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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

ZENO AND ANASTASIUS, E~{PEnoRS OF THE EAST.-BffiTH, EDUCA­
'fION, AND FIRST EXPLOITS OF THEODORIC THE OSTROGOTII.­
HIS INVASION AND CONQUEST OF ITALY.-THE GOTHIC KINGDO~I 
OF ITALY.-STATE OF THE WEST.-MILITARY AND CIVIL GOV­
ERNMI<~NT.-TnE SENATOR BOETllIUB.-LAST ACTS .AND DEATH 
OF THEODORIC. 

AFTER the fall of the Roman Empire in the West, an interval 
of fifty years, till the memorable reign of Justinian, is faintly 
marked by the obscure names and imperfect annals of Zeno, Anas­
tasius, and Justin, who .successively ascended to the throne of 
Constantinople. During the same period, Italy revived and flour­
ished under the government of a Gothic king, who might have 
deserved a statue among the best and bravest of the ancient Ro­
mans. 

Theodoric the Ostrogotb, tIle fourteenth in lineal descent of the 
royal line of the Amali, 1 was born in the neighborhood of Vienna 2 

two years after the death of Attila.* A recent victory had re­
stored the independence of the Ostrogoths ; and the three broth­
ers, 'Yalamir, Theodemir, and Widimir, who ruled that warlike 
nation with united counsels, bad separately pitched their habita­
tions in thl' fertile though desolate province of Pannonia. The 
Huns still threatened their revolted subjects, but their hasty at­
tack was repelled by the single forces of Walamir, and the news 

.. The datc of Theodoric's hirth is not accurately determined. We can hardly err, 
• ol)perves Manf'o. in placing it between the years 453 and 456. :Manso, Gcsehichtc des 
Ost-GothilOchen RClches, p. 14.-1\{. 



4 THE D1l0LINE AND FALL 

of his victory reached the distant camp of his brother in the same 
auspicious moment that the favorite concubine of Theodemir was 
delivered of a son and heir. In the eighth year of his age, Theo­
doric was reluctantly yielded by his father to the public interest, 
as the pledge of an alliance which Leo, emperor of the East, had 
consented to purchase by an annual subsidy of three hundred 
pounds of gold. The royal hostage was educated at Constantino­
ple with care and tenderness. His body was formed to all the 
exercises of war, his mind was expanded by the habits of liberal 
conversation; he frequented the schools of the most skilful mas­
ters ; but he disdained or neglected the arts of Greece; and so 
ignorant did he always remain of the first e'ements of science, that 
a rude mark was contrived to represent the signature of the illiter­
ate king of Italy. 3 As soon as he had attained the age of eigh­
teen, he was restored to the wishes of the Ostrogoths, whom the 
emperor aspired to gain by liberality and confidence. Walamir 
had fallen in hattle; the youngest of the brothers, "'\Vidimir, had 
led away into Italy and Gaul an army of barbarians, and the 
whole nation acknowledged for their king the father of Theodo­
ric. His ferocious subjects admired the strength and stature of 
their young prince ; 4 and he soon convinced them that he had not 
degenerated from the valor of his ancesiors. At the head of six 
thousand volunteers, he secretly left the camp in quest of adven­
tures, descended the Danube as far as Singidunum, or Belgrade, 
and soon returned to his father with the spoils of a Sarmatian king 
whom he had vanquished and slain. Such triumphs, however, 
were productive only of fame, and the invincible Ostrogoths were 
reduced to extreme distress by the wunt of clothing and food. 
They unanimously resolved to desert their Pannonian encamp­
ments, and boldly to advance into the warm and wealthy neigh­
borhood of the Byzantine court, which already maintained in 
pride and luxury so many bands of confederate Goths. After 
proving, by some acts of hostility, that they could be dangerous, 
or at least troublesome, enemies, the Ostrogoths sold at a higll 
price their reconciliation and fidelity, accepted a donative of lands 
and money, and were intrusted with the defence of the Lower 
Dunube, under the' command of Theodoric, who succeeded, after 
his father's death, to the hereditary throne of the Amali. ~ 

A hero, descended from a race of kings, must have despised the 
base Isaurian who was invested with the Roman purple, without 
any endowments of mind or body, without any advantages of 
royal birth, or superior qualifications. After the failure of the 
Theodosian line, the choice of Pulcheria and of the senate might 
be justified in some measure by the characters of Marcian and Leo, 
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but the latter of these princes confirmed and dishonored his reign 
by the perfidious murder of Aspar and his sons, who too rigor­
ously exacted the debt of gratitude and obedience. The inhe] i­
tance of Leo and of the East was peaceably devolved on his infant­
gra.ndson, the son of his daughter Ariadne; and her Isaurian Ims­
l>and, the fortunate Trascalisseus, exchanged that barbarous sound 
for the Grecian appellation of Zeno. After the decease of the 
elder Leo, he approached with unnatural respect the throne of his 
son, humbly received, as a gift, tIle second rank in the empire, 
and soon excited the public suspicion on the sudden and prema­
ture death of his young colleague, whose life could no longer pro­
mote the success of his ambition. But the palace of Constantino­
ple was ruled by female influence, and agitated by female pas­
sions : and Verina, the widow of Lco, claiming his empire as her 
own, })ronounced a sentence of deposition against the worthless 
and ungrateful servant on whom she alone had l)estowed the scep­
tre of the East. G As soon as she sounded a revolt in the ears of 
Zeno, he flcd with precipitation into the mountains of Isauria, and 
her brother 13asiliscus, already infamous by his African expedi­
tion,7 was unanimously proclaimed by the servile senate. But the 
reign of the usurper was short and turbulent. Basiliscus pre­
sumed to assassinate the lover of his sister; he dared to offend 
the lover of his wife, the vain and ins')lent Hmmatius, who, in the 
midst of Asiatic luxury, affected the dress, the demeanor, and 
the surname of Achilles. 8 By the conspiracy of the malcontents, 
Zeno was recalled from exile; the armies, the capital, the person, 
of Basiliscus, were betrayed; and his whole family was con­
demned to the long agony of cold; and hunger by the inhuman 
conqueror, who wanted courage to enco.unter or to forgive his 
enemies.* The haughty spirit of Verina was still incapable of 
submission or repose. She provoked the enmity of a favorite 
general, embraced his cause as soon as he was disgraced, created 
a new emperor in Syria and Egypt, t raised an army of seventy 
thousand men, and persisted to the last moment of her life in a 
fruitless rebellion, which, according to the fashion of the age, Imd 
been predicted by Christian hermits and Pagan magicians. While 
the East was afflicted by the passions of VClina, ller daughter 
Ariadne was distinguished by the female virtues of mildness and 
fidelity; she followed her husband in his exile, and after his res­

* .Joannes Lydns accllses Zeno of timidity, or, rather, of cowardice: he purchased
an il!nominiouR p<'ace from the cncmies ot the cmpire, whom he darcd not mctlt in 
battle; and employ-cd hill whole time at home in confiscations and executions. 
Lydus, de Magist. Iii. 45, p. 280.-M. 

t Named Illu8.-M. 
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toration, she implored his clemency in favor of her mother. On 
the decease of Zeno, Ariadne, the daughter, the mother, and the 
widow of an emperor, gave her hand and the Imperial title to 
Anastasius, an aged domestic of the palace, who survived his ele­
vation above twenty-seven years, and whose character is attested 
by the acclamation of the people, "Reign as you have lived !" 9 * 

Whatever fear or affection could bestow, was profusely lavished 
by Zeno on the king of the Ostrogoths ; the rank of patrician and 
consul, the command of the Pa1atine troops, an equestrian statue, 
a treasure in gold and silver of many thousand pounds, the name 
of son, and the promise of a rich and honorable wife. As long as 
Theodoric condescended to serve, he supported with courage-and 
fidelity the cause of his benefactor: his rapid march contributed 
to the restoration of Zeno ; and in the second revolt, the Wala­
mirs, as they were caUed, pursued a:ld pressed the Asiatic rebels, 
till they left an easy victory to the Imperial troops.10 But the 
faithful servant was sudd0nly converted into a formidable enemy, 
who spread the flames of war from Constantinople to the Adri­
atic; many flourishing cities were reduced to ashes, 'tlnd the agri­
culture of Thrace was almost extirpated by the wanton cruelty of 
the Goths, who deprived their captive peasants of the right hand 
that guided the plongh. 11 On such occasions, Theodoric sustained 
the loud and specious reproach of disloyalty, of ingratitude, and 
of insatiate avarice, which could be only excused by the hard 
necessity of his situation. He reigned, not as the monarch, but 
as the minister of a ferocious people, whose spirit was unbroken 
by s1avery, and impatient of real or imaginary insults. Their 
poverty was incurable; since the most liberal donatives were soon 
dissipated in wasteful luxury, and the most fertile estates became 
barren in their hands; they despised, but they envied, the labori­
ous provincials; and when their subsistence had failed, the Ostro­
goths embraced the familiar resources of war and rapine. It had 
been the wish of Theodoric (such at least was his declaration) to 
lead a peaceful, obscure, obedient life on the confines of Scythia, 
till the Byzantine court, by splendid and fallacious promises, se­
duced him to attack a confederate tribe of Goths, who had been 
engaged in the party of Basiliscus. He marched from his station 
in lIrosia, on the solemn assurance that before he reached .Adriano­

• The Panegyric of Procoplus of Gaza (edited by ViIloison in his Anecdota Grreca, 
and reprinted in the new edition of the Byzantine historians by Niebuhr, in the 
same vol. with Dexippus and EunapiU8, viii. p. 488, 516), was unknown to Gibbon. 
It is va!me and pedantic. and contalUs few facts. The same criticism will apply to 
the poetical panegyric of Priscian, edited from the :MS. of Bobbio by Al1~. Mal. 
Priscian, the grammarian, NIebuhr ar~lleB from this work, must have been Dorn in 
the African, ntlt in either of the Asiatic Crosareas. Pref. p. xi.-M. 

http:plongh.11
http:troops.10
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pIc, he should. meet 3. plentiful convoy of. provisions, and a re-~n­
forcement of eIght thousand horse and thIrty thousand foot, whIle 
.he legions of Asia were encamped at Heraclea to second his oper­
ations. These measures were disappointed by mutual jealousy. 
As he advanced into Thrace, the son of Theodcmir found an in­
hospitable solitude, ar..d his Gothic followers, with a heavy train 
of horses, of mules, and of wagons, were betrayed by their guides 
among the rocks and precipices of :Mount Sondis, where be was 
assaulted by the arms and invectives of Theodoric the son of Tri­
arins. From a neighboring height, his artful rival harangued the 
camp of the Walamil's, and branded their leader with the oppro­
brious names of child, of madman, of perjured traitor, the enemy 
of his blood and nation. "Are you ignorant," exclaimed the 
son of 'friarius, "that it is the constant policy of the Romans to 
destroy the Goths by each other's swords 1 Are you insensible 
that the victor in this unnatural contest will be exposed, and 
justly exposed, to their implacable revenge ~ Wllere are those 
warriors, my kinsmen and thy own, whose widows now lament 
that their lives were sacrificed to thy rash ambition ~ Where is 
the wealth which thy 801<1iers possessed when they were first 
allured from their native homes to enlist under thy standard ~ 
Each of them was then master of three or four horses; they now 
follow thee on foot, like slaves, through the deserts of Thrace ; 
those men who were tempted by the hope of measuring gold with 
a bushel, those brave men who are as free and as noble as thy­
self. " A. language so well suited to the temper of the Goths ex­
cited clamor and discontent; and the son of Theodemir, appre­
llensive of being left alone, was compelled to embrace hls breth­
ren, and to imitate the example of Roman perfidy. 12 * 

In every state of his fortune, the prudence and firmness of The­
odoric were equally conspicuous; whether he threatened Constan­
tinople at the head of the confederate Goths, or retreated with a 
faithful band to the mountains and sea-coast of Epirus. At 
length the accidental death of the son of Triarius 13 destroyed the 
balance which the Romans had been so anxious to preserve, the 
whole nation acknowledged the supremacy of the AmaIi, and the 
Byzantine court subscribed an ignominious and oppressive treaty. H 

The senate had already declared, that it was necessary to choose a 
.party among the Goths, since the public was unequal to the sup­

.. Gibbon has omitted mnch of the complicated intrigues of the ByzantIne conrt 
with the two 'I'heodorics. The weak emperor attempted to play them one agamst
the other, and was himself in turn insulted, and the empire ravaged, hy both. The 
details of successive alliance and revolt, of hostility and of nnion, bet" een the two 
GoLhic chieftains, to dictate terms to the emperor. may be found in Malchus.-M. 
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1)ort of their united forces; a subsidy of two thousand lJOunds of 
gold, with the ample pay of thirteen thousand men, were required 
for the least considerable of their armies; 11; and the Isaurians, 
who guarded not the empire but the emperor, enjoyed, besides 
the privilege of rapine, an annual pension of five thQusand pounds. 
The sagacious mind of Theodoric soon perceived that he was odi­
ous to the Romans, and su~pected by the barbarians: he under­
stood the popular murmur, that his subjects were exposed in their 
frozen huts to intolerable hardships, while their king was dis~ 
sol ved in the luxury of Greece, and he prevented the painful 
alternative of encountering the Goths, as the champion, or of 
leading them to the field, as the enemy, of Zeno. Embracing an 
enterprise worthy of his courage and ambition, Theodoric addressed 
the emperor in the following words: "Although your servant is 
maintained in affluence by your liberality, graciously listen to the 
wi3hes of my heart! Italy, the inheritance of your predecessors, 
and Roma itself, the head and mistress of the world, now fluctu­
ate under the violence and oppression of OJoacer the mercenary. 
Direct me, with my national troops, to march against the tyrant. 
If I fall, you will be relip.ved from an expensive and troublesome 
friend: if, with the divine permission, I succeed, I shaH govern 
in your name, and to your glory, the Roman senate, and the part 
of the republic delivered from slavery by my victorious arms." 
The proposal of Theodoric was accepted, and perhaps hacl been 
suggested, by the Byzantine court. But the forms of the com­
mission, or grant, appear to have been expressed with a prudent 
ambiguity, which might be explained by the event; and it was 
left doubtful, whether the conqueror of Italy flhould reign as the 
lieutenant, the vassal, or the ally, of the emperor of the East.!6 

The reputation both of the leader and of the war cliffused a uni­
versal ard01'; the lValamirs were multiplied by the Gothic swarms 
already engagecl in the service, or seated in the provinces, of the 
empire; and each bold barbarian, who had heard of the wealth 
and beauty of Italy, was impatient to seek, through the most per­
ilous adventures, the possession of such enchanting ohjects. The 
march of Theocloric must be considered as the emigration of an 
entire people; the wives and children of the Goths, their aged 
parents, and most precious effects, were carefully transported ; 
and some idea may be formed of the heavy baggage that now fol­
lowed the camp, by the loss of two thousand wagons, which had 
been sustained in a single action in the war of Epirus. For their 
subsistence, the Goths clepended on the magazines of corn which 
was ground in portable mills hy the hands of their women; on 
the milk and flesh of their flocks and herds; on the casual pr<Y 
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duce of the chase, and upon the contributions which they might 
impose on all who should presut:ne to dispute the passage, or to 
refuse their friendly assistance. Notwithstanding these precau­
tions, they were exposed to the dauger, and almost to the dis­
tress, of famine, in a march of seven l1Undrtd miles, which had 
been undertaken in the depth of a rigorous winter. Since tIle fall 
of thc Roman -power, Dacia and Pannonia no longer exhibited the 
rich prospect of populous cities, well-cultivated fields, and conven­
ient highways: the reign of barbarism and desolation was re­
stored, and the tribes of Bulgarians: GeI)idro, and Sallnatians, 
who had occupied the vacant province, were promptcd by their 
native fierceness, or the solicitations of Odoacer, to resist the pro­
gress of his enemy. In many obscure though bloody 1attles, The­
odoric fought and vanquished ; till at length, smmounting every 
olJstac1e by skilful conduct and persevering courage, he descended 
from the Julian Alps, and displayed 11is invincible banners on the 
confines of Italy. 11 

Odoacer, a rival not unworthy of his alms, had alreadyoccu­
pied the advantageous and well-known post of the River Bontius, 
ncar the ruins of Aquileia, at the head of a 110werful host, whose 
independe:1t kings '8 ')1" leaders diEdained the duties of subordina­
tion and' the pruden('c of delays. No sooner had Theodoric gained 
a short repose and refreshment to his wearied cavalry, than he 
boldly attn.eked the fortifications of thc enemy; the Ostrogoths 
showed more ardor to acquire, than the mercenaries to defend, the 
lands of Italy; and the reward of the first victory was the posses­
sion of the Venetian province as far as the walls of Verona., In 
the neighborhood of that city, on the steep banks of the rapid 
Adige, he was opposed by a new army, re-enforced in its numbers, 
and not impaired in its courage: the contest was more obstinate, 
but the event was still more decisive ; Odoacer fled to Ravenna, 
Theodoric advanced to :Milan, and the vanquished troops saluted 
their conqueror with loud acclamations of respect and fidelity. 
But, their want either of constancy or of faith soon exposed him to 
the most imminent danger; his vanguard, with several Gothic 
counts, which had been rashly intrusted to a deserter, was be­
traycd and destroyed near Faenza by his double treachery; Odoa­
cer again appeared master of the field, and the invader, strongly 
intrenchell in his camp of Pavia, was reduced to solicit the aid of 
a kindred nation, the Visigoths of Gaul. 'In the course of this 
History, the most voracious appetite for war -will be abundantly 
satiated; nor can I much lament that our dark and imperfect ma­
terials do not afford a more ample narrative of the distress of 
Ita1y, and of the fierce conflict, which was finally decided by th" 
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abilities, experience, and valor of the Gothic king. Immediately 
before the battle of Verona, he visited the tent of his mother 1t 

and sister, and requested, that dn a day, the most illustrious festi­
val of his life, they would adorn him with the rich garments 
which they had worked .with their own hands. " Our glory," 
said he, "is mutual and inseparable. You are known to the 
world as the mother of Theodoric; and it becomes me to prove, 
that I am the genuine offspring of those heroes from whom I 
claim my descent." The wife or concubine of Theodemir was in­
spired with the spirit of the German matrons, who esteemed their 
sons' honor far above their safety; and it is reported, that in a 
desperate action, when Theodoric himself was hurried along by 
the torrent of a flying crowd, she boldly met them at the entrance 
of the camp, and, by her generous reproaches, drove them back 
on the swords of the enemy. 20 . 

From the Alps to the extremity of Calabria, Theodoric reigned 
by the right of conquest; the Vandal ambassadors surrendered 
the Island of Sicily, as a lawful appendage of his kingdom; and 
he was accepted as the deliverer of Rome by the senate and peo 
pIe, who had shut their gates against the flying usurper. 21 Ra­
venna alone, secure in the fortifications of art and nature, still 
sustained a siege of almost three years; and the daring sallies of 
Odoacer carried slaughter and dismay into the Gothic camp. -At 
length, destitute of provisions and hopeless of relief, that unfor­
tunate monarch yielded to the groans of his subjects and the 
clamors of his soldiers. A treaty of peace was negotiated by the 
bishop of R!\venna; the Ostrogoths were admitted into the city, 
and the hostile kings consented, under the sanction of an oath, to 
rule with equal and undivided authority the provinces of Italy. 
The event of such an agreement may be easily foreseen. After 
some days had been devoted to the semblance of joy and friend­
ship, Odoacer, in the midst of a solemn banquet, was stabbed by 
the hand, or at least by the command, of his rival. Secret and 
effectual orders had been previously despatched; (he faithless 
and rapacious mercenaries, at the same moment; and without 
resistance, were universally massacred; and the royalty of Theo­
doric was proclaimed by the Goth!;, with the tardy, reluctant, am­
biguous consent of the emperor of the East. The. design of a 
conspiracy was imputed, according to the usual forms, to thc 
prostrate tyrant; but his innocence, and the guilt of his con­
queror,22 are sufficiently proved by the advantageous treaty whif'h 
force would not sincerely have granted, nor weakness have rashly 
infringed. The jealousy of power, and the mischiefs of discord, 
lIlay suggest a more decent apology, and a scntence less rigorous 
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may be pronounced against a crime which was necessary to intro­
duce into Italy a generation of public felicity. The living author 
of this felicity was audaciously praised in his own presence by 
sacred and profane orators; 23 but history (in bis time she was 
mute and inglorious) has not left any just representation of the 
events which displayed, or of the defects wbich clouded, the vir­
tues of Theodoric. 24 One record of his fame, the volume of pub­
lic epistles composed by Cassiodorus in the rOjal name, is still ex­
tant, and has obtained more implicit credit than it seems t~ dt'­
serve. \Ill They exhibit the forms, rather than the substance, of his 
government; and we should vainly search for the pure and spon­
taneous sentiments of the barbarian amidst the declamation and 
learning of a sophist, the wishes of a Roman senator, the prece­
dents of office, and the vague professions, which, in every court 
and on every occasion, compose the l~nguage of discreet minis­
ters. The reputation of Theodoric may repose with more confi­
dence on the visible peace and prosperity of a reign of thirty­
three'years; the unanimous esteem of his own times, and tho 
memory of his wisdom and courage, his justice and humanity, 
which was deeply impressed on the minds of the Goths and 
Italians. 

The partition of the lands of Italy, of which Theodoric as· 
signed the third part to his soldiers, is honorably arraigned as the 
sole injustice of his life. * .And e7en this act may be fairly justi­
fied by the example of Odoacer, the rights of conquest, the true 
interest of the Italians, and the sacred duty of subsisting a whole 
people, who, on the faith of his promises, had transported them­
selves into a distant land. 26 Under the reign of Theodoric, and 
in the happy climate of Italy, the Goths soon multiplied to a for­
midable host of two hundred thousand men, n and the whole 
amount of their families may be computed by the ordinary addi­
tion of women and children. Their invasion of property, a part 
of which must have been already vacant, was disguised by the 
generous but improper name of hospitality / these unwelcome 
guests were irregularly dispersed over the face of Italy, and the 
lot of each barbarian was adequate to his birth and office, the 
number of his followers, and the rustic wealth which he pos­
sessed in slaves and .cattle. The distinctions of noble and plebe­

* Compare Gibbon, ch. xxxvi. vol. ii. p. 512, etc.-llamo observcs that this divi· 
sion was conducted, not In 1\ violcnt and irregular. but in a legal and orderly man­
ner. The barbarian, who could not show a title of ~rant from the officers of Theo­
doric appointed for that purpose, or a prel<criptive right of thirty years, in casc ho 
had obtained the J.>roperty before thc Ostro-Gothic conquest, was cjectcd from the 
estate. He coriceives that estates too ",mall to bcar division paid a third of th<lir 
produce.-Geschichte des Ost-Gotlliichcn Ueiches, p. 82•...!.M. 
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ian were acknowledged; 28 but the lands of every freeman were 
oxempt from taxes, * and he enjoyed the inestimable privilege of 
'being subject only to the laws of his country. 29 Fashion, and even 
convenience, soon persuaded the conquerors to assume the more 
elegant dress of the natives, but they still persisted in the use of 
their mother-tongue; and their contempt for the Latin schools 
was applauded by Theodoric himself, who gratified their preju­
dices, or his own, h.y declaring, that the child who had trembled 
at a rod, would never dare to look upon a sword. 30 Distress 
might sometimes provoke the indigent Roman to assume the fero­
cious manners which were insensibly relinquished by the rich and 
luxurious barbarian; 31 but these mutual conversions were not 
encouraged by the policy of a monarch who perpetuated the sepa­
ramon of the Italians and Coths ; reserving the former for the arts 
of peace, and the latter for the service of war. To accomplish 
this design, he studied to protect his industrious subjects, and to 
moderate the violence, without enervating the valor, of his sol­
diers, who were maintained for the public defence. They'held 
their lands and benefices as a military stipend: at the sound of the 
-trumpet they were prepared to march under the conduct of their 
provincial officers; and the whole extent of Italy was distributed 
into the several quarters of a well-regulated camp. The service 
of the palace and o~ the' -"rontiers was performed by choice or by 
rotation; and each extraordinary fatigue was recompensed by all 
increase of pay and occasional donatives. Theodoric had con­
vinced his brave companions, 'that empire must be acquired and 
defended by the same arts. After his example, they strove to 
excel in the use, not only of the lance and sword, the instruments 
of their victories, but of the missile weapons, which they were too 
much inclined to neglect; and the lively image of war was dis­
played in the daily exercise and annual reviews of the Gothic cay­
aIry. - A firm though gentle discipline imposed the habits of moel. 
esty, obedience, and temperance; and the Goths were instructed 
to spare the people, to reverence the laws, to understand the du­
ties of civil society, and to disclaim the barbarous license of judi­
cial combat and private revenge. 32 

Among the barbarians of the West., the victory of Theodoric 
IHl,d Rpread a general alarm. But as soon a~ it appeared that he 
was satisfied with conquest and desirous of peace, terror was 
changed into respect, and they submitted to a powerful mediation, 
which was uniformly employed for the best purposes of reconcil­

* Manso (p. 100) quotes two pnssages from Cassiodorus to show that the Gotha 
"ftrA not exempt from tIle fiscal claims.-Cassiodor. i. 19, iv. 14.-11. 

http:sword.30
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:ug their quarrels and .civilizing their manners. 33 The nmbassa.. 
dors who resorted to Ravenna from the most distant countries of 
Europe, admired his wisdom, magnificence, 114 and courtesy; and 
if he sometimes accepted either slav~s or arms, white horses or 
strange animals, the gift of a sun-dial, a water-clock, or a musi­
cian, admonished even the princes of Gaul of the superior art and 
industry of his Italian subjects. His domestic alliances,36 a wife, 
two daughters, a sister, and a niece, united the family of Theodo­
ric with the kings of the Franks, the Burgundians. the Visigoths, 
the Vandals, anel the Thuringians, and contributed to maintain 
the harmony, or at least the b&lance, of the great republic of the 
'Vest. 36 It is difficult in the dark forests of Germany and Poland 
to pursue the emigrations of the Heruli, a fierce people who dis­
dained the use of armor, and who condemned their widows and 
aged parents not to survive the. loss of their husbands, or the de­
cay of their strength. 37 The king of these savage warriors solic­
ited the friendship of Theodoric, and was elevated to the rank of 
his son, according to the barbaric rites of a military adoption. 38 

From the shores of the Baltic, the .LEstians or Livonians laid their 
offerings of native amber 39 at the feet of a prince, whose fame 
had excited them to undertake an unknown and dangerous jour­
ney of fifteen hundred miles. With the country (0 from w11ence 
the Gothic nation derived their origin, he maintained a frequent 
and friendly correspondence:' the Italians were clothed in the 
rich sables (1 of Sweden; and one of its sovereigns, after a volun­
tary or reluctant abdication, found a hospitable retreat in the pal­
ace of Ravenna. He had reigned over one of the thirteen popu­
lous tribes who cultivated a small portion of the great island or 
peninSUla of Scandinavia, to which· the vague appellation of Thule 
has been sometimes applied. That northern region was peopled, 
or had been explored, as high as the sixty-eighth degree of lati­
tude, where the natives of the polar circle enjoy and lose the pres­
ence of the sun at each summer and winter solstice during an 
equal period of forty days. 4~ The long night of his absence or 
death was the mournful season of distress and anxiety, till the 
messengers, who had been sent to the mountain tops,-descried the 
nrst rays of returning light, and proclaimed to the plain below the 
festiv~l of his-resurrection. 43 

The life of Theodoric represents the rare and meritorious exam­
ple of a barbarian, who sheathed his sword in the pride of victory 
and the vigor of his age. A reign of three-and-thirty years was 
~onsecrated to the duties of civil government, and the hosiiiities, 
In which he was sometimes involved, were speedily terminated by 
the ~onduct of his lieutenants, the discipline of his troops, tho 
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arms of his allies, and even by the terror of his name. . He re· 
duced, under a strong and regular government, the unprofitable 
countIies of Rhootia, NOlicum, Dalmatia, and Pannonia, from the 
source of the Danube and the territory of tn-e Bavarians, U to the 
petty kingdom erected by the Gepidre on the ruins of Sirmium. 
His prudence could not safely intrust the bulwark of Italy to such 
feeble and turbulent neighbors; and his justice might claim th{} 
lands which they oppressed, either as a 1'al"t_ of his kingdom, or 
as the inheritance of his father. The greatness of a servallt, who 
was named perfidious because h6 was successful, awakened the 
jealousy of the emperor Anastasiu8; and a war was kindled on 
the Dacian frontier, by the protection which the Gothic king, in 
the vicissitude of human affairs, had granted to one of the de­
scendants of Attila.' Sabinian, a general illustrious by his own 
and father's merit, advanced at the head of ten thousand Ro­
mans; and the provisions and arms, which filled a long train of 
wagons, were distributed to the fiercest of the Bulgarian tribes. 
But in the fields of l\Iargus, the Eastern powers were defeated by 
the inferior forces of the Goths and Huns; the flower and even 
the hope of the Roman armies was irretrievably destroyed; and 
such was the temperance with which Theodoric had inspired his 
victorious troops, that, as their leader had not given the signal of 
pillage, the rich spoils of the enemy lay untouched at their feet.4s 
Exasperated by this disgrace, the Byzantine court despatched two 
hundred ships and eight thousand men to plunder the sea-coast of 
Calabria and Apulia: they assaulted the ancient city of Taren­
tum, interrupted the trade and agriculture of a happy country, 
and sailed back to the Hellespont, proud of their piratical victory 
over a people whom they still presumed to consider as their Ro­
man brethren. 46 Their retreat was possibly hastened by the ac­
tivity of Theodoric; Italy was covered by a fleet of a thousand 
light vessels,47 which he constructed with incredible despatch; 
and his firm moderation was soon rewarded by t\ solid and honor­
able peace. He maintained, with a powerful hand, the balance of 
t.he West, till it was at length overthrown by the ambition of 
Clovis; and' although unable to assist his rash and unfortunate 
kinsman, the kiug of the Visigoths, he saved the remains of his 
family and people, and checked the Franks in the midst of their 
victorious career. I am not desirous to prolong or repeat 48 this 
narrative of military events, the least interesting of the reign of 
Theodoric; and shall be content to add, t.hat the Alemanni were 
protected, U that an inroad of the Burgundians was severely chas­
tised, and that the conquest of ArIes and Marseilles opened a free 
communication with the Visigoths, who revered him as their na­
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tional protectot, and as the guardian of his grandchild, the infant 
sou of Alaric. Under this respectable character, the king of Italy 
restored the Prret-crian prrefecture of the Gauls, reformed some 
abuses in the civil government of Spain, and accepted the annual 
tribute and apparent submission of its military governor, who 
wisely refused to trust llis person in the palace of Ravenna. 60 The 
Gothic sovereignty was established from Sicily to the Danube, 
from Sirmium or Belgrade to the Atlantic Ocean; and the Greeks 
themselves have acknowledged that Theodoric reigned over the 
fairest portion of the Western empire. 51 

1'he union of the Goths and Romans might have fixed for ages 
the transient happiness of Italy; and the first of nations, a new 
people of free subjects and enlightened soldiers, might have grad­
ually arisen from the mutual emulation of their respective virtues. 
But the sublime merit of guiding or seconding such a revolution 
was not l'cserved for the reign of Theodoric: he wanted either 
the genius or the opportunities of 8 legislator ; ~2 and while he in­
Qu]ged the Goths in the enjoyment of rude liberty, he servilely 
copied the institutions, and even the abuses, of the political sys­
tem which had been framed by Constantine and his successors. 
From a tender regard to the expiring prejudices of Rome, tIle 
barbarian declined the name, the purple, and the diadem, of the 
emperors; but he assumed, under the hereditary title of king, the 
whole substallce and plenitude of Imperial prerogative. 63 His ad­
dresses to the Eastern throne were respectful and ambiguous: he 
celebrated, in pompous style, the harmony of the two rep~hlics, 
applauded his own government as the perfect similitude of lI. sole 
and undivided empire, and claipIcd above the kings of the earth 
the same pre-eminence which he modestly allowed to the person 
or rank of Anastasius. The alliance of the East and West was 
annually declared by the unanimous choice of two consuls; but it 
should seem that the Italian candidate who was named by Theo­
doric accepted a formal confirmation from the sovereign of COh­
stantinople. 5

' The Gothic palace of Ravenna reflected the image 
of the court of Theodosius or Yalentinian. The Proctorian prre­
fect, the prrefect of Rome, the qurestor, the master of the offices, 
with the public and patrimonial treasurers, * whose functions are 
painted in gaudy colors by the rhetoric of Cassiodorus, still con­
tinued to act as the ministers of state. And the subordinate care 

* All ('auses between Roman and Roman were judged by the old Roman courts. 
The comes Gothornm jhdged between Goth and Goth, between Goths and 
Romans (without conSidering which was the plaintiff), the comes Gothornm, with a 
Roman juri!>t as his assell8or, making a kind of mixed jnrh'diction, but with a nat­
ural predominance to the side of the Goth. Sadgny. vol. i. p. 290,-M. 
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of justice and the revenue was delegated to seven consulars, three 
correctors, and five presidents, who governed the fifteen regions of 
Italy according to the principles, and even the forms, of Roman 
jurisprudence. oS The violence of the conquerors was abated or 
eluded by the ijlow artifice of judicial proceedings; the civil ad­
ministration, with its honors and emoluments, was con~ned to the 
Italians; and the people still preserved their dress and language, 
their laws and customs, their personal freedom, snd two thirds of 
their landed property. * It had -been the object of Augustus to 
conceal the introduction of monarchy; it was the policy of Theo· 
doric to disguise the reign of a barb&rian. 56 If his subjects were 
sometimes awakened from this pleasing vision of a Roman gov· 
ernment, they derived more substantial comfort from the charac­
ter of a Gothic prince, who had penetration to discern, and firm­
ness to pursue, his own and the public interest. Theodoric loved 
the virtues which he possessed, and the talents of which he was 
destitute. Liberius was promoted to the office of Prretorian prre­
feet for his unshaken fidelity to the unfortunate cause of Odoacer. 
The ministers of Theodoric, Oassiodorus,57 and Boethius, have re­
flected on his reign the lustre of their genius and learning. 1\loro 
prudent or more fortunate than his colleague, Cassiodopus pre­
served his own esteem without forfeiting the royal favor; and 
after passing thirty years in the honors of the world, he was 
blessed with an equal term of repose in the devout and studious 
solitude of Squilln:ce. t . 

As the patron of the republic, it was the interest and. duty of 

*Manso enumerates and develops at some length the following sources of the 
royal revenne of Theodoric: 1. A domain, eithcr by succession to that of Odoacer, 
or a part of the third of the lands was reserved for the royal patrimony. 2. Regalia, 
includill~ mines, unclaimed e ...tatcs, treasure·trove, and confiscations. 3. Land-tux. 
4. Auranum, like thp Chrysargyrum, a tax on certain Immches of trade. 5. Grant 
of monopOlies. 6. Siliqnaticum, a small tax on the sale of all kinds of commodi. 

Itios. 7. Portoria, customs. Manso, 96, 111. Savigny (i. 285) suppol'es that in 
many cru;cs the property remained. in the original OWllCl, who pllld his tertia or third 
of the produce, to the crown, vol. 1. p. 285.-M. 

t Cassiodorus was of an ancient and honorable family; his grandrather had dis· 
tinguished himself in the defence of Sicily against ',he ravages of Genseric; his 
father held a high rank at the court of Valentinilm JIL, enjoyed the friendship or 
...Elius, and was one of tile ambassadors sent to urrest the progress of AttUa. Cas· 
siodorus himt'elf was first the treaSUfl'r of the private expenditure to Odoacer, after­
ward~" count. of the sacred larges8es." Yieldin~ with the rest of the Romans to 
the dominion of Theodoric, he was instrumental iR the peaceable submiSSIOn of 
Sicily; was successively governor of Ilis native provinces of Bruttinm and Lncania, 
qllrestor, magister, palatii, Pl'retorian p~fect, patrician, consul, private secretary, 
and, in fact, first mmister of the king. He W/lS five times Pr.etorian prrefect under 
ditferent sovereigns, the last time in the reign Qf Vi~i$es. This is the theory of 
lIhmso, which Is not unencumbered with difficulties. .M.. Buat had snpposEd that 
it was the father of Cassiodorus who held the office first llarned. Compare Ml\ntOo, 
p. 85, etc., and Beylage, vii. It certainly appears improbable th/lt Ca/!siodorus f:1hould 
have been count 01 the sacred largesse!! Ilt twenty years old.-M. 
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the Gothic king to cultivate the affections of the senate 58 and peo~ 
pIe. The nobles of Rome were flattered by sonorous epithets and 
formal professions of respect, which had been more justly applied 
to the merit and authority of their ancestors. The people en~ 
joyed, without fear or £langer, the three blessings of a capital, 
order, plenty, and public amusements. A visible diminution of 
their numbers may be found even in the measure of liberality ; 5~ 
yet Apulia, Calabria, and Sicily, poured their tribute of corn into 
the granaries of Rome j an allowance of bread and meat was dis­
tributed to the indigent citizens; and every office was deemf'd 
honorable which was consecrated to the care of their health and 
llappiness. The public games, such as the Greek ambassador 
might politely applaud, exhibited a faint and feeble copy of the 
m~gnificence of the Cresars : yet the musical, the gymnastic, and 
the pantomime arts, had not totally sunk in oblivion; the wild 
beasts of Africa still exercised in the amphitheatre the courage 
and dexterity of the hunters; and the indulgent Goth either 
pati~ntly tolerated or gently restrained the hlue and green fac­
tions, whose contests so often filled the circus with clamor and 
even with blood. 60 In the seventh year of his peaceful reign, 
Theodoric visited the old capital of the world; the senate and 
people advanced in solemn procession to salute a second Trajan, a 
new Yalentinian; and he nobly supported that character by the 
assurance of a just and legal government,61 in a discourse which 
he was not afraid to pronounce in public, and to inscribe on a 
tablet of brass. Rome, in this august ceremony, shot a last ray of 
declining glory; and a saint, the spectator of this pompous scene, 
could only hope, in his pious fllncy, that it was excelled by the 
c~lestial splendor of the :IS"ew Jerusalem. 62 During a residence of 
SIX months, the fame, the person, and the courteous demeanor of 
the Gothic king, excited the admirat.ion of the Romans,' and he 
contemplated, with equal curiosity and surprise, the monuments 
that remained of their ancient greatness. He imprinte~ ~he foot­
steps of a conqueror on the Capitoline hill, and frankly confessed 
that each day he viewed with fresh wonder the forum of Trajan 
and his lofty column. The theatre of Pompey appeared, even in 
its decay, as a huge mountain artificially hollowed and polished, 
and adorned by human industry; and he vaguely computed, that 
a river of gold must have been drained to erect the colossal am­
phitheatre of Titus. 63 From the mouths of fourteen aqueducts, a 
pure and copious stream was diffused into every part of the city; 
among these the Claudian water, which arose at the distance of 
thirty-eight miles in the Sabine mountains, was conveyed along a 
gentle though constant declivity of solid arches, till it descended 



18 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

on the summit of the Aventine hill. The long and spacious 
vaults which had been const.ructed for the purpose of common 
sewers, subsisted, after twelve centuries, in their pristine 
strength; and these subtermneous channels have been preferred 
to all the visible wonders of Rome. 64 The Gothit.:: kings, so inju­
riously accused of the ruin of antiquity, were anxious to preserve 
the monuments of the nation whom they had subdued. 65 The 
royal edicts were framed to prevent the abuses, the neglect, or the 
depredations of the citizens themselves; and a professed archi­
tect, the annual sum of two hundred pounds of gold, twenty-five 
thousand tiles, and the receipt of customs from the Lucrine port, 
were assigned for the ordinary repairs of the walls and public edi­
fices. A similar care was extended to the statues of metal or mar­
ble of men or animals. The spirit of the horses, which have 
given a modern name to the Quirinal, was applauded by the bar­
barians ; 66 the brazen elephants of the Vi,~ sacra were diligently 
restored; 111 the famous heifer of Myron decei'led the cattle, as 
they were driven through the foru~n of pJ.JCJ ; 6S and an officer 
was created to protect those works of urt, which Theodoric con­
sidered as the noblest ornament of hii kingdom. 

After the example of the last emperors, Theodoric prefelTed the 
residence of Ravenna, where he cultivated an orchard with his 
own hands. 69 As often as the peace of his kingdom was threat­
ened (for it was never invaded) by the barbarians, he removed 
his court to Verona 10 on the northern frontier, and the image of 
his palace, still extant on a coin, represents the oldest and most 
authentic model of Gothic architecture. These two capitals, as 
well as Pavia, Spoleto, Naples, and the rest of the Italian cities, 
acquired under his reign tIle useful or splendid decorations of 
churches, aqueducts, baths, porticos, and palaces. 11 But the 
happiness of the subject was more truly conspicuous in the busy 
scene of labor and luxury, in the rapid increase and bold enjoy­
meat of national wealth. From the shades of Tibur and Pl'reneste, 
the Roman senators still retired in the winter season to the warm 
sun, and salubrious springs, of Baire; and their villas, which 
advanced on solid moles into the Bay of Naples, commanded the 
various prospect of the sky, the earth, and the .water. On the 
eastern side of the Adriatic, a new Campania was formed in thE> 
fair and fruitful province of Istria, which communicated with the 
pa.lace of Ravenna by an easy navigation of one hundred miles. 
The rich productions of Lucania and the adjacent provinces were 
exchanged at the MarcHian fountain, in a populous fair, annually 
dedicated to trade, intemperance, and superstition. In tIle 
!olitude of Comum, which had once been animated by the mild 
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genius of Pliny, a transparent basin above sixty miles in length 
still reflected the rural seats which encompassed the margin 
of the Larian lake; and the gradual descent of the hills \, hS 

covered by a triple plantation of olives, of vines, and of chest­
nut trees. '2 Agriculture revived under the shadow of peact', 
and the number of husbandmen was multiplied by the. re­
demption of captives. 's The iron mines of Dalmatia, a goM 
mine in Bruttium, were carefully explored, and the Pomptine 
marshes, as well 'as those of Spoleto, were drained and cultivated 
by private undertakers, whose distant reward must depend on the 
continuance of the public prosperity.14 Whenever the seasons 
were less propitious, the doubtful precautions of forming mag­
azines of corn, fixing the price, and prohibiting the exportation, 
attested at least the benevolence of the state; but such was the 
extraordinary plenty which an industrious people produced from a 
grateful soil, that a gallon of wine was sometimes sold in Italy for 
less than three farthings, and a quarter of wheat at about five 
shillings and sixpence. a A country possessed of so many valuablt 
objects of exchange soon attracted the merchants of the world, 
whose beneficial traffic was encouraged and protected by the 
liberal spirit of Theodoric. The free intercourse of the provinces 
by land and water was restored and extended; the city gates 
were never shut, either by day or by night; and the common say­
ing, that a purse of gold might be safely left in the fields, was 
expressive of the conscious security of the inhabitants.· 

A difference of religion is always pernicious, and often fatal, to 
the harmony of the prince and people: the Gothic conqueror had 
been educated in the profel:l8ion of Arianism, and Italy was de­
voutly attached to the Nicene faith. But the persuasion of Theo­
doric' was not infected by zeal; and he piously adhered to the 
heresy of his fathers, without condescending to balance the sub­
tile arguments of theological metaphysics. Satisfied with the 
private toleration of his Arian sectaries, he justly conceived him­
self to be the guardian of the public worship, and his external 
~everence for a superstition which he despised: may have nourished 
m his mind the salutary indifference of a statesman or philosopher. 
The Uatholics of his dominions acknowledged, perhaps with reluc­
tance, the peace of the church; their clergy, according to the 
degrees of rank or merit, were honorably entertained in the palace 
of Theodoric j he esteemed the living sanctity of Cresarius 16 and 
Epiphanius, H the orthodox bishops of Arles and Pavia; and 
presented a decent offering on the tomb of St. Peter, without any 
scrupulous inquiry into the creed of the f1postle.'8 His favorite 
Goths, and even his mother, were permitted to retain or embrace 
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the Athanasian faith, and his long reign could not afford the 
example of an Italian Catholic, who, either from choice or com­
pulsion, had deviated into the religion of the conqueror. 79 The 
people, and the barbarians 'themselves, were edified by the pomp 
and order of religious worship ; the magistrateB were instructed 
to defend the just immunities of ecclesiastical persons and posses­
sions; the bishops held their synods, the metropolitans exercised 
their jurisdiction, and the privileges of sanctuary were main­
tained or moderated according to the spirit of the Roman juris­
prudence. sa With the protection, Theodoric assumed the legal 
supremacy, of the church; and his' firm administration restored 
or extended some useful prerogatives which had been neglected 
by the feeble emperors of the West. He was not ignorant of the 
dignity and importance of the Roman pontiff, to whom the vener­
able name of POPE was now appropriated. The peace or the revolt 
of Italy might depend on the character of a wealthy and popular 
bishop, who claimed such ample dominion both in heaven and 
earth; who had been declared in a numerous synod to be pure 
from all sin, and exemvt from all judgment.81 When the chair of 
St. Peter was disputed by Symmachus and Laurence, they appeared 
at his summons before the tribunal of 'an Arian monarch, and he 
confirmed the election of the most worthy or· the most obsequious 
candidate. At the end of his life, in a moment of jealousy and 
resentment, he prevented the choice of the Romans, by nominating 
a pope in the palace of Ravenna. The danger and furious contests 
of a schism were mildly restrained, and the last decree of the senate 
was enacted to extinguish, if it were possible, the scandalous 
venality of the papal elections. 82 

I have descanted with pleasure on the fortunate condition of 
Italy; but our fancy must not hastily conceive that the golden 
age of the poets,-a race of men without vice or misery, was realized 
under the Gothic conquest. The fair prospect was sometimes 
overcast with clouds; the wisdom of Theodoric might be deceived, 
his power might be resisted, and the declining age of the monarch 
was sullied with popular hatred and patrician blood. In the first 
insolence of victory, he had been tempted to deprive the whole 
party of Odoacer of the civil and even the natural rights of 
society; tI2 a tax unseasonably imposed after the calamities of war, 
would have crushed the rising agriculture of Liguria; a rigid 
pre-emption of corn, which was intended for the Imblic relief, must 
have aggravated the distress of Campania. These dangerous pro­
jects were defeated by the virtue and eloquence of Epiphanius and 
Bocthius, who: in the presence of Theodoric himself, successfully. 
pleaded the cause of the people; S( but if the royal ear was open 
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to the voice of truth, a saint and a philosopher are not always to be 
found at the ear of kings. The privileges of rank, or office, or 
'favor, were too freqnently abused by Italian fraud and Gothic 
violence, and the avarice of the king's nephew was puhliGly 
exposed, at first by the-usurpation, and afterwards by the restitu­
tion of the estates which he had unjustly extorted from his Tuscan 
neighbor2. Two hundred thousand barbarialls, formidable even 
to their master, were seated in the heart of Italy.; they indignantly 
supported the restraints of peace and disciplin"e; the disorders of 
their march were always felt and sometimes compensated; and 
where it was dangerous to punish, it might be prudent to dissemble. 
the sallies of their native fierceness. When the indulgence of 
Theodoric had remitted two thirds of the Ligurian tnbute, he 
condescended to explain the difficulties of his situation, and to 
lament IIle heavy though inevitable burdens which he imposed on 
his subjects for their own defence. 83 These ungrateful subjects 
could never be cordially reconciled to the origin, the religion, or 
even the virtues, of the Gothic conqueror; past calamities wel'C 
,forgotten, and the sense or suspicion of injuries was rendered still 
more exquisite by the present felicity of the times. 

Even the religious toleration which Theodoric had the glory of 
introducing into the Christian world, was painful and offensive 
to the orthodox zeal of the Italians. They respected the armed 
heresy of the GOt1IS; but their pious rage was safely pointed 
againl)t, the rich and defenceless Jews, who had formed their 
establishments at Naples, Rome, Ravenna, ~nlan, and Genoa, for 
the benefit of trade, and under the sanction of the laws. ~6 Their 
persons were insulted, their effects were pillaged, and their 
synagogues were burnt by the mad populace of Ravenna and 
Rome, inflamed, as it should seem, by the most frivolous or ex­
travagant pretences. The government which could neglect, would 
have deserved such an outrage. .A. legal inquiry was instantly 
directed; and as the authors of the tumult had escaped in the 
crowd, the whole community was condemned to repair the damage; 
an~ the obstinate bigots, who refused their contributions, were 
w]lJpped through the streets by the hand of the executioner.* 
This simple act of justice exasperated the discontent of the 
Catholics, who applauded the merit and patience of tllese holy 
confessors. Three hundred pulpits deplored the persecution of 
the church; and if the chapel of St. Stephen at Verona was 
demoliRhed by the command of Theodoric, it is probable that 
some miracle hostile to his name and dignity had been performe<l 

~ See History of the Jews, vol. iii. p. 217.-M. 
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on that sacred theatfe. At the close of a glorious life, the king of 
Italy discovered that he had excited the hatred of a people whose 
happiness he had so assiduously labored to promote; and his mind 
'Was soured by indignation, Jealousy, and the bitterness of 
unrequited love. The Gothic conqueror ~ondescended to disarm 
the unwarlike natives of Italy, interdicting all weapons of offence, 
and excepting only a small knife for domestic use. The deliverer 
of Rome was accused of conspiring with the vilest informers 
against the lives of senators whom he suspected of a secret and 
treasonable correspondence with the Byzantine court. i7 After the 
death of Anastasius, the diadem had been placed on the head of a 
feeble old man; but the powers of government were assumed by 
his nephew Justinian, who already meditated the extirpation of 
heresy, and the conquest of Italy and Africa. A rigorous law, 
which was published at Constantinople, to reduce the Arians by 
tile dread of punishment within the pale of the church, awakened 
the just resentment of Theodoric, who claimed for his distressed 
brethren of the East the same indulgence which he had so long 
granted to the Catholics of his dominions. * At his stern com­
mand, the Roman pontiff, with four illustrious senators, embarked 
on an embassy, of which he must have alike dreaded the failure or 
the success. The singular veneration shown to the first pope who 
had visited Constantinople was punished as a crime by his jealous 
monarch j the artful or peremptory refusal of the Byzantine court 
might excuse an equal, and would provoke a larger, measure of 
retaliation; and a mandate was prepared in Italy, to prohibit, 
after a stated day, the exercise of the Catholic worship. By the 
'bigotry of his subjects cnd enemies, the most tolerant of princes 
was driven to the brink of persecution; ~nd the life of Theodoric 
was too long, since he lived to condemn the virtue of Boethius 
and Symmachus. B8 

The senator Boethius B9 is the last of the Romans whom Cato or 
'Tully could have acknowledged for their countryman. As a 
wealthy orphan, he inherited the patrimony and honors of the 
Anician family, a name ambitiously assumed by the kings and 
emperors of the age; and the appellation of Manlius asserted his 
genuine or fabulous descent from a race of consuls and dictators, 

* Gibbon should not have omitted the golden words of Theodoric In a letter which 
he addressed to Justin: That to pretend to a dominion over the conscience is to 
nsurp the prerogative of God; that by the nature of things the power of sovereigns
is confined to external goYernment; that they have no right of punishment but 
over those who disturb the public peace, ot which they are the guardians; that the 
most dangerous heresy is that of a sovereign who beparates from himself a part of 
his subjects, because they believe not according to We belief. Com pure La Beau,

, vol. vih. p. 68.-M. 
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who had repulsed the Gauls from the Capitol, and sacrificed their 
sons to the discipline of the republic. In the youth of Boethius 
the studies of Rome were not totally abandoned; a Virgil 90 is 
now extant, correeted by the hand of a consul; and the professors 
of grammar, rhetoric, and jurisprudence, were maintained in their 
privileges and pensions by the liberality of the Goths. But the 
erudition of the Latin language was insufficient to satiate his ardent 
curiosity; and Boethius is said to have employed eighteen laborious 
years in the schools of Athens,91 which were supported by the zeal, 
the learning, and the diligence of Proclus and his disciples. The 
reason and piety of their Roman pupil were fortunateJy saved from 
the contagion of mystery and magic, which polluted the groves 
of the academy; but he imbibed the spirit, and imitated the 
method, of his dead and living masters, who attempted to reconcile 
the strong and subtile sense of Aristotle with the devout con­
templation and sublime fancy of Plato._ After his return to Rome, 
and his marriage with the daughter of his -friend, the patrician 
Symmachus, Boethius still continued, in a palace of ivory and 
marble, to prosecute the same studies. 92 The church was edified by 
his profound defence of the orthodox creed against the Arian, the 
Eutychian, and the N estorian heresies; and the Catholic unity 
was explained or exposed in a formal treatise by the indifference 
of three distinct though consubstantial persons. For the benefit 
of his I~atin readers, his genius submitted to teach the first elements 
of the arts and sciences of Greece. The geometry of Euclid, the 
music of Pythagoras, the arithmetic of Nicomachus, the mechanics 
of Archimede!;l, the astronomy of Ptolemy, the theology of Plato, 
and the logic of Aristotle, with the commentary of Porphyry, 
were translated and illustrated by the indefatigable pen of the 
Roman senator. And he alone was esteemed capable of describ­
ing the wonders of art, a sun-dial, a water-clock, or a sphere 
which represented the motions of the planets. From these 
abstruse speculations, Boethius stooped, or, to speak.more truly, 
he rose to the social duties of public and private life: the indigent 
were relieved by his liberality; and his eloquence, which flattery 
might compare to the voice of Demosthenes or Cicero, was 
uniformly exerted in the cause of innocence and humanity. Such 
conspicuous merit was felt and rewarded by a discerning prince: 
the dignity of Boethius was adorned with the titles of consul and 
patrician, and his talents were usefully employed in the impurtant 
station of master of the offices. Notwithstanding the equal cluims 
of the East and West, his two sons were created, in their tender 
youth. tIle consuls of the same year. 93 On the memorable day of 
their inauguration, they proceede~ in solemn pomp from their pal~ 
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ace to the forum amidst the npplause of the senate and people; and 
their joyful father, the true consul of Rome, after pronouncing an 
oration in the praise of his royal benefactor, distributed a triumphal 
largess in the games of the circus. Prosperous in his fame and 
fortunes, in his public honors and private alliances, in the cultiva­
tion of science and the consciousness of virtue, Boethius might 
have been styled happy, if that precarious epithet could be safely 
applied before the last t.erm of the life of man. 

A philosopher, liberal of his wealth and parsimonious of his 
time, might be insensible to the common allurements of ambition, 
the thirst of gold and employment. And some credit may be due 
to the asseveration of Boethms, that he had reluctantly obeyed 
the divine Plato, who enjoins every virtuous citizen to rescue the 
state from the usurpation of vice and ignorance. For the integrity 
of his public conduct he appeals to the memory of his country. 
His authority had restrained the pride and oppression of the royal 
officers, and his eloquence had delivered Paulianus from the dogs 
of the palace. He had always pitied, and often relieved, the dis­
tress of the provincials, whose fortunes were exhausted by public 
and private rapine; and Boethius alone had courage to oppose 
the tyranny of the barbarians, elated by conquest, excited by 
avarice, and, as he complains, encouraged by impunity. In these 
honorable contests his spirit soared abo'\-.:l the consideration of 
danger, and perhaps of prudence; and we may learn from the 
example of Oato, that a character of pure and inflexible virtue is 
the most apt to be misled by prejudice, to be heated by enthusiasm, 
and to confound private enmities with public justice. The disciple 
of Plato might exaggerate the infirmities of nature, and the 
imperfections of society; and the mildest f,orm of a Gothic king­
dom, even the weight of allegiance and gratitude, must be insup­
porta.ble to the free spirit of a Roman patriot. But the favor and 
fidelity of Boethius declined in just proportion with the public 
happiness j.and an unworthy colleague was imposed, to divide and 
control the power of the master of the offices. In the last gloomy 
season of Theodoric, he indignantly felt that he was a slave; but 
as his master had only power over his life, he stood without arms 
and without fear against the face of an angry barbarian, who had 
been provoked to believe that the safety of the senate was incom­
patible with his own. The senator Albinus was accused and 
already convicted on the presumption of hoping, as it was said, the 
liberty of Rome. ." If Albinus be criminal," exclaimed the orator, 
"the senate and myself are all guilty of the same crime. If we 
are innocent, Albinus is equally entitled to the protection of the 
]I\ws." These laws might not have punished the simple and 
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burren wish of an unattainable blessing; but they would have 
shown less indulgence to the rash confession of Boethius, that, 
had he known of a conspiracy, the tyrant never should. 94 The 
advocate of Albinus was soon involved in the danger am! perhaps 
the guilt of his client j their signature (which they denied as a 
forgery) was affixed to the original addless, inviting the emperor 
to deliver Italy from the Goths; and three witnesses of honorable 
rank, perhaps of infamous reputation, attested the treasonable 
designs of the Roman patrician. Of> Yet his innocence must be 
presumed, since he was deprived by Theodoric of the means of 
justification, and rigorously confined in the tow~rof Pavia, while 
the senate, at the distance of five hundred miles, pronounced a 
sentence (If comlscation and death against the most illustrious of 
its members. At the command of the barbarians, the occult science 
of a philoscpher was stigmatize~ with the names of sacrilege und 
magic. 96 A devout and dutiful attachment to the senate was con­
demned as criminal by t.he tremhling voices of the senators them­
selves; and their ingratitude deserved the wish or prediction of 
Boethius, that, after him, none should be found guilty of the same 
ofIence,Q7 

While Boethius, oppressed with fetters, expected each .moment 
tlie sentence or the stroke of death, he composed, in the tower of 
Pavia, the Consolation of Philosophy~· a golden volume not un­
worthy of the leisure of Plato or Tully, but whieh claims incom­
parable merit from the barbarism of the times and the situation of 
the author. The celestial guide, whom he had so long invoked at 
Rome and Athens, now condescended to i1lumine his dungeon, to 
revive his couragc, and to pour into his wounds her salutary balm. 
She taught him to compare his long prosperity and his recent 
distress, and to conceive new hopes from the inconstancy of 
fortune. Reason had informed him of the precarious condition of 
her gifts; experience had satisfied him of their real value; he had 
enjoyed them without guilt; he might resign them without a sigh, 
and calmly disdain the impotent malice of his enemies, who had 
lcft him happiness, since they had left him virtue. From the 
earth, Boethius ascended to heaven in search of the SUPREME 
GOOD; explored the mctaphysicallabyrinth of chance and destiny, 
of prescience and free wil1, of time and eternity; and generousiy 
attempted to reconcile the perfect attributes of the Diety with the 
apparent dhlOrders of his moral and physical government. Such 
topics of consolation, so obvious, so vague, or so abtruse,~ are in­
effectual to subdue the feelings of human nature. Yet the sense 
of misfortune may be diverted by the labor of thought j and the 
sage who could artfully combine in the same work the variollil 
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riches of philosophy, poetry, and eloquence, must already havo 
possessed the intrepid calmness which he affected to seek. Sus­
pense, the worst of evils, was at length determined by the ministers 
of death, who executed, and perhaps exceeded, the inhuman 
mandate of Theodoric. A strong cord was fastened round the 
head of Boethius, and forcibly tightened, till his eyes almost 
started from their sockets; and some mercy may be discovered 
in the milder torture of beating him with clubs till he expired. VB 

But his genius survived to diffuse a ray of knowledge over the 
darkest ages of the Latin world; the writings of the philosopher 
were translated by the most glodous of the English kings,9Y und 
the third emperor of the name of Otho removed to a more honorable 
tomb the bones of a Catholic saint, who, from his Arian persecu­
tors, had acquired the honors of martyrdom, and the fame of 
miracles. 100 In the last hours of Boethius, he derived some com­
fort from the safety of his two sons, of his wife, and of his father­
in-law, the venerable Symmachus. But the grief of Symmachus 
was indiscreet, and perhaps disrespectful: he had presumed to 
lament, he might dare to revenge, the death of an injured friend. 
He was dragged in chains from Rome to the palace of Ravenna; 
and the suspicions of Theodoric could only be appeased by the 
blood of an innocent and aged senator. IOI 

Humanity will be disposed to encourage any report which 
testifies the jurisdiction of conscience and the remorse of kings ; 
and philosophy is not ignorant that the most horrid spectres are 
sometimes created by the powers of a disordered fancy, and the 
weakness of a distemp~red body. After a life of virtuc and glory, 
Theodoric was now descending with sbame and guilt into the 
grave; his mind was humbled by the contrast of the past, and 
justly alarmed by the invisible terrors of futurity. One evcning, 
as it is related, when the head of a large fish was served on tbe 
royal table,IO!l he suddenly exclaimed that he beheld the angry 
countenance of Symmachus, his eyes glaring fury and revenge, 
and his mouth armed with long sharp teeth, which threatened to 
devour him. The monarch instantly retired to his chamber, and, 
as he lay, trembling with aguish cold, under a weight of bed­
clothes, he expressed, in broken murmurs to his physician 
Elpidius, his deep repentance for the murders of Boethius and 
Symmachus. l03 His malady increased, and nfter a dysentery, 
which continued three days, he expired in the palace of Ravenna, 
in the thirty-third, or, if we compute from the invasion of Italy, 
in the thirty-seventh year of his rClgn. Conscious of his approach. 
ing eIXl, he divided his treasures and provinces between his two' 
grandsons, and fixed tho Rhone as "their commou boundary. lot 
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Arnalaric'Aras restored to the throne of Spain. Ita!Yr '"\Vi1Jh all the 
{~onquests of the Ostrogoths, was bequeathed to lUha'Iaric ; wlJose 
nge did not exceed ten years, but who was chrrished al:! 'the last 
male offspring of the line of AmaIi, by the short-liV'ed maninge of 
his mother Amalasontha with a royal fugitive of the same blood. lUG 

[n the presence of the dying monarch, the Gothic chiefs and 
Italian magistrates mutually engaged their faith and loyalty to the 
,oung prince, and to his guardian mother; and received, in tIle 
same awful moment, his last salutary advice, to maint~in the laws, 
to love the senate and people of Rome, and to cultivate with 
decent reverence the friendship of the emperor. 106 The monument 
of Theodoric was erected by his daughter Amalasontha, in a con­
spicuous sit'.lation, which commanded the city of Ravenna, the 
harbor, and the adjacent coast. A chapel of a circular form, thirty 
feet in diameter, is crowned by a dome of one entire piece of 
granite: from the centre of the dome four columns arose, which 
supported, in a vase of porphyry, the remains of the Gothic king, 
surrounded by the brazen statues of the twelve apostles. 107 His 
spirit, after some preVious expiation, might have been permitted 
to mingle with the benefacturs of mankind, if an Italian hermit 
had not heen witness, in a vision, to the damnation of Theodoric, lUS 

Whose soul was plunged, by the ministers of dhine vengeance, 
into the volcano of Lipari, one of the flaming mouths of the infer­
r.al world. 1clu 

CHAPTER XL. 

kLEVATION OF JUSTIN THE ELDER.-REIGN OF JUSTINIAN.--I. THE 
EMPRESS THEODORA. - II. FACTIONS OF THE CIRCUS AND SEDITION 
,OF CONSTANTINOPLE.-III. TRADE AND MANUFACTURE OF SILK.­
IV. FINANCES AND TAXES.-V. EDIFICES OF .JUSTINIAN.-CHURCH 
OF ST. SOPIDA.-FORTIFICA'rIONS AND FRONTIERS OF THE EAST­
ERN EMPIRE.-ABOLITION OF THE SCHOOLS OF ATHENS AND TIlE 
CONSULSHIP OF ROME. 

THE emperor Justinian was born t near the ruins of Sardica 
(the modern Sophia), of an obscure race 2 of barbarians, S the in­
habitants of a wild and desolate country, to which the names of 
Dardania, of Dacia, and of Bulgaria, have been successively ap­
plied. His elevation was prepared by the adventurous spirit of 
his uncle Justin, who, with two other peasants of the same vil­
lage, dr-serted, for the profession of arms, the more useful em­
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ployment of husbandmen or shepherds. 4 On foot, with a scanty 
provision of biscuit in their knapsacks, the three youths followed 
the high road of Constantinople, and were soon enrolled, for their 
strength and stature, among the guards of -the emperor Leo. 
Under the two succeeding reigns, the fortunate peasant emerged 
to wealth and honors; and his escape from some dangers which 
threntened his life was afterwards ascribed to the guardian angel 
who watches over the fate of kings. His long and laudable ser­
vice in the lsaurian and Persian wars would not have preserved 
from oblivion the name of Justin; yet they might warrant the 
military promotion, which in the course of fifty years he grad­
ually obtained; the rank of tribune, -of count, and of general; 
the dignity of senator, and the command of the guards, who 
obeyed him as their chief, at the important crisis when the em­
peror Anastasius was removed from the world. The powerfnl 
kinsmen whom he had raised and enriched were excluded from 
the throne; and the eunuch Amantius, who reigned in the pal­
ace, had secretly resolved to fix the diadem on the head of the 
most obsequious of his creatures. A liberal donative, to concilt­
ate the suffrage of the guards, was intrusted for that purpose in 
the hands of their commander. But these weighty arguments 
were treacherously employed by Justin in his own favor; and as 
no competitor presumed to appear, the Dacian peasant was in­
vested with the purple by the unanimous consent of the soldiers, 
who knew him to be brave and gentte, of the clergy and people, 
who believed him to be orthodox, and of the provincials, who 
yielded a blind and implicit submission to the will of the capital. 
The elder Justin, as he is distinguished from another emperor of 
the same family and name, ascended the Byzantine throne at the age 
of sixty-eight years; and, had he been left to his own guidance, 
every moment of a nine years' reign must have exposed to his sub­
jects the impropriety of their choice. His ignorance was simila.r 
to that of Theodoric; and it is remarkable thdt, in an age nut des­
titute of learning, two contemporary monRrchs had never been 
instructed in the knowledge of the alphabet.* But the genius of 
Justin was far inferior to that of the Gothic king: the experience­
of a soldier had not qualified him for the government of an em­

.pire; and though personally brave, the consciousness of his own 
weakness was naturally attended with doubt, distrust, and politio 

cal apprehension. But the official business of the state was dili­
gently and faithfully transacted by the qurestor Proclus j Ii and 

*St. :Martin questions the fact in both cal"es. The hmorance of Justin rests on 
the secret hil:ltory of Procopius, vol. viii. p. 8. St. Martin's notes on Lc Beau.-M. 
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the aged emperor adopted thc talents and ambition of his nephew 
Justinian, an aspiring youth, wllOm his uncle l1ad drawn from tho 
rustic solitude of Dacia, and educated at Constantinople, as the 
heir of his private fortune, 'and at-length of tlle Eastern empire. 

Since the eunuch Amantius had been defrauded of his money, 
it became necessary to deprive him of his life. The task was 
easily accomplished by the charge of a real or fictitious conspir­
acy; and the judges were informed, as :m accumulation of guilt, 
that he was secretly addicted to the M:anichrean heresy. 6 Aman­
tius lost his head; three of his companions, the first domestics of 
the palace, were punished either with death or exile; and their 
unfortunate candidate for the purple was cast into a deep dun­
geon, overwhelmed with stones, and ignominiously thrown, with­
out hurial, into the sea. The ruin of Vitalian was a work of more 
difficulty and danger. That Gothic chief had rendered himself 
popular by the civil war which he boldly waged against Anasta­
sius for the defence of the orthodox faith, and after the conclu­
sion of an advantageous treaty, he still remained in tIle neigllbor­
hood of Constantinople at the head of a formidable and victorious 
army of barbarians. By the frail security of oaths, he was tempted 
to relinquish this advantageous situation, and to trust his person 
within the'walls of a city, whose inhabitantsl particularly the blue 
faction, were artfully incensed against him by the remembrance 
even of his pious hostiHties. The emperor and his nephew em­
braced him as the faithful and worH1Y champion of the church 
and state; and gratefully adorned their favorite with the titles of 
consul and general; but in the seventh month of his consulship, 
Vitalian was stabbed with sevente.en wounds at the royal ban­
quet ; 7 and Justinian, who inherited the spoil, was accused as tl1e 
assassin of a spiritual brother, to whom he had recently pledged 
his faith in the participation of the Christian mysteries. 8 After 
the fall of his rival, he was promoted, without any claim of mili­
tary service, to the office of master-general of the Eastern armies, 
whom it was his duty to lead into the field against the public en­
emy. But, in the pursuit of fame, Justinian might have lost hili! 
present dominion o~er the age and weakness of his uncle; and 
lllstead of acquiring by Scythian or Persian trophies the applause 
of his countrymen,9 the prudent warrior. solicited their favor in 
the churches, the circus, and the senate, of Con3tantinople. The 
Catholics were attached to the nephew of Justin, who, between 
~he ~estorian and Eutychian heresies, trod the narrow path of 
lll~ex]ble and intolerant orthodoxy. to In the first days of the new 
rClgn he prompted and gratified the popular enthusiasm against 
the memory of the deceased emperor. After a schism of thirty~ 
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four years, he reconciled the proud and angry spirit of the Ro­
man pontiff, and spread among the Latins a favorable report of 
his pious respect for the apostolic see. ,The' thrones of the East 
were filled with Catholic bishops -devoted to his interest, the 
clergy and the monks were gained by his liberality, and the peo­
ple were taught to pray for their future sovereign, the hope and 
pillar of the true religion. The magnificence of Justinian was 
displayed in the superior pomp of his public spectacles, an object 
not less sacred and important in the eyes of the multitude than 
the creed of Nice or Chalcedon: the expense of his consulship 
was esteemed at two hundred and twenty-eight thousand pieces 
of gold; twenty lions and thirty leopards were produced at the 
same time in the amphitheatre, and a numerous train of horses, 
with their rich trappings, was bestowed as an extraordinary gift 
on the victorious charioteers of the circus. While he indulged 
the people of Constantinople, and received the addresses of foreign 
kings, the nephew of Justin assiduously cultivated the friendship 
of the senate. That venerable name seemed to qualify its mem­
bers to declare the sense of the nation, and to regulate the succes­
sion of the Imperial throne: the feeble Anastasius had permitted 
the vigor of government to degenerate into the form or substance 
of an aristocracy; and the military officers who had obtained the 
senatorial rank were followed by their domestic guards, a band of­
veterans, whose arms or acclamations 'might fix in a tumultuoJ}s 
moment the diadem of the East. The treasures of the state were 
lavished to procure the voices of the senators, and their unani­
mous wish, that he would be pleased to adopt Justinian for his 
colleague, was communicated to the emperor. But this request, 
w,hich too clearly admonished him of his approaching end, was 
unwelcome to the jealous temper of an aged mon~rch, desirous to 
retain the power which h3 was incapable of exercising; and Jus­
tin, holding his purple with both his hands, advised him to pre­
fer, since an election was so profitable, some older candidate. 
Notwithstanding this reproach, the senate proceeded to decorate 
Justinian with the royal epithet of 1WUlissimus; and their decree 
was ratified by the afiection or the 'fears of his uncle. After some 
time, the languor of mind and body, to which he was reduced by 
an incurable wound in Ilis thigh, indispensably required the aid of 
a guardian. lie summoned the patriarch and senators; and in 
their presence solemnly placed the diadem on the head of his 
nephew, who was conducted from the palace to the circus, and 
saluted by the loud and joyful applause of the people. The life 
of Justin was prolonged about four months; -but, from the instant 
of this ceremony he was considered as dead to thc empire, which 
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acknowledged Justinian, in the forty-fifth year of his age, for the 
lawful sovereign of the East. ll 

From his elevation to his death, Justinian governed the Roman 
empire thirty-eight years, seven months, and thirteen days. The 
events of his reign, which excite our curious attention by their 
number, variety, and importance, are diligently related by the 
secretary of Belisarius, a rhetorician, whom eloquence had pro­
moted to the rank of senator and prrefect of Constantinople. Ac­
cording to the vicissitudes of courage or servitude, of favor or 
disgrace, Procopius 12 successively composed the ltistory, the pan­
egyric, and the satire of his own times. The eight books of, the 
Persian, VandalIc, and Gothic wars,13 which are continued in the 
five books of Agathias, deserve our esteem as a laborious and suc· 
cessful imitation of the Attic, or at least of the Asiatic, writers 
of ancient Greece. His facts are collected from the personal ex­
perience and free conversation of a soldier, a statesman, and a 
traveller; his style continually aspires, and often attains, to the 
merit of strength and elegance; his reflections, more especially 
in the speeches, which he too frequently inserts, contain a rich 
fund of political knowledge; and the historian, excited by the 
generous ambition of pleasing and instructing posterity, appears 
to disdain the prejudices of the people, and the flattery of courts. 
The writings of Procupius 14 were read and applauded by his con­
temporaries: 15 but, although he respectfully laid them at the foot 
of the throne, the pride of Justinian must have been wounded by 
the praise of a hero, who perpetually eclipses the glory of his in­
active sovereign. The conscious dignity of independence was 
eubdued by the hopes and fears of a slave; and the secretary of 
Belisarius labored for pardon and reward in the six books of the 
Imperial edifices. He had dextm ously chosen a subject of apparent 
splendor, in which he could loudly celebrate his genius, the mag­
nificence, and the piety of a prince, who, both as a conqueror and 
legislator, had s!-Jrpassed the puerile virtues of Themistocles and 
CyruS.lG Disappointment might urge the.. flatterer to secret re­
venge; and the first glance of favor might again tempt him to 
suspend and suppress. a libel,11 in which the Roman Cyrus is de­
graded into an odious and contemptible tyrant, in which both the 
emperor and his consort Theodora are seriously represented as 
two dremons, who had assumed a human form for the destruction 
of mankind. 18 Such base inconsistency must doubtless sully the 
reputatioil and detract from the credit, of Procopius : yet, after 
the venom of his malignity has been suffered to exhale, the resi­
due of the anecdotes, even the most disgraceful facts, some of 
which had been tenderly hinted in his public history, are estab-­

n. E. iii.-Ia 
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lished by their internal evidence, or the authentic monaments of 
the times. 1\1 * Fl'Om these various materials, I shall now proceed 
to describe the reign of Justinian, which will deserve and occupy 
an ample space. The present chapter will explain the elevation 
and character of Theodora, the factions of the circus, and the 
peaceful administration of the sovereign of the East. In the three 
succeeding chapters I shall relate the wars of Justinian, which 
achieved the conquest of Africa and Italy j and I shall follow the 
victories of Belisarius and N arses, without disguising the vanity 
of their triumphs, or the hostile virtue of the Persian and Gothic 
heroes. The series of this and the following volume will em­
brace the jurisprudence and theology of the emperor; the con­
troversies and sects which still divide the Oriental church; the 
reformation of the Roman law, which is obeyed or respected by 
the nations of modern Europe. 

I. In the exercise of supreme power, the first act of Justinian 
was to divide it with the woman whom he loved, the famous 
Theodora,20 whose strange elevation cannot be applauded as the 
triumph of female virtue. Under the reign of Anastasius, the care 
of the wild beasts maintained by the green faction at Constantino­
}lle was intrusted to Acacius, a native of the Isle of Cyprus, who, 
from his employment, was surnamed the master of the bears. This 
honorable office was given after his death to another candidate, 
notwithstanding the diligence of his widow, who had already 
provided a husband and a successor. Acacius had left threll 
daughters, Comito,21 THEODORA, and Anastasia, the eldest of 
whom did not then exceed the age of seven years. On a solemn 
festival, these helpless orphans were sent by their distressed and 
indignant mother, in the garb of suppliants, into the midst of the 
theatre: th!:, green faction received them with contempt, the 
blues with compassion; and this difference, which sunk deep 
into the mind of Theodora, was felt long afterwards in the ad­
ministration of the empire. As they improved in age and beauty, 
the three sisters were s~ccessively devoted to the public and pri­
vate pleasures of the Byzantine people j and Theodora, after fol­
lowing Comito on the stage, in the dress of a slave, with a stool 

*The Anecclota of Procopius, compared with the former works of the 8ame 
author, appear to me the basest and most disgraceful work in literature. The wars, 
whiCh he has described in the former volumes as glorions or neces~ary, are become 
llUprofitanle and wanton massacres; the bllildin~s which he celebrated, a" raised 
to the immortal honor of the great emperor, and his admirable queen, either as 
magnificent embellishments of thtftcity. or userul fortifications for the defence of 
the frontier, are become works of vain prodigality and usele8s of'ltentattrm. I doubt 
whether Gibbon has made snfficient allowance for the .. malignity" of the Allee­
dota; at all evcnt8, the extreme Ilnd disgusting profligacy ot Theodora'S early life 
rests entirell on this virulent Jibel.-M. 
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on her head, was at length permitted to exercise her independent 
talents. She neither danced, nor s'Ung, nor played on the flute; 
her skill was confined to the pantomime arts; she excelled in 
buffoon characters, and as often as the comedian swelled her 
cheeks, and complained with a ridiculous tone and gesture of the 
blows that were inflicted, the wllOle theatre of Constantinople re­
sounded with laughter and applause. The beauty of Theodora 22 

was the subject of more flattering praise,' and the source of more 
exquisite delight. Her features were delicate and regular; her 
complexion, though somewhat pale, was tinged with a natural 
color; every s~nsation was instantly expressed by the vivacity of 
her eyes; her easy motions displayed the graces of a small but 
elegant figure '; and either love or adulation migllt proclaim, tllRt 
painting and poetry were incapable of delineating the matchless 
excellence of her form. But this form was degraded by the fa­
cility with which it was exposed to the public eye, and prosti­
tuted to licentious desire Her venal charms were abandoned to 
a promiscuous crowd of citizens and strangers, of every rank, and 
of every profession: the fortunatP. lover who had been promised 
a night of enjoyment, was often driven from her bed b~ a stronger 
or more wealthy favorite; and wIlen she passed through the 
streets, her presence was avoided by all who wished to escape 
either the scandal or the temptation. The satirical historian has 
not blushed 23 to describe the naked scenes which Theodora was 
not ashamed to exhibit in the theatre. U After exhausting the 
arts of sensual pleasure, 2& she most ungratefully murmured 
against the parsimony of Nature; 26 but her murmurs, her pleas­
ures, and her arts, must be veiled in the obscurity of a learned 
language. After reigning for some time, the delight and con­
tempt of the capital, she condescended to accompany Ecebolus, a 
native of Tyre, who had obtained the government of the'African 
Pentapolis. But this union was frail and transient; Ecebolus 
Soon rejected an expensive or faithless concubine; she was re­
duced at Alexandria to extreme distress; and in her laborious rc­
~urn to ConstaI1;tinople, every city of the East admired and en­
Joyed the fair Cyprian, whose merit appeared to justify her de­
!Scent from the peculiar island of Venus. The vague commerce of 
Theodora, and the most detestable precautions, preserved her 
from the danger which she feared; yet once, and once only, she 
became a mother. The infant was saved and educated in Arabia, 
by his father, who imparted to bim, on his death-bed, that he 
was the son of an empress. Filled with ambitious hopes, the un­
suspecting youth immediately hastened to the palace of Constanti­
nople, and was admitted to the presence of his mother. As he 
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was never more seen, even after the decease of Theodora, she de. 
serves the foul imputation of extinguishing with his life a secret 
so offensive to her Imperial virtue. 

In the most abject state of her fortune and reputation, some 
vision, either of sleep or of fancy, had whispered to Theodora 
the pleasing assurance that she was destined to become the spouse 
of a potent monarch. Conscious of her approaching greatness, 
she returned from Paphlagonia to Constantinople; assumed, lilm 
a skilful actress, a more decent character; relieved her poverty 
by the laudable industry. of spinning wool; and affected a life of 
chastity and solitude in a small house, which she afterwards 
changed into a magnificent temple. 27 Her beauty, assisted by art 
or accident, soon attracted, <captivated, and iixed ,the patrician 
Justinian, who already reigned with absolute sway under the 
name of his uncle. Perhaps she contrived to enhance the value 
of a gift which she had so often lavished on the meanest of man­
kind; perhaps she inflamed, at first by mode !'It delays, and at last, 
by sensual allurements, the desires of a lover, who, from nature or 
devotion, was addicted to long vigils and abstemious diet. ·When 
his first tral1:sports had subsided, she still maintained the same as­
cendant over his mind, by the more solid merit of temper and un­
derstanding. Justinian delighted to ennoble and enrich the ob­
ject of his affection; the treaaures of the East were poured at her 
feet, and the nephew of Justin was determined, perhaps by re­
ligious scruples, to bestow on his concubine the sacred and legal 
character of a wife. But the laws of Rome expressly prohibited 
the marriage of a senator with any female who had been dishon­
ored by a servile origin or theatrical profession: the empress Lu­
picina, or Euphemia, a barbarian of rustic manners, but of irre­
proachable virtue, refused to accept a prostitute for her niece; 
and even Vigilantia, the superstitious mother of JustinIan, though 
she acknowledged the wit ana beauty of Theodora, was seriously 
apprehensive, lest the levity and arrogance of that artful paramour 
might corrupt the piety and happiness of her son. These obsta­
Cles were removed by the inflexible constancy of Justinian. He 
patiently expected the death of the empress; he despised the 
tears of his mother, who soon sunk under the weight of her afflic­
tion; and a law wus promulgated in the name of the· emperor 
Justin, which abolished the rigid jurisprudence of al!tiquity. A 

'glorious repentance (the words of the edict) was left open for the 
unhappy females who had prostituted their persons on the theatre, 
nnd they were permitted to contract a legal union with the most 
illustrious of the Romans. 28 This indulgence was speedily fol­
lowed by the solemn nuptiala of Justinian and Theodora; her 
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dignity was gradually exalted with that of her lover; and, as 
soon as Justin had invested his nephew with the purple, the pa­
triarch of Constantinople placed the diadem on the heads of the 
emperor and empress of the East. But the usual llOnors, which 
the severity of Roman manners had allowed to the wives of 
princes, could not satisfy either the ambition of Theodora or the 
fondness of Justinian. He seated her on the throne as an equal 
and independent colleague in the sovereignty of the empire, and 
an oath of allegiance was imposed on the governors of the prov­
inces in the joint names of Justinian and Theodora. 29 The East­
ern world fell prostrate before the genius and fortune of the 
daughter of Acacius. The prostitute, who, in the presence of 
innumerable spectators, had polluted the theatre of Constantino­
ple, was adored as a queen in the same city, by grave magistrates, 
orthodox bishops, victorious generals, and captive monarchs. 30 

Those who believe that the female mind is totally depraved by 
the loss of chastity, will eagerly listen to all the invectives of pri­
vate envy, or popular resentment, which have dissembled the vir­
t~cs of Theodora, exaggerated her vices, a~d condemned with 
rlgor the venal or voluntary sins of the youthful harlot. From 
a motive of shame or contempt, she often declined the servile 
homage of the multitude, escaped from the odious light of the 
capital, and passed the greatest part of the year in the palaces 
and gardens which were pleasantly seated on the sea-coast of the 
Propontis and the Bosphorus. Her private hours were devoted to 
the prudent as well as grateful cafe of her beauty, the luxury of 
the bath and table, and the long slumber of the evening and the 
morning. Her secret apartments were occupied by the favorite 
women and eunuchs, whose interests and passions she indulged at 
the expense of justice; the most illustrious personages of the 
state were crowded into a dark and sultry ante-chamber, and 
when at last, after a tedious attendance, they were admitted to 
kiss the feet of Theodora, they experienced, as her humor might 
~uggest, the silent arrogance of an empress, or the capricious lev­
Ity of a comedian. Her rapacious avarice to accumulate an im­
\Dense treasure may be excused by the apprehension of her hus­
band's death, which could leave no alternative between ruin and 
Lhe throne; and fear as well as ambition might exasperate Theo­
dora against two generals, who, during the malady of the em­
pe~or, had rashly declared that they were not disposed to ac­
qUIesce in the choice of the capital. But the reproach of cruelty, 
so repugnant even. to her softer vices, has left an indelible stain on 
the.momory of Theodora. Her numerous spies observed, and zeal­
OUSLY reported, every action. or word, or look, injurious to their 
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royal mistress. Whomsoever they accused were cast into her pc. 
culiar prisons,31 inaccessible to the inquiries of justice; and it 
was rumored, that the torture of the rack or scourge had been in­
flicted in the presence of the female tyrant, insensible to the voice 
of prayer or of pity. 32 _ Some of these unhappy victims perished in 
deep, unwholesome dungeons, while others were permitted, after 
the loss of their limbs, their reason, or their fortunes, to appear 
in the world, the living monuments of ner vengeance, which was 
commonly extended to the children of those whom she had sus­
pected or injured. The senator or bishop, whose death or exile 
Theodora had pronounced, was delivered to a trusty messenger, 
and his diligence was quickened by a menace from her own 
mouth. " If you fail in the execution of my commands, I swear 
by Him who liveth forever, that your skin shall be flayed from 
your body." 33 . 

If the creed of Theodora Ilad not been tainted with heresy, her 
exemplary devotion might have atoned, in the opinion of her con­
temporaries, for pride, avarice, and cruelty. But if she employed 
her influence to assuage the intolerant fury of the emperor, the 
present age will allo~v some merit to her religion, and much indul­
gence to her speCUlative errors. 3~ The name of Theodora was in­
troduced, with equal honor, in all the pious and charitable found­
ations of Justinian; and the most benevolent institution of his 
reign may be ascribed to the sympathy of the empress for her l~ss 
fortunate sisters, who had been seduced, or compelled to embrace 
the trade of prostitution.· A palace, on the Asiatic side of the 
Bosphorus, was converted into a stately and sp~cious monastery, 
and a liberal maintenance was assigned to five hundred women, 
who had been collected from the streets and brothels of Constan­
tinople. In this safe and holy retreat they were devoted to per­
petual confinement; and the despair of some, who threw them­
selves headlong into the sea, was lost in the gratitude of the peni­
tents, who had been delivered from sin and misery by their gen­
erous benefactress. 36 The prudence of Theodora is celebrated by 
Justinian himself; and his laws are attributed to the sage coun­
sels of his most reverend wife, whom he had received as the gift of 
the Deity. 38 Her courage was displayed amidst the tumult of the 
people and the terrors of the court. Her chastity, from the mo­
ment of her union with Justinian, is founded on the.silence of her 
implacable enemies; and although the daughter of Acacius 
might he satiated with love, yet some applause-is due to the firm­
ness of a mind which could sacrifice pleasure and habit to the 
stronger sense either of duty or interest. The wishes and prayers 
of Theodora could never obtain the blessing 'of a lawful SOD, and 
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she buried an infant daughter, the sole offspring of her marriage. 3r 

Notwithstanding this disappointment, her dominion was perma­
nent and absolute j she l)reserved, by art or merit, the affections 
of Justinian j and their seeming dissensions were always fatal to 
the courtiers who believed them to be sincere. Perhaps her 
health had been impaired by the licentiousness of her youth j 
but it was always delicate, and she was directed by her physicians 
to use the Pythian warm baths. In this journey the empress was 
followed by the Prrotorian prrefect, the great treasurer, several 
counts and l)atricians, and a splendid train of four thousand attend­
ants: the highways were repaired at her approach; a palace was 
erected for her reception; and as she passed through Bithynia) 
she distributed liberal alms to the churches, the monasteries, ane 
the hospitals,- that they might implore Heaven for the restoration 
of her health. sa .At length, in the twenty-fourth year of her mar­
riage, and the twenty-second of her reign, she was consumed by a 
cancer j 3G aDd the irreparable loss waG deplored by her husband, 
who, in the room of a theatrical prostitute, might have selected the 
purest and most noble virgin of the East. 40 

II. .A material difference may be observed in the games of an­
tiquity : the most eminent of the Greeks were actors, the Romans 
were merely spectators. '1'he Olympic stadium was open to 
wealth, merit, and ambition; and if the candidates could depend 
on their personal skill and activity, they might pursue the foot­
step~ of Diomede and ~Ienelaus, and conduct their own horses in 
the rapid career.41 . Ten, twenty, forty chariots were allowed to 
start at the same instant; a crown of leaves was the reward of the 
victor; and his fame, with that of his family and country, was 
chanted in lyric strains more durable than monuments of bras' 
and marble. But a senator, or even a citizen, conscious of his 
dignity, would have blushed to expose his person or 11is horses in 
the circus of Rome. The games were exhibited at the expense 
of the republic, the magistrates, or the emperors: but the reins 
were abandoned to servile hands; and if the profits of n favorite 
charioteer sometimes exceeded those of an advocate, they must 
be considered as the effects of popular extravagance, and the high 
wages of a disgraceful profession. The race, in its first institution, 
was a simple contest of two chariots, whose drivers were distin­
guished by white and red liveries: two additional colors, a light 
green, and a crerulean blue, were afterwards introduced; and as 
the races were repeated twenty-five times, one· hundred chariots 
contributed in the same day to the pomp of the circus. The four 
f(~cti0n8 Soon acquired a legal establishment, and a mysterious 
prlgin, and their -fanciful colors were derived from the various up­
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pearances of· nature in the four seasons of tllC year; tl1e red dog­
star of summer, the snows of winter, the deep shades of autumn, 
and the cheerful verdure of the spring.42 Another interpretation 
preferred the elements to the seasons, and the struggle of the 
green and blue was supposed to represent the conflict of the earth 
and sea. Their respective victories announced either a plentiful 
harvest or a prosperous navigation, and the hostility of the hus­
bandmen and mariners was somewhat less absurd than the blind 
ardor of the Roman people, who devoted their lives and fortunes 
to the .color which they had espoused. Such folly was disdained 
and indulged by the wisest princes; but the names of Caligula, 
Nero, Vitellius, Verus, Commodus, Caracalla, and Elagabalus, 
were enrolled in the blue or green factions of the circus: they 
frequented their stables, applauded their favorites, chastised their 
antagonists, and deserved the esteem of the populace by the nat­
ural or affected imitation of their manners. The bloody and tu­
multuous contest continued to disturb the public festivity. till the 
last age of the spectacles of Home; and Theodoric, from a motive 
of justice or affection, interposed his authority to protect the 
greens against the violence of a consul and a patrician, who were 
-passionately addicted to the blue faction of the circus. 43 

Constantinople adopted the follies, though not the virtues, of 
ancient Rome; and the same factions which had agitated the cir­
eus~ raged with redoubled fury in the hippodrome. Under the 
reign of Anastasius, this popular frenzy was inflamed by religious 
zeal; and the greens, who had treacherously concealed. stones and 
daggers under baskets of fruit, massacred, at a solemn festival, 
three thousand of their blue ad versaries. U From the capital this 
pestilence was ditfused into the provinces and cities of the East, 
and the sportive distinction of two colors produced two strong and 
irreconcilable factions, which shook the foundations of a feeble 
government. 4li The popular dissensions, founded on the most seri-' 
ous interest, or holy pretence, have scarcely equalled the obstinacy 
of this wanton discord, which jnvaded the peace of families, di­
vided friends and brothers, and tempted the female sex, though 
~eldom seen in the circus, to espouse the inclinations of their 
lovers, or to contradict the wishes of their husbands. Every law, 
either human or divine, was trampled under foot, and as long as 
the party was successful, its deluded followers appeared careless 
of private distress or public calamity. The license, without the 
freedom; of democracy, was revived at Antioch and Constantino­
ple, and the support of a faction became necessary to every candi­
date for C!ivil or ecclesiastical honors. A secret attachment to the 
family of ",Jct of Anastasius was imputed to the greens; .the blues 
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were zealously devoted to the cause of orthodoxy and Justinian, 41 

and tlleir grateful patron protected, above five years, the disorders 
of a faction, whose seasonable tumults overawed the palace, the 
senate, and the capitals of the East. Insolent with royal favor, 
the blues affected to strike terror by a peculiar and barbaric 
dress, the long hair of the Huns, their close sleeves and ample 
garments, a lofty step, and a sonorous voice. In the day they 
concealed their two-edged poniards, but in the night they boldly 
assembled in arms, and in numerous bands, prepared for every act 
of violence and rapine. Their adversaries of the green faction, 
or even inoffensive citizens, were stripped and often murdered by 
these nocturnal robbers, and it became dangerous to wear any 
gold buttons or girdies, or to appear at a late hour in the streets 
of a peaceful capitai. A daring spirit, rising with impunity, pro­
ceeded to violate the safeguard of private houses; and fire was 
employed to facilitate the attack, or to conceal the qrimes of these 
factious rioters. No place was safe or sacred from their depreda­
tions ; to gratify either avarice or revenge, they profusely spilt the 
blood of the innocent; churches and altars were polluted by 
atrocious murders; and it was the boast of the assassins, that 
their dexterity could always inflict a mortal wound with a single 
stroke of their dagger. The dissolute youth of Constantinople 
ad~)pted the blue livery of disorder; the laws were silent, and the 
honds of society were relaxed: creditors were compelled to resign 
their obligations; judges t,o reverse their sentence; masters to 
enfranchise their slaves; and fathers to supply the extravagance 
of their children; noble matrons were prostituted to the lust of 
their servants; beautiful boys were torn from the arms of their 
parents; and wives, unless they preferred a voluntary death, were 
ravished in the presence of their husbands. U The despair of the 
greens, who were persecuted by their enemies, and deserted by 
the magistrates, assumed the privilege of defence, perhaps of re­
taliation j but those who survived the combat were dragged to ex­
ecution, and the unhappy fugitives, escaping to woods and caverns, 
preyed without mercy on the society from whence they were ex­
pelled. Those ministers of justice who had courage to punish 
tl!e crimes, and to brave the resentment, of the blues, became the 
vIctims of their indiscreet zeal; a prmfect of Constantinople fled 
fo~ refuge to the holy sepulchre, a count of the East was igno­
mmiously whipped, and a governor of Cilicia was hanged, by the 
order of Theodora, on the tomb of two assassins whom he had 
condemned for the murder of his groom, and a daring attack 
up?n his own life.4s An aspiring candidate may be tempted to 
bUIld his greatness on the public confusion, but it is the interest 
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as well as' duty of a sovereign to maintain the authority of tllS 
laws. 1.'he first edict of Justinian, which was often repeated and 
sometimes executed, announced his firm resolution to support the 
innocent, and to chastise the guilty, of every denomination and 
color. Yet the balance of justice was still inclined-in favor of the 
blue faction, by the secret affection, the habits, and the fears of 
the emperor; his equity, after an apparent struggle, submitted, 
without reluctance, to the implacable passions of Theodora, and 
the empress never forgot, or forgave, the injuries of the comedian. 
At the accession of the younger Justin, the proclamation of equal 
and rigorous justice indirectly condemnea the partiality of the 
former reign. '(Ye blues, Justinian is no more 1 ye greens, he is 
still alive !" .iJ 

A sedition, which almost laid Constantinople in ashes, was ex­
cited by the mutual hatred and momentary reconciliation of the 
two factions. In the fifth year.of his reign, Justinian celebrated 
the festival of the ides of January: tho-games were incessantly dis­
turbed by the clamorous discontent of the greens: till the twentyu 
second race, the emperor maintained his silent gravity; at length, 
yielding to his impatience, he condescended to hold, in abrupt 
sentences, and by the voice of a crier, the most singular dialogue 61) 

that ever passed between a prince and his subjects. . Their first 
complaints were respectful and modest; they accused the subur­
dinate ministers of oppression, and proclaimed their wishes for 
the long life and victory of the emperor. "Be patient and at~ 
tentive, ye insolent railers!" exclaimed Justi~ian; "be mute, ye 
Jews, Samaritans, and Mallichreans!" The greens still attempted 
to awaken his compassion. "We are poor, we are innocent, we 
are injured, we dare not pass through the streets: a general 
persecution is exercised against our name and color. Let us die, 
o emperor! but let us die by your command, and for your 
service !" But the repetition of partial and passionate invec­
tives degraded, in their eyes, the majesty of the purple: they re­
nounced allegiance to the prince who refused justice to his peo­
pIe; lamented that the father of Justinian had been born; and 
branded his son with the opprobrious names of a homicide, an 
ass, and a perjured tyrant. "Do you despise your lives?" cried 
the indignant monarch: the blues rose with fury from their seats; 
their hostile clamors thundered in the hippodrome; and their 
adversaries, deserting the unequal contest, spread terror and de­
spair through the streets of Constantinople. At this dangerous 
moment, seven notorious assassins of both factions, who had been 
condemned by the prrefect, were carried round the city, and after­
wards transported to the pl,ace of. execution in the suburb of Pera. 



OF THE ROl£AN ElIIPIRE. 41 

FOur were immediately beheaded; a fifth was hanged: but when 
the same punishment was inflicted on the remaining two, the rope 
broke, they fell alive to the ground, the populace applauded their 
escape, and the monks of St. Conon, issuing from the neighbor­
ing convent, cDnveyed theJ,Il in a boat to the sanctuary of the 
church. l>l As one of these criminals was of the blue, and the other 
of the green livery, the two factions were equally provoked by the 
cruelty of their oppressor, or the ingratitude of their patron; and 
a short truce was concluded till they had delivered their prisoners, 
and satisfied their revenge. The palace of the prrefect, who with­
stood the seditious torrent, was instantly burnt, his officers and 
guards were massacred, the prisons were forced open, and freedom 
was restored to those who could only use it for the public destruc­
tion. A military force, which had been despatched to the aid of 
the civil magistrate, was fiercely encountered by an armed multi­
tude, whose numbers and ,boldness continually increased; and the 
Heruli, Ute wildest barbarians in the service of the empiret over­
turned the priests and their relics, which,' from a pious motive, 
had been rashly interposed to sel)arate the bloody conflict. 'fhe 
tumUlt was exasperated by this sacrilege, the people fought with 
enthusiasm in the cause of God; the women, from the roofs and 
windows, showered stones on the hends of the soldiers, who 
darted firebrands against tht houses; and the various flames, which 
had been kindled by the hands of citizens and strangers, spread 
without control over the face of the city. The conflagration in­
volved the cathedral of St. Sophia, the baths of Zeuxippus, a part 
of the palace, from the first entrance to the altar of Mars, and the 
long portico from the palace to the forum of Constantine: . a large 
hospital with the sick patients was consumed; many churches and 
stately edifices were destroyed, and an immense treasure of gold 
and silver was either melted or lost. From such scenes of horror 
and distress, the wise and wealthy citizens escaped over the Bos­
phorus to the Asiatic side; and during five days Constantinople 
waR abandoned to the factions, whose watchword, Nnu, 'Van­
quish! has given a name to this memorable sedition. li2 

As long as the factions were divided, the triumphant blues, and 
desponding greens, appeared to behold with the sarna indifference 
the disorders of the state. They agreed> to censn..~ the co~rupt 
m~~agement of justice and the finance ; and the two ,..~sponsible 
miDlsters, the artful Tribonian, and the rapacious John of Cappa­
docia, were loudly arraigned as the authors of the public misery. 
The peaceful murmurs of the people would have been disregarded: 
they were heard with respect when the city was in flames; the 
\}urestor and the proofect were instantly removed, and their offices 
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were filled by two senators of blameless integrity. After this po~ 
ular concession, Justinian proceeded to the hippodrome to confess 
his own errors, and to accept the repentance of his grateful sub­
jects; but they distrusted his assurances, though solemnly pro­
nounced in the presence of the holy Gospels; and the emperor, 
alarmed by their distrust, retreated with precipitation to the 
strong fortress of the palace. The obstinacy of the tumult was 
now imputed to a secret and ambitious conspiracy, and a suspicion 
was entertained that the insurgents, more especially the green fac­
tion, had been supplied with arms and money by Hypatius and 
Pompey, two patricians, who could neither forget with honor, nor 
remember with safety, that they were the nephews df the emperor 
Anastasius. Capriciously trusted, disgraced, and pardoned by the 
jealous levity Of the monarch, they ha.d appeared as loyal servants 
before the throne; and, during five days of the tumult, they were 
detained as important hostages; till at length, the fears of Jus­
tinian prevailing over his prudence, he viewed the two brothers 
in the light of spies, perhaps of assassins, and sternly com­
manded them to depart from the palace. After a fruitless repre­
sentation, that obedience might lend to involuntary treason, they 
retired to their houses, and in the morning of the sixth day, Hy­
patius was surrounded and seized by the people, who, regardless 
of his virtuous resistance, and the tears of his wife, transported 
their favorite to the forum of Constantine, and instead of a diadem 
placed a rich collar on his head. If the usurper, who afterwards 
pleaded the merit of his delay, had complied with the advice of 
llis senate, and urged the fury of the multitude, their first irresist­
ible effort might have oppressed or expelled his trembling com­
petitor. The Byzantine palace enjoyed a free communication with 
the sea; vessels lay ready at the garden stairs; and a secret reso­
lution was already formed, to convey the emperor with his family 
and treasures to a. safe retreat at some distance from the capital. 

Justinian was lost, if the prostitute whom he raised from the 
theatre had not renounced the timidity, as well as the virtues, of 
her sex. In the midst of a council, where Balisarius was present, 
TheodorR. alone displayed the spirit of a hero; and she alone, 
without apprehending his future hatred, could save the emperor 
from the imminent danger, and his unworthy fears. " If flight, " 
said the consort of Justinian, "were the only means of safety, yet 
I should disdain to fly. Death is the condition of our birth; but 
they who have reigned should never survive the loss of dignity 
and dominion. I implore Heaven that I may never be seen, not a 
day, without my diadem and purple; that I may no longer behold 
the light when I cease to be saluted with the name of queen. If 
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you resolve, 0 Cresar ! to fly, you have treasures; behold the sea, 
you have ships; but tremble lest the desire of life should expose 
yon to wretched exile and ignominious death. For my own part~ 
I adhere to the maxim of antiquity, that the throne is a glorious 
sepulchre. " The firmness of a woman restored the courage to de­
liberate and act, and courage soon discovers the resources of the 
most desperate situation. It was an easy and a decisive measure 
to revive the animosity of the factions; the blues were astonished 
at their own guilt and folly, that a trifling injury should provoke 
them to conspire with their implacable enemies against a gracious 
and liberal benefactor; they again proclaimed the majesty of Jus­
tinian; and the greens, with their upstart emperor, were left 
alone in the hipprodrome. The fidelity of the gods was doubt­
ful; but the military force of Justinian consisted in three thou­
sand veterans, who had been trained to valor and discipline in the 
Persian and Illyrian wars. Under the command of Belisarius and 
Mundus, they silently marched in two divisions from the palace, 
forced their obscure way through narrow passages, expiring 
flames, and falling edifices, and burst open at the same moment 
the two opposite gates of the hipprodrome. In this narrow space, 
tne disorderly and affrighted crowd was incapable of resisting on 
either side a firm and regular nttack; the blues signalized the 
fury of their repentance; and it is computed, that above thirty 
thousand persons were slain in the merciless and promiscuous car­
nage of the day. Hypatius was dragged from his throne, ahd 
conducted, with his brother Pompey, to the feet of the emperor: 
~hey implored his clemency; but thcir crime was manifest, their 
Innocence uncertain, and Justinian had been too much terrified to 
forgive. . The next morning the two nephews of Anastasius, with 
eighteen illustrious accomplices, of patrician or consular rank, 
were privately executed by the soldiers; their bodies were 
thrown into the §lea, their palaces razed, and their fortunes con­
fiscated. The ,hippodrome itself was condemned, during several 
years, to a mournful silence: with the restoration of the games, 
t!le sam~ disorders revived; and the blue and green factions con­
t~nued to afflict the reign of Justinian, and to disturb the tranquil­
.hty of the Eastern empire. 53 

I!I. That empire, after Rome was barbarous, still embraced the 
natIOns whom she had conquered beyond the Adriatic; and as far 
a~ the frontiers of 1Ethiopia and Persia. Justininn reigned over 
sIxty-four provinces, and nine hundred and thirty-five cities; t4 

11.IS d~minions were blessed by nature with the advantages of soil, 
SItuatIon, and climate: and the improvements of human art had 
been perpetually diffused along the coast of the Mediterranean 
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and the banks of the Nile from ancient Troy to the Egyptian 
Thebes. Abraham ~& had been relieved by the well-known plenty 
of Egypt; the same country, a small and populous tract, was 
still capahle of exporting each year, two hundred and sixty thou­
sand quarters of wheat for the use of Constantinople j 56 and the 
capital of Justinian was supplied with the manufactures of Sidon, 
fifteen centtlries after they had been celebrated in the poems of 
Homer.67 The annual powers of vegetation, instead of being ex­
Imusted by two thousand harvests, were renewed and invigorated 
by skilful husbandry, rich manure, and seasonable repose. The 
breed of domestic animals was infinitely multiplied. Plantations, 
buildings, and the instruments of labor and luxury, which are 
more durable than the term of human life, were accumulated by the 
care of successive generations. Tradition preserved, and experience 
simplified, the humble practice of the arts ~ '3ociety was enriched 
!Jy the division of labor and the facility of exchange j and every 
Roman was lodged, clothed, and subsisted, by the industry of a 
thousand hands. The invention of the loom and distaff has been 
piously ascribed to the gods. In every age, a variety of animal 
and vegetable productions, hair, skins, wool, flax, cotton, and 
at length silk, have been skilfully manufactured to hide or adorn 
the humafJ. body j they were stained with an infusion of permanent 
colors; and the pencil was successfully employed to improve the 
labors of the loom. In the choice of those colors liS which imitate 
the beauties of natme, the freedom of taste and fashion was in­
dulged j but the deep purple r.~ which the Phcenicians extracted 
from a shell-fish, was restrained to the sacred person and palace 
of the emperor; and the penalties of treason were denounced 
against the ambitious subjects who dared to usurp the prerogative
(){ the throne.,lIo 

I need not explain that sille 111 is originally spun from the bowels 
of a caterpillar, and that it composes the golden tomb, from 
whence a worm emerges in the form of a butterfly. Till the reign 
of Justinian, the silk-worms who feed on the leaves of the white 
mulberry-tree were confined to China j those of the pine, the oak, 
and the ash, were common in the forests, both of Asia and 
Em'ope; but as their education is more difficult, and their pro­
duce more uncertain, they were 'generally neglected, except in 
the little island of Ccos, near the coast of Attica. A thin gauze 
was procured from their webs, and this Cean manufacture, the in­
vention of a woman, for female use, was long admired both in the 
East and at Rome. Whatever suspicions may be raised by the 
garments of the Medes and Assyrians, Virgil is the most ancient 
writer who expressly mentions the soft wool which was combed 

http:Homer.67
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from the trees of the Seres or Chinese; 62 and this natural error, 
less marvellous than the truth, was slowly corrected by the knowl­
edge of a valuable insect, the first artificer of the luxury of na­
tions. That rare and elegant luxury was censured in the reign of 
Tiberius, by the gravest of the Romans; and Pliny, in affected 
though forcible language, has condemned the thirst of gain, 
which explores the last confines of the earth, for the pernicious 
purpose of exposing to the public eye naked draperies and -trans­
parent matrons. 63 * A dress which showed the turn of the limbs, 
and color of the skin, might gratify vanity, or provoke desire; 
the silks which had been closely woven in China were sometimes 
unravelled by the Phronician women, and the precious materials 
were multiplied by a looser texture, and the intermixture of lilten 
threads. 64 Two hundred years after the age of Pliny, the usc of 
pure, or even of mixed silks, was confined to the female sex, till 
the opUlent citizens of Rome and the provinces were insensibly 
familiarized with the example of Elagabalus, the first who, by this 
effeminate habit, had sullied the dignity of an emperor and a 
man. Aurelian complained, that a pound of silk was sold at 
Rome for twelve ounces of gold; but the supply increased with 
-the demand, and the price diminished with the supply..If acci­
dent or monopoly sometimes raised the value even above the 
standard of Aurelian, the manufacturers of Tyre and Berytus were 
sometimes compelled, by the operation of the same causes, to 
content themselves with a ninth part of that extravagant rate. 6 r. 
A law was thought necessary to discriminate the dress of come­
dians from that of senators; and of the silk exported from its 
native country the far greater part was consumed by the subjects 
of Justinian. They were still more intimately acquainted with a 
shell-fish of the l\Iediterranean, surnamed the silk-worm of the 
~ea: the fine wool or hair by which the mother-of-pearl affixes 
ltself to the' rock, is now manufactured for curiosity rather than 
use: and a robe obtained from the same singular materials was 
the gift of the Roman emperor to the satraps of Armenia. 66 

A valuable merchandise of small bulk is capable of defraying 
the expense of land-carriage; and the caravans traversed the 
whole latitude of Asia in two hundred and forty-three days from 
the Chinese Ocean to the se-a-coast of Syria. Silk was immedi­
ately delivered to the Romans by the Persian merchants,67 who 
frequented the fairs of Armenia and Nisibis; but this trade, 
which in the intervals of truce was oppressed by avarice and jeal­

*Gi!>bon must bave written transparent draperies and naked matrons. Though
sometimes affected, beis never innccurate.-M. 
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ouay, was totally interrupted by the long wars of the rival mon­
archies. The great king might proudly number Sogdiana, and 
even Serica, among the provinces of his empire; but his real do­
minion was' bounded by the Oxus; and his useful intercourse 
with the Sogdoites, beyond the rIver, depended on the pleasure 
of their conqnerors, the white Buns, and the Turks, who succes­
sively reigned over that industrious people. Yet the most savage 
dominion has not extirpated the seeds of agriculture and com.. 
merce, in a region which is celebrated as one of the four gardena 
of Asia; the cities of Samarcand and Bochara are advantageously 
seated for. the exchange of its various productions; and their 
merchants purchased from the Chinese, 68 the raw or manufactured 
silk which they transported into Persia for the use of the Roman 
empire. In the vain capital of China, the Sogdian caravans were 
entertained as the supplian.t embassies of tributary kingdoms, and 
if they returned in safety, the bold adventure was rewarded with 
exorbitant gain. But the difficult and perilous march from 
Samarcand to the first town of Shensi, could not be performed in 
1ess than sixty, eighty, or one hundred days: as soon as they had 
passed the Jaxartes they entered the desert; and the wandering 
hordes, unless they are restrained by armies and garrisons, have 
always considered the citizen and the traveller as the objects of 
lawful rapine. To escape the Tartar robbers, and the tyrants of 
Persia, the silk caravans explored !l. more southern road; they 
traversed the mountains of 'fhibet, descended the streams of the 
Ganges or the Indus, and patiently expected, in ihe ports of Gu­
zerat and Malabar, the annual fleets of the West. 69 But the 
dangers of the desert were found less intolerable than toil, 
IllInger, and the loss of time; the attempt was seldom renewed, 
and the only European who has passed that unfrequented way, 
applauds his own diligence, that, in nine months after his depart­
ure from Pekin, he reached the mouth of the Indus., The ocean, 
however, was open to the free communication of mankind. 
From the great river to the Tropic of Cancer, the provinces of 
China- were subdued and civilized by the emperors of the North; 
they were filled about the time of the Christian rora with cities 
and men, mulberry-trees, and their precious inhabitants; and if 
the Chinese, with the knowledge of the compass, had possessed 
the genius of the Greeks or Phrenicians, they might have spread 
their discoveries over the southern hemisphere. I am not quali­
fied to examine, and I am not disposed to believe, their distant 
voyages to the Persian Gulf, or the Cape of Good Hope; but 
their ancestors might equal the labors and success of the present 
race, and the sphere of their navigation might extend irom the 
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rsles of J [tpan to the Straits of Malacca. the pillars, if we may 
npply that name, of an Oriental Hercules. 70 Without losiRg sight 
of land, they might sail along the coast to the.extreme promon­
tory of Achin, which is annually visited by ten or twelve ships 
laden with the productions, the manufactures, and e"\'en the arti­
ficers of China j the Island of Sumatra and the opposite peninsula 
are faintly delineated 71 as the regions of gold and silver; and the 
trading cities named in the geogt:,aphy of ptolemy may indicate 
that this wealth was not solely derived from the mines. The 
direct interval between Sumatra and Ceylon is about three hun­
dred leagues: the Chinese and Indian navigators were conducted 
by the flight of birds and periodical winds; and the ocean might 
be securely traversed in squate-built ships, which, instead of 
iron, were sewed together with the strong thread of the cocoanut. 
Ceylon, Serendib, or Taprobana, was divided between two hostile 
princes; one of whom possessed the mountains, the elephants, 
and the luminous carbuncle, and the other enjoyed the more solid 
riches of domestic industry, foreign trade, and the capacious har­
bor of Trinquemale, which received and dismisscd the fleets of 
the· East and West. In this hospitable isle, at an equal distance 
(as it was computed) from their respective countries, the silk mer­
chants of China, who had collected, in their voyages, aloes, 
cloyes, nutmeg, :\nd sandal wood, maintained a free and beneficial 
commerce with the inhabitants of the Persian Gulf. The sub­
jects of the great king exalted, without a rival, his power and 
magnificence: and the Roman, whf) confounded their vanity by 
comparing his paltry coin with a gold medal of the emperor Anas­
tasius, had sailed to Ceylon, in an .1.Ethiopinn ship, as a simI)le 
passenger. n 

As silk became of indispensable use, the emperor Justinian saw 
with concern that the Persians had occupied by land and sea the 
monopoly of this important supply, and that the wealth of his 
subjects was continually drained by a nation of enemies and idol­
aters. An active government would have restored the trade of 
EgYJ::Jt and the navigation of the Red Sea, which had decayed 
with the prosperity of the empire; and the Roman vessels migllt 
have sailed, for the purchase of silk, to the ports of Ceylon, of 
1tIalacca, or even of China. Justinian embraced a more humble 
l.J~pedicnt, and solicited the aid of his Christian allies, the lEthio­
~lans of Abyssinia, who had recently acquired the arts of naviga­
tIon, the spirit of trade, and the seaport of Adulis,73 * still deco­

*Mr. Salt obtained jnformation of coneiderable ruins of an 3!'cient town near 
2l1111a, called Azoole, which answer" to the po"itioll of Adulis. :Mr. Salt was pre­
vented by iJInc~s. :Mr. Stuart, whQDl he fcnt, by the jealousy of the natives, trom 
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rated 'With the trophies of a Grecian conqueror. Along the 
African coast, they penetrated to the equator in search of gold, 
emeralds, and aromatics; but they wisely declined an unequal 
competition, in which they must b~ always prevented by tho 
vicinity of the Persians to the markets of India; and the emperor 
submitted to the disappointment, till his wishes were gratified by 
an unexpected event. '}'he gospel had been preached to the Ind­
ians: a bishop already governed the Christians of St. Thomas on 
the pepper-coast of Malabar; a church was planted in Ceylon, 
and the missionaries pursued the foots~eps of commerce to the ex­
tremities of Asia.14 Two Persian monks had long resided in 
China, perhaps in the royal city of Nankin, the seat of a monarch 
addicted to foreign superstitions, and who actually received an 
embassy from the Isle of Ceylon. Amidst their pious occupations, 
they viewed with a curious eye the common dress of the Chinese, 
the manufactures of silk, and the myriads of silk-worms, whose 
education (either on trees or in houses) had once been considered 
as the labor of queens. 15 They soon discovered that it was im­
practicable to transport the short-lived insect, but that in the eggs 
a numerous progeny might be preserved and multiplied in a dis­
tant climate. Religion or interest llad more power over the Per­
sian monks than the love of their country: after a long journey, 
they arrived at Constantinople, imparted their project to the em­
peror, and were liberally encouraged by the gifts and promises of 
Justinian. To the historians of that prince, a campaiQ'n at the 
foot of Mount Caucasus' has seemed more deserving of Ii minute 
relation than the labors of these missionmies of commerce, who 
again entered China, deceived a jealous people by concealing the 
eggs of the silk-worm in a hollow cane, and returned in triumph 
with the spoils of the East: Under their direction, the eggs were 
hatched at the proper season by the artificial heat of dung; the 
worms were fed with mulberry leaves; they lived and labored in a 
foreign climate; a sufficient number of butterflies was saved to 
propagate the race, and trees were planted to supply the nourish­
ment of the rising generations. Experience and reflection cor­
rected the errors of a new attempt, and the Sogdoite ambassadors 
acknowledged, in the succeeding reign, that the Romans were not 
inferior to the natives of China in the education of the insects, and 
the manufactures of silk,76 in which both China and Constantino­
ple have been surpassed by the industry of modern Europe. I am 
not insensible of the benefits of elegant luXury; yet I reflect with 

Investigating these ruins: or their existence there seems no doubt. Salt's 2d Jour 
ney, p. 452. -M. 
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gome pain, that if the importers of silk had introduced the art of 
printing, already practised by the Chinese, the comedies of :Menan­
der and the entire decades of Livy would have been perpetuated 
in the editions of the sixth century. A larger view of the globe 
might at least have promoted the improvement of speCUlative sci-' 
ence, but the Christian geography was forcibly ext.racted from 
texts of Scripture, and the study of nature was the surest symp­
tom of an unbelieving mind. rrhe orthodox faith confined the 
habitable world to one temperate zone, and represented the earth 
as an oblong surface, four hundred days' journey in length, two 
hundred in breadth, encompassed by the ocean, and covered by 
the solid crystal of the firmament. 77 

IV. The subjects 'of Justinian were dissatisfied with the times, 
and with the govern'ment. Europe was overrun by the barba­
rians, and Asia by the monks : the poverty of the 'Vest discour­
aged the trade and manufactures of the East: the produce of 
labor was consumed by the unprofitable servants of the church, 
the state, and the army; and a rapid decrease was felt in the fixed 
and circulating capitals which constitute the national wealth. 
The public distress had been alleviated by the economy of Anas­
tasius, and that prudent emperor accumulated an immense treas­
ure, while he delivered his people from the most odious or op­
pressive taxes. * Their gratitude 'universally applauded the aboli­

• See the character ofAnastasius in Joannes Lydus de Magistratibus, J. iii. c. 
4}5,16, p. 230-Zl'2. ilis economy i~ there suiel to have degenerated iuto parsimony. 
Ie IS accused of baving taken away the )evyng of taxes and payment of the troops

from the municipal authorities (the decurionate) ill the Eastern Cities, and intrusted 
It to an extortionate officer named Manus. But he admits that the imperIal rev­
enue was enormoul'ly increased by this measure. A statue of iron bad been 
ercctc~ to Anustasius in the Hippodrome, on which appeared one morning this 
pa~qumade: 

EiIC6vu cOL, {3uCLAfV ICocfLocp9ope, Tnvd£ CL01JP01J 
~T~cafLeJ), cJS xaA/c~~ (ovaav), aTlfloTepav (rroAAov, Anth.), 

'ApTL 901'OV, rrevi1J~ r OAO~S, AlfloV Te Kat opyTjS 
'R (OLS, Anth.) rrUVTU q,(Je£peL (]~ f/>lAOXP1JJLoavVT/. 

relTova o~ ~/cVAA1J~ oAO~V av€()evro XUpv{30lV, 
WAypLOV cJJL1JaTTrv Tovrov 'AvuaruaLOV. 

~elOdJL KaL av, l:KvAAa, TeaiS 9pea£, fL~ at Ka~ av~ 
Bpc:i;~, xaAKet1jV oaipovu /Ct~fLaT[aa~. • • 

t !thIS epI~m is also found in the Anthology. Jacobs, vol. iv. p. 104, with some 
~ ~er readings. 

This iron statne meetly do we place 
To thee, world-wasting king, thun brass more base; 
For all tne death, the peuury, famine, woe, 
That from thy wlde-de"troymg avarice flow. 
This fell Charybdis, Scylla, near to thee, 
This fierce devouring Anaitasius, see i 



50 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

tion of the gold qf a.tfliction, a personal tribute on the industry 01 
the poor,76. but more intolerable, as it should seem, in the form 
than in the substance, since the flourishing city of Ed~ssa paid 
only one hundretl and forty pounds of gold, which was collected 
in four years from ten thousand artificer.:'!. 79 Yet such was the 
parsimony which supported this liberal disposition! that, in a reign 
of twenty-seven years, Anastasius saved, from his annual revenue, 
the enormous sum of thirteen millions sterling, or three hundred 
and twenty thousand pounds of gold. 80 His example was neg­
lected, and his treasure was abused, by the nephew of Justin. 
The riches of Justinian were speedily exhausted by aims and 
buildings, by ambitious wars, and ignominious treaties. His rev­
enues were found inadequate to his expenses. Every art was tried 
to extort from the people the gold and silver which he scattered 
with a lavish hand from Persia to France: 81 his reign was marked 
by the vicissitudes, or rather by the combat, of rapaciousness and 
avarice, of splendor and poverty; he lived with the reputation of 
hidden treasures, 8~ and bequeathed to his successor the payment 
of his debts. 83 Such a character has been justly accused by the 
voice of the people and of posterity: but public discontent is 
credulous; private malice is bold; and a lover of truth will 
peruse with a suspicious eye the instructive anecdotes of Proco­
pius. The secret historian represents only the vices of Justinian, 
and those vices nre darkened by his malevolent pencil. Ambicru­
ous actions arc imputed to the wprst motives; error is confounded 
with guilt, accident with design, and laws with abuses; the par­
tial inju.stice of a moment is dexterously applied as the general 
maxim of a reign of thirty-two years; the emperor alone is made 
responsible for the faults of his officers, the disorders of the 
times, and the corruption of his subjects; and even the calamities 
of nature, plagues, earthquakes, anu inundations, are imputed to 
the prince of the dmmons, who had mischievously assumed the 
form of Justinian. A4 

After this precaution, I shall briefly relate the anecdotes of ava­
rice and rapine uncler the following heads: I. Justinian was so 
profuse that he could not be liberal. The civil and militaryoffi­
cers, when they were admitted into the service of the palace, ob­
tained an humble mnk and a moderate stipend ; they ascended 

And tremble, Scyllal on thee, too, his greed, 
Coining thy brazen deity, may feed. 

Bat Lydus, with no uncommon inconsistency in such writers, proceeds to paint
the ch.aracter of Anastasius as endowed with almost every Virtue, 110t exc(){ltiD~ the 
utmost liberality. lie was only prevented by death from relieving his SUbJects 
nltogethl'r trom the capitation tax, which he greatly diminished.-1rl. 
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by seniority to a station of· afRuence and repose; the annual pen­
sions, of which the most honorable class was abolished by Justin­
ian, amounted to four hundred thousand pounds; and this domes­
tic economy was deplored by the venal or indigent courtiers as the 
Jast outrage on the majesty of the empire. - 'fhe posts, the sala­
ries of physicians, and the nocturnal illuminations, were objects 
of more general concern; and the cities might justly complain, 
that he usurped the municipal revenues which had been appropri­
ated to these useful institutions. Even the soldiers were injured; 
and such was the decay of military spirit, that they were injured 
with impunity. The emperor refused, at the return of each fifth 
year, the customary donative of five pieces of' gold, 'reduced his 
veterans to beg their bread, and suffered unpaid armies to melt 
away in the wars of Italy and Persia. II. The humanity of Ilis 
vredecc~sors had always remitted, in some auspicious circumstance 
of their reign, the arrears of the public tribute, and they dexter­
ously assumed tbe merit of resigning those claims which it was 
impracticable to enforce. " Justinian, in the space of thirty-twa 
years, has never granted a similar indulgence; and many of his 
~ubjects have renounced the possession of those lands whose value 
IS insufficient to satisfy the demands of the treasury. To the 
cities which had suffered by hostile inroads, Anastasius promised a 
general exemption of seven years: the provinces of Justinian have 
b~en ravaged by the Persians and Arabs, the Huns and Sclavo­
mans j but his vain and ridiculous dispensation of a single year 
has been confined tu those places which were actually taken by 
the enemy." Such is the language o~ the secret historian, who 
expressly denies that any indulgence was granted to Palestine 
after the revolt of the Samaritans; a false and odious charge, con­
futed by the authentic record, which attests a relief of thirteen 
ceutenaries of gold (fifty-two thousand pounds) obtained for that 
d~80late province by the intercession of St. Sabas. 8~ III. Proco­
plUS has not condescended to explain the system of taxation, 
which feU like a hail-storm upon the land, like a devouring pesti­
lence on its inhabitants: but we should become the accomplices 
of his malignity, if we imputed to Justinian alone the ancient 
though rigorous principle, that a whole district should be con­
~c~n.ed to sustain the partial loss of the persons or property of 
llldlVlduals. The Annona, or supply of corn for the use of the 
army and capital, :was a grievou~ and arbitrary exaction, which 
exceeded, perhaps in a tenfold proportion, the ability of the far­
me;; and his distress was aggravated by the partial il}justicc of 
'~elghts and measures, and the expense and labor of distant car­
nage. In a time of scarcity, an extraordinary requisition was 
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made to the adjacent provinces of Thrace, Bithynia, and Phyrgia : 
but the proprietors, after a wearisome journey and a perilous nave 
igation, received so inadequate a compensation, that they would 
have chosen the alternative of delivering both tbe corn and price 
at the doors of thejr granaries. These precautions might indicate 
a tender solicitude fOl' the welfare of the capital j yet Constanti­
nople did not escape the rapacious despotism of Justinian. Till 
his reign, the Straits of the Bosphorus and Hellespont were open 
to the freedom of trade, and nothing was prohibited except the 
exportation of arms for the service of the barbarians. At each of 
these gates qf the city, a prretor was stationed, the minister of Im­
perial avarice; heavy customs were imposed on the vessels and 
their merchandise j the oppression was retaliated on the helpless 
consumer; the poor were afflicted by the artificial scarcity, and 
eXOl"bitant price of the market; and a people, accustomed to de­
pend on the liberality of their ptince, might sometimes complain 
of the deficiency of water and bread. 66 The aerial tribute, with­
out a name, a law, or a definite object, was an annual gift of one 
hundred and twenty thousand pounds, which the emperor ac": 
cepted from his Prretorian prrefect; and the means of payment 
were abandoned to the discretion of that powerful magistrate. 
IV. Even such a tax was less intolerable than the privilege of 
monupolies,* which checked the fair competition of industry, 
and, for the sake of a small and dishonest gain, imposed an arbi­
trary burden on the wants and luxury of the subject. " As soon" 
(I transcribe the anecdotes) "as the exclusive sale of silk was 
usurped by the Imperial treasurer, a whole people, the manufac~ 
turers of Tyre and Berytus, was reduced to extreme misery, and 
either perished with hunger, or fled to the hostile dominions of 
Persia. " A province might suffer by the decay of its manufac­
tures, but in this example of silk, Procopius has partially over~ 
looked the inestimable and lasting benefit which the empire re­
ceived from the curiosity of Justinian. His addition of one sev­
enth to the ordinary price of copper money may be interpreted 
with the same candor j and the alteration, which might be wise, ap­
pears to ha.ve been innocent; since he neither alloyed the purity, 
nor enhanced the value, of the gold coin,81 the legal measure of 
public and private payments. V. The ample jurisdiction required 
by the farmers of the revenue to accomplish their engagements 
might be placed in an odious light, as if they had purchased frOID 

*Bullman (Geschichte des Byzantinischen Bandels, p. 15) ShOWd that the dCRpOt-­
ism of the government was aggravated by the unchecked rapacity of the officers. 
This state monopoly, even of corn, wine, aud oil, was in force at the time of tM 
1irst crusade.-.M. 
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the emperor the lives and fortunes of their fellow-citizens. And 
a more direct sale of honors and offices was transacted in the pal­
ace, with the permission, or at least with the connivance, of Jus­
tinian and Theodora. The claims of merit, even those of favor, 
'were disregarded, and it was almost reasonable to expeC't, that 
the bold adventurer, who had undertaken the trade of a magis­
trate, should find a rich compensatiun for infamy, labor, danger, 
the debts which he had contracted, and the heavy interest which 
he paid. A sense of the disgrace and mischief of this venal prac­
tice, at length awakened the slumbering virtue of Justinian; and 
he attempted, by the sanction of oaths 83 and penalties, to guard 
the integrity of his government : but at the end of a year of per­
jury, his rigorous edict was susllended, and corruption licentiously 
abused her triumph over the impotence of the laws. VI. The 
testament of Eulalius, count of the domestics, declared the em­
peror his sole' heir, on condition, however, that he should dis­
charge his debts and legacies, allow to his three daughters a" (' e­
cent maintenance, and bestow each of them in marriage, with a 
portion of ten pounds of gold. But the splendid fortune of-Eula­
lius had been consumed by fire, and the inventory of his .goods 
did not exceed the trifling Rum of five hundred and sixty-four 
pieces of gold. A similar instance, in Grecian history, admon­
i~hed the emperor of the honorable part prescribed for his imita­
tIon. He checked the selfish murmurs of the treasury, applauded 
the confidence of his friend, discharged the legacies and debts, 
educated the three virgins under the eye of the empress Theo­
dora, and doubled the marriage portion which had satisfied the 
tenderness of their father. 89 The humanity of a prince (for 
princes cannot be generous) is entitled to some praise; yet even 
III this act of virtuft we ma~ discover the inveterat.e custom of 
supplanting the legal or natural heirs, which Procopius imputes 
to the reign of Justinian. His charge is supported by eminent 
names and scandalous e\:amplcs; neither widows nor orphans 
were spared; and the art of soliciting. or extorting, or supposing 
testaments, was beneficially practised by the agents of the palace. 
~his base and mischievous tyranny invades the security of private 
lIfe; and the monarch who has indulged an'appetite for gain, will 
Soon be tempted to anticipate the momeut of succession, to inter­
pre.t wealth as an evidence of guilt, and to proceed, from the 
claIm of inheritance, to the power of confiscation. VII. Among 
the forms of rapine, a philosopher may be permitted to name the 
con,:ersion of Pagan or heretical riches to the use of the faithful; 
but In the time of Justinian this holy plunder was condemned by 
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the sectaries alone, who b}came the victims of his orthodox av~ 
rice. 90 

Dishonor might be ultimately reflected on the character of Jus­
tinian; but much of the guilt, and still more of the profit, was in­
tercepted by the ministers, who were seldom promoted for their 
virtues, and not always selected for their talents. 91 The merits of 
Tribonian the qurostor will hereafter b,e weighed in the reforma­
tion of the Roman law; but the economy of the East was subor­
dinate to the Prrotorian prrofect, and Procopius has justified his 
anecdotes by the portrait which he exposes in his public history, 
of the notorious vices of John of Cappadocia. 92 * His knowledge 
was not borrowed from the schools, ~3 and his style 'Was scarcely 
legible; but he excelled in the powers of native genius, to sug­
gest the wisest counsels, and to find expedients in the most des­
perate'situations. The corruption of his heart was equal to the 
vigor of bis understanding. Although he was suspected of magic 
and 'Pagan superstition, he appeared insensible to the fear of God 
or the reproaches of man; and his aspiring fortune was raised on 
the death of thousands, the poverty of millions, the ruins of cities, 
and the desolation of provinces. From the dawn of light to tho 
moment of dinner, he assiduously labored to enrich his master and 
himself at tho expense of the Roman world; the remainder of th(\ 
day was spent in sensual and obscene pleasures, t and the silent 
hours of the night were interrupted by the perpetual dread of tho 
justice of a:1 assassin: His abilities, perhaps his vices, recom­
menueu 111m to the lasting friendship of Justinian: the emperor 
J'ielded with reluctance to the fury of the people; his victory W9S 

displayed by the immediate restoration of their enemy; and they 
felt above ten years, under his oppressive administration, that ho 
was stimulated by revenge, rather than instructed by misfortune. 
Their murmurs served only to fortify the resolution of Justinian: 
but the prrofect, in the insolence of favor, provoked the resent· 
ment of Theodora, disdained a power before which every knee 
was bent, and attempted to sow the seeds of discord between the 
emperor and his beloved consort. Even Theodora herself waR 
constrained to dissemble, to wait a favorable moment, and, by an 

*This view, particularly of the cruelty of John of Cappadocia, is confirmed by the 
testimony of Joanne'! LyduB, who was in the office of the prrefect, and eye-witne~s 
or the tortures in1lictell by hill commaml on the miserable debtors, or (luppost'd
debtors, or the state. He mentions one horrible inEtance of a respectable 0111 man, 
with whom he was persollally aCl]uaillted. who, being suspected of p088e~sill/{ 
money, was hung up by the bauds tIll he was dead. Lydus de Magist. lib. iii. e. 57, 

P·t2~·~~~s Lydus is diffuse on this 8ubjcct, lib. iii c. 65, p. 2G8. But the indignant 
,virtue of Lydus Eeemsgreatly stimulated by the loss of bis official fees, which be 
sscri1>e:s to thl) innovations of the minister.-M. 
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R!'tful conspiracy, to render John of Cappadocia the accomplice of 
his own destruction. * At a time when Belisarius, unless he bad 
been a hero, must have shown himself a rebel, his wife Antonina, 
who enjoyed the secret confidence of the empress, communicated 
his feigned discontent to Euphemia, the daughter of the prrefect ; 
the credulous virgin imparted to her father the dangerous project, 
~nd John, who might have known the value of oaths and prom­
~ses, was tempted to accept a nocturnal, and almost treasonable, 
lllterview with the wife of Belisarius. An ambuscade of guards 
and eunuchs had been posted by the command of Theodora; th,ey 
rushed with drawn swords to seize or to punish the guilty minis­
ter: he was saved by the fidelity of llis attendants; but instead 
o~ appealing to a gracious sovereign, who had privately warned 
hIm of his danger, he pusillanimously fled to the sanctuary of the 
church. The favorite of Justinian was sacrificed to conjugal ten­
derness or domestie tranquillity; the conversion of a prrefcct into 
a priest extinguished his ambitious hopes: but the friendship 01 
the emperor alleviated his disgrace, and llC retained, in the mild 
exile of Cyzicus, an ample portion of his riches. Such imperfect 
revenge could not satisfy the unrelenting hatred of Theodora; 
the murder of his old enemy, the bishop of Cyzicus, afro) ded a 
decent pretence; and John of Cappadocia, whose actions had de­
served a thousand deaths, was at last condemned for a crime of 
W!lich he was innocent. A great minister, who had been invested 
wIth· the honors of consul and patrician, was ignominiously 
scourged like the vilest of malefactors; a tattered cloak was the 
sale remnant of his fortunes; he was transported in a bark to the 
1)lace of his banishment at Antinopolis in Upper Egypt, -and the 
proofect of the East begged his bread through the cities which 
l~ad trembled at his name. During an exile of seven years, his 
hfe was protracted and threatened by the ingenious cruelty of 
Theodora; and when her death permitted the emperor to recall a 
servant whom he had abandoned with I·egret, the ambition of 
John of Cappa do cia was reduced to the humble duties of the 
sacerdotal protession. His successors convinced the subjects of 
JUstinian, that the arts of oppression might still be improved by 
experi~nce and industry; the frauds of a Syrian banker were intro­
duced mto the administration of the finances; and the example of 

~ Al ccording to Lydns, Theodora disclosed the crimes and unpopularity of tho 
llllnbstcr to JUstinian, but the emperor had not the courage to remove, and was 
linn. Ie to replace, a servant, under whom his finances I!eemed to prosper. He 
attrIbutes the sedition and conflagration called the VtKa (see p. 41) to tho popular 
r:sertment against the tyranny of Johu, lib. iii: c. 70, p. 278. Uufortunately there 

a arge gap in his work just at this perlOd.-M. 
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the prtefect was diligently copied by the qurostor, the public and 
private treasurer, the governors of provinces, and the principal 
magistrates of the Eastern empire. g 

• 

V. The edifices of Justinian were cemented with the blood and 
treasure of his people; but those stately structures appeared to 
announce the prosperity of the empire, and actually displayed the 
skill of their architects. Both the theory and practice of the arts, 
v~pich depend on mathematical science and mechanical power, 
were cultivated under the patronage ()f the emperors; the fame of 
Archimedes was l"ivalled by Proclns and Anthemius; and if their 
miracles had been related by intelligent spectators, they might now 
enlarge the speCUlations instead of exciting the distrust of philos­
ophers. A tradition has prevailed, that the Roman fleet was re­
duced to ashes in the port of Syracuse by the burning-glasses of 
Archimedes; PI; and it is asserted that a similar expedient was 
employed by Proclus to destroy the Gothic v~sels in the harbor 
of Constantinople, and to protect his benefactor Anastasius against 
the bold enterprise of Vitalian. 96 A machine was fixed on the 
walls of the city, consisting of a hexagon mirror of polished brass, 
with.many smaller amI movable polygons to receive and reflect 
the ray~ of the meridian sun; and a consuming flame was darted, 
to the distance, perhaps, of two hundred feet. 91 The truth of 
these two extraortlinary facts is invalidated by the silence of the 
most. authentic historians; and the use of burning-glasses was 
never adopted in the attack or defence of places. 98 Yet the ad­
mirable experiments of a French philosopher ~ have demonstrated 
the possibility of such a mirror; and, since it is possible, I am 
more disposed to attribute the art to the greatest mathematicians 
of antiquity, than to give the merit of the fiction to the idle fancy 
of a monk or a sophist. According to another story, Proclus ap­
plied sulphur to the destruction of the Gothic fleet; 100 in a mod­
ern imagination, the name of sulphur is instantly connected with 
the suspicion of gunpowder, and that suspicion is propagated by 
the secret arts of his disciple Anthemius. lUI A citizen of Tralles 
in Asia had five sons, who were all distinguished iIi their respect­
ive professions by merit and success. Olympius excelled in the 
knowledge and practice of the Roman jurisprudence. Dioscorus 
and Alexander became learned physicians; but the skill of the 
former was exercised for the benefit of his fellow-citizens, while 
his more ambitious brother acquired wealth and reputation at 
Rome. The fame of Metrodorus the grammarian, and of Anthe­
mius the mathematician and architect, reached the ears of the 
emperor Justinian, who invited. them to Constantinople; and 
while the one instructed the rising generation in the schools 01 

http:Vitalian.96
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eloquence, the other filled the capital and provinces with more 
lasting monuments of his art. In a trjfling dispute re1ative to'the 
walls or windows of their contiguous houses, he had been van­
<juished by the eloquence of his neighbor Zeno; but the orator 
'\8 defeated in his turn by the master of mechanics, whose 
lnalicious, though harmless, stratagems are darkly represented by 
the ignorance of Agathias. In a lower room, Allth(mius arranged 
several vessels -or caldrons of water, each of th(;m covered by the 
wide bottom of a leathern tube, which rose to a narrow top, and 
was artificially conveyed among the joists and rafters of the adja­
cent building. A fire was Idndled beneath the caldron; the 
steam of the boiling water ascended throuQ'h the tubes; the house 
was shaken by the efforts of imprisoned air, and its trembli,ng in-/ 
habitants might wonder that the city was unconscious of the 
earthquake which they had feJt. At another time, the friends of 
Zcno, as they sat at table, were dazzled by the intolerable light 
w!lich flashed in their eyes from the reflecting mirrors of Anthe­
mlUS; they were astonished by the noise which he produced from 
the collision of certain minute and sonorous particles; and the 
orator declared, in tragic style to the senate, that a mere mortal 
m~st yield to the power of an antagonist, who shook the earth 
'~Ith the trident of Neptune, and imitate«ll'the thunder and light­
nIng of Jove himself. The genius of An.themius, and his col­
league, Isidore the Milesian, was excited and employed by a 
prince, whose taste for architecture had degenerated into a mis­
chievous and costly passion. His favorite architects submitted 
their designs and difficulties to Justinian, and discreetly confessed 
how much their laborious meditations were surpassed by the in­
t~itive knowledge or celestial inspiration of .an emperor, whose 
Vlews were always directed to the ~enefit of hIS people, the glory 
of his reign, and the salvation of his soul. 102 

The principal church, which was dedicated hy the founder of 
C0!lstantinople to St. Sophia, or the eternal wisdom, had been 
tWICe destroyed by fire; after the exile of John Ch~stom, and 
during the Ni7ca of the blue and green factions. No sooner did 
t~e tumult subside, than the Christian populace deplored their sac­
rIlegious rashness; but they might have rejoiced in the calamity, 
had they foreseen the glory of the new temple, which at the end 
?f forty days was strenuously undertaken by the piety of Justin­
Inn. 10 The ruins were cleared away, a more spacious p.1an was3 

described, and as it required t~e consent of some proprietors of 
ro~nd, they obtained the most exorbitant terms, from the eager 

CSlres and timorous conscience of the monarch. Anthemius 
formed the design, and his genius directed the hands of ten thou­
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sand workmen, whose payment in pieces f)~ nne silver was never 
delayed beyond the evening. The emperor himself, clad in a 
linen tunic, surveyed each day their rapid progress, and encour­
aged their diligence by his familiarity, his zeal, and his rewards. 
The new Cathedral of St;. Sophia was consecrated by the patri­
arch, five years, eleven months, and ten days from the first found­
ation ; and in the midst of the solemn festival Justinian exclaimed 
with devout vanity, "Glory be to God, who hath thought me 
worthy to accomplish so great a work j I have vanquished thee, 
o Solomon !" 104 But the pride of the Roman Solomon, before 
twenty years had elap3ed, was humbled by an earthquake, which 
overthrew the eastern part of the dome. Its splendor was again 

'\l'estored 	 by the per-severance of the same prince; and in the 
thirty-sixth year of his reign, Justinian celebrated the second 
dedication of a temple, which remains, after twelve centuries, a 
stately monument of his fame. The architecture of St. Sophia, 
which is now converted into the principal masch, has been imi­
tated by the Turkish sultans, and that venerable pile continues to 
excite the fond admiration of the Greeks, and the more rational 
cul'iosity of European travellers. The eye of the spectator is dis­
appointed by an irregular prospect of half-domes and shelving 
roofs: the western fra, the principal approach, is destitute of 
simplicity and magnificence j and the scale of dimensions hns 
been much surpassed by several of the Latin cathedrals. But the 
architect who first erected an aerial cupola, is entitled to the 
praise of bold design and skilful execution. The dome of St. 
Sophia, illuminated by four-and-twentywindows, is formed with 
so small a curve, that the depth is equal only to one sixth of its 
diameter; the measure of that diameter is one hundred and 
fifteen feet, and the lofty centre, where a crcscent has supplanted 
the cross, rises to the perpendicular height of one hundred and 
eighty feet above the pavement. The circle which encompasses 
the dome, lightly reposes on four strong arches, and their weight 
is firmly supported by four massy piles, whose strength is assisted, 
on the northern and southern sides, by four columns of Egyptian 
granite. A Greek cross, inscribed in a quadrangle, represents the 
form of the edifice j the exact breadth is two hundred and forty· 
three feet, and two hundred and sixty-nine may be assigned for 
the extreme length from the sanctuary in the east, to the nino 
western doors, which open into the vestibule, and from thence 
into the narthex or exterior portico. That portico was the humble 
station of the penitents. The nave or hody of the church was 
filled by the congregation of the faithful; but the two sexes 
were prudently distinguished. and the upper andJowel" galleries 
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were allotted for the more private devotion of the women. Be­
yond the northern and southern piles, a balustrade, terminated on 
either side by the thrones of the' emperor and the patriarch, 
divided the nave from the choir; and the space, as far as the 
steps of the altar, was occupied by the clergy and singers. The 
altar itself, a name which insensibly became familiar to Christian 
ears, was placed in the eastern recess, artificially built in the form 
of a demi-cylinder, and this sanctuary communicated by several 
~oors with the sacristy, the vestry, the baptistery, and the con­
tIguous bUildings, subservient either to the pomp of worship, or 
the private use of the ecclesiastical ministers. The memory of 
past calamities inspired Justinian with a wise resolution, that no 
wood, except for the doors, should be admitted into the new edi­
fice ; and the choice of the materials was applied to the strength, 
t~e light.ness, or the splendor of the respective parts. The solid 
plIes whIch contained..the cupola were composed of huge blocks 
of freestone, hewn into squares and triangles, fortified by circles 
o,r iron, and firmly cemented by the infusion of lead and quick­
lun,e : but the weight of the cupola was diminished by the levity
?f Its substance, which consists either of pumice-stone that'floats 
In the water, or of bricks from the Isle of Rhodes, five times less 
ponderous than the ordinary sort. The whole frame of the edifice 
was constructed of brick j but those base materials were con­
cealed by a crust of marble; and the inside of St. Sophia, the 
cupola, the two larger, and the sLx smaller, semi-domes, the walls, 
the hundred columns, and the pavement, dclight even the eyes 
of barbarians, with a l'ich and variegated picture. A poet, 105 who 
beheld the primitive lustre of St, Sophia, enumerates the colors, 
the shades, and the spots of ten or twelve marbles, jaspers, and 
porphyries, which nature had profusely diversified, and wbich 
w?re blended and contrasted as it were by a skilful painter. The 
trIUmph of Christ was adorned with the last spoils of Paganism, 
but the greater part of these costly stones was extracted from the 
,qna:ries of Asia :Minor, the isles and centinent of Greece, Egypt, 
Afnca, and Gaul. Eight columns of poryphry, which Aurclian 
had placed in the temple of the sun, were offered by the piety of 
a Homan matron; eight others of green marble were presented by 
the ambitious zeal of the magistrates of Ephesus: both are admir­
abl~ by their size and beauty, but every order of architecture dis­
claIms their fantastic capitals. A variety of ornaments and fig­
ures was curiously expressed in mosaic; and the images of Christ, 
of tho Virgin, of saints, and of angels, which had been defaced 
~y Turkish fanaticism, were dangerously exposed to the supersti­
hon of the Greeks. According to tbe sanctity of each object, tho 
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precious metals were distributed in thin leaves or in solid masses. 
The balustrade of the choir, the capitals of the pilIars, ,the orna­
ments of the doors and galleries, were of gilt bronze; the specta­
tor was dazzled by the glittering aspect of the cupola;. the sanc­
tuary contained forty thousand pounds weight of silver j and the 
holy vases and vestments of th<: altar were of the purest gold, en­
;riched with inestimable gems. Before the structure of the church 
"llad arisen two cubits above" the ground, forty-five thousand two 
hundred pounds were already consumed; and the whole expense 
amounted to three hundred and twenty thousand: each reader, 
ticcording to the measure of his belief, may estimate their value 
dther in gold or silver; but the sum of one million sterling is the 
:t'esult of the lowest computation. A ma¥,nificent temple is a laud­
aLJ~e monument of national taste. and relIgion j and the enthusiast 
whu ehtel'ed the dome of St. Sophia might ,be tempted to suppose 
that it \\-o:l.S the residence, or even the workmanship, of the Deity. 
Yet ho,," dull is the artifice, how insignificant is the labor, if it be 
comp9red wl~h the formation of the vilest insect that crawls upon 
the surface oI the temple I 

So minute a JC:lcription of an edifice which time has respected, 
may attest the tt-nth, and excuse the relation, of the innumerable 
works, both in thtl .!apital and provinces, which Justinian con­
structed on a smalleL' .Jcllie and less durable foundations. lOG In 
Constantinople alone, ~nd the adjacent suburbs, he dedicated 
twenty-five churches to H.e honor of Christ, the Virgin, and the 
saints : most of these chur..:hes were decorated with marble and 
gold; and their various sitm.tiun was skilfully chosen in a popu­
lous square, or a pleasant gro"\'8; on the margin of the sea-shore, 
or on some lofty eminence which overlooked the continents of 
El'lrope and Asia. The church of the Holy Apostles at Constanti­
nople, and that of St. John at Ephesus, appear to have beea 
framed on the same model: their domes aspired to imitate the 
cupolas of St. Sophia; but the altar was more judiciously placed 
under the centre of the dome, at the junction of four stately por­
ticos, which more accurately expressed the figure of the Greek 
cross. The Virgin of Jerusalem might exult in the temple erected 
by her Imperial votary on a most ungrateful spot, which afforded 
neither ground nor materials to the architect. A level was formed 
by raising part of a deep valley to the height of the mountain. 
The stones of a neighboring quarry were hewn into regu]:ll' 
forms; each block was fixed on a peculiar carriage, drawn by 
forty of the strongest oxen, and the roads were widened for the 
passage of such enormous weights. Lebanon furnished her lofti­
est ceaars for the timbers of the church; and the seasonable diS" 
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covery of a vein of red marble supplied its beautiful columns, two 
of which, the supporters of the exterior portico, were esteemed the 
largest in the world. The pious munificence of the emperor was 
diffused over the Holy Land ; and if reason should condemn the 
mona3teries of both sexes, which were built or restored by Justin­
ian, yet charity must applaud the wells which he sunk, and the 
hospitals which he founded, for the relief of the weary pilgrims. 
The schismatical temper of Egypt was ill entitled to the royal 
bounty; but in Syria and Africa, some remedies were applied to 
the disasters of wars and earthquakes, and both Carthage and 
Antioch, emerging from their ruins, might revere the name of 
their gracious benefactor. lOT A.lmost every saint in the calendar 
acquired the honors of a temple ; almost every city of the empire 
obtained the solid advantages of bridges, hospitals, and aque­
ducts; but the severe liberality of the monarch disdained to in­
dulge his subjects in the popular luxury of baths and theatres. 
W.11ile Justinian labored for the public service, he was not un­
mmdful of his own dignity and ease. The Byzantine palace, 
which had been damaged by the conflagration, was restored with 
new magnificence; and some notion may be conceived of the 
whole edifice, by the vestibule or hall, which, from the doors per­
haps, or the roof, was surnamed chalce, or the brazen. The dome 
of a spacious quadrangle was supported by massy pillars; the 
pavement and walls were incrusted with many-colored marbles­
tl~e emerald green of Laconia, the fiery red, and the white Phry­
gIan stone, intersected with veins of a sea-green hue: the mosaic 
pai~tings of the dome and sides represented the glories of the . 
Afncan and Italian triumphs. On the Asiatic shore of the Pro­
pontis, at a small distance to the east .of Chalcedon, the costly 
pal.ace and gardens of Herreum 108 were prepared for the summer 
reSIdence of Justinian, and more especially of Theodora. The 
poets of the age have celebrated the rare alliance of nature and 
art, the harmony of the nymphs of the groves, the fountains, and 
the waves: yet the crowd of attendants who followed the court 
complained of their inconvenient lodgings, 109 and the nymphs 
Were too often alarmed by the famous Porphyrio, a whale of ten 
cubits in breadth, and thirty in length,· who was stranded at the 
mouth of the River Sangaris, after he had infested more than half 
a century the seas of Constantinople. 110 

. The fortifications of Europe and Asia were multiplied by Justin.. 
Ian; but the repetition of those timid and fnlitless precautions 
nXPoses, to a philosophic eye, the debility of the empire. 111 From 

elgrade to the Euxine, from the conflux of the Save to the mouth 
of tbe Danube, a chain of above fourscore fortified places was ex­
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tended along the banks of the great river. Single watch-tower~ 
were changed into spacious citadels; vacant walls, which the 
engineers contracted or enlarged according to the nature of the 
ground, were filled with colonies or garrisons; a strong fortress 
defended the ruins of Trajall's bridge,1I2 and several milHary sta­
tions affected to spread beyond the Danube the pride of the Roman 
name. But that name was divested of its terrors; the barba­
rians, in their annual inroads, passed, and contemptuously re­
passed, before these useless bulwarks; and the inhabitants of the 
frontier, instead of reposing under the shadow of the general de­
fence, were compelled to guard, with incessant vigilance, their 
separate habitations. The solitude of ancient cities was replen­
ished ; the new foundations of Justinian ~cquired, perhaps too 
hastily, the epithets of impregnable and populous; and the aus­
picious place of his own nativity attracted the grateful reverence 
of the vainest of 'princes. Under the name of Justiniana prima, 
the obscure village of Tauresium became the seat of an archbishop 
and a prrefect, whose jurisdiction extended over seven warlike 
provinces of Illyricum ; liS and the con'upt appellation of Giusten­
dil still indicates, about twenty miles to the south of Sophia, the 
residence of a Turkish sflnjak. I!. For the use of the emperor's 
countrymen, a cathedral, a palace" and an aqueduct, were speedi­
ly constructed; the public and private edifices were adapted to 
the greatness of a royal city; and the strength of the wal1s re­
sisted, during the lifetime of Justinian, the unskilful assaults of 
the Huns and Sclavonians. Their progress was sometimes re­
tarded, and their hopes of rapine were disappointed, by the in­
numerable castles which, in the provinces of Dacia, Epiru~, Thes­
saly, Macedonia, and Thrace, appearp.d to cover the whole face of 
the country. Six hundred of these forts were built or repaired by 
the emperor; but it seems reasonable to believe, that the far 
greater part consisted only of a stone or brick toWCl',_ in the midst 
of a square or circular area, which was surrounded by a wall and 
ditch, and afforded in a moment of danger some protection to the 
peasants and cattle of the neighboring villages. I!!'> Yet these mil­
itary works, which exhausted the public treasure, could not re­
move the just apprehensions of Justinian and hia,European sub­
jects. The warm baths of Anchialus in Thrace were rendered as 
safe as they were salutary; but the rich pastures of Thessalonica 
were foraged by the Sc) thian cavalry; the delicious vale of 
Tempe, three hundred miles from the Danube, was continuallY 
alarmed by the sound of war; 116 and no unfortified spot, however 
distant or solitary, could securely enjoy the blessings of peace. 
Tho Straits of Thermopylre, which seemed to protect, but which 



OF THE ROlIAN ElIPIRE. 63 

had so often betrayed, the safety of Greece; were diligently 
strengthened by the labors of Justinian. From the edge of tho 
&ea-s11ore, through the forests and valleys, and as far as the sum­
mit of the Thessalian mountains, a strong wall was continued, 
which occupied every _practicable entrance. Instead of a hasty 
crowd of peasants, a garrison of two thousand sUluiers was sta­
tioned along the rampart; granaries of corn and reservoirs of wa­
ter were provided for their use ; and by a precaution that inspired 
the cowardice which it foresaw, convenient fortresses were erect­
ed for their retreat. The w!\lls of Corinth, overthrown by an 
earthquake, and the mouldering bulwarks of Athens and Platma, 
were carefully restored; the barbarians were discouraged by the 
prospect of successive and painful sieges: and the naked cities of 
Peloponnesus were covered by the fortifications of the Isthmus of 
Corinth. At the ~xtremity of Europe, another peninsula, the 
'rhraClan Chersonesus, runs three days' journey into the sea, to 
form, with the adjacent shores of Asia, the Straits of the Helles­
pont. The intervals between eleven populous towns were filled 
by lofty woods, fair past~res, and arable lands; and the isthmus, 
of thirty-seven stadia or furlongs, had been fortified by a Spartan 
general nine hundred years before tho reign of Justinian. 117 In 
an age of freedom and valor, the slightest rampart may prevent a 
surprise; and Procopius appears insensible of the superiority of 
ancient times, while he praises the solid construction and double 
parapet of a waH, whose long arms stretched on either side into 
the sea i but whose strength was deemed insufficient to guard the 
Chersonesus, if each city, and particularly Gallipoli and Sestus, 
had not been secured by their peculiar fortifications. The long 
wall, as it. was emphatically styled, was a work as disgraceful in 
the ohject, as it was respectable in the execution. The riches of 
a capital diffuse themselves over the neighboring country, and the 
te!ritory of Constantinople, a paradise of nature, was adorned 
":I~h the luxurious gardens and villas of the senators and opulent 
CItIzens. But their wealth served only to attract the bold and 
rapacious barbarians' the noblest of the Romans, in the bosom of 
pea~eful indolence, ~ere led away into Scythian captivity, and 
the~r sovereign might view from his palace the hostile. fia:nes 
WhICh were insolently spread to the gates of the ImperIal CIt.y. 
At the distance only Of forty miles, Anastasius was constrained to 
establish a last frontier i his long wall, of sixty miles from the 
Propontis to the Euxine, proclaimed. the impotenc~ of ~lis arms; 
and as the danger became more immment, new fortIficatIOlls were 
adde?- by. the indefatigable prudence of Justinian: 118 • 

ASIa :Mmor, after the submission of the Isaul'lans,119 remmned 
R. Eo iii.--.'j 
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without enemies ahd without fortifications. Those bold savages, 
who had disdained to be the subjects of Gallienus, persisted two 
hundred and thirty years in a life of independence and rapine. 
The most successful princes respected the strength of the mounw 

tains and tho despair of the natives; their fierce spirit was some­
times soothed with gifts, and sometimes restrained by terror; antl 
a military count, with three legions, fixed his "permanent and 
ignominious station in the heart of the Roman provinces. 120 But 
no sooner was the vigilance of power relaxed or diverted, than 
the light-armed squadrons descended from the hills, and invaded 
the peaceful plenty of Asia. Although the Isaurians were not re­
markable for stature or bravery, want rendered them bold, and 
experience mado them skilful in the exercise of predatory war. 
They advanced with secrecy and speed to the attack of villages 
and defenceless towns; their fiying parties have sometimes 
touched the Hellespont, the Euxine, and the gates of Tarsus, An­
tioch, or Damascus; 121 and the spoil was lodged in their inacces­
sible nlountains, before the Homan troops had received their 
orders, or the distant province had compl1ted its loss. The guilt 
of rebE'llion and robbery excluded them from the rights of na­
tional enemies; and the magistrates were instructed, by an edict, 
that the trial or punishment of an Isaurian, even on the festival of 
Easter, was a meritorious act of justice and piety. 122 If the cap­
tives were condemned to domestic slavery, they maintained, with 
their sword or dagger, the private quarrel of their masters; and 
it was found expedient for the public tranquillity to prohibit the 
service of such dangerous retainers. When their countryman 
Tarcalissreus or Zeno ascended the throne, he invited a faithful 
and formidable band of Isaurians, who insulted the court and city, 
and were rewarded by an annual tribute of five thousand pounds 
of gold. But the hopes of fortune depopulated the mountains, 
luxury enervated the hardiness of their minds and bodies, and in 
proportion as they mixed with mankind, they became less quali­
fied for the enjoyment of poor and solitary freedom. After the 
death of Zeno, his successor Anastasius suppressed their pensions, 
exposed their persons to the revenge of the people, banished them 
from Constantinople, and prepared to sustain a war, which left 
only the alternative of victory or servitude. A brother of the last 
emperor usurped the title of Augustus; his cause was powerfully 
supported by the arms, the treasures, and the magazines, collectcd 
by Zeno ; and the native Isaurians must have formed the smallcst 
portion of the hundred and fifty thousand barbarians under 11is 
standard, which was sanctified, for the first time, by the presence 
of a fighting bishop. Their disorderly numbers were vanquished 
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in the plaLns of Phrygia by the valor and 'discipline of the Goths j 
but a war of six years almost exhausted the courage of the em­

123peror. The Isaurians retired to their mountains; their fortresses 
were successively besieged und ruined; their communication with 
the sea was intercepted; the bravest of their leaders died in 
arms i the surviving chiefs, before their execution, were dragged 
in chains through the hippodrome; a colony of their youth waS 
transplanted into Thrace, and the remnant of the people submit­
tGd to the Rom:m government. Yet some generations elapsed be­
fore t/,1eir minds were reduced to the level of slavery. The popu­
lous villages of l\-Iount Taurus were filled with horsemen and nrch­
ers : they resisted the imposition of tributes, hut they recruited 
the armies of Justinian; and his civil magrstmtes, the proconsul 
of Cappadocia, the count of Isauriu, und tho prmtors of Lycaonia 
~nd J:lisidia, were invested with military power to restrain the 
lIcentious practice of rapes and assassinations.l~4 

If we extend our view from the tropic to the mouth of the 
:ranais, we may observe, on one hand, the precautions of Justin­
Ian to curb the savages of JEthiopia, l2f> and on the other, the long 
walls which he constructed in Crimma for the protection of his 
f:iendly Goths, a colony of three thousand shepherds and war­
flors. 126 From that peninsula to Trebizond, the eastern curve of 
the Euxine was secured by forts, by alliance, or by religion; and 
the possession of Lazica, the Colchos of ancient, the 1\Iillgrelia of 
Inodern, geography, soon became the object of an important war. 
'rrebizond, in after-times the seat of a romantic empire, was in­
debted to the liberality of Justinian for a church, an aqueduct, 
and a castle, whose ditches are hewn in the solid rock. From 
that maritime city, a frontier line of five hundred miles may be 
drawn to the fortress of Circesium, the last Homan station on the 
Euphrates. 127 Above 'frebizond immediately, and five days' jour­
ney to the south, the country rises into dark forests and craggy 
mountains, as savage though not so lofty as the Alps and the 
Pyrenees. In this rigorous climate,128 where the snows seldom 
melt, the fruits are tardy and tasteless, even honey is poisonous: 
the most industrious tiilage would be confined to some pleasant 
'Valleys; and the pastoral tribes obtained a scanty sustenance from 
the. fie~h and milk of their cattle. The OhalyOians 129 derived 
t~lClf name and temper from the iron quality of the soil; and, 
SInce the days of Cyrus, they might produce, under the various 
:.ppellations of Chaldmans and Zanians, an uninterrupted prescrip-
Ion of War and rapine. Under'the reign of Justinian, theyac­

knowledged the god and the emperor of the Romans, and seven 
fqrtrcsses were built in the most accessible pas~es, to exclude the 
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ambition of the Persian monarch. 130 -The principal source of tho 
Euphrates descends from the Chalybian mountains, and seems to 
flow towards the west and the Euxine : bending to the south~ 
west, the river passes under the walls of Satala and ~lelitene 
(which were restored by Justinian as the bulwarks of the Lesser 
Armenia), and gradually approaches the lUediterranean Seli; till 
at length, repelled by Mount Taurus,131 the Euphrates inclines his 
long and flexible course to the south-east and the Gulf of Persia. 
Among the Roman cities beyond the Euphrates, we distinguish 
two recent foundations, which were named from Theodosius, and 
the relics of the martyrs -; and two capitals Amida and Edessu., 
which are celebrated in the history of every age. Their strength 
wfta proportioned by Justinian to the danger of their situation. A 
ditch and palisade might be sufficient to resist the artless force of 
the caval.ry of Scythia; but more elaborate works were requircd 
to sustain a regular siege against the arms and treasures of the 
great king. His skilful engineers understood the methods of con­
ducting deep mines, and of raising platforms to the level of the 
rampa.rt: he shook the strongest battlements with his military 
engines, and sometimes advanced to the assault with a line of 
movable turrets on the backs of elephants. In the great cities of 
the East, the disadvantage of space, perhaps of position, was 
compensated by the zeal of the people, who seconded the garrison 
in the defence of their country and religion; and the fabulous 
promise of the Son of God, that Edessa should never be taken, 
filled the citizens with valiant confidence, and chilled the be­
siegers with doubt and dismay. i3~ The subordinate towns of Ar­
menia and l\'lesopotamia were diligently strengthened, and the 
posts which appeared to have uny command of ground or water 
were occupied by numerous forts, substantially built of stone, or 
more hastily erected with the obvious materials of earth and 
brick. The eye of Justinian investigated every spot; and hi~ 
cruel precautions might attract the war into some lonely vale, 
whuse peaceful natives, connected by trade and marriage, were 
ignorant of national discord and t.he qu!\rrels of princes. West­
ward of the Euphrates, a sandy desert extends ahove six hun­
dred miles to the Red Sea. Nature had interposed a vacant soli­
tude between the ambition of two rival empires; the Arabians, 
till Mahomet arose, were formidable only as robhers; and in the 
})roud secUlity of peace, the fortifications of Syria were neglected 
on the most vulnerable side. 

But the national enmity, at least the effects of that enmity, had 
been suspended by a truce, which continued above fourscore 
years. An ambassador from the emperor Zeno accompanied the 

http:rampa.rt
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rash and unfortunte Perozes,* in his expedition against the 
Nepthalites, t or white Huns, whose conquests had been stretched 
from the Caspian to the heart of India, whose throne was enriched 
with emeralds,133 and whose cavalry was supported by a line of 
two thousand elephants. 134 The Persians t were twice circumvent­
ed, in a situation which made valor useless and flight impossible; 
and the double victory of the Huns was achieved by military strata­
gem. They dismissed their royal captive after he had submitted to 
adore the majesty of a barbarian; and the humiliation was poorly 
evaded by the casuistical subtlety of the Magi, who instructed 
Perozes to direct his attention to the rising sun.§ The indignant 
successor of Cyrus forgot his danget· and his gratitude; he renewed 
the attack with headstrong fury, and lost both his anuy and his 
life. m The death of Perozes abandoned Persia to her foreign 
and domestic enemies; ~ and twelve years of confusion elapsed 
before his' son Cabades, or Kobad, could embrace any designs of 
ambition or revengc. The unkind parsimony of Anastasius was 
the motive ~r pretence of a Roman war; 13& the Huns and Arabs 
pUl.rehOO under the Persian standard, and the fortifications of 
Armenia and :Mesopotamia were, at that time, in a ruinous or 
imperfe~t condition. The emperor returned his thanks to the 
governor and people of :Martyropolis for the prompt surrender of 
a city which could not be successfully defended, and the con­
flagration of Theodosiopolis might justify the conduct of their 
prudent neighbors. Amida sustained a long and destructive siege: 
at the end of three months the loss of fifty thousand of the soldiers 
?f Cabades was not balanced by any prospect of success, and it was 
In vain that the :l\Iugi deduced a fiuttering prediction from the 
indecency of the women 1 on the ramparts, who had revealed their 
n;ost secret charms to the eyes of the assailants. At length, in a 
SIlent night, they ascended the most accessible tower, which was 
guarded only by some monks oppressed, after the ,duties of a 
festival, with sleep and wine. Scaling-ladders were applied at 
the dawn of day; the presence of Cabades, his stern command, 
Rnd his drawn sword, compelled the Persians to vanquish; and 

" Firouz the Conqueror-unfortunately 80 named. See si. Martin, vol. vi. p.
349.-Y. 
t Rather HepthaUt<'s.-':]'L 
~ According to the Pcrliiall historian!', he was misled by guides who used the old 

!ltratagcm of Zopyrus. Malcolm. vol. i. p. lOt.-M. 
§ I~ the MS. Chronicle of 'rabary, it is said that the 1tloubedan Mobed, or Grand 

P.<?lltIff. opposed with all his influence the violation of the treaty. St. Martin, vol. 
VIl. p. 254.-1\1. 

n. When Firoze advanced, Khoosh-Nllnz (the king of the Huns) presented on the 
POInt of a lance the treaty to which he had sworn, and (:xhorted him yet to deeist 
before he destroyed his fame foreycr. Malcolm, vol. i. p. 103.-M. 
~ Gibbon should hl1\'e written" some prostitutes." Proe. Perl!!. 'Vol. i. p. 7.-M. 
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before it was sheathed, fourscore thousand of the inhabitants had 
expiated the blood of their companions. After the siege of Amida, 
the war continued three years, and the unhappy frontier tasted 
the full measure of its calamities. The gold of Anastasius was 
offered too late, the number of his troops was defeated by the 
number ~f their generals; the country was stripped of its inhab­
itants, and both the living and the dead were abandoned to the 
wild beasts of the desert. The resistance of Edessa, and the 
deficiency of spoil, inclined the mind of Oabades to peace: he 
sold his conquests for an exorbitant price; and the same line, 
though marked with slaughter and devastation, still separated the 
two empires. To avert the repetition of the same evils, Anastasius 
resolved to found a new colony, so strong, that it should defy the 
power of the Persian, HO far advanced towards Assyria, that its 
stationary troops might defend the province by the menace or 
operation of offensive war. For this purpose, the town of Dara, 131 

fourteen miles from Nisibis, and four days' journey from the 
Tigris, was peopled and adorned; the hasty works of Anastasins 
were improved by the per~everance of Justinian j and, without 
insisting on places less important, the fortifications of Dara may 
represent the military architecture of the age. The city; was sur­
rounded with two walls, and the interval between them, of fifty 
paces, afforded a retreat to the cattle of the besieged. The inner 
wall was a monument of strength and beauty: it measured sixty 
feet from the ground, and the height of the towers was one 
hundred feet j the loop-holes, from whence an enemy might be 
annoyed with missile weapons, were small, but numerous j the 
soldiers were planted along the rampart, under the shelter of dou­
ble galleries, and a third platform, spacious and secure, jVas raised 
on the summit of the towers. The exterior wall appears to have 
been less lofty, but more solid; and each tower was protected by 
a quadrangular bulwark. A hard, rocky soil resisted the tools of 
the miners, and on the south-east, where the ground was more 
tractable, their approach was retarded by a new work, which 
advanced in the shape of a half-moon. The double and treble 
ditches were filled with a stream of water j and in the management 
of the river, the most skilful labor was employed to supply the 
inhabitants, to distress the besiegers, and to prevent the mischiefs 
of a natural or artificial inundation. Dara continued more th,tn 
sixty years to fulfil the wishes of its founders, and to provoke tho 
jealousy of the Persians, who incessantly complained, that this 
impregnable fortress had-been constructed in manifest violation 
of the treaty of peace between the two empires.* 

* The situation (of Darn) does not appear to give it strength, as it must havo 
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Between the Euxine and the Caspian, the countries of Colchos. 
Iberia, and Albania, are intersected in every direction by the 
branches of Mount Caucasus j and the two principal gates or 
passes, from north to south, have been frequently confounded in 
the geography both of the ancients and moderns. The name of 
Oaspian or Albanian gates is properly applied to Derbend,138 which 
occupies a short declivity between the mountains and the sea: the 
city, if we give credit to local tradition, had been founded by 

. the Greeks j and tbis dangerous entrance was fortified by the 
kings of Persia with a mole, double walls, and doors of iron. The 
Iberian gates l39 * are formed by a narrow passage of six miles in 
:Mount Caucasus, which opens from the northern side of Iberia, or 
Georgia, into the plain that reaches to the Tanais and the Volga. 
A fortress, designed by Alexander perhaps, or one of his succes­
sors, to command that important pass, had descended by right of 
conquest or inheritance to a prince of the Huns, who offered it for 
a moderate price to the emperor: but while Anastasius paused, 
'~h~le he t.imorously computed the cost and the distance,. a more 
VIgIlant rIval interposed, and Cabadcs forcibly occupIed the 
Straits of Caucasus.' rrhe Albanian and Iberian gates excluded 
the horsemen of Scythia from the shortest and most practicable 
roads, and the whole front of the mountains was covered by the 
ral~part of Gog .and :Magog, the long wall which has excited the 
c:;uflosity of an Arabian caliph 140 and a Russian conqueror. 141 

According to a !'ecent description, huge stones, seven feet thick, 

hecn commanded on three sidcs by the mountains, but opening on the south tow­
aru" the plaim, of l\IetlOpotamia. 'fhe foundation of the walls and towers, built 
of large hewn stone, may be traced across the valley, and over 3 number of low 
~ocky h!lls which branch out from the foot of Mount lla8ius, The circu!lllerence 

conceIve to be nearly two miles and a half; and a small stream, whIch flows 
t~rough the middle of the place, has induced several Koordish and Armenian fumi­
hes. to fix. their t'esidence withm the ruins. Besides the walls and towers, the ro­
malUs of many other buildings attest the fomler grandeur of Dara; a considerable 
PIrt of the spacQ within the walls is arched and vaulted undeml'ath, and in one 
p ace we perceived a larrre cavern, supported by four ponderous columns "ome­
What rese~bling the great cif'tem of Constantinople. In the <;entre of the village 
~e the rums of a palnc> (probably that mentionecl by ProcoplUs) or church, one 
,uI!drpd pa~es in length, and sixty in breadth. The foundatIOns, which arc quitenhreb , consl~t of a prodiO'i0118 number of subterraneou!! vaulted chambers, entered 

py ~narrow passa~e forty"pnces in length. The gate is sti11standing ; a cOllsiderable 
41s.~k.the wall nas bid defiance to time, etc. M'Donald Kinneir's Journey, p. 

f * l\[alte-Brun, tom. viii. p. 12, makes three paRses: 1. The central, which leads 
~o~ "hlosdok to TefliR, 1rv?at KaVKUl1Wt. 2. The Albanian, more inland than the 
Mer e~d Pass, 3, The Derbend-the Caspian Gates. But the narrative of Colonel 
clo,ntelth, in the Journal of the Geographical Society or London, vol. iii. p. i. 39, • 
tI e~Tly shows that there are but two passes between the Black Sea and the Caspian ; 
p~~;e~trDal. the CaucaSian. or, as Colonel Monteith calls it, the Caspian Gate~, and the 
load 0 f erb!'lnd, ~hough it is practicable to. turn this position (or Derbend) by ~ 

a ew mlle8 distant thr0!:lgh the lllountalUs, p. 4O.-M. 
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twenty-one feet in length or height, are artificially joined without 
iron or cement, to compose a wall, which runs above three hundred 
miles from the shores of Derbend, over the hills, and through 
the valleys of Daghestan and Georgia. 'Without a vision, such a 
work might be undertaken by the policy of Cabades; without a. 
miracle, it might be accomplished by his son, so formidable to the 
Romans, under the name of Chosroes j so dear to the Orientals, 
under the appellation of Nushirwan. The Persian monarch held 
in his hand the keys both of peace and war; but he stipulated in 
every treaty, that Justinian should {!ontribute to the expense of a 
common barrier, which equally protected the two empires from 
the inroads of the Scythians. 142 

VII. Justinian suppressed the sC;1001s of Athens and the con­
sulship of Rome, which had given so many sages and heroes to 
mankind. Both these imtitutions had long since degenerated 
from their primitive glory j yet some reproach may be justly 
inflicted on the avarice and jealousy of a prince, by whose hand 
!luch venerable ruins were destroyed. 

Athens, after her Persian triumphs, adopted the philosopllY of 
Ionia and the rhetoric of Sicily; and these studies became the 
patrimony of a city, whose inhabitants, about thirty thousand 
males, condensed, within the period of a single life, the genius of 
ages and millions. Our sense of the dignity of human nature is 
exalted by the simple recollection, that Isocrates H3 was the 
companion of Plato and Xenophon; that he aSSisted, perhaps with 
the historian Thucydides, at the first representations of the 
<Edipus of Sophocles and the Iphigenia of Euripides; and that 
his pupils 1Egchines and Demosthenes contended for the crown of 
patriotism in the presence of Aristotle, the master of Theophrastus, 
who taught at Athens with the founders of the Stoic and 
Epicurean sects. 1H The ingenuous youth of Attica enjoyed the 
benefits of their domestic education, which was communicated 
without envy to the rival cities. Two thousand disciples heard 
the lessons of Theophrastus ; 14S the schools of rhetoric must have 
been stHl more populous than those of philosophy; and a rapid 
succession of students diffused the fame of their teachers as 
far as the utmost limits of the Grecian language Rnd name. 
Those limits were enlarged by the victories of Alexander; the 
arts of Athens survived her freedom Rnd dominion; and the 
Greek colonies, which the Macedonians planted in Egypt, and 
scattered over Asia, undertook long and frequent pilgrimages to 
worship the l\Iuses in their favorite temple on the banks of the 
Ilissus. The Latin conquerors respectfully listened to the instruc­
tions of their subjects and captives; the names of Cicero and 

http:sects.1H
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EIorace were enrolled in the schools of Athens; and after the per­
fect settlement of the Roman empire, the natives of Italy, of 
Africa, and of Britain, conversed in the groves of the academy 
with their fellow-students of the East. The studies of philosophy 
and eloquence are congenial to a popular state, w hieh encourages 
the freedom of inquiry, and submits only to the force of per­
suasion. In the republics of Greece and Rome, the art of speaking 
was the powerful engine of patriotism or ambition; and the 
schools of rhetoric poured forth a colony of statesmen and legis­
lators. When the liberty of public debate was suppressed, the 
orator, in the honorable profession of an advocate, might plead 
the cause of innocence and justice; he might abuse his talents in 
the more profitable trade .of panegyric; and the same precepts 
continued to dictate the fanciful declamations of the sophist, and 
the chaster beauties of historical composition. The systems which 
professed to unfold the nature of God, of man, and of the universe, 
?ntertained the curiosity of the philosophic student j and accord­
mg to the temper of his mind, he might doubt with the Sceptics, 
or decide with the Stoics, sublimely speculate with Plato, or 
severely argue with Aristotle. The pride of the adverse sects had 
fixed an unattainable term of moral happiness and perfection j but 
the race was glorious and sa lutary j the disciples of Zeno, and even 
those of Epicurus, were taught both to act and to suffer; and the 
death of Petronius was not less effectual than that of Seneca, to 
humble a tyrant by the discovery of his impotence. The light of sci­
ence could not indeed be confined within the walls of Athens. Her 
i!l~omparable writers address themselves to the human race; the 
hVIng masters emigrated to Italy and Asia j Berytus, in later times, 
Was devoted to the study of the law j astronomy and physic were 
cultivated in the musreum of Alexandria; but the Attic schools of 
rhetoric and philosophy maintained their superior reputation from 
t~e Peloponncsian war to the reign of Justinian. Athens, though 
SItuate in a barren soil, possessed a pure air, a free navigation, and 
the monuments of ancient art. That sacred retirement was seldom 
disturbed by the business of trade or government j and the last of 
the Athenians were distinguished by their lively wit, the lmrity of 
tbeir taste and language, their social manners, and some traces, at 
least in discourse, of the magnanimity: of their fathers. In the 
suburbs of the city, the academy of the Platonists, the lycmum of 
th~ Peripatetics, the portico of the Stoics, and the garden of the 
EPIcureans, were planted with trees and decorated with statues; 
an~ the philosophers, instead of being immured in a cloister, 
deln:ered their instructions in spacious and pleasant walks, which, 
at dIfferent bours, were consecrated to the exercises of the mind 
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and body. The genius of the founders stil11iven. in those vener .. 
able seats; the ambition of succeeding to the masters of human 
reason excited a generous emulation j and the merit of the candiw 
dates was determined, on each vacancy, by the free voices of an 
enli~htened people. The Athenian professors were paid by their 
disClples: according to their mutual wants and abilities, the price 
appears to have varied from' a mina to a talent j and Isocrates 
himself, who derides the avarice of the sophists, required, in his 
school of rhetoric, about thirty pounds from each of his hundred 
pupils. The wages of industry are just and honorable, yet the 
same Isocrates shed te3or3 at the first receipt of a stipend: the 
Stoic might blush when he was hired to preach the contempt of 
Uloney; and I should be sorry to discover that Aristotle or Plato 
so far degenerated from the example of Socrates, as to exchange 
knowled.ge for gold. But some property of lands and. houses was 
settled by the permission of the laws, and the legacies of deceased 
fdends, on the philosophic chairs of Athens. Epicuru~ bequeathed 
to his disciples the gardens which he had purchased for eighty 
minrn or two hundred and fifty pounds, with a fund sufficient for 
their frugal subsistence and monthly festivals,146 and the patrimony 
of Plato afforded an annual rent, which, in eight centuries, was 
gradually increased from three to one thousand pieces of gold. 147 

'fhe schools of Athens were protected by the wisest and most 
virtuous of the Roman princes. The library, which Hadrian 
founded, was placed in a portico adorned with pictures, statues, 
and a roof of alabaster, and supported by one hundred columns 
of Phrygian marble. The public salaries were assigned by the 
generous spirit of the Antonines; and each professor of politics, 
of rhetoric, of the Platonic, the Peripatetic, the Stoic, and the 
Epicurean philosophy, received an annual stipend of ten thousand 
drachmre, or more than three hundred pounds sterling. 148 After 
the death of Marcus, these liberal donations, and the privileges 
attached to the thrones of science, were abolished and revived, 
dimmishcd and enlarged; but some vestige of royal bounty may 
be found under the successors of Constantine; and their arbitmry 
choice of an unworthy candidate might tempt the philosophers of 
Athens to regret the days of independence and poverty. 149 It is 
remarkable, that the impartial favor of the Antonines was bes~owed 
on the four adverse sects of philosophy, which they considered as 
equally useful, or at least, as equally innocent. Socrates had for­
merly been the glory and the reproach of his country; and the 
first lessons of Epicurus so strangely scandalized the pious ears of 
the Athenians, that by his exile, and that of his antagonists, they 
silenced all vain disputes concerning the nature of the gods. But 
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ill the ensuing year they recalled the hasty deere., restored the 
liberty of the schools, and were convinced, by the experience of 
ages, that the moral character of philosophers is not affected by 
the diversity of their theological speculations. 10o 

The Gothic aJ·m., were less fatal to the schools of Athens than 
the establishment of a new religion, whose ministers superseded 
the exerCise of reason, resolved every question by an article of 
faith, and cond.emned the infidel or sceptic to eternal flames. 
In many a volume of laborious controversy, they exposed the 
weakness of the understanding and the corruption of the heart, 
insulted human nature in the sages of antiquity, and proscribed 
the spirit of philosophical inquiry, so repugnant to the doctrine, or 
nt least to the temper, of an humble believer. The surviving sects 
of the Platonists, whom Plato would have blushed to acknowledge, 
extravagantly mingled a sublime theory with the practice of 
superstition and magic; and as they remained alone in the midst 
of a Ohristian world, they indulged a secret rancor against the 
government of the church and state, whose severity was still sus­
pended .over their heads. About a century after the reign of 
Julian,161 Proclus 162 was permitted to teach in the philosophic chair 
of the acad.emy; and such was his industry, that he frequently, in 
the same day, pronounced five lessons,. and composed seven 
hundred lines. His sagacious mind explored the deepest questions 
of morals and metaphysics, and he ventured to urge eighteen 
arguments against the Ohristian doctrine of the creation of the 
World. But in the intervals of study, he personally conversed with 
!?~n., .iEsculapius, and Minerva, in whose mysteries he was secretly 
ImtIated, and whose prostrate statues he adored; in the devout 
persuasion that the philosopher, who is a citizen of the universe, 
should be the priest of its various deities. An eclipse of the sun 
announced his approaching end; and his life, with that of his 
sch?l~r Isidore, m compiled hy two of their mos~ learned disciples, 
exhIbIts a deplorable picture of the second chIldhood of human 
reason. Yet the golden chain, as it was fondly styled, of the 
Platonic succession, continued forty-four years, from the death of 
~roclus to the edict of Justinian,164 which imposed a perpetual 
sIle!lce on the schools of Athens, and excited the grief and indig-· 
natIon of the few remaining votaries of Grecian science and su­
perstition. Seven friends and philosophers, Diogenes and Hermias, 
E?lalius and Priscian, Damascius, Isidore, and Simplicius, who 
dlssent~d from the religion of their sovereign, embraced the 
~eso.lutlOn of seeking in a foreign land t.he freedom which was 

ellIed in their native country. They had heard, and they 
credulously believed, that the republic of Plato was realized in 
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the despotic government of Persia, and that a patriot king reigned 
over the happiest and most -virtuous of nations. They were soon 
astonished by the natural discovery, that Persia resembled the 
other countries of the globe; that Chosroes, who affected the nam", 
of a philosophe,r, was vain, cruel, and ambitious; that bigotry, 
tlnd a spirit of intolerance, prevailed among the Magi; that the 
nobles were haughty, the courtiers servile, and the magistrates 
unjust; that the guilty sometimes escapod, and that the innocent 
were often oppt·essed. The disappointment of the philosophers 
provoked them to overlook the real virtues of the Persians; and 
they were scandalized, more deeply perhaps than became their 
profession~ with the plurality of wives and concubines, the inces­
tuous marriages, and the custom of exposing dead bodies to the 
dogs and vultures. instead of hiding them in the earth, or consum­
ing them with fire. Their repentance was expressed by a pre­
cipitate return, and they loudly declared that they had rather dir 
on the borders of the empire, than enjoy the wealth and favor of 
the barbarian. From this journey, however, they derived a benefit 
which reflects the purest lustre on the character of Chosroes. _ He 
required, that the seven sages who had visited the court of Persia 
should be exempted from the penal laws which Justinian enacteiJ 
against his Pagan subjects j and this privilege, expressly stipulated 
in a treaty of peace, was guarded by the vigilance of a powerful 
mediator. 155 Simplicius and his companions ended their lives in 
peace and obscurity; and as they left no disciples, they tenninate 
the long list of Grecian philosophers, who may be justly praised, 
notwithstanding their defe<;ts, as the wisest and most virtuous of 
their contemporaries. The 'writings of Simplicius are now 'extant. 
His physical and metaphysical commentaries on Aristotle have 
passed away with the fashion of the times; but his morul inter­
pretation of Epictetus is preserved in the library of nations, as a 
classic book, most excellently adapted to direct the will, to purify 
the heart, and to confirm the understanding, by a just confidence 
in the nature both of God and man. 

About the same time that Pythagoras first invented the appella­
tion- of philosopher, liberty and the consulship were founded at 
Rome by the elder Brutus. The revolutions of the consular office, 
which may be viewed in the successive lights of a substance, a 
shadow, and a name, have been occasionally mentioned in the 
present History. The first magistrates of the republic had been 
chosen by the people, to exercise, in the senate and in the camp, 
the powers of peace and war, which were afterwards translated to 
the emperors. But the tradition of ancient dignity was long 
revered by the Romans and barbarians. A Gothic historian 
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applauds the consulship of Theodoric as the height of all temporal 
glory and greatness; 166 the king of Italy himself congratulated 
those annual favorites of fortune who, without the cares, enjoyed 
the splendor of the throne; and at the end of a thousand years, 
two consuls were crea.ted by the sovereigns of Rome and Constan­
tinople, for the sole purpose of giving a date to the year, and a 
festival to the people. But the expenses of this festival, in which 
the wealthy and the' vain aspired to surpass their predecessors, 
insensibly arose to the enormous sum of fourscore thousand 
pounds; the wisest senators declined a useless honor, which in­
volved the certain ruin of their families, and to this reluctance I 
should impute the frequent cha.sms in the last age of the consular 
Fasti. The predecessors of Justinian had assisted from the public 
treasures the dignity of the less opulent candidates; the avarice 
of that prince preferred the cheaper and more convenient method 
of advice and regulation. J57 Seven processions or spectacles were 
~he number to which his edict confined the horse and chariot races, 
the athletic. sports, the music, and pantomines of the theatre, 
a~d the hunting of wild beasts; and small pieces of silver were 
dIscreetly substituted to the gold medals, which had always ex­
cited tumult and drunkenness, when they were scattered with a 
profuse hand among the populace. Notwithstanding these pre­
cautions, and his own example, the succession of consuls finally 
ce.ased in the thirteenth year of Justinian, whose despotic temper 
~ll1ght be gratified by the silent extinction of a title which admon­
Ished the Romans of their ancient freedom. H>e Yet the annual 
consulship still lived in the minds of the people; they fondlyex-, 
pected its speedy restoration ; they applauded tlie gracious conde­
scension of successive princes, by whom it was assumed in the first 
year of their reign; and three centuries elapsed, after the death 
of Justinian, before that obsolete dignity, which had been sup­
pressed by custom, could be abolished by law. 169 The imperfect 
mode of distinguishing each year by the name of a magistrate, was 
usefully supplied by the date of a permanent rera : the ,creation of 
the world, according to the Septuagint version,. was adopted by 
the Greeks; 160 and the Latins, since the age of Charlemagne, have 
computed their time from the birth of Christ. 161 



76 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAPTER XLI. 

CONQUESTS OF JUSTINIAN IN THE WEST.--CHARACTER AND FIRS'! 
CAMPAIGNS OF BELISARIUS.-HE INVADES AND SUBDUES THE 
VA:NDAL IUNGDOM OF AFItICA.-HIS TuiuMPH.-THE GOTHIC 
WAR.-HE RECOVERS SICII.Y, NAPLES, AND ROME.-SIEGB O}<' 
nOME BY THE GOTHE.-TllEIR RE'fREAT AND L08SES.-SURREN':' 
DEll OF RAVENNA.-GLORY OF BELISARIUS.-HIS DOllIESTIC 
SHAME AND MISFORTUNE. 

WHEN Justinian ascended the throne, about fifty years after the 
fall of the Western empire, the kingdoms of the Goths and Van­
dals had obtained a solid, and. as it might seem, a legal establish­
ment both in Europe and Africa. The titles, which Roman vic­
tory had inscribed, were erased with equal justice by the sword of 
the baroarians; and their successful rapine derived a more vener­
able sanction from time, from treaties,_and from the oaths of 
fidelity, already repeated by a second or third generation of obe­
dient subjects. Experience and Christianity had refuted the su­
perstitious hope, that Rome was founded by the gods to reign for­
ever over the nations of the earth. But the proud claim of per­
petual and indefeasible dominion, which her soldiers could no 
longer maintain, was firmly asserted by her statesmen and law­
yers, whose opinions have been sometimes revived and propagated 
in the modern schools of jurisprudence. After Rome herself had 
been stripped of the Imperial purple, the princes of Constantino­
ple assumed the sole and sacred sceptre of the monarchy; de­
manded, as their rightful inheritance, the provinces which had 
been subdued by the consuls, or possessed by the Cresars; and 
feebly aspired to deliver their faithful subjects of the West from 
the usurpation of heretics and barbarians. The execution of this 
splendid design was in some degree reserved for Justinian. Dur­
ing the five first years of his reign, he reluctantly waged a costly 
and unprofitable war against the Persians; till his pride submit­
ted to his ambition, and he purchased, at the price of four hun­
dred and forty thousand pounds sterling, the benefit of a precari­
ous truce, which, in the language of both nations, was dignified 
with the appellation of the endless peace. The safety of the East 
enabled the emperor to employ his forces against the Vandals; 
and the internal state of Africa afforded an honorable motive, and 
promised a powerful support, to the Roman arms. 1 

Accordi,ng to the testament of the founder, the African king­
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d",tn had lineally descended to HiJderic, the eldest of the Van­
dal princes. A mild disposition inclined the son of a tyrant, the 
grandson of a conqueror, to prefer the counsels of clemency and 
peace; and his accession was marke{{ by the salutary edict, 
which restored two hundred bishops to their churches, and al­
lowed ,the free profession of the Athanasian creed. 2 But the 
9atholics accepted, with cold and transient gratitude, a favor so 
Inadequate to their pretensions, and the virtues of Hilderic 
off€nded the prejudices of his countrymen. The Arian clergy pre­
sl~med to insinuate that he had renounced the faith, and the sol­
dIers more loudly complained that he had degenerated from the 
courage, of his ancestors. His ambassadors were suspected of a 
secret and disgJ:aceful negotiation in the Byzantine court; and his 
general, the Achilles,3 as he was named, of the Vandals, lost a 
battle against the naked and disorderly :Moors. The public dis­
~ontent was exasperated by Gelimer, whose age, descent, and mil­
Itary fame, gave him an apparent title to the succession: he as­
sumed, with the consent of the nation, the reins of government; 
and his unfortunate sovereign sunk without a struggle from the 
throne to a dungeon, where he was strictly guarded with a faith­
ful counsellor, and his unpopular nephew the Achilles of the Van­
dals. But the indulgence which Hilderic had shown to his Cath­
olic subjects had powerfully ff'commended him to the favor of 
Justinian, who, for the benefit of his own sect, could acknowledge 
the use and justice of religious toleration: their alliance, while 
the nephew of Justin remained in a private station, was cemented 
by the mutual exchange of gifts and letters; and the emperor 
Justinian asserted the cause of royalty and friendship. In two 
successive embassies, he admonished the usurper to repent of his 
tr~ason, or to abstain, at least, from any further violence which 
mIght provoke the displeasure of God and of the Romans; to 
reverence the laws of kindred and succession, and to suffer an in­
firm old man peaceably to end his days, either on the throne of 
Carthage or in the palace of Constantinople. The passions, or 
even the prudence, of Gelimer compelled him to reject these 
requests, which were urged in the haughty tone of menace and 
command; and h~ justified his ambition in a language rarely 
spoken in the Byzantine court, by alleging the right of a free 
people to remove or punish their chief magistrate, who had failed 
III th~ execution of the kingly office. After this fruitless expos­
tulatIOn, the captive monarch was more rigorously treated, his 
!lep~ew was deprived of his eyes, and the cruel Vandal, confident 
In Ins strength and distance, derided the vain threats and slow 
-preparations of the emperor of the East. Justinian resolved to 
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deliver or revenge his friend, GeUmer to maintain his usurpa.­
tion; and the war was preceded, according to the practice of civ~ 
ilized nations, by the most solemn protestations, that each party 
was sincerely desirous of peace. 

The report of an African war was grateful only to the vain and 
idle populace of Constantinople, whose poverty exempted them 
from tribute, and whose cowardice was seldom exposed to mili­
tary service. But the wiser citizens, who judged of the future by 
the past} revolved in their memory the immense loss, both of meD 
and money, which the empire had sustained in_the expedition of 
Basiliscus. The troops, which, after five laborious campaigns, 
had been recalled from the Persian frontier, dreaded the sea, the 
climate, and the arms of an unknown enemy. The ministers of 
the finances computed, as far as they might compute, the demands 
of an African war; the taxes which must be found and levied to 
supply those insatiate demands; and ihe danger, l~st their own 
lives, or at least their lucrative employments, should be made re­
sponsible for th::: deficiency of the supply. Inspired by such self­
ish motives (for we may not suspect him of any zeal for the 
public good), John of Cappadocia ventured to oppose in full 
council the inclinations of his master. He confessed, that a vic­
tory of such importance could not be too dearly purchased; but 
he represented in a grave discourse the certain difficulties and the 
uncertain event. "You undertake," said the prrefect, "to be­
siege Carthage : by land) the distance is not less than one hun­
dred and forty days' journey; on the sea, a.whole ye~r' must 
elapse before you can receive any intelligence from your fleet. If 
Africa should be reduced, it cannot be preserved without the ad­
ditional conquest of Sicily and Italy. Success will impose the ob­
ligation of new labors; a single misfortune will attract the barba­
rians into the ]1Oart of your exhausted empire." Justinian felt 
the weight of this salutary advice; he was confounded by the 
unwonted freedom of an obsequious servant; and the design of 
the war would perhaps have been relinquished, if his courage had 
not been revived by a voice which silenced the doubts of profane 
reason. " I have seen a vision," cried an artful or fanatic bishop 
of the East. "It is the will of Heaven, 0 emperor! that you 
should not abandon your holy enterpri~e for the deliverance of the 
African church. The God of battles will march before your stand­
ard, and disperse your enemies, who are the enemies of his 
Son." The emperor might be. tempted, and his counsellors were 
constrained, to give credit to this seasonable revelation: but they 
derived more rational hope from the revolt, which the adherents 
of Hilderic or Athanasius had already excited on the borders of 
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the Vandal monarchy. Pudentjus, an African subject, had pri­
vately signified his loyal intentions, and a small military aid re­
storeu the province of Tripoli to the obedience of the Romans. 
'rhe governmel1t of Sardinia had heen intrusted to Godus, a val­
Iant barbarian: he suspended the payment of tribute, disclaimed 
his allegiance to the uSU1'lJer, aDd gave audience to the emissaries 
Df Justinian, who found him master of that fruitful island, at the 
head of his guards, and I,roudly invested with the ensigns of roy­
alty. The forces of the Vandals were diminished by discord and 
sllspicion ; the Roman armies were animated by the spirit of Beli­
sarins; one of those heroic names which are familiar to every age 
and to every nation. 

The Africanus of new Rome was horn, and perhaps educated, 
among the Thracian peasants, ~ without any of those advantages 
which had formed the virtues of the elder and younger Scipio; a 
noble origin, liberal studies, and the emulation of a free state. 
'l'he silfmce of a loquacious secretary may be admitted, to prove 
that the youth of Belisarius could not afford any subject of praise: 
he served, most assuredly with valor and reputation, among the 
IJrivate guards of Justinian; and when his patron became em­
peror, the domestic was promoted to military command. After a 
bold inroad into Persarmenia, in which his glory was shared by a 
colleague, and his progress was checked by an enemy, Bclisarius 
repaired to the important station of Dara, where he first accepted 
the service of Procopius, the faithful companion, and diligent his­
torian, of his exploits. 6 The l\Iirranes of Persia advanced, with 
forty thousand of her best troops, to raze the fortifications of 
Dara; and signified tIle day and the hour on which the citizens 
should -prepare a bath for his refreshment, -after the toils of vic­
tory. He encountered an adversary equal to himself, by the new 
title of General of the East; his superior in the science of war, 
but much inferior in the number and quality of his troops, which 
amounted only to twenty-five thousand Romans and strangers, re­
laxed in their discipline, and humbled by l'eeent disasters. As 
the level plain of Dara refused all shelter to stratagem and am­
bush, Belisarius protected his front with a deep trench, which 
~·as prolonged at first in perpendicular, and afterwards in parallel, 
bnes, to cover the wings of cavalry advantageously posted to com4 
mand the flanks and rear of the enemy. When the Homan centre 
":as shaken, their well-timed and rapid charge decided the eon-
1h('t : the standard of Persia fell; the immortals fled; the infantry 
threw away their bucklers, and eight thousand of the vanquished 
~cre left on the field of battle. In the next campaign, Syria was 
Invaded on the side of the desert; and Belisarius, with twenty 
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thousand men, hastened from Dara to the relief of the province. 
During the whole summer, the designs of the enemy were baffled 
by his skilful dispositions: he pressed their retreat, occupied 
euch night their camp of ,the preceding day, a.nd would have 
secured a bloodless victory, if lle could have resisted the impa. 
tience of his own troops. Their valiant promise was faintly sup­
ported in the hour of battle; the right wing was exposed -by the 
treacherous or cowardly desertion of the Christian Arabs; the 
Huns, a veteran band of eight hundred warriors, were oppressed 
by superior numbers; the flight of the Isaurians was intercepted; 
but the Homan infantry stood firm on the left; for Belisarius him­
self, dismounting from his horse, showed them that intrepid de­
spair was their only safety. * They turncd their backs to the Eu­
phrates, and their faces to the enemy: innumerable arrows 
glanced without effect from the compact and shelving order of 
their bucklers; an impenetrable line of pikes :was opposed to the 
repeated assaults of the Persian cavalry; and after a resistance of 
many hours, the remaining troops were skilfully embarked under 
the shadow of the night. The Persian commander retired with 
disorder and disgrace, to answer a strict account of the lives of so 
many soldiers, which he had consumed in a barren victory. But 
the fame of Belisarius was not sullied by a defeat, in which he 
alone had saved his army from the consequences of their own 
rashness: the approach of peace relieved him from the guard of 
the eastern frontier, and his conduct in the sedition of ConstantI­
nople amply discharged his obligations to ·the emperor. ·When 
the African war became the topic of popular discourse and secret 
deliberation, each of the Roman generals was apprehensive, rather 
than ambitious, of the dangerous honor; but as soon as Justinian 
had declared his preference of superior merit, their envy was re­
kindled by the unanimous applause which was given to the choice 
of Belisarius. The temper of the Byzantine court may encourage 
a suspicion, that the hero was darkly assisted by the intrigues of 
his wife, the fair and subtle Antonina, who alternately enjoyed 
the confidence, and incurred the hatred, of the empress Theodora. 
The birth of Antonina was ignoble; she descended from a family 
of charioteers; and her chastity has been stained with the foulcst­
reproach. Yet she reigned with long and absolute power over the 
mind of his illnstrious husband; and if Antonina disdained tIle 
merit of conjugal fidelity, she expressed a manly friendship to 
Belisarius, whom she accompanied with undaunted resolution in 
all the hardships and dangers of a military life. 7 

* The battle was fOU$:bt on Easter Sunday, April 19, not at the end of the Bum· 
mer. The «ate is SUPPlied from John Malala by Lord Mahon, p. 47.-M. 
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The prepamtions for the African war were not unworthy of th~ 
last contest between Rome and Carthage. The pride and flower 
of the army consisted of the guards of Belisarius, who, according 
to the pernicious indulgence of the times, devoted themselves, by 
a particular oath of fidelity, -to the service of their patrons. Theil' 
strength and stature, for which they had been curiously selected, 
the goodness of their horses and armor, and the assiduous practice 
of all the exercises of war, enabled them to act whatever their 
courage might prompt; and their courage was exalted by the 
Bocial honor of their rank, and the personal ambition of favor and 
fortune. Four hundred of the bmvest of the Reruli marched 
under the banner of t~le faithful and active Pharas ; their untrac­
table valor was'more highly prized than the tame'submission of 
the Greeks and Syrians; and of such importance was it deemed to 
procure a re-enforcement of six hundred Massagetre, or Huns, that 
t!ley were ~llured by fraud dnd deceit to engage in a naval expedi­
tIOn. Five thousand horse and ten thousand foot were embarked 
at Constantinople for the conquest of Africa; but the infantry, 
for the most part levied in Thracc and Isauda, yielded to the 
m?re prevailing use and reputation of the cavalry.; and the Scy­
tlnan bow was the weapon on which the armics of Rome were 
now reduced to place their principal dependence. FrOlll a lauda­
ble desire to assert the dignity of his theme, Procopins defenrls 
the soldiers of his own time against the morose critics, who con­
~ne~ that respectable name to the heavy-armed warriors of an­
tIqUIty, and maliciously observed, that the word a1'Che1' is intro­
d~ced by Homer 8 as a term of contempt. "Such contempt 
~mght perhaps be due to the naked youths who appeared on foot 
In. the fields of Troy, and lurking behind a tombstone, or the 
sh.leld of a friend, drew the bow-string to their breast,9 and dis­
~Issed a feeble and lifeless arrow. But our archers (pursues the 
hIStOrian) are mounted on horses, which they manage with admir­
able skill; their head and shoulders are protected by a casque or 
?uclder; they wear greaves of iron on their legs, and their bod­
Ies. are guarded by a coat of mail. On their right side hangs a 
q\~IVer, a sword on their left, and their hand is accustomed to 
WIeld a lance or javelin in clvser combat. Their bows are strong 
and weighty; they shoot in every pussible direction, advancing, 
retreating, to the front, to the rear, or to either flank; and as 
~~ey .are taught to draw the bow-string not to the breast, but to 

le.ngh.t ear, firm indeed must be the armor that can resist th& 
rapId vIOlence of their shaft." Five hundred transports, navi, 
gated by twenty thousand mariners of Egypt, Cilicia, and Ionia, 
Were collected in the harbor of Constantinople. The smallest of 
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these vessels may be computed at thirty, the largest at five hune 

dt'ed, tons; and the fair average will supply an allowance, liberal, 
but not profuse, of about one hundred thousand tons,!O for the 
reception of thirty-five thousand soldiers and sailors, of five thou­
sand horses, of arms, engines, and military stores, and of a suffi­
cient stock of water and provisions for a voyage, perhaps, of three 
months. The proud galleys, which in former ages swept the 
Mediterranean with so many hundred oars, had long since disap­
peared ; and the .fleet of Justinian was escorted only by ninety-two 
light brigantines covered from the missile weapons of the enemy­
and rowed by two t'lOUS !U'} of the brave and robust youth of Con, 
stantinople. Twenty-two generals are named, most of whom were 
afterwards distinguished in the wars of Africa and Italy: but the 
supreme command, both hy land and sea, was delegated to Beli­
sarius alone, with a boundless power of acting according to his 
discretion, as if the emperor himself were present. The separa­
tion of the naval and military l)rofessions is at once the effect and 
the cause of the modern improvements in the I3cience of naviga­
tlon and maritime war. 

In the seventh year of the reign of J ustiniun, and about the 
time of the summer solstice, the whole fleet of six hundred ships 
was ran'ged in martial pomp before the gardens of the l)alace. 
The patriarch pronounced his benediction, the emperor signified 
Ilis last commands, the- general's trumpat gave the signal of de­
parture, and every heart, according to its fears or wishes, ex­
plored, with anxious curiosity, the omens of misfortune and suc­
cess. The first halt was made at Perillthus or Heraclea, where 
Belisal'ius waited five days to receive some Thracian horses, a mil­
ita.ry gift of his sovereign. From thence the fleet pursued their 
course through the midst of tl)e Propontis j but as they struggled 
to pass the Straits of the Hellespont, an un(avorable wind de­
tained them four days at Abydus, where the general exhibited a 
memorable lesson of firmness and severity. Two of the Huns, 
who in a drunken quarrel had slain one of their fellow-soldiers, 
were instantly sho\vn to the army suspended on a lofty gibbet. 
The national dignity was resented by thei... countrymen, who dis­
claimed the servile laws of the empire, and asserted the free priv­
ilege of Scythia, where a small fine was allowed to expiate the 
hasty sallies of intemperance and anger. Their complaints were 
specious, their clamors were loud, and the Romans were not 
averse to th~ example of disorder and impunity. But th{l rising 
sedition was appeased by the authority and eloquence of the gen· 
eral: and he represented to the assembled troops the obligation 
of justice, the importance of discipline, the rewar<ls of piety an~ 
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virtue, and the unpardonable guilt of murder, which, in his ap­
prehension, was aggravated rather than excused by the vice of in­
toxication. U In the navigation from the l1ellespont to Pelopon­
nesus, which the Greeks, after the siege of Troy, had performed in 
four days, 1~ the fleet of Belisal'ius was guided in their course by 
his master-galley, conspicuous in the day by the redness of the 
sails, and in the night by the torches blazing froni the mast head. 
It was the duty of the pilots, as they steered between the islands, 
and turned the Capes of Malea and rramariuDl, to preserve the just 
order and regular intervals of such a multitude of ships: as the 
wind was fair and moderate, their labors were not unsuccessful, 
and the troops were safely disembarked at Methone on the lVlesse­
uian coast, to repose themselves for a while after the fatigues of 
the sea. In this place they experienced how avarice, invested 
with authority, may sport with the lives of thousands which are 
bravely exposed for the public service. According to military 
practice, the bread or biscuit of the Romans was twi~e prepared 
III the oven, and the diminution of one fourth was cheerfully 
allowed for the loss of weight. To gain this miserable profit, and 
to save the expense of wood, the prmfect John of Cappadocia had 
given orders, that the flour should be slightly baked by t.he same 
fire which warmed the baths of Constantinople; and when the 
sacks were opened, a soft and mouldy paste was distributed to 
tl~e army. Such unwholesome food, assisted by the heat of tho 
chmate and season, soon produced an epidemical disease, which 
swept away five hundred soldiers. Their health was restored by 
the diligence of Belisarius, who provided fresh bread at l\Iethone, 
and boldly expressed his just and humane indignation: the em­
peror heard his complaint; the general was praised, but the min-' 
18ter was not punished. From the port of l\Iethonc, the pilots 
l':teered along the western coast of Peloponnesus, as far as the Isle 
of ;Zacynthus, or Zante, before they undertook the voyage (in 
theIr eyes a most arduous voyage) of one hundred leagues over 
the Ionian Sea. As the fleet was surprIsed by a calm, sixteen days 
were consumed in the slow n3.vigation j and even the general 
would have suffered the intolerable hardship of thirst, if the in­
ge~uity of Antonina had not preserved the water in glass bottles, 
wInch she buried deep in the sand in a part of the ship impervious 
to the rays of the sun. At length the harbor of Cuucana,13 on 
the southern side of Sicily, afforded a secure and hospitable shel­
ter. The Gothic officers who governerl the island in the name of 
the daughter and grandson of Theodoric, obeyecl their imprudent 
orde~st to receive the troops of Justinian like friends and allies: 
prOVISIons were liberally supplied, the cavalry was remounted, a 
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and Procopius soon returned from Svracuse with correct informa. 
tion of the state and designs of the Vandals. His intelligence de~ 
iermined Belisarius to hasten his operations, and his wise impa­
tience was seconded by the winds. The fleet lost sight of Sicily, 
passed before the- Isle of :Malta, discovered the capes of Africa, 
ran along the coast with a strong gale from the north-east, and 
finally cast anchor at the promontory of Caput Vada, about five 
days' journey to the south of Carthage.l~ 

If Gelimer had been informed of the approach of the enemy, he 
must have delayed the conquest of Sardinia for the immernate de­
fence of his person and kingdom. A d~tachment of five thousand 
soldiers, ano. one hundrccl and twenty galleys, would have joined 
the remaining forces of the Vandals; and the descendant of Gen­
eric might have surprjsed and oppressed a fleet of deep laden 
transports, incapable of action, and of light brigantines that 
seemed only qualified for flight. Belisarius had secretly trembled 
when he overheard his soldiers, in the passage, emboldening each 
other to confess their apprehensions: if they were once on shore, 
they hoped to maintain the honor of their arms j but if they 
should be attacked at sea, they did not blush to acknowledge 
that they wanted courage to contend -at the same time with the 
winds, the waves, and the barbarians. 16 The knowledge of their 
sentiments decided Beliilarius to seize the first opportunity of 
landing them on the coast of Africa; and he prudently rejected, 
in a council of war, the proposal of sailing with the fleet and arroy 
into the port of Carthage.* Three months after their departure 
from Constantinople, the men and horses, the arms and military 
stores, were safely disembarked, and five soldiers were left as a 
guard on board each of the ships, which were disposed in the 
form of a semicircle. The remainder of the troops Dccupied a 
camp on the sea-shore, which they fortified, according to ancient 
discipline, with a ditch ano rampart; and the discovery of a 
source of fresh water, while it allayed the thirst, excited the 
superstitious confidence, of the Romans. The next morning, 
some of the neighboring gardens were pillaged; and Belisariu's, 
after chastising the offenders, embraced the slight occasion, but 
the decisive moment, of inculcating the maxims of justice, moder­
ation, and genuine policy. "·When I first accepted the commis­
sion of subduing Africa, I depended much less," said thc general, 
I' on the numbers, or even the bravery of my troops, than on the 
friendly disposition of the natives, and their immortal hatred of 
the Vandals. You alone can deprive me of this hope; if .you con­

* Ruther into the present Lake of Tunis_ Lord·Mahon, p. 92.-]1. 
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tinue to extort by rapine what might be purchased for a little 
money, such acts of violence will reconcile these implacable ene­
mies, and unite them in a just and holy league against the invad­
ers of their country." These exhortations were enforced by a 
}'igid discipline, of which the soldiers themselves soon felt and 
praised the salutary effects. The inhabitants, instead of deserting 
their houses, or hiding their corn, supplied the Romans with a fair 
and liberal market; the civil officers of the province continued to 
exercise their functions ill the name of Justinian; and the clergy, 
from motives of conscience and interest, assiduously labored to 
promote the cause of a Catholic emperor. The small town of 
8ullecte,11 one day's journey from the camp, had the honor of be­
ing foremost to open her gates, and to resume her ancient allegi­
ance: the larger cities of Leptis and Adrumetum imitated the 
example of loyalty as soon as Belisarius appeared; und he ad­
vanced without opposi~on as far as Grasse, a palace of the Vandal 
kings, at the distance of fifty miles from Carthage. The weary 
Romans indulged themselves in the refreshment of shady groves, 
cool fountains, and delicious fruits; and the preference ~hich 
Procopius allows to these gardens over any that he had seen, 
either in the East or West, may be Ilscribed either to the taste, or 
the fatigue, of the historian. In three generations, prosperity 
and a warm climate had· dissolved the hardy virtue of the Van­
dals, who insensibly became the most luxurious of mankind. In 
theft villas and gardens, which might deserve the Persian name 
of Paradise,l& they enjoyed a cool and elegant rel)ose; and, after 
the daily use of the bath, the barbarians were seated at a table 
profusely spread with the delicacies of the land and sea. Their 
silken robe~ loosely flowing, after the fashion of the :l\Iedes, were 
e.mbroidered with gold; love and hunting were the h~bors of their 
hfe, and their vacant hours were amused by llantomimes, chariot­
races, and the music and dances of the t1)eatre. 

In a march of ten .or twelve days, the vigilance of Belisarius 
Was constantly awake and active ~gainst llis unseen enemies, l)y 
Whom, in every place, and at every hour, he might be suddenly 
attacked. An officer of confidence and merit, John the Armenian, 
led the vanguard of three hundred horse; six hundred :Massngetru 
covered at a certain distance the left flank; and the whole fleet, 
steering along the coast, seldom lost sight of the army, which 
moved each day about twelve miles, and lodged in the evening in 
strong camps, or in friendly towns. The near approach of tho 
Romans to Carthage filled the mind of Gelimer with anxiety and 
tc:ror.. He prudently wished to protract the war till his brother, 
WIth hIS veteran troops, should return from the conquest of Sar.. 
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dinia; and he now lamented the rash policy of his aneestors, 
who, by destroying the fortifications of Africa, had left him only 
the dangerous resource of risking a battie in the neighborhood of 
his capital. ThE; Vandal conquerors, from their original number 
of fifty thousand, were multiplied; without including their women 
and children, to one hundred and sixty thousand fighting men: * 
and such forces, animated with valor and union, might have 
crushed, at their first laading, the feeble and exhausted bands of 
the Roman general. But the friends of the captive king were 
more inclined to accept the invitations, th~n to resist the progress, 
of Belisarius; and many a proud barbarian disguised his aversion 
to war under the more specious name of his hatred to the usurper. 
Yet the authority and promises of Gelimer collected a formidable 
army, and his plans were concerted with some degree of military 
skill. An order was despatched to his brother Ammatas; to col­
lect all the forces of Carthage, and to encounter the van of the 
Rnman army at the distance of ten miles from the city: his 
nephew Gibamund, with two thousand horse, was destined to at­
tack their left, when the monarch himself, who silently followed, 
should charge their rear, in a situation which excluded them from 
the aid or even the view of their fleet. But the rashness of Am­
matas was fatal to himself and his country. He anticipatecl the 
hour of the attack, outstripped his tardy followers, and was 
l)ierced with a mortal wound, after he had slain with his own 
hand twelve of his boldest antagonists. Hi~ Vandals fied to Car­
thage ; the highway, almost ten miles, was strewed with dead 
bodies; and it seemed incredible that such multitudes could be 
slaughtered by the swords of three. hundred Romans. The 
nephew of Gelimer was defeated, after a slight combat, by the six 
hundred Massagetrn: they did not equal the third part of his 
numbers j but each Scythian was fired by the example of his 
chief, who gloriously exercised the privilege of his family, by rid­
ing, foremost and alone, to shoot the first arrow against the 
enemy. In the meanwhile, Gelimer himself, ignorant of the 
event, and misguided by the windings of the hills, inadvertently 
passed the Roman army, and reached the scene of action wheIe 
Ammatas had fallen. He wept the fate of his brother and of 
Carthage, charged with irresistible fury the advancing squadrons, 
and might have Imrsued, and perhaps decided, the victory, if he 
had not wasted those inestimable moments in the discharge of a 
vain, though pious, duty to the dead. While his spirit was bra­

* 8O,OOO-pvpfactes OKiW. llist. Arc. c. 18. Gibbon has been misled by the 
translation. See Lord Mallon, p. OO.-M. 



OF THE ROJ\fAN EMPIRE. 87 

ken by tllis mournful offir.e, he heard the trumpet of Belisarius, 
who, leaving Antonina and his infantry in the camp, pressed for· 
wards with his guards and the remainder of the cavalry to rany 
his flying troops, and to restore the fortune of the day. Much 
rOom could not be found, in this disorderly battle, for the talents 
of a general; but the king fled before the hero; and the Vandals, 
accustomed only to a Moorish enemy, were incapable of with­
standing the arms 'and discipline of the Romans. Gelimer retired 
with hasty steps towards the desert of Numidia: but he had soon 
the consolation of learning that his private orders for the execu­
tion of Hilderic and his captive friends had been faithfully 
obeyed. The tyrant's revenge was useful only to his enemies. 
The death of a lawful prince excited the compassion of his peo­
pIe; his life might have perplexed the victorious Romans; and 
the lieutenant of Justinian, by a crime of which he was innocent, 
was relieved from the pa5.nful alternative of forfeiting his honor 
or relinquishing his conquests. 

As soon as the tumult had subsided, the several parts of the 
army informed each other of the accidents of the day; and Belis­
m'ins pitched his camp on the field of victory, to which the tenth 
mile-stone from Carthage had applied the Latin appellation of 
Decimu8. From a wise suspicion of the stratagems and resources 
of the Vandals, he marched the next day in order of battle, halted 
in the evening before the gates of Carthage, and allowed a night 
o~ repose, that he might not, in darkness and disorder, expose the 
CIty to the license of the soldiers, or the soldiers themselves to the 
secret ambush of the city. But as the fears of Belsiarius were the 
result of calm and intrepid reason, he was soon satisfied that he 
might confide, without danger, in the peaceful and friendly aspect 
o.f the capital. Carthage blazed with innumerable torches, the 
SIgnals of the public joy; the chain was removed that guarded 
the entrance of the port; the gates were thrown open, and the 
people, with acclamations of gratitude, hailed and invited their 
Homan deliverers. The defeat of the Vandals, and the freedom 
of Africa, weFe announced to the city on the eve of St. Cyprian, 
When t.he churches were already adorned and illuminated for the 
festival of the martyr, whom three centuries of superstition had 
al~ost raised to a local deity. The Arians, conscious that their 
relgn had expired. resigned the temple to the Catholics, who res­
cued their saint from profane hands, performed the holy rites, 
and loudly proclaimed the creed of Athanasius and Justinian. 
One awful hour reversed the fortunes of the contending parties. 
The suppliant Vandals, who had so lately indulged the vice~ of 
conquerors, sought an humble refuge in the sanctuary of the 
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church; while the merchants of the East were delivered from the 
deepest dungeon of the palace by their affrighted keeper, who im. 
plorcd the protection of his captives, and showed them, through 
nn aperture in the wall, the sails of the Roman fleet. After their 
separation from the army, the naval commanders had proceeded 
with slow caution along the coast till they reached the IIermman 
promontory, and obtained the first intelligence of the victory of 
Belisarius. Faithful to his instructions, they would have cast 
anchor about twenty miles from Carthage, if the more skilful sea­
men had not represente'd the perils of the shore, and the signs of 
an impending tempest. Still ignorant of the revolution, they de­
clined, however, the rash attempt of forcing the chain of the port; 
and the adjacent harbor and suburb of Mandracium were insulted 
only by the rapine of a private officer, who disobeyed and desert­
ed his leaders. But the Imperi:;J fleet, advancing with a fair 
wind, steered through the narrow entrance of the Goletta, and 
occupied, in the deep and capacious lake of Tunis, a secure sta­
tion about five miles from the capital. 19 No sooner was Belisarius 
informed of their arrival, than he despatched orders that the 
greatest part of the mariners should be immediately landed to join 
the triumph, and to swell the apparent. numbers, of the Romans. 
Before he allowed them to enter the gates of Carthage, he ex­
horted them, in a discourse worthy of himself and the occasion, 
not to disgrace the glory of their arms; and to remember that the 
Vandals had been the tyrants, but that they were the deliverers, 
of the Africans, who must now be respected as the voluntary and 
affect.ionate subjects of their common sovereign. The RomanH 
marched through the streets in close ranks, prepared for batUe if 
an enemy had appeared: the strict order maintained by the gen­
eral imprinted on their minds the duty of obedience; and in an 
age in which custom and impunity almost sapctified the abuse of 
conquest, the genius of one man repressed the passions of a victo­
rious army. The voice of menace and complaint was silent; the 
trade of Carthage was not interrupted; while Africa changed her 
master and her government, the shops continued open and busy ; 
and the soldiers, after sufficient guards had been posted, modestly 
departed to the houses which were allotted for their reception. 
Belisarius fixed his residence in the palace; seated himself on the 
throne of Genseric; accepted and distributed the barbaric spoil j 
granted their lives to the suppliant Vandals; and labored to repair 
the damage which the sJ~burb of l\landracium had sustained in 
the preceding night. At supper he entertained his principal offi­
cers with the form and magnificence of a royal banquet.:10 The 
victor was respectfully served by the captive officers of the house­
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hold; and in the moments of festivity, when the impartial specta­
tors applauded the fortune and merit of Belisarius, his envious 
flatterers, secretly shed their venom on every word and gesture 
which might alarm the suspicions of a jealous monarch. One day 
was given to these pompous scenes, which mny not be despised as 
useless, if they attracted the popular veneration; but the active 
mind of Belisarius, wLlch in the pride of victory could suppose a 
defeat, had already resolved, that the Roman empire in Africa 
should not depend on the chance of arms, or the favor of the peo­
J.>le. The fortifications of Carthage * had alone been exempted 
from the general proscription; but in the reign of ninety-five 
years they were suffered to decay by the thoughtless and indolent 
Vandals. A wiser conqueror rm;tored, with incredible deslJatch, 
the walls and ditches of the city. His liberality encouraged the 
workmen; the soldiers, .the mariners, and the citizens, vied with 
each other in the salutary labor; and Gelimer, who hud feared to 
trust his llerson in an open town, beheld, with astonishment and 
despair, the rising strength of an impregnable fortress . 

.That unfortunate monarch, after the loss of his capital, applied 
hImself to collect the remains of an army scattered, rather than 
destroyed, by the preceding battle; and the hopes of pillage at­
tracted some :Moorish bands to the standard of Gelimer. He eu­
~amped in the fields of Bulla, four days' journey from Carthage; 
Insulted the capital, which he deprived of the use of an aqueduct; 
proposed a high reward for the head of every Roman; affected to 
spare the persons and property of his African subjects, and 
secretly negotiated with the Arian sectaries and the confederate 
Huns. Under these circumstances, the conquest of Sardinia 
served only to aggravate his distress: he reflected, with the deep­
est anguish, t.hat he had wasted, in that useless enterprise, five 
thousand of his bra'Vest troops; and he read, with grief and shame, 
th~ victorious letters of his brother Zano, t who expressed a san­
gUIne confidence that the king. after the example of their ances­
tors, had already chastised the rashness of the Roman invader. 
" A,las ! my brother," replied Gelimer, "Heaven has declared 
agalllst our unhappy nation. 'Vhile you have subdued Sardinia, 
:we have lost Africa. No sooner did Belisarius appear with a 
handful of soldiers, than courage and prosperity deserted the_ 
cause of the Vandals. Your nephew Gibamund, your brothef 

.* And a few others (oAlya aTTa). Procopiu8 states in his work De Edificiis, I. 
VI. 	vo~. i. p. 5.-M. 

t Gl!>b0l!- had forgotten that the bearer or the" victorions letters of his brother' 
hrdt~lled mto the port of ()artha~e; and that the letters had fallon inLo tho hands 
\I 0 RomlJ.lls. l'roc, Vandal. 1. 1. c. 23.-M. 
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Ammatas, have been betrayed to death by the cowardice of their 
followers. Our horses, our ships, Carthage itself, and all Africa, 
are in the power of the enemy. Yet the Vandals still prefer an 
ignominious repose, at the expense of their wives and children, 
their wealth and liberty. Nothing now remains except the field 
of Bulla, and the lwpe of your valor. Abandon Sardinia; fly to 
our relief'; restore our empire, or perish by our side." On the 
receipt of this epistle, Zano imparted his grief to the principal 
Vandals; but the intelligence was prudently concealed from the 
natives of the island. The troops embarked in one hundred and 
twenty galleys at the port of Cagliari, cast ancbor the third day 
on the confines of i)Iauritania, and hastily pursued their march to 
join the royal standard in the camp of Bulla. :Mournful was the 
interview: the two brothers embraced; they wept in silence; no 
questions were asked of the Sardinian victory; no inquiries were 
made of the African misfortunes: they saw before their eyes the 
whole extent of their calamities; and the absence of their wives 
and children afforded a melancholy proof that either death or 
captivity had been their lot. The languid spirit of the Vandals 
was at length awakened and united by the entreaties of their 
king, the example of Zano, and the instant danger which threat­
ened their monarchy and religion. The military strength of the 
nation advanced to battle; and such was the rapid increase, that 
before their army reached Tricameron, about twenty miles from 
Carthage, they might boast, perhaps with some exaggeration, 
that they surpassed, in a tenfold proportion, the diminutive pow­
ers of the Romans. But these powers were under the.command 
of Belisarius; and, as he was conscious of their superior merit, he 
permitted the ,barbarians to surprise him at an unseasonable hour. 
The Romans were instanUy under arms; a rivuld covered their 
front; the cavalry formed the. first line, which Belisariu~ support­
ed in the centre, at the head of five hundred guards; the in­
fantry, at some distance, was posted in the second line; and the 
vigilance of the general watched the separate station and ambigu­
ous faith of the l\Iassagetre, who secretly reserved their aid for the 
conquerors. The historian has inserted, and the reader may easily 
supply, the speeches 21 of the commanders, who, by arguments 
the most apposite to their situation, inculcated the importance of 
victory, and the contempt of life. Zuuo, with the troops which 
had followed him to the conquest of Sardinia, was placed in the 
centre; and the throne of Genseric might have stood, if the mul· 
titude of Vandals had imitated their intrepid resolution. Casting 
away their lances and missile weapons, they drew their swords, 
and expected the charge: the Roman cavalry thrice passed the 
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rivulet j they were thrice repulsed; and the conflict wag firmly 
maintained, till Zano fell, and the standard of Belisarius wa~ dis­
played. Gelimer retreated to his camp j the Huns joined the pur· 
suit; and the victors despoiled tile bodies of the slain. Yet nn 
more than fifty Romlllls, and ei~ht hundred Vandals, were found 
on the field of battle j so inconsiderable was the carnage of a day, 
which extinguished a nation, and transferred the empire of 
Africa. In the evening Belisarius led his infantry to the attack 
of the camp j and the- pusillanimous flight of Gelimer exposed the 
vanity of his recent declarations, that to the vanquished, death 
was a relief, life a burden, and infamy the only object of terror. 
His departure was secret; ·hut as soon as the Vandals discov­
ered that their king had deserted them, they hastily dispersed, 
Hnxious only for their personal safety, and careless of every 
object that is dear or valuable to mankind. The Romans entered 
the camp without resistance j and the wildest scenes of disorder 
were veiled in the darkness and confusion of the night. Every 
harbarian who met their swords was inhumanly massacred j their 
willows and daughters, as rich heirs, or beautiful concubines, 
were embraced by the licentious soldiers j and avarice itself was 
almost satiated with the treasures of gold and silver, the accumu­
lated fruits of CBnquest or economy in a long period of prosperity 
and peace. In this frantic search, the troops, even of Belisarius, 
fOI~ot their caution and respect. Intoxic~ted with lust and 
rapme, they explored, in small parties, or alone, the adjacenf 
fields, the woods, the rocke, and the caverns, that might possibly 
conceal any desirable prize: laden with booty, they deserted 
their ranks, and wandered without a guide, on the high road to 
Carthage j and if the flying eriemies had dared to return, very 
few of the conquerors would have escaped. Deeply sensible of 
the disgrace and danger, Belisarius passed an apprehensive night 
on the field of victory: at the dawn of day, he planted his stand­
ard on a hill, recalled his guards and veterans, and gradually 
restored the modesty and obedience of the camp. It was equally 
the concern of the Roman general to subdue the hostile, and to 
save the prostrate, barbarian j and the suppliant Vandals, who 
~?uld be found only in churc]les, were protected by Ilis author.ity j 
<usarmed, and separately confined, that they might neither dis' 
turb the pnblic peace, nor become the victims of popular revenge. 
Aft~r despatching a light detachment to tread the footsteps of 
Gebmer, he advanced, with his whole anny, about ten days' 
!llarch, as far as Hippo Regius which no longer possessed the r~l­
lCS of St. Augustin. ~~ The season, and the certain intelligence 
that the Vandal had fled to an inaccessible country of the :Moors, 
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determined BeHsarius to relinquish the vain pursuit, and to fix his 
winter quarters at Carthage. From thence he despatched his 
-principal lieutenant, to inform the emperor, that in the space of 
three months he had achieved the conquest of Africa. 

Relisarius spoke the language df truth. 1'he surviving Vandals 
yielded, without resistance, their arms and their freedom: the 
neighborhood of Carthage submitted to his presence; and the 
more distant provinces were successively subdued by the report of 
his victory. Tripoli was confirmed in her voluntary allegiance; 
Sardinia and Corsica surrendered to an officer, who can-ied, in­
stead of a sword, the head of the Valiant Zano; and the Isles of 
Majorca, IHinorca, and Yvica, consented to remahl an humble ap­
pendage of the African kingdom. Crosarea, a royal city. which 
in looser geography may be confounded with the modern Algiers, 
was situate thirty days' march to the westward of Carthage: by 
land, the road was infested by the :M:oors; but the sea was open, 
and the Romans were now masters of the sea. An active and dis­
creet tribune sailed as far as the Straits, where he occupied Sep­
tern or Ceuta,23 which rises opposite to Gibraltar on the African 
coast: that remote place was afterwards adorned and fortified by 
Justinian; and he seems to have indulged the vain ambition of 
extending his empire to the columns of Hercules. He received 
the messengers of victory at the time when he was preparing to 
publish the Pandects of the Roman law; and the devout or jeal­
ous emperor celebrated the divine goodness, and confessed, in 
silence, the merit of his successful general. 24 Impatient to abol­
ish the temporal and spiritual tyranny of the Vandals, he pro­
ceeded, without delay, to the full esta!>lishment of the Catholic 
church. Her jurisdiction, wealth, and immunities, perhaps the 
most essential part of episcopal religion, were restored and ampli' 
fied with a liberal hand; the Arian worship was suppressed; the 
Donatist meetings were proscribed j 25 and the synod of Carthnge, 
by the voice of two hundred and seventeen bishops,26 applauded 
the just measure of pious retaliation. On such an occasion, it 
may not be presumed, that many orthodox prelates were absent; 
but the comparative smallness of their number, which in ancient 
('ouncils had been twice or even thrice multiplied, most clearly in­
dicates the decay both of the church and state. While Justinian 
approved himself the defender of the faith, he entertained an am· 
bitious hope, that his victorious lieutenant would Bpeedily enlarge 
the narrow limits of his dominion to the space which they occu­
pied before the invasion of the Moors and Vandals j and Belisa­
rius was instructed to establish five dukes or commanders in thu 
convenient stations of Tripoli, LeptiR, Girta, Cresarea, and Sardinia, 
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and to compute the military force of palatines or borderers that 
might be sufficient for the defence of Africa. The kingdom of the 
Vandals was not unworthy of th...e presence of a Prretorian prre­
feet; and four consulars, three presidents, were appointed to ad­
minister the seven provinces under his civil jurisdiction. The 
number of their subordinate officers, clerks, messengers, or assist­
ants, was minutely expressed; three hundred and ninety-six for 
the prmfect himself, fifty for each of his vicegerents; and the 
rigid definition of their fees and salaries, was more effectual to 
co.nfirm the right, .than to prevent the abuse. These magistra~es 
mIght be oppressIVe, but they were not idle; and the subtlle 
questions of justice and revenue were infinitely propagated under 
the new government, which professed to revive the freedom and 
equity of the Roman republic. The conqueror was solicitous to 
extract a prompt and plentiful supply from his African subjects; 
and he allowed them to claim, even in the third degree, and from 
the collateral line, the houses and lands of which their families 
had been unjustly despoiled by the Vandals. After the departure 
of Delisarius, who acted by a high and special commission, no 
ordinary provision were made for a master-general of the forces: 
b?~ the office of Prretorian prrefect was intrusted to a soldier; the 
CIVIl and military powers was united, according to the practice of 
Justinian, in the chief governor; and the representative of the 
emperor in Africa, as well as in Italy, was soon distinguished by 
the appellation of Exarch. l7 

~et the conquest of Africa was imperfect till her former sov­
eTelgn was delivered, either alive or dead, into the hanos of the 
l{omans. Doubtful of the event, Gelimer had given secret orders 
that a part of his treasure should be transported to Spain, where 
h~ ~10ped to find a secure refuge at the court of the king of the 
VlSlgoths. But these intentions were disappointed by accident, 
treachery, and the-indefatigable pursuit of his enemies, who inter­
cepted his flight from the sea-shore, and chased the unfortunate 
In?narch, with some faithful followers, to the inaccessible moun­
taIn .of Papua,28 in the inland country of Numidia. He was im­
mediately besieged by Pharas, an officer whose truth and sobriety 
Were the more applauded, as such qualities could seldom be found 
al!l0~g. the Heruli, the most corrupt of the barbarian tribes. To 
Ins VIgIlance BeJisarius had intrusted this important charge; and, 
after~a bold attempt to scale the mountain, in which he lost a 
hundred and ten soldiers, Pharas expected. during a winter siege, 
~~e operation of distress and famine on the mrud of the Vandal 

mg. From the softest habits of pleasure, from the unbounded 
CUIltmand of illuustry and wealth, he was reduced to share tl1(. 

http:Exarch.l7
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poverty of the 1tloors,29 supportable only to them'3elves by their 
ignorance of a happier condition. In their Tude hovels, of mud 
and hurdles, which confined the smoke and excluded the light, 
they promiscuously slept on the eround, perhaps on a sheep-skin, 
with their wives, their children, and their cattle. Sordid' and 
r;cant.y were their garments; the use of bread and wine was un­
known; and their oaten or barley cakes, imperfectly baked in the 
ashes, were devoured, almost in a crude state, by the hungry sav­
ages. The health of Gelimer must have sunk under these strange 
and unwonted hardships, from whatsoever cause they had been 
endured; but his actual misery was imbittered by the recollection 
of past greatness, the daily insolence of his protectors, and the 
just apprehension, that the light and venal l\Ioors might be 
tempted to betray the rights of hospitality. The knowledge of 
his situation dictated the humane and friendly epistle of Pharas. 
" Like yourself," said the chief of the Heruli, "I am an illiterate 
barbarian,' but I speak the language of plain sense and an honest 
heart. 1Vhy will you persist in hopeless obstinacy? Why will 
you ruin yourself, your family, and nation? The love of 
freedom and abhorrence of slavery? Alas I my dearest GeU­
mer, are you not already the worst of slaves, the slave of the 
vile nation of the :Moors? 'Vould it not be preferable to sus­
tain at Constantinople a life of poverty and servitude, rather than 
to reign the undoubted monarch of the mountain of Papua? Do 
you think it a disgrace to be the subject of Justinian? Belisarius 
is his subject; and we ourselves, whose- birth is not inferior to 
your own, are not ashamed of our obedience to the Roman em­
peror. That generous prince will grant you a rich inheritancg 9f 
lands, a place in the senate, and the dignity of patrician: such 
are his gracious intentions, and you may depend with full assur~ 
ance on the word of Belisarius. So long as Heaven has con­
demned us to suffer, patience is a virtue; but if we reject the 
proffered deliverance, it degenerates into blind and stupid de­
spair." "I am not insensible," replied the king of the VanditlS, 
" how kind and rational is your advice. But I cannot persuade 
myself to become the slave of an unjust enemy, who has deserved 
my implacable hatred. Him I had never injured either by word 
or deed: yet he has sent against me, I know not from whence, a 
certain Belisarius, who has cast me headlong from the throne inte 
this abyss of misery. Justinian is a man; he is a prince; does h<1, 
not dread for himself a similar reverse of fortune? I can write nO 
more: my grief oppresses me. Send me, I beseech you, my dear 
Pharas, send me, a lyre, so a sponge, and a loaf of bread." Fro~ 
the Vandal messenger, Pharas was informe<l of the motives of tIlli 
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singular request. It was long since the king of Africa had tasted 
bread; a defluxion had fallen on his eyes, the cffed of fatigue or 
incessant weeping; and he wished to solace the invlancholy hours 
by singing to the lyre the sad story of his own misfortunes. The 
humanity of Pharas was moved; he sent the three extraordinary 
gifts; but even his humanity prompted him to redouble the vigil­
ance of his guard, that he might sooner compel his prisoner to 
eI?brace a resolution advantageous to the Romans, but salutary to 
Illmself. The obstinacy of Gelimer at length yielded to reason 
and lecessity; the solemn assurances of safety amI honorable 
treatment were ratified in the emperor's nawe, by the ambassador 
of Belisarius; and the king of -the Vandals descended from the 
mountain. The first public interview was in one of the suburbs 
of Carthage; and when the royal captive accosted his conqueror, 
~e burst into a fit of laughter. The crowd might naturally be­
!Ieve, that extreme grief had deprived Gelimer of his senses; but 
1D this mournful state. unseasonable mirth insinuated to more in­
telligent observers, that the vain and transitory scenes of human 
greatness are unworthy of a serious t110ught.31 

Their contempt was soon justified by a new example of a vulgar 
truth; that flnttery adheres to power, and envy to superior merit. 
~he chiefs of the Roman army presumed to think themselves the 
rIvals of a hero. Their private despatches maliciously affirmed, 
that the conqueror of A frica, strong in his reputation and the 
pUblic love, conspired to seat himself on the throne of the Van­
dals. Justinian listened with too patient an. ear; and his silence 
was the result of jealousy rather than of confidence. An honora­
ble alternative, of remaining in the province, or of returning to 
the capital, was indeed submitted to the discretion of Belisarius; 
but he wisely concluded from intercepted letters and the knowl­
edge of his sovereign's temper, that he must either resign his 
head, erect his standard, or confound his enemies by his presence 
and SUbmission. Innocence and courage decided his choice j his 
guards, captives, and treasures, were diligently embarked j and 
so prosperous- was the navigation, that his arrival at Constantino­
ple l)receded any certain account of his departure from the port 
o.f Carthage. Such unsusIJecting loyalty removed the apprehen­
~lon~ of Justinian j envy was silenced and inflamed by the publIc 
gratitude; and the third Africanus obtained the honors of a tri­
umph, a ceremony which the city of Constantine llttd never seen, 
and which ancient Rome, since the reign of Tiberius, had re­
served. fo~ the auspicious. arms of the Cmsars.32 ,From theya!aco 
of Behsarms, the procession was conducted through the prlUClpul 
Itreets to the hippodrome; and this memorable day seemed to 
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avenge the injuries of Genseric, and to expiate the shame of the 
Romans. The wealth of nations was displayed, the trophies of 
martial or effeminate luxury; rich armor, golden thrones, and the 
chariots of state which had been used by the Vandal queen; the 
m,tssy furniture of the royal banquet, the splendor of precious 
stones, the elega.nt forms of statues and vases, the more substan­
tial treasure of gold, and the holy vessels of the Jewish temple, 
which after their long peregrination were respectfully depositeJ 
in the Christian church of Jerusalem. A long train of the noblest 
Vandals reluctantly exposed their lofty staturE} and manly counte­
nance. Gelimer slowly advanced: he was clad in a purple robe, 
arlit still maintained the majesty of a king. Not a tear escaped 
[!'O1ll his eyes, not a sigh was heard; but his pride or piety de­
Iivetl some secret consolation from the words of Solomon,33 which 
he repeatedly pronounced, VANITY I VANITY! ALL IS VANITY! 
Instead of ascending a triumphal car drawn by four horses (lr ele­
phants, the modest conqueror marched on foot at the head of his 
brave companions; his prudence might decline an honor too con­
spicuous for a subject; and his magnanimity might justly disdain 
what had been so often sullied by the vilest of tyrants. The glo­
rious procession entered the gate of the hippodrome; was saluted 
by the acclamations of the senate and people; and halted before 
the throne where Justinian and Theodora were seated to receive 
the homage of the captive monarch and the victorious hero. 
They both performed the customary adoration; and falling pros­
trate on the ground, respectfully touched the footstool of a prince 
who had not unsheathed his sword, and of a prostitute who had 
danced on the theatre: some gentle violence was used to bend the 
stubborn spirit of the grandson of Genseric; and however trained 
to servitude, the genius of Belisarius must have secretly rebelled. 
He was immediately declared consul for the enming year, and the 
day of his inauguration resembled the pomp of a second triumph: 
his curule chair was borne aloft on the shoulders of captive Van­
dals j and the spoils of war, gold cups, and rich girdles, wero 
profusely scattered among the populace. 

But the purest reward of Belisarius was in the faithful execu­
t:on of a treaty for which his honor had been pledged to the king 
of the Vandals. The religious scruples of Gelimer, who adhered 
to the Arian heresy, were incompatible with the dignity of sena~ 
tor or patrician: but he received from the emperor an ample 
estate in the province of Galatia,- where the abdicated monarch 
retired, with his family and friends, to a life of peace, of afflu­
ence, and perhaps of content. 34 The daughters of Hilderic were 
entertained with tho respectful tenderness due to their age and 
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misfortune; and Justinian and Theodora accepted the honor of 
educating and enriching the female descendants of the great The­
odosius. The bravest of the Vandal youth were distributed int(~ 
five squadrons of cavalry, which adopted the name of their bene­
factor, and supported in the Persian wars the glory of their Hnces­
~ors. But these rare eJ'ceptions, the reward of birth or valor, are 
Insufficient to explain the fate of a nation, whose numbers, before 
a short and bloodless war, amounted to more than six hundred 
thousand persons. After the exile of their l,ing and nobles, the 
servile crowd might purchase their safety by abjuring their char­
acter, rehgion, and language; and their degenerate posterity 
wonld be insensibly mingled with the common herd of African 
subjects. Yet even in the present age, and in the heart of the 
:Moorish tribes, a curious traveller has aiscovered the white com­
})lexion and long fla.xen hah of a northern race; 3f> and it was for­
merly believed, that the boldest of the Vandals fled beyond the 
l)ower. or even the knowledge, of the Homans, to enjoy their soli­
tary freedom on the shore~ of the Atlantic Ocean. 26 Africa had 
he.en their empire, it became their prison; nor could they enier­
taIn a hope, or even a wish, of returning to the banks of the Elbe, 
~hel'e their brethren, of a spirit le~s adventurous, still wandered 
In their native forests. It was impossible for cowards to sur­
Inount the barriers of unknown seas and hostile barbarians; it 
'Was impossible for brave men to expose their nakedness and de­
fcat before the eyes of their countrymen, to describe the king­
do~s which they had lost, and to claim a share of the humble in.. 
hcntance, which, in a happier hour, they had almost unanimously 
rcnounced. S7 In the country hetween the Elbe and the Oder, sev­
eral populous villages of Lusatia are inhabited by the Vandals: 
they still preserve their language, the,ir customs, and the purity of 
t!lcIr blood j support, with some impatience, the Saxon or Prus­
sum yoke; and serve, with secret and voluntary allegiance, the de­
Scendant of their ancient kings, who in his garb and present for­
tune is confounded with the meanest of his vassals. 38 The name 
and situation of this unhappy people might indicate their descent 
from one common sto'ck with tlle conquerors of Africa. But the 
Use of a Sclavonian dialect more clearly represents them as the 
l~st remnant of the new colonies, who succeeded to the genuine 
Vandals, already scattered or destroyed in the age of Procopius.3!I 

.If Belisarins had been fcmpted to hesitate in his allegiance, he 
llllght have urged, even against the emperor himself, the indis­
pensable duty of saving Africa from an enemy more harbarous 
than the Vandals. The origin of the Moors is involved in dark­
ness: they were ignorant of the use of letters. 40 Their limi~s can­
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not be precisely defined; a bounaless continent was open to the 
Libyan shepherds ;- the change of seasons and pastures regulated 
their motions; and their rude huts and slender furniture were 
transported with the same ease as their arms, their families, and 
their cattle, which consisted of sheep, oxen, and camels. 41 Dur­
ing the vigor of the Roman power, they observed a respectful dis­
tance frem Cart.hage and the sea-shore: under the feeble reign of 
the Vandals, they invaded the cities of Numidia, occupied the 
sea-coast from Tangier to Umsarea,- and pitched their camps, with 
impunity, in the fertile province of Byzacium. The formidable 
strength and artful conduct of Belisarius secured the neutrality of 
the Moorish princes,' whose vanity aspired to receIve, in the em­
peror's name, the ensigns of their regal dignity. 4~ They were as~ 
tonished by the rapid event, and trembled in the presence of their 
conqueror. But his approaching departure soon relieved the ap­
prehensions of a savage and superstitious people; the number of 
their wives allowed them to disregard the safety of their infant 
hostages; and when the Roman general hoisted sail in the port of 
Carthage, he heard the cries, and almost beheld the fiames, of the 
desolated province. Yet he persisted in his resolution; and 
leaving only a part of his guards to re-enfoice the feeble garrisons, 
he intrusted the command of Africa to the eunuch Solomon,43 
who proved himself not unworthy to be the successor of Belisa­
rius. In the first invasion, some detachments, with two officers 
of merit, ,,"ere surprised and intercepted; but Solomon speedily 
assembled his troops, marched from Carthage into the heart of 
the country, and in two great battles destroyed sixty thousand of 
the barbarians. The Moors depended on their multitude, their 
swiftness, and their inaccessible mountains; and the aspect and 
smeH of their camels are said to have produced some confusion in 
the Roman cavalry.44 But as soon as they were commanded to 
dismount, they derided this contemptible obstacle: as soon as the 
columns ascended the hills, the naked and disorderly crowd was 
dazzled by glittering arms and regular evoluti«?ns; and the men­
ace of their female prophets was repeatedly fulfilled, that the 
Moors should be discomfited by a beardless antagonist. The viC!to­
rious eunuch advanced thirteen days' journey from Carthage, to 
besiege "Mount Aurasius,4[, the citadel, and at the same time the 
garden, of Numidia. That range of hills, a branch of the great 
Atlas, contains, within a circumference of one hundred ano 
twenty miles, a rare variety of soil and climate; the intermediate 
valleys and elevated plains abound with rich pastures, perpetual 
streams, and fruits of a delicious taste and uncommon magnitude. 
This fair solitude is decorated with the ruins of Lambesa, a Ro-­
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man city, once the seat of a legion, and the_ residence of forty 
thousand inhabitants. The Ionic temple of .1Esculapius is encom­
passed with Moorish huts; and the cattle now graze in the midst 
of an amphitheatre, under the shade of Corinthian columns. A 
sharp perpendicular rock rises above the level of the mountain, 
where the African princes deposited their wives and treasures; 
and a proverb is familiar to the Arabs, that the man may eat fire 
who dares to attack the craggy cliffs and inhospitable natives of 
:Mount Aurasius. This hardy enterprise was twice attempted by 
the eunu.:-h Solomon: 'from the first, he retreated with some dis­
grace; and in the second, his patience and provisions were almost 
exhausted; and he must again have retired, if he had not yielded 
to the impetuous courage of his troops, who audaciously scaled, 
to the astonishment of the l'tloors, the mountain, 111e hostile camp, 
and the summit of the Geminian rock. A citadel was erected to 
secure this important conquest, and to remind the barbarians of 
their defeat; and as Solomon pursued his march to the west, the 
10ng-Iost province of Mauritanian Sitifi was again annexed to the 
Roman empire. The lIoorish war continued several years after 
the departure of Belisarius j but the laurels which he resigned to 
a faithful lieutenant may be justly ascribed to his own triumph. 

The experience of past faults, which may sometimes correct the 
mature age of an individual, is seldom profitable to the successive 
generations of mankind. The nations of antiquity, careless of 
each other's safety, were separately vanquished and enslaved by 
t!le Romans. This awful lesson might have instructed the barba­
rIans of the West to oppose with timely counsels and confederate 
arms, the unbounded ambition of Justinian. Yet the same error 
was repeated, the same consequences were felt, and the Goths, both 
of Italy and Spain, insensible of ~heir approaching danger, beheld 
with indifference, and even with joy, the rapid downfall of the 
Vandals. After the failure of the royal line, Theudes, a valiant 
and powerful chief, ascended the throne of Spain, which he had 
fOlmerly administered in the name of Theodoric and his infa!lt 
grmidson. Under his command, the Visigoths besieged the for­
tress of Ceuta on the African coast : but while they spent the Sab­
bath day in peace and devotion, the pious security of their camp 
was invaded by a sally from the town; and the king himself, with­
s~me difficulty and danger, escaped from the hands of a sacdle­
glOus enemy.·6 It was not long before his pride and resentment 
Were gratified by a suppliant embassy from the unfortunate Gel~­
mer, who implored, in his distress, the aid of the Spanish mon­
a~ch. But instead of sacrificing these unworthy passjon~ to the 
dIctates of generosity and prud-ence, Theudes amused the ambas­
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sadors till he was secretly informed of the loss of Carthage, and 
then dismissed tIHnn with obscure and contemptuous advice, to 
seek in their native country a true know edge of the state of the 
Vandals. 41' The long continuance of the Italian war delayed the 
punishment of the Visigoths; and the eyes of Theudes were 
closed before they tasted the fruits of his mistaken policy. After 
his death, the sceptre of Spain was disputed by a civil war. The 
weaker candidate solicited the protection of Justinian, and ambi~ 
tiously subscribed a treaty of alliance, which deeply wounded the 
independence and happiness of his country. Several cities, both 
on the ocean and the Mediterranean, were ceded to the Roman 
troops, who afterwards refused to evacuate those pledges, as it 
should seem, either of safety or payment; and as they were forti­
fied by perpetulJol supplies from Africa, they maintained their im­
pregnable stations, for the mischievous purpose of inflaming the 
civil and religious factions of the barbarians. Seventy years 
elapsed before this painful thorn could be extirpated from the bo­
som of the monarchy; and :1S long as the emperors retained any 
share of these remote and useless possessions, their vanity might 
number Spain in the list of their provinces, and the successors of 
Alaric in the rank of their vassals. 48 

The error of the Goths who reigned in Italy was less excusable 
than that of their Spanish brethren, and their punishment was 
still more immediate and terrible. From a motive of private re­
venge, they enabled their most dangerous enemy to destroy their 
most valuable ally. '. A sister of the great Theodoric had been 
given in marriage to Thrasimond, ,the African. king: 49 on this oc­
casion, the fortress of Lilybreum f>O in Sicily was resigned to the 
Vandals; and the princess Amalafrida was attended by a martial 
train of one thousand nobles and five thousand Gothic soldiers, 
who signalized their valor in the Moorish wars. 'rheir merit was 
overrated by themselves, and perhaps neglected by the Vandals; 
they viewed the country with envy, and the conquerors with dis­
dain; but their real or fictitious conspiracy was prevented by a 
massacre; the, Goths were oppressed, and the captivity of Amnla­
frida was soon followed by her secret and suspicious death. The 
eloquent pen of Cassiodorus was employed to reproach the Vandal 
court with the cruel violation of every social and public duty; 
but the vengeance which he threatened in the name of his sover­
eign might be derided with impunity, as long as Africa was pro~ 
tected by the sea, and the Goths were destitute of a navy. . In the 
blind impotence of grief and indignation, they joyfully saluted 
the approach of the Romans, entertained the fleet of Belisarius in 
the ports of Sicily, and were speedily delighted or alarmed by the 
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surprising intelligence, that their revenge was executed beyond 
the measure of their hopes, or perhaps of their wishes. To their 
friendship the emperor was indebted for the kingdom of Africa, 
llini the Goths might reasonably think, that they were entitled to 
resume the possession of a barren rock, so recently separated, as no 
nuptial gift from the Island of Sicily. They were soon unde~ 
ccived by the haughty mandute of Belisarius, which excited their 
t::rdy and unavailing repentance. "The city and promontory of 
LIlybrcu.m," said the Roman general, " belonged 'to the Vandals, 
und I claim them by the right of conquest. Your submission 
may deserve the favor of the emperor j your obstinacy will pro­
voke his displeasure, and mijst kindle ft war, that can terminate 
only in your utter ruin. If you compel us to take up a!'ms, we 
shall contend, not to regain thf( possession of a single city, but to 
deprive you of all the ,provinces which you unjustly withhold 
from their lawful sovereign. ,,. A nation of t.wo hundred thon:mnd 
soldiers might have smiled at the vain menace of Justinian and 
~lis lieutenant: but a spirit of discord and disaffection prevailed 
111 Italy, and the Goths supported, with reluctance, the indignity 
of a female reign. 61 

The birth of Amalasontha, the regent and queen of Italy/~ 
united the two most lJllustrious families of the barbarians. Her 
l~other, the sister of' Clovis, was descended from the long-haired 
klIlgs of the Merovingian race j ~3 and the regal succession-of the 
Amali was illustrated in the eleventh generation, by her father, 
the great Theodoric, whose merit might have ennobled a plebeian 
origin. The sex of his daughter excluded her from the Gothic 
t~rone; but his vigilant tenderness for his family and his people 
dlscovered'the last heir of the royal line, whose ancestors had 
taken refuge in Spain; and the fortunate Eutharic was 'suddenly 
exalted to' the rank of a consul and a prince. He enjoyed only a 
short time the charms of Amalasontha, and the hopes of the suc­
cession j and llis widow, after the death of her husband and 
father~, was left the guardian of her son,Athalaric, and the king.:. 
dom of Italy. At the age of about twenty-eight years, the en­
do\yments of her mind and person had attained their perfect ma­
tlmty.' Her beauty, which, in the apprehension of Theodora 
he:self,. might have disputed the cunquest of an emperor, was 
ammated by m!1nlS sense, activity, and resolution. Education ­
and experience had cultivated her talents -; her philosophic studies 
were exempt from vanity; and, though she expressed herself with 
equal elegance anci ease in the Greek, the ,Latin, and the Gothic 
ton!?ue, the daughter of Theodoric maintained in her counsels 
a dIscreet nnd impenetrable silence. By a faithful imitation '01 
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the virtues, she revived the prosperity, of his reign; while she 
strove, with' pions care, to expiate the faults, and to obliterate 
the darker memory of his declining age. rhe children of Boe­
thius and Symmachus were restored to their paternal inheritance; 
her extreme lenity never consented to inflict any corpural or pe­
cuniary penalties on her Roman sUhjects; and she generously de­
spised the clamors of the Goths, who, at the end of forty years, 
still oonsidered the people of Italy as their slaves or their enemies. 
Her sal.utary measures were directed by the wisdom, and celebrated 
by the eloquence, of Cassiodorus; she solicited and deserved the 
friendship of the emperor; and the kingdoms of Europe respected, 
both in peace and war, the majesty of the Gothic throne. But 
the future happiness of the queen and of Italy depended on the 
education of her son; who was destined, by his birth, to support 
the different and almost incompatible characters of the chief of 
a barbarian camp, and the first magistrate of a civilized nation. 
From the age of ten years,1;4 Athalaric was diligently instructed 
in the arts and sciences, either useful or ornamental for a Roman 
prince; and three venerable Goths were chosen to instil the 
principles of honor and virtue into the mind of their young king. 
But the pupil who is insensible of the benefits, must abhor the 
restraints, of education; and th,e solicitude of the queen, which 
affcction rendered anxious and severe, offended the untractable 
nature of her son and his subjects. On a Eolemn festival, when 
the Goths were assembled in the palace of Ravenna, the roy~l 
youth escaped from his mother's apartment, and, with tears of 
pride and anger, complained of a blow which his stubborn diso­
bedience had provoked her to inflict. The barbarians resented the 
indigni~ .which had been offered to their king; accused the re­
gent of conspiring against his life and crown; and imperiously 
demanded, that the grandson of Theodoric should be rescued 
from the dastardly discipline of women and pedants, and edu­
cated, like 'a valiant Goth, in the society of his equals, and the 
glorious ignorance of his ancestors. To this rude'clamor; impor­
tunately urged as the voice of the nation, Amalasontha was com­
pelled to yield her reason, and the dearest wishes of her heart. 
The king of Italy was abandoned to wine, to women, and to 
rustic sports; and ·the indiscreet contempt of the ungr9.teful 
youth betrayed the mischievous designs of his .favorites and her 
enemies. Encompassed with domestic foes, she entered into a se­
cret negotiation with the emperor Justinian; obtained the assur­
ance of a friendly reception, and had actually deposited at Dyrra­
chium, in Epirus, a treasure of forty thousand pounds of gold. 
Happy would it have been for her fame and safety, if she .had 
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calmly retired from barbarous faction to the peace and splendor 
of Constantinople. But the mind of Amalasontha was inflamed 
by ambition and revenge; and while her ships lay at anchor in 
the port, she waited for the success of a crime, which her passions 
excused or_ applauded as an act of justice, Three of the most 
dangerous malcontents had been separately removed, under 
the pretence of trust and command, to the frontiers of Italy; they 
wel'e assassinated by her private emissaries; and the blood of 
these noble Goths rendered the queen-mother absolute in the 
court of Ravenna, and justly odious to a free people. But if she 
had lamented the disorders of her son, she soon wept his irrepara­
ble loss; and the death of Athalaric, who, at the age of sixteen, 
was consumed by premature intemperance, left her destitute of 
any firm support or legal authority. Instead of submitting to 
the laws of her country, which held as a fundamental maxim, 
that the succession could never pass from the lance to the distaff, 
the daughter of Theodoric conceived the impracticable design of 
sharing wit.h one of her cousins, the regal title, and of reserving 
in her own hands the substance of supreme power. He received 
the proposal with profound respect and affected gratitude; and 
the eloquent Cassiodorus announced to the senate and the emperor, 
that Amalasontha and Theodatus had ascended the throne of 
Italy. His hirth (for his mother was the sister of Theodoric) 
might be considered as an imperfect title; and the choice of 
Amalasontha was more strongly directed by her contempt of his 
avarice and pusillanimity, which had deprived him of the love 
of the Italians, and the esteem of the barbarians. But Theodatus 
Was exasperated by the contempt which he deserved: her justice 
had repressed and ~eproached the oppression which he exercised 
against his Tuscan neighbors; and the principal Goths, united 
by common guilt and resentment, conspired to instigate his slow 
and timid disposition. The letters of congratulation were 
scarcely dispatched before the queen of Italy was imprisoned in a 
smaH island of the Lake' of Boisena,6/; where, after a short con­
finement, she was strangled in the bath, by the order, or with the 
?onnivance, of the new king, who instructed his turbulent sub­
Jects to shed the blood of their sovereigns. 

Justinian beheld with joy the dissensions of the Goths; and 
t~e mediation of _an ally concealed and promoted the ambitious 
·Ylews of the conqueror. His ambassadors in their public audi­
e~lCe, demanded the fortress of Lilybreum, ten barbarian fugi­
tIves, and a just compensation for the pillage of a small town on 
the Illynan borders; but they secretly negotiated with Theodat~s 
to betray the province of TlJscany, and tcmptccl Amalasontha to 
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extricate herself from danger and perplexity, by a free surrender 
of the kingdom of Italy. A false aud s~rvile epistle was sub· 
scribed, by the reluctant hand of the captive queen: but the con~ 
fession of the Roman senators, who were sent to Constantinople, 
revealed the truth of her deplorable situation; and Justinian, by 
the voice of a new ambassador, most powerfully interceded for 
her life and liberty.* Yet the secret instructions of the same 
minister were adapted to serve the cruel jealousy of Theudura, 
who dreaded the presence. and superior charms of a rival: he 
prompted, with artful and ambiguous hints, the execution of a 
crime so useful to the Romans; 56 received the intelligence of her 
death with grief and indignation, and denounced, in his master's 
name, immortal war against the perfidious assassin. In !tn,ly, as 
well as in Africa, the guilt of a usurper appeared to justify the 
arms of Justinian; but the forces which he prepa.red, were insuffi­
cient for the subversion of a mighty kingdom, if their feeble 
numbers had not been multiplied by the name, the spirit, and 
the conduct, of a hero. A chosen troop of guards, who served 
on horseback, and were armed with la.nees and bucklers, attended 
the person of Belisarius; hi!'! cavalry was composed of two hun­
dred Huns, three hundred lV100rs, and four thousand confederates, 
and the infantry consisted only of three thousand. Isaurians. 
Steering the same course as in his former expedition, the Roman 
consul cast ancllOr before 9atana in Sicily, to survey the strength 
of the island, and to decide whether he should attempt the con­
quest, or peaceably pursue his voyage for the African coast. He 
found a fruitful land and a friendly people. Notwithstundiug 
the decay of agriculture, Sicily still supplied the granaries of 
Rome: the farmers were graciously exempted from tho oppres­
sion of military quarters; and the Goths, who trusted the de­
fence -of the island to the inhabitants, had some reason to com­
plain, that their confidence was ungratefully betrayed. Instead 
of soliciting and expecting the aid of the king of Italy, they 
yielded to the first summons a cheerful obedience; and this prov­
ince, the first fruits of the Punic wars, was again, after a long 
separation, united to the Roman empire. 57 The G<5thic:garr~oIl 
of. Palermo, which alone attempted to resist, was reduced, after 

* Amalasontha was not alive when this new ambassador, Peter of Thessalonica, 
arrived ill Italy: he could not then HeCl'etly contrihute to her death. .. But (~aYli M. 
de Sainte CrOlx) it is not bC)Olld probability that Theodora had entered into some 
criminal intrigue with Gundelina; for that wife of Theodatu~ wrote to implore her 
protection, remInding her of the confidence which she and her hU8band had always 
placed in her fanner promises." See on Amalasonthaand the authors of her death, 
an excellent ditlsel'tatioll of 1\1. de Sainte Croix in the Archives Litteraires, pub­
lished by M. Vaudenbourg, No. 50, t. x.!~ p. ~6.-G, 
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ft short siege, by a singular stratagem. Belisarius introduced his 
ships into the deepest recess of the harbor; their boats were la­
boriously hoisted with ropes and pulleys to the top-mast head, 
una he filled them with urchers, who, from that superior station, 
commanded the ramparts of the city. After tbis easy, though 
~uccessful, campaign, the conqueror entered Syracuse in triumph, 
~t the head of his victorious bands, distributing gold medals to 
the people, on the day which so gloriously terminated the year of 
the consulship. He passed the winter season in the palace of 
ancient longs, amidst the ruins of a Grecian colony, which once 
extended to a circumference of two-and-twenty miles: 58 but in 
the spring, about the festival of Easter, the prosecution of his de­
signs was interrupted by a dangerous revolt of the African forces. 
Carthage was saved by the presence of Belisarius, who suddenly 
landed with a thousand guards.* Two thousand soldiers of 
doubtful faith returned to the standard of thei1" old commander: 
and he marched, without hesitation, above fifty miles. tQ seek an 
enemy whom he affected to pity and despise. Eight thousand 
rebels trembled' at his approach; they were routed at the first 
onset by the dexterity of their master: and this ignoble victory 
woula have restored the peace of Africa, if the conqueror had 
not been hastily recal1ed to Sicily, to appease a sedition which 
Was kindled during his absence in his own camp. 59 Disorder and 
disobedience were the common malady of the times j the genius 
to command, and the virtue to obey, resided only in the mind of 
Belisarius. 
. Although Theodatus descended from a race of heroes, he was 
19norant of the art, and averse to the dangers, of war. Although 
~e had studied the writings of Plato and Tully, philosophy was 
Incapable of purifying his mind from the basest passions, avarice 
and fear. Be had purchased a sceptre by ingratitude and mur­
der: at tbe first menace of an enemy he degraded his own maj­
esty and that of n. nation, which already dhsdained their unworthy 
s~vereign. Astonished by the recent example of Gelimer, he saw 
hImself dragged in chains through the streets of Constantinople: 
~he terrors which Belisarius inspired were heightened by the elo­
quence of Peter, the Byzantine ambassador; and that bold and 
~Ilbtle advocate persuaded him to sign a treaty, too ignominious to 
!Jecome the foundation of a lasting peace. It was stipulated, that 
In the acclamations of the Roman people, the name of the em­
peror should be always proclaimed before that of the Gothic king; 

* A hundred (there was no room ou board for more). Gibbon has again been 
misled by Cousin'S translation. Lord Mahon, p. 15'1.-M. 
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and that as orten as the statue of Theodatus was erected in brass 
or marble, the divine image of Justinian should he placed on its 
right hand. Instead of conferring, the king of Italy was reduced 
to solicit, the honors of the senate; and the consent of the em­
peror was made indispensable before he could execute, against a 
priest- or senator, the sentence either of death or confiscation. 
The feeble monarch resigned the possession of Sicily; offered as 
the annual mark of his dependence, a crown of gold of the weight 
of three hundred pounds, and promised to supply, at the requi­
sition of his sovereign, three thousand Gothic auxiliaries, for the 
service of the empire. Satisfied with these extraordinary con­
cessions, the successful agent of Justinian hastened his journey to 
Constantinople; but no sooner had he reached the Alban villa, 60 

than he was recalled by the anxiety of Theodatus; and the dia­
logue which passed between the king and the ambassador de­
serves to be repre~sented in its original simplicity. " Are you of 
opinion that the emperor will ratify this treaty ~ Per7~aps. If he 
refuses, what consequence will ensue? -War. Will suc~ a war 
be just or reasonable ~ Most assuredly: everyone should act accord­
ing to his character. What is your meaning ~ You are a philo.~o~ 
~her-Justinian is emperor of the Romans: it would ill becume the 
disciple of Plato to shed the blood of thousands in his private quarrel: 
the successor of Augustus should vindicate his rights, and reoover by 
arms the ancient provinces of his empire. " This reasoning might 
not convince, but it was sufficient to alarm and subdne the weak­
ness of Theodatus; and he soon descended to his last offer, that 
for the poor equivalent of a pension of forty-eight thousand 
pounds sterling, he would resign the kingdom of the Goths and 
Italians, and spend the remainder of his days in the innocent pleas­
ures of .-philosophy and agriculture. Both treaties were intrusted 
to the hands of the ambassador, on the frail security of an oath not 
to produce the second till the first had been positi vcly reject~. 
The event may be easily foreseen: Justinian required and ac­
cepted the abdication of the Gothic king. His indefatigable 
agent returned from Constantinople to Ravenna, with ample in­
structions; and a fair epistle, which praised the wisdom and 
generosity of the royal philosopher, granted his pension, with the 
assurance of such honors as a subject and a Catholic might enjoy; 
and wisely referred the final execution of the treaty to the presence 
and authority of Belisarius. But in the interval of suspense, two 
Roman generals, who had entered the province of Dalmatia, were 
defeated and slain by the Gothic troops. From blind and abject 
despair Theodatus capriciously rose to groundless and fatal pre­
sumption,61 and dared to receive, with menace and contempt, ·th~ 
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ambassador of Justinian; who claimed his promise, solicited tho 
allegiance of ·his subjects, ami boldly asserted the inviolahle priv­
ilege of his own character. The march of Belisarius dispel1ed 
this visionary pride; and as the first campaign 62 was employed in 
the reduction of Sicily, the invasion of Italy is applied by. Pro­
conius to the second year of the GOTHIC WAR. 63 

After Belisarius had left sufficient garrisons in Palermo and 
Syracuse, lIe embarked his troops at lVlessina, and landed them, 
without resistance, on the opposite shores of Rhegium. A Gothic 
prince, who had married the daughter of Theodatus, was stationed 
with an army to guard the entrance of Italy; out he imitated, 
without scruple, the example of a sovereign faithless to his pub­
lic and private duties. The perfidious Ebermor deserted with 
his followers to the Roman camp, and Wag dismissed to enjoy the 
servil~ honors of the :Byzantine court. 64 From Rhegium to Na­
ples, the fleet and army of Belisarius, almost always in view of 
each other, advanced near three hundred miles along the ·sea­
coast. The people of Bruttium, Lucania, and Campania, who 
a~horred the name and religion of the Goths, embraced the spe­
CIOUS excuse that their ruined wlij,lls were incapable of defence: 
the soldiers paid a just equivalcnt for a plentiful market; and 
curiosity alone interrupted the peaceful occupations of the hus­
bandman or artificer. Naples, which has swelled to a great and 
populou~ capital, long cherished the language and manners of a 
Grecian c..olony ; 65 and the choice of Virgil had ennobled this ele­
gant retreat, which attracted the lovers of repose and study, from 
the noise, the smoke, and the laborious opulence of Rome. 66 As 
soon as the place was invested by sea and land, Belisarius gave 
a,!dience to the deputies of the people, who exhorted him to 
d~sregard a conquest ilnworthy of his aims, to seek tIle Gothic 
kmg in a field of battle, and after his victory, to claim, as the 
sovereign of Rome, the allegiance of the dependent cities. 
" ·When I treat with my enemies," replied the Roman chief with 
a haughty smile, "I am more accustomed to give than to receive 
counsel; but I hold in one hand inevitable ruin, and in the other 
peace and freedom, such as Sicily now enjoys." The impatience 
of delay urged him to grant the most liberal terms; his honor 
8~cl!red their performance: but Naples was divided into two fac­
tIons; and the Greek democracy was inflamed by their orators, 
Who, with much spiI'it and some truth, represented to the multi•. 
tu~e that the Goths would punish their defection, and that Beli­
san,!s himself must esteem their loyalty and valor. .Their delib­
eratIOns, however, were not perfectly free: the city was com­
manded oy eight hundred IHU'bariuns, whose wives and children 
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were detained at Ravenna as the pledge of their fidelity; and 
even the Jews, who were rich and numerous, resisted, with des~ 
perate enthusiasm, the intolerant laws of Justinian. In a much 
later period, the circumference of Naples 61 measured only two 
thousand three hundred and sixty-three IJuces : 6~ the fortificatbns 
were defenued by precipices or the sea; when the aqucdu~ts 
were intercepted, a supply of water might be urawn from wells 
and fountains; and the stock of provisions was sufficient to con­
sume the patience of the besiegers. At the end of twenty days, 
that of Bclisari}.ls was almost exhausted, and he had reconciled 
himself to the disgrace of abandoning the siege, that he might 
march, before the winter season, against Rome and the Gothic 
king. But his anxiety was relieved. by the bold curiosity of an 
Isaurian, who explored "the dry cllann~l of an aqueduct and se­
cretly reported that a passage might be perforated to introduce a 
me of armed soldiers into the heart of the city. When the wQrk 
had been silently e~ecuted, the humane general risked the dis­
covery of his secret by a last and fruitless admonition of the im­
pending danger. In: the darkness of the night, four hundred 
H.omans entered the aqueduct, raised themselves by a rope, which 
they fastened to an olive-tree, in the house or garden of a solitary 
matron, sounded their trumpets, surprised the sentinels, and gave 
admittance to their companions, who on all sides scaled the walls 
and burst open the gates of the city. Every crime whiclfis pun­
ished by social justice was practised as the rights of war; the 
Huns were distinguished by cruelty anq. sacrilege, and Belisarius 
alone appeared in the streets and churches of Naples to moderate 
the calamities which he predicted. "The gold and silver," he 
repeatedly claimed, "are the just rewards of your valor. But 
spare the inhabitants; they are Christian~, they are suppliants, 
they are now your fellow-subjects. Restore the children to thcir 
parents, the wives to their husbands; and show them by your 
generosity of what friends they have obstinately deprived them­
selves." The city was saved by the virtue and authority of its 
conqueror; 69 and when"the Neapolitans returned to their houses, 
they found some consolation in the secret enjoyment of their 
hidden treasures. The barbarian garrison enlisted in the service 
of the emperor; Apulia and Calabria, delivered from the odjous 
presence of the Goth~ acknowledged his domi!lion; and" the 
tusks of the Calydonian boar, which were still shown at lleneven· 
tum, are curiously described by the historian of Belisarius. 70 

The faithful soldiers and citizens of Naples had expected their 
deliverance from a prince, who remained tIle inactive and almost 
indifferent spectator of their ruin. Theodatus secur~d his persoll 
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within the walls of Rome, while his cavalry advanced forty miles 
on the Appian way, and encamped in the Pomptine marshes; 
which, by a capai of nineteen miles in length, had been recently 
drained and converted into excellent pastures. 71 But the principal 
forces of the Goths were dispersed in Dalmatia, Venetia, and_ 
Gaul; and. the feeble mind of their king was confounded by the 
unsuccessful event of a divination, which seemed to presage the 
downfall of his empire. 72 The most abject slaves have arraigned 
the guilt or weakness of an unfortunate master. The character of 
Theodatus was rigorously scmtinized by a free and idle camp of 
barbarians, conscious of their privilege and power: he was de­
clared unworthy of his race, his nation, and his throne; and 
their general Vitiges, whose valor Imd been signalized in the Il­
lyrian war, was raised with unanimous applause on the bucklers 
of his companions. On the first rumor the abdicated monarch 
iled from the justice of his country; but he was pursued by pri­
vate revenge. A. Goth, whom he had injured in his love, over­
took Theodatus on t}le Flaminian way, and, regardless of his un­
manly cries, slaughtered llim, as he lay prostrate on the ground, 
like a victim (says the historian) at the foot of the altar. The 
choice of the people is the best and purest title to reign over them j 
yet such is the prejudice of every age; that Vitiges impatiently 
wished to return to Ravenna, where he might seize, with the re­
luctant hand of the daughter of Amalasontba, some faint shadow 
of hereditary right. A national council was immediately held, 
and the new monarch reconciled the impatient spirit of the bar­
barians to a measure of disgrace, which the misconduct of his 
predecessor rendered wise and indispensable. The Goths con­
sented to retreat in the presence of a victorious enemy; to delay 
till the next spring the operations of offensive war; to sum­
mon their scattered forces; to relinquish their distant possessions, 
and to trust even Rome itself to the faith of its inhabitants. 
Leuderis, an aged warrior, was left in the capital, with four thou­
sand soldiers; a feeble garrison, which :r:night lUlve seconded the 
zeal, tllOugh it was incapable of opposing the wishes, of the Ro­
mans. But a mOIIlBntary enthusiasm of religion and patriotism 
Was kindled in' their minds. They furiously exclaimed, that the 
apostolic throne should no longer be profaned by the triumph or 
toleration of Arianism; that the tombs of the Cresars should no 
longer be trampled by the savages of the North; and, without 
reflecting, that Italy must sink into a province of Constantinople, 
they fondly hailed the restoration of a Roman emperor as a new 
mra of freedom and prosperity. The deputies of the pOpE;l and 
~lergy) of the senate and people, invited the lieutenant of J uSc­
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tinian to accept their voluntary allegiance, and to enter the city, 
whose gates would be thrown open for his reception. As soon as 
Belisarius had fortified his new conquests, Naples and Cumru, he 
advanced about twenty miles to the banks of the Vulturnus, con­
templated the decayed grandeur of Capun, and halted at the sep­
aration of the Latin and Appian ways. The work of the ceneor, 
after the incessant use of nino centuries, still preserved. its pri­
mruval beauty, and not a flaw could be discovered in. the large 
polished stones, of which that solid: though narrow road, was so 
firmly compacted. 73 Belisarius, however, preferred the Latin 
way, which, at a distance from the _sea and the marshes, skirted 
in a space of one hundred and twenty miles along the foot of the 
mountains. His enemies had disappeared: when he made his 
entrance through the Asinarian gate, the garrison departed with­
out molestation along the Flaminian way; and the city, after 
sixty years' servitude, was delivered from the yoke of the bar­
barians. Leuderis alone, from a motive of pride or discontent, 
refused to accompany the fugitives; and the Gothic chief him_­
self, a trophy of the victory, was sent with the keys of Rome to 
the throne of the emperor Justinian. H 

The first days which coincided with the old Saturnalia, were 
devoted to mutual congratulation and the public joy; and the 
Catholics prepared to celebrate, without a rival, the approaching 
festival of the nativity of Christ. In the familiar conversation 
C'\f a hero, the Romans acquired some notion of the virtues which 
, ..story ascribed to their ancestors; they were edified by the ap­
parent respect of Belisarius for the successor of Ht. Peter, and his 
rigid discipline secured in the midst of war" the blessings of. tran­
quillityand justice. They applauded the rapid success of his 
arms, which overran the adjacent country, as far as Narni, Pe­
l'Usia, and Spoleto; but they trembled, the senate, the clergy, 
..nd the unwarlike people, as soon as they understood that he had 
resolved, _and would speedily be reduced, to sustain a siege 
against the powers of the Gothic monarchy. The designs of Vi­
tiges were executed, during the winter season, with diligence and 
effect. From their rustic habitations, from their distant garri­
gOns, the Goths assembled at Ravenna for ~le defence of their 
country; and such were their numbers, that, after an .army had 
been detached fM the relief of Dalmatia, one hundred and fifty 
~housand fighting men marched under. the royal standard. Ac­
cording to the degrees of rank or merit, the Gothic king distrib­
~ed arms and horses, rich gifts, and liberal promises; he moved 
'llong the ]'laminian way, declined the useless sieges of Perusia 
i$nd Spoleto, respected the impregnable rock of Narni, and ar­
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rived within two miles of Rome at the foot of the ~lilvian bridge. 
The narrow passage was fortified with a tower, and Belisarius had 
computed the value of the twenty days which must be lost in the 
construction of another bridge. But the consternation of the sol­
diers of the tower, who either fied or deserted, disappointed his 
hopes, and betrayed his person into the most imminent danger. 
At the head of one thousand horse, the Roman general sallied 
from the Flaminian gate to mark the ground of an advantageous 
position, and to survey the camp of the barbarians; but while he 
still believed them on the other side of the Tyber, he was sud­
denly encompassed and assaulted by their numerous squadrons. 
1.'he fate of Italy depended on his life; and the deserters pointed 
to the conspicuous horse, a bay,75 with a white face, which he 
rode on that memorable day. "Aim at the bay llOrse," was the 
universal cry. Every bow was bent, every javelin was directed, 
against that fatal object, and the command was repeated and 
obeyed by thousands who were ignorant of its real motive. The 
bolder barharians advanced to the more honorable combat of 
swords and spears ; and the l)raise of an enemy has graced the 
fun of Visandus, the fltandard-bearer,76 who maintained his fore-'· 
most station till he was pierced with thirteen wounds, perhaps by 
the hand of Belisarius himself. The Roman general was strong, 
.~ctive, and dexterous; on every side he discharged his weighty 
and mortal strokes: his faithful guards imitated llis valor, and 
defended his person; and the Goths, after tllC loss of a thousand 
men; fled before the arms of a hero. They were rashly pursued 
to their camp; and the Romans, oppressed by Dlultitudes, made 
a gradual, and at length a precipitate retreat to the gates of the 
city: the gates were shut against the fugitives; and the public 
terror was increased, by the report that Belisarius was slain. His 
countenance was indeed disfigu"rea. by sweat, dust, and blood; 
his voice was hoarse, his strength was almost exhausted; but his 
unconquerable spirit still remained; he imparted that spirit to his 
desponding companions; and theit' last desperate charge was felt 
by the flying barbarians, as if a new army, vigorous and entire, 
had been poured from the city. The Flaminian gate was thrown 
open to a real triumph; but it was not before Belisarius had visit­
ed every post, and provided for the public safety, that he coul(l 
be persuaded, by his wife and friends, to taste the needful refresh­
ments of food and sleep. In the more improved state of the art 
of war, a general is seldom required, or'even permitted, to dis­
play the personal prowess of a soldier; and the example of Beli­
s~rius, may be added to the rare examples of Henry IV., of .P.yr. 
rhus, and ~~ llexander. . 
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After this first and unsuccessful trial of their enemies, the whc.lc 
army of the Goths passed the Tyber, and formed the siege of the 
city, which continued above a year, till their final departure. 
Whatever fancy may conceive, the severe compass of the geogra­
pher defines the circumference of Rome within a line of twelve 
miles and three hundred and forty-five paces; and that circum­
ference, except in the Vatican, has invariably been the same from 
the triumph of Aurelian to the peaceful but obscure reign of the 
modern popes. 17 But in the day of her greatness, the. space within 
her walls was crowded with habitations and inhabitants; and the 
populous suburbs, that stretched along the public roads, were 
darted like so many rays from one common centre. Adversity 
swept away these extraneous ornaments, and left naked and deso­
late a considerable part even of the seven hills. Yet Rome in its 
present state, could.~end into the field about thirty thousand 
males of a military age j 78 and, notwithstanding the want of dis­
cipline and exercise, the far gre3.ter part, inured to the hardships 
of poverty, might bi; capable of bearing arm~ for the defence of 
their country and religion. The prudence of Belisarius did not 

..neglect this important resource. His soldiers were relieved by 
the zeal and diligence of the people, who watched while they 
slept, and labored while tltey reposed: he accepted the voluntary 
service of the bravest and most indigent of the Roman youth j 

and the companies of townsmen sometimes represented, in a va­
cant post, the presence of the troops which had been drawn away 
to more essential duties. But his just confidence was plac~d in 
the veterans who had fought under his banner in the Persian and 
African wars; and although that gallant band was reduced to 
flv/' thousand men, he undertook, with such contemptible num~ 
t>ers, to defend a circle of twelve miles, against an army of one 
hundred and fifty thousand barbarians. In the walls of Rome, 
which Belisarius constructed or restored, the materials of ancient 
architecture may be di'lcerned j 79 and the whole fortification was 
completed, except in a chasm still extant between the Pincian 
and Flaminian gates, which the prejudices of the Goths and Ro, 
mans left under the effectual guard of St. Peter the apostle. 80 

The battlements or bastions were shaped in sharp angles; a 
ditch, broad and deep, protected the foot of the rampart, and the 
archers on the rampart were assisted by military engines; the 
batista, a powerful cross-bow, which darted short but massy ar 
l'OWS j the onagri, or wild asses, which, on the principle of a sling, 
threw stones and bullets of an enormous size. 81 A chain was 
drawn across the Tyber ; the arches of the aqueducts were made 
impery~ous, alld ·the IJl9le oE-s~pulchre of Hadrian 8~ was con­
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verte<t," for the first time, to the uses of a citadel. That venerable 
structure, which contained the ashes of the Antonines, was a cir~ 
cular turret rieing from a quadrangular basis: it was covered with 
the white marble of Paros, and decorated by the statues of gods 
and heroes j and the lover of the arts must read with a sigh that 
the works of Praxiteles or Lysippy.s wcre torn from their lofty 
pedestals, and hurled into the ditch on the heads of the besiegers"!-:r 
To each of his lieutenants Belisarius assigned the defence of a 
gate, with the wise and peremptory instruction, that, whatever 
might be the alarm, they should steadily adhere to their respective 
posts, and trust their general for the safety of Rome. The for­
midable host of the Goths was insufficient to embrace the ample 
measure of the city j of the fourteen gates, seven only were in­
vested from the Prrenestine to the Flaminian way j and Vitiges 
divided Jlis troops into six camps, each of which was fortified with 
a ditch and rampart. On the Tuscan side of the river, a seventh 
encaml>ment was formed-in the field or circus of the Vatican, for 
the important purpose of commanding the 1\rilvian bridge and the 
~o\Irse of the 'ryber j but they approached with devotion the ad­
Jacent church of St. Peter j and the threshold of the holy apos­
tles was respected during the siege by a Christian enemy. In the 
ages of victory, as often as the senate decreed some distant con­
quest, the consul denounced llOstilitics, by unbardng, in solemn 
pomp, the gates of.the temple of Janus. 84 Domestic war now 
rendered the admonition superfluous, and the ceremony was super­
seded by the establishment of a new religion. But the brazen 
temple of Janus was left standing in the forum j of a size suf­
ficient only to contain the statue of the god: five cubits in height, 
of a human form, hut with two faces} directed to the east and 
west. The double gates were likewise of brass; and fl fruitless 
effort to turn them on their rusty hinges l"evpaled the scandalous 
secret, that some Romans were still attached to the sUIJerstition 
of their ancestors .. 

Eighteen days were employed by the besiegers to provide all 
t~e instruments of attack which antiquity had invented. Fas­
cmes were prepared to fill the ditches, scaling ladders to asecnd 
~he walls. The largest trees of the forest supplied the timbers of 
~()ur battering-rams: their heads WJre armed with iron j they 
Were suspended by ropes, and each of them was worked hy the 
labor of fifty men. The lofty wo den turrets moved on wheels 
or rollers, and formed a spacious platform of the level of the ram­
part. On the morning of the nineteenth day a general attack was 
made from the Prrenestine gate to the Vatican: seven Gothic coJ­
)llnns, with their military engLnes, advanced to the assault j and 
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the Romans, who lined the ramparts, listened with doubt and 
anxiety to the cheerful assurances of their comma.nder. As soon 
a3 the enemy approacheJ the ditch, Belisarius himself drew the 
first arrow; and such was his strength and dexterity, that he 
transfixed the foremost of the barbarian leaders. 

A shout of applause and v,ictory was re-echoed along the wall. 
lIe drew a second arrow, and the stroke was followed with the 
same success and the same acclamation. The RO!llan general 
then gave the word, that the archers should aim at the teams of 
oxen; they were instantly covered with mortal wounds; the 
towers which they drew remained useless and immovable, and a 
single moment disconcerted the Iabodous projects of the king of 
the Goths. After this disappointment, Vitiges still continued, or 
feigned to continue, the assault of the Salarian gate, that he' 
might divert the attention of his adversary, while his principal 
forces more strenuously attacked the Prrenestine gate and the 
sepulchre of Hadrian, at the distance of three miles from each 
other. Near the former, the double walls of the Vlvarimll 85 were 
low or broken; the for.tiJ;ications of the latter were feebly guarded: 
the vigor of the Goths was excited by the hope of victory and 
spoil; and if a single post had given way, the Romans, and Rome 
itself, were irrecoverably lost. This peL'ilous day was the most 
glorious in the life of Belh.arius. Amidst tumult and dismay, the 
whole pla.n of the attack and defence was' distinctly present to 
his mind; he observed the changes of each instant, weighed every 
possible advantage, tranRported his person to the scenes of danger, 
and communicated his l:"'pirit in calm and decisive orders. 'fhe 
contest was fiercely maintained from the morning to the evening j 
the Goths were repulsr.d on all sides; and each Roman might 
boast that he had vanquished thirty barbarians, 'if the'strange dis­
proportion of nUinbers were not counterbalanced by the merit of 
one man. Thirty th('Illsa.nd Goths, according to the confession of 
their OWll chief3, perhhed in this bloody action j and the multi­
tude of the wouna/3d was equal to that of the slain. "When they 
adv~nced to the assu.ult, their close disorder suffered not a javelin 
to fall without effect; and as they retired, the populace of the 
city joined the pursuit, and slaughtered, with impunity, the backs 
of their flying enemies. Belisarills instantly sallied from the 
gates; and while the soldiers chanted his name and victory, the 
hostile engines of war were reduced to ashes. Such was the loss 
and consternation of the Goths, that, from this day, the siege of 
Rome degenerated into a tedious and indolent blockade; and they 
were incessantly harassed by the Roman general, who, in fr~ 
quent skirmishes, destroyed above five thousand of their· bravest 
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troops. Their cavalry was unpractised in the use of the bow; 
their archers .served on foot j and this divided force was incapa­
ble of contending with their adversaries, whose lances and ar­
rows, at a distance or at hand, were alike formidable. The con­
summate skill of Belisarius embraced the favorable opportunities; 
and as he chose the ground and the moment, as he pressed the 
charge, or sounded the retreat,66 the squadrons which he detached 
~ere ~eldom unsucccSEful. These partial advantages diffused an 
Impatient ardor among the soldiers and people, who began to feel 
the hardships of a siege, and to disregard the dangers of a general 
engagement. Each plebeian conceived himself to be a hero, and 
the infantry, who, since the decay of discipline, were rejected from 
the line of battle, aspired to the ancient honors of the Roman 
leg~on. Felisarius praised the spirit of his troops, condemned 
th~Ir pr~sumption, yielded to their clamors, and prepared the rem­
edIes of C\ defeat, the possibility of which he alone had courage to 
suspect. In the quarter of the Vatican-, the Romans prevailed; 
and if the irreparable moments had not been wasted in the pillage 
of the camp, they might have occupied the Milvian bridge, and 
charged in the rear of the Gothic host. On the other side 'of tho 
Tyber, Belisarius advanced from the Pincian and Salarian gates. 
~ut his army, four thousand soldiers, perhaps, was lost in a spa­
C!OUS plain j they were encompassed and oppressed by fresh mul­
tItudes, who continually relieved the broken ranks of the barbari­
ans. The valiant leaders of the infantry were unsldlled to con­
quer; they died: the retreat (a hasty retreat} was covered by the 
prudence of the general, nnd the victors started back with affright 
from tl-!e formidable aspect of an armed rampart.. The reputation 
of Belisal'ius was unsullied by a defeat j and the vain confidence 
of the Goths was not less serviceable to his designs than the repen.. 
tance and modesty of the Roman troops . 
. From the moment that Belisarius had determined to sustain a 

I!leg~, his aSSiduous care provided Rome against the dang~r of 
famme, more dreadful than the Gothic arms. An extraordmary 
SUpply of corn was imported from Sicily: the harvests of Cam­
pallIa and Tuscany were forcibly swept for the use of the city j 
:lnd the rights of private property were infringed by the strong 
J:ll~a of the public safety. It might easily be foreseen that the 
enemy would intercept the aqueducts j and the cessation of the 
water-mills was the 1jrst inconvenience, which was speedily re­
moved by mooring large vessels, and fixing mill-stones in the cur­
rent of the river. The stream was soon embarrassed by the trunks 
of trees, and polluted with dead bodies j yet so effectual were the 
precautions of the Roman general, that the waters of the Tybel" 
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still continued to give motion to the milis and drink to the inhab· 
itants: the more distant quarters were supplied from domestic 
wells; and a besieged city might 8upport, without impatience, 
the privation of her public baths. A large portion of Rome, from 
the Prrenestine gate to the church of St. Paul, was never invested 
by the Goths; their excursions were restrained by the activity of 
the Moorish troops: the navigation of the Tyber, and the Latin, 
Appian, and Ostian ways, were left free and unmolested far the 
introduction of.com and cattle, or the retreat of the inhabitants, 
who sought a refuge in C.1mpania or Sicily. Anxious to relieve 
him'3elf from a useless and devouring multitude, Belisarius issued 
his peremptory orders for the instant departure of the women, the 
chihlt'en, and slaves; required his soldiers to dismiss their male 
ancl fem.tle attendants, and regulated their allowance, that one 
moiety should be given in provisions, and the other in money. His 
foresight was justified by the increase of the public distress; as 
soon as the Goths had occupied two important posts in the neigh­
borhood of- Rome. By the loss of the port, or, as it is now called 
the city of Porto, he was deprived of the country on the right of 
the Tyber, and the best- communication with the sea; and he re­
flected, with grief and. anger, that three hundred men, could he 
have spared such a feeble band, might have defended its impreg­
nable work". Seven miles from the capital, between the Appian 
and. the L:ttin ways, two principal aqueducts crossing, and again 
crossing each other, enclosed within their solid and lofty arches a 
fortified sp:1ce, B~ wHere Vitiges established a camp of seven thou­
sand Goths to intercept the convoy of Sicily and Campania. The 
granaries of Rome were insensibly exhausted, the adjacent country 
had been wasted with fire and sword; such scanty supplies as 
might yet be obtained by hasty cxcursions, were the reward of 
valor and the purchase of wealth: the forage of the horses, and 
the bread of the soldiers, never failed : but in the last months of 
the siege, the people were exposed to the miseries of scarcity, un­
wholesome food, 8~ and contagious disorders. Belisarius saw and 
pitied their suffering",; but he had foreseen, and he ,vatched the 
decay of their loyalty, and the progress of theil' discontent. Ad­
versity htttl awakened the Romans from the dreams of gra\Hleur 
Rml freedom, and taught them the humiliating lesson, that it wttS 
of sm:l.ll mrmnnt to their real happiness, 'whether the nnme of 
their master was derived from the Gothic or the Latin language. 
The lieutenant of Justinian listened to their just complaints, but 
he rejected with dischin the idca of flight or capitulation; 1'c­
pres~ed their clamorous impatience for battle; amused them with 
the prospect of SUl'C anl~ .-;pecdy relief j and secured himseif and 



OF THE ROUAN EMPIRE. 117 

the city from the effects of their despair or treachery. Twice in 
each month he changed the station of the officers to whom the 
custody of the gates was committed; the various precautions of 
patrols, watch-words, Hghts, and music, were repeatedly employed 
tl) discover whatever passed on the ramparts; out-guards were 
p.osted beyond the ditch, and the trusty vigilance of dogs sup­
T)lied the more doubtful fidelity of mankind. A letter was in­
tercepted, which assured the king of the Goths that the Asinarian 
g-ate, adjoining to the Lalemn church, should be secretly opened 
to his troops. On the proof or suspicion of treason, several sena­
tors were banisr4ed, and the pope Sylverius was summoned to at­
tend the representative of his s(}vereign, at his llCad-quurters in 
the Pincian palace. 89 The ecclesiastics, who followed their bishop, 
Were detained in the first or second apartment, DO and he alone was 
admitted to the presence of Belisarius. The conqueror of Home 
and Carthage was modestly seatcd at the feet of Al1tonina, who 
reclined on a stately couch: the general was silent, but'he''voice 
of re11roach and menace issued from the mouth of his imperious 
wife. Accused by credible witnesses, and the evidence of· his 
OWn subscription, the successor of St. Peter was despoiled of his 

'pontifical ornaments, clad in the mean habit of a monk, and em­
barked, without delay, for a distant exile in the East.* At tke 
emperor's command, the clergy of Rome proceeded to the choice 
of a new bishop; and after a solemn invocation of the- Holy 
Ghost, elected the deacon Vigilius, who had purchased the papal 
thrcne by a bribe of two hundred pounds of gold. The profit, 
and consequently the guilt, of this simony, was imputed to Beli­
sarius: but the hero obeyed the orders of his wife; Antonina 
served the passions of the empress; and Theodora lavished her 
treasures in the vain hope of obtaining a pontiff hostile or indif­
ferent to the council of Chalcedon. 91 

. The epistle of Belisarius to the emperor announced his victo~y, 
Ins danger, and his resolution. "According to your commands, 
We have entered the dominions of the Goths, and reduced to your 
obedience Sicily, Campania, and the city of Rome; but the loss of 
fhese conquests will be more disgracefnl than their acquisition was 
glorious. Hitherto we have successfully fought against the mnlti­
tU.des of the barbarians, but their multitudes may finally prevail. 
VIctory is the gift of Providence, but the reputation of kings and 
generals depends on the success or the failure of their designs. 
Permit me to speak with freedom: if you wish that we should 

1 *ale Bean, a., a good Catholic, makes MIC Pope the victim of a dark intrignc. 
or Mabon (p.225), with whom I concur, sums up against him.-M. 
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live, send us subsistence; if you desire that we should conquer, 
send us arms, horses, and men. The Romans have received us as 
friends and deliverers: but in our present distress, they will be 
either betrayed by their confidence, or we shall be oppressed by 
their treachery and hatred. For myself, my life iB consecrated to 
your service: it is yours to reflect whether my death in this situa­
tipn will contribute to the glory ancl prosperity of your reign. " 
Perhaps that reign would have been equally prosperous if the 
peaceful master of the East had abstained from the conquest of 
Africa and Italy: but as Justinian was ambitious' of fame, he 
made some efforts (they were feeble and languid) to support and 
rescue his victorious general. A. re-enforcement of sixteen hundred 
Sclavonians and Huns was led by :Martin and Valerian; and as 
they re"posed during the winter season in the harbors of Greece, the 
strength of the men and horses was not impaired by the fatigues of 
a sea-voyage; and they distinguished thair valor in the first sally 
against Ufe besiegers. About the time of the summer solstice, El1­
thalius landed at Terracina with, large sums of money for the 
payment of the troops: he cautiously proceeded along the Appian 
way, and this convoy enterml Home through the gate Capena, 9~ 
while Belisarius, on the other siue, diverted the attention of the. 
Goths by a vigorous and successful skirmish. These seasonable 
aids, the use and reputation of which were dexterously managed' 
by the Roman general, revived the courage, or at least the hopes, 
of the soldiers and people. The historian Procopius was des.. 
patched with an important eommission to collect the troops and 
provisions which Campania could furnish, or Constantinople had 
sent; and the secretary of. Belisarius was soon followed by 
Antonina herself,9s who boldly traversed the posts of the enemy, 
and returned with the Oriental succors to the relief of her husband 
and the besieged city. A fleet of three thousand Isaurians cast 
anchor in the Bay of Naples, and afterwards at Ostia. About two 
thousand horse, of whom a part were Thracians, landen at Taren­
tum, and after the junction of five .hundred soldiers of Campania... 
and a train of wagons laden with wine and flour, they directen 
their march on the Appian way, from Capua to the neighborhood 
of Rome. The forces that arrived by land and sea were united at 
the mouth of the Tyber. Antonina convened a council of war: 
it was resol ved to surmount, with sails and oars, ths adverse stream 
of the river; and the Goths were apprehensive of disturbing, by 
any rash hostilities, the negotiation to which Bclisarius had craftily 
listened. They credulously believen that they saw no more than 
the vanguard of a fleet and army, which already covered the Ionian 
Sea and the plains of Campania; and the illusion was iupported 
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by tIle haughty langunge of the. Roman general, when he gave 
audience to the ambassadors of Vitiges. After a specious discourse· 
to vindicate the justice of his cause, they declared, that for the 
Bah of peace, they were disposed to renounce the possession of 
Sieily. "The emperor is not less generous," replied his lieuten­
anI" with a uisdainful smile, "in return for a gift which you no 
longer possess: he presents you with an ancient province of the 
empire: he resigns to the Goths the sovereignty of the British 
Island. " Belisarius rejected with equal firmness and contempt 
the offer of a tribute f- but he allowed the Gothic ambassadors to 
seek their, fate from the moutf& of Justinian himself; and con­
sented, with seeming reluctance, to a truce of thlee months, from 
the winter solstice to the equinox of spring. Prudence might not 
safely trust either the oaths or hostages of the-barbarians, but the 
c?nscious superiority of the Roman chief was expressed in the 
dIStribution of hjs troops. As soon as fear or hunger compelled 
the Goths to evacuate Alba, Porto, and Centumcellre, their place 
was instantly supplied; the garrisons of Narni, Spoleto, and Pe­
rusia, were re-enforced, and the seven camps of the besiegers were 
gradually encompassed with the calamities of a siege. The pray­
ers and pilgrimage of Datius, bishop of l\1ilan, weI'e not without 
efI:ct; anu he obtained one thousand Thracians and Isaurians, to 
a,Sslst the revolt of Liguria against her Arian tyrant. At the same 
bme, John the Sanguinary,94 the nephew of Vitali an, was de­
tached with two thousand chosen horse, first to Alba, on the 
Fucine Lake;and afterwards to the frontiers of Picenum, on the 
IIadriatic Sea. " In that prevince, " said Belisarius, "the Goths 
have deposited their families and treasures, without a guard or 
the suspicion of danger. Doubtless they will violate the truce: 
let them feel your presence, before they hear of your motions. 
~pare the ItalianS'; suffer not any fortified places to remain hostile 
In your rear; and faithfully reserve the spoil for an equal and 
COrnIlon partition. It would not be reasonable," he added with a 
laugh, "that whilst we are toiling to the destruction of the drones, 
Our more fortunate brethren should rifle and enjoy the honey." , 

The whole nation of the Ostrogoths had been assembled for the 
~~tack, and was almost entirely consumed in the siege of nome. 

:tny credit be due to an intelligent spectator, one third at 
least of their enormous host was destroyed, in frequent and bloody 
C?~bats under the walls of the city. The bad fame and per­
~lCIOUS qualities of the summer air might already be imputed to 

1e decay of agriculture and population; and the evils of farine 
and pes~ilence were aggravated by their own licentiousness, and­
the unfncndly disposition of the country. While Yitiges struggled 



120 THE DECL[NE AND FALL 

with his fortune, while he IH:sitated between shame and ruin, his 
retreat was hastened by domestic alarms. The king of the Goths 
was informed by trembling messengers, that John the Sanguinary 
spread the devastations of war from the Apennine to the IIauri­
atic; that the rich spoils and innumerable captives of Piceuum 
were lodged in the fortifications of Rimini i and that this forl11i· 
able chief had defeated his uncle, insulted his capital, ana 
seduced, by secret correspondence, the fidelity of his wife, tho 
impE'rious daughter of Amalasonth3.. Yet, before he retired, 
Vitiges made a last effort, either to storl? or to surprise the city. 
A secret passage was discovered in one of the aqueducts; two 
citizens of the Vatican were tempted by bribes to intoxicate t.he 
guards of the Aurelian gate; an attack was meditated on the walls 
beyond the Tyber, in a place which ,vas not fortified with towers; 
and 'the barbarians advanced, with torches ~mJ scaling-ladders, 
to the agsault of the Pincian gate. But every attempt was 
defeated by the intr<>pid vigilance of Bdisarius and his band of 
veterans, who, in the most perilous moments, did not regret the 
absence of their companions; and the Goths, alike destitute of 
hope and subsistence, clamorously urged their departure before 
the truce sho.uld expire, and the Uoman cavalry should again be 
united. One year and nine days after the commencement of the 
siege, an army, so lately strong and triumphant, burnt their tents, 
and tumultously repassed the ~Iilvjan bridge. They repassed not 
with impunity: their thronging multitudes, oppressed in a narrow 
passage, were driven headlong into the Tyber, by their own fears 
and the pursuit of the enemy i and the Roman general, sallying 
fl'om the Pincian gate, inflicted 3. severe and disgraceful wound on 
their retreat. The slow length of a sickly and desponding host 
was heavily dragged along the Flaminian way; from whence the 
barbarians were sometimes compelled to deviate, lest they should 
encounter the hostile garrisons that guarded the high road to 
Rimini and ~avenna. Yet so powerful was this flying army, that 
Vitiges spared ten thousand men for the defence of the cities which 
he was most solicitous to preserve, and detached his nephew 
Uraias, with an adequate force, for the chastisement of rebel­
lious :Milan. At the head of his principal army, he besieged 
Bimini, only thirty-three miles distant from the Gothic capital. 
A feeble rampart, and a shallow ditch, were maintained by the 
skill and valor of J olm the Sanguinary, who shared the danger 
and fatigue of the meanest soldier, and emulated, on a theatre 
less illustrious, the military virtues of his great commander. 'I'he 
towers and buttering-engines of the barbarians were rendered 
useless; their attacks were repulsed j and the tedious blockade, 
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which reduced the garrison to the last extremity of hunger, 
afforded time for the union and march of the Roman forces. A 
tleet, which had surprised Ancona, sailed along the coast of the 
Hadriatic, to the relief of the besieged city. The eunuch Nanes 
landed in Picenum with two thousand Hcruli and five thousand 
~f the bravest troops of the East. The rock of the Apennine 
was forced; tcn thousand veterans moved round the foot of the 
llIountains, under the command of Bclisarius himself; and a Ilew 
army, whose encampment blazed with innumerable lights, appeared 
!o atlvance o,long the Flaminian way. Overwhelmed "'-vith aston­
l~]mlCnt and despair, the Goths abandoned the siege of Bimini, 
tncir tents, their standards, and their leaders, :md Vitiges, ,,:110 
gave or followed the example of flight, neyer halted till he found 
a shelter within the walls and morasses of Ravenna. 

To these wans, and to ...some fortresses destitute of any mutual 
SUpport, the Gothic monarchy was now reduced. 1'he province's 
of Italy had embraced the party of the emperor; and his army, 
gradually recruited to the number of twenty thousand men, must 
have achieved an easy and rapid conquest, if their invincihle 
powers had not been weakened by the discord of the Roman 
chiefs. Before the end of the siege, an act of blooil, ambiguous, 
anci indiscreet, sullied the fair fame of Belisarius. Presid'ius, a 
loyal Italian, as he fied from Ravenna to Rome, was rudely stopped 
by Constantint', the military governor of Spoleto, and despoiled, 
c;"en in a church, of two daggers richly inlaid with gold and pre­
CIOUS stunes. As soon as the public danger had subsided, Presidius 
complained of the loss and injury: his complaint was heard, but 
the order of restitution was disobeyed by the pride and avarice of 
the offender. Exasperated by the delay, Prtsidius boldly arrested 
the general's horse as he passed through the forum; and, with 
the spirit of a citizen, demanded the common benefit of the 
Roman laws. The honor of Belisarius was engaged; he summoned 
a council; claimed the obedience of his subordinate officer; and 
Was provoked, by an insolent reply, to call hastily for the 
presence of his guards. Constantine, viewing their entrance as 
the signal of death, drew his sword, and rushed on the general, 
wh? nimbly eluded the stroke, and was protected by his friends; 
~vh:le the desperate assassin was disarmed, dragged into a neigh­
OOrIng chamber. and executed, or rather murdered, by-the guards, 
a~ the arbitrary command of Belisarius. 96 In this hasty act of 
\JOlcr:cc, the guilt of Constantine was no longer remembered; the 
~lcspr\lr and death of that valiant officer were secretly imputed to 

Ie revenge of Antonina; and each of his colleagues, conscious of 
the same rapine, was apprehensive of the same fate. 'I'he fear OI 
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a common enemy suspended the effects of their envy and discon. 
tent; but in the confidence of approaching victory, they instigated 
a powerful rival to oppose the conqueror of Rome and Africa. 
From the domestic service of the palace, and the administration 
of the private revenue, Narses the eunuch was suddenly exalted 
to the head of an army; and the spirit of a hero, who afterwards 
equalled the merit and glory of Belisarius, served only to perplex 
the opemtions of the Gothic war. To his prudent counsels, the 
relief of Rimin! waS ascribed by the leaders of the discontented 
faction, who exhorted. N,trses to aRSUffie an independent and sep­
arate com!ll'tnd. The epistle of Justinian had indeed enjoined his 
obedience to the general; but the dangerous exception, "as far 
!J,s m:1y be advantageous to the public .service," reserved some 
freedom of jttdgment to the discreet favorite, who had so lately 
departed from the sacred and familiar conversation of his sover­
eign. In the exercise of this doubtful right, the eunuch perpet­
ually dissented from the opinions of Helisarius ; and, after yielding 
with reluctance to the siege of Urbino, he deserted his colleague 
in the night, and marched away to the conquest of the .LEmilian 
province. The fierce and formidahle bands .of the Heruli were 
attached to the person of N~trs3S; 06 ten thousand Romans anel 
confederates were persuaded to march under his banners; every 
malcontent embraced the fair opportunity of revenging his 
private or imaginary wrongs; and the remainin~ troops of Beli­
sarius were divided and dispersed from the" garrisons of Sicily to 
the shores of the Hadriatic. His skill and perseverance overcame 
every obstacle: Urbino was taken, the sieges of Fresnlre, Orvieto, 
and Auximum, were undertaken and vigorously prosecuted; and 
the eunuch Narses was at length recalled to the domestic cares of 
the pala~e. All dissensions were healed, and all opposition was 
subdued. by the temperate authority of the" Roman general, to 
whom his enemies could not refuse their esteem; and-Belisarius 
inculcated the salutary lesson, that the forces of the state should 
compose one body, and be anim!tted by one sou1. But in the in­
terval of discord, the Goths were permitted to breathe; an impor· 
tant season was lost, :M:ilan was destroyed, and the northern prov­
inces of Italy were affiicted by an inundation of the Franks. 

When Justinian first meditated t~te conquest of Italy, he sent 
ambassadors to the kings of the Franks, and adjured them, by the 
common ties of alliance and religion, to join in the holy enterprise 
against the Arians. The Goths, as their wants were more urgent, 
employed a more effectual mode of persuasion, and vainly strove, 
by the gift of lands and money, to purchase the friendship, or at 
leas, the neutrality, of a light and perfidious nation. 91 But the 
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arms of· Belisarius, and the revolt of the Italians, bad no sooner 
shaken the Gothic monarcllY, than Theodebert of Austrasia, the 
most l)owerful and warlike of the- MCl'ovingian kings,.was per­
sunded to succor their distress by an indirect and seasonable aid. 
Without expecting the consent of their sovereign, ten thousand 
llurgundians, his recent subjects, descended from the Alps, and 
joined tIle troops which Vitiges had sent to chastise the revolt of 
Milan. After an obstinate siege, the capital of Liguria ,vas reduced 
by famine; but no capitulation could be obtained, except for the 
safe retreat of the Roman garrison. Datius, the orthodox bishop,. 
Who had seduced his countrymen t9 rebellion 98 and ruin, escaped 
to the luxury and honors of the Byzantine court-; 99 but the clergy, 
perhaps the Arian clergy, were slaughtered at the foot of their 
own altars by the defenders of the Catholic faith. Three hllndred 
thousand males were reported to be slain; 100 the female sex, and 
the more precious spoil, was resigned to the Burgundians; and 
the houses, or at least the walls, of :Milan, were levelled with the 
ground. 'fhe Goths, in their last moments·, were revenged by the 
~lcstl'Uction of a city, second only to Rome in size and opulence, 
1Il the splendor of its buildings, or the number of its inhabitants; 
and Belisarius sympathized alone jn the fate of his descrted and 
devoted friends. Encouraged by this successful inroad, Theode­
bert himself, in the ensuing spring, invaded the plains of Italy 
with an army of one hundred thousand barbarians. IO

! The king. 
and some chosen followers, were mounted on horseback, and 
ar~e<i with lances; the infantry, without bows or spears, were 
satIsfied with a shield, a sword, and a double-edged battle-axe, 
Which, in their hands, became a deadly and unerring weapon. 
Italy trembled at the march of the Franks I; and both the Gothic 
Pri!1ce and the Roman general, alike ignorant of their designs: 
sol.ICited, with hope and terror, the friendship of these dange~'ouf,j 
allies. Till he had secured the passage uf the Po on the brIdge 
of Pavia, the grandson of Clovis dissembled his intentions, whiclt 
he at length declared, by 'assaulting, almost at the same instant, 
the. hostile camps of the Romans and Goths. Instead of uniting 
theIr arms, they fled with equal precipitation; and the fertile, 
though desolate provinces of Liguria and lEmilia, were abandoned 
to a licentious host of barbarians, whose rage was not mitigated by 
a:? thoughts of settlement or conquest. Among the cities which 
t ey ruined, Genoa, not yet constructed of marble, is··particuiarly 
enum.erated j and the deaths of thousands, according to the regular 
practIce of war, appear to have excited less horror than some 
Id.ola~rous sacrifices of women and children, which were performed 
WIth Impunity in the camp of the most Christian king. If it were 
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not a melancholy truth, that the first and most cruel sufferings 
must be the lot of the innocent and helpless, history might exult 
in the misery of the conquerors, who, in the midst of riches, were 
left destitute of bread or wil1e; reduced to d"rink the waters of the 
Po, and to feed on the flesh of distempered cattle. Tlie dysentery 
swept away one third of their army; and the clamors of his sub­
jects, who were impatient to pass the, Alps disllOsec1 Thcodebcrt 
to listen wjth respect to the mill exhortations of Belisarius. The 
memory of this inglorious and destructive warfare was perpetuated 
on the medals of Gaul, and Justinian, without unsheathing his 
sword, assumed the ti~le of conqueror of the Franks. Tl1e Mero­
vingian prince Wj1S offended by the vanity of the emperor; he 
affected to pity the fallen fortunes of the Goths; and his insidious 
offer of a froderal union was fortified by the promise or menace of 
descending from the Alps at the head of five hundred thousand 
men. His plans of conquest were boundless, and perhaps chi­
merical. The king of Austrasia threatened to chastise Justinian; 
and to march to the gates of Constantinople: 102 he was overthrown 
and slain lO~ by a wild bull,I04 as he hunted in the Belgic or German 
forests. 

As soon as Belisarius was delivered from his forejgn and domestic 
enemies, he seriously applied his forces to the final reduction of 
Italy. In the siege of Osimo, the general WaS nearly transp~crccu 
with an arrow, if the mortal stroke had not been intercepted by 
one of his guards, who lost, in that pious office, the use of his 
hand. 'fhe Goths of Osimo,* four 1,housand warriors, with thoso 
of Fresulm and the Cottian Alps, were among the last who main­
tained their independence; and their gallant resistance, which 
almost tired the pationce, deserved the esteem of the conqueror. 
His prudence refused to subscribe the "safe conduct which they 
asked, to join their brethren of Ravenna. j but thoy saved, by an 
honorable capitUlation, one moiety at least of their wealth, with 

. the free alternative of retiring peaceably to their estates, or entist 
ing to serve the emperor in his Persian wars. The multitude'" 
which yet adhered to the standard of Vitiges far surpassed the 
number of the Roman troops; but neither prayers, nor defiance, 
nor the extreme danger of his most faithful subjects, could tempt 
the Gothic king beyond the fortifications of Ravenna. These 
fortifications were, indeed, impregnable to the assaults of art or 
violence; and when Belisarius invested the capital he was soon 
convinced that famine only could tame the stubborn spirit of the 
barbarians. The sea, the land, and the channels of the Po, werd 

• Auximum, p.122.-M. 
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gam-dea by the vigilance of the Roman general; and his morality 
extended the rights of war to the practice of poisoning the 
waters, lO~ and secretly firing the granaries 106 of a besieged city.107 
While he pressed the blockade of Ravenna, he was surprised by 
the arrival of two ambassadors from Constantinople, with a treaty 
of peace, which Justinian had imprudently signed, without 
dcigrring to consult the author of his victory. By this disgraceful 
and precarious agreement, Italy and the Gothic treasure were 
tlivided, and the provinces ~ey~)lld the Po were left with the regal. 
title to the succes:;or of Theodoric. The ambassadors were eager 
to accomplish their -salutary commission; the captive Vitiges 
accepted, with transport, the unexpected offer of a crown; honor 
was less prevalent among the Goths, than the want and appetite 
of food; and the Roman chiefs, who murmured at the continuance 
of the war, profess~d implicit su1>mission to the commands of tile 
emperor. IfBelisarius had possessed only the courage of a soldier, 
the laurel would· have been snatched from his hand by timid and 
envious counsels; but in this decisive mowent, he rcasolved, with 
the magnanimity of a statesman, to sustain alone the danger and 
merit of generous (1isobedience. Each of his officers gave a written 
opinion, that the siege of Ravenna was impracticable and hopcles,s : 
the general then rejected the treaty of partition, and declared his 
own resolution of leading Vitiges in chains to the feet of Justinian. 
The Goths retired with doubt and dismay: this peremptory refusal 
deprived them of the only signp.ture which they could trust, and 
filled their minds with a just apprehension, that a sagacious enemy 
]lad discovered the full extent of their deplorable state. They 
compared the ft'.me and fortune of Belisarius with the weakness of 
their ill-fated king; and the comparison suggested an extraordina­
ry project, to which Vitiges, with apparent resignation, was com­
l)~lled to acquiesce. Partition would ruin the strength, exile would 
dIs~race the honer, of the nation; but they offered their arms, 
theIr treasures, and the fortifications of Ravenna, if Belisarius, 
'\Veuld disclaim the authority of a master, accept the choice of the 
OO,ths, and assume, as he had deserved, the kingdom uf Italy. If­
th: false lustre of a diadem could have tempted the loyalty of a 
f:nthful subject, his prudence must have foreseen the inconstancy 
of the barbarians, and his rational ambition would prefer the safe 
and ~onorablc station of a Roman general. Even the patience and 
~eeming satisfaction with which he entertained a proposal of 
reas?n, might be susceptible of a malignant interpretation. But 

the lIeutenant of Justinian was conscious of his own rectitude; he 
entered into a dark and crookl3d path, as it might lead to the 
Voluntary submission of the Goths; and his dextCl )US policy. 
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persuaded them that he was disposed to comply with their wishes, 
without engaging an oath or a promise for the perfnrmance of a 
treaty which he ~cretly abhorred. The day of the surrender of 
Ravenna was stipulated by the Gothic ambassadors: a fleet, laden 
with provisions, sailed as a welcome guest into the deepest recess 
of the harbor: the gates were opened to the fancied king of Italy i 
and Belisarius, without meeting an enemy, triumphantly marched 
through the streets of an impregnable city. lOS The Romans were 
astonished by their success; the multitudes of tall and robust 
barbarians were confounded by the image of their own patience j 
and the masculine females, spitting in the faces of their SOIlS and 
husbands, most bitterly reproached them for betraying their 
dominion and freedom to these pygmies of the south, contemptible 
in their numbers, diminutive in~their" stature. Before the Goths 
could l'ecover from the first surprise, and claim the accomplish­
ment of their doubtful hopes, the victor established his power in 
Havenna, beyond the 9,anger of repentance and revolt. 

Vitiges; who perhap3 had nttempted to escape, was honorably 
guarded in his p:llace; IJJ the flower of the Gothic youth was 
selected for the service of the emperor; the remainder of the peo­
,Pte was dismissed to their peaceful habitations in the southern 
l)rovinces~; and a colony of Itfllians ~as ~nvited to replenish the 
depopulated city. The submission of the capital was imitated in 
the towns and villages of Italy, which had not been subdued, or 
even visited, by the Romans; and the independent Goths, who 
remained in arm3 at Pavia and Verona, were ambitious only to be­
come the subjects of Belisarius. But his inflexible loyalty r~· 
jected, except as the substitute of Justinian, their oaths of alleg1• 

ance; and he was not offended by the reproach of their deputies, 
that he rather chose to be a slave than a king. . 

After the second victory of Belisarius, envy again whispered, 
Justinian listened, and the hero was recalled. " The remnant of 
the Gothic war was no longer worthy of his presence: a graciouS 
sovereign was impatient to reward his services, and to consult hig 
wisdom j and h'3 alone was capable of defending the East against 
the innumerable armies of Persia." Belisarius understood the 
suspicion, accepted the excuse, embarked at Ravenna his spoilr 
and trophies; and proved, by his J'eady obedience, that sueh an ab-­
rupt removal from the government of Italy was not less unjust than 
it might have been indiscreet. The emperor received with honora­
ble courtesy both Vitiges and Ilis more noble consort; and as the 
king of the Goths conformed to the Athanasian faith, he obtained, 
with a rich inheritance of land in Asia, the rank of senator and 

'patrician.11I> Every spectator admired, without peril, the strengtb 
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and stature of the YQung barbarians: they adored the majesty of 
the throne, and promised to shed their blood in the service of their 
benefactor. Justinian deposited in --the Byzantine palace the 
treasures of the Gothic monarchy. A flattering senate was some­
times admitted to gaze on the magnificent spectacle; but it was 
enviously secluded from the public view: and the conqueror of 
Italy renounced, without a murmur, perhaps without a gigli, the 
well-earned honors of a second triumph. His glory was indeed 
exalted above all ~xternal pomp; and the faint and hollow praises 
of the court were supplied, even in a servile age, by the respect 
and admiration of his country. 'Vhenever he appeared in the 
streets and public places of Constantinople, Belisarius attracted 
and satbfi~d the eyes of the people. His lofty stature and majes­
tic countenance fulfilled their expectations of a hero; the meanest 
of his fello~-citizens were emboldened by llis gentle and gracious 
demeanor; and the martial train which attended his footsteps left 
his person more accessible than in a day of battle. Seven thou­
~and horsemen, ma.tchless for beauty and valor, were maintainci 
lU the service, and at the private expense, of the gencral. l1l 'Iheir 
prowess was always conspicuous in single combats, or in the fore­
most ranks; and both partic"s confessed, that in the siege of Rome, 
the guards of Bclisarius had alono vanquished the barbarian host. 
Their numbers were continually augmented by.the bravest and 
most faithful of tho' enemy; and his fortunate captiv'es, the Van­
dals, the Moors, and the Goths, emulated tho attachment of his 
domestic followers. By the union of liberality and justice, he ac­
quired the love of the soldiers, without alienating the affections 
o~ the people. The sick and wounded were relieved with medi­
?llles and money; and still more efficaciously, by the healing vis­
Its and smiles of their commander. The loss of a weapon or a 
horse was instantly repaired, and each d~ed of valor was rewarded 
by the rich and honorable gifts of a bracelet or a collar, which 
Were rendered more precious by the judgment of Belisarius. He 
Was endeared to the husbandmen by the peace and plenty which 
~h~y enjoyed under the shadow of his standard. Instead of being 
lll]ured, the country was enriched by the march of the Roman 
armies ;' and such was the rigid discipline of their camp, that not 
~r! apple was gathered from the tree, not. a path could be traced 
1ll the fields of corn. Belisarius was chaste and sober. In the 
!icense of a military life, none could boast that they had seen him 
lntoxieated with wine: the most beautiful captives of Gothic or 
Vandal race were offered to his embraces; but he turned aside 
from theil- charms, and the husband of Antonina was never sus­
pected of violating the laws of conjugal fidelity. The spectator 

R.E. iii.-S . 
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and historian of his exploits has observed, that amidst the perils 
of war, he was dilring without rashness, prudent without fear, 
slow or rapid according to the exigencies of the moment j that in 
the deepest distres3 he wag animated by real or apparent hope, 
but that he was modest and humble in the most prosperous for­
tune.- By these virtues, he equalled or excelled the ancient mas­
ters of the military art. Victory, by sea and land, attended bis 
arms. He subtItled Africa, Italy, and the adja<!ent islands j led 
away captives the successors of Genseric and Theodoric; filled 
Constantinople with the sp:>ih of their palaces; and in the space 
of six yeat's recovere.i half the provinces of the Western empire. 
In his fame and m3rit, in wealth and power, he remained without 
a rival, the first of the Rum'ln subjects j the voice of envy could 
only mlgnify hi:; dangerous importance; and the emperor might 
applaud hi3 own discerning spirit, which had discovered and 

-raised the gcniu; of Bclis:triu3. 
It was the custom of the R.)m'1n triumphs, that a slave shoul(l 

be placed behinrl the chariot to remind the conqueror of the in­
stability of fortune, and the infirmities of human nature. Proco­
pius, in his Anecdotes, has assum3d. that servile and ungrateful 
office. The generous reader may cast away the libel, but the e,vi­
dence of facts will adhere to his m2m::>ry j and he will reluctantly 
confess, that the fame, and even the virtue, of Belisarius, werc 
polluted by the lust and cruelty of his wife j and that the hero 
deserved an appella.tion which m ly not drop from the pen of the 
decent historian. The mother of Antonina 112 was a theatrical 
prostitute, and both her father and grandfather exercised, at. 
Thessalonica and Constantinople, the vile, though lucrative, pro~ 
fession of charioteers. In the various situations of their fortunc 
she became the companion, the enemy, the servant, and the favor­
ite of the empress Theodora.: these loose and ambitious females 
had been connected by similar pleasures; they were separated by 
the je!11ousy of vice, and at length reconciled by the partnership 
of guilt. Before her m.lrriage with Belisarius, Anton,ina had one 
husb:md and In-my lovers: Photius, the son of her former ·nup­
tials, wa.s of an age to distinguish himself at the siege of Naples; 
and it waS not till the autumn of her age and beauty lI3 that she 
indulged a scandalous attachment to a Thracian youth. Theodo­
sins had been educated in the Eunomian heresy; the African voy­
age wa.s consecrated- by the baptism and auspicious name of the 
first soldier who embarked j and ~the l)foselyte was adopted jnto 
the family of his spiritual parents,114 Belisarius and Antoninu. 
Before they touch~d the shores of Africa, this holy kindred de~ 
generated into sensual love : and as Antonina soon overleaped the 
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bounds of modesty and caution, the Roman general wag alone 
ignorant of his own dishonor. During their residence at Car~ 
thage, lLe surprised the two lovers in a subterraneous chamber, 
solitary, warm, and almost naked. Anger flashed from his eyes. 
H With the help of this young man," said the unblushing Anto­
nina, "I was secreting our most precious effects from the knowl­
edge of Justinian." The youth resumed his garments, and the 
pious husband consented to disbelieve the evidence of his own 
senses. From this pleasing and perhaps voluntary delusion, Beli­
sarius was awakened at Syracuse, by the officious information of 
Macedonia; and that female attendant, after requiring an oath 
for her security, produced two . chamberlains, who, like herself, 
hun often beheld the adulteries of Anton ina. A hasty flight into 
Asia saved Theodosius from the justice of an injured 11U&band. 
Who had signified to one of his guards the order of his death; but 
the tears of Antonina, and her artful seductions, assured the cred­
ulous hero of her innocence: and he stooped, against his faith 
and judgment, to abandon those imprudent friends, who had pre­
sumed to accuse or doubt the chastity of his wife. The revenge 
of a guilty woman is implacable and bloody: the unfortunate 
1tI~cedonia, with the two witnesses, were secretly arrested by the 
mmi~ter of her crudty; their tongues were cut out, their bodies 
Were hacked into small pieces, and their remains were cast into 
t~e Sea of Syracuse. A rash though judicious saying of Constan­
tlne, "I .would sooner have punished the adulteress than the 
boy," was deeply remembered by Antonina; and two years after­
wards, when despair had armed that officer against his general, 
her ~anguinary advice decided and hastened his execution. Even 
the Indignation of Photius was not forgiven by his mother; the 
exile of her son prepared the recall of ber lover; and Theodosh;s 
condescended to accept the prpssing and humble invitation of the 
con<l.ueror of Italy. In the absolute direction of his household, 
~nd III the important cOIDnlissions of peace and war, m the favor­
Ite youth most rapidly acquired a fortune of four hundred thou­
sand pounds sterling; and after their return to Constantinople, 
~le passion of Antonina, at least, continued ardent and unabated. 
~t fear, devotion, and lassitude perhaps, inspired Theodosius 

Wlt~ more serious thoughts. He dreaded the busy scandal of the 
capItal, and the indiscreet fondness of the wife of Belisarius; 
hscaped from her embraces, .and retiring to Ephesus, shaved his 

ead, . and took refuge in the sanctuary of a monastic life. Th~ 
~cspaIr of the new Ariadne could scarcely have been excused by 

Ie death of her husband. She wept, she tore her hair, she filled­
the palace with her cries i "she had lost the dearest of friends, a 
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tender, a faithful, a laborious friend I" But her warm tJlluesties, 
~ortified by the prayers of Belisarius, were insufficient to draw 
the holy monk from the solitude of Ephesus .. It was not till·the 
general moved forward for the Persian war, that Theodosius could 
be tempted to return to Constantinople; and the short interval 
before the departure of Antonina herself was boldly devoted to 
hove and pleasure. 

A philosopher may pity and forgive the infirmities of female 
nature, from which he receives no real injury: but (;ontemptible 
is the husband who feels, and yet endures, his own infamy in that 
of his wife. Al1tonina pursued her son with implacable hatred j 
llnd the gallant Photius 116 was exposed· to her secret persecutions 
in the camp beyond the Tigris. Enraged by his own wrongs, and 
by the dishonor of his blood, he cast away in his turn the senti­
ments of nature, and revealed to Belisarius the turpitude of a 
woman who had violated all the duties of a mother and a wife. 
From the surprise and indignation of the Roman general, his for­
mer credlliity appears to have been sincere: he embraced the 
knees of the son of Antonina, adjured him to remember his obli­
gations rather than his birth, and confirmed at the altar their holy 
vows of reven~e and mutual defence. The dominion of Antonins 
was impaired oy absence; and when she met her husband, on his 
return from the Persian confines, Belisarius, in his first and tran­
sient emotions, confined her person, and threatened her life. 
Photius was more resolved to punish, and less prompt to pardon; 
he flew to Ephesus; extorted from a trusty eunuch of his mother 
the full conf{'ssion of her guilt; arrested Theodosius and his 
treasures in the church of St. John the Apostle, and concealed his 
captives, whose execution was only delayed, in a secure and 
sequestered fortress of Cilicia. Such a -daring outrage against 
public justice could not pasg with impunity; and the cause of 
Antonina was espoused by the empress, whose favor she had de­
served by the recent services of the disgrace of a prrefect, and the 
exile and murder of a pope. At the end of the campaign, Belisa­
rius was recalled; he complied, as usual, with the Imperial man­
date. His mind was not prepared for rebellion: his obedience, 
however adverse to the dictates of honor, was consonant to the 
wishes of his heart j and when he embraced his wife, at the com­
mand, and perhaps in the presence, of the empress, the tender 
husband was disposed to forgive or to be forgiven. The bounty 
of Theodora reserved for her companion a more precious favor. 
H I have fOtmd," she said, "my dearest patrician, a pearl of in­
estimable value; it has not yet been viewed by any mortal eye; 
but the sight and the possession of this jewel are destined for roy 
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friend." * As soon as the curiosity,and impatience of Antonina 
were kindled, the door of a bed-chamber was thrown open,- and 
she beheld her lover, whom the diligence of the eunuchs had dis­
covered in his secret prison. Her silent wonder burst into pas· 
sionate exclamations of gratitude and joy, and she named Theo­
dora her queen, her benefactress, and her savior. The monk of 
Ephesus was nourished in the palace with luxury and ambition ; 
but instead of assuming, as he was promised, the command of the 
Roman armies, Theodosius expired in the first fatigues of an am­
orous interview. t The grief of Antonina could only be assuaged 
by the sufferings of her son. A youth of consular rank, and a 
sickly constitution, was punished, without a trial, like a malefac~ 
tor and a slave: yet such was the constancy of his mind, that 
Photius sustained the tortures of tbe scourge'and the rack,t with. 
out violating the faith which he had sworn to Belisarius. After 
this fruitless cruelty, the son of Antonina, while his mother 
feasted with the empress, was buried in her subterraneous pris~ 
ons, which admitted not the dist.inction of night and day. He 
t.wice escaped to the most venerable sanctuaries of Constantinople, 
t1~e churches of St. Sophia and of the Virgin: but his tyrants 
were insensible of religion as of pity; and the helpless youth, 
amidst the clamors of the clergy and people, was twice dragged 
from the altar to the dungeon. His third attempt was more suc­
cessful. At the end of three years, the prophet Zachariah, or 
some mortal friend, indicated the means of un escape: he eluded 
the spies and guards of the empress, reached the holy sepulchre 
of Jerusalem, embraced the profession of a monk; and the 
abbot Photiu8 was employed, after the death of Justinian, to 
reconcile and regulate the chure-hes of Egypt. The son of Anto­
!lin a suffered all that an enemy can inflict: her patient husband 
unposed on himself the more exquisite misery of violating hii 
promise and deserting his friend. 

In the succeeding campaign, Belisarius was again sent against 

• Thie, and much of the private scandal In the" Anecdota," II!! liable to eerious 
dOUbt. Who reported all these private conversations, and how did they reach the 
ears of Procopills ?-ll, , 

t 'I'his is a strange misrepresentation-he died of a dysentery' nor does it ap­
pear that it was immediately after this scene. Antonius Pl'opoS'eJ. to raise him to 
~hc ~en~rnlship of the army-uAi\u Tt5 npoTepi;aal1a OtK7] vout,J UAOVTa ova£vrep­
Ins t::~ avOqtJ - t.JV airrov utpavl,et. Procop. Aneed. p. 14. The sudden change 

from the abstemious diet of a monk to the lUXUry of tbe conrt is a much more 

probable cause of his death.-M. 

'II ; The expr~ssion of Procopius does not appear to me to mean this kind of torture : 


WTlfIV d~ aiKlufLo~S T£ uAi.ot, GVOpa1TOQrJot::Ut 1T£pt{JaMvua, /Cal ~avcua /Cora 
T£ rt.:ill vUpt.Jv (leg. tJpt.Jv) /Cat TOU vlolrov 1roAAClc. lbid.-M. 



132 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the Persians: he saved the East, but 11e offended Theodora, and 
perhaps the emperor himself. The malady of Justinian bad 
countenanced the rumor of bis death; and the Roman general, on 
the supposition of that probable event, spoke the free language of 
a citizen and a soldier. His colleague Buzes, who concurred in 
the same sentiments, lost his rank, his liberty, and his health, by 
the persecution of the empress: put the disgrace of Belisarius was 
alleviated by the dignity of his own character, and the influence 
of his wife, who might wish to humble, but could not desire to 
ruin, the partner of her fortunes. Even his removal was colored 
by the assurance, that the sjnking state of Italy would be re~ 
trieved by the single presence of its conqueror. But no sooner 
had he returned, alone and defenceless, than a hostile commission 
was sent to the East, to seize his treasures and Cl'jminate his ac­
tions; the guards and veterans, who followed his private banner, 
were distributed among the chiefs of tbe army, and even the 
eunuchs presumed to cast lots for the partition of his martial do­
mestics. When he passed, with a small and sordid retinue 
through the streets of Constantinople, his forlorn appearance ex­
cited the amazement and compassion of the people. Justinian 
and Theodora received him wlth cold ingratitude; the servile 
crowd, with insolence and contempt; and in the evening he re­
tired with trembling steps to his deserted palace. An indisposi­
tion, feigned or real, had confined Antonina to her apartment; 
and she walked disdainfully silent in the adjacent portico, while 
Belisarius threw himself on his bed;' and expected, in an agony of 
grief and terror, the death which he had so often braved under 
the walls of Rome. Long after sunset a messenger was announced 
from the empress: he opened, with anxious curiosity, the letter 
which contained the sentence of his fate. "You cannot be igno­
l'ant how much you have deserved my displeasure. I am not in· 
sensible of the services of kntonina.. To her merits and interces· 
sion I have grantea you~ life, and permit you to retain a part of 
your treasures, which might be justly forfeited to the state. Let 
your gratitude, where -it is due, be displayed, not in words, but 
in your future behavior." I know not how to believe or to relate 
the transports with which the hero is said to have received this 
ignominious pardon. lIe fell prostrate before his wife, he kissed 
the feet of his savior, and he devoutly promised to live the grate-­
ful and submissive slave of Antonina. A fine of one hundred and 
twenty 'thousand pounds sterling was levied on the fortunes of 
Belisarius; and with the office of count, or master of the royal 
stables, he accepted the conduct of the Italian war. At hili! de-­
parture -from Constantinople, his friends, and even the public, 
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were persuaded, that as soon as he regained his freedom, he would 
renounce his dissimulation, and that his wife, Theodora, and per­
haps the emperor himself, would be sacrificed to the just revenge 
of a viTtuous rebel. Their hopes were deceived; and the uncon­
querable patience and loyalty of Belisarius appear either below or 
above the character of a MAN. 111 

CHAPTER XLII. 

STATE OF THE BARBARIC WORLD.-:-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE LOM­
BARDS ON THE DANUBE.-TRIBES AND INROADS OF THE SLAVO­
NIANS.-ORIGIN, EMPIRE, AND El-IBASSIES OF THE TURKS.-THE 
I<'LlGHT OF THE AVARS.-CHOSROES I. OR NUSHIRVAN, KING OF 
PERSIA.-HIS PROSPEROUS REIGN AND WARS WITH THE Ro­
MANS.-THE COLCTIIAN OR LAZIC WAR.-THE )ETHIOPIANS• 

• OUR estimate.of personal merit is relative to the common facul· 
~les of mankind. 'I'he aspiring efforts of genius, or virtue, either 
III active or speculative life, are measured, not so much by their 
real elevation, as by the height to which they ascend above the 
level of their age or country; and the same stature, which in a 
people of giants would pass unnoticed, must al)pear conspicuous 
~n a race of pygmies. Leonidas, and his three hundred compan-­
Ions, devoted their lives at Thermopylre; but the education of 
the infant, the boy, and the man, had· prepared, and almost in­
sured, this memorable sacrifice j and each Spartan would approve, 
rather than admire, an act of duty, of which himself and eight 
thousand of his fellow-citizens were equally capable. 1 The great 
Pompey might inscribe on his trophil.,s, that he had defeated in 
battle two millions of enemies, and reduced fifteen hundred cities 
from the Lake :Mreotis to the Red Sea : ~ but the fortune of Rome 
flew before his eagles j the nations were oppressed by their own 
fcars, and the invincible legions which he commanded, had been 
fO:med by the habits of conquest und the discipline of ages.' In 
tIns view, the character of Belisarius may be deservedly placed 
~bove the heroes of the ancient republics. His imperfections 

owed from the contagion of the times; his virtues were his own, 
the free gift of nature or reflection j he raised himself without a 
~aster or a rival; and so inadequate were the arms committed to 
Ins hund, that his sole advantage was derived from the pride and 
presumption of -his adversaries. Under his command, the SUJ>4 

http:estimate.of
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jects of Justinian often deserved to be called Romans: bvt the 
unwarlike appellation of Greeks was impo~ed as a term of re­
proach by the haughty Goths; who affected to blush, that the:y 
must dispute the kingdom of Italy with a nation of tragedians, 
pantomimes, and pirates. 3 ~'he climate of Asia has indeed been 
found less congenial than that of Europe to military spirit: those 
populous countries were enervated by luxury, despotism, and su­
perstition j and the monks were more expensive and more numcr­
ous~tlIan the soldiers of the East. The regular force of the ern­
pire had once amounted to six hundred and forty-five thousand 
men: it was reduced, in the time of Justinian, to one hundl'ed 
and fifty thousand; and this number, large as it may seem, was 
thinly scattered over the sea and land j in Spain and Italy, in 
Africa and Egypt, on the banks of the Danube, the coast of the 
Euxine, and the frontiers of Persia. The citizen was exhausted, 
yet the soldier was unpaid; his poverty was mischievously 
soothed by the privilege of rapine and indolence; and the tardy 
payments were detained and intercepted by the fraud of those 
agents who usurp, without courage or danger, the emoluments of 
war. Public and private distre~s recruited the armies of the 
state; but in the field, and still more in the presence' of the enemy, 
their numbers were _always defective. The want of national spirit 
was supplied by the precarious faith and disorderly service of bar· 
barian mercenaries. Even military honor, which has often sur· 
vived the loss of virtue and freedom, was almost totally extinct. 
The generals, who were multliplied beyond the example of former 
times, labored only to prevent the success, or to suUy the reputa­
tion of their colleagues; and they had been taught by experience, 
that if merit' sometimes provoked the jealousy, error, or even 
guilt, would obtain the indulgence, of a gracious emperor. In 
such an age, the triumphs of Belisarius, and afterwards of Narses, 
shine with incomparable lustre ; but they are encompassed with 
the darkest shades of disgrace and calamity. While the lieuten­
ant of Justinian subdued the kingdoms of the Goths and Vandals, 
the emperor, r. timid, though ambitious, balanced the forces of the 
barbarians, fomented their divisions by flattery and falsehood, and 
invited by his patience and liberality the repetition of injuries. 0 

The keys of Carthage, Rome, and Ravenna, were presented to 
their conqueror, while Ant.ioch was destroyed by the Persians: 
and Justinian trembled for the safety of Constantinople. 

Even the Gothic victories of Belisarius were prejudicial to the 
state, since they abolished the important barrier of the Upper 
Danube, which had been so faithfully guarded by Theodoric 
and his daughter. For the defence of Italy, the Guths evacu' 
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ated Pannonia and Noricum, whi~ they left in a peaceful and 
flourishing condition:- the sovereignty was claimed by the em­
peror of the Romaus; the actual possession was abandoned to the 
boldness of the first invader. On the opposite banks of the Dan­
ube, the plains of Upper Hungary and the Transylvanian hills 
were possessed, since the death of Attila, by the tribes of the 
Gepidre, who respected the Gothic arms, and despised, not indeed 
the gold of the Romans, but the secret motive of their annual, 
subsidies. The vacant fortifications of the river were instantly 
occupied by these barbarians; their standards were planted on 
the walls of Sil'mium and Belgrade; -and the ironical tone of their 
apology aggravated this insult on the majesty of the empire. 
"So extensive, 0 Cresar, are your dominions, so numerous are 
your cities, that you are continually seeking for nations to whom, 
either in peace or war, you may relinquish these useless posses­
sions. The Gepidre are your brave and faithful allies; and if 
they have anticipated your _...gifts, they have shown a just confi­
dence in your bounty." Their presumption was excused by the 
mode of revenge which Justinian embraced. Instead of asserting 
the rights of a sovereign for the protection of his subjects, the em­
peror invited a strange people to invade and possess the Roman 
provinces between the Danube and the A!ps; and the ambition of 
the Gepidre was checked by the rising power and fame of the 
LO)!BARDS. 1 This corrupt appellation has been diffused in the 
thirteenth century by the merchants and bankers, the Italian pos­
terityof these savage warriors: but the original name of Lango­
bard8 is expressive only of the peculiar length and fashion of their 
beards. I am not disposed either to question or to justify their 
Scandinavian origin; 8 nor to pursue the migrations of the Lom­
bards through unknown regions and marvellous adventures. 
About the time of Augustus and Trajan, a ray of historic light 
breaks on the darkness of their antiquities, and they are discov­
ered, for the first time, between the Elbe and the Oder. Fierce, 
beyond the example' of the Germans, they delighted to propagate 
the tremendous belief, that their heads were formed like the 
heads of dogs, and that they drank the blood of their enemies, 
whom they vanquished in battle. The smallness of their numbers 
wa~ recruited by the adoption of their bravest slaves; and alone, 
Ul!udst their powerful neighbors, they defended by arms their 
high-spirited independence. In the tempests of the north, which 
overWhelmed so many names and nations, tIlls little bark of the 
Lombards still floated on the surface: they gradually descended 
towards the south and the Danube; and, at the end of four hun.: 
dred years, they again appear with their ancient valor and rc~ 
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nown. Their manners were not less ferocious. The assassination 
of a royal guest was executed in the presence, and by the com· 
mand, of the king:s daughter, who lInd been provoked by some 
words of insult, und disappointed by his diminutive stature; and 
a tribute, the price of blood, was imposed on the Lombards, by 
his brother the king of the Heruli. Adversity revived a'8ense of 
moderation and justice, and the insolence of conquest was chas­
tised by the signal defeat and irreparable dispersion of the Heruli, 
"who were seated in the southern provinces of Poland. 9 The vic­
tories of the Lombards recommended thcm to the friendship of 
the emperors; and at the solicitations of Justinian, they passed 
the Danube, to reduce, according to their treaty, the· cities of 
Noricum and the fortresses of Pannonia. But the spirit of rapine 
soon tempted them beyond these' ample limits; they wandered 
along the conit of the Hadriatic as far as Dyrrachium, and pre­
sumed, with familiar rudeness, to enter the towns and houses of 
their Roman allies, and to seize the captives who had escn-Fed 
from their audacious hands. These acts of hostility, the sallies, 
as it might be pretended, of some loose adventurers, were dis­
owned by the nation, and excused by the emperor; but the arms 
of the Lombards were more seriously enga'ged hy a contest of 
thirty years, which was terminated only by the extirpation of the 
Gepidro. The hostile nations often plea.ded thcir cause before the 
throne of Constantinople; and the crafty Justinian, to whom the 
barbarians were almost equally odious, pronounced a partial and 
ambiguous sentence, and dexterously protracted the war by slow 
and ineffectual succors. Their strength was formidable, sinco 
the Lombards, who sent into the field several my'riads of soldiers, 
stilI claimed, as the weaker side, the protection of the Romans. 
Their spirit was intrepid; yet such is the uncertainty of courage, 
that the two armies were suddenly struck with a panic j they fled 
from each other, and the rival kings remained with their guards in 
the midst of an empty plain. A short truce was obtained; but 
their mutual resentment again kindlea-; and the remembrance of 
their shame I"endered the next encounter more desperate a.d 
bloody. Forty thousand of the barbarians perished in the deci­
sive battle, which broke the power of the Gepidre, transferred the 
fears and wishes of Justinia~, and first displayed the character of 
Alboin, the youthful prince of the Lombards, and the future con· 
queror of Italy.lO 

The wild people who dwelt or wandered in the plains of Rus­
sia, Lithuania, and Puland, might be reduced, in the age of Jus­
tinian, under the twu great families of the BULGARIANS 11 and the 
SCLAVONIANS. According to the Greek writers, the former, who 
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tou;:~hed the Euxine and the Lake Mreotis, derived from the Huns 
their name or descent; and it is needless to renew the simple and 
well-known picture of Tartar manners. They were bold and dex, 
tcrous archers, w 110 drank the milk, and feasted on the flesh, of 
their fleet and indefatigable horses; whose flocks and herds fol­
lowed, or rather guided, the motions of their roving camps; to 
whose inroads no country was remote or impervious, and who 
were practised in flight, though incapable of fear. The lIation 
was divided into two powerful and hostile tribes, who pursued 
each other with fraternal hatred. They eagerly disputed the 
friendship, or rather the gifts, of the emperor; and the distinc­
tion which nature had fixed between the faithful dog and the 
rapacious wolf was applied by an ambassador who received only 
verbal instructions from the mouth of his illiterate prince. 12 The 
Bulgarians, of whatsoever species, were equally attracted by"Ro­
man wealth: they assumed u. vague dominion over the Sclavonian 
name, and their rapid marches could only be Etopped by the Bal­
tic Sea, or the extrema cold and poverty of the north. But the 
same rac~ of Sclavoniuns appears to have maintained, in every age, 
the possession of the same countries. Their numerous tribes, 
however distant or adverse, used one common language (it was 
harsh and irregular), and were known by the resemblance of their 
fO.rm, which deviated from the swarthy Tartar, and approached 
wIthout attaining the lofty stature and fair complexion of the 
German. Four thousand six hundred villages 13 were scattered 
Over the provinces of Russia and Poland, and their huts were 
hastily built of rough timber, in a country deficient both in stone 
and iron. Ereded, or rather concealed, in the depth of forests, 
on the banks of rivers, or the edge of morasses, we may not, per­
haps, without flattery, compare them to the architecture of the 
beaver; which they resembled in a double issue, to the land and 
water; for the escape of the savage inhabitant, an animal less 
cleanly, less diligent, and less social, than that marvellous quadru­
pe~. The fertility of the soil, rather than the labor of the 
natIves, supplied the rustic plenty of the Sclavonians. Their 
she~p and horned cattle. were large ,and numerous, and the fieldsbhlCh they sowed with millet or panic 14 afforded, in the place of 
he~d, a coarse and less nutritive food. The incessant rapine of­

t elr neighbors compelled them to bury this treasure in the 
barth; but on the appearance of a stranger, it was freely impartedtl a people, whose unfavorable character is qualified by the epi­

ets of chaste, patient, and hospitable. As their supreme god, 
they adored an invisible master of the thunder. The rivers and 
the nymphs obtained their subordinate honors, and the popular 
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worship was expressed in vows and sacrifice. The Sclavonians 
disdained to obey a despot, a· prince, or even a magistt:,ate; but 
their experience was too narrow, their passions too headstrong, to 
compose a system of equal law or general defence. Some volun­
tary respect was yielded to age and valor; but each tribe or vil­
lage existed as a separate republic, and all must be persuaded 
where Donc could be compelled. Tiley fought on foot, almost 
naked, and, except an unwieldy shield, without any defensive 
arm )r : their weapons of offence were a bow, a quiver of small 
poisoned arrows, and a long rope, which they dexterously threw 
from a distance, and entangled their enemy in a running noose. 
In the field, the ScIavonian infantry was dangerous by their speed, 
agility, and hardiness; they swam, they dived, they remained 
under water, drawing their breath through a hollow cane; and a 
river or lake was often the scene of their unsuspected ambuscade. 
Dut these were the achievements of spies or stragglers; the mili­
tary art was unknown to the Sclavonians; their name was ob­
scure, and their conquests were inglorious. Hi 

I have marked the faint and general outline of the Sclavonians 
and Bulgarians, without attempting to define their intermediate 
boundaries, which were not accurately known or respected by thc 
barbarianij themselves. Their importance was measured by their 
vicinity to the empire; and the level country of .1\ioldavia and 
Walachia was occupied by the Antes,18 a Sclavonian tribe, which 
swelled the titles of Justinian with an epithet of conquest. l1 

Against the Antes he erected the fortifications of the Lower Dan­
ube j and labored to secure the alliance of a people seated in the 
direct channel of northern inundation, an in!.I:rval of two hundred 
miles between the mountains of Transylvania and the Euxine Sp,a. 
But the Antes wanted power and inclination to stem the fury of 
the torrent; and the light-armed Sclavonians, from a hundred 
tribes, pursued with almost equal speed the footsteps of the Bul­
garian horse. . The payment of one piece of gold for each soldier 
procured a safe and easy retreat through the country of the Gepi­
dre, who commanded the passage of the Upper Danube. ls The 
hopes or fears of tl1e barbarians ; the~r intestine union or discord; 
tae accident of a frozen or shallow stream; the prospect of har­
vest or vintage; the prosperity or distress of the Romans; were 
the causes which produced the uniform repetition of annual·vis­
its,ll1 tedious in the narrative, and destructive in the event. The 
'same year, and possibly the same month, in which Ravenna sur­
rendered, was marked by an invasion of the TIuns or Bulgarians, 
so dreadful, that it almost effaced the memory of their past in-· 
roads. ~hey spread from the suburbs of Oonstantinoplo to thcJ 
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Ionian Gulf, destroyed thirty-two cities or castles, erased Potidrea, 
which Athens had built, and Philip had besieged, and repassed 
the Danube, dragging at their horses' heels one hundred and 
twenty thousand of the subjects,of Justinian. In a subsequent 
inroad they pierced the wall of the Thracian Chersonesus, extir-­
pated the habitations jlnd the inhabitants, boldly traversed the 
Helles!Jont, and returned to their companions, laden with the 
spoils of Asia. Another party, which seemed a multitude in tho 
eyes of the Romans, penetrated, without opposition, from the 
Straits of Thermopylre to the Isthmus of Corinth; and the last 
ruin of Grecce has appeared an object too minute for the attention 
of history. The works which the emperor raised for the protec­
tion, but at the expense of his subjects, served only to disclose 
the weakness of some neglected part; and the walls, which by 
flattery had been deemed impregnable, were either deserted by 
the garrison, or scaled by the barbarians. Three thousand Sclavo­
nians, who insolently divided themselves into two bands, discov­
ered the weakness and misery of a triumphant reign. They 
passed the Danube and the Bebrus, vanquished thi Roman gen­
erals who dared to oppose their progress, and plundered, with im­
punity, the cities of lllyricum and Thrace, each of which had 
arms and numbers to overwhelm their contemptible assailants. 
Whatever praise the boldness of the Sclavonians may deserve, it 
is sullied by the wanton and deliberate cruelty which they are ac­
cused of exercising on their prisoners. Without distinction of 
rank, or age, or sex, the captives were impaled or flayed alive, or 
suspended between four post'S, and beaten with clubs till they ex­
pired, or enclosed in some spacious building, and left to perish in 
the flames with the spoil and cattle w hieh might impede the 
march of these savage victors. 20 Perhaps a more impartial narra­
tive would reduce the number, and qualify the nature, of these 
horrid acts; and they might sometimes be excused by the cruel 
laws of retaliation. In the siege of Topirus, III whose obstinate 
defence h~d enraged the Sclavonians. they massacred fifteen tllOU­
sand males; but they spared the women and children; the most 
valuable captives were always reserved for labor or ransom; the 
servitude was not rigorous, and the terms of their deliverance 
Were speedy and moderate. But the subject, or the historian of 
JUstinian, exhaled his just indignation in the language of com­
plaint and reproach; and Procopins has confidently a1firmed, that 
In a reign of thirty-two years, each anmUtl inroad of the barbarians 
Consumed two hundred thousand of the inhabitant.s of the Roman 
empire. The entire popUlation of Turkish Europe, which nearly 
corresponds with the provinces of J ustiniao, would perhaps be in­
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capable of supplying six millions of persons, the result of this in. 
credible estimate. U 

In the midst of these obscure calamities, Europe felt the shock 
of a revolution, which first revealed to the world the name and 
nation of the TURKS.* Like Romulus, the founder t of that mar­
tial people was suckled by a she-wolf, wh.o afterwards. made hj~ 
the father of a numerous progeny; and the representatIOn of that 
animal in the banners of the Turks preserved the memory; 0" 
rather suggested the idea, of a fable, which was invented, with­
out any mutual intercourse, by the shepherds of Latium and those 
of Scythia. At the equal distance of two thousand miles from the 
Caspian, the Icy, the Chinese, and the Bengal Seas, a ridge of 
mountains is conspicuous, the centre, and perhaps the summit, of 
Asia; which, in the language of different nations, has been styled 
Imaus, and Caf,:n and Altai, and the Golden Mountains,t and the 
Girdle of the Earth. The sides of the hills were productive of 
minerals; and the iron forges,:a for the purpose of war, were ex­
erci8ed by the Turks, the most despised portion of the slaves of 
the great khan of the Geougen. But their servitude could only 
last till a leader, bold and eloquent, should arise to persuade his 
countrymen, that the same arms which they forged for their mas­
ters, might become, in their own hands, the instruments of free­
dom and victory. They sallied from the mountain; 2& a sceptre 
was the, reward of his advice; and the annual ceremony, in which 
a piece of iron was heated in the-fire, and a smith's hammer § was 
successively handled by the prince and his nobles, recorded for 
ages the humble profession and rational pride of the Turkish na­
tion. Bertezena,1 their first leader, signalized their valor and his 
own in successful combats against the neighboring tribes; but 
when he presumed to ask in marriage the daughter of the great 

* It mnst be remembered that the name of Turks is extended to a wttole family 
of the Asiatic races, and not confined to the Assena, or Turks of the Altai. -M. 

t Assena (the wolf) was the name oC this chief. Klaproth. Tabl. Hil!t. de l'Asie. 
p.114.-M.

t Altai, i.e., Altun Tagh, the Golden Mounttlin. Von Hammer. Osman Gescbicb­
te, vol. i. p. 2.-M. 

§ The MongOl Temu~n is also. though erroneonely, explained by Rubruquis, a 
smith. SchmIdt, p. 376.-M. 

H There appears the same confu8ion heN. Bertezena(Berte-Scheno) Is claimed as 
the founder of the Mongol race. 'fhe name means the gray lblanhclle) wolf. In fact, 
the same tradition of the origin from a wolf seems common to the :Mongols sDd 
the Turks. The Mongol Berte-ScheDO, of the very curious Mongol History, pub­
lished and translated by M. Schmidt of Petersburg, is brought trom Thibet. ld. 
Schmidt considers this tradition of the Thibet(me descent ot tbe royal race of tbe 
Mongols to be much earlier than their conversion to Lamaism. yet it seems very 
suspicious. See Klaprotb, Tab), de l'Asie, p. 159. The TurkIsh Bertezena is 
called Thou-men by Klaproth, p. 115. In 552, Thou-men took the tItle of Kha-Khao, 
and was called 11 Kban.-lI. 
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khan, the insolent demand of a slave and a mechanic:: was con· 
temptuously rejected. The disgrace was expiated by a more no­
ble alliance with a princess of China; and the decisive battle, 
which almost extirpated the nation of the Geougen, established in 
Tartary ths new and more powerful empire of the Turks.* They 
reigned over the north:· but they confessed the vanity of con­
quest, by their faithful attachment to the mountain of their 
fathers. The royal encampment seldom lost sight of Mount 
Altai, from whence the River Irtish descends to water the rich 
pastures of the Cal mucks, 2G which nourish the largest sheep and 
Qxen in the world. The soil is fruitful, and the climate mild and 
t~mperate: the happy reg~on was ignorant of earthquake and pes­
hlence ; the emperor's throne was turned towards the East, and 
a golden wolf on the top of a spear seemed to guard the entrance 
of his tent. One of the successors of Bertezena was tempted by 
the luxury and superstition of China; but his design of building 
cities and temples was defeated by the simple wisdom of a barba­
rian counsellor. " The Turks," he said, "are not equal in num­
ber to one hundredth part of the inhabitants of China. If we 
balance their power, and elude their armies, it is because we 
wander without any fixed habitations, in ele exercise of war and 
hunting. Are we strong? we advance and conquer: are we fce­
ble? we retire and are concealed. Should the Turks confine 
themsclves within the walls of cities, the loss of a battle would be 
the destruction of their empire. The bonzes preach only patience, 
humility, and the renunciation of the world. Such, 0 king 1 is 
not the religion of heroes." They entertained, with less reluc­
tance, the doctrines of Zoroaster; but the greatest part of the 
nation acquiesced, without inquiry, in the opinions, or rather in 
the practice, of their ancestors. The honors of sacrifice were re­
served for the supreme deity; they acknowledged, in rude hymns, 
their obligations to the air, the fire, the water, and the earth; and 
their priests derived some profit from the art of divination. Their 
unwritten laws were rigorous and impartial: theft was punished by 
a tenfold restitution; adultery, treason, and murder, with death; 
and no chastisement could be inflicted too severe for the rare and 
inexpiable guilt of cowardice. As the subject nations marched 
under the standard of the Turks, their cavalry, both men and 
horses, were proudly computed by millions; one of their effective 
armies consisted of four hundred thousand soldiers, and in less 
tr.an fifty years they were connected in peace and war with the 

• Great Bncharia is called Turkistan ; ~e Hammer,2. It includes all the vast 
8tep{!eti at the foot of the Altai. The name is the lIame with that of the Turan of 
PerSlsn poetic lcgend.-M. . 
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ROlll.'l.ns, tIle Persians, and the Chinese. In their northern limits, 
some vestige may be discovered of the form and situation of 
Kamptchatka, of a people of hunters and fishermen, whose sledges 
were drawn by dogs, and whose habitations were buried in the 
earth. The Turks were ignorant of astronomy ; but the observa­
tion taken by some learned Chinese, with a gnomon of eight feet, 
fixes the royal camp in. the latitude of forty-nine degrees, and 
marks their extreme progress within three, or at least ten degrees 
of the polar circle. 27 Among their southern conquests the most 
splendid was that of the Nepthalites, or white fluns, a polite 
and warlike people, who po~sessed the commQrcial cities of B(}o 
chara and Samarcand, who had vanquished the Persian monarch, 
and carried their victorious arms along the banks, and perhaps to 
the mouth of the Indus. On the side of the \Yest, the Turkish 
cavalry advanced to the Lake Moootis. They passed that lake on 
the ice. The khan who dwelt at the foot of lIount Altai issued 
his commands for the siege of Bosphoms,28 a city the voluntary 
subject of Rome, and whose princes had formerly been the friends 
of Athens. 29 To the east, the Turks invaded China, as often as 
the vigor of the government was relaxed.: and I am taught to 
read in the histery of the times, that they mowed down their 
patient enemies like hemp or grass; and that the mandarins ap­
plauded the wisdom of an emperor who repulsed these barbarians 
with golden lances. This extent of savage empire compelled the 
Turkish monarch to establish three subordinate princes of his 
own blood, who soon forgot their gratitude and allegiance. The 
conquerors were enervated by luxury, which is always fatal except 
to an industrious people; the policy of China solicited the van­
quishell nations to resume their independence; and'the power of 
the Turks was limited to a period of two hundred years. The 
revival of their name and dominion in the southern countries of 
Asia are the events of a later age ; and the dynasties, which suc­
ceeded to their native realms, may sleep in oblivion; since thei1 
history bears 110 relation to the decline and faU of the Roman em­
pire. 30 

. 

In the rapid career of conquest, the Turks attacked and sub­
dued the nation of the Ogors or Varchonites * on the banks of the 

* The Ogors or Varchonit!'s, from Var, a river (obviously connected with the 
name Avar), IUllst not be confoulldell with the Uigouril, the eastern Turks (v. Ham­
mer, 08manische Geschichte, vol. i. p. 3), who speak a language the parent of the 
more modern Turkish dialects: Compare Klaproth, page 121. They arc the anceS· 
tors of the Ut:ibcck Turks. These Ogors were of the same Finnish race with the 
lIW1S; and the 2O,()I)O families Which fled toward the west, after the Turkish inva· 
f;lon, were of th" f:'llme race with those which remaIned to the east of the Volga.
the true Avars of 'l'heophylact.-:M. 
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River Til, which derived the epithet of Black from its dark water 
or gloomy forests. 31 The khan of the Ogors was slain with three 
hundred thousand of his subjects, ani their bodies were scattered 
over the space of four days' journey: their surviving countrymen 
acknowledged the strength and mercy of the Turks; and a small 
portion, about twenty thousand warriors, preferred exile to servI­
tude. They fullowed the well-known road of the Volga, cher­
ished the error of the nations who confounded them with the 
A v AUS, and spread the terror of that false though famous appella­
tion, which had not, however, saved its lawful proprietors from 
the yoke of the Turks.32 After a long and victorious march, the 
new Avars arrived at the foot of Mount Caucasus, in the country 
of the Alani 33 and Cil'cassians, where they first heard of the 
splendor and weakness of the Roman empire. They humbly re­
quested their confederate, the prince of the Alani, to lead them 
to thi~ source of riches; and their ambassador, with the permis­
sion of the governor of Lazica, was transported by the Euxine Sea 
to Const,mtinop]e. The whole city was poured furth to behold 
'With curiosity and terror the aspect of a strange people: their 
long hair, which hung in tresses down their backs, was gracefully 
bound with ribbons, hut the rest of their habit appeared to imi­
tate the fashion of the Huns. When they were admitted to the 
audience of Ju~tinian, Candish, the first of the ambassadors, ad­
dressed the Roman emperor in these terms: "You see before 
you, 0 mighty prince, the. representatives of the strongest and 
lllOst populous of nations, the inviricible, the irresistible A vars. 
Weare willing tc devote oarsclves to your service: we are able to 
'\Tanquish and destroy all the enemies who now disturb your re­
pose. But we expect, as the price of our alliance, as the reward 
of our valor, TJrecious gifts, annual subsidies, and fruitful posses­
sions." At the time of this embassy, Justinian had reigned 
above thirty, lIe had lived above seventy-five years: his mind, as 
well as his body, was feeble and languid; and the conqueror C?f 
Africa and Italy, careless of the perll).anent interest of his people, 
aspired only to end bis days in the bosom even of. inglorious 
'peace. In a studied oration, he imparted to the senate Ilis resolu­
tion to dissemble the insult, and to purcha8c the friendship of the 
Avars; and the whole senate, like the mandarins of China, ap­
plauded the incomparable wisdom and foresight of their sover­
eign. The instruments of luxury were immediately prepared to 
captivate the barbarians; silken garments, soft and splendid 
beds, and ohains and collars incrusted with gold. The ambassa­
~ors, content with such liberal reception, departed from Constan­
tInople: and Valentin, one of the emperor's guards, was sent with 

http:Turks.32


144 THE DECLINE hND FALL 

a similar character to their camp at the foot of ],fount Caucasus. 
As their destruction or their success must be alike advantageous 
to the empire, he persuaded them to invade the enemies of Rome; 
and they were easily tempted, by gifts and promises, to gratify 
their ruling inclinations. These fugitives, who fled before the 
Turkish arms, passed the Tanais and Borysthenes, and boldly ad­
vanced into the lieart of Poland and Germany, violating the law 
of nations, and abusing the rights of victory. Before ten years 
had elapsed, their camps were seated on the Danube and the 
Elbe, many Bulgarian and Sclavonian names were obliterated from 
the earth, and the remain1er of their tribes are found, as trihuta-. 
ries and vassals, under the standard of the A vars. The chagan, 
the peculiar title of their king, still affected to cultivate the 
friendship of the emperor; and Justinian entertained some 
thoughts of fixing them in Pannonia, to balance the prevailing 
power of the Lombards. But the virtue or treachery of an Avar 
betrayed the secret enmity and ambitious designs of their coun­
trymen; and they loudly complained of the timid, though jealous 
policy, of detaining their ambassadors, and denying the arms 
which they had been allowed to purchase in the capital of tllQ 
empire. s• 

Perhaps the apparent change in the dispositions of the emper­
ors may be ascribed to the embassy which was received from the 
conquerors of the A vars. 310 The immense distance which eluded 
their arms could not extinguish their resentment: the Turkish 
ambassadors pursued the footsteps of the vanquished to the Jaik, 
the Volga, :Mount Caucasus, the Euxine, and Constantinople, and 
at length appeared before the successor of Constantine, to request 
thp.t he would not espouse the cause of rebels and fugitives. 
;:'1...--0 commerce had some share in this remarkable negotiation: 
and the Sogdoites, who were now the tributaries of the Turks, 
embraced the fair occasion of openin~, by the north of the Cas­
pian, a new road for the importation of Chinese silk into the Ro~ 
man empire. The Persian, who preferred the navigation of Cey. 
lon, had stopped the caravans of Bochara and Samarcand: their 
silk was contemptuously burnt: some Turkish ambasSfldors died in 
Persia, with a suspicion of poison; and the great khan permitted 
his faithful vassal Maniach, the prince of the Sogdoites, to pro­
pose, at the Byzantine court, a treaty of alliance against their 
common enemies. Their splendid apparel and rich presents, the 
fruit of Oriental luxury, distinguished l\Ianiach and his colleagues 
from the rude savages of the North: their letters, in the Scythian 
character and language, announced a people who had attained 
the rudiments of science: so they enumerated the conquests~ they 
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offered the friendship and military aid of the Turks; and their 
siucerity was attested by direful imprecations (if they were guilty 
of falsehood) against their own head, and the head of Disabul 
their master. The Greek prince entertained with huspitable re­
gard the ambassadors of a remote and powerful monarch : the 
sight of silk-worms and looms disappointed the hopes of the 
Sogdoites ;' the emperor renounced, or seemed to renounce, the 
fugitive Avars, but he accepted the alliance of the Turks; and 
the ratification of the treaty was carried by a Roman minister to 
the foot of Mount Altai. Under the successors of Justinian, the 
friendship of the two nations was cultivSJ.ted by frequent and cor­
dial intercourse; the most, favored vassals were permitted to imi­
tate the example of the great khan, and one hundred and six 
Turks, who, on various occasions, had visited Constantinople, de­
parted at the same time for their native country. The duration 
and length of the journey from the Byzantine court to Mount 
Altai are not specified: it might have been difficult to ~ark a 
road through the nameless deserts, the mountains, rivers, and 
morasses of Tartary ; but a curious account has been preserved of 
the reception of the Roman ambassadors at the royal camp. After 
they had been purified with fire and incense, according to a rite 
stili practised under the sons of Zingis,* they were introduced to 
the presence of Disabul. In a valley of the Golden Mountain, 
they found the great khan in his tent, seated in a chair with 
Wheels, to which a horse might be occasionally harnessed. As 
soon as they had deliveren their presents, which were received by 
the proper officers, they exposed, in a florid oration, the wishes of 
the Roman emperor. thht victory might attend the arms of the 
Turks, that their reign might be long and prosperous, and that a 
strict alliance, without envy or deceit, migllt forever be main­
tained between the two most powerful nations of the earth. The 
answer of Disabul corresponded with these friendly professions, 
and the ambassadors were seated by his side, at a banquet which 

* This rite is 80 curious, that I have subjoined the description of it: 

Whcn these (the exorcit:'ers. the Shamans) approached zemarthushthey took all 


our baggage and placl'd it in the centre. Then, kindling a fire wit branches of 
frankincense, lowly murmuring certain barbarous words ill the I:<cythian language,
benting on a kind of bell (a gong) and a drum, they passed over the baggage tllC 
Ibeaves of the frankincense, cracklill~ with the fire, and at the same time themselvcs 

ecoming frantic, and violently leapmg about, seemed to exorcbe'the evil spirits.
Baving thns, as they thought. averted all evil, they led Zemal'chus himl>elf through
the fire. Menander, in Niebuhl"s Byzant. Ilist. p. 381. Compare Cllrpllli's Travels. 
The princes of the race of Zingis Khan condl'scended to receive the 11mb:lssadors 
Of. the kin~ of France, at the end of the 13th century, without their submitting to1hls humihnting rite. See OOl-respondence publiShed by Abel ltemusat, Nouv. 
Jem. de l'Acad. de!! Inscrip. vol. vii. On the embassy of ~emarchus, compare
.:l.!aproth, 'l'ableaux de l'Asie, p. 116.-M. 
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lc:l.Sted the greatest part of the day: the tent was surrounded with 
silk hangings, and a Tartar liquor was served on the table, which 
possessed at least the intoxicating qualities of wine. The enter­
tainment of the succeeding day was more sumptuous; the silk 
hangings of the second tent were embroidered in various figures; 
and the royal seat, the cups, and the vases, were of gold. A third 
pavilion was supported by columns of gilt wood; a bed of pure 
and magsy gold was raised on four peacocks of the same metal: 
and beb:'e the entrance of the tent, dishes, basins, and statues of 
solid 811 ....er, and admirable art, were ostentatiously piled in wag­
ons, the monuments of valor rather than of industry. When Dis­
abul led his armies against the frontiers of Persia, his Roman 
allies followed many days the march of the Turkish camp, nor 
were they dismissed till they had. enjoyed their precedency over 
the envoy of the great king, whose loud and intemperate clamors 
interrupted the silence of the royal banquet. The power and am­
bition of Chosroes cemented the union of the Turks and Romans, 
who touched his dommions on either side: but those distant na­
tions, regardless of each other, consulted the dictates of intereit, 
without recollecting the obligations of oaths and treaties. While 
the successor of Disabul celebrated his father's obsequies, he was 
saluted by the ambassadors of the emperor Tiberius, who pro­
posed an invasion of Persia, and sustained, with firmness, the 
angry and perhaps the just reproaches of that haughty barbarian. 
"You see my ten fingers," said j;he great khan, and he applied 
them to his m')uth. "You Romans speak with as many tongues, 
but they are tongues of deceit and perjury. To me you hold one 
language, to my subjects another; and the nations are succes­
sively deluded by your perfidious eloquence. You preci{>itate your 
allies into war and danger, you enjoy their labors, and you neg­
lect your benefactors. Hasten your return, inform your master 
that a Turk is incapable of utter~ng or forgiving falsehood, and 
that he shall speedily meet the punishment which he deserves. 
While he solicits my friendship with flattering and hollow words, 
he is sunk to a confederate of my fugitive Varchonites. If I con­
descend to march against those contemptible slaves, they will 
tremble at the sound of our whips; they will be trampled, like a 
nest of ants, under the feet of my innumerable cavalry. I am not 
ignorant of the road which they have followed to invade your 
empire; nor can I be deceived by the vain pretence, that J\Iount 
Caucasm~ is the impregnable barrier of the Romans. I know the 
course of the Niester, the Danube, and the Hebrus; the most 
warlike nations have yielded to the arms of the Turks; and from 
the rising to the setting sun, the earth is my inheritance." Not· 
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withstantiing this menace, a sense of mutual advantage soon 
renewed the alliance of the Turks and Romans: but the pride of 
the great khan survived his resentment; and when he announced 
an important conquest to his friend the emperor :MaurIce, he 
styled him@elf the master of the seven races, and the lord of tho 
seven climates of the world. 37 

DisputQS have oft('u arisen between -"the sovereigns of Asia, for 
the title of king of the world; while the contest has proved that 
it could not belong to either of the competitors. The kingdom of 
the Turks was bounded by the Oxus or Gihon ; and Touran was 
geparated by that great river from the rival monarchy of Iran, or 
Persia, which in a smaller compasS' contained perhaps a larger 
measure of power and population. The Persians, who alternately 
invaded and repulsed the Turks and the Romans, were still ruled 
hy the house of Bassan, which ascended tne throne three hundred 
years before the accession of Justinian. His contemporary, Caba­
des, or Kobad, had been successful in war against the emperor 
Anastasiu8; but the reign of that prince was distracted by civil 
and religious troubles. A prisoner in the hands of his subjects, 
an exile umong the enemies of Persia, he recovered his liberty by 
prostituting the honor of his wife, and regained his kingdom with 
the dang~rous and mercenary aid of the barbarians, who llad slain 
his father. His nobles were suspicious that Kobad neve.r forgave 
the authors of his expulsion, or even those of his restoration. 
The people was deluded and inflamed by the fanaticism of Maz­
dak,311 who asserted the community of women,39 and the equality 
of mankind, whilst he appropriated the richest lands and most 
beautiful females to the use of his sectaries. The view of these 
disorders, which had been fomented by his laws and example, 40 

imbittered the declining age of the Pcrsiim monarch; and his 
fears were increased by the consciousness of his design to reverse 
the natural and customary order of, succession, in favor of his 
third and most favored son, so famous under the names of Oh08­
foes and Nm;hirvan. To render the youth more illustrious in the 
eyes of, the nations, Kouad was desirous that he should be 
adopted by the emperor Justin: * the hope of pence inclined the 
Byzantine court to accept this singular proposal; and Chosroes 
Inight hsye acquired a specious claim to the inheritance of his 

* st. 111artin questions this adoption: he arg1:e'l its improbability; and supposes
}hn~ Procopim'l, perverting some popular tmditlcu", Of. the remembrance ot some 
nat1ess negotiations which took place at that time, has mistakcli, for a trf'uty of 

adoption, f'ome trenty or guaranty or protection for the pnrpo~e of insnring the 
crown, ufter the denUt of Kobad, to hiR favorite son Chosrocl:!, vol. viii. 1). 32. Yci 
the Greek hi~torinlls seem unanimous as to the propoEal: the }'f'rsians miGht to 
eXpected to l1l:liutaiu silence on such a subject.-lII. 
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Roman parent. But the future mischief was diverted by the ad­
vice of the qUalstor Proclus : a difficulty was started, whether the 
adoption should be performed as a civil or military rite; 41 the 
treaty was abruptly dissolved; and the sense of this indignity 
sunk deep into the mind of 011osroes, who had already advanced 
to the Tigris on his r9ad to Constantinople. His father did not 
long survive the disappointment of his wishes: the testament of 
their deceased sovereign was read in the assembly of the nobles; 
and a powerful faction, prepared for the event, and regardless of 
the priority of age, exalted 011osroes to the throne of Persia. He 
filled that throne during a prosperous period of forty-eight 
years ; 4~ and the JUSTICE of.Nushirvan is celebrated as the theme 
of immortal praise hy the nations of the East. 

But the justice of kings is understood by themselves, and even 
by their subjects, with' an ample indulgence for the gratification 
of passion and interest. The virtue of Ohosroes was that of a 
conqueror, who, in the measures of pea.ce and war, is excited by 
ambition, and restrained by prudence; who confounds the great­
ness with the happiness of a nation, au(l calmly devotes the lives 
of thousands to the fame, or even the amusement, of a single man. 
In his domestic administration, the just Nushirvan would merit in 
our feelings the appellation of a tyrant. His two elder brothers 
had been deprived of their fair expectations of the diauem: tilCir 
future life, between the supreme rank and the condition of ~;ub­
jects, was anxious to themselves and formidable to their master: 
fear as well as revenge might tempt them to rebel; the slightest 
evidence of a codspiracy satisfied the author of their wrongs; 
and the repose of Chosroes was secured by the death of these un­
happy princes, with their families and adherents. One guiltless 
youth was saved and dismissed by the compassion of a veteran 
general; and this act of humanity, which was revealed by his 
son, overbalanced the merit of reducing twelve nations to the 
obedience of Persia. The zeal and prudence of Itlebodes had 
fixed the diadem on the head of Chosroes himself; but he delayed 
to attend the royal summons, till he had performed the duties of 
a military review; he was instantly commanded to repair to the iron 
tripod, which stood before the gate of the palace,43 where it was 
death to relieve or approach the victim; and Mebodes languished 
several days before his sentence was pronounced, by the inflexible 
pride and calm ingratitude of the son of Kobad. But the people, 
more eflpeciaUy in the East, is di~posed to forgive, and even to 
applaud, the cruelty which strikes a.t the loftiest heads j at the 
slaves of ambition, whose voluntary choice has exposed them to 
live in the smiles, and to perish by the frown, of a capricious 
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monarch. In the execution of the laws which he had no tempta­
tion to violate i in the punishment of crimes which attacked his 
own dignity as well as the happiness of individuals i Nushirvan, 
or Chosro('s, deserved the appellation of just. His government 
was firm, rigorous, and impartial. It was the first labor of his 
reign to abolish the dangerous theory of common or equal posses­
sions: the lands and women which the sectaries of Mazdak hud 
usurped were restored to their lawful owners; and the temper
ate * chastisement of the fanatics' or impostors confirmed the do­

r 

mestic rights of society .... Instead of listening with blind confi­
dence to a favorite minister, he established four viziers over the 
four great provinces of his empire, Assyria, Media, Persia, and 
Bactriana. In the choice of judges, prrefects, and counsellors, he 
strove to remove the mask \{-hich is always worn in the presence 
of kings : he wished to substitute the natural order of talents for 
the accidental distinctions of birth and fortune; he professed, in 
specious language, his intention to prefer those ,men who carried 
the poor in their bosoms, and to banish corruption from the scat of 
justice, as dogs were excluded from the temples of the Magi. 
The code of laws of the first Artaxerxes was revived and pub­
lished as the rule of the magistrates; but the assurance of speedy 
punishment was the best security of their virtue. Their behavior 
Was inspected by a thousand eyes, their words were overheard by 
Il. thousand ears, the secret or public agents of the throne; and 
the provinces, from the Indian to the Arabian confines, were en­
lightened by the frequent visits of a sovereign, who affected to 
emUlate his celestial brother in his rapid and salutary cUl;cer. 
Education and agIiculture he viewed as the two objects most de­
serving of his care. In eVlCry city of Persia, orphans, and the 
children of the poor, were maintained and instructed at the pub­
lic expense; the daughters were given in marriage to the richest 
citizens of their own rank, and the sons, according to their differ­
ent talents, were employed in mechanic trades, or promoted to 
more honorable service.' The deserted villages were relieved by 
his bounty; to the peasants and farmers who were found incapa­
~le of cultivating their lands, he distributed cattle, seed, and the 
Instruments of husbandry; and the rare and inestimable treasure 
of fresh water was parsimoniously managed, and skilfully dis­

* This is a strange term. Nnshirvan employed a stratacrcm simllar to that of 
Jeb!t, 2 Kings, x. 18-28, to separate the followets of Muzdak from the rest of h18 
SUbjects, and with a body of his troops tocut them all in pieces. The Greek writers 
TOhncnr with the Persian in this represeutation of Nushirvan's temperate cunduct. 

eopllanes, p. 14ft 1rIirkhond. p. 362. Eutychius, Ann. vol. ii. p. 179. Abulf, da, 
iLll an unedited Rart, consulted by St. Martin, as wcll as in a passage formel"ly cited. 

e Beau, Tot YliL p. 38. Malcolm, vol. 1. p. 109.-)1. 
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persed over the arid territory of Persia. H The prosperity of that 
kingdom was the effect and evidence of his virtues: his vices are 
those of Oriental despotism; but in the long competition be, 
tween Chosroes and Justinian, the advantage both of merit and 
fortune is almost always on the side of the barbarian. 4~ 

To the praise of justice Nushirvan united the reputation of 
knowledge; and the seven Greek philosophers, who visited his 
court, were invited and deceived by the strange assurance, that 8 

disci pIe of Plato was seated on the Persian throne. Did they ex­
pect, that a prince, strenuously exercised in the toils of war and 
government, should agitate, with dexterity like their own, the 
abstruse and profound questions which amused the leisure of the 
schools of Athens 1 Could they hope that the precepts of philoso­
phy should direct the life, and control the passions, of a despot, 
whose infancy had been taught to consider his absolute und fluc­
tuating will as the only rule of moral obligation 146 The studies 
of Chosroes were ostentatious and superficial: but his example 
awakened the curiosity of an ingenious people, and t1}(~ . light 
of science was diffused over the dominions of Persia. 47 At 
Gondi SapoI', in the neighborhood of the royal city of Susa, an 
academy of physic was founded, which insensibly became a lib­
eral school of poetry, philosophy, and rhetoric. 4t1 The annals of 
the monarchy 4~ were composed j and while recent and authentic 
history might afford some useful lessons both to the prince and 
people, the darkness of the first ages was embellished by the 
giants, the dragons, and the fabulous heroes of Oriental romance. 60 

Every learned or confident stranger was enriched by the bounty, 
and flattered by the conversation, of the monarch : he nobly re .. 
warded a Greek physician, ~1 by the deliverance of three thousand 
captives; and the sophists, who contended for his favor, were ex­
asperated by the wealth nnd insolence of Uranius, their more suc­
cessful rival. Nushirvan believed, or at least respected, the relig­
ion of the l\'1agi; and some traces of persecution may be discov­
ered in hi~ reign. ~~ Yet he allowed himself freely to compare the 
tenets of the various sects; and the theological disputes, in which 
llC. frequently presided, diminished the authority of the priest, 
und enlightened the minds of the people. At his command, the 
most celebrated writers of Greece and India were translated into 
the Persian language j n smooth and elegant idiom, recommended 
by l1ahornct to the use of paradise j tllOugh it is branded with the 
epithets of savage and unmusical, by the ignorance and presump­
tion of Agathias. 63 Yet the Greek historian might reasonably 
wonder that it should be found possible to ('xecute an entire ver­
2ion of Plato and Aristotle in a foreign dialect, which had not 

http:Persia.47
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been framed to express the spirit of freedom and the subtilties of 
philosophic disquis~tion. And, if the reason of' the Stagyrite 
might be equally dark, or equally intelligible in every tongue, the 
dramatic art and verbal argumentation of the disciple of Socra­
tes, &4 appear to be indissolubly mingled with the grace and per­
fection of his Attic style. In the search of universal knowledge, 
Nushirvan ·was informed, that the moral and political fables of 
Pilpay, an anc:ent Brachman, were preserved with jealous rever­
ence among ~ he treasures of the kings of India. The physician 
Perozes was eecretly despatched to the banks of the Ganges, with 
instru.ctioJU 0 procure, at any price, the communication of this val­
uable work. His dexterity obtained a transcript, his learned dili­
gence accomplished the translation; and the fables of Pilpay 56 

were read and admired in the assembly of Nushirvan and his no­
bles. 1'he Indian original, and the Persian copy, have long since 
disappeared; but this venerable monument has been saved by the 
curiosity of the Arabian caliphs, revived in the modern Persic, 
the Turkish, the Syriac, the Hebrew, and the Greek idioms, and 
transfused through successive versions into the modern languages 
of Europe. III their, p'resent form, the peculiar character, the 
manners and religion of the Hindoos, are completely obliterated; 
and the intrinsic merit of the fables of Pilpay is far inferior to 
the concise elegance of Phmdrus, and the native graces of La Fon­
taine. Fifteen moral and political sentences are illustrated in a 
series of apologues: but the composition is intricate, the narrative 
prolix, and the precept obvious and barren. Yet the Brachmnn 
may assume the merit of inventing a pleasing fiction, which adorns 
the nakedness of truth, and alleviates, perhaps, to a :royal ear, the 
harshness of instruction~ With a similar design, to admonish 
kings that they arc strong only;n the strength of their subjects, 
the same Indians invented the game of chess, which waG likewise 
introduced into Persia unde.r the reign of Nushirvan. ~6 

The son of Robad found his kingdom involved in a war with 
tho successor of Constantine j and -the anxiety of his domestic 
situation inclined him to grant the sm-:pension of arms, which 
Justinian was impatient to purchase. Chosroes saw the Roman 
ambassaaoTs at his feet. He accepted eleven thousand pounds of 
gold, as the price of an endles8 or indefinite peace j 51 some mutual 
exchanges were regulated j the Persian assumed the guard of the 
gates of Caucasus, and the demolition of Dam was suspended, on 
condition that it should never be made the residence Of the general 
of the East. This interval of repose lInd been solicited, and was 
diligently improved, by.the ambition of the emperor: his African 
conquests were the first fruits of the Persian treaty ; and the 
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avarice of Chosroes was soothed by a large portion of the spoils of 
Carthage, which his ambassadors required in,a tone of pleasantry, 
and uuder the color of friendship, 68 But the trophies of Belisarius 
dIsturbed the slumbers of the great king; and hr heard with 
astonishment, envy, and fear, that Sicily, Italy, and Rome itself, 
had been reduced, in three rapid campaigns, to the obedience of 
Justinian. U npractised in the art of violating treaties,- he secretly 
excited his bold and subtle vassal Almondar. That prince of 
the Saracens, who resided at Hira, {)9 had not been included in the 
general peace, and still waged Ml obscure war against hi!:! rival 
Arethas, the chief' of the tribe of Gassan, and confederate of the 
empire. The subject of their dispute was an extensive sheep-walk 
in the desert to the south of Palmyra. An immemorial tribute for 
the license of pasture appeared to attest the rights of Almondar, 
while the Gassanite appealed to the Latin name of strata, a paved 
road, as an unquestionable evidence of the sovereignty and labors 
of the Romans. 61} Tne two monarchs supported the cause of their 
respective vassals; and the Persian Arab, without expecting the 
event of a slow and doubtful arbitration, enriched his flying camp 
with the spoil and captives of Syria. Instead of repelling the 
al'Ills, Justinian attempted to seduce the fidelity of Almonilar, 
while he called from the extremities of the earth the nations of 
1Ethiopia and Scythia to invade the ilominions of his rival. But the 
aid of such allies was distant and precarious, and the discovery of 
this hostile correspundence justified the complaints of the Goths 
and Armenians, whu implored, almost at the same time, the pro­
tection of Chosroes. The descendants of Arsaces, who were still 
numerous in Armenia, had been provoked to assert the last relics 
of national freedom and hereditary rank; and the ambassadors of 
Vitiges had secretly traversed the empire to expose the instant, 
and almost inevitable, danger of the ldngdom of Italy. Their 
representations were uniform, weighty, and effectual. "We stand 
before your throne, the advocates of your interest as well as of our 
own. The ambitious and faithless Justin~an aspires to be the sole 
master of the world. Since the endless peace, which betrayed the 
common freedom of mankind, that prince, YOllr ally in words, yOUl 
enemy in actions, has alike insulted his friends and foes, and 
has filled the earth with blood and confusion. Has he not violated 
the privileges of Armenia, the independence of Colchos, and the 
wild liberty of the Tzanian mountains ~ Has he not usurped, 
with equal avidity, the city of Bo~phorus on the frozen Mreotis, and 
the vale of palm-trees on the sho:es of the Red Sea ~ The :Moors, 
the Vandals, the Goths, have been sllcqessively oppressed, and 
each nation has calmly remained the spectator of their neighbor's 
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ruin. Embrace, 0 king I the favorablo moment; tho East is left 
without defence, while the armies of Justinian &r.d his renowned 
general are detained in the distant regions of tho 'Vest. If you 
hesitate and delay, Bolisarius and his victorious troops will soon 
l'Cturn from the Tyber to the Tigris, and Persia may enjoy the 
~vrotched c0>1s01ation of being the la&t devoured. "61 By such 
Ilrguments, Uhosroes was easily persuaded to imitate the example 
which he condemned: but the Persian, ambitious of military fame, 
disdained the inactive warfare of a rivnl, who issue(l his sanguinary 
commands fr0m the secure station of the Byzantine palace. 

'Vhatcver migllt be the provocations of Chosro€s, he abused the 
confidence of treaties; and the just reproaches of dissimulation and 
falsehood could only be concealed by the lustre of his victories. 62 

The Persian army, which had teen assembled in the plains of 
Babylon, l)rudently declined the strong cities of Mesopotamia, and 
followed the western bank of the Euphrates, till the small, though 
populous, town of Dura * preeumed to arrest tIle progress of the 
great king. The gates of Dura, by treachery and surprise, were burst 
open; and as soon as Chosroes had stained his cimeter with the 
blood of the inhabitants, he dismissed the ambassador of Justinilln 
to inform his master in what place he had left the enemy of the 
Romans. The conqueror still affected the praise of humanity and 
justice; and as he beheld a noble matron with her infant rudely 
dragged along the ground, he sighed, he wept, and implored the 
divine justice to punish the author of these calamities. Yet the 
herd of twelve thousand captives was ransomed for two hundred 
pounds of gold; the neighhoring bisllop of Sergiopolis pledged 
his faith tor the payment: and in tIle'subsequent yeur the unfeel­
ing avarice of Chosroos exacted the penalty of an obligation which 
it was generous to contract and impossible to discharge. He 
advanced into the heart of Syria; but a feeble enemy, who vanished 
at his approach, disappointed him of the IlOnor of victory; and as 
he could not hope to establish his dominion, the Persian king dis­
played in this inroad the mean and rapacious vices of a robber. 
Hierapolis, Berrhrea or Aleppo, Apamea and Chalcis, were succes­
sively besieged: they redeemed their safety by a ransom of gold 
or silver, proportioned to their respective strength and opulence; 
and thei1' new master enforced, without observing, the terms of 
capitulation. - Educated in the religion of the lIfagi, lIe exercised, 
Without remorse, the' lucrative trade of sacrilege; and, after 
stripping of its gold and gems a piece of the true cross, he 
generously restored the naked relic to the devotion of the Chris­

• It is Sura in ProeopiUi. I. it a misprint in Gibbou f-M. 
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tians of Apamea. N() more than fourteen years had elapsed sinc~ 
Antioch was ruined by an earthquake; t but the queen of the East; 
the new Theopolis, had been raised from the ground by the 
liberality of Justinian; and the increasing greatness of the build­
ings anJ the people already erased the memory of this recent 
disaster. On one side, the city was defended by the mountain, 
.on the other by the River Orontes j but the most accessible part 
was commanded by a superior eminence: the proper remedies 
'were rejected, from the despicable fear of discovering its weakness 
to the enemy j and Germanus, the emperor's nephew, refused to 
trust his person and uignity within the walls of a besieged city. 
The people of Antioch had inherited the vain and satirical genius 
of their ancestors: they were elated by a sudden re-enforcement of 
six: thousand soldiers j they disdained the offers of an easy 
capitulation; and their intemperate clamors insulted from the 
ramparts the .:uajesty of the great king. Under his eye the 
Persian myr~.lds mounted with scaling-ladders to the assault j 
the Roman mercenaries :fled through the opposite gate of Daphne j 
and the generous assistance of the youth of Antioch served only 
to aggravate the miseries of their country. As Ohosroes, attenued 
by the ambassadors of Justinian, was descending from the moun­
tain, he affected, in a plaintive voice, to deplore the obstinacy 
ond ruin of that unhappy people j but the slaughter still raged 
with unrelenting fury j and the city, at the command of a bar­
barian, was delivered to the flames. The cathedral of Antioch 
was indeed preserved by the avarice, not the piety, of the con­
queror; a more honorable exemption was granted to the church 
of St. Julian, and the quarter of the town where the ambassador::! 
resided; some distant streets were save:} by the shifting of the 
wind, and the walls still subsisted to protect, and soon to betray, 
their new inhabitants. Fanaticism had defaced the ornaments of 
Daphne, but Ohosroe8 breathed a purer air amidst her groves and 
fountains; and some idolaters in his train might sacrifice with 
impunity to the nymphs of that elegant retreat. Eighteen miles 
below Antioch, the River Orontes falls into the :Mediterranean. 
The haughty Persian visited the term of his conquests j and, 
after bathing alone in the sea, he offered a solemn sacrifice of 
thanksgiving to the sun, or rather to the Oreator of the sun, 
whom the :Magi adored. If this act of superstition offended 
the prejudices of the Syrians, they were' pleased lJY the _cour­
teous and even eager attention with which he assisted at the 
games of the circus; and as Ohosroes had beard that tbe blu~ 

t Joanncs Lydns altributesthe easy capture of Antioch to the want of fortUica­
tions, which had not been restored siJ1ce the earthquake, 1. iii. c. 54, p. 246.. roM. 
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faction was espoused by the emperor,' his peremptory command 
secured the victory of the green charioteer. From the discipline 
of his camp the people derived more solid consolation; and they 
interceded in vain for the life of a soldier who had too iaithfully 
copied the rapine of the just Nushirvan. At length, fatigued, 
though unsatiated, with the spoil of Syria, * he slowly moved to 
the Euphrates, formed a temporary bridge in the neighborhood of 
Barbalissus, and defined the space of three days for the entire 
passage of Ilis numerous host. After his return, he founded, at 
the distance of one day's journey from tlle palace of Ctesiphon, a 
new city, which perpetuated the joint names of Chosroes and of 
Antioch. The Syrian captives recognized the form and situation 
of their native abodes: baths and a stately circus were constructed 
for their use; and a colony of musicians and charioteers revived 
in Assyria the pleasures of a Greek capital. By the munificence 
of the royal founder, a liberal allowance was assigned to these 
fortunate exiles; and they enjoyed the singular privilege of 
hestowing freedom on the slaves whom they acknowledged as 
their kinsmen. Palestine, and the holy wealth of Jerusalem, were 
the next objects thut attracted the ambition, or rather the avarice, 
qf Chosroes. ConstantinoI>le, and the palace of the Cresars, no 
longer appeared impl'egnable or remote; and his aspiring fancy 
already covered Asia Minor with the troops, and the Black Sea 
with the Ifatiyes, of Persia. 

:.r'hese hopes might llave been realized, if the conqueror of Italy 
hud not been seasonably recalled to the defence of the East. ~3 
While Chosroes pursued his ambitious designs on the coast of the 
Euxine, Belisarius, at the head of an army without payor discipline, 
encamped beyond the Euphrates, within six miles of Nisibis. He 
meditated, 'by a skilful operation, to draw the Persians from tIleir 
impregnable citadel, and improving his advantage in the field, 
either to intercept their retreat, or perhaps to enter the gates with 
the Bying barharians. .He advanced one day's journey on the 
territories of Persia, reauced the fortress of Sisaurnne, and sent 
the governor, with eight hundred chosen horsemen, to serve the 
emperor in his Italian wars. He detached Arethas and his Arabs, 
supported by twelve hundred Romans, to pass the Tigris, and 
to ravage the harvests of Assyria, a fruitful province, long exempt 
from the calamities of war. ·But the plans of Belisarius were 
disconcerted by the untractable spirit of Arctbas, who neither 
returned to the camp, nor sent any intelligence of his motions. 

* LyduB asserts that be carried away all the statues, pictures, and marbles which 
adorned the city, I. iii. c. M, p. 246.-M. 
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The Roman general was fixed in anxious expectation to the same 
spot; the time of action elapsed, the ardent sun of Mesopotamia 
infla~d with fevers the blood of his European soldiers; and the 
stationary troops and officers of Syria affected to tremble for the 
safety of their defenceless cities. Yet this diversion had already 
'succeeded in forcing Chosroes to return with loss and precipita­
tion; and if the skill of Belisarius had been seconded by disci pline 
and valor, his success might have satisfied the sanguine wishes of 
the public, who required at his hands the conquest of Otesiphon, 
and the deliverance of the captives of Antioch. At the end of 
the campaign, he was recalled to Constantinople by an ungrateful 
court, but the dangers of the ensuing spring restored his confidence 
and comm'lnd ; and the hero, almost alone, was despatched, with 
the speed of post-horses, to repel, by his name and presence, the 
invasion of Syria. He found the Roman generals, among whom 
was a nephew- of Justinian, imprisoned by their fears in the 
fortifications of Hierapolis. But instead of listening to their timid 
counsels, Belisarius commanded them to follow him to Europus, 
where he had resolved to collect his forces, and to execute what­
ever GOll should inspire him to achieve against the enemy. Hi~ 
firm attitude on the banks of the Euphrates restrained Chosroes 
from advancing towards Palestine; and he received with art and 
dignity the ambassadors, or rather spies, of the Persian monarch. 
The plain between Hierapolis and the river was covered with the 
squadrons of cavalry, six thousand hunters, tall and -robust, who 
pursued their game without the apprehension of an enemy. On 
the opposite bank the ambassadors descried a thousand Armenilm 
horse, who appeared to guard the passage of the Euphrates. The 
tent of Belisarius was of the coarsest linen, the simple equipage 
of a warrior who disdained the luxury of the East. .Around his 
tent, the nations who marched under his standard were arranged 
with skilful confusion. The Thracians and Illyrians were posted 
in the front, the Herun and Goths in the centre; the prospect 
was closed by the Moors and Vandals, and their loose array seemed 
to multiply their numbers. Their dress was light and active; one 
soldier carried a whip, ~nother a sword, a third a bow, a fourth, 
perhaps, a battle-axe, and the whole picture exhibited the intre­
pidity of the troops and the vigilance of the general. Chosroes 
was deluded by the address, and awed by the genius, of the lieu­
tenant of Justinian. Oonscious of the merit, and ignorant of the 
force, of his antagonist, he dreaded a decisive battle in a distant 
country, from whence not a Persian might return to relate the 
melancholy tale. The great king hastened to repass the Euphrates; 
and Belisarius pressed his retreat, by uffecting to oppose a measure 
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so salutnry to the empire, and which could scarcely have been 
prevented by an army of a hundred thousand men. Envy might 
suggest to ignorance and pride, that the public enemy had been 
suffered to escape: but the African and Gothic triumphs are less 
~lorious than this safe and. bloodless victory, in which neither 
fortune, nor the valor of the soldiers, can subtract any part of tho 
general's renown. The second l"emoval of Belisarius from the 
Persian to the Italian war revealed the extent of his personal 
merit, which had corrected or supplied the want of discipline and 
Courage. Fifteen generals, without concert or skill, led through 
~he mountains of Armenia an army of thirty thousand Romans, 
Inattentive to their signals, their ranks, nnd their ensigns. Four 
thousand Persians, intrenched in the camp of Dubis, vanquished, 
almost without a combat, this disorderly multitude; their useless 
arms were scattered along the road, and their horses sunk under 
the fatigue of their rapid flight. But the Arabs of the Roman 
party prevailed over their brethren; the Armenians returned to 
their allegiance; the cities of Dara and Edessa resisted a sudden 
assault and a regular siege, and the calamities of war were sus­
pended by those of pestilence. A tacit or formal agreement 
between the two sovereigns protected the tranquillity of the 
Eastern frontier, and the .arms of Chosroes were confined to the 
Colchian or Lazic war, which has been .too minutely described 
by the historians of the times. 64 

The extreme length of the Euxine Sea,65 from Constantinople to 
the mouth of the Phasis, may be computed as u voyage of nine 
days, and a measure of seven hundred miles. From the Iberian 
Caucasus, the most lofty and craggy mountains of Asia, that river 
descends with such oblique vehemence, that in a sbort spnce it is 
traversed by one hundred and twenty bridges. Nor "does the 
stream become placid and navigable, till it reaches the town of 
Sarapana, five days' journey from the Cyrus, which flows from the 
Bame hills, but in a contrary direction to the Caspian Lake. The 
proximity of these rivers has suggested the practice, or at least tho 
Idea, of wafting the precious merchandise of India down the Oxus, 
OVer the Caspian, up the Cyrus, and with the current of the 
Phasis into the Euxille and Mediterranean Seas. As it succes­
si~ely collects the streams of the plain of C01chos, the Phasis moves 
'WIth diminished speed, though accumulated weight. At the 
mouth it is sixty fathoni deep, and half a league broad, but a 
small woody island is interposed in the midst of the channel; the 
'Water, so soon as it has deposited an earthy or metallic sediment, 
floats on the surface of the waves, and is no longer susceptible of 
corruption. In a course of one hundred miles, forty of w bich are 
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navigable for large vessels, the Phasis divides the celebrated region 
of Oolchos,66 or Mingrelia,67 which, on three sides, is fortified by 
the Iberian and Armenian mountains, and whose maritime coast 
extends about two hundred miles from the neighborhood of 
Trebizond to Dioscurias and the confines of Oircassia. Both the 
soil and climate are relaxed by excessive moisture: twenty-eight 
rivers, besides the Phasis and his dependent streams, convey their 
waters to the sea; and the hollowness of the ground appears to 
indicate the subterraneous channels between the Euxine and the 
Oaspian. In the fields where wheat or barley is sown, the earth 
is too soft to sustajn the action of the plough; but the gom, a small 
grain, not unlike the millet or coriander seed, supplies the ordinary 
food of the people; and the use of bread is confined to the prince 
and his nobles. Yet the vintage is more plentiful than the harvest; 
and the bulk of the stems, as well as the quality of the wine, dis­
play the unassisted powers of natura. The same powers continually 
tend to overshadow the face of the country with thick forests; 
the timber of the hills, and the flax of the plains, contribute tp 
the abundance of naval stores; the wild and tame animals, the 
horse, the ox, and the hog, are remarkably prolific, and the name 
of the pheasant is expressive of his native habitation on the banks 
of the Phasis. The gold mines to the south of Trebizond, which 
are still worked with sufficient })rofit, were a subject of national 
dispute between Justinian and Ohosroes; and it is not unreason­
able to b~lieve, that a vein of precious metal may be equally dif­
fused th.,.o:mgh the circle of the hills, although these secret treas­
ures aJ"'. ~eglected by the laziness, or concealed by the prudence, 
of t1:.e Aingrelians. The waters, impregnated with particles of 
gold, are carefGi.ly strained through sheep-skins or fleeces; but 
this E:xpedient. the groundwork perhaps of a marvellous fable, 
afIord~ a faint image of the wealth extracted from a virgin earth by 
the power and industry of ancient kings. Their silver palaces and 
golden chambers surpass our belief; but the faP-le of their riches is 
said to have excited the enterprising avarice of the Argonauts. 68 

Tradition has affirmed, with some color of reason, that Egypt 
nlanted on the Phaeis a learned and polite colony,Og which man­
ufactured linen, built navies, and invented geographical mapS. 
The ingenuity of the moderns has peopled, with flourishing cities 
and na~ions, th~ isthmlls ~etween the Euxine and the Oaspian ;.70 

and a. lIvely wnter, observmg the resemblance of climate, and, In 
his appreheDsie-n, of trade~ has not hesitated to pronounce Oolchos 
~he Holland of antiquity. 11 . 

But the riches of Oolchos shine only through the darkness of 
)nlecture or tradition; and its genuine history presents a uniform 
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scene of rudeness and poverty. If one hundred and tbirty 
languages were spoken in the market of Dioseurias,72 they were the 
imperiect idioms of so many savage tribes or families, sequesLered 
from each other in the valleys of Mount CaucaHlltl.; !:!.nd their 
scparation, which diminished the importance, must have multi­
plied the number, of their rustic capitals. In the present state 
of 1YIingrelia, a village is an assemblage of huts within a wooden 
fcnce ; the fortresses are seated in the depths of forests; the 
princely town of Cyta, or Cotatis, consists of two hundred houses, 
and a staDe edifice appertains only to the magnificence of kings. 
Twelve ~hips from Constantinople, and about sixty barks, laden 
with the fruits of industry, annually cast anchor on the const; and 
the list of Colchian exports is much increased, since the natives 
had only s]a,yes and hides to offer in excllange for the corn and 
salt which they purchased from the subjects of Jmtinian. Not a 
vestige can be found of the art, the knowledge, or th.e navigation, 
of the ancient Colchians : few Greeks desired or dared to pursue 
the footsteps of the Argonauts; and even the marks of an 
Egyptian colony are lost on a nearer approach. The rite of 
circumcision is practised only by the Mahometans of the Euxine ; 
and the curled hair and swarthy complexion of Africa no longer 
disfigure the most perfect of the human race. It is in the adjacent 
climates of Georgia, Mingrelia, and Circassia, that nature has 
placed, at least to our eyes, the model of beauty in the shape 
of the limbs, the color of the skin, the symmetry of the features, 
and the expression of the countenance.13 According to the 
destination of the two sexes, the men seemed formed for action, 
the women for love; and the perpetual supply of females from 
"Mount Caucasus has purified the blood, and improved the breed, 
of the southern natiops of Asia. The proper district of Mingrelia, 
a portion only of the ancient Colchos, has long sustained an 
exportation of twelve thousand s1aves. The number of prisoners 
or criminals would be inadequate to the annual demand; but the 
common people are in a state of servitude to their lords; the 
exercise of fraud or rapine is unpunished in a lawless community; 
and the market is continually replenished by the abuse of civil 
and paternal authority. Such a trade, 74 which reduces the human 
species to the level of cattle, may tend to encourage marriage and 
population, since the multitude of children enriches their sordid 
~n(l inhuman parent. But this source of impure wealth must 
Inevitably poison the national manners, obliterate the sense of 
honor and virtue, and almost extinguish the instincts of nature: 
the Ohristians of Georgia and Mingrelia are the most dissolute of 
mankind; and their children, whQz in a tender age, are sold into 

R. E.. iii.-3 

http:countenance.13


160 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

foreign slavery, llave alreany learned to imitate the rapine of the 
father and the prostitution of the mother. Yet, amidst the rudest 
ignorancr, the untaught natives discover a singular dexterity botb 
of mind and hand; and although the want of union and discipHne 
exposes them to their more powerful neighbors, a bold and 
intrepid spirit has animated the Colehians of every age. In the 
host of Xerxes, they served on foot; and their arms were a dagger 
or a javelin, a wooden casque, and a buckler of raw hides. But 
in their own country the use of c~walry has more generally pre­
vailed: the meanest of the peasants disdained to walk; the 
martial nobles fire possessed, perhaps, of two hundred horses; 
and about five thousand are numbered in the train of the prince 
of Mingrelia. The Oolchian government has been always a pure 
and ,hereditary kingdom; and the authority of the sovereign is 
only restrained by the turbulence of his subjects. Whenever thtly 
were obedient, he could lead a numerous army into the field; but 
some faith is requisite to believe, that the single tribe of the Suani­
ans was composed of two hundred thousand soldiers, or that tte 
population of l\lingrelia now amounts to four millions of inhabi­
tants. 7~ It was the boast of the Oolchians, that their ancestors had 
checked the victories of Sesostris; and the defeat of the Egyptian 
is less incredible tlian his successful progress as far as the foot of 
Mount Oaucasus. They sunk without any memorable effort, under 
the arms of Cyrus j followed in distant wars the standard of the 
great king, and presented him every fifth year with one hundred, 
boys; and as many virgins, the fairest produce of the land. 16 Yet 
he accepted this gift like the gold and ebony of India, the frank­
incense of the Arabs, 01' the negroes and ivory of lEthiopia : the 
Oolchians were not subject to the dominion of a satrap, and they 
continued to enjoy the name as well as substance of national 
independence. 71 After the fall of the Persian empire, Mithridates, 
king of Pontus, added Oolchos to the wide circle of his dominions 
on the Euxine j and when the natives presumed to request that 
his son might reign over them, he bound the ambitious youth in 
cnains of gold, and delegated a- servant in his place. In pursuit 
of l1ithridates, the Romans advanced to the banks of the Phasis, 
and their galleys ascended the river till thiY reached the camp of 
Pompey and his legions. 78 But the senate, and afterwards tho 
emperors, disdained to reduce that distant and useless conquest 
into the form of a province. The family of a Greek rhetorician 
was permitted to reign in Oolchos and the adjacent kingdoms 
from the time of Mark Antony to that of Nero j and after the 
race of Polemo 19 was extinct, the eastern Pontus, which preserved 
his namo, extended no farther than the neighborhood of Trcbizond. 
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Beyond these limits the fortifications of Hyssus, of Apsarus, of the 
Phasis, of Dioscurias or Sebastopolis, and of Pityus, were guarded 
by sufficient detachments of horse and foot; and six princes of 
Colchos received their diadems from the lieutenants of Cresar. 
One of these lieutenants, the eloquent and philosophic Arrian, 
surveyed, and has described, the Euxine coast, under the reign of 
Hadrian. Tho garrison which he reviewed at the mouth of the 
Phasis consisted of four hundred chosen legionaries; the brick 
walls and towers, the double ditch, and the military engines on 
the rampart, rendered thif=! place inaccessible to the barbarians: 
but the llew suburbs which had been built by tho merch~nts and 
veterans, required, in the opinion of Arrian, some extOl nal defence. 8o 

As the strength of the empire was gradually impaired, the Roman'i 
stationed on the Phasis were neither withdrawn nor expelled; 
and the tribe of the Lazi, ~l-whose posterity speak a foreign dialect, 
and inhabit the sea-coast of'Irebizond, imposed their name and 
dominion on the ancient kingdom of Cole has. Their independence 
was soon invaded by a formidable neighbor, who had acquired, 
by arms and treaties, the sovereignty' of Iberia. The dependent 
king of Laziea received his sceptro at the hands of the Persian 
monarch, and the successors of Constantino acquiesced in this 
injurious cJaim, which was proudly urged as a right of immemorial 
prescription. In the beginning of the sixth century, their influence 
Was restored by the introduction of Christianity, which the 
Mingrelians still profess with becoming zeal, without understand­
ing the doctrines, or observing the precepts, of their religion. 
After the decease of his father, Zathus was exalted to the regal 
dignity by the favor of the great king; but the pious youth 
abhorred the ceremonies of the !Iagi, and sought, in tho palac~ 
of Constantinople, an ort\lOdox baptism, a noble wife, and the 
alliance of the emperor Justin._ The king of Lazica-was solemnly 
invested with the diadem, and his cloak and tunic of white silk, 
with a gold border, displayed, in rich embroidery, the figure of 
his new patron; wh(> soothed the jealousy of the Persian court, 
and excused the revolt of Colchos, by the venerable names of 
hospitality and religion. The common interest of both empires 
imposed on the Colchians the duty of guarding the passes of 
:Mount Caucasus, ~here a wall of sixty miles is now defended by 
the monthly service of the musketeers of Mingrelia. 82 

But this honorable connection was soon corrupted by the avarico 
and ambition of the Romans. Degraded from the rank of allies, 
the Lazi were incessantly reminded, by words and actions, of 
their dependent state. At the djstance of a dais journey beyond 
the Apsarus, they beheld the rising fortress of Petra,83 which 
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commanded the maritime country to the south of the Phasis. 
Instead of being protected by the valor, Colchos was insulted by 
the licentiousness, of foreign mercenaries; the benefits of commerce 
were converted into base and vexatious monopoly; and Gubazes, 
the native prince, was reduced to a pageant of royalty, by the 
superior influence of the officers of Justinian. Disappointed in 
their expectations of Christian virtue, the indignant Lazi reposed 
some confidence in the justice of an unbeliever. After a private 
assurance that their ambassadors should not he delivered to the 
Romans, they publicly solicited the friendship and aid of C11os­
roes. The sagacious monarch instantly discerned the use and 
importance of Colchos; and meditated a plan of conquest, which 
was renewed at the end of a thousand years by Shah Abbas, the 
witlcst and most powerful of his successors. 84 His ambition was 
fired by the hope of launching a Persian navy from the Phasis, 
of commanding the trade and navigation of the Euxine Sea, of 
desolating the coast of Pontus and Bithynia, of distressing, per­
haps of attacking, Constantinople, and of persuading the bar­
barians of Europe to second his arms and counsels against the 
common enemy of mankind. Under the pretence of a Scythian 
war, he silently led his troops to the frontiers of Iberia j the 
Colcl1ian guides were prepared to conduct them through the 
woods and along the precipices of Mount Caucasus j and a narroW' 
path was laboriously formed into a safe and spacious highway, for 
the march of cavalry, and even of elephants. Gubazes laid bis 
person and diadem at the feet of the king of Persia; his Colchians 
!mitated the submission of their prince; and after the walls of 
Petra -had been shaken, the Roman garrison prevented, by a 
capitulation, the impending fury of the last assault. But the Lazi 
soon discovered, that their impatience- had urged them to choose 
an evil more intolerable than the calamities which they strove to 
escape. The monopoly of salt and corn was effectually removed 
by the loss of those valuable commodities. The authority of a 
Roman legislator was succeeded by the pride of an Oriental'despot, 
",ho behold, with equal disdain, the slaves whom he had exalted, 
and the kings whom he had humbled before the footstool of his 
throne. The adoration of fire was introduced into Colchos by the 
zeal of the lIagi : their intolerant spirit provoked the fervor of a 
Christian people; and the prejudice of nature or education was 
wounded by the impious practice of exposing the dead bodies of 
their parents, on the summit of a lofty tower, to the crows and 
vultures of the air. 86 Conscious of the increasing halTed, which 
retarded the execution of his great designs, the just Nushil'van 
had secretly given orders to assassinate the king of the Lazi, to 
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transplant the people into some distant land, and to .fix a faithfuL 
and warlike colony on the banks of the Phasis. The watchful 
j~alousy of the Colchians fore&'lw and averted the approaching ruin. 
Their repentance was accepted at Constantinople by the prudence, 
rather than the clemency, of Justinian; and he commanded 
Dagisteus, with seven thousand Romans, and one thousand of 
the Zani,* to expel the Persians from the coast of the Enxine. 

The siege of Petra, which the Roman general, with the aid of 
the Lazi, immediately undertook, is one of the most remarkable ac­
tions of the age. The city was seated on a craggy rock, which 
hung over the sea, and communicated by a steep and narrow path 
with the land. Since the approach was difficult, the attack might 
be deemed impossible: the Per'3ian conqueror had strengthened 
the fortifications of Justinian; and the places least inaccessible 
were covered by additional bulwarks. In this important fortress, 
the vigilance of Ohosroes had deposited a magazine of offensive 
and defensive arms, sufficient for five times the number, not only 
of the garrison, but. of the besiegers themselves. The stock of 
flour and salt provisions was adequate to the consumption of five 
years; the want of wine was supplied by vinegar, and of grain 
from whence a strong liquor was extracted; and a tri pIe aqued nct 
eluded the diligence, and even the suspicions, of the enemy. But 
the firmest defence of Petra was placed in the valor of fifteen hun­
dred Persians, who resisted the assaults of the Romans, whilst, in 
n softer vein of earth, a mine was secretly perforated. The wall, 
supported by slender and temporary props, hung tottering in the 
air; hut Dagisteus delayed the attack till he had secured a spe-_ 
cHic recompense; and the town was relieved before the return of 
his messenger from Constantinople. The Persian garrison was 
reduced to four hundred men, of whom no more than fifty were 
exempt from sickness or wounds; yet such had been their inflex­
able perseverance, that'" they concealed their losses from the 
enemy, by enduring, without a murmur, the sight and putrefying 
stench of the dead bodies of their eleven hundred companions. 
After their deliverance, the breaches were hastily stopped with 
sand bags; the mine was replenished with earth; a new wall was 
erected on a frame of substantial timber; and a fresh garrison of 
three thousand men was stationed at Petra to sustain the l:J,bors of 
a second Siege. The operations, both of the attack and defence, 
Were conducted with skilful obstinacy; and each party derived 
?seful lessons from the experience of their past faults. A batter.. 
lng-ram was invented, of light construction and powerful effect: 

,. These seem the !!Ame people called 81l8nians.-M. 
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it was transported and worked by the hands of forty soldiers; 
and as the stones were loosened by its'repeated strokes, they were 
torn with long iron hooks from the wall. - From t.hose walls, a 
shower of darts was incessantly poured on the heads of the assail­
ants; but they were most dangerously annoyed by a fiery compo­
sition of sulphur and bitumen, which in Colchos might with some 
propriety be named the oil of l\Iedea. Of six thousand Romans 
who mounted the scaling-ladders, their general Bessas was the 
first, a gallant veteran of seventy years of age : the courage of 
their leader, his fall, and extreme danger, animated the irresisti­
ble effort of his troops; and their prevailing numbers oppressed 
the strength, without subduing the spirit, of the Persian garrison. 
'I.'he fate of these valiant men deserves to be more distinctly no­
ticed. Seven hundred had perished in the siege, two thousand 
three hundred survived to defend the breach. One thousand and 
seventy were destroyed with fire and sword in the last assault ; 
and if seven hundred and thirty ,vere made prisoners, only eigh­
teen among them were found without the marks of honorable 
wounds. The rema~ning five hundred escaped into the citadel. 
which they maintained without any hopes of relief, rejecting the 
fairest terms of capitUlation and service, till they were lost in the 
flames. They died in obedience to the commands of their prince; 
and such examples of loyalty and valor might excite their coun­
trymen to deeds of equal ~espair and more prosperous event. 
The instant demolition of the works of Petra confessed the aston­
ishment and apprehension of the conqueror. 

A Spartan would have praised and pitied the virtue of these 
heroic slaves; but the tedious warfare and alternate success of 
the Roman and Persian arms cannot detain the attention of pos­
terity at the foot of l\lount Caucasus. The advantages obtained 
by the troops of Justinian were more frequent and splendid; but 
the forces of the great king were continually supplied, till they 
amounted to eight elephants and seventy thousand men, including 
twelve thousand Scythian allies, and above three thousand Dile­
mites, who descended by their free choice from the hills of Byrea­
nia, and were equally formidable\ in close or in distant combat. 
'I.'he siege of Archreopolis, a name imposed or corrupted by the 
Greeks, was raised with some loss and precipitation; but the Per­
sians occupied the passes of Iberia: 001chos was enslaved by their 
forts and garrisons; they devoured the scanty sustenance of the 
people; and the prince of the Lazi fled into the mountains. In 
the Roman camp, faith and discipline were unknown j and the in­
dependent leaders, who were invested with equal power, disputec1 
with each other the pre-eminence of vice and ~orruption. Thct 
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Persians followed, without a murmur, the commands of a single 
chief, who implicitly obeyed the instructions of their supreme lord. 
Their general was distinguished among the heroes of the East by 
his wisdom in council, and his valur in the field. The advanced 
age of Mermeroes, and the lameness of both his feet, could not 
diminish the activity of his mind, or even of his body; and, 
whilst he was carried in a litter in the front of battle, he inspired 
terror to the enemy, and a just confidence to the troops, who, un­
der his banners, were always successful. After his death, the 
command devolved to Nacoragan, a proud satrap, who, in a con­
ference with the Imperial chiefs, had presumed to declare that he 
disposed of victory as absolutely as of the ring on his finger. 
Such presumption was the natural cause and forerunner of 8 

shameful defeat. The Romans had been gradually repulsed ttl 
the edge of the sea-shore; and their last camp, on the ruins of 
the Grecian colony of Phasis, was defended. on all sides by strong 
intrenchments, the river, the Euxine, and a fleet of galJeys. De­
spair united their counsels and invigorated their arms: they with­
stood the assault of the Persians; and the flight of N acoragan 
preceded or followed the slaughter of ten thousand of his bravest 
soidiers. . He escaped from the Romans to fall into the hands of 
an unforgiving master, who severely chastised the error of his 
Own choice: the unfortunate general was flayed alive, and his 
skin, stuffed into the human form, was exposed on a mountain; a 
dreadful warning' to those who might hereafter be intrusted with 
~he fame and fortune of Persia. 86 Yet the prudence of Chosroes 
Insensibly relinquished the prosecution of the Colchian war, in the 
just persuasion, that it ~s impossible to reduce, or, at least, to hold 
a distant country against the wishes and efforts of its inhabitants. 
The fidelity of Gubazes sustained the most ligorous trials. He 
P~tiently endured the hardships of a savage life, and rejected, 
wIth disdain, the specious temptations of the Persian court.* 
TJIe king of the J.Jazi had been educated in the Christian religion; 
hIS mother was the daughter of a senator; during his youth, he 
had served ten years a silentiary of the Byzantine palace,81 and 
the arrears of an unpaid salary were a motive of attachment as 
well as of complaint. But the long continuance of his suffering~ 
extorted from him a naked representation of the truth ; and truth 
wa~ an unpardonable libel on the lieutenants of Justinian, who, 
anudst the delays of a ruinous war, had spared his enemies and 
trampled on his allies. Their malicious information persuaded 

ga.* A~l~')rdin~ to Agllthias', the death of Gubazes preceded the defeat of NaCof4' 
h<l trial teok place after the battle.-ltI. 11 
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the emperor that his faithless vassal already meditated a second 
defection: an order was surprised to send him prisoner to Con­
stantinople; a treacherous clause was inserted, that he might be 
lawfully killed in case of resistance; and Gubazes, without arms, 
01' susp!cion of danger, was stabbed in the security of a friendly 
interview. In the tirst moments of rage and despair, the Colclti­
ans would have sacrificed their country and religion to the gratifi­
cation of revenge. But the authority and eloquence of the wiser 
few obtained a salutary pause: the victory of the Phasis restored 
the terror of the Roman arms, and the emperor was solicitous to 
absolve his own name from the imputation of so foul a murder. 
A judge of senatorial rank was commissioned to inquire into the 
conduct and death of the king of the Lazi. He ascended a 
stately tribunal, encompassed by the ministers of justice and pun­
ishment: in the presence of both nations, this extraordinary 
cause wus pleaded, according to the forms of civil jurisprudence, 
and some satisfaction was granted to an injured people, by the 
sentence and execution of the meaner criminals. 88 

In peace, the king of Persia continually sought the pretences of 
a rupture: hut no sooner had he taken u)) arms, than he expressed 
his desire _of a safe and honorable treaty. During the fiercest 
llOstiJities, the two monarchs entertained a deceitful negotiation i 
and such was the superiority of Chosroes, that whilst he treated 
the Roman ministers with insolence and contempt, he obtained 
the most unprecedeD;ted honors for l1i8 own ambassadors at the 
Imperial court. The successor of Cyrus assumed the majesty of 
the Eastern sun, and graciously permitted hia younger brother 
Justinian to reign over the 'Yest, with the pale and reflected 
splendor of the 1!100n. This gigantiC style was supported -by the 
pomp and eloquence of Isdigune, one of the royal chamberlains. 
His wife and daughters, with a train of eunuchs and camels, at­
tended the march of the ambassador: two satraps with golden 
diadems were numbered among his.followers: he was guarded by 
five hundred horse, the most valiant of the Persians j and the R~ 
man governor of Dara wisely refused to admit more than twenty 
of this martial and hostile caravan. When Isdigune had saluted 
the emperor, and delivered his presents, he passed ten months at 
Constantinople without discussing any serious affairs. Instead of 
being confined to his palace, and receiving food and water from 
the hands of his keepers, the Persian ambassadQr, without spies 
or guards, was allowed to visit tlie capital; and the freedom of 
cOIlversation and trade enjoyed by his domestics, offended the 
llrejudices of an age which rigorously practised the law of nations, 
without confidence or courte::y.89 By an unexampled indulgence, 

http:courte::y.89
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his interpreter, a servant below the notice of a Roman magistrate~ 
was seated, at the table of Justinian, by the side of his master: 
and Ol'le thousand pounds of gold might be assigned for the ex­
pense of his journey and entertainment. Yet the repeated labors 
of Isdigune could procure only a partial and imperfect truce, 
which was always purchased with the treasures, and renewed at 
the solicitation, of the Byzantine court. Many years of fruitless 
desolation elapsed before Justinian and Chosroes were compelled, 
by mutual lassitude, to consult the repose of their declining age. 
At a conference held on the frontier, each party, without expect­
ing to gain credit, displayed the power, the justice, and the 
pacific intentions, of their respective sovereigns; but necessity 
and interest dictateathe treaty of peace, which was concluded 
for a term of fifty years, diligently composed in the Greek and 
Persian languages, and attested by the seals of twelve interpret4 

crs. The liberty of commerce and religion was fixed and defined i 
the allies of the emperor and the great king were included in the 
llama benefits and obligations; and the most scrupulous precau­
tions were provided to 'prevent or determine the accidental dis­
putes that might arise on the confines of two hostile nations. Af­
ter twenty years of destructive though feeble war, the limits still 
l'emaineu without alteration; and Chosroes was persuaded to re­
nounce his dangerous claim to the possession or sovereignty of 
Uolchos and its ftcpendent states. Rich in the accumulated treas­
ures of the East, he extorted from the Romans an annual payment 
of thirty thousand pieces of gold; and the smallness of the sum 
revealed the disgrace of a tribute in its naked deformity. In a 
previous debate, the chariot of Sesostris, and the wheel of for­
tune, were applied by one of the ministers of Justinian, who ob.. 
served that the reduction of Antioch, and some Syrian cih~s, had 
elevated beyond measure the vain and ambitious spirit of the bar­
b~rian. " You are mistaken," replied the modest Persian: "tho 
king of kings, the lord of mankind, looks down with contempt on 
such petty acquisitions ; and of the ten nations, vanquished by his 
lllvincible arms, he esteems the Romans as the least formida­
ble." 90 According to the.Orientals, the empire of Nushirvan ex­
t~ndcd from Ferganah, in Transoxiana, to Yemen, or Arabia Fre­
hx. He subdued the rebels of Hyrcania, reduced the provinces of 
Oabul and Zablestan on the banks of the Indus, broke the power 
of the Euthalites, terminated by an honorable treaty the Turkish 
bar, and admitted the daughter of the great khan into the num­

e! of his lawful wive~. Victorious and respected among tho 
prlllces of Asia, he gave audience, in his palaeo of ~Iadain, or 
Ctcsiphon. to the ambassadors of the worlu. Their gifts or trib.. 
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utes, arms, rich garments, gems, slaves or aromatics, were humbly 
presented at the foot of his throne; and he condescended to ac· 
eept from' the king of India ten quintals of the wood of aloes, a 
maid seven cubits in height, and a carpet softer than silk, the 
skin, as it waa reported, of an extraordinary serpent. 91 

Justinian had been reproached for his alliance with the 1Ethio­
pians, as if he attempted to introduce a people of savage negroes 
into the system of civilized society. But the friends of the Ro­
man empire, the Axumites, or Abyssinians, may be always dis­
tinguished from the original natives of Africa. 9~ The hand of 
nature has flattered the noses of the negroes, covered their headEi 
with shaggy wool, and tinged their skin with inherent and indeli~ 
ble blackness. But the olive complexion of the Ahyssinians, their 
hair, shape, and features, distinctly mark them as a colony of 
Arabs; an 1 this descent is confirmed by the resemblance of lan­
guage and manners, the report of an ancient emigration, and the 
narrow interval between the shores oJ the Red Sea. Christianity 
had raised that nation above the level of African barbarism: 93 

their intercourse with Egypt, and the successors of ()onstnntine, U 

had communicated the rudiments of the arts and sciences; their 
vessels traded to the Isle of Cey lon, 9~ and seven kingdoms obeyed 
the Negus or supreme prince of Abyssinia.. The independence of 
the Homerites,* who reigned in the rich and happy Arabia, was 
first violated by an lEthiopian conqueror: he drew nis hered~ 
itary claim from the queen of Sheba,96 and his ambition was 
sanctified by religious zeal. The Jews, powerful and active in 
exile, had seduced the mind of Dunaan, prince of the Homerites. 
They urged him to retaliate the persecuti~n inflicted by the Im­
periallaws on theirunfortullate brethren: some Roman merchants 
were injuriously treated; and several Christians of Negra 117 were 
honored with the crown of martyrdom. 98 The churches of Arabia 
implored the protection of the Abyssinian monarch. The Negus 
passed the Red Sea with a fleet and army, deprived the Jewish 
proselyte of his kingdom and life, and extinguished a race of 
princes, who had ruled above two thousand years the sequestered 
region of myrrh and frankincense. The conqueror immediately 
announced the victory of the gospel, requested an orthodox patri­
arch, and so warmly professed his friendship to the Roman em­
pire, that Justinian was flattered by the hope of diverting the silk 

* It appears by the important fnscription discovered by 
. 

Mr. Salt at Axourn, and 
from a law or COllstantil18 (16th Jan., 356, insl'rted in the Theodosian Code, I. 12. c. 
12), that in the middle of the fonrth century of ollr era the princes of the AXllmites 
joined to their titles that of king of thl! Homerites. 'l'he conquests which they 
made over the Arab;! in the sixth century WI re only a restoration of the 3ucienj 
order of things. St. Ma.rtin, vol. viii. p. 46.-M. 
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trade through the channel of Abyssinia, and of exciting the forces 
of Arabia against the Persian king. N onnosus, descended from a 
family of ambassaoors, was named. by the emperor to execute this 
important commission. He wisely declined the shorter, but more 
dangerous road, through the sandy deserts of Nubia; a~cendcd 
the Nile, embarked on the Red Sea, and safely landed at the 
African port of Adulis. From Adulis to the royal city of. Axume 
is no more than fifty leagues, in a direct line; but the winding 
passes of the mountains detaiQed the ambassador fifteen days; 
and as he traversed the forests, he, saw, and vaguely computed, 
about five thousand wild elephants.. The capital, according to his 
report, was large and populous; and the village ofAxume is still 
conspicuous by the 'regal coronations, by the ruins of a Christian 
temple, and by sixteen or seventeen obelisks inscribed with Gre­
cian characters. 99 But the Negus * gave audience in the open 
field seated on a lofty chariot, which was drawn by four ele­
phants, superbly caparisoned, and surrounded by his nobles and. 
musicians. He was clad in a linen garment and cap, holding in 
his hand two javelins and a light shield; and, although his 
nakedness was imperfectly covered, he displayed the barbaric 
pomp of gold chains, collars, and bracelets, richly adorned with 
pearls und precious stones. The ambassador of Justinian knelt ; 
the Negus raised llim from the ground, embraced Nonnoslls, 
kissed the seal, perused the letter, accepted the Roman alli­
ance, and brandishing his weapons, denounced implacable war 
against the worshippers of fire. But the proposal of the silk trade 
was eluded; and notwithstanding the assurances, and perhaps 
the wishes, of the Abyssinians, these hostile menaces evaporated 
without effect. 'rhe . Homerites were unwilling to abandon their 
aromatic groves, to explore a sandy ~esert, and to encounter, 
after all their fatigues, a formidable nation from whom they had 
never received any personal injuries. Instead of enlarging his 
conquests, the king of JEthiopia was incapable of defending his 
possessions. Abrahuh,t the slave of a,Roman merchant of Adulis, 
assumed the sceptre of the Homerites; the troops of Africa were 

• The Negus is differently called Elesbaan, Elesboas, Elistbreu6, probably tbe 
same name, or rather appellation. See St. ?lurtin, vol. viii. p, 49.-M. 

t According to the Arabian authorities (JohQllnsen, Bist. Yemanre, p. 9~, Bonn, 
1~~), Abrahah was an AbYl'sillian, the riyal of Ariathus, the brother of the Abys­
fllUlan kiI.!~; he surprised and slew Ariathus, and by his craft appea15ed the resent­
~ent of ~adja"h, the Abyssinian kinO'. Abrahab was a Christian; be built a mag­
nIficent church at Suna, and dis:>uadc8 his subjects from their accusto~ed 'pilgrim­
i~s to Mecca. The church was defiled. it was supposed, by the Korelshltes, and 

rahah took up arms to re\ enge him!!clf on the temple at Mecca. He WIlS re­
pelled by miracle: his elE'phant would not advance, but knelt down before the 
hered place; Abl'llhah fled, dhcomfttcd and nlllrtnlly wounded, to Sana.-M. 
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seduced by the luxury of the climate; and Justinian solicited the 
friendship oCthe usurper, who honored with a slight tribute the 
supremacy of his prince. After a long series of prosperity, the 
power of Abrahah was overthrown befure the gates of Mecca; 
his children were despoiled by the Persian conqueror j and the 
lEthiopians were finally expelled from the continent of Asia. 
This n~rrative of ohscure and remote events is not foreign to the 
decline and fall of the Roman empire. If a Christian power had 
been maintained in Arabia, Mahomet must have been crushed in 
his cradle, and Abyssinia would have prevented a revolution 
which has changed the civil and religious state of the world. loO * 

CHAPTER XLTII. 

REBELLIONS OF AFRICA.-RESTORATI0N OF THE GOTIHC KINGDO)l 
BY TOTILA.-LOSS AND RECOVERY OF ROME.-FINAl. CONQUEST 
OF ITALY BY NARSES.-EXTINC'l'ION OF THE OSTROGOTHS.-DE­
FEAT OF THE FRANKS AND ALEMANNI.-J,AST VICTOHY, DIS­
GRACE, AND DEATH OF BELISARIUS.-DEATII AND CHARACTEH 
OF JUSTINIAN.-COMET, EARTHQUAKES, AND PLAGUE. 

THE review of the nations from the Danube to the Nile has ex­
posed, on every side, the weakness of the ,Romans j and our won­
der is reasonably excited that they should presume to enlarge an 
empire whose ancient limits they were incapable of defending. 
But the wars, the conquests, and the triumphs of Justinian, arc 
the feeble and pernicious efforts of old age, which exhaust the re­
mains of strength, and accelerate the de~ay of the powers of lifo. 
He exulted in the glorious act of restoring Africa and Italy to the 
republic j but the calamities which followed the departure of 
Belisarius betrayed the impotence of the conqueror, and accom­
plished the ruin of those unfortunate countries. . 

From his new acquisitions, Justinian expected that his avarice, 
as well as pride, .should be richly gratified. A rapacious minister 
of the finances closely pursued the footsteps of·nclisarius; and as 
the old registers of tribute had been burnt by the Vandals, he in­
dulged his fancy in a liberal calculation and arbitrary assessment 
of the wealth of Africa. I The increase of taxes, which were 

* A period of sixty-seven years is assigned by most of the Arabian anthoritieil to 
the Abyssinian kingdom An Homeritis.-M. 
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drawn away by a distant sovereign, and a general resumption of 
the patrimony or crown lands, soon dispelled the intoxication of 
the public joy: but the emperor was insensible to the modest 
complaints of the people, till he was awakened and. alarmed by 
the clamors of military discontent.' ~Iany of the Roman soldiers 
had married the widows and daughters of the Vandals. As their 
own, by the double right of conquest and inheritance, they 
claimed the estates which Genseric had assigned to his victorious 
troops. They heard with disdain the cold and selfish representa­
tions of their officers, that the liberality of Justinian had raised 
them from a savage or servile condition; that they were already 
enriched by the spoils of Africa, the treasure, the slaves, and the 
movables of the vanquished barbariilns; and that the ancient and 
lawful patrimony of the emperors· would be applied only to the 
support of that government on which their own safety and reward 
must ultimately depend. The mutiny was secretly inflamed by a 
thousand soldiers, for the most part Heruli, who had imbibed the 
doctrines, aud were instigated by the clergy, of the Arian sect; 
and the c~use of perjury and rebellion was sanctified by the dis­
pensing powers of fanaticism. The Al'ians deplored the ruin of 
their 'church, triumphant above a century in Africa; and they 
were justly provoked by the laws of .the conqueror, which inter­
?icted the baptism of their children, and the exercisf) of all relig­
IOUS worship. Of the Vandals chosen by Beli!:l~ritls, the far 
greater part, in the honors of the Eastern St'l'V~CG, forgot their 
country and religion. But a generous bab-1 of lGur hundred 
obliged the mariners, when they were in siVht o~ 'tt.e Isle of Les­
bos, to a Iter their course: they touched on I-bluptlnnCSU3, ran ashore 
on a desert coast of Africa, and boldly cl'cdcd, on ·:Mount Aura­
sius, the standard of independence and revolt. While the troops 
of the province disclaimed the COllllQd.olls of their superiors, a 
conspiracy was formed at Carthage hguinst the life of Solomon, 
~ho filled with honor the place of l1tlisarius; and the Arians had 
PIOusly resolved to sacrifice the tyrant at the foot of the altar, 
during the awful mysteries of the festival of Easter. Fear or re­
morse restrained the daggers of the assassins, but the patience of 
Solomon emboldened their discontent; and, at the end of ten 
days, a furious sedition was kindled in the Circus, which deso­
l~ted Africa above ten years. The pillage of the city, and the in. 
dIscriminate slaughter of its inhabitants, were suspe!lded only hy 
dar~ness, sleep, and intoxication: .the governor, 'yith seven com­
P~~IOns,. among whom was the hIstorian Procopms, esca.ped to 
SICIly: two thirds of the army were involved in the !fuilt of trea­
son: !md eight t.housand insu~ents, assembling iT. the ~eld Qf 
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~rra, elected Stoza for their chief, a private soldier, who pos-. 
sessed in a superior degree the virtues of 'a rebel. Under the 
mask of freedom, his eloqu,ence could lead, or at least impel, the 
'>'"Iassions of .his equals. He raised himself to a level with Belisa­
.ius, and the nephew of the eniperor, by.daring to encounter them 
in the field; and the victorious generals were compelled to ac­
knowledge that Stoza deserved a purer cause, and a more legiti­
mate command. Vanquished in battle, he dexterously employed 
the arts of negotiation; a Roman army was seduced from their 
allegian<;!e, and the chiefs who had trusted to his faithless promise 
were murdered by his order in a church of Numidia. _ When every 
resource, either of force or perfidy, was exhausted, Stozrt., with 
some desperate Vandals, retired to the wilds of Mauritania, ob­
tained the daughter of a barbarian prince, and eluded the pursuit 
of his enemies, by the report of his death. The personal weight 
of Belisarius, the rank, the spirit, and the temper, of Germanus, 
the emperor's nephew, and the vigor and success of the secopd 
administration of the eunuch Solomon, Iestol'ed the modesty of 
the camp, and maintained for a while the tranquillity of Africa. 
But the vices of the Byzantine court were felt in that distant 
province; the troops complained that they were neither paid nor 
relieved, and as soon as the public disorders were sufficiently ma­
ture, Stoza was again alive, in arms, and at the gates of Carthage. 
He fell in a single combat, but he smiled in the agonies of death, 
when he was informed that his own javelin had reached the heart 
of his antagonist. * The example of Stoza, and the assurance that 
a fortunate soldier had been the first king, encouraged the ambi­
tion of Gontharis, and he promised, by a private treaty, to divide 
Africa with the Moors, if, with their dangerous ai_d, he should as­
cend the throne of- Carthage. The feeble Areobindus, unskilled 
in the affairs of peace and war, was raised, by his marriage with 
the niece of Justinian, to the office of exarch. lIe was suddenly 
oppressed by a sedition of the guards, and his abject supplica­

'" Corippus gives a different acconnt of the death of Stoza; he was transfixed hy 
an arrow from the hand of John (not the hero of his poem), who broke desperately 
through the victorious troops of the enemy. Stoza repented, says the·poet, of b!A 
trea~onons rebellion, and antlCipated-~lnother Catilme-eternal tormcut8 as 111:1 
pumshment. 

Reddam, improba, pamas 
Q.uas merni. Furiis !:'OciIlS Catiilna crucutis 
};xagit'ltlls adest. Video jam 'l'artara. fun do 
Flllmmarumquc globos, et clara in"endin volvi. 

- Johannidos, book iv.line 211. 
All the other authorities confirm Gibbon's account of the death of John br th~ 

hand of Stoza. This poem of Corippus, unknown to Gibbon, was first publ1shc 
hy Mazzuchelli d1uing the present century, and is reprinted in Inc new edition 01 
the Byzantine wrlters.-l\L _ 
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tions, which provoked the contempt, could nut move the pity, of 
the inexorable tyrant. After a reign of thirty days, Gontharis 
nimself was stabbed at a banquet by the hand of Artaban ; * and 
it is singular enough, that an Armenian prince, of the royal family 
of Arsaces, should re-establish at Carthage the authority of the 
Roman empire. In the conspiracy which unsheathed the dagger 
of Brutus against the life of Cresar, every circumstance is curious 
and important to the eyes of posterity; but the guilt or merit of 
these loyal or rebellious assassins coula interest only the contem­
poraries of Procopius, who, by their hopes and fears, their friend­
ship or resentment, were personally engaged in the revolutions of 
Africa.~ . 

That country was rapidly sinking into the state of barbarism 
from whence it had been raised by the Phamician colonies and 
Roman laws; and every step of intestine discord was marked by 
some deplorable victory of savage· man over civilized society. 
The Moors,3 though ignorant of justice, were impatient of oppres­
sion : their vagrant life and boundless wilderness disappointed 
the arms, and eluded the chains, of a conqueror; and experience 
had shown, that neither oaths nor obligations .could secure the 
fidelity of their attachment. The victory of :Mount Auras had 
awed thepl into momentary submission; but if they respected the 
character of Solomon, they hated and despised th~ pride and lux­
ury of his two nephews, Cyrus and Sergi us, on whom their uncle 
had imprudently bestowed the provincial governments of Tripoli 
and Pentapolis. A Moorish tribe encamped under the walls of 
Leptis, to renew their alliance, and receive from the governor the 
customary gIfts. Fourscore of their deputies were introduced as 
friends into the city; but on the dark suspicion of a conspiracy, 
they were massacred at the table of Sergius, and the clamor of 
arms and revenge was re-echoed through the valleys of ~fount 
A.tlas from both the Syrtes to the Atlantic Ocean. A. personal in­
jury, the unjust execution or murder of his brotllel', rendered An­
talas the enemy of the Romans. The defeat of the Vandals had 
formerly signalized his valor j the r~diments of justice and pru­
d(>~lCe were still more conspicuous in a ~Iool'; and while he laid 
Adrumetum in ashes he calmly admonished the emperor that the 
peace of Africa migl{t be secured by the recall of Solomon and his 
unworthy nephews. The exarch led forth his troops from Car­
thage : but, at the distance of six days' journey, in the neighbor­

* This murcler was prompted to t!te Armenian (according to Corippus) by the 
(JOO'.i AthunU8ius (then prrefect of AfrIca). 

Bunc placidns callA gra.vitate coegit 
Illlmitcm mactare virUDl.-Corippns, vol. iv. p. 2a1.-M.. 
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bood of Tebeste,· he was astonished by tbe superior numbers and 
fierce aspect of the barbarians. He proposed a treaty; solicited a 
reconciliation; and offered to bind himself by the most solemn 
oaths. " By what oaths can he bind himself 1" interrupted the 
indignant Moors. "Will he swear by the Gospels, the divine 

, books of the Ohristians ~ It was on those books that-the faith 'of 
his nephew Sergius was pledged to eighty of our innocent and un­
fortunate brethren. Before we trust them a second time, let us 
try their efficacy in the chastisement of perjury and the vindica­
tion of their own honor." Their honor was vindicated in the 
field of Tebeste, by the death of Solomon, and the total loss of his 
army.* The arrival of fresh troops and more skilful commanders 
soon checked the insolence of the Moors: seventeen of their 
princes were slain in the same battle ; and the doubtful and tran­
sient submission of their tribes was 'celebrated with lavish ap­
vlause by the people of Oonstantinople. Successive inroads had 
reduced the province of Africa to one third of the measure of 
Italy; yet the Roman emperors continued to reign above a cen­
turyover Carthage and the fruitful coast of the Mediterranean. 
But the victories and the losses of Justinian were alike pernicious 
to mankind; and such was the desolation of Africa, that in many 
parts a stranger might wander whole days without meeting the 
face either of a friend or an enemy. The nation of the Vandals 
had disappeared: they once amounted to a hundred and sixty 
thousand warriors, without including the children, the women, or 
the slaves. Their numbers were infinitely surpassed by the num­
ber of the Moorish families extirpated in a relentless war; and 
the same destruction was retaliated on the Romans and their 
allies, who perished by the climate, their mutual quarrels, -and the 
rage of the barbarians. 'Vhen Procopius first landed, he admired 
the populousness of the cities and country, strenuously exercised 
in the labors of commerce and agriculture. In less than twenty 
years, that busy scene was converted into a silent solitude; the 
wealthy citizens escaped to Sicily and Constantinuple; and the 
secret historian bas confidently affirmed, that five millions of Afri­

:cans were consumed by the wars and government of the emperor
Justinian. ~ 

The jealousy of the Byzantine court had not permitted Belisa­
rius to achieve the conquest of Italy; and his abrupt departure 
revived the courage of the Goths,6 who respected bis genius, his 
virtue, and even the laudable motive which had urged the servant 

m~n?~W'.pn'" (.Johannidos, lib. iii. 411:..4U) describes the defeat and death of Solo 
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of Justinian to deceive and reject them. They bad lost their 
king (an inconsiderable loss), their capital, their treasures, the 
provinces from Sicily to the Alps, and the military force of two 
hundred thousand barbarians, magnificently equipped with horses 
and arms. Yet all was not lost, as long as Pavia was defended 
by one thousand Goths, inspired by a sense of honor, the love of 
freedom, and the memory of their past greatness. The supreme 
command was unanimously offered to _the brave Uraias; and it 
was in his eyes alone that the disgrace of his uncle Vitiges could 
appear as a reason of exclusion. His voice inclined the election 
in favor of Hildibald, whose personal merit was recommended by 
the vain llOpe that his kinsman Theudes, the Spanish monarch, 
would support the common interest of the Gothic nation. The 
success of his arms in Liguria and Venetia seemed to justify their 
choice; but he soon declared to the world that he was incapable 
of for~riving or commanding his benefactor. The consort of Bil­
dibald wa's deeply \vounded by the beauty, the riches, and the 
prIde, of the wife' of Uraias; and the death of that virtuous 
patriot excited the indignation of a free people. A bold aSiassin 
executed their sentence by striking off the head of Hildibald in 
the midst of a banquet; the Rugians, a foreign tribe, assumed the 
privilege of election; and TotiIa,* the nephew of the late king, 
was tempted, by revenge, to deliver himself and the garrison of 
Trevigo into the hands of the Romans. But the gallant ana ac­
complished youth was easily persuaded to prefer the Gothic 
tllrone before the service of Justinian; and as soon as the palace 
of Pavia had been purified from the Rugian usurper, he reviewed 
the national force of five thousand soldiers, and generously under:: 
took the restoration of the kingdom of Italy. 

The successors of Belisarius, eleven generals of equal rank, neg­
lected to crush the feeble and disunited Goths, till they were 
roused to action by the progress of TotUa and the reproaches ,of 
Justinian. The gates of Verona were secretly opened to Artaba­
zus, at the head of one hundred Persians in the service of the em­
pire. The Goths fied from the city. At the distance of sixty 
furlongs the Roman generals halted to regulate the division of 
the spoil. While they disputed, the enemy discovered the real 
number of the victors: the Persians were instantly overpowered, 
and it was by leaping from the wall that Artabazus preserved a 
life whi('h he lost in a few days by the lance of a barbarian, who 
had defied mm to single combat. Twenty thousand Romans en· 

* His ft'ul nnme, as appears by medals, was Baduilla or Badin\a. ToWn I'ignifles 
imm~rtal; lod (in German) is death. Todilas, deathless. Compal"c St. Mllnil\,
vol. u, p. 37.-1IJ. 
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countered the forces of Totila, near Faenza, -and on the hills of 
Mugello, of the Florentine territory. The ardor of freedmen, 
who fought to regain their country, was opposed to the languid 
temper of mercenary troops, whl) were even destitute of the merits 
of strong and well-disciplined servitude. On the first attack, they 
abandoned their ensigns, threw down their arms, and dispersed 
on all sides with an active speed, which abated the loss, whilst it 
aggravated the shame, of their defeat. The king of the Goths, 
who blushed for the baseness of his enemies, pursued with rapid 
steps the path of honor and victory. Totila passed tbe Po,* trav~ 
ersed the Apennine, suspended the important conquest of Ra­
venna, Florence, and Rome, and marched through the heart of 
ItaJy, to form the siege, or rather the blockade, of Naples. The 
Homan chiefs, imprisoned in their respective cities, and accusing 
each other of the common disgrace, did not presume to disturb 
bis enterprise. But the emperor, alarmed by the distress and 
danger of his Italian conquests, despatched to t11e relief of Naples 
a fleet of galleys and a body of Thracian and Armenian soldiers. 
They landed in Sicily, which yielded its copious stores of provis­
ions j but the delays of the new commander, an unwarlike magis­
trate, protracted the sufferings of the besieged; and the succors, 
which be dropped with a timid and tardy hand, were successively 
intercepted by the armeu vessels stationed by Totila in the Bay of 
Naples. The principal officer of the Romans was dragged, with a 
rope round his neck, to the foot of the wall, from whence, with a 
trembling voice, he exhorted the citizens to implore, like himself, 
the mercy of the conqueror. They requested a tl1lce, with a 
promise of surrendering the city, if no efIectua~ relief should a~ 
p('llr at the end of thirty days. Instead of one mouth, the auda­
ciuus barbarian granted them three, in the just confidence that 
famine would anticipate the term of their capitulation. After the 
reduction of Naples and Cumre, the provinces of Lucania, Apulia, 
and Calabria, submitted to the king of the Goths. Totila led his 
army to the gates of Rome, pitched his camp at Tibur, or Tivoli, 
within twenty miles of the capital, and calmly exhorted tIle sen~ 
ate and people to compare the tyranny of the Greeks with the 
blessings of the Gothic reign. 

The rapid success of Totila may be partly ascribed to the revo­
lution which three years' experience had produced in the senti­
ments of the Italians. At the command, or at least in the name, 
of a Catholic emperor, the pope, '1 their spiritual father, had been 

• This is not quite correct; he had crossed the Po before the battle of Faenzo. 
-M. 
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torn from the Roman church, and cither starved, or murdered, on 
a desolate island. 8 The virtues of Belisarius were replaced by the 
various or uniform vices of eleven chiefs, at Rome, Ravenna, Flol': 
ence, Perugia, 8poleto. etc., who abused their authority for the 
indulgence of lust or avarice. The improvement of the revenue 
was committed to Alexander, a subtle scribe, long practised' in 
the fraud and oppression of the Byzantine schools, and wllOse 
name of Psalliction, the scissors, U was drawn from the dexterom! 
artifice with which he reduced the size, without defacing the fig, 
ure, of the gold coin. Instead of .expecting the I'estoration 01 
peace and industry, he imposed a heavy assessment on the for­
tunes of the Italians. Yet his present or future demands were 
less odious than a prosecution of arbitrary rigor against the per­
sons and property of all thuse who, under the Gothic kings, had 
been concerned in the receipt and expenditure of the public 
money. The subjects of Justinian, who escaped these partial 
vexations, were oppressed by the irregular maintenance of the sol­
diers, whom Alexander defrauded and despised; and their hasty 
sallies in quest of wealth, or SUbsistence, provoked the inhabi­
tants of the country to await or implore their deliverance from the 
virtues of a barbarian. Totila 1U was chaste and temperate; and 
none were deceived, either friends or enemies, who depended on 
his faith or his clemency. To the husbandmen of Ituly the 
Gothic king issued a welcome proclamation, enjoining them to 
pursue their important labors, and to rest assured, that, on the 
payment of the ordinary taxes, they should be defended by his 
valor and discipline from the injuries of war. The strong towns 
he successively attacked; and as soon as they had yielded to his 
arms, he... demolished the fortifications; to. save the people from 
the 'calamities of a future siege, to deprive the Romans of the arts 
of defence, and to decide the tedious quarrel of the two nations, 
by an equal and honorable conflict in the field of battle. The Ro­
man captives and deserters were tempted to enlist in the service 
of a liberal and courteous adversary; the slaves were attracted by 
the firm and faithful promise, that they should never be delivered 
to their masters; and from the thousand warriors of Pavia, a new 
~eople, under the same appellation of Goths, was insensiblt 
iOl'!lled in the camp of Totila. He sincerely accomplished the 
artICles of capitulation, without seeking or accepting any sinister 
advantage from ambiguous expressions or unforeseen events: the 
garrison of Naples had stipulated, that they should be transported 
by sea; the obstinacy of the winds prevented their voyage, but 
they were generously supplied with horses, provisions, and a safe­
conduct to the gates of Rome. The wives of the senators, who 
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had been surprised in the villas of Campania, were restored, with 
out a ransom, to their husbands; the violation of female chastity 
was inexorably chastised with death; and in the salutary regula. 
tion of the edict of the famished Neapolitans, the conqueror as· 
sumed the office of a humane and attentive physician. The vir­
tuei'! of Totila arc equally laudable, whether they proceeded from 
true policy, religious principle, or the instinct of humanity: he 
often harangued his troops; and it was his constant theme, that 
national vi(~e and ruin arc inseparably connected; that victory is 
the fruit of moral as well as military virtue; and that the prince, 
and even the people, are responsible for the crimes which they 
neglect to punish. . 

The return of Belisarius to save the country which he had sub­
dued, was pressed with equal vehemence by his friends and 
enemies; and the Gothic war was imposed as a trust or an exile 
on the veteran commander. A hero on the banks of the Euphrates, 
a slave in the palace of Constantinople, he accepted with reluctance 
the painful task of supporting his own reputation, and retrieving 
the faults of his successors. The sea was open to the Romans: 
the ships and soldiers were assembled at Salona, ncar the palace 
of Diocletian : he refreshed and reviC'wed his troops at Pola in 
1stria, coasted round the head of the Adriatic, entered the port of 
Ravenna, and despatched orders rather than supplies to the sub­
ordinate cities. His first public oration was addressed to the 
G,oths and Romans, in the name of the emperor, who had sus­
pended for a while the conquest of Persia, and listened to the 
prayers of his Italian subjects. He gently touched. on the causes 
and the author~ of the tecent disasters; striving to remove the 
fear of punishment for the past, and the hope of impunity for the 
future, and laboring, with more zeal than success, to unite aU the 
members of his government in u firm league of affection and 
obedience. Justinian, his gracious master, WU8 inclined to parc10n 
and reward; and it was their interest, as well as duty, to reclaim 
their deluded brethren, who had been seduced by the arts of the 
usurper. Not a man was tempted to desert the standard of the 
Gothic king. Belisarius soon discovered that he was sent to 
remain the idle and impotent spectator of the glory of u young 
barbarian; and his own epistle exhibits a genuine and lively 
picture of the distress of a noble mind. I' Most excellent prince, 
wo are arrived in Italy, destitute of all the necessary implements 
of war, men, horses, arms, and money. In our late circuit through 
the villages of Thrace and Illyricum, we have collected, with 
extreme difficulty, about four thousand recruits, naked, and 
unskilled in the use of weapons and the exercises of the ~aIDp, 
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The soldiers already stationed in the province are discontented, 
fearful, and dismayed; at the sound of an enemy, they dismiss their 
horses, and cast their arms on the ground. No taxes can be 
raised, since Italy is in the handd of the barbarians; the failure of 
payment has deprivt(d us of the right of command, or even of 
admonition; Be assured, dread Sir, that the greater part of your 
troops have already deserted to the Goths. If the war could be 
achieved by the presence of Belisarius alone, your wishes are 
satisfied j Belisarius is in the midst of Italy. But if you desire to 
conquer, far other preparations are requisite: without a military 
force, the title of general is an empty name. It would be expedi­
ent to restore to my service my own veterans and domestic guards. 
Before I can take the field, I must receive an adequate supply of 
light and hea"ry armed troops j and it is only with ready money 
that you can procure the indispen:mble aid of a powerful body of 
the cavalry of the Huns." 11 An officer in whom Belisarius 
confided was sent from Ravenna to Imsten and 'conduct the 
SUccors; but the message was neglected, and the messenger was 
dctained at Constantinople by an advantageous marriage. After 
his patience had been exhausted by (lelay and disappointment, the 
Roman general repassed the Adriatic, and expected at Dyrrachium 
the arrival of the troops, which were slowly assembled among the 
subjects and allies of the empire. His powers were still inadequate 
to the deliverance of Rome, which was closely besieged by the 
Gothic ldng. The Appian way, a march of forty days, was 
covered by the barbarians j and as the prudence of Belisarius 
declined a battle, he preferred the safe and speedy navigation of 
five days from the coast of Epirl1s to the mouth of the Tybel'. 

After reducing, by force, or treaty, the towns of inferior note in 
the midland provinces of Italy, Totila proceeded, not to assault, 
but to encompass and starve, the ancient capital. Rome was 
aiRicted by the avarice,. and guarded by the valor, of Bessas, a 
vcteran chief of Gothic extraction, '\V ho filled, with a garrison of 
three thousand soldiers, the spacious circle of ]1Cr venerable wans. 
From the distress 'of the people he extracted a profitable trade, 
and secretly rejoiced in the continuance of the siege. It wus for 
his use that the granaries had been replenished j the charity of 
P?pe Vigilius had purchased and embarked an ample supply of 
SIcilian corn; but the vessels which escaped the barbarians were 
seized by a rapacious governor, who imparted a scanty sustenance 
to the soldiers, and sold the remainder to the wealthy Romans. The 
llledimnus, or fifth part of the quarter of wheat, was exchanged fOl' 
seven pieces of gold; fifty pieces were given for an ox, a rare and 
accidental prize j the progress of famine enhanced this exorbitant 
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value, and the mercenaries were tempted to deprive themselves of 
the allowance which was scarcely sufficient for the support of life. 
A tasteless and unwholesome mixture, in which the bran thrice 
exceeded the quantity of flour, appeased the hunger of the poor i 
they were gradually reduced to feed on dead horses, dogs, cats, 
Ilnd mice, and eagerly to snatch the grass, and even the nettles, 
which grew among the ruins of the city. A crowd of spectres, 
pale and emadated, their bodies oppressed with disease, and 
their minds with despair, surrounded the palace of the governor, 
urged, with unavailing truth, that it was the duty of a master to 
maintain his slaves, and humbly requested that he lVould provide 
for their subsistence, permit their flight, or command their immedi­
ate execution. Bessas replied, with unfeeling tranquillity, that it 
was impossible to feed, unsafe to dismiss, and unlawful to kill, 
the subjects of the emperor. Yet the example of a private citizen 
might have shown his countrymen that a tyrant cannot withhold 
the privilege of death. Pierced by the cries of five children, who 
vainly called on their father for bread, he ordered them to follow 
his steps, advanced with calm and silent despair to one of the 
bridges of the Tyber, and, covering his face, threw himself 
headlong into the stream, in the presence of his family and the 
Roman people. To the rich and pusillanimous, Bessas 12 sold the 
permission of departure i but the greatest part of the fugitives 
expired on the public highways, or were intercepted by the flying 
parties of barbarians. In the mean while, the artful governor 
soothed the discontent, and revived the hopes, of the Romans, by 
the vague reports of the fleets and armies which were hastening 
to their relief from the extremities of the East.. They derived 
more rational comfort from the assurance that Belisarius l1Ud 
landed at the port / and, without numbering his forces, they 
firmly relied on the humanity, the courage, and the skill of their 
great deliverer. 

The foresight of Totila had raised obstacles worthy of such an 
antagonibt. Ninety furlongs below the city, in the narrowest p:lft 
of the river, he joineu the two banks by strong and solid timbers 
in the form of a bridge, on which he erected two lofty towers, 
manned by the bravest of his Goths, and profusely stored with 
missile weapons and engines of offence. The approach of the 
bridge and towers was covered by a strong and massy chain of 
iron; and the chain," at either end, on the opposite sides of tho 
Tyber, was defended by a numerous and chosen detachment of 
archers. But the enterprise Of forcing these barriers, and relieving 
the capital, displays a shining example of the boldness and conduct 
of Bclisarius. His cavalry advanced from the port aJong tho 
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public road, to awe the motions, and distract the attention of the 
enemy. His infantry and provisions were distributed in two 
hunrired large boats; and each boat was shielded by a high 
rampart of thick pJanks, pierced with many small holes for the 
uischarge of missile weapons. In the front, two large -vessels 
were linked together to sustain a floating castle, which commanded 
the towers of the bridge, and contained a magazine of fire, sulphur, 
and bitumen. The whole fleet, Wllich the general led in person, 
\Vas laboriously moved against the current of the river. The 
chain yielded to their weight, and the enemies who guarded the 
banks were either slain or scattered. As soon as they touched 
the principal barrier, the fire-ship was instantly grappled to tho 
bridge; one of the towE!rs, with two hundred Goths, was con­
sumed by the flames; the assailants shouted -victory; and Romo 
was sa-vt!d, if the wisdom of BeJi~arius had not been defeated by 
the misconduct of bis officers. He had previously sent orders to 
Bossas to second his operations by a timely sally from the town; 
and he had fixed his lieutenant, Isaac, hy a peremptory command, 
to the station of the port. But avarice rendered Bessas immov­
able; while the youthful ardor of Isaac delivered him into the 
hands of a superior enemy. The exaggerated rumor of his defeat 
was hastily carried to the ears of Belisarius: he paused; betrayed 
in that single moment of his life some emotions of surprise and 
perplexity; and reluctantly sounded a retreat to save his wife 
Antonina, his treasures, and the only harbor Wllich he possessed 
on the Tuscan coast. The vexation of his mind produced an 
ardent and almost mortal fever; and Rome was left without 
protection to the mercy or indignation of Totila. The continuance 
of hostilities had embittered the national hatred: the Arian clergy 
was ignominiously driven from Rome; Pelagius, the atChdeacon, 
returned without success from an embassy to the Gothic camp; 
and a Sicilian bishop, the envoy or nuncio of the pope, was 
deprived of both his hands, for daring to utter falsehoods in the 
service of the church and state. 

·Famine had relaxed the strength and discipline of the garrison 
of Rome. They could derive no effectual service from a dying 
people j and the inhuman avarice of the merchant at length 
ahsorbed the -vigilance of the governor. Four Isaurian sentinels, 
While their companions slept, and their officers were absent, 
descended by a rope from the wall, and secretly proposed to the 
Gothic king to intro.duce his troops into the city. The offer was 
entertained with coldness and suspicion; they returned in safety; 
they twice repeated their -visit: the place was twice examined; 
the conspiracy was known and disregarded i and no sooner had 
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Totila consented to the attempt, than they unbarred the Asinarian 
gate. and gave admittance to the Goths. Till the dawn of day, 
thry h tlted in order of- battle, apprehensive of treachery or am­
hush; but the troops of Bessas, with their leader, had already 
escaped; and when the king was pressed to disturb their retreat, 
he prudently replied, that no sight ('ould be more grateful than 
that of a flying enemy. The patricians, who were still possessed 
or horses, Decius, Basilius, etc., accompanied the governor; 
their brethren, among whom Olybrius, Orestes, and Maximus, 
are named by the historian, took refuge in the church of St. Peter: 
but the assertion, that only five hundred persons remained in the 
capital, inspires some doubt of the fidelity either of his narrative 
or of his text. As soon as daylight had displayed the entire victory 
of the Goths, their monarch devoutly visited the tomb of the 
prince of the apostles; but while he prayed at the altar, twenty­
five soldiers, and sixty citizens, were put to the sword in the 
vestibule of the temple. The archdeacon Pelagius 13 stood before 
him, with the Gospels in his hand. "0 Lord, be merciful to your 
servant. " "Pelagiris, " said Totila,"with an insulting smile, " your 
l1ride now -condescends to become 11 suppliant. " " I am a suppli .. 
ant," replied the prudent archdeacon; " God has now made us your 
subject8, and as your subjects, we are entitled to your clemency." 
At his humble prayer, the lives of the Romans were spared j and 
the chastity of the maids and matrons was preserved inviolate 
from the passions of the hungry soleJiers. But they were rewarded 
by the freedom of pillage, after the most precious spoils had been 
reserved for the roy~l treasury. The housc8 of the senators were 
plentifully stored with gold and silver; and the avarice of BessitS 
had 1abored with so much guilt and shame for the benefit of the 
conqueror. In this revolution, the sons and (laughters of Roman 
consuls tasted the misery which they had spurned or relieveu, 
wandered in tattered garments through the streets of the city, 
and begged their bread, perhaps without success, before the gates 
of their hereditary mansions. The riches of Rusticiana, the 
daughter of Symmachus and widow of Boethius, had been gener­
ously devoted to alleviate the calamities of famine. But the bar~ 
barians were exasperated by the report) that she had prompted 
the people to overthrow the statues of the great Theodoric; und 
the life of that venerable matron would have been sacrificed to 
llis memory, if Totila had not respected her birtll, her virtues, and 
even the pious motive of her revenge. The ne1.t day he pronounced 
two orations, to congratUlate and admonish r.is victorious Goths, 
:md to reproach the senate, as the vilest of slaves, with their per­
jury~ folly, and ingratitude; sternly declaring, that tl1cir estates 
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nnel ]JOnors were justly forfeited to the cumpanions of his arms. 
Y ct he consented to forgive their revolt; and the senators repaid 
his clemency by despatching circular letters to their tenants and 
vassals in the provinces of Italy, strictly to enjoin them to desert 
the standard of the Greeks, to cultivate their lands in peace, and 
to learn from their masters the duty of obedience to a Gothic 
sovereign. A.gainst the city which had so long delayed the course 
of his victories, he· appeared inexorable: one third of the walls, 
in different parts, were demolished by his command; fire and 
engines prepared to consume or subvert. the most stately works 
of antiquity; and the world was astonished by the fatal decree, 
that Rome should be changed into a pasture for cattle. The firm 
and temperate remonstrance of Belisarius suspended the execution; 
he wa:ned the barbarian not to sully his fame by the destruction 
of those monuments which were the glory of the dead, and the 
delight of the living; and Totila was persuaded, by the advice of 
an enemy, to preserve Rame as the ornament of his kingdom, or 
the fairest pledge of peace and reconcil iation. When he had 
signified to the ambassadors of Belisarius his intention of sparing 
the city, he stationed an 1trmy at the distance of one hundred and 
twenty furlongs, to observe the motions of the Roman general. 
With the remainder of his forces he marched into Lucania and 
Apulia, and occupied on the summit of ~Iount Garganus 14 Ole of 
the camps of Hannibal. Jr. The senators were dragged in his train, 
and afterwards confined in the fortresses of Campania: the 
citizens, with their wives and children, were dispersed in exile; 
and during forty days Rome was abandoned to desolate and dreary
solitude. 16 

The loss of Rome was speedily retrieved by an action, to which, 
according to the event, the public opinion would apply the names 
of rashness or heroism. After the departure of Totila, the Roman 
general sallied from the port at the head of a thousand horse, cut 
l~ pieces the enemy who opposed his progress, and visited with 
PIty and reverence the vacant space of the eternal city. Resolved 
to maintain a station so conspicuous in the eyes of mankind, he 
SUlnmoned the greatest part of his troops to the standard which 
he erected on the Capitol: the old inhabitants were recalled by the 
love of their country and the hopes of food j and the keys ·of Rome 
Were sent a second time to the emperor Justinian. The walls, as 
far as they had been demolished by the Goths, were repaired with 
rude and dissimilar materials j the ditch was restored; iron spikes 11 

Were profusely scattered in the highways to annoy the feet of 
the horses; and as new gates could not suddenly be procured, the 
entrance was guarded by a Spartan rampart of his bravest soldiers. 
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At the expiration of twenty-five days, Totila returned by hasty 
marches from Apulia to avenge the injury and disgrace. Belisarius 
expected, his approach. The Goths were thri?e repulsed in three 
general assaults; they lost the flower of thelT troops; the royal 
standard had almost fallen into the hands of the enemy, and the 
fame of Totila sunk, as it had rit;en, with the fortune of his arms. 
Whatever skill and courage could achieve, had been performed by 
the Homan general: it remained only that Justinian should 
terminate, by a strong and seasonable effort, the war which he 
had ambitiously undertaken. The indolence, perhaps the impo~ 
tence, of a prince who despised his enemies, and envied. his 
servants, protracted the calamities of Italy. After a long silence, 
Belisarius was commanded to leave a sufficient garrison at Rome, 
and to transport himself into the province of Lucania, whose 
inhabitants, inflamed by Catholic zeal, had cast away the yoke of 
their Ariall conquerors. In this ignoble warfare, the hero, invincible 
against the power of the barbarians, was basely vanquished by 
the delay, the disobedience, and the cowardice of his own officers. 
He reposed in his winter quarters of Croton a, in the full assuranc~, 
that the two passes of the Lucanian hills were guarded by Ins 
cavalry. They were betrayed by treachery or weakness; and the 
rapid mal'ch of the Goths scarcely allowed time for the escape of 
Belisarins to the coast of Sicily. At length a fleet and army were 
assembled for the relief of Huscianum, or Rossano,18 a fortress sixty 
furlongs from the ruins of Sybaris, where the nobles of Lucania 
had taken refuge. In the first attempt, the Roman forces were 
dissipated by a storm. In the second, they approached the shore; 
but they saw the hills covered with archers, the landing-place 
defended by a line of spears, and the king of the Goths impatient 
for battle. The conqueror of Italy retired with a sigh, and con­
tinued to languish, inglorious and jnactive, till AntoniI1a, who had 
been sent to Constantinople to solicit succors, obtained, after the 
death of the empress, the permission oi. his return. 

The last five campaigns of Belisarius might abate the envy of 
his competitors, whose eyes had been 9azzled and wounded by 
the blaze of his former glory. Instead of delivering Italy f:oUl 
the Goths, be had wandered like a fugitive along the coast, WIth· 
out daring to march into the country, or to accept the bold and 
repeated challenge of Totila. Yet in the judgment of the few 
who could discriminate counsels f;om events, and compare the 
instruments with the execution, he appeared a more consum~ate 
master of the art of war, than in the season of his prosper!ty, 
when he presented two captive kings before the throne of JustiDlan. 
The valor of Belisarius was not chilloo by age: his prudence waS 
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matured by experience; but the more noble virtues of humanity 
and justice seem to have yielded to the hard necessity of the times. 
The parsimony or poverty. of the emperor compelled him to deviate 
from the rule of cOllduct which had deserved the love and con~ 
fidence of the Italians. The war was maintain~d by the oppressinn 
of Havenna, Sicily, and all the faithful subjects of the empire, 
and the rigorous prosecution of Herodian provoked that injured 
or guilty officer to deliver Spoleto into the hands of the enemy. 
The avarice of Antonina, which had been sometimes diverted by 
'ove, now reigned without a rival in her breast. Belisarius himself 
had always understood, that riches, in a corrupt age, are the 
Support and ornament ef personal merit. And it cannot be 
presumed that he should stain his honor for the public service, 
without applying a part of the spoil to his private emolument. 
The hero had escaped the sword of the barl""1arians. But the dug.. 
gel' of conspiracy 19 awaited his return. In the midst of wealth and 
honors, Artaban, whu had chastised the African tyrant, complained 
of the ingratitude of courts. He aspired to Prrejecta, the em­
peror's niece, who wished to reward her deliverer; but the 
Impediment of his previous marriage was asserted by the piety of 
Theodora. The pride of royal descent was k'itated by flattery; 
and the service in which he gloried had proved him capable of bold 
and sanguinary d~eds. The death of Justinian was resolved, but 
the conspirators delayed the execution till they could surprise 
Belisarius disarmed, and naked, in the palace of Constantinople. 
Not a hope could be entertained of shaking his long-tried fidelity; 
and they justly dreaded the revenge, or rather the justice, of the 
veteran, general, who might speedily assemble an army in Thrace 
to. punish the assassins, and perhaps to enjoy the fruits of their 
CrImc. .Delay afforded time for rash communications and honest 
confessions: A.rtaban and his accomplices were condemned by 
!he senate, but the extreme clemency of Justinian detained them 
In the gentle confinement of the palace. till he pardoned their 
flagitious attempt against his thrvne and life. If-the emperor 
f?rgave his enemies, he must cordially embrace a friend whose 
Vl~tories were alone remembered, and who was endeared to his 
pru~ce by the recent circumstance. of their common -danger. 
Behsarius reposed from his toils, in the high station of general of 
the East and count of the domestics; and the older consuls and 
patricians respcctfully yielded the precedency of rank to the peer­
ess merit of the first of the Romans. ~o The first of the Homans 

htill. submitted to he the slave of his wife; but the servitude of 
T abIt and affection becume less disgraceful when tne death of 

heodora had removed the baser influence of fear. J oannina, 
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tllCir daughter, and the sole heiress of their fortunes, was betrothed 
to Anastasius, the grandson, or rather the nljphew, of the empress, 21 

whose kind interposition forwarded the consummation of their 
youthful loves. But the power of Theodora expired, the paren~ 
of Joannina returned, and her honor, perhaps her happiness, 
were sacrificed to the revenge of an unfeeling mother, who dis­
solved the i.mperfect nuptials before they had been ratified by the 
ceremonies of the church. n 

Before the departure of Belisarius, Perusia was besieged! and 
few cities were impregnable to the Gothic arms. Ravenna, 
Ancona, and Crotona, still resisted the barbarians; aud when 
Totila asked in marriage one of the daughters of France, he was 
stung by the just reproach that the king of Italy was unwortli'y of 
his title till it was acknowledged by the Roman people. Three 
thousand of the bravest soldiers had heen left to defend the 
capital. On the. suspicion of a monopoly, they massacred the 
governor, and announced to Justinian, by a deputation of the 
clergy, that unless their offence was pardoned, and their arrears 
were satisfied, they should instantly accept the tempting offers 
of Totila. But the officer who succeeded to the command (his 
name was Diogenes) deserved their esteem and confidence j and 
the Goths, instead of finding an easy conquest, encountered a 
vigoc.ous resistance from the soldiers and people, who patiently 
endured the loss of the port and of all maritime supplies. Tho 
siege of Rome would perhaps have neen raised; if the liberality 
of Totila to the Isaurians had not encouraged some of their venal 
countrymen to copy the example of treason. In a dark night, 
while the Gothic trumpets sounded on another side, they silently 
opened the gate of St. Paul: the barbarians rushed into the city j 

and the flying garrison was intercepted before they could reach 
the harbor of Centumcellre. A· soldier trained in the school of 
Belisarius, Paul of Cilicia, retired with four hundred men to the 
mole of Hadrian. They repelled the Goths; but they felt the 
npproach of famine; and their aversion to the taste of horse-flesh 
confirmed their resolution to risk the event of a desperate and 
decisive sally. / But their spirit insensibly stooped to the offers of 
~apitulation; they retrieved their urrears of pay, and preser.ved 
their arms and horses, by enlisting in the service of TobIa; 
their chiefs, who pleaded a laudable attachment to their wives and 
children in the East, were dismissed with honor; and above four 
hundred enemies, who had taken refuge in the sanctuaries, were 
saved by the clemency of the victor. He no longer entertained a 
wish of destroying the edifices of Rome,23 which he now respected 
as the scat of the Gothic kingdom: the senate and people were 
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restored to their country j the means of subsistence were liberally 
provided; and TotUa, in the robe of peace, exhibited the eques­
tJian games of the circus. Wllilst he amused the eyes of the 
multitude, four hundred vessels were prepared for the embarkation 
of his troops. The cities of Rhegium and Tarentum were reduced: 
he passed into Sicily, the object of his implacable resentment; 
and the island was stripped of its gold and silver, of the fmits of 
the earth, and of an infinite number of horses, sheep, and oxen. 
Sardinia and Corsica obeyed the fortune of Italy; UlJd the sea­
coast of Greece was visited by a fleet of three hundred galleys. 24 
tfllC Goths were landed in Corcyra and the ancient continent of 
Epirus j they advanced as far as Nicopolis, the trophy of Augustus, 
auu Dodona, 2~ once famous by the oracle of Jove. In every step 
of his victories, the wise barbarian repeated to Justinian the 
desire of peace, applauded the concord of their predecessors, 
and offered to employ the Gothic arms in the service of the 
empire. 

Justinian was deaf to the voice of peace; but IlC neglected tIle 
prosecution of war; and the indolence of his temper disappointed, 
1Il some degree, the obstinacy of his passions. From his salutary 
slumber the emperor was awakened by the pope Vigilius and the 
patrician Cethegus, who appeared before his throne, and adjured 
him, in the name of God and the people, to resume the conquest 
and deliverance of Italy. In the choice of the generals, capric<-', 
as well as judgment, was shown. A fleet and -army snilrd for the 
relief of Sicily, under the conduct of Liberius; but his youth >t­

and want of experience were afterwards discovered, and before 
he touched the shores of the island he was overtaken by his 
successor. In the place of Liberius, the conspirator Artaban 
,!US raised from a prison to military honors; in the pious presump;­
tIon, that gratitude would animate llis valor and fortify 11is 
allegiance. Belisarius reposed in the shade of his laurels, but the 
command of the principal army WDS reserved for Germanus,26 the 
/emperor's -nephew, whose rank and merit had been long depressed 
b.y the jealousy of the court. Theodora had injured him in the 
nghts of a private citizen, the marriage of his children, and the 
testament of his hrother j and although his conduct was pure and 
blameless, Justinian was displeased that he should be thought 
Worthy of tht' confidence of the malcontents. The life of Germanus 

* This is n singular mistake. Procopius calls him cCJxaioyep(,)!:. Gibbon must 
have hU8:ily caught at his inexperience, and concluded that it must Jill' e been from fouth. I.or(l Mahon hus pointed out this error, p. 401. I should add that in tho 
ust 4to edition, conecte<l by Gibbon, it stands "want of youth and experience;" 
!lilt Gibbon can scarcely have intended such a phra~e.-M. 
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was a lesson of implicit obedience : he nobly refused to prostitutP. 
his name and character in the factions of the circus: the gravity of 
his manners was tempered by innocent cheerfulness; and his 
riches were lent without interest to indigent or deserving friends. 
His valor had formerly triumphed over the Hclavonians of the 
Danube and the rebels of Africa: the first report of his promotion 
revived the hopes of the Italians'; and he was privately assured, 
that a crowd of Roman rlcserters would abandon, on his approach, 
th3 standard of Totila. His second marriage with Malasontha, 
the granddaughter of Theodoric, endeared Germanus to the Goths 
themselves; and they marched with reluctance against the father 
of a royal infant, the last offspring of the line of ArnalL 27 A. 
splendid allowance was assigned by the emperor: the general 
,contributed his private fortune; his two sons were popular and 
active; and he surpassed, in the promptitude and success of his 
levies, the expectation of mankind. He was permitted to select 
some squadrons of Thracian cavalry: the veterans, as well a9 
the youth of Constantinople and Europe, engaged their voluntary 
service; and as far as the heart of Germany, his fame and liberality 
attracted the aid of the barbarians.* The Romans advanced to 
Sardica; an army of Sclavonians fled before their march; but 
within two days of their final departure, the designs of Germanus 
were terminated by his malady and death. Yet the impulse", hicb 
he had given to the Italian war still continued to act with energy 
and effect. The maritime towns, A,ncona, Crotana, Centumcellro, 
resisted the assaults of Totila. Sicily was reduced by the zeal of 
Artaban, and the Gothic navy was defeated near the coast of the 
.n.driatic. The two fleets were almost equal, forty-seven to fifty 
galleys: the victory was decided by the knowledge and dexterit,y 
of the Greeks; but the ships were so closely grappled, that only 
twelvo of t~e Goths escaped from this un,fortunate conflict. They 
affected to depreciate an element in whieh they were unskilled; 
but their own experience confirmed the truth of a maxim, thnt the 
master of the sea will always acquire the dominion (\f the land. 28 

After the loss of Germanus, the nations were provoked to smile, 
by the strange intelligence, that the command of the Roman armies 
was given to a eunuch. But the eunuch Narses 29 is ranked among 
the few who have rescued that unhappy name from the contempt 
and hatred of mankind. A feeble, diminutive body concealed the 
soul of a statesman and a warrior. His youth had been employed 
in the management of the loom and distaff, in the cares of the 
household, 'and the service of female luxury; but while his bands 

• See note 31, p. 189.-M. 
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were busy, he secretly exercised the faculties of a vigorous and 
tiisrerning mind. A stranger to the schools and the camp, he 
studied in the palace to dissemble, to flatter, and to persuade; 
and as soon as he approached the person of the emperor, Justinian 
listened with surprise and pleasure to the manly counsels of his 
chamberlain and private treasurer. 30 The talents of Narses were 
tried and improved in frequent embassies: he led an arffiy into 
Italy, acquired a practical knowledge of the war and the country, 
and presumed to strive with the genius of Belisarius. Twelve 
years after his return, the eunuch was chosen to achieve the con­
quest which had been left imperfect by the first of the Roman 
generals. Instead of being dazzled by vanity or emulation, he 
seriously declared that, unless he were armed with an adequate 
force, he would never consent to risk his own glory and that 01 
his sovereign. _ Justinian granted to the favorite what he might 
have denied to the hero: the Gothic war was rekindled from its 
ashes, and the preparations were not unworthy of the ancient 
~ajesty of the emplfe. The key of the public treasure was put 
mto his hand, to collect magazines, to levy soldiers, to purchase 
arms and horses, to discharge the arrears of pay, and to tempt the 
fidelity of the fugitives and, deserters. The t.roops of Germanus 
Were still in arms; they halted at f?alona in the expectation of a 
new leader j and legions of subjects and allies were created by 
the well-known 1iberality of the eunuch N arses. The king of 
the Lombards 31 satisfied or surpassed the obligations of a treaty, 
by lending two thousand two hundred 01 his bravest warriors, * 
who were followed by three thousand of their martial attendants. 
Three thousand Heruli fought on horseback under Philemuth, 
their native chief; and the noble Aratus, who adopted the 
manners and discipline of Rome, conducted a band of veterans 
of. the same nation. Dagistheus was released from prison to 
command the Huns; and Kobad, the grandson and nephew of 
t~e great king, was conspicuous by the regal tiara at the head of 
hIS faithful Pet:sians, who had devoted themselves to .the fortunes 
of their prince. 3:1 Absolute in the exercise of his- authority, more 
absolute in the affection of his troops, N arses led a numerous aLd 
gallant army from Philippopolis to Salona, from whence he coasted 

*. Gibbon has blindly followed the translation of l'tlaltrctus: Bis mille dncentos­
~hl~e the original Greek says expressly 7reVTaKO(1L01)S n Kat OtOxeALOVS, (Goth. 
lb. IV•• C. 26). In like manner (p. 188) he draws volunteers from GennanYl on the 
~n~hol"lty of Cousin, who, in one place, has mistaken Germanns for GermamR. Yet rna a few pages fUrther we find Gibbon loudly condemning the French and Latin 
cea ers of Procopius. hord Mahon, p. 403. The first 01" these errors remainlil un­
orrected in the new edition of the Byzantineli.-M. ~ 
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the eastern side of the Adriatic as far as the confines of Hal;. 
His progress was checked. ,The East could not supply vessel:! 
capable of transporting such multitudes of men and horses. The 
Franks, who, in the general confusion had usurped the greater 
part of the Venetian province, refused a free passage to the friends 
of the Lombards. The station of V Cl'ona was occupied by Teias, 
with the flower of the Gothic forces; and that skilful commander 
had overspread the adjacent country with the fall of woods and 
the inundation of waters. 33 In this perplexity, an officer of ex­
perience proposed a measure, secure by the appearance of rashness; 
that the Roman army should cautiously advance along the sea-shore, 
while the fleet preceded their march, and successively cast a 
bridge of boats over the mouths of the rivers, the Timavus, the 
Brenta, the Adige, and the Po, that fall into the Adriatic to the 
north of Ravenna. Nine days he reposed in the city, co11ectec1 
the fragments of the Italian army, and marched towards Rimini 
to meet the defiance of an insulting enemv. 

The prudence of Narses impelled him to speedy and decisive 
action. His powers were the last effort of the state; the cost of 
each day accumulated the enormous account; and the nations, 
untrained to discipline or fatigue, might he rashly provoked 
to turn their arms against each other, or a",ainst their benefactor, 
The same considerations might have tempered the ardor of Totilll, 
But he was conscious that the clergy and people of Italy aspired 
to a second revolution: he felt or suspected the rapid progress of 
treason; 3nd he resolved to risk th(} Gothic kingdom on the 
chance of a day, in which the valiant would be animated by 
instant danger, and the disaffected might be awed by mutual 
ignorance. In his march from Ravennu, the Roman general 
chastised the garrison of Rimini" traversed in a direct line tho 
hills of Urbino, and re-entered the Flaminian way, nine miles 
beyond the perforated rock, an obstucle of art and nature which 
might have stopped ,or retarded bis progress. 34 The Goths werc 
assembled ip, the neighborhood of Rome; they advanced without 
delay to seek a superior enemy, and the two armies approached each 
other at the distance of one hundted furlongs, between Tagina 3; 

and the sepulchres of the Gauls. 36 The haughty message of Narses 
was an offer, not of peace, but of pardon. The answer of the 
Gothic king declared his resolution to die or conquer. " "'hat 
day," said the messenger, "wilt you fix for the combat ?', " The 
eighth day," replied Totila; but early the next morning he 
attempted to surprise a foe, suspicious of deceit, and prepared for 
hattle. Ten thousand Heruli and LombardE!, of approved v~lol' 
and douhtful faith, were placed in the centre. Each of the wwga 
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was composed of eight thousand Romans; the right was guarded 
by the cavalry of tho Huns, the left was covered by fifteen hundred 
ell'osen horse. destined, according to the emergencies of artion, 
to sustain the retreat of their friends, or to encompass the flank 
of the enemy. From his proper station at the head of the right 
wing, the eunuch rode along the line, expressing hy his voice und 
countenance the assurance of victory; exciting the soldiers of the 
emperor to punish the guilt and madness of a band of robbers; 
und.exposing to their view gold chains, collars, and bracelets, the 
rewards of military virtue. From t4e event of a single combat 
they drew an omen of success; and they beheld. with pleasure the 
courage of fifty archers, who maintained a small eminence against 
three successive attncks of the Gothic cavalry. At the distance 
only of two bow-shots, the armies spent the morning in dreadful 
suspense, and the Romans tasted some necessury food, without 
unloosing the cuirass from their breast, or the bridle from their 
horses. Narses awaited the charge; and it was delayed by Totila 
till he had receiv~ his last succors of two thou'sand Goths. While 
he consumed the hoUl'S in fruitless treaty, the king exhibited in a 
narrow spac~ the strength and agility of a warrior. His armor 
was enchased with gold; his purple banner floa.ted with the wind: 
he cast his lance into the air; caught it wHh the right hand; 
shifted it to -the 1eft; threw himself backwards; recovered his 
seat; and managed a fiery steeed in all the paces and evolutions 
of the equestrian school. As soon as the succors had arrived, he 
retired to his tent, assumed the dress and arms of a private soldier, 
and gave the signal of battle.- The first line of cavalry advanced 
with. more courage than discretion, and left- bellind them the 
infantry of the second line. They were soon engaged between 
!he horns of a crescept, into which the adverse wings had been 
Insensibly curved, and were saluted from either side by the volleys 
of four thousand archers. Their ardor, and even their distress, 
drove them forwards to a close and unequal conflict, in which 
!hey could onI\" use their lances against an enemy equally skilled 
In all the instruments of war. A generous emulation inspired the 
Homans and their barbarian allies; and Narse3, wl10 calmly viewed 
and directed their efforts, doubted to whom he should adjudge 
the prize of superior bravery. The Gothic cavalry was astonished 
~nd disordered, pressed and broken; and the line of infantry, 
Instead of presenting their spears, or opening their intervals, were 
trampled under the feet of the flying horse. Six thousand of the 
Goths were slaughtered without mercy in the field of Tagina. 
Their prince, with five attendants, was overtaken by Asbad. of 

R. E. iii.-1 
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the race of the Gepidre. "Spare the king of Italy, " *cried. a loyal 
voice, and Asbad struck his lance through the body of Totila. 
The blow was instantly revenged by the faithful Goths: they 
transported their dying monarch seven miles beyond the scene of 
his disgrace; and his last moments were not imhittered by the 
presence of an enemy. Compassion afforded him the shelter of 
an obscure tomb j but the Romans were not satisfied of their 
victory, till they beheld the corpse of the Gothic king. His hat, 
enriched .with gems, and his bloody robe, were presented to Jus­
tinian by the messe.ngers of triumph. 37 

As soon as Narses baa. paid his devotions to the Author of vic~ 
tory, and the blessed Virgin, his peculiar patroness,38 he praised, 
rewarded, and dismissed the Lombards. The villages had been 
reduced to ashes by these valiant· savages; they ravished matrons 
and virgins on the altar j their retreat was diligently watched by 
a str,:mg detachment of regular forces, who prevented a repetition 
of the like disorders. The victorious eunuch pursued his march 
through Tuscany, accepted the submission of thq Goths, heard the 
acclamations, and often the complaints, of the Italians, and 
encompassed the walls of Rome with the remainder of his 
formidable host. Round the wide circumference, Nnrses assigned 
to himself, and to each of his lIeutenants, a real or a feigned attack, 
wile he silently marked the place of easy and unguarded entrance. 
Neither the fortifications of Hadrian's mole, nor of the port, could 
long dHlay the progress of the conqueror; and Justinian once 
more received the keys of Rome, which, under his reign, had been 
five times taken and recovered. 39 But the deliverance of Rome 
was the last calamity of the Roman people. The barbarian allies 
of Narses too frequently confounded the privileges of peace and 
war. The aespair of the flying Goths found some consolation 
in sanguinary revenge; and three hundred youths of the noblest 
families, who had been sent as hostages beyond the Po, were 
inhumanly slain by the successor of-Totila. The fate of the senate 
suggests an awful lesson of the vicissitude of human affairs. Of 
the senators whom Totila had banished from their country, some 
were rescued.by an officer of Belisarius, and transported from 
Campania to Sicily; while others were too guilty to confide in the 
clemency of Justinian, or too poor to provide horses for their 
escape to the sea-shore. Their brethren languished five years in.s 
state of indigence and exile: the victory of Narses revived thelr 
hopes; but their premature return to the metropolis was prevented 
by the furious Got.hs; and all the fortresses of Campania- we!: 

* "Dog. wilt thou strike thy Lord ?" was the more characteristic expression of 
the GothIC youth. l)rocop. lib. iv. p. 32. -M. 

http:recovered.39
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s~ained with patrician 40 blood. After a period of thirteen centu­
ries, the institution of Romulus expired; and if the nobles of 
Rome still assumed the title of senators, few subsequent traces can 
be discovered of a public council, or constitutional order. Ascend 
six hundred years, and contemplate the kings of the earth solicit­
ing an audience, as the slaves or freedmen of the Roman senate! 41 

The Gothic war was yet alive. The bravest of the nation re­
tired beyond the Po ~ and 'reias was unanimously cho'3en to suc­
ceed and revenge their departed hero. - The new king immedi­
ately sent ambassadors to implore l or rather to purchase, the aid 
of the Franks, and nobly lavished, for the public safety, the 
riches which had been depo~ited in the palace of Pavia. The 
residue of the royal treasure was guarded by his brother Aligern, 
at Cummn, in Campania; but the strong castle which Totiln had 
fortified was closely.besieged by the arms of Nurses. }1'rom the 
Alps to the foot of Mount Vesuvius, the Gothic king, by rapid 
and secret marches, advanced to the relief of his brother, eluded 
the vigilance of the Roman chiefs, and pitched his camp on the 
banks of the Surnus or Draco,42 which flows from Nuceria into the 
Bay of Naples. The river separated the two armies: sixty days 
Were consumed in distant and fruitless co~bats, and Teias main­
tained this iml)ortant post till he was deserted by his fleet and the 
hope of subsistence. With reluctant steps he ascended the Lacta­
rian monnt, where the physicians of Rome, since the time of 
Galen, had sent their patients for the benefit of the air and the 
~ilk. n But the Goths soon embraced a more generous resolu­
tIon : to descend the hill, to dismiss their horses, and to die in 
arms, and in the possession of Jreedom. The king marched at 
their head, bearing in his right hand a lance, and an ample buck­
ler in his left: with the one he struck dead the foremost of the 
assailants; with the other he received the weapons which every 
hand was ambitious to aim against his life. After the combat of 
~any hours, his left arm was fatigued by the weight of twelve 
Javelins which hung from his shield. Without moving from his 
ground, or suspending Ilis blows, the hero called aloud on his at­
tendants for a fresh buckler; bnt in the moment while his side 
w.as uncovered, it was pierced by a mortal dart. He fell; and 
hIS head, exalted on i/. spear, proclaimed to the nations that the 
Gothic kingdom was no more. But the example of his death 
se!'ved only to animate the companions who had sworn to perish 
'WIth their leader. They fought till darkness descended on the 
ea.rth. They reposed on their arms. The combat was renewed 
'WIth the return of light, and maintained with unarated vigor till 
the evening of the second day. The repose of a second night, tho 
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want of water, and the loss of their bravest champions, detH· 
mined the surviving Goths to accept the fair capitulation which 
the prudence of Narses was inclined to propose. They embraced 
the alternative of residing in Italy, as the subjects and soldiers of 
Justinian, or departing with a portion of their private wealth in 
liearch of some independent country.44 Yet the oath of fidelity 
or -exile was alike rejected by one thousand Goths, who broke 
away before the treaty was signed, and boldly effected their re~ 
treat to the walls of Pavia. The spirit, as well as the situation, 
of Aliger.n prompted him to imitate rather than to bewail his 
brother; a strong and dexterous archer, he transpierced with a 
'3ingle arrow the armor and breast of his antagonist; and his mIli­
tary conduct defended Cumru 41> above a year against the forces of 
the Romans. Their industry had scooped the Sibyl's cave (6 into 
a prodigious mine; combustible materials were introduced to con­
sume the temporary props: the wall and the gate of Cumre sunk 
into the cavern, but the ruins formed a deep and inaccessibl~ 
precipice. On the fragment of a rock Aligern stood alone and un­
shaken, till he calmly surveyed the hopeless condition of his 
country, and judged it more honorable to be the friend of Narses, 
than the slave of the Franks. After the death of Teias, the Ro­
man general separated his troops to reduce the cities of Italy: 
Lucca sustained a long and vigorous siege: and such was the hu'7 
manity or the pnldence of N arses, that the repeated perfidy of the 
inhabitants could not provoke him to exact the forfeit Iives of 
their hostages. These hostages were dismissed in safety; and 
their grateful zeal at length subdued the obstinacy of their coun­
trymen. n 

Before Lucca had surrendered, "Italy was overwhelmed by a new 
deluge of barbarians. A feeble youth, the grandson of Clovis, 
reigned over the Austrasians or oriental Franks. The guardians 
of Theodebald entertained with coldness and reluctance the mag­
nificent promises of the Gothic ambassadors. But the spirit of a 
martial peoplE' outstripped the timid counsels of the court: two 
brothers, Lothaire and Buccelin. 48 the dukes of the Alemanni, 
stood forth as the leaders of the Italian war; and seventy-five 
thousand Germans descended in the autumn from the Rhretian 
Alps into the plain of Milan. The vanguard of the Roman RTDl,. 

was stationed near the Po, under the conduct of Fulcaris, a bold 
Herulian, who rashly conceived that personal bravery was the sole 
duty and merit of a commander. As he marched without order 
or precaution along the lEmilian way, an ambuscade of Franks 
suddenly rose from the amphitheatre of Parma; his troops were 
8urprised and routed ; but their leader refused to fly ; declaring, 

http:Buccelin.48
http:country.44
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hJ the last moment, tbat death was less terrible than the angry 
countenance of Narses.*· ·The death of Fulcaris, and the retreat. 
of the surviving chiefs, decided the fluctuating and rebellious 
temper of the Goths; they flew to the standard of their deliver­
ers, and admitted them into the cities which still resisted the 
tums of the Roman general. The conqueror of Italy opened a free 
passage to the irresistible torrent of barbarians. They passed un­
der the walls of Cesena, and answered by threats and reproaches 
the advice of Aligern, t that the Gothic treasures could no longer 
repay the labor of an invasion-. Two thousand Franks were de­
stroyed by the skill and valor of Narses himself, who sailed from 
Rimini at the head of three hundred horse, to chastise the licen­
tious rapine of their march. On the confines of Samnium the two 
brothers divided their forces. With the right wing, Buccelin as­
sumed the spoil of Campania, Lucania, and Bruttium ; with the 
left, Lothaire accepted the plunder of Apulia and Calabria. They 
followed the coast of the Mediterranean and the Adriatic, as far as 
l{hegium and Otrant9, and the extreme lands of Italy were the 
term of their destructive progress. The Franks, who were Chris· 
tians and Catholics, contented themselves with simple pillage and 
occasional murder. But the churches which their piety had 
spared, were stripped by ~he sacrilegious hands of the Alemanni, 
who sacrificed horses' heads to their native deities of the woods 
and rivers: 49 they melted or profaned the consecrated vessels, 
and the ruins of shrines and altars were stained with the blood of 
the faithful. Buccelin was actuated by ambition, and Lothaire 
by avarice. The former aspired to restore the Gothic kingdom; 
the latter, after a promise to his brother of speedy succors, re­
turned by the same road to deposit his treasure beyond the Alps. 
The strength of their armies was already wasted by the change of 
ciiInate and contagion of disease: the Germans revelled in the 
vintage of Italy; and their own intemperance avenged, in some 
degree, the miseries of a defenceless people. t 

At the entrance of the spring, the Imperial troops, who had 
guarded the cities, assembled, to the number of eighteen thousand 
men, in the neighborhood of Rome. Their winter hours had not 
heen consumed in idleness. By the command, and after the ex­
~ple, of Narses, they repeated each day their military exercise 

* . '.' 'I"~V yl..t.:i'I"Tav Napaov /lE/l¢o/levT/v /lOt 'l"ij~ a/3ovAias. Agathias. 
t Ahgern, after the surrender of Cumre, bad been rent to Cesena by Narses.

Agatbias.-M. 
:\: A body of Lothaire's troops was defeated near Fano, some were driven down 

prc~ipices into the sea, others ti£'d to the camp; many prisoners seized the oppor­
tU.Di~y.ofmaking their escape; and the barbariauslost most of their booty in their 
PICClPltate retreat. Agathias.-M. 
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on foot and on horseback, accustomed their ear to obey the sound 
of the trumpet, and practised the steps and evolutions of the Pyr~ 
rhic dance. From the Straits of Sicily, Buccelin, with thirty 
thousand Franks and Alemanni, slowly moved towards Capua, oc­
cupied with a wooden tower the bridge of Casilinum, covered his 
right by the stream of the Vulturnus, and secured the rest of his 
encampment by a rampart of sharp stakes, and a circle of wagons, 
whose wheels were buried in the earth. He impatiently expected 
the return of Lothaire; ignorant, alas! that his brother could 
never return, and that the chief and his army had been swept 
away hy a strange disease flO on the banks of the Lake Benacus, 
between Trent and Verona. The banners of Narses soon ap­
proached the Vulturnus, and the eyes of Italy were anxiously fixed 
on the event of this final contest. Perhaps the talents of the Ro­
man general were most conspicuous in the calm operations which 
precede the tumult of a battle. His skilful movements intercept­
ed the subsistence of the barbarian, deprived him of the advan­
tage of the bridge and river, and in the choice of the ground and" 
moment of action reduced him to comply with the inclination of 
his enemy. On the morning of the important day, when the 
ranks were already formed, a servant, for some trivial fault, was 
killed by his master, one of the leaders of the Heruli. The jus­
tice or passion of Narses was awakened: he summoned the offender 
to his presence, and without listening to his excuses, gave the sig­
nal to the minister of death. If the cruel master had not infringed 
the laws of his nation, this arbitrary execution was not less unjust 
than it appears to have been imprudent. The Heruli felt the in­
dignity; they halted: but the Roman general, without soothing 
their rage, or expecting their resolution, called aloud, as the 
trumpets sounded, that unless they hastened to occupy their 
place, they would lose the honor of the victory. His troops were 
disposed 61 in a long front, the cavalry on the wings; in the cen­
tre, the heavy-armed foot; the archers and slingers in the rear. 
The Germans advanced in a sharp-pointed column, of the form of 
a triangle or solid wedge. They pierced the feeble centre of 
Narses, who received them with a smile into the fatal snare, and 
airected his wings of cavalry insensibly to wheel on their flanks 
and encompass their rear. The host of the Franks and Alemanni 
consisted of infantry: a sword and buckler hung by their side; 
and they used, as their weapons of offence, a weighty hatchet and 
a hooked javelin, which were only formidable in close combat, or 
at a short distance. The flower of the Roman archers, on horse~ 
back, and in complete armor, skirmished without peril round this 
immovable phalanx; supplied by active speed the deficiency of 
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number j and aimed their arrows against a crowd of barbarians, 
who, instead of a cuirass and helmet, were covered by a loose gar­
ment of fur or linen. They paused, they trembled, their ranks 
were confouJlded, and in the decisive moment the Heruli, prefer­
ring glory to revenge, charged with rapid violence the head of 
the column. Their leader, Sinbal, and Aligern, the Gothic 
prince, deserved the prize of superior valor j and their example 
incited the victorious troops to achieve with swords and spears 
the destruction of the enemy: Buccelin, and the greatest part of 
his army, perished on the field of battle, in the waters of the Vul­
turnus, or by the hands of the enraged peasants: but it may seem 
incredible, that a victory,62 which no more than five of the Ale­
manni survived, could be purchased with the loss of fourscore Ro­
mans. Seven thousand Goths, the relics of the war, defended the 
fortress of Campsa ti1l the ensuing spring; and every messenger 
of N arses announced the reduction of the Italian cities, whose 
names were cOlTupted by the ignorance or vanity of the Greek",. ~3 
After the battle of Casilinum, N arses entered the capital j the 
arms and treasures of the Goths, the Franks, and the Alemanni, 
were displayed; his soldiers, with garlands in their hands, 
chanted the praises of the conqueror; and Rome, ior the last 
time, beheld the sembla.nce of a triumph. . 

After a reign of sixty years, the throne of the Gothic kings was 
filled by the exarchs of Ravenna, the representatives in peace and 
war of the emperor of the Romhns. Their jurisdiction was soon 
reduced to the limits of a narrow province j but Narses himself, 
the first and most powerful of the exarchs, administered above fif­
teen years the entire kingdom of Italy. Like Belisarius, he had 
deserved the honors of envy, calumny, and disgrace: but the 
favorite eunuch still enjoyed the confidence of Justinian; or the 
leader of a victorious army awed and repressed the ingratitude of 
a timid court. Yet it was not by weak and mischievous indul­
gence that Narses secured the attachment of his troops. Forget­
ful of the past, and regardless of the future, they abused the 
present hour of prosperity and peace. The cities of .Italy re­
sounded with the noise of drinking and dancing: the spoils of 
victory were wasted in sensual pleasures; and nothing (says Aga­
~hias) remained unless to exchange their shields and helmets for 
the soft lute and the capacious hogshead. 04 In a mauly oration, 
not unworthy of a Roman censor, the eunuch reproved these dis­
orderly vices, which sullied their fame, and endangered their 
s.afety. The -soldiers blushed and obeyed j discipline was con­
firme~; the fortifications were restored ; a. duke was station ed for 
the (tefonce and military command of each of the principal 



198 TH;E DECLINE AND FALL 

cities ; ~5 and the eye of N arses pervaded the ample prospect from 
Calabria tu the Alps. The remains of the Gothic nation evacu­
ated the country, or mingled with the people; the Franks, in­
stead of revenging the death of Buccelin, abandoned, without a 
struggle, their Italian conquests; and the rebellious Sinbal, chief 
of the Heruli, was subdued, taken and hung on a lofty gallows by 
the inflexible justice of the exarch. fi6 The civil state of Italy, 
after the agitation of a long tempest, was fixed by a pragmatic 
sanction, which the emperor promulgated at the request of the 
pope. Justinian introduced his own jurisprudence into the schools 
and tribunals of the West: he ratified the acts of Theodoric and his 
immediate successors, but every deed was rescinded and abolished 
which force haa. extorted, or fear had subscribed, under the usurpa­
tion of Tutila. A moderate theory was framed to reconcile the rights 
of property with the safety of prescription, the claims of the state 
with the poverty of the people, and the pardon of offences with 
the interest of virtue and order of society. Under the exu.rchs 
of Ravenna; Rome was degraded to the second rank. Yet the 
senators were gratified by the permission of visiting their estates 
in Italy, and of approaching, without obstacle, the throne of Con. 
stantinople : the regulation of weights and measures was dele­
gated to the pope and senate; and the sa.laries of lawyers and 
physiciane, of orators and grammarians, were destined to preserve, 
or rekindle, the light of science in the ancient capital. Justinian 
might dictate benevolent edicts,"" and Narses might second his 
wishes by the restoration of cities, and more especially of 
churches. But the power of kings is most effectual to destroy; 
and the twenty years of the Gothic war had consummated the dis­
tress and depopUlation of Italy. As early as the fourth caIU­
paign, under the discipline of Belisarius himself, fifty thousand 
laborers died of hunger 08 in the narrow region of Picenum; og 

and a strict interpretation of the evidence of Procupius would 
swell the loss of Italy above the total sum of her present inhabi­
tants. 60 

I desire to believe, but I dare not affirm, that Belisarius sin­
cerely rejoiced in the triumph of Narses. Yet the consciousness 
of his own exploits might teach him to esteem without jeaJousy 
the merit of a rival; and the repose of the aged warrior was 
crowned by a last victory, which saved the emperor and the cap­
ital. The barbarians, who annually visited the provinces of Eu­
rope, were less discouraged by some accidental defeats, than they 
were excited by the double hope of spoil and of subsidy. In tho 
thirty-second winter of Justinian's reign, the Danube was deeply 
frozen: Zabergan led the cavalry of the Bulgarians, and hi~ stand· 
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ard was followed by a promiscuous multitude of Sc1avonians. * 
The savage chief passed, without opposition, the river and the 
mountains, spread his troops over Macedonia and Thrace, and ad­
vanced with no more than seven thousand llOrse to the long wall,. 
which should have defended the territory of Constantinople. But 
the works of man are impotent against the assaults of nature: a 
recent earthquake had shaken the foundations of the wall; and 
the forces of the empire were employed on the distant frontiers of 
Italy, Africa, and Persia. The seven schools, 61 or companies of the 
guards or domestic troops, had been augmented to the number of 
five thousand five hundred men, whose ordinary station was in 
the peaceful cities of Asia~ But the places of the brave Armeni­
ans were insensibly supplied hy lazy citizens, who purchased an 
exemption from the duties of civil life, without being exposed to 
the dangers of military service. Of such soldiers, few could be 
tempted to sally from the gates; and none could be l)ersuaded to 
remain in the field, unless they wanted strength and speed to es­
cape from the Bulgarians. The report of the fugitives exagger­
ated the numbers and fierceness of an enemy, who had polluted 
holy virgins, and abandoned new-born infants to the dogs and 
vultures; a crowd of rustics, imploring. food and protection, in­
creased the consternation. of the city, .and the tents of Zabergan 
Were pitched at the distance of twenty miles,62 on tbe banks of a 
small river, which encircles Melanthias, and afterwards falls into 
the Propontis. 63 Justinian trembled: and those who had only 
seen the emperor in his old age, were pleased to suppose, that he 
had lost the alacrity and vigor of his youth. By his command the' 
vessels of gold and silver were removed from the' churches in the 
l1eighborhood, and even the suburbs, of Constantinople; the ram­
parts were lined with trembling spectators; the golden gate was 
crowded with useless genel'als and tribunes, and the senate sbared 
the fatigues ana the apprehensions of the populace. 

But the eyes of the prince and people were directed to a feeble 
veteran, who was compelled by the public danger to reSUDle tbe 
armor in which he had entered Carthage and defended Rome. 
The horses of the royal stables, of private citizens, ind even of 
the circus, were hastily collected; the emulation of the old and 
young was roused by the name of Belisarius, and his first encamp .. 
ment was in the presence of a victorious enemy. His prudence, 
and the labor of the friendly peasants, secured, with a ditch llnd 
rampart, the repose of the night; innumerable fires, and clouds of 

'" Zabergan was king' of the Cutrlgours, a tribe of Hun!" who were neither Bul­
garians nor Sclavonians. St. Martin, vol. ix, p. 408-120.-JU. 
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dust, were artfully contrived to magnify the opmlOn of hie 
strength; his soldiers suddenly passed from despondency to pre­
sumption; and, while ten thousand voices demanded the battle, 
Belisarius dissembled his knowledge, that in the hour of trial he 
must depend on the firmness of three hundred veterans. The 
next morning the Bulgarian cavalry advanced to the charge. But 
they heard the shouts of multitudes, they beheld the arms and 
discipline of the front; thpy were assaulted on the flanks by two 
ambuscades which rose from the woods; their foremost warriors 
fell by the hand of the aged hero and his guard!;;; and the swift-. 
ness of their evolutions was rendered useless by the close attack 
and rapid pursuit of the Romans. In this action (so speedy was 
their flight) the Bulgarians lost only four hundred horse; but 
Constantinople was saved; and Zabergan, who felt the hand of. a 
master, withdrew to a respectful distance. But his friends were 
numerous in the councils of the emperor, and Belisarius obeyed 
with reluctance the commands of envy and Justinian, which for­
bade him to achieve the deliverance of his country. On his re­
turn to the city, the people, still conscious of their danger, accom­
panied his triumph with acclamations of joy and gratitude, which 
were imputed as a crime to the.victorious general. But when he 
entered the palace, the courtiers were silent, and the emperor, 
after a cold and thankless embrace, dismissed him to mingle with 
the train of slaves. Yet so deep was the impression of his glory 
on the minds of men, that Justinian, in the seventY-f.l.eventh year 
of his age, was encouraged to advance near forty miles from the 
capital, and to inspect in person the restoration of the long wall. 
The Bulgarians wasted the summer in the plains of Thrace; but 
they were inclined to peace by the failure of their rash attempts 
on Greece-and the Chersonesus. A menace of killing their pris­
oners quickened the payment of heavy ransoms; and the depart­
ure of Zaberg:m was hastened by the report, that double-prowed 
vessels were built on the Danube to intercept his passage. The 
danger was soon forgotten; and a vain question, whether their 
sovereign had shown more wisdom or weaklleRs, amused the idle~ 
ness of the city. 64 

About two years after the last victory of Belisarius, the em­
peror returned from a Thracian journey of health, or business, or 
devotion. Justinian was afflicted by a pain in his head; and his 
private entry countenanced the rumor of his death. Before the 
third hour of the day, the bakers' shops were plundered of their 
bread, the houses were shut, and every citizen, with hope or ter­
ror, prepared for the impending tumult. The senators them· 
selves, fearful and suspicious, were convened at the ninth nour; 
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and the prrefect received their commands to visit every quarter of 
the city, and proclaim a general illumination for the recovery of 
the emperor's health. The ferment subsided; hut every accident 
betrayed the impotence of the government, and the factious tern' 
per of the people: the guards were dispused to mutiny as often as 
their quarters were changed, or their pay wa~ withheld: the fre­
quent calamities of fires and earthquakes afforded the opportuni­
ties of disorder j the disputes of the. blues and greens, of the or­
thodox and heretics, degenerated into bloody battles j and in the 
presence of the Persian ambassador, Justinian blushed for himself 
and for his subjects. Capricious pardon and arbitrary punish­
ment imbittered the irksomeness and discontent of a long reign : 
a conspiracy was formed in the palace j and, unless we are de­
ceived by the names of :Marcellus and Scrgius, the most virtuous 
and the most profligate of the courtiers were associated in the 
sume designs. They had fixed the time of the execution j their 
runk gave them access to the royal banquet j and their black 
slaves 65 were stationed in the vestibule and porticos, to announce 
the death of the tyrant, and to excite a sedition in the capital. 
But the indiscretion of an accomplice saved the poor remnant of 
the days of Justinian. The conspirators wer~ detected and 
seized, with daggers hidden under their garments: :Marcellus 
died by his own hand, and Sergius was dragged from the sanctu­
ary.60 Pressed hy remorse, Jr tempted by the hopes of safety, he 
accused two o,fficers of the household of Belisarius ; and torture 
forced them to declare, that they had acted according to the secret 
instructions of their patron. 61 Posterity will not hastily believe 
that a hero who, in the vigor of life, had disdained the fairest 
offers of ambition and revenge, should stoop to the murder of his 
prince, whom he could not long expect to survive. His followers 
'Were impatient to fly; but flight must have been supported by re­
bellion, and he had lived enough for nature and for glory. Beli­
sarius appeared before the council with less fear than indignation: 
after forty years' service, the emperor had prejudged his guilt; 
and injustice was sanctified by the presence and authority of the 
patriarch. The life of Belisarius was graciously spared; but his 
fortunes were sequestered, and, from December to July, he was 
guarded as a prisoner in his own palace. At length his innocence 
Was acknowledged; his freedom and honors were restored; and 
death, which might be hastened by resentment and grief, re­
moved him from the world about eight months after his deliver­
ance. The name of Belisarius can never die: but instead of the 
funeral, the monuments, the statues, 80 justly due to his memory, 
I only read, that his treasures, the spoils of the Goths ftI!.d Van­
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daIs, were immediately confiscated by the emperor. Some decent 
portion was reserved, however, for the use of his widow: and as 
Antonina had much to repent, she devoted the last remains of her 
life and fortune to the foundation of a convent. Such is the sim­
ple and genuine narrative of the fall of Belisarius and the ingrati­
tude of JustiBian. 68 That he was deprived of his eyes, and 
reduced by envy to beg his bread,* "Give a penny to Belisarius 
the general I" is a fiction of later times,69 which has obtained 
credit, or rather favor, as a strange example of the vicissitudes 
of fortune. 10 

If the emperor could rejoice in the death of Belisarius, he en­
joyed the base satisfaction only eight months, the last period of a 
reign of thirty-eight years, and a life of eighty-three years. It 
would be difficult to trace the character of a prince who is not the 
most conspicuous object of his own times: but the confessions of 
an enemy may be received as the safest evidence of his virtues. 
The resemblance of Justinian to the bust of Domitian, is mali­
ciously urged; 11 with the acknowledgment, however, of a well­
proportioned figure, a ruddy complexion, and a pleasing counte­
nance. The emperor was easy of access, patient of hearing, cour­
teous and affable in discourse, and a master. of the angry passions 
which rage with such destructive violence in the breast of a 
despot. Procopius praises his temper to reproach him with calm 
and deliberate cruelty: but in the conspiracies which attacked 
his authority and person, a more candid judge will approve the 
justice, or admire the clemency, of Justinian. He excelled in the 
private virtues of chastity and temperance: but the impartial 
love of beauty would have been less mischievous than his conjugal 
tenderness for Theodora; and his abstemious diet was regulated, 
not by the prudence of a philosopher, but the superstition of a 
monk. His repasts were short and frugal: on solemn fasts, he 
contented himself with water and vegetables; and such was his 
strength, as well as fervor, that he frequently passed two days, 
and as many nights, without tasting any food. The measure of 
his sleep was not less rigorous: after the repose of a single hour, 
the body was awakened by the soul, and, to the astonishment of 
his chamberlains, Justinian walked or studied till the morning 
light. Such restless application prolonged his time for the acqui­
sition of knowledge 72 and the despatch of business, and he might 

* Le Beau, following Alemannus, conceives that Belisarius was confounded with 
John of Cappa do cia, who was thus reduced to beggary (vol. ix. p. 58, 449). Lord 
Mahon has, with considerable learning, and on the authority of a yet unquoted
writer of the eleventh century. endeavored to re-establish the old traditioil. I can­
not acknowledge that I have been convinced, and am inclined to subscribe to the 
theory ,ot Le Beau.-M. 
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seriously deserve -the reproach of confounding, by minute and pre. 
posterous diligence, the general order of his administration. The 
emperor professed himself a musician and architect, a poet and 
philosopher, a lawyer and theologian; and if he failed in the en­
terprise of reconciling the Christian sects, the review of the Jio­
man jurisprudence is a noble monument of his spirit and industry. 
In the government of the empire. he was less wise, or less success­
ful: the age was unfortunate; the people was oppressed and dis­
contented; f)'heodora abused her power; a succession of bad 
ministers disgraced his judgment ; and Justinian was neither be­
loved in his life, nor regretted at his death. The love of fame 
was deeply implanted in his breast, but he condescended to the 
poor ambition of titles, honors, and contemporary praise; and 
while he labored to fix the admiration, he forfeited the esteem 
and affection, of the Romans. The design of the African and 
Italian wars was boldly conceived and executed j and his penetra­
tion discovered the talents of Belisarius in the camp, of Narses in 
the palace. But the name of the emperor is eclipsed by the 
names of his victorious generals; and Belisarius still lives, to up­
braid the envy and ingratitude of his sovereign. The partial 
favor of mankind applauds the genius of a conqueror, who leads 
and directs his subjects in the exercise of arms. The characters 
of Philip the Second and of Justinian are distinguished by the 
cold ambition which delights in war, and declines the dangers of 
the field. Yet a colossal statue of bronze represented the emperor 
on horseback, preparing to march against the Persians in the habit 
and armor of AchiHes. In the great square before the church of 
St. Sophia, this monument was raised on a brass column and a 
stone pedestal of seven steps; and the pillar of Theodosius, which 
weighed seven thousand fOUT hundred pounds of silver. was re­
moved from the same place by the avarice and vanity of Justinian. 
Future princes were more just 01' indulgent to his memory; the 
elder Andronicus, in the beginning of the fourteenth century, re­
paired and beautified his equestriBR statue: since the faJI of tIle 
empire it has been melted into cannon by the victorious Turks. 73 

I shall conclude this chapter with the comets, the earthquakes, 
and the plague, which astonished or afflicted the age of Justinian. 

I. In the fifth year of his reign, and in the month of SCI)tem­
bel', a comet 7( was seen during twenty days in the western quar­
t~r of the heavens, and which shot its rays into the north. Eight 
years afterwards, while the SUD was in Capricorn; another comet 
appeared to follow in the Sa.gittalY ; the size was gradually in' 
cteasing ; the head was in the ~ast, the tail in the west, and it re­
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mained visible above forty days. The nations, who gazed with 
nstonishment, expected wars and calamjties from their baleful in­
fluence; and these expectations were abundantly fulfilled. The 
astronomers dissembled their ignorance of the nature of these 
blazing stars, which they affected to represent as the floating 
meteors of the air; and few among them embraced the simpl3 
notion of Seneca and the Chaldeans, that they are only planets of 
a longer period and more eccentric motion. 71'> Time and science 
have jnstified the conjectures and predictions of the Roman sage: 
the telescope has opened new worlds to the eyes of astronomers; 76 

and, in the narrow space of history and fable, one and the same 
comet is already found to have revisited the earth in seven equal 
revolutions of five hundred and seventy-five years. Thefil'st, 77 

which ascends beyond the Christian rora one thousand seven hun­
dred and sixty-seven years, is coeval with Ogyges, the father of 
Grecian antiquity. And this appearance explains the tradition 
which Varro has'preserved, that under his reign the planet Venus 
changed her color, size, figure, and course; a prodigy without ex­
ample either in past or succeeding ages. 78 The second visit, in the 
year eleven hundred and ninety-three, is darkly implied in the 
fable of Electra, the seventh of the Pleiads, who have been re­
duced to six since the time of the Trojan war. That nymph, the 
wife of Dardanus, was unable to support -the ruin of her country: 
she abandoned the dances of her sister orbs, fled from the zodiac 
to the north pole, and obtained, from her dishevelled locks, the 
name of the comet. The third period expires in the year six hun­
dred and eighteen, a date that exactly agrees with the tremendous 
comet of the Sibyl, and perhaps of Pliny, which arose in the west 
two generations before the reign -of Cyrus. The fourth appari­
tion, forty-four years before tht: birth of Christ, is of all others 
the most splendid and important. After the death of Cresar, a 
long-haired star was conspicuou~ to Rome and to the nations, dur­
ing the games which were exhibited by young Octavian in honor 
of Venus and his uncle. The vulgar opinion, that it conveyed to 
heaven the divine soul of the dictator, was cherished and conse­
crated by the piety of a statesman; while his secret superstition 
referred the comet to the glory of his own times. 79 The fifth visit 
has been already ascribed to the fifth year of Justinian, which 
coincides with the five hundred and thirty-first of the Christian 
rora. And it may deserve notice, that in this, as in the preceding 
instance, the comet was folIo\Xed, though at a longer interval, by 
a remarkable paleness of the sun. The sixth return, in the year 
elev-en hundred and six, is recorded by the chronicles of Europe 
And China : and in the first fervor of the crusade8~ tht; Christians 
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lnd th3 }fahometans might surmise, with equal reason, that it por­
tended the destruction of the Infidels. The seventh phenomenon, 
of one thousand six hundred and eighty, was presented to the 
eyes of an enlightened age. 80 The philosophy of Bayle dispelled 
a prejudice which Milton's muse had so recently adorned, that the 
comet. "from its horrid hair shakes pestilence and war." 81 Its 
road in the heavens was observed with exquisite skill by Flamstead 
and Cassini; and the mathematical science of Bernoulli, N ew­
ton,* and Halley. investigated the law~of its revolutions. At the 
eighth period, in the year two thousand three hundred and fifty­
five, their calculations 11lay perhrt\)s be verified by the astronomers 
of some future capitnl in the Siberian or American wilderness. 

II. The near approach of a comet may injure or destroy the 
globe which we inhabit; but the changes on its surface have been 
hitherto produced by the action of volcanoes and earthquakes. 82 

The nature of the soil may indicate the countries most exposed to 
these formidable concussions, since they are caused by subterrane­
ous fires, and such fires are kindled by the union and fermenta­
tion of iron nnd sulphur. But their times and effects appear to lie 
beyond the reach of human curiosity; and the philosopher will 
discreetly abstain from the prediction of earthquakes, till he has 
counted the drops of water that silently filtrate on the inflamma­
ble mineral, and measured the caverns which increase b;y resis­
tance the explosion of the imprisoned air. Without assigning the 
cause, history will distinguish the periods in which these calami­
tous events have been rare or frequent, and will observe, that this 
fever of the earth raged with uncommon violence during the teign 
of Justinian.83 Each year is marked by the repetition of ea,rth­
quakes, of such duration, that Constantinople has been shaken 
above forty days; of such extent, that the shock has been com­
municated to the whole surface of the globe, or at least of the Ro­
man empire. An impulsive or vibratory motion was felt: enor­
mous -chasms were opened, huge and heavy bodies were dis­
charged into the air, the sea alternately advanced and retreated 
beyond its ordinary bounds, and a mountain was torn from Libur 
nus, ~4 and cast into the waves, where it protected, as a mole, the 
new harbor of Botrys 8& in Phrenicia. The st~oke that agitates an 
ant-hill may crush the insect-myriads in the dust; yet truth must 
extort confession that man has industriously labored for his own 
destruction. The institution of great cities, which include a nation 
within the limits of a wall, almost realizes the wish of Caligula, 
~hat the Roman people had but one neck. Two hundred and 

* Compare Pingr., Histoire des Com~tes.-M. 
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fifty thousand persons are said to have perished in the earthquake 
of Antioch, whose domestic multitudes were swelled by the con~ 
flux of strangers to the festival of the Ascension. The loss of 
Berytus 86 was of smaller account, but of much greater value. 
That city, on the coast of Phrehicia, was illustrated by the study 
of the civil law, which opened the surest road to wealth and dig· 
nity : the schools of Berytus were filled with the rising spirits of 
the age, and lOany a youth was lost in the earthquake, who might 
have lived to be the scourge or the guardian of his country. In 
these disasters, the architect becomes the enemy of mankind. 
'1'he hut of a savage, or the tent of an Arab, may be thrown down 
without injury to the inhabitant; and the Peruvians had reason 
to deride the folly of their Spanish conquerors, who with so much 
cost and labor erected their own sepulchres. The rich marbles of 
a patrician are dashed on his own head: a whole people is buried 
under the ruins of public and private edifices, and the conflagra· 
tion is kindled and propagated by the innumerable fires which are 
necessary for the subsistence and manufactures of a great city. 
Instead of the mutual sympathy which might comfort and assist 
the distressed, they dreadfully experience the vices and passions 
which are released from the fear of punishment: the tottering 
houses are pillaged by intrepid avarice; revenge embraces the 
moment, and selects the victim; and the earth often swallows the 
assassin, or the ravisher, in the consummation of their crimes. 
Superstition involves the present danger with invisible terrors; 
and if the image of death may sometimes he subservient to the 
virtue or repentance of individuals, an affrighted people is more 
forcibly moved to expect the end of the world, or to deprecate 
with servile homage th.e wrath of an avenging Deity. 

III. 1Ethiopia and Egypt have been stigmatized, in every age, 
as the original source and seminary of the plague. 87 In a damp, 
hot, stagnating ail', this African fever is generated from the putre­
faction of animal substances, and especially from the swarms of 
locusts, not less destructive. to mankind in their death than in 
their lives. The fatal disease which depopulated the earth in the 
time of Justinian and his successors,88 first appeared in the neigh­
borhood of Pelusium, between the Serbonian bog and the eastern 
channel of the Nile. From thence, tracing as it were a double 
path, it spread to the East, over Syria, Persia, and the Indies, 
and penetrated to the West, along the coast of Africa, and over 
the cont~nent of Europe. In the spring of the second year, Con­
stantinople, during three or four months, was visited by the pesti.­
lence j and Procopius, who observed its progress and symptoms 
with the eyes of a physician, ~J has emulated the skill ann elili­
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gence of Thucydides in the description of the plague of Athens. ~o 
The infection was sometimes announced by the visions of a dis­
tempered fancy, and the victim despaired as soon as he had beard 
the menace and felt the stroke of an invisible spectre. But the 
great~r number, in their beds, in the streets, in their usual occupa­
tion, were surprised by a slight fever; so slight, indeed, that 
neither the pulse nor the color of the patient gave any signs of the 
approaching danger. The same, the next, or the succeeding- day, 
it was declared by the swelling of the glands, particularly those 
of the groin, of the armpits, and under the ear; and when these 
buboes or tumors were opened, they were found to contain a coal, 
or black substance, of the size of a lentil. If they came. to a just 
swelling and suppuration, the patient was saved by this kind and 
natural discharge of the morbid humor. But if they continued 
hard and dry, a mortification quickly ensued, and the fifth day 
was commonly the term of his life. The fever was often accom­
panied with lethargy or delirium; the bodies of tbe sick were 
covered with black pustules or carbuncles, tIle symptoms of imme­
diate death; and in the constitutions too feeble to produce an 
irruption, tile vomiting of blood was followed by a mortification 
of the bowels. To pregnant women the plague was generally 
mortal: yet one infant was drawn alive from its dead mother, and 
three mothers survived the loss of their infected fcetus. Youth 
was the most perilous season; and the female sex was less suscep­
tible than the male: but every rank and profession was attacked 
with indiscriminate rage, and many of tho~e who escaped were 
deprived of the use of their speech, without being secure from a. 
return of the· disorder. III The physicinns of Constantinople were 
zealous and skilful; but their art was baffled by the ~various 
symptoms and pel'tinacious vehemence of the disease: the same 
remedies were productive of contrary effects, and the event capri­
ciOusly disappointed their prognostics of death or recovery. The 
order of funerals, and the right of sepulchres, were confounded: 
\>~10se who were left without friends or servants, lay unburied in 
the streets, or in their desolate houses; and a magistrate was au­
thorized to collect the promiscuous heaps of dead bodies, to 
transport them by land or water, and to inter them in deep pits 
beyond the precincts of the city. Their own danger, and the 
prospect of public distress, awakened some remorse in the minds 
of the most vicious of mankind; the confidence of health again 
revived their passions and habits; but philosophy mm;t disdain 
the ouservation of Procopius, that the lives of such men were 
guarded by the peculiar favor of fortune or Providence. He for­
gut, or perha{)s he secretly recollected, that the plague had 
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touched the person of Justinian himself j but the abstemious diet 
of the emperor may suggest, as in the case of Socrates, a more 
rational and honorable cause fOf his recovery. 92 During his sick­
ness, the public constern!1.tion was expressed in the habits of the 
citizens; and theif idleness and despondence occasioned a general 
scarcity in the capital of the East. 

Contagion is the inseparable symptom of the plague; which, by 
mutual respiration, is transfused from the infected persons to the 
lungs and stomach of those who approach them. Whill3 philoso­
phers believe and tremble, it is singular, that the existence of a 
real danger should have been denied by a people most prone to 
vain and imaginary terrors. 93 Yet the fellow-citizens of Procopius 
were satisfied, by some short and partial experience, that the in­
fection could not be gained by the closest conversation: 94 and 
this persuasion might support the assiduity of friends or physi­
cians in the care of the sick, whom inhuman prudence would 
have condemned to solitude and despair. But the fatal security, 
like the predestination of the Turks, must have aided the pro­

. gress of the contagion; and those salutary precautions to which 
Emope. is indebted for her safety, were unknown to the govern­
ment of Justinian. No restraints were imposed on the free and 
frequent intercourse of the Roman provinces: from Persia to 
France, the nations were mingled and infected by wars and emi­
grations ; and the pestilential odor which lurks for years in a bale 
of cotton was imported, by the abuse of trade, into the most dis­
tant regions. The mode of its propagation is explained by the 
remark of Procopius himself, that it always spread from the sea­
coast to the inland country: the most sequestered islands and 
mountains were successively visited; the places which had 
c<Laped the fury of its first passage were alone exposed to the 
contagion of the ensuing year. The winds might diffuse that 
subtile venom; but unless the atmosphere be previously disposed 
for its reception, the plague would soon expire in the cold or tem­
perate climates of the earth. Such was the univW"sal corruption 
of the air, that the pestilence which burst forth in the fifteenth 
year of Justinian was not checked or alleviated by any differencp­
of the seasons. In time, its first malignity was abated and dis­
persed, the disease alternately languished and revived; but it wa~ 
not till the end of a calamitous period of fifty-two years, that 
mankind recovered their health, or the air resumed its pure and 
salubrious quality. ~o facts have been preserved to sust?-in ap 
account, or even a conJecture, of the numbers that perished III thIS 
extraorriinary mortality. I only find, that during three months, 
five, and at length ten, thousand persons died each day at Con 
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stantinople; that many cities of the East were left vacant, and 
that in several districts of Italy the harvest and the vintage 
withered on the ground. The triple scourge of war, pestilence, 
and famine, affiicted the subjects of Justinian; and his reign is 
disgraced by a visible decrease of the human species, which has 
never bee~ repaired in some of the fairest countries of the globe. 95 

CHAPTER XLIV.* 
IDEA OF THE ROl\fAN JURISPRUDENCE. -THE LAWS OF THE KINGS. 

-THE TWELVE TABLES OF THE DECEMVIRS.-THE LAWS OF 
THE PEOPLE.-THE DECREES OF THE SENATE.-THE EDICTS OF 
THE MAGISTRATES AND EUPERORS.-AUTIIORITY OF THE CIVIL­
IANS.~CODE, PANDECTS, NOVELS, AND INSTITUTES OF JUSTIN­
IAN :-1. RIGHTS OF PERSONS.-II. RIGHTS OF THINGS.-Uf. 
PRrv-ATE INJURIES AND ACTIONS.-IV. CRIMES AND PUNISH­
lIIENTS. 

TilE vain titles of the victories of Justinian are crumbled into 
dust; but the name of the legislator is inscribed on a fair and 
cyerlasting monument. Under his reign, and by his care, the 
CIvil jurisprudence was digested in the immortal works of the 
CODE, the P ANDECTS, and the lr,STITUTES : 1 the public reason o~ 
the Romans has been silently or studiously transfused into the do­
mestic institutions of Europe, ~ and the laws of Justinian still 
command the respect or obedience of independent nations. Wise 
or fortunate is the prince who connects his own rep~tation with 
the honor and interE''3t of a perpetual order of men. 1'he defence 
o! their founder is the til·st cause, which in every age has exer­
cIsed the zeal and industry of the civilians. They piously com­
memorate his virtues; dissemble or deny his failings; and fiercely 
chastise the guilt or folly of the rebels, who presume to sully the 

7futhe note~ to this. important chapter, which is received as thl:: text-book on 
elVl] Law in some of the foreia'n universities, I have con~ulted, I. The newly dis­
cOvered Institutes of Gaius «~aii Institutiones, ed_ Goeschcn, Berlin, 1524), with 
8?llle other fragments of the RQman law (Codicis Theodo;;;iani Fragmcnta inedita, 
a) Amadeo Peyron, Tnrin, 1824). II. 'fhe IIistory of the Roman Law. by Profes­
~or H!lgO, in the French tr'lll!'lation of M. Jourdan, Paris. 182.';. III_ Sa\-igny, 
~Ve8Ch!(;hte des Romischcn Rechts im Mittelalter, 6 hande, Heidelberf!. 1815. IV. 

alther, R5mische Rechts-Gcschichte, Bonn, 183-1 But I urn particularly indebted 
to an edition of the French translation of this chapter, with ad(htional notes, by 
tl?c- of the most learned civilians of Europe, Professor WarnkOni/$", published at 
l~gc, 1821. I have inserte(l almost the woote of these notes, WhlCh are dlt!tin· 

gnlshed by the letter W.-l\I. 
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majesty of the purple. The idolatry of love has provoked, as it 
usually happens, the rancor of opposition; the chr"acter of Jus· 
tinian has been exposed to the blind vehemence of flattery and in­
,ective; and the injustice of a sect (the Anti-Trilxmians) has re­
fused all praise and merit to the prince, his ministers, and his 
Jaws. S Attached to no party, interested only for the truth and 
candor of history, and directed by the most temperate and skilful 
guides,4 I enter with just diffidence on the subject of civil law, 
which has exhausted so many learned lives, and clothed the walls 
of such spacious libraries. In a single, if possible in a short, 
chapter, I shall trace the Roman jurisprudence from Romulus t() 
.Justinian,5 appreciate the labors of that emperor, and pause to 
contemplate the principles of a science so important to the peace 
and happiness of society. The laws of a nation form the most in­
structive portion of its history; and, although I have devoted 
myself to write the annals of a declining monarchy, I shall em­
brace the occasion to breathe the pure and invigorating air of the 
republic. 

'file primitive government of Rome 6 was composed, with soma 
political skill, of an elective king, a council of nobles, and a gen, 
eral assembly of the people. War and religion were administered 
by -the supreme magistrate; and he alone proposed the laws, 
which were debated in the senate, and finally ratified or rejected 
by a majority of votes in the thirty curim or parishes of tIle city. 
Romulus, Numa, and Servius Tullius, are celebrated as the most 
ancient legislators; and each of them claims his peculiar part in 
the threefold division of jurisprudence. 1 The laws of marriage, 
the education of children, and the authority of parents, which 
may seem to draw their origin from nature itself, arc ascribed to 
the untutort!d wisdom of Romulus. The law of p,ations and of 
religious worsllip, which Numa introduced, was derived from his 
nocturnal converse with the nymph Egeria. The civil law is at­
tributed to the experience of 8ervius : he balanced the rights and 
fortunes of the seven classes of citizens; and guarded, by fifty 
new regUlations, the observance of contracts and the punishment 
of crimes. The state, which he had inclined towards a democ• 
racy, was changed by the last Tarquin into a lawless despotism; 
and when the kingly office was abolished, the patricians'engrossed 
the benefits of freedom. The royal laws became odious or obso· 
lete; the mysterious deposit was silently preserved hy the priests 
and nobles; and, at the end of sixty years, the citizens of Rome 
still complained that they were ruled by the arbitrary sentence of 
the magistrates. Yet the positive instituHons of the kings had 
blended themselves with the. public and private manners of the 
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city; some fragments of that venerable jurisprudence 8 were com­
yiled by the diligence of antiquarians,9 and above twenty texts 
8tm speak the rudeness of the Pelasgic idiom of the Latin&.IO 

I shall not repeat the well-known story of the Decemvirs,11 who 
sullied by their actions the honor of inscribing on brass, or wood, 
or ivory, the TWELVE T.ABLES of the Roman laws. 12 They were 
dictated by the rigid and jealous spiIit of an aristocracy, which 
had yielded with reluctance to the just demands of the people. 
But the substance of the Twelve Tables was adapted to the state 
of the city; and the Romans had emerged from barbarism, since,' 
they were capable of studying and embracing the institutions of 
their more enlightened neighbors.* A wise Ephesian was driven 
by envy from his native country: before he could reach the 
shores of Latium, lIe had observed the various forms of human 
nature and civil society: he imparted his knowledge to the legis­
lators of Rome, and a statue was crected in the forum to the per­
petual memory of Hcrmodorus. 13 The names and divisions of the 
copper money, the sole coin of the infant state, were of Dorian 
origin: 14 the harvests of Campania and Sicily relieved the wants 
of a people whose agriculture was often interrupted by war and 
fa?tion; and since the trade was establishert,16 the deputies who 
saIled from the Tyber might l'eturn from the same harbors with a 
more precious cargo of political wisdom. The colonies of Great 
Greece had transported and improved the arts of tlwir mother 
country. Cumre and Rhegium, Crotona and Tarentum, Agrigen­
tum and Syracuse, were in the rank of the most flourishing cities. 
The disciples of Pythagoras applied philosophy to the uso of gov­
ernment; the unwritten laws of Charondas accopted the aid of 
poetry and music, 16 and Zaleucus framed the republic of the Locri­
ans, which stood without alteration above two hundred years. 11 

From a similar motive of national pride, b()th Livy and Dionysius 
are willing to believe, that the deputies of Rome visited Athens 
under the wise and splendid administration of Pericles; and the 
laws of Solon were transfused into the twelve tables. If such an 
e?lbassy had indeed been received from the barbarians of Hespe­
fla, the Roman name would have been familiar to the Greeks be­
fore the reign of Alexander; 18 and the faintest evidence would 
~~ave been explored and celebrated hy the curiosity of succeeding 
llme~. But the Athenian monuments are silent; nor will it seem 
cre~lbl~ that the patricians should undertake a long and perilous 
nav.lgatlOn to copy the purest model of a democracy. In the com­
panson of the tables of Solon with those of tho Decemvirs, some 
~---------------------------------------------------

* Compare Niebuhr, vol. ii. p. 3-19, etc.-~r. 
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casual resemblance may be found; some rules which nature nne\ 
reason have revealed to every society; some proofs of a CuIllmon 
descent from Egypt or Phamicia. 19 But in all the great lines of 
public and private jurisprudence, the legislators of Rome and 
Athens appear to be strangers or adverse at each other. 

Whatever might be the origin or the merit of the Twelve 
Tables,20 they obtained among the Romans that blind and partial 
j'everence wh.ieh the lawyers of every country delight to bestow 
on their municipal institutions. The study is recuIllmendetl uy 
Cicero 21 as equally pleasant and instructive. " They amuse the 
mind by the remembrance of old words :md the portrait of ancient 
manners; they inculcate the soundest principles of governmCl~t 
and morals j and I am not afraid to affirm, that the brief compoSI­
tion of the Decemvirs surpasses in genuine value the libraries of 
Grecian philosophy. How admirable, ,,~ says Tully, with honest 
or affected prejudice, " is the wisdom of our ancestors! We alone 
are the masters of civil prudence, and our superiority is the more 
conspicuom;, if we deign to cast our eyes on the rude and almost 
ridiculous jurisprudence of Draco, of Solon, and of Lycurgus." 
The Twelve Tables were committed to the memory of the young 
and meditation of the old; they were transcribed and illustrated 
with learned diligence; they had escaped the flames of the Gauls, 
they subsisted in the age of Justinian, and their subsequent los'l 
has been imperfectly restored by the labors of modern critics. 2~ 
But although these venerable monuments were considered as the 
rule of right and the fountain of justice, ~3 they were overwhelmed 
by the weight and variety of new laws, which, at the end of five 
centuries, became a grievance more intolerable than the vices of 
the city. ~4 Three thousand brass plat.es, the acts of the senate of 
the people, were deposited in the Capitol: 25 and some of the acts, 
as the Julian law against extortion, surpassed the number of a 
hundred chapters. ~6 The Decemvirs had neglected to import the 
sanction of Zaleucus, whi.ch so long maintained the integrity of 
his republic. A Locrian, who proposed any new law, stood fort}} 
in the assembly of the people with a cord round his neck, and If 
the law was rejected, the innovator was instantly strangled. 

The Decemvirs had been named, and their tables were ap­
proved, by an assembly of the centuries, in which riches prepon­
derated against numbers. 1'0 the first class of Romnns, the pro­
prietors of one hundred thousand pounds of copper,:J1 ninety-.eIght 
votes were assigned, and only ninety-five were left for the SIX 111­
ferior classes, distributed according to their substanctl by the art­
ful policy of. Servins. But the tribunes soon established a n:or~ 
specious and popular maxim, that every citizen has an equal ng 1 
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to rnact the laws w}lich he is bound to obey. Instead of the een.. 
tlll'ies, they convened the tribes j and the patricians, after an im­
potent struggle, submitted to the.decrees of an assemhly, in which 
their votes were confounded with those of the meanest plebeians. 
Yet as long as the tribes successively passed over narrow bridges, 28 

and gave their voices aloud, the conduct of each citizen was ex­
posed to the eyes and ears of his fri~nds and countrymen. The 
lIlsolvent debtor consulted the wishes of his creditor; the client 
would have blushed to oppose the views of his patron; the gen­
?ral was followed by Ids veterans, and the uspect of a grave mag­
J~tl'ate was a living lesson to the multitude. A new method of 
secret ballot abolislu'd the influence of fear and slwme, of honor 
und interest, and the abuse of freedom accelerated the progress of 
allarchy and despotism. 2u The Romans had aspired-to be equal; 
they were levelled ,by the equality of servitude; and the dictates 
of Augustus were patiently:.. ratified by the formal consent of the 
tribes or centuries. Once, and once only, he experienced a sin­
ccre and strenuous opposition. His subjects had resigned a1\. 
political liberty j they defended He freedom of domestic Hfe. A 
!aw which enforced the obligation, and strengthened the bonds, 
of marriage, was clamorously rejected; Propertius, in the arms of 
Delia, applauded the victory of licentious love; and the project 
of reform was suspended till a .new and more tractable generation 
!lud arisen in the wol'ld. 30 

_ Such an example was not necessary to 
iUstruct a prudent usurper of the mischief of popular assemblies; 
and theiI' abolition, which Augustus had silently prepared, was 
accomplished without resistance, and almost without notice, on 
the accession of 11is successor. 31 Sixty thousand plebeian legisla­
tors, Whom numbers made formidable, and poverty secure, were 
Supplanted by six hundred senators, who held their honors, their 
fortunes, and their lives, by the clemency of the emperor. The' 
loss of executive power was alleviated by the gift of legislative 
authority; and Ulpian miO'ht assert, after the practice of two 
hundred years, that the de;ees of the senate obtained the force 
and validity of laws. In the times of freedom, the resolves of the 
pcople had often been dictated by the passion or error of the mo­
me~t: the Cornelian, Pompeian, and Julian laws were adapted by 
a smgle hand to the prevailing disorders; but the senate, under 
t,he reign of the Cresars, was composed of magistrates and law­
ihr~, and in questions of private jurisprudflnce, the integrity of 

elf judgment was'seldom perverted by fear or interest. 3~ 
, The silence or ambiernity of the laws was supplied by the occa­

SlOnal EDICTS:I< of tho~e mucristrates who were invested wiCl tho____ 0 

1 There is a curious pnss!Ul0 from Aureli~s, a writer <In Law, on the Pndorinn 
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honors of the state. 33 This ancieut prerogative of the Roman k ~ngs 
was transferred in their respecti ve offices, to the consuls and dic­
tators, the censors and prretors ;' and a' similar right was assumed 
by the tribunes of the people, the edlles, and the proconsuls. At 
Rome, and in the provinces, the dutics of the subject, and the in­
tentions of the governor, were proclaimed; and the civil jurispru­
dence was reformed by the annual edicts of the supreme judge, 
the prretor of the ci'ty:* As soon as he ascended his tribunal, 
he announced by the voice of the crier, and afterwards inscribed 
on a white waU, the rules which he proposed to follow in the de­
cision of doubtful cases, and the relief which his equity would 
afford from the precise rigor of ancient statutes. A principle (If 
discretion more congenial to monarchy was introduced into thc 
republic: the art of respecting the name, and eluding the efficacy, 
of the laws, was improved by successive prretors; subtleties and 
fictions were -invented to defeat the plainest meaning of the Dc­
cemvirs, and where the end was salutary, the meane were-frequently 
absurd. The secret or probable wish of the dead was suffered to 
prevail over the order of succession and the forms of testaments; 
nnd the claimant, who was excluded from the character of heir, 
accepted with equal pleasure from an indulgent prrotor the posses­
sion of the goods of his Jate kinsman or benefactor. In the rc­
dress of private wrongs, compensa.tions and fines were Bubstituted 
to the obsolete rigor of the Twelve Tables; time and space were 
annihilated by fanciful suppositions; and the plea of youth, or 
fraud, or violence, annulled the obligation, or excused the per­
formance, of an inconvenient contract. A jurisdiction thus vague 
and arbitrary was exposed to the most dangerous abuse: the sub­
stance, as well as the form, of justice were often sacrificed to the 
prejudices of virtue, the bias of laudable affection, and th~ grosser 
seductions of interest or resentment. But the errors or vices of 
each prretor expired with his annual office; such maxims alom as 
had been approved by reason and practice were copied by sac­
ceeding judges ; the rule of proceeding was defined by the solU­
tion of new cases; and the temptations of injustice were remored 

Prmfect, quoted in Lydus de Magistrntibus, P. 32, ('dit. Hase. The Prretorian pr;~
fect was to the emperor what the master of the horse was to the dictator under tl I 
Republic. lie was the delegate, therefore, of the full Imperial authority; and ~ 
appeal could be made or exception taken acraiust his edIcts. I had not ob~~rY 
this passage, when the second volume, where it would have been more appropnatel 
v1aced, passed through the' press.-M.

* Compare throu,ghout the brief but adJn1rable sketch of the profJ'ress and growtl
of the Roman jurIsprudence. the necessary operation of the jus gentium. whcl 
Rome becam:J the sovereign of nations, upon the jus civile of the citizens of ~of~ 
in the first chapter of Savigny. Geschichte deB Uomischen Rechts im !htte 11 
ter.-l\I. . 
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Ly the Cornelian law, which compelled the prrotor of the year to 
adhere to the letter and spirit of his first proclamation. 3. It waf! 
reserved foe the curiosity and learning of Adrian, to accomplish the 
uesign which had been conceived by the genius of Cresar; and 
the prretorship of Salvius Julian, an eminent lawyer, was immor­
talized by the composition of the PERPETUAL EDICT. This well· 
digested code was ratified by the emperor and the senate ; the 
long divorce of law and equity was at length reconciled; and, in. 
~tead of the Twelve Tables, the perpetual edict was fixed as thu 
Invariable standard of civil jurisprudence. 3~ 

From Augustus to Trajan, the modest Crosars were content to 
promulgate their edicts in the various characters of a Roman mag. 
l~trate ; * and, in the decrees of the senate, the epistles and ora­
twns of the prince were respectfully inserted. Adrian 36 appears 
to have been the first who assumed, without disguise, the pleni­
t~de of legislative power. And this innovation, so agree~ble to 
hIS active mind, was countenanced by the patience of the times, 
an~ his long absence from the seat of government. 1'h~ same 
pohcy was embraced by succeeding monarchs, and, accordmg to 
the harsh metaphor of Tertullian, " the gloomy and intricate forest 
of ancient laws was cleared away by the axe of royal mandates 
a.n~ constitutions." 37 During four centuries, from Adrian to Jus. 
h~lan, the public and private jurisprudence was moulded by the 
w.ll~ of the sovereign; and few institutions, either human or 
dIVIne, were permitted to stand on their former basis. The origin 
of Imperial legislation was concealed by the darkness of ages and 
the terrors of armed despotism; and a double fiction was propa.­
gated by the servility, or perhaps the ignorance, of the civilians, 
Who basked in the sunshine of the Roman and Bvzantine courts. 
1. To the prayer of the ancient Cresars, the people or the senate 
had sometimes granted a personal exemption from the obligation 
and penalty of particular statutes; and each indulgence was an 
a?~ of jurisdiction exercised by the republic over the first of her 
CItIzens. His humble privilege was at length transformed intoihe prerogative of a tyrant; and the Latin expression of " released 
rom the laws" 38 was supposed to exalt the emperor above all 

?uman restraints, and to leave his conscience and reason as the 
~acred measure of his conduct. 2. A similar dependence was im­

tbr It i~ fin important question in what manner the emperors were invested with 
vjr~ legislative power. The newly discovered Gaius distmctly states that it was in 
iIn Ue of a law-Nee unquam dubitatum cst, quin id legis vicem obtineat, cum ipse 
a perator per legem imperium accipiat. But it is still nncrrtain whether ~his was 
lllgenera~ law, passed on the transition' of the government from a republican to a 
lIungatcHh~('al form, or a Jaw passed on the accession of eaCH emperor. Compare 

0, 1st. du Droit Romain (French translation), vol. ii. p S.-y. 
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plied in the decrees of the senate, which, in eVe1'y reign, defined 
the titles and powers of an elective magistrate. But it was not 
Defore the ideas, and even the language, of the Romans had been 
corrupted, that a 1'oyal law,39 and an irrevocable gift of the peo~ 
pIe, were created by'tllC fancy of Ulpian, or more probably of Tri­
horian himself; 40 and the origin of Imperial power, though false 
i.n fact, and slavish in its consequence, was supported on a princi­
:pIe of freedom and justice. " Tho pleasure of the emperor has the 
vigor and effect of law, since the Roman people, by the royal law, 
have transferred to their prince the full extent of their own power 
and sovereignty." 41 The will of a single man, of a child per­
haps, was allowed to prevail over the wisdom of ages and the in· 
cIinations of millions; and the degenerate Greeks were proud to 
declare, that in his, hands alone the arbitrary exercise of legisla· 
tion could be safely.deposited. " What interest or passion," ex­
claims Theophilus in the 'court of Justinian, "can reach the calm 
and sublime elevation of the monarch ~ He is already master of 
the Iives and fortunes of his subjects; and those who have in­
curre<i his displeasure are already numbered with the dead."·2 
Disdaining the language of flattery, the historian may confess, that 
in questions of private jurisprudence, the absolute sovereign of a 
great empire can selUom be influenced by any personal considera­
tions. Virtue, or even reason, will suggest to his impartial mind, 
that he is the guardian of peace and equity, and that the interest 
of society is inseparably connected with his own. Under the 
weakest and most vicious reign, the seat of justice was filled by 
the wisdom and integrity of Papinian and Ulpian; 43 and the 
purest materials of the Code and Pandects are inscribed with the 
names of Caracalla and his ministers.44 The tyrant of Rome- was 
sometimes the benefactor of the provinces. A dagger terminated 
the crimes of Domitian ; but the prudence of Nerva confirmed his 
acts, whicb, in the joy of their deliverance, had been rescinded by 
an indignant senate.4f> Yet in the rescripts,46 replies to the con­
sultations of the magistrates, the wisest of princes might be de­
ceived by a partial exposition of the case. And this abuse, which 
placed their hasty decisions on the same level with mature and 
qeliberate acts of legislation, was ineffectually condemned by t~e 
!'lense and example of Trajan. The resC1"ipts of the emperor, Ins 
grants and decrees, his edicts and pragmatic sanctions, were sub· 
scribed in purple ink,47 and transmitted to the provinces as gen· 
eral or special laws, which the magistrates were bound to execut~, 
and the people to obey. But as their number continually multI· 
plied, the rule of obedience became each day more doubtful a~d 
obscure, till the will of the sovereign was fixed and ascertained lD 
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the Gregorian, the Hermogenian, and the Theodosian codes.;': 
The two first, of which some fragments Imve escaped, were framed 
by two private lawyers, to preserve the constitutions of the Pagan 
emperors from Adrian to Constantine. The third, which is still 
extant, was digested in sixteen books by the order of the younger 
Theodosius to consecrate the laws of the Christian princes from 
Cooiltantine to his own reign. But the three codes obtained an 
equal authority in· the tribunals; and any act which was not in­
ch,ded in the sacred deposit might be disregarded by the judge as 
spurious or obsolete. 4R 

.Among savage nations, the want of letters is imperfectly sup­
pIled by the use of visible signs, which awaken attention, and 
perpetuate the remembrance of any public or., private transaction. 
The jurisprudence of the first Romans exhibited the scenes of a 
pantomime; the words were adapted to the gestures, and the 
slightest error or neglect in the forms of proceeding was sufficient 
to annul the substance of the fairest claim. The communion of 
the marriage-life was denoted by the necessary elements of fire 
and water; 49 and the divorced wife resigned the hunch of keys, 
by the delivery of w}lich she had been invested with the govern­
ment of the family. The manumission of a son, or a slave, was 
performed by turning him round with a gentle blow on tho 
ch~ek; a work was prohibited by the casting of a stone; pTC­
sC!,lption was interrupted by the breaking of a branch; tho 
clInched fist was the symbol of a pledge or deposit; the right 
hand was the gift of faith and confidence. The indenture of cov­
~nants was a broken straw j weights and scales were introduced 
Into every payment, and the heir who accepted a testamCI't was 
sometimes obliged to snap his fingers, to cast away his garments, 
and to leap and dance with real or affected transport. 50 If a citi­
Zen pursued any stolen goods into u neighbor'S house, lIe con­
cealed his nakedness with a linen towel, and Ilid his face with a 
mask or basin, lest he should encounter the eye~ of a virgin or a 

m* Savigny states the following as the authorities for the Romallinw at the com­
ellcement .0: the fifth century:. . . • 

V]j The WflImgs of the jurists accordmg to the regulatIOns of the ConstItutIOn of 
II clitinian III., fil',t promul':ated in the West, but by its admission into the

~heOdo!'ian Code e~tablisl}( d lfkewise in the EUft. (This Cont'titution established 
Ii ~ lluthOl:ity of the five great jurists, Papinian, Panlns, Cains, Uipian, and 1IJ~)~es.
'a n,18, as lllterpreters of the ancient law.•.. III caEe of dIfference of op!l1~onorpng ~h~s(' five, Ii majority decided the CRfle ; wbere they were equal, the OPInII?!1 
p, 89~pmlall ; where he was silent, the judge; but see p. 40, and Hugo, vol. ll. 

I ~'4he Gregorian and Hermogenian Collection of the Imperial Rescripts. 
4' he COde ot Theodo«ius II. . 

\'01' ~he particular Novellre, as additions and supplements to this Code. SaVlgny,
• I. P. l{l.-M. 
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matron.l'>1 In a civil action the plaintiff touched the ear of hh 
witness, seized his reluct.ant adversary by the neck, and implored, 
in solemn lamentation, the aid of his fellow-citizens. The two 
competitors grasped each othel"S hand as if they stood prepared 
for comhat before the tribunal of the prrotor; he commanded them 
to produce the object of the dispute; they went, they returned 
with measured steps, and no clod of earth was cast at his feet to 
represent the field for which they contended. This occult science 
of the words and actions of law was the inheritance of the pontiffs 
and patricians. Like the Chaldean astrologers, they announced 
to their clients the days of business and repose; these important 
trifles were interwoven with the religion of Numa; and after the 
publicatioll of the Twelve Tables, the Roman people was still en­
slaved by the ignorance of judicial proceedings. The treachery 
of some plebeian 'officers at length revealed the profitable mys­
tery : in a more enlightened age, the legaJ actions were derided 
and observed; and the same antiquity which sanctified the prac­
tice, obliterated the use and meaning, of this primitive language. &2 

A more liberal art was cultivated, however, by the sages of Rome, 
who, in a stricter s::mse, may be considered as the authors of tho 
civil law. The alteration of the idiom and manners of the Ro­
mans rendered the style of the Twelve TableH less familiar to each 
rising generation, ::md the doubtful passages were imperfectly ex­
plained by the study of legal antiquarians. ,To define the ambi­
guities, to circumscribe the latitude, to apply the principles, to ex­
tend the consequences, to reconcile the real or apparent contradic­
tions, was a. much nobler and more important task; and the 
province of legislation wac silently invaded by the expounders of 
ancient statutc8. Their subtle interpretations concurred with the 
equity of the prrotor, -to reform the tyranny of the darker ages: 
however strange or intric2.te the means, it was the aim of artificial 
jurisprudence to restore the simple dictates of nature and reason, 
and the skill of private citizens was usefully employed to under­
mine the public institutions of t.heir country. * The revolution of 
almost one thousand years, from the Twelve Tables to the reign 
to Justinian, may be divided into three periods, almost equal in 
duration, and distinguished from each other by the mode of in­
struction and the character of the civilians. 63 Pride and ignorance 
contributed, during the first period, to confine within narrow lim­
its the science of the Roman law. On the public days of market 
or assembly, the masters of the art were seen walking in the forum 

* Compare, on the Responsa Prndentum, WamkOnig, Histoire Exteme du Droit 
Romain, Bru:x:elles, 1836, p. 122.-M. 

http:civilians.63
http:intric2.te


OF TilE ROMAN ~. 'lPIRE. 219 

ready to impart the needful advice to th) meanest of their fellow.. 
citizens, from whose votes, on a future oCJasion, they might solicit 
a grateful return. As their years and honors increased, they 
seated themselves at home on a chair or throne, to expect witb 
patient gravity the visits of their clients, who at the dawn of day, 
from the town and cotmtry, began to thunder at their door. The 
duties of social life, and the incidents of judicial proceeding, were 
the ordinary subject of tllese consultations, and the verbal or 
written opinion of the juris-consults was framed according to the 
rules of prudence and In.w. The youths of- their own order and 
family were permitted to listen; their children enjoyed the bene­
fit of more private lessons, and the '}Iucian race was long re­
nowned for the hereditary knowledge of the civil law. The sec­
ond period, the learned and splendid age of jurisprudence, may 
be ex.tended from the birth of Cicero to the reign of Severus Alex­
ander. A system was formed, schools were instituted, books 
were composed, and both tp.e living and the dead became f;ubser­
vient to the instruction of the student. The tripartite of .£lius 
Pootus, surnamed Catus, or the Cunning, was preserved as the old­
est work of jurisprudence. Cato the Censor derived some addi­
tional fame from his legal studies and those of his son: the kin­
{Ired appellation of }Iucius Scrovola was illustrated by three sages 
of the law; but the perfection of the science was ascribed to Ser­
vius Sulpicius, their disciple, and' the friend of Tully; and tho 
long succession, which shone with equal lustre under the republic 
nnd under the Cresars, is finally closed by the respectable charac­
ters of Papinian, of Paul, and of Ulpian. Their names, and thp­
various titles of their productions, have been minutely preserved, 
and the example of Labeo may suggest somo idea of their dili­
gence and fecundity. That eminent lawyer of the Augustan age 
divided the year between the city and country, between business 
and composition; and four hundred books are enumerated as the 
fruit of his retirement. Of the collection of his rival Capito, the 
two hundred and fifty-ninth book is expressly quoted; and few 
teachers could deliver their opinions in less than a century of vol­
umes. In the third period, between the reigns of Alexander and 
Justinian, the oracles of jurisprudence were almost mute. 'rhe 
llleasure of curiosity had been filled : the throne was occupied hy 
~yrants and barbaria.ns, the active spirits were diverted ,by relig­
10US disputes, and the professors of Rome, Constantinople, and 
Berytus, were humbly content to repeat the lessons of their more 
enlightened predecessors. From the slow advances find rapid de­
tay of these legal studies, it may be inferred, that they require I 

state of peace and refinemeEt. From the multitude of volumin~ 
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ous civilians who fill the intermediate space, it is evident that 
such studies may be pursued, and such works may be performed, 
with a common share of judgment, experience, and industry. The 
genius of Cicero and Virgil was more sensibly felt, as each revolv­
ing age had been found incapable of producing a similar or a sec­
ond: but the most eminent teachers of the law were assured of 
leaving disciples equal or superior to themselves in merit and rep­
utation. . 

The jurisprudence which had been grossly adapted to the wants 
of the fiI'St Romans, was polished and improved in the seventh 
century of the city, by the alliance of Grecian philosoi)hy. The 
Screvolas had been taught by use and experience i but Servius 
Sulpicius * was the first civilian who established his art on a cer­
tain and general theory. 64 For the discernment of truth and 
falsehood he applied, as an infallible rule, the logic of Aristotle 
and the Stoics, reduced particular cases to general principles, and 
diffused over the shapeless mass the light of order and eloquence. 
Cicero, his contemporary and friend, declined the reputation of a 
professed lawyer; but the jurisprudence of his countt'y was 
adornefl by his incomparable genius, which converts into gold 
every object that it touches. After the example of Plato, he 
composed a republic; and, for the use of his republic, a treatise 
of laws; in which he labors to deduce from a celestial origin, the 
wisdom and justice of the Roman constitution. The whole uni­
verse, according to his sublime hypothesis, forms one immense 
commonwealth: gods and men, who participate of the same 
essence, are members of the same community i reason prescribes 
the law of nature and nations j and all positive institutions, how­
ever modified by accident or custom, are drawn from tl~e rule of 
right, which the Deity has inscribed on every virtuous mind. 
From these philosophical mysteries, he mildly excludes the Scep­
tics who refuse to believe, and the Epicureans who are unwilling 
to act. The latter disdain the care of the l'epublic : he adviset3 
them to slumber in their shady gardens. But he humbly entreats 
that the.new academy would be silent, since her bold objectiOJ:a 
would too soon destroy the fair and well-ordered structure of !lis 
lofty system. 51; Plato, Aristotle, and Zeno, he represents as the 

.only teachers who arm and instruct a citizen for the duties of 
J social life. Of these, the armor of the Stoics 66 was found to be 
of the firmest temper i and it was chiefly worn, both for use and 
ornament, in .the schools of jurisprudence. From the portico, t~ 

'" M. Hugo thinks that the ingenious system of the Institutes adopted by a ~ll;
number of the ancient lawyers, Ilnd by Justimau himself, dates from Severus Su]· 
picius. Rist. du Droit Romain, vol. ii. p. 119.-W. 
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Roman civilians learned to live, to reason, and to die: but they 
imbibed in some degree the prejudices of the sect; the love of 
paradox, the pertinacious habits of dispute, and a minute attach­
ment to words and verbal distinctions. The superiority of form 
to matter was introduced to ascertain the right of property: and 
the equality of crimes- is countenanced by an opinion of Treba· 
tius,67 that he wbo touches the car, touches the whole body; and 
that he who steals from a heap of corn, or a hogshead of wine, is 
guilty of the entire theft. 58 

Arms, eloquence, and the study of the civil law, promoted 8 
citizen to the honors 0 f the Roman state; and the three profes­
sions were sometimes more conspicuous by their union in the same 
character. In the composition of the edict, a learned prretor gave 
a sanction and preference to his private sentiments; the opinion 
of a censor, or a consul, was entertained with respect; and a 
doubtful interpretation of the laws might be supported by the vir­
tues or triumphs of the civilian. The patrician arts were long 
protected by the veil of mystery; and in more enlightened times, 
the freedom of inquiry established the general principles of juris­
prudence. Subtile and intricate cases were plucidated by the dis­
putes of the forum: rules, axioms, and definitions, G9 were admit­
ted as the genuine dictates of reason; and the consent of the 
legal professors was interwoven into the practice of the tribunals. 
But these interpreters could neither enact nor execute the laws of 
the republic; and the judges might disregard the authority of the 
Scrovo]as themselves, which was often overthrown by the violence 
or sophistry of an ingenious pleader. 60 

- Augustus and Tiberius 
:vere the first to adopt, as a useful engine, the science of the civil· 
Ians; and their servile labors accommodated the old system to the 
~pirit and views of despotism. Under the fair pretence of secur.. 
Ing the dignity of the art, the privilege of subscribing legal and 
valid opinhns was confined to the sages of eenatorian or eques­
trian rank, who had been previvusly approved by the judgment of 
the prince; and this mOnOp()lY prevailed, till Adrian restored the 
freedom of the profession to every citizen conscious of his abilities 
and know ledge. The discretion of the prretor was now governed 
hy the lessons of his teachers; the judges were enjoined to obey 
t~le comment as well as the text of the law j and the use of codi­
cIls "\\-as a memorable innovation, which Augustus ratified by the 
advice of -the civilians. 61 * 
T: The author here follows the then generally received opinion or Heineccius. 

c proofs which appear to confirm it are 1. 2, § 47, D. I. 2, and § 8. InstiL I. 2. 
Thp. first of these passages speaks expre~sly of a privilege granted to certain law. 
YeIS, ',lnUl tbe time of Adrian, publice respondelldi jus ante Augusti tempora I!O. 
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The most absolute mandate could only require that the judges 
should agree with the civilians, if the civilians agreed among 
themselves. But positive institutions arc often the result of cus­
tom and prejudice; laws and language are ambiguous and arbi­
trary; where reason is incapable of pronounciIlli", the love of argu­
ment is inflamed by the envy of rivals, the· vanity of masters, the 
blind attachment of their disciples; and the Roman jurisprudence 
was divided by the once famous sects of the Proculians and Sabin­
ian8. 6~ Two sages 6f the law, Ateius Capito and Antistius Labe", 63 

adorned the peace of the Augustan age; the former distinguished 
by the favor of his sovereign; the latter more illustrious by his 
contempt of that favor, and his stern though harmless opposition 
to the tyrant of Rome. Their legal studies were influenced by 
the various colors of their temper and principles. Labeo was at­
tached to the form of the old republic; his rival embraced the 
more profitable substance of the rising monarchy. But the dispo­
sition of a courtier is tame and submissive; and Capito seldom 
presumed to deviate from the sentiments, or at least from the 
words, of his predecessors; while the bold republican pursued his 

dahatur. Primus Divus Augustus, ut major jnris auctoritas babert'tnr, constitllit, 
nt ex auctoritate ejus responderent. The PJssage of the Institutes speaks of the 
ditrerentopinions of those, quilms est permis8um Jura cOlldere. It is true that the 
first of the"e passages does not say that the opinion of these privileged Iaw'yers 
had the force uf a law for the judges. For this reason M. Hugo altogether reJects 
the opinion adopted by Heineccius, by Bach, and in gl.'neral by all the writers who 
preceded him. He conceives that the § 8 of the InstItutes referred to the constitu­
tion or Valentiniall III., which regulated the respective authority to be ascribed·to 
the different writings of the great civilians, But we have now the following pas­
sage in the Ins.titutes of Gaius: Responsa prndentum sunt sententire et opimones
eorllm, qufbus permissum est jura condere; quorum omnium si in unum sententire 
concllrrunt, id quod ita sentiunt, legis vicem obtinet. si vera diEsentiunt, judici 
licet, quam veHt sententiam sequi, idque rescripto Divi Hadriani significatur. I do 
not know how, in opposition to this passage, the opinion of M. Hu~o can be main. 
tained. We must add to this the pasRage quoted from Pompomus' and from 
such strong proofs it seems incontestable that the emperors had granted Bome kind 
or privilege to certain civilians, quibns permissum erat jura coudere. Their opin­
iOIl had sometimes the force of law, le~is vicem. 111. Hugo, endeavoring to recon­
cile this phrase with his system, gives it a forced interpretation, which qllite alters 
the sense; he supposes that the pa!<sage contains no more than what is evident or 
itself, that the authority of the civilians was to be respected, thus makin~ a pr:'1i­
lege of that which was free to all the world. It Ilppears to me almost incth;pntable 
that the emperors bad sanctioned certain proviSIOns rl'lative to the authority of 
the~e civiliuIls, consulted by the judges. But how fur was their ad\'ice to be re­
IIpected? Tlli!:! is a questiou which it is impossible to answer precisely, from the 
wl1nt of historic evidence, 

II::' it not possible that the emperors established an authority to be commlted ~Y 
the judges? and in this case this authority 111U8t have emanated from certain civll­
fans named for this purpose by the emperors. See Hugo. .Moreover, may 
not the pussage of Suetonius in the Life of CaIigula, where be says that; 
the emperor would no longer permit tho civilians to giVe their advice', meau that 
Caligulu entertained the design of suppressing this institution ~ See on this pas­
sage the Themis, vol. xi. p. 17, 36. Our author, not being acquainted with the 
opinions opposed to Heineccins, has not gone to the bottom of the snbject. -W. 
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Independent ideas without fear of paradox or innovations. The 
freedom of Labeo was enslaved, however, by the rigor of his own 
condusions, and he decided, according to th~ letter of the law, 
the same questions which his indulgent competitor resolved with 
it latitude of equity more suitable to the cOJnmon sense and feel­
ings of mankind. If a fair exchange had been substituted to the 
payment of money, Capito still considered the transaction as a 
legal sale; 64 and he consulted nature for the age of puberty, 
without confining his definition to the precise period of twelve or 
fourteen years. 6" TJ}is opposition of sentiments was propagated 
in the writings and lessons of the two founders; the schools of 
Capito and Labeo maintained their inveterat~ conflict from the 
age of Augustus to that of Adrian; 66 and the two sects derived 
their appellations from Sabinus and Proculus, their most cele­
brated teachers. The names of Cassians and Pegasians were like­
wise applied to the same parties; but, by a strange reverse, the 
popular cause was in the hands of Pegasus,61 a timid slave of 
Domitian, while~the favorite of the Cmsars was represented by 
Cassius,68 who gloried ill his descent from the patriot assaesin. 
By the perpetual edict, the controversies of the sects were in a 
great measure determined. For that important work, the em­
peror Adrian preferred the chief of the Sabinians : the friends of 
monarchy prevailed; but the IDt)deration of Salvius Julian in­
sensibly reconciled the victors and the vanquished. Like the con­
temporary pl1ilosophers, the lawyers of the age of the Antonines 
disclaimed the authority of a master, and adopted from every sys­
tem the most probable doctrines. 69 But their writings would 
have been less voluminous, had their choice been more unani­
mous. The conscience of the judge was perplexed by the number 
and weight of discordant testimonies, and every sentence that his 
passion or interest might pronounce was justified by the sanction 
of some venerable name. . An indulgent edict of the younger 
Theodosius excused him from the labor of compaI1'ng and weigh­
ing their arguments. Five civilians, Caius, Papinian, Paul, 
Ulpian, and Modestinus, were estabEshed as the oracles of juris­
prudence: a majority was decisive: but if their opinions were 
equally divided, a casting vote was ascribed to the superioJ." wis­
dom of Papinian. 70 

'When Justinian ascended the throne, the reformation of the 
Roman jurisprudence was an arduous but indispensable task. In 
the space of ten centuries, the infinite variety of laws and legal 
opinions llad filled many thousand volumes, which no fortune 
could purchase and no capacity could digest. Books could not 
easily be found ; and the judges. poor in the midst of riches, w~r(j 

R. E. iii.-8 
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reduced to the exercise of their illiterate discretion. The sub­
jects of the Greek lJrovinces were ignorant of the language that 
disposed of their ljves and properties; and the barbarou!S dialect 
of the Latins was imperfectly studied in the academies of Bery­
tus and Constantinople. As an IHyrian soldier, that idiom was 
familiar to the infancy of Justinian; his youth 11ad been in­
structed by the lessons of jurisprudence, and his Imperial choice 
selected the most learned civilians of the East, to labor with their 
sovereign in the work of reformation. 71 rrhe theory of professors 
was assisted bv the practice of "advocates, and the experience of 
magistrates; and the whole undertaking was animated by_ the 
spirit of Tribonian. 72 This extraordinary man, the object of so 
much praise and censure, was a native of Side in PamphyHa; and 
his genius, 1ike that of Bacon, embraced, as his own, all the busi­
ness and knowledge of the age. Tribonian composed, both in 
prose and verse, on a strange diversity of curious and abstruse 
subjects: 13 a double panegyric of Justinian and the life of the 
philosopher Theodotus; the nature of happiness and the duties of 
government; Homer's catalogue and the four-and· twenty sorts of 
metre j the astronomical canon of Ptolemy j the changes of the 
months; the houses of the planets; and the harmonic system of 
the world. To the literature of Greece he added the use of the 
Latin tongue; the Roman civilians were deposited in his library 
and in his mind j and he most assiduously cultivated those arts 
which opened the road of wealth and preferment. From the bar 
of the Prretorian prrefects, he raised himself to the honors of quros­
tor, of consul, and of master of the offices: the council of Justin­
ian listened to his eloquence and wisdom j and envy was miti­
gated by the gentleness and affability of his manners.- The re­
proaches of impiety and avarice have stained the virtues or the 
reputation of Tribonian. In a bigoted and persecuting court, the 
principal minister {vas accused of a secret aversion to the, Chris­
tian faith, and was supposed to entertain tho sentiments of an 
Atheist and a Pagan, which have been imputed, inconsistently 
enough, to the last philosophers of Greece. His avarice was more 
clearly proved and more sensibly felt. If he were swayed by gifts 
in the administration of justice, the example of Bacon will again 
occur, nor can the merit of Tribonian atone for his baseness, if he 
degraded the sanctity of his profession; and if laws were every 
day enacted, modified, or repealed, for the base consideration of 
his private emolument. In the sedition of Constantinople, his re­
moval was granted to the clamors, perhaps to the just indigntY 
tion, of the people: but the qurustor was speedily restored, and, 
till the hour of his death, he possessed, above twenty years, the 

http:Tribonian.72
http:reformation.71


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 225 

iavor and confidence of the emperor. His passive and dutiful 
submission has been honored with the praise of Justinian himself, 
whose vanity was incapable of discerning how often that ~ubmis­
sion degenerated into the grossest adulation. Tribonian adored 
the virtues of his gracious master: the earth was unworthy of 
such a prince; and he affected a pious fear, that Justinian, like 
Elijah or Romulus, would be snatched into the air, and translated 
alive to the mansions of celestial glory. 74 

If Cresar had achieved the reformation of the Roman law, his 
creative genius, enlightened by reflection and study, would have 
given to the world a pure 'and original system of jurisprudence. 
Whatever flattery might suggest, the emperor of the East was 
afraid to establish his private judgment as the standard of equity: 
in the possession of legislative power, he borrowed the aid of time 
and opinion; and his laborious compilations are guarded by the 
sages and legislators of past times. Instead of a statue cast in a 
simple mould by the hand of an artist, the works of Justinian rep­
resent a tessellated pavement of antique and costly, but too often 
of incoherent, fragments. In the first year of his reign, he directed 
the faithful Tribonian, and nine learned associates, to revise the 
ordinances of his predecessors, as they were contained, since 
the time of Adrian, in the Gregorian, Hermogenian, and Theodo­
sian codes; to purge the errors and contradictions, to retrench 
Whatever was obsolete or superfluous, and to select the-wise and 
salutary laws best adapted to the practice of the tribunals and the 
Use of his subjects. The work was accomplished in fourteen 
months; and the twelve books or tables, which the new decemvirs 
produced, might be designed to imitate the labors of their Roman 
predecessors. The new CODE of Justinian was honored with his 
name, and confirmed by his royal signature: authentic transcripts 
Were multiplied by the pens of notaries and scribes; they were 
transmitted to the magistrates of the European, the Asiatic, and 
afterwards the African provinces; and the law of the empire was 
proclaimed on solemn festivals at the doors of churches. A more 
arduous operation was still behind-to extract the spirit of juri:s­
p~udence from the decisions and conjectures, the, questions and 
dIsputes, of the Homan ci<.rilians. Seventeen lawyers, with Tri­
bonian at their head, were appointed by the emperor to exercise 
an absolute jurisdiction over the works of their predecessors. If 
they had obeyed his commands in ten years, Justinian would have 
been satisfied with their diligence; and the rapid composition of 
the DIGEST or P ANDECTS, 7$ in three years, will deserve praise or 
c.ensure, according to the merit of the execution. From the 
hbrary of Tribonian, they chose forty, the most eminent civilians 
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of former times: 'III two thousand treatises were comprised in aIt 
abridgment of fifty books; and it has been carefully recorded, 
that three millions of lines or sentences,77 WeI'e reduced, in thi~ 
abstract, to the moderate number of one hundred and fifty thou. 
sand. The edition of this great work was delayed a month aftCl 
that of the INSTITUTES j and it seemed reasonable that the ele· 
ments should precede the digest of the Roman law. As soon a~ 
lhe emperor had approved thlilir labors, he ratified, by his legisla­
tive power, the speculations of .these private citizens: their com­
mentaries, on the Twelve Tables, the perpetual edict, the laws of 
the people, and the decees of the senate, succeeded to the author­
ity of the text; and the text was abandoned, as a useless, though 
venerable, relic of antiquity. The Oode, the Pandects, and the 
Institutes, were declared to be the legitimate system of civil juris­
prudence j they alone were admitted in the tribunals, and they 
alone were taught in the academies of Rome, Constantinople, and 
Berytus.· Justinian addressed to the senate and provinces Ins 
eternal oracles; and his pride, under the mask of piety. ascribed 
the consummation of this great design to the support and inspira­
tion of the Deity. 

Since the emperor declined the fame and envy of original com­
position, we can only require, at his hands, method, choice, and 
fidelity, the humble, though indispensable, virtues of a compiler. 
Among the various combinations of ideas, it is difficult to assign 
any reasonable preference; but as the order of Justinian is differ­
ent in his three works, it'is possible that all may be wrong; and 
it is certain that two cannot be right. In the selection of ancient 
laws, he seems to have viewed his predecessors without jealousy, 
and with equal regard : the serills could not ascend above the 
reign of Adrian, and the narrow distinction of Paganism and 
Christianity, introduced by the superstition of Theodosius, had 
been abolished by the consent of mankind. But the jurispru­
dence of the Pandects is circumscribed, within a period of a hun­
dred years, from the perpetual edict, to the death of Severus Alex­
ander: the civilians who Iived under the first Cresars are seldom 
permitted to speak, and only three narpes can be attributed to the 
age of the republic. The favorite of Justinian (it bas been 
fiercely urged) was fearful of encountering the light of freed~1U 
and the gravity of Roman sages. Triboni:m condemned to obliv­
ion the genuine and native wisdom of Cato, the Screvolas, and 
Sulpicius; while he invoked spirits more congenial to his 0w.n, 
the Syrians, Greek~, and Africans,. who flocked to the ImperIal 
court to study Latin as a foreign tongue, and jurisprudence a~ a 
lucrative profession. But the ministers of Justinian 78 were m­
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structed to labor, not for the curiosity of antiquarians, but for the 
immediate benefit of the subjects. It was their duty to select the 
useful and practical parts of the Roman Jaw; and the writings of 
the old republicans, however curious or excellent, were no longer 
suited to the new system of manners, religion, and government. 
Perhaps, if the preceptors and friends of Cicero were still aJive, 
our candor would acknowledge, that, except in purity of lan­
guage,79 their intrinsic merit .was excelled by the school of Papin­
ian and Ulpian. The science of the laws is the slow growth of 
time and experience, and the advantage both of method and ma­
terials, is naturally assumed by the most recent authors. The 
civilians of the reign of the Antonines had studied the works of 
their predecessors: their philosophic spirit had mitigated the . 
rigor of antiquity, simplified the forms -of proceeding, and 
emerged from the jealousy and prejudice of the rival sects. The 
choice of the authorities that compose the Pandects. depended on 
the judgment of Tribonian : but the power of his sovereign could 
not absolve him from the sacred obligations of truth and fidelity. 
As the legislator of the empire, Justinian might repeal the acts uf 
the Antonines, or condemn, as seditious, the free principles which 
were maintained by the last of the Boman lawyers. 80 But the ex­
istence of past facts is placed beyond the reach of despotism j and 
the emperor was guilty of fraud and forgery, when he corrupted 
the integrity of their tex.t, inscribed with their venerable names 
the words and ideas of his servile reign,81 and suppressed, by the 
hand of power, the pure and authentic copies of their sentiments. 
The changes and interpolations of Tribonian and his colleagues 
are excused by the pretence of uniformity: but their cares have 
been insufficient, and the antinomies, or contradictions of the Code 
and Pandects, still exercise the patience and subtilty of modern 
civilians.B2 

.A rumor devoid of evidence has been propagated by the ene­
Dues of Justinian; that the jurisprudence of ancient Rome was 
reduced to ashes by the author of the Pandects, from the vain 
persuasion, that it was now either false or superfluous. Without 
Usurping an office so invidious, the emperor might safely commit 
to. ignorance and time the accomplishment of this destructive 
WIsh. Before the invention of printing and paper, the labor and 
!he materials of writing could be purchased only by the rich; and 
It may reasonably be computed, that the price of books was a 
hundred fold their present value.1:I3 Copies were slowly multiplied 
a~d cautiously renewed: the hopes of profit tempted the sacrile­
gIOUS scribes to erase the characters of antiquity,*and Sophocles or 

* Among the works which have been recovered, by the persevering and ~ucces8ful 
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Tacitus were obliged to resjgn the parchment to missals, homi1ie~ 
and the golden legend. 84 If such was the fate of the most beauti­
ful compositions of genius, what stability could be expected from 
the dull and barren works of an obsolete science ~ The books of 
jurisprudence were interesting to few, and entertaining to none: 
their value was connected with present use, and they sunk forever 
as soon as that use was superseded by the innovations of fashion, 
superior merit, or public authority. In the age of peace and 
learning, between Cicero and the last of the A.ntonines, many 
IOi)ses had been already sustained, and some luminaries of the 
school, or forum, were known only to the curious by tradition and 
report. Three hundred and sixty years of disorder and decay ac­
celerated the progres~ of oblivion; and it may fairly be presumed, 
that of the writings, which Justinian is accused of neglecting, 
many were no longer to be found in the libraries of the East. Mo 

The copies of Papinian, or Ulpian, which the reformer had pro­
scribed, were deemed unworthy of future notice: the Twelve 
Tables and prretorian edicts insensibly vanished, and the monu­
ments of ancient Rome were neglected or destroyed by the envy 
and ignorance of the Greeks. Eyen the Pandects themselves have 
escaped with difficulty and danger from the common shipwreck, 
and criticism has pronounced that all the editions and manuscripts 
of the West are derived from one original. 86 It was transcribed at 
Constantinople in the beginning of the seventh century,81 was suc­
cessively transported by the accidents of war and commerce to 
Amalphi,88 Pisa,89 and . Florence, 90 and is now deposited as il 
sacred relic 91 in the ancient palace of the republic. 92 

It is the first care of a reformer to prevent any future reformation. 
To maintain the text of the Pandects, the Institutes, and the Code, 
the use of ciphers and abbreviations was rigorously proscribed; 
and as Justinian recollected, that the perpetual edict had been 
buried under the weight of' commentators, he denounced the 
punishment of forgery against the rash civilians who I3hould 
presume to interpret or pervert the will of their sovereign. ,The 
scholars of Accursius, of Bartolus, of Cujacius, should blush for 
their accumulated guilt, unless they dare to dispute his right of 
binding the authority of his successors, and the native freedom of 
the mind. But the emperor was unable to fix his own inconstancy; 
and while he boasted of renewing the exchange of Diomede, of 
transmuting brass into gold,93 discovered the necessity of purify-

endeavors of M. Mal and his followers to trace the imperfectly erased charActers of 
the ancient writers on these Palimpsests, Gibbon at this period of his labors would 
have hailed with delight the rer.overy of t.he Institutes of"GaiuB, and the fragment.' 
of the Theodosian Code, published by M. Peyron o~ Tur~.-M. 
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big his gold from the mixture of baser alloy. Six years had no.: 
elapsed from the publication of the Code, before he condemned 
the imperfect attempt, by a new nnd more accurate edition of the 
same work; which he enriched with two hundred of his own laws, 
and fifty decisions of the darkest and most intricate points of juris~ 
prudence. Every year, or, according to Procopius, each day, of 
his long rergn, was marked by some legal innovation. l\-Iany of 
his acts were rescinded by himself; many were rejected by his 
Successors j many have been obliterated by time; but the number 
of sixteen EDICTS, and one hundred and sixty-p,ight NOVELS;gf has 
heen admitted into the authentic body of the civil jurisprudence. 
In the opinion of a philosopher superior to the prejudices of his 
profession, these incessant, and, for the most part, trifling altera­
tions, can be only explained by the venal spirit of a prince, who 
sold without shame his judgments and his laws. g~ The charge of 
the secret historian is indeed explicit and veJIement ; but the sole 
instance, which he produces, may be ascribed to the devotion as 
well as to the, avarice of Justini~n. A wealthy bigot had be­
queathed his inheritance to the church of Emesa; and its value 
was enchanced by the dexterity of art artist, who subscribed con­
fessions of debt and promises of payment with the names of the 
richest Syrians. They pleaded the established prescription of 
thirty or forty years; but their defence was overruled by a re­
trospective edict, which extended the claims of the church to the 
term of a century; an edict so pregnant with injustice and dis­
order, that, after serving this occasional purpose, it was prudently 
abolished in the same reign. 96 If oandor wHl acquit the emperor 
himself, and transfer the corruption to his wife and favorites, the 
suspicion of so foul a vice must still degrade the majesty of his 
laws j and the advocates of Justinian may acknowledge, that such 
levity, whatsoever be the motive, is unworthy of a legislator and 
a man. 

Monarchs seldom condescend to become the preceptors of their 
subjects j and some praise is due to Justinian, by whose command 
an ample system was reduced to a short and elementary treatise. 
Among the various institutes of the Roman law, n tLose of Caius 98 

Were the most popular in the East and West; and their use may 
be considered as an evidence of their merit. They were s~iected 
by the Imperial delegates, Tribonian, Theophilus, and Dorotheus j 

and the freedom and purity of the Antonines was intrusted with 
the coarser materials of a degenerate age. The same volume 
which introduced the youth of Rome, Constantinople, and Berytus~ 
to the gradual study of the Code and Pandects, is still precious 
to the historian, the philosoph~, and the magistrate. The 
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INSTITUTES of Justinian are divided into four books: the proceed, 
with no contemptible method, from, 1. Persons, to, II. Thin!!s, and 
from things, to, III. Actions; and the article IV., of Private Wrongs. 
is terminated by the principles of Orimi!wl Lam. * . . 

'The distinction of ranks and persons IS the firme.st basIs ,!f a mIxed 
and limited government. In France, the remams of ~lbe:ty are.­
kept alive by the spirit, the honors, and even the preJudIces, of 
fifty thousand nobles. tv Two tunured families t supply, in lineal 
descent, the second branch of the English legislature, which main­
tain, between the king and commons, the balance of the constitu­
tion. A grabation of patricians and plebeians, of strangers and 
subjects, had supported the aristocracy of Genoa, Venice, and 
anoient Rome. The perfect equality of men is the point in which 
the extremes of democracy and despotism are confounded; since 
the majesty of the prince or people would be offended, if any heads 
were exalted above the level of their fellow-slaves or fellow-citizens. 
In the decline of the Roman em~ire, the proud distinotions of 
the republic were gradually abolished, and the reason or instinct 
of Justinian completed the simple form of an absolute monarchy. 
The emperor could not eradicate the popular reverence which 
always waits on the possession of hereditary wealth, 01' the memory 
of famous ancestors. He delighted to honor, with titles and emolu­
ments, his generals, magistrates, and senators; and his precarious 
indulgence communicated some rays of·their glory to the persons 
of their wives and children. But in the eye of the law, nIl Roman 
citizens ""ere equal, and all subjects of the empire were citizens 
of Rome. 'l'hat inestimable character' was degraded to an obso­
lete and empty name. The voice of a. Roman could no longer 
enact his llws or create the annual ministers of his powers: his 
constitutional rights might hav,e checked the arbitrary will of a. 
master; and the bold adventurer from Germany or Arabia was 
admitted, with equal favor, to the civil and military command, 
which the citizen alone had been once entitled to assume over the 
conquest of his fathers. ,The first Cresars had scrupulously 
guarded the distinction of ingenuous and servile birth, which was 
decided by the condition of the mother; and the candor of the 
laws were satisfied, if her freedom could be ascertained, during 1\ 

single moment between the conceptlOn and the delivery. '1 he 
slaves, who were liberated by a generous master, immediately 

• G1bbon, dIv1ding the Institutes into four parts, considers the appendix or the 
criminal law in the last title as a fourth part.-W. 

t Since the time of GIbbon, the House of Peers has been more than doubled; 
It Is above 40(1, exclusive of the spiritual peers-a wise polley, to increase the 
patrician order in proportion to the general Increase Of tIle nntlon.-l{, 
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ent~red into the middJe class of libertines 01' freedmen; but they 
CQutd ne7er be enfranchised from the duties of obedience and 
gratitude: whatever were the fruits of their industry, their patron 
llld his family inherited the third part; or even the whole of their 
fortune, if they died without children and without a testament. 
J u!:ltinian respected the rights of patrons; but his indulgence 
removed the badge of disgrace from the two inferior orders of 
freedmen: whoever ceased to be a slave, obtained, without reserve 
or delay, the station of a citizen; and at length the dignity of an 
ingenuous birth, wpich nature had refused, was created, or sup­
p~ed, by the omnipotence of the emperor. Whatever restraints 
0.£ age, or forms, or numbers, had been formerly introduced to 
check the abuse of manumissions, and the too rapid increase of vile 
and indigent Romans, he finally abolished; and the spirit of his 
laws promoted the extinction of domestic servitude. Yet the 
Eastern provinces were filled, in the time of Justinian, with multi­
tudes of slaves, either born or purchased for the use of their 
m3st.ers ; and the price, from ten to seventy pieces of gold, was 
determined by their age, their strength, and their education. 100 

But the hardships of this dependent state were continually 
diminished by the influence of government and religion; and the 
pride of a subject was no longer elated by his absolute dominion 
over the life and happiness of his bundsman. 101 

The law of nature instructs most animals to cherish and educate 
their infant progeny.. The law of reason inculcates to the human 
species the returns of filial piety. But the exclusive, absolute, and 
perpetual dominion of the father over his children, is peculiar to 
the Roman jurisprudence, 102 and seems to be coeval with the found­
ation of the city. loa . The paternal power was instituted or con­
firmed by Romulus himself, and, after the practice of three 
centuries, it was inscribed on the fourth table of the Decemvirs. 
In the forum, the senate, or the camp, the adult son of a Roman 
citizen enjoyed the public and private rights of a person: in his 
fatker's house he was a mere thing; * confounded by the laws 
with the movables, the cattle, and tho slaves, whom the capricious 
master might alienate or destroy, without being responsible to any 
earthly tribunal. 1'he hand which bestowed the daily sustenance 
might resume the voluntary gift, and whatever was acquired by 
the labor or fortune of the son was-immediately lost in the property 

* This parental power was strictly confined to the Roman citizen. The forei~er, 
or he who had only jus Latii, did not possess it. If a Roman citizen unknowingly 
married a Latin or a foreign wife, he did not possess this power over his son, 
b!lcunse the son, following the legal condition of the mother, WIIS not a Roman 
Cluzen. A man, however, alleging flnfficient cause for his ignorance, might raj'lU
bgUI. mother aud child to tile rights of clth:enship. Gaius, p. 3O.-M. 
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of the father. His stolen goods (his oxen or his children) might 
be recovered by the same action of theft; 104 and if either had been 
guilty of a trespass, it was in his own option to compensate the 
damage, or resign to the injured party the obnoxious animal. At 
the call of indigence or avarice, the master of a family could dis· 
pose of his children or his slaves. But the condition of the slave 
was far more advantageous, since he regained, by the first 
manumission, his alienated freedom: the son was agai-n restored 
to his unnatural father; he might be condemned to servitude a 
second and a-third time, and it was not till after the third sale and 
deliverance,105 that he was enfranchised from' the domestic power 
which Had been so repeatedly abused. According to his discretion, 
a father might chastise the real or imaginary faults of his children, 
by stripes, by imprisonmpt, by exile, by sending tllem to the 
country to work in chmfn among the meanest of his servants. 
The majesty of a parent was armed with the power of life and 
dl3ath ; 106 and the examples of such bloody executions, which 
were sometimes praised and never punished, may be traced in the 
annals of Rome beyond the times of Pompey and Augustus. Neither 
age, nor rank, nor the consular office, nor the honors of a triumph, 
could· exempt the most illustrious citizen from the bonds of filial 
subjection: 107 his own descendants were included in the family 
of their common ancestor j and the claims of adoption were not 
less sacred or less rigorous than those of nature. Without fear, 
though not without danger of abuse, the Roman legislatots had 
reposed an unbounded confidence in the sentiments of paternal 
love; and the oppression was tempered by the assurance, that each 
generation must succeed in its turn to the awful dignity of parent 
and master. ' 

The first limitation of paternal power is ascribed to the justice 
and humallity of Numa; and the maid who, with his father's 
consent, had espoused a freeman, was protected from the disgrace 
of ltecoming the wife of a slave. In the first ages, when the city 
was pressed, and often famished, by her Latin and Tuscan neigh­
bors, the sale of children might be a frequent practice; but as a 
Roman could not legally purchase the liberty of his fellow· citizen, 
the market must gradually fail, and the trade would be destroyed 
by the conquests of the republic. An imperfect right of property 
was at length communicated to sons; and the threefold distjnction 
of pl'ofectitioulJ, a.dventitious, and prqfessional was ascertained by 
the jurisprudence of the Code and Pandects.lo8 Of all tha.t pro­
('eedNl £l'om the father, he imparted only the use, and reserved the 
absolute dominion; yet if his goods were sold one final portion was 
excepted, by 110 1avorable interpretation" from the demands of 
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tbe..creditors. In whatever accrue<l by marriage, gift. Or collateral 
succession, the Ilfoperty was secured to the son j but the father, 
unless he had been specially exclud ed, enjoyed the usufruct during 
his life. As a just and prudent reward of military virtue, the 
spoils of the enemy were acquired, possessed, and bequeathed by 
the soldier alone; ancl the fair analogy was extended to the 
emoluments of any liberal profession, the salary of public service, 
and the sacred liherality of the emperor or empress. Thl! life of 
a citizen was less exposed than his fortune to the abuse of paternal 
power. Yet his. life might be adverse to the interest or passions 
of an unworthy father: the same crimes that flowed frQill the 
corruption, were more sensibly felt by the humanity, of the 
Augustan age; and the cruel Erixo, who whipped his son till he 
expired, was saved by the emperor from the just fury of the 
multitude. 109 . The Roman father, from the license of servile 
dominion, was reduced to the gravity and moderation of a judge. 
The presence and opinion of Augustus confirmed the sentence of 
exile pronounced against an intentional parricide by the domestic 
tribunal of Arius. Ardian transpOl ted to an island the jealous par­
ent who, like a robber, lIad seized the opportunity of hunting, to 
assassinate a youth, the incestuous lover of his step-mother. 110 A 
private jurisdiction is repugnant to the spirit of monarchy; 
the parent was again reduced from a judge to an accuser; and the 
magistrates were enjoined by Severus Alexander to hear his com­
plaints and execute his sentence, He could no longer take the 
life of a son without incurring the guilt and punishment of 
murder; and the patns of parricide, from which lit' hac.. Deen 
excepted by the Pompeian law, were finally inflicted by the justice 
of Constantine. la 1'he same protection was due to every period 
of existence; and reason must applaud the humanity of Paulus, 
for imputing the crime of murder to the father who strangles, or 
starves, or ahandons his new-born infant ; or exposes him in a 
public place to find the mercy which he himself had denied. But 
the exposition of children was the prevailing and stubborn vice of 
antiquity: it was sometimes prescribed, often permitted, almost 
always practised with impunity, by the nations who never enter­
tained the Homan ideas of paternal power j and the dramatic 
poets, who appeal to the human heart, represent with indifference 
a popular custom which was palliated by the motives of economy 
and compassion. 112 If the father could subdue his own feelings, 
he might escape, though not the censure, at least the chastised 
ment, of the laws; and the Roman empire was stained with the 
blood of infants, till such murders were included, by Valentinian 
and his COlleagues, in the letter and spirit of the Cornelian law. 
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The lessons of jurisprudence 113 and Ohristianity had been insuffici­
ent to eradicate this inhuman practice, till their gentle influence was 
fortified by the terrors of capital punishment.1l4 

Experience has proved, that savages are the tyrants of the female 
sex, and that the conilition of women is usually softened by the 
:refinement of social life. In the hope of a robust progeny, 
Lycnrgns had delayed the season of marriage; it was fixed by 
l-uma at the tender age of twelve years, that the Roman husband 
might educate to his will a pure and obedient virgin. ltD Accord­
ing to the custom of antiquity, he bought his bride of her parents, 
and s!te fulfilled the coem.~)tion by purchasing, with three pieces of 
copper, a just introduction to his house Rnd household deities' 
A sacrifice of fruits was offerea by the pontiffs in the presence of 
ten witnesses; the contracting parties were stated on the same 
sheep-skin; they tasted a salt cake of far or rice; and this conjarrea­
tion,1l6 which denoted the ancient food of 'Italy, served as an 
emblem of their mystic union of mind ft.Ild body. :But this 
union on the sine of the woman was rigorous and unequal; and 
she renouncecl the name ancl worship of her father's house, to em­
brace a new servitude, decorated only by the title of adoption, a 
fiction of the law, neither rational nor elegant, bestowed on the 
mother of a family1l1 (her proper appellation) the strange characters 
of sister to her own children, and of daughter to her husband or 
master, who was invested with the plenitude of paternal power. 
:By his judgment or caprice her behavior was approved, or censured, 
or chastised; he exercised the jurisdiction of life and death; and 
it was allowed, that in the cases of adultery or drunkennes!'l,118 the 
sentence might be properly inflicted. She acquired and inherited 

.for the sole profit of her lord; and so clearly was woman defined, 
not as a person, but as a thing. that, if the original title were defici­
ent, she might be olaimed, like other movables, by the use and 
possession of an entire year. The inclination of the Roman hus­
band discharged or withheld the conjugal debt, so scrupulously 
exacted by the Athenian and Jewish laws: 119 but a.s polygamy was 
unknown. he could never admit to his bed a fairer or more favored 
partner. . 

After the Punic triumphs, the matrons of Rome aspired to the 
eommon benefits of a. free and opulent rapublic: their wishes wer.e 
gratified by the indulgence of fathers and lovers, and their ambI­
tion was unsuccessfully resisted by the gravity of Cato .the 
Censor.120 They declined" the solemnities of the old nuptIals; 
defeated the annual prescription by an absence of three days; 
and, without losing their name or independence, subscribed. the 
liberal and definite terms of a marriage contract. Of their pI'lVata 
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fortunes, they communicated the use, and secured the property: 
tile estates of a wife could neither be alienated nor mortgaged by 
a prodigal husband; their mutual gifts were prohibited by the 
jealousy of the laws; and the misconduct of either party might 
afford, under another name, a future subject' for an action of theft. 
'ro this loose and voluntary compact, religious and civil rights 
were no longer essential; and, between persons of a similar rank, 
the apparent community of life was allowed as surlicient evidence 
of their nuptials. The dignity of marriage was restored by the 
Christians, who derived all spiritual grace from the prayers of the 
faithful and the benediction of the priest or bishop. The origin, 
validity, and duties of the holy institution were regulated by the 
tradition of the synagogue; the precepts of the gospel, and the 
canons of general or provincial synods; 121 and the conscience of 
the Christians was awed by the decrees anq. censures of their 
ecclesiastical rulers. Yet the magistrates of Justinian were not 
subject to the authority of the church: the emperor consulted the 
unbelieving civilians of antiquity, and thp. choice of matrimonial 
laws in the Code and Pandects, is directed by the earthly motives 
of justice, policy, and the natural freedom of both sexes. 12:1 

Besides the agreement of the parties, the essence of every rational 
cop.tract, the Roman marriage required the previous approbation 
of the parents. A father might he forced by some recent laws to 
supply the wants of a mature daughter; but -even his insanity was 
not generally allowed to supersede the necessity of his consent. 
The causes of the dissolution of matrimony have varied amon'g the 
Romans; 023 but the most solemn sacrament, the confarreation 
itself, might always be done away by rites of a contrary tendency. 
In the first ages, the father of a family might sell his children, and 
his wife was reckoned in the number of his children: the domestic 
jujIge might pronounce the death of th~ offender, or his mercy 
mIght expel her from his bed and house; but the slavery of the 
wretched female was hopeless and perpetual, unless he asserted for 
his own- convenience the manly prerogative of divorce.* The 
warmest applause has been lavished on the virtue of the Romans, 
Who abstained from the exercise of this tempting privilege above 
five hundred years: 1U but the same fact evinces the unequal terms 
of a connection in which the slave was unable to renounce her 
tyrant, and the tyrant was unwilling to relinquish his slave. When 
the Roman matrons became the equal and voluntary companions' 
of their lords, a new jurisprudence was introduced, that marriage, 

L ~ l'tIontesquieu relates and explains this fact in a lliffercnt manner. Esprit def 
OlX,1. xvI. c.lo.-G. 
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like other partnerships, might be dissolved by the abdication of 
one of the associates. In three centuries of prosperity and cor­
ruption, this principle was enlarged to frequent practice and 
pernicious abuse. Passion, interest, or caprice, suggested dai1y 
motives for the dissolution of marriage; a word, a sign, a message, 
a letter, the mandate of a freedman, declared the separation; the 
most tender of h.uman connections was deg!"aded to a transient 
society of profit or pleasure. According to the various conditions 
of life, both sexes alternately felt the disgrace and injury: an 
inconstant spouse transferred her wealth to a new family, 
abandoning a numerous, perhaps a EpuriouS, progeny to the 
parental authority and care of her late hushand ; a beautiful virgil! 
might be dismissed to the world, old, indigent, and friendless; 
but the reluctance of the Romans, when they were pressed to 
marriage hy Augustus, sufficiently marks, that the prevailing 
institutions were least favorable to the males. A specious theory 
'is confuted by this free and perfect experiment, which demon­
strates, that the liberty of divorce does not contribute to happiness 
and virtue. The facility of separation would destroy all mutual 
confidence, and inflame every trifling dispute: the minute differ­
ence between a husband and a stranger, which might so easily 
be removed, might still more easily be forgotten; and the mat~on, 
who in five years can submit to the embraces of eight husbands, 
must cease to reverence the chastity of her own person. 1~~ 

ID;sufficinnt remedies followed with distant and tardy steps the 
rapid progress of the evil. The ancient worship of the Romans 
afiorded a peculiar goddess to hear and reconcile the complaints 
of a married life; but her epithet of Viriplaca,126 the appeaser of 
husbands, too clearly indicates on which side submission and 
repentance were always expected. Every act of a citizen was 
subject to the judgment of the censors; the first who used the 
privilege of dh·orce assigned, at their command, the motives of 
his conduct; J:lT and a senator was expellcd for dismissing his 
virgin spouse without the knowledge or advice of his friends. 
Whenever an action was instituted for the recovery of a marriage 
portion, the prmtor, as the guardian of equity, examined the cause 
and the characters, and gently inclined the scale in fay or of the 
guiltless and injured party. Augustus, who united the powers of 
both magistrates, adopted their different modes of repressing or 
chastising the license of divorce. 1211 The presence of seven Roman 
witnesses was required for the validity of this solemn and 
deliberate act: if any adequate provocation had been given by 
the husband, instead of the delay of two years, he was compelled 
to refund immediately, or in the space of six months; but if he 
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could arraign the manners of his wife, her guilt or levity was 
expiated by the loss of the sixth or eighth part of her marriage 
portion. The Christian princes were the first who specified the 
just causes of a private divorce; their institutions, from Con­
stantine to Justinian, appear to fluctuate between the custom of 
the empire and the wishes of the church,129 and the author of the 
Novels too frequently reforms the jurisprudence of the Code and 
Pandects. In the most rigorous laws, a wife was condemned to 
support a gamester, a drunkard, or a libertine, unless he was guilty 
of homicide, poison, or sacrilege, in which cases the marriage, as 
it should seem, might have been dissolved by the hand of tlle 
executioner. But the sacred right of the husband was invariably 
maintained, to deliver his name and family from the disgrace Gf 
adultery: the list" of mortal sins, either male or female, was 
(mrtailed and enlarged by successive regulations, and the obstacles 
·')f incurable impotence, lOIig absence, £lnd monastic profession, 
Tiere allowed to rescind the matrimonial obligation. Whoever 
Iransgressed the permission of the law, was subject to various and 
IlCavy penalties. The woman was stripped of her wealth and 
ornaments, without excepting the bodkin of her hair: if the man 
Introduced a new bride into his bcd, her fortune might be lawfully 
;eized by the vengeance of his exiled wife. ForfeitUl'e was some­
times commuted to a fine; the fine was sometimes aggravated by 
transportation to an island, or imprisonment in a monastery; the 
injured party was released from the bonds of marriage; but the 
Dffender, during life, or a term of years, was disabled from the 
repetition of nuptials. The successor of Justinian yielded to the 
prayers of his unhappy subjects, and restored the liberty of divorce 
by mutual consent i the civilians were unanimous, I~O the theolo­
gians were divided,131 and the ambiguous word, which contains 
the precepts of Christ, is flexible to any interpretation that the 
wisdom of a legislator can demand. 

The freedom of love and marriage was restrained among the 
Romans by natural and civil impediments. An instinct, almost 
innate and universal, appears to prohibit, the incestuous com­
lllerce 132 of parents and children in the infinite series of ascending 
and descending generations. Concerning the oblique and collat­
eral branches, nature is indifferent, reason mute, and custom various 
and arbitrary. In Egypt, the marriage of brothers and sisters was 
admitted without scruple or exception: a Spartan might espouse 
the daughter of his father, an Athenian, that of his mother; and 
the nuptials of an uncle with his niece were applauded at 
Athens as a happy union of the dearest relations. The profane 
lawgivers of Rome were never tempted by interest or superstiti()D 
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to multiply the forbidden degrees: but they inflexibly condemned 
the marriage of sisters and brothers, hesitated whether first cousins 
should be touched by the same interdict; revered the parental 
character of aunts and uncles,* and treated affinity aud adoption 
as a just imitation of the ties of blood. According to the proud 
maxims of the republic, a legal marriage could only be contracted 
by free citizens; an honorable, at least an ingenuous birth, was 
required for the spouse of a senator: but the blood of kings 
could never mingle in legitimate nuptials with the blood of a 
Roman; and the namfl of Stranger degraded Cleopatra and 
Berenice,183 to live the concubines of Mark Antony and Titus. 134 

This appellation, indeed, so injurious to the majesty, cannot with­
out indulgence be applied to the manners, of these Oriental queens. 
A concubine, in the strict sense of the civilians, was a woman of 
servile or plebeian extraction, the sole and faithful companion of 
a Roman cit:zen, who continued in a state of celibacy. Her modest 
station, below the honors of a wife, above the infamy of a pros­
titute, was acknowledged and approved by the laws: from tho 
age of Angustus to the tenth century, the use of this secondary 
marriage prevailed bnth in the West and East i and the humble 
virtues of a concub:ae were often preferred to the pomp' and 
{;lsolence of a noble matron. In this connection, the two 
Antonines, the best of princes and of men, enjoyed the comforts 
of domestic love: the example was imitated by many citizens 
impatient of celibacy, but regardful of their families. If at any 
time they desired to legitimate their natural children, the conver­
,Jon was instantly performe~ by the celebration of their nuptials 
with a partner whose fruitfulness and fidelity they had already 
tried. t By this epithet of natural, the offspring of the concubine 
were distinguished from the spurious brood of adultery, prostitu­
tion, and incest, to whom Justinian reluctantly grants the necessar) 
aliments of life; and these natural children alone were capable of 
succeeding to a sixth part af the inheritance of their reputed 
father. According to the rig~r of law, bastards were entitled only 
to the name and condition of their mother, from whom they might 
derive the character of a slave, a stranger, or a citizen. The 

* According to the earlier Jaw (Gaii Instit. p. 27), a man might marry his niece on 
the brother'!:', not on the. flister's side. The emperor Claudius set the example of 
the former. In the Institutes, this distinction was abolished, and both dec1arcd 
illegal.-Y. 

t The edict of Constantine first conft:rred this right; for Augustus 11ud prohib­
ited the taking as a concubine a woman who might be taken U8 a wife; and If mar­
riage took pJace afterwards, this marriage made 110 challge ill the righ18 of the 
c.hUdren born before it; recourse was theu had to adoption, properly called arroga 
tlOn.-G. 
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outcasts of every family were adopted without reproach as the 
children of the state. a() * 

The relation of guardian and ward, or, in Roman words, of 
tutor and pupil, which covers so many titles of the Institutes and 
Pandecte,136 is of a very simple and uniform nature. • The person 
and property of an orphan must always be trusted to the custody 
of some discreet friend. If the deceased father had not signified 
his choice, the agnats, or paternal kindred of the nearest degree, 
were compelled to act as the natural guardians: the Athenians 
were apprehensive of exposing the infant to the power of those 
most interested in his death; but an axiom of Roman jurisprudence 
has pronounced tllat the charge of tutelage should constantly at~ 
tend the emolument of succession. If the choice of the father, 
and the line of consanguinity, afforded no efficient guardian, the 
failure was supplied by the nomination of the prmtor of the city, 
or the president of the province. But the person whom they 
named to this p'liblic office might be legally excused by insanity or 
blindness, by ignorance or innbility, by previous enmity or adverse 

,Jntcrest, by the number of children or guardianships with which 
he was already burdened, and by the immunities which were 
granted to the useful labors of m3gistrates, lawyers, physicians, 
and professors. Till the jnfant could speak, and think, he was 
represented by the tutor, whose authority was finally determined 
by the age of puberty. 'Vithout his consent, no act of the pupil 
could bind himself to his own prejudice, th~ugh it might oblige 
others for his personal benefit. It is needless to observe, that the 
tutor often gave security, and always rendered an account, and 
that the want of diligence or integrity exposed him to a civil and 
,almost criminal action for the violation of his sacred trust. The 

* See, however. the two fragments of laws in the newly di~covercd extracts from 
the Theodosian Codel puhli"hed by M. A. Peyron, at Turin. By the first law of 
~on8ta\ltine, the legitimate offspring could aloue inherit; where there were no ncar 
legitimate r\·latives, the inheritance went to the fisCUli!. The son of a certain Licini­
anus, who had inherited hi!! father's property under the snpposition that he Willi 
legitimate, and had been promoted to a place of dignity, was to be degraded, his 
property confiscated, himseIt' punished with stripes nnd imprisonment. By the 
second, all person~, even of tbe highest rank, SCllators, perfc('tiFsimi. decemvirs, 
Were to he declared infamous, and out of the protection of the Roman law, if born 
ex ancilla, vel ancillre filia, vel libertii, ....el lihertm filia, sive Romana facta, seu 
~atinii, vel screnicm filiu. vel ex tabel"nanu. vel ex tallernarire filiii. vel humili vel ab­
jecta, vel lenouis, aut arenaril filia, vel qure mercimoniis pnblicis prrefuit. What· 
ever n fond futher had conferred on such children was revoked. nnll either restored 
to the Icgitimnte children, or confiscated to the Hate; the mothl'rl:l, )\'bo were guIlty of 
t~~l8. poisoning the minds.of the fathers, were to be put to the tOiture {tormentis su­
bJlc! jUl>emns). 'I'he unfortunate son oILidnianu", it appears from this second luw, 
huviug fled, tlad been taken, and WIIS ordered to be kept in chains 10 work in the 
Gynreceum at Carthage. Cod. Theodol:!. abo A. Peyron, 87-90.-111. 
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age of puberty had been rashly fixed by the civilians at .fourteen; =Ie 

but as the faculties of the mind ripen more slowly than those of 
the body, a curator was interposed to guard the fortunes of a Roman 
youth fromJIis own inexperience and headstrong passions. Such 
a trustee had been first instituted by the prretor, to save a family 
from the blind havoc of a prodigal or madman; and the minor 
was compelled, by the laws, to I;Plicit the same protection, to give 
validity to his acts till he accomplished the full period of twenty­
five years. Women were condemned to the perpetual tutelage of 
parents, husbands, or guardians: a sex created to please and obey 
was never supposed to have attained the age of reason and 
experience. Such, at least, was the stern and haughty spirit of 
the ancient law, which had been insensibly mollified before the 
time of Justinian. 

II. The original right of property can only be justified by the 
accident or merit of. prior occupancy; and on this foundation it is 
wisely established by the philosophy of the civilians. lS7 tfhe 
savage who hollows a tree, inserts a sharp stone into awooden 
handle, or applies a string to an elastic branch, becomes in a state 
of nature the just proprietor of tho canoe, the bow, or the hatchet. 
The materials were common to all ; the new form, the pl'o<1uce of 
his time and simple industry, belongs solely to himself. His 
hungry brethren cannot, without a sense of their own injustice, 
extort from the hunter the game of the forest overtaken or slain 
by his personal strength and dexterity. If his provident care 
preserves and multiplies the tame animals, whose nature is tractable 
to the ,arts of education, he acquires a perpetual title to the use 
and service of their numerous progeny, which derives its existence 
from him alone. If he encloses and cultivates a field for their 
sus.tenance and his own, a barren waste is converted into a fertile 
soil; the seed, the manure, the labor, create a new value, and the 
rewards of harvest are painfully earned by the fatigues of tho 
revolving year. In the successive states of society, the hunter, 
the shepherd, the husbandman, may defend their possessions by 
two reasons which forcibly appeal to the feelings of the human 
mind: that whatever they enjoy is the fruit of their own industry; 
Rnd that every man who envies their felicity, may purchase similar 
acquisitions by the exercise of similar diligence. Such, in truth, 
may be the freedom and plenty of a small colony cast on a fruittui 

. * Gibbon aCCllses tbe civili:ma of baving "rasbly fixed the age of puberty ~t 
tJPplve or fourteen years." It was not so \ before Justinian, no law existed on thIs 
15ti..1ject. Ulpian relates the discussions wnich took place on this point among the, 
different sects of civilians. See the Institutes, 1. i. tit. 22, and the fragments 0 
Ulpian. Nor was the cur.atorsbip obligatory t'or all minors.-W. 
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island. But the colony multiplies, while the space &till continues 
the same; the common rights, the equar inheritance of mankind, 
are engrossed by the bold and crafty; each field and forest is 
circmuscribed by the landmarks of a jealous master; and it is the 
peculiar pmise of the Roman jurisprudence, that it asserts the 
claim of the first occupant to the wild animals of the earth, the 
air, and the waters. In the progress from primitive equity to 
final injustice, the steps are silent, the shades are almost imper­
ceptible, and the absolute monopoly is guarded by positive laws 
and artificial reason. The active, insatiate principle of self-love 
can alone supply the arts of life and the wages of industry; and as 
soon as civil government and, exclusive property have been intro­
duced, they become necessary to the existence of the human race. 
Except in the singular institutions of Sparta, the wisest legislators 
have disapproved an agrarian law as a false and dang8rous 
innovation. Among the Romans, the enormous disproportion of 
wealth surmounted the ideal restraints of a doubtful tradition, 
and an obsolete statute; a tradition that the poorest follower .of 
Romulus had been endowed with the perpetual inheritance of two 
jugera; IS8 a statute which confined the richest citizen to the 
measure of five hundred jugera, or three hundred and twelve acres 
of land. The original territory of Rome consh,ted only of some 
miles of wood and meadow along the banks of the Tyber; and 
domestic exchange could add nothing to the national stock. "But 
the goods of an alien or enemy were lawfully exposed to the first 
hostile occupier: the city was enriched by the profitable trade of 
war; and the blood of her sons was the only price that was paid 
for the Yolscian sheep, the slaves of Britain, or the gems and gold 
of Asiatic kingdoms. In the language of ancient jurisprudence, 
which was corrupted and forgotten before the age of Justinian, 
these spoils were distinguished by the name of manceps or man­
cipium, taken with the hand; and whenever they were Bold or 
emancipated, the purchaser required some assurance that they had 
b.e~n the property of nn enemy, and not of a fellow-citizen. 139 A 
CItIzen could only forfeit his rights by apparent dereliction, and 
Such dereliction of a valuable interest could not easily be pre­
sumed. Yet, according to the Twelve 'l'ables, a prescription of 
one year for movables, and of two years for immovables, abolished 
the claim of the ancient m"aster, if the actual possessor hall 
acC!.uired them by a fair transaction from the person whom he 
~eheved to be the lawful proprietor. l40 Such conscientious in­
Justice, without any mixture of fraud or force, could seldom injur~ 
the members of a small republic; but the various periods of three, 
of ten, or of twenty years, determined by Justinian, are more 
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suitable to the latitude of a great empire. It is only in the term 
of prescription that the distinction of real and personal fortune 
has been remarked by the civilians; and their general idea of 
property is that of simple, uniform, and absolute dominion. The 
subordinate exceptions of use, of USUf1'uet, 141 of servitude,lu 
imposed for the benefit of a neighbor on lands and houses, are 
abundantly explained by the professors of jurisprudence. The 
claims of property, as far as they are altered by the mixture, the 
division, or the transformation of substances, are investigated 
with metaphysical subtility by the same civilians. 

The personal title of the first proprietor must be determined by 
his death : but the possession, without any appearance of change, 
is peaceably continued in his children, the associates of his toil, 
And the partners of his wealth, This natural inheritance has been 
protected by the legislators of every climate and age, and the 
father is encoutaged to persevere in slow and distant improve­
ments, by the tender hope, that a long posterity will enjoy the 
fruits of his labor, The principle of hereditary succession is uni­
versal ; but the order has been variously established by conven­
ience or caprice, by the spirit of national institutions, or by some 
partial example which was originally decided by fmud or vio­
lence. The jurisprudence of the Romans appears to have devi­
ated from the equality of nature much less than the Jewish, as the 
Athenian,l44 01' the English institutions. w On the death of a 
citizen, all his descendants, unless they were already freed from 
his paternal power, were called to the inheritance of his posses­
sions. The insolent prerogative of primogeniture was unknown; 
the two sexes were placed on. a just level; all the sons and daugh­
ters were entitled to an equal portion of the patrimonial estate; 
and if any of the sons had been intercepted by a pr~mature death, 
his person was represented, and his share was divided, by his sur­
viving children. On the failure of the direct line, the right of 
succession must diverge to the collateral branches. The degrees 
of kindred 146 are numbered by the civilians, ascending from the 
last possessor to a common parent, and descending from the com­
mon parent to the next heir: my father stands in the first de­
gree, my brother in the second, his children in the third, and t~e 
remainder of the series may be conceived by fancy, or pictured lD 
a genealogical table. In this computation, a distinction was 
made, essential to the laws and even the constitution of Rome; 
the agnats, or persons connected by a line of males, were called, as 
they stood in the nearest deg'l'ee, to an equal partition j but a 
female was incapable of transmitting any legal claims j and the 
cognats of every rank, without excepting the dear relation of ft 
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mother and a son, were disinherited by the Twelve Tables, as 
strangers and aliens. Among the Romans, agens or lineage was 
united by a common name and domestic rites; the various cogno.­
mens or surname8 of Scipio, or Marcellus, distinguishd from each 
other the subordinate branches or families of the Cornelian or 
Claudian race: the default of the agnat8, of the same surname, 
was supplied by the larger denomination of gentile8/ and the vig­
ilance of the laws maintained, in the same name, the perpetual 
descent of religion and property. A similar principle dictated the 
Voconian law,141 which abolished the right of female iriheritance. 
As long as virgins were given or sold in marriage, the adoption of 
the wife extinguished the hopes of the daughter. But the equal 
succession of independent matrons supported their pride and lux­
ury, and might transport into a foreign house the riches of their 
fathers. While t1}e maxims of Cato 148 were revered, they tended, 
to perpetuate in each family a just and virtuous mediocrity: till 
female blandishments insensibly triumphed j-and every salutary 
restraint was lost in the dissolute greatness of the republic. The 
rigor of the decemvirs was tempered by the equity of the prretors. 
Their edicts restored and emancipated posthumous children to the 
rights of nature; and upon the failure of the agnat8, they pre­
ferred the blood of the cognats to the name of the gentiles, whose 
title and character were insensibly covered with oblivion. The 
reciprocal inheritance of mothers and sons was established in the 
Tertullian and Orphitian decrees by the humanity of the senate. 
A new and more impartial order was introduced by the Novels of 
Justinian, who affected to revive the jurisprudence of the Twelve 
Tables. The lines of masculine and female kindred were con­
founded: the descending, ascending, and collateral series was ac­
curately defined ; and each degree, according to the proximity of 
blood and affection, succeeded to the vacant possessions of a Ro­
man citizen. m ­

The order of succession is regulated by nature, or at least by 
the general and permanent reason of the lawgiver: but this order 
is frequently violated by the arbitrary and partial will8, which 
prolong the dominion of the testator beyond the grave. 160 In the 
simple state of society, this last use or abuse of the right of prop­
erty is seldom indulged: it was introduced at Athens by the laws 
of Solon; and the private testaments of the father of a family are 
authorized by the Twelve Tables. Before the time of the decem... 
virs,lf:l a Homan citizen exposed his wishes and motives to the as­
sembly of the thirty curire or parishes, and the general law of in­
heritance was suspended by an occasional act of the legislature. 
After the permission of the decemvirs, each private lawgiver pro­
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mulgated his verbal or written testament in the presence of five 
citizens, who represented the five classes of the Roman people; a 
sixth witness attested their concurrence; a seventh weighed the 
copper.money, which was paid by an imaginary purchaser; and. 
the estate was emancipated by a fictitious sale and immediate re­
tease. This singnlar ceremony,102 which excited the wonder of 
'~he Greeks, was still practised in the age of Severus; but the pIre­
tors had already approved a more simple testament, for which 
they required the seals ~nd signatures of seven witnesses, free 
from all legal exception, and purposely summoned for the execu­
tion of that important act. .A domestic monarch, who reigned 
over the lives and fortunes of his children, might distribute their 
respective shares according to the degrees of their meri_t or hIS 
affection; his arhitrary displeasure chastised an unworthy son by 
the loss of his inheritance, and the mortifyiq.g preference of a 
stranger. But the experience of unnatural parents recommended 
some limitations of their testamentary powers. .A son, or, by the 
laws. of Justinian, even a daughtcr, could no longer be disinher­
ited by their silence: they were compelled to name the criminal, 
and to specify the offence; and the justice of the emperor enumer­
ated the sole causes that could justify such a violation of the' first 
principles of nature and society.l~~ Unless a legitimate portion, a 

. fourth part, had been reserved for the children, they were enti­
tled to institute an action or complaint of inofficWus testament; to 
suppose that their father's understanding was impaired by sick­
ness or age; and respectfully to appeal from his rigorous sentence 
to the deliberate wisdom of the magistrate. In t.he Roman juris­
prudence, an essential distinction was admitted between the in­
heritance and the legacies. The heirs who succeeded to ,the entire 
unity. or to any of the twelve fractions of the substance of the 
testator, represented his civil and religious character, asserted his 
rights; fulfiHed his obligations, and discharged tlie gifts of friend­
ship or liberality, which his last will had bequeathed under the 
name of legacie!'!, But as the imprudence or prodigality of a dy­
ing man might exhaust the inheritance, and lea,'e only risk u?ld 
labor to his successor, he waf: empowered to l"etain the FIllcidtan 
portion; to deduct., before the payment of the legacies, flo clear 
fourth for his own emolument. A reasonable time was allowed 
to 6xamine the proportion between the debt<; and the estate, t.o 
decide whether he should accept or refuse the testament; an.d If 
he used the benefit of an inventory, tho demands of the c~e(bt~rs 
could not exceed the valuation of the effects. The last WIll of a 
citizen might be altered during his life, or rescinded after his 
death: the persons whom he named might die before him, or re' 
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ject the inheritance, or be exposed to some legal disqualification. 
In the contemplation of these events, he was permitted to Substi­
tute second and third heirs, to replace each other according to the 
order of the testament; and the incapacity of a madman or an in~ 
fant to bequeath his property might be supplied by a similar sub­
stitution.1u But the power of· the testator expired with the ac­
ceptance of the testament: each Roman of mature age and discre­
tion acquired the absolute dominion of his inheritance, and the 
simplicity of the civil law was never clouded by the long and in­
tricate entails which confine the happiness and freedom of unborn 
generations. 
Conque~t and the formalities of law established the use of oodi­

eils. If a Roma~ was surprised by death in a remote province of 
the empire, he addressed a short epistle to his legitimate or testa­
mentary heir; who fulfilled with honor, or neglected with impu­
nity, this last reque&t, which the judges before the age of Au­
gustus were not authorized to enforce. A codicil might be ex­
pressed in any mode, or in any language; but the subscription of 
five witnesses must declare that it was the genuine composition of 
the author. His intention, however laudable, was sometimes ille­
gal; and the invention of jidei-oommi88a, or trusts, arose from the 
struggle between natural justice and positive jurisprudence. A 
stranger of Greece or Africa might be the friend or benefactor 
of a childless Roman, but none, except a fellow-citizen, could act 
as his heir. The Voconian law, which abolished female succes­
sion, restrained the legacy or inheritance of a woman to the sum 
of one hundred thousand sesterces, m and an only daughter was 
condemned almost as an alien in her father's house. The zeal of 
friendship, and parental affection, suggested a liberal artifice: a 
qualified citizen was named in the testament, with a prayer or in­
junction that he would restore the inheritance to the person for 
Whom it ~as truly intended. Various was the conduct of the 
trustees in this painful situation: they had sworn to observe the 
laws of their country, but honor prompted them to·violate their 
oath; and if they preferred their interest under the mask of 
patriotism, -they forfeited the esteem of every virtuous mind. 
The dt!claration of Augustus relieved their doubts, gave a legal 
sanction to confidential testaments and codicils, and gently un­
!3velled the forms and restraints of the republican jurispru­
(Jence. la6 But as the new practice of trusts degenerated into 
some abuse, the trustee was enabled, by the Trebellian and 
~egasion decl'ees. to reserve one fourth of the estate, 01' to trans­
er on the head of the real heir all the debts and actions of the 

sUccession. The interpretation of tefltaments was strict and li~ 

http:stitution.1u


246 THE DECLINE· AND l!'ALL 

eraI; but the language of trusts and codicils was delivered from 
the minute and technical accuracy of the civilians. In 

III. The general duties of mankind are imposed by their public 
and private relations: but their specific obligations to each other 
can only be the effect of, 1, a promise, 2, a benefit, or 3, an in­
jury: and when these obligations are ratified by law, the inter­
ested party may compel the performance by a judicial action" On 
this principle, the civilians of every country have erected a similar 
jurisprudence, the fair conclusion of universal reason and justice. I.e 

1. The goddess of faith (of human and social faith) was wor­
shipped, not only in her temples, but in the lives of the Romans; 
and if that nation was deficient in the more amiable qualities of 
benevolence and generosity, they astonished the Gl"eeks by their 
sincere and simple performance of the most burdensome engage­
ments. 1.9 Yet among the same people, according to the rigid 
maxims of the patricians and decemvirs, a naked pact, :l. promise, 
or even an oath, did not create any civil obligation, unless it was 
confirmed by the legal form of a stipulation. Whatever might bc 
the etymology of the Latin word, it conveyed the idea of a firm 
and irrevocable contract, which was always expressed in the mode 
of a question and answer. Do you promise to pay me one hun­
dred pieces of gold? was the solemn interrogation of Seius. I do 
promise, was the reply of Sempronius. The friends of Sempro­
nius, who answel"ed for his ability and inclination, might be sepa­
rately used at the option of Seius; and the benefit of partition, or 
order of reciprocal actions, insensibly deviated from the strict 
theory of stipulation. The most caQ.tious and deliberate consent 
was justly required to sustain the validity of a gratuitous prom­
ise ; and the citizen who might have obtained a legal security, in­
curred the suspicion of fraud, and paid the forfeit of his neglect. 
But the ingenuity of the civilians successfully labored to convert 
simple engagements into the form of solemn stipUlations. The 
prretors, as the guardians of social faith, admitted every rationaL 
evidence of a voluntary and deliberate act, which in their tribu­
nal produced an equitable obligation, and for which they gave an 
action and a remedy. 160 ­

2. The obligations of the second class, as they were contracted 
by the delivery of a thing, are marked by the civilians with the 
epithet of real. 161 A grateful return is due to the author of a 
benefit; and whoever is intrusted with the property of another, 
has bound himself to the sacred duty of restitution. In the case 
of a friemlly loan, the merit of generosity is on the side of the 
lender only; in a deposit, on the side of the receiver; but in a 
pledge, and the rest of the selfish commerce of ordinary life, the 
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benefit is compensated by an equivalent, and the obligation to re­
store is variously modified by the nature of the trans~ction. The 
Latin language very happily" expresses the fundamental difIer~nce 
between the comnwdatum and the mutuum, which our poverty is 
reduced to confound under the vague and common appellation of 
a loan. In the former, the borrower wa3 obliged to restore the, 
same individual thing with which he had been accommodated for 
the temporary supply of his wants; in the latter, it was des­
tined for his use and consumption, and he discharged this mutual 
engagement, by substituting the same specific value according to 
a just estimation of number, of weight, and of measure. In the 
contract of 8ale, the absolute dominion is . transferred to the pur­
chaser, and he repays the benefit with un adequate sum of gold or 
silver, the price and universal standard of all earthly posspssions. 
The obligation of another contract, that of location, is of a more 
complicated kind. Lands or houses, labor or talents, may be 
hired for a definite term; at the expiration of the time, the thing 
itself must be restored to the owner, with an additional reward 
for the beneficial occupation and employment. In these lucrative 
contracts, to which may be added those of partnership and com­
missions, the civilians sometimes imagine the delivery of the ob­
ject, und sometimes presume the consent of the p'arties. The sub­
stantial pledge has been refined into the invisible rights of a mort­
gage or hypotheca / and the agreement of sale, for a certain price, 
imputes, from that moment, the chances of gain or loss to the ac­
count of the purchaser. It may be fairly supposed, that every 
man will obey the dictates of his interest j and if he accepts the 
benefit, he is obliged to sustain the expense, of the transaction. In 
this boundless subject, the historian will observe the location of 
land and money, the rent of the one and the interest of the other, 
as they materially affect the prosperity of agriculture and com­
merce., The landlord was often obliged to advance the stock and 
instruments of husbandry, and to content himself with a partition 
of the fruits. If the feeble tenant was oppressed by accident, 
contagion, or hostile violence, he claimed a proportionable relief 
from the equity of the laws: five years were the customary term, 
and no solid or costly improvements could be expected from a 
fanner, who, at each moment, might be ejected by the sale of the 
estate. 162 Usury, :63 the inveterate grievance of the city, had been 
discouraged by the Twelve Tables,164 and abolished by the clam­
ors of the people. It was revived by their wants and idlenes~, 
tolerated by the discretion of the prretors, and finally determined 
by the Code of Justinian. Persons of illustrious rank were con­
fined to the moderate profit of four per cent. J' six was pronQunced 
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to be the ordinary and legal standard Qf interest; eight was 
allowed for. the convenience of manufacturers and merchants; 
twelve was granted to nautical insurance, which the wiser ancientb 
had not attempted to define; but, except in this IJerilous adven­
ture, the practice of exorbitant usury was severely restrained. 1fj 

' 

The most simple interest was condemned by the clergy of the East 
and West j I~O but the sense of mutual benefit, which bad tri­
umphed over the laws of the republic, has resisted with equal 
firmness the decrees of the church, and even the prejudices of 
mankind. 1d7 

3. Nature and society impose the strict obligation of repairing 
an injury; and the sufferer by private injustice acquires a per­
sonal right and a legitimate action. If the property of another 
be intrusted to our care, the requisite degree of care may rise and 
fall according to the benefit which we derive from such temporary 
possession j we are seldom made responsible for-inevitable acci­
dent, but the consequences of a voluntary fault must always be 
imputed to the author. 168 A Roman pursued and recovered his 
stolen goods by a civil action of theft; they :qlight pass through 
a succession of pme and innocent hands, but nothing less than a 
prescription of thirty years could extinguish his original claim. 
They were restored by the sentence of the prretor, and the injury 
was compensated by double, or threefold, or even quadruple 
damages, as the deed had been perpetrated by secret fraud or 
open rapine, as the robber had been surprised in the fact, or 
detected by a subsequent research. The Aquilian law 169 defended 
the living property of a citizen, his slaves and cattle, from the 
stroke of malice or neg1igence: the highest price was aUowea 
that could be ascribed to the domestic animal at any moment of 
the year preceding his death; a similar latitude of thirty days was 
granted on the destruction of any other valuable effects. A per· 
sQnal injury is blunted or sharpened by the manners of the times 
and the sensibility of the individual: the pain or the disgrace of 
a word or blow cannot easily be appreciated by a pecuniary 
equivalent. The rude jurisprudence of the decemvirs had con­
founded all hasty insults, which did not amount to the fracture of 
a limb, by condemning the aggressor to the common penalty of 
twenty-five asses. But the same deuc,)mination of mOlley was re· 
duced, in three centuries, from a pound to the weight of half an 
ounce: and the insolence of a wealthy ROII.an indulged himselt 
in the cheap amusement of breaking and satisfying the law of the 
Twelve Tables. Veratius ran through the streets striking O!l ~he 
face the ingffensive passengers, and his attendant purse-bearer Im~ 
mediately silenced their clamors by the legal tender of twenty-five 



OF THE ROMAN E!IPIRE. 249 

pieces of copper, about the value or" one shilling. 170 The equity of 
the prretors examined and estimated the distinct merits of each 
particular complaint. In the adjudication of civil damages, the 
magistrate assumed a right to consider the various circumstances 
of time and place, of age and dignity, which may aggravate the 
Rhame and sufferings of the injured person: but if he admitted 
!he idea of a fine, a punishment, an example, he invaded the prov­
mee, though, perhaps, he supplied the defects, of the criminal 
law. 

The execution of the Alban dictator, who was dismembered by 
eight horses, is represented by Livy af. the first and the last in­
stance of Roman cruelty in the punishment of the most atrocious , 
crimes.171 But this act of justice, or revenge, was inflicted on a 
foreign' enemy in tne heat of victory, and at the command of a 
single man. The Twelve Tables afford a more decisive proof of 
the national spirit, since they were framed by the wisest of the 
senate, and accepted by the free voices of the people; yet these 
laws, like the statutes of Draco,112 are written in characters of 
blood. 173 They approve the inhuman and unequal principle of re­
taliation ; and the forfeit of an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, 
a limb for a limb, is rigorously exacted, unless the offender can 
redeem his pardon by a fine of three hundred pounds of copper. 
~he decemvirs distributed with much liberality the slighter chas­
h~ements of flagellation and servitude; and nine crimes of a very 
dIfferent complexion are adjudged worthy of death. 1. Any act 
of treason against the state, or of correspondence with the public 
enemy. The mode of execution was painful and ignominious: 
the head of the degenerate Roman was shrouded in a veil, his 
hands were tied behind bis back, and after he had been scourged 
by the Hctor, he was· suspended in the midst of the forum on a 
cross, or inauspicious tree. 2. .Nocturnal meetings in the city; 
Whatever might be the pretence of pleasure or religion, or the 
public good. 3, 'fhe murder of a citizen; for which the com­
mon feelings of mankind demand the blood of the murderer. Poi­
son is still more odious than the sword or dagger; and we are 
surprised to discover, in two flagitious events, how early such 
subtle wickedness had infected the simplicity of the republic, and 
tl,le chaste virtu~s of the Roman matrons.114 The parricide, who 
VIolated the duties of nature and gratitude, was cast into the river 
or the sea, enclosed in a sack; and a cock, a viper, a dog, and a 
~ollkey, were suocessively added, as the most suitable compan­
Ions.115 Italy produces no monkeys; but the want could never be 
felt, ~ill the middle of the sixth century first revealed the guilt ?f a. 
parrIcIde. 116 4. The malice of an incendiary. After the preVIOUS 
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ceremony of whipping, he himself was delivered to the flames ~ 
and in this example alone our reason is tempted' to applaud the 
justice of retaliation. 5. Judicial perjury. The corrupt or mali­
cious witness was thrown headlong from the Tarpeian rock, to ex­
piate his falsehood, which was rendered still more fatal by the 
severity of the penal laws, and·the deficiency of written evidence. 
6. The corruption of a judge, who accepted bribes to pronounce 
,an iniquitous sentence. 7. Libels and satires, whose rude strains 
sometimes disturbed the peace of an illiterate city. The author 
was beaten with clubs, a worthy chastisement, but it is not cer­
tain that he was left to expire under the blows of the execu­
tioner.l71 8. The nocturnal mischief of a.umaging or destroying a 
neighbor'S corn. The criminal was suspended as a grateful vic­
tim to Ccres. But the sylvan deities were less implacable, and 
the extirpation of a more valuable tree was compensated by the 
moderate fine of twenty-five pounds of copper. ' 9. Magical.in­
cantations ; whicl1 had power, in the opinion of the Latian shep­
herds, to exhaust the strength of an enemy, to extinguish his life, 
and to remove from their seats his deep-rooted plantations. The 
prueltyof the Twelve Tables against insolvent debtors still remains 
to be told; and I shall dare to prefer the literal sense of antiquity 
to the specious refinements ·of modern criticism. l7i * After the 
judicial proof or confession of the debt, thirty days of grace were 
allowed before a Roman was delivered into the power of his fel­
low-citizen. In this private prison, twelve ounces of rice were his 
daily food; he might be bound with a chain of fifteen pounds 
weight; and his misery was thrice exposed in the market-place, 
to solicit the compassion of his friends and countrymen. At the 
expiration of sixty days, the debt was discharged by the loss of 
liberty or life; the insolvent debtor was either put to death, or 
sold in foreign slavery beyond the Tyber : but, if several creditors 
,were alike obstinate and unrelenting, they might legally dismern· 
ber his body, and satiate their revenge by this horrid partition. 
The advocates for this savage law have insisted, that it must 
strongly operate in deterring idleness and fraud from contracting 
debts which they were unable to discharge; but experience would 
dissipate this salutary terror, by proving that no creditor could be 
found to exact this unprofitable penalty of life or limb. As the 
manners of Rome were insensibly polished, the criminal code of 
the decemvirs was abolished by the humanity of accusers, witnesses, 
and judges; and impunity became the consequence of immoderate 
rigor. The Porcinn and Valerian laws prohibited the magistrate~ 

* lIngo (Histoire dn Droit Romain; tom. i. p. 234) concurs with Gibbon, See Nie­
buhr, vol. ii. p. 313.--M. 
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from inflicting On a free citizen any capital, or even corporal, pun 
isillnent; and the obsolete statutes of blood were artfully, and 
perhaps truly, ascribed to the spirit, not of patrician, but of regal, 
tyranny. 

In the absence of penal laws, and the insufficiency of civil ac­
tions" the peace and justice of the city were imperfectly main­
tained by the private jurisdiction of the citizens. The malefac­
tors who replenish our jails are the outcasts of society, and the 
crimes for which they suffer may be commonly ascribed to igno­
rance, poverty, and brutal appetite. For the perpetration of sim­
ilar enormities, a vile plebeian might claim and abuse the sacred 
character of a member of the republic: but, on the proof or sus-" 
picion of guilt, the slave, or the stranger~ was nailed to a cross; 
and this strict and summary justice might be exercised without 
restraint over the greatest part of the populace of Rome. Each 
family contained a domestic tribunal, which was not confined, 
like that of the prretor, to the cognizance of external actions : vir­
tuous principles and habits were inculcated by the discipline of 
education; and the Roman father was accountable to the state for 
the manners of his children, since he disposed, without appeal; of 
their life, their liberty, and their inheritance. In some pressing 
emergencies, the citizen was authorized to avenge hj~ private or 
public wrongs. The consent of the Jewish, the Athenian, and 
the Roman laws approved the slaughter of the noctural thief; 
though in open daylight a robber could not be slain without some 
previous evidence of danger and complaint. Whoever surprised 
an adulterer in his nuptial bed might freely exercise his re­
venge ; m the most bloody and wanton outrage was e.xcused by 
the provocation; !80 nor was it before the reign of Augustus that 
the husband was reduced to weigh the rank of the offender, or 
that the parent was condemned to sacrifice his daughter with her 
guilty seducer. After the expulsion of the kings, the ambitious 
Roman, who should dare to assume their title or imitate their 
tyranny, was devoted to the infernal gods: each of his fellow· 
citizens was armed with the sword of justice; and the act of Bru­
tus, however repugnant to gratitude or prudence, had been 
already sanctified by the judgment of his country.1S1 The barbar­
ous practice of wearing arms in the midst of peace,1811 and the 
bloody maxims of honor, were unknown to the Romans; and, 
during the two purest ages, from the establishment of equnl free­
dom to the end of the Punic wars, the city was never disturbed 
by sedition, and rarely polluted with atrocious crimes. The failure 
of penal laws was more sensibly felt, when every vice was in­
flamed by faction at bome and dominion abroad. In the time of 
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Cicero, each private citizen enjoyed the privilege of anarchy; each 
minister of the republic was exalted to the temptations of regal 
powel', and their virtues are entitled to,the warmest praise, as the 
spontaneous fruits of nature or philosoph;. After a triennial-in­
dulgence of lust, rapine, and cruelty, Verres, the tyrant of Sicily, 
eouid only be sued for the pecuniary r<:stitution of three hundred 
thousand pounds sterling ;- and such was the temper of the laws, 
the judges, and perhaps the accuser himself, 183 that, on refund· 
ing a thirteenth part of his plunder, Verres could retire to an easy 
and luxurious exile. 18. , 

The first imperfect attempt to restore the proportion of crimes 
and punishments was made by the dictator Sylla, who, in the 
midst of his sanguinary triumph, aspired to restrain the license, 
rather than to oppress the liberty, of the Romans. He gloried in 
the arbitrary proscription of four thousand seven hundred citi­
zens. lbG But, in the character of a legislator, he respected the 
prejudices of the times; and, instead of pronouncing a sentence 
of death against the robber or assassin, the general \vho betrayed 
an army, or the magistrate who ruined a province, Sy11a was con­
tent to aggravate the pecuniary damages by the penalty of exile, 
or, in more constitutional language, by the interdiction of fire and 
water. The Cornelian, and afterwards the Pompeian afid Julian, 
laws introduced a new system of criminal jurisprudence; 186 and 
the emperors, from Augustus to Justinian, disguised their jncreas­
ing Iigor under the names of the original authors. But the in­
vention and frequent use of extraordinary pains proceeded from 
the desire to extend and conceal the progress of despotism. In 
the condemnation of illustrio~s Romans, the senate was always 
prepared to confound, at the will of their masters, the judicial 
and legislative powers. It was the duty of the governors to 
maintain the peace of their province, by the arbitrary and rigid 
administration of justice; the freedom of the city evaporated in 
the extent of empire, and the Spanish malefactor, who claimed 
the privilege of a Roman, was elevated by the command of Galba 
on ,a fairer and more lofty cross. 181 Occasional rescripts 'issued 
from the throne to decide the questions which, by their novelty 
or importance, appeared to surpass the authority and discernment 

. of a proconsul. 'l'ransportation and beheading were reserved for 
honorable persons; meaner criminals were eit her hanged, or burnt, 
or buried in the mines, or exposed to the wild beasts of the am­
phitheatre. Armed robbers were pursued and extirpated as the 
enemies of society; the driving away horses or cattle was made a 
capital offence; 188 but simple theft was uniformly considered as a 
mere civil and private injury. The degrees of guilt, and the 
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modes of punishment, were too often determined by the discre­
tion of the fulers, and the subject was left in ignorabce of the 
legal danger which he might incur by every action of his life. 

A sin, a vice, a crime, are the objects of theology, ethics, and 
jurisprudence. 'Vhenever theh· judgments agree, they corrobo­
rate each other; but, as often as they differ, a prudent leg~slator 
appreciates the guilt and punishment ,according to the measure of 
social injury. On this principle, the most daring attack on the 
life and property of a private citizen is judged less atrocious than 
the crime of treason or rebellion, which invades' the majesty of the 
republic: the obsequious civilians unanimously pronounced, that 
the republic is contained in the person of its chief; and the €dge 
of the Julian law was sharpened by the incessant diligence of the 
emperors. The licentious commerce of the sexes may be tolerated 
as an impulse of nature, or forbidden as a source of disorder and 
corruption; hut the fame, the fortunes, the family of the hus­
band, are seriously injured by the adultery of the wife. The wis.. 
dom of Augustus, after curbing the freedom of revenge, applied 
to this domestic offence the animadversion of the laws: and the 
guilty parties, after the payment of heavy forfeitures and fines, 
were condemned to long or perpetual exile in two separate 
islands. ISg Religion pronounces an equal censure against the infi­
delity of the husband; but, as it is not accompanied by the same 
civil effects, the wife was never permitted to vindicate her 
wrongs; 190 and the distinction of simple or double adultery, so 
familiar and so important in the canon law, is unknown to the 
jurisprudence of the Code and the Pandects. I touch with reluc.. 
tance, and despatch with impatience, a more odious vice, of 
which modesty rejects the name, and nature abominates the idea. 
The primitive Romans were infected by the example of the Etrus­
cans UI and Greeks: 192 in the mad abuse of prosperity and power, 
every pleasure that is innocent was deemed insipid; and the 
Scatinian'law,193 which had been extorted by an act of violence, 
was insensibly abolished by the lapse of time and the multitude of 
criminals. By this law, the rape, perhaps the seduction, 'of an 
ingenuous youth, was compensated, as n personal injury, by the 
poor damages of ten thousand sesterces, or fourscore pounds; the 
ravisher might be slain by the resistance or revenge of chastity; 
and I wish to believe, that at Rome, as in Athens, the voluntary 
and effeminate deserter of his sex was degraded from the llOnors 
a~d the rights of a citizen. IH But the practice of vice was not 
dIscouraged by the severity of opinion: the indelible stain of 
manhood was confounded with the more venal .transgressions of 
fornication and adultery, nor was the licentious lover exposed to 
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the same dishonor which he impressed on the male or female par~ 
ner of his guilt. From Catullus to Juvenal,19l'> the poets accuse 
and celebrate the degeneracy of the times; and the reformation 
of manners was feebly attempted by the reason and authority of 
the civilians till the most virtuous of the Cresars proscribed tho 
sin 'agllinst nature as a crime against society-lUS 

A new spirit of legislation, respectable even in its error, arose 
in the empire with the religion of Constantine. IQ7 The laws of 
Mos~ were received as the divine original of justice, and the 
Christian princes adapted their penal statutes to the degrees of 
moral and religious turpitude. Adultery was first declared to be 
a capital offence: the frailty of the sexes was assimilated to poi­
son or assassination, to sorcery ,or parricide ; the same penalties 
were inflicted on the passive and active guilt of prederasty; and 
all criminals of free or servile condition were either drowned or 
beheaded, or cast alive into the avenging flames. The adulterers 
were spared by the common sympathy of mankind; but the lovers 
of their own sex were pursued by general arid pious indignation: 
the impure manners of Greece still prevailed in the cities of Asia, 
and every vice was fomented by the celibacy of the monks and 
clergy. Justinian relaxed the punishment at least of female infi~ 
delity : the guilty spouse was only condemned to solitude and 
penance, and at the end of two years she might be recalled to the 
arms of a forgiving husband. But the same emperor declared 
himself the implacable enemy of unmanly lust, and the cruelty of 
bis persecution can scarcely be excused by the purity of his m04 

tives. 198 In defiance of every principle of justice, he stretched to 
past as well as future offences the operations of his edicts, with 
the previous allowance of a short respite for confession and par­
don. - A painful death was inflicted by the amputation of the sin­
ful instrument, or the insertion of sharp reeds into the pores and 
tubes of most exquisite sensibility; and Justinian defended the 
propriety of the execution, since the criminals would have lost 
their hands, had they been convicted of sacrilege. ,In this state 
of disgrace and agony, t\Vo bishops, Isaiah of Rhodes and Alcx4 
ander of Diospolis, were dragged through the streets of Constan­
tinople, while their brethren were admonished, by the voice of a 
crier, to observe this awful lesson, and not to pollute the sanctity 
of their character. Perhaps these prelates were innocent. A sen­
tenc~ of death and infamy was often founded on the slight and 
suspicious evidence of a child or a servant: the guilt of the green 
faction, of the rich, and of the enemies of Theodora, was pre~ 
sumed by the judges, and pooderasty became the crime of those to 
whom no crime could be imputed. A French philosopher Iv'l has 
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dared to remark that whatever is se02'et must be doubtful, and 
that our natural horror of vice may be abused as an engine of 
tyranny. But the favorable persuasion of the same writer, that a 
legislator may confide in the taste and reason of mankind, is im­
peached by the unwelcome discovery of the antiquity and extent 
of the disease. 200 • 

The free citizens of Athens and Rome enjoyed, in all criminsl 
cases, the invaluable privirege of being tried by their country. 201 

1. The administration of justice is the most ancient office of 8 

prince: it was exercised by the Roman kings, and abused by Tar~ 
quin j who alone, without law or council, pronounced his art~· 
trary judgments. The first consuls succeeded to this regal pre­
rogative ; but the sacred right of appeal soon abolished the juris­
diction of the magistrates, and all public causes were decidr-!d by 
the supreme tribunal of the people. But a wild democracy, mpe­
rior to the forms, too often disdains the essential principl~s, of 
justice: the pride of despotism was envenomed by plebeian envy, 
and the heroes of AtllCDS might sometimes applaud the hapClinesB 
of the Persian, whose fate depended on the caprice of a ~ingle 
~yrant. Some salutary restraints, imposed by the people OIr. their 
own passions, were at once the cause an'if effect of the gravity 
and temperance of the Romans. The right of accusation was con­
fined to the magistrates. A vote of the thirty-five tribes could inflict 
a fine; but the cognizance of all capital crimes was reserved by a 
fundamental law to the assembly of the centuries, in whi\!h the 
weight of influence and property was sure to preponderate., Re­
peated proclamations and adjournments were interposed. tc· allow 
time for prejudice and resentment to subside: the whol" pro­
ceeding might be annulled by a seasonable omen, or the opposi­
tion of a tribune; and such pupular trials were commonly less 
formidable to innocence than they were favorable to guilt. Bnt 
this union of the judicial and legislative powers left ·t doubtful 
Whether the accused party was pardoned or acquitted; and, in 
the defence of an illustrious client, the orators of Rome and Ath­
ens address their arguments to the policy and benevolence, as well 
as to the justice, of their sovereign. 2. The tusk of convening 
the citizens for the trial of each offender hecame more difficult, as 
the citizens and the offenders con~inually multiplied; and the 
Toady expedient was adopted of delegating the jurisdiction of the 
people to the ordinary ma~istrates, or to extraordina.ry inqtlisitors. 
In the first ages these questions were rare and occasional. In the 
beginning of the seventh century of Rome they were made per­
petual: four prretors were annually empowered to sit in jUdgment 
on the state offences of treason, ~~9.tli~n, peculation, and bribery; 

R. E. iii.-9 
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and Sylla added new prretors and new questions for those crimee 
which more directly injure the safety of individuals. By these 
inquisitor8 the trial was prepared and directed; but they could 
only pronounce the sentence of the majodty of judges, who with 
80me truth, and more prejudice, have been compared to the Eng­
lish juries. m To discharge this important, though burdensome 
office, an- annual list ~ of ancient and respectable citizens was 
formed by the prretor. After many constitutional struggles, they 
were chosen in equal numbers from the senate, the equestrian 
order, and the people; four hundred and fifty ,were appointed for 
single questions; and the, various rolls or deeuries of judges must 
have contained the names of some thousand Romans, who repre­
sented the judicial authority of the state. In each particular 
cause, a sufficient number was drawn from the urn; their integ­
rity was guarded by an oath; the mode of ballot secured their in­
dependence; the suspicion of partiality was removed by the mu­
tual challenges of the accuser and defendant; and the judges of 
Milo, by the retrenchment of fifteen on each side, were reduced 
to fifty-one voices or tablets, of .acquittal, of condemnation, or of 
favorable doubt. m 3. In his civil jurisdiction, the prret,or of tllC 
city was truly a judge, and almost a legislator; but, as soon as he 
had prescribed the action of law, he often referred to a delegate 
the determination of the fact. With the increase of legal pro­
ceedings, the tribunal of the centumvirs, in which, he presided, 
acquired more weight and reputation. But whether he acted 
alone, or with the' ad vice of his council, the most absolute powers 
might be trusted to a magistrat~ who was annually chosen by the 
votes of the people. The rules and precautions of freedom have 
required some explanation; the order of despotism is simple and 
inanimate. Before the age of Justinian, or perhaps of Diocletian, 
the dccuries of Roman judges had sunk to an empty title: the 
humble advice of the assessors might be accepted or despise~; 
and in each tribunal the civil and criminal jurisdiction was ad­
ministered by a single magistrate, who was raised and disgraced 
by the will of-the emperor. 

A Roman accused of any capital crime might prevent the sen­
tence of the law by voluntal'Y exile, or death. Till his guilt had 
been legally proved, his innocence was presumed, and his person 
was free: till the votes of the Jast century had been counted and 
declared, he might peaceably secede to any of the allied cities of 
Italy, or Greece, or Asia. ~04, His fame and fortunes were pre­
served,: at least to his children, by this civil death; and he might 
still be happy in every rational and sensual enjoyment, if n mind 
accustomed to the ambitious tumult of Rome could support tho 
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unifonnity and silence of Rhodes or Athens. A bolder effort was 
required to escape from the tyranny of the Cresars j but this effort 
was rendered familiar by the maxims of the Stoics, the example of 
the bravest Romans, and the legal. encouragements of suicide. 
The bodies of condemned criminals were exposed to public igno­
miny, and their children, a more serious evil, were reduced to 
poverty by the confiscation uf their fortunes. But, if the victims 
of Tiberius and Nero anticipated the decree of the prince or sen­
ate, their courage and despatch were recompensed by the ap­
plause of the public, the decent honors of burial, and the validity 
of their testaments. 20S The exquisite avarice and cruelty of Domi­
tian app'car to have deprived the unfortunate of this Jast consola­
tion, and it was still denied even by the clemency of the Anto­
nines. A voluntary death, which, in the case of a capital offence, 
intervened between the accusation and the sentence, was admit­
ted as a confession of guilt, and the spoils of the deceased were 
seized by the inhuman claims of the treasury.206 Yet the civilians 
have always respected the natural right of a citizen to dispose of 
his life; and the posthumous disgrace invented by Tarquin,207 to 
check the despair of his subjects, was never revived or imitated 
by succeeding tyrants. The powers of this world have indeed 
lost their dominion over him who is resolved on death j and his 
arm can only be restrained by the religious appr"hension of a 
future state. Suicides are enumerated by Virgil among the un­
fortunate, rather than the gnilty ; 208 and the poetical fables of 
the infernal shades could not seriously influence the faith or prac­
tice of mankind. But the precepts of the gospel, or the church, 
l~ave at length imposed a pious servitu~e on -the minds of ChIis­
bana, and condemn them to expect, WIthout a munnur, the last 
stroke of disease or the executioner. 

The penal statutes form a very smaH proportion of the sixty-two 
books of the Code and Pandects; and in all judicial proceeding, 
the life or death of a citizen is determined with less caution or 
delay than the most ordinary question of~ovenant or inheritance. 
1'his singular distinction, though something may be allowed fOf. 
the urgent necessity of defending the peace of society, is derived 
from the nature of criminal and civil jurisprudence. Our duties 
to the state are simple and uniform: the law by which he is con­
d~mlled is inscribed not only on bJiass or marble, but on the con­
SCle~ee of the offender, and his guilt is commonly proved by the 
tes~lffiony of a single fact. But OUf relations to each other are 
"Van~us and infinite ; our obligations are created, annulled, and 
~odified, by injuries, benefits, and promises; and the interpreta­
tion of voluntary lIontracts and testaments, which are often dic' 
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tated by fraud or ignorance, affords a long and labcrious' exercise 
to the sagacity of the judge. The business of life is mu1tiplied 
by the extent of commerce and dominion, and the residence uf 
the parties in the distant provinces of an empire is productive of 
doubt, delay, and inevitable appeals from the local to the supreme 
,magistrate. Justinian, the Greek emperor of Constantinople and 
the East, was the legal successor of the Latian shepherd who had 
planted a colony on the banks of the Tyber. In a period of thir­
teen hundred years, the laws had reluctantly followed the 
changes of government and mannel"S; and the laudable desire of 
conciliating ancient names with recent institutions destroyed t1»! 
harmony and swelled the magnitude of the obscure and ~rregulal' 
system. The laws which excuse, on any occasions, the ignorance 
of their subjects, confess their own imperfectiolis : the civil juris, 
prudence, as it was abridged by Justinian, still continued a mys­
terious science, and a profitable tl'adp, and the innate perplexity 
of the study was involved in tenfold darkness by the private in­
dustry of the practitioners. The expense of the pursuit some­
times exceeded the value of the prize, and the fairest rights were 
abandoned by the poverty or prudence of the claimants. Such 
costly justice might tend to abate the spirit of litigation, but the 
unequal pressure serves oIlly to increase the influence of the rich, 
and to aggravate the misery of the poor. By these dilator.y and 
expensive proceedings, the wealthy pleader obtains a more certain 
advantage than he could hope from the aecidental corruption of 
his judge. The experience of an abuse, from which our own age 
and country are not perfectly exempt, may sometimes provoke a 
generous indignation, and extort the hasty wish of exchanging 
our elaborate jurisprudence for the simple and summary decrees 
of a Turkish cadhi. Our calmer reflection will suggest, that such 
form and de1ays are necessary to guard the person and property 
of the citizen; that the discretion of the judge is the first engine 
of tyranny; and that the laws of a free people sho}lld foresee and 
determine every questioe that may probably arise in the exercise 
of power and the transactions of industry. But the government 
of Justinian united the evils of liberty and servitude; and the 
Romans were oppressed at the same time by the multiplicity of 
their laws and the arbitrary will of their .master. 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

REIG1. Oll' THE YOUNGER JUSTIN.-EMBASSY OF THE AVARS.­
THEIR SETTLEMENT ON THE DANUBE.-CONQUEST OF ITALY BY 
THE LOMBARDS.-ADOPTION AND REIGN OF TIBERIUS.-OF MAU­
RICE.-8TATE OF ITALY UNDER THE LOMBARDS AND THE EX­
ARCHS.-OF RAVENNA.-DISTRESS OF ROME.-CHARACTER AND 
PONTIFICATE OF GREGORY THE FIRST., 

DURING the last years of Justinian, his infirm mind was de­
voted to heavenly contemplation, and he neglected the business 
of the lower world. His subjects were impatient of the long con­
tinuance of his life and reign: yet all who were capable of reflec­
tion apprehended the moment of his death, which might involve 
the capital in tumult, and the empire in civil war. Seven 
nephews J of the childless monarch, the sons or grandsons of his 
brother and sister, had been educated in the splendor of a princely 
fortune; they had been shown in high commands to the prov­
inces and armies; their characters were known, their followers 
were zealous, and, as the jealousy of age postponed the declara­
tion of a successor, they might expect with equal hopes the in­
heritance of their uncle. He expired in his palace, after a reign 
of thirty-eight years j and the decisive opportunity was embraced 
by the friends of Justin, the son of Vigilantia.:: At the hour of 
midnight, his domestics were awakened by an importunate crowd, 
who thundered at his door, and obtained admittance by revealing 
themselve~ to be the principal members of the senate. These 
welcome deputies announced the recent and momentous secret of 
the emperor's decease; reported, or perhaps invented, his dying 
choice of the best beloved and most deserving of his nephews, 
and conjured Justin to prevent the disorders of the multitude, if 
they should perceive, with the return of light, that they were left 
without a master. After composing his countenance to surprise, 
sorrow, and decent modesty, Justin, by the advice of his wife 
Sophia, submitted to the authority of the senate. He was con­
ducted with speed and silence to the palace; the guards saluted 
their new sovereign; and the martial and religious rites of his 
coronation were diligdltly accomplished. By the hands of the 
l)roper officers he was invested with the Imperial garments, the 
red buskins, white tunic, and purple robe. A fortunate soldier, 
whom he instantly promoted to the rank of tribune, encircled his 
neck with a military collar i JoW' robust youths exalted him on 8 
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shield j he stood firm and erect 10 receive the adoration of his 
subjects; and their choice was sanctified by the benediction of 
the patriarch, who imposed the diadem on the head <U an ortho, 
dox prince. The hippodrome was already filled with innumerable 
multitudes; and no sooner did the emperor appear on his throne, 
than the voices of the blue and the green factions were con­
founded in the same losal acclamations. In the speeches which 
Justin addressed to the senate and people, he promised to correct 
the abuses which had disgraced the age of hi~ predecessor, dis­
played the maxims of a just and beneficent government, and de­
clared that, on the approaching calends of January,3 he would 
revive in his own person the name and liberty of a Roman consul. 
The immediate discharge of his uncle's debts exhibited a solid 
pledge of his faith and gtmerosity: a train of porters, laden with 
bags Of gold, advan8ed into the midst of-the hippodrome, and the 
hopeless creditors of Justinian accepted this equitable payment as 
a voluntary gift. Before the end of three years, his example was 
imitated and surpassed by the empress Sophia, who delivered 
many indigent citizens froOm the weight of debt "and usury:' an 
act of benevolence the best entitled to gratitude, since it relieves 
the most intolerable distress; but in which the bounty of a prince 
is the most liable to be abused by the claims of prodigality and 
fraud. 4" 

On the seventh day of his reign, Justin gave audience to the 
ambassadors of the A val's, and the scene was decorated to impress 
the barbalians with astonishment, veneration, and terror. From 
the palace gate, the spacious courts and long porticos were lined 
with the lofty crests and gilt bucklers of the guards, who l)re, 
sented their spears and axes with more confidence than they 
would have shown in a field of battle. The officers who exercised 
the power, or attended the person, of the prince, were attired in 
their richest habits, and arranged according to the military and 
civil order of the hierarchy. When the veil of the sanctuary was 
withdrawn, the ambassadors beheld the emperor of the East on 
his throne, beneath a canopy, or dome, which was supported by 
four columns, and crQwned with a winged figure of Victory. In 
the first emotions of surprise, they submitted to the servile adora­
tion of the Byzantine court; but as soon as they rose from the 
ground, Targetius, the chief of the embassy, expressed the free­
dom and pride of a barbarian. He extolmd, by the tongue of his 
interpreter, the greatness of the chagan, by whose clemency the 
kingdoms of the South were permitted to exist, whose victorious 
subjects had traversed the frozen rivers of Scythia, and who noW 
covertld the banks of the Danube wiih innumerable tents. Th6 
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late emperor bad cultivated, with annual and costly gifts, the 
friendship of a grateful monarch, and the enemies of Rome had 
respected the allies of the Avars. The same prudence would in­
struct the nephew of Justinian to imitate the liberality of his un­
cle, anti to purchase the blessings of peace from an invincible peo­
ple, who delighted and excelled' in the exercise of war. The re. 
ply of the emperor was delivered in the same strain of haughty 
defiance, and he derived his confidence from the God of the Chris­
tians, the ancient glory of Rome, and the recent triumphs of Jus­
tinian, " The empire," said he, " abounds with men and horses, 
and arms sufficient to defend our frontiers, and to chastise the 
barbarians. You offer aid, you threaten hostilities: we despise 
your enmity and your aid. The conquerors of the A vars solicit 
our alliance; shaH we dread their fugitives and exiles? Ii The 
bounty of our uncle was granted to your misery, to your humble 
prayers. From us you shall receive a more important obligation, 
tlle knowledge of your own weakness. Retire from our presence: 
the lives of ambassadors are safe; and, if you return to implore 
our pardon, perhaps you will taste of our benevolence." 6 On the 
I'eport of his ambassadors, the chagan was awed by the apparent 
firmness of a Roman emperor of whose character and resources he 
/\vas ignorant. Instead of executing his threats against the East­
ern empire, he marched into the poor and savage countries of Ger­
many, which were suhject to the dominion of the Franks. After 
t'Yo doubtful battles, he consented to retire, and the Austrasian 
kmg relieved the distress of his camp with an immediate supply 
of corn and cattle. 7 Such repeated disappointments had chilled 
the spirit of the Avars, and their power would have dissolved 
away in the Sarmatian desert, if the alliance of Alboin, king of 
the Lomuards, had not given a new object to their arms, and a 
lasting settlement to their wearied fortunes. 
. While Alboin served under his father's standard, he encountered 
In battle, and tl'anspierced with his lance, the rival vrince of the 
Gepidre. The Lombards, wllO ,osnpplauded such early prowess, 
requested his father, with unanimous acclamations, that the heroic 
Youth, who had shared the dangers of the field, might be admitted 
~o the feast of victory. " You are not unmindful," replied the 
InflGxible Audoin, "of the wise customs of our ancestors. _What­
e~er may be his merit, a prince is incapable of sitting at table 
WIth his father till he has received his arms from a foreign and 
royal hand." Alboin bowed with reverence to the institutions 
of his country, selected forty companions, and boldly visited 
the Court of Turisund, king of the Gepidre, who embraced and 
entertained, according to the laws of hospitality, the murderer of 
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Ills son. At the banquet, whilst Alboin occupied the seat of tho 
youth. whom he had slain, a tender remembrance arose in the 
mind of Turisund. "How dear is that place ! how hateful is 
that person I" were the words that escaped, with a sigh, from 
the indignant father. His grief exasperated the national resent­
ment of the Gepidre j and Cunimund, his surviving son, was 
provoked by wine; or fraternal affection, to the desire of vengeance. 
"'rhe Lombards," said the rude barbarian, "resemble, in figure 
snd in smell, the mares of our Sarmatian plains. " And this' insult 
was a coarse allusion to the white bands which enveloped their 
legs. "Add another resemblance," replied an audacious Lom­
bard; "you, have felt how strongly they kick. Visit the plain of 
Asfield, and seek for the bones of thy brother: they are mingled 
with those of the vilest animals." The Gepidre, a nation of 
warriors, started from their seats, and the fearless Alboin; with 
his forty companions, laid their llands on their swords. The 
tumult was appeased by the venerable interposition of Turisund. 
He saved his own honor, and the life of his guest j and, after the 
solemn rites of investiture, dismissed the stranger in the bloody 
arms of his son; the gift of a weeping parent. Alboin returned 
in triumph; and the Lombards, who celebrated his matchless 
intrepidity, were compelled to praise the virtues of an enemy.~,­
In this extraordinary visit he had probably seen the daughter of 
Cunimund, who soon after ascended the throne of the Gepidro. 
Her name was Rosamond, an appellation expressive of female 
beauty, and which our own history or romance has consecrated to 
amorous tales. The king of the Lombards (the father of Alboin 
no longer lived) was contracted to the granddaughter of Clovis; 
but the restraints of faith and policy soon yielded to the hope of 
possessing the fair Rosamond, and of insulting her family and 
nation. The arts of persuasion were triqd without success; and 
the impatient lover, uy force and stratagem, obtained the object 
of his desires. War was the consequence which he foresaw and 
solicited; but the Lombards could not lung withstand the furious 
assault of the Gepidre, who were sustained by a Roman army. 
And, as the offer of marriage was rejected with contempt, Alboin 
was compelled to relinquish his prey, and to partake of the 
disgrace which he had inflicted on the house of Cunimund. 9 

When a public quarrel is envenomed by private injuries, a blow 
that is no~ mortal or decisive can be productive only of a sho~t 
truce, WhICh allows the unsuccessful combatant to sharpen hIS 
arms for a new encounter. The strength of Alboin had been 
found unequal to the gratification of his love, ambition, and 
revenge: he condescended to implore the formidable aid of the 
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chagan 1 and the arguments that he employed are expressive of 
the art and policy of the barbarians. In the attack of the Gepidre, 
he had been prompted by the just desire of extirpating a people 
whom their alliance with the Roman empire had rendered the 
common enemies of the nations, and the personal adversaries of 
the chagan. If the forces of the A vars and the Lombards should 
unite in this glorious quarrel, the victory was secure, apd the 
reward ine8timable : the Danube, the Hebrus, Italy, and Constan­
tinople, would be exposed, without a barrier, to their invincible 
arms. But, if they hesitated or qelay€d to prevent the malice of 
the Homans, the same spirit which had insulted would pursue the 
Avars to tl1e extremity of the earth. These specious reasons were 
heard by the chagan with coldness and disdain: he dt:tained the 
Lombard ambassadors in his camp, protracted the negotiation, 
and by turns alleged his want of inclination, or his want of ability, 
to undertake this important enterprise. At length he signified 
the ultimate price of his alliance, tllat the Lombards should im­
mediately present him with a tithe of their cattle; that the spoils 
and captives should be equally divided; but that the lands of the 
Gepidre should become the sole patrimony of the A vars. Such 
hard conditiolls were eagerly accepted by the passions of Alboin ; 
and, as the Romans were dissatisfied with the ingratitude and 

'perfidy of the Gepidre, Justin abandoned that-incorrigible people 
to their fate, and remained the tranquil spectator of this unequal 
conflict. The despair of Cunimund was active and dangerous. 
He was informed that the A vars had entered his confines; but, on 
the strong assurance that, after the defeat of tlle Lombards, these 
foreign invaders would easily be repelled, lIe rushed forward to 
encounter the implacable enemy of his Dame and family. But 
the courage of the Gepidre could secure them no more than an 
honorable death. The bravest of the nation fell in the field of 
battle; the king of the Lombards contemplated with delight the 
head of Cunimund; and his skull was fashioned into a cup to 
satiate the hatred of the conqueror, or. perhaps, to comply with 
the savage custom of his country.lO After this victory, no further 
o~stacle could impede the progress of the confederates, and they 
faithfully executed the terms of their agreement. 11 The fair 
Countries of Wallachia, :Moldavia, Transylvania, and the other 
pa~ts of Hungary beyond the Danube, were occupied, without 
reSIstance, by a new colony of Scythians j and the Dacian empire 
of. the chagans subsisted with splendor above two hundred and 
thlrty years. The nation of tho Gcpidm was dissolved j but, in 
the distribution of the captives, tho slaves of the Avars were less 
fortunate than the companions of the Lombards, whose generosity 
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adopted n valiant foe, and whose freedom was incompatiblo 
with cool and deliberate tyranny. One moiety of the spoil intro­
duced into the camp of Alboin more wealth than a barbarian 
could readily compute. The fair Rosamond was persuaded, or 
c;ompelled, to acknowledge the rights of her victorious lover; 
and the daughter of Cunimund appeareu to forgive those crimes 
which might be imputed to her own irresistible charms. 

The destruction of u. mighty kingdom established the famp, of. 
Alboin. In the days of Charlemagne, the Bavarians, the Saxons. 
and the other tribes of the Teutonic language, still repeated the 
songs which described the heroic virtues, the valor, liberality, 
and fortune of the king of the Lombards. l~ But his ambition 
was yet unsatdsBcd; and the conqueror of the Gepidre turned his 
eye from the Danube to the richer banks of the Po and the Tybcr. 
Fifteen years had not elapsed, since his subjects, the confederates 
of Narses, had visited the pleasant climate of Italy: the mountains, 
the rivers, the highways, were familiar to their memory: the 
report of their success, perhaps the view of their spoils, had 
kindled in the rising generation the flame of emulation and enter­
prise. Their hopes were encouraged by the spirit and elQquence 
of Alboin; and it is affirmed, that he spoke to their senses, by 
producing, at the royal fea~t, the fairest and most exquisite fruits 
that grew spontaneously in the garden of the world. No sooner 
bad he erected his standard, than tile native strength of the 
Lombards was multiplied by the adventurous youth of Germany 
alui Scythia. The robust peasantry of Noricum and Pannonia 
had resumed the manners of barbarians; and the names of the 
Gepidre. Bulgarians, Sarmatians, and Bavarians, may be distinctly 
traced ill the provinces of Italy.ls Of the Saxons, the old allies 
of the Lombards, twenty_ thousand warriors, with their wives and 
children, accepted the jnvitation of Alboin. Their bravery con­
tributed to his success ; but the accession or the absence of their 
numbers was not sensibly felt in the magnitude of his host. Every 
mode of religion was freely practised by its respective votaries. 
The king of the Lombards had been educated in the Arian heresy; 
but the Catholics, in their public worship, were allowed to pray 
for his conversiOll j while the more stubborn barbarians sacrificed 
a she-goat, or perhaps a captive, to the gods of their fathers. 14 

The Lombards, and their confederates, were united by their com~ 
mon attachment to a chief, who excelled in all the virtues and 
vices of a savage hero; and tlte vigilance of Alboin provided an 
ample magazine of offensive and defensive arms for the use of the 
expedition. The portable wealth of the Lombards attended the 
march: their lands they cheerfully relinquished to the Avars, O~ 
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tIle solemn promise, which was made and accepted without a 
smile, that if they failed in the conquest of Italy, these voluntary 
exiles should be reinstated in their former possessions. 

They might have failed, if Narses had been the antagonist of 
the Lombards; and the veteran warriors," the associates of hiM 
Gothic victory, would have encountered with reluctance an enemy 
.whom they dreaded -and esteemed. But the weakness of tho 
Byzantine court was subservient to the barbarian cause; and it 
was for the ruin of Italy, that the emperor once listened to the 
complaints of his subjects. The virtues of Narses were stained 
with avarice; and, in his provincial reign of fifteen years, he 
accumulated a treasure of gold and silver which surpassed the 
modesty of a private fortune. His government was o~pressive or 
unpopular, and the general discontent was expressed wIth freedom' 
by the deputIes of Rome. Before the throne of-Justin they boldly 
declared, that their Gothic servitude had been moore tolerable than 
the despotism of a Greek eunuch; and that, unless their tyrant 
wefe instantly removed, they would consult their own happiness 
in the choice of a master. The apprehension of a revolt was 
urged by the voice of envy and detraction, which had so recently 
triumphed over the merit of Belisarius. A new exarch, Longinus, 
was appointed to supersede the conqueror of Italy, and the base 
motives of his recall were revealed in the insulting mandate of the 
empress Sophia, "that he should leave to men the exercise of 
arms, and return to his proper station among the maidens of the 
palace, where a distaff should be again placed in the hand of the 
eunuch." " I will spin her such a thread as she shall not easily 
unravel I" is said to htwe been the'reply which indignation and 
conscious virtue extorted from the hero. Instead of attending, 
a slave and a victim, at the gate of the Byzantine palace, he retired 
t? Naples, from whence (if any credit is due to the belief of the 
tImes) Narses invited the Lombards tb chastise the ingratitUde of 
the prince and people. U But the passions of the people are furious 
and changeable, and the Romans soon recollected the merits, or 
dreaded the resentment, of their victorious general. By the 
lIlediation of the pope, who undertook a special pilgrimage to 
N~pbs, their repentance was accepted; and Narses, assuming.8. 
ml~der aspect and a more dutiful language, consented to fix Ins 
resl.dence in the Capitol. His death,)6 though in the .extre!lle 
penod of old age, was unseasonable and premature, since hu gemus 
alone could have repaired the last and fatal error of his life. The 
reality, or the suspicion, of a conspiracy disarmed and disunited 
the Italians. The soldiers resented the disgrace, and bewailed the 
loss, of their general. They were ignorant of their .new exarch ; 
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and Longinus was himself ignorant of the state of the army and 
the province. In the preceding years Italy had been desolated 
by pestilence and famine, and a disafiecttd people ascribed the 
calamities of nature to the guilt or folly of their rulers. 17 

Whatever might be the grounds of his security, Alboin neither 
expected nor encountered a Roman army in the field. He ascended 
the .Tulian Alps, and looked down with contrempt and desire on the 
fruitful plains to which his victory communicated the perpetual 
appellation of LmIBARDY. A faithful chieftain, and a select 
band, were stationed at Forum Julii, the modern Friuli, to guard 
the passes of the mountains. The Lombards respected the strength 
of Pavia, and listened to the prayers of the Trevisans : their slow 
and heavy multitudes proceeded to occupy the palace and city 
of Verona; and Milan, now rising from her ashes, was investrd 
by the powers of A.lboin five months after his departure from 

-Pannonia. Ter~or preceded his march: he found everywhere, 
or he left, a dreary solitude; and th~' pusillanimous Italians pre­
sumed, without a trial, that the stranger was invincible. Escaping 
to lakes, or rocks, or morasses, the affrighted crowds concealed 
some fragments of the wea th, and delayed the moment of their 
servitude. Paulinus, the patriarch of Aquileia, removed his 
treasures, sacred and profana, to the Isle of Grado, IS and his suc­
cessors were adoptccl by the infant republic of Venice, which was 
continually enriched by the public calamities. Honoratus, who 
filled the chair of St. Ambrose, had creduously accepted the 

_faithless offers of a cllpitulation; and the archbishop, with the 
clergy and noblc~ of Milan, were driven by the perfidy of Alboin 
to seek a refuge in the less a'Ccessible ramparts of Genoa. . Along 
the maritime coast, the courage of the inhabitants was supported 
by the facility of supply, the hopes of relief, and the power of 
escape; but from the Trentine hills to the gates of Ravenna and 
Rome, the inlnnd regions of Italy became, without a battle or a 
siege, the lasting patrimony of the Lombards. The submission 
of the people invited the barbarian to assume the character of a 
lawful sovereig~ And the hell'Iess exarch was confined to thL 
office of announcmg to th: emperor Justin the rapid and irretriev­
able loss of his provinc(:s and .cities. ii, One city, which had been 
diligently fortified by the Goths, resisted the arms of a neW 
invader; and, while Italy was subdued by the flying detachments 
of the Lombards, the royal camp was fixed above three years be-­
fore the western gate of Ticinum, or Pavia. The same courage 
which obtains the esteem of a civilized enemy provokes the fury 
of a savage, and the impatient besiilger had bound himself by a 
tremendous oath, that age, and sex, and dignity, should be con­
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founded in a general massacre. The aid of famine at length 
enabled him to execute his bloody vow; but, as Alboin entered 
the gate, his horse stumbled, fell, and could not be rais~d from 
the ground. One of his attendants was prompted by compassion, 
or piety, to interpret this miraculuus sign of the wrath of Heaven: 
the conqueror paused and relented; he sheathed his sword, and 
peacefully reposing himself in the palace vf Theodoric, proclaimed 
to the trembling multitude that they should live and obey. 
Delighted with the situation of a city which was endeared to his 
pride by the difficulty of the purchase, the prince of the Lombards 
disdained the ancient glories of :Milan; and Pavia, during some 
ages, was respected as the capital of the kingdom of Italy. ~o ­

The reigll of the founder was splendid and transient; and, be~ 
fore he could regulate his new conquests, Alboin fell a sacrifice to 
domestic treason and female revenge. In a palace near Verona, 
which had not been erected for the barbarians, he feasted the 
companions of his anns; intoxication was the reward of valor, 
and the king himself was tempted by appetite or vanity to exceed 
the ordinary measureo~his intemperance. After draining many 
capacious bowls of Rhretian or Falernian wine, he called for the 
skull of Cunimund, the noblest and most precious ornament of his 
sideboard. The cup of victory was accepted with horrid applause 
by the circle of the Lombard chiefs. " Fill it again with wine," 
c:r.:claimed the inhuman conqueror; "fill it to the brim: carry this 
goblet to the queen, and request in my name that she would 
rejoice with her father." In an agony of grief and rage, Rosamond 
had strength to utter, "Let the will of my lord be obeyed !" and, 
tOUChing it with' her lips, pronounced a silent imprecation, that 
~he insult should be washed away in the blood of Alboin. Some 
Indulgence might be due to the resentment of a daughter, if she 
had not already violated the duties of a wife. Implacable in her 
enmity, or inconstant in her I.ove, the queen of Italy had stooped 
f~om the throne to the arms of a subject, and Helmichis, the 
kmg's armor-bearer, was the secret minister of her pleasure and 
revenge. Against the proposal of the murder, he could no longer 
urge the scruples of fidelity or gratitude; but Helmichis trembled 
When he revolved the danger as well as the guilt, when he recol~ 
lected the matchless strength and intrepidity of a warrior whom 
he had so often attended in the field of battle. He pressed and 
ubtained, that one of the bravest champions of the Lombards 
should be associated to the enterprise; but no more than a promise 
of secrecy could be drawn from the gallant Peredeus, and the 
!D0de of seduction employed by Rosamond betrays her shameless 
Insensibmty both to honor and love. She supplied the place of on& 
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of her female attendants who was beloved by -Peredeus, and con 
trived some excuse for darkness and silence, till she could inform 
her companion that he had enjoyed the queen of the Lombards, 
and that his own death, or the death of Alboin, must bE, the con­
sequence of such treasonnble adultery. In this alternative he 
chose rather to bJ the accomplice than the victim of Rosamond, III 
whose undaunted spirit was incapable of fear or remorse. She 
expected and soon found a favorable moment, when the king, 
oppressed with wine, had retired from the table to his afternoon 
slumbocs. His fl1ithlc3s spouse was anxious for his health and 
repose: the Gates of the palace were shut, the arms removed, the 
attendants dismissed, and Rosamond, after lulling him to rest by 
her tender cnl"esses, unbolted the chamber door, and urged the 
reluctant conspirators to the instant execution of the deed. On 
the first alarm, the warrior started from his couch: his sword, 
which he attempted to draw, had been fastenecl to the scabbard 
by the hand of Rosamond; and a small stool, his only weapon, 
couJd 110t long protect him from the spears of the assassins. The 
daughter of Cunimund smiled in his fall: his body was buried 
under the stajrcase of tl18 palace; and the grateful posterity of 
the Lombards revered the tomb and the memory of their victorious 
leader. 

The ambitious Rosamond aspired to reign in the name of her 
lover; the city and palace of Verona were awed by her power; 
and a faithful band of her native Gepidre was prepared to applaud 
the revenge, and to second the wishes, of their sovereign. But 
the Lombard chiefs, who fled in the first moments of consternatio.n 
and disorder, had resumed their courage and collected theIr 
powers; and the nation, instead of submitting to her reign, 
demanded, with unanimous cries, that justice should be executed 
on the guilty spouse and the murderers of their king. She sought 
a refuge among the enemies of her country; and a criminal who 
deserved the abhorrence of mankind was protected by the selfish 
policy of the exarch. With' her daughter, the heiress of the 
Lombard throne, her two lovers, her trusty Gepidre, and the spoils 
of the palace of Verona, Rosamond descended the Adige and the 
Po, and was transported by a Greek vessel to the safe harb::>r of 
Ravenna. Longinus beheld with delight the charms and the 
treasures of the widow of Albpin: her situation and her past 
conduct might justify the most licentious proposals; and she 
readily listened to the passion of a minister, who, even in the 
decline of the empire, wa."l respected as the equal of kings. The 
death of a jealous lovel ~as an easy and grateful sacrifice; a~d, 
as Helmichis issued from the bath, he received the deadly potIOn 
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from tile hand of his mistress. The taste of the liq1:......·, its speedy 
operation, and his experience of the character of Rosamond, con .. 
vinced him that he was poisoned : he pointed his dagger to her 
breast, compelled her to drain the remainder of the cup, and 
expired in a few minutes, with the consolation that she could not 
l!Iurvive to enjoy the fruits of her wickedness. The daughter of 
Alboin and Rosamond, with the richest spoils of the Lombards, 
w~s embarked for Constantinople: the surprising strength of 
Peredeus amused and terrified the Imperial court: * his blindness 
and revenge exhibited an imporfect copy of the adventures of 
Sam.'!on. By the free suffrage of the nation, in the assembly of 
Pavia, Clepho, one of their noblest chiefs, was elected as the sue· 
cessor of Alboin. Before the end of eighteen months, the throne 
was polluted by a second murder: Clepho was stabbed by the 
hand of a domestic; the regal office was suspended above ten 
years during the minority of his son Autharis; and Italy was 
divided and oppressed by a ducal aristocracy of thirty tyrants. 22 

When the nephew of Justinian ascended the throne, he pro­
claimed a new rora of happiness and glory. The annals of the 
second Justin 23 are marked with disgrace abroad and misery at 
home. In the West, the Roman empire was affiicted by the loss of 
Italy, the desolation of Africa, and the conquests of the Persians. 
Injustice prevailed both in the capital and the provinces: the rich 
trembled for their :property, the poor for their safety, the ordinary 
magistrates· were ignorant or venal, the occasional remedies 
appear to have been arbitrary and violent, and the complaints of 
the peopJe .could no longer be silenced by the splendid names of 
a l£'gislator and a conqueror. The opinion which imputes to the 
prince all the calamities of his times may be countenanced by the 
historian as a serious truth or a salutary pre judice. Yet a candid 
suspicion will arise, that the sentiments of Justin were pure and 
benevolent, and that he might have filled his station without re­
proach, if the faculties of his mind had not been impaired by dis­
ease, which deprived the emperor of the 'lse of his feet, and confined 
him to the palace, a stranger to the l'~mplaints of the people and 
~he vices of the govel'llment. Thll -tq,rdy knowledge of his own 
unpotcnce determined him to lay oo'Vn the weight of the diadem; 
und, in the choice of a worthy substitute, he showed some symp­
toms of a discerning and ev~n magnanimous spirit. The only 
son of Justin and Sophia di'3d ill his infancy; their daughter 
Arabia was the wife of Baduarius,2. superintendent of the palace, 

* n;e k1l1eg a HOll. His eyes were put out by t~«: timid Justin. PeTedeus reo 
q.uestlDg au Interview, Justin substituted two patnclans, "hom the, blinded barba­
nan stabbed to the heart with two concealed daggers. See Lc Beau, vol. x. p. 99.- :M. 
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and afterwards commander of the Italian armies, who vainly 
aspired to confirm the rights of marriage by those of adoption. 
While the empire appeared an object of desire, Justin was accus­
tomed to behold with jealousy and hatred his brothers and cousins, 
the rivals of his hopes; nor could he depend on the gratitude of 
those who would accept the purple as a restitution, rather than a 
gift. Of these competitors, one had been removed by exile, and 
afterwards by death; and the emperor himself had inflicted such 
cruel insults on another, that he must either dread his resentment 
or despise his patience. This. domestic animosity was refined into 
a generous resolution of seeking a successor, not in his family, but 
in the republic; and the artful Sophia recommended Tiberius,21; 
his faithful captain of the guards, whose virtues and fortune the 
emperor might cherish as the fruit of his judicious choice. The 
ceremony of his elevation to the rank of Cresar, or Augustus, was 
performed in the portico of the palace, in the presence of the 
patriarch and the senate. Justin collected the remaining strength 
of his mind and body; but the popular belief that his speech was 
inspired by the Deity betrays a very humble opinion both of the 
man and of the times. 211 "You behold," said the emperor, "the 
ensigns of supreme power. You are about to receive them, not 
from my hand, but from the hand of God. Honor them, and 
from them you will derive honor. Respect the empress your 
mother: you are now her son; before, you were her servant. 
Delight not in blood; abstain from revenge; avoid those actiolls 
by which I have incurred the public hatred; and consult the ex­
perience, rather than the example, of your predecessor. As a 
man, I have sinned; as a sinner, even in this life, I have been 
severely punished: but these servants (and he pointed to his 
ministers), who have abused my confidence, and inflamed my 
passions, will appear with me before the tribunal of Christ. I 
have been dazzled by the splendor of the diadem: be thou wise 
and modest; remember what you have been, remember what 
you are. You see around us your slaves, and your children: with 
the authority, assume the tenderness, of a parent. Love your 
people like yourself; cultivate the affections, maintain the dis­
cipline, of the army; protect the fortunes of the rich, relieve the 
necessities of the poor." 27 The assembly, in silence and in tears, 
applauded the counsels, and sympathized with the repentance, of 
their prince: the patriarch rehearsed the prayers of the church j 
Tiberius received the diadem on his knees; and Justin, who in 
his abdication appeared most worthy to rpign, addressed the new 
monarch in the following words: "If you consent, I live; if you 
command, I die: may the God of heaven and earth infuse into 
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your heart whatever I have neglected or forgotten. " The four last 
years of the emperor Justin were passed in tranquil obscurity: 
his conscience was no longer tormented by the remembrance of 
those duties which he was incapable of discharging; and his 
choice was justified hy the filial reverence and gratitude of 
Tiberius. . 

Among the virtues of Tiberius, ~R his beauty (he was one of the 
tallest and most comely of the Romans) might introduce him to 
the favor of Sophia; and the widow of Justin was persuaded, 
that she should preserve her station and influence under the reign 
of a second and more youthful husband. But, if the ambitious 
candidate had been tempted to flatter and dissemble, it was no 
longer in his power to fulfil her expectations~ or his own promise. 
The factions of the hippodrome demanded, with some impatience, 
the name of their new empress: both the people and Sophia were 
astonished by the proclamation of Anastasia, the secret, though 
lawful, wife of the emperor Tiberius. Whatever could.alleviate 
the disappointment of Sophia, Imperial honors, a stately palace, 
a numerous household, was liberally bestowed by the piety of her 
adopted son; on solemn occasions he attended and consultcd the 
widow' of his benefactor; but her ambition disdained the vain 
semblance of royalty, and the respectful appellation of moUwr 
served to exasperate, rather than appease, the rage of an injured 
woman. While she accepted, and repaid with a courtly smile, 
the fair expre~sions of regard and confidence, a secret alliance 
Was concluded between the dowager empress and her ancient 
enemies; and Justinian, the son of Germanus, was employed as 
the instrument of her revenge. The pride of the reigning llOuse 
supported, with reluctance, the dominion of a stranger: the youth 
Was deservedly popular; his name, after the death of Justin, had 
been mentioned by a tumultuous faction j and his own submissive 
offer of his head, with a treasure of sixty thousand pounds, might 
~e interpreted as an evidence of guilt, or at least of fear. _Justin­
Ian received a free pardon, and the command of the eastern army. 
The Persian monarch fied before his arms; and the acclamations 
which accompanied his triumph declared him worthy of the purple. 
His artful patroness had chQsen the month of the vintage, while 
the emperor, in a rural solitude, was permitted to enjoy the 
l)lcasures of a subject. On the first intelligence of her designs, 
he returned to Constantinople, and the conspiracy was suppressed 
by his presence and firmness. From the pomp and honors which 
s~e had abused, Sophia was reduced to a modest allowance: 
'l'lberius dismissed her train, interceptecl her correspondence, and 
committed to a faithful guard the custody of her person. But the 
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services of Justinian were not considered by that excellent prince 
as an aggravation of his offences: after a mild reproof, his treason 
and ingratitude were forgiven; and it was commonly believed, 
that the empp-ror entertained some thoughts of contracting a double 
alliance with the rival of his throne. 'fhe voice of an angel (such 
a fable was propagated) might reveal to the emperor, that he 
should always triumph over his domestic foes; but Tibcrius 
derived a firmer assurance from the innocence and generosity of 
his own mind. 

With the odious name of Tiberius; he assumed the more popular 
appellation of Constantine, and imitated the purer virtues of the 
Antonines. After recording the vice or folly of so many Roman 
princes, it is pleasing to repose, for a moment, on a character 
conspicmous by the qualities of humanity, justice, temperance, and 
fortitude; to contemplate a sovereign affable in his palace, pious 
in the church, impartial on the seat of judgment, and victorious, 
at least by his generals, in the Persian war. The most glorious 
trophy of his victory consisted in a multitude of captives, whom 
Tiberius entertained, redeemeu, and dismissed to their native 
homes with the charitable spirit of a Christian hero. The merit 
or misfortunes of his own subjeets had a dearer claim to his be­
neficence, and he measured his bounty not so much by their 
expectations as by his own dignity. This maxim, however danger­
ous in a trustee of the public wealth, was balanced by a principle 
of humanity and justice, which taught him to abhor, as of the 
basest alloy, th(;}/ gold which was extracted from the tears of the 
people. Fur their relief, as often as they had suffered by natural 
or hostile calamities, he was impatient to remit the arrears of the 
pa'3t, or the demands of future taxes: he sternly rejected the 
DC,\. vile offerings of his ministers, which were compensated by 
tenfold oppression; and the wise and equitable laws of Tiberius 
excited the praise and re~ret of succeeding times. Constantinople 
believed that the emperor had discovered a treasure: but his 
genuine treasure consisted in the practise of liberal economy, and 
the' contempt of all vain and superfluous expense. The Romans 
of the East would have been happy, if the best gift of Heaven, a 
patriot king, had been confirmed as a proper and permanent 
blessing. But in less than four years after the death of Justin, his 
worthy successor sunk into a mortal disease, which left him only 
sufficient time to restore the diadem, according to the tenure by 
which he held it, to the most deserving of his fellow-citizens. 
He selected }\laurice from the crowd, a judgment more precious 
than the purple itself: the patriarch and senate were summoned 
to the bed of the dying prince: he bestowed his daughter aad 
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the empire; and his last advice was solemnly delivered by the 
voice of the qurestor. Tiberius expressed his hope that the virtues 
of his Ron and successor would erect the noblest mausoleum to hjs 
memory. His memory was embalmed by the public affliction j 

but the most sincere grief evaporates in the tumult of a new reign, 
and the eyes and acclamations of mankind were speedily directed 
to the rising sun. 

The emperor Maurice derived his origin from ancient Rome; 211 

but his immediate parents were settled at Arabissus in Cappadocia, 
and their singular felicity preserved them alive to behold and 
partake the fortune of their august son. The youth of Maurice 
was spent in the profession of arms: Tiberius promoted him to 
the command of a new and favorite legion of twelve thousand 
confederates; his valor and conduct were signalized in the Persian 
war; and he returned to Constantinople to accept, as his just 
reward, the inlleritance of the empire. Maurice ascended the 
throne at the mature age of forty-three years; and he reigned 
above twenty years over the East and over himself; so expelling 
from his mind the wild democracy of passions, and establishing 
(accol'din5' to the quaint expression of Evagrius) a perfect aris­
tocraey of reason and virtue. Some suspicion will degrade the 
testimony o( a subject, though he protests that his secret praise 
should never reach the ear of his sovereign,31 and some failings 
seem to place the character of }Iaurice below the purer merit of 
his predecessor. His cold and reserved demeanor might be 
imputed to arrogance; his justice was not always exempt from 
cruelty, nor his clemency from weakness; and his rigid economy 
too often exposed him to the reproach of avarice. But the rational 
wishes of an absolute monarch must tend to the happiness of his 
people: }Iaurice was endowed with sense and courage to promote 
that happiness, and his administration was directed by the principles 
and example of Tiberius. The pusillanimity of the Greeks had 
introduced so complete a separation between the officcs of king 
and of general, that a private soldier, who had deserved and 
obtained the purple, seldom or never appeared at the head of his 
armies. Yet the emperor Maurice enjoyed the glory of restoring 
the Persian monarch to his throne; his lieutenants waged a 
doubtful war against the A vars of the Danube ; and he ca~t an 
eye of pity, of ineffectual pity, on the abject and distressful state 
of his Italian provinces. 

From Italy the emperors were incessantly tormented by tales of 
misery and_ demands of succor, which extorted the humiliating 
confession of their own weakness. The expiring dignity of Rome 
Was only marked by the freedom and energy of her complaints: 
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"If you are incapable," she said, "of delivering us from the 
sword of the Lombards, save us at least from the calamity of 
famine." Tiberius forgave the reproach, and relieved the dis­
tress: a supply of corn was transported from Egypt to the Ty­
ber j and the Homan people, invoking the name, not of Camillus, 
but of St. Peter, repulsed the barbarians from their walls. But 
the relief was acddental, the danger was perpetual and pressing j 
and the clergy and senate, collecting the remains of their ancient 
~pulence, a sum of three thousand pounds of gold, ,despatched the 
patrician Pamphronius to lay their gifts and their complaints at 
the foot of the Byzantine throne. The attention of the cvurt, 
and the forces of the East, were diverted by the Persian war: but 
the justice of Tiberius applied the subsidy to the defence of the 
city; and he dismissed the patrician with his best advice, either 
to bribe the Lombard chiefs or to purchase the aid of the kings of 
France. Notwithstanding this weak invention, Italy was still 
afflicted, Rome was again besieged, and the suburb of Clas~e, 
only three miles from Havenna, was pillaged and occupied hy the 
tiOOpS of a simple duke of Spoleto. :Maurice gave audience to a 
second deputn.tion of priests and senators.: the auties and the 
menaces of religion were forcibly urged in the letters of the Ro­
IDan pontiff; and his nuncio, the deacon Gregory, was alike qual­
ified to solicit the powers either of heaven or of the earth. The 
emperor adopted, with stronger effect, the measures of his prede­
cessor: some formidable' chiefs were persuaded to embrace tho 
friendship of the Romans; and one of them, a mild and faithful 
barbarian, lived and died in the service of the exarch : the passes 
of the Alps were delivered to the Franks; and the pope encour­
aged them to violate, without scruple, their oaths and engage­
ments to the misbelievers. Childebert, the great-grandson of 
Clovis, was persuaded to invade Italy by the payment of fifty 
thousand pieces: but, as he had viewed with delight some Byzan­
tine coin of the weight of one pound of gold, the king of Austra· 
sia might stipulate, that the gift should be rendered more worthy 
of his acceptance, by a proper mixture of these respectable IUcd­
also The dukes of the Lombards had provoked by frequent in­
roB.ds their powerful neighbors of Gaul. As soon as they were 
apprehensive of a just retaliation, they renounced their fceble and 
disorderly independence: the advantages of regal government: 
union, secrecy, and vigor, were unanimously confessed; and Au­
tharia, the son of Clepho, had already attained the strength and 
reputation of a warrior. Under the standard of their new king, 
the conquerors of Italy withstood three successive invasions, ~ne 
o,f which was led by Childebert himself, the last of the 1tIeroVlll" 
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gian race who descended from the Alps. The firRt expedition was 
defeated by the jealous animosity of the Franks and Alemanni. 
In the second they were vanquished in a bloody battlE', with more 
loss and dishonor than they' had sustained since the foundation of 
their monarchy. Impatient for revenge, they returned a third 
time with accumulated force, and Autharis yielded to the fury of 
the torrent. The troops and treasures of the Lombards were dis­
tributed in the walled towns between the Alps and the Apennine. 
A nation, less sensible of danger than of fatigue and q.elay, soon 
murmured against the folly of their twenty commanders; and the 
hot vapors of an Italian sun infected with disease'those trumon­
tane bodies which had already suffered the vicissitudes of intem­
perance and famine. The powp,rs that were inadequate to the 
cU!lquest, were more than sufficient for the desolation, of the 
country; nor could the trembling natives distinguish bet.ween 
their enemies and their deliverers. If the junction of the Mero­
vingian and Imperial forces had been effected in the neighborhood 
of :Milan, perhaps they might· have subverted the throne of thE'; 
Lombards; but the Franks expected six days the signal of a flam­
ing village, and the arms of the Greeks were idly employed in the 
reduction of Modena and Parma, which were torn from them after 
the retreat of their transalpine allies. The victorious Autharis as­
serted his claim to the dominion of Italy. At the foot of the 
Rhretian Alps, he subdued tlie resistance, and rifled the hidden 
treasures, of a sequestered island in the Lake of Comum. At the 
extreme point of the Calabria, he touched with his spear a column 
on the sea-shore of Rhegium, S~ proclaiming that ancient landmark 
to stand the immovable boundary of his kingdom. 33 

During a period of two hundred years, Italy was unequallY 
divided between the kingdom of the Lombards and the exarchate 
of Ravenna. The offices and professions, which the jealousy of 
~onstantine had separated, were united by the indulgence of Jus­
tmian; and eighteen successive exarchs were invested, in the de­
cline of the empire, with the full remains of civil, of military, and 
even of ecclesiastical, power. Their immediate jurisdiction, 
which was afterwards consecrated as the patrimony of St. Peter, 
extended over the modern Romagna, the marshes or valleys of 
Ferrara and Commachio,34 five maritime cities from Rimini to 
Ancona, and a second inland Pentapolis, between the Adriatic 
coast and the hills of the Apennine. Three subordinate provinces 
o.f Rome, of Venice, and of Naples, which were divided by ho~. 
ble lands from the palace of Ravenna, acknowledged, both m 
peace and war, the supremacy of the exarch. The duchy of Rome 
appears to have included the Tuscan, Sabine, and Latin con­

http:kingdom.33
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quests, of the first four hundred years of the city, and the limits 
may be distinctly traced along the coast, from Civita Vecchia to 
Terracina, and with the course of the Tyber from Ameria and 
N arni to the port of Ostia. The numerous islands from Grado to 
Chiozza composed the infant dominion of Venice: but the more 
accessible towns on the Oontinent were overthrown by the Lom­
bards, who beheld with impotent fury a new capital rising from 
the waves. The power of the dukes of Naples was circumscribed 
by the bay and the adjacent isles, by the hostile territory of 
Capua, and by the Roman colony of Amalphi, n whose industri­
ous citizens, by the invention of the mariner's compass, have un­
v~iled the face of the globe. The three islands of Sardinia, Cor­
sba, and Sicily, still adhered to the empire; and the acquisition 
of the farther Calabria removed the landmark of Autharis from 
the shore of Rhegium to the Isthmus of Consentia. In Sardiriia, 
the savage mountaineers preserved the liberty and religion of 
their ancestors; but the husbandmen of Sicily were chained to 
their rich and cultivated soil. Rome was oppressed by the iron 
sceptre of the exarchs, and a Greek, perhaps a eunuch, insulted 
with impunity the ruins of the Capitol. But Naples soon acquired 
the privilege of eiecting her own dukes: 36 the independence of 
Amalphi was the fruit of commerce; and the voluntary attach­
ment of Venice was finally ennobled by an equal alliance with tho 
Eastern empire. On the map of Italy, the measure of the exar­
chate occupies a very inadequate space, but it included an ample 
proportion of wealth, industry, and population. The most faith­
ful and valuable subjects escaped from the barbarian yoke; and 
the banners of Pavia and Verona, of Milan and Padua, were dis­
played in their respective quarters by the new inhabitants of Ra­
venna. The remainder of Italy was possessed by the Lombards ; 
and from Pavia, the royal seat, their kingdom was extended to 
the east, the north, and the west, as far as the confines of the 
Avars, the Bavarians, and the Franks of Austrasia and Burgundy. 
In the language of modern geography, it is now represented by 
the Terra Firma of the Venetian republic, Tyrol, the :Milanese, 
Piedmont, the coast of Genoa, Mantua, Parma, and :M:odena, the 
grand duchy of Tuscany, and a large portion of the ecclesiastical 
state from Perugia to the Adriatic. The dukes, and at length 
the princes, of Beneventum, survived the monarchy, and propa­
gated the name of the Lombards. From Capua to Tarentum, 
they reigned near five hundred years over the greatest part of the 
present kingdom of Naples. 37 

In comparing the proportion of the victorious and tilC van­
quished people, the change of language will afford the most 
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probable inference. According to this standard, it will ap­
pear, that the Lombards of Italy, and the Visigoths of Spain, 
were less numerous than the Franks or Burgundians; Ilnd 
the conquerors of Gaul must yield, in their turn, to the multi­
tude of Saxons and Angles who almost eradicated the idioms of 
Britain. The modern Italian has been insensibly formed by the 
mixture of nations: the awkwardness of the barbarians in' the 
nice management of declensions and conjugations reduced them 
to the use of articles and auxiliary verbs j and many new ideas 
have been expressed by Teutonic appellations. Yet the principal 
stock of technical and familiar words is found to be of Latin de­
rivation ; 38 and, if we were sufficiently conversant with the obso­
lete, the rustic, and the municipal dialects of ancient Italy, we 
should trace the origin of many terms which might, perhaps, be 
rejected by the classic purity of Rome. A numerous army consti­
tutes but a small nation, and the powers of the Lombards were 
soon diminished by the retreat of twenty thousand Saxons, who 
scorned a dependent situation, and returned, after many bold and 
perilous adventures, to their native country. 39 The camp of 
Alboin was of formidable extent, but the extent of a camp would 
be easily circumscribed within the limits of a city; and its mar­
tial inhabitants must be thinly scattered ovel' the face of a large 
country. When Alboin descended from the Alps, he invested his 
nephew, the first duke of Friuli, with the command of the prov­
ince and the people: but the prudent Gisulf would have declined 
the dangerous office, unless he had been. permitted to choose, 
among the DobIes of the Lombards, a sufficient Dumber of fami­
lies 40 to form a perpetual colony of soldiers and subjects. In the 
progress of conquest, the same option could not be granted to the 
dukes of Brescia or Bergamo, of Pavia or Turin, of Spoleto or Ben­
eventum j but each of these, and each of their colleagues, settled 
in his appoiuted district with a band of followers, who resorted to 
his standard in war and his tribmial in peace. 'l'heir attachment 
was free and honorable: resigning the gifts and benefits which 
they had accepted, they might emigrate with their families into 
the jurisdiction of another duke; but their absence from the 
kingdom was punished with 'death, as a crime of military deseI'­
!ion,4! The posterity of the first conquerol's struck a'deeper root 
Into the soil, which, by every motive of interest and honor, they 
were bound to defend. A Lombard was born the soldier of his 
king and his duke j and the civil assemblies of the nation dis­
played the banners, and assumed the appellation, of a regular 
army. Of this army, the pay and the rewards were drawn from 
the conquered provinces;· and the distribution, which was not 
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effected till after the death of Alboin, is disgraced by the foul 
marks of injustice and rapine. :M:any of the most wealthy Italians 
were slain or banished; the remainder were divided among the 
strangers, and a tributary obligation was imposed (under the name 
of hospitality) of paying to the Lombards a third part of the 
fruits of the earth. Within less t~an seventy years, this artificial 
system was abolished by a more simple and solid tenure. U Either 
the Roman landlord was expelled by his strong and insolent guest, 
or the annual payment, a third of the produce, was exchanged by 
a more equitable transaction for an adequate proportion of landed 
property. Under these foreign masters, the business of agricul­
ture, in the cultivation of corn, vines, and olives, was exercised 
with degenerate skill and industry by the labor of the slaves and 
natives. But the occupations of a pastoral life were more pleas­
ing to the idleness' of the barbarians., In the rich meadows of 
Venetia; they restored and improved the breed of horses, for 
which that province had once been illustrious; 43 and the Italians 
beheld with astonishment a foreign race of oxen or buffaloes.H 

The depopUlation of Lombardy, and the increase of forests, 
afforded an ample range for the pleasures of the chase. (S That 
marvellous art which teaches the birds of the air to acknowledge 
the voice, and execute the commandi, of their master, had been 
unknown to the ingenuity of the Greeks and Romans. 46 Scandi­
navia and Scythia produce the boldest and most tractable fal­
cons: 47 they were tamed and educated by the roving inhahitants, 
always on horseback and in the field. This favorite amusement 
of our ancestors was introduced by the barbarians into the Roman 
provinces: and the laws of Italy esteem the sword and the hawk 
as of equal dignity and importance in the hands of a noble Lom­
bard. 48 

So rapid was the influence of climate and example, that the 
Lombards of the fourth gener~tion surveyed with curiusity and 
affright the portraits of their savage forefathers. 4~ 'l'heir heads 
were shaven behind, but the shaggy locks hung over their eyes 
and mouth, and a long beard represented the name and character 
of the nation. Their dress consisteu of loose linen garments, 
after the fashion of the Anglo-Saxons, which were decorated, in 
their opinion, with broad stripes or variegated colors. The leg~ 
and feet were clothed in long hose, and open sandals; and even 
in the security of peace a trusty slvord was cODstantly girt to 
their side. Yet this strange apparel, and horrId aspect, often 
concealed a gentle and generous disposition i and as soon as the 
r~ge of battle had subsided, the captives and subjects were som~ 
tImes surpriset;. by the humanity of the victor. The vices of the 
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Lombards were the effect of passion, of ignorance, of intoxica· 
tion ; thoir virtues are the more laudable, as they were not affected 
by the hypocrisy of social manners, nor imposed by the rigid con· 
!Jtraint of laws and edu:!ation. I should not be apprehensive of dd­
vUlting from my subject, if it were in my power to delineate the 
private life of the conquerors of Italy; and I shall relate with 
pleasure the adventurous gallantry of Autharis, which breathes 
the true spirit of chivalry and romance. 60 After the loss of his 
promised bride, a l\Ierovingian princess, he sought in marriage the 
daughter of the king of Bavaria j and Garribald accepted the alli­
ance of the Italian monarch. 1mpatient of the slow progress of 
negotiation, the ardent lover escaped from his palace, and visited 
the court of Bavaria in the train of his own embassy. 4-t the 
1mblic audience, the unknown stranger advanced to the throne, 
and informed Garribald that the ambassador was indeed the min­
ister of state, but that he alone was the friend of Autharis, who 
had trusted him with the delicate commission of making a faith­
ful report of the charms of his spouse. Theudelinda was sum­
moned to undergo this imrortant examination j and, after a pause 
of silent rapture, he hailed IJcr as the queen of Italy, and humbly 
requested that, according to the custom of the nation, she would 
present a cup of wine to the first of her new subjects. By the 
command of her father she obeyed: Autharis received the cup in 
his tUrn, and, in restoring it to the princess, he secretly touched 
her hand, and drew his own finger over his face and lips. In the 
evening, Theudelinda imparted to her nurse the indiscreet famil· 
iarity of the stranger, and was comforted by the assurance, that 
such boldness could proceed only from the king her husband, 
:who, by his beauty and courage, appeared worthy of her love. 
The ambassadors were dismissed: no sooner did they reach the 
confines ot--Italy, than Autharis, raising himself on his horse, 
darted. his battle-axe against a tree with incomparable strength 
and dexterity. "Such," said he to the astonished Bavarians, 
" such are the strokes of the king of the Lombards." On the ap­
proach of a French army, Garribald and his daughter took refuge 
In the dominions of their ally; and the marriage was 'consum­
mated in the palace of Verona. At the end of one year, it was 
~issolved by the death of Autharis.: but the virtues of '-':'heude­
lInda M' had endeared her to the nahon, and she was permItted,to 
bestow, with her hand, the sceptre of the Italian kingdom. 

From this fact as well as from similar events, 6~ it is certain 
that the Lombard~ possessed freedom to elect their soverei~~, and 
sense to decline the frequent use of that dangerous prIVIlege. 
The public revenue arose from the produce of land !'Lnd the profits 
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of justice. When the independent dukes agreed tllat Autharis 
should ascend the throne of his father, they endowed the regal 
office with a fair moiety of their respective domains. The proud­
~st nobles aspired to the honors of servitude near the person of 
their prince: he rewarded the fidelity of his vassals by the pre­
carious gift of pensions and benefices; and atoned for the injuries 
of war by the rich~foundation of monasteries 'and churches, In 
peace a judge, a leader in war, he never usurped the powers of a 
sole and absolute legislator. The king of Italy convened the na­
tional assemblies in the palace, or more probably in the fields, of 
Pavia: his great council was composed of the persons most emi4 
nent by their birth and dignities; but the validity, as well as the 
execution, of their decrees depended on the approbation of th~ 
faithful people, the fortunate army of the Lombards. About four­
score years after the conquest of Italy, their traditional customs 
were transcribed in 'l'eutonic Latin,63 and ratified by the consent 
of the prince and people: some new regulations were introduced. 
more suitable to their present condition; the example of Rotharis 
was imitated by the wisest of his. successors ; and the laws of the 
Lombards have been esteemed the least imperfect of the barbari~ 
codes, 64 Secure by their courage in the possession of liberty, 
these rude and hasty legislators were incapable of balancillg the 
powers of the constitution, or of discussing the nice theory of 
political government. Such crimes as threatened the life of the 
sovereign, or the safety of the state, were adjudged worthy of 
death; but their attention was principally confined to the defence 
of the person and property of the subject. According to the 
strange jurisprudence of the times, the guilt of blood might be 
redeemed by a fine ; yet the high price of nine hundred pieces of· 
gold declares a jus,t sense of the value of a simple citizen. Less 
atrocious injuries, a wound, a fracture, a blow, an opprobrious 
word, were measured with scrupulous and almost ridiculous dili­
genee; and the prudence of the legislator encouraged the ignoble 
practice of bartering honor and revenge for a pecuniary compensa­
tion. The ignorance of the Lombards in the state of Paganism or 
Christianity gave implicit credit to the malice and mischief of 
witchcraft; but the judges of the seventeenth century might have 
been instructed and confounded by the wisdom of Rotharis, who 
der-des the absurd superstition and protects the wretched victims 
of popular or judicial cruelty_55 The same spirit of a legislator, 
superior to his age and country, may be ascribed to Luitprand, 
who condemns, while he tolerates, the impious and inveterate 
abuse of duels, && observing, from his own experience, that the 
juster cause ~ad often been oppressed by successful violence. 
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Whatever merit may be discovered in the laws of toe Lombards, 
they are the genuine fruit of the reason of the barbarians, who 
never admitted the hishops of Italy to a seat in their legislative 
('ouncils. ·But the succes~on of their kings is marked with virtue 
and ability; the troubled series of their annals is adorned with 
fair intervals of peace, order, and domestic happiness; and the 
Italians enjoyed a milder and more equitable government than 
any of the other kingdoms which had been founded on the ruins 
of the Western empire. Ii7 

Amidst the :lorms of the Lombards, and under the despotism of 
the Greeks, we again inquire into the fate of Rome,58 which had 
reached, about the close of the sixth century, the lowest period of 
her depression. By the l·emoval of the seat of empire, and the 
successive loss of the provinces, the sources oj public and private 
opulence were exhausted: the lofty tree, under whose shade the 
nations of the earth had reposed, was deprived of its leaves and 
branches, and the sapless trunk was left to wither on the ground. 
The ministers of command, and tIle messengers of victory, no 
longer met on the Appian or Flaminian way; and the hostile ap­
proach of the Lombards was often felt, and continually feared. 
The inhabitants of a potent and peaceful capital who visit with~ 
out an anxious thought the garden of the adjacent country, will 
faintly picture in their fancy the distress of the Romans: they 
shut or opened their gates with a trembling hand, beheld from 
the walls the flames of their houses, and heard the lamentations of 
their brethren, who were coupled together like dogs, and dragged 
away into distant slavery beyond the sea and the mountains. 
Such incessant alarms must annihilate the pleasures and interrupt 
the labors of a rural life ; and the Campagna of" Rome was speed­
ily reduced to the state of a dreary wilderness, in which the land 
is barren, the waters are impure, and the air is infectious. Curi­
osity and ambition no longer attracted the nations to the capital 
of the world: but, if chance or necessity directed the steps of a 
wandering stranger, he contemplated with horror the vacancy and 
Solitude of the city, and might be tempted to ask, Where is the 
senate, and where are the people? In a season of excessive rains, 
the Tyber swelled above its banks, and rushed with irresistible 
violence into the valleys of the seven hills. A pestilential disease 
arose from" the stagnation of the deluge, and so rapid was the con­
tagion, that fourscore persons expired in an hour in the· midst of 
a solemn procession, which. implored the mercy of Heaven.;.g A 
society in which marriage is encouraged and industry prevails 
Soon repairs the accidental losses of pestilence and war: but, as 
the far greater part of the Romans was condemned to hopeless in­
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Jigence and celibacy, the depopulation was constant ~nd visible, 
and the gloomy enthusiasts might expect the approaching failure 
of the human race. 60 Yet the number of citizens still exceeded 
the measure of subsistence: their precarious food wa·s supplied 
from the harvests of Sicily or Egypt; and the frequent repetitior. 
of famine betrays the inattention of the emperor to a distant. prov. 
incp,. The edifices of Rome were exposed to the same ruin and 
decay: the mouldering fabrics were easily overthrown by iimnda­
tions, tempests, and earthquakes j and the monks, who had occu·, 
pied the most advantageous stations, exulted in their base triumph 
over the ruins of antiquity. 81 It is commonly believed, that Pope 
Gregory the First attacked the temples and mutilated the statues 
of the city j that, by the command of the barbarian, the Palatine 
library was reduced to ashes, and that the history of Livy was the 
peculiar mark of his absurd and mischievous fanaticism. The 
writings of Gregory himself reveal his implacable aversion to the 
monuments of classic genius j and he points his se~erest censure 
against the profane learning of a bishop, who taught the art of 
grammar, studied the Latin poets, and pronounced with the same 
voice the praises of Jupiter and those of Christ. But the evidence 
of his destructive rage is doubtful and recent: the Temple of 
Peace, or the theatre of lVlarcellus, have been demolished by tho 
slow operation of ages, and a formal proscription would have mul­
tiplied the copies of Virgil and Livy in the countries which were 
not subject to the ecclesiastical dictator. n 

Like Thebes, or Babylon, or Carthage, the name of Rome might 
have been erased from the earth, if the city had not been ani­
mated by a vital principle, which again restored her to honor and 
dominion. A vague tradition was embraced, that two Jewish 
teachers, a tent-maker and a fisherman, had formerly been ex­
ecuted in the circus of Nero, and at the end of five hundred years, 
their genuine or fictitious relics were adored as the Palladium of 
Christian Rome. The pilgrims of the East and West resorted to 
the holy threshold j but the shrines of the apostles were guarded 
by miracles and invisible terrors; and it was not without fear that 
the pious Catholic approached the object of his worship. It was 
fatal to touch, it was dangerous to behold, the bodies of tho 
saints j and those who, from the purest motives, presumed to dis­
turb the repose· of the sanctuary, were affrighted by visions, or 
punished· with sudden death. The unreasonable request of an 
empress, who wished to deprive the R9mans of their sacred treas· 
ure, the head of St. Paul, was rejected with the deepest abhor­
renee; and the pope asserted, most probably with ·truth, that a 
linen which had been sanctified ir!Jihe neighborhood of his body, 
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Dr the fihngs of his chain, which it was sometimes easy and some~ 
~imes impossible to obtain, possessed an equal degree of miracu­
~ous virtue. 63 But the power as well as virtue of the apostles re­
sided with living energy in the breast of their successors j and the 
chair of St. Peter was filled under the reign of :Maurice by the 
first and greatest of the name of Gregory. 64 His grandfather 
Felix had himself been pope, and as the bishops were nlready 
bound by the law of celibacy, his consecration must have been 
preceded by the death of his wife. The parents of Gregory, Syl­
via, and Gordian, were the noblest of the senate, and the most 
pious of the church of Rome; his female relations were numbered 
among the saints and virgins; and his own figure, with those of 
his fatlier and mother, were represented near three lnmdred yean' 
in a family portrait,65 which he offered to the monastery of St. 
Andrew. The design and coloring of this picture afford an 11On' 
orable testimony, that the art of painting was cultivated by the 
Italians of the sixth century; but the most abject ideas must be 
entertained of their taste and learning, since the epistles of Greg­
ory, his sermons, and his dialogues, are the work of a man who 
was second in erudition to none of his contemporaries: 66 his 
birth and abilities had raised him to the office of prrefect of the 
city, and he enjoyed the merit of renouncing the pomps and vani­
ties of this world. His ample patrimony was dedicated to the 
foundation of seven monasteries,61 one in Rome, 68 and six in 
~ici1y; and it was the wish of Gregory that he might be unknown 
In this life, and glorious only in the next. Yet his devotion (and 
it might be sincere) pursued the path which would have been 
chosen by a crafty and ambitious statesman. The talents of Greg· 
ory, and the splendor which accompanied his retreat, rendered 
him dear and useful to the church; and implicit obedience has 
been always inculcated as the fitst duty of a monk. As soon as 
h.c had received the character of deacon, Gregory was sent to re­
SIde at the Byzantine court, the nuncio or minister of the apos­
tolic see; and he boldly assumed, in the name of St. Peter, a 
tone of independent dignity, which would have been criminal and 
dangerous in the most illustrious layman of the empire. He re­
turned to Rome with a just increase of reputation, and, after n 
short exercise of the monastic virtues, he was dragged from tho 
cloister to the papal throne, by the unanimous voice of tlte clergy, 
the. senate, and the people. He alone resist.ed, or seemed to 
reSIst, his own elevation; and his humble petition, that }Iaurice 
would be pleased to reject the choice of the Romans, could only 
serve to exalt his character in the eyes of the emperor and the 
pUblic. When the fatal mandate was proclaimed. Grcgory solie' 
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lted the aid of some friendly merchants to convey him in a basket 
beyond the gates of Rome, and modestly concealed himself some 
days among the woods and mountains, till his letreat was discov­
ered, as it is said, by a celestial light. 

rrhe pontificate of Gregory the Great, which lasted thirteen 
. years, six months, and ten days, is one of the most edifying peri­
ods of the history of the church. His virtues, and even his faults, 
a singular mixture of simplicity and cunning, of pride and humil­
ity, of sense and superstition, were happily suited to ltis station 
and to the temper of the times. In his rival, the patriarch of 
Oonstantinople, he condemned the anti-Ohristian title-of univer­
sal bishop, which the successor of St. Peter was too haughty to 
concede, and too feeble to assume; and the eccle!!!iastical jurisdic­
tion of Gregory was cOl!fined to the triple character of Bishop of 
Rome, Primate of Italy, and Apostle of the West. He frequently 
ascended the pulpit, and kindled, hy his rude, though pathetic, 
bloquence, the congenial passions of his auJience : the language 
of the Jewish nrophets was interpreted and applied j and the 
minds of a people, depressed by their present caiamHies, were 
directed to the hopes and fears of the invisible world. His pre­
cepts and example dp-fined the model of the Roman liturgy; 60 the 
distribution of the parishes, the calendar of festivals, the order of 

_ processions, the service of the priests and deacons, the variety and 
change of sacerdotal garments. Till the last days of his life, he 
officiated in the canon of the mass, which continued above 
three hours: the Gregorian chant 70 has preserved the vocal and 
instrumental music of the theatre, and the rough voices of the 
barbarians attempted to imitate the melody of the Roman 
school. n Experience had shown him the efficacy of theso solemn 
and pompous rites, to soothe the distress, to confirm the faith, to 
mitigate the fierceness, and to dispel the dark enthusiasm of the 
vulgar, and he readily forgave their tendency to promote the reign 
of priesthood and superstition. The bishops of Italy and the ad­
jacent islands acknowledged the Roman pontiff as their special 
metropolitan. Even the existence, the union, or the translation 
of episcopal seats was decided by his absolute discretion: and his 
successful inroads into the provinces of Greece, of Spain, and of 
Gaul, might countenance the more lofty pretensions of succeeding 
popes. He interposed to prevent the abuses of popular election"s ; 
his jealous care maintainei the purity of faith and discipline; 
and the apostolic shepherd assiduously watched over the faith and 
discipline of the subordinate pastors. Under his reign, the Arians 
of Italy and Spain were reconciled to the Oatholic church, and the 
conquest of Britain reflects less glory on the name of Cresar than 
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on that of Gregory the First. Instead of six legions, forty monks 
were embarked for that distant island, and the pontiff lamented 
the austere duties which forbade him to partake the perils of 
their spiritual warfare. In less than two years, he could announce 
to the archbishop of Alexandria, that they had baptized the kmg 
of Kent with ten thousand of his Anglo-Saxons, and that the Ro­
man missionaries, like those, of the primitive church, were armed, 
only with spiritual and supernatural powers. The credulity or 
the prudence of Gregory was always disposed to confirm the truths 
of religion by the evidence of ghosts, miracles, and'" resurrec­
tions ; 72 and posterity has paid to his memory the same tribute 
which he freely granted to the virtue of his own or the preceding 
generation. The celestial honors have been liberally bestowed by 
the authority of the l)opes, but Gregory is the last of their own 
order whom they have presumed to inscribe in the calendar of 
saints. 

Their temporal power insensibly arose from the calamities of the 
times: and the Roman bishops, who have deluged Europe and 
Asia with blood, were compelled to reign as the ministers of 
charity and peace. I. The church of Rome, as it has been for­
merly observed, was endowed with ample possessions in Italy, 
Sicily, and the more distant provinces; and her agents, who were 
commonly sub-deacons, had acquired a civil, and even criminal, 
jurisdiction over their tenants and husbandmen. The successor 
of St. Peter administered his patrimony with the temper of a vigi­
lant and moderate landlord; 7S and the epistles of Gregory are 
filled with salutary instructions to abstain from doubtful or vexa­
tious lawsuits; to preserve the integrity of weights and measures; 
to grant every reasonable delay; and to reduce the capitation of 
the slaves of the glebe, who purchased the right of marriage by 
the payment of' an arbitrary fine.74 The rent or the produce of 
these estates was transported to the mouth of the Tyber, at the 
risk and expense of the pope: in the use of wealth he acted like 
a faithful steward of the church and the poor, and liberally ap­
plied to their wants the inexhaustible resources of abstinence and 
order. The voluminous account of his receipts and disburse­
ments was kept above three hundred years in the Latel'an, as thEt 
model of Clllistian economy. On the four great festivals, he 
divided their quarterly allowance to the clergy, to his domestics, 
to the monasteries, the churches, the places of burial, the alms' I 
houses, and the hospitals of Rome, and the rest of the diocese. 
On the first day of every month, he distributed to the poor, a{)l: 
cording to the season, their stated portion of corn, wine, cheese, 
vegetables, oU, fish, fresh provisions, clothes, and money; and 
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his treasurers were continually summoned to satisfy, in his name? 
the extraordinary demands of indigence aud merit. The instant 
distress of the sick and helpless, of strangers and pilgrims, was 
relieved by the bounty of each day, and of every hour j nor would 
the pontiff indulge himself in a frugal repast, till he had sent the 
dishes from his own table to some objects deserving of his com­
passion. The misery of the- times had reduced the nobles and 
matrons of Rome to accept, without a blush, the benevolence of 
the churcjl: three thousand virgins received their food and rai­
ment from the hand of their benefactor j and many bishops of 
Italy escaped from the barbarians to the hospitable threshold of 
the Vatican. Gregory might justly be styled the Father of his 
Country; and such was the extreme sensibility of his conscience, 
that, for the death of a beggar who had perished in the streets, 
he interdicted himself during several days from the exercise of 
sacerdotal functions. II. The misfortunes of Rome involved the 
apostolical pastor in the business of peace and war; and it might 
be doubtful to himself, whether piety or ambition prompted him 
to supply the place of his absent sovereign. Gregory awakened 
the emperor from a long slumber; exposed the guilt or incapacity 
of the exarch and his inferior ministers; complained that the 
veterans were withdrawn from Rome for the defence of Spoleto ; 
encouraged the Italians to guard their cities and altars j and con­
descended, in the crisis of danger, to name the tribunes, and to 
direct th~ operations, of the provincial troops. But the martial 
spirit of the pope was checked by the scruples of humanity and 
reli~ion: the imposition of tribute, though it was employed i~ the 
Itahan war,' he freely condemned as odious and oppressIve; 
whilst he protected, against the Imperial edicts, the pious cow­
ardice of the soldiers who deserted a military for a monastic life. 
If we may credit his own declarations, it would have been easy 
for Gregory to exterminate the Lombards by their domestic fac­
tions, without leaving a king, a duke, or a count; to save that un­
fortunate nation from the vengeance of their foes. As a Christian 
bishop, he preferred the salutary offices of peace; his mediation 
appeased the tumult of arms: but he was too conscious of the 
arts of the Greeks, and the passions of the Lombards, to engage 
his sacred promise for the observance of the truce. Disappointed 
in the hope of a general Rnd lasting treaty, he presumed to save 
his country without the consent of the emperor or the exarch. 
The sword of t~e enemy was suspended over Rome; it ~as 
averted by the mIld eloquence and seasonable gifts of the pontlff, 
who commanded the respect of heretics and barbarians. The 
merits of Gregory were treated by the Byzantine court with re­
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proach and insult; but in the attachment of a grateful people, he 
found the purest reward of a citizen, and the best right of a sov­
ereign.a 

CHAPTER XLVI. 

REVOLUTIONS OF PERSIA AFTER THE DEATH OF ClJOSROES OR 
NUBIIIUVAN.-IIIB SON HORMOUZ, A TYRANT, IS DEPOSED.­
USURPATION OF BAHARAM.-FLIGHT. AND RESTORATION OF 
cnOSROES H.-HIS GUATITUDE TO THE ROMANS.-THE CHAGAN 
OF THE AVARS.-UEVOLT OF TilE ARMY AGAINST MAURICE.­
HIS DEATH.-TYRAN~--Y OF PHOCAS.-ELEVATION OF HERACUUS. 
-THE PERSIAN WAU.-CHOSROES SUBDUES SYRIR, EGYPT, AND 
ASIA MTNOR.-SIEGE OF CONSTANTINOPLE BY THE PERSIANS 
AND AVARS.-PERSIAN EXPEDITIONS.-VICTORIES AND TRI­
UMPH OF BERACLIUS~ 

THE conflict of Rome and Persia was prolonged from the death 
of Orassus to the reign of Hemclius. An experience of seven 
hundred years might convince the rival nations of the im possibil­
ity of maintaining their conquests beyond the fatal limits of the 
Tigris and Euphrates. Yet the emulation of Trajan and Julian was 
awakened by the trophies of Alexander, and the sovereigns of 
Persia indulged the ambitious hope of restoring the empire of 
Oyrus. 1 Such extraordinary efforts of power and courage. will 
always command the attention of posterity; but the events by 
which the fate of nations is not materially changed, leave a faint 
impression on the page of history, and the patience of the reader 
would be exhausted by the repetition of the same hostilities, un­
dertaken without cause, prosecuted without glory, and terminated 
without effect. The arts of negotiation, unknown to the silI}ple 
greatness of the senate and the Omsars, were assiduollsly cuiti­
vated by the Byzantine princes; and the memorials of their per­
petual embassies 2 repeat, with the same uniform ,prolixity, the 
language of falsehood and declamation, the insolence of the bar­
barians, and the servile temper of the tributary Greeks. Lament­
ing the barren superfluity of materials, I llave studied to compress 
the narrative of these uninteresting transactions: but the just 
Nushirvan is still applauded as the model of Oriental kings, and 
the ambition of his grandson Chosroes prepared the revolution of 
the East, which was speedily accomplished by the arms and the 
religion of the successors of Mahomet. 

R. E. lii.-1J' 
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In the useless altercations, that precede and justify the quarrels 
of princes, the Greeks and the barbarians accused each other of 
violating the peace which had been concluded between the two 
empires about four yen:rs before the death of Justinian. The 
sovereign of Persia and India aspired to reduce under his obedi­
ence the province of Yemen or Arabia S Felix j the distant land 
of myrrh and frankincense, which had escaped, rather than op­
posed, the conquerors of the East. After the defeat of A.brahall 
under the walls of Mecca, the discord of his sons and brothers 
gave an easy entrance to the Persians: they chased the strangers 
of Abyssinia beyond the' Red Sea j and a native prince of the an­
cient Homerites was restored to the throne as the vassal or vice­
roy of the great Nushirvan. 4 But the nephew of Justinian de­
clared his resolution to avenge the injuries of his Christian aUy 
the prince of ·Abyssinia, as they suggested a decent pretence to 
discontinue the annual t'ribute, which was poorly disguised hy the 
name of pension. The churches of Persarmenia were oppressed 
by the intolerant spirit of- the Magi j * they secretly invoked the 
protector of the Christians, and, after the pious murder of their 
satraps, the rebels were avowed and supported as the brethren 
and subjects of the Roman emperor. The complaints of Nushir­
van were disregarded by the Byzantine court j Justin yielded to 
the importunities of the Turks, who offered an alliance against 
the common enemy; and the Persian monarchy was threatened at 
the same instant by the united forces of Europe, of lEthiopia, 
~nd of Scythia. At the age of fourscore the sovereign of the East 
would perhaps have chosen the peaceful enjoyment of his glory 
and greatness j but as soon as war became inevitable, he took the 
field with the alacrity of youth, whilst the aggressor trembled in 

* Persarmenia was long maintained in peace by the tolerant administration of 
llIejej, prince of the Gnounians. On his death he wag succeeded by a persecutor, 
a Persian, named Ten-Schahpour, who attempted to propagate ZoroaEtrianism by 
violence. Nushirvan, on an appeal to the throne by the Armenian clergy, replaced 
Ten-Schshpour. in 552, by Veschnas-Vahram. The new marzban, or governor, was 
instructed to repress the bigoted Magi in their persecutions of the Annenians, but 
the Pen,ian converts to Christianitr Wl're still exposed to cruel sufferings. The 
most distinguished of them, Izdbouzld, was crucified at Dovin in the presence of a 
vast multitude. 'l'he fame of this martyr spread to the West. Memmder, the hi:;­
torian, not only, as appears by a fragment published by Mai, related this event III 
his history, but, according to M. St. Martin, wrote a tragedy on the subject. This, 
however, is on unwarrantable inference from the phrase TpaywOLav O§uevo5, 
which merely means that he reliltetl the tragic event in his history. An epigram on 
the same subject, preserved in the Anthology, Jacob's Anth. Palat.'. 27, belongs 
to the hi~torian. Yet Armenia remained in peace under the government of Vesch­
nas-Vahram, and his successor, Varazdat. The tyranny of his Sllcces~or, Surena, 
led to the insurrection under Vartan, the l\Iamigonian, who revenged the deatbthf 
his brother on the marzban Sllrena, surprised Dovin, and pnt to the sword e 
governor, the soldiers, and the Magians. From St. Martin, Vol. x. p. 79-89.-11(. 
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the palace of Constantinople. Nushirvan, or Chosrocl:I, conducted 
in person the siege of Dara; !lnd although that important fortress 
had been left destitute of troops and magazines, the valor of the 
inhabitants resisted above five months the archers, the elephants, 
a~d the military engines of the Great King. In the mean while. 
hIS general Adm'man advanced from Bahylon, traversed the des­
ert, passed the Euphrates, insuJted the suburbs of Antioch, re­
duced to ashes the city of A pamea, and laid the spoils of Syria at 
the feet of his mastel', whose perseverance in the midst of winter 
at length subverted the bulwark of the East, But these losses, 
which astonished tlle provinces and the court, produced a salu­
tary effect in the repentance and abdication of the emperor Jus­
tin: a new spirit arose in the Byzaptine councils; and a truce of 
three years was obtained by the prudence of Tiberius. That sea­
sonable interval was employed in the preparations of war; and 
the voice of rumor proclaimed to the world, that from the distant 
countries of the Alps and the Rhine, from Scythia, Mresia, Panno­
nia, Illyricum, and Isauria, the strength of the Imperial cavaft-y 
was re-enforced with one hundred and fifty thousand soldiers. 
Yet the king of Persia, without fear, or without faith, resolved to 
prevent the attack of the enemy; again passed the Euphrates, 
and dismissing the ambassadors of Tiberius, arrogantly com­
lnanded them to await bis arrival at Cresarea, the metropolis of 
the Oappadocian provinces. The two armies encountered each 
other in the hattle of Melitene : * the barbarians, who darkened 
the air with a cloud of arrows, prolonged their line, and extended 
their wings across the plain; while the Romans, in deep and 
solid bodies, expected to prevail in closer action, by the weight of 
their 'swords and lances, A Scythian chief, who commanded 
their right wing, suddenly turned the flank of the enemy, at­
tacked their rear-guard in the presence of Ohosroe8, penetrated to 
the midst of the camp, pillaged the royal tent, profaned the eter­
nal fire, loaded a train of camels with the spoils of Asia; cut his 
way through the Persian host, and returned with songs of victory 
!o his friends, who had consumed the day in single combats, or 
Ineffectual skirmishes. The darkness of the night, and the sepa­
r~tion of the Romans, afforded the Persian monarch an opportu­
ll1t~ of revenge; and one of their camps was swept away by a 
rapId and impetuous assault. But the review of his loss, and the 
cousciousness of his danger, determined Ohosroes to a speedy re­
treat: he burnt, in his passage, the vacant town of Melitene; 
~d, without consulting the safety of his troops, boldly swam the 

$ Malathiah. It was in the Lesser Armcnia,-ll. 
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Euphrates on the back of an elephant. After this unsuccessful cam# 
paign, the want of magazines, and perhaps some inroad of the 
Turks, obliged him to disband or divide his forc~s ; the Romans 
were left nlasters of the field, and their general Justinian, advanc­
ing to the relief of the Persarmenian rebels, erected his standard 
. on the banks of the Araxes. The great Pompey had formerly 
halted within three days' mal'ch of the Caspian: 6 that inland sea 
was explored, for the first time, by a hostile fleet,6 and seventy 
thousand captives were transplanted from Hyrcania to the Isle of 
Cyprus. On the return of spring, Justinian descended into the 
fertile plains of Assyria; the flames of war approached the resi­
dence of Nushirvan ; the indignant monarch sunk into the grave; 
and his last edict restrained his successors from exposing their 
person in battle against the -Romans.* Yet the memory of this 
transient affront was-lost in the glories of a long reign; and his 
formidable enemies, after indulging their dream of conqllest, 
again solicited a short respite from the._calamities of war. 7 

'fhe throne of Chosroes Nushirvan was filled by Hormouz, or 
Hormisdas, the eldest or the most favored of his sons. With the 
kingdoms of Persia and India, he inherited the reputation and ex­
ample of his father, the service, in every rank, of his wise and 
valiant officers, and a genaral system of administration, harmon­
ized by time and political wisdom to promote the happiness of the 
prince and people. But the royal youth enjoyed a still more val­
uable blessing, the friendship of a sage who had presided over his 
education, and who always preferred the honor to tpe interest of 
his pupil, his interest to his inclination. In a dispute with the 
Greek and Indian philosophers, Buzurg 8 had once maintained 
that the most grievous misfortune of life is old age without the 
remembrance of virtue; and our candor will presume that the 
same principle compelled him, during three years, to direct the 
councils of the Persian empire. His zeal was rewarded by the 
gratitude and docility of Hormouz, who acknowledged himself 
more indebted to his preceptor than to his parent: but when age 
-and labor had impaired the strength, and IJerhaps the faculties, 
of this prudent counsellor, he retired from court, and abandoned 
the youthful monarch to his own passions_ and those of his favor­
ites. By the fatal vicissitude of human affairs, the same scenes 
were renewed at Ctesiphon, which had been exhibited at Rome 
after the death of :Marcus Alltoninus. The ministers of flattery 
and corruption, who had been banished by the futher, were ~ 

* This circumstance rests on the statements oC Evagrius and Theophylact Simo­
catta. They are not of sufficient authority to establish a fact so improbable. St­
Martin, vol. x. p. 14o.-M. 
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called and cherished by the son; the disgrace 'and exile of the 
friends of Nushirvan established their tyranny; an(l virtue was 
driven by degrees from the mind of Hormouz, from his palace, 
and from the government of the state. The faithful agents, the 
eyes and ears of the king, informed him of the progress of disor­
der, that the provincial governors flew to their prey with the 
fierceness of lions and eagles, and that their rapine and injustice 
would teach the most loyal of his subjects to abhor the name and 
authority of their sovereign. The sincerity of this advice was 
punished with death ; the murmurs of the- cities were despised, 
their tumults were queUed by military execution: the intermedi­
ate powers between the throne and the people were abolished ; 
and the childish vanity of Hormouz, who -affected the daily use of 
the tiara, was fond of declaring~ that he alone would be the judge 
as well as the master of his kingdom. In every word, and in 
every action, the son of Nushirvan degenerated from the virtues 
of his father. His avarice defrauded the troops; his jealous ca­
price degraded the satraps; the palace, the tribunals, the waters of 
the Tigris, were stained with the blood of the innocent, and the 
tyrant exulted in the sufferings and execution Df thirteen thousand 
victims.- As the excuse of his cruelty, he sometimes condescended 
to observe, that the fears of the Persians would be productive of 
hatred, and that their hatred must terminate in rebellion; but he 
forgot that his own guilt and folly had inspired the sentiments 
which he deplored, and prepared the event which he so justly ap­
prehended. Exasperated by long and hopeless oppression, the 
provinces of Babylon, Susa, and Carmania, erected the standard 
of revolt; and the princes of Arabia, India, and Scythia, refused 
the customary tribute to the unworthy successor of Nushirvan. 
The arms of the Romans, in slow sieges and frequent inroads, 
amicted the frontiers of Mesopotamia and Assyria: one of their 
generals professed himself the disciple of Scipio; and the soldiers 
were animated by a miraculous image of Christ, whose mild as­
pect should never have been displayed in the front of battle. II At 
the same time, the eastern provinces of Persia were invaded by 
the great khan, who passed the OXUB at the head of three Or four 
hundred thousand Turks. The imprudent Hormouz accepted 
their perfidious and formidable aid; the cities of Khorassan or 
Bactriana were commanded to open their gates: the march of the 
barbarians towards the mountains of Hyrcania revealed the cor­
respondence of the Turkish and Roman arms; and their union 
must have subverted the throne of the house of SaBsan. 
h' Persia had been lost by a king; it was saved by a hero. After 

18 revolt, yaranes or Bahram is stigmatized by the son of Hor, 
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mouz as an ungrateful slave; the proud and ambiguous reproach 
of despotism, since he was truly descended from the ancient 
princes of Rei,10 one of the seven families whose splendid, as well 
as substantial, prerogatives exalted them above the. heads of the 
Persian nobility. 11 At the siege of Dara, the valor of Bahram was 
signalized under the eyes of N ushirvan, and both the father 
and son s~ccessively promoted him to the command of armies, the 
government of :Media, and the superintendence of the palace. 
The popular prediction which marked him as the deliverer of Per­
sia, might be inspire,d by his past victories and extraordinary 
figure: the epithet Giubin-* is expressive of the quality of dry 
wood: he had the strength and stature of a giant j and his savage 
countenance was fancifully compal'ed to that of a wild cat. 
While the nation trembled, while Hormouz disguised his terror by 
the name of suspicion, and his servants concealed their disloyalty 
under the mask of fear, Bahram alone displayed his undaunted 
courage and apparent fide1ity: and as soon as he found that no 
more than twelve thousand soldiers would follow him against the 
enemy, he prudently declared, that to this fatal number Heaven 
had reserved the honors of the triumph. t The steep and narroW 
descent of the Pule Rudbar, III or Hyrcanian rock, is the only pass 
through which an army can penetrate into the territory of Rei and 
the plains of :Media. From the commanding heights, a band of 
resolute men might overwhelm with stones and darts the myriads 
of the Turkish host: their emperor and his son were transpierced 
with arrows; and the fugitives were left, without counselor pro­
visions, to the revenge of an injured people. The patriotism of 
the Persian general was stimulated by his affection for the city of 
his forefathers j in the hour of victory, every peasant became a 
soldier, and every soldier a hero j and their ardor was kindled by 
the gorgeous spectacle of beds, and thrones, and tables of massy 
gold, the spoils of Asia, and the luxury of the hostile camp. A 
prince of a less malignant temper could not easily have forgiven 
his benef~ctor; and the secret hatred of Hormouz was envenomed 
by a malicious report, that Bahram had privately retained the 
most precious fruits of his Turkish victory. But the approach of 
a Roman army on the side of the Araxes compelled the implaca~ 
ble tyrant to smile and to applaud; and the toils of Bahram were 
rewarded with the permission of encountering a new enemy, by 

.. He is generally called Babaram Chollheen. Baharam the stick-like, probably
from his appearance. Malcolm, vol. i. p. 120.-M.· . 

t The Persian historians say that Hormouz entreated his general to increase bIS 
numbers; bnt Baharam replied that experience had taught him that it was the 
quality, not the llUmbers of soldiers, which gave success .... No man in his arllll 
was uuder lorty yeal'S, and none al.love fifty. Malcolm, vol. i. p. 121.-!rl. . 
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their skill and discipline more formidable than a Scythian multi­
tude. Elated by his recent success, he despatched a herald with a 
bold defiance to the camp of the Romans, requesting them to fix a 
day of battle, and to choose whether they would pass the river 
themselves, or allow a free passage to the arms of the great king. 
The lieutenant of the emperor Maurice preferred the safer alterna­
tive; and this local circumstance, which would have enhanced 
the vic:tory of the Persians, rendered their defeat more bloody and 
their escape more difficult. But the loss of his subjects, and the 
danger of his kingdom, were overbalanced in the mind of H ormouz 
by the disgrace of his personal enemy; and no sooner had Bah­
ram collected and reviewed his fO,l;ces, than he ~ceived from a 
royal messenger the insulting gift of a distaff, a spinning-wheel, 
and a complete suit of female apparel. Obedi~nt to tIle will of 
his sovereign, he showed himself to the soldiers in this unworthy 
disguise: they resented his ignominy and their own; a shout of 
rebellion ran through the ranks; and the general accepted their 
oath of fiuelity and vows of revenge. A second messenger, who 
had been commanded to bring the rebel in chains, was trampled 
under the feet of an elephant, and manifestoes were diligently cir-­
culated, exhorting the Persians to assert their freedom against an 
odious and contemptible tyrant. The defection was rapid and 
universal; his loyal slaves were sacrificed to the public fury; the 
troops deserted to the standard of Bahram ; and the" provinces 
again saluted the deliverer of his country. 

As the passes were faithfully guarded, Hormouz could only 
compute the number of his enemies by the testimony of a guilty 
conscience, and the daily defection of those who, in the hour of 
his distress, avenged their wrongs," or forgot their obligations. 
He proudly displayed the ensigns of royalty.; but the city and 
palace of l\Iodain had already escaped from the hand of the 
ty~·ant. Among the victims of his crue~ty, Bindoes, a Sassanian 
pnnce, had been cast into a dungeon; hIS fetters were broken by 
the zeal and courage of a brother; and he stood before the' king 
at. tl.le head of those trusty guards, who had ~een chosen as the 
nlllllsters of his confinement, and perhaps of Ius death. Alarmed 
by the hasty intrusion and bold reproaclles of the captive, Hor­
mOllZ looked round, but in vain, for advice or assistance; discov­
ered that his strength consisted in the obedience of others; and 
patiently yielded to the single arm of Bindoes, who dragged him 
from the throne to the same dungeon in which he himself had 
been so lately confined. At the first tumult, Chosroes, the eldest 
of the BOllS of Hormouz, escaped from the city; he was persuaded 
to return by the pressing and friendly invitation of Bindoes, w lUI 
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promised to seat him on his father's throne, and who expected to 
reign under the name of an inexperienced youth. In the just 
assurance, that his accomplices could neither forgive nor hope to 
be forgiven, and that every Persian might be trusted as the judge 
and enemy of the tyrant, he instituted a public trial, without a 
precedent and without a copy in the annals of the East. The son 
of Nushirvan, who had requested to plead in his own defence, 
was introduced as a criminal into the full assembly of the nobles 
and satraps;13 He was heard with decent attention as long as he 
expatiated on the advantages of order and obedience, the danger 
of innovation, and the inevitable discord of those who had 
encouraged each other to trample on their lawful and hereditary 
sovereign. By a pathetic appeal to their humanity, he extorted 
that llity which is seldom refused to the fallen fortunes of a king; 
and while they beheld the abject posture and squalid appearance 
of the prisoner, his tears, hIS chains, and the marks of ignomini­
ous stripes, it was impossible to forget how recently they had 
adored the divine splendor of his diadem and purple. But an 
angry murmur arose in the assembly as suon as he presumed to 
vindicate llis conduct, and to applaud the victories of his reign. 
He defined the dutics of a king, and the Persian nobles listened 
with a smile of contempt j they were fired with indignation when 
he dared to vilify the character of Chosroes j and by the indis­
creet offer of resigning the sceptre to the second of his sons, he 
subscribed his own condemnation, and sacrificed the life of Jlis in­
nocent favorite. The mangled bodies of the boy and his mother 
were exposed to the people j the eyes of Hormouz were pierced 
with a hot needle ; and the punishment of the father was suc­
ceeded by the coronation of his eldest son. Chosroes had as­
cended the throne without guilt, and his piety strove to alleviate 
the misery of the abdicated monarch; from the dungeon he 
removed Hormouz to an apartment of the palace, supplied with 
liberality the consolations of sensual enjoyment, and patiently 
endured the furious sallies of his resentment and despair. He 
might despise the resentment of a blind and unpopular tyrant, 
but the tiara was trembling on his head, till he could subvert the 
power, or acquire the friendship, of the great Bahram, who sternly 
denied the justice of a revolution, in which himself and his sol­
diers, the true representatives of Persia, had never been consulted. 
The offer of a general amnesty, and of the second rank in his 
kingdom, was answered by an epistle from Bahram, friend of the 
gods, conqueror of men, and enemy of tyrants, the satrap. of 
satraps, general of the Persian armies, and a prince adorned wIth 
the title of eleven virtues. 14 He commands Chosroes, the son of 
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hormouz, to shun the example and fate of his father, to confine 
the traitors who had been l'eleased from their chains, to deposit 
in some holy place the diadem which he had usurped, and to ac­
cept from his gracious benefactor the pardon of his faults and 
the government of a province. The rebel might not be proud, 
and the king most assuredly was not humble; but the one was 
conscious of his strength, the other was sensible of his weakness; 
and even the modest language of his reply still left room for 
treaty and reconciliation. Chosroes led into the field the slaves 
of the palace and the populace of the capital: they beheld with 
terror the banners of a veteran army; they were encompassed and 
surprised by the evolutions of the general; and the satraps wllO 
had deposed Hormouz received the punishment of their revolt, 
or"expiated their first treason by a second and more criminal act 
of disloyalty. The life and liberty of Chosroes were saved, but 
he was reduced to the necessity of imploring aid or refuge in some 
foreign land; and the implacable Bindoes, anxious to secure an 
unquestionable title, hastily returned to the palace, and ended, 
with a bowstring, the wretched existence of the son of Nushir­
van. Ii 

While Cltosroes despatched, the preparationl; of his retreat, he 
deliberated with his remaining friends, l6 whether he should lurk in 
the valleys of Mount Caucasus, or fly to the tents of the Turks, or 
solicit the protection of the emperor. The long emulation of the 
successors of Artaxerxes and Constantine increased his reluctance 
to appear as a suppliant in a rival court; but he weighed the 
forces of the Homans, and prudently considered, that the neigh~ 
borhood of Syria would render his escape more easy and their suc­
cors more effectual. Attended only by his concubines, and a 
troop of thirty guards, he secretly departed from the capital, fol­
lowed the 'banks of the Euphrates, -traversed the desert, and 
halted at the distance of ten miles from Circesium. About the 
third watch of the night, the Roman prrefect was informed of his 
approach, and he introduced the royal stranger to the fortress at 
the dawn of day. From thence the king of Persia was conducted 
to the more honorable residence of Hierapolis; and Maurice dis~ 
s~mbled his pride, and displayed his benevolence, at the recep~ 
bon of the letters and ambassadors of the grandson of N ushirvaa. 
They humbly ]"epresented the vicissitudes of fortune and the 
Common interest of princes, exaggerated the ingratitude of Bah­
ram, the agent of the evil principle, and urged, with specious 
argument, that it was for the advantage of the Romans themselves 
to Support the two monarchies which balance the world, the two 
great luminaries by whose salutary influence it is vivified and 
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a.dorned. The anxiety of Ohosroes was soon relieved by the as­
surance that the emperor had espoused the cause of justice and 
royalty; but ~Iaurice prudently declined the expense and deJay of 
his useless visit to Constantinople. 'In the name of his generous 
benefactor, a rich diadem was presented to the fugitive prince, 
with an inestimahle gift of jewels and gold; a powerful army was 
assembled on the frontiers of Syria and Armenia, under the com­
mand of the valiant and faithful Narses,17 and this general, of his 
own nation, and his own choice, was directed to pass the Tigris, 
and never to sheathe his sword till he had restored 'Chosroes to 
the throne of his ancesturs.* The enterprise, huwever splendid, 
was less arduous than it might appear. Persia had already re­
pented of her fatal rashness, which betrayed the heir of the house 
of Sass an to the ambition of a rebellious subject: and the bold 
refusal of the :Magi to consecrate his usurpation, compelled Bah­
ram to assume the sceptre, regardless of the Jaws and prejudices 
of the nation. The palace was' soon distracted with conspiracy, 
the city with tumult, the provinces with insurrection j and the 
cruel execution of the guilty and the suspected served to irritate 
rather than subdue the publie discontent. No sooner did the 
grandson of Nushirvan display his ~wn and the Homan banners 
beyond the Tigris, than he was joined, each day, by the increas­
ing multitudes of the nobility and people j and as he advanced, 
he received from every side the grateful offerings of the keys of 
his cities and the heads of his enemies. As soon as Modain was 
freed from the presence of the usurper, the loyal inhabitants 
obeyed the first summons of Mebodes at the head of only two 
thommnd horse, and Ohosroes accepted the sacred and precious 
ornaments of the palace as the pledge of their truth and the pre­
sage of his approaching success. After the junction of the Impe­
rial truops, which Bahram vainly struggled to prevent, the con:' 
test was decided by twp battles on the banks of the Zab, and the 
confines of Media. The Romans, with the faithful subjects of 
Persia, amounted to sixty thousand, while the whole force of the 
usurper did not exceed forty thousand men: the two generals 
signalized their valor and ability j but the victory was finally de­
termined -by the prevalence of numbers and discipline. With the 
remnant of a broken army, Bahram fled towards the eastern prov~ 
inees of the Oxus j the enmity of Persia reconciled him tu the 
Turks; but his days were shortened by poison, perhaps the most 
incurable of poisons, the stings of remorse and despair, and the 
bitter remembrance of lost glory. Yet the modern Persians still 

* The Armenians adhered to Chosroea. St. Martin. vol. x. p. 312.-M., 
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commemorate the exploits of Bahram j and some excellent laws 
have prolonged the duration of his troubled and transitory reign. * 

The restoration of Chosroes was celebrated with feasts and exe­
cutions j and the music of the royal Lanquet was often disturbed 
by the groans of dying or mutilated criminals. A general pardon 
might have diffused comfort and tranquillity through a country 
which had been shaken by the late revolutions j yet before the 
sanguinary temper of Chosroes is blamed, we should learn whether 
the Persians had not been accustomed either to dread the rigor, or 
to despise the weakness, of their sovereign. The revolt of Bah­
ram, and the co~spiracy of the satraps, were impartially punished 
by the revenge or justice of the conqueror j the merits of Bindoes 
himself could not purify his hand from the guilt of royal blood: 
and the son of Hormouz was desirous to assert his own innocence, 
and to vindicate the sanctity of kings. During the vigor of the 
Roman power, several princes were seate~ on the throne of Persia 
by the arms and the authority of the first emsars. But their new 
subjects were soon disgusted with the vices or virtues which they 
had imbibed in a foreign land; the instability of their dominion 
gave birth to a vulgar observation, that the choice of Rome was 
solicited and rejected with equal ardor by the capricious levity 
of Oriental slaves. 18 But the glory of Maurice was conspicuous in 
the long and fortunate reign of his son :md his ally. A band of a 
thousand Romans, who continued to guard the person of Chos­
roes, proclaimed his confidence in the fidelity of the strangers; 
his growing strength enabled him to dismiss. this unpopular aid, 
but he steadily professed the same gratitude 'and reverence to his 
adoptad father; and till the death of l\Iaurice, the peace and alli­
ance of the two empires were faithfully maintained. Yet the 
~ercenary friendship of the Roman prince had been purchased 
with costly and important gifts.; the strong cities of Martyropolis 
~nd Darat were restored, and the Persarmenians became the will­
lUg subjects of an empire, whose eastern limit was extended, be­
yond the example of former times, as far as the hanks of the 
Araxes, and the neighborhood of the Caspian. A pious hope 
~as indulged, that the church as well as the state luight triumph 
In this revolution; but if Chosroes had sincerely listened to the 

,.. According to Mirkhond and the Oriental writers, Bahram received the danghtl'r 
o! the Khakan in marriage, and commanded a body of Turks in an inva!'lion of Per­
s)~ Some f!.uy that he was assaI.':sinated; Malcolm adopts the opinion that he was Eh Boned. HIS si8ter Gourdieh, the companion of his flight. is celebrated in tlle 
X ah Nameh. She \Vas afterwards one of the wives of Chosroes. St. Martin, vol. 

·P.3:U.-M. 
a ~ CM°!lce~ning Ni!;ihis, see St. Martin and his Armenian authoritiell vol. x. p. 832, 
n emoxres snr l'Ar'Denle, tom. 1. p. 25.-M. 
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Christian bishops, the impression was erased by the zeal and elo. 
quence of tho Magi: if he was armed with philosophic indiffer­
ence, he accommodated his belief, or rather his professions, to the 
various circumstances of an exile and a sovereign. The imaginary 
conversion of the king of Persia was reduced to a local and super-, 
stitious veneration for Sergius,19 one of the saints of Antioch, who 
heard his prayers and appeared to him in dreams.; -be enriched the 
shrine with offerings of gold and silver, and ascribed to this invisi­
ble patron the success of his arms, aud the pregnancy of Sira, a 
devout Christian, and the best beloved of his wives. 20 The beauty 
of Sira, or Schirin,21 ber wit, her musical talents, are still famous 
in the history, or rather in the romances, of the East: her own 
name is expressive, in the Persian tongue, of sweetness and grace; 
a.nd the epithet of Parviz alludes to the charms of her royal lover. 
Yet Sira never shared the passion which she inspired, and the 
bliss of Chosroes was tortured by a jealous doubt, that whilst he 
possessed her person, she had bestowed her affections on a meaner 
favorite. 22 

While the majesty of the Roman name was revived in the East, 
the prospect of Europe is less pleasing and less glorious. By the 
departure of the Lombards and the. ruin of the Gepidro, the balance 
of power .:was destroyed on the Danube; and the Avars spread 
their permanent dominion froIn the foot of the Alps to the sea­
coast of the Euxine. The reign of Baian is the brightest rora of 
their monarchy; their chagan, who occupied the rustic palace of 
Attila, appears to have imitated his character and policy; 23 but 
as the same scenes were repeated in a smaller circle, a minute rep­
resentation of the copy would be devoid of the greatness. and 
novelty of the original. .The pride of the second Justin, of Ti­
berius, and l\Iaurice, was humbled by a proud barbarian, mo,re 
prompt to inflict than exposed to suffer the injuries of war; and 
as often as Asia was threatened by the Persian arms, Europe was 
oppressed by the dangerous inroads, or costly friendship, of the 
Avars. ",Vhen the Roman envoys approached the presence of the 
chagan, they were commanded to wait at the door of his tent, till, 
at the end perhaps of ten or twelve days, he condescended to ad.. 
mit them. If the substance or the style of their message was of .. 
fensive to his ear, he insulted, with real or affected fury, their own 
dignity, and that of their prince; their baggage was plundered, 
and their lives were only saved by the promise of flo richer present 
and a more respectful address. But his sacred ambassadors e~­
joyed and abused an unbounded license in the midst of Constant! .. 
nople: they urged, with importunate clamors, the increase ~f 
tribute, or the restitution of captives and deserters: and the ma)' 

http:wives.20
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esty of the empire was almost equally degraded by a base compli­
ance, or by the false and fearful excuses with which they eluded 
such insolent demands. The chagan had never seen an elephant; 
and his curiosity was excited by the strange, and perhaps fabulous, 
portrait of that wonderful animal. At his command, one of th~ 
largest elephants of the Imperhl stables was equipped with stately 
caparisons, and conducted by a numerous train to the royal vil­
lage in the plains of Hungary. He surveyed the enormous beast 
with surprise, with disgust, and possibly with terror; and smiled 
at the vain industry of the Rumans, who, in search of such useless 
rarities, could explore the limits of the land and sea. He wished, 
at the expense of the emperor, to repose in a golden bed. The 
wealth of Constantinople, and the skilful diligence of her artists, 
w~re instantly devoted to the gratification of his caprice; but 
when the work was finished, he rejected with scorn a present so 
unworthy the majesty of a great king. 1H These were the casual 
sallies of his pride; but the avarice of the chagan was a more 
steady and tractable passion: a rich and regular supply of silk 
apparel, furniture, and plate introduced the rudiments of art and 
luxury among the tents of the Scythians ; their appetite was stim­
ulated by the pepper and cinnamon of India; 26 the annual subsidy 
or tribute was raised from fourscore to one hundred and twenty 
thousand pieces of gold ; and after each hostile interruption, the 
payment of the arrears, with exorbitant interest, was always made 
the first condition of the new treaty. In .the language of a bar­
barian, without guile, the prince of the A vars affected to com­
plain of the insincerity of the Greeks; 26 yet he was not inferior to 
the most civilized nations in the refinements of dissimulation and 
perfidy. As the successor orthe Lombards, the chagan asserted 
his claim to the important city of Sirmium, the ancient bulwark 
of the Illyrian provinces.27 The plains of the Lmver Hungary 
were covered with the Avar horse ; and a fleet of large boats was 
bUilt in the Hercynian wood, to de~cend the Danube, and to trans­
port into the Save the materials of a bridge. But as the strong 
garrison of SinO'idunum, which commanded the conflux of the two 
rivers, might have stopped their passage and bafiled his clesignll, 
he dispelled their apprehensions by a solemn oath that his views 
were not hostile to the empire. He swore by his sword, the sym­
bol of the god of war, that he did not, as the enemy of Home, 
construct a bridge upon the Save. " If I violate my oath," Jmr­
sued the intrepid Baian, " may I myself, and the last of my nation, 
perish by the sword 1 May the heavens, and fire, the deity of 
the heavens, fall uuon our heads I. ~Iay the forests and mountains 
bury us in thilir ruins I and the Save, returning against. the laws 
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of nature, to his source, overwhelm us in his angry waters !" 
After this barbarous imprecation, he calmly inquired what oath 
was most sacred and venerable among the Christians, what guilt or 
perjury it was most dangerous to incur. The bishop of Singid unum 
presented the gospel, which the chagan received with devout r~v­
erence. "I swear," said he, "by the God who has spokell. 10 

this holy -book, that I have neither falsehood on ~y tongue, nor 
treachery in my heart." As soon as he rose from his knees he 
accelerated the labor of the bridge, and despatched an envoy to 
proclaim what he no longer wished to conceal. ." Inform the em­
peror," said the perfidious Baian, .that Sirmium is invested on 
every side. Advise his prudence to withdraw the citizens and 
their effects, and to resign a city which it is now. impossible to 
relieve or defend." Without the hope of relief, the defence <'f 
Sirmium was prolonged above three years: the walls were still 
untouched ; but famine was enclosed within the walls, till a mer­
ciful capitulation allowed the escape of the naked and hungry in­
habitants. Singidunum, at the distance of fifty miles, experienced 
a more cruel fate: the buildings were razed, and the vanquished 
people was condemned to servitude and exile. Yet the ruins of 
Sirmium are no longer visible; the advantageous situation of 
Singidunum soon attracted a new colony of Sclavonians, and tho 
conflux of the Save and Danube is still guarded by the fortifica­
tions of Belgrade, or the White City, so often and so obstinately 
disputed by the Christian and Turkish arms. liB From Belgrade to 
the walls of Constantinople a line may be measured of six hundred 
miles: that line was marked with flames and with blood; the 
horses of the Avars were alternatelyhathed in the Euxinc and the 
Adriatic; and the Roman pontiff, alarmed by the approach of a 
more savage enemy, 2~ was reduced to eherish the Lombards, as 
the protectors of Italy. The despair of a captive, whom his coun­
try refused to ransom, disclosed to the Aval'S the invention and 
practice of military engines. 30 But in the first attempts they were 
rudely framed, and awkwardly managed; and the resistance of 
Diocletianopolis and Bef3~a, 'of Philippopolis and Adrianople, soon 
exhausted the skill and patience Of the besiegers. The warfare 
of Baian ",as ,that of a Tartar; yet his mind was susceptible of a 
humane and generous sentiment: he spared Anchialus, whose sa~­
utary waters had restored the health of the best beloved of hIS 
wives; and the Romans confessed, that their starving army was 
fed and dismissed by the liberality of a foe. His empire extended 
over ;Hungary, Poland, and Prussia, from the mouth of the Dan­
ube to that of the Oder ; 31, and his new subjects were divided and 
transplanted by the jealous policy of the conqueror. 32 The east­
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ern regions of Germany, which had been left vacant by the emi­
gration of the Vandals, were replenished with Sclavonian colo­
nists j the' same tribes are discovered in the neighborhood of the 
Adriatic and of the Baltic, and with the name of Baian himself, 
the Illyrian cities of N eyss and Lissa are again found in the heart 
of Silesia. In the disposition both of his troops and provinces the 
chagan exposed the vassals, whose lives he disregarded,33 to the 
first assault j and the swords of the enemy were blunted before 
they encountered the native valor of the Avars. 

The Persian alliance restored the troops of the East to the de­
fen.ce of Europe: and Maurice, who had supported ten years the. 
insolence of the chagan, declared his resolution to march in per": 
son against the barbarians. In the space of two centuries none 
of the successors of Theodosius had appeared in the field: their 
lives were supinely spent in the palace of Constantinople j and the 
Greeks could no longer understand, that the name of emperor, in 
its primitive sense, denoted the chief of the armies of the republic. 
The martial ardor of 1flaurice was opposed by the grave flattery of 
the senate, the timid superstition of the patriarch, and the tears 
of the empress Constantina j and they all conjured him to devolve 
on some meaner general the fatigues and perils of a Scythian cam­
paign. Deaf to their advice and entreaty, the emperor boldly ad­
vanced U seven miles from the capital; the sacred ensign of the 
cross was displayed in the front; and Maurice reviewed, with con­
scious pride, the arms and numbers of the veterans who had 
fought and conquered beyond the Tigris. Anchialus was the 
last term of his progress by sea and land j he solicited, without 
success, a miraculous answer to his nocturnal prayers; his mind 
was confounded by the death of a favorite horse, the encounter of 
a wild boar, a storm of wind and rain, and the birth of a mon­
strous child j and he forgot, that the best of omens is to un­
sheathe our sword in ~he defence of our country. 36 Under the 
pretence of receiving the ambassadors of Persia, the emperor re­
turned to Constantinople, exchanged the thoughts of war for those 
of devotion, and disappointed the public hope by his absence and 
the choice of his lieutenants. The blind partiality of fraternat 
loye might excuse the promotion of his brother Peter, who fled 
WIth equal disgr:\ce from the barbarians, from his own soldiers, and 
from the inhabitants of a Roman city. That city, if we may credit 
t!le resemblance of name and character, was the famous A7.imun­
bUm,36 which had alone repelled the tempest of Attila. The 
exa~ple of her warlike youth was propagated to succeeding gen­
eratIons j and they obtained, from the first or the second Justin, 
an honorable privilege, that their valor should be always reserved 
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for, the defence of their native country. The brother ot Maurice 
attempted to violate this privilege, and to mingle a patriot band 
with the mercenaries of his camp; they retired to the ~hurch ; he 
was not awed by the sanctity of the place; the people rose in 
thcir cause, the gates were shut, the ramparts were manned; and 
the cowardice of Peter was found equal to his arrogance and in­
justice. The military fame of Commentiolus 37 is the object of 
satire or comedy rather than of sP.rious history, since he was even 
deficient in the vile and vulgar qualification of personal courage. 
His solemn councils, strange evolutions, and secret orders, al­
ways supplied an apology for flight or delay. If he marched 
against the enemy, the pleasant valleys of Mount Hoomus opposed 
an insuperable barrier; but in his retreat, he explored. with fear­
less curiosity, the most difficult and obsolete paths, which had 
almost escaped the memory of the oldest native. The only blood 
which he lost was drb-wn, in a real or affected malady, by the 
lancet of a surgeon; and his health, which felt with exquisite 
sensibility the approach of the barbarians, was uniformly restored 
by the repose and safety of the winter season. A prince who 
could promote and support this unworthy favorite must derive no 
glory from the accidental merit of his colleague Priscus. 38 In five 
successive battles, which seem to have been conducted with skill 
and resolution, seventeen thousand two hundred barbarians were 
made prisoners: near sixty thousand, with four sons of the chagan, 
were slain : the Roman general surprised a peaceful district of. the 
Gepidoo, who slept under the protection of the Avars; and his 
last trophies were erected on the banks of the Danube and th~ 
Teyss. Since the death of Trajan, the arms of the empire had not 
penetrated so deeply into the old Dacia: yet the success of Pris­
CllS was transient and barren ,; and he was soon recalled by the 
apprehension that Baian, with dauntless spirit and recruited 
forces, was preparing to avenge his defeat under the walls of Con­
stantinople. 39 

The theory of war was not more familiar to the camps of Cresar 
and Trajan, than to those of Justinian and :Maurice. 40 The iron 
of Tuscany or Pontus still received the keenest temper from the 
skill of the Byzantine workmen. The magazines were plentifully 
stored with every species of offensive and defensive arms. In tho 
construction and use of ships, engines, and fortifications, the bar­
barians admired the superior ingenuity of a people whom" they SO 

often vanquisllCd in the field. The science of tactics, the order, 
evolutions, and stratagems of antiquity, was transcribed and 
studied in the books of the Greeks and Romans. But the solitude 
or degeneracy of the provinces could no longer supply a race of 
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men tv handle those weapons, to guard those walls, to navigate 
those ships, and to reduce the theory of war into bold and suc­
cessful practice. The genius of Belisarius and Narses had been 
formed without a master, and expired -without a disciple. Neither 
honor nor patriotism, nor generous superstition, could animate the 
lifeless bodies of slaves and strangers, who had succ~eded to the 
honors of the legions: it was in the camp alone that the emperor 
should have exercised a despotic command; it waR only in the 
cumps that his authority was disobeyed and insulted: he appeased 
and inflam'~d with gold the licentiommess of the troops; but their 
vices were inherent, their victories were accidental, and their 
costly maintenance exhausted the substance of a state which they 
were unable to defend. After a long and pernicious indulgence, 
the cure of this inveterate evil was undertaken by Maurice; but 
the rash attempt, which drew destruction on his own head, tended 
only to aggravate the disease. A reformer should be exempt from 
the suspicion of interest, and he must possess the confidence and 
esteem of those whom he proposes to r<~claim. The troops of Mau­
rice might listen to the voice of a victorious leader; they dis­
dained the admonitions of statesmen and sophists; and, wIlen 
they received an edict, which deducted from their pay the price 
of their arms and clothing, they execrated the avarice of a prince 
insensible of the dangers and fatigues from which he had escaped. 
The camps both of Asia and Europe were agitated with frequent 
and furious seditions; 41 the enraged t:oldiers of Edessn pursued 
with reproaches, with threats, with wo'unds, their trembling gen­
erals; they overturned the statues of the emperor, cast stones 
against the miraculous image of Christ, and either rejected the 
yoke of all civil and milItary laws, or instituted a dangerous 
model of voluntary subordination. The monarch, always distant, 
and offen deceived, was incnpable of yielding, or persisting. ac­
cording to the exigence of the moment. But the fear of a general 
revolt induced him too readily to accept any act of valor, or any 
exprcs~ion of loyalty, as an atonement for the popular offence; 
the new reform was abolished as hastily as it had been announced, 
and the troops, instead of punishment and restraint, were agree­
ably surprised by a gracious proclamation of immunities and re­
wards. But the soldiers accepted without gratitude the tardy 
and reluctant gifts of the emperor: their insolence was elated by 
the discovery of his weakness and their own strength; and their 
mutual hatred was inflamed beyond the desire of forgiveness or 
the hope of reconciliation. The historians of the times adopt the 
vulgar su~picion that Maurice conspired to destroy the troops 
Whom he had l~bored to reform; the misconduct and favor of 
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Commentivtus are imputed to this malevolent design; and every 
age must condemn the inhumanity or avarice 42 of a prince, who, 
by the trifling ransom of six thousand pieces of gold, might have 
prevented the massacre of twelve thousand prisoners in the hands 
of the chagan. In the just fervor of indignation, an order was 
signified to the army of the Danube, that they should spare the 
magazines of the province, and establish their winter quarters in 
the hostile country of the Avars. The measure of their grievances 
was full: they pronounced Maurice unworthy to reign, expelled 
or slaughtered his faithful adherents, and, under the command of 
Phocas, a simple centurion, returned by hasty marches to the 
neighborhood of Constantinople. After a long series of legal suc­
cession, the military disorders of the third century were again re­
vived; yet such was the novelty of the enterprise, that the insur­
gents were awed by their own rashness. They hesitated to invest 
their favorite with the vacant purple; and while they rejected all 
treaty with Maurice himself, they held a friendly correspondence 
with his son Theodosius, and with Germanus, the father-in-law of 
the royal youth. So obscure had been the former condition of 
Phocas, that the emperor was ignorant of the name and character 
of his rival; but as Roon as he learned that the centurion, though 
bold in sedition, was timid in the face of danger, "Alas I" cried 
the desponding prince, "if he is a coward, he will surely be a 
murderer. " 

Yet if Constantinople had been firm and faithful, the murderer 
might have spent his fury against the walls; and the rebel army 
would have been gradually consumed or reconciled by the pru­
dence of the emperor. In the games of the Circus, which he re­
peated with unusual pomp, Maurice disguised, with smiles of con­
~dence, the anxiety of his heart, condescended to solicit the ap­
plause of the factilJns, and flattered their pride by accepting from 
their respective tribunes a list of nine hundred blues and fifteen 
hundred greens, whom he affected to esteem as the solid pillars of 
his throne. Their treacherous or languid support betrayed his 
weakness and hastened his fall: the green faction were the secret 
accomplices of the rebels, and the blues recommended lenity and 
moderation in a contest with their Roman brethren. The rigid 
and parsimonious virtues of Maurice had long since alienated the 
hearts of his subjects: as he walked barefoot in a religious pro­
cession, he was mdely assaulted with stones, and his guards were 
compelled to present their iron maces in the defence of his per­
son. A fanatic monk ran through the streets with a drawn sword, 
denouncing against him the wrath and the sentence of God; and 
a vile plebeian, who represented his countenance and apparel, was 
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3eated on an ass, and pursued by the imprecations of the multi­
tude. 4S The emperor suspected the popularity of Germanus with 
the soldiers and citizens: he feared, he threatened, but he de­
layed to strike; the patrician fled to 1he sanctuary of the church; 
the people rose in his defence, the walls were deserted by the 
guards, and the lawless dty was abandoned to the flames and ra­
pine of a nocturnal tumult. In a small bark, the unfortunate 
Maurice, with his wife and nine children, escaped to the Asiatic 
shore; but the violence of the wind compelled him to land at the 
ehurch of St. Autonomus, U near Chalcedon, from whence he des­
patched Theodosius, his eldest son, to implore the gratitude and 
friendship of the Persian monal'ch. For himself, he refused to 
fly: his body was tortured with sciatic pains,45 his mind was en­
feebled by superstition; he patiently awaited the event of the rev­
olution, and addressed a fervent and public prayer to the Al­
mighty, that the punishment of his sins might be inflicted in this 
world rather than in a future life. After the abdication of Mau­
rice the two factions disputed the choice of tm emperor; but the 
favorite of the blues was rejected by the jealousy of their antag­
onists, and Germanus himself was hurried along by the crowds who 
rushed to the palace of Hebdomon, seven miles from the dty, to 
adore the majesty of Phocas the centurion. ,A modest wish of 
resigning the 'purple to the rank and merit of Germanus was op­
posed by ?tis resolution, more obstinate and equally sincere; the 
senate and clergy obeyed his summons; and, as soon as the patri­
arch was assured-of his orthodox belief, he consecrated the suc­
cessful usurper in the church of St. John the Baptist. On the 
third day, amidst the acclamations of a thoughtless people, 
Phocas made his public entry in a chariot drawn by fOl,lr white 
horses: the revolt of the troops was rewarded by a lavish dona­
tive; and the new sovereign, after visiting the palace, behe}(! 
from his throne the games of the hippodrome. In a dispute of 
precedency between the two facti"Qns, his partial judgment in­
clined in favor of the greens. "Remember that Maurice is still 
alive," resounded from the opposite side; and the indiscreet 
clamor of the blues admonished and stimulated the cruelty of tlle 
tyrant. The ministers. of death were despatched to Chalcedon : 
they dragged the emperor from his sanctuary j and the five sons of 
Maurice were successively murdered before the eyes of their ag­
onizing parent. At each stroke, which he felt in his heart, he 
found strength to rehearse a pious ejaculation: "Thou art just, 
o Lord I and thy judgments are righteous." And such, in the 
last moments, was his. rigid attachment to truth and justice, that 
he revealed to the soldiers the pious falsehood of a nurse who 
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presented her own child in the place of a royal infant. 46 The 
tragic scene was finally closed by the execution of the emperor 
himself, in the twentieth year of his reign, and the sixty.third of 
his age. The bodies of the father and his five sons were cast into 
the sea; their heads were exposed at Constantinople to the insults 
or pity of the multitude ~ and it was not till some signs of putre­
faction had appeared, that Phocas connived at the private burial 
of these venerable remains. In that grave the faults and errors 
of Maurice were kindly interred. His fate alone was remem­
bered; and at the end of twenty years, in the recital of the his­
tory of Theophylact, the mournful taJe was interrupted by the 
tears of the audience. n 

Such tears must have flowed in secret, and such compassion 
would have been criminal, under the reign of Phocas, who was 
peaceably acknowledged in the provinces of the East and Wcst. 
The images of the emperor and his wife Leontia were exposed in 
the Lateran to the veneration of the clergy and senate of Rome, 
and afterwards deposited in the palace of the Crosars, between 
those of Constantine and Theodosius. As a subject and a Chris­
tian, it was the duty of Gregory to acquiesce in the established 
government; but the joyful applause with wllich he salutes the 
fortune of the assassin, has sullied, with indelible disgrace, the 
character of the saint. The successor of the apostles might have 
inculcated with decent firmness the guilt of blood, and the neces­
sity of repentance; he is content to celebrate ·the deliverance of 
the people and the fall of the oppressor; to rejoice that the piety 
and benignity of Phocas have been raised by Providence to the 
Imperial throne; to pray that Ilis hands may be strengthened 
against all his enemies; and to express a wish, perhaps a proph· 
ecy, that, after a long and triumphant reign, he may be trans: 
ferred from a temporal to an everlasting kingdom. 48 I have al­
ready traced tJle steps of a revolution 80 plea8ing, in Gregory's 
opinion, both to heaven and earth; and Phocas does not appear 
lCl:ls hateful in the exercise than in the acquisition of power. The 
pencil of an impartial historian lIaS delineated the portrait of a 
monster:u his diminutive and deformed person, the closeness of 
his shaggy eyebrows, his red hair, his bearaIe8s chin, and his 
cheek disfigured and discolored by a formidable scar. Ignorant 
of letters, of laws, and even of arms, he indulged in the supreme 
rank a more ample privilege of lust and drunkenness; and his 
brutal pleasures were either injurious to his subjects or disgrace­
ful to himself. Without assuming the office of a prince, be re· 
nounced the profession of a soldier, and the reign of Phocas 
afilictcd Europe with ignominious peace, and Asia with desolat-­
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ing war. His savage temper was inflamed by passion, hardeneu 
by fear, and exasperated by resistance or reproach. The flight of 
Theodosius to the Persian court had been intercepted by a rapid 
pursuit, or a deceitful message: he was beheaded at Nice, and 
the last hours of the young prince were soothed by the comforts 
of religion and the consciousness of innocence. Yet his phantom 
disturbed the repose of the usurper:· a whisper was circulated 
through the East, that the son of Maurice was still alive: the peo­
ple expected their avenger, and the widow and daughters of the 
late emperor would have adopted as their son and brother the 
vilest of mankind. In the massacre of the Imperial family,50 the 
mercy, or rather the discretion, of Phocas had spared these un­
happy females, and they were decently confined to a private 
house. But the spirit of the empress Constantina, still mindful of 
her father, her husband, and her sons, aspired to freedom and re­
venge. At the dead of night she escaped to the sanctuary of St. 
Sophia; hut her tears and the gold of her associate Germanus, 
were insufficient to provoke an insurrection. Hel' life was for­
feited to revenge, and -(iven to jtmtice : but the patriarch obtained 
and pledged an oath for her safety : a monastery was allotted for 
her prison, and the widow of 1t:Iaurice accepted and abused the 
lenity of his assassin. The discovery or the suspicion of a second 
conspiracy, dissolved the engagements, and rekindled the fury, of 
Phocas. A matron who commanded the respect and pity of man­
kind, the daughter, wife, and mother, of emperors, was tortured 
like the vilest malefactor, to force a confession of her designs and 
associates; and the empress Constantina, with ller three innocent 
daughters, was beheaded at Chalcedon, on the same ground which 
had been stained with the blood of her husband and five sons. 
After such an example, it would be superfluous to enumerate the 
names and sufferings of meaner victims. Their condemnation was 
seldom preceded by the forms of trial, and their punishment was 
imbittercd uy tho refinements of cruelty: their eyes were pierced, 
their tongues were torn from the root, t~e hands and feet were 
amputated; some expired under the lash, others in the flames, 
others again were transfixed with arrows; and a simple speedy 
death was mercy which they could rarely obtain. The hippo­
drome, the sacred asylum of the pleasures and the liberty of the 
Romans, was polluted with heads and limbs, and mangled bodies; 
at,ld the companions of Phocas were the most sensible, that neither 
Ins favor, nor their services, could protect them from a tyrant, 
the worthy rival of the Caligulas and Domitians of the first age of 
the empire. 01 

A daughter of Phocas~ hi'! only child, was given in marriage to 
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the patrician Crispus,62 and the royal images of the bride and 
bridegroom were indiscreetly placed in the Circus, by the I:,jde of 
the emperor. The father must desire that his posterity should 
inherit the fruit of his crimes, but the monarch was offended by 
this premature and popular association: t~e tribunes of the green 
faction, who accused the officious error of their sculptors, were 
condemned to instant death: their lives were granted to the 
prayers of the people ; but Crispus might reasonahly doubt, 
whether a jealous usurper could forget and pardon his involuntary 
competition. The green faction was alienated by the ingrati­
tude of Phocas and the loss of their privileges ; every province of 
the empire was ripe for rebellion; and Heraclius, exarch of 
Africa, persisted above two years in,refusing all tribute and o~e­
dience to the centurion who disgraced t,he throne of Constantino­
ple. By the secret emissaries of Crispus and the senate, the inde· 
pendent exarch was solicited to save and to govern his country ; 
but his ambition was chilled by age, and he resigned the danger­
ous enterprise to his son Hera9Iius,' and to Nicetas, the son of 
Gregory, his friend and lieutenant. The powers of Africa were 
armed by the two adventurous youths; they agreed that the one 
should navigate the fleet from Oarthage to Constantinople, that 
the other should lead an army through Egypt and Asia, and that 
the Imperial purple should be the reward of diligence and suc­
cess. A faint rumor of their undertaking was conveyed to the 
ears of Phocas, and the wife and mother of the younger Reraelius 
were secured as the hostages of his faith: but the treacherous 
heart of Crispus extenuated the distant peril, the means of de­
fence were neglected or delayed, ana the tyrant supinely slept 
till the African navy cast anchor in the Hellespont. Their stand­
ard was joined at Abidus by the fugitives and exiles who thirsted 
for revenge; the ships of Reraelius, whose lofty masts were 
adorned with the holy symbols of religion,63 steered their trium­
phant course through the Propontis; and Phocas beheld from the 
windows of the palace his approaching and inevitable fat~. The 
green faction was tempted, by gifts and promises, to oppose 8 fee­
ble and fruitless resistance to the landing of the Africans: but the 
people, and even the guards, were determined by the well-timed 
defection of Crispus ; and the tyrant was seized by n private ene­
my, who boldly invaded the solitude of the palace. Stripped. of 
t.he diadem and purple, clothed in a vile habit, and loaded WIth 
chains, he was transported in a small boat to the Imperial gallel 
of Heraclius, who reproached him with the crimes of ,his abomI­
nable reign. "Wilt thou govern better?" were the last words 
of the despair of Phocas. After suffering each variety of insult 
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and torture, his head was severed from his body, the mangled 
trunk was cast into the flames, and the same treatment was in, 
flieted on the statues of the vain usurper, and the seditious ban.. 
ner of the green faction. The voice of the clergy, the senate, and 
the people, invited Heraclius to ascend ·the throne whi9h he had 
purified from guilt and ignominy; after some graceful h~sitation, 
he yielded to their entreaties. His coronation was accompanied 
by that of his wife Eudoxia; and their posterity, till the fourth 
generation, continued to reign over the empire of the East. The 
voyage of Reraelius had been easy and prosperous; the tedious 
march of Nicetas was not accomplished before the decision of the 
contest: but he submitted without a murmur to the fortune of 
his friend, and his Iaudable/intentions were rewarded with an 
equestrian statue, and a daughter of the emperor. It was more 
difficult to trust the fidelity of Crispus, whose recent services were 
recompensed by the command of the Cappadocian army. His 
arrogance soon provoked, and seemed to excuse, the ingratitude 
of his new sovereign. In the presence of the senate, the son-in­
law of Phocas was condemned to embrace the mona~tic life; and 
the sentence was justified by the weighty observation of Heraclius, 
that the man who had hetrayed his father could never be faithful 
to his friend. 6' 

Even after his death the republic was afflicted by the crimes of 
Phocas, which armed with a pious caUile the most formidable of 
her enemies. According to the friendly and equal forms of the 
Byzantine and Persian courts, he announced his exaltation to the 
throne; and his ambassador Lilius, who had presentQd him with 
the heads of Maurice and his sons, was the best qualified to de­
scribe the cir<!umstances of the tragic scene. f>f> However it might 
be varnished by fiction or sophistry, Chosroes turned with horror 
from the assassin, imprisoned the pretended envoy, disclaimed the 
usurper, and declared himself the avenger of his father and bene­
factor. The sentiments of grief and resentment, which humanity 
would feel, and honor would qictate, promoted on this occasion 
the interest of the Persian king; and his interest was powerfully 
magnified by the Ilational and religious prejudices of the Magi 
and satraps. In a strain of artful adulation, which assumed the 
language of freedom, they presumed to censure the excess of his 
gratitude and friendship for the Greeks; a nation with whom it 
w~~ dangerous to conclude either pe~ce or alliance; whos~ super­
stItIOn was devoid of truth and justIce, and who must be IDc~pa­
hIe of any virtue since they could perpetrate the most atrocIOUS 
of crimes, the impious murder of their sovereign. M For the crime 
of an ambitious centurion, the nation which he oppresseil was 
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chastised with the calamities of war; and the same calamities, wi 
the end of twenty years, were retaliated and redoubled _on the 
heads of the Persians. 1i7 The general who had restored Chosroes 
to the throne still commanded in the East; and the name of 
Narses wa.s the formidable sound with which the Assyrinn mothers 
were accustomed to terrify their infants. It is not improbab1e, that 
a native subject of Persia should encourage his m;.tstcr and hi3 
friend to deliver and possess the provinces of Asia. It is still 
more probable. that Chosroes should animate his troops by the 
assurance that the sword which they dreaded the most would re­
main it its scabbard, or be drawn in their favor. The hero could 
not depend on the faith of a. tyrant j and the tyrant was conscious 
how little he deserved the obedience of a hero. Narses was re­
moved from his military command; he l't~ared an independent 
standard at Hierapolis, in Syria: he was betrayed by fallacious 
promises, and burnt alive ip the market-place of Constantinople. 
Deprived of the only chief whom they cou1c1 fear or esteem, the 
bands which he h~d led to victory were twice broken by the cav­
alry, trampled by the elephants, and pierced by the arrows of the 
barbarians; and a great number of the captives were beheaded 
on the field of battle by the sentence of the victor, who might 
justly condemn these seditious mercenaries as the authors or ac­
complices of the death of ,l\Iaurice. Under the reign of Phocas, 
the fortifications of Merdin, Dara, Amida, and Edessa, were suc­
cessively besieged, reduced, and destroyed by the Persian mon­
arch: he passed the Euphrates, occupied the Syrian cities, lIier­
apolis, Chalcis, and Berrhrea or Aleppo, and soon encompassed 
the walls of Antioch with his irresistible arms. The rapid tide of 
sllccess discloses the decay of the empire, the incapacity of Pho­
cas, and the disaffection of his subjects j and Chosroes provided 
a decent apology for their submission or revolt, by an impostor~ 
who attended his camp as the son of }Iaurice b8 and the lawful 
heir of the monarchy. 

The first intelligence from the East which Heraclius received, 59 

was that of the loss of Antioch ; but the aged metropolis, so often 
overturned by earthquakes, and pillaged by the enemy, could su~ 
ply but a small and languid stream of treasure and blood. The 
Persians were equally successful, and more fortunate, in the sack 
of CmsareJ, the capital of Cappadocia; and as they advanced be­
yond the ramparts of the frontier, the boundary of ancient war, 
they fOllild a less obstinate resistance and a more plentiful hOl'­
vest. The pleasant vale of Damascus has been adorned in every 
age with a royal city: her obscure felicity has hitherto escaped 
the historian of the Roman empire: but Chosroes reposed his 
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troops in the paradise of Damascus before he ascended the hills 
of Libanus, or invaded the cities of the Phamician coast. The 
conquest of Jerusalem,60 which had been meditated by Nushir­
van, was achieved by the zeal and avarice of his grandson; the 
ruin of the proudest monument of Christianity was vehemently 
urged by the mtolerant spirit of the Magi; and he could enlist 
for this holy warfare with an army of six-aIJd-twenty thousand 
Jews, whose fmious bigotry might compensate, in some degree, 
for the want of valor and discipline.* After the reduction of 
Galilee, and the region beyond the Jordan, whose l'esistance ap­
pears to have delayed tQe fate of the capital, Jerusalem itself was 
taken by assault. The sepulchre of Christ, and the stately 
churches of Helena and Constantine, were consumed, or at least 
damaged, by the flames; the devout offerings of three hundred 
years were rifted in one sacrilegious day; the Patriarch Zachariah, 
and the true cross, were transported into Persia I and the massacre 
of ninety thousand Christians is imputed tu the Jews and Arnbs, 
Who swelled the disorder of the Persian march. 'The fugitives 
of Palestine were entertained at Alexandria by the charity of John 
the Archbishop, who is distinguished among 3 crowd of saints by 
the epithet of almsgiver: III and the revenues of the church, with:a 
treasure of tllree hundred thousand pounds, were restored to the 
true proprietors, the poor of every country and every denomina­
tion. But Egypt itself, the only province which had been ex­
empt, since the time of Diocletian, from foreign and domestic 
war, was again subdued by the successors of Cyrus. Pelusium, 
the key of that impervious country, was surprised by the cavalry 
of the Persians: they passed, with impunity, the innumerable 
channels of the Delta, and explored the long valley of the Nile, 
from the pyramids of Memphis to the confines of ..£thiopia. 
Alexandria might have been relieved by a naval force, but the 
archbishop and the prrefect embarked for Cyprus; and Chosroes 
entered the second city of the empire, which still preserved a 
wealthy remnant of industry and commerce. His western trophy 
was erected, not on the walls of Carthage,62 but in the neighbor­
hood of Tripoli: tlle Gr~ek colonies of Cyrene were finally extif'­
pated; and the-conqueror, treading in the fo('tsteps of Alexander, 
returned in triumph through the sands of the Libyan desert. 
In the same campaign another army advanced from the Euphrates
t? the Thracian Bosphorus ; Chalcedon surrendered after a long 
SIege, and a Persian camp was maintained above ten years in the 
presence of Constantinople. The sea-coal:!t of Pontus, the city of 

'" See Hist. of Jews, "01. iii. p. ~40.-M. 
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Ancyra, and the Isle of Rhodes, are enumerated among the last 
conquests of the great king; and if Chosroes had possessed any 
maritime power, his boundless ambition would have spread sla­
very and desolation over the provinces of Europe. 
, From the long-disputed banks of the Tigris and Euphrates, tho 
reign of the grandson of Nushirvan was suddenly extended to the 
Hellespont and the Nile, the ancient limits of the Persian mon­
archy. But the provinces, which had been fashioned by the 
habits of six hunclred years to the virtues and vices of the Homan 
government, supported with reluctance the yoke of the barbarians. 
The idea of a republic was kept alive hy the institutions, or at 
least by the writings, of the Greeks and Romans, and the subjects 
of Heraclius had been educated to pronounce the words of liberty 
and law. But it has always been the pride and poli,cy of Oriental 
princes to display the titles and attributes of their omnipoience ; 
to upbraid a natio~ of slaves with their true name and abject con­
dition, and to enforce, by cruel and insolent threats, the rigor of 
their absolute commands. The Ohristians of the East were scanda­
lized by the worship of fire, and the impious doctrine of the two 
principles: the :Uagi were not less intolerant than the bishol)S ; 
and the martyrdom of some native Persians, who had deserted 
the religion of Zoroaster,63 was conceived to be the prelude of a 
fierce and general persecution. By the oppressive laws of Justin­
ian, the adversaries of the church were made the enemies of the 
state; the alliance of the Jews, N estorians, and J acobites, had 
contributed to the success of Chosroes, and his partial favor to the 
sectaries provoked 'the hatred and fears of the Catholic clergy. 
Conscious of their fear and hatred, the Persian conqueror governed 
his new subjects with an iron sceptre; and, as if he suspected the 
stability of his dominion, he exhausted their wealth by exorbitant 
tributes and licentious rapine; despoiled or demolished the 
temples of the East; and transported to his hereditary realms the 
gold, the silver, the precious marbles, the arts, and the artists of 
the Asiatic cities. In the obscure picture of the calamities of the 
empire,6' it is not easy to discern the figure of Chosroes himself, 
to separate hiR actions from those of his lieutenants, or to ascertain 
his personal merit in the ~eneral blaze of glory and magnificence. 
He enjoyed with ostentation the fruits of victory, and frequently 
retired from the hardships of war to the luxury of the palace. But 
in the space of twenty-four years, he was deterred by superstition 
or resentment from approaching the gates of Ctesiphon: and his 
favorite residence of Artemita, or Dastagerd, was situate beyond 
the Tigris, about sixty miles to the north of the capital. tr. The 
adjacent pastures were covered with flocks and herds: the par~ 
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dise or park was replenished with pheasants, peacocks, ostriches, 
roebucks, and wild boars, and the noble game of lions and tigers 
was sometimes turned loose for the bolder pleasures of the chase. 
Nino hundred and sixty elephants were maintained for the use or 
~plendor of the great king: his tents and baggage were carried 
Into the field by t"\velve thousand great cnmels alld eight thousand 
of a smaller size ; 06 and the royal stables were filled with six. 
thousand mules and horses#,among whom the names of Shebdiz 
and Enrid are renowned for their speed or beauty.* Six thousand 
guards succes3ively mounted before t.he palace gate; the service 
of the interior apartments was performed by twelve thousand 
slaves, and in the number of three thousand virgins~ the fairest of 
Asia, Berne happy concubine might console her master for the age 
or the indifference of Sira. The various treasures of gold, silver, 
gems, silks, and aromatics, were deposited in a hundred subter­
raneous vaults; and the chamber ·Badaverd denoted the accidental 
gift of the winds which had wafted the spoils of Reraclius into 
one of the Syrian harbors of his rival. 'J'he vice of fiattery, and 
~erhaps of fiction, is not ashamed to compute the thirty thousand 
rICh llangings that adorned the walls; the forty thousand columns 
of silver, or more probably of marblr, and plated- wood, that 
~upported the roof; and tho thousand globes of gold suspended 
In the dome, to imitate the motions of the planets and the con­
stellations of the zodiac. 07 'While the Persian monarch contem­
plated the wonders of his art and power, he received an epistle 
from an obsc:!ure Citizen of Mecca, inviting him to acknowledge 
Mahomet as the apostle of God. He rejected the invitation, and 
ture the epistle. " It is thus," exclaimed the· Arabian prophet, 
" that God will tear the kingdom, and reject the supplications of 
Chusroes." 6~ t Pla.ced on the verge of the two great empires of 
the East, Mahomet observed with secret joy the progress of their 
mutual destruction; and in the midst of the Persian triumphs, he 

* The ruins oCthese 8cene!'! of Khooi'lroo's magnificence bave been visited by Sir 
~. K. Porter. At tho ruins of 'l'okhtai Bostan 11" saw a gorgeous picture of a hnnt, 
SlIJgnlarly illustrative of this pal"sage. 'l'ravels, vol. ii. p. 204. I(il"rll. Shirene, which 
he afterwards examined, appears to have /Jeerl tht' palace of Dastugerd. Vol. ii. p.
173-175._~1. 

t Khoo:<roo Purveez was encamped on the banks of the Karll800 River when he 
l'eceived the ktter of Mahomed. He tore the letter Hnd threw it into the Karasoo.
F or this action the moderate author of the Zeenut-ul-Tuarikh calls him a wretch, 
and rejoices iu aU his subsequent misfortunes. These impression>! still exist. 
remarked to a Persian, when encamped near the Kar:lsoo, in 1800, that the banks 
Were very high, whIch mU::lt make it difficult to apply its waters to irrigation. "It 
Qr.ce fc!'tilized the whole country," said the zealous l'tlahomedun, "but its chltnnel 
~unk with horror from its banks, when thnt madman, Khoosroo, threw our holy 
{'[oph'!l's letter into its stream; which has ever since been accursed and useless." 
... ,,1colm's Perllia, vol. i. p. 126.-M. 

I 
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ventured to foretell, that before many years should elapse, victory 
would again return to the banners of the Romans. 69 

At the time when this prediction is said to have been delivered, 
no prophecy could be'inore distant from its accomplishment, since 
the first twelve years of Heraclius announced the approaching 
dissolution of the empire. If the motives of Chosroes had been 
pure and honorable, he must have ended the quarrel with the 
death of Phocas, and he would have embraced, as his best ally, 
the fortunate African who had so generously avenged the injuries 
of his benefactor Maurice. The prosecution of the war revealed 
th~ true character of the barbarian; and the suppliant embassies 
of Heraclius to beseech his clemency, that he would spare the 
innocent, accept a tribute, and give peace to the world, were 
rejected with contemptuous silence or insolent menace. Syria, 
Egypt, and the provinces of Asia, were subdued by the Persian 
arms, while Europe, from the confines of Istria to the long wall 
of Thrace, was oppressed by the Avars, unsatiated with the blood 
and rapine of the Italian war. They had coolly massacred their 
male captives in the sacred neld of Pannonia; the women and 
children were reduced to servitude, and the noblest virgins were 
abandoned to the p~omiscuous lust of the barbarians. The 
amorous matron who opened the gates of Friuli, passed a short 
night in th3 arm3 of her royal lover; the next evening, Romilda 
wJ,s conJ~mn3d to the embraces of twelve Avars, and the third 
d1.Y the Lombard princess was impaled in the sight of the camp, 
while the clugd.n observed, with a cruel smile, that such a husband 
was the fit recompense of her lewdness and perfidy. 70 By these 
implacable enemies, Heraclius, on either side, was insulted and 
besieged: and the Roman empire was reduced to the walls of Con­
sta.ntinople, with the remnant of Greece, Italy, and Africa, and 
some maritime cities, from Tyrn to Trebizond, of the Asiatic coast. 
After the loss of Egypt, the capital was afflicted by famine and 

(pestilence; and the emperor, incapable of resistance, Ilond hopeless 
of relief, had resolved to transfer his person and government to 
the more secure residence of Carthage. His ships were already 
laden with the treasures of the pj,lace ; but his flight was arrested 
by the patriarch, who armed the powers of religion in the defence 

lof his country j led Heraclius to the altar of St. Sophia, and ex­
torted a solemn oatli, that he would live and die with the people 
whom God had intrusted to his care. The chagan was encamped 
in the plains of Thrace; but he dissembled his perfidious designs, 
and solicited an interview with the emperor near the town of 
Heraclea. Their reconciliation was celebrated with equestrian 
g&mes; the senate and people, in their gayest apparel, resorted tit 
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the festival of peace; and the Avars beheld, with envy and desire, 
the spectacle of Roman luxury. On a sudden the hippodrome was 
encompassed by the Scythian cavalry, who had pressed their secJ.:et 
and nocturnal march: the tremendous sound of the chagan's whip 
gave the signal of the assault, and Reraclius, wrapping his diadem 
round his arm, was saved with extreme hazard, by the fleetness of, 
his horse. So rapid was the pursuit, that the Avars almost entered 
the golden gate of Constantinople with tbe flying crowds: 71 but 
the plunder of the suburbs rewarded their treason, and they trans­
ported beyond the Danube two hundred and seventy thousand 
captives. On the shore of Chalcedon, the emperor held a safer 
conference with a more honorable foe, who, before Reraclius 
desc~nded from his galley, ~mlnted with reverence and pity the 
majesty of the purple. The friendly offer of Sain, the Persian 
genera], to conduct an embassy to the presence of the great king, 
was accepted with the warmest gratitude, and the prayer for pardon 
anl1 peace was humbly presented by tIle Prretorian prrefect, the 
proofect of the city, and one of the first ecclesiastics of the patri­
archal church.72 But the lieutenant of Chosroes had fatally mis­
taken the intentions of his master. "It was not an embassy," 
said the tyrant of Asia, "it was the person of IIeraclius, bound 
in chains, that he should have brought to the foot of my throne. 
I will never give peace to the emperor of Rome, till he has abjured 
his crucified God, and embraced tIle worship of the sun." Suin 
'\Vas flayed alive, according to the inhuman practice of his country; 
and the separate and rigorous confinement of the ambassadors 
violated the bw of nations, and the faith of an express stipula­
tion. Yet the experience of six years at length IJersuaded tlle 
Persian monarch to renounce t.he conquest of Constantinople, and 
to specify the annual tribute or ransom of the Roman empire; a 
thousand talents of gold, a thousand talents of silver, a thousand 
silk robes, a thousand 11Orses, and a thousand virgins. Reraclius 
subscribed these ignominious terms; but the time and space which 
he obtained to collect such treasures from the poverty of t110 East, 
Was industriously employed in the preparations of a bold and 
"desperate attack. 

Of the characters conspicuous in history, that of Reraclius is 
Qne of the most extraordinary and inconsistent. In the first and 
last years of a long reign, the emperor appears to be the slave of 
sloth, of pleasure, or of superstition, the careless and impotent 
spectator of the public calamities. But the Janguid mists of the 
morning and evening are separated by the brightness of the 
meridian sun: the Arcadius of the palace arose the Cresar of tbe 
camp j and the honor of Rome and Reraclius was gloriously r~-

http:church.72
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trieved by the exploits and trophies of six adventurous campaigns 
It was the duty of the Byzantine historians to have revealed the 
causes of his slumber and vigilance. At this distance we can only 
conjecture, that he was endowed with more personal courage 
than political resolution; that hlil was detained by the charms, 
and perhaps the arts, of his niece Martina, with whom, after the 
death of Eudocia, he contracted an incestuous marriage i7S and 
that he yielded to the base advice of the counsellors, who urged, 
as a fundamental law, that the life of the emperor should never be 
exposed in the field. 74 Perhaps he was awakened by the last in­
solent demand of the Persian conqueror; but at the moment when 
Heraclius assumed the spirit of a hero, the only hopes of the 
Romans were drawn from the vicissitudes of fortune, which might 
threaten the proud prosperity of Chosroes, and must be favorable 
to those who had attained the lowest period of depression. 76 To 
provide for the expenses of war, was the first care of the emperor j 

and for the purpose of collecting the tribute, he was allowed to 
solicit the benevolence of the eastern provinces. But the revenue 
no longer flowed in the usual channels; the credit of an arbitrary 
prince is annihilated by his power; and the courage of Heraclius 
was first displayed in d!\ring to borrQW the'consecrated wealth of 
churches, under the solemn vow of restoring, ~ith usury, what­
ever he had been compelled to employ in the service of religion 
and -of the empire. '1'he clergy themselves appear to have sym­
pathized with the public distress; and the discreet patriarch 
of Alexandria, without admitting the precedent of s3-erilege, as­
sisted his sovereign by the miraculous or seasonable revelation of 
a secret _treasure. 711 Of the soldiers who had conspired with 
Phocas, only two were found to have survived the stroke of time 
ani of the barbarians j 71 the loss, even of these seditious veterans, 
was imperfectly supplied by the new levies of Beraclius, and the 
gold of the sanctuary united, in the same camp, the names, and 
arms, and languages of the East and West. He would have been 
content with the neutrality of the Avars ; and his friendly entreaty,' 
that the chagan would act, not as the enemy, but as the guardian, 
of the empire, was accompanied with a more persuasive donative 
of two hundred thousand pIeces of gold. Two days after the fes~ 
tival 'Jf Easter, the emperor, exchanging his purple for the simple 
garb of a penitent and warrior,78 gave the signal of his departure. 
To the faith of the people Heraclius recommended his children; 
the civil and military powers were vested in the most deserving 
hands, and the discretion of the patriarch and senate was author­
ized to save or surrender the city, if they should be oppressed in 
"bis absence by the superior forces of the enemy. 
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The neighboring heights of Chalcedon were covered witll tents 
and arms: but if the new levies of Heraclins had been msnly led 
to the attack, the victory of the Persians in the sight of Con!'!tan­
tinople might have been the last day of the Roman empire. As 
imprudent would it have been to advance into the provinces of 
Asia, leaving their innumerable cavalry to intercept his con'roys, 
and ~olltinually to hang on the lassitude and disorder of his rear. 
But the Greeks were still masters of the sea; a fleet of galleys, 
transports, and store-ships, was assembled in the harbor; the 
barbarians consented to embark; a steady wind carried them 
through the Hellespont; the western and southern coast of Asia 
Minor Jay on their left hand; the spirit of their chief was first 
dil?played in a storm; and even the eunucllS of llis train were 
excited to suffer and to work by the example of their master. He 
landed his troops on the confines of Syria and CiHcia, in the Gulf 
of Scanderoon, where the coast suddenly turns to the south ;19 and 
his discernment was expressed in the choice of this important 
post. 80 From all sides, the scattered garrisons of the maritime 
cities and the mountains might repair with speed and safety to his 
Imperial standard. The natural fortifications of CiUcia protected, 
and even concealed, the camp of Heraclius, which was pitched 
ncar Iasus, on the same ground where Alexander had vanquished 
the host of Darius. The angle which the empcror occupied was 
deeply indented into a va8t semicircle of the Asiatic, Armenian, 
and Syrian provinces; and to whatsoever point of the circumfer­
ence he should direct his attack, it was easy for him to disBemhle 
his own motions, and to prevent those of the enemy. In the camp 
of lssus, the Roman general reformed the sloth and disorder of 
the veterans, and educated the new recruits in ihe knowledge and 
practice of military virtue. Unfolding the miraculous image of 
Christ, he urged them to re1Jenge the holy altars which had been 
profaned by the worshippers of fire; addressing them by the 
endearing appellations of sons and brethren, he deplored the public 
and private wrongs of t1}e republic. The subjects of a monarch 
~ere persuaded that they fought in the cause of freedom; and, a 
SImilar enthusiasm was communicated to the foreign mercenaries, 
Who must have viewed with equal indifference the interest of Rome 
and of Persia. Heraclius himself, with the skill and patience of a 
centurion, inculcated the lessons of the school of tactics, and the 
Soldiers were assiduously trained in the use of tIleir weapons, and 
the exercises and evolutions of the field. The cavalry nnd infantry 
1ll light or heavy armor were divided into two parties; the 
trumpets were fixed in the cenire, and their signals directed the 
march, the charge, the retreat or pursuit; the direct or oblique 
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order;. the deep or extended phalanx; to repre·sent" in nctitllJus 
combat the operations of genuine war. Whatever hard&hips the 
emperor imposed on the troops, he inflicted with equal severity on 
himself; their labor, their diet, their· sleep, were measured by 
the inflexible rules of discipline j and, without despising the 
enemy, they were taught to repose an implicit confidence in their 
own valor and the wisdom of their leader. Cilicia was soon 
encompassed with the Persian arms; but their cavalry hesitated 
to enter the defiles of Mount Taurus, till they were circumvented 
by the evolutions of Heraclius, who insensibly gained their rear, 
whilst he appeared to present his front in order of battle. By a 
false motion, which seemed to threaten Armenia, he drew them, 
against their wishes, to a general_action. They were tempted by 
the artful disorder of his camp i bllt when they advanced to com­
bat, the ground, the sun, and the expectation of both armies, 
were unpropitious to the barbarians; the Romans successfully 
repeated their tactics in a field of battle, Bl and the event of the 
day declared to the world, that the Persians were not invincible, 
and that a hero was invested with the purple. Strong in victory 
and fame, Heraclius boldly ascended the heights of Mount Taurus, 
directed his march through the pbins of Cappauocia, and estab­
lished his troops, for the winter season, in safe and plentiful 
qu,lrters on the banks of the River Halys. B~ His soul was superior 
to the vanity of entertaining Constantinople with an imperfect 
triumrh; but the presence of the emperor was indispensably 
required to soothe the restless and rapacious spirit of the Avars. 

Since the days of Scipio and Hannibal, no bolder enterprise has 
been attempted than that which Reraclius achieved for the deliver­
ance of the empire.83 He permitted the Persians to oppress for !\ 

while th~ provinces, and to insult with impunity the capital of 
the East j while the Roman emperor explored his perilous way 
through the Black Sea,84 and the mountains of Armenia, pen­
etrated into the heart of Persia, B5 and recalled the armies of the 
great king to the defence of their bleernng country. With a select 
band of five thousand soldiers, Heraelius sailed from Constanti­
nople to Trebizond j assembled his forces which had wintered in 
the Pontic regions; and, from the mouth of the Phasis to the 
Caspian Sea, encouraged his subjects and allies to march with the 
successor of Constantine under the faithful and victorious banner 
of the cross. When the legions of Lucullus and Pompey first 
passed the Euphrates, they blushed at their easy victory over the 

. natives of Armenia. But the long experience of war had hardened 
the minds and bodies of that effeminate people; their zeal and 
bravery were approved in the service of a declining empire; 

http:empire.83
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they abhorred and feared the usurpation of the house of t3assan, 
and the memory of persecution envenomed their pious hatred of 
the enemies of Christ. The limits of Armenia, as it had been 
ceded to the emperor Maurice, extended as far as the Araxcs: 
the river sUbmitted to the indignity of R bridge,86 and Heraelius, 
in the footsteps of l\lark Antony, advanced towards the eity of 
Tauris or Gandzaca,87 the ancient and modern capital of one of 
the provinces of Media. At the head of forty thousand men, 
Chosroes himself had returned from some distant expedition to 
oppose the progress of the Roman arms j but he retreated on the 
approach of Heraclius, declining the generous alternative of peace 
or of battle. Instead of half a million of inhabitants, which have 
been ascribed to Tauris under the reign of the Sophys, the city 
contained no more than three thousand houses; but the value of 
the myal treasures was enhanced by a tradition, that they were 
the spoils of Cr<Esus, which had been transported by Cyrus from 
the c:tadel of Sardes. The rapid conquests of Reraelius were 
suspended only by the winter season j a motive of prmlence, or 
superstition,·s determined his retreat into the province of Albania, 
along the shores of the Caspian; and his tents were most probably 
1)itehed in the plains of ~Iogan, 89 the favorite encampment of 
Oriental princes. In the course of this successful' inroad, he 
signalized the z~al and revenge of a Christian emperor: at his 
command, the soldiers extinguished the fire, and destroyed the 
temples, of the Magi j the statues of Chosroes, who aspired to 
divine honors, were abandoned to the flames; and the ruins of 
Thebarma or Ormia,90 which bad given birth to Zoroaster himself, 
made some atonement for the injuries of the holy sepulchre. A 
purer spirit of religion was shown in the relief and deliverance of 
fifty thousand captives. Hcraclius was rewarded by theil' tears 
and grateful acclamations; but this wise measure, which spread 
the fame of his benevolence, diffused the murmurs of the Persians 
against the pride and obstinacy of their own sovereign. . 

Amidst the glories of the succeeding campaign, Beraelins is 
almost lost to our eyes, and to those of the Byzantine ~istorians. 91 

From the spacious and fruitful plains of, Albania, tIle emperor 
~ppears to follow the chain of Hyreanian l\!ountains, to descend 
mto the province of :Media or Irak, and to carry his victorious 
arms as far as the royal cities of Casbin and Ispahan, which had 
never been approached by a Roman conqueror. Alarmed by tlle 
danger of his kingdom, the powers of Chosroes were already 
recalled from the Nile and the Bosphorus, and three formidable 
armies surrounded, b a distant and hostile land, the camp of the 
emperor. The Colchian allies prepared to desert his standard; 

u. E. iii.-11 
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and the fears of the bravest veterans were expressed, rather than 
concealed, by their desponding silence. " Be not terrified," said 
the intrepid Heraclius, "by the multitude of your foes. With 
the aid of Heaven, one Roman may triumph over a thousand bar­
barians. But if we devote our lives for the salvation of our 
brethren, we shall obtain the crown of martyrdom, and our im­
mortal reward will be liberally paid by God and posterity." These 
magnanimous sentiments were supported by the vigor of his ac­
tions. He repelled the threefold attack of the Persians, improved 
the divisions of their chiefs, and, by a well-concerted train of 
marches, retreats, and successful actions, finally chased them from 
the field into thf fortified cities of Media and Assyria. In the 
severity of the winter season, Sarbaraza deemed himself secure in 
the walls of Salban: he was surprised by the activity of Heraclius, 
who divided his troops, and performed a laborious march in the 
silence of the night. '}'he flat roofs of the houses were defended 
with useless valor against the darts and torches of the Romans: 
the satraps and nobles of Persia, with their wives and children, 
and the flower of their martial youth, were either sTain or made 
prisoners. The general escaped by a precipitate flight, but his 
golden armor was the prize of the conqueror; and the soldiers of 
Heraelius enjoyed the wealth and repose which they had so nobly 
deserved. On the return of spring, the emperor traversed in 
seven days the mountains of Curdistan, and passed without resist­
ance the rapid stream of the Tigris. Oppressed by the weight of 
their. spoils and captives, the Roman army halted under the walls of 
.A.mida; and Heraclius informed the senate of Constantinople of 
his safety and success, which they had already felt by the retreat 
of the besiegers. The bridges of the Euphrates were destroyed 
by the Persians; but as soon as the emperor had discovered a 
ford, they hastily retired to defend the banks of the Sarus, n~ in 
Cilicia. That river, an impetuous torrent, was about three 
hundred feet broad; the bridge was fortined with strong turrets; 
and the banks were lined with barbarian archers. After a bloody 
conflict, which continued till the evening, the Romans prevailed in 
the assault ; and a Persian of gigantic size was slain and thrown 
into the Sarus by the hand of the emperor himself. The enemies 
were dispersed and dismayed ; Heraclius pursued his march to 
Sebaste in Cappadocia; and at the expiration of three years, the 
same coast of the Euxiue applauded his return from a long and 
victorious expedition. V3, _ 

Instead of skirmishing on the frontier, the two monarchs who 
disputed the empire of the East aimed their desperate strokes at 
the heart of their rival. The military force of Persia was wasted 
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by the marches and combats of twenty.years, and many of the 
veterans, ,vho had survived tue perils of the sword and the cli­
mate, were still detained in the fortreE.ses of Egypt and Syria. But 
HIe revenge and ambition of Chosroes exhausted his kingdom; 
~nd the new levies of subjects, strangers,· and slaves, were divided 
Into three formidable bodies. 9. The first army of fifty thousand 
men, illustrious by the ornament and title of the golden spears, was 
destined to march against Refaelius; the second was stationed to 
prevent his junction with the troops of his brother Theodorus; 
and the third was cummanded to besiege Constantinople, and to 
s~cond the operations of the chagan, with whom the Persian 
kmg had ratified a treaty of alliance and partition. Sarbar, the 
general of the third army, penetrated through the provinces of Asia 
to the well-known camp of Chalcedon, and amused himself with the 
destruction of the sacred and profane buildings of the Asiatic sub­
u~bs, while he impatiently waited the arrival of his Scythian 
f~lCnds on the opposite side of the Bosphorns. On the twenty­
mnth of June, ,thirty thousand barbarians, "the vanguard of the 
Avars, forced the long wall, and drove into the capital a promis­
cuous crowd of peasants, citizens, and soldiers. Fourscore thou­
sand n of his native subjects, and of the vassal tribes of Gcpidre, 
Russians, Bulgarians, and Sclavonians, advanced under the stand­
a.rd of the chagan; a month was spent in marches and negotia­
tions, but the whole city was invested on the thirty-first of July, 
ft'om the suburbs of Pera and Galata to the Blachernre and seven 
t?wers; and the inhabitants descried with terror the flaming 
sIgnals of the European and Asiatic shores. In the mean while, 
the magistrates of Constantinople repeatedly strove to purchase 
!he retreat of the chagan; but their deputies were rejected and 
Ins~lted; and he suffered the patricians to stand befure his ~hr<?ne, 
WhIle the Persian envoys, in silk robes, were seated by hIS SIde. 
" you sec," said the l1auO'hty barbarian, U the proofs of my perfect 
~nlOn with the great ki~g; and his lieutenant is ready to send 
Into my camp a select band of three thousand warriors. Presume 
no longer to tempt your master with a partial and inadequate 
ransom: your wealth and your city are the only presents worthy 
of my acceptance. For yourselves, I shall permit you to depart, 
ea.ch with an undergarment and a shirt; and, at my entreaty, my 
frlend Sarbar will not refuse a passage through his lines. Your 
absent prince, even now a captive or a fugitive, has left Constanti­
nopl~ to its fate; nor can you escape the arms of tIle A vars and 
:erslans, unless you could soar into the air like birds, unless like 
dslles you could dive into the waves." gil During ten successive 

ays, the capJtal was assaulted by the Avars, who had made some 
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progress in the science of attack; they advanced to sap or battel1 
the wall, under the cover of the impenetrable tortoise; their 
engines discharged a per~tual volley of stones and darj:s; and 
twelve lofty towers of wood exalted the combatants to the height 
Qf the neigl1boring ramparts. But the senate and people were 
animated by the spirit of Reraclius, who had detached to their 
relief a body of twelve thousand cuirassiers; the powers of fire 
and mechanics were used with superior art and success in the 
defence of Constantinople; and the galleys, with two and three 
ranks of oars, commanded the Bosphorus, and rendered the 
Persians the idle spectators of the defeat of their allies. The 
Avars were repulsed; a fleet of Sclavonian canoes was destroyed 
in the 11arbor; the vassals of the chagan threatened to desert, his 
provisions were exhausted, and, after burning his engines, he gave 
the signal of a slow and formidable retreat. The devotion of the 
Romans ascribed this signal deliverance to the Virgin Mary; but 
the mother of Christ would surely have condemned their inhuman 
murder ol the Persian envoys, who were entitled to the rights of 
humanity, if they were not protected by the laws of nations. 97 

After the division of his army, Reraclius prudently retired to 
the banks of the Phasis, from whence he maintained a defensive 
war against the fifty thousand gold spears of Persia. His anxiety 
was relieved by the deliverance of Constantinople; his hopes were 
confirmed by a victory of his brother Theodorus; nnd to the 
hostile league of Chosroes with the A vars, the Roman emperor 
opposed the useful and honorable alliance of the Turks. At his 
liberal invitation, the horde of Chozars 98 transported their tents 
from the plains of the Volga to the mountains of Georgia; IIer­
aclius received them in-the neighborhood of Teflis, and the kha,n 
with his nobles dismounted from their horses, if we may credIt 
the Gre~ks, and fell prostrate on the ground, to adore the purple 
of the emsars. Such voluntary homage and important aid were 
entitled to the warmest acknowledgments; and the emperor. 
tilking off his own diadem, placed it on the head of the rrurkish 
prince, whom he saluted with a tender embrace and the appellation 
!of son. After a sumptuous banquet, he presented Ziebel with the 
plate and ornaments, the gold, the gems, and the silk, which h.nd 
been used at the Imperial table, and, with his own hand, distnlr 
'uted rich jewels and ear-rings to his new allies. In a secr~t 
interview, he produced the portrait of his daughter Eudocillt 
condescended to flatter the barbarian with the promise of a faIr 
and augu8t bride; obtained an immediate succor of forty thousand 
horse, 'and negotiated a strong diversion of the Turkish arms .on 
the side of the Oxus. 100 The Persians in their turn retreated wlth 



OF THE ROlfAN EMPIRE. 323 

ll"eclpitation; in the camp of Edessa, Heraclius reviewed an army 
oJ seventy thousand Romans and strangers; and some monthB 
were succesifully employed in the recovery of t~e cities of Syria, 
Mesopotamia, and Armenia, whose fortifications had been imper­
fectly restored. Sarbar still maintained the important station of 
Chalcedon; hut the jealousy of Chosroes, or the artifice of Her­
a.clius, soon alienated the mind of that powerful satrap from the 
service of his king and country. A messenger was intercepted 
with a real or fictitious mandate to the cadarigan, or second' in 
command, directing him to send, without delay, to the throne, 
the head of a guilty or unfortunate general. The despatches 
were transmitted to Sarbar himself: and as soon as he read the 
sentence of his own death, he dexterously inserted the names of 
four humlred officers, assembled a military council, and asked the 
c(tdariljan whether he was prepared to execute the commands of 
their tyrant. The Persians unanimously declared, that Chosroes 
had forfeited the sceptre; a separate treaty was concluded with 
the government of Constantinople; and if some considerations 
of honor or policy restrained Sarbar from joining the standard of 
Heraclius, the emperor was assured that he might prosecute, 
without interruption, his designs of victory and peace. 

Deprived of his firmest support, and doubtful of the fidelity of 
his subjects, the greatness of Chosroes was still conspicuous in its 
ruins. The number of five hundred thousand may be interpreted 
as an Oriental metaphor, to describe the men and arms, the horses 
and elephants, that covered Media and Assyria against the invasion 
of Heraclius. Yet the Romans boldly advanced from the Araxes 
to the Tigris, and the timid prudence of Rhazates was content to 
follow them by forced marches through a desolate country, till he 
received a peremptory mandate to risk the fate of Persia in a 
decisive battle. Eastward of the Tigris, at the end of the bridge 
o~ Mosul, the great Nineveh had formerly been erected: 101 the 
CIty, and even the ruins of the city, had long since disap­
peared : 102 the vacant space afforded a spacious field for the 
operations of the two armies. But these operations are 
neglected by the Byzantine historians, and, like the authors 
of epic poetry and romance, they ascribe. the victory, not to 
the military conduct, but to the personal valor, of their favorite 
hero. On this memorable day, Heraclius, on his horse Phallas, 
surpassed the bravest of his warriors: his lip was pierced with 
a spear; the steed was wounded in the thigh; but he carried his 
ma~ter safe and victorious through the triple phalanx of the bar­
banana. In the heat of the action, three valiant chiefs were 
sUccessively slain by the sword and lance of the emperor: among 
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these was Rhazates himself; he fell like a soldier, but the sigllt 
of his head scattered grief and despair through the fainting ranks 
of the Persians. His armor of pure and massy gold, the shield of 
one hundred and twenty plates, the sword and belt, the saddle 
and cuirass, adorned the triumph of Reraelius ; and if he had not 
been faithful to Christ, and his mother, the champion of Rome 
might have offered the fourth opime spoils to the Jupiter of the 
Capitol. lOS In the battle of Nineveh, which was fiercely fought 
from daybreak to the eleventh hour, twenty-eight standards, be­
sides those which might have been broken or torn, were taken 
from the Persians; the greatest part of their army was cut in 
pieces, and the victors, concealing their own loss, passed tho night 
on the field. They acknowledged, that on this occasion it was 
less difficult to kill than to discomfit the soldiers of Chosroes ; 
amidst the bodies of their friends, no more than two how-shot 
from the enemy, the remnant of the Persian cavalry stood firm 
till the seventh 110ur of the night; about the eighth hour they 
retired to their unrifled camp, collected their baggage, and dis­
persed on all sides, from the want of orders rather than of resolu­
tion. The diligence of H~raclius was not less admirable in the use 
of victory; by a march of forty-eight miles in four-and-twenty 
hours, his vangnard occupied the bridges of the great and the 
lesser Zab; and the cities and palaces of Assyria were open for 
the first time to the Romans. By a just gradation of magnificent 
scenes, they penetrated to the royal seat of Dastagerd,* and, 
though much of the treasure had been removed, and much had 
been expended, the remaining wealth appears to have exceeded 
their hopes, and even to have satia.ted their avarice. Whatever 
could not be easily transported, they consumed with fire, that 
Chosroes might feel the anguish of those wounds which he had 
so often inflicted on the provinces Clf the empire : and justice 
might allow the excuse, if the desolation had been confined to 
the works of regal luxury, if national hatred, military license, 
and religious zeal, had not wasted with equal rage the habitations 
and the temples of the guiltless subject. The recovery of three 
hundred Roman standards, and the deliverance of the numerous 
captives of Edessa and Alexandria, reflect a purer glory on the 
arms of Beraelius. - From the palace of Dastagerd, he pursued 
his march within a few miles of Modain or Otesiphon, till he was 
stopped, on the banks of the Arba, by the difficulty of the passage, 
the rigor of the season, and perhaps the fame of an impregnnblc 

*Macdonald Kinneir places Dastagerd at Kasr e Shirin, the palace of Sira on the 
banks of the Diata, between Holwan and Kanabee. Killneii Geograph. Mem. p.
306.-M. 
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capital. The r€turn of the emperor is marked by the modern 
name of the city of Sherhzour : he fortunately passed ~Iount Zara, 
before the snow, which fell incessantly thirty-four days; and tho 
citizens of Gandzca, or Tauris, were compelled to entertain his 
soldiers and their horses with a hospitable reception. 10' 

When the ambition of Chosroes was reduced to the defence of 
his hereditary kingdom, the love of glory, or even the sense 01 
shame, should have urged him to meet his rival in the field. In 
the battle of Nineveh his courage might have taught the Persians 
to vanquish, or he might llave fallen with honor by the lance of a 
Roman emperor. The successor of Cyrus chose rather, at a secure 
distance, to expect the event, to assemb~e the relics of the defeat, 
and to retire, by measured steps, before the march of Reraclius, 
till he beheld with a sigh the once loved mansions of Dastagerd. 
Both his friends and enemies were persuaded, that it was the in­
tention of Chosroes to bury himself under the ruins of the city 
and palace: and as both might have been equally adverse to his 
flight, the monarch of Asia, with Sira,* and three concubines, es­
caped through a hole in the wall nine days before the arrival of 
the Romans. The slow and stately procession in which he showed 
himself to the prostrate crowd, was changed to a rapid and secret 
journey; and the first evening he lodged in the cottage of a peas­
ant, whose humble door would scarcely give admittan~e to the 
great king.lol; Ris fluperstition was subdued by fear: on the third 
day he entered with joy the fortifications of Ctesiphon; yet h~ 
still doubted of his safety till he had opposed the River Ti~is to 
the pursuit of the Romans. The discovery of. his flight agitated 
with terror and tumult, the palace, the city, and the camp of 
Dastagerd: the satraps llesitated whether they had most to fear 
from their sovereign or the enemy; and the females of the harem 
were astonished and pleased by the sight of mankind, till the 
jealous husband of three thousand wives again confined them to a 
more distant castle. At his command the army of Dastagerd 
retreated to a new camp: the front was covered by the Arba, 
and a line of two hundred elephants; the troops of the more dis­
tant provinces successively arrived, and the vilest domestics of 
the king and satraps were enrolled for the last defence of the 
throne. It was still in the power of Chosroes to obtain a reasona­
ble peace; and he was repeatedly pressed by the messengers of 
Reraelius to spare the blood of his subje~ts, and to relieve a hu­

. ,
. * The Schirin of Persian poetry. The love of Chosrn and Schirin rivals in Per­

sIan romance that of Joseph with Zuleikll, the wife of Potiphar. of Solomon with 
the Queen of Sheba, lind that of Mejnoull and Leila. The number of Persian poems 
Gn the subject nuy be seen in M. von Hammer's preface to his poem of Schirin.-M. 
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mane conqueror from the painful duty of carrying fire and sword 
through the fairest countries of Asia. But the pride of the Per­
sian had not yet sunk to the level of his fortune j he derived a 
momentary confidence from the retreat of the emperor; he wept 
with impotent rage over the ruins of his Assyrian palaces, and 
disregarded too long the rising murmurs of the nation, who com­
plained that their lives and fortune~ were sacrificed to the obsti­
nacy of an old man. That unhappy old man was himself tortured 
with the sharpest pains both of mmd and body ; and, in the con­
sciousness of his approaching end, he resolved to fix the tiara on 
the head of Merdaza, the most favored of his sons. But the will 
of Ohosroes was no longer revered, and Siroea,* who gloried in 
the rank and merit of his mother Sira, had conspired with the 
malcontents to assert and anticipate the rights of primogeniture. 108 

Twenty-two satraps (they styled themselves patriots) were tempted 
by the wealth and honors of a new reign: to the soldiers, the 
Jleir of Ohosroes promised an increase of pay; to the Ohristians 
the free exercise of their religion '; to the captives, liberty and re­
wards j and to the nation, instant peace and reduction d taxes. 
It was determined by the conspirators, that Siroes, with the en­
signs of royalty, should appear ill the camp; and if the enterprise 
should fail, his escape was contrived to the Imperial court. But 
the new monarch was saluted with unanimous acclamations; the 
flight of Ohosroes (yet where could he have fled 1) was rudely ar­
~ested, eighteen sons were massacred t before his face, and he 
was thrown into a dungeon, where he expired on the fifth day. 
The Greeks and modern Persians minutely describe how Chosroes 
was insulted, and famished, and tortured by the command of an 
inhuman son, who so far surpassed the example of his father: 
but at the time of his death, what tongue would relate the story 
of the parricide? what eye could penetrate into the. tower oj dark­
ness' According to the faith and mercy of his Christian enemies, 
he sunk without hope into a still deeper abyss; 101 and it will not 
be denied, that tyrants of every age and sect are the best entitled 
to such infernal abodes. The glory of the house of 8assan er.dedl 
with the life of Ohosroes: his unnatural son enjoyed only eight 
months the fruit of his crimes: and in the space of four years, 

... His,name was Kabad (as appears from an omcialletter In the Paschal Chroni­
cle, p. 402). St. Martin considers the name I:'iroes, Scbirouieh or Schirwev, derived 
from the word schir, royal. St. Martin, xi. 153.-M. 

t According to Le Beau, this maf.'sacre was perpetrated at Mahuza, in Babylonia, 
not in tne presence of Chosroes. 'I'he Syrian historian, Thomas of Maraga, gives 
Chosroestwenty-four sons; Mirkhond (translated by De Sacy) , fifteen; the inedited 
·Modjmel-alte-warikh, agreeing with Gibbon, eighteen, with their names. Lc Bep.u 
and St. Martin. xi. 146.-M. 
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the regal title WaB assumed by nine candidates, who disputed, 
with the sword or dagger, the fragments of an exhausted mon .. 
archy. Every province, and each city of Persia, was the scene of 
independence, of discord, and of blood j and the state of anarchy 
prevailed about eight years longer, * till the factions were si.. 
lenced and united under the common yoke of the Arabian ca­
liphs. lo8 

As soon as the mountains became passable, the emperor received 
the welcome news of the success of the conspiracy, the death of 
Chosroes, and the elevation of his eldest son to the throne of Persia. 
The authors of the revolution, eager to display their merits in the 
court or camp of Taurie, preceded the· ambassadors of Siroes, who 
deli vered the letters of their master'to his brother the emperor of 
the Romans. lGII In the language of the usurpers of every age, he 
imputes his own crimes to the Deity, and, without degrading his 
equal majesty, he offers to reconcile the long discord of the two 
nations, by a treaty of peace and alliance more durable than brass 
or iron. The conditions of the treaty were easily defined and 
faithfully executed. In the recovery of the standards and pris­
oners which had fallen into the hands of the Persians, the em­
peror imitated the example of Augustus: their care of the na­
tional dignity was celebrated by the poets of the times, but the 
tlecay...of genius may be measured by the distance between Hor­
ace and George of Pisidia: the subjects and brethren of Hera­
clius were redeemed from persecution, slavery, and exile; but, 
instead of the ROID.an eagles, the true wood of the holy cross was 
restored to the importunate demands of the successor of Con­
stantine. The victor was not ambitious of enlarging the weak­
ness of the empire; the son of Chosroes abandoned without re­
gret the conquests of his father; the Persians who evacuated the 
cities of Syria and Egypt were honorably conducted to the fron­
tier, and a war which had wounded the vitals of the two mon­
archies, produced no change in their external and relative situa­
tion. The return of Reraclius from Tauris to Constantinople was 
a perpetual triumph; and after the exploits of six glorious cam­
paigll3, he peaceably enjoyed the Sabbath of his toils. After a 
long impatience, the senate, the clergy, and the people, went 
forth to meet their hero, with tears and acclamations, with olive 
branches and innumerable lamps: he entered the capital in a 
chariot drawn by four elephants; and as soon as UIe emperor 
could disengage himsel~ from the tumult of public joy, he tasted 

• Yet Gibbon himself places the flilt1!t and death of Yesdegird TIl., the lal;t king
of Porsia, in 651. The famous era of x esdegird dates from his accession, June 16,
6.12.-M. 
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more genuine satisfaction in the embraces of his mother and hig 
80n. 110 

The succeeding year was illustrated by a triumph of a very differ­
ent kind, the restitution of the true cross to the holy sepulchre. Her­
aclius performed in person the pilgrimage of Jerusalem, the iden­
tity of the relic was verified by the discreet patriarch,111 and this 
august ceremony has been commemorated by the annual festival of 
the exaltatIon of the cross. Befol'e the emperor presumed to tread 
the consecrated ground, he was instructed to strip himself of the 
diadem and purple, the pomp anu vanity of the world: but in 
the judgment of his clergy, the persecution of the Jews was more 
easily reconciled with tho precepts of the gospel.* He again as­
cended hiB throne to receive the congratulations of the .ambassa.. 
dors of France and India: and the fame of Moses, Alexander, and 
Hercules, m was eclipsed, ill the popular estimation, by the su­
]lerior merit and glory of the great ij:eraclius. Yet the deliverer 
of the East was indigent and feeble. Of the Persian spoils, the 
most valuable portion had been expended III the war, distributed 
to the soldiers, or buried, by an unlucky tempest, in the waves of 
the Euxine. The conscience of the emperor was oppressed by 
the obligation of restoring the wealth of the clergy, which he had 
borrowed for their own defence: a perpetual fund was required 
to satisfy these inexorable creditors j the provinces, already 
wasted by the arms and avarice of the Persians, were compelled 
to a second payment of the same taxes j and the arrears of a sim­
ple citizen, the treasurer of Damascus, were commuted to a fine 
of one hundred thousand pieces of gold. The loss of two hun­
dred thousand soldiers us who had fallen by t.he sword, was of 
less fatal importance than the decay of arts, agriculture, and pop­
ulation, in this long and destructive war: and although a vicd 

torious army had been formed under the standard of Heraclius, 
the unnatural effort appears to have exhausted rather than exer­
cised their strength. While the emperor triumphed at Constanti­
llople or Jerusalem, an obscure town on the confines of Syria was 
pillaged by the Saracens) and they cut in pieces some troops who 
advanced to its relief; an ordinary and trifling occurrence, had it 
not been the prelude of a mighty revolution. These robbers were 

.. If the clergy imposed upon the kneeling and penitent emperor the persecution 
of'the Jew:" it mu~t be acknowledged that provocation was not wanting; for ho~ 
many of them had been eye-witne!5ses of, perhaps sufferers in, the horrible atrocI­
ties committed on the capture of the city! Yet we have no authentic account of 
great severities exercised by Hemclius. The law of Hadrian was re-enacted, which 
prohibited the Jews from approaching within three miles of the City-a law 'Thich, 
In the present exasperated state or the Christians, might be a measnre of security 
or mercy, rllther tlum ofoppres~ion. Milmau, Hist. of Jews, iii. 242.-111. 
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the apost.les of Mahomet; their fanatic valor had emerged from 
t.he desert; and in the last eight years of his reign, Heraclius lost 
to the Arabs the same provinces which he had rescued from the 
Persians. 

CHAPTER XLVII. 

THEOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE INCARNATION.­
THE HUMAN AND DIVINE NATURE OF CHRIST.-ENMITY OF 'rHE 
PATRIARCHS OF ALEXANDRIA AND CONSTANTINOPLE.-ST. CYRIL 
AND NESTORIUS.-THIRD GENERAL COU~CIL OF EPHESUS.-HER­
ESY OF EUTYCHES.-FOURTH GENERAL COUNCIL OF CHALCEDON. 
-CIYIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL D1SCORD.-INTOLERANCE OF JUS­
TINIAN.-THE THREE CIIAPTERS.-THE MONOTHELITE CONTRO­
VERSY.-s'rATE OF THE ORIENTAL SECTS :-'1. THE NESTORIANS. 
-II. THE JACOBITES.-III. TIlE MARONITES.-IV. THE. ARME­

NIANS.-V.4f.'HE COPTS AND ABYSSINIANS. 

AFTER the extinction of Paganism, the Christians in peace and 
piety might have enjoyed their solitary triumph. But the princi­
ple of discord was alive in their bosom, and they were more solic­
itous to explore the nature, than to practise the laws, of their 
founder. I have already observed that the disputes of the TRINITY 
were succeeded by those of the INCARNATION; alike scandalous to 
the church, alike pernicious to the state, still more minute in 
their oripin, still more durable in tht:ir effects. It is my design 
to comprise in the present chapter a religious war of two hundred 
and fifty years, to represent the ecclesiastical and political schism 
of the Oriental sects, and to introJuce their clamorous or san­
guinary contests, by a modest inquiry into the doctrines of the 
primitive church. t 

I. A laudable regard for the honor of the first proselytes has 
countenanced the belief, the hope, the wish, that the Ebionites, 
or at least the Nazarenes, were distinguished only by their obsti­
nate perseverance in the practice of the Mosaic ritefl. Their 
churches have disappeared, their books are obliterated; their ob­
Scure freedom might allow a latitude of faith, and the softness 
of their infant creed would be variously moulded by the zeal or 
prudence of three hundred years. Yet the most charitable criti­
cism must refuse these sectaries any knowledge of the pure and 
proper divinity of Christ. Educated in the school of Jewish proph­
ecy and prejudice, they had never been taught to elevate their 
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hopes above a human and temporal Messia11. 2 If they had courage 
to hail their king when he appeared in a plebeian garb, their gross­
er apprehensions were incapable of discerning tlleir'God, who had 
studiously disguised his crnlestial character under the name and 
person of a mortal. 3 The familiar companions of Jesus of N aza­
reth conversed with their friend and countryman, who, in all the 
actions of rational and animal life, appeared of the same species 
with themselves. His progress from infancy to youth and man­
hood was marked by a regular increase in stature and wisdom; 
and after a painful agony of mind and body, he expired on the 
cross. He lived and died for the service of mankind: but the 
life and death of Socrates had likewise been devoted to the cause 
of religion and justice; and although the stoic or the hero may 
disdain the humble virtues of Jesus, the tears which he shed over 
his friend and country may be esteemed the pureRt evidence of his 
humanity. The miracles of the gospel could not astonish a peopie 
who held with intr~pid faith the more splendid prodigies of the 
Mosaic law. The prophets of ancient days had cured diseases, 
raised the dead. divided the-sea, stopped the' sunaand ascended 
to heaven in a fiery chariot. And the metaphorical style of the 
Hebrews might ascribe to a saint and martyr the adopted title of 
SON OF GOD. ' 

Yet in the insufficient creed of the N azarenes and the Ebion­
ites, a distinction is faintly noticed between the heretics, who 
confounded the generation of Christ in the common order of na­
ture, and the le"Ss guilty schismatics, who revered the virginity of 
his mother, and excluded the aid of an earthly father. The in­
credulity of the former was countenanced by the visible circum­
stances of his birth, the legal marriage of the reputed parents, 
Joseph and Mary, and his lineal claim to the kingdoIr of David 
and the inheritance of Judah. But the secret and authentic his­
tory has been recorded in several copies of the Gospel according 
to St. Matthew,4 which these sectaries long preserved in the orig­
inal Hebrew,6 as the sole evidence of their faith. The natural 
suspiC'ions of the husband, conscious of his own chastity, were 
dispelled by the assurance (in a dream) that his wife was pregnant 
of the Holy Ghost: and as this distant and domesti~ prodigy 
could not fall under the personal observation of the historian, he 
must have listened to the same voice which dictated to Isaiah the 
future conception of a virgin. The son of a virgin, generated by 
the ineffable operation of the Holy Spirit, was a creature without 
example or resemblance, superior in every attribute of mind and 
body to the children of Adam. Since the introduction of the 
Greek or Chaldean philosophy,6 the Jews 7 were persuaded of the 
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f':~-existence, transmigration, and immortality of souls; and prov­
ldence was justified by a supposition, that they were confined in 
their earthly prisons to expiate the stains which they ·had con­
tracted in a former state. rs But the degrees of purity and corrup­
tion are almost immeasurable. It might be fairly presumed that 
the most sublime and virtuous of human spirits was infused in 
the offspring of :Mary and the Holy Ghost; 9 t.hat his abasement 
was the result of his voluntary choice; and that the object of his 
mission was to purify, not hIS own, but the sins of the world. On 
his return to his native skies, he received the immense reward of 
his obedience; the everlasting kingdom of the :Messiah, which 
had been darkly foretold by the prophets, under the carnal im­
ages of peace, of conquest, and of dominion. Omnipotence 
could enlarge the human faculties of Christ to the extent of his 
crelestialoffice. In the language of antiquity, the title of God has 
not been severely confined to the first parent. and his incomparable 
minister, his only-begotten Son, might claim, without presump­
tion, the .religious, though secondary, worship of a subject world .. 

II. The seeds of the faith, which had slowly arisen in the rocky 
and ungrateful soil of Judea, were transplanted, in full maturity, 
to the happier climes of the Gentiles; and the strangers of Romo 
or Asia, who never beheld the manhood, were the more readily 
disposed to embrace the divinity, of Christ. The polytheist and 
the philosopher, the Greek and the barbarian, were alike accus­
tomed to conceive a long succession, an infinite chain of angels 
or dremons, or deities, or reons, or emanations, issuing from the 
throne of light. Nor could it seem strange or incredible, that the 
lrst of these reons, the Logos, or Word of God, of the same sub­
Itance with the Father, should descend upon earth, to deliver 
~he human race from vice and error, and to conduct them in the 
~aths of life and immortality. But the prevailing doctrine of the 
..ternity and inherent pravity of matter infected the primitive 
<-hurches of the East. !Ianyamong the Gentile proselytes refused 
t\) believe that a crelestial spirit, an undivided portion of the first 
essence, had been personally united with a mass of impure and 
contaminated' flesh; and, in their zeal for the divinity, they 
piously abjured the humanity, of, Christ.. While his blood was 
still recent on Mount Calvary,10 the Docetes, a numerous and 
learned sect of Asiatics, invented the plwntastic system, which 
was afterwards propagated by the 1tIarcionites,. the JHanichreans, 
and the various names of the Gnostic heresy. JJ They denied the 
truth and authenticity of the Gospels, as far as they relate the 
conception of Mary, the birth of Christ, and the thirty years that 
preceded the exercise of his ministry. He first appeared on the 
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banks of the Jordan in the form of perfect manhood; but it was 
a form only, and not a substance; a human figure created by the 
hand of Omnipotence to imitate the faculties and actions of a man, 
and to impose a perpetual illusion on the senses of his friends 
and enemies. Articulate sounds vibrated on the ears of the dis­
ciples; but the image which was impressed on their optic nerve 
eluded the more stubborn evidence of the touch; and they en­
joyed the spiritual, not the corporeal, presence of the SOIl of 
God. The rage of the Jews was idly wasted against an impassive 
phantom; and the mystic scenes of the passion and death, the 
resurrection and asce~sion, of Christ were represented on the thea­
tre of Jerusalem for the benefit of mankind. If it were urged, 
that such ideal mimicry, such incessant deception, was unworthy 
of the God of truth, the Docetes agreed with too many vf their 
orthodox brethren in the justification of pious falsehood. In the 
lIlystem of the Gnostios, the Jehovah of Israel, the Creator of this 
lower world, was a rebellious, or at least an ignorant, spirit. The 
Son of God descended upon earth to abolish his temple and his 
law; and, for the accomplishment of this salutary end, he dex­
terously transferred to his own person the hope and prediction of 
a temporal Messiah. 

One of the most subtile disputants of the Manichrean schoo! 
has pressed the danger and indecency of supposing, that the God 
of the Christians, in the state of a human fretus, emerged at the end 
of nine months from a female womb. The pious horror of his an­
tagonists provoked them to disclaim all sensual circumstances of 
conception and delivery; to maintain that the divinity passed 
through Mary like a sunbeam through a plate of glass; and to 
assert that the seal of her virginity remained unbroken even at 
the moment when she became the mother of Christ. But thc 
rashness of these concessions has encouraged a milder sentiment 
of those of the Docetes, who taught, not that· Christ was a phan­
tom, but that he was clothed with an impassible and incorruptible 
body. Such, indeed, in the more orthodox system, he has acquired' 
since hiB resurrection, and such he must have always possessed, if 
it were capable 'of pervading, without resistance or injury, the 
density of intermediate matter. Devoid of its most essential 
properties, it might be exempt from the attIibutes and infirmi. 
ties of the flesh. A fretus that could increase from an invisible 
point to its fu~l maturity; a child that could attain the stature of 
perfect manhood without deriving any nourishment from the 
ordinary sources, might continue to exist without repairing a daily 
waste by a daily supply of external matter. Jesus might share 
the repasts of his dIsciples without bt::ing subject to the calls of 
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thirst or hunger; and his virgin purity was never sullied by the 
involuntary stains of sensual concupiscence. Of a body thus 
singularly constituted, a question would arise, by what means, and 
of what materials, it was originally framed; and our sounder 
theology is startled by an answer which was not peculiar to the 
Gnostics, that both the form and the substance proceeded from 
the divine essence. The idea of pure and absolute spirit is a re­
finemimt of modern philosophy: the incorporeal essence, ascribed 
by the ancients to human souls, crelestial beings, and even the 
Deity himself, does not exclude the notion of extended space; 
and their imagination was satisfied with a subtile nature of air, 
or fire, or rether, incomparably more perfect than the grossness of 
the material world. If we define the place, we must describe the 
figure, of the Deity. Ollr experience, perhaps our vanity, repre­
sents the powers of reason and virtue under a human form. The 
Anthropomorphites, who swarmed among the monks of Egypt and 
the Catholics of Africa, could produce the express declaration of 
Scripture, that man was made after the image of his Creator. It 
The venerable Serapion, one of the saints of the Nitrian deserts, 
relinquished, with many a tear, his darling prejudice; and be­
wailed, like an infant, his unlucky conversion, which had stolen 
away his God, and left his mind without any visible object of 
faith or devotion. 13 

III. Such were the fleeting shadows of the Docetes. A more 
substantial, though less simple, hypothesis, was contrived by 
Cerinthus of Asia, a who dared to oppose the last of the apostles. 
Placed on the confines of the Jewish and Gentile world, he labored 
to reconcile the Gnostic with the Ebionite, by confessing in the 
same Messiah the supernatural union of a man and a God; and 
this mystic doctrine was adopted with many fanciful improvements 
by Carpocrates, Basilides, and Valentine,I~ the heretics of the 
Egyptian school. In their eyes, JESUS of Nazareth was a mere 
mortal, the legitimate son of Joseph and Mary: but he was the 
best and wisest of the human race, selected as the worthy instru­
ment to restore upon earth the worship of the true and supreme 
Deity. When he was baptized in the Jordan, the CHRIST, the 
first of the reons, the Son of God himself, descended on Jesus in 
the form of a dove, to inhabit his mind, and direct his actions 
during the allotted period of his ministry. When the :Messiah 
Was delivered into the hands of the Jews, the Christ, an immortal 
umi impassible being, forsook his earthly tabernacle, flew back to 
the pleroma or world of spirits, and left the solitary Jesus to 
tluffer, to complain, and to expire. But the justice and generosity 
of such a desertion are strongly q.uestionable; and the fate of an 
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innocent martyr, at first impelled, and at length abandone~ I)Y 
his divine companion, might provoke the pity and indignation of 
the profane. Their murmurs were variously silenced by the sec­
taries who espoused and modified the double system of Cerinthus. 
It was alleged, that when Jesus was nailed to the cross, he was 
endowed with a miraculous apathy of mind and body, which ren­
dered him insensible of his apparent sufferings. It was affirmed 
that these momentary, though real, pangs would be abundantly 
repaid by the temporal reign of a thousand years reserved for 
the Messiah in his kingdom of the new Jerusalem. It was insin­
uated, that if he suffered, he deserved to suffer; ·-that human na­
ture is never absolutely perfect; and that the cross and passion 
might serve to expiate the venial transgressions of the Son of 
Joseph before his mysterious union with the Son of God. 16 

IV. All those who believe the immateriality of 1he soul, a spe­
cious and noble tenet, must confess, from their present experienee, 
the incomprehensible union of mind and matter. A similar union 
is not inconsistent with a much higher, or even with the highest, 
degree of mental faculties; and the incarnation of an reon or arch­
angel, the most perfect of created spirits, does not involve any 
}>ositive contradiction or absurdity. In the age of religious frce­
dom, which was determined by the· council of Nice, the dignity 
of Christ was measured by private judgment according to the in­
definite rule of Scripture, or reason, or- tradition. But when his 
pure and proper divinity had been established on the ruins of 
Arianism, the faith of the Catholics trembled on the edge of a 
precipice where it was impossible to recede, dangerous to stand, 
dreadful to fall; and the manifold inconveniences-of their creed 
ware aggravated by the sublime character of their theology. 
They hesitated to pronounce; that God himself, the second per­
son of an equal and consubstantial trinity, was manifested in the 
flesh; 11 that a being who pervades the umverse, had been confined 
in the womb of :Mary; that his eternal duratIOn had been marked 
by the days and months, and years of human existence; that the 
Almighty had been scourged and crucified; that his impassible 
essence had felt pain and anguish; that hIS omniscience was not 
exempt from ignorance; and that the source of life and immor­
talityexpired on Mount Calvary. These alarming consequences 
were affirmed with unblushing simplicity by Apollinaris,18 bishop 
of Laodicea, and one of the luminaries of the church. The son 
of a learned grammarian, he was skilled in all the sciences.of 
Greece; eloquence, erudition, and philosophy, conspicuous in the 
volumes of Apollinaris, were humbly devoted to the service of re­
Hgion. The worthy friend of Athan?,o;ius, the worthy antagonist 
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of julian, he bravely wrestled with the Arians and Polytheists, 
and though he affected the rigor of geometrical demonstration, 
his commentaries revealed the literal-nnd allegorical sense of the 
Scriptures. A mystery, which had long floated in the looseness 
of popular belief, was defined by his perverse diligence in a tech­
nical form; and he first proclaimed the memorable words, "One 
incarnate nature of Christ," which are still re-echoed with hostile 
clamorR in the churches of Asia, Egypt, and lEthiopia. He 
taught that the Godhead was united or mingled with the body of 
a man; and that the LJgos, the eternal wisdom, supplied in the 
flesh the place and office of a human soul. Yet as the profound 
doctor had been terrified· at his own raslmess, Apollinaris was 
heard to mutter some faint accents of excuse and explanation. 
He acquiesced in the old distinction of the Greek philosophers 
between the rational and sensitive soul of man; that he might re­
serve the Logo.'I for iutellectual functions, and employ the subordi­
nate human principle in the meaner actions of animal life. With 
the moderate Docetes, he revered l\tlary as the spiritual, rather 
than as the carnal, mother of Christ, whose body either came from 
heaven, impassible and incQrruptible, or was absorbed, and as it 
were transformed, into the essence of tIle Deity. The system of 
ApoUinaris was strenuously encountered by the Asiatic and Syrian 
divines, whose schools are honored by the names of Basil, 
Gregory, and Chrysostom, and tainted by t1108e of Diodorus, The­
odore, and Nestorius. But the person of the aged bishop of 
Laodicea, his character and dignity, remained inviolate; and his 
rivals, since we may.not suspect him of the weakness of toleration, 
were astonished, perhaps, by the novelty of the argument, and 
diffident of the final sentence of the Catholic church. Her judg­
ment at length inclined in their favor; the lleresy of Apollinaris 
Was condemned, and the separate congregations of his disciples 
were proscribed by the Imperial laws. But his principles were 
secretly entertained in the monasteries of Egypt, and Ilis enemies 
felt the hatred of Theophilus and Cyril, the successive patriarchs 
of Alexandria. 

V. The grovelling Ebionite, and the fantastic Docetes, were re­
jected and forgotten: the recent zeal against the errors of Apolli­
naris reduced the Catholics to a seeming agreement with the 
double nature of Cerinthus. But Instead of a temporary and oc­
casional alliance, they established, ~nd 'toe still {'mbrace, the sub­
stantial, indissoluble, and everlasting union of a per£eet God with 
a perfect man, of the second person of the trinity with a reaEona­
ble soul and human 1Ie&h. In the beginning of the fifth century, 
the unity of the two natures was the l)J'evailing doctrine of tho 
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church. On all sides, it was confessed, that thp- mode of their co­
existence could neither be represented by our ideas, nor expressed 
by our -language. _Yet a secret and incurable discord was cher­
ished, between those who were most apprenensive of confound­
ing, and those who were most fearful of separating the divinity, 
and the humanity, of Ohrist. Impelled by religious frenzy, they 
fled with adverse haste from the error which they mutually deem­
ed most destructive of truth and salvation. On either hand, they 
were anxious to guard, they were jealous to defend, the"union 
and the distinction of the two natures, and to invent such forms 
of speech, such symbols of doctrine, as were least susceptible of 
doubt or ambiguity. The poverty of ideas and language tempted 
them to ransack art .and nature for every possible comparison, 
and each comparison misled their fancy in the explanation of all 
incomparable mystery. In the polemic microscope, an atom iR 
enlarged to a monster, and each party was skilful to exaggerate 
the absurd or impiolls conclusions that might be extorted from 
the principles of their adversaries. To escape from each other, 
they wandered through many a dark aJld devious thicket, till they 
were astonished by the horrid phantoms of Cerinthus and Apolli­
naris, who guarded the opposite issues of the theological laby­
rinth. As soon as they beheld the twilight of sense and heresy, 
they started, measured back their steps,- and were again involved 
in the gloom of impenetrable orthodoxy. To purge themselves 
from the guilt or reproach of damnable error, they disavowed 
their consequences, explained their principles, excused their in­
discretions, and unanimously pronounced the spunds of concord and 
faith. Yet a latent and almost invisible spark still lurked among 
tho embers of controversy: by the breath of prejudice and pas­
,,~vn, it was quickly kindled to a mighty fiame, and the verbal 
disputes 111 of the Oriental sects have shaken the pillars of the 
church and state. 

The name of CYRIL of Alexandria is famous in controversial 
story, and the title of saint is a mark that his opinions and his 
party have finally prevailed. In the house of 1lis uncle, the arch~ 
bishop Theophilus, he imbibed the orthodox lessons of zeal and 
dominion, and five years of his youth were profitably spent in the 
adjacent monasteries of Nitria. Under the tuition of the abbot 
Serapion, he applied himself to ecclesiastical studies with such in~ 
defatigable ardor, that in the course of me sleepless night, he 
has perused the four Gospels, the Catholic Epistles, and the Epistle 
to the Romans. Origen he detested; but the writings of ClemenS' 
and Dionysius, of Athanasius and Basil, were continually in his 
hands: by the theory and practice of dispute, his faith was con~ 
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firmed and his wit was sharpened ; he extended round his cell the 
cobwebs of scholastic theology, and meditated the works of aHe· 
gory and metaphysics, whose remains, in seven verbose folios, 
now peaceably slumber by the side of their rivals. 20 Cyril prayed 
and fasted in the desert, hut his thoughts (it is the reproach of a 
~riend) 21 were still fixe~ on the world; and the croll of Theoph~ 
Ilus, who summoned him to the tumult of cities and synods, was 
too readily obeyed by the aspiring hermit. With the approbation 
of his uncle, he assumed the office, and acquired the fame, of a 
popular preacher. His comely person adorned the pulpit; the 
harmony of his voice resounded in the cathedral; his friends 
~re stationed to lead or second the applause of the congrega­
tion ;!J!J and the hasty notes of the scribes preserved his discourses, 
which, in their effect, though not in their composition, might be 
compared with those of the Athenian orators. The death of 
Theophilus expanded and realized the hopes of llis nephew. The 
clergy of Alexandria was divided; the soldiers and their general 
supported the claims of the archdeacon; but a resistless multi­
tude, with voices and with hands, asserted the cause of their 
favorite; and after a period of thirty-nine years, Cyril was seated 
on the throne of Athanasius. 23 

The prize was not unworthy of his ambition. At a distance 
from the court, and at the head of an immense capital, the patri­
arch, as he was now styled, of Alexandria, had gradually usurped 
the state and authority of a civil magistrate. The public and pri­
vate charities of the Aty were managed by his discretion; 11is 
voice inflamed or appl!!ised the passions of the multitude; his 
commands were blindly obeyed by his numerous and fanatic para­
bolani,2. familiarized in their daily office with flcenes of death; 
and the prrefects of Egypt were awed or provoked by the tem­
~oral power of these Chl'istian pontiffs. Ardent in the prosecu~ 
bon of heresy, Cyril auspiciously opened his reign by oppressing 
the Novatians, the most innocent and harmless of the sectaries. 
?-,he interdiction of their religious worship appeared in his eyes a 
Ju.st and meritorious act; and he confiscated their holy vessels, 
wIthout apprehending the guilt of sacrilege. The toleration, and 
even the privileges of the Jews, who had multiplied to the num­
ber of forty thousand, were secured by the laws of the Cresars 
a?d Ptolemies, and a long prescription of seven hundred years 
!I~Ce the foundation of Alexandria: Without any legal sentence, 
without any royal mandate, the patriarch, at the dawn of day, led 
a seditious multitude to the attack of the synagogues. Unarmed 
and unprepared, the Jews were incapable of resistance; their 
houses of prayer were levelled with the ground, and the episcopal 

http:Athanasius.23
http:rivals.20


;-j38 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

warrior, a fter rewarding llis troops with the plunder of their 
goods, expel1ed from the city the remnant of the unbelieving na­
tion. Perhaps he might plead the insolence of their prosperity, 
and their deadly hatred of the Christians, whose blood they had 
recently shed in a malicious or accidental tumult. Such crimes 
would have deserved the animadversion of the magistrate; but in 
this promiscuous outrage, the innocent were confounded with the 
guilty, and Alexandria was impoverished by the loss of a wealthy 
and industrious colony. The zeal of Cyril exposed him to the 
penalties of the Julian law; but in a feeble government and a 
superstitious age, he was secure of impunity and even of praise. 
Orestes complained; but his just complaints were too quickly for­
gotten by the ministers of Theodosius, and too deeply remem­
bered by a priest who affected to pardon, and continued to hate, 
the prrefect of Egypt. As he passed through the streets, his 
chariot. was assaulted by a band of five hundred _of the Nitrian 
monks; his guards fled from the wild beasts of the desert; his 
protestations that he was a Christian and a Catholic were answered 
by a volley of stones, and the face of Orestes was covered with 
blood. The loyal citizens of Alexandria hastened to his rescue; 
he instantly satisfied his justice and revenge against the monk by 
whose hand he had been wounded, and Ammonius expired under 
the rod of the !ictor. At the command of Cyril, his body was 
raised from the ground, and transported, in solemn procession; to 
the cathedral; the name of Ammonius was changed to tllat of 
1'haumasius the wondeiful; his tomb wasrtlecorated with the tro­
phies of martyrdom,-and the patriarch ascended the pulpit to cel­
ebrate the magnanimity of an assassin and a rebel. Such honors 
might incite the faithful to combat and die under the banners of 
the saint; and he soon prompted, or accepted, the sacrifice of a 
virgin, who professed the religion of the Greeks, and cultivated 
the friendship of Orestes. Hypatia, the daughter of Theon the 
mathematician, 2~ was initiated in her father's studies; her learned 
comments have elucidated the geometry of Apollonius and Dio­
phantus, and she publicly taught, both at Athens and Alexan­
dria, the philosophy of Plato and Aristotle. In the bloom of 
beauty and in the maturity of wisdom, the modest maid refused 
her lovers and instructed her disciples; the persons most mus· 
trious for their rank or merit were impatient to visit the female 
philosopher; and Cyril beheld, with a jealous eye, the gorgeouS 
train of hor~es and slaves who crowded the door of her academy. 
A rumor was spread among the Christians that the daughter o.f 
Theon was the only obstacle to the reconciliation of the prrefcct 
aud the archbishop; and that obstacle was speedily removed. On 
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a fatal day, iIlt the holy season of Lent, Hypatia wa~ torn from 
her chariot, stripped naked, dragged to the church, a.nd inhu­
manly butchered by the hands of Peter the reader, and a troop of 
savage and merciless fanatics: her flesh was scraped from her 
bones with sharp oyster shells,26 and her quivering limbs were de­
livered to th~ flames. The just progress of inquiry and punishment 
was stopped by seasonable gifts; but the murder of Hypatia has 
imprinted an indelible stain on the character and religion of Cyril 
of Alexandria. 27 

Superstition, perhaps, would more gently expiate the blood 
of a virgin, than the banishment of a saint; and Cyril had ac­
companied his uncle to the iniquitous synod of the Oak. When 
the memory of Chrysostom was restored and consecrated, the 
nephew of Theophilus, at the head of a dying faction, still main­
tained the justice of his sentence; nor was it till after a tedious 
delay and an obstinate resistance, that he yielded to· the consent 
of the Catholic world. 28 His enmity to the Byzantine l)ontiffs 2\1 
was a sense of interest, not a sally -of .passion : he envied thei! 
fortunate station in the sunshine of the Imperial court; and he 
dreaded their upstart ambition, which oppressed the metropolitans 
of Europe and Asia, invaded the provinces of Antioch and Alex­
andria, and measured their diocese by the limits of the empire. 
The long moderation of Atticus, the mild usurper of the throne of 
Chrysostom, suspended the animosities of the Eastern patriarchs; 
but Cyril was at length awakened by the exaltation of a rival more 
worthy of his esteem and hatred. After the short and troubled 
reign of Sisinnius, bisllOp of Constantinople, tlle factions of the 
clergy and people were appeased by the choice of the emperor, 
who, on this occasion, consulted the voice of fame, and invited 
the merit of a stranger. Nestorius,30 a native of Germanicia, and 
a monk of Antioch, was recommended by the austerity of his life, 
and the e10quence of his sermons.; but the first homilJ: which he 
preached before the devout Theodosius betrayed the acnmony and 
impatience of his zeal. "Give me, 0 Cresar !" he exclaimed, ,. give 
me the earth purged of heretics, and I will give you in exchange 
the kingdom of heaven. Exterminate with me the heretics; and 
with you I will exterminate the Persians. " On the fifth day, as if 
the treaty had been already signed, the patriarch of Constantinople 
discovered, surprised, and attacked a secret conventicle of the 
A.rians : they preferred death to submission; the flames that were 
kIndled by their despair, soon spread to the neighboring houses, 
and the triumph of N estorius was clouded by the name of incen­
dim'y. On either side _of the Hellespont lIis episcol>al vigor im­
posed a rigid formulary of faith and discipline; a chronological 
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error concerning the festival of Easter was punished as an offence 
against the church and state. Lydia and Caria, Sardes and lIIi· 
letus, were purified with the blood of the obstinate Quartodecimans; 
and the e"Qict of the emperor, or rather of the patriarch, enumer­
ates three-and-twenty degrees and denominations in the guilt and 
punishment of heresy.31 But the sword of persecution which 
N estorius so furiously wielded was soon turned against his own 
breast. Religion was the pretence j but, in the judgment of a 
contemporary saint, ambition was the genuine motive of episcopal 
warfare. 32 ' 

In the Syrian school, N estorius had been taught to abhor the 
confusion of the two natures, and nicely to discriminate the hu­
manity of his master Christ from the divinity of the word Jesus. 33 

The Blessed Virgin he revered as the mother of Christ, but his 
ears were offended with the rash and recent title of mother of God,34 
which had been insensibly adopted since the origin of the Arian 
controversy. From the pulpit of Constantinople, a friend of the 
patriarch, and afterwatds ,the patriarch himself, repeatedly 
preached against the use, or the abuse, of a word 3~ unknown to the 
apostles, unauthorized by the church, and whicll could only tend 
to alarm the timorous, to mislead the simple, to amuse the pro­
fane, and to justify, by a seeming resemblance, the old genealogy 
of Olympus. 36 In his calmer moments Nestorius confessed, that 
it might be tolerated or excused by the union of the two natures, 
and the communication of their idioms: S1 but he was exasperated, 
by contradiction, to disclaim the worship of a new-born~ an infant 
Deity, to draw his inadequate similes from the conjugal or civil 
partnerships of life, and to describe the manhood of Christ as the 
robe, the Instrument, the tabernacle of his Godhead. At these 
blasphemuus sounds, the pillars of the sanctuary were shaken. The 
unsuccessful competitors of Nestorius indulged their pious or per­
sonal resentment, the Byzantine clergy was secretly displeased 
with the intrusion of a stranger: whatever is superstitious or 
absurd, might claim the protection of the monks j and the people 
was interested in the glory of their virgin patroness. 38 The ser~ 
mons of the archbishop, and the service of the altar, were disturbed 
hy seditious clamor; his authority and doctrine were renounced 
by separate congregations; every wind scattered round the empire 
the leaves of controversy j and the voice of the combatants on a 
sonorous theatre re-echoed in the cells of Palestine and Egypt. It 
was the duty of Cyril to enlighten the zeal and ignorance of-his 
innumerable monks: in the school of Alexandria, he had imbibed 
and professed the incarnation of one nature; and the successor of 
Athanasius consulted Ilis pride and ambition, when he rose in 
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arms against another Arius, more formidable and more guilty, on 
the second throne of the hierarchy. After a short correspondence, 
in which the rival prelates disguised their hatred in the hollow 
language of respect and charity, the patriarch of Alexan<!ria de­
nounced to the prince and people, to the East and to the West, the 
damnable errors of the Byzantine pontiff. From the East, more 
especially from Antioch, lie obtained the ambiguous counsels of 
toleration and silence, which were addressed to both parties while 
they favored the cause of Nestorius. But the Vatican received 
with open arms the messengers of Egypt. The vanity of Celestine 
was flattered by the appeal; and the partial version of a monk 
decided the faith of the pope, who with his Latin clergy was ig­
norant of the languf\ge, the arts, and the. theology of the Greeks. 
At the head of an Italian synod, Celestine weighed the merits of 
the cause, approved the creed of Cyril, condemned the sentiments 
and person of Nestorius, degraded the heretic from his episcopal 
dignity, allowed a respite of ten days for recantation and penance, 
and delegated to his enemy the execution of this rash and illegal 
sentence. But the patriarch of Alexandria, whilst he darted the 
thunders of a god, exposed the errors an<;l passions of a mortal; 
and his twelve anathemas 39 still torture the orthodox slaves, who 
adore the memory of a saint, without forfeiting their allegiance to 
the synod- of Chalcedon.. These bold assertions are indelibly 
tinged with the colors of the Apollinarian heresy; but the serious, 
and perhaps the sincere professions of Nestorius have satisfied the 
wiser and Jess partial theologians of the present times. 40 

Yet neither the emperor nor the primate of the East were dis­
posed to obey the mandate of an Italian priest; and a synod of 
the Catholic, or rather of the Greek church, was unanimously de~ 
manded as the sole remedy that could appease or decide this eccle­
siastical quarrel. 41 Ephesus, on all sides accessible by sea and 
land, Was chosen for the place, the festival of Pentecost for the 
day, of the meeting; a writ of summons was despatched to each 
metropolitan, and a guard was stationed to protect and confine the 
fa~her8 till they should settle the mysteries of he~v~n, and the 
faIth of the earth. N estorius appeared not as a cnmmal, but as 
a )udge; he depended on the weight rather than the num~er of 
Ius prelates, and his sturdy slaves from the baths of ZeuxlppuS 
Were armed for every service of injury or defence. But his au­
versary Cyril was more powerful in the weapons both of the flesh 
and of the spirit. Disobedient to the letter, or at least to the 
~eaning, of the royal summons, he was attended by fifty Egyptian 
bIshops, who expected from their patriarch's nod the inspiratbn of 
the Holy Ghost. He had contracted an intimate alliance with 
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Memnon, bishop of Ephesus. The despotic primate of Asia dis­
posed of the ready succors of thirty or forty episcopal votes: a 
crowd of peasants, the slaves of the 'church, was poured into the 
city to'eupport with blows and clamors a metaphysical argument; 
and the people zealously asserted the honor of the Virgin, whose 
body reposed within the walls of Ephesus. 42 The fleet which had 
transported Cyril from Alexandria was laden with the riches of 
Egypt; and he disembarked a numerous body of mariners, slaves, 
and fanatics, enlisted with blind obedience under the banner of St. 
Mal'k and the mother of God. The fathers, and even the guards, 
of the council were awed by this martial array; tIle adversaries of 
Cyril and Mary were insulted in the streets, or threatened in their 
houses; his eloquence and liberality made a daily increase in the 
number of his adherents; and the Egyptian soon computed that 
he might command the attendance and the voices of two hundred 
bishops.u But the author of the twelve anathemas foresaw and 
dreaded the opposition of John of Antioch, who, with a sm,aJl, but 
respectable, train of metropolitans and divines, was advancing by 
slow journeys from the distant capital of the East. Impatient of 
a delay, which he stigmatjzed as voluntary and culpable, H Cyril 
announced the opening of the synod sixteen days after the festival 
of Pentecost. Nestorius, who depended on the near approach of 
his Eastern friends, persisted, like his predecessor Chrysostom, to 
disclaim the jurisdiction, and to disobey the summons, of his 
enemies: they hastened his trial, and his accuser presided in the 
seat of judgment. Sixty-eight bishops, twenty-two of metropoli­
tan rank, defended his cause by a modest and temperate protest: 
they were excluded from the counctls of their brethren. Candidian, 
in the emperor's name, requested a delay of four days: the profane 
magistrate was driven with outruge and insult from the assembly 
of the saints. The whole of this momentous transaction was 
crowded into the compass of a summer's day: the bishops de­
livered their separate opinions; but the uniformity of style reveals 
the influence or the hand of a master, who has been accused of cor­
rupting the public evidence of their acts imd subscriptions.·~ 
Without a dissenting voice, they recognized in the epistlea of 
Cyril the Nicene creed and the doctrine of the fathers: but the 
partial extracts from the letters and homilies of N estorius were in­
terrupted by curses and anathemas: and the heretic was degraded 
from his episcopal and ecclesiastical dignity. The sentence, 
maliciously inscribed to the new Judas, was affixed and proclaimed 
in the streets of Ephesus : the weary prelates, as t.hey issued frorQ 
the church of the mother of God, were saluted as her champions i 
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and her victory was celebrated by the illuminations, the songs, and 
the tumult of the night. 

On the fifth day, the triumph was clouded by the arrival and inc 
nignation of the Eastern bishops. In a chamber of the inI\r before 
he had wiped the dust from his shoes, John of Antioch gave audi~ 
ence to Candidian, the Imperial minister; who related his in~ 
effectual efforts to prevent or to annul the hasty violence of the 
Egyptian. With equal haste and violence, the Oriental synod of 
fifty bishops degraded Cyril and 1t1emnon from their episcopal 
honors, condemned, in the twelve anathemas, the purest venom of 
the Apollinarian heresy, and described the Alexanarian primate as 
a monster, bol'll and educated for the destruction of the church.-I5 
His throne was distant and inaccessible; but they instantly resolved 
to bestow on the flock of Ephesus the blessing of a faithful shep­
herd. By the vigilance of Memnon, the churches were shut against 
them, and a strong garrison was thrown into the cathedral. The 
troops, under the command of Candidian. advanced to the assault; 
the outguards were routed and put to the sword, but the place 
was impregnable : the besiegers retirea ; their retreat was pursued 
by a vigorous sally; they lost their horses, and many of the 
soldiers were dangerously "tIVounded with c1ub8 and stones. 
Ephesus, the city of the Virgin, was defiled with rage and clamor, 
with sedition and blood; 'the rival synods darted anathemas and 
excommunications from their spiritual engines; and the court of 
Theodosius was perplexed by the adverse and contradictory nar­
Trntives of the Syrian and Egyptian factions. During a busy period 
of three months, the ~mperor tried every method, except the most 
effectual means of indifference and contempt, to reconcile this 
theological quarrel. He attempted to remove or intimidate the 
!eaders by a common sentence of acquittal or condemnation; he 
Invested his representatives at Ephesus with ample power and 
~ilitary force; he summoned from either party eight chosen depu­
tIes to a free and candid conference in the neighborhood of the 
capital, far from the contagion of popular frenzy. But the 
Orientals refused to yield, and the Catholics, proud of their num~ 
bers and of their Latin allies, rejected all terms of union or tolera­
tioll.. The patience of the meek Theodosius was provoked j and 
he dissolved in anger this episcopal tumult, which at the distance 
of thirteen centuries assumes the venerable aspect of the third 
~~umenical council. ~1 "God 18 my witness," said the pious 
prInce, "that I am not the author of this confusion. His provi­
dence will discern and punish the guilty. Return to your provinces, 
and may your pIivate virtues repair the mischief and scandal of 
YOur meeting. " They returned to their provi.1ces ; but the same 
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passions which had distracted the synod of Ephesus were diffuselt 
over the Eastern world. After three obstinate and equal cam~ 
paigns, John of Antioch and Cyril of Alexandria condescenued to 
explain and embrace: but their-seemingl'eunion must be imputed 
rather to prudence than to reason, to the mutual lassitude rather 
than to the Christian charity of the patriarchs. _ 

The ~yzantine pontiff had instilled into the royal ear a haleful 
prejudice against the character and conduct of his Egyptian rival 
An cpistle of menace and invective.0(8 which accompanied the 
summons, accused him flS a busy, insolent, and envious priest, wiw 
perplexed the simplicity of the faith, violated the peace of the 
church and state, and, by his artful and separate addresses to the 
wife and sister of Tlieodosius, presumed to suppose, or to scatter, 
the seeds of discord in the imperial family. At the stern command 
of his sovereign, Cyril had repaired to Ephesus, where he was 
resisted, threatened, and confined, by the magistrates in the in­
terest of Nestorius and the _Orientals j who assembled the troops 
of Lydia and Ionia to suppress the fanatic and disorderly train of 
the patriarch. Without expecting the royal license, he escaped 
from his guards, precipitately embarked, deserted the imperfect 
synod, and retired to his episcopal fortress of safety and inde­
pendence. But his artful emissaries, both in the court and city, 
successfully lahored to appease the resentment, and to conciliate 
the favor, of the emperor. The feeble son of Arcadius was alter­
nately swayed by his wife and sister, by the eunuchs and women 
of the palace: superstition and avarice were their ruling passions; 
and the orthodox chiefs were assiduous in their endeavors to 
alarm the former and to gratify the latter. Constantinople and 
the suburbs were sanctified with frequent monasteries, and the 
holy abbots, Dalmatius and Eutyches,0(9 had devoted their zeal and 
fidelity to the cause of Cyril, the worship of It'Iary, and the unity 
of Christ. From the first'moment of their monastic life, they had 
never mingled with the world or trod the profane ground of the 
city. But in this awful moment of the danger of the church, their 
vow was supersbded by a more sublime and indispensable duty. 
At the head of a long order of monks and hermits, who carried 
burning tapers in- their hands, and chanted litanies to the mother 
of God, they proceeded from their monasteries to the palace. The 
people was edified and inflamed by this extraordinary spectacle, 
and the trembling monarch listened to the prayers and adjurations 
of the saints, who boldly pronounced, that none could hope for 
salvation, unless they embraced the person and the creed of the 
orthodox successor of Athanasius. At the same time, every avenue 
of the throne was assaulted with gold. Under the decent names 
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of eUlogies and benedictions, the courtiers of both sexes were bribed 
according to the measure of their power and rapaciousness. But 
their incessant demands despoiled the sanctuaries of Constanti­
nople and Alexandria; and the authority of t he patriarch was 
unable to silence the just murmur of his clergy, that a debt of sixtJ 
thousand pounds had already been contracted to support the ex­
pense of this scandalous corruption. f>O Pulcheria, who relieved 
her brother from the weight of an empire, was the firmest pillar 
of orthodoxy; and so intimate was the alliance between the 
thunders of the synod and the whispers of the court, that Cyril 
w:ts assured of success if he could 'displace one eunuch, and sub­
stItute another in the favor of Theodosius. Yet the Egyptian 
c~uld not boast of a glorious or decisive victory. The emperor, 
wlth unaccustomed firmness, adhered to his promise of protecting 
the innocence of the Oriental bishops; and Cyril softened his 
anathemas, and confessed, with ambiguity and reluctance, a two­
fold nature of Christ, before he was permitted to satiate his 
revenge against the unfortunate Nestorius. 01 

The rash and obstinate Nestorius, before the end of the synod, 
was oppressed by Cyril, betrayed by the court, and faintly sup­
ported by his Eastern friends. A sentiment of fear or indignation 
prompted him, while it was yet time, to affect the glory of a vol­
untary abdication : 52 his wish, or at least his request, was readily 
granted; he was conducted with honor from Ephesus to his old 
monastery of .A ntioch ; and, after a short pause, his successors, 
Maximian and Proclus, were acknowledged as the lawful bishops 
of Constantinople. But in the silence of llis cell, the degraded 
pa~riarch could no longer resume the innocence ~nd security o! a 
Pl'lvate monk. The past he regretted, he was dIscontented wlth 
t,}!e present, and the future he had reason to dread: the Oriental 
bIshops ~uccessively disengaged their cause from his unpopular 
name, and each day decreased the number of the schismatics who 
revered Nestorius as the confessor of the faith. After a residence 
at .Antioch of four years, the hand of Theodosius subscribed an 
e~lCt, 03 Vlhlch ranked him with Simon the magician, proscribed 
Ins opinions and followers, condemned llis writings to the flames, 
and. banished his person first to Petra, in Arabia, and at length to 
OaslS, one of the islands of the Libyan desert. 54 Secluded .from 
the church and from the world, the exile was still pursued by the 
rage.of bigotry and war. A wandering tribe of the Blemmyes or 
:Nublans invaded his solitary prison: in their retreat they dismissed 
8. crowd of useless capti ves; but no sooner had N estorius reached 
the banks of the Nile, than he would gladly have escaped from a 
.Roman anll orthodox city, to the milder servitude of the savages. 
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His Bight was punished as a new crime': the soul of the patriarch 
inspired the civil and ecclesiastical powers of Egypt; the magis­
trates, the soldiers, 'the monks, devoutly tortured the enemy of 
Christ and St. Cyril; and, as far as tIle confines of .<:Ethiopia, the 
heretic was alternately dragged and recalled, till his aged botly 
was broken by the hardships and accidents of these reiterated 
journeys. Yet his mind was still independent and erect; the 
president of Thebais was awrd by his pastoral letters ; he survived 
the Catholic tyrant of Alexandria, and, after sixteen years' ban­
ishment, the synod of Chalcedon would perhaps have restored 
him to the honors, or at least to the communion of the church. 
The death of Nestorius prevented his obedience to their welcome 
summons ; 5~ and his disease might afford some color to the scan­
dalous report, that hi~ tongue, the organ of blasphemy, had been 
eaten by the worms. He was buried in a city of Upper Egypt, 
known by the names of Chemnis or Panopolis, or Akmim ; b6 but 
the immortal malice of the Jacobites has persevered for ages to 
cast stones against his sepulchre, and to propagate the foolish tra­
dition, that it was never watered by the rain of heaven, which 
equally descends on the righteous and the ungodly.57 Humanity 
may drop a tear on the fate of Nestorius j yet justice must observe, 
that he suffered the perl:lecution which he had approved and in­
flicted. ~s 

The death of the Alexandrian primate, after a reign of thirty­
two years, Itbandoned the Catholics to the intemperance of zeal 
and the abuse of victory. 59 The monophysite doctrine (one incar­
nate nature) was rigorou~ly preached in the churches of Egypt 
and the mona~teries of the East; the primitive creed of Apolli­
narius was protected by the sanctity of Cyril; and the name of 
EUTYCHES, his venerable friend, has been applied to the sect most 
adverse to the Syrian heresy of Nestorius. His rival Eutyches was 
the abbot, or archimandrite, or superior of three hundred monks, 
but the opinions of a simple and illiterate recluse might have ex­
pired in. the cell, where he had slept above seventy years, if the 
resentm{;!lt or djscl'ction of Flavian, the Byzantine pontiff, llad not 
exposed th'3 scandal to the eyes of the Christian world. His 
domestic Rynod was instantly convened, their proceedings were 
sullied with clamor and artifice, and the aged heretic was surprised 
into a seeming confession that Christ had not derived his body 
from the substance of the Virgin Mary. From their partial 
decree, Eutyches appealed to a general council; and his cause was 
vigorously asserted by his godson Chrysapllius, the reigning 
eunuch of the palace, and his accomplice Dioscorus, who had 
succeeded to the throne, the creed, the talents, and the vices, of 
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the neplle":V of Theophilus. By the special summons of Theo­
dosius, the second synod of Ephesus was judiciously composed of 
ten metropolitans and ten bishops from each of the six dioceses of 
the Eastern empire: some exceptions of fa\'or or merit enlarged 
the number to one hundred and thirty-five j and the Syrian Bar­
sumas, as the chief and representative of the monks, was invited 
to sit and vote with the successors of the apostles. But the des­
potism of the Alexandrian patriarch again oppressed the freedom 
of debate: the same spiritual and carnal weapons were again 
drawn from the arsenals of Egypt: the Asiatic veterans, a band 
of archers, served under the orders of Dioscorus; and the more 
formidable monks, whose minds were inaccessible to reason or 
mercy, besieged the doors of the cathedral. The general, and, 
as it should seem, the unconstrained voice of the fathers, accepted 
the faith and even the anathemas of Cyril; and the heresy of the 
two natures was formally condemned in the persons and writings 
of the most learned Orientals. " May those who divide Christ be 
divided with the sword, may they be hewn in pieces, may they 
he burned alive!" were the charitable wishes of a Christian 
synod. 60 The innocence and sanctity of Eutyches were acknowl­
edged without hesitation; but the prelates, more especially those 
of Thrace and Asia, were unwilling to depose their patriarch for 
the use or even the abuse of his lawful jurisdiction. They em­
braced the knees of Dioscorus, as he stood with a threatenIng 
aspect on the footstool" of his throne, and conjured him to forgive 
the offences, and to respect the dignity, of his brother. " Do you 
mean to raise a sedition?" exclaimed t.he relentless tyrant. 
" Where are the officers?!t. At these words a furious multitude 
of monks and soldiers, with staves, and swords, and chains, burst 
into the church: the trembling bishops hid themselves behind the 
altar, or under the benches, and as they were not inspired with 
~he zeal of martyrdom, they successively subscribed a blank paper, 
which was afterwards filled with t.he condemnation of tbe 
Byzantine pontiff. Flavian was instantly delivered to the wild. 
beasts of this spiritual amphitheatre: the monks were stimulated 
by the voice and example of Barsumas to avenge the injuries of 
Christ: it is said that' the patriarch of Alexandria reviled, arid 
buffeted, and kicked, and trampled his brother of Constantino· 
pIe: 81 it is certain, that the victim, before he could I'each the place 
of his exile, expired on the third day of the wounds and bruises 
~hich he had received at Ephesus. This second synod has been 
Justly branded as a gang of robbers and assassins; yet the accusers 
of Dioscorus would magnify his violence, to alleviate the cowardice 
and inconstancy of their own behavior. 
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Th~ faith of Egypt had prevailed: but the vanquished party 
was supporced by the same pope who encountered without fear 
the hostile rage of Attila and Genseric. The theology of Leo, bis 
farnom! tome or epistle on the mystery of the incarnation, had been 
disregarded by the synod of Ephesus: his authority, and that of 
the Latin church, was insulted in his legate~, who escaped from 
slavery and death to relate the melancholy tale of the tyranny of 
Dioscorus and the martyrdom of Flavian. His provincial synod 
annulled the irregular proceedings of Ephesus; but as this step 
was itself irregular, he solicited the convocation of a gener~l 
council in the free and orthodox provinces of Italy. From Ins 
independent throne, the Roman bishop spoke and acte'd without 
danger, as the head of the Christians, and his dictate~ wel'c 
obsequiously transcribed by Placidia and her son Valentinian; 
who addressed their Eastern colleague to restore the peace and 
unity of the church. But the pageant of Oriental royalty WllS 

moved with equal dexterity by the hand of the eunuch j and Theo­
d.osius could pronounce, without hesitation, that the church was 
already peaceful and triumphant, and that the recent flame had 
been extinguished by the just punishment of the Nestorians, 
Perhaps the Greeks would be still involved in the heresy of the 
Monophysites, if the emperor's horse had not fortunately stum­
bled; Theodosius expired; his orthodox sister, Pulcheria, with a 
nominal husband, succeeded to the throne j Chrysaphius was 
burnt, Dioscorus was disgraced, the exiles were recalled, and the 
tome of Leo was subscribed by the Oriental bishops. Yet the pope 
was disappointed in his favorite project of a Latin council: he 
disdained to preside in the Greek ,synod, which was speedily 
3.Ss~mbled at Nice in Bithynia; his legates required in a peremp­
tory torre the presence of the emperor j and the weary fathers 
were transported to Chalcedon under the immediate eye of :Uarcian 
and the senate of Constantinople. A ,quarter of a mile from the 
Thra<;ian Bosphorus, the church of St. Euphemia was built on 
the SUtTlmit of ~ gentle though lofty ascent: the triple structure 
was cele\-)ratcd as a prodigy of art, and the boundless prospect of 
the land and sea might have raised the mind of a sectary to the 
contemplation of tIw God of the universe. Six hundred and thirty 
bishops were ranged in order in the nave of th.e church; but the 
patriarchs of the East were preceded by the legates, of whom the 
thit'd was a simple priest; and the place of honor was reserved for 
twenty laymen of consular or senatorian rank. The gospel was 
ostentatiously displayed in the centre, but the rule of faith waS 
defined by ,the Papal and Imperial minister~, who moderated t}le 
thirteen sessions of the council of Chalccdon. 6

:1, Their partial lll­



OF THE RO~[AN ~MPIRE. 349 

terposition silenced the intemperate SllOuts and execrations, which 
degraded the episcopal gravity; but, on the formal accusation of 
the legates, Dioscorus was compelled to descend from his throne 
to the rank of a criminal already condemned in the opinion of his 
judges. The Orientals, less adverse to Nestorius than to Cyril, 
accepted the Romans as their deliverers: Thrace, and Pontus, 
and Asia, wtre exasperated against the murderer of Flavian, and 
the new patriarchs of Constantinople and Antioch secured their 
places by the sacrifice of their benefactor. The bishops of Pales­
tine, :l\Iacedonia, and Greece, were attached to the faith of Cyril j 
but in the face of the synod, in the heat of the battle, the leaders, 
with their ohsequious train, passed from the right to tIle left wing, 
and decided the victory by this seasonable desertion. Of the 
seventeen suffragans who sailed from Alexandria, four were 
tempted from their allegiance, and the thirteen, falling prostrate 
on the ground, implored the mercy of the council, with sighs and 
tears, and a pathetic declaration, that, if they yielded, they should 
be massacred, on their return to Egypt, by the indignant people. 
A tardy repentance was allowed to expiate the guilt or error of 
the accomplices of Dioscorus : but tlleir sins were accumulated on 
his head; he neither asked nor hoped for pardon, and the modera­
tion of those who pleaded for a general amnesty was drowned in 
the prevailing cry of victory and revenge. To save the reputation 
of his late adherents, Bornepersonal offences Were skilfully detected; 
his rash and illegal excommunication of the pope, and his con­
tumacious refusal (while he was detained a prisoner) to attend the 
summons of the synod. Witnesses were introduced to prove the 
special facts of his pride, avarice, and cruelty; and the fathers 
heard with abhorrence, that the alms of the church were lavished 
on the female dancers, that his palace, and even his bath, was 
open to the prostitutes of Alexandria, and that the infamous 
Pansophia, or Irene, was publicly entertained as the concubine of 
the patriarch. GS 

For these scandalous offences, Dioscorus was deposed by the 
synod; and banished by the e.mperor; but the purity of his faith 
was declared in the presence, and with the tacit approbation, of 
the fathers. Their prudence supposed rather than pronounced 
the heresy of Eutyches, who was never summoned before their 
tribunal; and they sat silent and abashed, when a bold Monophy­
site, casting at their feet a volume of Cyril, c1tallenged them to 
anathematize in his person the doctrine of the saint. If we fairly 
peruse the acts of Chalcedon as they are recorded by the orthodox 
party,64 we shall find that a great majority of the bishops embraced 
the simple unity of Christ; and the ambiguous concession that 
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he was formed OF or FROM two natures, might imply either thei! 
previous existence, or. their subsequent confusion, or some danger­
GUS interval between the conception of the man and the assumption 
of the God. The Roman theology, more positive and precise, adopt. 
ed the term most offensive to the ears of the Egyptians, that Christ 
existed IN two natures j and this momentous particle liS (which the 
memory, rather than the understanding, must retain) had almost 
produced a schism among the Catholic bishops. The tome of Leo 
had been respectfully, perhaps sincerely, !uhscribed j but they 
protested, in two successive debates, that it was neither expedient 
nor lawful to transgress the sacred landmarks which had been 
fixed at Nice, Constantinople, and Ephesus, according to the rule 
of Scripture and tradition. At length they yielded to the im· 
portunities of their masters j but their infallible decree, after it 
had been ratified with deliberate votes and vehement acclamations, 
was overturned ill the next session by the opposition of the legates 
and their Oriental friends. It was in vain that a multitude of 
episcopal voices repeated ill chorus, "The definition of the fathers 
is orthodox and immutable I The heretics are now discovered! 
Anathema to the N estorians f Let them depart from the synod ! 
Let them repair to Rome. "68 The legates threatened, the emperor 
was absolute, and a committee of eighteen bishops prepared n 
new decree, which was imposed on the reluctant assembly. In 
the name of the fourth general council, the Christ in one person, 
but in two natures, was announced to the Catholic world: an 
invisible line was drawn between the heresy of Apollinaris and the 
faith of St. Cyril; and the road to paradise, a bridge as sharp as 
a razor, was suspended over the abyss by the master hand of the 
theological artist. During ten centuries of blindness and servitude, 
Europe received her religious opinions from the ora~le of the 
Vatican j and the same doctrine, already varnished with the rust 
of antiquity, was admitted without dispute into the creed of the 
reformers, who disclaimed the supremacy of the Roman pontiff. 
The synod of Chalcedon still triumphs in the Protestant churches; 
but the ferment of controversy has subsided, and thfl most pious 
Christians of the present day are ignorant, or careless, of their 
own belief concerning the nlystery of the incarnation. 

Far different was the temper of the Greeks and Egyptians under 
the orthodox reigns of Leo and Marcian. Those pious emperors 
enforced with arms and edicts the symbol of their faith j 61 and 
it was declared by the conscience or honor of five Imndred bishops, 
that the decrees of the synod of Chalcedon might be lawfully 
supported, even with blood. The Catholics observed with sntis· 
faction. that the sarno synod was odious both to the Nestorians 
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and the l\tonophysites; 66 but the K estorians were less angry, or 
less powerful, and the East was distracted by the obstinate and 
sanguinary zeal of the Monophysites. Jerusalem was occupied by 
an army of monks; in the name of the one incarnate natUle, they 
})iIluged, they burnt, they murdered; the sepulchre of Christ was 
defiled with blood; and the gates of the city were guarded in 
tumultuous rebellion against the troops of the emperor. After 
the disgrace and exile of Dioscorus, the Egyptians still rCf,fl'etted 
their spiritual father; and detested the usurpation of nis successor, 
who was introduced by the fathers of Chalcedon. The throne of 
Proterius was supported by a guard of two thousand soldiers: he 
waged a five yenrs' war against the people of Alexandria; and 
on the first intelligence of the death of l\larcian, he became the 
victim of their zeal. On t1e third day before the festival of 
Easter, tile patriarch was besieged in the cathedral, and murdered 
in the baptistery. The remains of his mangled corpse were de­
livered to the flames, and his ashes to the wind; and the deed. 
was inspired by the vision of a pretemled angel: an ambitious 
monk, who, under the nalIle of Timothy the Cat,69 succeeded to· 
the place and opinion of Dioscorus. This deadly superstition was 
inflamed, on eIther side, by the principle and the practice of 
retaliation: in the pursuit of a metaphysical quarrel, many thou­
sands 70 were slain, and the Christians of every degree were 
deprived of the substantial enjoyments of social life, and of 
the invisible gifts of baptism and the holy communion. Per­
haps an extravagant fable of the times may conceal an alle­
gorical picture of these fanatics, who tortured each other 
and themselves. "Under the consulship of Venantius' and 
Cele1'," says a grave bishop, "the people of Alexandria, and all 
Egypt, were seized with a strange and diabolical frenzy: great 
and small, slaves and freedmen, monks and clergy, the natives of 
the land, who opposed the synod of Chalcedon, lost their speech 
and reason, barked ]ike dogs, and tore, with their own teeth, the 
flesh from their hands and arms." . 

The disorders of thirty years at length produced tllO famous 
HENOTICON 72 of the emperor Zeno, which in his reign, and in tllat 
of Anastasius, was signed by al1 the hisllOpS of the East, under 
the penalty of degradation and exile, if they rejected or infrjnged 
this salutary and fundamental law. The clergy may smile or 
groan at the presumption of a layman who defines the articles of 
faith ; yet if he stoops to the humiliating task, his mind is less 
mfected by prejudice or interest, and the authority of the 

omagistrate can only be IIHlintained by the concord of the people. 
t\. is in ecclesiastical story, tlmt Zeno appears less contemptible; 

R. E. iii.-12 
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-and I am not able to discern any Manichrean or Eutyehian guilt in 
the generous saying of Anastasius, That it wus unworthy of an 
emperor to peI-seeute the worshippers"of Christ and the citizens of 
Rome. The Henoticon was most pleasing to the Egyptians; yet 
the smallest blemish has not been descried by the jealous, and 
even jaundiced eyes of our orthodox schoolmen, und it accurately 
represents the Catholic faith of the incarnation, without adopting 
or disclaiming the peculiar terms or tenets of the hostile sects. A 
solemn anathema is pronounced against Nestorius and Eutyches ; 
against all heretics by whom Christ is divided, or confounded. or 
reduced to a phantom. Without defining the number or the article 
of the word nature, the pure system of St. Cyril, the faith of Nice, 
Constantinople, and Ephesus, is respectfully confirmed; but, 
instead of bowing at the name of the fourth cotlncil, the suhject 
is dismissed by the censure of all contrary doctrines, if any such 
have been taught either elsewhere or at Chalcedon. -Under this 
ambiguous expression, the friends and the enemies of the last 
synod might unite in a silent embrace. The most reasonable 
Christians acquiesced in this mode of toleration; but their reason 
was feeble -and inconstant, and their obedience was despised as 
timid and servile by the vehement spirit of their brethren. On a 
subject which engrossed the thought and discourses of men, it­
was difficult to preserve an exact neutrality; a book, a sennon, a 
,prayer, rekindled the flame of controversy; and the bonds of 
communion -were alternately broken and renewed by the private 
animosity of the bisllOpS. The space between Nestorius and 
Eutyches was fitled by a thousand shades of language and opinion; 
the ClCepludi 73 of Egypt, and the Roman l)ontiffs, of equal valor, 
though of unequal strength, may be found at the two extremities 
of the theological scale. The acephali, without a king or a bishop, 
were separated above three hundred years from the patriarchs of 
Alexandria, who had accepted the communion of Constantinople, 
without exacting a formal condemnation of the synod of Chalcedon. 
For accepting the communion of Alexandria, without a formal 
approbation of the same synod, the patriarchs of Constantinople 
were anathematized by the popes. Their inflexible despotism 
involved the most ortllOdox of the Greek churches in this spiritual 
contagion, denied or doubted the validity of their sacraments, 74 

and fo~ented, thirty-five years, the schism of the East and West, 
till they finally abolished the memory of four Byzantine 
pontiffs, who had dared to oppose the supremacy of St. Peter. 7& 

Before that period, the precarious truce of Constantinople and 
Egypt had been violated by the zeal of the ,rival prelates-t 
~lacedonius, who was suspected of the Nestorian heresy, asserted, 
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in disgrace and exile, the synod of Chalcedon, while the successor 
of Cyril would have purchased its overthrow with a bribe of two 
thousand pounds of gold. 

In the fever of the times, the sense, or rather the sound 0(0. 
syllable, was sufficient to disturb the peace of an empire. The 
TmSAGION 76 (thrice holy), "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts I" 
is supposed, by the Greeks, to he the identical hymn which the 
angels and cherubim eternally repeat before the throne of God, 
and which, about the middle of the fifth century, was miraculously 
revealed to the church of Constantinople. The devotion of 
Antioch soon added, "who was crucirled for us 1" and this grate­
ful address, either to Christ alone, or to the whole Trinity, may be 
justified by the rule~ of theoJogy, and has been gradually adopted 
by the Catholics of the East and West. But it had been imagined 
by a 1rlonophysite bishop; 17 the gift of an enemy was at first 
rejected as a dire and dangerous blasphemy, and the msh innova­
tion had nearly cost the emperor Anastasius his throne and his 
life. 78 The l)eople of Constantinople was devoid of any rational 
principles of freedom; but they held, as a lawful cause of re­
bellion, the color of a livery in the mces, or the color of a mystery 
in the schools. 1.'he Trisagion, with and without this obnoxious 
addition, was chanted in the cathedral by two adverse choirs, and 
when their lungs were exhausted, they had recourse to the more 
solid arguments of sticks and stones; the aggressors were 
punished by the emperor, and defended by the patriarch; and 
the crown and mitre were staked on the event of this momentous 
quarrel. The streets were instantly crowded with innumerable 
Swarms of' men, women, and children; the legions of mdbks, in 
regular array, marched, and shouted, and fought at their head, 
" Christians ! this is the day of martyrdom : let us not desert our 
spiritual father; anathema to the Munichrean tyrant I he is un­
worthy to reign. " Such was the Catholic cry; and the galleys of 
Anastasius lay upon their oars before the palace, till the patriarch 
had 'Pardoned his penitent, and hushe~ the waves of the troubled 
m~ltItude. The triumph of Macedonll~s was checked by a speedy 
eXIle; but the zeal of his flock was agam exasperated by the same 
question, " Whether one of the Trinity hacl been crucified 1" On 
this momentous occasion, the blue and green factions of Con­
stantinople suspended their discord, and the civil and military, 
powers were annihilated in their presence. The keys of the city, 
and the standards of the guards, were deposited in the forum of 
Constantine, the principal station and camp of the faithful. Day 
and night they were incessantly busied either in tsinging hymns 
to the honor of their Godt or in pillaging and murdering the ser­
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vants ot their prince. The bead of his favorite monk, the friend, 
as- they styled him, of the enemy of the Holy Trinity, was borne 
aloft on a spear; and the firebrands, which had been darted 
agair..st heretical structures, diffused the undis tinguishiog flames 
over the must orthodox buildings. The statues of the emperor 
were brok{m, and his person was concealed in a suburb, till, at 
the end of three days, he dared to implore the mercy of his sub· 
jects. Without his diadem, and in the posture of a suppliant, 
A.nastasius appeared on the throne of the circus. The Catholics, 
before his face, reh"earsed- their genuine Trisagion; they exulted 
in the offer, which he procbimed by the voice of a herald, of 
abdicating the purple; they listened to the admonition, that, 'since 
all could not reign, they should previously agree in the choice of 
a sovereign; and they accepted the blood of two unpopular 
ministers, whom their master, without hesitation, condemned to 
the lions. These furious but transient seditions were encouraged 
by the success of Vitalian, who, with an army of Huns and 
Bulgarians, for the most part idolaters, declared himself the 
champion of the Catholic faith. In this pious rebellion he de­
populated Thrace, besieged Constantinople, exterminated sixty-five 
thousand of his fellow-Christians, till he obtained the recall of th~ 
bishops, the satisfaction of the pope, and the establishment of the 
council of Chalcedon, an orthodox treaty, reluctantly signed by 
the dying Anastasius, and more faithfully performed by the uncle 
of Justmian. And such was the event of thefirst of the religious 
wars which have been waged in the name, and by the disciples, 
of the God of peace. 7U 

J usti.ian has been already seen in the various lights of' a ptince, 
a conqueror, and a lawgiver: the theologian 80 still remains. and it 
forms an unfavorable prejudice that his theology should form a 
very prominent feature of hi8 portrait. The sovereign sympathized 
with his subjects in their superstitious reverence for living and 

-departed saints: his Code, and more especially his Novels, confirm 
and enlarge the privileges of the clergy; and in every dispute 
between a monk and a layman, the partial judge was inclined to 
pronounce, that truth, and innocence, and justice, were always on 
the side of the church. In his public and private devotions, the 
emperor was assiduous and exemplary; his prayers, vigiJs, and 
fasts, displayed the austere penance of a monk; h~s fancy was 
amused by the hope, or belief, of personal inspiration; he had 
secured the patronage of the Virgin and St. :Michael the archangel; 
and his recovery from a dangerous disease was ascribed to tho 
miraculous succor of the holy martyrs Cosmas and Damian. The 
capital and the -provinces of the East were decorated with the 
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rt.onUlilents of his religion; III and though the far greater part of 
these costly structures may be attributed to his taste or ostentation. 
the zeal of the royal architect was probably quickened by a genuine 
sense .of love and gratitude towards his invisible benefactors. 
Among the titles of Imperial greatness, the name of Pious was 
most. pleasing to his ear; to promote the temporal and spiritual 
interest of the church was the serious business of bis life; and the 
duty of father of his country was often sacrificed to that of de­
fend( .of the faith. The controversies of the times were congenial 
to his temper and understanding j and the theological professors 
must inwardly deride the diligence of a stranger, who cultivated 
their art and neglected his own. "What can ye fear," said a bold 
conspirator to his associates, "from your bigoted tyrant ~ 
Sleepless and unarmed. he sits whole nights in his closet, debating 
with reverend graybeards, and turning over tile pages of ecclesias­
tiCll volumes. "8~ The fruits of these lucubrations were displayed 
in many a conference, where Justinian might_shine_~.tJw loudest 
and most subtile of the disputants; in many a serrnon, wllich, 
under the D9.me of edicts and epistles, proclaimed to the empire 
the theology of their master. While the barbarians invaded the 
provinces, while the victorious legions marched under the banners 
of Belisarius and N arses, the successor of Trajan, unknown to the 
camp, was content to vanquish at the head of a synod. Had he 
invited to these synods a disinterested and rational spectator, 
Justinian might have learned, "that religious controversy is the 
offspring of arrogance and folly; that true piety is most laudably 
expressed by silence and submission; that man, ignorant of his 
Own nature, should not presume to scrutinize the nature of his 
God; and that it is sufficient for us to know, that power and 
benevolence are the perfect attributes of the Deity." B3 

Toleration was not the virtue of the times, and indulgence to 
rebels has seJdom been the virtu.e of princes. But when the prince 
descends to the narrow and peevish character of a disputant, he 
is easily provoked to supply the defect of argument by the 
plenitude of power, and to chastise without mercy the perverse 
blindness of those who wilfully shut their eyes against the light 
of demonstration. The reign of Justinian was a uniform. yet 
v~rious scene of persecution; and he appears to have surpassed 
Ins indolent predecessors, both in the contrivance of his laws and 
the rigor of their execution. The insufficient term of three months 
was assigned for the conversion or exile of all heretics j 84 and if 
he still connived at their precarious stay, they were deprived, 
under his iron yoke, not only of the benefits of society, bu.t of the 
common birthright of men and Christians. At the end of foW' 
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hundred years, the Montanists of Phrygia 8~ still breathed "tne wild 
enthusiasm of perfection and prophecy which they had imbibed 
from their male and female apostles, the special organs of the 
Paraclete. On the approach of the Catholic priests and soldiers, 
they grasped with alacrity the crown of martyrdom; the con·· 
venticle and the congregation perished in the flames, but these 
primitive fanatics were not extinguished three hundred years 
after the death of their tyrant. Under the protection of the Gothic 
confederates, the church of the Arians at Constantinople had 
braved the severity of the laws: their clergy equalled the wealth 
and magnificence of the senate; and the gold and silver which 
were seized by the rapacious hand of Justinian might perhaps be 
claimed as the spoils of the provinces, and the trophies of the bar­
barians. A secret remnant of Pagans, who still lurked in the 
most refined and most rtlstic conditions of mankind, excited the 
indignation of the Christians, who were perhaps unwilling that 
any strangers should be the witnesses of their intestine quarrels. 
A bishop was named as the inquisitor of the faith, and his dili­
gence soon discovered, in the court and city, the magistrates, 
lawyers, physicians, and sophists, who !:Itill cherishe~a "the super­
stition of the Greeks. They were sternly informed that they must 
choose without delay between the pleasure of Jupiter or Justinian, 
and that their aversion to the g03pel could no longer be disguised 
under the scandalous _ m~sk of indifference or impiety. The 
patrician Photius, perhaps, alone was resolved to live and die like 
his ancestors; he enfranchised himself with the stroke of a dagger, 
and left his tyrant the poor consolation of exposing with ignominy 
the lifeless corpse of the fugitive. His weaker brethren submitted 
to their earthly monarch, underwent the ceremony of baptism, and 
labored, by their extraordinary zeal, to erase the suspicion, or to 
expiate the guilt, of idolatry. The native country of Homer, and 
the theatre of the Trojan war, still retained the last sparks of his 
mythology: by the care of the same bishop, seventy thousand 
Pagans were detected and converted in Asia, Phrygia, Lydia, and 
Carillo; ninety-six churches were built for the new proselytes; and 
linen vestments, Bibles, and liturgies, and vases of gold and silver, 
were supplied by the 'pious munificence of Justinian. 811 The Jews, 
who had been gradually stripped of their immunities, ware opposed 
by a vexatious law, which compelled them to observe the festival 
of Easter the same day on which it was celebrated by. the Chris­
tians. 87 And they might complain with the more reason, since 
the Catholics themselves did not agree with the astronomical 
ca.lculations of their sovereign: the people of Constantinople 
delayed the beginning of their Lent a whole week after it had 
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been ordained by authority; and they had the pleasure of fasting 
seven days, while meat was exposed for sale by the command of 
the emperor. The Samaritans of Palestine 66 were a motley race, 
an ambiguous set, rejected as Jews by the Pagans, by the Jews 
as schismatics, and by the Christians as idolaters. The abomina­
tion of the cross had already Leen planted on their holy mount of 
Gari~im, 89 but the persecution of Justinian offered only the alter­
native of baptism or rebellion. They chose the latter: under 
the standard of a desperate leader, they rose in arms, and re­
taliated their wrongs on the lives, the property, and the temples, 
of a defenceless people. The Samaritans were finally subdued by 
the regular forces of the East: twenty thousand were slain, twenty 
thousand were sold by the Arabs to the infidels of Persia and 
India, and the remains of that unhappy nation atoned for the 
crime of treason by the sin of hypocrisy. It has been computed 
that one hundred thousand Roman subjects were extirpated in 
~he Samaritan war,90 whkh converted the once fruitful province 
Into a desolate and smoking wilderness. But in the creed of 
Justinian, the guilt of murder could not he applied to the slaugh­
ter of unbelievers j and he piously labored to establish with fire 
and sword the unity of the Christian faith. 91 __ 

With these sentiments, it was incumbent on him, at least to be 
a~ways in the right. In the first years of his administration, he 
slgnaUzed his zeal as the disciple and patron of orthodoxy: the 
reconciliation of the Greeks and Latins established the tnme of 
St. Leo as the creed of the emperor and the ('mpil'e; the Nestorians 
-.q,d Eutychians were exposed, on either side, to the double edge of 
persecution; and the four synods of Nice, Constantinople, Ephesus, 
and Ohalcedon, were ratified by the code of a Catholic lawgiver. 9~ 
But while Justinian strove to maintain the uniformity of faith 
and worship, his wife Theodora, whose vices were not incompati­
ble with devotion, had listened to the Monophysite teachers j and 
the open or clandestine enemies of the church revived and multi­
plied at the smile of their gracious patroness. 1.'he capital, tlle 
palace, the nuptial bed, were torn by spiritual discord; yet so 
d?ubtful was the sincerity of the royal consorts that their seeming 
dIsagreement was imputed by many to a secret and mischievous 
confederacy against the religion and happiness of their people. 93 

The famous dispute of the THREE CHAPTERS,94 which has filled 
Dlor~ volumes than it deserves lines, is deeply marked with this 
s?btIle and disingenuous spirit. It was now three hundred years 
SInce the body of Origen 9S had been eaten by the worms : hissoul, 
of ~hich he held the pre-existence, was in the hands of its Creator T 
but nis, writings were eagerly perused by the monks of Palestine. 
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In these writings, the piercing eye of Justinian descried more than 
ten metaphysical errors; and the primitive doctor, in the company 
of Pythagoras and Plato, was devoted by the clcrgy to the eternity 
of hell-fire, which he presumed to deny. Under the covcr of this 
precedent, a tre~cherous . blow was aimed at the council of 
Chalcedon. The fathers had listened without impatience to the 
praise of Theodore of :Mopsuestiaj 96 and their justice or indulgence 
had restored both Theodoret of Cyrrhus, and Thas of Edessa, to 
the communion of the church. But the characters of these Oriental 
bishops were tainted with the reproach of heresy; the first had 
been the master, the two others were the friends, of Nestorius : 
their most suspicious passages were accused under the title of the 
three chapters ; and the condemnation of their memory must involve 
the honor of a synod, whose name was pronounced with sincere 
or affected reverence by the Catholic world. If these bishops, 
whether innocent or guilty, were annihilated in the sleep of death, 
they would not probably be awakened by the clamor which, after a 
hundred years, was raised over their grave. If they were already 
in the fangs of the dromon, their torments could neither be 
aggravated nor assuaged by human industry. If in the company 
of saints and angels they enjoyed the rewards of piety, they must 
have smiled at the idle fury of the theological insects who still 
crawled on the surface of the earth. The foremost of these insects, 
the emperor of the Romans, darted his sting, and distilled his 
venom, perhap~ without discerning the true motives of Theodora 
and her ecclesiastical faction. The victims were no longer subject 
to his power, and the vehement style of his edicts could only 
proclaim their damnation, and invite the clergy of the East to 
join in a full chorus of curses and anathemas. The East, with 
some hesitation, consented-to the voice of her sovereign: the fifth 
general council, of three patriarchs and one hundred and sixty­
five bishops, was held at Oonstantinople; and the authors, as well 
as the defenders, of the three chapters were sepllrated from the 
communion of the saints, and solemnly delivered to the prince of 
darkness. But the Latin churches were more jealous of the honor 
of Leo and the synod of Chalcedon: and if they had fought as 
they usually did under the standard of ' Rome, they might have 
prevailed in the cause of reason and humanity. But their cllief 
was a prisoner in the hands of the enemy; the throne of St. Peter, 
which had been disgraced by the simony, was betrayed by the 
'.!owardicf' of Vigilius, who yielded, after a long and inconsistent 
struggle, to the despotism of Justinian and the sophistry of the 
Gr"pl{s. His apostasy provoked the indignation of the Latins, 
an~ rD ., ..Ire than two bishops could be found who would impose 
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their hands on his deacon and successor Pelagius. Yet th2 per­
severance of the popes insensibly transferred to their adversarieR 
the appellation of schismatics j the Illyrian, African, and Italian 
churches were oppressed by the civil and ecclesiastical powers, not 
without some e:fI.9rt of military force; U1 the distant barbarians 
transcribed the creed of the Vatican, and, in the period of a 
century, the schism of the three chapters expired in an obscure 
angle of the Venetian province. 98 But the religious discontent of 
the Italians had already prompted the conquests_of the Lombards, 
and the Romans themselves were accustomed to suspect tlle faith 
and to detest the government of their Byzantine tyrant. 

Justinian was neither steady nor consistent in the nice process 
of fixing his vdatile opinions and those of his subjects. In his 
youth he was offended by the slightest deviation from the orthodox 
line j in his old age he transgressed the measure of temperate 
heresy, and the Jacobites, not less than the Catholics, were 
scandalized by his declaration, that the body of Ohrist was incor­
ruptible, and that Ilis manhood was never subject to any wants and 
infirmities, the inheritance of our mortal flesh. This fantastic 
opinion was announced in the last edicts of Justinian; and at the 
moment of his seasonable departure, the clergy had refused to 
subscribe, the prince was prepared to persecute, and the people 
were resolved to suffer or resist. A bishop of Treves, secure beyond 
the limits of his power, addressed the monarch of the East in the 
language of authority and affection. " }\Iost gracious Justinian, 
remember your baptism and your creed. Let not your gray hairs 
be defiled with heresy. Recall your fathers from exile, and your 
followers from perdition. You cannot be ignorant that Italy and 
Gaul, Spain and Africa, already deplore your faU, and anathematize 
your name. Unless without delay you destroy what you have 
taught; unless you exclaim with a loud voice, I have erred, I 
have sinned, anathema to Nestorius, anathema to Eutyches, you 
deliver your soul to the same flames in which they eternally burn." 
He died and made no sign. 99 His death restored in some degree 
the peace of the church, and the reigns of his four successors, 
Justin, Tiberius, }\Iaurice, and Phocas, are distinguished by a rare, 
though fortunate, vacancy in the ecclesiastical history of the East.1~ 

The faculties of sense and reason are least capable oi acting OD 
themselves; t.he eye is most inaccessible to the sight, the soul t<l 
the thought; yet we think, and even feel, that one will, 8 sol~ 
principle of action, is essential to a rational and conscious being. 
'Vhen Heraclius returned from the Persian war, the orthodox herc. 
consulted his bishops, whether the Christ whom he adored, of ont, 
person, but of- two natures, was actuated by a single or a doubl, 
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will. They replied in the singular, and the emperor was encour~ 
aged to hope that the Jacobites of Egypt and Syria might be rec­
onciled by the profession of a doctrjne, most certainly harmless, 
and most probably true, since it was taught even by the N estori­
ans themselves. WI The experiment was tried without effect, and 
the timid or vehement Catholics condemned even the semblance 
of a retreat in the presence Of a suntle and audacious enemy. The 
orthodox (the prevailing) party devised new modes of speech 
and argument and interpretation: to either nature of Christ they 
speciously applied a proper and distinct energy; but the differ­
ence was no longer visible when they allowed that the human and 
the divine will were invariably the same.102 The disease was at­
tended with the customary symptoms: but the Greek clergy, as 
if satiated with the endless controversy of the incarnation, in­
stilled a healing counsel into the ear of the prince and people. 
They declared themselves MONOTHELITES (asserters of the unity of 
will), but they treated the words as new, the questions as Ruper­
fiUOU8; and recommended a religious silence as the most agreeable 
to the,prudence and charity of the Gospel. This law of silence 
was successively imvosed by the ecthesis or exposition of Heraclius, 
the type or model of his grandson Constans; 103 and the Imperial 
edicts were subscribed with alacrity or reluctance by the four pa­
triarchs of Rome, Constantinpole, Alexandria, and Antioch. But 
the bishop and monks of Jerusalem sounded the alarm: in the 
language, or even in the silence, of the Greeks, the Latin churches 
detected a latent heresy j and the obedience of Pope Honorius to 
the commands of his sovereign was retracted and censured by the 
bolder ignorance of his successors. They condemned the execrable 
and abominable heresy of the Monothelites, who revived the 
errors of llanes, Apollinaris, Eutycheg, etc.; they signed the sen­
tence of excommunication on the tomb of St. Peter; the ink was 
mingled with the sacramental wine, the blood of Ohrist; and no 
ceremony was omitted that could fill the superstitious mind with 
horror and affright. As the representative of the Western church, 
Pope 'Martin and his Lateran synod anathematized the perfidious 
and guilty silence of the Greeks: one hundred and five bishops of 
Italy, for the most part the subjects of Constans, presumed to 
reprobate his wicked type, and the impious eethesis of his grtlnd­
father j and to confound the authors and their adherents with the 
twenty-one notorious heretics, the apostates from the church, and 
the organs ~f the devil. Such an insult, under the tamest reign, 
could not pass with impunity. Pope :Martin ended his days on 
the inhospitable shore of the Tauric Chersonesus, and his oracle, 
the' abbot Maximus, was inhumanly chastised by the amputation 
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of his tongue and his right hand. I114 But the same invincible 
spirit survived in their successors; and the triumph of the Latins 
avenged their recent defeat, and obliterated the disgrace of the 
three chapters. The synods of Rome were confirmed by the sixth 
general council of Constantinople, in the palace and the presence 
of a new Constantine,' u. descendant of aeraclius. The royal 
convert converted the Byzantine pontiff and a majority of the 
bishops; lOr. the dissenters, with their chief, Macarius of Antioch, 
were condemned to the spiritual and temporal I>ains of heresy; 
the East condescended to accept the lessons of the West; and the 
creed was finally settled, which teaches the Catholics of every 
age, that two wills or energies are harmonized in the person of 
Ohrist. The majesty of the pope and the Roman synod was 
represented. by two priests, one deacon, and three bishops; but 
these obscure Latins had neither arms to compel, nor treasures to 
bribe, nor language to persuade; and I am ignorant by what arts 
they could determine the lofty emperor of the Greeks to abjure 
the catechism of his infancy, and to persecute the religion of his 
fathers. Perhaps the monks and people of Constantinople 106 

were favorable to the Lateran creed, which is indeed'the least 
reasonable of the two: and the suspicion is countenanced by the 
unnatural moderation of the Greek clergy, who appear in this 
quarrel to be conscious of their weakness. While the synod de­
bated, a fanatic proposed a more summary decision, by raising a 
dead man to life: the prelates assisted at the trial; but the ac­
knowledged failure may serve to indicate that the passions and 
prejudices of the mUltitude were not enlisted 0 n the side of the 
}Ionothelites. In the next generation, when the son of Constan­
tine was deposed and slain, by the disciple of Macarius, they 
tasted the feast of revenge and dominion: the image or monu­
ment of the sixth council was defaced, and the original acts were 
committed to the flames. But in the second year their patron 
was cast headlong from the throne, the bishops of the East were 
released from their occasional conformity, the Roman faith was 
more firmly replanted by the orthodox successors of B~rdanes, and 
the fine problems of the incarnation were .forgotten in the more 
popular and visible quarrel of the worship of images. 10'7 

Before the end of the seventh century, the creed of the incarna­
tion, which had been defined at Rome and Constantinople, was 
uniformly preached in the remote islands of Britain and Ireland; 108 

the same ideas were entertained, or rather the same words were 
repeated, by all the Christians whose liturgy was p~rformed in tho 
Greek or the Latin tongue. Their numbers and visible splendor 
bestowed an imperfect claim to the appellation of Catholics; but 
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in the East they were marked. with the less honorable name of 
M(Jlchites, or Royalists; lOY of men whose faith, instead of resting 
on the basis of S~ripture, reason, or tradition, bad been estab­
lished, and was still maintained, by the arbitrary power of a tem­
poral monarch. 'I'hcir adversaries might allege the words of the 
fathers of Constantiuople, who profess themselves the slaves of 
the king; and they might relate with malicious joy how the de­
crees of Chalcedon had been inspired and reformed by the emperor 
Marcian and h!s virgin bride. The prevailing faction will natn­
rally inculcate the duty of submission, nor is.it less natural that 
dissenters should feel and assert the principles of freedom. 
Under the rod of persecution, the Nestorians and Monophysites 
degenerated into rebels and fugitives; and the most ancient and 
useful allies of Rome were taught to consider the emperor not as 
the chief, but as the enemy of the Christians. Language, the lead­
ing principle which unites or separates the tribes of mankind. 
soon discriminated the sectaries of the East, by a peculiar and 
perpetual badge, which abolished the means of intercourse and 
the hope of reconciliation. The long dominion of the Greeks, 
their cofonies, and, above all~ their eloquence, had propagated a 
language doubtless the most perfect that has been contrived by 
the art of man. Yet the body of the people, both in Syria and 
Egypt, still persevered in the use of their national idioms; with 
this difference, however, that the Coptic was confined to the rude 
and illiterate peasants of the Nile, while the Byriac, JIll from the 
mountains of Assyria to the Red Sea, was adapted to the lliglIer 
topics of poetry and argument. Armenia and Abyssinia were in­
fected by the speech or learning of the Greeks; and their bar­
baric tongues, which have been revived in the studies of modern 
Europe, were unintelligible to the inhabitants of the Roman 
empire. The Syriac and the Coptic, the Armenian and the .1Ethi­
opic, are consecrated in the servic6 of their respective churches; 
and their theology is enriched by domestic versions 1l! both of the 
Scriptures and of the most popular fathers. After a period of 
thirteen hl;1ndred and sixty years, the spark of controversy, first 
kindled by a sermon of N estorius, still burns in the hosom of the 
East, and the hostile communions still maintain the faith and dis­
cipline of their founders. In the most abject state of ignorance, 
poverty, and servitude, the Nestorians and Monophysites reject 
the spiritual supremacy of Rome, and cherish the toleration of 
their Turkish masters, which allows them to anathematize, on 
the one hand, St. Cyril and the synod of Ephesus: on the other, 
Pope Leo and the council of Chalcedon. The weight which they 
cast into the downfall of the Eastern empire demands our notice~ 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 363 

and the reader may be amused with the various prospect of, I. 
The Nestorians; II. The Jacobites; 112 III. The lrIaronites; IV. 
l'he Armenians; V. The Oopts; and, VI. The Abyssinians. To 
the three former the Syriac is common; but of the latter each is 
discriminated by the use of a national idiom. Yet the modern 
natives I)f Armenia and Abyssinia would be incapable of convers­
ing with their ancestors; and the Ohristians of Egypt and Syria, 
who reject the religion, have adopted the language, of the Ara­
bians. The lapse of time has seconded the sacerdotal arts; and 
ill the East, as well as in the West, the Deity js addressed in an 
obsolete tongue, unknown to the majority of the congregation. 

I. Both in his native and his episcopal province, the heresy of 
the unfortunate Nestorius was speedily obliterated. The Oriental 
bishops, who at Ephesus had resisted to his face the arrogance of 
Oyril, were mollified by his tardy concessions. The same prelates, 
or their successors, subscribed, not without a murmur, the decrees 
of Ohalcedon; the power of the Monophysites reconciled them 
with the Catholics in the conformity of· passion, of interest, and, 
insensibly, of belief; and their last reluctant sigh was breathed in 
the defence of the three chapters. Their dissenting brethren, less 
moderate, or more sincere, were crusbed by the penal laws; and; 
as early as the reign of Justinian, it became difficult to find a 
church of N estorians within the limits of the Roman empire. 
Beyond those limits they had discovered a new world, in which 
they might hope for liberty, and aspire to conquest. In Persia, 
notwithstanding the resistance of the Magi, Ohristianity had 
struck a deep root, and the nations of the East reposed under its 
~alutary shade. The catholic, or primate, resided in the capital: 
In his synods, and in their dioceses, his metropolitans, bishops, 
and clergy, represented the pomp and order of a regular hier­
archy: they l'ejoiced.in the increase of proselytes, who were con­
verted from the Zendavesta to the Gospel, from the secular to the 
monastic life ; and their zeal was stimulated by the presence of 
an artful and formidable enemy. The Persian church had been 
founded b-y the missionarie~ of Syria, and their language, disci­
~line, and doctrine, were closely interwoven with its originr.l 
frame. The catholics were elected and ordained by their own suf­
!ragans; but their filial dependence on the patriarchs of Antioch 
1~ attested by the canons of the Oriental church. 113 In tho Per­
sl.an school of Edessa,114 the rising generations of -the faithful im­
bIbed their theological idiom: they studied in the Syrine version 
the ten thousand volumes of Theodore of ]Iopsuestin.; and they 
revered the "apostolic faith and holy martyrdom of his disciple 
Ncstorlus, whose person and l~~guage wert;) equally unknown to 
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the nations beyond the Tigris. The first indelible lesson of Thas, 
bishop of Edessa, taught them to ·execrate the Egyptians, who, in 
the synod of Ephesus, had impiously confounded the two natures 
Df Christ. The flight of the masters and scholars, who were twice 
expelled from the Athens of Syria, dIspersed a crowd of mission­
aries inflamed by tha double zeal of religion and revenge. And 
the rigid unity of the Monophysites, who, under the reigns of 
Zeno and Anastasius, had invaded the thrones of the East, pro­
voked their antagonists, in a land of freedom, to avow a moral, 
rather'than a physical, union of the two persons of Christ. Since 
the first preaching of the Gospel, the Sassanian kings beheld with 
an eye of suspicion a race of aliens and apostates who had em­
braced the religion, and who might favor the cause, of the heredi­
tary foes of their country. The royal edicts had often prohibited 
their dangerous correspondence with the Syrian clergv : the pro­
gress of the schism was grateflll to the jealous pride of Pezores, 
and he listened to the eloquence of an artful prelate, who painted 
N estorius as the friend of Persia, and urged him to secure the 
fidelity of his Christian subjects, by granting a just preference to 
the victims and enemies of >the Roman tyrant. The Nestorialls 
composed a large majority of the clergy and people: they were 
encouraged by the smile, and armed with the sword, of despot­
ism; yet -many of their weaker brethren were startled at the 
thought of breaking loose from the communion of the Christian 
world, and the blood of seven thousand seven hundred ~Ionophy­
sites, or Catholics, confirmed the uniformity of faith and disci­
pHne in the churches of Persia. m Their ecclesiastical institutions 
are distinguished by a liberal principle of reason, or at least of . 
policy; the austerity of the cloister was relaxed and gradually 
forgotten; houses of charity were endowed for the education of 
orphans and foundlings; the ln.w of celibaGY, so forcibly recom· 
mended to the Greeks and Latins, was disregarded by the Persian 
clergy; and the number of the elect was multiplied by the publiC 
and reiterated nuptials of the priests, the bishops, and even the 
patriarch himself. To this standard of natural and religious free­
dom, myriads of fugitives resorted from all the provinces of the 
Eastern empire; the narrow bigotry of Justinian was punished by 
the emigration of his most industrious subjects ; they transported 
into Persia the arts both of peace and war: and those who de­
served the favor were promoted in the service of a discerning 
monarch. The arms of N ushirvan, and his fiercer grandson, were 
assisted, with advice, and money, and troops, by the desperate 
sectaries who still lurked in their native cities of the East; their 
zeal was rewarded with the gift of the Catholic churches; but 
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when those cities and churches were recovered by Reraclius, their 
open profession of treason and heresy compelled them to seek a 
refu~e in the realm of their foreign ally. But the seeming tran· 
quilhtyof the Nestorians was often endangered,. and sometimes 
overthrown. They were involved in the common evils of Oriental 
despotism; their enmity to Rome could not always atone for their 
attachment to the Gospr-l : and a colony of three hundred thou· 
sand Jacobites, the captives of Apamea and Antioch, was per. 
mitted to erect a hostile'altar in the face of the catholic, and in the 
sunshine of the court. In his lnst treaty, Justinian introduced 
some conditions which tended to enlarge and fortify the toleration 
of Christianity in Persia. The emperor, ignorant of the rights of 
conscience, was incapable of pity or esteem for the heretics who 
denied the authority of the holy synods: but he flattered himself 
that they :would gradually perceive the temporal benefits of union 
with the empire and the church of Rome; and if he failed in ex­
citing their gratitude, he might hope to provoke the jealousy of 
their sovereign. In a later age the Lutherans have been burnt at 
Paris, and protected in Germany, by the superstition and policy 
of the most Christian king. ­

The desire of gaining souls for God and subjects for the church 
has excited in every age the diligence of the Ohristian priests. 
From the conquest of Persia, they carried their spiritual arms to 
the north, the east, and the south; and the simplicity of the Gos­
pel was fashioned and painted with the colors of the Syriac theol· 
ogy. In the sixth century, according to the report of a Nestorian 
travellerr 116 Christianity wa-, successfully preached to the Bae· 
trians, the Huns, tho Persians, the Indians, the Persarmenians, 
the ~Iedes, and the Elamites: the Barbaric churches, from the 
Gulf of Persia to the Caspian Sea, were almost infinite; and their 
recent faith was conspicuous in the number and sanctity of their 
monks and martyrs. The pepper coast of Malabar, and-the isles 
of the ocean, Socotora and Oeylon, were peopled with an increas­
ing multitude of Christians; and the bishops and clergy of those 
sequestered regions derived tlleir ordination from the Catholic of 
Babylon. In a subsequent age the zeal of the Nestorians over· 
leaped the limits which had confined the ambition and curiosity 
both of the Greeks and Persians. The missionafies of Balch and 
Samarca.nd pursued without fear the footsteps of the roving 
Tartar, and insinuated themselves into the camps of the valleys 
of Imaus and the banks of the Selinga. They exposed a meta· 
physical creed to those illiterate shepherds: to those sanguinflry 
warriors they recommended humanity and repose. Yet a k tUlll, 
whose pOwer they vainly magnified, is said to havp. receiv~u at 
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their hands the rites of baptism,. 2.nd even of ordination; and the 
fame of Prester or PreslYyte1' John 111 has long amused the credulity 
of Europe. The royal convert was indulged in the use of 8. porta­
ble altar j but 'he despatched an embassy to the patriarch, to in~ 
quire how, in the season of Lent, he should abatain from animal 
food, and how he might celebr.ate the Eucharist in a desert that 
produced neither corn nor wine. In their progress by sea and 
land, the Nestorians entered China by tho port of Canton and the 
northern residence of Sigan. Unlike tIle senators of Rome, who 
assumed with a smile the characters of priests and augurs, the 
mandarins, who affect in public the reason of philosophers, are 
devoted in private to every mode of popular superstition. They 
cherished and they confounded the gods of Palestine and of 
India; but the propagation of Christianity awakened the jealousy 
of the state, and, after a short vicissitude of favor and persecu­
tion, the foreign sect expired in ignorance and oblivion.ll~ Under 
the reign of the caliphs, the Nestorian church was diffused from 
China to Jerusalem and Cyprus; and their numbers, with those 
of the Jacobites, were computed to surpass the Greek and Latin 
communions.ll9 Twenty-five metropolitans or archbishops com­
posed their hierarchy; but several of these were dispensed, by the 
distance and danger of the way, from the duty of personal attend­
ance, on the easy condition that every six years they should tes­
tify their faith and obedience to the catholw or patriarch of Bauy­
lon, a vague appellation which has been successively applied to 
the royal seats of Seleucia, Ctesiphon, and Bagdad. These re­
mote branches are long since withered; and the·old patriarchal 
trunk 120 is now divided by the EliJahs of ~Iosul, the representa­
tives almost in lineal descent o(the genuine and primitive succes­
sion i the Josephs of Amida, who are reconciled to the church of 
Rome; :21 and the 8imeons of Van or Ormia, whose l'evolt, at the 
head of forty thousand families, was promoted in the sixteenth 
century by the Sophis of Persia. The number of three hundred 
thousand is allowed for the whole body of the Nestorians, who, 
under the name pf Chaldeans or Assyrians, are confounded 
with the most learned or the most powerful nation of Eastern an· 
tiquity. , . 

According to the legend of antiquity the Gospel was preached in 
India by St. Thomas.11l1! At the end of the ninth century, his 
shrine, perhaps in the neighborhood of l\Iadras, was devoutly 
visited by the ambassadors of Alfred; and their return with a 
cargo of pearls a.nd spices rewarded the zeal of the English mon­
arch, who entertained the largest projects of trade and discovery. m 
When the Portuguese first opened the navigation of India, the 

http:oblivion.ll


OF THE RO)IAN E~rpIRt<:. 367 

Christians of St. Thomas had been seated for ages on the coast of 
Malabar, and the difference of their character and color attested 
the nrixture of a foreign race. In arms, in arts, and possibly in 
,?irtue, they excelled the natives of Hindostan ; the husbandmen 
cultivated the palm-tree, the merchants were enriched by the 
pepper trade, the soldiers preceded the nairs or nobles of Malabar, 
and their hereditary privileges were respected by the gratitude 
or the fpar of the king of Cochin and the Zamorin himself. They 
acknowledged a Gentoo sovereign, but they were governed, even 
in temporal concerns, by the bishop of Angamala. He still as­
serted his ancient title of metropolitan of India, but his real juris­
diction was exercised in fourteen hundred churches, and he was 
intrusted with the care of two hundred thousand souls. Their 
religion would have rendered them the firmest and most cordial 
allies of the Portuguese; but the inquisitors soon discerned in the 
Christians of Sf. Thomas the unpardonable guilt of heresy and 
schism. Instead of owning themselves the subjects of the Roman 
pontiff, the spiritual and temporal monarch of the globe, they ad­
hered, like their ancestors, to the cpmmunion of the Nestorian 
patriarch; and the bishops whom he ordained at }\Iosul traversed 
the dangers of the sea and land to reach their diocese on the coast 
of Malabar. In their Syriac liturgy the names of Theodore and 
Nestorius were piously commemorated: they umted their adora­
tion of the two persons of Christ; the title of Mother of God was 
offensive to their car, and they measured, with scrupulous avarice, 
!he honors of the Virgin :Mary, whom the superstition of the Lat­
IllS had almost exalted to the rank of a goddess. When her 
image was first presented to the disciples of St. Thomas, they in­
dignantiy exclaimed, "'Ve are Christians, not idolaters I" and 
their simple devotion was content with the veneration of the 
cross. Their separation from the ·Western world had left them in 
ignorance of the improvements, or corruptions, of a thousand 
years; and their conformity with the faith and practice of the 
fifth century would equally disappoint the prejudices of a Papist 
or a Protestant. It was the first care of the ministers of Rome to 
intercept all correspondence with the Nestorian patriarch, and 
several of his bishops expired in the prisons of the holy office. 
The flock, without a shepherd, w~,s assaulted by the power of the 
Portuguese, the arts of the Jesuits, and the zeal of Alexis de 
Menezes, archbishop of Goa, in his personal visitation of the coast 
of :Malabar. The synod of Diamper, at which he presided, con~ 
rmmmated the pious work of the reunion! and rigorously im­
posed the doctrine and discipline of the Roman cllUrch, without 
forgetting auricular confession, the strongest engine of ecclesias­
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tical torture. The memory of Theodore and N estorius was con­
demned, and Malabar was reduced under the dominion of the 
pope, of the primate, and of the Jesuits who invaded the see of 
Angamala or Cranganor. Sixty years of servitude and hypocrisy 
were patiently endured; but as soon as the Portuguese empire 
was shaken by the courage and industry of the Dutch, the Nes­
torians asserted, with vigor and effect, the religion of their fathers. 
The Jesuits were incapable of defending the power which they 
had abused; the arms of forty thousand Christians ~ere pointed 
against their falling tyrants; and the Indian archdeacon assumed 
the character of bishop, till a fresh supply of episcopal gifts and 

. SyriaQ. missionaries could be obtained from the patriarch of Baby­
lon. Since tho expulsion of the Portuguese, the N estorian creed 
is freely professed on the coast of Malabar. The trading com­
panies of Holland and England are the friends of .toleration j but 
if oppression be less mortifying than contempt, the Christians of 
St. Thomas have reason to complain of the cold and silent in­
difference of their brethren of Europe. 124 

II. The history of the l\Ionophysites is less copious and interest­
ing than that of the N estorians. Under the reigns of Zeno and 
Anastasius, their artful leaders surprised the ear of the prince, 
usurped the thrones of the East, and crushed on its native soil 
the school of the Syrians. The rule of the Monophysite faith 
was defined with exquisite discretion by Severus, patriarch of 
Antioch: he condemned, in the style of the Henoticon, the ad­
verse heresies of Nestorius; and Eutyches maintained against the 
latter the reality of the body of Christ, and constrained the Greeks 
to allow that he was a liar who spoke truth.12r. But the approxi­

. mation of ideas could not abate the vehemence of passion; each 
party was the mure astonished that their blind antagonist could 
dispute on so trifling a difference; the tyrant of Syria enforced 
the belief of his creed, and his reign was polluted with the blood 
of three hundred and fifty monks, who were slain, not perhaps 
without provocation or resistance, under the walls of Apamea. 126 
The successor of Anastasius replanted the orthodox standard in 
the East; Severus fled int€} Egypt; and his friend, the eloquent 
Xenaias, !21 who had escaped from the Ne~torians of Persia, was 
suffocated in his exile by the ~Ielchites of Paphlagonia. Fifty­
four bishops were swept from their thrones, eight hundred eccle­
siastics were cast into prison,128 and notwithstanding the ambigu • 
. ous favor of Theodora, the Oriental flocks, deprived of their shep­
herds, must insensibly have been either famished or poisoned. In 
this spiritual distress, the expiring faction was revived and 
'l!llited and perpetuated by the ~abors of a monk; and the name 
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of James Barn.dreus 129 has been preserved in t~e appellation of 
Jacobites, a familiar sound, which may startle the car of an English 
reader. From the holy confessors in their prison of Constantino· 
pIe, he received the powers of bishop of Edessa and apostle of 
the East, and the ordination of fourscore thousand bishopJ, 
priests, and deacons, is derived from the same inexhaustible 
source. The speed of the zealous missionary was promoted by 
the fleetest dromedaries of a devout chief of the Arabs; the doc­
trine and discipline of the Jacobites were secretly establi"hed ill 
the dominions of Justinian; and e'ach Jacobite was compelled to 
violate the laws and to hate the Roman legislator. 'fhe sue:. 
Qessors of Severus, while they lurked in convents or villages, while 
they sheltered their proscribed heads in the caverns of hermits, 
or the tents of the Saracens, still asserted, as they now assert, 
their indefeasible right to the title, the rank, and the preroga­
tives of patriarch of Antioch: under the milder yoke of the in­
fidels, they reside about a league from l\Icrdin, in the pleasant 
monastery of Zapharan, which they have embellished with cells, 
aqueducts, and plantations. The secondary, though honorable, 
place is filled by the maphrian, who, in his station at }\'[osul itself, 
defies ,the -Nestorian catholic with whom he contests the primacy 
of the East. Under the patriarch and the maphrian, one hun­
d~ed and fifty archbishops and bishol)S have been counted in tho 
different ages of the Jacobite church; but the order of the hier­
archy is relaxed or dissolved, and the greater part of their dio­
c~ses is confined to the neighborhood of the Euphratrs and the 
TIgriS. The cities of Aleppo and Amida, which are often visited 
by the patriarch, contain some wealthy merchants and industrious 
mechanics, but the multitude derive their scanty sustenance from 
their daily labor: and poverty, as well as superstition, may im­
pose their excessive fasts: ::five annual lents, during which both 
the clergy and laity abstain not only' from flesh or eggs, but even 
from the taste of wine, of oil, and of fish. Their present num­
bers are esteemed from ::fifty to fourscore thousand souls, the rem­
nant of a populous church, which has gradually decreased under 
the oppression of twelve centuries. Yet in that long period, 
some strangers of merit have been converted to the :M:onophysite 
faith, and a Jew was the father of Abulpharagius, :30 primate of 
the East, so truly eminent both in his life and death. In his life, 
he was an elegant writer of the Syriac and Arabic tongues, a poet, 
P~ysician, and historian, a subtile philosopher, and a moderate 
dIvine. In his death his funeral was attended hy his rival, the 
Nestorian patriarch, with a train of Greeks, and Armenians, who 
forgot their disputes and mingled their tears over the grave of 
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an enemy. The sect which was honored by the virtues of Abul. 
pharagius appears, however, to sink below the level of their Nee. 
torinn brethren. 'The superstition of the Jacobites is more abject, 
their fasts more rigid,131 their intestine divisions are more numer­
:lUS, and their doctors (as fur as I can measure the degrees of 
nonsense) ~re more remote from the precincts of reason. Some­
thing may possibly be allowed for the rigor of the Monophysite 
theology; much more for 'the superior influence of the monastic 
order. In Syria, in Egypt, in lEthiopia, the Jacobite monks 
have ever been distinguished by the austerity of their penance and 
the absurdity of their legends. Alive or dead, they are worship­
ped as the favorit.es of the Deity; the croiser of bishop and patri­
arch is reserved for their venerable hands j and they assume the 
government of me'n, while they are yet reeking with the habits 
and prejudices of the cloister. J3:l 

III. In the style of the Oriental Christians, the Munothelites of 
every age are described under the appellation of J.l1aronites,133 a 
name which has been insensibly transferred from a hermit to a 
monastery, from a monastery to a nation. l\Iaron, a saint or sav­
age of the fifth century, displayed his relif,rious madness in Syria; 
the rival cities of Apamea and Emesa disputed his relics, a stately 
church was erected on his tomb, and six hundred of his disciples 
united their solitary cells on the banks of the Orontes. In the 
controversies of the incarnation, they nicely threaded the ortho­
dox line between the sects of Nestorius and Eutyches; but the 
unfortunate' question of one will or operation in the two natures 
of Christ was generated 'by their curious leisure. 'I'heir proselyte, 
the emperor Heraclius, was rejected as a Maronite from the walls 
of Emesa; he found a refuge in the monastery of his brethren; 
and their theological lessons were repaid with the gift of a spacious 
and wealthy domain. The name and doctrine of this venerable 
school were propagated amoog the Greeks and Syrians, and their 
zeal is expressed by Macarius, patriarch of Antioch, who declared 
before the synod of Constantinople that, sooner than subscribe the 
two wills of Christ, he would submit to be hewn piecemeal and 
cast into the sea. lS4 A similar or a less cruel mode of persecution 
soon converted the unresisting subjects of the plain, while the 
glorious title of J.l1al'daites,136 or rebels, was bravely nw,intained 
by the hardy natives of rtfount Libanus. .John Maron, one of the 
most learned and popular of the monks, assumed the chamf!t.er of 
patriarch of Antioch; his neph3w, Abraham, at the head of the 
l\faronites, defended their civil and religious freedl)m agaiofif: the 
tyrants of the East. The son of the orthodox Constantine plir~11e(1 
with pious, hatred a people of soldiers, who might h,'\r~ stoot! tCla 
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bulwark of his empire against the common foes of Christ and of 
Rome.' An army of Greeks invaded Syria j the monastery of St. 
Maron was destroyed with fire; the bravest chieftains were be­
trayed and murdered" and twelve thousand of their followers 
were transplanted tu the distant frontiers of Armenia and Thrace. 
Yet the humble nation of the Maronites had survived the empire 
of Constantinople, and they still enjoy, under their Turkish mas­
ters, a free religion and a mitigated servitude. Their domestic 
~overnors arc chosen among the ancient nobility; the patriarch; 
III his monastery of Canobin, still fancies himself on the throne of 
Antioch ; nine bishops composed his synod, and one hundred and 
fifty priests, who retain the hberty of marriage, are intrusted with 
the care of one hundred thousand souls. Their country extends 
from t.he ridge of Mount Libanus to the shores of Tripoli j and 
the grndual descent alIords, in a narrow space, each variety of 
soil and climate, from the Holy Oedars, erect under the weight of 
snow,136 to the vine, the mulberry, and the olive-trees of the fruit­
ful valley. In the twelfth century, the Maronites, abjuring the 
:a!oncthplite error, were reconciled,to the Latin churches of An­
boch and Rome,137 and the same alliance has been frequently 
ren~wed by the ambition of the popes and the distress of the 
SY~lans. But it may reasonably be questioned, whether t~eir 
UllIon has ever been perfect or sincere j and the learned Maromtes 
of the college of Rome have vainly labored to absolve their ances­
tors from the guilt of heresy and schism. 1ss ' 
. IV. Since the age of Constantine, the ARMENIANS 139 had signal­
l~ed their attachment to the religion and empire of °the Chris­
tJanf\.* Th,e disorders of their country, and their ignorance of the 
Greek tongue, prevented their clergy from assisting at the synod 
?f 9halcedon, and they floated eighty-four years 140 in a state of 
l~dlfference or suspense, till their vacant faith was finally occu­
pIed by the missionaries of Julian of Halicarnassus,14I who in 
Egypt, their common exile, had been vanquished by the argu­
ments or the influence of his rival Severns, the 1\1onophS'site patri­
arch of Antioch. The Armenians alone are the pure disciples of 
Eutyches, an unfortunate parent, who has been renounced by t~e 
greater part of his spiritual progeny. They alone persevtlre III 
the opinion that the manhood of Christ was created, or existed, 
without creation, of a divine and incorruptible substance. Their 
adversaries reproach them with the adoration of a phantom j and 
they retort the accusation, by" deriding or execrating the. bl~s.. 
phemyof the Jacobites, who impute to the Godhead the vIle m· 

* See vol. 1. ch. xx. p. 612.-M. 
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firmities of the flesh, even the natural effects of nutrit:on and lii· 
gestion. The religion of Armenia could not derive much glory 
from the learning or the power of its inhabitants. The royalty 
expired with the origin of their schism; and their Ohristian kings, 
w~o arose and fell in the thirteenth century on the confines of 
Cilicia, were the clients of the Latins and the vassals of the Turk­

· ish sultan of Iconium. The helpless nation has seldom been per­
mitted to enjoy the tranquillity of servitude. From the earliest 
period to the present hour, Armenia has been the theatre of per­
petual war: the lands between Tauris and Erivan were dispeopled 
by the cruel policy of the Sophis; and myriads of Ohristian fami­
lies were transplanted, to perish or to propagate in the distant 
provinces of Persia. Under the rod of oppression the zeal of the 
Armenians is fervent and intrepid; they have often preferred the 
crown of martyrdom to the white turban of Mahomet; they de­
voutly hate the error and idolatry of the Greeks; and thpjr tran­
sient union with the Latins is not less devoid of truth than the 

·thousana bishops, whom their patriarch offered at the Jeet of the 
Roman pontiff. In The catlw~ic, or patriarch, of the Armenians, 
resides in the monastery of Ekmiasin, three leagues from Erivan. 
Forty-seven archbishops, each of whom may claim the obedience of 
four or five suffragans, are consecrated by his hand; but t.he far 
greater part are only titular prelates, who dignify with their pres­
ence and service the simplicity of his court. As soon as they 
have performed the liturgy, they cultivate the garden j and our 
bishops will hear with surprise, that the austerity of their life 
increases in jnst proportion to the elevation of their rank. In 
the fourscore thousand towns or villages of his spiritual empire, 
the patriarch receives a small and voluntary tax from each person 
above the age of fifteen ; but the .annual amount of six hundred 
thousand crowns is insufficient to supply the incessant demands of 
charity and tribute. Since the beginning of the last century, the 
Armenians have obtained a large and lucrative share of the com­
merce of "the East: in their return from Europe, the caravan 

· usually halts in the neighborhood of·Erivan, the altars are en­
riched with the fruits of their patient industry, and the faith of 
Eutyches is preached in their recent congregations of Barbary and 
Poland. 143 , 

Y. In the rest of the Roman empire, the despotism of the prince 
might eradicate or silence the sectaries of an obnoxious creed. 
But the stubborn temper of the Egyptians maintained their oppo­
sition to the synod of Ohalcedon, and the policy of Justinian con­
descended to expect and to seize the opportunity of discord. 
The !lonophysite church of Alexandria IH was torn by the disputes 
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«"f the corruptibles and incorrupt£bles, and on the death of the patri­
arch, the two factions upheld their respecthc candidates. ar. 
Gaian was the disciple of Julian, TGeodosius had been the pupil 
of Severus: the claims of the former were supported by the con~ 
f:ent of the monks and senators, the city and the province; the 
la.tter depended on the priority of his ordination, the favor of the 
empress Theodora, and the arms of the eunuch Narses, which 
might have been used in more honorable warfare. The exile of 
the popular candidate to Carthage and Sardinia inflamed the 
ferment of Alexandria; and after a schism of one hundred and 
seventy years, the Gaianites stilllcvered the memory and doctrine 
of their founder. The strength of numbers and of discipline was 
tried in a desperate and bloody conflict; the streets were filled 
with the dead bodies of citizens and soldiers; the pious women, 
ascending the roofs of their houses, showered down every sharp 
or ponderous utensil on the heads of the enemy; and the final 
victory of N arses was owing to the flames, with which he wasted 
the third capital of the Roman world. But the lieutenant of J us­
tinian had not conquered in the cause of a heretic; Theodosius 
llimself was speedily, though gently, removed; and Paul of 
Tanis, an orthodox monk, was raised to the throne of Athanasius. 
The pow€rs of government were strained in his support; he might 
appoint or displace the dukes and tribunes of Egypt; the allow­
ance of bread, which Diocletian had granted, was suppressed, 
the churches were shut, and a nation of schismatics was deprived 
at once of their spiritual and carnal food. In his turn the tyrant 
was excommunicated by the zeal and revenge of the people: and 
none except his 3ervile )[elchites would salute him as a man, a 
Ohristian, or a bishop. Yet such is the blindness of ambition, 
that, when Paul was expelled on a charge of murder, he solicited, 
with a bribe of seven hundred pounds of gold, his restoration to 
the same station of batred and ignominy. His successor ApolIi­
naris entereil the hostile city in military array, alike qualified for 
prayer or for battle. His troops, under arms, were distributed 
through the streets; the gates of the cathedral were guarded, 
and a chosen band was stationed in the choir, to defend the per­
son of their chief. He stood erect on his throne, and throwing 
aside the upper garmeut of a warrior, suddenly appeared before 
the eyes of the multitude in the robes of. patriarch of Alexandria. 
Astonishment held them mute; but no sooner had Apollinaris be­
~n to read tho. tome of St. Leo than a volley of curses and invec­
tIves and stones assaulted the odious minister of the emperor and 
the synod. A. charge was instantly sounded by the successor of the 
apostles; the soldiers waded to their knees in blood; and two· 
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hundred thousand Christians are said to have fallen by the sword .. 
an incredible Lccount, even if it be extended from the slaughter 
of a day to the' eighteen years of the reign of Apollinaris. rrWQ 

succeeding patriarchs. Eulogius,146 and John,H7 labored in the 
conversion of heretics, with arms and arguments more worthy of 
their evangelical profession. The theological knowledge of Eulo­
gius was displayed in many a volume, which magnified the errors 
of Eutyches and Severus, and attempted to reconcile the ambigu­
ous language of St. Cyril with the orthodox creed of Pope Leo 
and the fathers of Chalcedon. The bounteous alms' of .Tohn the 
eleemosynary were dictated by superstition, or benevolence, or 
policy. Seven thousand five hundred poor were maintained at his 
expense; on his accession I he found eight thousand pounds of gold 
in the treasury of the church; he collected ten thousand from 
the liberality of the faithful; yet the primate could boast in his 
testament that he left behind him no more than the third part of 
the smallest of the silver coins. The churches of Alexandria were 
delivered to the Catholics, the religion of the Monophysites was 
proscribed in Egypt, and a law was revived which excluded tho 
natives from the honors und emoluments of the state. 
- A more important conque~t still remained, of the patriarch, the 
oracle and leader of the Egyptian church. Theodosius had 1'0­

eisted the threats and promises of Justinian with the spirit of an 
apostle or an enthusiast. "Such," replied the patriarch, "were 
the offers of the tempte!" when he showed the kingdoms of the 
earth. But my soul is far dearer to me than Hfe or dominion. 
The churches are in the hands of a prince who can kill the body; 
but my conscience is my own; and in exile, poverty, or chains, I 
will steadfastly adhere to the faith of my holy predecessors, Atha­
n:lsius, Cyril, and Dioscorus.' Anathema to the tome of Leo and 
the synod of Chalcedon! Anathema- to all who embrace their 
creed! Anathema to them now and forevermore r Naked came 
lout of my mother's womb, naked shall I descend into the grave. 
Let those who love God follow me and seek their salvation." 
After comforting his brethren, he embarked for Constantinople, 
and sustained, in six successive interviews, the almost irresistible 
weight ~f the royal presence. His opinions were fav(}rably ente1'­
taineu in the palace and the city; the influence of Theodora as­
sured him a safe conduct and 'honorable dismission; and he 
ended his days, though not on. the throne, yet in the bosom, of 
his native country. On the news of his death, Apollinaris inde­
cently feasted the nobles and the clergy; but his joy.was checked 
by the intelligence of a new election; and while he enjoyed the 
wealth of Alexandria, his rivals reigned in the monnsteries 01 
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Thebais, and were maintained by the voluntary oblations of the 
people. A perpetual succession of patriarchs arose from the ashes 
of 'l'heodosius; and the Monophysitc churches of Syria and Egypt 
were united by the name of Jacobites and the communion of the 
faith. But the @ame faith, which has been confined to a narrow 
sect of the Syrians, was diffused over the mass of the Egyptian. or 
Coptic nation; who, almost unanimously, rejected the decrees of 
t~e synod of ChrJcedon. A thousand years were now elapsed 
SInce Egypt had ceased to be a kingdom, since the conquerors of 
Asia and Europe had trampled on the ready necks of a peonle, 
w.hose ancient wisdom and power ascend beyond the ]'ecord~ of 
hIstory. The conflict of zeal and persecution rekindled some 
sparks of their national spirit. They abjured, with a foreign 
heresy, the manners and language of the Guo!eks: every J\fcl­
chite, in their eyes, was no stranger, every Jacobite a citizen; the 
alliance of marriage, the offices of humanity, were condemned as 
a deadly sin; the natives renounced all allegiance to the em­
peror; and his orders, at a distance from Alexandria, were 
obeyed only under the pressure of military force. A generous 
effort miglit have 'redeemed the religion and liberty of Egypt, and 
!ler six hundred monasteries might have poured forth their myr­
l~ds of holy warriors, for whom death should have no terrors, 
SInce life had no comfort or delight. But experience has proved 
the distinction of active and passive courage; the fanatic who 
endures without a groan the torture of the rack or the stake, 
would tremble and fly before the face of an armed enemy. The 
Pusillanimous temper of the Egyptians could only hope for a 
change of masters; the arms of Chosroes depopulated the land, 
yet nnder his reign the Jacobites enjoyed a short and precarious 
respite. The victory of Reraelius renewed and aggravated the per­
secution, and the patriarch again escaped from Alexandria to the 
desert. In his flight, Benjamin was encouraged by a voice, which 
~ade him expect, at the end of ten years, the aid of n foreign na­
tlon, marked, like the Egyptians themselves, with the ancient rite 
of circumcision. The character of these deliverers, and the nature 
of the deliverance, will be hereafter explained; and I shall step 
Over the interval of eleven centuries to observe the present misery 
of !he Jacobites of Egypt. The populous city of Cairo affords a 
reSIdence, or rather a shelter, for their indigent patriarch, and a 
remnant of ten bishops; forty monasteries have survived the in­
roads of the Arabs; and the progress of servitude and apostasy 
has reduced the Ooptic nation to the despicable number of twenty­
five or thirty thousand families; 148 a race of illiterate beggars, 
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whose only consolation is derived from the superior wretchedness 
of the Greek patriarch and his diminutive congregation. 149 

VI. The Coptic patriarch, a rebel to the Cresars, or a slave to 
the khalifs, still gloried in the filial obedience of the kings of 
Nubia and A5thiopia. He repaid their homage by magnifying 
th~ir greatness; and it 'Yas boldly asserted that they could bring 
into the field a hundred thousand horse, with an equal number of 
camels; 160 that their hand could pour out or restrain the waters 
of the Nile; 1r.l and the peace and plenty of Egypt was obtained, 
even in this world, by the intercession of the patriarch. In exile 
at Constantinople, Theodosius recommended to his patroness the 
conversion of the black nations of Nubia, from the Tropic of Can­
cer to the confines of Abyssinia. m _Her design was suspected and 
emulated by the more orthodox emperor. Tile rival missionaries, 
a Melchite and a Jacobite, embarked at the same time; but the 
empress, from a motive of love or fear, was more effeGtually 
obeyed; and the Catholic priest was detained by the president of 
Thebais, while the king of Nubia and his courtwel'e, hastily bap­
tized in the faith of Dioscorus. The tardy envoy of Justinian was 
received and dismissed with honor: but when he accused the 
heresy and treason of the Egyptians, the negro convert was in­
structed to reply that he would never abandon his brethren, the 
true believers, to the persecuting ministers of the synod of Chal­
cedon.153 During several ages, the bishops of Nubia were named 
and consecrated by the Jacobite patriarch of Alexandria: as late 
as the twelfth century, Ohristianity prevailed ; and some rites, 
some ruins, are still visible in the savage towns of Sennaar and 
Dongola.1u But the N ubians at length executed their threats of 
returning to the worship of idols; the climate required the indul­
gence of polygamy, and they have finally preferred the triumph of 
the Koran to the abasement of the Cross. A metaphysical relig­
ion may appear too refined for the capacity of the negro race: yet 
a black or a parrot might be taught to repeat the words of the 
Chalcedonian or Monophysite creed. 

Christianity was more deeply rooted in the Abyssinian empire; 
and, although the correspondence has been sometimes inten'upted 
above seventy or a hundred years, the mother-church of Alexan­
dria retains her colony in a state of perpetual pupilage. Seven 
bishops once composed the .LEthiopic synod: had their numb~r 
amounted to ten, they might have elected an independent pr!­
mate; and one of their kings was ambitious of promoting hIS' 
brother to the ecclesiastical throne. But the event.was foreseen, 
the increase wus denied; the episcopa,l office hus been grad~il:llY 
confined to the abuna,16:; the head and author of the AbysSlDlun 

http:Dongola.1u


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 377 

priestllOod; the patriarch supplies each vacancy with an Egyptian 
Inonk; and the character of a stranger appears more venerable in 
the eyes of the people, ~ess dangerous in those of the monarrh. 
Tn the sixth century, when the f'!~hism of Egypt was cOIlfirmed, 
the rival chiefs, with their patrons, Justiniun and Theodora, 
~trove to outstrip each other in the conquest of a remote and inde­
l~endent province. The industry of the empress was again victo­
tiOUS, and the pious Theodora has established in that sequestered 
church the laith and discipline of the Jacobites. 166 Encompussed 
on all sides by the enemies'of their religion, the lEthiopians slept 
ncar a thousand years, forgetful of the world, by whom they were 
forgotten. They were awakened by the Portuguese, who, turning 
the southern promontory of Africa, appeared in India and the 
Rcd Sea, as if they had- descended through the air from a distant 
planet. In the first moments of their interview, the subjects of 
R.ome and Alexandria observed the resemblance, rather than the 
dIfference, of their faith; and each nation expec~ed the most im­
portant benefits from an alliance with their ChriBtian hrethren. 
In their lonely situation, the 1Ethiopians had almost relapsed into 
the savage life. Tl1eir vessels, which had traded to Ceylon, 
scarcely presumed to navigate the rivers of Africa; the ruins of 
Axume were deserted, the nation was scattered in villages, and 
the emperor, a pompous name, was content, both in peace apd 
war, with the immovable residence of a camp. Conscious of their 
?wn indigence, the Abyssinians had fonned the rational project of 
Importing the arts and ingenuity of Europe; 167 and their amhas­
sa~ors at Rome and Lisbon were instructed to solicit a colony of 
s~lths, carpenters, tilers, masons, printers,· surgeons, and physi­
CIans, for the use of their country. Rut the public danger soon 
~al1ed for the instant and effectual aid of arms and soldiers, to de­
~end an unwarlike people from the barbarians who ravaged the 
mland country, and the Turks and Arabs who advanced from the 
sea-coast in more formidable array. 1Ethiopia was saved by four 
~ulldred and fifty PortugueEie, who displayed in the field the na­
tIve valor of Europeans and the artificial power of the musket 
and cannon. In a mom~nt of terror, the emperor had promised to' 
rec0!lcile himself and his subjects to the Catholic faith; a L~tin 
patrulrch represented the supremacy of the pope: 168 the empIre, 
enlarged in a tenfold proportion, was supposed to contain more 
gold than the mines of America; and the !vildest hopes of avarice 
and zeal were built on the willing submission of the Christians of 
Africa. 

But the vows which pain had extorted were forsworn on the re­
turn of health. The Abyssinians still adhered with unshaken 
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constancy h.. dIe Monophysite faith; their languid belief was in .. 
flamed by the exercise of dispute j they branded the Latins with 
the names of Arians and Ncstorianst and imputed the adoration of 
four gods to those who separated the two natures of Christ. Fre­
IDc)lla

J 
a. place of worship. or rather of exile, was assigned to tho 

Jesuit missionaries. Their skill ill the liberal and mechanic arts, 
their theological learning, and the decency of their manners, in­
spired a barren esteem; but they were not endowed with, the gift 
of miracles,15) and they vainly solicited a re-enforcement of Euro­
pean troops. The patience and dexterity of forty years at length 
obtained 3 more favorable audience, and two emperors of AbYli­
sinm were persuaded that Rome cuold insure the temporal and 
everlasting happiness of her votaries. The first of these royal 
converts Lost his crown and his life; and the rebel army was sanc­
tified by the abuna. who hurled an anathema at the apostate, and 
absolved his subjects from their ,oath of fidelity_ The fate (j{ 
Zadenghel was r~venged by the courage and fortune of Susneus, 
who ascended the throne under'- the name of Segued, and more 
vigorously prosecuted the pious enterprise of his kinsman. After 
the amusement of some unequal combats between the Jesuits and 
his illiterate priests, the emperor declared himself a proselyte to 
the synod of Chalcedon, presuming that his clergy and people 
would embrace without delay the religion of their prince. 'fhe 
liberty of choice was succeeded by a, law, which imposed, under 
pain of death, the belief of the two natures of Christ: the Abys­
sinians were enjoined to work and to play on the Sabbath; nnd 
Segued, in the face of Europe and Africa, renounced his connec­
tion with the Alexandrian church. .A. Jesuit, Alphunso :lV1endez, 
the Catholic patriarch of .iEthiopia, accepted, in the name of 
Urban VIII., the homage and abjuration of his penitent. "I co~· 
fess," said the emperor on his knees, " I confess that fhe pop" IS 

the vicar of Christ, the successor of St. Peter, and the sovereign 
of the world. To him I swear true obedience, and at his feet I 
offer my person and kingdom." A ~imilar oath was repeated by 
Jlis son, his brother, the clergy, the nobles, and even the ladies of 
the court: the Latin patriarch was invested with honors a~d 
wealth ; and his missionaries erected their churches or citadels In 
the most convenient stations of the empire. The Jesuits thern­

,selves deplore the fatal indiscretion of their chief, who forgot the 
mildness of the Gospel f\nd the poli~ of his order, to introduce 
with hasty violence the liturgy of Rome and the inquisitio~ of 
Portugal. He condemned the ancient practice of circumciSIOn, 
which health, rather than superstition, had first invented in tho 
climate of .iEthiopia. 16u A new baptism, a new ordination, was 
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inflicted on the natives; and they trembled with horror when the~ 
!Dost holy of the dead were torn from their graves, when the most 
11lustrious of tile living were excommunicated by a foreign priest. 
In the defence of their religion and liberty the Abyssinians rose 
in arms, with desperate but unsuccessful zeal. Five rebel1ions 
were extinguished in the blood of the insurgents: two abunas 
were slain in battle, whole legions were slaughtered in the fiela, 
or suffocated in their caverns; and neither merit, nor rank, nor 
sex, could save from an ignominious death the enemies of Rome. 
But the victorious monarch was finally subdued by the constancy 
of the nation, of his mother, of his son, and of his most faithful 
friends. Segued listened to the voice of pity, of reason, perhaps 
of fear: and his edict of liberty of conE.cience instantly revealed 
the tyranny and weakness of the Jesuits. On the death of his 
fa~her, Basilides expelled the Latin patriarch, and restored to the 
WIshes of the nation the faith and the discipline of Egypt. The 
Monophysite churches resounded with a song of triumph, "that 
the sheep of -iEthiopia were now delivered from the byrenas of the 
West;" and the gates of that solitary realm were forever shut 
against tlle arts, the science, und the funaticism of Europe. 161 

CHAPTER XLVIII. 

I'LAN OF THE LAST -TWO VOLUMES.-SUCCESSION AND CHARACTERS 
OF THE -GREEK ElfPEROUS OF CONSTANTINOPLE, FROM TIlE 
TUlE OF HERACLIUS TO THE LATIN CONQUEST • 

. I HAVE now deduced from Trajan to Constantine, from Constan­
tI~e to Reraclius, the regular series of the Roman emperors; and 
fa~thfully exposed the prosperous and adverse fortunes of their 
relgns. Five centuries of the decline and f~ll of the empire have 
al:eady elapsed; but a period of more than eight hunared years 
stIll separates me fl'om the term of my labors, the taking of Con­
stantinople by the Turks. Should I persevere in the same course, 
should 1 observe the same measure, a prolix and slender thread 
would be spun through many a volume, nor would the patient 
re~der find an adequate reward of instruction or amusement. At 
every step, as we sink deeper in the decline and fall of the East­
ern empire, the annals of each succeeding reign would impose a 
~ore ungrateful and melancholy task. 'rhese annals must con­
tmue to repeat a tedious and uniform tale of weakness and mis­
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ery; the natural connection of causes and events would bo ')roken 
by frequent and hasty transitions, and a minute accumulation of 
circumstances must destroy thi light and effect of those general 
pictures which compose the use and ornament of a remote history. 
Fl"OID the time of HeraC'lius, the Byzantine theatre is contracted 
and darkened: the line of empire, which had been defined by the 
.laws of Justinian and'the arms of Belisarius, recedes on all sides 
from our view; the Roman name, the proper subject of our in­
quiries, is reduced to a narrow corner of Europe, to the lonely 
suburbs of Constantinople; and the fate of the Greek empire has 
been compared to that of the Rhine, which loses itself in the 
sands, before its waters can mingle with the ocean. The scale of 
dominion is diminished to our view by the distance of time and 
place; nor is the loss of external splendor compensated by the 
noLler gifts of virtue and genius. In the last moments of her de­
cay, Constantinople was doubtless more opulent and populous 
than Athens at her most flourishing rera, when a scanty sum of 
six thousand talents, or twelve hundred thousand pounds ster­
ling, was possessed by twenty-one thousand male citizens of nn 
adult age. But each of these citizens was a freeman, who dared 
to assert the liberty of his thoughts, words, and actions; whose 
person and property were guarded by equal law; and who exer­
cised his independent vote in the government of the republic. 
Their numbers seem to be multiplied by the stronO" and various 
discriminations of character; under the shield of fr~edom, on the 
wings of emulation and vanity, each Athenian aspired to the level 
of the national dignity; from this commanding eminence some 
chosen spirits soared beyond the reach of a vulgar eye; and the 
chances of superior merit in a great and populous kingdom, as the 
~re proved by experience, would excuse the computation of im­
aginary millions. The territories of Athens, Sparta, and their allies, 
do not exceed a moderate province of France or England; but 
after the trophies of Salamis and Platea, they expand in Ollr 
fancy to the gigantic size of Asia, which had been trampled under 
the feet Of the victorious Greeks. But the subjects of the Byzan­
tine empire, who assume and dishonor the names both of Greeks 
and Romans, present a dead uniformity of abject vices, which are 
neither softened by the weakness of humanity, nor animated by 
the vigor of memorable crimes. The freemen of antiquity might 
repeat with generous enthusiasm the sentence of Homer, "that 
011 the first day of his servitude, the captive is deprived of one 
half of his manly virtue." But the poet had only seen the effects 
of civil or domestic slavery, nor could he foretell that the sec~nd 
moiety of m~nhood must be annihilated by the spiritual despotIsm 
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which shackles- not only the actions, but even the thoughts, of 
the prostrate vot.ary. By this double yoke, the Greeks were op­
pressed under the successors of Beraelius; the tyrant, a law of 
eternal justice, was degraded by the vices of his subjects; and on 
the throne, in the camp, in the schools, we search, perhaps with 
fruitless diligence, the names and characters that may deserve to 
be rescued from oblivion. Nor are the defects of the subject 
compensated by the skill and variety of the painters. Of a space 
of. eight hundred years, the four first centuries are overspread 
~lth a cloud interrupted by som~ faint and broken rays of histor­
lC light: in the lives of the emperors, from :Maurice to Alexius, 
Basil the lfacedonian has alone been the theme· of a separate 
work; and the absence, or loss, or imperfection of contemporary 
evidence, must be poorly supplied by the doubtful authority of 
more recent compilers. The four last centuries are exempt fro~ 
the reproach of penury; and with the Comnenian family, the his­
toric muse of Constantinople again revives, but her apparel is 
gaudy, her motions are without elegance, or grace. A succession 
of priests, or courtiers, treads in each other's footsteps in the 
same path of servitude and superstition: their views are narrow, 
their judgment is feeble or corrupt: and we close the volume of 
copious barrenness, still ignorant of the causes of events, the 
characters of the actors, and the manners of the times which they 
celehrate or deplore. The observation which has been applied to 
a man may be extended to a whole people, that the energy of the 
sword is communicated to the pen; and it will be found byex­
perience that the tone of history will rise or fall with the spirit of 
the-age.­

From these considerations, I should have abandoned without 
regret the Greek slaves and their servile historians, had I Hot re­
flected that the fate of the Byzantine monarchy is passively con­
nected with the most splendid and important revolutions which 
!lave changed the state of the world. The space of the lost prov­
lI~ces was immediately replenished with new colonies und rising 
kIngdoms: the active virtu~s of peace and war deserted from the 
vanquished to the victorious nations; and it is in their origin and 
conquests, in their religion and government, that we must explore 
the causes and effects of the decline and fall of the Eastern em­
pire. Nor will this scope of narrative, the riches and variety of 
these materials, be incompatible with the unity of design and 
com~osi~ion. As, in his daily prayers, the lIussulman of F~z or 
1?el~ stIll turns his face towards the temple of :Mecca, t~e hlsto­
"fInn s eye shall be always fixed on the city of Constantinople. 
The excursive line may embrace the wilds of Arabia and Tartary, 
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but the circle will be ultimately reduced to the decreasing limit of 
the Roman monarchy. . 

On this principle I shall now establish the plan of the last two 
volumes of the present work. The first chapter will contain, in a 
regular series, the emperors who reigned at Constantinople duriug 
a period of six hundred years, from the days of IIeracliui to the 
Latin conquest; a rapid abstract, which may be supported by a 
general appeal to the order and text of the original historians. In 
this introduction I shall confine myself to the revolutions of the 
throne, the succession of families, the personal characters of the 
Greek princes, the mode of thefr life and death, the maxims and 
influence of their domestic government, and the tendency of their 
reign to accelerate or suspend the downfall of the Eastern empire. 
Such a chronological review will serve to illustrate the various 
argument of the subsequent chapters; and each circumstance of 
the eventful story of the barbarians will adapt itself in a proper 
place to the Byzantine annals. The internal state of the empire, 
ana the dangerous heresy of the Pauliciuns, which shook the East 
and enlightened the 'Vcst, will be the subject of two separate 
chapters; but these inquiries must be postponed till our further 
progress shall have opened the view of the world in the ninth and 
tenth centuries of the Christian rera. Aiter this foundation of 
Byzantine history, the following nations wiil pass before our eyes, 
and each will occupy the space to which it may be entitled by 
greatness or merit, or the degree of connection with the Roman 
world and the present age. 1. The FRANKS; a general appella­
tion which includes all the barbarians of France, Italy, and Ger­
many, who were united by the sword and sceptre of Charle­
magne. The persecution of images and their votaries separated 
Rome and Italy from the Byzantine throne, and prepared the res­
toration of the Roman empire in the West. II. The ARABS or 
SARACENS. Three ample chapters will be devoted to this curious 
and interest-ing object. In the first, after a picture of the country 
and its inhabitants, I shall investigate the character of Mahomet j 

the character, religion, and success of the prophet. In the sec­
ond, I shall lead the Arabs to the conquest of Syria, Egypt, an~ 
Africa, the provinces of the Roman empire; nor can I check theIr 
victorious career till tht:ly have overthrown the monarchies of Per­
sia and Spain. In the third, I shall inquire how Constantinople 
and Europe were saved by the luxury and arts, the division a~d 
decay, of the empire of the caliphs. A. single chapter will In­
clude, III. The BULGARIANS, IV. HUNGARIANS, and, V. Ru~­
SIANS, who assaulted by sea or by land the provinces and the capll 
tal; but the last of these, so important in their present greatness, 
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will excite some curiosity in their origin and infancy. VI. The 
NORl\IANS; or rather the private adventurers of" that warlike peo­
ple, who founded a powerful kingdom in Apulia and Sicily, shook 
the throne of Constantinople, displayed the trophies of chivalry, 
and almost realized the wonders of romance. VII. The LATINS; 
the subjects of the pope, the nations of the West who enlisted uu­
del' the banner of the cross for the recovery or relief of the holy 
sepulchre. The Greek emperors were terrified and preserved by 
the myriads of pilgrims who marched to Jerusalem with Godfrey 
of Bouillon and the peers of Christendom. The second and third 
crusades trod in the footsteps of the first: Asia and Europe were 
lIlingled in a sacred war of two hundred years; and the Christian 
powers were bravely resisted, and finally expelled, by Saladin and 
the Mamelukes of Egypt. In these memorable crusades, a fleet 
and army of French and Venetlans 'were diverted fro~ Syria to 
the Thracian Bospllorus: they assaulted the capital, they sub­
verted the Greek monarchy; and a dynasty of Latin princes was 
seated near threescore years on the throne of Constantine. 
VI.II. The GREEKS themselves, during this period of captivity and 
exIle, must be considered as a foreign nation; the enemies, and 
again the sovereigns of Constantinople. Mhlfortune had rekin­
dled a spark of national virtue; and the Imperial series may be 
continued with some dignity from their restoration to the Turkish 
c?nquest. IX. The :MOGULS and TARTARS. By the arms of Zin­
gIS and his descendants, the globe was shaken from China to Po­
land and Greece: the sultans were overthrown: the caliphs fell, 
and the Cresars trembled on their throne. The victories of Timour 
S~spended above fifty years the final ruin of the Byzantine em­
pIre. X. I have already noticed the first appearance of the 
TURKS; and the names of the fathers, of Seljuk and Othman, dis­
criminate the two successive dynasties of the nation, which 
emerged in the eleventh century from the Scythian wilderness. The 
former established a potent and.plendid kingdom from the banks 
of the Oxus to An_tioch and Nice; and the first crusade was pro­
voked by the violation of Jerusalem and the danger of Constantino­
ple. From an humble origin the Ottomans arose, the scourge 
and terror of Christendom. Constantinople was besieged and 
taken by :Mahomet J1., -and his triumph annihilates the remnant, 
the image, the title, of the Roman empire in the East. The 
schism of the Greeks will be connected with their last calamities, 
and the restoration of learning in the Western world. I shall re­
turn from the captivity of the new to the ruins of ancient ROME; 
and the venerable name, the interesting theme, will sbed a ray of 
glOl'Y on the conclusion of my labors. 

R. E. iii.-13 
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THE emperor Heraclius had punished a tyrant and ascended his 
throne; and the memory of his reign is perpetuated by the tran· 
l!ient conquest, and irreparable loss, of the Eastern provinces. 
After the death of Eudocia, his first wife, he disobeyed the patri­
arch, and violated the laws, by his second marriage with his niece 
Martina; and the superstition of the Greeks beheld the judgment 
of Heaven in the diseases of the father and the deformity of his 
offspring. But the opinion of an illegitimate birth is sufficient to 
distract the choice, and loosen the obedience, of the people: the 
ambition of Martina was quickened by maternal love, and per­
haps by the envy of a step-mother; and the aged husband was 
too feeble to withstand the arts of 'conjugal allurements. Con­
stantine, his eldest son, enjoyed in a mature age the title of 
Augustus; but the weakness of his constitution required a col­
league- and a guardian, and he yielded with secret reluctance to 
the partition of the empire. The senate was summoned to the 
palace to ratify or attept the association of HeraclcorJas, the son of 
:Martina: the imposition of the diadem was consecrated by the 
prayer and blessing of the patriarch ; the senators and patricians 
adored the majesty of the great emperor and the partners of his 
reign j and as soon as the doors were thrown open, they were 
hailed by the tumultuary but important voice of the soldiers. 
After an interval of five months, the pompous ceremonies which 
formed the essence of the Byzantine state were celebrated in the 
cathedral and the hippodrome: the concord of the royal brothers 
was affectedly displayed by the younger leaning on the arm of the 
elder; and the name of :Martina was mingled in the reluctant or 
venal acclamations of the people. Beraclius survived this associ­
ation about two years: his last testimony declared his two sons 
tIle cqual heirs of the Eastern empire, and commanded them to 
honor his widow ::Martina as their mother and their sovereign. 

When Martina first appeared on the throne with the name and 
attributes of royalty, she was checked by a firm, though respect­
ful, opposition ; and the dying embers of Jreedom were kindled 
by the breath of superstitious prejudice. "We reverence," ex­
claimed the voice of a citizen, "we reverence the mother of our 
princes; but to those princes alone our obedience is due; and 
Constantine, the elder emperor, is of an age to sustain, in his own 
hands, the weight of the sceptre. Your sex is excluded by nature 
from the toils of government. How could you combat, hoW' 
could you answer, the barbarians, who, with hostile or fricndly 
intentions, may approach the royal city ~ lIay Heaven avert from 
the Roman republic this national disgrace, which would provoke 
the patience of the slaves of Persia I" :Martina descended from 
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the throne with indignation, and sought a refuge in the female 
apartment of the palace. The reign of Constantine the Third 
lasted only one hundred and three days: he expired in the thir­
tieth year of his age, and, although his life had been a long mal­
ady, a belief was entertained that poison had heen the means, and 
his cruel step-mother the author of his untimely fate. Martina 
reaped indeed the harvest of his death, and assumed the govern­
ment in the name of the surviving emperor; but the incestuous 
widow of Heraclius was universally abhorred; the jealousy of the 
people was awakened, and the two orphans whom Constantine 
had left became the objects of the public care. It was in vain 
that the son of :Martina, who was no more than fifteen years of 
age, was taught to declare himself the guardian of his nephews, 
one of whom he had presented at the baptismal font: it was in 
vain that he swore on the wood of the true cross to defend them 
against all their enemies. On his death-bed, the late emperor 
lu\d despatched a trusty servant to arm the troops and provinces 
of the East in the defence of his helpless children: the eloquence 
and liberality of Valentin had been successful, and from his camp 
of Chalcedon he boldly demanded the punishment of the assas­
sins, and the restoration of the lawful heir. The license of the 
soldiers, who devoured the grapes and drank the wine of their 
ASIatic vineyards, provoked the citizens of Constantinople against 
the domestic authors of their calamities, and the dome of St. So­
phia re-echoed, not.with prayers and hymns, but with the clamors 
and imprecations of an enraged multitude. At their imperious 
command, Heracleonas appeared in the pulpit with the eldest of 
the royal orphans; Constans alone was saluted as emperor of the 
Romans, and a crown of gold, which had been taken from the 
tomb of Heraclius, was placed on his head, with the solemn bene­
~iction of the patriarch. But in the tumult of joy and indigna­
tIon, the church was pillaged, the sanctuary was polluted by a 
promiscuous crowd of Jews and barbarians, and the }\:Ionothelite 
Pyrrhus, a creature of the empress, after dropping a protestation 
on the altar, escaped by a prudent flight from the zeal of the 
Catholics. A more serious and bloody task was reserved for the 
senate, who derived a temp~rary. strength from the consent of the 
soldiers and people. Tlle spirit of ~oman freedom revived the 
ancient and awful examples of the judgment of tyrants, and the 
Imperial culprits were deposed and condemned as the authors of 
the dl':J.th of Constantine. But the severity of the conscript 
father' was s~ained by the indiscriminate punishment of the inno~ 
fent ~<Cld the guilty: Martina and Heracleonas were sent~nced to 
;;l! ~, Jputation, the former of her tongue, the latter of hIS nose; 

http:dl':J.th
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and after this cruel execution, they consumed the remainder 01 
their days iu exile and oblivion. The Greeks who wero capable 
of reflection might find some consolation for their servitude by 
observing the abuse of power when it was lodged for a moment in 
the hands of an aristocracy. 

We shall imagine ourselves transported five hundred years back­
wards to the age of the Antonines, if we listen to the oration 
which Constans II. pronounced in the twelfth year of his age be­
fore the Byzantine senate. After returning' his thanks for tIle just 
punishment of the assassins, who had intercepted the fairest hopes 
of his father's reign, " By the divine Providence," said the young 
emperor, " and by your righteous decree, Martina and her incestu­
ous progeny have been cast headlong from the throne. Your 
majesty and wisdom have prevented the Roman state from degen­
eI'ating into lawless tyranny. I therefore exhort and beseech you 
t~ stand forth as the counsellors and judges of the common 
safety. " The senators were gratified by the respectful address 
and liberal donative of their sovereign ; but these servile Greeks 
were unworthy and regardless of freedom ; and in his mind, the 
lesson of an hour was quickly erased by the prejudices of the age 
and the habits of despotism.' He retained only a jealous fear lest 
the senate or people should one day invade the right of primogeni­
ture, and seat his brother Theodosius on an equal throne. By the 
imposition of holy orders, the grandson of Heraclius was disquali­
fied for the purplQ; but this ceremony, which seemed to profane 
the sacraments of the church, was insufficient to appease the 8US­

picions of the tyrant, and the death of the deacon Theodosius 
could alone expiate the crime of his royal birth.* His murder 
was avenged by the imprecations of the people, and the assassin, 
in the fulness of power, was driven from his capital into volun­
tary and perpetual exile. Constans embarked fQr Greece; and, as 
if he meant to retort the abhorrence which he deserved, he is said, 
from the Imperial galley, to have spit against the walls of his 
native city. After passing the winter at Athens, he sailed to 
Tarentum in Italy, visited Rome, t and concluded a long pilgrimage 
of disgrace and sacrilegious rapine, b~ fixing his residence at 
Syracuse. But if Constans could fly from his people, he could not 
fly from himself. The remorse of his conscience created a phan­
tom who pursued him by land and sea, by day and by night; and 

• His !oldiera. (aceor~ing to Abnlfaradji. Chron. Syr. p. 112) caned him another 
Cain. St. Martm, t. Xl. p. 379.-M. 

t He was received in Rome, and pillaged the churches. He carried off the brasS 
roor ot the Pantheon to Syracuse, or, as Schlosser conceive!,J. to Constantinople. 
Schlosser, Geschichte der bilder-sturmenden. Kaiser, p. SQ.-ln.. 
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the visionary Theodosius, presenting to his lips a cup of blood, 
said, or seemed to say, "Drink, brother, drink," a sure emblem 
of the aggravation of his guilt, since he had received from the 
hands of the deacon the mystic cup of the blood of Christ. Odi­
ous to himself and tu mankind, Constans perished by domestic, 
perhaps by episcopal, treason, in the capital of Sicily. _ A servant 
who waited in. the bath, after pouring warm water on his head, 
struck him violently with the vase. He fell, stunned by the 
blow, and suffocated by the water; and his attendants, who 
wondered at the tedious delay, beheld with indifference the 
corpse of their lifeless emperor. The troops of Sicily invested 
with the purple an obscure youth, whose inimitable beauty 
eluded, and it might easily elude, the declining art of the paint­
el's and sculptors of the age. 

Constans had left in the Byzantine palace three sons, the eldest 
of whom had been clothed iIi his inf~ncy with the purple. When 
the father summoned them to attend his person in Sicily, these 
precious hostages were detained by the Greeks, and a firm refusal 
informed him that they were the children of tbc state. The newg 
of his murder was conveyed with almost supernatural speed from 
Syracuse to Constantinople; and Constantine, the eldest of his 
sons, inherited his throne without being the heir of the public 
hatred. His subjects contributed, with zeal and alacrity, to chas­
tise the guilt and presumption of a province which had usurped, 
the rights of the senate and people; the young emperor sailed 
from the Hellespont with a powedul fleet; and the legions of 
Rome and Carthage were assembled under his standard in'the 
harbor of Syracuse. The defeat of the Sicilian tyrant was easy, 
his punishment just, and his beauteous head was exposed in the 
hippodrome: but I cannot applaud the clemency of a prince, 
,,:ho, among a crowd of victims, condemned the son of a patri­
CIan, for deploring with some bitterness the execution of a virtu­
ous father. The youth was castrated: he suryived the operation, 
and the memory of this indecent cruelty is preserved by the eleva­
tion of Germanus to the rank of a patriarch and saint. After 
pouring this bloody libation on his father's tomb, Constantine re­
turned to his capital; and the growth of his young beard during 
the Sicilian voyage was announced, by the familiar surname of 
Pogo nat us, to the Grecian world. But his reign, like that of his 
predecessor, was stained with fraternal discord. On his two bro~ 
thers, Heraclius and Tiberius, he had bestowed the title of Augus­
tus; an empty title for they continued to languish, without trust 
0; power, in the soiitude of the palace. At their secret instiga. 
bon, the troops of the Anatolian theme or province approached tho 
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.city on the Asiatic side, demanded for the royal brothers the par· 
tition or exercis~ of sovereignty, and supported their seditious 
claim by a theological argument. They were Christians (thp.y 
cried), and orthodox Catholics; the sincere vuta.ries of the holy 
and undivided Trinity. Since there are three equal persons in 
heaven, it is reasonable there shnuld be three equal p~rsons upon 
earth. The emperor invited these learned divines to a friendly 
conference, in which they might propose their arguments to the 
senate: they obeyed the summons, but the prospect of their bod­
ies llanging on the gibbet in the suburb of Galata reconciled their 
companions to the unity of the reign of Constantine. He par· 
doned his brothers, and their names were still pronounced in the 
public acclamations: but on the repetition or suspicion of a simi· 
lar offence, the obnoxious princes were deprived of their titles 
and noses,* in the presence of the Catholic bishops who were as· 
sembled at Constantinople in the sixth general synod. In the 
close of his life, Pogonatus was anxious only to establish the right 
of primogeniture -: the heir of his two sons, Justinian and Herac· 
lius, was offered on the shrine of St. Peter, as a symbol of their 
spiritual adoption by the pope; but the elder was alone exalted 
to the rank of Augustus, and the assurance of the empire. 

After the decease of his father, the inheritance of the Roman 
world devolved to Justinian II. ; and the name of a triumphant 
.lawgiver was dishonored by the vices of a boy, who Imitated his 
namesake only in the expensive luxury of building. His passiuns 
were strong; his understanding was feeble; and he was intoxi­
cated with a foolish pride, that his birth had given him the com­
:mand of millions, of whom the smallest commnnity would not 
have chosen him for their local magistrate. His favorite ministers 
were two beings the least susceptible of human sympathy, a 
eunuch and a monk: to the one he abandoned the palace, to the 
other the finances; the former corrected the emperor's mother 
with a scourge, the latter suspended the insolvent tributaries, with 
their heads downwards, over fl. slow and smoky til·e. Since the 
days of Commodus and Camcalla, the cruelty of the Roman 
princes had most commonly been the effect of their fear; but Jus­
tinian, who possessed some vigor of character, enjoyed the suffer­
ings, and braved the revenge, of his subjects, about ten years, till 
the measure was full, of his crimes, and of,their patience. . In tlo 

.. Schlosser (Gescbichte der bilder-stiirmenden. Kaiser, p. 90) supposes that the 
young p,rinces were mutilated after the first insurrection j that after this the acts 
were stIll inscribed ,vith their names, the princes being closely secluded in the pal­
ace. The improbability of this circumstance may be weighed againet Gibbon'S 
want of authority for his statement.-M. 
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dark dangeon, Leontius, a general of reputation, had groaned 
above three years, with some of the noblest and most deserving of 
the patricians: he was suddenly drawn forth to assume the gov­
ernment of Greece; and this promotion of an injured man was a 
mark of the contempt rather than of the confidence of his prince. 
As he was followed to the port by the kind offices of his friends, 
Leontius observed, with a sigh, that he was a victim adorned for 
l3acrifice, and that inevitable death would pursue his footsteps. 
They ventured to reply that glory and empire might be the. 
recompense of a generous resolution; that every order o{ men ab­
horred the reign of a monster; and that the hands of two hun­
dred thousand patriots expected only the voice of a leader. The 
night was chosen for their deliverance; and in the first effort of 
the conspirators the prrefect was slain, and the prisons were 
forced open: the emissaries of Leontius proclaimed it;t every 
street, "Christians, to St. Sophia!" and the seasonable text of 
the patriarch, " This is the day of the Lord I" was the prelude of 
an inflammatory sermon. From the church the people adjourned 
to the hippodrome: Justinian, in whose cause not a sword had 
been drawn, was dragged before these tumultuary judges, and 
their clamors demanded the jnst.ant death of the tyrant. But 
Leontius, whu was already clothed with the purple, cast an eye of 
pity on the prostrate son of his own benefactor and of so many em­
perors. The life of Justinian was spared; the amputation of his 
nose, perhaps of his tongue, was imperfectly performed: the 
happy flexibility of the Greek language could impose the name of 
Rhinotmetus; and the mutilated tyrant was banished to Cher­
sonrn in Crim-Tartary, a lonely settlement, where corn, wine, and 
oil, were imported as foreign luxuries. 

On the edge of the Scythian wilderness, Justinian still cher­
ished the pride of his birth, and the hope of his I'estoration. 
After three years' exile, he received the pleasing intelligence that 
his injury was avenged by a second revolution, and that Leo!ltius 
in his turn had been dethroned and mutilated by the rebel Apsi­
mar, who assumed the more respectable name of Tiberius. But 
the claim of lineal succession was still formidable to a plebeian 
usurper; and his jealousy was stimulated by the complaints and 
charges of the Chersonites, who beheld the vices of the tyrant in 
the spirit of the exile. With a hand of followers, attached to his 
person by common hope or common despair, Justinian fled from 
the inhospitable shore to the horde of the Chozars, who pitched 
their tents between the Tanais and Borysthenes. The khan enter­
tained whh pity and respect the royal sppliant: Phanagoria, once 
an opulent city, on' the Asiatic side of the Lake Mrootis, was 
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assigned for his residence ; and every Roman prejudice was stifled 
in his marriage with the sister of the barbarian, who seems, how­
ever, from the name of Theodora, to have received the sacrament 
of baptism. But the faithless Chozar was soon tempted by the 
gold of Cunstantin .. ple: and had not the design been revealed by 
the conjugal love of Theodora, her husband must have been assas­
sinated or betrayed into the power of his enemies. After stran­
gling, with his own hands. the two emissaries of the khan, Justin­
ian sent back his wife to her brother, and embarked on the Eux­
inc in search of new and more faithful allies. His vessel was as­
saulted by a v..iolent tempest; and one of his pious companions 
advised him to deserve the mercy of God by a vow of general for­
giveness, if he should be restored to the throne. -" Of forgive­
ness?" replied the intrepid tyrant: "may I perish this instant­
may the Almighty whelm me in the waves-if I consent to spare 
a single head of my enemies!" He survived this impious men­
ace, sailed into the mouth of the Danube, trusted his person in 
the royal village of the Bulgarians, and purchased the aid of Ter­
belis, a pagan conqueror, by the promise of his daughter and a 
fair pal"tition of the treasmes of the empire. The Bulgarian king­
dom extended to the confines of Thrace; and the two princes be­
sip-ged Constantinople at the head of fifteen thousand horse. Ap­
simar was dismayed by the sudden and hostile apparition of his 
rival, whose head had been promised by the Chozar, and of whose 
evasion he was yet ignorant. After an absence of ten years, the 
crimes of Justinian were faintly remembered, and the birth and 
misfortunes of their hereditary sovereign excited the pity of the 
multitude, ever discontented with the ruling powers; and by tho 
active diligence of his adherents, he was introduced into the city 
and palace of Constantine. 

In rewarding his allies, and recalling his wife, Justinian dis­
played some sense of honor and gratitude; * and Terbelis retired, 
after sweeping away a heap of gold coin, which_he measured with 
his Scythian whip. But never was vow more religiously per­
formed than the sacred oath of revenge which he had sworn 
amidst the storms of the Euxine. The two usurpers (for-I must 
reserve the name of tyrant for the conqueror) were dragged into 
the hippodrome, the one from his prison, the other from his pal­
ace. Before their execution, LeontiuB and Apsimar were cast 
prostrate in chains beneath the throne of the emperor; and Jus­
tinian, planting a foot on each of their necks, contemplated above 
'" . 

•* or tear, rather than of morc generous motives. Cpmparo Lo Beau, vol. xii. 
P 64.-11. . 
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an hour the chariot-race, while the inconstant people shouted, in 
the words of the Psalmist, "Thou shalt trample on the asp and 
basilisk, and on the lion and dragon shalt thou set thy foot I" 
1'he universal defection which he hall once experienced might 
provoke him to repeat the wish of Caligula, that the Roman peo, 
pIe had but one head. Yet I shall presume to observe that such 
a wish is unworthy of an ingenious tyrant, since his revenge and 
cruelty would have been extinguished by a single blow, instead of 
Ghe slow variety of tortures which Justinian inflicted on the vic­
tims of his anger. His pleasures were inexhaustible: neither pri­
vate virtue nor public service could expiate the guilt of active, or 
even passive, obedience to an established government; and, dur, 
iog the six years of his new rejgn, he considered the axe, tho 
cord, and the rack, as the only instruments of royalty. But his 
most implacable hatred was pointed against the Chersonites, who 
had insulted his exile and violated the laws of hospitality. Their 
remote situation afforded some means of defence, or at least of 
escape; and a grievous tax was imposed on Constantinople, to 
supply the preparations of a fleet and army. " All are guilty, and 
all must peri~h," was the mandate of Justinian; and the bloody 
execution was intrusted to his favorite Stephen, who was recom­
mended hy the epithet of the savage. Yet even the savago Ste­
phen imperfectly accomplished the intentions of his sovereign. 
The slowness of his attack allowed the greater part of the inhabi­
tants to withdraw into the country; and the minister of ven­
geance contented himself with reducing the youth of both sexes to 
a state of servitude, with roastiBg alive seven of the principal citi­
zens, with drowning twenty iu the sea, and with reserving forty~ 
two in chains to receive their doom from the mouth of the em.. 
peror. In their return, the fleet was driven on the rocky shore& 
of Anatolia; and Justinian applauded the obedience of the Eux~ 
ine, which had involved so many thouiands of his subjects and 
enemies in a common shipwreck: but the tyrant was still insati, 
ate of blood; and a second expedition was commanded to extir­
pate the remains of the proscribed colony. In the short interval, 
the Chersonites had returned to their city, and were prepared to 
die in arms ; the khan of the Chozars had renounced the cause of 
his odious brother; the exiles of every province were assembled 
in Tauris; and Bardanes, under the name of Philippicus, was in­
vested with the purple. The Imperial troops, unwilling and un­
able to perpetrate the revenge of Justinian, escaped his displeas­
u:e by abjuring his allegiance: the fleet, under their new sover­
a~gn, steered back a more auspicious course to the harbors of 
S1ll9pe and Constantinople, and every tongue was prompt to pro.. 
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nounce, every hand to execute, the death of the tyrant. Destl· 
tute of friends, he was deserted by his barbarian guards; and the 
stroke of the assassin was praised as an act of patriotiEm and Ro­
man Tirtue. His son Tiberius had taken refuge in a church; his 
aged.grandmother guarded the door; and the innocent youth, 
suspending round his neck the most formiuable relics, embraced 
with one hand, the altar, with the other the wood of the true 
cross. But. the popular fury that dares to trample on superstition 
is deaf to the cries of humanity; and the race of Heraclius was 
extinguished after a reign of one hundred years. 

Between the fall of the Herachan and the Ihe of the Isaurian 
dynasty, a short interval of six years is divided into three reigns. 
Bardanes, or Philippicus, was hailed at Constantinople as a hero 
who had delivered his country from a tyrant; and he might taste 
some moments of happiness in the first transports of sincere and 
universal joy. Justinian had left behind him an a.mple treasure, 
the fruit of cruelty und rapine: but this useful fund was soon and 
idly dissipated by his successor. On the festival of his birtll'iay, 
Philippicus entertained the multitudo with the games of the hip­
podrome; from thence he paraded through the streets with a 
thousand banners and a thousand trumpets; refreshed himself in 
the baths of Zeuxippus, and returning to the palace, entertained 
his nobles with a sumptuous banquet. At the meridian hour he 
withdrew to his chamber, intoxicated with flattery and wine, and 
forgetful that his example had made every subject a~bitious, and 
that every ambitious subject was his secret enemy. Some bold 
conspirators introduced themselves in the disorder of the feast; 
and the slumbering monarch was surprised, bound, blinded, and 
deposed, before he was sensible of his danger. Yet the traitors 
\Vere deprived of their reward; and the free voice of the senate 
and people promoted Artemius froI!l the office of secretary to that 
of emperor: he assumed the title of Anastasius the Second, and 
displayed in a short and troubleq reign the virtues both of peace 
and war. But after the extinction of the Imperial line, the rule 
of obedience was violated, and every change diffused the seeds of 
new revolutions. In a mutiny of the fleet, an obscurE! and reluc­
tant officer of the revenue was forcibly invested with the purple: 
after some months of a naval war, Anastasius resigned the scep­
tre; and the conqueror, Theodosius the Third, sUbmitte.d in his 
turn to thQ superior ascendant of Leo, the general and emperor of 
the Oriental troops. His two predecessors were permitted to em­
brace the ecclesiastical profession: the restless impatience of 
Anastasius tempted him to risk and to lose his life in a treasona­
ble enterprise; but the last days of Theodosius were honorable 



393 OF THE RO)IAN EMPIRE. 

and secure. The single sublime word, "HEALTH," which he in­
scribed on his tomb, expresses the confidence of philosophy or re­
ligion; and the fame of his miracles was long preserved among 
the people of Ephesus. 'l'his convenient shelter of the church 
might sometimes impose a lesson of clemency; but it may- be 
questioned whether it is for the public interest to diminish the 
perils of unsuccessful ambition. 

I have dwelt ~n the fall of a tyrant; I shall briefly represent 
the founder of a new dynasty, who is known to posterity by the 
invectives of his enemies, and whose public and private life is in­
volved in the ecclesiastical story of the Iconoclasts. Yet, in spite 

, of the clamors of superstition, a favorable prejudice for the char­
acter of Leo the Isaurian may be reasonably drawn from the ob­
scurityof his birth, and the duration of his"rcign.-I. In an age 
of manly spirit, the prospect of an Imperial reward would have 
kindled every energy of the mind, and produced a crowd of com­
petitors as deserving as they were desirous to reign. Even in the 
corruption and debility of the modem Greeks, the elevation of a 
plebeian from the last to the first rank of society, supposes some 
qualifications above the level of the multitude. He would proba­
bly be ignorant and disdainful of speCUlative science; and, in 
the pursuit of fortune, he might absolve himself from the obliga­
tions of benevolence and justice; but to his character we may 
ascribe the useful virtues of prudence and fortitude, the knowl­
edge of mankind, and the important art of gaining .their confi­
dence and directing their passions. It is agreed that Leo was a 
native of Isauria, and that Conon was his primitive name: The 
writers, whose awkward satire is praise, describe him as an itiner­
ant pedler, who drove an ass with some paltry merchandise to 
the country fairs; and foolishly relate that he met on the road 
some Jewish fortune-tellers, who promised him the Roman em­
pire, on condition that he should abolish the worship of idols. A 
more probable account relates the migration of his father from 
Asia :Minor to Thrace, where he exercised the lucrative trade of a 
grazier; and he must have acquired considerable wealth, since 
the first introduction of his son was procured by a supply of five 
hundred sheep to the Imperial camp. His first service was in the 
guards of Justinian, where he soon attracted the notice, and by 
degree3 the jealousy, of the tyrant. His valor and dexterity were 
conspicuous in the Colchian war: from Anastasius he received the 
c?mmand of the Anatolian legions, and by the suffrage of the sol­
dIers he was raised to the empire with the general applause of the 
Roman world.-II. In this dangerous elevation, Leo the Third 
supported liimself against the envy of his equals, the discontent 
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of a powerful faction, and the assaults of his foreign and domestic 
enemies. The Catholics, who accuse his religious innovations, 
are obliged to confess that they were undertaken with temper and 
conducted with firmness. Their silence respects the wisdom of 
his'administration and the purity of his manners. After a reign 
of twenty-four years, he peaceably expired in the palace of Con­
stantinople; and the purple which he had acquired was transmit­
ted by the Tight of inheritance to the third generation.* 

In a long reign of thirty-feur years, the son and successor of 
Leo, Constantine the Fifth, surnamed Copronymus, attacked with 
less temperate zeal the images or idols of the church. Their vota­
ries have exhausted the bitterness of religious gall, in their por-­
trait of thi~ spotted panther, this antichrist, this flying dragon of 
the serpent's seed, who surpassed the vices of Elagabalus and 
Nero. His reign was a long butchery of what~ver was most no­
ble, or holy, or innocent, in his empire. In person, the emperor 
assisted at the execution of his victims, surveyed their agonies, 
listened to their groans, and indulged, without satiating, his ap­
petite for blood: a plate of noses was accepted as a gratefuloffer­
mg, and his domestics were often scourged or mutilated by the 
royal hand. His surname was derived from his pollution of his 
baptismal font. The infant might be excused; but the manly 
pleasures of Copronymus degraded him below the level of a 
brute; his lust confounded the eternal distinctions of sex and 
species, and he seemed to extract some unnatural delight from the 
objects most offensive to human sense. In his religion the Icono­
clast was a Heretic, a Jew, a lIahometan, a Pagan, :'I.nd an Athe­
ist ; and his belief of an invisible power could be discovered only 
in his magic rites, human victims, and nocturnal sacrifices to 
Venus and.the dremons of antiquity. His life was stained with 
the most opposite vices, and the ulcers which covered his body 
anticipated before his death the sentiment of hell-tortures. of. 
these accusations, which I have so patiently copied, a part is re­
futed by its own absurdity; and in the private anecdotes of the 
life of princes, the lie is more easy as the detection is more diffi­
cult. Without adopting the pernicious maxim, that where much 
is alleged something must be true, I can, however, discern that 
Constantine the Fifth was dissolute and cruel. Calumny is more 

* During the latter .partor his reign, the'hostihties of the Saracens, who invested 
a Pergamenian, n'lmed Tiberiu8, with the purple, and proclaimed him as the sun or 
Justinian, and an earthquake, which destroyed the walls of Constantinople, com­
pelled Leo greatly to increase the burden of taxation upon hi~ Bubjects. A twelfth 
was exacted in addition to every anrens (voJ.lUlflu) as a wall tax. Theophanes, p­
»75. Schlosser, Bilder-litiirmend. Kaiser, p. 197.-M. 
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prone to exaggerate than to invent; and her licentious tongue is 
checked in some measure by the experience of the age and coun­
try to which she appeals. Of the bishops and monks, the gen­
erals and mf.tgistrate·s, who are said to have suffered under his 
reign, the numbers are recorded, the names were conspicuous, the 
execution was public, the mutilation visible and permanent.* 
The Catholics hated the person and government of Copronymus ; 
but even their hatred is a proof of their oppression. They dis­
sembled the provo{!ations which might excuse or justify his rigor, 
buJ:; even these --provocations must gradually inflame his resent­
ment and harden his temper in the use or ~he abuse of despotism. 
Yet the character of the fifth Constantine was not devoid of merit, 
11,Or did hie government always deserve the curses or the contempt 
of the Greeks. From the confession of his enemies, I am in­
formed of the restoration of an ancient aqueduct, of the redemp­
tion of two thousand five hundred captives, of the uncommon 
plenty of the times, and of the new colonies with which he re­
peopled Constantinople, and the Thracian cities. They reluctantly 
praise hls activity and courage j he was on horseback in the field 
at the head of his legions; and, although the fortune of his arms 
was various, he triumphed by sea and land, on the Euphrates and 
tIle Danube, in civil and barbarian war. Heretical praise must be 
cast into the scale to counterbalance the weight of orthodox in­
vective. The Iconoclasts revered the virtues of the princ~ :' forty 
years after his death they still prayed before the tOplb of the 
saint. A mirac.ulous vision was propagated. by fanaticism or 
fraud: and the Christian hero apveared on a milk-white steed, 
brandishing his lance against the Pagans of Bulgaria: "An ab­
surd fable," says the Catholic hietorian, "since Copronym.us is 
chained with the dremons in the abyss of hell. " 

Leo the Fourtl-!-, the son of the fifth and the father of the sixth 
Constantine, was of a feeble constitution both of mind t and 
body, and the principal care of his reign was the settlement of the 
succession. . The association of the young Constantine was urged 
by the officious zeal of his subjects; and the emperor, conscious 
of his decay, complied, after a prudent hesitatio.n, with their 
unanimous wishes. The royal infant, at the age of five'years, was 

* He is accused of burnin~ the library of Constantinople, fouuded l)y Julian, 
With its pre:,.ident and twelve professors. This eastern Sorbonue had dil:'comtitcd 
the Imperial theologians on the great question of image·worship. SchlosEcr ob­
serves that this accldental fire took place six 'years after the emperor had laid the 
~Uestioll of image-worship before the professors. Bilder-stiirmend. Kaiser, p. 264. 

ompare Le Beau, vol. xiI. p. 156.-M.t Schlosser thinks more highly of Leo'l! mind; but his only proof of his superi­
orlty is the Successes alhis generals against the Saracens. Schlosser, p. 25li.-1U. 
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crowned with his mother Irane; and the national consent was 
ratified by every circumst'lnce of pomp and solemnity that could 
dazzle the eyes or bind the conscience of the Greeks. An oath of 
fidelity wai administered in the palace, the ·church, and the hip­
podrome, to the several orders of the state, who adjured the holy 
names of the Son, and mother of God. " Be witness, 0 Christ! 
that we will watch over the safety of Constantine the son of Leo, 
expose our lives in his service, and bear true allegiance to his per­
son and posterity." They pledged their faith 011 the wood of th~ 
true cross, and the act of their engagement was deposited on the 
altar of St. Sophia. The first to swear, and the first to violate 
their oath, were the five sons of Copronymus by a second mar­
riage; and the story of these princes is singular and tragic. The 
right of primogeniture excluded them from the throne; the in­
justice of their elder brother defrauded them of a legacy of about 
two millions sterling; some vain titles were not deemed a suffi­
cient compensation for wealth and power; and they repeatedly 
conspired against their nephew, before and after the death ui his 
father. Their first attempt was pardon; for the second f)ft~nce *' 
they were condemned to the ecclesiastical state; and for the 
third treason, Nicephorus, the eldest and most guilty, was de­
prived of his eyes, and his four brothers, Christopher, Nicetas, 
Anthemeus, and Eudoxas, were punished, as a milder Bentence, 
by the amputation of their tongues. After five yearf,' confine­
ment, ther escaped to the church of St. Sophia, and displayed a 
pathetie spectacle to the people. " Countrymen and (,hl'istians," 
cried Nicephorns for himself and his mute brethren, ".brhold the 
sons of your emperor, if you can still recognize our features in 
this miserable state. A life, an imperfect life, is all t),at the mal­
ice of our enemies has spared. It is now threatened, hnd we now 
throw ourselves on your compassion." The rising mu.:mur might 
have produced a revolution, had it not been checked by the pres­
ence of a minister, who soothed the unhappy princes with flattery 
and h!>pe, and gently drew them from the sanctuary to the palace. 
They were speedily embarked for Greece, and Athens was allotted 
for the place o~ their exile. In this calm retreat, and in their 
helpless condition, Nicephorus and his brothers wert! tormented 
by the thirst of power, and tempted by a Sclavonian chicf, who 
offered to break their prison, and to lead them in arms, and in the 
purple, to the gates of Constantinople. But the Atheniun people, 
ever zealous in the cause of Irene, prevented her justic() ur cruelty j 

'" The second offence was on the accessron of the young Consta .. tine.-l1. 
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and the five sons of Copronymus were plunged in eternal darkness 
and oblivion. 

For himself, that emperor had chosen a barbarian wife, the 
daughter of the khan of the Chozars; but in the marriage of his 
heir he preferred an Athenian virgin, an orphan, seventeen years 
old, whose sole fortune must have consisted in her personal ac­
complishments. The nuptials of Leo and Irene were celebrated 
with royal pomp; she soon acquired the love and confidence of a 
feeble husband, and in his testament he declared the empress 
guarqian of the Roman world, arid of their son Constantine the 
Sixth, who was no more than ten years of age. During his cllild­
hood, Irene most ably and assiduously discharged, in her public 
administration, the duties of a faithful mother; and her zeal in 
the restoration of images has deserved the name and honors of a 
saint, which she still occupies in the Greek calendar. But the 
emperor attained the maturity of youth; the maternal yoke be­
came more grievous; and he listened to t11e favorites of his own 
age, who shared his pleasures, and were ambitious of sharing his 
power.' Their reasons convinced him of his right, their praises of 
his ability, to reign; and he consented to reward the services of 
Irene by a perpetual banishment to the Isle of Sicily. But her 
vigilance and penetration easily disconcerted their rash projects: a 
similar, or more severe, punishment was retaliated on themselves 
and their advisers; and Irene inflicted on the ungrateful prince 
the chastisement of a boy. After this contest, the mother and the 
son were at the head of two. domestic factions; and instead of 
mild influence and voluntary obedience, she held in chains a cap­
tive and an enemy. The empress was overthrown by the abuse of 
victory; the oath of fidelity, which she exacted to herself alone, 
Was pronounced with reluctant murmurs; and the bold refusal of 
the Armenian guards encouraged a free and general declaration, 
that Constantine the Sixth was the lawful emperor of the Ro­
mans. In this character he ascended his hereditary throne, and 
dismissed Irene to a life of solitude and repose. But her haughty 
spirit condescended to the arts of dissimulation: she flattered the 
bishops and eunuchs revived the filial tenderness of the prince, 
regained his confide~cc, and betrayed bis credulity. The charac­
ter of Constantine was' not destitute of sense or spirit j but his 
education had been stutliously neglected; and llis ambitious 
luother exposed to the public censure the vices which she had 
Jlourished, and the actions which she Aad secretly advised: his 
divorce and second marriage offended the prejudices of the 
clergy, and by his imprudent rigor he forfeited the attachment of 
the Armenian guards. A powerful conspirncy was formed for the 
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restoration of Irene; and the secret, though widely diffused, was 
.faithfully kept above eight months, till the emperor, suspicious 
of his danger, escapeu. from Constantinople, with the design of 
appealing to the provinces and armies. By this hasty flight, the 
\empress was left on the brink of the precipice; yet before she im­
rplored the mercy of her son, Irene addressed a private epistle to 
the friends whom she had placed about his person, with a men­
ace, that unless they accomplished, she would reveal, their treason. 
Their fear rendered them intrepid; they seized the emperor on 
the Asiatic shore, and he was tran'sported to the porphyry apart­
ment of the palace, where he had first seen the light. In the 
mind of Irene, ambition had stifled every sentiment of humanity 
and nature; and it was decreed in her bloody council that Con­
stantine should be rendered incapable of the throne: her emissa­
ries assaulted the sleeping prince, and stabbed their daggers with 
such violence and precipitation into his eyes as if they meant to 
execute a mortal sentence. An ambiguous passage of Theophanes 
persuaded the annalist of the church that death was the immedi­
ate consequence of this barbarous execution. The Catholics have 
been deceived or subdued by the authority of Baronius; and Pro­
testant zeal has re-echoed the words of a cardinal, desirous, as it 
should seem, to favor the patroness of images. * . Yet the blind 
son of Irene survived many years, oppressed by the court and 
forgotten by the world j the Isaurian dynasty was silentlyextin­
guished j and t.he memory of Constantine was recalled only by the 
nuptials of his daughter Euphrosyne with the emperor Michael 
the Second. . 

The most bigoted orthodoxy has justly execrated the unnatural 
mother, who may not easily he paralleled in the history of crimes. 
To her bloody deed supel'stition has attributed a subsequent dark-· 
ness of seventeen clays, during which many vessels in midday 
were driven from their course, as if the sun, a globe of fire so vast 
and so remote, could sympathize with the atoms of a revolving 
planet. On earth, the crime of Irene was left five years unpun­
ished; her reign was crowned with external splendor j and if she 
could siJence the voice of conscience, she neither heard nor re ... 
garded the reproaches of mankind. The Roman world bowed to 
the government of a female; and as she moved through the 
streets of Constantinople, the reins of foul' milk-white steeds were 
held by as many patricians, who marched on foot before the 
golden chariot of their queen. But these patricians were for the 

* Gibbon has been attacked on account of this statement, but is succel:'8fully de 
fended by Scblosser. B. S. Kaiser, p. ~7. Compare La Beau, c. xii. p. 372.-M. 
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most part eunuchs; and tlleir black ingratitude justified on this 
occasion the popular hatred and contempt. Raised, enriched, 
intrusted with the first dignities of the empire, they basely con­
spired against their benefactress; the great treasurer Nicephorus 
was secretly invested with the purple; her successor was intro­
duced into th<:: l)alace, and crowned at St. Sophia by the venal 
patriarch. In their first interview, she recapitulated with dignity 
the revolutions of her life, gently accused the perfidy of Nicepho­
rus, insinuated that he owed his life to her unsuspicious clem­
e.ncy, and for the throne and treasmes which she ~resigned, so­
bcited a decent and honorable retreat. His avarice refused this 
modest compensation; and, in her exile of the Isle of Lesbos, the 
empress earned a scanty subsistence by the labors of her distaff. 

}Iany tyants have reigned undoubtedly more criminal than 
Nicephorus, but none perhaps have more deeply incurred tIle 
universal abhorrence of their people. His character was stained 
with the three odious vices of hypocrisy, ingratitude, and ava­
rice: his want of virtue was not redeemed by any superior talents, 
nor his want of bllents by any pleasing- qualifications. Un skilful 
and unfortunate in war, Nicephorus was vanquished by the Sara­
cens, and slain by the Bulgarians; and the advantage of his 
death overbalanced, in th'e public opinion, the destruction of 0. 

Roman army. * His son and heir Stauracius escaped from the 
field with a mortnl wound; yet six months of an expiring life 
were sufficient to refute his indecent, though popular declaration, 
that he would in all things avoid the example of his father. On 
the near prospect of his decease, Michael, the great master of the 
palace, and the husband of his sister Procopia, was named .by 
every person of the palace and city, except by his envious brother. 
Tenacious of a sceptre now falling from his hand, he conspired 
against the life of his successor, and cherished the idea of chang­
ing to 8 democracy the Roman empire. But ~hese rash project~ 
served only to inflame the zeal of the people and to remove the 
scruples of the candidate: Michael the };'irst accepted the purple, 
and before he sunk into the grave, the son of Nicephorus im­
plored the clemency of his new sovereign. Had Mic]lael in an 
age· of peace ascended an hereditary' throne, he migl1t have 
reigned and died the father of his people: but his mild virtues 
were adapted to the shade of private life, nor was he capable of 
controlling the ambition of his equals, or of resisting the arms of 
the victorious Bulgarians. While his want of ability and success 

• Tho Syrian historian, Aboulfllradj ..ehron. Syr. p. 133, 139, poeaks ~f him .~s 8 
l)ra"e, prndent, and pious prince, formIdable to the Arabs. St. Mnrtm, c. Xll. p. 
4Q2. Compare Schlosser, p. 3OO.-M. 
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exposed him to the contempt of the soldiers, the masculine spirit 
of his wife Procopia awakened their indignation. Even the 
Greeks of the ninth century were provoked by the insolence of a 
female, who, in the front of the st;andards, presumed to direct 
their discipline and animate their valor; and their licentious 

)clamors advised the new Semiramis to reverence the majesty of a 
Roman camp. After an unsuccessful campaign, t}e emperor left, 
in their winter-quarters of Thrace, a disaffected army under the 
command of his enemies; and their artful eloquence persuaded 
the soldiers to break the dominion of the eunuchs, to degrade the 
husband of Procopia, and to assert the right of a military election. 
They marched towards the capital: yet the clergy, the senate, 
and the people of Constantinople, adhered to the cause of 
Michael; and the troops and treasures of Asia might have pro­
tracted the mischiefs of civil war. But his humanity (by the am­
bitious it will be termed his weakness) pt"otested that not a drop 
of Christian blood should be shed in his quarrel, and his messen­
gers presented the conquerors with the keys of the city and the 
palace. They were disarmed by his innocence and submission j 
his life and his eyes were spared; and the Imperial monk enjoyed 
the comfo_rts of solitude and religion. above thirty-two years after 
he had been stripped of the purple and separated from his wife. 

A rebel, in the time of Nicephorus, the famous and unfortunate 
Bardanes, had once the curiosity to consult an Asiatic prophet, 
who, after prognosticating his fall, announced the fortunes of his 
three principal officers, Leo the Armenian, Michael the Phrygian, 
and Thomas the Cappadocian, the successive reigns of the two 
former, the fruitless and fatal enterprise of the third. This pre­
diction was verified, or rather was produced, by tbe event. Ten 
:years afterwards, when the Thracian camp rejected the husband 
of Procopia, the crown was presented to the same Leo, the first in 
military rank and the secret author of the mutiny. A.s he affecte~ 
to hesitate, "with this sword," said his companion Michael, "I 
will open the gates of Constantinople to your Imperial sway; or 
instantly plunge it into your bosom, if you obstinately resist the 
just desires of your fellow-soldiers." The compliance of the 
Armenian was rewarded with the empire, and he reigned seven 
years and a half under the name of Leo the Fifth. Educated in a 
camp, and ignorant both of laws and letters, he introduced int? 
his civil government the rigor and even cruelty of military diSCI­
pline; but if his severity was sometimes dangerous to the inno­
cent, it was always formidable to the guilty. His religious incon­
stancy was taxed by the epithet of 9hameleon, but the Cataolics 
have acknowledged by the voice of a saint and c~>nfessors, t~at 
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the life of the Iconoclast was useful to the republic. The zeal of 
l.is companion Michael was repaid with riches, honors, and mili. 
tary command; and his subordinate talents were beneficially em­
ployed in the public service. Yet the Phrygian was dissatisfied 
at receiving as a favor a scanty portion of the Imperial prize which 
he had bestowed on his equal; and his discontent, which some­
times evaporated in hasty discourse, at length assumed a more 
threatening and hostile aspect against a prince whom he repre­
sented as a cruel tyrant. That tyrant, however, repeatedly de­
tected, warned, and dismissed the old companion of his arm~, 
till fear and resentment prevailed over gratitude; and Michael, 
after a scrutiny into his actions and designs, was co.victed of 
treason, and sentenc"ed to be burnt alive in the furnace of the pri­
vate baths. The devout humanity of the empress Theophano was 
fatal to her husband and family. A soiemn day, the twenty-fifth 
of December, had been fixed for the execution: she urged, that 
the anniversary of the Saviour's birth would be profaned by this 
inhuman spectacle, and Leo consented with reluctance to a de­
cent respite. But on the vigil of the feast, his sleepless anxiety 
prompted him to visit at the dQt\d of night the chamber in which 
his enemy was confined: he beheld him released from his chain, 
and stretched on his jailer's bed in a profound slumber. Leo was 
alarmed at these signs of security and intelligence; but though 
he retired with silent step::!, his entrance and departure were 
noticed by a slave who lay concealed in a corner of the prison. 
Under the pretence of requesting the spiritual aid of f\. confessor, 
Michael informed the conspirators that their lives depended on 
his discretion, and that a few hours were left to assure their own 
safety,. by the deliverance of their friend and country. On the 
great festivals, a chosen band of priests and chanters was admit­
ted into the palace by a private gate to sing matins in the chapel; 
and Looj" who regulated with ths-same strictness the discipJine of 
the choir and of the camp, was seldom absent from these early 
devotions." In the ecclesiastical habit, but with swords under 
their robes, the conspirators mingled with the procession, lurked 
in the angles of the chapel, and expected, as the signal of mur­
der, the intonation of the first psalm by the emperor himself. 
The imperfect light, and the uniformity of dress, might have 
favored his escape, whilst their assault was pointed against A 
harmless priest, but they soon discovered their mistake, and en­
c~mpassed on all sides the royal victim. Without a weapon and 
Wlt~out a friend, he grasped a weighty cross, and stood at bay 
~gamst the hunters of his life; but as he asked for mercy, "This 
18 the hour, not of mercy, but of vengeance," was the inexorable 
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reply. The stroke of a well-aimed sword separated from his body 
the right arm and -the cross, and Leo the Armenian was slain at 
the foot of the altar. 

A memorable reverse of fortune was displayed in Michael the 
Second, who from a defect in his speech was surnamed the Stam­
merer. He was snatched from the fiery furnace to the sover­
eignty of an empire; and as in the tumult a smith could not 
readily be founu, the fetters remained on his legs several hours 
after he was seated on the throne of the Cresars. The royal blood 
which had been the price of his elevation was unprofitably 
spent: in the purple he retained the ignoble vices of hi~ origin; 
and :Michael lost his provinces with as supine indifference as if 
they had been the inheritance of his fathers. His title was dis­
puted by Thomas, the last of the military triumvirate, who trans­
ported into Europe fourscore thousand 'barbarians from the banks 
of the Tigris and the shores of the Caspian. He formed the siege 
of Constantinople; but the capital was defended with spiritua1 
and carnal weapons; a Bulgarian king assaulted the camp of the 
Orientals, and Thomas had the misfortune, or the weakness, to 
fall alive into the power of the conqueror. The hands and feet 
of the rebel were amputated; he was placed on an ass, and, 
amidst the insults of the people, was led through the streets, 
which he sprinkled with his blood. The depravation of manners, 
as savage as they were corrupt, is marked by the presence of the 
emperor bimself. Deaf to the lamentations of a fellow-spldier, he 
incessantly pressed the discovery of more accomplices, till his 
curiosity was checked by the question of an honest or guilty min­
ister: "Would you give credit to an enemy against the most 
faithful of your friends'~" After the death of his first wife, the 
emperor, at the request of the senate, drew from her monastery 
Euphrosyne, the daughter of Constantine the Sixth. Her august 
birth might justify a stipulation in the marriage-contract, that 
her children should equally share the empire with their elder bro­
ther. But the nuptials of :Michael and Euphrosyne were barren; 
and she was content with the title of mother of Theophilus, his 
son and successor. 

The character of Theophilus is a rare example in which relig­
ious zeal has allowed, and perhaps magnified, the virtues of a 
heretic and a persecutor. His valor was often felt by the ene­
mies, and his justice by the subjects, of the monarchy; but t~e 
valor of Theophilus was rash and fruitless, and his justice arbI­
traryand cruel. He displayed the banner of the cross against the 
Saracens; but his five expeditions were concluded by a signal over­
throw: Amorium, the native city of his ancestors, was levelled 
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with the ground, and from his military toils he derived only the 
surname of the Unfortunate. The wisdom of a sovereign is com­
prised in the institution of laws and the choice of magistrates, 
and while he seems without action, his civil government revolves 
round his centre with the silence and order of the planetary sys­
tem. But the justice of Theophilus was fashioned on the model 
of the Oriental despots, who, in personal and irregular acts of au­
thority, consult the reason or passion of the moment, without 
measuring the sentence by the law, or the penalty by the offence. 
A poor woman threw herself at the emperor's fect to complain of 
a powerful neighbor, the brother of the empress, who had raised 
his palace wall to such an inconvenient height, that her humble 
dwelling was excluded from light and air! On the proof of the 
fact, instead of granting, like an ordinary judge, sufficient or am­
ple damages to the plaintiff, the sovereign adjudgf:ld to her use 
and benefit the palace and the ground. Nor was 'fheophilus con­
tent with this extravagant satisfaction: his zeal converted a civil 
trespass into a criminal act ;llnd the unfortunate patrician was 
stripped and scourged in the public place of Constantinople. For 
some venial offences, some defect of equity or vigilance, the prin­
cipal ministers, a proofect, a qurestor, a captain of the guards, were 
banished or mutilated, or scalded with boiling pitch, or burnt 
alive in the hippodrome: and as these dreadful exumples might 
b~ the effects of error or caprice, they must have alienated from 
hIS service the best and wisest of the citizens. But the pride of 
the monarch was flattered in the exercise of power, or, as he 
thought, of virtue j and the people, safe in their obscurity, ap­
plaUded the danger and debasement of their superiors. _ This ex­
traordinary rigor was justified, in some measme, by its salutary 
consequences j since, after a scrutiny of seventeen days, not a 
complaint or abuse could be found in the court or city; and it 
might be alleged that the Greeks could be ruled only with a rod 
of iron, and that the public intere!t is the motive and law of the 
Supreme judge. 'Yet in the crime, or the suspicion, of treason, 
th~t judge is of all others the most credulous and partial. Theo­
phIlul3 might inflict a tardy vengeance on the assassins of Leo and 
th~ saviors of his father; but he enjoyed the fruits of their 
cnme; and his jealous tyranny sacrificed a brother and a prince 
to the future safety of his life. A Persian. of the race of the Sas­
sanides died in poverty and exile at Constantinople, leaving all 
only soo, the issue of a plebeian marriage. At the age of twelve 
years, the royal birth of Theophobus was revealeJ, and his merit 
~as not unworthy of his birth. He was educated in the Byza a­
tme palace, a Christian and a soldier; advanced with rapid steps 
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in the career of fortune and glory; fP-ceived the hand of the em 
peror's sister; and was promoted to the command of thirty thou. 
sand Persians, who, like his father, had fled from the Mahometan 
conquerors. These troops, doubly infected with mercenary and 
fanatic vices, were desirous of revolting against their benefactor, 
and erecting the standard of their native king: but the loyal 
Theophobus rejected their offers, disconcerted their schemes, and 
escaped from their hands to the camp or palace of his royal broth­
er. A generous confidence might have secured a faithful and 
able guardian for his wife and his infant son, to whom Theophi­
Ius, in the flower of his age, was compelled to leave the inheri­
tance of the empire. But his jealousy was exasperated by envy 
and disease; he feared the dan~l'ous virtues which might either 
support or oppress their infancy and weakness; and the dying 
emperor demanded the head of the Persian prince. With savage 
delight he recognized the familiar features of his brother: "Thou 
art no longer Theophobus," he said; and, sinking on his couch, he 
added, with a faltering voice, ,. Soon, too soon, I shall be no more 
Theophilus I" 

The Russians, who have bon-owed from the Greeks the greatest 
part of their civil and ecclesiastical policy, preserved, till the last 
century, a singular institution in the marriage of the Czar. They 
collected,- not the virgins of every rank and of every province, a 
vain and romantic idea, but the daughters of the principal nobles, 
who awaited in the palace the choice of their sovereign. It is 
affirmed, that a similar method was adopted in the nuptials of 
Theophilus. With a golden apple in his hand, he slowly walked 
between two lines of contending beauties: his eye was detained 
by the charms of Icasia, and in the awkwardness of a first declara­
tion, the prince could only observe, that, in this world, women 
had been the cause of much evil; "And surely, sir," she pertly 
replied, "they have likewise been the occasion of much good." 
This affectation of unseasonable wit displeased the Imperial 
lover: he turned aside in disgust; Icasla concealed her mortifica· 
tion in a convent; and the modest silence of Theodora was re­
warded with t.he golden apple. She dese:twed the love, but did 
not escape the severity, of her lord. From the palace garden he 
beheld a vessel deeply laden, and steering into the port: on the 
discovery that the p1'6Cious cargo of Syrian luxury was the prop­
erty of his wife, he condemned the ship to the flames, with a 
sharp reproach, that her avarice had degraded the character of an 
empress into that of a merchant. Yet his last choice intrusted 
her with the guardianship of the empire and her son Michael, who 
was left an orphan in the fifth year of his age. The restoration oj 
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images, and the final extirpation of the Iconoclasts, has endeared 
her name to the devotion of the Greeks; but in the fervor of re­
ligious zeal, Theodora entertained a grateful regard for.the meIl}.­
ory and salvation of her husband. After thirteen years of a pru­
dent and frugal administration, she perceived the decline of her 
influence; but the second Irene imitated only the virtues of her 
predecessor. Instead of conspiring against the life or government 
of her son, she retired, without a struggle, though not without a 
murmur, to the solitude of private life, deploring the ingratitude, 
the vices, and the inevitable ruin, of the worthless youth. 

Among the successors of Nero and Elagabalus, we have not 
hitherto found the imitation of their vices, the character of a Ro­
man prince who considered pleasure as tlle object of life, and 
virtue as the enemy of ·pleasure. Whateyer might have been the 
maternal care of Theodora in the education of l\Iichael the Third, 
her uufortunate son was a kiug before he was a man. If the am­
bitious mother labored to check the progress of reason, she could 
not copl the ebullition of passion; and her selfish policy was justly 
repaid by the contempt and ingratitude of the headstrong youth. 
At the age of eightoon he rejected her authority, without feelin~ 
Ilis own incapacity to govern the empire and llimself. With Theo-, 
dora all gravity and wisdom retired from the court; their place 
was supplied by the alternate dominion of vice and folly; and it 
was impossible, without forfeiting the public esteem, to acquire 
or preserve the favor of the emperor. The millions of gold and 
silver which had been aecumulated for the service of. the state, 
were lavished on the vilest of men, who flattered his passions and 
shared his plea~ures ~ and in a reign of thirteen years the richest 
of sovereigns was compelled to strip the palace and the churches 
of their precious furniture. Like Nero, he delighted in the 
amusements of the theatre, and sighed to be surpassed in the ac­
complishments in which he should have blushed to excel. Yet 
the studies of Nero in music and poetry betrayed some symptoms 
of a liberal taste; the more ignoble arts of the son of Theophilus 
were confined to the chariot race of the hippodrome. '1'he four 
factions which had agitated the peace, still amused the idleness, 
of the capital: for himself, the emperor assumed the blue livery; 
the three rival colors were distributed to his favorites, and in 
'the vile though eager contention he forgot the dignity of his per 
son and the safety of his dominions. He silenced the messenger 
Of. ~n invasion, who presumed to divert his attention in ~he most 
.cnhcal moment of the race; and by his command the Importu.. 
nate beacons were extinguished, that too frequently spread fho 
alarm from Tarsus to Constantinople. The most skilful char.. 
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ioteers obtained the first place in his confidence and esteem; their 
merit was profusely rewarded: the emperor feasted in their 
houses, and presented their children at the baptismal font; and 
while he applauded his own popularity, he affected to blame the 
cold and stately reserve of his predecessors. The unnatural lusts 
which had degraded even the manhood of Nero, were banished 
from the world; yet the strength of :Michael was consumed by the 
indulgence of love and intemperance."* In his midnigbt revels, 
when his passions were inflamed by wine, he was provoked to 
issue the most sanguinary commands; and if any feelings of Im­
manity were left, he was reduced, with the return of sense, to ap­
prove the salutary disobedience of his servants. But the most 
extraordinary feature in the character of Michael, is the profane 
mockery of the religion of his country. 'The superstition of tho 
Greeks might indeed excite the smile of a philosopher; but his 
smile would have been rational and temperate, and he must have 
condemned the ignorant folly of a youth who insulted the objects 
of public veneration. A. buffoon of the court was invested in the 
robes of the patriarch: his twelve metropolitans, among whom the 
emperor was ranked, assumed their ecclesiastical garments: they 
used or abused the sacred vessels of the altar; and in their bac­
chanalian feasts, the holy communion was administered in a nau­
seous compound of vingear and mustard. Nor were these im­
pious spectacles concealed from the eyes of the city. On the day 
of a solemn festival, the emperor, with his bishops or buffoons. 
rode on asses through the streets, encountered the t.rue patriarch 
at the head of his clergy; and by their licentious shouts _and ob­
scene gestures, disordered the gravity of the Christian procession. 
'1'he devotion of Michael appeared only in some offence tu reason 
or piety: he received his theatrical crowns from the statue of the 
Virgin; and an Imperial tomb was violated for the sake of burn­
ing the bones of Constantine the Iconoclast. By this extravagant 
conduct, the son of Theophilus became as contemptible as he was 
odious: every citizen was impatient for the deliverance of his 
country; and even the favorites of th-e moment were apprehen' 
sive that a caprice might snatch away what a caprice had be" 
stowed. In the thirtieth year of his age, and in the hour of in­
toxication and sleep, Michael the Third was murdered in his 
chamber by the founder of a new dynasty, whom the emperor 
had raised to an equality of rank and power. . 

The genealogy of Basil the }Iacedonian (if it be not the spuri· 

'" In, a campaign against the Saracens be betrayed both imbecility and cowardice. 
GeneslUS, c. IV: p. 94.-M. . 
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OllS offspring of pride and flattery) exhibits a genuine picture of 
the revolution of the most illustrious families. The Arsa~ides, 
the rivals of Rome, possessed the sceptre of the East near four 
hundred years: a younger branch of these Parthian kings con­
tinued to reign in Armenia; and their royal descendants survived 
the partition and servitude of that ancient monarchy. Two of 
these, A.rtabanus and Chlienes, escaped or retired to the court of 
Leo the First: his bounty seated them in a safe and hospitable 
exile, in the province of Macedonia: Adrianople. was their final 
s~ttlement. During several generations they maintained the dig­
mty of their birth; and their Roman patriotism rejected the 
tempting offers .of the Persian and Arabian powers, who recalled 
them to their native country. But their splendor was insensibly 
clouded by time and poverty; and the father of Basil was re· 
quced to a small farm, which he cultivated with his own hands: 
yet he scorned to disgrace the blood of the Arsacides by a plebeian 
alliance: his wife, a widow of Adrianople, was pleased to count 
among her ancestors the great Constantine ; and their royal infant 
Was connected by some dark affinity of lineage or country with 
t'he :Macedonian Alexander. No sooner was he born, than the 
~adle of Basil, his family, and the city, were swept aw~y by an 
Ir,tundation of the Bulgarians: he was educated a slave III a for­
eIgn land; and in this severe discipline he acquired the hardiness 
of body and flexibility of mind which promoted his future eleva­
tion. In the age of youth or manhood he shared the deliverance 
of the Roman captives, who generously broke their fetters, 
marched through Bulgaria to the shores of the Euxine, defeated 
two armies of barbarians, embarked in the ships which had been 
stationed for their reception, and returned to Constantinople, from 
Whence they were distributed to their respective homes. But the 
freedom of Basil was naked and destitute: his farm was ruined 
by the calamities of war; after his father's death, his manual la­
bor, or service, could no longer support a family of orphans; and 
h~ resolved to seek a more conspicuous theatre, in which every 
V]rtue and every vice may lead to the paths of greatness. The 
first night of his arrival at Constantinople, without friends or 
m?ney, the weary pilgrim slept on the steps ~f the church of St. 
DlO~ede: he was fed by the c~sual hospitalIty of a monk; and 
Was Introduced to the service of a cousin and namesake of the 
emperor Theophilus'; who, though himself of a diminutive person, 
was. always f6110wed by a train of tall and .handsome domestics. 
Ba~ll attended his patron to the government of Pelopennesus; 
~chpsed, by his personal merit, the birth and dignity of Theoph­
llus, and formed a useful connec.tion with a wealthy and charita.· 
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ble matron of Patras. ,Her spiritual or carnal love embraced the 
young adventurer, whom she adopted as her son. Danielis pre­
sented him with thirty slaves; and the produce of her bounty 
was expended in the support of his brothers, and the pm:Chase of 
some large estates in Macedonia. His gratitude or ambition still 
attached him to the service of Theophilus; and a lucky accident 
recommended him to the notice of the court. A famous wrestler 
in the train of the Bulgarian ambassadors, had defied, at the royal 
banquet, the boldest and most robust of the Greeks. The 
strength of Basil was praised j he accepted the challenge j and 
the barbarian champion was overthrown at the first onset. A 
beautiful but vicious horse was condemned to be hamstrung: it 
was subdued by the dexterity and courage of the servant of The­
ophilus; and his conqueror was promoted to an honorable rank 
in the Imperial stables. But it was impossible to obtain the con­
fidence of Michael, without complying with his vices; and his 
new favorite, the great chamberlain of the palace, was raised and 
supported by a disgraceful marriage with a royal concubine, and 
the dishonor of his sister, who succeeded to her place. The pub­
lic administration had been abandoned to the Cresar Bardas, the 
brother and enemy of Theodora; but the arts of female influence 
persuaded }Iichael to hate and to fear his uncle: he was drawn 
from Constantinople, under the pretense of a Cretan expedition, 
and stabbed in the tent of audience, by the sword of the cham­
berlain, and in the presence of the emperor. About a month 
after this execution, Basil was invested with the title of Augustus 
and the gorernment of the empire. He supported this unequal 
association till his influence was fortified by popular esteem. His 
life w~s in, danger by the caprice of the emperor; and his dig­
nity was profaned by a second colleague, who had rowed in the 
gaIleys. Yet the murder of his benefactor must be condemned 
as an act of ingratitude and treason; and the churches which he 
dedicated to the name of St. Michael were a poor and puerile ex­
piation of his guilt. 

The different ages of Basil the First may be compared with tho~e 
of Augustus. The situation of the Greek did not allow him III 
his earliest youth to lead an army,against his country, or to pro­
scribe the noblest of her SODS; but his aspiring genius stoope.d 
to the arts of a slave 'j he dissembled his ambit.ion and even hIS 
virtues, and grasped, with the bloody hand of an assassin, the 
empire which he ruled with the ,wisdom and tenderness of a pa~­
ent. A private citiz~ may feel his interest repugnant to hIS 

duty; but it must be from a deficiency of sense or courage, that 
an absolute monarch can separate his happiness from his glory, or 
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his glory from the pubiic welfare. The life or panegyric of Basil 
}I~S indeed been composed and pub1ish.e~, under the long reign of 
~lS descendants; but even their stabIlIty on the throne may be 
Justly ascribed ·-to the superior merit of their ancestor. . In his 
character, his grandson Oonstantine has attempted to delineate a 
perfect image of royalty: but that feeble prince, unle<;;s he had 
copied a real model, could not easily have soared so high above 
the level of !.lis own conduct or conceptions. But the most solid 
praiiile of .Basil is drawn from the comparison of a ruined and a 
fl~urishing menal'chy, that which .he wrested from the dissolute 
:MIChael, and that which he bequeathed to the l\Iacedonian dy­
nasty. The evils which had been sanctified by time and example, 
Were corrected by his master hand; aod he rerived, if not the 
n~tional spirit, at least the order and majesty of the Roman em­
pIre. His application was indefatigable, hi§ temper cool, his un­
derstanding vigorous and decisive j and in his practice he ob­
served that rare and salutary moderation, which pursues each vir­
tUe, at an equal distance between the opposite vices. His miliblrY 
service had been confined to the palace; nor was the emperor en­
d~wed with the spirit or the talents of a warrior. Yet under his 
reIgn the Roman arms were again formidable to the barbarians. 
As soon as he had formed a new army by discipline and exercise, 
he. appeared in person on the bDnks of the Euphrates, curbed the 
Pl'lde of the Saracens, and suppressed the dangerous though just 
revolt of the "Manichmans. Ilis indignation against a rebel who 
had l1mg eluded his pursuit, 'provoked him to wish and to pray, 
that, by the grace of God, he might drive three arrows into the head 
of Ohrysochir. That odious head, which had been obtained by 
tre~soll rather than by valor, was susponded .from a tree, and 
thrIce exposed to the dexterity of the ImperIal archer; a base 
revenge against the dead, more worthy of the ti~es than of the 
(!~a~acter of Basil. But his principal merit was in the ciyil ad­
mInIstration of the finances and of the laws. To replemsh an 
exhausted treasury, it was proposed to resume the lavish and ill­
placed gifts of his ~redecessor: his prudence abated one moiety 
of the restitution; and a sum of twelve hundred thousand pounds 
Was instantly procured to answer the most pressing demands. and 
to allow some space for the mature operations of economy. 
Among the various schemes for the improvement of the revenue, 
a new mode was sugO'ested of capitation, or tribute, which would 
have too much depended on the arbitrary 4iscretion of the assessors. 
~ Sufficient list of honest and able agents was instantly produced 

y the minister; but on the more careful scrutiny of Basil him­
self, only two could be found, wlW might be safely intrusted 
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with such dangerous powers; and they justified his esteem by 
declining his confidence. But the serious and successful diligence 
of the .emper<?r established, by degrees, an equitable balance of 
property and payment, of receipt and expenditure; a peculiar 
fund was appropriated to each service ~ and a public method se­
cured the interest of the prince and the property of the people. 
Aiter reforming the luxury, he assigned two patrimonial estatea 
to supply the decent plenty of the Imperial table: the contri­
butions of the subject were reserved for his defence; and the 
residue was employed in the embellishment of the capital and 
provinces. A taste for building, however costly, may deserve 
some praise and much excuse: from thence.industry is fed, art is 
encouraged, and some object is attained of public emolument (lr 
pleasure; the use of a road, an aqueduct, or a hospital, is obviotl::! 
and solid; nond, the hundred churches that arose by the command 
of Basil were consecrated to the devotion of the age. In the 
character of a judge he was assiduous and impartial; desirous to 
save, but not afraid to strike: the oppressors of the people were 
severely chastised; but his personal foes, whom it might be un­
safe to pardon, were condemned, after the loss of their eyes, to a 
life of solitude and repentance. The change of language and 
manners demanded a revision of the obsolete 'jurisprudence of 
.Justinian: the voluminous body of his Institutes, Pandects, Code, 
and No\'els, was digested under forty titles, in the Greek idiom; 
and the Basilica, which were improved and completed by his son 
and grandson, must be referred to tIle original genius' of the 
founder of their race. This glorious reign was terminated by an 
accident in the chase. A furious stag entangled his horns in the 
belt of Basil, and raised him from his horse: he was rescued by 
a.n attendant, who cut the belt and slew the animal; but the fall, 
or the fever, exhausted the strength of the aged monarch, and be 
expired in the palace amidst the tears of his family and people. If 
he struck off th.. head of. the f~ithful servant for presuming to 
draw his sword against his sovereign, the pride of despotism­
which had lain dormant in his life, revived ia the last moments of 
despair, when he no longer wanted or valued the opinion of man­
kind. . 

Of the four sons of the emperor, Constantin6 died before his 
father, whose grief and credulity were amused by a flattering im­
postor and a vain apparition. Stephen, the youngest, was content 
with the honors of a patriarch and a saint; both Leo and Alexander 
were alike invested with the purple, but the powers of governi 
ment were solely exercised by the elder brother. The name 0 

Leo the Sixth has been dignified with the title of philosopher; and 
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the union of the prince and the sage, qf the active and speculative 
virtues, would indeed constitute the perfection of human nature. 
Rut the claims of Leo are far short of this ideal excellence. Did 
he reduce his passions and appetites under the dominion of rea­
son? His life was spent in the pomp of the palace, in the society 
of his wives and concubines; and even the clemency which he 
showed, and the peace which he strove to preserve, must be im­
puted to the softness and indolence of hie character. Did he sub­
~ue his prejudices and those of his subjects? His mind was 
tmged with t.he most puerile superstition; the influence of the 
clergy and the errors of the peop1e, were consecrated by his laws; 
and the oracles of Leo, which reveal, in prophetic style, the fates 
o.f the empire, are founded on the arts of astrology and divina­
tIon. If we still inquire the reason of his sage appellation, it can 
only be replied, that the son of Basil was less ignorant than the 
greater part of his contemporaries in church and state; that his 
education had been directed by the learned Photius; and that 
several books of profane and ecclesiastical science were composed 
by the pen, or in the name, of the Imperial philosopher. But the 
reputation of llis philosophy and religion was overthrown by a 
domestic vice, the repetition of his nuptials. The IH'imitive ideas 
of the merit and holiness of celibacy were preached by the monks 
and entertained by the Greeks. l\Iarriage was allowed a,q a nec­
essary means for the propagation of mankind; after the death 
of either party, the survivor might satisfy, by a sec()1ld union, the 
weakness or the strength of the flesh: but a third marriage was 
censured as a state of legal fornication; and afou,rth was a sin or 
f3~andal as yet unknown to the Christians of the East. In the be­
g~nning of his reign, Leo himself had abolished the state of concu­
b~nes, and condemned, without annulling, third marriages: but 
Ins patriotism and love I soon compelled him to violate his own 
laws, and to incur the penance, which in a similar case he had im­
posed on his subjects. In his three first alliances, his nuptial bed 
Was unfruitful; the emperor required a female companion, and the 
empire a legitimate heir. The beautiful Zoe was introduced into 
the palace as a concubine; and after a trial of her fecundity, and 
~he birth of Constantine, her lover declared his intention of Jegit­
lmating the mother and the child, by the celebration of his fourth 
nuptials. But the patriarch Nicholas refused his blessing: the 
Imperial baptism of the young prince was obtained by a promise 
of separation; and the contumacious husband of Zoe was ex­
cluded from the communion of the faithful. Neither the fear 
Lf ~xile, nor tllC desertion of his brethren, nor the authority of tho 

atm church, nor the danger of failure or doubt in the succession 
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to the empire, could bend the spirit of the inflexible monk. After 
the death of Leo, he was recalled from exile to the civil and cc· 
clesiastical administration; and the edict of union which was 
promulgated in the interest of Constantine, condemned the future 
scandal of fourth marriages, and left a tacit imputation on his 
,own birth. ­

In the Greek language, 'Purple and porphyry are the same word: 
and as the colors of nature are invariable, we may learn that a 
dark deep red was the Tyrian dye which stained the purple of 
the ancients. An apartment of the Byzantine palace was Jincd 
with porphyry: it was reserved for the use of the pregnant em­
presses; and the royal birth of their children was expressed by 
the appellation of porphyrogenite, or born in purple. Several of 
the Roman princes had been blessed with an heir; but this pe­
culiar surname was first applied to Constantine the Seventh. His 
life and titular reign were of equal duration; but of fifty-four 
:vears, six had elapsed before his father's death; and the son of 
Leo was ever the voluntary or reluctant subject of those who op­
pressed his weakness or abused his confidence. His uncle Alex­
ander, who had long been invested with the title of Augustus, 
was the first colleague and governor of the young prince: but in 
a rapid career ~f vice and -folly, the brother of Leo already emu­
lated the reputation of :Michael; and when he was extinguished 
by a timely death, he entertained a project of castmting his 
nephew, and leaving the empire to a worthless favorite: The 
succeeding years of the minority of Constantine- were occupied by 
his mother Zoe, and a succession or council of seven regents, who 
pursued their interest, gratified their passions, abandoned the re­
public, supplanted each other, and finally vanished in the pre§­
once of a soldier. From an obscure origin, Romanus Lecapcnus 
had raised himself to the command of the naval armies; and in 
tho anarchy of the times had deserved, or at least had obtained, 
,the national esteem. With a victorious and affectionate fleet, he 
sailed from the mouth of the Danube into the harbor of Constanti­
nople, and was hailed as the deliverer of the people and the guar­
dian of the prince. His supreme office was at first defined by the 
new appellation of father of the emperor; but Romanus soon ~is­
dained the ~ubordinate powers of a minister, and assumed, wlth 
the titles of Cresar and Augustus, the full independence of roy­
alty, which he held near five-and-twenty years. His three sons, 
Christopher, Stephen, and Constantine, were successively adorned 
with the same honors, and the lawful emperor was degrad~d 
from the first to the fifth rank in this college of princes. Yet ]:1 
the preserv&.tion of his life and crown, he might still applau 
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his own fortune and the clemency of the usurper. The examples 
of ancient and modern history would have excused the ambition 
of Romanus: the powers and the laws of the empire were in his 
lland ; the spurious birth of Constantine would have justified his 
exclusion; and the grave or the monastery was open to receive the 
son of the concubine. But Lecapenus does not appear to have 
possessed either the virtues or the vices of a tyrant. The spirit and 
activity of his private life dissolved away in the sunshine of the 
throne; and in his licentious pleasures he for~ot the safety both 
of the republic and of his family. Of a mild and religious char­
acter, he rbspected the sanctity of oaths, the innocence of the 
youth, the memory of his parents, and the attachment of the peo­
ple. The studious temper and retirement of Constantine dis .. 
anneQ. the jealousy of power: bis books and music, his pen and 
·his pencil, were a constant source of amusement; and if he could 
improve a scanty allowance by the sale of his pictures, if their 
price was not enhanced by the name of the artist, he was endowed 
with a personal talent which few princes could employ in the 
hour of adversity. . 

The fall of Romanus was occasioned by his own vices and those 
of his children. After the decease of Christopher, his eldest son, 
the two surviving brothers quarrelled with each other and con­
spired against their father. At the hour of noon,ftwhen all stran­
gers were regularly excluded from the palace,' they entered his 
apattment with an armed force, and conveyed him, in the habit 
of a monk, to a small island in the Propontis, which was peopled 
by a religious community. The rumor of this domestic revolution 
excited a tumult in the city; but Porphyrogenitus alone, the true 
and lawful emperor, was the object of the public care; and the 
sons of Lecapenus were taught, by tardy experience, that t]lCY 
had achieved a guilty and perilous enterprise for the benefit of 
their rival. Their sister Helena, the wife of Constantine, revealed, 
or supposed, their treacherous design of assassinating her husband 
at the royal banquet. His loyal adherents were alarmed, and the 
two usurpers were prevented, seized, degraded from the purple, 
and embarkea for the same island and monastery where their 
father had been so lately confined. Old Romanus met them on 
the beach with a sarcastic smile, and, after a just reproach of their 
folly and ingratitude, presented his Imperial colleagues With an 
equal share of his water and vegetable diet. In the fortieth year 
of his reign, Constantine the Seventh obtained the possession of 
the Eastern world, which he ruled, or seemed to rule, near fifteen 
years. But he was devoid of that energy of character which 
could emerge into a life of action and glory; and the studies which 
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had amused and dignified his leisure, were incompatible with the 
serious dnties "Of a sovereign. The emperor neglected the prac­
tice to instruct his son Romanus in the theory of government; 
while he indulged the habits of intemperance and sloth, he 
dropped the reins of the administration into the hands of Helena 
his wife; and in the shifting scene of her favor and ca.price, each 
minister was regretted in the promotion of a more worthless suc­
cessor. Yet the birth and misfortunes of Constantine had en­
deared him to the Greeks; they excused his failings; they re­
spected his learning, his innocence, and charity, bis love of jus. 
tice; and the ceremony of his funeral was mourned with the un 
feigned tears of his subjects. The body, according to ancient 
custom, lay in state in the vestibule of the palace; and the civil 
and military officers, the patricians, the senate, and the clergy 
approached in due order to adore and kiss the inanimate corpse 
of their sovereign. Before the procession moved towards the Im­
perial sepulchre, a herald proclaimed this awful admonition: 
"Arise, 0 king of the world, and obey the summons of the King 
of kings I" 

The death of Constantine was imputed to poison; and his son 
Romanus, who derived that name from his maternal grandfather, 
ascended the throne of Constantinople. A prince, who, at the 
age of twenty, could be suspected of anticipatin~ his inheritance, 
must have been already lost in the public esteem; yet Romanus 
was rather weak than wicked; and the largest share of the guilt 
was transferred to his wife. Theophano, a woman of base origin, 
masculine spirit, and flagitious manners. The sense of personal 
glory and public happiness, the true pleasures of royalty, were un­
known to the son of Constantine; and, while the two brothers, 
Nicephorus and Leo, triumphed over the Saracens, the bours' 
which the emperor owed to his people were consumed in strenuoUS 
idleness. In the morning he visited the circus; at noon he 
feasted the senators; the greater part of the afternoon he spent 
in the splueristerium, or, tennis-court, the only theatre of his vic­
tories; from thence he passed over to the Asiatic side of the Bos­
phorus, hunted and killed four wild boars of the largest size, and 
returned to the palace, proudly content with the labors of the 
day. In strength and beauty he was conspicuous above his 
equals: tall and straight as a young cypress, his complexion was 
fair and fiorid, his eyes sparkling, his shoulders broad, his nose 
long and aquiline. Yet even these perfections were insufficient 
to fix the lo'(e of Theophano ; and, after a reign of four * years, 

• Three years and five months. Leo Diaconus in Niebuhr. Byz. IIist. p. 30.-)t 
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she mingled for her husband the same deadly draught which she 
had eornposed for his father. 

By his marriage with this imperious woman, Hornanus the 
younger left two sons, Basil the Second and Constantine the Ninth, 
and two daughters; Theophano and Anne. The eldest sister was 
given to Otho the Second, emperor of the West; the younger be· 
came the wife of Wolodomir, great duke and apostle of Russia, 
aud, by the marriage of her granddaughter with Henry the First, 
king of France, the blood of the ~:Iacedonians, and perhaps 
of the Arsacides, still :flows in the veins of the Bourbon line. 
After the death of her husband, the empress aspired to reign in 
the ndme of her SOllS, the elder of whom was five, and the younger 
only two years of age; but she soon felt the instability of a 
throne which was supported by a female who could not be es­
teemed, and two infants who could not be feared. Theophano 
looked around for a protector, and threw herself into the arms of 
the bravest soldier; her heart was capricious; but the deformity 
of the new favorHe rendered it more than probable that illterest 
was the motive and -excuse of her love. Nicephorus :Phocus / 
united, in the popular opinion, the double merit of a hero and a 
saint. In the former character, his qualifications were~ genuine 
and splendid: the descendant of a race illustrious by tlleir mili­
tary exploits, he 'had displayed in every station and in every 
province the co.urage of a soldier and the conduct of a chief j 
~nd Nicephorus \was crowned with recent Jaurels, from the 
Important conquest of the Isle of Crete. His reHgion was 
of a more ambiguous cast; and his hair-cloth, his fllSts, his 
pious idiom, and his wish to retire from the business of the 
WOrld, were a convenient mask for his dark and dangerous 
ambition. Yet he imposed on a holy patriarch, by \uhose 
~n:fluence, and by a decree of the senate, he was intrusted! our­
Ing the minority of the younger princes, with t~e absolute ani] 
independent command of the Oriental armies. As soon as he had 
secured the leaders and the tl·oops, he boldly marched to Con' 
stantinop1e, trampled on his enemies, avowed his corresponde'lco 
with the empress, and without degrading her sons, assumed, with 
the title of Augustus, the pre-eminence of rank and the plenitude 
of power. But his marriage with Theophano was refused by the 
same patriarch who had placed the crown on his head; by his 
r;econd nuptials he incurred a year of canonical penance; '" a bar 
of spiritual affinity wa~ opposed to their celebration; and some 

• The canonical objection to the marriage was his relation of GodJat/vlr to .her 
eou. Leo Diac. p. OO.-M. 

R. E. iIi.-14 
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evasion and -perjnrJ 'were required to silence the scruples of the 
clergy and people. Tile popUlarity of the emperor was lost in the 
purple : in a reign of six years he provoked the hatred of strangers 
and subjects: and the hypocrisy and avarice of the first Nice­
phoru:::; were revived in hi~ successor. Hypocrisy I shall never 
jm;tify o'r palliate; but I will dare to observe, that the odious 
vice of avarice is of all others most hastily arraigned, and most 
unmercifully condemned. In a private citizen, our judgment sel­
dom expects an accurate scrutiny into his fortune and expense ; 
:md in a steward of the public treasure, frugality is always a vir­
tue, and the increase of taxes too often an indispensable duty. In 
the us.e of his patpimony, the generous temper of Nicephorus had 
been proved; and the revenue was strictly applied to the service 
of the state: each spring the emperor marched in person against 
the Saracens;, and every Roman might compute the employment 
of his taxes in triumphs, conquests, and the security of the East­
ern barrier. OJ< 

Amvng the warriors who promoted his elevation, and served 
under his standard, a noble and valiant Armenian had deserved 
and obtained the most eminent rewards. The stature of John 
Zimisces was below the ordinary standard: but his diminutive 
body was endowed with strength, beauty, and the soul of a hero. 
By the jealousy of the emperor's brother, he was degraded from 
the office of general of the East, to that of director of the posts, 
and his murmurs were chastised with disgrace and exile. But 
Zimisces was ranked among the numerous lovers of the empress: 
on her intercession he was permitted to reside at Ohalcedon, in 
the neighborhood of the capital: her bounty was repaid in his 
clandestine and anrorous visits to the palace; and Theophano con­
sented, with alacrity, to the death of an ugly and penurious hus­
band. Some bold and trusty conspirators were concealed in her 
most private c~amber8: in the darkness of a winter night, Zim­
isces, with his principal companions, embarked in a small boat, 
traversed the Bosphorus, landed at the palace stairs, and silen~ly 
ascended a ladder of ropes, which was cast down by the female 
attendants. Neither his own suspicions, nor ~ warnings of his 
friends, nor the tardy aid of his brother Leo, . nor the fortress 
which he had erected in the palace, could protect Nicephorus 
from a domestic foe, at whose voice every door was opened to t.he 
assassins. As he slept on a bear-skin on the ground, he wa5 
roused by their noisy intrusion, and thirty daggers glittered be­

• He retook Antioch, and brought home as a trophy the sword ot' the most un­
holy and impious MJihomet." Leo Diac. p. 76.-M. 
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fore llis eyes. It is doubtful whether Zimisces imbrued his hands 
in the blood of his sovereign; but he enjoyed the inhuman spec­
tacle of revenge.* The murder was protracted by insult and 
cruelty: and as soon as the head of Nicephorus was shown from­
the window, the tumult was hushed, and the Armenian was 
emperor of the East. On the day of his coronation, he was stop­
ped on the threshold of St. Sophia, by the intrepid patriarch; 
who charged his conscience with the deed of treason and blood; 
and required, as a sign of repentance, that he should separate 
himself from his more criminal associate. This sally of apostolic 
zeal was not offensive to the prince, since he could neither love 
nor trust a woman who had repeatedly violated the most sacred 
obligations; and Theophano, 'instead of sharing his Imperial 
fortune, was dismissed with ignominy from his bed and palace. 
In their last interview, she displayed a frantic and impo­
tent rage; accused the ingratitude of her lover; assaulted with 
words and blows her son Basil, as he stood silent and submissive 
in the presence of a superior colleague; and avowed her own 
prostitution in proclaiming the illegitimacy of his birth. The 
public indignation was appeased by her exile, and the punishment 
of the meaner accomplices: the death uf an unpopular prince was 
forgiven; and the guilt of Zimisces was forgotten in the splendor 
of his virtues. Perhaps his profusion was less useful to the state 
than the avarice of Nicephorus ; but his gentle and generous be­
~avior delighted all who approached his person; and it was only 
ill the paths of victory that he trod in the footsteps of his pred­
ecessor. The greatest part of his reign was employed in the 
.camp and the field: his personal valor and actlvity were signal­
Ized on the Danube and the Tigris, the ancient boundaries of the 
Roman world; and by his double triumph over the Russians and 
the Saracens, he deserved the titles of savior of the empire, and 
conqueror of the East. In his last return from Syria, he observed 
that the most fruitful lands of his new provinces were possessed 
by the eunuchs. "And is it for them,.?' he exclaimed, with 
honest indignation, "that we have fought and conquered ~ Is it 
for. them that we shed our blood, and exhaust the treasur es of 
OUr people~" The complaint was re-echoed to the palace, and 
th~ death of Zimisces is strongly marked with the suspicion of 
POlson. 

b *drAccording to Leo Diaconus, Zimisces. after ordering the wounded emperor to 
e 1 agged to his feet and heaping bim with insult, to which the miserable man 

on Y reOIi.ed hy invoki'ng the name of the" mother .of God," :with bis. own hand 
~lucked hIS beard, wbile his accomplices beat out hIS teeth WIth the h1lts of their 
D~ord~. an.d then trampling bim to the grollnd, drove bis sword into his skull. Leo 

laC. In NIebuhr. Byz. llist. l v1i. c. 8, p. 88.-M. 
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Under this usurpation, or regency, of twelve year3, the two 
lawful emperors, Basil and Constantine, had silently grown to the 
age of manhood. Their tender years had been incapable of do­
minion: the respectful modesty of their attendance and salutation 
was due to the age and merit of their guardian; the childless am­
bition of those guardians had no temptation to violate their right 
of succession: their patrimony was ably and faithfully admin­
istered; and the premature death of Zimisces was a loss, rather 
than a benefit, to the sons of Romanus. Their want of experience 
detained them twelve years longer the obscure and voluntary pu­
pils of a minister, who extended his reign by persuading them 
to indulge the pleasures of youth, and to disdain the labors of 
government. In this silken web, the weakness of Constantine 
was forever entangled; but his elder brother-felt the impulse of 
genius and the desire of action; he frowned, and the minist.er was 
no more. Basil was the acknowledged sovereign of Constantino­
ple and the provinces of Europe; but Asia was oppressed by two 
veteran generals, PhocM and Sclerus, who, alternately friends 
and enemies, subjects and rebels, maintained their independence, 
and labored to emulate the exu.mple of successful usurpation. 
Against these domestic enemies the son of Romanus first drew his 
sword, and they trembled in the presence of a lawful and high­
spirited prince. The first, in the front of battle, was thrown 
from his horse, by the stroke of poison or an arrow; the second, 
who had been twice loaded with chains,* and twice invested with 
the purple, was desirous of ending in peace the small remainder 
of his days. As the aged suppliant approached the throne, with 
dim eye~ and faltering steps, leaning on his two attendants, the 
emperor exclaimed, in the insolence of youth and power, "And 
is this the man who has so long been the object of our terror 1" 
After he had confirmed his own authority and the peace of the 
empire, the trophies of Nicephorus and Zimisces would not suffer 
their royal pupil to sleep in the palace. His long and frequent 
expeditions against the Saracens were rather glorious than useful 
to the empire; but the final destruction of the kingdom of Bul­
garia appears, since the time of BelisaIius, the most important 
triumph of the Roman arms. Yet, instead of applauding their 
victorious prince, his subjects detested the rapacious and rigid 
,avarice of Basil; and in the imperfect narrative of his exploits, 
we can only discern the courage, patience, and ferociousness of 
a soldier. A vicious education, which could not subdue his spirit, 

• Once by the caliph, once by his rival, Phocas. Compare Le Beau, 1. xiv. p. 176. 
-M. 
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had clouded his mind; he was ignorant of every sCiencE:; and the 
remembrance of his learned and feeble grandsire might encourage 
his real or affected contempt of laws and lawyers, of artists and 
arts. Of such a character, in such an age, superstition took a firm 
and lasting possession; after the first license of his youth, Basil 
the Second devoted his life, in the palace and the camp, to the 
penance of a hermit, wore the monastic habit under his robes and 
armor, observed a vow of continence, and imposed on his appe­
tites a perpetual abstinence from wine and flesh. In the sixty~ 
eighth year of his age, his martial spirit urged him to embark in 
person for a holy war against the Saracens of Sicily;. he was pre­
vented by death, and Basil, surnamed the Slayer of the Bulga­
rians, was dismissed from the world with the blessings of the 
clergy and the curses -of the people. After his decease, his broth­
er Constantine enjoyed, about three years, the power, or rather 
the pleasures, of royalty j and his only care was the settlement of 
the succession. 'He had enjoyed sixty-six years the title of Au­
gustus; and the reign of the two brothers is the longest and most 
obscure of the Byzantine history. ­

A lineal succession of five emperors, in a period of one hundred 
and sixty years, had attached the loyalty of the Greeks to the 
lVIacedrmian dynasty, which had been thrice respected by the 
usurpers of their power. After the death of Constantine the 
Ninth, the last male of the royal race, a new and broken scene 
presents itself, and the accumulated years of twelve emperors do 
not equal the space of his single reign. His elder brother had 
preferred his private chastity to the public interest, and Constan­
tine himself had only three daughters; Eudocia. who took the 
'\leil, and Zoe and Theodora, who were preserved till a mature age 
in a state of ignorance and virginity. When their marriage was 
discussed in the council of their dying father, the cold or pious 
Theodora refused to give an heir to the empire, but her sister Zoe 
preSented herself a willing victim at the altar. Romanus Argy­
rus, a patrician of a graceful person and fair reputation, was 
chosen for her husband, and, on his declining that honor, was in­
formed that blindness or death was the second alternative. The 
motive of his reluctance was conjugal affection, but his faithful 
wife sacrificed her own happiness to his safety and greatness; 
and her entrance into a monastery removed the only bar to the 
Imperial nuptials. After the decease of Constantine, the sceptre 
devolved to Romanus the Third; but his 18bors at home and 
abroad were equally feeble and fruitless ;. and the mature age, the 
forty-eight years of Zoe, were less favorable to the hopes of preg­
nancy than to the indulgence of pleasure. Her favorite chamber ... 
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lain was a handsome Paphlagonian of the name of Michael, whose 
first trade had been that of a money-changer; and Romanus, 
either from gratitude or equity: connived at their criminal inter­
course, or accepted a slight assurance of their innoceBce. But 
Zoe soon justified the Roman maxim, that every adulteress is capa­
ble of poisoning her husband; and the death of Romanus was 
instantly followed by the scandalous marriage and elevation of 
Michael the Fourth. The expectations of Zoe were, however, dis­
appointed: instead of a vigorous and grateful lover, she had 
placed in her bed a miserable wretch, whose health and reason 
were impaired by epileptic fits, and whose conscience was tor­
mented by_ despair and remorse. The most skilful physicians of 
the mind and body were summoned to his aid; and his hopes 
were amused by frequent pilgrimages to the baths, and to the 
tombs of the most popular saints; the monks applauded his 
penance, and, except restitution (but to whom should he have 
restored ~), Michael sought every method of expiating his guilt. 
While he groaned and prayed in sackcloth and ashes, his brother, 
the eunuch John, smiled at his remorse, and enjoyed the harvest 
of a crime of which himself was the secret and most guilty 
author. His administration was only the art of satiating his 
avarice, and Zoe became a captive in the palace of her fathers and 
in the hands of her slaves. When he perceived the irretrievable 
decline of his brother's health, he introduced his nephew, another 
Michael, who derived his surname of Calaphates from his father's 
occupation in the careening of vessels: at the command of the 
eunuch, Zoe adopted for her son the son of a mechanic; and this 
fictitious heir was invested with the title and purple of the Cresars, 
in the presence of the senate and clergy. So feeble was the char­
acter of Zoe, that she was oppressed by the liberty and power 
which she recovered by the death of the Paphlagonian; and at 
the end of four days she placed the crown on the head of :Michael 
the Fifth, who had protested, with tears and oaths, that he slH1Uld 
ever reign the first and most obedient of her 1mbjects. The only 
act of his short reign was his base ingratitude to his benefactors, 
the eunuch and the empress. The disgrace of the former wa!l 
pleasing to the public: but the murmurs, and at length the 
clamors, of Constantinople deplored the exile of Zoe, the daughter 
of so many emperors; her vices were forgotten, ,and Michael was 
taught, that there is a period in which the patience of the trunest 
slaves rises into fury and revenge. The citizens of every degree 
assembled in a formidable tumult which lasted three days; they 
besieged the palace, forced the gates, recalled their mothers, Zoe 
from her prison, Theodora from her monastery, and condemned 
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the son of' Ca1aphates to the loss of his eyes or of his life. For 
the first time the Greeks beheld with surprise the two royal sisters 
seated on the same throne, presiding in the senate, and giving 
audience to the ambassadors of the nations. But this singular 
union subsisted no more than two months; the two sovereigns, 
their tempers, -interests, and adherents, were secretly hostile to 
each other; and as Theodora was still averse to marriage, the 
indefatigable Zoe; at the age of si-xty, consented, for the public 
good, to sustain the embraces of a third husband, and the cen­
sures of the Greek church. His name and number were Constan­
tine the Tenth, and the epithet of Monornaehus, the single com­
batant, must have been expressive of his valor and victory in 
some public or private quarrel. But his health was broken by 
the tortures of the gout, and his dissolute reign was spent in the 
alternative of sickness and pleasure. A fair and noble widow 
had accompanied Constantine in his exile to the Isle of Lesbos, 
and Sclerena gloried in the al)pellation of his mistress. After his 
marriage and elevation, she was invested with the title and pomp 
of Augusta, and occupied a contiguous apartment in the palace. 
The lawful consort (such was the :delicacy or corruption of Zoe) 
consented to this strange and scandalous l)al'tition; and the em­
p~ror appeared in public between his wife and his concubine. He 
survived them both; but the last measures of Constantine to 
change the order of succession were prevented by the more vigi­
lant friends of Theodora; and after his decease, she resumed, 
with the general consent, the possession of her inheritance. In 
her name, and by the influence of four eunuchs, the Eastern world 
Was peaceably governed about nineteen months; and as they 
wished to prolong their dominion, they persuaded the aged prin­
cess to nominate for her successor Michael the Sixth. The sur­
name of Stratioticus declares his military profession; but the 
crazy and decrepit veteran could only see with the eyes, and exe­
cute with the hands, of his ministers. Whilst he ascended the 
throne, Theodora sunk into the grave; the last of the Macedonian 
or Basilian dynasty. I have hastily reviewed, and gladly dismiss, 
this shameful and destructive period of twenty-eight years, in 
which the Greeks, degraded below the common level of servitude, 
were transferred like a herd of cattle by the choice or caprice of 
two impotent females. 

From this night of slavery, a ray of freedom, or at least of spirit, 
begins to emerge: the Greeks either preserved or revived the 
use of surnames,. which perpetuate the fame of hereditary virtue: 
and we now discern the rise, succession, and alliances of the last 
dynasties of Constantinople and Trebizond. The Oomneni, who 
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upheld for a while the fate of the sinkin~ empire, assumed the 
bonor of a Roma.n origin: but the family had been long since 
transported from Italy to Asia. Their patrimonial estate was sit­
uate in the district of Castamona, in the neighborhood of the 
Euxine; and one of their chiefs, who had already entered the 
paths of ambition, revisited with affection, perhaps with regret, 
the modest though honorable dwelling of his fathers. The first 
of their line was the illustrious Manuel, who in the reign of the 
second Basil, contributed by war and treaty to appease the 
troubles of the East: he left, ill a tender age, two sons, Isaac and 
John, whom, with the consciousness of desert, he bequeathed to 
the gratitude and favor of his sovereign. The nobl13 youths were 
carefully trained in the learning of the monastery, the arts of the 
palace, and the exercises of the camp: and from the domestic 
service of the guards they were rapidly promoted to the com­
mund of provinces and armies. Their fraternal union doubled 
the force and reputation of the Comneni, and their ancient no­
bility was illustrated by the marriage of the two brothers, with a 
captive princess of Bulgaria, and the daughter of a patrician, who 
had obtained the name of Okaron from the number of enemies 
whom he had sent to the infernal shades. The soldiers had 
served with reluctant loyalty a series of effeminate masters; the 
elevation of :Michael the Sixth was a personal insult to the more 
deserving generals; and their discontent was inflamed by the par­
simony of the emperor and the insolence of the eunuchs., They 
secretly assembled in the sanctuary of St. Sophia, and the votes 
of the military synod would have been unanimous in favor of tho 
old and valiant Catacalon, if the patriotism or modesty of the 
veteran had not suggested the importance of birth as well as 
merit in the choice of a sovereign. Isaac Comnenus was ap­
proved by general consent; and the associates separated without 
delay to meet in the plains of Phrygia at the head of their respect­
ive squadrons and detachments. The cause of Michael was de­
fended in a single oattle by the mercenaries of the Imperial guard, 
who were aliens to the pubJic interest, and animated only by a 
principle of honor and gratitude. After their defeat, the fears of 
the emperor solicited a treaty, which was almost accepted by the 
moderation of the Comnenian. But the former was betrayed by 
his ambassadors, and the latter was prevented by bis friends. 
The solitary Michael submitted to the voice of the people; the 
patriarch annulled their oath of allegiance ; and as he shaved the 
head of the royal monk, congratulated his beneficial exchange of 
temporal royalty for the kingdom of heaven; an exchange, how­
ever, which the priest, on his own account, would probably have 
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declined. By the hands of the same patriarch, Isaac Comnenus 
was solemnly crowned; the sword which he inscribed on his 
coins might be an offensive symbol, if it implied his title by COlt­

quest; but this sword would have been drawn against the foreign 
and domestic enemies of the state. The decline of his health 
and vigor suspended the operation of active virtue; and the pros­
pect of approaching death determined him to interpose some 
moments between life and eternity. But instead of leaving the 
empire as the marriage portion of his daughter, his reason and 
inclination concurred in the preference of his brother John, a 
soldier, a patriot, and the father of five sons, the future pillars of 
an hereditary succession. His first modest reluctance might be 
the natural dictates of discretion and tenderness, but his obstinate 
and successful perseverance, however it may dazzle with the show 
of virtue, must be censured as a criminal desertion of his duty, 
and a rare offence against his family and country. The purple 
which he had refused was accepted by Constantine Ducas, a 
friend of the Comnenian house, and whose noble birth was 
adorned with the experience and reputation of civil policy. In 
the monastic habit, Isaac recovered his health, and survived two 
years his voluntary abdication. -At the command of his abbot, 
he observed the rule of St. Basil, and executed the most servile 
offices of the convent: but his latent vanity was gratified by the 
frequent and respectful visits of the reigning monarch, who re­
vered in his person the character of a benefactor and a saint. 

If Constantine the Eleventh were indeed the subject most 
worthy of empire, we must pity the debasement of the age and 
nation in which he was chosen. In the labor of puerile declama­
tions he sought, without obtaining, the crown of eloquence, more 
precious, in his opinion, than that of Rome; and in the subordi­
nate functions of a judge, he forgot the duties of a sovereign and 
a warrior. Far from imitating the patriotic indifference of the 
authors of his greatnes~, Ducas was anxious only to secure, at the 
e~pense of the republic, the power and prosper~ty of his ~hildren. 
H1S three sons, Michael the Seventh, Andromcus the FIrst, and 
Constantine the Twelfth, were invested, in a tender age, with 
the equal title of Augustus; and tIle succession was speedily 
opened by their father's death. His widow, Eudocia, was in­
~rusted with the administration; but experience had tanght the 
Jealousy of the dying monarch to protect his sons from the danger 
of her second nuptials; and her solemn engagement, attested by 
the principal senators. was d~posited in the hands of the patri­
arch. Before the end of seven months, the wants of Eudocia, or 
those of the state, called aloud for the male virtues of a soldier: 
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and her heart had already chosen Romanns Diogenes, whom she 
raised from the scaffold to the throne. The discovery of a trea­
sonable attempt had exposed him to the severity of the laws: his 
beauty and valor absolved him in the eyes of the empress; and 
Romanus, from a mild exile, was recalled on the second day to 
the command of the Oriental armies. Her royal choice was yet 
unknown to the public; and the promise which would have be­
trayed her falsehood and levity, was stolen by a dexterous emissary 
from the ambition of the patriarch. Xiphilin at first alleged the 
sanctity of oaths and the sacred natur~ of a trust; but a whisper, 
that his brother was the future emperor, relaxed his scruples, and 
forced him to confess that the public safety was the supreme law. 
He resigned the important paper; anel when his hopes were con­
founded by the nomination of Romanus, he could no longer re­
gain his security, retract his declarations, nor oppose the second 
nuptials of the empress. Yet a murmur was heard in the palace; 
and the barbarian guards bad l'aised their battle-axes in the cause 
of the llouse of Ducas, till the young princes were soothed by the 
tears of their mother and the solemn assurances of the fidelity of 
their guardian, who filled the Imperial station with dignity and 
honor. Hereafter I shall relate his valiant, but unsuccessful, ef­
forts to resist the progress of the Turks. His defeat and cap­
tivity inflicted a deadly wound on the Byzantine monarchy of the 
East; and after he was released from the chains of the sultan, he 
vainly sought his wife and his' subjects. His wife had been 
thrust into a monastery, and the subjects of Romanus had em­
braced the rigid maxim of the civil lll.w, that a prisoner in the 
llands of the enemy is deprived, as by the stroke of death, of all 
the public and private rights of a citizen. In the general conster­
nation, the Cresar 'John asserted the indefeasable right of his three 
nephews: Constantinople listened tu his voice: and the Turkish 
cal,tivc wus proclaimed in the capital and received on the fron­
tier, as an enemy of the republic. Romanus was not more fortu­
nate in domestic than in foreign war: the loss of two battles com­
pelled him to yield, on the assurance of fair and honorable treat­
ment; but his enemies were devoid of faith or humanity; and, 
after the cruel extinction of his sight, his wounds were left to 
bleed and corrupt, till in a few days he was relieved from a state 
of misery. Under the triple reign of the house of Ducas, the two 
younger brothers were reduced to the vain honors of the purple; 
bul; the eldest, the pusillanimous :Michael, was incapable of sug., 
taining the Roman sceptre; and hi! surname of Parapinaces d~­
nutes the reproach which he shared with an avaricious favorite, 
who cnJlunccd the price, and diminished the measure, of wheat. 
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In the school of Psellus, and after the example of his mother, the 
son of Eudocia made some proficiency in philosophy and rhetoric; 
but his character was degraded, rather thun ennobled, by the 
virtues o~ a monk and the learning of a sophist. Strong in the 
contempt of their sovereign and their own esteem, two generals 
at the head of the European and Asiatic legions, as::umed the pur­
ple at Adrianople and Nice. Their revolt was in the same months; 
they bore the same name of Nicephorus j but tIle two candidates 
were distinguished by the surnames of Bryennius and Botaniates ; 
the former in the maturity of wisdom and courage, the latter con­
spicuous only by the memory of his past exploits. While Botani­
ates ad\""anced with cautious and dilatory steps, his active com­
petitor stood in arms before the gates of Constantinople. The 
name of Bryennius was illustrious; l1i8 cause was popular; but 
his licentious troops could not be restrained from burning and 
pillaging a suburb; and the people, who would have hailed the 
rebel, rejected and repulsed the incendiary of his country. This 
change of the public opinion was favorable to Botaniates, who 
a length, with an army of Turks, approached the shores of Chal­
cedon. A formal invitation, in the n\lme of the patriarch, the 
synod, and the senate, was circulated through the streets of Con­
st~ntinople; and the general assembly, in the dome of St. Sophia, 
dehated, with order and calmness, on the choice of their sovereign. 
The guards of Michael would have dispersed this unarmed multi­
tude; but the feeble emperor, applauding his own moderation 
and clemency, resigned the ensigns of royalty, and was rewarded 
with the monastic habit, and the title of Archbishop of Ephesus. 
He left a son, a Constantine, born and educated in the purple; 
and a daughter of the house of Ducas illustrated the blood and 
confirmed the succession, of the Comnenian dynasty. 

John Comnenus, the brother of the emperor Isaac, survived in 
'P~ace and dignity his generous refusal of the sceptre. By his 
WIfe Anna, a woman of masculine spirit and policy, he left eight 
children: the three daughters multiplied the Comnenian alliance 
with the noblest of the Greeks : of the five sons, Manuel was stop­
ped by a premature death· Isaac and Alexius restored the Im­
perial greatness of their h~use, which was enjoyed without toil 
or danger by the two younger brethren, Adrian and Nicephorus. 
Alexius, the third and most illustrious of the brothers, was en­
dowed by nature with the choicest gifts both of mind and body: 
they were cultivated by a liberal education, and exercised in the 
school of obedience and adversity. The youth was dismissed 
from the perils of the Tllrkish war, by the paternal care of the 
emperor Romanus: but the mother of the Comneni, with her as­
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piring race. was accused of treason, and banished, by the sons of 
Dueas, to an island in the Propontis. The two brothers soon 
emerged into favor and action, fought by each other's side against 
the rebels and barbarians, and adhered to the emperor Michael, 
till he was deserted by the world and by himself. In his first 
interview with Botaniates, "Prince," said Alexius, with a noble 
frankness, "my duty rendered me your enemy; the decrees of 
Gud and of the people have made me your subject. Judge of my 
future loyalty by my-past opposition." The successor of Michael 
entertained him with esteem and confidence: his valor was em· 
ployed against three rebels, who disturbed the peace of the em­
pire, or at least of the emperors. Ursel, Bryennius, and Basila­
cius, were formidable by their numerous forces and military fame: 
they were successively vanquished in the field, and led in chains 
to the foot of the thr~ne ; and whatever treatment they migbt re­
ceive from a timid and cruel court, they applauded the clemency, 
~fI well as the courage, of their conqueror. But the loyalty of the 
Comneni was soon tainted by fear and suspicion ; nor is it easy to 
settle between a subject and a despot, the debt of gratitud9 
which the former is tempted to claim by a revolt, and the latter 
to discharge by an executioner. The refusal of Alexius to march 
against a fourth rebel, the husband of his sister, destroyed the 
merit or memory of his past services: the iavorites of Botaniates 
provoked the ambition which they apprehended and accused ; 
and the retreat of the two brothers might be justified by the de· 
fence of their life and liberty. The women of the family were 
deposited in a sanctuary, respected by tyrants: the men, mounted 
on horseback, sallied from the city, and erected the standard of 
civil war. The soldiers who had been gradually assembled in the 
capital and the neighborhood, were devoted to the cause of a vic­
torious and injured lea.der: the ties of common interest and do­
mestic alliance secured the attachment of the house of Ducas; and 
tl,le generous dispute of the Comneni was terminated by the de· 
cisive resoluti<?n of Isaac, who was the first to invest his younger 
brother with the name and ensigns of royalty. They returned to 
Constantinople, to threaten rather than besiege that impregna­
ble fortress; but the fidelity of the guards was corrupted; a gate 
was surprised, and a fleet was occupied by the active courage of 
George Palreologus, who fought against his father, without fore­
seeing that he labored for his posterity. Alexius ascended the 
throne; and his aged competitor disappeared in a monastery. An 
army of various nations was gratified with the pillage of the city; 
but the public disorders wer~ expiated by the tears and fasts of 
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the Comneni, who submitted to every penance compatible with 
the possession of the empire. , ' 

The life of the. emperor Alexius has been delineated by a favorite 
daughter, who was inspired by a tender regard for his person and 
a laudable zeal to perpetuate his virtues. . Conscious of the just 
suspicions of her readers, the princess Anna Comnena repeatedly 
protests, that, besides her personal knowledge, she had searched 
the discourse and writings of the most respectable veterans: and 
after an interval of thirty years, forgotten by, and forgetful of, 
the world, her mournful solitude was inaccessible to hope and 
fear; and that. truth, the naked perfect truth, was more dear and 
sacred than the memory of her parent. Yet, instead of the sim­
plicityof style and narrative which wins our belief, 3;n elaborate 
affectation of }"hetoric and science betrays in every page the vanity 
of a female author. The genuine character of Alexius is lost in a 
vague constellation of virtues; and the perpetual strain of 
panegyric and apology awakens our jealousy, "to question the 
veracity of the historian and the merit of the hero. We cannot, 
however, refuse her judicious and important remark, that the 
disorders of the times were the misfortune and the glory of Alex­
ius; and that every calamity which can afHict a declining empire 
was accumulated on his reign by the justice of Heaven and the 
vices of his predecessors. 1]1 the East, the victorious Turks had 
spread, from Persia to the Hellespont, the reign of the Koran and 
the Crescent: the West was invaded by the adventurous valor of 
the Normans; and, in the' moments of peace, the Danube poured 
forth new swarm!:;, who had gained, in the science of war, what 
they had lost in the ferociousness of manners. The sea. was not 
less llOstile than the land; and while the f~ontiers were assaulted 
by an open enemy, the ,palace was distracted with secret trea!l0n 
and conspiracy. On a sudden, the banner of the Cross was dis­
played by the Latins; Europe was precipitated on Asia; and 
Constantinople had almost been swept away by this impetuous 
deluge. In the tempest, Alexius steered the Imperial vessel with 
dexterity and courage. At the head of his armies, he was bold 
in action, skilful in stratagem, patient of fatigue, ready to imu 
prove his advantages, and rising from his defeats with inexhausti­
ble vigor. The discipline of the camp was revived, and a new 
generation of men and soldiers was created by the example and 
precepts of their leader. In his intercourse with the Latins, 
Alexius was patient and artful: his discerning eye pervaded the 
new system of an unknown world; and I shall hereafter describe 
the superior policy with which he balanced the interests and 
'Passions of the champions of th.Qjirst crusade. In a long reign of 
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thirty-seven years he subdued and pardoned the envy of his 
equals: the laws of public and private order were restored: the 
arts of wealth and science were cultivated : the limits of the em­
pire were enlarged in Europe and Asia; and the Comnellian 
sceptre was transmitted to his children of the third and fourth 
generation. Yet the difficulties of the times betrayed some defects 
in his character; and have exposed his memory to some just or 
ungenerous reproach. The reader may possibly smile at the lavish 
praise which his daughter so often bestows on a flying hero : the 
weakness or prudence of his situation might be mistaken for a 
want of personal courage; and his political arts are branded by 
the Latins with the names of deceit and dissimulation. The 
increase of. the male and female branches of his family adorned the 
throne, and secured the succession; but their princely luxury and 
pride offended the patricians, exhausted the re~nue, and insulted 
the misery of the people. Anna is a faithful witness that his 
happiness was destroyed, and his health was broken, by the· cares 
of a public life: the patience of Constantinople was fatigued by 
the length and severity of his reign; and before Alexius expired, 
he had lost the love and reverence of his subjects. The clergy could 
not forgive his application of the sacred riches to the defence of 
the state; but they applauded his theological learning and ardent 
zeal for the orthodox faith, which he defended with his tongue, 
his pen, and his sword. His character was degraded by the su.­
perstition of the Greeks; anel the same inconsistent principle of 
human nature enjoined the emperor to found a hospital for the 
poor and infirm, and to direct the execution of a heretic, who 
was burnt .alive in the square of St. Sophia. Even the sincerity of 
his moral and religious virtues wa<3 susp~cted by the persons who 
had passed their lives in his familiar confidence. In his last 
hours, when he was pressed by his wife Irene to alter the succes­
sion, he raised his head, and breathed a pious ejaculation on the 
vanity of this world. The indignant reply of the empress may be 
inscribed as an epitaph on his tomb, "You die, as you have 
lived-A HYPOCRITE I" 

It was the wish of Irene to supplant the eldest of her surviving 
sons, in favor ~f her daughter the prineess A.nna, whose philosophy 
would not have refused the weight of a dia.dem. But the order 
of male succession was asserted by the friends of their country; 
the lawful heir drew the royal signet from the finger of his insen­
sible or conscious father; and the empire obeyed the master of the 
palace. Anna Comnena was stimulated by ambition and revenge 
to conspire against the life of her brother, and when the design 
was prevented by the fears or scruples of her husband, she. pu.!:\~ 
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lionately exclaimed, that nature had mistaken the two sexes, and 
had endowed Bryennius with the soul of a woman. The two sons 
of Alexius, John and Isaac, maintained the fraternal concord, the 
hereditary virtue of their race, and the younger brother was con­
tent with the title of Sebastocrator, which approached the dignity, 
without sharing the power, of the emperor. In the same person, 
the claims of primogeniture and merit were fortunately united; 
his swarthy complexion, harsh features, and diminutive stature, 
had suggested the ironical surname of eaIo-Johannes, or John the 
Handsome, which his grateful subjects more seriously applied to 
the beauties of his mind. After the discovery of her treason, the 
life and fortune of Anna were justly forfeited to the laws. Her 
life was spared by the clemency of the emperor; but he visited the 
pomp and treasures of her palace, and bestowed the rich confisca­
tion on the most deserving of his friends. That respeGtable friend, 
Axuch, a slave of Turkish extraction, presumed to decline the 
gift, and to intercede for the criminal: his generous master 
applauded and imitated 'the virtue of his favorite, and the re­
proach or complaint of an injured hrother was the only chastise­
ment of the guilty princess. After this example of clemency, the 
remainder of his reign was never disturbed by conspiracy or re­
bellion: feared by his nobles, beloved by his people, John was 
never reduced to the painful necessity of punishing, or even of 
pardoning, his personal enemies. During his government of 
twenty-five years, the penalty of death was abolished in the Roman 
empire, a law of mercy most delightful to the humane theorist, 
but of which the practice, in a large and vicious communitY', is 
seldom consistent with the public safety. Severe to himself, 
indulgent to others, chl;lste, frugal, abstemious, the philosophic 
Marcus would not have disdained the artless virtues of his suc-, 
cessor, derived from his heart, and not borrowed from the schools. 
He despised and moderated the stately magnificence of the 
Byzantine court, so oppressive to the people, so contemptible to 
the eye of reason. Under such a prince, innocence had nothing 
to fear, and merit had every thing to hope; and, without assuming 
the tyrannic office of a Cec.SOf, he introduced a gradual though 
visiblr reformation in the public and private manners of Constan­
tinople. The only defect of this accomplished character was the 
frailty of noble minds, the love of arms and military glory. Yet 
the frequent expeditions of John the Handsome may be justified, 
at least in their principle, by the necessity of repelling the Turks 
from the Hellespont and the Bosphorus. The sultan of Iconium 
was confined to his capital, the barbarians were driven to the 
n.ountains, and the maritime provinces of Asia enjoyed the trun­
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shmt ble~sings of their delivcmnce. From Constantinople to 
~\ ntioeh and Aleppo, he repeatedly marched at the head of a vic­
torious army, and in .the siegel) und battles of this holy war, his 
Latin allies were astonished by the superior spirit and prowess of 
a Greek. As he began to indulge the ambitious hope of restoring 
the ancient limits of the empire, as he revolved in his mind, the 
Euphrates and Tigris, the dominion of Syria, and the conquest of 
Jerusalem, the thread of his life and of- the public felicity was 
broken by a singular accident. He hunted the wild boar in the 
valley of Anazarbus, and had fixed h~s javelin in the body of the 
furious animal; but in the struggle" a poisoned arrow dropped 
from his quiver, and a slight wound in his hand, which produced 
a mortification, was fatal to the best and greatest of the Oomne­
nian princes. . " 

A premature death had swept away the two eldest sons of John 
the Handsome; of the two survivors, Isaac and Manuel, his judg­
ment or affection preferred the younger; and the choice of their 
dying prince was ratified by the soldiers, who had applauded the 
valor of his favorite in the Turkish war. The fait.hful Axuch 
hastened to the capita), secured the person of Isaac in honorable 
confinement, and purchased, with a gift of two hundred pounds 
of silver, the leading ecclesiastics of St. Sophia, who possessed a 
decisive voice in the consecration of an emperor. With his veteran 
and affectionate troops, Manuel SOOD. visited Oonstantinople; his 
brother acquiesced in the title of Sebastocrator; his subjects 
admired the lofty stature Rnd martial graces of t.heir new sovereign, 
and listened with credulity to the flattering· promise, that hi 
blended the wisdom of age with the activity nnd vigor of youth. 
By the experience of his government, they were taught, that he 
emulated the spirit, and shared the talents, of his father, whose 
social virtues were buried in the grave. A reign of thirty-seven 
years is filled by a perpetual though various warfare against the 
Turks, the Christians, and the hordes of the wilderness beyond 
the Danube. The arms of 1tIanuel were exercised on :Mount 
Taurus, in the "plains of Hungary, on the coast of Italy and 
Egypt, -and on the seas of Sicily and Greece : the influence of bis 
negotiations extended from Jerusalem to Rome a!ld Russia; and 
the Byzantine monarchy, for a while, became an object of respect 
or terror to the powers of Asia and Europe. Educated in the silk 
and purple of the East, Manuel possessed the iron temper of a 
soldier, which cannot easily be paralleled, except in the lives of I 
Richard the First of England, apd of Charles the Twelfth of 
Sweden. Such was his strength and exercise in arms, thnt Ray~ 
mond, surnamed the Hercules of Antioch, was incapable of wield. 
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ing ti,e lance and buckler of the Greek emperor. In a famous 
tournament he entered the lists on a fiery courser, and overturned 
in his first career two of the stoutest of the Italian knights. The 
fir'st in the charge, the last in the retreat, his friends and his enemies 
alike trembled, the former for his safet.y, and the latter for their 
own. After posting an ambuscade in a wood, he rode forwards 
in search of some pilrilous adventure, accompanied only by his 
brother and the faithful Axuch, who refused to desert their sover­
eign. Eighteen horsemen, after a short combat, fled before 
them: but the numbers of the enemy increased; the march of the 
re-enforcement was tardy and fearful, and Manuel, without receiv­
ing a wound, cut his way through a squadron of five hundred 
Turks. In a battle against the Hungarians, impatient of the 
slowness of his troops, he snatcheq a standard from the head of 
the column, and was the -first, almost alone, who passed a bridge 
that separated him from the enemy. In the same country, after 
transporting his army beyond the Save, he sent back the boats, 
with an order, under pain of d('ath, to their commander, that he 
should leave him to conquer or die on that hostile land. In the 
siege of Corfu, towing after him a captive galley, the emperor 
stood aloft on the poop, opposing against the volleys of darts and 
stones, a large buckler and a flowing sail; nor could he have 
escaped inevitable death, had not the Sicilian admiral enjoined 
his archers to respect the person of a hero. 1n one day he is said 
to_ have slain above forty of the barbarians with his own hand; 
he returned to the camp, dragging along four Turkish prisoners, 
whom he had tied to the rings of his saddle; he was ever the 
foremost to provoke or to accept a single combat; and the gigantic 
champions, who encountered his arm, were transpierced by the 
lance, or cut asunder by the sword, of the invincible :Manuel. The 
story of his exploits, which appear as a model or a copy of the 
romances of chivalry, may induce a reasonable suspicion of the 
'Veracity of the Greeks: I will not, to vindicate their credit, 
endanger my own: yet I may observe, that, in the long series 
of their annals, :Manuel is the only prince who has been the sub­
ject of similar exaggeration. With the valor of a soldier, he did 
not unite the skill or prudence of a general; his victories were 
not productive of any permanent or useful conquest; and his 
Turkish laurels were blasted in his last unfortunate campaign, in 

'which he lost his army in the mountains of Pisidia, and owed his 
deliverance to the generosity of the sultan. But the most singular 
feature in the character of .Manuel is the contrast and vicissitude 
of labor and sloth, of hardiness and effeminacy. In war he seemed 
ignorfl.ut. of peace, in peace he appearod incapable of war. In the 

http:ignorfl.ut
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field he Jlept in the sun or in the snow, tired in the longest 
marches the strength of his men and horses, and shared with a smile 
the abstinence or diet of the camp. No sooner did he return to 
Constantinople than he resigned himself to the arts and pleasures 
of a life of luxury: the expense of his dress, his table, and his 
palace, surpassed the measure of his predecessors, and whole sum­
mer days were idly wasted in the delicious isles of the Propontis, 
in the incestuous love of his niece Theodora. The douhle cost of 
a warlike and dissolute prince exhausted the revenue, and multi­
plied the taxes; and Manuel, in the distress of his last Turkish 
campaign, endured a bitter reproach from the mouth of a dcsl)crate 
soldier. As he quenched his thirst, he complained that the water 
of a fountain was mingled with Christian blood. " It is not the 
first time," exclaimed a voice from the crowd, "that you have 
drank, 0 emperor, the blood of your Christian subjects." :M:anuel 
Comnenus was twice married, to the virtuous Bertha or Irene of 
Germany, and to the beauteous Maria, a French or Latin princess 
of Antioch. The only daughter of his first wife was destined for 
Bela, a Hungarian prince, who was educated at Constantinople 
under the name ofAlex ius ; and the consummation of their nuptials 
might have transferred the Roman sceptre to a race of free and 
warlike barbarians. But as soon as lVIaria of Antioch had given 
a son and heir to the empire, the presumptive rights of Bela were 
abolished, and he was deprived of his promised bride j but the 
Hungarian prince resumed his name and the kingdom of his 
fathers, and displayed such virtues as might excite the regret and 
envy of the Greeks. The son of M~ria was named Alexius j and 
at the age of ten years he ascended the Byzantine throne, after 
his father's decease had closed the glories of the Comnenian line. . 

The fraternal concord of the two sons of the great Alexius had 
been sometimes clouded by an opposition of interest and passion. 
By ambition, Isaac the Sebastocrator was excited to flight and 
rebellion, from whence he was reclaimed by the firmness and 
clemency of John the Handsome. The errors of Isaac, the father 
of the emperors of Trebizond, were short and venial j but John, 

t the elder of his sons, renounced forever his religion. Provoked 
by a real or imaginary insult of his uncle, he escaped from the 
Roman to the Turkish camp: his apostasy was rewarded with 
\the sultan's daughter, the title of Chelebi, or noble, and the 
inheritance of a princely estate; and in the fifteenth century; 
Mahomet the Second boasted of his Imperial descent from the 
Comnenian family. Andronicus, the younger brother of John, 
son of Isaac, and grandson of Alexius Comnenus, is one of the 
most conspicuous characters of the age; and his genuine adven· 
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tures might form the subject'of a very singular romance. To 
justify the choice of three ladies of royal birth, it is incumbent on 
me to observe, that their fortunate lover was cast in the best 
proportions of strength and beauty; and that the want of the 
softer graces was supplied by a manly countenance, a lofty stature, 
athletic muscles, and the air and deportment \)f a soldier. The 
preservation, in his old age, of health and vigor, was the reward of 
temperance and exercise. A piece of bread and a draught of 
water was often his sole and evening repast; and if he tasted of a 
wild boar or a stag, which he had roasted with his own hands, it 
was the well-earned fruit of a laborious chase. Dexterous in 
arms, he was ignorant of fear: his persuasive eloquence could 
bend to every situation and character of life: his style, though 
not his l)ractice, was fashioned by the example of St. Paul; and, 
-in every deed of mischief, he had a heart to resolve, a head to 
contrive, and a hand to execute. In his youth, after the death of 
the emperor John, he followed the retreat of the Roman army; 
but, in the march through Asia Minor, design or accident tempted 
him to wander in 'the mountains: the hunter was encompassed 
by the Turkish huntsmen, and he remained some time a reluctant 
or willing captive in the power of the sultan. His virtues and 
vices recommended him to the favor of his cousin: he shared the 
perils -and the pleasures of :Manuel; and while the emperor lived 
in public incest )Vith his niece Theodora, the affections of her 
sister Eudocia were seduced and enjoyed by Andronicus. Above 
the decencies of her sex and rank, she gloried in the name of his 
concubine; and both the palace and the camp could witness thut 
she slept, or watched, in the arms of her lover. She accompanied 
him to his military command of Cilicia, the "first scene of his valor 
and imprudence. He pressed, with active ardor, the siege of 
1t1opsuestia: the day was employed in the boldest attacks; but 
the night was wasted in song and dance; and a band of Greek 
comedians formed the choicest part of his retinue. Andronicus 
Was surprised by the sally of a vigilant foe; but, while his troops 
fIed in disorder, his invincible hmce transpierced the thickest 
ranks of the Armenians. On his return to the Imperial camp 
in Macedonia, he was received by :Manuel with public smiler» and 
a private reproof; but the duchies ,of Naissus, Braniseba, and 
Castoria, were the reward or consolation of the unsuccessful 
general. Eudocia still attended his motions: at midnight their 
tent was suddenly attacked by her angry brothers, impatient to 
expiate her infamy in his blood: his daring spirit refused her 
advice, and the disguise of a female ]labit; and, boldly starting 
from his couch, he drew his sword, and cut his way through tho 
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numerous assassins. It was here that he first betrayed hii 
ingratitude and treachery: ho engaged in a treasonable corre­
spondence with the king of Hungary and the German emperor; 
8oproached the royal tent at a suspicious hour with a drawn 
s~orc1. anti, under the mask of a Latin soldier, avowed an intention 
of revenge against a mortal foe j and imprudently praised the 
fleetness of his horse as an instrument of flight and safety. The 
monarch dissembled his sm;picions 'j but, after the close of the 
campaign, Andronicus was arrested and strictly confined in a 
tower of the palace of Constantinople. 

In this prison he was left about -twelve years j a most painful 
restraint, from which the thirst of action and pleasure perpetually 
urged _him to escape. Alone and pensive, he perceived some 
broken bricks in a corner of the chamber, and gradually widened 
the passage, till he had explored a dark and forgotten recess. 
Into this hole he conveyed himself, and the remains of his pro­
visions, replacing the bricks in their former position, and erasing 
with care the footsteps of his retreat. At the hour of the 
customary visit, hiR guards were amazed by the silence and solitude 
of the prison, and reported, with shame and fear, his incompre­
hensible flight. The gates of the palace and city were instantly 
shut: the strictest orders were despatched into the provinces, for 
the recovery of the fugitive; and his wife, on the suspicion of a 
pious act, was -basely imprisoned in' the same tQwer. At the dead 
of the night she beheld a spectre : she reoognized her husbanJ : 
they shared their provisions j and a son was the fruit of these 
stolim interviews, which alleviated the tediousness of their con­
finement. In the custody of a woman, the vigilance of the keepers 
was insensibly relaxed j and the captive had accomplished his 
real escape, when he was discovered, brought back to Constanti­
nople, and loaded with a double chain. At length he found the 
moment, and the means, of his deliverance. A boy, his domestic 
servant, intoxicated the guards, and obtained in wax the im­
pression of the keys. By the diligence of his friends, a similar 
key, with a bundle of ropes, was introduced into the prison, in the 
bottom of a hogshead. Andronicus employed, with industry and 
courage, the instruments of his safety, unlocked the doors, de­
scended from the tower, concealed himself all day among the 
bushes, and scaled in the night the garden-wall of the palace. A 
boat was stationed for his reception: he visited his own house, 
embraced his children, cast away his chain, mounted a fleet horse~ 
and directed his rapid course towards the banks of the Danube. 
Ali Anchialus in Thrace, an intrepid friend supplied him with 
horses and money: he passed the river, traversed with speed the 
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oesert of Moldavia and the Carpathian hills, and had almost 
reached the town of Halicz, in the Polish Russia, when he was 
intercepted by a party of Walachians, who resolved to convey 
their important captive to Constantinople. His presence of mind 
again extricated him from this danger. Under the pretence of 
sickness, he dismounted in the night, and was allowed to step 
aside from the troop: he planted in the ground his long staff, 
clothed it with his cap and upper garment j and, stealing into the 
wood, left a phantom to amuse, for some time, the eyes of the 
Walachians. From Halicz he was hOlorably conducted to Kiow, 
the residence of the great duke: the subtle Greek soon obtained 
the esteem and confidence of Ieroslaus j his chalacter could assume 
the manners of every climate; and the barbarians applauded his 
strength and courage in the chase of the elks and beurs of the 
forest. In this northern region he deserved the forgiveness of 
Manuel, who solicited the Russian prince to join l1i8 arms in the 
invasion of Hungary. The influence of .A.ndronicus achieved thiE 
important service: his private treaty was signed with a l)romise 
of fidelity on one side, and of oblivion on the other; and he 
marched, at the head of the Russian cavalry, from the Borysthenes 
to the Danube. In his resentment ltlanuel had ever sympathized 
with the martial and dissolute character of his cousin; and his 
free pardon was sealed in the assault of Zemlin, in which he was 
second, and second only, to the valor of the emperor. 

No sooner was the exile restored to freedom and his country, 
than his ambition revived, at first to his own, and at length 'to the 
public, misfortune. A daughter of ltlanuel was a feeble bar to 
the succession of the more deserving males of the Comnenian 
blo~d : her future marriage with the prince of Hungary was 
repugnant to the hopes or prejudices of the princes and nobles. 
But when an oath of allegiance was required to the· presumptive 
heir, Andronicus alone asserted the honor of the Roman name, 
declined the unlawful engagement, and boldly protested against 
the adoption of a IIItranger. His patriotism was offensive to the 
emperor, but he spoke the sentiments of the people, and was re­
moved from the royal presence by an honorable banishment, a 
second command of the Cilician frontier, with the absolute dis­
posal of the revenues of Cyprus. In this station the Annenians 
again' exercised his courage and exposed his negligence j and the 
same rebel, who bafiied all his vpentions, was unhorsed, and 
almost slain by the ~igor of his lance. But .Audronicus soon 
discovered a more easy and pleasing conquest, the beautiful 
Philippa, sister of the empress 1\Iaria, and daughter of Raymond 
Of Poitou, the Latin prince of Antioch. For her sake he deserted 
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his station, and wasted the summer in balls and tournaments: to 
his love she sacrificed her innocence, her reputation, and the offer 
of an advantageous marriage. But the resentment of 1fIanuel for 
this domestic affront interrupted his pleasures: Andronicus left 
the indiscreet princess to weep and to repent; and, with a band of 
desperate adventurers, undertook the pilgrimage of Jerusalem. 
His birth, his martial renown, and professions of ze,llol, announced 
him as the champion of the Cross: he soon captivated both the 
clergy and the king; and the Greek prince was invested with the 
lordship of Bel'ytus, on the coast of Phrenicia. In his neighbor­
hood resided a young and handsome queen, of his own nation and 
family, great-granddaughter of the emperor Alexis, and widow of 
Baldwin the Third,' king of Jerusalem. She visited and loved 
her kinsman. Theodora was the third victim of his amorous 
seduction; and her shame was more public and scandalous than 
that of her predecessors. The emperor still thirsted for revenge; 
and his subjects and allies of the Syrian frontier were repeatedly 
pressed to seize the person, and put out tIle eyes, of the fugitive. 
In Palestine he was no longer safe; but the tender Theodora 
revealed his danger and accompanied his flight. The queen of 
Jerusalem was exposed to the East, his obsequious concubine; 
and two illegitimate children were the living monuments of her 
weakness. Damascus was his first refuge ; and, in the characters 
of the great N oureddin and his servant Saladin, the superstitious 
Greek might learn to revere the virtues of the 1flussullllans. As 
the friend of N oureddin he visited, most propably, Bagdad, and 
the courts of Persia; and, after a.!ong circuit round the Caspian 
Sea and the mountains of Georgia, he finally settled among the 
Turks of Asia Minor, the hereditary enemies of his country .•The 
sultan of Colonia afforded a hospitable retreat to A.ndronicus, his 
mistress and his band of outlaws: the debt of gratitude was paid 
by frequent inroads in the' Roman province of Trebizond; and be 
seldom returned without an ample harvest of spoil and of Christian 
captives. In the story of his adventures, he was fond of compar­
ing himself to David, who escaped, by a long exile, the snares of 
the wicked. But the royal prophet (he presumed to add) was 
content to lurk on the borders of Judrea, to slay an Amalckite, 
and to threaten, in his miserable state, the life of the avaricious 
Nabal. The excursions of the Comnenian prince had a wider 
range; and be had spread over the Eastern world the glory of his 
name and religion. By a sentence of the Greek church, the 
licentious rover had been separated from the faithful; but even 
this excommunication may prove that he never abjured tho 
profession of Christianity .. His vigilance had eluded or repelled 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 437 

the open and secret persecution of the emperor; but he was at 
length insnared by the captivity of his female companion. The 
governor of Trebizond succeeded in his attempt to surprise the 
persJOn of Theodora: the queen of Jerusalem and her two children 
were sent to 'Constantinople, and their loss imbittered the tedious 
solitude of banishment. The fugitive implored and obtained a 
final pardon, with leave to throw himself at the feet of his sover­
eign, who was satisfied with the submission of this haughty 
spirit. Prostrate on the ground, he deplored .with tears and­
groans the guilt of his past rcbellion; nor would he presume to 
arise, un] ess some faithful subject would drag him to the foot of 
the throne, by an iron chain with which he had secretly encircleu. 
l1is neck. This extraordinary penance excited the wonder and 
pity of the assembly; his sins were forgiven by the church alld 
state; but the just suspicion of :l\Ianuel fixed his residence at a 
distance from the court, at Oenoe, a town of Pontus, surrounded 
with rich vineyards, and situate on the coast of the Euxine. The 
death of Manuel, and the disorders of the minority, soon opened 
the fairest field to his ambition. The eml)eror was a boy of 
twelve or fourteen years 'of age, without vigor, or wisdom, or 
experience: his mother, the empress Mary, abandoned her persoll 
and government to a favorite of the .Comnenian name; and his 
sister, another ~'[arY, wllose husband, an Italian, was decorated 
with the title of Cresar, excited a conspiracy, and at length an 
insurrection, against her odious step-mother. The provinces were 
forgotten, the capital was in flames, and a century of peace amI 
order was overthrown in the vice and weakness of a few months. 
A civil war was kindled in Constantinople; the two factions 
fought a bloody battle in the square of the palace, and the rebels 
sustained a regular siege in the catheoral of St. Sophia. . 'fhe 
patriarch labored with honest zeal to heal the wounds of the 
republic, the most respectable patriots called aloud for a guardian 
and avenger, and every tongue repeated the praise of the talents 
and even the virtues of Andronicus. In his retirement, he affected 
to revolve the solemn duties of his oath: "If the safety or ponor 
of the Imperial family be threatened, I wiH reveal and oppose the 
mischief to the utmost of my power." His correspondence with 
the patriarch and patricians was seasoned with apt quotations from 
the Psalms of David and the epistles of St. Paul; and he patiently 
waited till he was called to her deliverance by the voice of his 
country. In his march from Oenoe to Constantinople, his slender 
1rain insensibly swelled to a crowd and an army: his professions 
of religion and' loyalty were mistaken for the language of his 
heart; and the simplicity of a foreign dress, which showed to 
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advantage his majestic stature, displayed a lively image of his 
poverty and exile. All opposition sunk before him; he reached 
the straits of the Thracian Bosphorus; the Byzantine navy sailed 
from the harbor to receive and transport the savior of the empire; 
the torrent was loud and irresistible, and the insects who had 
basked in the sunshine of royal favor disappeared at the blast of tho 
storm. It was the first cure of Andronicus to occupy the palace, 
to salute the emperor, to confine his mother, to punish her.min­
ister, and to restore the public order aud tranquillity. He then 
,visited the sepulchre of 1tIanuel : thu spectators were ord<:red to 
stand aloof, but as he bowed in the attitude of prayer, they heard, 
or thought. they heard, a murmur of triumph or revenge: "I no 
longer fear thee, myoId enemy, who hast driven me a vagabond 
to evCl'y climate of the earth. Thou art safely deposited under u 
sevenfold dome, from whence thou canst never arise till the sig­
nal of the last trumpet, It is now my turn, and speedily will I 
trample on thy ashes and thy posterity." From his subsequent 
tyranny we may impute sllch feelings to the man and the moment; 
but it is not extremely probuble that he gave an articulate sound 
to his secret thoughts. In the first months of his administration, 
.his designs were veiled by a fair semblance of hypocrisy, which 
could delude only the eyes of the multitudo : the coronation of 
Alexius was performed with due solemnity, and his perfidious 
guardian, holding in his hands the body and blood of Christ, most 
fervently declared that he lived, and was ready to die, for the 
service of his beloved pupil. But his numerous adherents were 
instructed to maintain, that the sinking empire must perish in the 
hands of a child, that the Romans could only be saved by a 
veteran prince, bold in arms, skilful in policy, and taught to reign 
by the long experience of fortune and mankind; and that it was 
the duty of every citizen to force the reluctant modesty of 
Andronicus to undertake the burden of the public care. The young 
emperor was himself constrained to join his voice to the general 
acclamation, and to solicit the association of a colleague, who in~ 
stantly degraded him from the supreme rank, secluded his person, 
and verified the rash declaration of the patriarch, that Alexius might 
be considered as dead, 80 soon as he was committed to the cust.ody 
of his guardian. But his death w.as preceded by the imprisonment 
and execution of his mother. After blackening her reputation, and 
inflaming against her the passions of the multitude, the tyrant 
accused and tried the empress for a treasonable correspondence 
with the king of Hungary. His own son, a. youth of honor and 
hnm~nity, avowed his abhorrence of this flagitious act, and thr~o 
of the judges had the merit of preferring their conscience to theIr 
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safety: but the obsequious tribunal, without reqUlnng ,any re­
proof, or hearing any defence, condemned the widow of Manuel; 
and her unfortunate son subscribed the sentence of her death. Maria 
was strangled, her corpse was buried in the sea, and her memory 
Was wounded by the insult most offensive to female vanity, a false 
and ugly representation of her beauteous form. The f-ate of her 
son was not long deferred; he was strangled with a bowstring; 
and the tyrant, insensible to pity or remorse, after surveying tho 
body of the innocent youth, struck it rudely with his fooii: "Thy 
father," he cried, "was a knave, thy niother- a whore, and thyself 
afool I" ­

The Roman sceptre, the reward of Ilja crimes, was held by 
Andronicus about three years and a half as the guard~an or sover­
eign of the empire. His government exhibited a. singular contrru;t 
of vice and virtue. When he listened to his passions, he Was the 
scourge; when he consulted his reason, the father, of his people. 
In the exercise of private justice, he was equitable and rigorous: 
a shameful and pernicious venality was abolished, and the offices 
were filled with the most deserving candidates, by a prince who 
had sense to choose, and severity to punish. He prohibited the in­
human practice of pillaging the goods and persons of shipwrecked 
Inariners; the provinces, so long the objects of oppression or 
neglect, revived in prosperity and plenty; and millions applauded 
the distant blessings of his reign, while he was cursed by the 
witnesses of his daily cruelties. The ancient proverb, That blood­
thirsty is the man who returns from banishment to power, had 
been applied, with too much truth, to :Marius and Tiberius; and 
was now verified for the third time in the life of Andronicus. His 
memory was stored with a black list of the enemies and rivals, 
who had traduced his merit, opposed bis greatness, or insulted his 
misfortunes; and the only comfort of his exile was the sacred 
hope and promise of revenge. The necessary extinction of the 
young emperor and his mother imposed the fatal obligation of 
extirpating the friends, who hated, and might punish, the assassin; 
and the repetition of murder rendered him less willing, and less 
able, to forgive.* A horrid narrative-of the victims whom he 8ac­

* Fallmeruyer (Ge8chichte des Kaiserthnms von Trapezunt, p. 29, 33) has highly 
dmwn the character of Andronicns. In his view, the extermination of the Byzan­
tine factions and dissolute nobility was part of a deep-laid and splendid plan for 
the regeneration of the empire. It was necessary for the wise and benevolent; 
~chemes of the father of his people to lop off those limbs which were infected with 
Irremediable pestilence­

.. and with necessity, 
The tyrant's plea, excused his devilish deeds 1"-

Stin the fall of Androuicus was a fatal blow to the Byzantine empire.-M. 
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rificed by poison or the sword, by the sea or the flames, would bE! 
less expressive of his cruelty than the appellation of the halcyon 
days, which was applied to a rare and bloodless week of repose ': 
the tyrant strove to transfer, on the laws and the judges, some 
portion of his guilt; but the mask was fallen, and his subjects 
could no longer mistake the true author of their calamities. The 
noblest Qf the Greeks, more especially those who, by desf!ent or 
alliance, might dispute the Comnenian inheritance, escaped from 
the monster's den: Nice and Prusa, Sicily or Cyprus, were their 
places of refuge; and as' their flight was already criminal, they 
aggravated their offence by an open revolt, and the Imperial title. 
Yet Andronicus resisted the daggers and swords of his most formi­
dable enemies: Nice and Prusa were reduced and chastised: 
the Sicilians. were content with the sack of Thessalonica; and the 
distance of Cyprus was not more propitious to the rebel than to 
the tyrant. His throne was subverted by a rival without merit, 
and a people without arms. Isaac Angelus, a descendant in the 
female line from the ~reat Alexius, was marked as a victim by the 
prudence or superstitIOn of the emperor.* In a moment of despair, 
Angelus defended his life and liberty, slew the executioner, and 
fled to the church of St. Sophia. Tile sanctuary was insensibly 
:filled with a curious and mournful crowd, who, in his fate, prog­
nosticated their own. But their lamentations were scon turned 
to curses... and their curses to threuts: they dared to usk, " Why 
do we fear ~ why do we obey? We are many, and he is one: our 
pa.tience is the only bond of our slavery. " With the dawn of day 
the city burst into a general sedition, the prisons were thrown 
open, the coldest and most servile were roused to the defence of 
their country, and Isaac, the second of the name, was raised from 
the sanctuary to the throne. Unconscious of his danger, the tyrant 
'was absent; withdrawn from the toils of state, in the delicious 
islands of the Propontis. He had contracted an indecent marriage 
with Alice, or Agnes, daughter of Lewis the Seventh, of Frunce, 
and relict of the unfortunate Alexius; and his society, more 
suitable to his temper than to his age, was composed of a young 
wife and a favorite concubine. On the first alarm, he rushed to 
Constantinople, impatient for the blood of the guilty; but he was 
astonished by the silence of the palace, the tumult of the city, 
and the general desertion of mankind. Andronicus proclaimed a 
free pardon to his subjects; they neither desired, nor would grant, 
forgiveness; he offered to resign the crown to his son :Manuel; but 

• According to Nicetas (p. 444), Androntcns despiied the imbecile Isaac too much 
to tear him; he was arrested by the officious zeal or Stephen, the instrument of 
the-emperQi"s cruelties.-M. 
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the virtues of the son could not expiate his father's crimes. The 
sea was still open for his retreat; but the news of the revolution had 
flown along the coast; when fear had ceased, obedience was no 
more: the Imperial galley was pursued and taken by an armed 
brigantine,. and. the tyrant was dragged to the presence of Isaac 
Angelus, loaded with fetters, and a long chain round his nech:. 
His eloquence, and the tears of his female companions, pleaded in 
vain for his life; but; instead of the decencies of a legal execution, 
the new monarch abandoned the criminal to the Humerous suf­
ferers, whom he had deprived of a father, a husband or a friend. 
His teeth and llair, an eye and a hand, were torn from him, as a 
poor compensation for their loss; and a short respite was allowed, 
that he might feel the bitterness of death. Astride on a camel, with­
out any danger of rescue, he was carried through the city, and tho 
basest of the populace rejoiced to trample on the fallen majesty of 
their prince. After a thousand blows and outrages, Andronicus 
W3.S hung by the feet, between two pillars, that supported the 
statues of a wolf and a sow; and every hand that could re3.ch the 
public en"tmy, inflicted on his body some mark of ingenious or 
brutal cruelty, till two friendly or furious Italians, plunging their 
swords into his body, released him from all human punishment. 
In this long and painful agony, " Lord have mercy upon me I" and 
" Why will you bruise a broken reed?" were the only words that 
escaped from his mouth. Our hatred for the tyrant is lost in pity 
f?r the man; nor can we blame his pusillanimous resignation, 
SlUce a Greek Christian was no longer master of his life. 

r have been tempted.to expatiate on the extraordinary character 
and adventures of Andronicus; but I shall here terminate the 
series of the Greek emperors since the time of Heraclius. The 
branches that sprang from the Comnenian trunk had insensibly 
withered; and the male line was continued only in the posterity 
of Andronicus himself, who, in the puhlic confusion, usurp,ed the 
~overeignty of Trebizond, so obscure in history, and so famous 
lU romance. A private citizen of Philadelphia, Constantine 
Angelus, had emerged to wealth and honors, by his marriage 
with a daughter of the emperot Alexius. His son Andronicus is 
conspicuous only by his cowardice. Hi.s grandson Isaac punished 
and succeeded the tyrant: but he was dethroned by his own vices, 
and th~ ambition of his brother; and their discord introduced the 
Latins to the conquest of Constantinople, the first great period in 
the fall of the Eastern empire. . 

If we compute the number and duration of the reigns, it will be 
found ,hat a period of six hundred years is filled by sixty em­
PQrors, incLudmg in the Augustan list some female sovereigns i 

http:tempted.to
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and deducting somo usurpers -who were neve! acknowledged in 
the capital, and some princes who did not live to possess their in .. 
heritance. The average proportion will allow ten years for each 
emperor, far below t.he chronological rule of Sir Isaac Newton, 
who, from the experience of more recent and regular monarchies, 
has defined about eighteen or twenty years as the term of an 
ordinary reign. The Byzantine empire wus most tranquil and 
prosperous when it could acquiesce in hereditary succession: five 
dynasties, the Heraclian, Jsaurian, Amorian, Basilian, and Com­
nenian families, enjoyed and transmitted the royal patrimony 
during their respective series of five, four, three, six, and four 
generations; several princes number the years of their reign with 
those of their infancy; and Constantine the Seventh and bis two 
grandsons occupy the space of an entire century. But in the in­
tervals of, the Byzantine dynasties, the succession is rapid and 
broken, and the name of a successful candidate is speedily erased 
by a more fortunate competitor. ]Iany were the paths that led to 
the summit of royalty: the fabric of rebellion was overthrown by 
the stroke of conspiracy, or undermined by the silent arts of 
intrigue: the favorites of the soldiers or people, of the senate or 
clergy, of the women and eunuchs, were alternately clothed with 
the purple: the means of their elevation were base, and their end 
was:often contemptible or tragic. A being of the nature of men 
endowed with the same faculties, but with a longer measure of 
existence, would cast down a smile of pity and contempt on tl1C 
crimes and follies of human ambition, so eager, in a narrow span, 
to grasp at a precarious and short-lived enjoyment. It is thns 
that the experience of history: exalts 'and enlarges the horizon of 
our intellectual view. In a composition of some days, in a perusal of 
some h<?urs, six hundred years have rolled away, and the duration 
of a life or reign is contracted to a fleeting moment; the grave is 
ever beside the throne: the success of a criminal is almost in­
stantly followed by the loss of his prize j and our immortal reason 
survives and disdains the sixty phantoms of ldngs who have passed 
before our eyes, and faintly dwell on our remembrance. The 
observation that, in every a~e and climate, ambition has prevailed 
with the same commanding energy, may abate the surpIise of a 
philosopher. But while he condemns the vanity, he may search 
Ithe motive, of this universal desire to obtain and hold the sceptre 
of dominion. To the greater part of the Byzantine series we ca~­
not reasonaoly ascribe the love of fame and of mankind. The 
virtue alone of John Comnenus was beneficent and pure: the most 
illustrious of the princes, who precede or follow that respectable 
name, have trod with some dexterity and vigor the crooked and 
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bloody paths of a selfish policy: in scrutinizing tIlt' imperfect 
characters of Leo the Isaurian, Basil the First, and Alexius Com­
nenus, of Theophilus, the second Basil, and :Manuel Comnenus, 
our esteem and censure are almost equally balanced; and the 
remai9der of the Imperial crowd could only desire and expect to 
be forgotten by posterity. Was personal happiness the aim and 
object of thE'ir ambition? I shall not descant on the vulgar topics 
of the misery of kings j but I may surely observe, that their con­
dition, of all others, is the most pregnant with fear, and the least 
susceptible of hope. ,For these opposite passions, a larger scope 
was allowed in the revolutions of antiquity than in the smooth and 
solid temper of the modern world, which cannot easily repeat either 
the triumph of Alexander or the fall of Darius. But the peculiar 
infelicity of the Byzantine princes exposed them to domestic perils, 
without affording any lively promise of foreign conquest. From 
the pinnacle of greatness, Andronicus was precipitated by a death 
more cruel and shameful than that of the vilest malefactor; but 
the most glorious uf his predecessors had much more to dread from 
their subjects than to hope from their enemies. The army was 
licentious without spirit, the nation turbulent without freedom: 
the barbnri:ms of the East and West pressed on the monarchy, 
and the loss of the provinces was terminated by the final servitude 
of the capital. 

The entire series of Roman Emperors, from the first of tho 
Cresars to the last of the Constantines, extends above fifteen 
hundred years; and the term of dominion, unbroken by foreign 
conquest, surpasses the measure of the ancient monarchies; the 
Assyrians or Medes, the successors of Cyrus, or those of Alexander. 

CHAPTER XLIX. 

lliTRODUCTION, WORsmp, AND PERSECUTION OF IMAGES.- ·REVOT,T 
OF ITALY AND ROltE.-TEMPORAL DOMINION OF TilE POPES.:­
CONQUEST OF ITALY BY THE FRANKS.-ESTABLISmmNT OF UIA­
GES.-CHARACTER AND CORONATION OF CIIARLEl\[AGNE.-RES­
TORA'noN AND DECAY OF THE ROMAN El£PIRE IN THE WEST.­
INDEPENDENCE OF ITALY.-CONSTITUTION OF THE GERMANIC 
DODY. 

IN the connection of the church and state, I have consldered 
the former as subservient only, and relative, to the latter; a salu.. 
tary maxim, if in fact, as well as in narrative, it had ever been 
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held sacred. ../.'he Oriental philosophy of the Gnostics, the dark 
abyss of predestination and grace, and the strange transformation 
of the Eucharist from the sign to the substance of Christ's body, I 
I have purposely abandoned to the curiosity of speculative divines. 
But I have reviewed, with diligence and pleasure, the objects of 
ecclesiastical history, by which the decline and fall of the Roman 
empire were materially affected, the propagation of Christianity, 
the constitution of the Catholic church, the ruin of Paganism, and 
the sects that arose from the mysterious controversies concerning 
the Trinity and incarnation. At the head of this class we may 
justly Tank the worship of images, so fiercely disputed in the 
eighth and ninth centuries; since a question of popular supersti­
tion produced the revolt of Italy, the temporal power of the 
popes, and the restoration of the Roman empire in the West. 

The primitive Christians were possessed with an unconquerable 
repugnance to the use and abuse of images; and this aversion 
may be ascribed to their descent from the Jews, and their enmity 
to the Greeks. The Mosaic law had severely proscribed all 
representations of the Deity; and that precept was firmly es­
tablished in the principles and .practice of the chosen people. 
The wit of the Christian apologists was pointed against the 
foolish idolaters, who bowed before the workmanship of their 
own hands; the images of brass and marble, which, had they 
been endowed with sense and motion, should have started rather 
from the pedestal to adore the creative powers of the artist. 1I 

Perhaps some recent and imperfect converts of the Gnostic tribe 
might crown the statues of Christ and St. Paul with the profane 
honors which they paid to those of Aristotle and Pythagoras j S 

but the public religion of the Catholics was uniformly simple 
and spiritual; and the first notice of the use of ,pictures is in the 
censure of the council of Illiberis, three hundl'erl years after tho 
Christian rera. Under the successors of Constantine, in the 
peace and luxury of the triumphant church, the more prudent 
bishops condescended to indulge a visible superstition, for 
the benefit of the multitude, and, after the ruin of Paganism, 
they were no longer restrained by the apprehension of an odious 
parallel. The first introduction of a symbolic worship was in the 
veneration of the cross and of relics. The saints and martyrs, 
whose intercession was implored, were seated on the right hand 
of God; but the gracious and often supernatural favors, which, 
in the popular belief, were showered round their tomb, conveyed 
an unquestionable sanction of the devout pilgrims, who visited, 
and touched, and kissed these lifeless remains, the memorials, of 
their merits and sufferings. 4 But a memorial more interestmg 
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than the skull or the sandals of a departed worthy is the faithful 
copy of his person and features, delineated by the arts of painting 
or sculpture. In every age, such copies, so congenial to human 
feelings, have been cherished by the zeal of private friendship, 
or public esteem: the images of the Roman emperors were 
adored with civil, and almost religious honorH; a reverence less 
ostentatious, but more sincere, was applied to the statues of sages 
and patriots; and these profane virtues, these splendid sins, dis, 
appeared in the presence of the holy men,. who had died for their 
celestial and everlasting country. At first the experiment was 
made with caution and scruple ; and the venerable pictures were 
discreetly allowed to instruct the ignorant, to awaken the cold, 
and to gratify the prejudices of the heathen proselytes: By a 
slow though inevitable progression, _the honors of the original 
were transferred to the copy: the devout Christian prayed before 
the image of a saint; and the Pagan rites of genuflection, lumi­
naries, and incense, again stole into the Catholic church. The 
scruples of reason, or piety, were silenced by the strong evidence 
of visions and miracles; and the pictures which speak, and move, 
and bleed, must be endowed with a divine eilergy, and may be 
considered as the proper objects of religious adoration. The 
most audacious pencil might tremble in the rash attempt of de­
fining, by forms and colors, the infinite Spirit, the eternal Father, 
who pervades and sustains the universe. f> But the superstitious 
mind was more easily reconciled to paint and to worship the 
angels, and above all, the Son of God, under the human shape, 
which on earth they have condescended to assume. The second 
person of the Trinity had been clothed with a real and mortal 
body; but that body had ascended into heaven: and had not 
some similitude been presented to the eyes or-his disciples, the 
spiritual worship of Christ might have been obliterated by the 
visible relics and representations of the saints. A similar in~ 
dUlgence was requisite and propitious for the Virgin :Mary: tho 
place of her burial was unknown; and the assumption of her 
soul and body into heaven was adopted by the credulity of the 
Greeks and Latins. The use, and even the worship, of images 
was firmly established before the end of the sixth century: they 
Were fondly cherished by the warm imagination of the Greeks and 
Asiatics: the Pantheon and Vatican were adorned with the em­
blems of a new superstition; but this semblance of idolatry was 
Inore coldly entertained by the rude barbarians and the Arian 
clergy of the West. The bolder forms of sculpture, in brass or 
marble, which peopled the temples of antiquity, were offensive to 
the fancy or conscience of the Christian (l~eeks : and a smooth 
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surface of colors has ever been esteemed a more decent and harm. 
less mode of imitation. 6 

The merit and effect of a copy depends on its resemblance with 
the original; but the primitive Christians were ignorant of the 
genuin~ features of the Son of God, his mother, and his apostles: 
the statue of Christ at Paneas in Palestine7 was more probably 
that of some temporal savior; tho Gnostics and their profane 
monuments were reprobated; and the fancy of the Christian ar­
tists could only be guided by the clandestine imitation of some 
beathen model. In this distress, a bold and dexterous invention 
assured at once the likeness of the image and the innocence of the 
worship. A new superstructure of fable was raised on the popular 
basis of a Syrian legend, on the correspondence of Christ and Ab­
garus, so-famous in the days of Eusebius, so reluctantly deserted by 
our modern advocates. The bishop of Cresarea8 records the epistle, 9 

but he most strangely forgets the picture of Christ; 10 the perfect 
impression of his face on a linen, with which he gratified the faith 
of the royal stranger who ]lad invoked his healing power, and 
vffered the strong city of Edessa to protect him against the malice 
of the Jews. The ignorance of the primitive church is explained 
by the long imprisonment of the image in a niche of the wall, 
from whence, after an oblivion of five hundred years, it was re­
leased by some prudont bishop, and seasonably presented to tho 
devotion of the times. Its first and most glorious exploit was the 
deliverance of the city from the arms of Chosroes Nusbirvan; 
and it was soon revered as a pledge of the divine promise, that 
Edessa should never be taken by a foreign enemy. It is true, in­
deed, that the text of Procopius ascribes the double deliverance 
of Edessa to the ~ealth and valor of her citizens, who purchased 
the absence and repelled the assaults of the Persian monarch. 
He was ignorant, the profane historian, of the testimony which 
be is compelled to deliver in the ecclesiastica! page of Evagius, 
that the Palladium was exposed on the rampart, and that the 
water which had been sprinkled on the holy face, instead of 
quenching, added new fuel to the flames of the besieged. After 
this important service, the image of Edessa was preserved with 
respect and gratitude; and if the Armenians rejected the legend, 
the more credulous Greeks adored the similitude, which was not 
the work of any mortal pencil, but the immediate creation of tho 
divine original. The style and sentiments of a Byzantine hymn. 
will declare how far their worship was removed from the grossest 
idolatry. ',' How can we with mortal eyes contemplate this image, 
whose celestial splendor .the host of heaven presumes not to ?~ 
hold ~ HE who dwells In heaven, condescends this day to Vlslt 
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us by his venerable imago: HE who is seated on the cherubim, 
visits us this day by a picture, which the Father has delineated 
with his immaculate hand, which he has formetl in an ineffable 
manner, and which we sanctify by adoring it with fear and love." 
Before the end of the sixth century, these images, made witlwui 

hands (in Greek it is a single word 11), were propagated in th~ 
camps and cities of the Eastern empire: 12 they were the objects 
of worship, and the instruments of miracles-; and in the hour of 
danger or tumult their venerable presence could revive the hope, 
rekindle the courage, or repress the fury, of the Roman legions. 
Of these pictures, the far greater part, the transcripts of a human 
pencil could only pretend to a secondary likeness and improper 
~itle : but there were some of higher descent, who derived their 
resemblance from an immediate contact with the original, en­
dowed, for that purpose, with a miraculous and prolific virtue. 
The most ambitious aspired from a filial to a fraternal relation 
with the image of Edessa; and such is the -;eronica of Rome, or 
Spain, or Jerusalem, which Christ in his agony and bloody sweat 
applied to his face, and delivered to a holy matron. The fruitful 
precedent was speedily transferred to th~ Virgin 1\fary, and tho 
saints and martyrs. In the church of Diospolis, in Palestine, the 
features of the 1vlother of God IS 'Were deeply inscribed in a marble 
column; the East and West have been decorated by the pencil of 
St. Luke; and the Evangelist, who was perhaps a physician, has 
been forced to exercise t,he occupation of a painter, so profane 
aad odious in the eyes of the primitive Christians. The Olym"­
pian Jove, created by the rimse of Homer and the chisel of }?hidi­
as, might inspire a philosophic mind with momentary devotion; 
hut these Catholic images were faintly and flatly delineated by 
monkish artists in tbo last degeneracy of taste and genius. It 

The worship of images had stolen into the church by insensi­
1)10 degrees, and each petty step was pleasing to the superstitious 
mind as productive of comfort, and innocent of sin. But in the 
beginning of the eighth century, in the full magnitude of the 
abuse, the more timorous Greeks were awakened by nn apprehen­
sion, that under the mask of Christianity, they had restored the 
religion of their fathers: they heard, with grief and impatience, 
the name of idolaters; the incessant charge of the Jews and 1\la­
hometans, If> who derived from the Law and the koran an immor­
tal hatred to graven images and all relative worship. The servi­
tUde of the Jews might curb their zeal, and depreciate their 
authority; but the triumphant 1tlussulmans, who reigned at Da­
mascus, and threatened Constantinople, cast into the scale of re­
proach the accumulated weight of truth and victory. The citici 

n. E. iii.-l1 
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of Syria. Palestine, and Egypt had bCEm fortified with the images 
of Christ. his mother, and his saints; and each city presumed on 
the hope Qr promiRe of miraculous defence. In a rapid conquest 
of ten years, the Arabs subdued those cities and these images; 
and, in their opinion, the Lord of Hosts pronounced h. decisive 
judgment between the adoration and contempt of these mute and 
inanimate idols.* For a while Edessa had braved the Persian 
assaults; but the chosen city, the spouse of Christ, was involved 
in the common ruin; and his divine resemblance became the slave 
and trophy of the infidels. After a servitude of three hundred 
years, the Palladium was yielded to the devotion of Constantino­
ple, for a ransom of twelve thousand pounds of silver, the re­
demption of two hundred Mussulmans, and a perpetua.l truce for 
the territory of Edessa. 16 In this season of distress and dismay, 
the eloquence of the monks was exercised in the defence of 
images; and they attempted t.o prove that the sin and schism of 
the greatest part of the Orientals had_ forfeited the favor, and an­
nihilated the virtue of these precious symbols. But they wer0 
now opposed by the murmurs of many simple or rational Chris­
tians, who appealed to ~he evidence of texts, of facts, and of the 
primitive times, and secretly desired the reformation of the 
~hurch. As the worship of images had never been established by 
any general or positive law, its progress in the Eastern empire had 
been retarded, or accelerated, by the differences of men and man­
ners, the lo'Cal degrees of refinement, and the personal characters 
of the bishops. The splendid devotion was fondly cherished by 
the levity of the capital, and the inv'entive genius of the Byzan­
tine clergy; while the rude and remote districts of Asia were 
strangers to this innovation of sacred luxury. ~rany large con­
gregations of Gnostics and Arians maintained, after their conver­
sion, the simple worship which had preceded their separation; 
and the-Armenians, the most JVarlike subjects of Rome, were not 
reGonciled, in the twelfth century, to the sight of images. 17 

These various denominations of men afforded a fund of prejudice 
and aversion, of small account in the villages of Anatolia or 
Thrace, but which, in the fortune of a soldier. a prelate, or a 
eunuch, might be often connected with the powers of the church 
and state. 

Of such adventurers, the most fortunate was the emperor Lee 

*Yezid, ninth caliph of the race of the Ommladre, caused an the Images In Slria 
to be destroyed about the year 719; hence the orthodox reproached the sectananl 
~ith followmg the example of the Saracens and the Jews. Frabl'JD. Mon. Johan. Je­
fosylym. Script. Byzant. vol. xvi. p. 235. Rist. des Repub. Ital. par )1. Sismond~ 
..01. i p. 126.-G. 
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!he Third,18 who, from the mountains of Isauria, ascended -'the 
throne of the East. He was ignorant of sacred and profane let­
ters; but his education, his reason, perhaps his intercourse with 
the Jews and Arabs, had inspired the martial peasant with a 
hatred of images; and it was held to be the duty of a prince to 
impose on his subjects the dictates of his own conscience. But 
in the outset of an unsettled reign, during ten years of toil and 
danger, Leo submitted to the meanness of hypocrisy, bowed be­
fore the idols which he despised, and satisfied the Roman pontiff 
with the annual profes~ions of his orthodoxy and zeal. In the ref­
ormation of religion, his first steps were modJrate and cautious: 
he assembled a great council of senators and bishops, and enacted, 
with their consent, that all the images should be removed from 
the sanctuary and altar to a proper height in the churches, where 
they might be visible to the eyes, and inaccessible to the supersti­
tion, of the people. But it was impossible on either side to check 
the rapid though adverse impulse of veneration and abhorrence; 
in their lofty position, the sacred images still edified their vota­
ries, and reproached the tyrant. He was himself provoked by re­
sistance and invective; and his own party accused him of -an im­
perfect discharge of his duty, and urged for his imitation the ex­
ample of the Jewish king who had broken without scruple the 
brazen serpent of the temple. By a second edict, he proscribed 
the existence as well as the use of religious pictures; the churches 
of Constantinople and the provinces were cleansed from idolatry; 
the images of Christ, the Virgin, and the saints, were demolished, 
or a smooth surface of plaster was spread over the walls of the 
edifice. The sect of the Iconoclasts was supported by the zeal 
and despotism of six emperors, and the East and West were in­
volved in a noisy conflict of one hundred and twenty years. It 
was the design of Leo the Isaurian to pronounce the cQndemnation 
of images as an article of faith, and by the authority of a general 
council: but the convocation of such an assembly was reserved 
for his son Constantine; 19 and though it is stigmatized by 
triumphant bigotry as a meeting of fools and atheists, their own 
partial and mutilated acts betray many symptoms of reason and 
piety. The debates and decrees of many pro7incial synods intro­
duced the summons of the general council which met in the 
suburbs of Constantinople, and was composed of the respectable 
number of three hundred and thirty-eight hishops of Eurupe and 
Anatolia; for the patriarchs of Antioch and Alexandria were the 
slaves of the caliph, and the Roman pontiff had withdrawn the 
churches of Italy and the West from the communion of the 
Greeks. This Byzantine synod assumed the rank and powers of 
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the seventh general council ; yet even this title was a recognition 
of the six preceding assemblies, which had laboriously built the 
structure of the Catholic faith. After a serious deliberation of six 
months, the three hundred and thirty-eight bishops pronounced 
and subscribed a unanimous decree, that all visible symbols of 
Christ, except in the Eucharist, were either blasphemous" or he­
retical; that image-worship was a corruption of Christianity and a 
renewal of Paganism; that all such monuments of idolatry should 
be broken or erased; and that those who should refuse to deliver 
the objects of their private superstition, were guilty of disobedi­
ence to the authority of the church and of the emperor. In their 
loud and loyal acclamations, they celebrated the merits of their 
temporal redeemer; and to his zeal and justice they intrusted the 
execution of their spiritual censures. At" Constantinople, as in 
the former councils, the will of the prince was the rule of episco­
pal faith ; but on this occasion I am inclined to suspect that a 
large majority of the prelates sacrificed their secret conscience to 
the temptations of hope and fear. In the long night of superstItion 
the Christian~ had wandered far away from the simplicity of the 
Gospel: nor was it easy for them to discern the clew, and tread back 
the mazes of the labyrinth. The worship of images was insepara­
bly blended, at least to a pious fancy, with the Cross, the Virgin, 
the Saints and 'their relics; the holy ground was involved in 0. 

cloud of miracles and visions; and the nerves of the mind, curi~ 
osity and scepticism, were benumbed by the habits of obedience 
and belief. Constantine himself is accused of indulging a royal 

-license _ to doubt, or deny, or deride the mysteries of the Cath­
olics,26 but they were deeply inscribed in the public and private 
creed of his bishops; and thc boldest Iconoclast might assault with 
a secret horror the monuments of popular devotion, which were 
consecrated to the honor of his celestial patrons. In the reforma­
tion of the sixteenth century, freedom and knowledge had ex­
panded all the faculties of man: the thirst of innovation super­
seded the reverence of antiquity; and the vigor of Europe could 
disdain those phantoms which terrified the sickly and servile 
weakness of the Greeks. 

The scandal of an abstract heresy can be only proclaimed to the 
people by the blast of the ecclesiastical trumpet; but the most 
Ignorant can perceive, the most torpid must feel, the profanatiun 
and downfall of their visible deities. The first hostilities of Leo 
were directed against a lofty Christ on the vestibule, and above 
the gate, of the palace. A ladder had been planted for the as­
sault, but it was furiously shaken by a crowd of zealots and 

lwomen : they beheld, with pious transport, the ministers of sacri
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lege tumbling from on high and dashed against the pavement; 
and the honors of the anClent martyrs were prostituted to these 
criminals, who justly suffered for murder and rebellion. 21 The 
exccution of the Imperial edicts was resisted hy frequent tumults 
in Constantinople and the provinces:' the person of Leo was en­
dangered, his officers were massacred, and the popular enthusiasm 
was quelled by the strongest efforts of the civil and military 
power. Of the Archipelago, or Holy Sca, the numerous islands 
were filled with images and monks: their votaries abjured, with­
out scruple, the enemy of Christ, his mother, and the saints: they 
anned a fleet of boats and galleys, displayed their consecrated ban­
ners, and boldly steered for the harbor of Constantinople, to place on 
t.he throne a new favorite of God and the people. 'l'hey depended 
on the succor of a miracle: but their miracles were inefficient 
against the Greek fire / and, after the defeat and conflagration of 
their fleet, the naked islands were abandoned to the clemency or 
justice of the conqueror. . The son of Leo, in the first year of his 
reign, had undertaken an expedition against the Sarclcens: dur­
ing his absence, the capital, the palace, and the purple were oc­
cupied by his kinsman Artavasdes, the ambitious champion of the 
orthodox faith. The worship of images was triumphantly re­
stored: the patriarch renounced his dissimulation, or dissembled 
his sentiments, and the righteous claim of the usur~r was ac­
knowledged, both in the new, and in ancient Rome. Constantine 
flew for l'efuge to his paternal mountains; but he descended at 
the head of the bold and affectionate Isaurians; and his final vic­
tory confountled the arms and predictions of the fanatics. His 
long reign was distracted with clamor, sedition, conspiracy, and 
mutual hatred, and sanguinary revenge; the persecution of ima­
ges was the motive, or pretence, of his adversaries; and, if they 
missed a temporal diadem, they were rewarded by the Greeks 
'with the crown of martyrdom. In every nct of open and clandes­
tine treason, the emperor :felt the unforgiving enmity of the 
monks, the faithful slaves of the superstition, to which they 
owed their riches and influence. They prayed, they preached, 
they absolved, they inflamed, they conspired; the solitude of 
Palestine poured forth a torrent of invective; and the pen of St. 
John Damascenus, 2~ the lagt of the Greek fathers, devoted the 
tyrant's head, both in this world and the next. 23 * I am not 
at leisure to examine how far the monks provoked, nor bow much 

*The patriarch Anastasin!!, an Iconoclast nmier Leo, an image worshipper under 
A~avasdes, was Bconrged,led through the streets on an a@s, with his face to tho 
tall; and, reinvested in hIS dignity, became again the ob!'eqniolls minlster of Con­
8t1mtine in his Iconoclastic persecutions. ~e B..:hlol.5t1r, p. 211.-M. 
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they have exaggerated, their real and pretended sufferings, no! 
how many lost their lives or limbs, their eyes or th~ir beards, 
by the cruelty ot the emperor.* From the ehastisement of indi.. 
viduals, he proceeded to the abolition of the order j and, as it 
was wealthy and useless, his }'esentment might be stimulated 
by avarice, an~ justified by patriotism. The formidable nRme and 
mission of the Dragon,24 his visitor-general, excited the terror and 
abhorrence of the black nation: the religious communities were 
dissolved, the buildings were converted into magazines, or bar­
racks j the lands, movables, and cattle were confiscated j' and our 
modern precedents will support the charge, that much wanton or 
malicious havoc was exercised against the relics, and even the 
books, of the monasteries. With the habit and profession of 
monks, the public and private worship of images was rigorously 
proscribed j and it should seem that a solemn abjuration of idola­
try was exacted from the subjects, or at least from the clergy, of 
the Eastern empire,2f> . 

The patient East ~bjured, with reluctance, her sacred images; 
they were fondly cherished, and vigorously defended, by the in­
dependent zeal of the Italians. In ecclesiastical rank and juris­
diction, the patriarch of Constantinople and the pope of Rome 
were nearly equal. But the Greek prelate was a domestic slave 
under the eye of his master, at whose nod he alternately passed 
from the convent to the throne, and from the throne to the con­
vent. A distant and dangerous station, amidst the barbarians of 
the West, excited the spirit and freedom of the Latin bishops. 
Their popular election endeared them to the Romans : the public 
and private-indigence was relieved by their ample revenue j and 
the weakness or neglect of the emperors compelled them to con­
sult, both in peace and war, the temporal safety of the city. In 
the school of adversity the priest insensibly imbibed the virtues 
and the ambition of a prince j the same character was assumed,' 
the same policy walil adopted, by the Italian, the Greek, or .the 
Syrian, who ascended the chair of St. Peter; and, after the loss 
of her legions and provinces, the genius and fortune of the popes 
again restored the supremacy of Rome. It is agreed, that in the 
eighth century their dominion was founded on rebellion, and 
that tIle rebellion was produced, and justified, by the heresy of 
the Iconoclasts; but the conduct of the second and third Gregory, 
in this memorable contest, is variously interpreted by the wishes 
of their friends and enemies. The Byzantine writers unanimously 
declare that, after a fruitless admonition, they pronounced the 

• Compare Schlosser, p. 22S-234.-1I. 
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separaticn of the East and West, and deprived the sacrilegious 
tyrant of the revenue and sovereignty of Italy. Their excommu­
nication is still more clearly expressed by the Greeks, who beheld 
the accomplishment of the papal triumphs; and as they are more 
strongly attached to their reltgion than to their country, they 
praise, instead of blaming, the zeal and orthodoxy of these apos­
tolical men. 26 The modern champions of Rome are eager to ac­
cept the praise and the precedent: this great and glorious exam­
ple of the deposition of royal heretics is celebrated by the cardi­
nals Baronius and Bellarmine; 27 and if they are asked, why the 
same thunders were not hurled against the Neros and Julians of 
antiquity, they reply, that the weakness of the primitive church 
was the sole cause of her patient loyalty. 28 On this occasion, the 
effects of love and hatred are the same; and the zealous Protes­
tants, who seek to kindle the indignation, and to' alarm the fears, 
of princes and magistrates, expatiate on the insolence and treason 
of the two Gregories against their lawful sovereign. 29 They are 
defended only by the moderate Catholics, for the most part, of 
the Gallican church, 30 who respect the saint, without approving the 
sin. These common advocates of the crown and the mitre circum­
scribe the truth of facts by the rule of equity, Scripture, and tra­
dition, and appeal to the evidence of the Latins,31 and the lives 32 
and epistles of the popes themselves. 

Two original epistles, from Gregory the Second to the emperor 
Leo, are still extant; ss and if they cannot be praised as the most 
peI·fect models of eloquence and logic, they exhibit the pOl-trait, 
or at least the mask, of the founder of the papal monarchy. 
" During ten pure and fortunate years," says Gregory to the em­
peror, "we have tasted the annual comfort of your royal letters, 
subscribed in purple ink, with your own hand, the sacred pledges 
of your attachment to the orthodox creed of our fathers. 
How deplorable is the change 1 how tremendous the scandal 1 
You now accuse the Catholics of idolatry; and, by the accusa­
tion, you betray your own impiety and ignorance. To this igno­
rance we are compelled to adapt the grossness of our style and 
arguments: the first elements of holy letters are sufficient for 
your confusion; and were you to enter a grammar-school, and 
avow yourself the enemy of our worship, the simple and pious 
children would be provoked to cast their horn-books at your 
I_lead. " After this decent salutation, the pope attempts the usual 
distinction between the idols 01 antiquity and the Christian ima­
ges. The former were the fancifnl representations of phantoms 
or doomons, at a time when the true God had not manifesteil his 
person in any visible likeness. The latter are the genuine forms 
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of Christ, his mother, and his saints, who had approved, by a 
crowd of miracles, the innocence and merit of this relative wor­
ship. He must indeed have trusted to the ignorance of Leo, since 
he could assert the perpetual use of images, from the apostolic 
age, and their venerable presence"in the six synods of the Uatho­
-lie church. A more specious argument is drawn from present 
possession and recant practice; the harmony of the Christian 
world supersedes the demand of a general council j and Gregory 
frankly confesses, that such assemblies can only be useful under 
the reign of an orthodox prince. To the impudent and inhuman 
Leo, more guilty than a heretic, he recommends peace, silence, 
and implicit obedience to his spiritual guides of Constantinople 
and Rome. The limits of civil and ecclesiastical powers are de­
:fined by the pontiff. To the former he appropriates the l)ody j 
to the latter, the soul : the sword of justice is in the hands of tho 
magistrate: the more formidable weapon of excommunication is 
intrusted to the clergy j and in the exercise of their divine com­
mission a zealous son will not spare his offending father: the suc­
cessor of St. Peter may lawfully chastise the kings of t11o"" earth. 
" You assault us, 0 tyrant! with a carnal and military hand: un­
armed and naked we can only implore the Christ, the prince of 
the heavenly host, that he will send unto you a devil, for the de­
struction of your body and the salvation of your soul. You de­
clare, with foolish arrogance, I will despatch my orders to Rome: 
I will break in pieces the image of St. Peter; and Gregory, like 
his predecessor Martin. shall be transported in chains, and i.o 
exile, to the foot of the Imp'erial throne. . Would to God that I 
might be permitted to tread in the footsteps of the holy :Martin ! 
but may the fate of Constans serve as a warning to the persecu­
tors of the church! After his just condemnation by the bishops 
of Sicily, the tyrant was cut off, in the fulness of his sins, by a do­
mestic servant: the saint is still adored by the nations of Scythia, 
among whom he ended his banishment and his life. But it is our 
duty to live for the edification and support of the faithful peo­
pIe; nor are we reduced to risk our safety on the event of a com­
bat. Incapable as you are of defending your Roman subjects, the 
maritime situation of the city may perhaps expose it to your de­
predation; but we can remove to the distance of four-and-twenty 
Btadia,34 to the :first fortress of tile Lombards, and then--you 
may pursue the winds. Are you ignorant that the popes are the 
bond of union, the mediators ot peace, between the East and 
West ~ The eyes of the nations are fixed on our humility; and 
they revere, as a God upon earth, the apostle St. Peter, whose 
image you threaten to destroy. 3& The remote and interior king.. 
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doms of the West present their homage to Christ and his vice­
gerent; and we now prepare to visit one of their most powerful 
monarchs, who desires to receive from our hands the sacrament of 
baptism. 38 'rhe barbarians have suhmitted to the yoke of the 
Gospel, while you alone are deaf to the voice of the Shepherd. 
-rhese pious barbarians are kindled into rage: they thirst to 
avenge the persecution of the East. Abandon your rash and fatal 
enterprise; reflect, tremble, and repent. If you persist, we are 
innocent of .the blood that will be spilt in the contest; may it fall 
011 your own head !" 

The first assault of Leo against the images of Constantinople 
had been witnessed by a crowd of 'strangers from Italy and the 
West, who related with grief and indignation the sacrilege of the 
emperor. But on the reception of his proscriptive edict, they 
trembled for their domestic deities: the images of Christ and the 
Virgin, of the angels, . martyrs, and saints, were abolished in all 
the churches of Italy; and a strong alternative was proposed to 
the Roman pontiff, the royal favor as the price of his compliance, 
degradation and exile as the penalty of his disohedience. Neither 
zeal nor 'Policy allowed him to hesitate ; and the haughty strain 
in which Gregory addressed the emperor displays his confidence 
in the truth of his doctrine or the powers of resistance. 'Without 
depending on prayers or miracles, he boldly armed against the 
Imblie enemy, and his pastoral letters admonished the Italians of 
their danger and their duty. 37 At this signal. Ravenna, Venice, 
and the cities of the Exarchate and Pentapolis, adhered to the 
[!ause of religion; their military force by sea and land consisted, 
for the most part, of·the natives; and the spirit of patriotism and 
zeal was transfused into· the mercenary strangers. The Italians 
Swore to live and die in the defence of the pope and the holy ima­
ges ; the Roman people was devoted to their father, and even 
the Lombards were ambitlOus to share the merit and advantage of 
this holy war. The most treasonable act, but the most obvious 
revenge, was the destruction of the statues of Leo himself: the 
most effectual and pleasing measure of rebellion was the with· 
holding the tribute of Italy, and depriving him of a power which 
he had recently abused by the imposition of a new capitation. 3~ 
A form of administration was preserved by the election of magis­
trates and governors; and so high was the public indignation, 
that the Italians were prepared to create an orthodox emperor, 
and to conduct him with a fleet and army to the palace of Con­
stantinople. In that palace, the Roman bishops, the second.and 
third Gregory were condemned as the authors of the revolt, and 
every attempt was made, either by fraud or force, to seize theu 

http:baptism.38
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persons, and to strike at their lives. The city was repeatedly 
visited or assaulted by captains of the guards, aud dukes and ex· 
archs of high dignity or secret trust; they landed with foreign 
troops, they obtained some domestic aid, and the superstition of 
Naples may blush that her fathers were attached to the cause of 
heresy. But these clandestine or open -attacks were repelled by 
the courage and vigilance of the Romans; the Greeks were over­
thrown and massacred, their leudero suffered an ignominious 
death, and the popes, however inclined to mercy, refused to in­
tercede for these guilty victims. At Ravenna,39 the several quar­
ters of the city had long exercised a 1>loody and hereditary feud; 
in religious controversy they found a new aliment of faction ; 
but the votaries of images were superior in numbers or spirit, and 
the exarch, who attempted to stem the torrent, lost his life in a 
popular sedition. To punish this flagitious deed, and restore his 
dominion in Italy, the emperor sent a fleet and army into the Adri­
atic Gulf. After suffering from the winds and waves much loss 
and delay, the- Greeks made their descent in the neighborhooa of 
Ravenna: they threatened to depopulate the guilty capital, and 
to imitate, perhaps to surpass, ~he example of Justinian the 
Second, who had chastised a former rebellion by the choice and 
execution of fifty of the principal inhabitants. The women and 
clergy, in sackcloth and ashes, lay prostrate in prayer; the men 
were in arms for the defence of their country; the common dan­
ger had united the factions, and the event of a battle...:yms pre­
ferred to the slow miseries of a siege. In a hard-fought day, as 
the two armies alternately yielded and advanced, a phantom was 
seen, a voice was heard, and Ravenna was ...victorious by the as­
surance of victory. The strangers retreated to their ships, but 
the populous sea-coast poured forth a multitude of boat~ ; the 
waters of the Po were so deeply infected with blood that during 
six years the public prejudice abstained from the fish of the river; 
and the institution, of an annual feast perpetuated the worship of 
images, and the abhorrence of the Greek tymnt. Amidst the tri­
umph of the Catholic arms, the Roman pontiff convened a synod 
of ninety-three bishops againat the heresy of the Iconoclasts. 
"With their consentt he pronounced a geneml excommunication 
against all who by word or deed should attack the tmdition of 
the fathers and the images of the saints: in this sentence the em­
peror was tacitly involved, 40 but the vote of a last and hopeless re~ 
monstrance may seem to imply that the anatherua was yet sug. 
pended over his guilty head. No sooner had they confirmed their 
own safety, the worship of imap,es, and the freedom of Rome and 
Italy, than the popes appear tQ have relaxed of their severity, and 
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to have spared the relics of the Byzantine dominion. Their mod .. 
erate councils delayed and prevented the election of a new em­
peror, and they exhorted the Italians not to separate from the 
body of the Roman monarchy. TI~e exareh was permitted to resido 
within the walls of Ravenna, a .captive rather than a master; and 
\ill the Imperial coronation of Charlemagne, the government of 
Rome and Italy was exercised in the name of the successors of 
Constantine. 41 

T.lle liberty of Rome, which had been oppressed by the arms 
and arts of Augustus, was rescued, after seven hundred and fifty 
years of servitude-, from the persecution of LeO' the ISRmian. By 
the Cresars, the triumphs of the consuls had been annihilated: in 
the necline and fall of the empire, the god Terminus, the sacred 
boundary, had insensibly receded from the ocean, the Rhine, the 
Danube, and the Euphrates; and Rome was reduced to her an­
cient territory from Viterbo to Terraeina, and from Narni to the 
mouth of the Tyber. 4~ When the kings were banished, the re­
public reposed on the firm basis wllich had been founded by their 
wisdom and virtue. Their perpetual jurisdiction was divided be­
tween two annual magistrates: the senate continued to exercise 
the powers of administration and counsel; and the legislative 
authority was distributed in the assemblies of the people by a 
well-proportioned scale of property and service. Ignorant of the 
arts of luxury, the primitive Romans had improved the science of 
government and war: the will of the community was absolute: 
the rights of individuals were sacred: one hundred and thirty 
thousand citizens were armed for defence or conquest; and a 
band of robbers and outlaws was moulded into a nation deserving 
of ' freedom and ambitious of glory. 411 When the sovereignty of 
the Greek emperors was extinguished, the ruins of Rome pre­
sented the sad image of depopulati9n and decay: her slavery was 

I a habit, her liberty an accident; the effect of superstition, and 
the object of her own amazement and terror. The last vestige 
of the substance, or even the forms, of the constitution, was ob­
literated from the practice and memory of the Romans; and they 
were devoid of knowledge, or virtue, again to build the fabric of 
a commonwealth. Their scanty remnant, the off&pring of slaves 
and strangers, was despicable in the eyes of the victorious bar­
barians. As often as the }i'ranks or Lombards expressed their 
~ost bitter contempt of a foe, they called him a Roman; "and 
~n this name," says the bishop Liutprand, :' we incl?de whatever 
18 base, whatever is cowardly, whatever IS perfidIOUS, the ex­
tremes of avarice and luxury, and every vice that can prostitute­
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the dignity of human nature." 44 * By the necessity of their 
situation, the inhabitants of Rome were cast into the rough model 
of a republican government: they were compelled to elect some 
judges in peace, and some leaders in war; the nobles assembled to 
deliberate, and their resolves could not be executed without the 
union and consent of the multitude. The style of the Roman sen­
ate and people was revived,4s but the spirit was fled; and their 
new indeI1endence was disgraced by the tumultuous conflict of 
licentiousness and oppression. The want of laws could only be 
supplied by the influence of religion, and their fol"eign and do­
mestic counsels were modernted by the authority of the bishop. 
His alms, his sermonsi~his correspondence' with the kings and 
prelates of the West, his recent services, their gratitude, and oath, 
accustome<:J. the Romans to consider him as the first magistrate or 
prince of the city. The Christian humility of the popes was not 
offended by the name of Dominus, or Lord; and their face and in­
scription are still apparent on the most ancient coins. 46 Their 
temporal dominion is now confirme_d by the reverence of a thou­
sand .years; and their noblest title is the free choice of a people 
whom they had redeemed from slavery .. 

In the quarrels of ancient Greece, the holy people of Elis enjoyed 
a perpetual peace, under the protection of Jupiter, and in the ex­
ercise of the Olympic games. 47 Happy would it have been for the 
Romans, if a similar privilege had guarded the patrimony of St. 
Peter from the calamities of war; if the Christians, who visited 
the holy threshold, would have sheathed their swords in the pres­
ence of the apostle and his successor. But this mystic circle could 
have been traced only by the wand of a legislator an~ a sage: this 
pacific system was incompatible with the zeal and ambition of the 
popes: the Romans were not addicted, like the inhabitants of Elis, 
tQ the innocent and placid labors of agriculture; and the barbarians 
of Italy, though softened by the climate, were far below the Gre­
cian states in the institutions of public and private life. A melll­
orahle example of repentance and piety was exhibited by Liut­
prand, king of the Lombards. In arms, at the gate of the Vatican, 
the conqueror listened to the voice of Gregory the Second,48 with­
drew his troops, resigned his conquests, respectfully visited the 
church of St. Peter, and after performing his devotions, offered 
his sword and dagger, his cuirass and mantIe, his silver cross, and 
his crown of gold, on the tomb of the apostle. But this religious 
fervor was the illusion, perhaps the artifice, of the moment; the 

• Yet this contumelious sentence, quoted by Robert!lOn (Charles V., Dote 2), IlS weK 
a8 Gibbon, W8S applied by the angry bishop to the Byzantine RomaDs, whom, indeedt 
be aomits to be the genume descendants of Romnlus.-M. 
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!lense of interest is strong and lasting; the love of arms and rapine 
was congenial to the Lombards j and both the prince and people 
were irresistibly tempted by the disorders of Italy, the nakedness 
of Rome, and the unwarlike profession of her new chief. On the 
first edicts of the emperor, they declared themselves the champions 
of the holy images: Liutprand invaded the province of Romagna, 
which had already assumed that distinctive appellation; the 
Uatholics of the Exarchate yielded without reluctance to his civil 
and military power; and a foreign enemy was introduced for the 
first time into the impregnable fortress of Ravenna. That city 
and fortress were speedily recovered by the active diligence 
and maritime forces of the Venetians; and those faithful sub­
jects obeyed the exhortation of Gregory himself, in separating 
the personal guilt of Leo from the general cause of ·tlle Roman 
empire. {II The Greeks were less mindful of the service than the 
Lombards of the injury: the two nations, hostile in their faith, 
were reconciled in a dangerous and unnatural alliance: the king 
and the exarch marched to the conquest of Spoleto and Rome: the 
storm evaporated without effect, but the policy of Liutprand alarm­
ed Italy with a vexatious alternative of hostility and truce. His 
successor Astolphus declared himself the equal enemy of the em­
peror and the pope: Ravenna was sub<Jued by force or treachery, 60 

and this final conquest extinguished the series of the exarchs, who 
had reigned with a subordinate power since the time of Justinian 
and the ruin of the Gothic kingdom. Rome was summoned to 
acknowledge the victorious Lombard as her lawful sovereign; the 
annual tribute of a pie(;e of gold was fixed as the ransom of each 
citizen, and the sword of destruction was unsheathed to exact the 
penalty of her disobedience. The Romans hesitated; they en­
treated j they complained; and the threatening barbarians were 
checked by arms and negotiations, till the popes had engaged 
the friendship of an ally and avenger beyond the Alps. S1 

In his distress, the first * Gregory had implored the aid of a hero . 
of the age, of Charles :Martel, who governed the French monarchy 
with the humble title of mayor or duke j and who, by his signal 
victory over the Saracens, had saved his country and perhaps 
Europe, from the Mahometan yoke. 'fhe ambassadors of the POIJC 

iYere received by Charles with decent r!-lverence; but the great­
!less of his occupations, and the shortness of his life, prevented his 
Interference in the affairs of Italy, except by a friendly and in­
e~ectual mediation. His son Pepin, the heir of his power and 
'VIrtues, assumed the office of champion of the Roman church; 

*Gregory I. bad been dead aboye a century j read Gregory III.-~r. 
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and the zeal of the French prince appears to have been prompted 
by the love of glory and religion. But the danger was on tho 
banks of the Tyber, the succor on those of the Seine; and our 
sympathy is cold to the relation of distant misery. Amidst the 
tears of the city, Stephen the Third embraced the generous reso­
lution of visiting in person the courts of Lombardy and France, 
to deprecate the injustice of his enemy, or to excite the pity a~d 
indignlltion of his friend. After soothing the public despair by 
litanies and orations, he undertook this laborious journey with 
the ambassadors of the French monarch and the Greek emperor. 
The king of the Lombards was inexorable; but his threats could 
not silence the complaints, nor retard the speed, of the Roman 
pontiff, who traversed the Pennine Alps, reposed in the abbey of 
St.. Maurice, and hastened to grasp the right hand of his protector; 
a hand which was never lifted in vain, either in war or friend­
ship. Stephen was entertained as the visible successor of the 
apostle; at the next assembly, the field of 1\'larch or of May, his 
injuries were exposed to a devout and warlike nation, and he re­
passed the Alps, not as a suppliant, but as a conqueror, at the 
head of u French army, which was led by the king in person. 
The Lombards, after a weak resistance, obtained an ignominious 
peace, and swore to restore the possessions, and to respect the 
sanctity, of the Roman church. But no sooner was Astolphus de­
livered from the presence of the French arms, than he forgot his 
promise, and resented his disgrace. Rome was again encom­
passed by his arms; and Stephen, apprehensive of fatiguing the 
zeal of his Transalpine allies, enforced his complaint and request 
by an eloquent letter in the name and person of St. Peter him­
self. 5fl The apostle assures his adopted sons, the king, the clergy, 
and the nobles of France, tha.t, dead in the flesh, he is still alivo 
in the spirit; that they now hear and must obey the voice of the 
founder and guardian of the Roman church; that the Virgin, 
the angels, the saints, and the martyrs, and all the host of heaven, 
unanimously urge the request, and will confess the obligation; 
that riches, victory, and paradise, will crown their pious enter' 
prise, and that eternal damnation will be the penalty of their neg­
lect, if they suffer his tomb, his tern pIe, and his people, to faU 
into the hands of the perfidious Lombards. The second expedi­
tion of Pepin was not less rapid and fortunate than the first: St. 
Peter was satisfied, Rome was again saved, and Astolphus was 
taught the lessons of justice and sincerity by the scourge of a for­
eign master. After this double chastisement the Lombards lan­
guished about twenty years in a state of ~anguor and decay. But 
their minds were not yet humbled to their condition; and in­
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stead of afiecting the pacific virtues of the feeble, they peevishly 
harassed the Romans with a repetition of claims, evasions, and 
inroatis, which they undertook without reflection, and termina­
ted without glory. On either side their expiring monarchy was 
pressed by the zeal and prudence of Pope Adrian the First, the 
genius, the fortune, and greatness of Charlemagne, the son of 
Pepin; these heroes of the church and state were united in pub­
lic and domestic friendship, and while they trampled on the pros.:. 
trate they varnished thei1' proceedings Witdl the fairest COlO1'S of 
equity and moderation. 03 The passes of the Alps, and the walls 
of Pavia, were the only defence of the Lombards; the former 
were surprised, the latter were invested, by the son of Pepin; 
and after a blockade of two years,* Desiderius, the last of their 
native princes, surrendered his sceptre and his capital. Under 
the dominion of a foreign king, but in the possession of their 
national laws, the Lombards became the brethren, rather than the 
subjects, of the Franks; who derived their blood, and manners, 
and language, from the same Germanic origin. 54 

The mutual obligations of the popes and the Carlovingian fam­
ily form the important link of ancient and modern, of civil and 
ecclesiastical, 'history. In the conquest of Italy, the champions 
of the Roman church obtained a favorable occasion, a specious. 
title, the wishes of the people, the prayers and intrigues of the 
clergy. But the most essential gifts of tIle popes to the Oarlo­
\'ingian race were the dignities of king of France, DO and of patri­
cian of Rome. I. Un,der the sacerdotal monarchy of St. Peter, 
the nations began to resume the practice of seekingl on the 
banks of the Tyber, their kings, their laws, and the oracles of 
their faith. The Franks were perplexed between the name and 
substance of their government. All the powers of royalty were 
exercised by Pepin, mayor of the palace; and nothing, except 
the regal title, was wanting to his ambition. His enemies were 
~rushed by his valor; his friends were multiplied by his lib­
erality; his father had been the savior of Christendom; and the 
claims of personal merit were repeated and ennobled in a descent 
of four generations. The name and image of royalty was still 
preserved in the last descendant of Clovis, the feeble Childeric ; 
b~t his obsolete right could only be used as an instrument of se­
dItion : the nation was desirous of restoring the simplicity of the 
constit~tion ; and Pepin, a subject and a p~ince, ~as ambitious to 
ascertam bis own rank and the fortUne of hIS famIly. The mayor 
and the nobles were bound, by an oath of fidelity, to the royal 

.Oftlftcen months. James, Life of Charlemagne, p.187.-}\{. 
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pU'lntolll : the blood of Clovis was pure and sacred in their eyes ~ 
and their commOll ambassadors addressed the Roman pontiff, to 
(1i<;pel their scruples, or to ubsolve their promise. The interest of 
Pope Zachary, the successor of the two Gregories, prompted him 
to decide, and to decide in their favor: he prononnced that the 
nation might lawfully unite in the same person the title and au­
thority of king; and that the unfortunate Childeric, a victim of 
the public safety, should be degraded, shaved, and confined in a 
monastery for the rent'aintlcr of his days. An answer so agreeable 
to their wishes was accepted by the Franks as the opinion of a 
casuist, the sentence of a judge, or the oracle of a prophet: the 
Merovingian race disappeared from the earth; and Pepin was ex­
alted on a buckler by the suffrage of a free people, accustomed to 
obey his laws, and to march under his standard. His coronation 
was twice performed, with the sanction of the popes, by their 
most faithful servant St. Boniface, the apostle of Germany, and 
by the grateful hands of Stephen the r.rhird, who, in the mon­
astery of St. Denys, placed the diadem on the head of his bene· 
factor. The royal unction of the kings of Israel was dexterously 
applied: liB the successor of St. Peter assumed the character of n 
divine ambassador: a German chieftain was transformed into the 
Lord's anointed; and this Jewish rite has been diffused and main­
tained by the superstition and vanity of modern Europe. The 
Franks were ab~olved from their ancient oath; but a dire anath­
ema was thundered against them and their posterity, if they 
should dare. to renew the same freedom of choice, or to elect a 
king except in the holy and meritorious race of the Carlovingian 
princes. Without apprehending the future danger, these princes 
gloried"'in their present security: the secretary of Charlemagne 
affirms, that the French sceptre was transferred by the authority 
of the popes; 51 and, in their boldest enterprises, they insist, 
with confidence, on this signal and successful act of temporal 
jurisdiction. . 

TI. In the change of manners and language, the patricians of 
Rome fie were far removed from the senate of Romulus, or the 
palace of Constantine, from the free nobles of the republic, or the 
fictitious parents of the emperor. After the recovery of Italy and 
Africa by the arms of Justinian, the importance and danger of 
those remote provinces required the presence of a supreme magis­
trate ; he was indifferently styled the exarch or the patrician i 
and these governors of Ravenna, who fill their place in the chro· 
nologyof princes, extended their jurisdiction over the Roman city. 
Sjnce the revolt of Italy and the loss of the Exarchate, the dj~ 
tress of the Romans had exacted some sacrifice of their iude­
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pendence. Yet, even in ~his act, they exercised the right of dis­
posing of themselves; and the decrees of the senate .and people 
successively invested Charles Martel and his posterity with tho 
hOIlors of patrician of Rome. The leaders of a powerful nation 
would have disdained a servile title and subordinate office j but 
the reign of the Greek emperors was suspended; and, in the va­
cancy of the empire, they detived a more glorious commission from 
the pope and the republic. The Roman ambassadors presented 
these patticians with the keys of the shrine of St. Peter, as a 
pledge and symbol of sovereignty; with a holy banner which it 
was their right and duty to unfurl in the defence of the church 
and city. r,g In the time of Charles Martel and of Pepin, the in­
terposition of the Lombard kingdom covered the freedom, while 
it threatened the safety, of Rome; and the patriciate represented 
only tho title, the service, the alliance, of these· distant protectors. 
The powcr and policy of Charlemagne annihilated an enemy, and 
imposed a master. In his first visit to the capital, he was received 
with aU the honors which Imd formerly been paid to the exarch, 
the representative of the empcror; and these honors obtained 
some new decorations from the joy and gratitude of .Pope A.drian 
the First. 60 ' No sooner was he informed of the sudden approach of 
the monarch, than he .despatched the magistrates and nobles of 
Rome to meet him, with the banner, about thirty miles' from the 
city. At the distance of one mile, the Flaminian way was lined 
with the 8clwols, or national communities, of Greeks, Lombards, 
Saxons, etC'.: the Roman youth were under arms; and the chil­
dren of a more tender age, with palms and olive branches in their 
hands, chanted the praises of their great deliverer. At the aspect 
of the holy crosses, llnd ensignslflf the saints, he dismounted from 
his horse, led the procession of his nobles to the Vatican, and, as 
he ascended the stairs, devoutly kissed ellch step of the threshold 
of the apostles. In the portico, Adrian expected him at the head 
of his clergy: they embraced as friends and equals; but in their 
march to the altar, the king or patrician assumed the right hand 
of the pope. Nor was-tho Frank content with these vain and 
empty demonstrations of respect. In the twenty-six years that 
ela~d between the conquest of Lombardy and his Imperial COfo.. 
nation, Rome, which had been delivered by the sword, was sub­
ject, as· his own, to the sceptre of Charlemagne. The people 
Swore allegiance to his person and family: in his name money 
was coined, and justice was administered; and the election of the 
popes was examined and confirmed by his authority. Except an 
original and self-inhere~t claim of sovereignty, thero was not any 
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prerogative remaining, which the title of emperor could add to 
the patrician of Rome. 61 \ ­

The gratitude of the Carlovingians was adequate to these obli­
gations, and their names are consecrated as the saviors and bene­
factors of the Roman church. Her ancient patrimony of farms and 
houses was transformed by their bounty into the temporal domin­
ion of cities and provinces; and the donation of the Exarchate 
was the first-fruits of the conquests of Pepin. 62 Astolphus with a 
sigh relinquished his prey; the keys and the hostages M the prin­
cipa1 cities were delivered to the French ambassador; and, in his 
ll).tlster's name, he presented them before the tomb of St. Peter. 
The ample measure of the Exarchate 63 might comprise all the 
provinces of Italy which had obeyed the emperor and his vice­
gerent; but its strict and proper limits were included in the ter­
ritories of Ravenna, Bologna, and Ferrara: its inseparable de­
pendency was the Pentapolis, which stretched along the Adriatic 
from Rimini to Ancona, and advanced into the midland country 
as far as the ridges of the Apennine. In this transaction, the am­
bition and avarice of the popes have been severely condemned. 
Perhaps the humility of a Christian priest should have rejected 
an earthly kingdom, which it was not easy for hiin to govern 
without renouncing the virtues of his profession. Perhaps a 
faithful subject, or even a generous enemy, would have been less 
impatient to divide the spoils of the barbarian; and if the em­
peror had intrusted Stephen to solicit in his name the restitution 
of the Exarchate. I will not absolve the pope from the reproach of 
treachery and falsehood. But in the rigid interpretation of the 
laws, everyone may accept, without injury, whatever his bene­
factllr can bestow without inju.ice. The Greek emperor bad 
abdicated, or forfeited, his right to the Exarchate; and the sword 
of Astolphus was broken by the stronger sword of the Carlovin­
gian. It was not in the cause of the Iconoclast that Pepin had 
exposed his person and army in a double expedition beyond tho 
Alps; he possessed, and might lawfully alienate, his conquests: 
and to the importunities of the Greeks he piously replied that no 
human consideration should tempt him to resume the gift which 
he had ~onferred on' the Roman Pontiff for the remission of his 
sins, and the salvation of his soul. The splendid donation was 
granted in -supreme and absolute dominion, and the world beheld 
for the first time a Cbristian bishop invested with the prerogatives 
of a temporal prince ; the choice of magistrates, the exercise of 
justice, the imposition of taxes, and the wealth of- the palace of 
Ravenna. In the dissolution of the Lombard kingdom, the inha~ 
itants of the duchy of Spoieto at /:Iought a refuge from the storm, 
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shaved their heads after the Roman fashion, declared themselves 
the servants and subjects. of St. Peter, and completed, by this 
voluntary surrender, the present circle of the ecclesiastical state. 
That mysterious circle was enlarged to an indefinite extent, by the 
verbal or written donation of Charlemagne,66 who, in the first 
transports of his victory, despoiled himself and the Greek emperor 
of the cities and islands which had formerly been annexed to the 
Exarchate. But, in the cooler moments of absence and reflection, 
he viewed, with an eye of jealousy and envy, the recent greatness 
of his ecclesiastical ally. The execution of his own and his 
father's promises was respectfully eluded: the king of the Franks 
and Lombards asserted the inalienable rights of the empire; and 
in his life and death, Ravenna,06 as well as Rome, was numbered 
in the list of his metropolitan cities. The sovereignty of the 
Exarchate melted away in the hands of the popes j they found in 
the archbishops of Ravenna a dangerous and domestic rival:?1 
the nobles and people disdained the yoke of a priest; and in the 
disorders of the times, they could only retain the memory of an 
ancient claim, which, in a more prosperous age, they have revived 
and realized. 

Fraud is the resource of weakness and cunning; and the strong, 
though ignorant, barbarian was often entangled in the net of sa­
cerdotal policy. The Vatican and Lateran were an arsenal and 
manufacture, which, according to the occasion, have produced or 
concealed a ... arious collection of false or genuine, of corrupt or 
suspicious, acts, as they tended to promote the interest. of the 
Roman church. Before the end of the eighth century, some apos· 
tolical scribe, perhaps the notorious Isidore, composed the decre­
tals and the donation of Constantine, the two magic pillars of 
the spiritual and temporal monarchy of the popes. This memor­
able donation was introduced to the world by an epistle of Adrian 
the First, who exhorts Charlemagne to imitate the liberality, and 
revive the name, of the great Constantine. 68 According to the 
legend, the first of the Christian emperors was healed of the lep­
rosy, and purified in the waters of baptism, by St. Silvester, the 
Roman bishop; and never was physician more gloriously recom­
pensed. His royal proselyte withdrew from the seat and patri­
mony of St. Peter; declared his resolution of founding a new 
capital in the East j and resigned to the popes the free and per­
petual sovereignty of Rome, Italy, and the provinces 'of the West. Gil 

This fiction was productive of the most beneficial effects. The 
Greek princes were convicted of the guilt of usurpation; and the 
revolt of Gregory was the claim of his lawful inheritance. The 
pOpes were delivered from their debt of gratitude; and the nom­
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inal gifts of the Carlovingians were no more than the just and 
irrevocable restitution of a scanty portion of the ecclesiastical 
state. The sovereignty of Rome no longer depended on the 
choice of a fickle people; and the successors of St. Peter and 
Constantine were invested with the purple and prerogatives or 
the Oreimrs. So deep was the ignorance and credulity of the 
times, that the most absurd of fables was received, with equal 
::everence, in Greece and in France, and is still enrolled among 
the decrees of the canon law. 70 The emperors, and the Romans, 
were incapable of discerning a forgery, that subverted their rights 
and freedom; and the only opposition proceeded from a Sabine 
monastery~ which, in the beginning of the twelfth century, dis­

_puted the truth and validity of the donation of Constantine. 71 

In the revival of letters and lIberty, this fictitious deed was tran&­
pierced by the pen of Lamentius'Valla, the pen of an eloquent 
critic and a Roma.n patriot. n His contemporaries of the fifteenth 
century were astonished at his sacrilegious boldness; yet such is 
the silent and irresistible progress of reason, that, before the end 
of the next age, the fable was- rejected by the contempt of'his­
torians 73 and poets,74 and the tacit or modest 'censure of the ad­
vocates of the R)mfl.n church. 75 The popes themselves have in­
dulged a smile at the credulity of the vulgar ;76 but a false and 
obsolete title stilL sanctifies thei.r reign; and, by the same fortune 
which has attended the decretals and the Sibylline oracles, the 
edifice has subsisted after the foundations have been undermined. 

While the popes established in Italy their frE;edom and do­
minion, the images, the first cause of their revolt, were restored 
in the Eastern empire. 71 Under the reign of Constantine the 
Fifth, the union of civil and ecclesiastical power had overthrown 
the tree, without extirpating the root, of superstition. The idols 
(for such they were now held) were secretly cherished by the 
order and the sex most prone to devotion; und the fond al1iance 

'of the monks and females obtained a final victory over the' reason 
and authority of man. -Leo the Fourth maintained with less I'igor 
the religion of his father and grandfather; but his wife, the fair 
and ambitious Irene, had imbibed the zeal of the Athenians, the 
heirs of the idolatry, rather than the philosophy, 9f their ances­
tors. During the life of her husband, these sentiments were in­
flamed by danger and dissimulation, and she could only labor to 
protect and' promote some favorite monks whom she drew from 
their caverns, and seated on the metropolitan thrones of the East. 
But as soon as she reigned in her own name and that of her son, 
Irene more seriously undertook the ruin of Iconoclasts; and the 
first step of. her future persecution was a geneml edict for liberty 
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!)f conscience. In the restoration of the monks, a thousand images 
~ere exposed to the public veneration; a thousand legends were 
lP.vented of their sufferings and miracles. By the opportunities 
C)f death or removal, the episcopal seats were judiciously :filled 1 
the most eager competitors for earthly or celestial favor antici .. 
pated and flattered the judgment of their sovereign; and the pro­
motion of her secretary Tarasius gave Irene the patriarch of Con~ 
stantinople, and the command of the Oriental church. But the 
decrees of a general council could only be repealed by a similar 
~ssembly : 18 the Iconoclasts whom she convened were bold in pos­
session, a~d averse to debate; and the feeble voice of the bishops 
was re-echoed by the more formidable clamor of the soldiers and 
people of Constantinople. The delay and intrigues of a year, the 
'!eparati(>n of the disaffected. troops, anti the choice of Nice for 
a second orthodox synod, removed these obstacles; and the epis, 
copal consdence was again, after the Greek fashion, in the hands 
of the prince. No more than eighteen days were allowed for the 
consumm:ttion of this important work: the Iconoclasts appeared, 
not as judges, but as criminals or penitents: the scene was deco­
rated by the legates of Pope Adrian and the Eastern patriarchs, 19 

the decrtaes were frameil by the president Taracius, and ratified 
by the acclamations and subscriptions of three hundred and fifty 
?ishops.• "'-'They unanimously pronounced, that the worship of 
Images IS agreeable to Scripture and reason, to die fathers and 
councils of the church: but they hesitate whether that worship be 
relative or direct; whether the Godhead, and the figure of Christ, 
be entitled to the same mode of adoration. Of this second Nicene 
~ouncil the acts are still extant; a curious monument of super­
stition and ignorance, of falsehood and folly. I shall only notice 
the judgment of the bishops on tllC comparative merit of image­
worship and morality. A- monk had concluded a truce with the 
dmmon of fornication on condition of interrupting his daily' 
prayers to a pjcture th~t hung in his cell. His scruples prompted 
him to consult the abbot. "Rather than abstain from adoring 
Christ and his :l\Iother in their holy images, it would be better for 
you," replied the casuist "to enter every brothel, and visit every 
prostitute in the city." Jo For the honor of Olthodoxy, at least 
tIle orthodoxy of the Roman church, it is somewh~t unfo~turata 
tllat the two princes WIlO convened the two councIls of NICe are 
both stained with the blood of their sons. The second of these 
assemblies was approved and rigorously executed by the despot­
ism of Irene alllt she refused her adversaries the toleration which 
at firs~ she had granted to. her ~riends. During the :five succe~d­
lng rClgn~, a period of thIrty-eIght years, the cpntest was mam~ 
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tained, with unabated rage and various' success, between the wor 
shippers and the breakers of the images j but I am not inclined 
to pursue with minute diligence the repetition of the same events. 
Nicephorus allowed a general liberty of speech and practice; 
and the only virtue of his reign is accused by the monks as the 
ca~se of his temporal and eternal perdWon. Superstition and 
weakness formed the character of l\Hchael the First, hut the ~aints 
and images were incapable of supporting their votary on the 
throne. In the purple, Leo the Fifth asserted the name and reo 
ligion of an Armenian; and the idols, with their seditious adq 
herents, were condemned to a second exile. Their applause 
would have sanctified the murder of an impious tyrant, but his 
assassin and successor, the second Michael, was tainted from his 
birth with the Phrygian heresies: he attempted to mediate be­
tween the contending parties j and the intractable spirit of the 
Catholics insensibly cast him into the opposite scale. His moder­
ation was guarded by timidity; but his son Theophilus, alike 
ignorant of fear and pity, was the last and most cruel of the 
Iconoclasts. The enthusiasm of the times ran strongly against 
them; and the emperors who stemmed the torrent were exasper­
ated and punisheu by the public hatred. After the death of The­
ophiIus, the final victory of- the images was achieved by a .second 
female, his widow Theodora, whom he left the guardian of the 
empire. Her measure.s were bold and decisive. The fiction of a 
tardy repentance absolved the fame and the soul of her deceased 
husband; the sentence of the Iconoclast patriarch was commuted 
from the loss of his eyes to a whipping of two hundred lashes: 
the bishops trembled, the monks shouted, and the festival of 
orthodoxy preserves the annual memory of the triumph of the 
images. A single question yet remained, whether they are en­
dowed with any proper and inherent sanctity; it was agitated by 
the Greeks of the eleventh century; 81 and as this opinion has the 
strongest recommendation of absurdity, I am surprised that it was 
not more explicitly decided in the affirmative. In the West, 
Pope Adrian the ~"irst accepted and announced the decrees of the 
Nicene assembly, which is now revered by the Catholics as the 
seventh in rank of the general councils. Rome and Italy were 
docile to the voice of their father; but the greatest part of.the 
Latin Christians were far behind in the race of sHperstition. The 
churches of France, Germany, England, and Spain steered a 
middle course between the adoration and the destruction of 
images, which they admitted into their temples, not as objects of 
worship, but as live.Iy and useful memorials of faith and history. 
An angry book of controversy was composed and published III 
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the name of Charlemagne: 82 under his authority a synod of three 
hundred bishops was assembled at Frankfort: 83 they blamed the 
fury of the Iconoclasts, but they pronounced a more severe censure 
against the superstition of the Greeks, and the decrees of their 
pretended council, which was long despised by the barbarians of 
the West. 8. Among them the worship of images advanced with a 
silent and insensible' progress; but a large atonement is made for 
their hesitation and delay, by the gross idolatry of the ages which 
precede the reformation, and of the countries, both in Europe 
and America, which are still immersed in the gloom of super­
atition. ' 

It was after the Nicene synod, and under the reign of the pious 
Irene, that the popes c~,nsummated the separation of Rome and 
Italy, by'the translation of the empire to the less orthodox Char­
lemagne. They were compelled to choose between the rival 
nations: religion was not the sole motive of their choice; and 
while they dissembled the failings of their friends, they beheld, 
with reluctance and suspicion, the Catholic virtues of their foes. 
The difference of language and manners had perpetuated the cn­
mity of the two capitals; and they were alienated from each 
other by the hostile opposition of seventy years. In that schism 
the Romans had tasted of freedom, and the popes of sovereignty: 
their submission would have exposed them to the revenge of a 
jealous tyrant; and the revolution of Italy had betrayed the im­
potence, as well as the tyranny, of the Byzantine court. The 
Greek emperors had restored the images, but they had not restored 
the Calabrian estates 8~ and the Illyrian diocese,8& which the Icono­
clasts had torn away from the successors of St. Peter; and Pope 
Adrian threatens them with a sentence of excommunication unless 
they speedily abjure this practical heresy. 87 The Greeks were now 
orthodox; but their, religion might be tainted by the breath of 
the reigning monarch: the Franks were now contumacious; but 
a discerning eye might discern their approaching conversion, 
from the use, to the adoration, of images. The name of Charle­
magne was stained by the polemic acrimony of his scribes j but 
the conqueror himself conformed, with the temper of a statesman, 
to the various practice of France and Italy. In his four pilgrim. 
ages or visits to the VlJtican, he embraced the popes in the com· 
~union of friendship and piety; knelt before the tomb, and con. 
sequently before the image, of the apostle; and joined, without 
3cruple, in all the prayers and processions of the Roman liturgy. 
Would prudence or gratitude allow the pontiffs to renounce their 
benefactor 1 Had they a right to alienate his gift of the Ex~ 
archate 1 Had they power to abollsh bis government of Rome 1 
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The title of patrician was below the merit and greatness of Char. 
lemagne; and it was only by reviving the Western empire that 
they could pay their ubligations or secure their establishment. 
By this decisive measure they would finally eradicate the claims 
of the Greeks j from the debasement of a provincial town, the 
majesty of Rome would be restored: the Latin Christians would 
be united under a supreme head, in their ancient metropolis j and 
the conquerors of the West would receive their crown from the 
successors of St. Peter. The Roman church would acquire a 
zealous and respectable advocate j and, under the shadow of the 
Carlovingian power, the bishop might exercise, with honor and 
safety, the government of the city. 88 

Before the ruin of Paganism in Rome, the competition for a 
wealthy bishopric had often been productive of tumult and blood­
shed. The people was less numerous, but the times were more 
savage, the prize more important, anfl the chair of St. Peter was 
fiercely disputed by the leading ecclesiastics who aspired to the 
rank of sovereign. The reign of Adrian the First 89 surpasses the 
measure of past or succeeding ages j 90 the walls of Rome, the 
sacred patrimony, the ruin of t.he Lombards, and the friendship 
of Charl(}magne, were the trophies of pis fame: he secretly edi­
fied the throne of his successors, and displayed in a narrow space 
t he virtues of a great prince. His memory was revered; but in 
the next election, a priest of the Lateran, Leo the Third, was pre­
ferred. to the nephew and the favorite of Adrian, whom he had pro­
moted to the first dignities of the church. Their acquiescence or 
repentance disguised, above four years, the blackest intention of 
revenge, till the day of a procession, when a furious hand of 
conspirators dispersed the unarmed multitude, and assaulted with 
blows and wounds the sacred person of the pope. But their enter­
prise on his life or liberty was disappointed, perhaps by their own 
confusion and remorse. Leo was left for dead on the ground: 
on his revival from the swoon, the effect of his loss of blood, he 
recovered his 81)eech and sight; and this natural event was im­
poved to the miraculous restoration of his eyes and tongue, of 
which he had been deprived, twice deprived, by the knife of the 
assassins. 9~ From his prison he escaped to the Vatican: the duko 
of S poleto hastened to his rescue, Chaflemagne sympathized in 
his injury, and in his camp of Padcrborn in Westphalia, accepted, 
or solicited, a visit from the Roman pontiff. Leo repassed the 
Alps with a commission of counts and bishops, the guards of his 
safety, and the judges of his innocence; and it wafl not withont 
reluctance that the conqueror of the Saxons delayed till the ensn, 
ing year the personal discharge of this pious office. In his foueth 
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and last piIf,:rrimage, he was received at Rome with the due honors 
of king and patrician: Leo was permitted to purge himself by 
oath of the crimes imputed to his charge: his enemies were 
silenced, and the sacrilegious attempt against his life was pun­
ished by the mild and insufficient penalty of exile. On the festi­
"Yal of Christmas, the last year of the eighth century, Charlemagne 
appeared in the church of St. Peter; and, to gratify the vanity of 
Rome, -he had exchanged the simple dress of his country for the 
habit of a patrician. 112 After the celebration of the holy mys­
teries, Leo suddenly placed a precious crown on his head,93 and 
the dome resounded with the acclamations of the people, "Long 
life and victory to Charles, the most pious Augustus, crowned by 
God, the great and pacific emperor of the Romans!" The head 
and body of Charlemagne were consecrat.ed by the royal unction : 
after the example of the Cresars, he was saluted or adored by the 
pontiff: his coronation oath represents a promise to maintain 
the faith and privileges of the church; and the first-fruits were 
'Paid in his rich offerings to the shrine of the apostle. In his fa­
miliar conversation, the emperor protested his ignorance of -the 
intentions of Leo, which he would have disappointed by his ab­
sence on that memorable day. But the preparations of the cere­
mony must llave disclosed the secret; and the journey of Charle­
magne reveals his knowledge and expectation: he had acknowl­
edged that the Imperial title was the object of his ambition, and 
a Roman synod had pronounced, that it was the only adequate r€!­
ward of his merit and services. 04 

The appellation of great has been often bestowed, and sometimes 
deserved; but CHARLEMAGNE is the only prince in whose favor 
the title has been indissolubly blended with the name. That 
name, with the addition of saint, is inserted in the Roman cal­
endar; and the saint, by a rare felicity, is crowned with the 
praises of the historians and philosophers of an enlightened age. Dr. 

His real merit is doubtless enhanced by the barbarism of the na­
tion and the times from which he emerged: but the apparent 
magnitude of an object is likewise enlarged by an unequal com­
parison; and the ruins of Palmyra derive. a casual splendor from 
the nakedness of the surrounding desert. Without injustice to 
his fame, I -may discern some blemishes in the sanctity and great­
ness of the restorer of the Western empire. Of his moml virtues, 
chastity is not the most conspicuous: 9& but the public happiness 
could not be materially injured by his nine wives or concubines, 
the various indulgence of meaner or more transient amours, t.he 
multitude of his bastards whom he bestowed on the churcIl, and 
the long celibacy and licentious manners of his daughters,97 whom 
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the father was -su!;pected of loving with too fond a passion. * I 
shall be scarcely permitted to accuse the ambition of a conqueror; 
but in a day of equal retribution, the sons of his brother Onr­
loman, the lIierovingian princes of :Aquitain, and the four thou­
sand five hundred Saxons who were beheaded on the same spvt, 
would have something to allege against the justice and humanit.y 
of Charlemagne. His treatment of the vanquished Saxons gS was 
an abuse of the right of conquest; his laws were not less san­
guinary than his arms, and in the discussion of his motives, 
whatever is subtracted from bigotry must be imputed to tempel'. 
The sedentary reader is amazed by his incessant activity of mind 
and body; and his subjects and enemies were not less astonished 
at his sudden presence, at the moment when they believed him at 
the most distant extremity of the empire; neither peace nor 
war, nor summer nor winter, were a season of repose; and our 
fancy cannot easily reconcile the annals of his reign with the geog­
raphy of his expeditions. t But this activity was a national, 
rather than a personal, virtue; the vagrant life of a Frank was 
spent in the chase, in pilgrimage, in military adventures; and 
the journeys of Charlemagne were distinguished only by a more 
numerous train and a more important purpose. His military re­
nown must be tried by the scrutiny of his troops, his enemies, 
and his actions. Alexander conquered with the arms of Philip, 
but the two heroes who preceded Charlemagne bequeathed him 
their name, their examples, and the companions of their vic­
tories. At the head of his veteran and superior armies, he op­
pressed the savage 01' degenerttte nations, who were incapable of 
confederating for their common safety: nor did he ever encounter 
an equal antagonist in numbers, in discipline, or in arms. The 
science of war has been lost and revived with the'" arts of peace; 

*This charge of incest, as Mr. Hallam justly observes, .. seem!!! to have originatrd 
in a misinterpreted pa!;,8~l5eorEginhard." Hallam's Middle Ages, vol. i. p.16.-M. 

t M. Guizot (Court! d'l1istoire Modeme, p. 270,273) has compiled the followiug 
statement of Charlemagne's military campaigns: 

1 Agamst the Aquitanians. 
18 " the Saxons. 
5 " the LombardE'. 
7 
1 
4 

" 
" 
" 

tIle Arabs in Spain.
the Thnringians.
the Avars. 

2 " the Bretons. 
1 the Bavarians. 
4 
5 
3 

" 
" 

the Slaves beyond the Elbe. 
the Saracens in Italy.
the Danes. 

2 " the Greeks. 

53 totaI.-M. 
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but his campaigns are not illustrated by any siege or hattle of 
I>ingulur difficulty and success; anti he might hehold, with en"y, 
t~lC Saracen trophies of his grandfather.. After the Spanish expe­
dition, his rear-guard was defeated in the Pyrenreull mountains j 
and the soldiers, whose situation was irretrievable, unu whose 
valor was useless, might accuse, with their last breath, the want of 
skill or caution of' their general. 99 I touch with reverence the 
laws of Charlemagne, so highly applauded by a respectable judge. 
They compose not a system, but a series, of occasional and mi­
nute edicts, for the correction of abuses, the reformation of man­
ners, the economy of his farms, the care of his poultry, anu evcn 
the sale of his eggs. He- wished to improve the laws and the 
~haracter of the Franks j and his attempts, however feeblc and 
l~nperfect, are'deser\>ing of praise: the inveterate evils of the 
tI,mes were suspended or mollified by his government: 100 but iQ.
!118 institutions I can seldom discover the general views and the 
l!llmortal spirit of a legislator, who survivcs himself for the bene­
fit of posterity. The union anti stability of his empire depended 
on t-he life of a single man: he imitated the dangerous practice 
o~ dividing his kingdoms among his sons; and after his numerous 
dIets, the whole constitution was left to fluctuate between the 
disorders of anarchy and despotism. His esteem for the piety 
nn.d knowledge of the clergy tempted 11im to intrust that as­
Sl!ll'ing order with temporal dominion and ci.vil jurisdiction; and 
111~ son Lewis, when he was stripped and degraded by the bishops, 
m~ght accuse, in some measure, the imprudence of his father. 
HIS laws enforced the imposition of tithes, because the dremolls 
had proclaimed in the air that the default of payment had been 
the cause of the last scarcity.lol The literary merits of Charle­
magne are attested by the foundation of schools, the introduction 
of, ~rts, the works which were published in his name, and his fa­
mIliar connection with the subjects and strangers whom he invited 
to h.is court to educate both the prince and people. Hi') own 
studIeS were tardy, laborious, and imperfect; if he spoke Latin 
and understood Greek, he derived the rudiments of knowledge 
from conversation rather than from books; and in his mature 
age, the emperor strove to acquire the practice of writing, which 
eve!y peasant now learns in his infancy. 102 The grammar and 
lOgIC, the music and astronomy, of the times, were only, culti­
vated as the handmaids of superstition; but the curiosity of the 
human mind must ultimately tend to its improvement, and the 
encouragement of learning reflects the purest and most pleasing 
lustre on the character of Charlemagne. IUS The dignity of his 
person,IU4 the length c:)f his reign, the prosperity of his arms, thli 
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vigor of his government, and the reverence of distant nations, 
distinguish him from the royal crowd; and Eur:>pe dates a neW 
rera from his restoration-of the Western empire. 

That empire was not unworthy of its title; 101; and some of th6 
fairest kingdoms of Europe were the patrimony or conquest of a 
prince, who reigued at the same time in France, Spain, Italy, Ger­
many, and Hungary. lOG I. The Roman province of Gaul had been 
transformed into the name and m)narchy of FRANCE; but, in the 
decay of the Merovingian line, its limits were contracted by the 
independence of the Britons and the revolt of Aquitain. Charle­
magne pursued, and confined, the Britons on the shores of tM 
ocean; and that ferocious tribe, whose origin and language are 
so different from the French, was chastised by the imposition of 
tribute, hostages, and peace. After a long dnd evasive contest, 
the rebellion of the dukes of Aquitain was punished by the for~ 
feiture of their province, their liberty, and their lives. Harsh 
and rigorol:.'3 would have been such treatment of ambitious gover­
nors, who had too faithfully copied the mayors of the palace. 
But a recent discovery 107 has proved that these unhappy princes 
were the last and lawful heirs of the blood and sceptre of Clovis, 
a younger branch, from the brother of Dagobert, of the Merovin­

-gian house. Their ancient kingdom was reduced to the duchy of 
Gascogne, to the counties of Fesenzac and Armagnac, at the foot 
of the PYI:enees : their race was propagated till the beginning of 
the sixteenth century; and after surviving their Carlovingian 
tyr_ants, they were reserved to feel the injustice, or the favors, of 
a third dynasty. By the reunion of Aquitain, France was en­
larged to its present boundaries, with the additions of tho Neth~ 
erlands and Spain as far as the Uhine. II. The Saracens had 
been expelled from France by the grandfather and father of 
Charlemagne; but they still possessed the greatest part of SPAIN, 
from the rock of Gibraltar to the Pyrenees. Amidst their civil 
d~visions, an Arabian emir of Saragossa implored his protection 
in the diet of Paderhorn. Charlemagne undertook the expedi.. 
tion, restored the emir, and, without distinction of faith, impar­
tially crushed the resistance ·of the Christians, and rewarded the 
obediep.ce and service of the }fahometans. In his absence he in~ 
stituted the Spanish march/os whi~h extended form the Pyrenees 
to the', River Ebro : Barcelona was the residence of the French 
governor: he possessed the counties of Rousillon and Oatalonia; 
and the infant kingdoms of Navarre and Arragon were subject to 
his jurisdiction. III. As king of the Lombards, and patrician of 
Rome, he reigned over the greatest part of ITALY,IOg a tract of Ii 
thousand miles from the Alps to the borders of Calabria. The 
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duchy of B~ventum, a Lombard fief, had spread, at the expense 
of the Greeks, over the modern kingdom of Naples, But Ar­
rechis, the reigning duke, refused to be included in the slavery 
of his country; assumed the independent title of prince; and 
opposed his sword to the Carlovingian monarchy. His defence 
was firm, his submission was not inglorious, and the emperor was 
content with an easy tribute, the demolition of his 'fortresses, and 
1he acknowledgment, on his coins, of a supreme lord, The art­
ful fiattery of his son Grimoald added the appellation of father, 
but he asserted his dignity with prudence, and Beneventum in' 
sensibly escaped from the French yoke. 110 IV. Charlemagne wae 
the first who united GERMANY under the same sceptre. The 
name of Oriental Fmnce is preserved in the circle of Franconia; 
and the people of Hesse and Thuringia were recently incorpo­
rated with the victors, by the conformity of religion and govern­
ment. The Alemanni, so formidable to the Romans, were the 
faithful vassals and confederates of the Franks; and their coun- ­
try was inscribed within the mQdern limits of Alsace, Swabia, and 
Switzerland. 'rhe B<warians, with a similar indulgence of their 
laws and manners, were less patient of a master: the repeated 
treasons of Tasillo justified the abolition of their hereditary 
dukes; and their power was shared among the counts, who 
judged and guarded that important frontier. But the north of ­
Germany, from the Rhine and beyond the EILe, was still hostile 
and Pagano; nor was it till after a war of thirty-three years that 
the Saxons bowed under the yoke of Christ and of Charlemagne. 
The idols and their votaries were extirpated: the foundation of 
e16ht bishoprics, of :Munster, Osnaburgh, Paderborn, and Min­
den, of Bremen; Verden, Hildesheim, and Halberstadt, define, on 
either side of the Weser, the bounds of ancient Saxony; these 
episcopal seats were the first schools and cities of that savage 
land; and the religion and humanity of the children atoned, in 
some degree, for the massacre of the parents. Beyond the Elbe, 
the Slavi, or Sclavonians, of similar manners and various deDomi­
nations, overspread the modern dominions of Prussia, Poland, 
and Bohemia, and some transient marks of obedience have 
tempted the French historian to extend the empire to the Baltic 
and the Vistula. The conquest or conversion of those countries is 
of Q more recent age; but the first union of Bohemia with the 
Germanic body may be justly ascribed to the arms of Charle­
magne. V. He retaliated on the Avars, or Huns of Pannonia, 
the same calamities which they llad inflicted on the nations. 
Their rings, the wooden fortifications which encircled their dilil­
tricts and villages, were broken down by the triple effort of a 
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French army, that was poured into their country by land and 
water, through the Carpathian mountains, and along the plain 
of the Danube. After a bloody conflict of eight years, tho 
loss of some French generals was avenged by the slaughter 
of the most noble Huns: the relics of the nation submitted; 
the royal residence of the chagan was left desolate and un­
known; and the treasures, the rapine of two hundred and 
fifty years, enriched the victorious troop~, or decorat~d the 
churches of Italy and Gaul. III After the reduction of Pan­
nonia, the empire of Charlemagne was bounded only by tlw con­
flux of the Danube with the Teyss and the Save :_the provinces 
of Istria, Liburnia, and Dalmatia, were an easy though unprofita­
ble accession j and it was an effect of his moderation that he left 
the maritime cities under the real or nominal sovereignty of the 
Greeks. But these distant possessions added more to the reputa­
tion than to the power of the Latin emperor j nor did he risk 
any ecclesiastical foundations to reclaim the barbarians from their 
v.agrant life and idolatrous worship. Some canals of communica­
tion between the rivers, the Sa one; and the Meuse, the Rhine and 
the Danube, were faintly attempted. m Their execution would 
have viVIfied the empire j and more cost and labor were often 
wasted in the structure of a cathedral. * 

If we retrace the outlines of this geographical picture, it will 
be seen that the empire of the Franks extended, bctween east and 
west, from the Ebro to the Elbe or Vistula; between the north 
and south, from the duchy of Beneventum to tho River Eyder, 
the perpetual boundary of Germany and Denmark. The personal 
and political importanc~ of Charlemagne wo,s magnified by the 
distress and division of the rest of Europe. The i~lands of Great 
Britain and Ireland were disputed by a crowd of princes of Saxon 
or Scottish origin: and, after the loss of Spain, the Christian and 
Gothic kingdom of Alphonso the Chaste was confined to the nar­
row range of the Asturian mountains. These petty sovereigns 
revered the power or virtue of the Carlovingian monarch, im­
plored the honor and support of his alliance, and styled him their 
common parent, the sole and supreme emperor of the west. 1 He!3 

maintained a,more equal intercourse with the caliph Harun al Ra 
I~hid, IH whose dominion stretched from Africa to India, and ac­
I ~epted from his ambassadors a tent, a water-clock, an elephant, 
IJ.nd the keys of the Holy Sepulchre.. It is not easy to conceive 
the private friendship of a Frank and an Arab, who ~vere 

*I should donht thiIJ in the time ot Cluu'lfalagIle, even If the term "expended r 

*,ere SUbstituted for" wasted."-l4. 
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strangers to each other's person and language and religion: but 
their public correspondence was founded on vanity, and their reo 
mote situation left no room for a competition of interest. Tw~, 
thirds of the Western empire of Rome were subject to Charle. 
magne, and the deficiency was amply supplied by his command 01 
the inaccessible or invincible nations of Germany. But in the 
choice of his enemies,* we may be reasonably surprised that he 
so often preferred the poverty of the north to the riches of th~ 
south. The three-and-thirty campaigns laboriously consumed in 
the woods and morasses of Germany would have sufficed to assert 
the amplitude of his title by the expulsion of the Greeks from 
Italy and the Saracens from Spain. The weakness of the Greek& 
would have insured an easy victory; and the holy crusade against 
the Saracens would have been prompted by glory and revenge, 
and loudly justified by religion and policy. Perhaps, in his ex~ 
peditioris beyond the Rhine and the Elbe, he aspired to save his 
monarchy from the fate of the Roman empire, to disarm the ene­
mies of civilized society, and to eradicate the seed of future emi­
grations. But it has been wisely observed that, in a light of pre­
caution, all conquest must be ineffectual, unless it could be uni­
versal, since the increasing circle must be involved in a larger 
sphere of hostility. Ill> The subjugation of Germany withdrew 
the veil which had so long concealed the continent or islands of 
Scandinavia from the knowledge of Europe, and awakened the 
torpid courage of their barbarous natives. The fiercest of the 
Saxon idolaters escaped from the Christian tyrant to their breth­
ren of the North; the Ocean and :Mediterranean were covered 
with their piratical fleets; and Charlemagne beheld with a sigh 
the destructive progress of the Normans, who, in less than seventy 
years, precipitated the fall of his race and monarchy. 

Had the pope and the Romans revived the primitive constitu­
tion, the titles of emperor and Augustus were conferred on Ohar­
lemagne for the term of his life; and his successors, on each va~ 
caney, must have ascended the throne by a formal or tacit elec­
tion. But the a~sociation of his son Lewis the Pious asserts thE: 
independent right of monarchy and conquest, and the emperor 
seems on this occasion to have foreseen and prevented the latent 

* Had he the cholce! 111. Gnlzot has eloqnently described the position of Cbarle. 
malnle towards the Saxons. II y fit face par Ie conquete; In guerre derelJ~ive prit
In forme offeusive: il transportn Ill. lntte sur Ie territoire des peuples qui vonlalent 
envabir Ie sien j. il travailla it. asservir les races etrangeres. et extirper les croyances 
en!lemies. De ason mode de gouvernement et 1/\ fondation de son empire: Ill. 
guerre offensive et Ill. conquete voulaient cotto vaste et rcdoutable unite. Compare
observations in fue Quarterly Review I vol. xlviii., and James's Life of Charlemagne.
-M. 
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claims of the clergy. The royal youth was commanded to take 
the crown from the altar, and with his own hands to place it on 
his head, as a gift which he held from Gud, his father, and the 
nation. 116 The same ceremony was repeated, though with less 
energy, in the subsequent associations of LothaiL'e and Lewis the· 
Second; the Carlovingian sceptre was transmitted from father to 
son in a lineal descent of four generations; and the ambition of 
the popes was reduced to the empty honor of crowning and anoint­
ing these hereditary princes, who were already invested with their 
power and dominions. The pious Lewis survived his brothers, 
and embraced the whole empire of Charlemagne; but the nations, 
and the nobles, his bishop.'l, and his children, quickly discerned 
tlmt this mighty mass was no longer inspired by the same soul; 
and the foundations were undermined to the centre, while the ex­
ternal surface was yet fair and entire. _ After a war, 01' battle, 
which consumed one hUlldred thousand Franks, the empire was 
divided by treaty between his three sons, who had violated ev:ery 
filial and fraternal duty. The kingdoms of Germany and France 
were forever separated; the provinces of Gaul, between the 
Rhone and the Alps, the Meuse and the Rhine, were assigned, 
with Italy, to the -Imperial dignity of Lothaire. In the partition 
of his share, Lorraine and ArIes, two recent and transitory king­
doml), were bestowed on the younger ch:ldren; and Lewis the 
Second, his eldest son, was content with the realm of Italy, thl} 
proper and sufficient patrimony of a Roman emperor. On his 
death, without any male issue, the vacant throne was disputed by 
his uncles and cousins, and the popes most dexterously seized the 
occasion of judging the claims and merits of the candidates, and 
of bestowing on the most obsequious. or most liberal, the Imperial 
office of advocate of the Roman church. The dregs of the Car­
lovingian race no longer exhibited any symptoms of virtue Of 

power, and the ridiculous epithets of the bard, the stammerer, the 
fat, and the simple, distinguished the tame and uniform features 
of a crowd of kings alike deserving of, oblivion. By the failure 
of the collateral branches, the whole inheritance devolved to 
Charles the Fat, the last emperor of his family: his insanity au­
thoriz~d the desertion of Germany, Italy, and France: he wae de­
posed in a diet, and ~olicited his daily bread from the rebels by 
whose contempt his life and liberty had been spared. According 
to the measure of their force, the governors, the bishops, and the 
lords, usurped the fragments of the falling empire; and some 
preference was shown to the fHmale or illegitimate blood of Char­
lemagne. Of the greater part the title and possession were alike 
doubtful, and the merit was adequate to the contracted scale of 
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their.. dominions. Those who could appear with an army at the 
gates of Rome were cr~}Yned emperors in the Vatican; but their 
modesty was ,more frequently satisfied with the appellation of 
kings of Italy: and the whole term of seventy-four years may be 
deemed a vacancy, from the abdication of Oharles the Fat to the 
establishment of Otho the FirRt. 

Otho In was of the noble race of the dukes of Saxony; and if 
he truly descended'from Witikind, the adversary and proselyte of 
Charlemagne, the posterity of a vanquished people was exalted to 
reign over their conquerors. His father, Henry the Fowler, was 
elected, by the _sutirage of the nation, to save and institute the 
kingdom O'f Germany. Its limits m were enlarged on every side 
by his son, the first and greatest of the Othos. A portion of 
Gaul, to the west of the Rhine, along the banks of the :Meuse and 
the Moselle, was assigned to the Germans, by whose blood and 
language it ha~ been tinged since the time of Cresar ancl Tacitus. 
Between the Rhine, the Rhone, and the Alps, the successors of 
Otho acquired a vain supremacy over the broken kingdoms of 
Burgundy and ArIes. In the North, Christianity was propagated 
~y the sword of Otho, the conqueror and apostle of the Sl!lvic na­
tIOns of the Elbe and Oder: the marches of Brandenburgh and 
Sleswick were fortified with German colonies; and the king of 
Denmark, the dukes of Poland and Bohemia, confessed them­
selves his tributary vassals. At the head of a victorious army, he 
passed the Alps,- subdued the kingdom of Ita1y, delivered the 
pope, and forever fixed the Imperial crown in the name and na­
tion of Germany. From that memorable rera, two maxims of 
public jurisprudence were introduced by force and ratified by 
time. I. That the prince, who was elected in tle German diet, 
acquired, from that instant, the subject kingdom!.. of Italy and 
Rome. II. But that he might not legally assume the titles of em­
peror and Augustus, till he had received the crown from thct 
hands of the Roman pontiff. 119 

The Imperial dignity of Charlemagne was annollnced to the 
East by the alteration of his style; and instead of saluting his 
fathers, the Greek emperors, he presumed to ad(}pt the more 
equal and familiar appellation of brother. no Perhaps in his con­
nection with Irene he aspired to the name of husband: his em­
bassy to Constantinople spoke the language of peace and friend­
ship, and might conceal a treaty of marriag~ with that ambitious 
princess, who had renounced the most sacred duties of a mother. 
The nature, the duration, the probable consequences of such a 
union between two distant and dissonant empires, it is impossible 
to conjecture; but, the unanimous silence of the Latins may teach 

It E. iii.-a 
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us to suspect, that the report was invented by the enemies of 
Irene, to charge her with the guilt of betraying the church and 
state to the strangers of the West. 121 TIle French ambassadors 
were the spectators, and had nearly been the victims, of the ('on­
spiracy of Nicephorus, and the national hatred. Constantinople 
Was exasperated by the treason and sacrilege of ancient Rome: a 
proverb, "That the Franks were good friends and bad neigh­
bors," was in everyone's mouth j .but it was dangerous to pro­
voke a neighbor who might be tempted to reiterate, in the church 
of St. Sophia, the ceremony-of his Imperial coronation. After a 
tedious journey of circuit and delay, the ambassadors of Nicepho­
rus found him itt his camp, on the banks of the River Sala; and 
Charlemagne affected to confound their vanity by displaying, in a 
Franconian village, the pomp, or at Jeast the pride, of the Byzan­
tine palace. ;22 The Greeks were successively led through four 
halls of audience: in the first they were ready to fall prostrate be­
fore a splendid personage in a chair of state, till he informed. 
them that he was only a servant, the constable, or master of the 
house, of the emperor. The same mistake, and the same answer, 
were repented in the apartments of the count palatine, the stew­
ard, and the chamberlain; and their impatience was gradually 
heightened, till the doors of the presence-chamber were thrown 
open, and they beheld the genuine monarch, on his throne, en­
riched with the foreign luxury which he despised, and encircled 
with the love and reverence of' his victorious chiefs, A treaty of 
peace and alliance was concluded between the two empires, and 
the limits of the East and West were defined by the right of pres­
ent possession. But the Greeks 123 soon forgot this humiliating 
equality, or remembered it only to hate the barbarians by whom 
it was extorted. During the short union of virtue and power, 
they respectfully saluted the august Charlemagne, with the accla­
mations of basileus, and em~ror of the Romans. As soon 11S these 
qualities were separated in the person of his pious son, the Byzan­
tine letters were inscribed, " To the king, or, as he styles himself, 
the emperor of the Franks and Lombards." When both power 
and virtue were extinct, they despoiled Lewis the Second of his 
hereditary title, and with the barbarous appellation of rex or rega, ' 
degraded him among the crowd of Latin princes. His reply 124 is 
expressive of his weakness: he proves, with some learning, that, 
both in sacred and profane history, the name of king is synony­
mous with the Greek word basileU8: if, at Constantinople, it were 
assumed in a more exclusive and imperial sense, he claims from 
bis ancestors, and from the pope, a just participation of the hon­
ots of the Roman purple. The same cont~oversy was revived in 
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the rei[,n of the Othos j and their ambassador describes, in lively 
colors, the insolence of the Byzantine court. m The G:eeks 
affected to despise the poverty and ignorance of the Franks and 
Saxons j and in their last decline refused to prostitute to the kings 
of Germany the title of Roman emperors. 

These emperors, in the election of the popes, continued to exer­
oise the powers which had been assumed by the Gothic and Gre­
cian princes; and the importance of this prerogative increased 
with the temporal estate and spiritual jurisdiction of the Roman 
ehurch. In the Christian aristocracy, the principal members of 
the clergy still formed a senate to assist the administration, and 
to supply the vacancy, of the bishop. Rome was divided into 
twenty-eight parishes, and each parish was governed by a cardi­
nal priest, or presbyter, a title which, however common and mod­
est in its origin, has aspired to emulate the purple of kings. 
Their number was enlarged by the association of the seven deu­
cons of the most considerable hospitals, the seven palatine judges 
of the Lateran, and some dignitaries of the church. This ecclesi­
astical senate was directed by the seven cardinal-bishops of the 
Roman province, who were less occupied in the suburb dioceses 
of Ostia, Porto, Velitrro, Tusculum, Prroneste, Tibur, and the 
Sabincs, than by their weekly service in the Lateran, and their 
superior share in the honors and authority of the apostolic see. 
On the death of the pope, these bishops recommended a successor 
to the suffrage of the college of cardinals,126 and their choice was 
ratified or rejected by the applause or clamor of the Roman peo­
ple. But the election was imperfect; nor could the pontiff be 
legally consecrated till the emperor, the advocate of the church, 
had graciously signified his approbation and consent. The royal 
commissioner examined, on the spot, the form and freedom of the 
proceedings j nor was it till after a previous scrutiny into the 
9ualifications of the candidate& that he accepted an oath of fidel­
lty, and confirmed the donations which had successively enriched 
the patrimony of St. Peter. In the frequent schisms, the rival 
claims were submitted to the sentence of the emperor; and in a 
~ynod of bishops he presumed to judge, to condemn, and to pun­
Ish, the crimes of a guilty pontiff. Otho the First imposed a 
treaty on the senate and people, who engaged to prefer the candi­
date most acceptable to his majesty: 121 his successors anticipated 
~r prevented their choice : they bestowed the Roman benefice, 
hke the bishoprics of Cologne or Bamberg, on their chancellors 
or preceptors; and whatever might be the merit of a Frank or 
Saxon, his name sufficiently attests the interposition of foreign 
power. '1'hese acts of prerogative were most speciously excused 
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by the vices ,-.." a popular election. The competitor who h~JJ been 
excluded by the cardinals appealed to the passions or avarice of 
the multitude; the Vatican and the Lateran were stained wjth 
blood; and the most powerful senators, the marquises of Tuscany 
and the counts of Tusculum, held the apostolic see in a long and 
disgraceful servitude~ The Roman pontiffs, of the ninth and tenth 
centuries, were insulted, imprisoned, and murdered, by their 
tyrants; and such was their indigence, after the loss and usurpa­
tion of the ecclesiastical patrimonies, that they could neither sup­
port the state of a prince, nor exercise the charity of -a priest. 128 

The influence of two sister prostitutes, Marozia and Theodora, was 
founded on their wealth and beauty, their political and amorous 
intrigues: the most strenuous of their lovers were rewarded with 
the Roman mitre, and their reign 1211 may have suggested to tho 
darker ages 130 the fable:lll of a female pope. m The bastard son, 
the grandson, and the great-grandson of ]Iarozia, a rare gene­
alogy, were seated in the chair of 8t: Peter, and it was at the 
age of nineteen years that the second of these became the head of 
the Latin church.* His youth and manhood ,were of a suitable 
complexion; and the nations of pilgrims could bear testimony to 
the charges that were urged against him in a Roman synod, and 
in the presence of Otho the Great. A.s John XII. had renounced 
the dress and decencies of his profession, the soldier may not per­
baps be dishonored by the wine which lie drank, the blood that 
he spilt, the flames that he kindled, or the licentious pursuits of 
gaming and hunting. His open simony might be the consequence 
of distress; and his blasphemous invocation of Jupiter and Venus, 
if it be true, could not pos"sibly be serious. But we rend, with 
some surprise, that the worthy gran::1son of Marozia lived in pub­
lic adultery with the matrons of Ro~; that the Lateran palace 
was turned into a school for prostitution, and that his rapes of 
virgins and widows had deterred the female pilgrims from visit­
ing the tomb of St. Peter, lest, in the devout act, they should be 
violated by his successor.133 The Protestants have dwelt with 
malicious pleasure on these characters of Antichrist; hut to a 
philosophic eye, the vices of the clergy are far less dangerous than 
their virtues. After a long series of scandal, the apostolic see was 
reformed and exalted by the ansterity and zeal of Gregory VII. 
That ambitious monk devoted his life to the execution of two pro 

* John XI. was the Bon of her Imsband Alberic, notof her lover, Pope SergiusIlI., 
as 1l1uratori has distinctly proved~Ann. ad. ann. 911, tom. v. p. 268. H('r grandson, 
Octavian, otherwise called John All., was pope; but a great.grandson cannot ~o 
discovered in any of the succeeding popes; nor does onf historian him~e1f, in hlS 
Subsequen narration seem to know of one. Hobhouse, Illustrations of Childc 
IIarold, p. 309.-M. ' 
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jects. I. To fix in the college of cardinals the freedom and inde­
~endence of election, and forever to abolish the right or usurpa­
tIOn of the emperors and the Roman people. II. To bestow and 
resume the Western empire as a fief or benefice 134 of the church, 
and to extend his temporal dominion over the kings and king­
doms of the earth. After a contest of fifty years, the first of these 
designs was accomplished by the firm. support of the ecclesiastical 
order, whose liberty was connected with that of their chief. But 
the second attempt, though it was crowned with some partial and 
apparent success, has been vigorously resisted by t~e secular 
power, and finally extinguished by the improvement of human 
reason. 

In the revival of the empire of Rome, neither the bishop nor 
the people could bestow on Charlemagne or Otho the provinces 
which were lost, as they had been won, by the chance of arms. 
But the Romans were free to choose a master for themselves; and 
the powers which had been delegated to the patrician, were irre­
vocably granted to the French and Saxon emperors of the West. 
The broken records of the times 13ft preserve some remembrance of 
their palace, their mint, their tribunal, their edicts, and the sword 
of justice/ which, as late as the thirteenth century, was derived 
from Cresar to the prrefect of the city.136 Between tIle arts of the 
popes and the violence of the people. this supremacy wa~ crushed 
and annihilated. Content with the titles of emperor and Augus­
tus, the successors of Charlemagne neglected to assert this local 
jUrisdiction. In the hour of prosperity, their ambition was 
diverted by more alluring objects; and in the decay and division 
of the empire, they were oppressed by the defence of their heredi­
tary provinces. Amidst the ruins of Italy, the famous Marozia in­
vited one of the usurpers to assume the character of her third hus­
band; 'and Hugh, king of Burgundy, was introduced by her fac­
tion into the mole of Hadrian or castle of St. Angelo, which com­
mands the principal bridge and entrance of Rome. Her son by 
the first marriage, Alberic, was compelled to attend at the nuptial 
banquet; but his reluctant and ungraceful service was chastised 
with a blow by his Dew father. The blow was productive of a 
revolution. "Romans," exclaimed the youth, '~once you were 
tbe masters of the world, and these Burgulldians the most abject 
of your slaves. They now reign, these voracious and brutal sav­
ages, and my injury is the commencement of your servitude. " 131 

The alarum bell rang to arms in every quarter of the city: the 
Burgundians retreated with haste and shame; Marozia was im­
ptisoned by her victorious son, and his brother, Pope John XL, 
Was reduced to the exercise of his spiritual functions. With the 
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title of prince, Alberic possessed above twenty years the govern. 
ment of Rome; and he is said to have gratified the popular preju­
dice, by restoring the office, or at least the title, of consuls and 
tribunes. His son and heir Octavian assumed, with the pontifi­
cate, the name of John XII. : like his predecessor, he was pro­
voked by the Lombard prillces to seek a deliverer for the church 
and republic ;' and the services of Otho were rewarded with the 
Imperial dignity. But the Saxon was imperious, the Romans 
were impatient, the festival of the coronation was disturbed by 
the secret conflict of prerogative and freedom, and Otho com­
manded his sword-bearer not to stir from his person, lest he 
should be assaulted and murdered at the foot of the altar. 138 Be­
fore he repassed the Alps, the emperor chastised the revolt of the 
people and the ingratitude of John XII. The pope was degraded 
ill a synod; the prrefect was mounted on an ass, whipped through 
the city, and cast into a dungeon; thirteen of the most guilty 
were hanged, others were'mutilated or banished; and this severe 
process was justified by the ancient laws of Theodosius and Jus­
tinian. The voice of fame has accused the second Otho of a per~ 
fidious and bloody act, the massacre of the senators, whom he had 
invited to his table under the fair semblance of hospitality and 
friendship. lSI) In the minority of his son Otho the Third, Rome 
made a bold attempt to shake off the Saxon yoke, and the consul 
Crescentius was the Brutus of the republic. From the condition 
of a subject and an exile, he twice rose to the command of the 
city, oppressed, expelled, and created the popes, and formed a 
conspiracy for restoring the authority of the Greek emperors. * In 
the fortress of St. Angelo he maintained an obstinate siege, till. 
the unfortunate consul was betrayed by a promise of safety: his 
body was suspended on a gibbet, and his head was exposed on the 
battlements of the castle. By a' reverse of fortune, Otho, after 
separating his troops, was besieged three days, without food, in 
his palace; and a disgraceful escape saved him from the justice 
or'fury of the Romans. The senator Ptolemy was the leader of 
the people, and the widow of Crescentius enjoyed the pleasure or 
the fame of revenging her husband, by a poison which she admin­
istered to her Imperial' lover. It was the design of Otho the 
Third to abandon the ruder countries of the North, to erect his 
throne in Italy; and to revive the institutions of the Roman mon~ 
archy. But his successors only once in their lives appeared on 
the banks of the Tyber, to receive their crown in the Vatican. 140 

*The Marqnis Maffei's galleryeontained a medal with Imp. Cres. August. P. P. 
Cre~ccntins. Bence Hobnouse infers that he affected the empire. Hobhouse. D­
\utltrations of Childe Harold. p. 252.-M. 
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Their absence was contemptible, their presen~e odious and for~ 
midable. They descended from the Alps, at the head of their 
barbarians, who were strangers and enemies to the country j and 
their transient visit was a scene of tumult and bloodshed. 1u A 
faint remembrance of their ancestors still tormented the Romans ; 
and they beheld with pious indignation the succession of Saxons, 
Franks, Swabians, and Bohemians, who usurped the purple and 
prerogatives of the Cresars. 

There is nothing perhaps more adverse to nature and reason 
than to hold in obedience remote countries and foreign nations, in 
'Jpposition to their inclination and interest. A torrent of barba~ 
rians may pass over the earth, but an extensive empire must be 
bupported by a refined system of policy and oppression; in tha 
centre, an absolute power, prompt in action and rich in resources; 
a swift and easy communication with the extreme parts; fortifica­
tions to check the first effort of rebellion; a regular administra- ­
tion to protect and punish ; and a well-disciplined army to inspire 
fear, without provoking discontent and despair. Far different 
was the situation of the German Cresars, who were ambitious to 
enslave the kingdom of Italy. Their })atrimonial estates were 
stretched along the Rhine, or scattered in the provinces j but this 
ample domain was alienated by the imprudence or distress of suc­
cessive princes j and their revenue, from minute and vexatious 
prerogative, was scarcely sufficient for the maintenance of their 
household. Their troops were formed by the legal or voluntary 
service of their feudal vassals, who passed the Alps with reluc­
tance, assumed the license of rapine and disorder, and capriciously 
deserted before the end of the campaign. Whole armies were 
swept away by the pestilential influence of the climate: the sur­
viv0rs brought back the' bones of their princes and nobles,l42 and 
the effects of their own intemperance were often imputed to the 
treachery and malice uf the Italians, who rejoiced at least in the 
calamities of the barbarians. This irregular tyranny might con­
tend on equal terms with the petty tyrants of Italy; nor can the 
people, or the reader, be much interested in the event of the 
quarrel. But in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the Lombards 
rekindled the :flame of industry and freedom; and the generous 
example was at length imitated by the republics of Tuscany. * In, 
the Italian cities a municipal government had never been totally 
abolished j and their first privileges were granted by the favor 
and policy of the emperors, who were desirous of erecting a 

*Compare Sismondi. Ristoirc de" lwpnbl1qu~s ~talienne8. ~allam'B Mid"!le 
Ages. Haumer, G('schichte der Hohenetautfen. SavIgny, Geschichte des ROUll&­
c:ben Recbl:B, voL iii. p. 19. with the authors quoted.-M. 
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plebeian barrier against the independence of the nobles. But 
their rapid progress, the daily extension of their power and pre­
tensions, were founded on the numbers and spirit of these rising 
communities. l43 Each city filled the measure of her diocese or 
district: the jurisdiction of the counts and bishops, of the mar­
quises and counts, was banished from the land; and the proudest 
nobles were persuaded or compelled to desert their solitary cas­
tles, and to embrace the more honorable character of freemen and 
magisuates. The legislative authority was inherent in the gen­
eral assembly; but the executive powers were intrusted to three 
consuls, annually chosen from the three orders of captains, 'Valvas­
8(;1"8,1'4 and commons, into which the republic was divided. Un­
der the protection of equal law, the labors of agriculture and 
commerce were gradually revived; but the martial spirit of the 
Lombards was nourished by the presence of danger; and as often 
as the bell was rung, or the standard w; erected, the gahls of the 
city poured forth a numerous and intrepid band, whose z.eal in 
their own cause was soon guided by the use and discipline of 
arms. At the foot of these popular ramparts, the pride of the 
Cresars was overthrown; and the invincible genius of liberty pre­
vailed over the two Frederics, the greatest princes of the middle 
age; the first, superior perhaps, in military prowess; the second, 
who undoubtedly excelled in the softer accomplishments of peace 
and learning. 

Ambitious of restoring the splendor of the purple, Frederic the 
First invaded the republics of Lombardy, with the arts of a 
statesman, the valor of a soldier, and the cruelty of a tyrant. 
The recent discovery of the Pandects had renewed a science most 
favorable to despotism; and his venal advocates proclaimed the 
emperor the absolute master of the lives and properties of his sub­
jects. His royal prerogatives, in a less odious sense, were ac­
knowledged in the diet of Roncaglia; and the revenue of Italy 
was fixed at thirty thousand pounds of silver,148 which were mul­
tiplied to an indefinite demand, by the rapine of the fiscal officers. 
The obstinate cities were reduced by the terror or the force of his 
arms: his captives were delivered to the executioner, or shot 
from his military engines; and, after the siege and surrender of 
Milan, the buildings of that stately capital were razed to the 
ground, three hundred hostages were sent into Germany; and the 
inhabitants were dispersed in four villages, under the yoke of the 
inflexible conqueror. l47 But Milan soon rose from her ashes; and 
the leabTUe of Lombardy was cemented by distress : their causO 
was espoused by Venice, Pope Alexander the Third, and the 
Greek emperor: the fabric of oppression was overturned in a 
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day; and in "the treaty of Constance, Frederic subscribed, with 
some reservatiomt, the freedom of four-and-twenty cities. His 
grandson contended with their vigor and maturity; but Frederic 
the Second 14S was endowed with some personal and peculiar ad ... 
vantages. His birth and education recommended him to the Ital­
ians; and in the implacable discord of the two factions, the Ghi­
belins were attached to the emperor, while the Guelfs displayed 
the. banner of liberty and the church. The court of Rome had 
slumbered, when his father Henry the Sixth was permitted to 
unite with the empire the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily; and 
from these hereditary realms the son derived an ample and ready 
supply of troops and treasure. Yet Frederic the Second was 
finally oppressed by the arms of the Lombards and the thunders 
of the Vatican: his kingdom was given to a stranger, and the 
last of his family was beheaded at Naples on a public scaffold. 
During sixty years, no emperor appeared in Italy, and the name 
was remembered only by the ignominious sale of the last relics of 
sovereignty. 

The barbarian conquerors of the West were pleased to decorate 
thpir chief with the title of emperor; but it was not their design 
to invest him with the despotism of Constantine and Justinian. 
The persons of the Germans were free, their conquests were their 
flwn, and their national character was animated by a spirit which 
scorned the servile jurisprudence of the new or the ancient Rome. 
'1t would have been a vain· and dangerous attempt to impose a 
monarch on the armed freemen, who were impatient of a magis­
trate; on the bold, who refused to obey; on the powerful, who 
aspired to command. The empire of Charlemagne and Otho was 
distributed among the dukes of the nations or provinces, the 
counts of the smaller districts, and the margraves of the marches 
or frontiers, who all united the civil and military authority as it 
had been delegated to the lieutenants of the first Cmsars. The 
Roman governors, who, for the most part, were soldiers of for­
tune, seduced their mercenary legions, assumed the Imperial pur­
ple, and either failed or succeeded in their revolt without wound· 
ing the power and unity of government. If the dukes, margraves, 
and counts of Germany, wcre less audacious in their claims, the 
consequences of their success. were more lasting and pernicious to 
~he state. Instead of aiming at the supreme rank, they silently 
~abored to establish and appropriate their provincial indepen­
dence. Their ambition was seconded by the weight of their estates 
and vassals, their mutual example and support, the common inter­
c.st of the subordinate nobility, the change of princes and fami· 
lies, the minoritiE's of Otho the Third and Henry the Fourth, the 
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ambition of the popes, and the vain pursuit of the fugitive CrOWll! 
of Italy and Rome. All the attributes of regal and territorial 
jurisdiction were gradually usurped by the commanders of the 
provinces: the right of peace and war, of life and death, of coin­
age and taxatiun, of foreign alliance and domestic economy. 
Whatever had been seized by violence was ratified by favor or 
distress, was granted as the price of a doubtful vote or a volun~ 
tary service; whatever had been granted to one, could not, with­
out injury, be denied to his successor or equal j and every act of 
local or temporary possession was insensibly moulded into the 
constitution of the Germanic kingdom. In every province the I 
visible presence of the duke or count was interposed between the 
throne and the nobles j the subjects of the law became the vassals 
of a private chief j and the standard which he received from his 
sovereign was often raised against him in the field. The tempo­
ral power of the clergy was cherished and exalted by the supersti­
tion or policy of the Carlovingian and Saxon dynasties, who 
blindly depended on their moderation and fidelity; and the 
bishoprics of Germany were made equal in extent and privilege, 
snperior in wealth and population, to the most ample states of t.he 
military order. As long as the emperors retained the prerogative 
of bestowing on every vacancy these ecclesiastic and secular bene­
fices, their cause was maintained by the gratitude or ambition of 
their friends and favorites. But in the quarrel of the investi­
tures, they were deprived of their influence over the episcopal 
cllapters; the freedom of election was restored, and the sovereign 
was reduced, by a solemn mockery, to hisjirst prayers, the recom­
mendation; once in his reign, to a single prebend in each church. 
rl'he secular governors, instead of being recalled at the will of a 
superior, could be degraded only by the sentence of their peers. 
In the first age of the monarchy, the appointment of the son to 
the duchy or county of his father was solicited as a favor; it was 
gradually obtained as a custom, and extorted as a right: the liIl­
eal succession was often extended to the collateral or female 
branches j the states of the empire (their popular, and at length 
their legal,.appeUation) were divided and alienated by testament 
and sale j and all idea of a public trust was lost in that of a pri­
vate and perpetual inheritance. The emperor could not even be 
enriched _by the casualties of fOJ feiture and extinction: within the 
term of a year he was obliged to dispose of the vacant fief j and, 
in the choice of the candidate, it was his duty to consult either 
the general or the provincial diet. 

After the death of Frederic the Second, Germany was left a 
monster with a h1mdred heads. A crowd of princea and prelates 
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disputed the ruins of the empire: the lords of innumerabie cas­
tles were less prone to obey, thun to imitate, their superiors; and, 
according to the measure of their strength, their incessant hostili­
ties received the names of conquest or robbeq. Such anarchy was 
the inevitable consequence of the laws and manners of Europe; 
and the kingdoms of France and Italy were shivered into frag­
ments by the violence of the same tempest. But the ItaHan cities 
and the French vassals were divided and destroyed, while the 
union of the Germans has produced, under the name of an empire, 
a great system of a federative republic. In the frequent and at 
last the perpetual institut.ion of diets, a national spirit was kept 
alive, and the powers of a common Igislature are still exercised by 
the three branches or colleges of the electors, the princes, and the 
free and Imperial cities of Germany. I. Seven of the most power­
ful feudataries were permitted to assume, with a distinguished 
name and rank, the exclusive privilege of choosing the Roman 
emperor; and these electors were the king of Bohemia, the duke 
of Saxony, the margrave of Branden burgh, the count palatine of 
the Rhine. and the three archbishops of l\Ientz, of Treves, and of 
Cologne. II. The college of princes and prelates purged them­
selves of a promiscuous multitude: they reduced to four repre­
sentative votes the long series of independent counts, and excluded 
the nobles or equestrian order, sixty thousand of whom, as in the 
Polish diets, had appeared on -horseback in the field of election. 
III. The pride of birth and dominion, of the sword and the mitre, 
wisely adopted the commons as the third branch of the legisla­
ture, and, in the progress of society, they were introduced about 
the same rora into the national assemblies of France, England, and 
Germany. The Hanseatic League commanded the trade and navi­
gation of the north: the confederates of the Rhine secured the 
peace and intersourse of the inland country; the influence of the 
cities has been adequate to their wealth and policy, and their 
negative still invalidates the acts of the two superior colleges of 
dectors and princes. HlI 

It is in the fomteenth century that we may view in the strong­
est light the state and ('ontrast of the Homan empire of Germany, 
which no longer held, except on the borders of the Rhine and 
Danube, a single province of Trajan or Constantine. their un­
worthy successors were the counts of Hapsburgh, of Nassau, of 
Luxemburgh, and Schwartzenburgh: the emperor Henry the Sev­
enth procured for his son the crown of Bohemia, and his grandson 
Charles the Fourth was born among a people strange and barbar­
ous in the estimation of the Germans themselves.16O After th6 
excommunication of Lewis of Bavaria, he received the gift or 
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promise of the vacant empire from the Roman pontiffs, who, in 
the exile and captivity of A vignon, affected the dominiun of the 
earth. The death of his compe;itors united the electoral college, 
and Charles was unanimously saluted king of the Rumans, and 
future emperor; a title which, in the same age, was prostituted to 
thA Cresars of Germany and Greece. The German emperor was no 
more than the elective and impotent magistrate of an aristocracy 
of princes, who had not left him a vil1age that }le might call his 
own. His best prerogative was the right of presiding and propos­
ing in the national senate, which- was convened at his summons; 
and his native kingdom of Bohemia, less opulent than the adja­
cent city of Nuremberg, ·was the firmest seat of his power and the 
richest source of his revenue. The army with which he passed 
the Alps consisted of three hundred horse. In the cathedral of 
St. Ambrose, Charles was crowned with the iron crown, which 
tradition ascribed to the Lombard monarchy; but he was admit­
ted only with a peaceful train; the gates of the city were shut 
upon him; and the king of Italy was held a captive by the arms 
of the Visconti, whom he confirmed in the sovereignty of Milan. 
In the Vatican he was again crowned with the golden crown of the 
empire; but, in obedience to a secret treaty, the Roman emperor 
immediately withdrew without reposing a single night within the 
walls of Rome. The eloquent Petrarch,151 whose fancy revived 
the visionary glories of the Capitol, deplores and upbraids the 
ignominious flight of the Bohemian j and even his contemporaries 
cf)Uld observe, that the sole exercise of his authority was in the 
lucrative sale of privileges and titles. The gold of Italy secured 
the election of his son; but such was the shameful poverty of the 
Roman emperor, that his person was arrested by a butcher in the 
streets of Worms, and was detained in the public inn, as a pledge 
or hostage for the payment of his expenses. 

From this humiliating scene let us turn to the apparent majesty 
of the same Charles in the diets of the empire. The golden bull, 
which fixes the Germanic constitution, is promulgated in the style 
of 11. sovereign and legislator. A hundred princes bowed before 
his throne, and exalted their own dignity by the voluntary honors 
which they yielded to their chief or minister. At the royal ban­
quet, tHe hereditary great officers, the seven electors, who in rank 
and title were equal to kings, performed their solemn and domes­
tic service of the palace. The seals of the triple kingdom were 
borne in state by the archbishops of Mentz, Cologne, and Treves, 
the perpetual arch-chancellors of Germany, Italy, and ArIes. The 
great marshal, on horseback, exercised his function with a silver 
measure of oats, which he emptied on the ground, and irumcdi· 
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ately dismounted to regulate the order of the guests. The great 
steward, the count palatine of the Rhine, placed the dishes on the 
table. The great chamberlain, the margrave of Brandenburgh, 
pre5ented, after the repast, the golden ewer and basin, to wash. 
The king of Bohemia, as great cup-bearer, was represented by the 
emperor's brother, the duke of Luxemburgh and Brabant; and 
the procession was closed by the great huntsmen, who introduced 
\ boar and a stag, with a loud chorus of horns and hounds.l~~ Nor 
was the supremacy of the emperor confined to Germany alone: 
the hereditary monarchs of Europe confessed the pre-eminence of 
his rank and dignity: he was the first of the Christian princes, 
the temporal head of the great republic of the West: m to his 
person the title of majesty was long appropriated; and he dis­
puted with the pope the sublime prerogative of creating kings 
and assembling councils. The oracle of the civil law, the learned 
Bartolus, was a pensioner of Charles tbe Fourth; and his school 
resounded with the doctrine, that the Roman emperor was the 
rightful sovereign of the earth, from the rising to the setting sun. 
The contrary opinion was condemned, not as an error, but as a 
heresy, since even the Gospel had pronounced, " And there went 
forth a decree from CoosaI' Augustus, that all the w()'J'Zd should be 
taxed. " lU . 

If we annihilate the interval of time and space between Augus­
tus and Charles, strong and striking will be the contrast between 
the two Coosars; the Bohemian, who concealed his weakness under 
the mask of ostentation, and the Roman, who disguised his 
strength under the semblance of modesty. At the head of his 
victorious legions, in his reign over the sea and land, from the 
Nile and Euphrates to the Atlantic Ocean, Augustus professed him­
self the servant of the state and the equal of his fellow-citizens. 
The conqueror of Rome and her provinces assumed the popular 
and legal form of a censor" a consul, and a tribune. His will was 
the law of mankind, but in the declaration of his laws he bor­
rowed the voice of the senate and people; and from their decrees 
their master accepted and renewed his temporarY commission to 
administer the republic.' In his dress, his domestics,166 his titles, 
in aU the offices of social life, Augustus maintained the character 
of a private Roman; and his most artful flatterers respected thtl 
aecrClt of his absolute and perpetual monarchy. 
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CHAPTER L. 

DESCRIPTION OF ARABIA AND ITS INHABITANTS.-BIRTH, CHAR­
ACTER, AND DOCTRINE OF MAHOMET.-HE PREACHES AT !IECCA. 
-FLIES TO MEDINA.-PROPAGATES HIS RELIGION BY THE 
SWORD.-YOLUNTARY OR RELUCTANT SUBl\IISSION OF THE 
ARABS.-HIS DEATH AND SUCCESSORS.-THE CLAIMS AND FOR~ 
TUNES OF ALI AND RIS DESCENDANTS. 

AFTER pursuing above six hundred years the fleeting Cmsars of 
Constantinople and Germany, I now descend, in the reign of 
Heraclius, on the eastern borders oJ the Greek monarchy. While 
the state was exhausted by the Persian war, and the church was 
distracted by the Nestorian and l\Ionophysite sects, l\Iahomet, 
with the sword in one hand and the Koran in the other, erected 
his throne on the ruins of Christianity and of Rome. The genius 
of the Arabian prophet, the manners of his nation, and the spirit 
of his religion, involve the causes of the decline .and fall of the 
Eastern empire; and our eyes are curiously intent on one of the 
most memorable revolutions, which have impressed a new and 
lasting character on the nations of the globe. 1 

, 

In the vacant space between Per~ia, Syria, Egypt, and .LEthio­
pia, that Arabian peninsula 2 may be conceived as a triangle of 
spacious but irregular dimensions. From the northern point of 
Beles 3 on the Euphrates, a line of fifteen hundred miles is ter­
mmated by the Straits of Babelmandel and the land of frankin~ 
cense. About balf this length may be allowed for the middle 
breadth, from east to west, from Bassora to Suez, from the Per­
sian Gulf to the Red Sea.· The sides of the triangle are gradually 
enlarged, and the southern basis presents a front of a thousand 
miles to the Indian Ocean. The entire surface of the peninSUla 
exceeds in a foudold proportion that of Germany or France; but 
the far greater part has been justly stigmatized with the epithets 
of the 8tonyand the 8andy. -Even the wilds of Tartary are decked 
by the hand of nature, with lofty trees and luxuriant herbage; 
&nd the lonesome traveller derives a sort of comfort and society 
from the presence of vegetable life. But in the dreary waste of 
Arabia, a boundless level of sand is intersected by sharp and 
naked mountains; and the face of the desert, without shade or 
shelter, is scorched by the direct and intense rays of a tropical 
sun. Instead of refreshing breezes, the winds, particularly from 
the south-west, diffuse a noxious and even deadly vapor; the hil. 
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locks of sand which they alternately raise and scatter, are com­
pared to the billows of the ocean, and whole caravans, whole 
armies, have been lost and buried in the whirlwind. The com­
mon benefits of water are an object of desire and contest; and 
such is the scarcity of wood, that some art is requisite to preserve 
and propagate the element of fire. Arabia is destitute of naviga, 
ble rivers, which fert.ilize t.he soil, and convey its produce to the 
adjacent regions : the torrents that fall from the hills are imbibed 
by the thirsty earth: the rare and hardy plants, the tamarind or 
the acacia, that strike their roots into the clefts of the rocks, are 
nourished by the dews of the night: a scanty supply of rain is 
collected in cisterns and aqueducts: the wells and spring~ are the 
secret treasure of the desert; and the pilgrim of ~fecca, I> after 
many a dry and sultry march, is disgusted by the taste of the wa­
ters which have rolled over a bed of sulphur or salt. Such is the 
general and genuine picture of the climate of Arabia. The expe­
rience of evil enhances the value of any local or partial enjoy­
ments. A shady grove, a green pasture, a stream of fresh water, 
arc sufficient to attract a colony of sedentary Arabs to the fortu­
nate spots which ce.n afford food and refreshment to themselves 
and their cattle, and which encourage their industry in the culti­
vation of the palm-tree and the vine. The high lands that border 
on the Indian Ocean are distinguished by their superior plenty of 
wood and water; the air is more temperate, the fruits are more 
delicious, the animals and the human race more numerous: the 
fertility of the soil invites and rewards the toil of the husband­
man; and the peculiar gifts of frankincense 6 and coffee have at­
tracted in different ages the merchants of the world. If it be 
compared with the rest of the peninsula, this sequestered region 
may truly deserve the appellation of the happy,. and the splendid 
coloring of fancy and fiction bas been suggested by contrast, and 
countenanced by distance. It was for this earthly paradise that 
Nature llad reserved her choicest favors and her most curious 
workmanship: the incompatible blessings of lUXUry and inno­
cence were ascribed to the natives: the soil was impregnated with 
gold 1 and gems, and both the land and sea was taught to exhale 
the odors of aromatic sweets. This division of the sandy, the 
fJtony, and the happy, so familiar to the Greeks and Latins, is un­
known to the Arabians themselves; and it is singular enough 
that a country, whose language and inhabitants have ever been 
the same, should scarcely retain a vestige of its ancient geogra~ 
phy. The maritime districts of Bahrein and Oman are opposite 
to the realm of Persia. The kingdom of Yemen displays the lim­
its, or at least the situation, of Arabia Felix: the name of Neged is 
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extended over the :nlllnd space; and the birth of Mahomet has 
iliustraied the pro ,inee of lIejaz along the coast of the Red Sea. 8 

The measure of popub.tion ~ regulated by the means of sub· 
sistenee; and the inhabitants of this vast peninsula might be out. 
numbered by the subjects of a fertile and industrious province. 
Along the shores. of the Persian Gulf, of the ocean, and even of 
the Red Sea, the Icthyophagi, II or fish-eaters, continued to wander 
in quest of their precarious food. In this primitive and abject 
state, which ill d~serves the name of society, the human brute, 
without arts or laws, almost without sense or language, is poorly 
distinguished fr;)m the rest of the animal creation. Generations 
and ages might roll away in silent oblivion, and the helpless sav­
age was restrained from multiplying his race by the wants and 
pursuits which confined his existence to the narrow margin of the 
sea-coast. But in an early period of antiquity the great body of 
the Ara~s had emerged from this scene of misery; and as the 
naked wilderness could not maintain a people of hunters, they 
rose at once to the more secure and plentiful condition of the pas­
toral life. The same life is uniformly pursued by the rovi.ng 
tribes of the desert; and in the portrait of the modern Bedoweens 
we may trace the features of their ancestors,IO who, in the age of 
lIoses or Mahomet, dwelt under similar tents, and conducted 
their horses and camels and sheep to the same springs and the 
same pastures. Our toil is lessened, and our wealth is increased, 
by our dominion over the useful animals; and the Arabian shep­
herd had acquired the absolute possession of a faithful friend and 
a laborious slave.:& Arabia, in the opinion of the naturalist, is 
the genuine and Oliginal country of the horse~· the climate most 
propitious, not indeed to the size, but to the spirit and swiftness, 
of that generous animal. The merit of the Barb, the Spanish, 
and the English breed, is derived from a mixture of Arabian 
blood: 12 the Bedowcens preserve, with superstitious care, the 
honors and the memory of the purest race : the males are sold at 
a high price, but the females are seldom alienated; and the birth 
of a noble foal was esteemed, among the tribes, as a subject of 
joy and mutual congratulation. These horses are educated in the 
tents, among the children of the Arabs, with a tender familiarity, 
which trains them in the habits of gentleness and attachment. 
They are accustomed only to walk and to gallop: their sensations 
are not blunted by the incessant abuse of the spm: and the whip: 
their powers are rCRerved for the momcnts of flight and pursuit: 
but no sooner do they feel the touch of the hand or the stirrup 
than they dart away with the swiftncss of the wind""; and if their 
friend he dismounted in the rapid career, they instantly stop till 
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he 11as recovered his seat. In the sands of Africa and Arabia the 
camel is a sacred and precious gift. That strong and patient 
beast of burden can perform, without eating" or drinkipg, a jour­
ney of several days; and a reservoir of fresh water is preserved in 
a large bag, a fifth stomach of the animal, whose body is im­
printed with the marks of servitude: the larger breed is capable 
of transporting a weight of a thousand pounds; and the drome­
dary, of a ~ighter and more active frame, outstrips the fleetest 
courser in the race. Alive or dead, almost every part of the 
camel is serviceable to man: her milk is plentiful and nutritious: 
the young and tender flesh has the taste of veal: 13 a valuable 
salt is extrated from the urine: the dung supplies the deficiency 
of fuel; and the long hair, which falls each year and is renewed, 
is coarsely manufactured into the garments, the furniture, and 
the tents of the Bedoweens. In the rainy seasons they consume 
the rare and insufficient herbage of the desert: during the heats 
of summer and the scarcity of winter they remove their encamp.J 
ments to the sea-coast, the hills of Yemen, or the neighborhood 
of the Euphrates, and have often extorted tlIe dangerous license 
of v.isiting tlIe banks of the Nile, and the villages of Syria and 
Palestine. The life of a wandering Arab is a life of danger and 
distress; and though sometimes, by rapine or exchange, he may 
appropriate the fruits of industry, a private citizen in Europe is 
in the possession' of more solid and pleasing lUXury than the 
proudes~ emir, who marches in the field at the head of ten thou­
sand horse. 

Yet an essential Q.ifference may be found between the hordes of 
Scythia and the Arabian tribes; since many of the latter were col­

, lccted into towns, and employed in the labors of trade and agri­
culture. A part of their time and industry was still devoted to 
the management of their cattle : they mingled, in peace and war, 
""ith their brethren of tIle desert; Rnd the Bedoweens derived 
from their useful intercourse some supply of their wants, and 
some rudiments of art and knowledge. Among the forty-two 
cities of Arabia, H enumerated by Abulfeda, the most ancient and 
populous were situate in the happy Yemen: the towers of Saana, 1& 

and the marvellous reservoir of l\Ierab, 16 were constructed by the 
kings of the Homerites ; but tlleir profane lustre was eclipsed by 
the prophetic glories of MEDINA 17 and l\'IECCA,18 near the Red Sea, 
and at the distance. from each other of two hundred and seventy 
miles. The last of these holy places was known to the Greeks 
andet' the name of lIacoraba; and the termination of the word is 
expressive of its greatness, which has not, indeed,' in the most 
flourishing period, exceeded the size and populousness of Mar:­
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seilles, Some latent motive, perhaps of superstition, must havt' 
impelled the founders, in the choice of a most unpromising situa' 
tion, They erected their habitations of mud or stone, in a plain 
about two miles long and one mile broad, at the foot of three 
barren mountains; the soil is a rock: the water even of the holr 
well of Zemzem is bitter or brackish; the pastures are remote 
from the city; and grapes are transported above seventy miles 
from the gardens of Tayef. The fame and spirit of the Koreish· 
ites, who reigned in Mecca, were conspicuous among the Arabian 
tribes; but their ungrateful soil refused the Jabors of agriculture, 
and their position was favorable to the enterprises of trade. By 
the seaport of Gedda, at the distance only of forty miles, they 
maintaine~ an easy correspondence with Abyssinia; and that 
Christian kingdom afforded the first refuge to the disciples of 
Mahomet. The treasures of Africa were conveyed over the Penin­
sula to Gerrha or Katif, in the province of Bahrein, a city built, 
as it is said, of rock.salt, by the Chaldrean exiles; 19 and from 
thence, with the native pearls of the Persian Gulf, they were 
floated on rafts to the mouth of the Euphrates. Mecca is placed 
almost at an equal'distance, a month's journey, between Yemen 
on the right, and Syria on the left hand. The former was the 
winter, the latter the summer, station of her carava.ns; and their 
seasonable arrival relieved the ships of India from the tedious and 
troublesome navigation of the Red Sea.. In the markets of Saana 
and 1flcrab, in the harbors of Oman and Aden, the camels of the 
Koreishites were laden with a precious cargo of aromatics; a sup­
ply of COl'll and manufactures was purchased in the fairs of Bostra 
and Damascus j the lucrativ.e exchange'diffused plenty and riches 
in the streets of l\:Iecca ; and the noblest of her sons united the' 
!::.ve of arms with the profession of merchandise. 20 

The perpet1l;al independence of the Arabs has been the theme of 
praise among strangers and natives; and the arts of controversy 
transform this singular event into a prophecy and a miracle, in 
favor of the posterity of Ismael. 21 Some exceptions, that can 
neither be dismissed nor eluded, render this mode of reasoning as 
indiscreet as it is superfluous; the kingdom of Yemen has been 
successively subdued by the Abyssinians, the Persians, the sultans 
of Egypt, 2~ and the Turks ; ~3 the holy cities of Mecca and Me­
dina, have repeatedly bowed under a Scythian tyrant; and the 
Roman province of Arabia ~('" embmced the peculiar wilderness in 
which Ismael and his ~ons must have pitched their tents in the 
face of their brethren. Yet these exceptions are temporary or 
local; the body of the nation has escaped the yoke of the most 
powerful monarchies; the arms of Sesostris and Cyrus, of Pompey 
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and Trajan, could never achieve the conquest of Arabia; the pres­
~nt sovereign of the Turks 26 may exercise a shadow of jurisdic­
tion, but his pride is reduced to solicit the friendship of a people, 
whom it is dangerous to provoke, and fruitless to attack. The 
obvious causes of their freedom are inscribed on the character and 
country of the Arabs. :Many ages before Mahomet,26 their in­
trepid valor had been severely felt by their neighbors in offensive 
and defensive war. The patient and active virtues of a soldier 
are insensibly nursed in the habits and discipline of a pastoral 
life. The care of the sheep and camels is abandoned to the wom­
en of the tribe; but the martial youth, under the banner of the 
emir, is ever on horseback, and in the field, to practise the exer­
cise of the bow, the javelin, and the cimeter. The long memory 
of their independence is the firmest pledge of its perpetuity. and 
succeeding generations are animated to prove their descent, and 
to maintain their inheritance. Their domestic feuds are sus­
pended on the approach of a common enemy; and in their last 
hostilities against the Turks, the caravan of Mecca was attacked 
and pillaged by fourscore thousands of the confederates. When 
they advance to battIe, the hope of victory is in the front; in the 
rear, the assurance of a retreat. Their horses and camels, who, in 
eight or ten days, can perform a march of four or five hundrc'd 
miles, disappear before the conqueror; the secret waters of the 
desert elude his search; and his victorious troops are consumed 
with thirst, hunger, and fatigue, in the pursuit of an invisible 
foe, who scorns his efforts, and safely reposes in the heart of the 
burning solitude. The arms and deserts of the Bedoweens are 
not only the safeguards of their own freedom, but the barriers 
also of the happy Arabia, whose inhabitants, remote from war, 
are enervated by the luxury of the soil and climate. The legions of 
Augustus melted away in disease and lassitude; 27 and it is only 
by a naval power that the reduction of Y cmen has been success­
fully attempted. When Mahomet' erected his holy standard,2it 
tl1at kingdom was a province of the Persian empire; yet seven 
princes of the Homerites still reigned in the mountains; and the 
vicegerent of Chosroes was tempted to forget his distant country 
and his unfortunate master. The historians of the age of Justin­
ian represent the state of the independent Arabs, who were 
divided by interest or affection in the long quarrel of the East: 
the tribe of Gassan was allowed to encamp on the Syrian terri­
tory; the princes of Him were permitted to form a city about 
forty miles to the southward of the ruins of Babylon. Their ser­
vice in the field was speedy and vigorous; but their friendship 
was 'fen ai, their faith inconstant, their enmity capricious: it was 
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an eaSIer task to excite them to disarm t11ese roving barbarians; 
and, in the familiar intercourse of war, they learned to see, and to 
despise, the splendid weakness both of Rome and of Persia. 
From Mecca to the Euphrates, the Arabian tribes 2~, were con­
founded by the Greeks and Latins, under the general appellation 
of SARACENS,30 a name which every Christian mouth has beell 
taught to pronounce with terror and abhorrence. 

The slaves of domestic tyranny may vainly exult in their na­
tional independence : but the Arab is personally free; and he en­
joys, in some degree, the benefits of .society, without forfeiting 
the prerogatives of nature. In every tribe, superstition, or gratI­
tude, or fortune, has exalted a particular f:1mily above the heads 
of their equals. The dignities of sheik and emir invariably de­
scend in this chosen race; but the order of succession is loose and 
precarious; and the most worthy or aged of the noble kinsmen 
are preferred to the simple, though ilJlPortant, ·office of composing 
disputes by their advice, and guiding valor by their example. 
Even a female of sense and spirit hus been permitted to command 
the countrymen of Zenobia. 31 The momentary junction of several 
tribes produces an army: their more lasting union constitutes a 
nation; and the supreme chief, the emir of emirs, whose banner is 
displayed at their head, ID:l.y deserve, in the eyes of strangers, the 
honors of the kingly name. If the Arabian princes abuse their 
power, they are quickly lmnished by the desertion of their sub­
jects, who had been accustomed to a mild and parental jurisdic­
tion. Their spirit is free, their steps arc unconfined, the desert is 
open, and the tribes and families are held together by a mutual 
and voluntary compact. The softer natives of Yemen supported 
the pomp and majesty of a monarch; but if be could not leave 
his palace without endangering his lifon the active powers of 
government must have been devolved on his nobles and magis­
trates. The cities of Mecca and Medina present, in the heart of 
Asia, the form, or rather the substance, of a commonwealth. 
The grandfather of Mahomet, and his lineal ancestors, appear in 
foreign and domestic transactions as the princes of their coun­
try; but they reigned, like Pericles at Athens, or the Medici at 
Florence, by the opinion of their wisdom and integrity; their 
influence was divided with their patrimony; and the sceptre was 
transferred from the uncles of the prophet to a. younger branch 
of the tribe of Koreish. On-solemn occasions they convened the 
assembly of the people.; and, since mankind must be €lither com­
pelled or persuaded to obey, the use and reputation of oratory 
among the ancient Arabs is the clearest evidence of public free­
dom. 83 But their simple freedom was of a very different cast 
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from the nice and artificial macl1inery of the Greek and Roman 
republics, in which each member possessed an undivided share of 
the civil and political rights of the community. In the more 
simple state of the Arabs, the nation is free, because each of her 
sons disdains a base submission to the will of a master. His 
breast is fortified by the austere virtues of courage, patience, 
and sobriety; the love of independence prompts him to exercise, 
the habits of self-command; and the fear of dishonor guards 
him from the meaner apprehension of pain, of danger, and of 
death. The gravity and firmness of the mind is conspicuous in 
his outward demeanor; his speech is low, weighty, and concise; 
he is seldom provoked to laughter j his only gesture is that of 
6troking his beard, the venerable symbol of manhood; and the 
[leDSe of his own importance teaches him to accost his equals with­
out levity, and his superiors without awe. 34 The Jiberty of the 
Saracens survived their conquests: the first caliphs indulgccl the 
bold and familiar language of their suhjects ; they ascended the 
pulpit to persuade and edify the congregation; nor was it before 
the seat of empire was removed to the Tigris that the Ahbasides 
auopted the proud and pompous ceremonial of the Persian and 
Byzantine courts. 

In the study of nations and men we may observe the causes th:tt 
render them hostile or friendly to each other, that tend to narrow or 
..:lnlarge, to mollify or exasperate, the social character. The separa­
tion of the Arabs from the rest of mankind has accustomed them 
to confound the ideas of stranger and enemy; and the poverty of 
the land has introduced a maxim of juri.sprudence, which they be­
lieve and practise to the present hour. They pretend that, in 
the division of the earth, the rith and fertile climates were as­
signed to the other branches of the human family; and that the 
posterity of the outlaw Ismael might recover, by fraud or force, 
the portion of inheritance of which he had been unjustly de­
prived. According to the remark of Pliny, the Arabian tribes 
are equally addicted to theft and merchandise; the caravans that 
traverse the desert are ransomed or pUlaged; and tbeir neighbors, 
since the remote times of Job and Sesostris,36 have been the vic-. 
tims of their rapacious spirit. If a Bedoween discover3 from afar 
a solitary traveller, he rides furiously against- him, crying, with a 
lOUd "Voice, "Undress thY.3elf, thy aunt (my wife) is without a 
garment. " A ready suhmission entitles him to mercy; resistance 
will provoke the aggressor, and his own blood must expiate the 
blood which he presumes to shed in legitimate defence. A sin­
gle robber, or a few associates are branded with their genuine 
llame ; but the exploits of a numerous band assume the cbaracter 
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of lawful and honorable war. The temper of a people thus armed 
against mankind was doubly inflamed by the domestic licemlC of 
rapine, murder, and revenge. In the constitution of Europe. the 
right of peace and war is now confined to a""small, and the actuul 
exercise to a much smaller, list of respectable potentates; but 
each Arab, with impunity ~and renown, might point his javelin 
against the life of his countryman. The union of the nation con­
sisted only in a vague resemblance of language and manners; and 
in ooch community the jurisdiction of the magistrate was mute 
and impotent. Of the time of ignorance which preceded Ma­
homet, seventeen hundred battles36 are recorded by tradition: 

. hostility was im bittered with the rancor of ci vi! faction; and the 
recital, in prose or verse, of an obsolete feud, was sufficient to re­
kindle the same passions among the descendants of the hostile 
tribes. In private life every man, at 1east every family, was the 
judge and avenger of his own cause. 'rhe nice sensibility of 
honor, which weighs the insult rather than the injury, sheds its 
dead]y venom on the quarrels of the Arabs: the honor of their 

/women, and of their beards, is most easily wounded; .an inde­
.ccnt action, a contemptuous word, can be expiated only by the 
blood of the offender; and such is their patient inveteracy, that 
they expect whole months and years the opportunity of revenge. 
A fine or compensation for murder is familiar to the barbarians of 
every age: but in Arabia the kinsmen of the dead are at liberty 
to accept the atonement, or to exercise with their own hands the 
law of retaliation. The refined malice of the Arabs refuses even 
the he'ad of the murderer, substitutes an innocent for the guilty 
person, and transfers the penalty to the bast and most considera­
ble of the race by whom they have been injured. If he falls by 
their hands, they are exposed, in their turn, to the danger of re­
prisals, the interest and principal of the bloody debt are accumu­
lated: the individuals of either family lead a life of malice and 
suspicion, and fifty years may sometimes elapse before the ac­
count of vengeance be finally settled. 31 This sanguinary spirit, 
ignorant of pity' or forgiveness, has been moderated, however, 
by the maxims of honor, which require in every private encounter 
some decent equality of age and strength, of numbers and weap­
ons. An annual festival of two, perhaps of four, months, was 

'observed by the Arabs before the time of Mahomet, during which 
their swords were religiously sheathed both in foreign and do­
mestic hostility j and this partial truce is more strongly expres­
sive of the habits of anarchy and warfare. 38 . 

But the spirit of rapine and revenge was attempered by tho 
milder influence of trade and literature. Tbe solitary peninsula. 
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is encompassed by the most civilized nations of the ancient 
world; the merchant is the friend of mankind; and the annual 
caravans imported the first seeds of knowledge and politeness 
into the cities, and even the caml)s of the desert. Whatever may 
be the pedigree of the AI'abs, their language is derived frum the 
same original stock with the Hebrew, the Syriac, and the Cha1­
drean tongues: the independence of the tribes was mm ked by 
their peculiar dialects j 39 but each, after their own, allowed a 
just preference to the pure and perspicuous idiom of :Mecca. In 
Arabia, as weH as in Greece, the perfection of language out· 
stripped the refinement of mannera; and her speech could diver­
sify the fourscore names of honey, the two hundred of a serpent, 
the five hundred of a lion, the thousand of a sword, at a time 
when this copious dictionary was intrusted to the memory of an 
Hliterate people. The monuments of the Homerites Vlere in­
scribed with an obsolete and mysterious character; but the Cufic 
letters, the groundwork of the present alphabet, were invented 
on the banks of the Euphrates j and the recent invention was 
taught at :Mecca by a stranger who settled in that city after the 
birth of Mahomet. The arts of grammar, of metre, and of rheto­
ric, were unknown to the freeborn eloquence of the Arabians; but 
their penetration was sharp, their fancy luxuriant, their wit strong 
and sententious,40 and their more elaborate compositions were ad­
dressed with energy and effect to tllC minds of their hearers. 
The 'genius and merit of a rising poet was celebrated by the ap~ 
plause of his own and the kindred tribes. A solemn banquet was 
prepared, and a chorus of women, striking their tymbals, and 
disp1aying the pomp of their nuptials, sung in the presence of 
their sons and husbands the felicity of their native tribe; that a 
champion had now appeared to vindicate their rights; that a 
herald had raised his voice to immortalize their renown. The dis­
tant or hostile tribes resorted to an annual fair, which was abol­
ished by the fanaticism of the first Moslems; a nationa~ assembly 
that must have contributed to refine and harmonize the barbari­
ans. Thirty days were employed in the exchange, not only of 
Corn and wine, but of eloquence and poetry. The prize was dis­
puted by the generous emulation of the bards j the victorious per­
formance was deposited in the archives of princes and emirs j and 
We may read in our own language the seven original poems 
which were inscribed in letters of gold, and suspended in the 
temple of ':Mecca. 41 The Arabian poets were the }listorians and 
~oralists of the age; and if they sympatl1ized with the preju­
dIces, they inspired and crowned the virtues, of their country­
men. The indissoluble union of generosity and valor was tne 
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darling them" ,jf their song; and when they pointed their Kee:&­
est satire against a despicable race, they affirmed, in the bitter­
ness of reproach, that the men knew not how to give, nor the 
women to deny;H The same hospitality, which was practised by 
Abraham, and celebrated by Homer, is still renewed in the camps 
of the Arabs. 'rhe ferocious Bedoweens, the terror of the desert, 
embrace, without inquiry or hesitation, the stranger who dares to 
confide in their honor and to enter theIr tent. His treatment is 
kind and respectful: he shares the wealth, or the poverty, of his 
host; and, after a needful repose, he is dismissed on his way, with 
thanks, with blessings, and perhaps with gifts. The heart and 
hand are more largely expanded by the wants of a brother or a 
friend; but the heroic acts that could deserve the public ap­
plause must have surpassed the narrow measure of discretion and 
experience. A dispute had arisen who, among the cItizens of 
Mecca, was entitled to the prize of generosity; and a successive 
application was made to the three who were deemed most worthy 
of the trial. Abdallah, the son of Abbas, had undertaken a dis­
tant journey, and his foot was in the stirrup when he heard the voice 
of a suppliant, "0 son of the uncle of the apostle of God, I am a 
traveller, and in distress I" He i.nstantly dismounted to present 
the pilgrim with his camel, her rich caparison, and a purse of four 
thousand pieces of gold, excepting only the sword, either for its 
intrinsic value, or as the gift of an honored kinsman. The ser­
vant of Kais informed the second suppliant that his master was 
asleep: but he immediately added, " Here is a purse of seven 
thousand pieces of gold (it is all we have in the house), und 
here is an order that will entitle you to a camel and a s1ave i" 
the master, as soon as he awoke, praised and enfranchised his 
faithful steward, with a gentle reproof, that by respecting his 
slumbers he had stinted his bounty. The third of these heroes, 
the blind Arabah, at the hour of prayer, was supporting his steps 
on the shoulders of two slaves. " A1aE I" he replied," my 
coffers are empty I but these you may sell j if you .refuse, I r9~ 
nounce them." At the~e wOI'ds, pushing away the youths, he 
groped along the wall with his staff. The character of Hatem is 
the perfect model of Arabian virtue; U he was brave and liberal, an 
eloquent poet, and a successfu1 robber; forty camels were roasted 
at his hospitable feast; and at the prayer of a suppliant enemy 
he restored both the captives and the spoil. The freedrm of his 
countrymen disdained the laws of justice; they proudly \n.dulgcd 
the spontaneousjmpulse of pity and benevolence. . 

The religion of the Arabs,44 as well as of the Indians, consisted 
in the worship of the sun, the moon, and the fixed stars; a primi­
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tive and specious mode of superstition. The bright lumintries 
of the sky display the visible image of a Deity: their number 
and distance convey to a philosophic, or even a vulgar, eye, the 
idea of boundless space: the character of eternity is mmked on 
these solid globes, that seem incapable of corruption or decay: 
the regularity of their motions may be ascribed to a principle of 
rc..180n or instinct; and their real, or imaginary, influence encour­
ages the vain belief that the earth and its inhabitants are the ob­
ject of their peculiar care. The science of astronomy was culti­
vated at Babylon; but the school of the Arabs was a clear firma­
ment and a naked plain. In their nocturnal marches they 
steered by the guidance of the stars: their names, and order, and 
daily station, were familiar to tha curiosity and devotion of the 
Bedoween; and he was taught by experience to divide, in 
twenty-eight parts} the zodiac of the moon, and to bless the con­
stellations who refreshed, with salutary rains, the thirst of the 
desert. The reign of the heavenly orbs could not be extended be­
yond the visible sphere; and some metaphysical powers were 
necessary to sustain the transmigration of ~ouls and the resurrec­
tion of bodies: a camel was left to perish on the grave, that he 
might serve his master in another life; and the invocation of de­
parted spirits implies that they were still endowed with con­
sciousness and power. I am ignorant, and I am careless, of the 
blind mythology of the barbarians; of the local deities, of the 
stars, the air, and the earth, of their sex or titles, their attributes 
or subordination. Each tribe, each family, each independent 
warrior, created and changed the rites and the object of his fan­
tastic worship; but the nation, in every age, has bowed to the 
religion, as well as to the language, of l\Iecca. The genuine an­
tiquity of the CAABA ascends bpyond the Christian rem; in de­
scribing the coast of the Red Sea, the Greek historian Diodorus 4G 

has remarked, between the Thamudites and the Sabreans, a fa­
~ous temple, whose superior sanctity was revered by all the ,Ara­
bIans ; the linen or silken veil, which is annually renewed by the 
:rurkish emperor, was first offered by a pious king of the Homer­
Ites, who reigned seven hundred years before the time of :Ma­
homet. 46 A tent, or a cavern, might suffice for the worship of the 
8~vages, but an edifice of stone aHd clay has been erected in ita 
place; and the art and power of the monarchs of the East have 
b.een confined to the simplicity of the original model. 47 A spa­
CIOUS portico encloses the quadrangle of the Caaba; a square 
chapel, twenty-four cubits long. twenty-three broad, and twenty­
seven high: a door and a window admit the light; the double 
"''''of is supported by three pillars of wood; a spout (now of gold) 
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discharges the rain-water, and tae well Zemzen is protected by a 
dome from accidental pollution. The tribe of Koreish, by fraud 
and force, had acquired the custody of the Caaba ; the sacerdotal 
office devolved through four lineal descents to the grandfather of 
}Iahomet j and the family of the Hashemites, from whence he 
sprung, was the most respectablcl and sacred in the eyes of their 
country. 48 The precincts of }lecca enjoyed the rights of sanctu~ 
ary; and, in the last month of each year, the city and the temple 
were crowded with aJong train of pilgrims, who presented their 
vows and offerings in the house of God. The same rites which 
are now accomplished by the faithful :M:ussulman were invented 
and practised by the superstition of the idolaters. At an awful 
distance they cast away their garments: seven times, with hasty 
steps, they encircled the Caaha, and kissed the black stone: 
seven times they visited and adored the adjacent mountains: 
seven times they threw stones into the valley of }Iina j and the 
pilgrimage waS! achieved, as at the present hour, by a sacrifice of 
sheep and camels, and the burial of t!leir hair and nails in the 
consecrated ground. Each tribe either found or introduced in 
the Caaba their domestic worship: the temple was adorned, or 
defiled, with three hundred and sixty idols of men, eagles, lions, 
and antelopes; and most conspicuous was tbe statue of Hebal, of 
red agate, holding in his hand seven arrows, without heads or 
feathers, the instruments and symbols of profane divination. But 
this statue was a monument of Syrian arts: the devotion of the 
ruder ages was content with a pillar or a tablet; and the rocks 
of the desert were hewn into gods or altars, in imitation of the 
black stone 49 of Mecca, which is deeply tainted with the reproach 
of an idolatrous origin. From Japan to Peru, the use of sacrifice 
has universally prevailed; and the votary has expressed his grati­
tude, or fear, by destroying or consuming, in honor of the gods, 
the dearest and most precious of their gifts. The life of a man 50 

is the most precious oblation to deprecate a public calamity: 
tKe altars of Phrenicia and Egypt, of Rome and Carthage, have 
been polluted. with human gore: the cruel practice was long pre­
served among the Arabs; in the third century, a boy was annu· 
ally sacrificed by the tribe of the Dumatians ; 51 and a royal cap­
tive was piously slaughtered by the prince of the Saracens, the 
nIlyand soldier of the emperor Justinian. 5~ A parent who drags 
his son to the altar exhibits the most painful and sublime effort of 
fanaticism: the deed, or the intention, was sanctified by the ex­
ample of saints and heroes; and the father of Mahomet himself 
was devoted by a rash vow, and hardly ransomed for the equiva­
lent of a hundred camels. In the time of ignorance, the Arabs, 
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like the Jews anu Egyptians. abstained from the taste of svine's 
flesh; 63 they circumcised H their children at the age of puberty: 
the same customs, without the censure or the precept of the 
Koran" have been silently transmitted to their posterity and prose­
lytes. It has been sagaciously conjectured that the artful leg­
islator indulged the stubborn prejndices of his countrymen. It is 
more simple to believe that he adhered to the lw,bits and opin­
ions of his youth without foreseeing that a practice congenial to 
the climate of :Mecca might become useless or inconvenient on tho 
banks of the Danube or the Volga. 

Arabia was free: the adjacent kingdoms were slmken by the 
storms of conquest and tyranny, and the persecuted sects fled to 
the happy land where they might profess what they thought, and 
practise what they professed. The religions of the Sabians and 
J\Iagians, of the Jews and Christians, were disseminated from the 
Persian Gulf to the Red Sea. In a remote period of antiquity, 
Sabianism was diffused over Asia by the scien(~e of the Chal­
dmans 66 and the arms of the Assyrians. From the observations of 
two 'thousand years, the priests and astronomers of Babylon 66 de­
duced the eternal laws of nature and providence. 'I'heyadored 
the seven gods, or angel~, who directed the course of thp. seven 
planets, and shed their irresi&tible influence on the earth. The 
attributes of the seven planets, with the twelve signs of the zo­
diac, and the twenty-four constellations of the northern and 
southern hemisphere. were represented hy images and ta1ismans; 
the seven days of the week were dedicated to their respective 
deities; the Sabians prayed thrice each day; and the temple of 
the moon at Haran was the term of their pilgrimage. 61 But the 
flexible genius of their faith was always ready either to teach or 
to learn: in the tradition of the creation, tlle deluge, and the 
patriarchs, they held a singular agreement with their Jewish cap­
tives; they appealed to the secret books of Adam, Seth, and 
Enoch; and a slight infusion of the Gospel has transformed the 
last remnant of the Polytheists into the Christians of St. John, in 
the territory of Bassora. 63 The altars of Babylon were overturned 
by the IVIagians ; but the injuries of the Sabians were rennged 
by the sword of Alexander; Per~ia groaned above five hundred 
years under a foreign yoke; and the purest disciples of Zoroaster 
escaped from the ,contagion of idolatry, and breathed with their 
adversaries the freedom of the desert.69 Seven hundred years be­
fore the death of :Mahomet, the Jews were settled in Arabia; and 
a far greater multitude was expelled from the Holy Land in the 
wars of Titus and Hadrian. The industrious exiles aspired to 
liberty and power ~ they erected aoynaaogucs in the cities, and 

http:desert.69
http:Bassora.63


506 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

castles in the wilderness, and their Gentile converts were COl).. 

founded with the children of Israel, whom they resembled in the 
outward murk of circumcision. The Christian missionaries were 
still more active and successful: the Catholics asserted theit 
universal reign; the sects whom they oppressed, successively re­
tired beyond the limits of the Roman empire; the M:arcionites 
and Manichreans dispersed their fantastic opinions and apocryphal 
gospels; the churches of Yemen, and the princes of Hira and 
Gassan, were instructed in a purer creed by the Jacobite and Nes­

- torian bishops. 60 The liberty of choice was presented to the 
tribes: each Arah was fl~ee to elect or to compose his private re­
ligion : amI the rude superstition of his house was mingled with the 
sublime theology of saints and philosophers. A fundamental 
article of faith was /irrculcated by the consent of the learned 
strangers; the exhtence of one supreme God, who is exalted 
above the powers of heaven and earth, but who has often re­
vealed himself to mankind by the ministry of his angels and 'proph­
ets, and whose grace or justice has interrupted, by seasonable 
miracles, the order of nature. The most rational of the Arabs 
acknowledged his power, though they neglected his worship; 61 

and it was habit rather than conviction that still attached them 
to the relics of idolatry. The Jews and Christians were the people 
of the Book / the Bible was already translated into the Arabic lan­
guage,62 and the ,volume of the Old Testament was accepted by the 
concord of these implacable enemies. In the story of the Hebrew 
patriarchs, the Arabs were pleased to discover the fathers of their 
nation. They applauded the birth and promises of Ismael ; re­
vered the faith and virtue of Abraham; traced his pedigree and 
their own to ths..creation of the first man, and imbibed, with 
equal credulity, the prodigies of the holy text, and the dreams 
and traditions of the Jewish rabbis. 

The base and plebeian origin of 1tfahomet is an un skilful cal­
umny of the Christians,63 who exalt instead of degrading the merit 
of their adversary. His descent from Ismnel was a national priv­
ilege or fable ; but if the first steps of the pedigree 64 are dark and 
doubtful, he could produce many generations of pure and genuine 
nobility: he sprung from the tribe of Koreish and the family of 
Hashem, the most illustrious of the Arabs, the princes of Mecca, 
and the hereditary guardians of the Caaba. The grandfather of 
Mahomet was A.bdol ~fotal1eb, the son of Hashem, a wealthy and 
generous citizen, who relieved the distress of famine with the 
supplies of commerce. Mecca, which had been fed by the lib­
erality of the father, was saved by the courage of the son. The 
kingdom of Yemen wai subject _to the Christia~ l princes of Abys-­



OF THE RO!fAN EMPIRE. 507 

sinia ; their vassal Abrahah was provoked by an insu"Jt to avenge 
the honor of the cross j and the holy city was invested by a train 
of elephants and an annyof Africans. A treaty was proposed; 
and, in the first audience, the grandfatlwr of Mahomet demanded 
the restitution of his cattle. "And why," said Abrahah, "do 
you not rather implore my clemency in favor of your temple, 
which I have tlueatened to destroy~" " Because," replied the 
intrepid chief, "the cattle is my own j the Caaba belongs to the 
gods, and they will defend their house from injury and sacrilfge." 
The want of provisions, or the valor of the Koreish, compelled the 
Abyssinians to a disgraceful retreat; their discomfiture has been 
adorned with a miraculous flight of birds, who showered down 
stones on the heads of the infidels j and the deliverance was long 
commemorated by the rera of the elephant. 6~ The glory of Abdol 
Motalleb was crowned with domestic happiness j his life was pro­
longed to the age of one hundred and ten years; nnd he became 
the father of six daughters an~ thirteen sons. , His best beloved 
Abdallah was the most beautiful and modp,st of the Arabian 
youth i and in the first night, when he consummated his mar­
riage with Amina,* of the noble race of the Zahrites, two hun­
dred virgins are said to have expired of jealousy and despair. 
Mahomet, or more properly ]\fohammed, the only son of Abdal­
Jah and Amina, was born at Mecca, four years after the death of 
Justinian, and two months after the defeat of the Abyssinians,66 
Whose victory would have introduced into the Canba the religion 
of the Christians. In his early infancy, he was deprived of his 
father, his motIler, and his grandfather j his uncles were strong 
and numerous j and, ill the division of the inheritance, the or­
phan's share was reduced to five camels and an LEthiopian maid­
servant.. At home and abroad, in peace and war, Abu Taleb, the 
most respectable of his uncles, was the guide and guardian of his 
youth; in his twenty-fifth year, he entered into the service of 
Cadijah, a rich and noble widow of :Mecca, who soon rewarded his 
fidelity with the gift of her hand and fortune. The marriage 
contract, in the simple style of antiquity, recites the mutual love 
of :Mahomet and Cadijah; describes him as the- most accomplished 
of the tribe of Koreish j and stipulates a' dowry of twelve 
~unces of gold Bnd twenty camels, which was supplied by the 
hberalityof his uncle. 37 By this alliance, the son of Abdallah 
was restored to the station of his ancestors j and the judicious 
matron was content with his domestic virtues, till, in the fortieth 

• Amlna, or Emina, W&S ot Jewlih birth. V. Ham~(f, Gcschichte der ABBasI'L 
(I.10.-1tI. 
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year of his age,68 he assumed the title of a prophet, and pro· 
claimed the religion of the Koran. 

According to the tradition of his companions, Mahomet 611 was 
distinguished by the beauty of his person, an outward gift which 
is seldom despised, except by those to whom it has been refused. 
Before he spoke, the orator engaged on his side the affections of 
a public or private audience. They applauded his commanding 
presence, his majestic aspect, his piercing eye, his gracious smile, 
his flowing beard, his countenance that painted every sensation of 
the soul, and his gestures that enforced each expression of the 
tongue. In the familiar offices of life he scrupulously adhered to 
the grave and ceremonious politeness of his country: his respect­
fnl attention to the rich and powerful was dignified by his con­
descension and affability to the poorest citiz"ens of Mecca: the 
frankness of his manner concealed the artifice of his views j and 
the habit~ of courtesy were imputed to personal friendship or 
universal benevolence. His memory was capacious and reo 
tentive; his wit easy and social; his imagination sublime j his 
judgment clear, rapid, and decisive. He possessed the courage 
both of though"t and action j and, although his designs might 
gradually expand with his success, the first idea which he enter­
tained of his divine mission bears the stamp of an original and 
superior genius. The son of Abdallah was educa.ted in the bosom 
of the noblest race, in the use of the purest dialect of A.rabia ; 
and the fluency of his speech wa.s corrected and enhanced by the 
practice of discreet and seasonable silence. With these powers 
of eloquence, Mahomet was an illiterate barbarian: his youth had 
never been instructed in the arts of reading and writing j 70 the 
common ignorance exempt"ed him from shame or reproach, but 
he was reduced to a narrow circle of existence, and deprived of 
those faithful mirrors, which reflect to our mind the minds of sages 
and heroes. Yet the hook of nature and of man was open to his 
view j and some fancy has been indulged in the political nnd 
philosophical observations which are ascribed to the A.rabian 
traveller. 71 He compares the nations and the religions of the eftrth : 
discovers the weakness of the Persian and Roman monarchies: 
beholds, with pity and indignation, the degeneracy of the times; 
and resolves to unite under one God and one king the invinciblo 
spirit and primitive virtues of the Arabs. Our more aceurate ju­
quiry will suggest, that, instead of visiting the courts, the camFs, 
the temple!\ of the Eas~, the two journeys of Mahomet into Syrill 
were confined to the faIrS of Bostra and Damascus; that hc W tlS 

only thirteen years elf age when he accompanied the caravan of 
his uncle; and that his dutl compelled him to retum as soon. ai! 



OF THE RO}fAN E!fPIRE. 509 

he had disposed of the merchandise of Ca~ijah. In these hasty 
and superficial excursions, the eye of genius might discern some 
objects invisible to his grosser companions; some seeds of knowl­
edge might be cast upon a fruitful soil; but his ignorance of the 
Syriac language must have checked his euriosity j and I cannot 
perceive, in the life or writings of :Mabomet, that his prospect 
Was far extended beyond the limits of the Arabian world. From 
every region of that solitary world, the pilgrims of :Mecca were 
annually assembled, by the calls of devotion and commerce: in 
the free concourse of multitudes a simple citizen, in his native 
tongue, might study the political state and character of the tribes, 
the theory and practice of the Jews and Christians. Some useful 
strangers may be tempted, or forced, to implore the rights of hos­
'pitality j and the enemies of Mahomet have named the Jew, the 
Persian, ann. the Syrian monk,' whom they accuse of lending their 
secret aid to the composition of the Koran.7t Conversation en­
riches the understanding, but solitude is the school of genius; and 
1he uniformity of a work denotes the hand of a single artist. 
From his earliest youth :Mahomet was addicted to religious con­
templation ; each year during the month of Ramadan, he withdrew 
from the world, and from the arms of Cadijah : in the cave of 
Hera, three miles from Mecca,7l\ be consulted the spirit of fraud 
or enthusiasm, whose abode is not in the heavens, but in the mind 
of the prophet. The faith which, under the name of Islam, he 
preached to his family and nation, is compounded of an eternal 
truth, and a necessary fiction, THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD, 
AND THAT MAHQ}IET IS THE APOSTLE OF GOD. 

It is the boast of the Jewish apologists, that while the learned 
nations of antiquity were deluded by the fables of polytheism, 
their simple ancestors of Palestine preserved the knowledge and 
worship of the true God. The moral attributes of Jehovah may 
not easily be reconciled with the standard of human virtue: his 
metaphysical qualities are darkly expressed; but each page of the 
Pentateuch and the Prophets is an evidence of his power: the 
unity of Ilis name is inscribed on the first table of the law; and 
lIis sanctuary was never defiled by any visible image of the in­
visible essence. After the ruin of the temple, the faith of the 
Hebrew exiles was purified, fixed, and enlight.ened, by the spir~t­
ual devotion of the synagogue; and the authorIty of Mahomet wIll 
not justify his perpetual Ieproach, that the Jews of :Mecca or Me· 
dina adored Ezra as the son of God. H But the children of Israel 
had ceased to be a people; and the religions of the world were 
guilty, at least in the eyes of the prophet, of giving sons, Of 

daughters, or companions to the supreme God. In the rude tdc~ 
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ntry of tlw Arabs, the crime is manifest and audacious: the Sa­
bians are poorly excused by the pre-eminence of the first planet, or 
intelligence, in their celestial hierarchy; and in the Magian system 
the confliet of the two principles betrays the imperfection of the 
conqueror. The Christians of the seventh century had insensibly 
relapsed into a semblance of Paganism: their public and private 
vows were addressed to the relics and images that disgraced the 
temples of the East: the throne of the Almighty was darkened 
by a cloud of martyrs, and saints, and angels, the objects of pop­
ular veneration; and the Collyridian heretics, who flourished in 
the fruitful soil of Arabia, invested the Virgin Mary with the 
name and honors of a goddess. 70 The mysteries of the Trinity 
and Incarnatio!1 appear to contradict the principle of the divine 
unity. In their obvious sense, they introduce three equal deities, 
and transform the man J(JSllS into tlle substance of the Son of 
God :76 an orthodox commentary will satisfy only a believing 
mind : intemperatp. cmiosity and zeal had torn the veil of the 
sanctuary; and tlach of the Oriental sects was eager to confess 
that aU, except themselves, deserved the reproach of idolatry and 
polytheism. The creed of 1\-Iahomet is free from suspicion or aID­
higllity; and the Koran is a glorious testimony to the unity of 
God. The prophet of ~'[ccca rejected the worship of idols and 
men, of stars and planets, on the rational principle that whatever 
rises must set, that whatever is born must die, that whatever is 
corruptible must decay and peris7l. n In the Author of the uni­
verse, his rational enthusiasm confessed and adored an infinite 
and eternal being, without form or place, without issue or simili­
tude, present to our most secret thoughts, existing by the neces­
sity of his own nature, and deriving from himself all moral and 
intellectual perfection. These sublime truths, thus announced in 
the, language of the prophet, 78 are firmly held by his disciples, and 
defined with metaphysical precision by the interpreters of the 
Koran. A philosophic theist might subscribe the popular creed 
of the }fahometans ; 711 a creed too sublime, perhaps, for our pre&­
ent faculties. What object remains for the fancy, or even the 
understanding, when' we have abstracted from the unknown sub­
stance all ideas of time and space, of moti&n and matter, of sensa­
tion !lnd reflection 7 The first principle of reason and revelation 
was confirmed by the voice of }Iahomet: his proselytes, from 
India to }Iorocco, are distinguished by the name of Unitarians; 
and the danger of idolatry has been prevented by the interdic­
tion of irn.ages. The dLctrine of eternal decrees and absolute pre­
destination is strictly embraced by the Mahometans; and they 
struggle, with the common difficulties, how to recoD:cile the I>re­
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science of God with the freedom and responsibility of man j how 
to explain the permission of evil under the reign of infinite power 
and infinite goodness. 

The God of nature has written his existence on aU llis works, 
and his law in the heart of man. To restore the knowledge of 
the one, and the l)ractice of the other, has been the l'eal or pre­
tended aim of the prophets of every age: the liberality of }fahom­
et allowed to his vredecessors the same credit which he claimed 
for himself; and the chain of inspiration was prolonged from the 
fall of Adam to the promulgation of the Koran. 8o During that 
period. some rays of prophetic light had~ been imparted to one 
hundred and twenty-four thousand of the elect, discriminated by 
their respective measure of virtue and grace; three hundred and 
thirteen apostles were sent with a special commission to recall 
their country from idolatry and vice; one hundred and four vol­
umes have been dictated by the Holy Spirit; and six legislatdrs of 
transcendent brightness have announced to mankind the six suc­
cessive revelations of various rites, but of one immutable religion. 
The authority and station of Adam, Noah, Abraham, 1\loses, 
Christ, and }lahomet, rise in just gradation above each other; 
but whosoever hates or rejects anyone of the prophets is number­
ed with the infidels. The writings of the patriarchs were extant 
only in the apocryphal copies of the Greeks and Syrians: 81 tho 
conduct of Adam had not entitled him to the gratitude or re­
spect of llis children j the seven precepts of Noah were observed 
by an inferior and imperfect class uf the proselytes of the syna­
gogue ; ~2 and the memory of Abraham was obscurely revered by 
the Sabians in his native land of Chaldrea : of the myriads of proph­
ets, Moses and Christ alone lived and reigned; and the remnant 
of the inspired writings was comprised in the books of the Old 
and the New Testament. The miraculous story of }\loses is con­
secrated and embellished in the Koran j 83 and the captive Jews 
enjoy the secret revenge of imposing their own belief on the na­
tions whose recent creeds they deri4e. For the author of Ohris­
tianity, the 1\Iahometal1s are taught by the prophet to entcrtdn a 
high and mysterious reverence. 84 "Verily, Christ .Jesus, the son 
of }Iary, is the apostle of God, and his word, which he conveyed 
unto Mary, and a Spirit proceeding from him; honorable in this 
world, and in the world to come; and one of those who approach 
near to the 11fcsence of God. "8& The wonders o~ the genuine and 
apocryphal gospels 88 are profusely heaped on Ins head; and the 
Latin church has not disdained to borrow from the Koran the 
immaculate conception87 of his virgin mother. Yet Jesus was a 
mere mortal; and, at the day of judgment, his testimony will 
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serve to condemn both the Jews, who reject him as a propl1et, and 
the Christians, who adOl'e him as the Son of God. The malice 
of his enemies aspersed his reputation, and conspired against his 
life; but tIleir intention only was guilty; a phantom or a crimi­
nal was substituted on the cross; and the innocent saint was 
translated to the seventh heaven. 88 During six hundred years the 
gospel was the way of truth and salvntion ; but the Christians in­
sensIbly forgot both the laws and example of their founder; and 
Mahomet was instructed hy the Gnostics to accuse the church, as 
well as the synagogue, of corrupting the integrity of the sacred 
text. 89 The piety of Moses and of Christ rejoiced in the assurance 
of a future prophet, more illustrious than themselves: the evan­
gelic promise of the Pm'aclete, or Holy Ghost, was plefigured in 
the name, and accomplished in the person, of :Mahomet,OO the 
greatest and the last of the apostles of God. 

The communication of ideas requires a similitude of thought 
and language: the discourse of a philosopher would vibrate with­
out effect on the ear of a peasant; yet how minute is the distance 
of their understandings, if it be compared with the contact of an 
infinite and a finite mind, with the word of God expressed by the 
tongue or the pen of a mortal 1 The inspiration of the Hebrew 
prophets, of the apostles and evangelists of Christ, might not be 
incompatible with the exercise of their reason and memory j and 
the diversity of their genius is strongly marked in the style and 
composition of the books of the Old and New Testament. But 
Mahomet was content with a character, more humble, yet more 
sublime, of a simple editor; the substance of the Koran,91 accord­
.ing to himself or his disciples, is uncreated and eternal; subsist­
ing in the essence of the Deity, 3.nd inscribed with a pen of light 
on the table of hiseverlastillg decrees. A paper copy, in a vol­
ume of silk and gems: was brought down to the lowest heaven by 
the angel Gabriel, who, under the .Tewish economy, had indeed 
been despatched on the most important errands; and this trusty 
messenger successively revealed the chapters and verses to the 
Arabian prophet. Instead of a perpetual and perfect measure of 
the divine will, the fragments of the Koran were produced at the 
discretion of :Mahomet; each revelation is suited to the emergen­
cies of his policy or passion; and all contradiction is removed by 
the saving maxim, that any text of Scripture is abrogated or mod­
ified by any subsequent passage. The word of God, and of the 
apostle, was diligently rec~rded by his disciples on palm-leaves 
and the shoulder-bones of mutton; and the pages, without order 
or connection, were cast into a domestic chest, in the custody of 
one of his wives. Two years after the death of :Mahomet, the 
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laered volume 'was collected and published by his friend and sue­
cessOi' Abubeke~: the work was revised by the caliph Othman, in 
the thirtieth year of the Hegira; and the various editions of the 
Koran assert the same miraculous privilege of a uniform and in~ 
corruptible text. In the sphit of enthusiasm or vanity, the proph.. 
et rests the truth of his mission on the merit of his book; au· 
daciously chal1enges both men and angcls to imitate the beauties 
of a single page; and presumes to assert that God alone could 
dictate this incomparable performance. DII This argument is most 
powerfully addressed to a devout Arabian, whose mind is attuned 
to faith and rapture; whose ear is delighted by the music of 
llounds; and whose ignorance is incapable of comparing the pr~ 
ductions of human genius. us The harmony and copiousness o( 
style will not reach, in a version, the European infidel: he will 
peruse with impatience the endless incoherent rhapsody of fable, 
and precept, and declamation, which seldom excites a sentiment 
or an idea, which sometimes crawls in the dust, and is sometimes 
lost in the clouds. The divine attributes exalt the fancy of the 
Arabian missionary; but his loftiest strains must yield to the sub­
lime simplicity of the book of Job, 'composed in a remote age, in 
the same country, and in the same language. 94 If the composi­
tion of the Koran exceed the faculties of a man, to what superior 
intelligence should we ascribe the Iliad of Homer, or the Philip­
pics of Demosthenes? In all religions, the life of the founder 
supplies the silence of his written revelation: the sayings of Ma­
llOmet were so many lessons of truth; his actions so many exam­
ples of virtue; and the public and private memorials were pre­
served by his wives and companions. At the end of two hundred 
years, the Sonna, or oral law, was fixed and consecrated by the 
labors of Al Bochari, who discriminated seven thousand two hun­
dred and seventy-five genuine traditions, from a mliss of three 
hundred thousand reports, of a more doubtful or spurious charac­
ter. Each day the pious author prayed in the temple of :Mecca, 
and performed his ablutions with the water of Zemzem: the 
pages were successively deposited on the pulpit and the sepulchre 
of the apostle; and the work has been approved by the four 
orthodox sects of the Sonnites. V5 / 

The mission of the ancient prophets, of 1tloses and of Jesus, 
had been confirmed by many splendid prodigies j and Mahomet 
Was repeatedly urged, by the inhabitants of :Mecca and Medina, 
to produce a similar evidence of his divine legation; to call down 
from heaven the angel or the volume of his revelation, to create a 
garden in the desert. or to kindle a conflagration in the unbeliev­
Ing city. As often as he is pressed by the demands of the Kore­
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ish, he involves himself in the obscure boast of vision and proph. 
ecy, appeals to· the internal proofs of his doctrine, and shields 
himself behind the providence of Ood, who refuses those signs 
and wonders that would depreciate the merit of faith, and aggra­
vate the guilt of infidelity. But the modest or angry tone of his 
apologies betrays his weakness and vexation; and these passages 
of scandal established, beyond suspicion, the integrity of the 
Koran.96 The votaries of :Mahomet are more assured than him­
self of his miraculous gifts; and their confidence and credulity 
increase as they are farther removed from the time and place of 
his spiritual exploits. They believe or affirm that trees went 
forth to meet him; that he was saluted by stones; that water 
gushed from his fingers; that he fed the hungry, cured the sick, 
and raised the dead; that a beam groaned to him; that a camel 
complained to him; that a shoulder of mutton informed him of 
its being poisoned i and that both animate and inanimate nature 
were equally subject to the apostle of God. 97 His dream of a 
nocturnal journey is seriously described as a real and cOl'porcal 
transaction. A mysterious animal, the Borak, conveyed him from 
the temple of :l\Iecca to that of Jerusalem: with his companion 
Gabriel he successively ascended the seven heavens, and received 
and ]'epaid the salutations of the patriarchs, the prophets, and 
the angels, in their respective mansions. Beyond the seventh 
heaven, Mahomet alone was permitted to proceed j he passed the 
veil of unity, approached within two bow-shots of the throne, and 
felt a cold that pierced him to the heart, when his shoulder was 
tpuched by the hand of God. After this familiar, though-impor­
tant conversation, he again descended to Jerusalem, remounted 
the BOl'8k, returned to Mecca, and performed in the tenth part of 
a night the journey of many thousand years. 98 According to an­
other legend, the apostle confounded in a national assembly the 
malicious chal1enge of the Koreish. His resistless word split asun­
der the orb of the moon; the obedient planet stooped flOm her 
station in the sky, accomplished the seven revolutions round the 
Caaba, saluted :Mahomet in the Arabian tongue,' and, suddenly 
contracting her dimensions, entered at the collar, and issued forth 
through the sleeve,' of his shirt. 99 The vulgar are amused with 
these marvellous tales; but the gravest of the Mussulman doctors 
imitate the modesty of their master, and -,indulge a latitude of 
faith or intel·pretation. !OO They might speciously allege, that in 

_	preaching the religion it was needless to violate the harmony of 
nature; that a creed unclouded with mystery may be excused 
from miracles; and that the sword of Mahomet was not less 
potent than the rod of Moses. 

http:Koran.96


515 OF THE ROlfAN E}{PIRE. 

The polY,theist is oppressed and distracted by the variety of 
superstition: a thousand rites of Egyptian origin were interwoven 
with the eSSE'nce of the Mosaic law; and the spirit of the gospel 
had evaporated in the pageantry of the church. The prophet of 
:Mecca was tempted by prejudice, or policy, or patriotism, to 
sanctify the rites of the Arabians, and the ~ustom of visi,ting the 
holy stone of the Caaba. . But the precepts of :Mahomet himself 
inculcate a more simple and rational piety: prayer, fasting, 
and alms, are the religious duties of a Mussulman ; and he is en­
couraged to hope, that prayer will carry him half way to God, 
fasting will bring him to the door of his palace, and alms will 
gain him admittance. 101 I. According to the tradition of the noc­
turnal journey, the apostle, in his personal conference with the 
Deity, was commanded to impose on his dijciples the daily obli­
gation of fifty prayers. By the advice of ]'Ioses, he applied for an 
alleviation of this intolerable burden; the number was gradually 
reduced to five; without any dispensation of business or pleasure, 
or time or place: the devotion of the faithful is repeated at day­
break, at noon, in the afternoon, in the evening, and at the first 
watch of the night; and in the present decay of religious fervor, 
our travellers arc edified by the profound humility and attention 
of the Turks and Persians. Cleanliness is the key of prayer: the 
frequent lustration of the hands, the face, and the body, which 
was practised of old by the Arabs, is solemnly enjoined by the 
Koran; and a permission is formally granted to supply with sand 
the scarcity of water. The words and attitudes of supplication, 
as it is performed either sitting, or standing, or prostrate on the 
ground, are prescribed by custom or authority; but the prayer is 
poured forth in short and fervent ejaculations; the measure of 
zeal is not exhausted by a -tedious liturgy i and each !{ussulman 
for his own person is invested with the character of a priest. 
Among the theists, who reject the use of images, it has been 
found necessary to restrain the wanderings of the fancy, by direct­
ing the eye and the thought towards..a kebla, or visible point of 
the horizon. The prophet was at first inclined to gratify the J eW8 
by the choice of Jerusalem ; but he soon returned to a more natu­
ral partiality; and five times every §ay the eyes of the nations at 
Astracan, at Fez, at Delhi, are devoutly turned to the holy tem7 
pIe of !fecca. Yet every spot for the service of God is equally 
pure: the l\Iahometans indifferently pray in their chamber or in 
the street. As a distinction from the Jews and Christians, the 
Friday in each week is set apart for the useful institution of pub­
lic worship: the people is assembled in the mosch; and the 
imam, some respectable elder, ascends the pulpit, to begin thCl 
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prayer and pronounce the sermon. But the Mahometan religion 
is destitute of priesthood or sacrifice; and the independent spirit 
of fanaticism looks down with contempt on the ministers and the 
slaves of superstition.* II. The voluntary 102 penance of the 
ascetics, the torment and glory of their lives, was odious to a 
prophet who censured in his companions a rash vow of abstaining 
from flesh, and women, and sleep; and firmly declared, that he 
would suffer no monks in his religion. lOS Yet he instituted, in 
each year, a fast of thirty days;. and strenuously recommended 
the observance as a discipline which purifies the soul and subdues 
the body, as a salutary exercise of obedience to the will of God 
and his apostle. During the month of Ramadan, from the rising 
to the setting of the sun, the Mussulman abstains from eating, and 
drinking, and womel:t and baths, and perfumes; from all nour­
ishment that can reS'rore his strength, from all pleasure that can 
gratify his senses. In the revolution of the lunar year, the Rama­
dan coincides, by turns, with the winter cold and the summer 
heat; and the patient martyr, without assuaging his thirst with a 
drop of water, must expect the close of a tedious and sultry day. 
The interdiction of wine, peculiar to some orders of priests or her­
mits, is converted by :Mahomet alone into a positive and general 
law ; lO~ and a considerable portion of the globe has abjured, at 
his command, the use of that salutary, though dangerous, liquor. 
These painful restraints are, doubtless, infringed by the libertine, 
and eluded by the .hypocrite j but the legislator, by whom they are 
enacted, cannot surely be accused of alluring his prosleytes by the 
indulgence- of their sensual appetites. III. The charity of the 1\la­
hometans descends to the animal creation; and the Koran re­
peatedly inculcates, not as a merit, but as a strict and indispensa­
ble duty, the relief of the indigent and unfortunate. Mahomet, 
perhaps, is the only lawgivCl' who bas defined the precise measure 
of charity: the standard may vary with the degree and nature of 
property, as it consists either in money, in corn or cattle, in fruits 
or merchandise; but the Mussulman does not accomplish the law, 
unless he bestows a tenth of his revenue; and if his conscience 

* Such is Mahometanlsm beyond tJte precincts of the Holy City. But :M:ahomcl. 
retained, and the Koran sanctions lSale's Koran, c. 5, in InU. c. 22, vol. ii. p 171, 
172) the sacrifice of sheep aud camels (probably according to the old Arabian rites) 
at Mecca; and the pilgrims complete their ceremonial with sacrifices, sometimes llM 
numerous and costfy as those of King Solomon. Compare note, vol. iv. c. xxiii. p. 
96, and Forster's Mahometanism Unveiled, vol. i. p. 420. This author quotes the 
questionab1e authority of Benjamin of Tudela, for the sacrifice of a camel by the 
caliph at B08ra ; but 8acrifice undonbtedly forms no part of the ordinary Mahome­
tan ritual; nor will the sanctity of the caliph, as tbe eartbly representative of the 
~lf.hett bear any close analogy to the priesthood of the Mosaic or Gentile religions. 
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accuses him of fraud or extortion, tIle tenth, under the idea of 
restitution, is enlarged to aflfth.!Of> Benevolence is the foundation 
of justice, since we are forbid to injure those whom we are bound 
to assist. A prophet may reveal the secrets of heaven and of 
futurity j but in his moral precepts he can only repeat the lessons 
of our own hearts. 

The two articles of belief, and the four practical duties, of 
Islam, are guarded by rewards and punishments j and the faith of 
the Mussulman is devoutly fixed on the event of the judgment and 
the last day. The prophet has not presumed to determine the 
moment of that awful catastrophe, though he darkly announces 
the signs, both in heaven and earth, which will precede the uni­
versal dissolution, when life shall be destroyed, and the order of 
creation shall be confounded in the primitive chaos. At the blast 
of the trumpet, new worlds will start into being: angels, genii, 
and men will arise from the dead, and the human soul will again 
be united to the body. The doctrine of the resurrection was first 
entertained by the Egyptians j 106 and their mummies were em­
balmed, their pyramids were constructed, to preserve the ancient 
mansion of the soul, during a period of three thousand years. 
But the attempt is partial and unavailing j and it is with a more 
philosophic spirit that :Mahomet relies on the omnipotence of the 
Creator, whose word can reanimate the breathless clay, and col­
lect the innumerable atoms, that no longer retain their form or 
substance. 107 The intermediate state of the soul it is hard to de­
cide; and those who most firmly believe her immaterial nature, 
are at a loss to understand how she can think or act without the 
agency of the organs of sense. 

The reunion of the soul and body will be followed by the final 
judgment of mankind j and in his copy of the l\Iagian picture, the 
prophet has too faithfully represented the forms of proceeding, 
and even the slow and successive operations, of an earthly tribu­
nal. By his intolerant adversaries he is upbraided for extending, 
even to themselves, the hope of salvation, for asserting the black_ 
est heresy, that every man who believes in God, and accom­
plishes good works, may expect in the last day a favorable sen­
tence. Such rational indifference is ill adapted to the character 
of a fanatic; nor is it probable that a messenger from heaven 
should depreciate the value and necessity of his own revelation. 
In the idiom of the Koran 108 the belief of God is inseparable from 
that of l\Iahomet : the good works are those which he has en· 
jOined, and the two qualifications imply the profession of Islam, 
to which all nations and all sects are equally invited. Their spir­
itual blindness, though excused by ignorance and crowned with 
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virtue, will be scourged with everlasting torments; and the tears 
which Mahomet shed over the tomb of his mother, for whom he 
was forbidden to pray, display a striking contrast of humanity 
and enthusiasm. 109 The doom of the infidels is common : the 
measure of their guilt and punishment is determined by· the de~ 
gree of evidence which they have rejected, oy the magnitude of 
the errors which they have entertained: the eternal mansions of 
the Christians, the Jews, the Sabians, the Magians, and idolaters, 
are sunk below each other in the abyss; and the lowest hell is re­
served for the faithless hypocrites who have assumed the mask of 
religion. After the greater part of mankind has been condemned 
for their opinions, the true-believers only will be judged by their 
actions. The good and evil of each llussulman will be accurately 
weighed in a real or allegorical balance; and a singular mode of 
'compensation will be allowed for the payment of injuries: tho 
aggressor will refund an equivalent of his own good actions, for 
the benefit of the person whom he has wronged; and If he ~bou]d 
be destitute of any moral property, the weight of his sins will be 
loaded with an adequate share of the demerits of the sufferer. 
According as the shares ~f guilt or virtue shall preponderate, the 
sentence will be pronounced, and all, without distinction, will 
pass over the sharp and p'lrilous bridge of the abyss j but the in~ 
Docent, treading in the footsteps of Mahomet, will gloriously 
enter the gates of paradise, while the guilty will fall into the first 
and mildest of the seven hells. The term of expiation will vary 
from nine hundred to seven thousand years ; but the prophet has 
judiciously promised, that all his disciples, whatever may be their 
sins, shall be saved, by their own faith and his intercession, from 
eternal damnation. . It is not surprising that superstition should 
act most powerfully on the fears of her votaries, since the human 
fancy can paint with more energy the misery than the bliss of a 
future life. With the two simple elements of darkness and fire, 
we create a sensation of pain, which may be aggravated to an in­
finite degree by the idea of endless duration. But the same idea 
operates with an opposite effect on the continuity of pleasure; 
and too much of our present enjoyments is obtained from the re­
lief, 'or the comparison, of evil. It is natural enough that an Am.· 
bian prophet should dwell with rapture on the groves, the foun­
tains, and the rivers of paradise; but instead of inspiring the 
blessed inhabitants with a liberal taste for harmony and science, 
conversation and friendship, he idly celebrates the pearls and dia­
monds, the robes of silk, palaces of marble, dishes of gold, rich 
wines, artificial dainties, numerous attendants, and the whole train 
of sensual and costly luxury, which becomes insipid to the owner, 
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even in the short period of this mortal life. Seventy-two Houris, 
or black-eyed girls, of resplendent beauty, blo<;>ming youth, virgin 
purity, and exquisite sensibIlity, wiil be created for the use of 
the meanest believer; a moment of pleasure will be prolonged to 
a thousand years, and his faculties will be increased a hundred­
fold; to render him worthy of his felicity. Notwithstanding a 
vulgar prejudice, the gates of heaven will be open to both sexes; 
but Mahomet has not specified the male companions of the female 
elect, lest he should either alarm the jealousy of their fOJmer hus­
bands, or disturb their felicity, by the suspicion of an.everlasting 
marriage. 'j'his image of a carnal paradise has provoked the indig­
nation, perhaps the envy, of the monks: they declaim against the 
impure religion of Mahomet; and his modest apologists are 
driven to the poor excuse of figures and allegories. But the 
sonnder and more consistent party adhere, with()ut shame, to the 
literal interpretation of the Koran: useless would be the resurrec~ 
tion of the body, unless it were restored to the possession and ex­
ercise of its worthiest faculties; and the union of sensual and in­
tellectual enjoyment is requisite to complete the happiness of the 
double animal, the perfect man. Yet the joys of the M:ahometan 
paradise will not be confined to the indulgence of luxury and ap­
petite; and the prophet has expressly declared that all meaner 
happiness will be forgotten and despised by the saints and mar­
tyrs, who shall be admitted to the beatitude of the divine vision. no 

The first and most arduous conquests of :Mahomet 111 were those 
of his wife, his servant, his pupil, and his friend; m since he 
presented himself as a prophet to those who were most conversant 
with his infirmities as a man. Yet Cadijah believed the words, 
and cherished the glory, of her husband; the obsequious and 
affectionate Zeid was tempted by the prospect of freedom; the 
illustrious Ali, the son of Abu TaMb, embraced the sentiments of 
his cousin with the spirit of a youthful hero; and the wealth, the 
moderation, the veracity of Abubeker confirmed the r~ligion of 
the prophet whom he was destined to succeed. By Ins persua­
sion, ten of the most respectable citizens of. :Mecca were iIlt!o­
dueed to the private lessons of Islam; they YIelded to the VOIce 
of renson and enthusiasm; they repeated the fundamental creed, 
" There is but one god, an.d ~Iahomet is the apostle of God ;" 
and their faith even in this life, was rewarded with riches and 
honors, with the command of armies and the government of king­
doms. Three years were silently employed in the conversion of 
fourteen nroselytes the first-fruits of his mission; but in the 
fourth year he assu:ned the prophetic office, and resolving to im­
part to his family the light of divine truth, he prepared a ban.. 
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quet, a lamb, as it is said, and a bowl of milk, for the entertain.. 
ment of forty guests of the race of Hashem. " Friends and kins­
men," said Mahomet to the assembly, "I offer you, and I alone 
can offer, the most precious of gifts, the treasures of _this world 
and of the world to come. God has commanded me to call you 
to his service. Who among you will support my burden ~ Who 
among you will be my companion and my vizier?" ~13 No an­
swer was returned, till the silence of astonishment, and doubt, 
and contempt, was at length broken by the impatient courage .of 
Ali, a youth in the fourteenth year of his age. "0 prophet, I am 
the man: whosoever rises against thee I will dash out his teeth, 
tear out his eyes, l?reak his legs, rip up his belly. 0 prophet, I 
will be thy vizier over them." Mahomet accepted his offer with 
transport, and Abu Taled was ironically exhorted to respect the 
superior dignity of his son. In a more serious tone, the father of 
Ali advised his nephew to relinquish his impracticable design. 
" Spare your remonstrances," replied the intrepid fanatic to his 
uncle and benefactor; "if they should place the sun on my right 
hand, and the moon on my left, they should not divert me from 
my course. " He persevered ten years in the exercise of his mis­
sion; and the religion which has overspread the East and the 
West advanced with a slow and painful progress within the wal1s 
of Mecca. Yet Mahomet enjoyed the satisfaction of beholding 
the increase of his infant congregation of Unitarians, who revered 
him as a prophet, and to whom he seasonably dispensed the spirit­
ual nourishment of the Koran. The number of proselytes may be 
esteemed by the absence of eighty-three men and eighteen wom­
en, who retired to }Ethiopia in the seventh year of his mission; 
and his party was fortified by the timely conversion of his uncle 
Hamza, and of the fierce and inflexible Omar, who signaliz('>ti in 
the cause of Islam the same zeal which he had exerted for its de­
struction. Nor was the charity of Mahomet confined to the tribe 
of Koreish, or the precincts of :l\Iecca: on solemn festivals, in the 
days of pilgrimage, he frequented the Caaba, accosted the stran­
gers of every tribe, and urged, both in private converse and pub­
lic discourse, the belief and worship of a sole Deity. Conscious 
of his reason and of his weakness, be asserted the liberty of con­
science, and disclaimed the use of r~ligious violence: 114 but he 
called the Arabs to l·cpentance, and conjured them to remember 
the ancient idolaters of Ad and Thumud, whom the divine justico 
had swept away from the face of the earth. m 

The people of Mecca were hardened in ~heir unbelief by super­
stition and envy. The elders of the city, the uncles of the 
prophet, affected to despise the presumption of an orphan, the ro" 
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former of his country: the pious orations of Mahomet· in the 
Caaba were answered by the clamors of Abu Talcb. " Citizens 
and pilgrims, listen not to the tempter, hearken not- to 11m im­
pious novelties. Stand fast in the worship of Al Lata and Al 
U zzah. " Yet the son of Abdallah was ever dear to the aged 
chief: and he protected the fame and person of his nephew 
against the assaults of the Korf'ishites, who had long been jealous 
of the pre-eminence of the family of Hashem. Theil' malice was 
colored with the pretence of religion: in the age of Job, the 
crime of impiety was pnnished by the Arabian magistrate; l!G and 
Mahomet was guilty of deserting and denying the national deities. 
But so loose was the policy of Mecca, that the leaders of the Kore­
ish, instead of accusing a criminal, were compelled to employ 
the measures of persuasion or violence. They repeatedly ad­
dressed Abu Taleb in the styla of }"eproach and menace. " Thy 
nephew reviles our religion; he accuses our wise forefathers of 
ignorance and folly; silence him quickly, lest he kindle tumult 
and discord in the city. If he persevere, we shall draw our 
swords against him and his adherents, and thou wilt be responsi­
ble for the blood of thy felfow-citizens." The weight and moder­
ation of Abu Taleb eluded the violence of religious fuction ; the 
most helpless or timid of tIle disciples retired to )Ethiopia, and 
the prophet withdrew himself to various places of strength in the 
town a~d country. As he was still supported by his family, the 
rest of the tribe of Koreish engaged themselves to renounce all in­
tercourse with the children of Hashem, neither to buy nor sell, 
neither to marry nor to give in marriage, but to pursue them with 
implacable enmity, till they should deliver the person of l\fahomet 
to the justice of the gods. The decree was suspended in the 
Caaba before the eyes of the nation; the messengers of the Kore-­
ish pursued thc Mussulman exiles in the heart of Africa: they 
besieged the prophet and his most faithful followers, intercepted 
their water, and inflamed their mutual animosity by the retali~ 
tion of injuries and insults. A doubtful truce restored the ap­
pearances of concord till the death of Abu Taleb abandoned lIa­
hornet to the power of his enemies, at the moment when he was 
deprived of his domestic comfort! by the loss of his faithful and 
generous Cadijah. Abu Sophian, the chief of the branch of Om­
miyah, succeeded to the principality of the republic of Mecca. A 
zealous votary of the idol~, a mortal foe of the line of Hashem, ho 
convened an assembly of the Korcishites and their allies, to de­
cide the fate of the apostle. His imprisonment might provoke 
the despair of his enthusiasm; and the exile of an eloquent nurl 
popular fanatic would diffuse the mischief through the pl'Ovinc('s 



522 THE DECLINE ,AND FALL 

of Arabia. His death was resolved j and they agreed that a 
sword from each tribe should be buried in his hear:t, to divide the 
guilt of his blood, and baffle the vengeance of the Hashemites. 
An angel or a spy revealed their conspiracy j and flight was the 
only resource of Mahomet.ll1 At the dead of night, accompanied 
by his friend Abubeker, he silently escaped from his house: the 
assassins watched at the door, but they were deceived by the fig­
ure of Ali, who reposed on the bed, and was covered with the 
green vestment of the apostle. rrhe Koreish respected the piety 
of the heroic youth; but some verses of Ali, which are still ex­
tant, exhibit an interesting picture of his anxiety, llis tenderness, 
and his religious confidence. Three days :Mahomet and his com­
panion were concealed in the cave of Thor, at the distance of a 
league from :l\Iecca; and in the close of each evening, they re­
ceived from the son and daughter of Abubeker a secret supply of 
intelligence and food. The diligence of the Roreish explored 
every haunt in the neighborhood of the city: they arrived at the 
entrance of the cavern; but the providential. deceit of a spider's 
web and a pigeon's nest is supposed to convince them that the 
place was solitary and inviolate. "We are only two," said the 
trembling Abubeker. - ., There is a third," replied the prophet j 

" it is God himself. " No sooner was the pursuit abated than the 
two fugitives issued from the rock, and mounted their camels: on 
the road to Medina, they were overtaken hy the emissaries of the 
Koreish ; they redeemed themselves with prayers and promises 
from their hands. In this eventful moment, the lance of an Arab 
might have changed the history of the world. The flight of the 
propl1et from Mecca to Medina has fixed the memorable rem of the 
Hegira,1I8 which, at the end of twelve centuries, still discriminates 
the lunar years of the Mahometan nations.1lII 

The religion of the Koran might have perished in its cradle, had 
not Medina embraced with faith and reverence the holy outcasts 
of l\Iecca. Medina, or the city, known under the name of Yath­
reb, before it was sanctified by the throne of the prophet, was 
divided between the tribes of the Charegites and the Awsites, 
whose hereditary feud was rekindled by the slightest provoca~ 
tions: two colonies of Jews, who boasted a sacerdotal race, were 
their humble allies, and without converting the Arabs, they intro­
duced the taste of science and religion, which distinguished Me­
dina as the city of the Book. Some of her noblest citizens, in a 
pilgrimage to the Caaba, were converted by the preaching of Ma~ 
homet; on their return, they diffused the belief of God and his 
prophet, and the new alliance was ratified by their deputies in 
two secret and nocturnal interviews on a hill in the subur'ls of 
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Mecca. In the first, ten Charegites and two A wsites united in 
faith and love, protested, in the name of their wives, their chil­
dren, and their absent brethren, that they would forever profess 
the creed, and observe the precepts, of the Koran. The second 
was a political association, the first vital spark of the empire of 
the Saracens.•~o Seventy-three men and two women of Medina 
held a solemn conference with :Mahomet, his kinsman, and his 
disciples; and pledged themselves to each other by a mutual oath 
of fidelity. They promised; in the name of the city, that if he 
should be banished, they would receive him as a confederate, 
obey him as a leader, and defend him to the last extremity, like 
their wives and children. H-But if you are recalled by your coun­
try," they asked with a flattering anxiety, " will you not abandon 
your new allies~" ., All things," replied Mahomet with a smile, 
" are now common between us; your blood is as my blood, your 
ruin as my ruin. We are bound to each other by the ties of 
honor and interest. I am your friend, and the enemy of your 
foes. " "But if we are killed in your service, what," exclaimed 
the deputies of :Mcdina, "will" be our reward~" " PARADISE," 
replied the prophet. "Stretch forth thy hand." He stretched 
it forth, and they reiterated the oath of allegiance and fidelity. 
Their treaty was ratified by the people, who unanimously em­
braced the profession of Islam j they rejoiced in the exile of the 
apostle, but they trembled for his safety, and impatiently ex­
pected his arrival. After a perilous and rapid journey along the 
sea-coast, he halted at Roba, two miles from the city, and made 
his public entry into Medina, sixteen days after his flight from 
Mecca. Five hundred of the citizens advanced to meet him; he 
Was hailed with acclamations of loyalty and devotion; Mahomet 
was mounted on a she-camel, an umbrella shaded his head, and a 
turban was unfurled before him to supply the deficiency of a stand~ 
ard. His bravest disciples, who had been' scattered by the 
storm, assembled round his person; Rnd the equal, though vari­
ous, merit of the :Moslems was distinguished by the names of 
Mohagerians and Amars, the fugitives of Mecca, and the auxilia­
ries of :l\Iedina. To eradicate the seeds of jealousy, :Mahomet 
judiciously coupled his principal followers with the rights and 
obligations of brethren; and when Ali found himself without a 
peer, the prophet tenderly declared, that he woul? be th€ compan­
IOn and brother of the noble youth. The expedIent was ClOwned 
with success j the holy fraternity was respected in peace and war, 
and the two parties "vied with each other in a generous emulation 
of courage and fidelity. Once only the concord was. slightly 
rUffied by an accidental Quarrel: a patriot of l\iedina arraigned 
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the insolence of the strangers, but the hint of their expulsion WitS 

heard with abhorrence.; and his own son most eagerly offered to 
lay at the apostle's feet the head of his father. 

From his establishment at Medina, Mahomet assumed the exer~ 
cise of the regal and sacerdotal office; and it was impious to ap­
peal from a judge whose decrees were inspired by the divine wis­
dom. A small portion of ground, the patrimony of two orphans, 
was acquired by gift or purchase; 121 on that chosen spot he built 
a house and a mosch, more venerable in their rude simplicity than 
the palaces and temples of the Assyrian caliphs. His seal of 
gold, or silver, was inscribed with the apostolic title; when he 
prayed and preached in the weekly assembly, he leaned against 
the trunk of a palm-tree j and it was long before he indulged 
himself in the use of a chair or pulpit of rough timber.122 After 
a reign of six years, fifteen hundred Moslems, in firms and in the 
field, renewed their oath of allegiance; and their" chief repeated 
the assurance of protection till the death of the last member, or 
the final dissolution of the party. It was in the same camp that 
the deputy of Mecca was astonished by the attention of the faith­
ful to the words and looks of the prophet, by the eagerness with 
which they collected his spittle, a hair that dropped on the 
ground, the refuse water of his lustrations, as if they participated 
in some degree ~f the prophetic virtue. "I have seen," said he, 
" the Chosroe8 of Persia and the Cresar of Rome, but never did I 
behold a king among his subjects like }Iahomet among his com­
panions." The devout fervor of enthusiasm acts with 'more 
energy and truth than the cold and formal servility of courts. 

In the state of nature, every man has a right to defend, by force 
of arms, his person and his possessions, to repel, or even to pre­
vent, the violence of his enemies, and to extend his hostili­
ties to a reasonable measure of satisfaction and retaliation. In 
the free society of the Arabs, the duties of subject and citizen im· 
posed a feeble restraint; and Mahomet, in the exercise of a peace· 
ful and benevolent mission, had been despoiled and banished by 
the injustice of his countrymen. The choice of an independent 
people had exalted the fugitive of Mecca to the rank of a sover­
eign; and he was invested with the just prerogative of forming 
alJiances, and of waging offensive or defensive war. The imper· 
fection of human rights was supplied and armed by the plenitude 
of divine power: the prophet of Medina assumed, in his new rev~· 
lations, a fiercer and more sanguinary tone, which proves that hIS 

former moderation was the effect of weakness: m the means of 
nersuasion had been trieu, the season of forbearance was elapsed, 
and he was now commanded to propagate his -religion by the 
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sword, to destroy the monuments of idolatry, and, without regard­
ing the sanctity of days or months, to pursue the unbelieving na­
tions-of the earth. The same bloody precepts, so repeatedly in­
culcated in the Koran, are ,ascribed by the author to the Penta­
teuch and the Gospel. But the mild tenor of the evangelic style 
may explain an ambiguous text, that Jesus did not bring peace on 
the earth, but a sword : his patient ~nd humble virtues should 
not be confounded with the intolerant zeal of princes and bishops, 
who have disgraced the name of his disciples. In the prosecution 
of religious war, Mahomet might appeal with more propriety to 
the example of Moses, of the Judges, and the kings of Israel. 
The military laws of the Hebrews are still more rigid tllun those 
of the Arabian legislator. 1H The Lord of hosts marched in per­
son before the Jews: if a city resisted their summons, the males, 
without distinction, were put to the sword: the seven nations of 
Canaan were devoted to destruction; and neither repentance nor 
conversion could shield them from the inevitable doom, that no 
crcaturc",within their precincts should be left alive.* The fair 
option of friendship, or submission, or battle, was proposed to the 
enemies of Mahomet. If they professed tIle creed of Islam, they 
were admitted to all the temporal and spiritual benefits of his 
primitive disciples, and marched under the same banner to extend 
the religion which they had embraced. The clemency of the 
prophet was decided by his interest: yet he seldom trampled on 
a prostrate enemy; and he seems to promise that,. on the payment 
of a tribute, the least guilty of his unbelieving subjects might be 
indulged in their worship, or at least in their imperfect faith. In 
the first months of his reign he practised the lessons of holy war­
fare, and displayed his white banner before the gates of Medina: 
the martial apostle fought in person at nine battles or sieges; 12r. 

and fifty enterprises of war were achieved in ten years by himself 
or his lie.ants. The Arab continued to unite the professions 
of a merchant and a robber; and his petty excursions for the de­
fe'nee or the attack of a caravan insensibly prepared his troops for 
the conquest of Arabia. The distribution of the spoil was regu­
lated by a divine law: 126 the whole was faithfully collected in 
one common mass: a fifth of the gold and silver, the prisoners 
and cattle, the movables and immovables, was reserved by the 
prophet for pious and charitable uses; the remainder was shared 
in adequate portions by the soldiers who had obtained the victory 
or guarded the camp: the rewards of the slain devolved to theh­

* The editor's opinions on this subject may be read in the History of the Jews,
vol. 1. p. 187.-M•. 

http:legislator.1H
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wHows aml orp~1ans; and the increase of cavalry was encouraged 
hy tIle allotmcnt of a double share to the horse and to the man. 
!f'rom all sides the rovinJ Al'auli were allured to the standard of 
religion and plunder: the apostle sanctified the license of embrac­
ing the female captives as their wives or concubines, and the en­
joyment of wealth and beauty was a feebJe type of the joys of 
paradise prepared for the valiant martyrs of the faith. " The 
sword," says Mahomet, "is the key of heaven and of hell; a 
drop of blood shed in the cause of God, a night spent in arms, is 
of more avail than two months of fasting or prayer: whosoever 
falls in battle, his sins arc forgiven: at the day of judgment his 
wounds shall be resplendent as vermilion, and odoriferous as 
musk; and t.he loss of his limbs shall be supplied by the wings of 
angels and cherubim." The intrepid souls of the Arabs were 
fired with enthu..<>,iasm: the picture of the invisible world was 
strongly painted on their imagination; and the death which they 
had alwa:vs despised became an object of. hope and desire. The 
Koran inculcates, in the most absolute sense, the tenets of fate 

.and predestinatio'n, which would extinguish both industry and 
virtue, if the actions of man were governed by his spcculative be­
lief. Yet their influence in every age has exalted the courage of 
the Saracens and Turks. The first companions of Mahomet ad­
vanced to battle with a fearless confidence: there is no danger 
where there is no chance: they were ordained to perish in their 
beds; or they w.ere safe and invulnerable amidst the darts of tho 
enemy.127. 

Perhaps .the Koreish would have been content with the flight of 
Mahomet, had they not been provoked and alarmed by the ven­
geance of an enemy, who could intercept their Syrian trade as it 
passed and repassed through the territory of :Medina. Abu So~ 
phian himself, with only thirty or forty followers, c~ducted a 
wealthy caravan of a thousand camels; the fortune or.xterity of 
his march escaped the vigilance of :Mahomet; but the chief of 
the Koreish was informed that the holy robbers were placed in 
ambush to await his return. He despatched a messenger to his 
brethren of Mecca, and they were roused, by the fear of losing 
their merchandise and their provisions, unless they hastened to 
his relief with the military force of the city. The sacred band of 
:Mahomet was formed of three hundred and thirteen Moslems, ot 
whom seventy-seTen were fugitives, and the rest auxiliaries; they 
mounted by turns a train of seventy ca.nels (the camels of Yath· 
reb were formidable in war); but such-was the poverty of his first_ 
disciples that only two could appear on horseback in tho fieltl. 128 

In the fertile and famous -v~le of Peder,129 three stations from Me­
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dina, he was informed by his scouts of the caravan that ap­
proached on one side; of the Koreish, one hundred horse, eight 
hundred and fifty foot, who advanced on the other. After a 
short debate, he sacrificed the prospect of wealth to the pursuit of 
glory and revenge; and a slight intrenchment was formed, tc 
cover his troops, and a stream of fresh water, that glided through 
the valley. "0 God," he exclaimed, as the numbers of the Kore­
ish descended from the hills, "0 God, if these are destroyed, by 
whom wilt thou be worshipped on the earth ?-Courage, my chi 1­
:lren; close your ranks; discharge your arrows, and the day is 
your own. " At these words he placed himself, with Abnbeker, 
on a throne or pulpit,130 and instantly demanded the succor of 
Gabriel and three thousand angels. His eye was fixed on the 
field of battle: the Mussulmans fainted and were pressed: in that 
decisive moment the prophet started from his throne, mounted his 
horse, and cast a handful of sand into the air: " Let their faces be 
covered with confusion." Both armies heard the thunder of his 
voice :. their fancy beheld the angelic warriors: I3I the Korcish 
trembled and fled: seventy of the bravest were slain; and seventy 
()aptives adorned the first victory of the faithful. The dend 
bodies of the Koreish were despoiled and insulted: two of the 
most obnoxious prisoners were punished with death; and the ran­
som of the others, four thousand drams of silver compensated in 
some degree the escape of the cara"-an. But it wns in vain that 
the camels of 'i~bu Sophian explored a new road through the des­
ert and along the Euphrates: they were overtaken by the dili­
gence of the l\Iussulmans; and wealthy must have been the prize, 
if twenty thousand drams could be set apart for the fifth of the 
apostle. The resentment of the public and private loss stimulated 
Abu Sophian to collect a body of three thousand men, seven hun­
dred of whom were armed with cuirasses, and two hundred were 
mounted on horseback; three thousand camels attended his 
march; and his wife Henda, with fifteen matrons of }Iecca, inces­
santly sounded their timbrels to animate the troops, and to mag­
nify the greatness of Hobal, the most popular deity of the Caaba. 
The standard of God and :Mahomet was upheld by nine hundred 
nnd fifty believers: the disproportion of numbers was not more 
alarming than in the field of Beder; and their presumption of 
v.ictory prevailed against the divine and human sense o! the. apos· 
tIe. The second battle was fought on Mount Ohud, SIX mIles to 
the north of :Medina: 133 the Koreish advanced in the form of a 
crescent; and the riO'ht wing of cavalry was led by Caled, tl~e 
fiercest and most sucgessful of the Arabian warriors. The troops 
of Mahomet were skilfully posted on the declivity of the hill ; and 
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their rear was guarded by a detachment of fifty archers. The 
weight of their charge impelled and broke the centre of the idola­
ters: but in the pursuit they lost the advantage of their ground: 
the archers deserted their station : the Mussulmans were tempted 
by the spoil, disobeyed their general, and disordered their,ranks. 
The intrepid Caled, wheeling his cavalry on their flank and rear, 
exclaimed, with a loud voice, that Mahomet was slain. He was 
indeed wounded in the face with a javelin: two of his teeth were 
shattered with a stone; yet, in the midst of tumult and dismay, 
he reproached the infidels with the murder of a prophet; and 
blessed the friendly hand that stanched his blood, and conveyed 
him to a place of safet.y. - Seventy martyrs. died for the sins of the 
people: they fell, said the apostle, in pairs, each brother embrac­
ing his lifeless companion; 133 their bodies were mangled by the 
inhuman females of Mecca; and the wife of Abu Sophian tasted 
the entrails of Hamza, the uncle of 'Mahomet. They might ap­
plaud their superstition, and satiate their fury; but the l\'Iussul­
mans soon rallied in the field, and the Koreish wanted strength or 
courage to undertake the siege of l\'Iedina. It was attacked the 
ensuing year by an army of ten thousand enemies; and this third 
expedition is variously named from the nations, which marched 
under the banner of Abu Sophian, from the ditch which was 
drawn before the city, and a camp of three thousand Mussulmans. 
The prudence of Mahomet declined a general engagement: t.he 
valor of Ali was "Signalized in single combat; and the war was 
protracted twenty days, till the final separation Dt the confeder­
ates. A tempest of wind, rain, and hail overturned their tents: 
their private quarrels were fomented by an,insidious adv'ersary ; 
and the Koreish, deserted by their allies, no longer hoped to sub­
7ert tIle throne, or to check the conquests, of their invincible 
exile. 184 ­

The choice of Jerusalem for the first kebla of prayer discovers 
the early propensity of Mahomet in favor of the Jews; and happy 
would it have been for their temporal interest had they recog­
nized, in the Arabian prophet, the hope of Israel and the prom­
ised Messiah. Their obstinacy converted his friendship into im­
placable hatred, with which he pursued that unfortunate people 
to the last moment of his life; and, in the double character of an 
apostle and a conqueror, his persecution was extended to both 
worlds. ISo The Kainoka dwelt at Medina und~r the protection of 
the city; he seized the occasion of an accidental tumult, and sum­
moned them to embrace his religion, or contend with him in 
battle. " Alas I" replied the trembling Jews, "we are ignorant 
of tne use of arms, but we persevere in the faith and worship of 
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our fathers j why wilt thou reduce us to the necessity of a j 11st 
~efe!lce ?" ';I'he unequal conflict was terminated in fifteen days ; 
and It was wIth extreme reluctance that :Mahomet yielded to the 
importunity of his allies, and consented to spare the lives of the 
captives. But their riches were confiscated, their arms became 
more effectual in the hands of the l\Iussulmans ; and a wretched 
colony of seven hundred exiles was driven, with their wives and 
children, to implore a refuge on the confines of Syria. The Nad­
hirites were more guilty, since they conspired, in a friendly inter­
view, to assassinate the prophet. He besieged their castle: three 
miles from Medina j but their resolutp. defence obtained an honor­
able capitulation; and the garrison, sounding their trumpets and 
beating their drums, was permitted to depart with the honors of 
war. The Jews had excited and joined the war of the Koreish : 
no Sooner had the nations retired from the ditch than lIahomet, 
without laying aside his armor, marched on the same day to ex­
tirpate the hostile race of the children of Koraidha. After a 
resistance of twenty-five days, they flurrendered at discretion. 
They trusted to the intercession of their old allies of :Medina; 
they could not be ignorant that fanaticism obliterates the feelings 
of humanity. A venerable elder, to whose judgment they ap­
pealed, pronounced the sentence of their death: seven hundred 
';ews were dragged in chains to \the ruarket-place of the city; 
they descended alive into the grave prepared for their execution 
.and burial; and the apostle beheld with an 1nflexible eye the 
slaughter of his helpless enemies. Their sheep and camels were 
inherited by the Mussulmans: three hundred cuirasses, five hun­
dred pikes, a thousand lances, composed the most useful portion 
of the spoil. Six -days' journey to the north-east of Medina, the 
ancient and wealthy town of Chaihar, was the seat of the Jewish 
power in Arabia: the territory, a fertile spot in the desert, was 
cov~red with plantations and cattle: and protected by eight cas­
tles, some of which were esteemed of impregnable strength. The 
forces of Mahomet consisted of two hundred horse and fourteen 
hundred .foot: in the succession of eight regular and painful 
sieges they were exposed to danger and fatigue and hunger; 
and the most undaunted chiefs despaired of the event. The 
apostle revived their faith and courage by the example of Ali, on 
Whom he bestowed the surname of the Lion of God: perhaps w~ 
may believe that a Hebrew champion of gigantic stature was 
cloven to the chest by his irresistible cimeter; but we cannot 
praise the modesty of romance, which represents him as tearing 
from its hinges the gate of a fortress and ,wielding the ponderous 
buckler in his left hand. 138 After the reduction of the castles,­
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the town of Chaibar submitted to the yoke. The chief of the 
tribe was tortured, in the presence of Mahomet, to fOl'ce a confes­
sion of his hidden treasure: the industry of the shepherds and 
husbandmen was rewarded with a precarious toleration; they 
were permitted, so long as it should please the conqueror, to im­
prove their patrimony, in equal shares, for his emolument and 
their own. Under the reign of Omar, the Jews of Chaibar were 
transplanted to Syria; and the caliph alleged the injunction of 
his dying master, that one' and the true religion should be pro­
fessed in his native land of Arabia. 137 

Five times each day the eyes of l\lahomet were turned towards 
ltfecca,~38 and he was urged by the most sacred and powerful mo­
tives to revisit, as a conqueror, the city a.nd the temple from 
whence he had been driven as an exile. The Cuaba was present 
to his waking and sleeping fancy: an idle dream was translated 
into vision and prophecy j he unfurled the holy banner; and a 
rash promise of success t:Jo hastily dropped from the lips of the 
apostle. His march from :Medina to Mecca displayed the peaceful 
and solemn pomp of a pilgrimage: seventy camels, chosen and 
bedecked for sacrifice, l)receded the van; the sacred territory was 
respected; and the captives were dismissed without ransom to 
proclaim his clemency and devotion. But no sooner did .Mahomet 
descend into the plain, within flo day's journey of the city, than he 
exclaimed, "They have clothed themselves with the skins of 
tigers. " The numbers and resolution of the Koreish opposed his 
progre;;;s; and the roving Arabs of the desert might desert or be­
tray a leader whom they had followed for the hopes of spoil. 
The intrepid fanatic sunk into a cool al!d cautious politician: he 
wai ved in the treaty his title of apostle of God; concluded with 
the Koreish and their allies a truce of ten years j engaged to re­
store the fugitives of :Mecca who should embrace hi!:! religion j 
and stipulated only, for the ensuing year, the humble privilege of 
entering the city as a friend, and of remaining three days to ac­
complish the rites of the pilgrimage. A cloud of shame and sor­
row hung on the retreat of the }Iussulmans, and their disappoint~ 
ment might justly accuse the failure of a prophet who had s(\ 
often appealed to the evidence of success. The faith and hope of 
the pilgrims were rekindled by the prospect of Mecca: their 
swords were sheathed; * seven times in the footsteps of the apos­
tle they encompassed the Caaba: the Koreish had reHred to the 
hills, and Mahomet, after the customary sacrifice, evacuated the 

* This peaceful entrance into }'fecca took place, according to the treaty, the fOl­
lowing year. Weil, p. 2O-2.-M. 1845. 
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city on the fourth day. The people was edified by his devotion i 
the hostile chiefs were awed, or divided, or sed uced j and both 
Raled and Amrou, the future conquerors of Syria and Egypt, 
most seasonably deserted the sinking cause of idolatry. The 
power of lIahomet was increased by the submission of the Ara­
bian tribes j ten thousand soldiers were assembled for the con­
quest of Mecca; and the idolaters, the weaker party, were casHy 
convicted of viohiting the truce. Enthusiasm and discipline im­
pelled the march, and preserved the secret till the blaze of ten 
thousand fires proclaimed to the astonished Koreish the design, 
the approach, and the irresistible force of the enemy. The 
haughty Abu Sophian presented the keys of the city, admired the 
variety of arms and eusigns that passed before him in review; ob­
served that the son of Abdallah had acquired a mighty kingdom, 
and confessed, under the cimeter of 'Omar,-that he was the apos­
tle of the true God. The return of ~Iarius and Sey lla was stained 
with the blood of the Romans: t_he reveHge of Mahomet was stimu­
lated by religious zeal, and his injured followers were eager to 
execute or to pJ;.cvent the order of a massacre. Instead of indulg­
ing their rassions and his own,139 the victorious exile forgave the 
guilt, and unit"ed the factions of ]\iecca. His troops, in three 
divisions, marched into the city: eight-and-twentyof the inhab­
itants were -slain by the sword of Caled; eleyen men and six 
W~men were proscribed by the sentence of ~Iahomet j but he 
blamed the cruelty of his lieutenant; and several of the most ob­
noxious victims were indebted for their lives to his clemency or 
contempt. The chiefs of the Koreish were prostrate at his feet. 
"What mercy can you expect from the man whom you JIave 
Wronged ?" " 'Ve confide in the generosity of our kinsman. " " And 
you shall not confide in vain: begone! you are safe, you are free. " 
The people of Mecca deserved their vardon by thE' profession of 
Islam j and after an exile of seven years, the fugitive missionary 
Was enthroned as the prince and prophet of his native country. 140 

~ut the three hundred and sixty idols of the Caaba were ignomin­
lously broken: the house of God was pmified and adorned :- as an 
example to future times the apostle again fulfilled the duties of a 
pilgrim· and a perpet~al law was enacted that no unb~iever 
should dare to set his foot on the territory of the holy city. Ul 

The conquest of ]\Iecca determined the faith and obedience of 
the Arabian tribes; 1411 who, according to the vicissitudes of for­
tune, had obeyed, or disregarded, the eloquence or. tho arms of 
the prophet. Indifference for rites and opinions stIll marks the 
character of the Dedoweens· and they miO'ht accept, as loosely as 
they hold, the doctrine of the' Koran. Y~t an obstinate remnant 
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still adhered to the religion and liberty of their ancestors, and the 
war of Honain derived a proper appellation from the idols whom 
:Mahomet had vowed to destroy, and whom tho confederates of 
Tayef had sworn ,to defend. a3 Four thousand Pagans advanced 
with secrecy and speed to surprise the conqueror: they pitied and 
despised the supine negligence of the Koreish, hut they depended 
on the wishes, and perhaps the aid, of a people who had so lately 
renounced their gods, and bowed beneath the yoke of their ene­
my. The banners of :Medina and Mecca were displayed by tho 
prophet; a crowd of Bedoweens increased the strength or nulU­
bers of the army, and twelve thousand ~Iussulmans entertained a 
rash and sinful presumption of their invincible strength. They 
descended witllOut precaution into the valley of Honain: the 
heights had been occq.pied by the archers and slingers of the con­
federates; their numbers were oppressed, their discipline was 
confounded, their courage was appalled, and the Koreish smiled 
at their impending destruction. The prophet, on his white mule, 
was encompassed by the enemies: he attempted to rush against 
their spears in search of a glorious death: ten of his faithful 
companions interposed their weapons and their breasts; three of 
these fell dead at his feet: "0 my brethren,". he repeatedly 
cricd, with sorrow and indignation, " I am the son of Abdallah, I 
am the apostle. of truth lOman, stand fast in the faith I 
o God, send down thy succor I" His uncle Abbas, who, like 
the heroes of Homer, excelled in the loudness of his voice, made 
the valley resound with the recital of the gifts and promises of 
God: the flying Moslems returned from all sides to the holy stand­
ard; and Mahomet observed with pleasure that the furnace was 
again rekindled: his conduct and example restored the battle, 
and he animated his victorious troops to inflict a merciless revenge 
on the authors of their shame. From the field of Honain, he 
marched without delay to the siege of Tayef, sixty miles to the 
south-east of l\'Iecca, a fortress of strength, whose fertile lands 
produce the fruits of Syria in the midst of the Arabian desert. A 
friendly tribe, instructed (I know not how) in the art of sieges, sup­
plied him with a train of battering-ram$ and military engines, with 
a body of five hundred artificers. But it was in vain that he 
offered freedom to the s~aves of Tayef j that he violated his own 
laws by the extirpation of the fruit-trees; that the ground was 
opened by the miners; that the breach was assaulted by the 
troops. After a siege of twenty days, the prophet sounded a re~ 
treat j but he retreated with a song of devout triumph, and 
affected to pray for the repentance and safety of the unbelieving 
city. The spoil of this fortunate expedition amot'nted to sil 
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tllOusand captives, twenty-four thousand camels, forty thousand 
sheep, and four thousand ounces of silver: a tribe who had 
fought at Honain redeemed their prisoners by the sacrifice of their 
idols; but Mahomet compensated the loss, by resigning to the 
,oldiers his fifth of the plunder, and wished, for their sake, that 
he possessed as many head of cattle as there were trees in the 
pr?vince of Tehama. Instead of chastising the disaffection of the 
Koreish, he endeavored to cut out their tongues (his <;>wn expres­
sion), and to secure their attachment by a superior measure of 
liberality: Abu Sophian alone was presented with three hundred 
camels and twenty ounces of silver; and :l\1ecca was sincerely con~ 
verted to the profitable religion of the Koran. 

Tlie fugitives and auxiliar'ies complained that they who lw,d 
borne the burden were neglected in the seas'on of victory. 
" Alas I" replied their artful leader, "suffer me to conciliate 
these recent enemies, these douhtful proselytes, by the gift of 
some perishable goods. To your guard I intrust my life and for­
tunes. You are the companions of my exile, of my kingdom, of 
my paradise." He was followed by the deputies of Tayef, who 
dreaded the repetition of a siege. "Grant us, 0 al)ostle of God! 
a truce of three years, with the toleration of our ancient wor­
ship." "Not a month, not an hour." "Excuse us at least from 
the obligation of prayer." "Without prayer religion is of no 
avail." They submitted in silence: their temples were demol­
ished, and the same sentence of destruction was executed on all 
the idols of Arabia. His lieutenants, on the shores of the Red 
Sea, the Ocean, and the Gulf of PerEia, were saluted by the accla­
mations of a faithful people j and the ambassadors, whu knelt be­
fore the throne of :Medina, were as numerous (says the Arabian 
proverb) as the dates that fall from the maturity uf a palm-tree. 
The nation submitted to the God and the sceptre of :Mahomet: 
the opprobrious name of tribute w.as abolished: the spontaneous 
or reluctant oblations of arms and tithE!s were applied to the ser­
vice of religion; and one hundred and fourteen thousand l\Ios­
lems accompanied the last pilgrimage of the apostle. lH 

When Heraclius returned in triumph from the Persian war, he" 
entertained, at Emesa, one of the ambassadors of :Mahomet, who 
invited the princes and nations of the earth to the profession of 
Islam. On this foundation the zeal"..of the Arabians has supposed 
the secret conversion of the Christian emperor: the vanity of the 
Greeks has feigned a personal visit of the prince of Medina, who 
accepted from the royal bounty a rich domain, and a secnre ~e­
treat, in the province of Syria. as But the friendship of HeracliuB 
.nnd :llhhomet was of short continuance : th~ new religiGn had in­

http:apostle.lH
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flamed rather than assuaged the rapacious spirit of the Barn-cens ; 
and the murder of an envoy afforded a decent pretence for invad­
ing, with three thousand soldiers, the territory of Palestine, that 
extends to the eastward of the Jordan. The holy banner was in-' 
trusted to Zeid; and such was the discipline or enthusiasm of th~ 
rising sect that the noblest chiefs served without reluctance un­
der the slave of the prophet. On the event of his decease, Ja~far 
and Abdallah were successively substituted to the commaud; and 
if the three should perish in the war, the troops were authorized 
to elect their general. The three leaders were slain in the battle 
of Muta,146 the first military action, which tried the valor of the 
~Ios]ems against a foreign enemy. Zeid fell, like a soldier, in the 
foremost ranks: the death of Jaafar was heroic and memorahle : 
he lost his right hand: he shifted the standard to his left: the 
left was severed from his body: he .embraced the standard with 
his bleeding stumps, till he was transfixed to the ground with 
fifty honorable wounds.* "Advance, " cried Abdallah, who 
stepped into the vacant place, "advance with confidence: either 
victory or paradise is our own. " The lance of a Roman decided 
the alternative; but the falling standard was rescued by Caled, 
the proselyte of }Iecca : nine swords were broken iIi his hand j 
and-his valor withstood and repulsed the superior numbers of the 
Christians. In the nocturnal council of the camp -he was chosen 
to command: his skilful evolutions of the ensuing day secured 
either the victory or the retreat of the Saracens; and Caled is 
renowned among his brethren and his enemies by the glorious ap-­
pellation of the Sword of God. In the pulpit 'Mahomet de~ 
scribed, with prophet;:. rapture, the .crowns of the blessed mar~ 
tyrR; but in private tie betrayed the feelings of human nature-: 
he was surprised r.d he wept over the daughter of Zeid:: "What 
do I see?" said the astonished votary. " You see," replied the 
apostle, "a friend who is deploring the loss of his most faithful 
friend. " After the conquest of Mecca, the sovereign of Arabia 
affected to prevent the hostile preparations of Heraclius; and sol­
emnly proclaimed war against the Romans, without attempting ta 
disguise the hardships and dangers of the enterprise. lU The Mos­
lems were discouraged: they alleged the want of money, 01 

horses, or provisions j the season of harvest, and the intolerable 

* To console the afflicted relatives of his kinsman JaniIer, be (Mahomet) repre· 
sented that, in Paradise, in exchange for the arms which he had lost, he had been 
faenished with a pair of wings, resplendent with the blushing glorIeS of the ruby. 
and with \Vh ch he was become the inseparable companion of the archangel Gabriel 
in his volitations through the regions of eternal blitStl. lIence, in the Cllta]ogu(' or 
the martyrs, he has been denomillatt'd Jallifer teyaur, the winged Jauff~. Price, 
Chronological Retrospect of !lohammedan History, vol. i. p. 5.-~1. 
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heat of the summer: "Hell is much hotter," said the indignant 
prophet. He disdained to compel their service: but on his re­
turn he admonished the most guilty, by an excommunication of 
fifty days. Their desertion enhanced the merit of Auubeker, Oth­
man,- and the faithful companions who devoted their lives and 
fortunes; and Mahomet displayed his banner at the head of ten 
thousand horse and twenty thousand foot. Painful indeed was 
the distress of the march: lassitude and thirst were aggravated 
by the scorching and pestilential winds of the desert: ten men 
rode by turns on the same camel; and they were reduced to the 
sllumeful necessity of drinking the water from the belly of that 
useful animal. In the mid-way, ten days' journey from :Medina 
and Damascus, they reposed near the grove and fountain of 
Tabuc. Beyond that place :Mahomet declined the prosecution of 
the war: he deelared himself satisfied with the peaceful inten­
tions, he was more probably daunted by the martial array, of the 
emperor of the East. But the active and intrepid ealed spread 
around the terror of his name; and the prophet received the sub­
milSsion of the tribes and cities, from the Euphrates to Ailah, at 
the head of the Red Sea. To his Christian subjects, Mahomet 
readily granted the security of tlleir persons, the freedom of their 
trade, the property of their goods, and the toleration of their wor­
ship. 148 The weakness of their Arabian brethren had restrained 
them from opposing his ambition; the disciples of Jesus were 
endeared to the enemy of 'the Jews; and it was the interest of a 
conqueror to propose a fair capitulation to the most powerful re­
ligion of the earth. . 

Till the age of sixty-three years the strength of :Mahomet was 
equal to the temporal and spiritual fatigues of his mission. His 
epileptic tits, an absurd calumny of the Greeks, would be an 
object of pity rather than abhorrence; m but he seriously believed 
that he was poisoned at Chaibar by the revenge of a Jewish 
female. 160 During four years the health of the prophet declined; 
his infirmities increased; but his mortal disease w'\s a fever of 
fourteen days, which deprived him by intervals of the use of 
reason. As soon as he was conscious of his danger he edified his 
brethren by the humility of his virtue or penitence. "If there 
be any man," said the apostle from the pulpit, "whom I have 
unjustly scourged, I submit my own back to the lash of retaliation. 
Have I aspersed the reputation of a ~Iussulman ? let him proclaim 
my thoughts in the face of the congregation. Has anyone been 
despoiled of his goods? the little that I possess shall compensate 
the principal and the interest of the debt." 'Yes," replied a 
voice from the crowd, "I am entitled to three drams of silverY 
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Mahomet heard the complaint, satisfied the demand, and thanked 
his creditor for accusing him in this world rather than at the day 
of judgment. He beheld with temperate firmness the approach 
of death: enfranchised his slaves (seventeen men, as they nre 
named, and eleven women) ; minutely directed the order of his 
funeral, and moderated the lamentations of his weeping friends, 
on whom he bestowed the benediction of peace. Till the third 
day before his death, he regularly performed the function of public 
prayer: the choice of Al?ubeker to supply his place appeared to 
mark that ancient and faithful friend as his successor in the 
sacerdotal and regal officl3 _; but he prudently declined the risk 
and envy of a more explicit nomination. At a moment when his 
faculties were visibly impaired, he called for pen and ink to write, 
or, more properlJ, to dictate, a divine book, the sum and accom­
plishment of all his revelations: a dispute arose in the chamber, 
whether he should be allowed to supersede the authority of the 
Koran; and the prophet was forced to reprove the indecent vehe­
mence of his disciples. If the slightest credit may be afforded to 
the traditions of his wives and companions, he maintained, in 
the bosom of his family, and to the last moments of his life, the 
dignity *_ of an apostle, and the faith of an enthusiast; described 
the visits of Gabriel, who bade an everlasting farewell to the earth, 
and expressed his lively confidence, not only of the mercy, but of 
the favor, of the Supreme Being. In a familiar discourse he had 
mentioned his special prerogative, that the angel of death was not 
allowed to take his soul till he had respectfully' asked the permis­
sion of the prophet. The request was granted j and }Iahomet 
immediately fell into the agony of his dissolution: his head was 
reclined on the lap of Ayesha, the best beloved of all his wives; 
he fainted with the violence of pain j recovering his spirits, he 
raised his eyes towards the roof of the house, and, with a steady 
look, though a faltering voice, uttered. the last broken, though 
articulate, words: "0 God!. • . pardon my sins. • • . 
Yes, I come, am~ng my fellow-citizens on 

• Major Price, who writes with the authority of one wirlely conversant with the 
original sourccs of Eastern kllowledge, and in a very caQdid tone, takes a very diC­
ferent view of the prophet's death. .. In tracing the cirdumstances of Mnhommed'!J 
illness, we look in vain for any proofs oC that meek and heroie firmness which might 
be expected to dignify and embellish the Isst moments of the apostle of God. on 
£ome occRsions he betrayed such want of fortitude, snch marks of childish impa~ 
ticuce, as are in general to be found in men only oC the most ordinary stamp' and 
8uch as extorted from his wife Ayesha, in particular, the sarcastic remark that in 
herselC, or any of her family. a similar demeanor would long since have incurred his 
severe displeasure. • • . He said that the acuteness and violence of his suffer­
tnglJ were neccs8arily in the proportion of those honors with which it had evel 
pleased the hand of Omnipotence to distinguish its pecnliar favorites." price,
vol. 1. p. lS.-M. ­
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high j" and thus peaceably expired en a carpet spread upon the 
floor. An expedition for the conquest of Syria was stopped by 
this mournful event: the army halted at the gates of :Medina j the 
chiefs were assem bled round their dying muster. The city, more 
especially the house, of the prophet, was a scene of clamorous 
sorrow or silent despair: fanaticism alone could suggest a ray of 
hope and consolation. "How can he be dead, our witness, our 
intf'rcessor, our mediator, with God? By God he is not dead: 
like .Moses and Jesus, he is wrapped in a holy trance, and speedily 
will he return to his faithful people." The evidence of sense was 
disregarded j and Omar, unsheathing his cimeter, threatened to 
strike off the heads of the infidels who should dare to affirm that 
the prophet was 110 more. The tumult was appeased by the 
weight and moderation of Abubeker. ,. Is it :Mahomet," said he 
to Omar and the multitude, "or the God of :Mahomet, whom you 
worship? The God of Mahomet liveth forever j but the apostle 
was a mortal like ourselves, and, according to his own prediction, 
he has experienced the common fate of mortality." Be was 
piou~ly interred by the hands of his nearest kinsman, on the same 
spot on which he expired: 161 :l\1edina has been sanctified by the 
death and burial of Mahomet; and the innumerable pilgrims of 
Mecca often turn aside from the way, to bow, in voluntary de­
votion,162 before the simple tomb of the prophet. 153 

At the conclusion of the life of lfahomet, it may perhaps be 
expected that I should balance his faults and virtues; that I 
should decide whether the title of enthusiast or impostor more 
properly belongs to that extraordinary man. Bad I been intimately 
conversant with the son of Abdallah, the task would still be 
difficult, and the success uncertain: at the distance of twelve 
centuries, I darkly contemplate his shade tlnough a cloud of re­
ligious incense; and could I truly delineate the portrait of an 
hour, the fleeting resemblance would not .equally apply to the 
solitary of ::Mount Hera, to the preacher of }\fccca, and to the con­
queror of Arabia. The author of a mighty revolution appears to 
have been endowed with a pious and contemplative disposition: 
ao soon as marriage had raised him above the pressure of want, he 
avoided the paths of ambition and avarice; and till the age of 
forty he lived with innocence, and would have died without a 
name. The unity of God is an idea most congenial to nature and 
reason; and a slight conversation with the Jews and Christians 
Would teach him to despise and detest the idolatry of Mecca. It 
Was the duty of a man and a citizen to impart the doctrine of 
salvat~on, to rescue his country from the dominion of sin and error. 
The energy of a mind incessantly bent on the same object w~ld 
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convert a general obligation into a particular call-; the warm sug· 
gestions of the understanding or the fancy would be felt as the 
inspirations pf Heaven; tbe labor of thought would expire in 
rapture and vision; and the inward sensation, the inv:sible mon­
itor, would be described with the form and attributes of an angel 
of God. m From enthu~iasm to imposture, the step is perilous and 
slippery: the doomon of Socrates l~a affords a memorable instance, 
how a wiae man may deceive himself, how a good man may de­
ceive others, how the conscience may slumber in a mixed and 
middle state between self-illusion and voluntary fraud. Charity 
may believe that the, original motives of Mahomet were those of 
pure and genuine benevolence; but a human missionary is incap:\­
ble of cherishing the obstinate unbelievers who reject his claims, 
despise his arguments, and persecute his life; he might forgive 
his personal .adversa~ies, he may lawfully hate the enemies of 
God; the stern pa.ssions of pride and revenge. were kindled in the 
bosom' of ~rahomet, and he sighed, like the prophet of Nineveh, 
for the destruction of_the rebels whom he had condemned. The 
injustice .of ~fecca and the choice of ~redina transformed the 
citizen into a prince, the humble preacher iQto the leader of armies; 
but his sword was consecrated by the example of the saints; and 
the same God who afflicts a sinful world with pestilence and 
earthquakes, might inspire for their conversion or chastisement 
the valor .of his servants. In the exercise of political government, 
he was compelled to abate of the stern rigor of fanaticism, to 
comply in some measure with the prejudices and passions of his 
followers, and to employ even the vices of mankind as the in­
struments of their salvation. The use of fraud and pmfidy, of 
cruelty an~ injustice, were often subservient to the propagation of 
the faith; and Mahomet commanded or approved the assassination 
of the Jews and idolaters who had escaped from the field of battle. 
By the repetition of such acts, the character of :Mahomet must 
have been gradually stained; and the influence of such pernicious 
habits would be poorly compensated by th0 practise of the per­
sonal and social virtues which are necessary to maintain the repu­
tation of a prophet among his sectaries and friends. Of his last 
years, ambition was the ruling passion; and a politician will 
suspect that he secretly smiled (the victorious impostor 1) at the­
enthusiasm of his youth, and the credulity of his' proselytes. 15& A 
philosopher will observe that their credulity and his success would 
tend more strongly to fortify the assurance of his divine mission, 
that his interest and religion were inseparably connected, and 
that his conscience would be soothed by the persuasion, that he 
alone was absolved by the Deity from the obligation of positi'fQ 
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ar.d moral. laws. If he retained any vestige of his native in no 
cence, the sins of Mahomet may be allowed as an evidence of his 
sincerity. In the support of truth, the arts of fraud and fiction 
may be deemed less criminal j and he would have started at the. 
foulness of the means had he not been satisfied of the importance 
and justice of the end. Even in a conqueror or a priest, I can 
surprise a word or action of unaffected humanity j and the decree 
of Mahomet, that, in the sale of captives, the mothers should 
never be separated from their children, may suspend, or moderate, 
the censure of the historian. lo7 

The good sense of Mahomet 168 despised the pomp of royalty: 
the apostle of God submitted to the menial offices of the family: 
he kindled the fire, swept the floor, milked the ewes, and mended 
with his own hands his shoes and his woollen garment. Disdain­
ing the penance and merit of a hermit, he observed, without effort 
or vanity, the abstemious diet of an Arab and a soldier. On 
solemn occasions he feasted his companions with rustic and 
hospitable plenty j but in his domestic life many weeks would 
elapse without a fire being kindled on the hearth of the prophet. 
The interdiction of wine was confirmed by his example j his 
hunger was appeased with a sparing allowance of barley-bread: 
he delighted in the taste of milk and honey; but his ordinary 
food consisted of dates and water. Perfumes and women were 
the two sensual enjoyments which his nature required, and ~lis 
religion did not forbid j and 1tlahomet affirmed that the fervor of 
his devotion was increased by these innocent pleasures. The heat 
of the climate inflames the blood of the Arabs j and their libidi­
nous complexion has been noticed by the writers of antiquity.lo9 
Their incontinence was regulated by the civil and religious laws 
of the Koran: their· incestuous alliances were blamed j the 
boundless license of polygamy was reduced to foUl' legitimate 
wives or concubines j their rights both of bed and of dowry were 
equitably determined j the freedom of divorce was discouraged, 
adultery was condemned as a capital offence j and fornication, in 
either sex, was punished with a hundred stripes. leo Such were the 
calm and rational precepts of the legislator: but in his private 
conduct, Mahomet indulged the appetites of a man, and abused the 
claims of a prophet. A special revelation dispensed him from the 
laws which he had imposed on his nation: the female sex, with­
out reserve, was abandoned to his desires j and this singular pre­
rogative excited the envy, rather than the scandal, the veneration, 
rather than the envy, of the devout 1tlussulmans. If we remember 
the seven hundred wives and three hundred concubines of the 
wise Solomon, we shall applaud the modesty of the Arabian, who 
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espoused no more than seventeen or fifteen wives j _eleven are 
enumerated who occupied at Medina their separate apartments 
round the house of the apostle, and enjoyed in their turns tho 
favor of his conjugal society. What is singular enough, they were 
all wid!lws, excepting only Ayesha, the daughter of Abubeker. She 
was doubtless a virgin, since Mahomet consummated his nuptials 
(duch is the premature ripeness of the climate) when she was only 
nine years of age. The youth, the beauty, the spirit of Ayesha; gave 
her a superior ascendant: she was beloved and trusted by the 
prophet; and, after his death, the daughter of Abubeker was long 
revered as the mother of the faithful. Her behavior had been 
ambiguous and indiscreet : in a nocturnal march she was acci­
dentally left behind; and in the morning Ayesha returned to the 
camp with a man. The temper of Mahomet was inclined to 
jealousy; but a divine revelation assured him of her innocence: 
he chastised her accusers, and published a law of domestic peace, 
that no woman should be condemned unless four male witnesses 
had seen her in the act of adultery.lo1 In his adventures with 
Zeineb, the wife of Zeid, and with Mary, an Egyptian captive, 
the amorous prophet forgot the interest of his reputation. At the 
house of Zeid, his freedman and adopted son, he beheld, in a loose 
undress, the beauty of Zeineb, nnd burst forth into an ejaculation 
of devution and desire. The servile, or grateful; freedman under­
stood the hint, and yielded without hesitation to the love of his 
benefactor. But as the filial relation had excited some doubt and 
scandal, the angel Gabriel descended from heaven to ratify the 
deed, -to annul the adoption, and gently to reprove the apostle for 
distrusting the indulgence of his'God. One of his wives, Ra.fna, 
the daughter of Omar, surprised him on her own bed, in the em­
braces of his Egyptian captive: she promised secrecy and forgive­
ness; he swore that he would renounce the possession of l\Iary. 
Both parties forgot their engagements; and Gabriel again de~ 
scended with a chapter of the Koran, to absolve him from hi~ 
oath, and to exhort him freely to enjoy his captives and con­
cubines, without listening to the clamors of his wives. In a 
solitary retreat of thirty days, he labored, alone with Mary, to 
fulfil the commands of the angel. When his love and revenge 
were satiated, he summoned to his presence his eleven wives, 
reproached their disobedience and indiscretion, and threatened 
them with a sentence of divorce, both in this world and in the 
next; a dreadful sentence, since those who had asce~ded the bed 
of the prophet were forever excluded from the hope of a second 
marriage. Perhaps the incontinence of :Mahornet may be palliated 
by the tradition of his natural or preternatural gifts j 16~ he united 
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tho manly virtue of thirty of the children of Adam: and the 
apostle might rival the thirteenth labor lQ3 of the Grecian Her­
cules. J6' A more serious and decent excuse may be drawn from 
his fidelity to Cadijah. During the twenty-four years of their 
marriage her youthful husband abstained from the right of 
polygamy, and the pride or tenderness of the venerable matron 
was never insulted by the society of a l'ivaI. After her death, he 
placed her in the rank of the four perfect women, with the sister 
of :Moses, the mother of Jesus, and Fatima, the best beloved of 
his daughters. " Was she not old?" said Ayesha, with the in­
solence of a blooming beauty; "has not God given you a better in 
her place?" "No, by God," said :Mahomet, with an effusion of 
honest gratitude, "there never can be a better! She believed ill 
me when men despised me; she relieved my wants when I was 
poor and persecuted by the world." 166 

In the largest indulgence of polygamy, the founder of a religion 
and empire might aspire to multiply the chances of a numerous 
posterity and a lineal· succession. The hopes of :r,rahomet were 
fatally disappointed. The virgin Ayesha, and his ten widows of 
mature age and approved fertility, were barren in his potent em­
braces. -The four sons of Cac1ijah died in their infancy. l\Iary, 
his Egyptian concubine, was endearcc1 to hill?- by the birth of 
Ibrahim. At the end of fifteen months the prophet wept over his 
grave j but he sustained with firmness the raillery of his enemies, 
and checked the adulation or credulity of the Moslems, by the 
assurance that an eclipse of the sun was not occasioned by the 
death of the infant. Cadijuh had likewise given him,four daugh­
ters, who were married to the most faithful of his discil)lcs : the 
three eldest died before their father; but Fatima, w110 possessed 
his confidence and love, became the wife of her cousin Ali, and 
the mother of an illustrious progeny. The merit and misfortunes 
of Ali and his descendants will lead me to anticipate, in this placc, 
the series of the Saracen caliphs, a title which describes the com­
manders of the faithful as, the vicars and successors of the apostle 
of God. 166 

The birth, the alliance, the character of Ali, which exalted him 
above the rest of his countrymen, might justify his claim to thc va­
(~ant throne of Arabia. The son of Abu Taleb was, in his own right, 
the chief of the family of Hashem, and the hereditary prince or 
guardian of the city and temple of Mecca. The light of prophecy 
Was extinct; but the husband of Fatima might expect the inherit­
ance and blessing of her father: the Arabs had sometimes been 
patient of a female reign; and the two grandsons 'Of thc prophet 
had often been fondled in his lap, and shown in his pul pit, as the 
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hope of his age, and the chief of the youth of paoradise. The first 
of the true believers might aspire to march before them in this 
world and in the next; and if some were of a graver and Illore 
rigid cast, the zeal and virtue of Ali were never outstripped by 
any recent proselyte. He united the qualifications of a poet, a 
soldier, and a saint: his wisdom still breathes in a collection of 
moral and religious sayings; 167 and every antagonist, .in the com­
bats of the tongue or of the sword, was subdued by hIS eloquence 
and valor. From the first hour of his mission to the last rites of 
his funeral the apostle was never forsaken by a generous friend, 
whom he delighted to name his brother, his vicegerent, and the 
faitbful Aaron of a second lVloses. The ~on of Abu Taleb was 
afterwards reproached for neglecting to secure his interest by a 
solemn declaration of his right, which would have silenced all 
competition, and sealed his succession by the decrees of Heaven. 
But the unsuspecting hero confided in himself: the jealousy of 
empire, and perhaps the fear of opposition, might suspend the 
resolutions of Mahomet; and the bed ot: sickness was besieged 
by the artful Ayesha, the daughter of Abubeker, and the enemy 
of Ali.* ° 

The silence and death otthe prophet restored the liberty of tho 
people; and his companions convened an asse~bly to deliberate 
on the choice of his successor. The hereditary claim and lofty 
spirit of Ali were offensive to an aristocracy of elders, desirous of 
bestowing and resuming the sceptre by a free and frequent 
election : the Koreish could never be reconciled to the proud pre­
eminence of the line of Hashem; the ancient discord of the tribes 
was rekindled, the fugitives of Mecca and the auxiliaries of Medina 
asserted their respective merits; and the rash proposal of choosing 
two independent caliphs would have crm~hed in their infancy the 
religion and empire of othe Saracens. The tumult was appeased 

* Gibbon wrote chiefly from the Arabic or Snnnite acconnt of these transactio!ls, 
the only sources accessihle at the time when he composed his lIitltory. :MaJor 
Price, writing from Persian anthorities, affords ns the advantage of compar}~g
throughout what may be fairly considered the Shiite Version. The glory of All IS 
the constant burden of their strain. He was destined, and, according to some 
acconnts, designate/I, for the caliphate by the prophet; but while the others were 
fiercely pushinCf their own interests, Ali was watching the remains of Maho!'llet 
with pions flde'lity. His disinterested magnanimity, on each separate occasJOlld 
declined the sceptre, and ~ve the noble example of obedience to the appointe
caliph. He is described, 111 retirement, on the throne, and in the field of battle,.llS 
transcWldenUy pions. magnanimons, valiant, and hnmane. He lost his en1pJre
throngh his excess of virtue and love for the faithful; his life through his confi­
dence 1D God, and submission to the decrees of fate. 

Compare the curions account of this ap tthy in Price, chap. ii. It is to be regret­
ted, I must add, ihat Major Price has contented hirnsl'lf with quoting the names of 
the Persian works which he follows, without any accouut 01 their Character, age, 
anu anthority.-M. 
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by the disinterested resolution of Omar, who, suddenly renouncing 
his own pretensions, stretched forth his hand, and declared him­
self the first subject of the mild and venerable Abubeker. * The 
urgency of the moment, and the acquiescence of the people, might 
excuse this illegal and precipitate measure; but Omar himself 
confessed from the pulpit that if any Mussulman should hereafter 
presume to antidpate the suffrage of his brethren, both the elector 
and the elected would be worthy of death. 168 After the simple 
inauguration of Abubeker, he was obeyed in Medina, Mecca, and 
the provinces of Arabia: the Hashemites alone declined the oath 
of fidelity; and their chief, in his own house, maintained, above 
six months, a su]]en and independent reserve, without listening 
to the threats of Omar, who attempted to consume witl} fire the 
habitation of the daughter of the apostle. The death of Fatima, 
and the decline of his party, suLdued the indignant spirit of Ali : 
he condescended to salute the commander of the faithful, accepted 
his excuse of the necessity of preventing their common enemies, 
and wisely rejected his courteous uffer of abdicating the govern­
ment of the Arabians. After a reign of two years, the aged 
caliph was summoned by the angel of death. In his testament, 
with the tacit approbation of his companions, he bequeathed the 
sceptre to the firm and intrepid virtue of Omar. "I have no 
occasion," said the modest candidate, "for the place." ." But 
the place has occasion for you," replied Abubeker, who expired 
with a fervent prayer, that the God of Mahomet would ratify his 
choice, and direct the Mussulmans in the way of concord and 
obedience. The prayer was not ineffectual, since Ali himself, in 
a life of privacy and prayer, professed to revere the superior worth 
and dignity of his rival, who comforted him for the loss of em­
pire by the most flattering marks of confidence and esteem. In 
the twelfth year of his reign Omar received a mortal wound from 
the hand of an assassin: he rejected with equal impartiality the 
names of his son and of Ali, refused to load his conscience with 
the sins of his successor, and devolved on six of the most respecta­
ble companions the arduous task of electing a commander of the 
faithful. On this occasion Ali was again blamed by his friends III 
for submitting his right to the judgment of men, for recognizing 
their jurisdiction by accepting a place among the six electors. He 
might have obtained their suffrage had he deigned to promise a 
strict and servile conformity, not only to the Koran and tradition, 
but likewise to the determinations of two senUrrs. 170 With these lim­
itations, Othman, the secretary of :Mahomet, accepted the govern­

* Abnbeker, the father of the virgin Ayesha. St. Martin, "01. xi. p. 18b.-M. 
R. E. ~ii.-18 
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ment; nor was it till after the third caliph, twenty-four years after 
the death of the prophet, that Ali, was invested, by the popular 
choice,- with the regal and sacerdotal office. The manners (If the 
Arahians retained their primitive simplicity, and the son of Abu 
Taleb despised the pomp and vanity of this world. At the hour 
of prayer he repaired to the mosch of Medina clothed in a thin 
cotton gown, a coarse turban on his head, his slippers in one hand, 
and his boW in the other,. instead of a walking-staff. The com~ 
pan ions of the prophet, and the chiefs of the tribes, saluted their 
new sovereign, and gave him their right hands as a sign of fealty 
and allegiance. \ 

The mischiefs that flow from the contests of ambition are 
usually confined to the times and countries in which they have 
been agitated. - But the religious discord of the friends and 
enemies of Ali has been renewed in every age of the Hegira, and 
is still maintained in the immortal hatred of the Persians and 
Turks.171 The former, who are branded with the appellation of 
Shiites or sectaries, have enriched the .Mahometan creed with a 
new article of faith; and if Mahomet be the apostle, his companion 
Ali is the vicar, of God. In their private converse,' in their public 
worship, they bitterly execrate the three usurpers who intercepted 
his indefeasihle right to the dignity of Ima.m and Caliph; and the 
name of Omar expresses in their tongue the perfect accomplish­
ment of wickedness and impiety.172 The Sonnites, who arc 
supported by the general consent and orthodox tradition of the 
Muss.ulmans, entertain a more impartial, or at least a more decent, 
opinion. They respect the memory of Abubeker, Omar, Othman, 
and Ali, the holy and legitimate successors of the prophet. But 
they assign the last and most humble place to the husband of Fa­
tima, in the persuasion that the order of succession was determined 
by the degrees of sanctity. J73 An historian who balances the four 
caliphs with a hand unshaken by superstition, will calmly pro­
nounce that their manners 1 were alike pure and exemplary; that 
their zeal was fervent, and probably sincere; and that, in the 
midst of riches and power, their lives were devoted to the practise 
of moral and religious duties. But the public virtues of Abubeker 
and Omar, the prudence of the first, thll severity of the second, 
maintained the peace and prosperity of their reigns. The feeble 
temper and declining age of Othman were incapable of sustaining 
the weight of conquest and empire. He chose, and he was de~ 
ceived; he trusted, and he was betrayed :- the most deserving ~f 
the faithful became useless or hostile to his government, and his 
lavish bounty was productiv~ only of ingratitude and discontent. 
The s{lirit of discord went forth in the provinces: their iieputies \ 
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assembled at Medina; and the Charegites, the desperate fanatics 
who disclaimed the yoke of subordination-and reason, were con­
founded among the free-born Arabs, who demanded the redress 
of their wrongs and the punishment of their oppressors. From 
Cufa, from Baesora, from Egypt, from the tribes of the desert, 
they rose in arms, encamped abou't a Jeague from ~'[edina, and 
despatched a haughty mandate to their sovereign, requiring him 
to execute justice, or to descend from the throne. His repentance 
began to disarm and disperse the insurgents; but their fury was 
rekindled by the arts of his enemies; and the forgery of a per­
fidious secretary was contrived to blast his reput~tion and precipi­
tate his fall. The caliph had lost the only guard of his prede­
cessors, the esteem amI confidence of the Moslems: during a siege 
of six weeks his water and provisions were intercepted, and the 
feeble gates of the palace were protected only by the scruples of 
the more timorous rebels. Forsaken by those' who had abused 
his simplicity, the hopeless and venerable caliph expected the 
approach of death : the brother of Ayesha marched at the head of 
the assassins; and Othman, with the Koran in his lap, was pierced 
with a multitude of wounds.* A tumultuous anarchy of five days 
Was appeased by the inauguration of Ali: his refusal would have 
provoked a general massacre. In this painful situation he sup­
ported the becoming pride of the chief of the Hashemites; 
declared that he had rather serve than reign; rebuked the pre­
sumption of the strangers; and required the formal; if not the 
voluntary, assent of the chiefs of the nation. He has never been 
accused of prompting the assassin of Omar ; though Persia indis­
creetly celebrates the festival of that holy martyr. The quarrel 
between Othman and his subjects was assuaged by the early 
mediation of Ali; and Hassan, the eldest of his sons, was insulted 
and wounded in the defence of the caliph. Yet it is doubtful 
Whether the father of Hassan was strenuous and sincere in his 
OPposition to the rebels; and it is certain that he enjoyed the 
b~nefit of their crime. The temptation was indeed of such .mag­
nltude as might stagger and corrupt the most obdurate VIrtue. 
The ambitious candidate no longeraspired to the barren sceptre of 
Arabia; the Saracens had been victorious in the East and West; 
and the wealthy kingdoms of Persia, Syria, and Egypt were the 
patrimony of the commander of the faithful. 
~ life of prayer and contemplation had not ehilIed the martial 

actIvity of Ali; but in a mature age, after a long experience of 
mankind, he still ~etrayed in his conduct the rashness and indis­

• Compare Price, p.l80.-M. 
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eretion of youth.* In the first days of his reign, he neglected to 
secure, either by gifts or fetters, the doubtful allegiance of Telha 
and Zobeir, two of the most powerful of the Arabian chiefs. They 
escaped from Medina to Mecca, and from thence to Bassora; 
erected the standard of revolt.; and usurped the government of 
lrak, or Assyria, which they had vainly solicited as the reward of 
their services. The mask of patriotism is allowed to cover the 
most glaring inconsistencies; and the enemies, perhaps the 
assassins, of Othman now demanded vengeance for his blood. 
They were accompanied in their flight by Ayesha, the widow of the 
prophet, who cherished, to the last hour of her life, an implaca­
ble hatred against the husband and the postarity of Fatima. The 
most reasonable Moslems were scandalized, that the mother of the 
faithful should expose in a eamp her person and character; t but 
the superstitious crowd was confident that her presence would 
sanctify the justice, and assure the success, of their cause. At 
the head of twenty thousand of his loyal Arabs and nine thousand 
valiant auxiliaries of eufa, the caliph encountered and defeated 
the superior numbers of the rebels under the walls of Bassora.t 
Their leaders, Telha and Zobeir, § were slain in the first battle 
that stained with civil blood the arms of the Moslems. DAfter 
passing through th0 ranks to animate the troops, Ayesha had 
chosen her post amidst the dangers of the field. In the heat of 
the action, seventy men, who held the bridle of her camel, were 
successively killed or wounded; and the cage or litter, in which 
she sat, was stuck with javelins and darts like the quills of a 
porcupine. The venerable captive sustained with firmness the 
reproaches of the conqueror, and was speedily dismissed to her 
proper station at the tomb of Mahomet, with the respect and ten­
derness that was still due to the widow of the apostle. f After 
this victory, which was styled the Day of the Camel, Ali marched 

• AU had determined to supersede aU the lieutenants in the different provinces. 
Price, p. 191. Compare, on the conduct of Telha and Zobcir, p. 193.-M. 

t Bee the very curious circumstances WhlCh took place before and during her 
flight. Price, p. 196.-1.1. 

+The relucllmce ot Ali to shed the blood oC true believers is strikinglydescribed
by Major Price's Persian histol'ians. Price, p. 222.-M. 

§ See (in Price) the singular adventures of Zobeir. Re was murdered after hav, 
ing abandoned the army of the insurgents. '\'eilla was about to do the snme, when 
bi8ieg ~vas pierced with an arrow bf one of his own party. The wound was mor· 
tal. Prlce, p. 222.-M. 

I According to Price, two hundred and eighty 01 the Benni Beiangiai alone lost a 
right hand in this service (p. 225).-M.

'{ She was escorted by a guard of females dis!!llised as soldiers. When she die­
covered thIs, Ayesha was as much grlltified by the delicacy of the srrsngemen%!8
she had been offended by the familiar approach of so many men. Price, p. ""'... 
-:AI. 
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aga1nst a more formidable adversary; against Moawiyah, the son 
of Abu ~ophian, who had assumed the title of caliph, and whose 
claim was supported by the fOrces of Syria and the interest of the 
house of Ommiyah. From the passage.of Thapsarus, the plain of 
Siffin 174 extends along' the western bank of the Euphrates. On 
this spacious and lev~l theatre, the two competitors waged a 
desultory war of one hundred and ten days. In the course of 
ninety actions or sk;"lI1ishes, the loss of Ali was estimated at 
twenty-five, that of Mt-awiyah at forty-five, thousand soldiers; and 
the list of the slain. Was dignified with the names of five-and­
twenty veterans who had fought at Beder under the standard of 
Mahomet. In this rf/'lguinary contest the lawful caliph displayed 
a supedor charactr.l' of valor and humanity.* His troops were 
strictly enjoined 1.0 await the first onset of the enemy, to spare 
their flying brethren, and to respect the bodies of the dead, and 
the chastity of the female captives. He generously proposed to 
save the blood of the Moslems by a single combat; but his trem­
bling rival declined the challenge as a sentence of inevitable death. 
Tbe ranks of the Syrians were broken by the charge of a hero who 
was mounted on a piebald horse, and wielded with irresistible 
fmce his ponderous and two·edged sword. As often as he smote 
a rebel, he shouted the Allah Acbar, "God is victorious!" a.nd 
in the tumult of a nocturnal battle, he was heard to repeat four 
hundred times that tremendous exclamation. The prince of 
Damascus already meditated his flight; but the certain victory 
was snatched from the grasp of Ali by the disobedience and en­
thusiasm of his troops. Their conscience was awed by the solemn 
appeal to the books of the Koran which l'Ioawiyah exposed on the 
foremost lances; and Ali was compelled to yield to a disgraceful 
truce and an insidious compromise. He retreated with sorrow and 
indignation to Cufa; his party was discouraged; the dist.ant 
provinces of Persia, of Yemen, and of Egypt, were gubdued or 
seduced by his crafty rival; and the stroke of fanaticism, which 
was aimed against the three chiefs of the nation, was fatal only to 

,. The Shiite authors have preE'erved a noble instance of Ali's rnagnnnimity. The 
'\nperior generalship of Moawiyah had cut off the arIllY of Ali from the Euphrates;
nis soldiers were peril'hing from want of water. Ali ~ent a message to hi!' rival to 
request free accel!s to the rivl.'r, declaring that under the !!ame circumstances he 
would not allow any of the faithful, though his udversariefl, to peri!'h from thin!t. 
~fter 80me debate, Moawiyah determined to ayail him~elf of the advantage of his 
sl\uation, und to reject the demand of Ali. The soldiers oC Ali became desperate;
forced their way through that part of the hostile arm,Y which commanded the river; 
and in their turn entirely cutoff the troops of Moawlyah from the water. Moa,,,i-·Lah was reduced to make the 8Ilme supplication to Ali. The generous caliph 
n5tan.ly complied; and both armies, with their cattle, enjoyed free and unmolel:lted 

access to the river. Price, vol. i. p. 268, 272.-M. 

http:n5tan.ly
http:passage.of
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the cousin of Mahomet. In the temple of :M:ecca, three Charegites 
or enthusiasts discoursed of the disorders of the church and state: 
they soon agreed that the deaths of Ali, of 1\Ioawiyah, and of his 
friend Amrou, the viceroy'of Egypt, would restore the peace and 
unity of religion. Each of the assassins chose his victim, poisoned 
his dagger, devoted his life, and secretly repaired to the scene of 
action. Their resolution was equally desperate : but the first 
mistook the person of Amrou, and stabbed the deputy who occu­
pied his seat; the prince of Damascus was dangerously hurt by 
the second; the lawful caliph, in the mosch of Cufa, recp-ived a 
mortal wound from' the hand of the third. He expired in the 
sixty-third year of his age, and mercifully recommended to his 
children, that they would despatch the murderer by'a single 
stroke.* The sepulchre of Ali In was concealed from the tyrants 
of the house of Ommiyah ; 1711 but in the fourth age of the Hegira, 
a tomb, a temple, a city, arose near the ruins'of Cufa. l11 1\1any 
thousands of the Shiites repose in holy ground at the feet of the 
vicar of God; and the desert is vivified by the numerous and 
annual visits of the Persians, who esteem their devotion not less 
meritorious than the pilgrimage of Mecca. , 

The persecutors of Mahomet usurped the inheritance 01 his 
children; and the champions of idolatry became the supreme 
heads of llis religion and empire. The opposition of Abu Sophian 
had been fierce and obstinate; his conversion was tardy and re­
luctant; his new faith was fortified by necessity and interest; 
he served, he fought, perhaps he believed; and the sins of the 
time of ignorance were expiated by the recent merits of the family 
of Ommiyah. 1tloawiyah, the son of Abu Sophian, and of the 
cruel Henda, was dignified, in his early youth, with the office or 
title of secretary of the prophet: the judgment of Omar intrusted 
him with the government of Syria; and he administered that im­
portant province above forty years, either in a subordinate or 
supreme rank. Without renouncing the fame of valor and liber­
ality, he affected the reputation of humanity and moderation: a 
grateful people was attached to their benefactor; and the victori· 
ous Moslems were enriched with the spoils of Cyprus and Rhodes. 
The sac!"ed duty of pursuing the assassin& of Othman was the en­
gine and pretence of his ambition. The bloody shirt of the mar­
tyr was exposed in the mosch of Damascus: the emir deplored 
the fate of his injured kinsman; and sixty thousand Syrians were 
engaged in his service by an oath of fidelity and revenge. Amrou, 

* His son Hassan was recognized as caliph in Arabia and lrak; but voluntarily
abdicated the throne, after six or seven months, in favor oC Moawiyah. St. Martin, 
vol. xl. p. 3'15.-M. 
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the conqueror of Egypt, him~lf an army, was the first who sa­
luted the new monarch, and divulged the dangerous secret, that 
the Arabian caliphs might he created elsewhere than in the city of 
the prophet.l7tI The policy of l\Ioawiyah eluded the valor of his 
rival; and, after the death o( Ali, he negotiated the abdication 
of his son Hassan, whose mind was either above or below the 
government of the world, and who retired without a sigh from 
the palace of Cufa to an humble cell near the tomb of his grand­
father. The aspiring wishes of the caliph were finally crowned 
by the important-change of an elective to an hereditary kingdom. 
Some murmurs of freedom or fanaticism attested the reluctance of 
the Arabs, and four citizens of Medina refused the oath of fidel­
ity j but the designs of :Moawiyah were conducted with vigor and 
address; and his son Vezid, a feeble and dissolute youth, was 
proclaimed as the commander of the faithful and the successor of 
the apostle of God.' 

A familiar story is related of the benevolence of one of the 
sons of Ali. In serving at table, a slave had inadvertently 
dropped a dish of scalding broth on his master: the heedless 
wretch fell prostrate, to depr~cate his punishment, and repeated 
3 verse of the Koran: "Paradise is for those who command their 
anger :"_." I am not angry :"-" and for those who pardon 
offences :,,_u I pardon your offence :"-" and for those who re­
turn good for evil :"-" I give you your liberty, and four hun­
dred pieces of silver." With an equal measure of piety, Hoscin, 
the younger brother of Hassan, inllerited a renmant of his father's 
spirit, and served ;with honor aga!nst the Christians in the siege 
of Constantinople. The primogeniture of the line of Hashem, 
and the holy character of grandson of the apostle, had centred in 
his person, and he was at liberty to prosecute his claim against 
Yezid, the tyrant of Damascus, whose vices he despised, and 
Whose title he had never deigned to acknowledge. A list was 
secretly transmitted from Cuia to }Iedina, of one hundred and 
forty thousand Moslems, who professed their attachment to his 
cause, and who were eager to draw their iwords so soon as he 
should appear on the banks of the Euphrates. Against the ad­
vice of his wisest friends, he resolved to trust his person and fam.. 
ily in the hands of a perfidious people. He traversed the deseri 
of Arabia with a timorous retinue of women and children ; but as 
he approached the confines of lrak he was alarmed by the soli­
tary or hostile face of the country, and suspected either the defec~ 
tion or ruin of his party. His fears were just: Obeidollah, the 
governor of Cufa, had extinguished the first sparks of an insur· 
rcction ; and Hosein, in the plain of Kerbcla, was encompassed­
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by a body of five thousaml horse, who intircep1led his communi· 
cation with the city and the river. He might still have escaped 
to a fortress in the desert, that had defied the power of Crosat 
and Chosroes, alld confided in the fidelity of the tribe of Tai, 
which would have armco ten thousand warriors in his defence. 
In a conference with tIle chief of the enemy, he proposed the op­
tion of three honorable conditions: that he should be allowed to 
return to :1\1edina, or be stationed in a frontier garrison against 
the Turks, or safely conducted to the presence of Yezid. But the 
commands of the caliph, or his lieutenant, were stern and abso­
lute; and Hosein was informed that he must either submit as a 
captive and a criminal to the commander of the faithful, or ex­
pect the consequences of his reb~llion. " Do you think," replied 
he, "to terrify me with death?" And, dunng the short respite 
of a night,* he prepared with calm and solemn resignation to en­
counter his fate. He checked the lamentations of his sister Fa­
tima, who deplored the impending ruin of his house. " Our 
trust," said Hosein, "is in God alone. All things, both in 
heaven and earth, must perish and return to their Creator. !Iy 
b!'other, my father, my mother, were better than me, and every 
1tIussulman has an example in the prophet." He pressed his 
friends to consult their safety by a timely flight: they unani­
mously refused to desert or survive their beloved master; and 
their courage was fortified by a fervent prayer and the assurance 
of paradise. On the morning of the fatal day he mounted on 
horseback, with his sword in one hand and the Koran in the 
other: his generous band of martyrs consisted only of thirty-two 
horse and forty fout; but their flanks and.rear were secured by 
the tent-ropes, and by a deep trench which they had filled with 
lighted fagots, according to the practice of the Arabs. The en· 
emy advanced with reluctance, and one of their chiefs deserted, 
with thirty followers, to claim the partnership of inevitable 
death. In every close onset or single combat, the despair of the 
Fatimites was invincible; but the surrounding multitudes galled 
them from a distance with a cloud of arrows, and the horses and 
men were successively slain: a truce was allowed on both sides 
for the hour of prayer; and tte battle at length e.xpired by the 
death of the last companions of Hosein. Alone, weary, and 
wounded, he seated hil1lself at the door of his tent. As he tasted 
a drop of water, he was pierced in the mouth with a dart; and 
his son and nephew, two beautiful youths, were killed in his arms. 

• According to Major Price's authorities, a much longer time elapaed (p. 400,
etc.)-M. 
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He lifted his hands to heaven; they were full of blood; and he 
uttered a funeral prayer for the living and the dead. In a trans­
port of despair, his sister issued from the tent, and adjured the 
general of the Cufians, that he would not suffer Hosein to be 
murdered before hie eyes: a tear trickled down his venerable 
beard; and the boldest of his soldiers fell back on every siqe as 
the dying hero threw himself among them. The remorseless 
Shamer, a name detested by the faithful, reproached their cow­
ardice; and the grandson of Mahomet was slain with three-and­
thirty strokes of lances and swords. After they had trampled on 
his body, they carried his head to the castle of Cufa, and the in­
human Obeidollah struck him on the mouth with a cane: "Alas I" 
exclaimed an aged Mussulman, "on these lips have I seen the lips 
of the apostle of God!" In a distant age and climate, the tragic 
scene of the death of Hosein will awaken the sympathy of the 
coldest reader. 179 * On the annual fe~tival of his martyrdom, in 
the devout pilgrimage to his sepulchre, his Persian votaries 
abandon their souls to the religious frenzy of sorrow and indig­
nation. lso 

When the sisters and children of Ali were brought in chains to 
the throne of Damascus, the caliph was advised to extirpate the 
enmity of a popular and hostile race, whom he had injured be­
yond the hope of reconciliation. But Yezid preferred the coun­
sels of mercy; and the mourning family was honorably dismissed 
to mingle their tears with their kindred at Medina. The glory of 
martyrdom superseded the right of primogeniture; and the 
twelve IMAMS, 181 or pontiffs, of the Pers1an creed, are Ali, Hassan, 
Hosein, and the lineal descendants of Hosein to the ninth genera­
tion. Witlllmt arms, or treasures, or subjects, they successively 

* The account of Hoseiu's ieatlt, in the Persian Tarikh Tebry, is much longer;
in Some circumstances, more pathetic thM that of Ockle" followed by Gibbon. 
His family, after his defenders were all slain, perished In I'uccessfon before his 
eyes. They had been cut off from the water, and suffered all the agonies of thirst. 
His eldest son, Ally Akbar, after ten different as!'aults on the enemy, in each of 
which he slew two or three, complained bitterly of his sufferings from heat and 
thirst. "His rather arose, and inlroduchig his own tongue within the parched lips
of his favorite child, thus endeavored to alIc,iate his sufferings by the only meaus 
of which his enemies had not yet been able to deprive him." Ally was slaiu and 
cut to pieces in his sight: this wrung from him his first and only cry ; then it was 
!hat hi" sister Zeyneb rushed from the tent. The rest, including his nephew, tel[ 
lD snccession. Hosein's horse was wounded-he fell to the ground. The houro! 
prayer. between noon and sunset, had arrived; the Imaum bel;:an the religions du­
ties :-as Ho~ein prayed he heard the cries of his infant child Abdallah, only twelve 
months old. The child wa!'!, at his de!>ire, placed on his bosom: as he wept over it, 
it was transfixed by an arrow. Hosein dragged himself to the Euphrates: a.<l he 
slaked his burning thirst, his mouth WIIS pierced by an arrow: he drank his own 
blOOd. Wounded in fonr-and-thirty places, he !ltill gallantly resisted. A soldier 
named Zeraiah gave the tatal wound: his head Wa.<l cut off by Zilronsheng. Price, 
\I. 402,410.-M. 
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enjoyed the veneration of the people, anod provoked the jealousy 
of the reigning caliphs: their tombs at Mecca or Medina, on the 
banks of the Euphrates, or in the ptovince of Chorosan, are still 
visited hy the devotees of their sect. Their names were often the0 

pretence of sedition and civil war; but these royal saints nespised 
the pomp of the world: submitted to the will of God and the in­
justice of man; and devoted their innocent lives to the study and 
practice of religion. The twelfth and last of the Imams, con­
spicuous by the title of Mahadi, or the Guide, surpassed the soli­
tude and sanctity of his predecessors. He concealed himself in 
a cavern near Bagdad: the time and place of his death are un­
known; and his votaries pretend that he still lives, and will ap­
pear before the day of judgment to overthrow the tyranny of De­
jal, or- the Antichrist.18~ In the lapse of two or three ceDturies, 
the posterity of Abbas, the uncle of JUahomet, had multiplied to 
the number of thirty-three thousand: 183 the race of Ali might be 
equally prolific: the meanest individual was above the first and 
greatest of princes; and the' most eminent were supposed to 
excel the perfection of angels. But their adverse fortune, and 
the wide extent of the Mussulman empire, allowed an ample scope 
for every bold and artful impostor, -who claimed affinity with the 
holy seed: the sceptre of the Almobades, in Spain and Africa; of 
the Fatimites, in Egypt and Syria j 1~4 of the Sultans of Yemen; 
and of the Sophis of Persia jl!lf> has been consecrated by this vague 
and qmbiguous title. Under their reigns it might be dangerous 
to dispute the legitimacy of their birth; and one of the Fatimite 
caliphs silenced an ind~screet question by drawing his cimeter : 
" This," S!lid Moez, "is my pedigree; and these," casting a 
handful of gold to his s01diers-" and these are my kindred and 
my chtldren. " In the various conditions of princes, or doctors, 
or nobles, or merchants, or beggars, a swarm of the genuine or 
fictitious descendauts of Mahomet and Ali is honored with the 
appellation of sheiks, or sherifs, or emirs. In the Ottoman em­
pire, they are distinguished by a green turban; receive a stipend 
from the treasury; are judged only by their chief; and, however 
cilebased by fortune or character, still assert the proud pre-eminence 
of their birth. A family of three hundred persons, the pure and 
orthodox branch of the caliph Hassan, is preserved without taint 
or suspicion in the holy cities of Mecca and :M:edina, and still re­
tains, after the revolutions of twelve centuries, the custody of the 
temple and the sovereignty of their native land. The fame and 
merit of Mahomet would ennoble a plebeian race, and the ancient 
blood of the Koreish transcends the recent majesty of the kings 
of the carth. 1811 

http:Antichrist.18
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The talents of Mahomet are entitled to our applause; but his 
success has, perhaps, too strongly attracted our admiration. Are 
we surprised tllat a multitude of proselytes should embrace the 
doctrine and the passions of an eloquent fanatic? In the heresiea 
of the church, the same seduction has been tried and repeated 
from the time of the apostles to that of the reformers. Does it 
seem incredible that a private citizen should grasp the sword and 
the sceptre, subdue his native country, and erect 0. monarchy by 
his victorious arms? In the moving picture of the dynasties of 
the East, a hundred fortunate usurpers have arisen from a baser 
origin, surmounted more formidable obstacles, and filled a larger 
scope of empire and conquest. Mahomet was alike instructed to 
preach and to fight; and the union of these opposite qualities, 
while it enhanced his merit, contributed to his success: the op­
eration of force and persuRsion,- of enthusiasm and fear, continu­
ally acted on each other, till every barrier yielded to their irresist­
ible power. His voice invited the Arabs to freedom and victory, 
to arms and rapine, to the indulgence of their darling passions in 
this world and the other: the restraints which he imposed were 
requisite to establish the credit of the prophet, and to exercise the 
obedience of the people; and the only objection -to his success 
was his rational creed of the unity and perfections of God. It is 
not the propagation, but the permanency of his religion, that de­
serves our wonder: the same pure and perfect impression which 
he engraved at lIecca and :Medina, is preserved, after the revolu­
tions of twelve centuries, by the ~ndian, the African, and the 
Turkish proselytes of the Koran. If the Christian apostles, St. 
Peter or St. Paul, could return to the Vatican, they might possi­
bly inquire the name of the Deity who is worshipped with such 
mysterious rites in that magnificent temple: at Oxford or Geneva 
they would experience less surprise; but it might still be incum­
bent on them to peruse the catechism of the church, and to study 
the orthodox commentators on their own writings and the words 
of their Master. But the Turkish dome of St. Sophia, with en 
increase of splendor and size, represents the humble tabernacle 
erected at Medina by the hands of Mahomet. The Mahometans 
have uniformly withstood the temptation of reducing the object 
of their faith and devotion to a level with the senses and imagina­
tion of man. "I believe in one God, and Mahomet the apostle 
of God," is the simple and invariable profession of Islam. The 
intellectual image of the Deity has never been degraded by any 
visible idol; the honors of the prophet have never transgressed 
the measure of human virtue; and his living precepts have re­
21trained the gratitude of his disciples within the bounds oC 
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reason and religion. The votaries of Ali have, indeed, consecrated 
the memory of their hero, his wife, and his children j ·and some 
of the Persian doctors pretend that the divine essence was incar­
nate in the person of the Imams; but their superstition is univer­
sally condemned by the Sonnites j and their impiety has afforded 
0. seasonable warning against the worship of saints and martyrs. 
The metapt.ysical questions on the attributes of God, and the lib­
ertyof man, have been agitated in the schools of the 1tiahometans, 
as well as in those of the Christians j but among the former they 
have never engaged the passions of the people, or disturbed the 
tranquillity of the state. The cause of this important difference 
may be found in the separation of union of the regal and sacerdo­
tal characters. It was the interest of the caliphs, the successors 
.of the prophet and commanders of the faithful, to repre·ss and dis­
courage all religious innovations: the order, the discipline, the 
temporal and spiritual ambition of the clergy, are unknown to the 
Moslems j and the sages of the law are the guides of tlleir con­
science and the oracles of their faith. From the Atlantic to the 
Ganges, the Koran is acknowledged as the fundamental code, not 
only of theology, but of civil and criminal jurisprudence j and 
the laws which regulate the actions .and the property of mankind 
are guarded by the infallible and immutable sanction of the will of 
God. This religious servitude is attended with some practical 
disadvantage; the illiterate legislator ha~ been often misled by 
his own prejudices and those of his country; and the institutions· 
of the Arabian desert may be ill adapted to the wealth and num­
bers of Ispahan and Constantinople. On these occasions the 
Cadhi respectfully places on his head the holy volume, and sub­
stitutes· a dexterous interpretation more appo~ite to the principles 
of equity, and the ma.nners and policy of the times. 

HiB beneficial or pernicious influence on the public liappiness is 
the last consideration in the chMoracter of Mahomet. The most 
bitter or most bigoted of his Chrisman or Jewish foes will surely 
allow that he assumed a false commission to inculcate a salutary 
doctrine, less perfect only than their own. He piously supposed, 
as the basis of his religion, the truth and sanctity of their prior 
revelations, the virtues and miracles of t,heir founders. The idols 
of Arabia were broken before the throne of God j the blood of 
human victims was expiated lty prayer, and fasting, and alms, the 
laudable or innocent arts of devotion ; and his rewards and pun­
ishments of a future life were painted by the images most congenial 
to an ignorant and carnal generation. Mahomet was, perhaps, 
111capable of dictating a moral and political system for the use of 
his countrymen: but he "reathed among the faithful a spirit 01 
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charity and friendship; recommended the practice of Ule social 
virtues; and checked, by his laws and precepts, the thirst of re­
venge, and the oppression of widows and orphans. The hostile 
tribes were united in faith and obedience, and the valor, which 
had been idly spent in domestic quarrels, was vigorously directed 
against a foreign enemy. Had the impulse been less powerful, 
Arabia, free at home and formidable abroad, might have flour­
ished under a succession of her native monarchs. Her sov­
ereignty was lost by the extent and rapidity of conquest. The 
colonies of the nation were scattered over the East and Volest, and 
their blood was mingled with the blood Of their converts and cap­
tives. After the reign of three caliphs, the throne was transported 
from :Medina to the valley of Damascus and the banks of the Ti­
gris; the holy cities were violated by impious war; Arabia was 
ruled by the rod of a F\ubject, perhaps of a stranger; and the Be­
doweens of the desert, awakening from their dream of dominion, 
resumed their old and solitary independence. 181 

CHAPTER LI. 

THE CONQUEST OF PERSIA, SYRIA, EGYPT, AFRICA, AND SPAIN, BY 
THE ARABS OR SARACE~S.-EMPIRE OF THE CALIPHS OR SUC­
CESSORS OF MAnOMET.-::-STATE OF THE CHRISTIANS, ETC., UNDER 
THEIR GOVERNMENT. 

THE revolution of Arabia had not chan~ed the character of tho 
Arabs: the death of ~Iahomet was the slgnal of independence; 
and the hasty structure of his power and religion tottered to its 
foundations. A small and faithful band of his primitive disciples 
had listened to his eloquence and shared his distress; had fled 
with the apostle from the persecution of Mecca, or had received 
t.he fugitive in the walls of Medina. The increasing myriads, who 
acknowledged Mahomet as their king and prophet, had been com­
pelled by his arms or allured by his prosperity. The polytheists 
were confounded by the simple idea of a solitary and invisible 
God; the pride of the Christialls and Jews disdained the yoke of 
a mortal and contemporary legislator. Their habits of faith and 
obedience were not sufficiently confirmed; and many of the new 
Converts regretted the venerable antiquity of the law of :Moses ; or 
the rites and mysteries of the Catholic church; or the idols, the 
!acrifices, the joyous festivals, of their Pagan ancestors. The 
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jarring interests and hereditary feuds of the Arabian tribes had 
not yet coalesced in a system of union and subordination; and 
the barbarians were impatient of the mildest and most salutary 
Jaws that curbed their passions, or violated their customs. They 
submitted with reluctance to the religious precepts of the Koran, 
the abstinence from wine, the fast of the Ramadan, and the daily 
repetition of five prayers; and the arms and tithes, which were 
collected for the treasury of Medina, could be distinguished only 
by a name from the payment of a perpetual. and ignominious trib­
ute. The example of Mahomet had excited a spirit of fanaticism 
or imposture, and sever~\l of his rivals presumed to imitate the 
conduct, and defy the authority, of the living prophet. At the 
head of the fugitives and a1J:l)iliaries, the first caliph was reduced 
to th.e cities of ~Iecca, Medina, and Tayef; and perhaps the 
Koreish would have restored the idols of the Caaba, if their levity 
had not been checked by a seasonable reproof. " Ye men of 
Mecca, will ye be the last to embrace, and the first to abandon, 
the religion of Islam '~" After exhorting the Moslems to confide 
in the aid of God and his apostle, Abubeker resolved, by a vigorous 
attack, to prevent the junction of the rebels. The women and 
children were safely lodged in the cavities of the' mountains: 
the warriors, marching under eleven banners, diffused the terror 
of their arms; and the appearance of a military force revived 
and confirmed the loyalty of the faithful. The inconstant tribes 
accepted, with humble repentance, the duties of prayer, and 
fasting, and alms; and, after some examples of success and se­
verity, the most daring apostates fell prostrate before the swol'd 
of the Lord and of ealed. In the fertile province of Yemanah, 1 

between the Red Sea and the Gulf of Persia, in a city not inferior 
to Medina itself, a powerful chief (his name was Moseilama) had 
assumed the character of a prophet, and the tribe uf Hanifa 
listened to his voice. A female prophetess * was attra(;C5'ed by his 
reputation; the decencies of words and actions were spurned by 
these fa.vorites of Heaven; 2 and they employed several days in 
mystic and amorous converse. An obscure sentence of his Koran, 
or book, is yet extant; 3 and in the pride of his mission, Mosei­
lama condescended to offer a partition of the earth. The proposal 

* This extraordinary woman was a Christian; she was at the head of a nnmerous 
and flourishing sect; Mosei/ama professed to recognize her inspiration. In a per
sonal interview he proposeq their marriage and the union of their sects. The han d 
some person, the impassioned eloquenct', and the arts of Moseilama, triumphe 
over the virtue of the prophetess, who was rejected with scorn by ber lover, and 
by her notorious unchastity lost her influence with her own rollower8. Gibbon, 
with that propensity too common, e8peci/lUy in his later volumes, has selected on11 
the gro~8er part of this singular adventnre.-M. 
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was answered by Mahomet with contempt; but the rapid prog­
ress of the impostor awakened the fears of his successor: forty 
thousand :Moslems were assembled uncer the standard of Oaled ; 
and the existence of their faith was resigned to the event of a 
decisive battle. * In the first action they were repulsed with the 
loss of twelve hu~dred men; but the skill and perseverance of 
their general prevailed : their defeat was avenged by the slaughtel 
~f ten thousand infidels; and Moseilama himself was pierced bJ 
an JEtlliopian slave with the same javelin which had mortally 
wounded the uncle of }Iahomet. The various rebels of Arabia, 
without a chief or a cause, were speedily suppressed by the power 
and discipline of the rising monarchy; and' the whole nation 
again professed, and more steadfastly held, the religion of the 
Koran. The ambition of the caliphs provided an immediate exer­
cise for the restless spirit of the Saracens: their valor was united 
in the prosecution of a holy war; and their enthusiasm was 
equully ~onfirmed by opposition and victory. 

FrolL. the rapid conquests of the Saracens a presumption will 
natura!!y a;'}se, that the caliphs t commanded in person the unnies 
of th(3 faithfnl, and sought the crown of martyrdom in the fore- _, 
most rank~ of the battle. The courage of Abubeker,4 Omar, {) and 
Othman, & had indeed been tried in the persecution and wars of 
the prophet; and the personal assurance of paradise must have 
taught them to despise tile pleasures and dangers of the present 
world. But they agcended the throne in a venerable or mature 
age; and esteemed the domestic cares of religion and justice the 
roost important duties of a sovereign. Except the presence of 
Dmar at the siege of Jerusalem, their longest expeditions were the 
lrequent pilgrimage from :l':Iedina to Mecca; and they calmly ro­
r.eived the tidings of victory as they prayed or preached before­
.he sepulchre of the propllet. The austere and frugal measure of 
iheir lives was the effect of virtue or habit, and the pride of their 
aimplicity insulted the vain magnificence of the kings of the earth. 
When Abubeker assumed the office of caliph, he enjoined his 
daughter Ayesha to take a strict account of his private patrimony, 
that it might be evident whether he were enriched or impover­
ished by the service of the state. He thongllt himself entitled to 
a stipend of three pieces of gold, with the sufficient maintenance 
of a single camel and a black slave; but on the Friday of each 
week he distributed the residue of his own and the public 
money, first to the most worthy, and then to the most indigent, 

'" Compare a long account of this battle in Price. p. 42.-M. 

t III Arabic, "successoCll." V. Hammer, G~~blc!lte Q~Assas. ~• .l!).. ~M. 
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of the Moslems. The remains of his wealth, a coarse garment, 
and five piecc8 of gl)ld, were delivered to his successor, who la­
mented wIth a modest sigh his own inability to equal such an ad­
mirable model. Yet the abstinence and humility of Omar were 
not inferior to the virtues of Abubeker: his food consisted of bar­
ley bread or dates; his drink was water; he preached in a gown 
that was torn or tattered in twelve places; and a Persian satrap, 
who paid his homage to the conqueror, found him asleep among 
the beggars on the steps of the mosch of Medina. Economy is 
the source of liberality, and the increase of the revenue enabled 
Omar to establish' a just and perpetual reward for the past and 
present services of the faithful. Careless of his own emolument, 
he assigned to Abbas, the uncle of the prophet, t he first and m,ost 
ample allowance of twenty-five thousand drachms or pieces of 
silver. Five thousand were allotted to each of the aged war­
riors, the relics of the field of Bedel'; and the last and meanest of 
the companions uf Mahomet was distinguished by the annual re­
ward of three thousand pieces. One thousand was the stipend 
of the veterans who had fought in the first battles against the 
Greeks and Persians; and the decreasing pay, as low as fifty 
pieces of silver, was adapted to the respective mJrit and seniority 
of tIle soldiers of Omar. Under his reign, and that of his prede­
cessor, the conquerors of the East were the trusty servants of God. 
and the people; the mass of the public treasure was consecrated 
to the expenses of peace and war; a prudent mixture of justice 
and bounty maintained the discipline of the Saracens, and ~hey 
united, by a rare felicitY"the despatch and execution of despotism 
with the equal and frugal maxims of a republican government. 
The heroic courage of Ali,' the consumm.lte prudence of Moawi­
yah,8 excited the emulation of their subjects; and the talents which 
had been exercised in the school of civil discord were more use­
fully applied to propagate the faith and dominion of the prophet. 
In the sloth and vanity of the palace of Damascus, the succeeding 
princes of the house of Ommiyah were alike destitute of the qual­
ifications of statesmen and of saints. 9 Yet the spoils of unknown 
nations were continually laid at the foot of their throne, and th3 
uniform ascent of the Arabian greatness must be ascribed to the 
spirit of the nation rather than the abilities of their chiefs. A 
large deduction must be allowed for the weakness of their enemies. 
The birth of Mahomet was fortunately placed in the most degen­
erate and disorderly period of the Persians, the Romans, and the 
barbarians of Europe: the empires of Trajan or even of Con~ 
itantine or Charlemagne, would have repelled the assault of the 
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naked Saracens, and the torrent of fanaticism might h ave been 
obscmcly lost in the sands of Arabia. 

In the victorious days of the Roman republic, it had been thQ 
aim of the senate to confine their councils and legions to a single 
war, and completely to suppress a first enemy before they pro­
voked the hostilities of a 'second. These timid maxims of pol­
icy were disdained by the magnanimity or enthusiasm of the 
Arabian caliphs. With the same vigor and success they invaded 
the successors of Augustus and thuse of Artaxerxes; and the 
rival monarchies at the same instant became the prey of an enemy 
w hom they had been so long accu::,tomed to despise. In the ten 
years Qf the administration of Omar, the Saracens reduced to his 
obedience thirty-six thousand cities or castles, destroyed four thou­
sand churches or temples of the unbelievers, and edified fourteen 
hundred moschs for the exercise of the religion of Mahomet. 
One hundred years after his flight from Mecca, the arms and the 
reign of his successors extended from India to the Atlantic Ocean, 
over the various and distant provinces, which may be comprised 
under the names of, I. Persia; II. Syria; III. Egypt; IV. Af­
rica; and V. Spain. Under this general division, I shall proceed 
to unfold these memorable transactions; despatching with brev­
ity the remote and less interesting conquests of the East, and reserv­
ing a fuller narrative for those domestic countries which had been 
included within the pale of the Roman empire. Yet I must ex­
cuse my own defects by a just complaint of the blindness and 
insufficiency of my guides. The Greeks, so loquacious in contr(>~ 
versy, have not been a'tlxious to celebrate the triumphs of their 
enemies. lo After a century of ignorance, the first annals of the 
Mussulmans were collected in a great measure from the voice of 
tradition. 11 Among the numerous productions of Arabic and 
Persian literature,12 our interpreters have selected the imperfect 
sketches of a more recent age. 13 The art and genius of history 
have ever been unknown to the Asiatics; If they are ignorant of 
the laws of criticism; and our monkish chronicles of the same 
period may be compared to their most popular works, which are 
never vivified by the spirit of philllsopllY ~nd freedom. The 
Orientall£lfra1"lJ of a Frenchman 15 would instruct the most learned 
mufti of the ,East; and perhaps the Arabs might not find in a 
siugle historian so clear and comprehensive a narrative of their 
own exploits as that which will be deduced in the ensuing sheets. 

I. In the first year of the first caliph, his lieutenant Cal ed, the 
Sword of God, and the scourge of tlle infidels, advanced to the 
banks of the Euphrates, and reduced the cities of Anhar and Hira. 
Westward of the ruins of Babylon, a tribe of sedentary Arabs had 
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fixed themselves on the verge of the desert; and _Hira was the 
seat of a race of kings who had embraced the Chri~tian religion, 
and reigned above six hundred years under the shadow of the 
throne of Persia. 16 The last of the Mondars *- was defeated and 
slain by Caled.; his son was sent a captive to Medina; his nobles 
bowed before the successor of the prophet; the people was 
temyted by the example and success of their countrymen; and 
the caliph accepted as the first-fruits of foreign conquest an annual 
tribute of seventy thousand pieces of gold. The conquerors, and 
even their historians, were astonished by the dawn of their future 
greatness: "In the same year," says Elmacin, "Caled fought 
many signal battles: an immense multitude of the infidels was 
slaughtered; and spoils infinite and innumerable were acquired 
by the victorious Moslems." 17 But the invincible Caled was soon 
transferred to the Syrian war: the invasion of the Persian frontier 
was conducted by]ess active or less prudent commanders: the 
Saracens were repulsed with.1oss in the passage of the Euphrates; 
and, though they chastised the insolent pursuit of the Magians, 
their remaining forces still hovered in the desert of Babylon. t 

The indignation and fears of the Persians suspended for a mo-­
ment their intestine divisions. By the unanimous sentence of the 
priests and nobles, their queen Arzema was deposed; the sixth of 
the transient usurpers, who had arisen and vanished in three or 
four years since the death of Chosroes, and the retreat of Heracv 
lius. Her tiara was placed' on the head of Yezdegerd, the grand· 
son of Ohosroes; and the same mra, which coincides with an 
astronomical period,18 has recorded the fall of the Sassanian dy­
nasty and the religion of Zoroaster. 19 The youth and inexperi­
ence of the prince (he was only fifteen years of age) declined a 
perilous encounter: the royal standard was delivered into the 
hands of his general Rustam; and a remnant of thirty thousand 
regular troops was swelled in truth, or in opinion, to one hundred 
and twenty thousand subjects, or allies, of the great king. The 
Moslems, whose numbers were re-enforced from twelve to thirty 
thousand, had pitched their camp in the plains-of Oadesia : 20 and 
their line, though it consisted of fewer men, could produce more 
8oldiers, than the unwieldy host of the infidels. I shall here ob­
serve, what I must often repeat, that the chu.rge of the Arabs was 
not, like that of the Greeks and Romans, the effort of a firm and 
compact infantry: their military force was chiefly formed of caY'~ 
aIry and archers; and the engagement, which was often inter­

-. Eichhorn and Silvestre de Sacy have written on the obscure history of the 
Mondars.-M. 

t Compare throughout, Malcolm, vol. ii. p. 136.-M. 
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ru,Pt(ld and often renew~d by single com?~ts find flying skirmishes, 
mIght be protracted wIthout any decIsIve event to the continu­
ance of several days. The periods of the battle of Cadesia were 
distinguished by their peculiar appellations. The first, from the 
well-timed appearance of six thousand of the Syrian brethren, was 
denominated the day of succor. The day of concussion might ex­
press the disorder of one, or perhaps of both, of -the contending 
armies. The third, a nocturnal tumult, received the whimsical 
name of the night of barking, from the discordant clamors; which 
were compared to the inarticulate sounds of the fiercest aRimals. 
The morning of the succeeding day * determined the fate of Per­
sia; and a seasonable whirlwind drove a cloud of dust a,g-ainst 
the faces of the unbelievers. The clangor of arms was re-echoed 
to -the tent of Rustam, who, far unlike tho ancient hero of his 
name, was gently reclining in a cool and tranquil shade, amidst 
t~e baggage of his camp, and the train of l mules that were laden 
WIth gold and silver. On the sound of danger, he started from 
his conch; but his flight was overtaken by a valiant Arab, who 
caught him by the foot, struck off his head, hoisted it on a lance, 
and instantly returning to the field of battle, carried slaughter and 
dismay among the thickest ranks of the Persians. The Saracens 
confess a loss of ~even thousand five bundred men; t and the 
battle of Cadesia is justly described by the epithets of obstinate 
and atrocious. 21 The standard of the monarchy was overthrown 
and captured in the field-a leathern apron of a blacksmith, who. 
in ancient times, had arisen the deliverer of Persia; but this 
badge of heroic poverty was disguised, and almost concealed, by 
a profusion of precious gems. 22 After this victory, the wealthy 
province of Irak, or Assyria, submitted to the caliph, and his con­
quests were firmly established by the speedy foundation of Bas­
sora,23 a place which ever commands the trade and navigation of 
the Persians. At the distance of fourscore miles from the Gulf, 
!he Euphrates and Tigris unite in a broad and direc~ current, which 
IS aptly styled the river of the Arabs! ,In the mIdway, between 
the junction and the mouth of these famous streams, the new set­
tlement was planted on the western bank: ~he first colony w.as 
composed of eight hundred Moslems; but the mfluence of the SIt­
uation soon reared a flourishing and populous capital. The air, 
though excessively hot, is pure and healthy: the meadows are 

* The day of cormorants, or according to Imo~h('r rpnding... the day. of re-enforce­
Jnents. It was the niaht whiCh was called the mght of ~narlmg:. PrICe,p. 114.-M. 

t According to Malcolm'l! anthorities, only three thousand; Dut.1!-e adds, .. This 
is the report of Mahomedan historilms, who have a~¥reat dispOSition to the won­
dertulln relating the fift!t actIons of the faUhful." vol. i p. 139.-M. 
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filled with p3]m·t!'ecs and catt1e; and one of the adjacent valleys 
has been celebrated among the four paradises or gardens of Asia. 
Under the first caliphs the jurisdiction of this Arabian colony ex­
tended over the southern pro7inces of Persia: the city has been 
sanctified by the tombs of the companions and martyrs; and the 
vessels of Europe still frequent the port of Bassora, as a convenient 
station and passage of the Indian trade. 

After the defeat of Cadesia, a country inters(::cted by rivers and 
canals might have opposed an insuperable barrier to the victori­
ous cavalry; and the walls of Ctesiphon or Madayn, which had 
resisted the battering-rams of the Romans, would not have yielded 
to the darts of the Saracens. But the flying Persians were over­
come by the belief, that the last day of their religion and empire 
was at hand; the strongest posts were abandoned by treachery or 
cowardice; and the king, with a part of his family and treasures, 
escaped to HoI wan, at the foot of the Median hills. In the third 
month after the battle, Said, the lieutenant of Omar, passed the 
Tigris without opposition; the capital was taken by assault, and 
the disorderly resistance of the people gave a keener edge to the 
sabres of the Moslems, who ~houted with religious transport, 
" This is, the white palace of Chosroes ; this is the promise of the 
apostle of God I" The naked robbers of the desert were sud­
denly enriched beyond the measure of their hope or knowledge. 
Each chamber revealed a new treasure secreted with art, or osten­
tatiously displayed; the gold and silver, the various wardrobes 
and precious furniture surpassed (says Abulfeda) the estimate of 
fancy or numbers; and another histOl'ian defines the untold and 
almost infinite mass, by the fabulous computation of three thou­
sands of thousands of thousands of pieces of gold.~· Some mi­
nute though curious facts represent the contrast of riches and 
ignorance. From the remote islands of the Indian Ocean a 
large provision of camphire 2~ had been imported, wlIich is em­
ployed with a mixture of wax to illuminate the palaces of the 
East. Strangers to the name and properties of that odoriferous 
gum, the Saracens, mista.k.ing it for salt, iningled the cam­
}>hire in their breads m.1Q were astoni~hed at the bitterness of 
the taste. One of the apartments of the palace was decorated 
with a carpet of silk, sixty cubits in . length, and as many in 
breadth: a paradise or garden was depictured on the ground: the 
flowers, fruits, and shrubs, were imitated by the figures of the 
gold embroidery, and the colors of the precious stones; and the am­
ple s<iullre was encircled by a variegated and verdant border.?!' 

* Compare Price, p. 122.-M. 
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The Arabian general persuaded his soldiers to relinquish their 
claim, in the reasonable hope that the eyes of the caliph would be 
delighted with the spendid workmanship of nature and industry. 
Regardless of the merit of art, and the pomp of royalty, the rigid 
Omar divided the prize among his brethren of Medina : the picture 
was destroyed; but such was the intrinsic value of the materialsr 
that the share of Ali alone was sold for twenty thousand dracllms. 
A. mule that carried away the tilira and cuirass, the belt and brace­
lets of Chosroes, was overtaken by the pursuers; the gorgeous 
trophy was presented to the commander of the faithful j and the 
gravest of the companions condescended to smile when they be­
held the white beard, the hairy arms, and uncouth figure of the 
veteran, who was invested with the spoils of the Great King. 28 

The sack of Ctesiphon was followed by its desertion and gradual 
decay. The Saracens disliked the air and situation of the place, 
and Omar was advised by his general to remove the seat of govern­
ment to the western side of the Euphrates. In every age, the 
foundation and ruin of the Assyrian cities has been easy and 
rapid: the country is destitute of stone and Hmber; and the most 
solid structures 21 are composed of bricks baked in the sun, and 
joined by a cement of the native bitumen. The name of Cufa 28 

describes a habitation of reeds and earth; but the importance of 
the new capital was supported by the numbers, wealth, and 
spirit, of a colony of veterans; and their licentiousness was in­
dulged by the wisest caliphs, who were apprehensive of provok­
ing the revolt of a hundred thousand swords: "Ye men of Cufa, " 
said Ali, who solicited their aid, "you have been always conspic­
uous by your valor. You conquered the Persian king and scat­
tered his forces, till you had taken possession of his inheritance. " 
This mighty conquest was achieved by the battles of Jalula and 
Nehavend. After the loss of the former, Yezdegerd ficd from 
Rolwan, and concealed his shame and despair in the mountains 
of Farsistan, from whence Cyrus had descended with his equal 
and valiant companions. The courage of the nation survived that 
of the monarch.: among the hills to the south of Ecbatana 01 
Ramadan, one hundred and fifty thousand Persians made a tllird 
and final stand for their religion and country; and the decisive 
battle of Nehavend was l;tyled by the Arabs tIle victory of vic­
~ories. If it be true that tIle fiying general of tIle Persians was 
stopped and overtaken in a crowd of mules and camels laden 
witll honey, the incident, however slight or singular, will denote 
tIle luxurious impediments of an Oriental army. 29 

The geography of -Persia is darkly delineated by the Greeks 
and Latins; but the most illustl'ious of her cities appear to be 
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more ancient than the invasion of the Arabs. By the reduction 
of Ramadan and Ispahan, of Cas win, Tauris, and Rei, they grad­
l'ally approached the shores of the Caspian Sea j and the orators 
('f Mecca might applaud the success and spirit of the faithful, 
vho had already lost sight of the northern ~ear, and had almost 
n-anscended the bounds of the habitable world. 30 Again turning 
towards the Yvest and the Roman empire, they repassed the Ti­
~ris over the bridge of Mosul, and, in the captive provinces of 
Armenia and Mesopotamia, embraced their victorious brethren of 
the Syrian army. From the palace of Madayn their Eastern prog­
ress was not le::ls rapid or extensive. They advanced along the 
Tigris and the Gulf; penetrated through the passes of the ml)un­
bins into the valley of Estachar or Persepolis, and profaned the 
last sanctuary of the l\lagian empire. The grandson of Chosroes 
was nearly surprised among the falling columns and mutilated 
:figures; a sad emblem of the past and present fortune. of Persia: 31 

he fled with accelerated haste over the desert of Kirman, im­
plored the aid of the warlike Segestans, and sought an humble 
refuge on the verge of the Turkish and Chinese power. But a 
victorious army is insensible of fatigue: the Arabs divided their 
forces in the pursuit of a timorous enemy; and the caliph Oth­
man promised the government of Chorasan to the first general 
who should enter that large and populous country, the kingdom 
of the ancient Bactrians. The condition was accepted; the 
prize was deserved; the standard of :Mahomet was planted on the 
walls of Herat, Merou, and Balch; and the successful leader nei­
ther halted nor reposed till his foaming cavalry had tasted the 
waters of the Oxus. In the public anarchy, thc independent gov­
ernors of the cities and castles obtained their separate capitula­
tions : the terms were granted or imposed by the esteem, the pru­
dence, or the compassion, of the victors; and a simple profession 
of faith established the distinction between a brother and a slave. 
After a noble defence, Rarmozan, the prince or satrap of Ahwaz 
aud Susa, was compelled to surrender his person and his state to 
the discretion of the caliph; and their interview exhibits a por­
trait of the Arabian manners. In the presence, and by the com­
mand, of Omar, the gay barbarian was despoiled of his silken 
robes embroidered with gold, and of his tiara bedecked with ru­
bies and emeralds: "Are you now sensible," said the conqueror 
to his naked captive; "are you now sensible of tllC judgment of 
God, and of the different rewards of infidelity and obedience?" 
" Alas!" replied Harmozan, "I feel them too deeply. In the 
days of our common ignorance, we fought with the weapons of 
the flesh, and my nation was superior. God was then neuter'. 
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since he has espoused your quarrel, you have subverted our king­
dom and religion." Oppressed by this painful dialogue, the Per­
sian complained of intolerable thirst, but discovered some appre­
hension lest he should be killed whilst he was drinking a cup of 
water. "Be of good courage," said the caliph; "your life is 
~afe till you have drunk this water:" the crafty satrap accepted 
the assurance, and instantly dashed the vase against the ground. 
Omar would have avenged the deceit, but his companions repre­
~ented the sanctity of an oath; and the speedy conversion of 
Harmozan entitled him not only to a free pardon, but even to a 
stipend of two thousand pieces of gold. The administration of 
Persia was regulated by an actual survey of the people, the cat­
tle, and the fruits of the earth; 32 and this monument, which at­
tests the vigilance of the caliphs, might have instructed the phi­
losophers of ev.ery age. 33 

The flight of Yezdegerd had carried him beyond the Oxus, and 
as far as the Jaxartes, two rivers U of ancient and modern renown, 
which descend from the mountains of India towards the Caspian 
Sea. He was hospitably entertained by Tarkhan, prince of Far­
gana,36 a fertile province on the J axarles : the king of Samar­
cand, with the Turkish tribes of Sogdiana and Scythia, were 
moved by tIle lamentations and promises of the fallen monarch; 
and he. solicited, by a suppliant embasgy, the more solid and pow­
erful friendship of the emperor of China. 36 The virtuous Tait­
song,31 the first of the dynasty of the Tang, may be justly com­
pared with the Antonines of Rome: his people enjoyed the bless­
ings of prosperity and peace; and his dominion was acknowl­
edged by forty-four hordes of the barbal·jans of Tartary. His 
last garrisons of Cashgar and Khoten maintained a frequent inter­
course with their neighbors of the Jaxartes and Oxus; a recent 
colony of Persians had introduced into China the astronomy of 
the :Magi ; and Taitsong might be alarmed by the rapid progress 
and dangerous vicinity of the Arabs. The influence, and perhaps 
the supplies, of China revived the hOlles of Yezdegerd and the 
zeal of the' worshippers of fire; and he returned with an army of 
Turks to conquer the inheritance of his fathers. The fortunate 
Moslems, ,vithout unsheathing their swords, were the spectators 
of his ruin and death. The grandson of Chosroes was betrayed 
by his servant, insulted by the seditious inhabitants of Merou, 
and oppressed, defeated, and pursued by his barbarian allies. 
He reached the banks of a river, and offered his lings and bracelets 
for an instant passage in a miller's boat. Ignorant or insensible 
of royal distress, the rustic replied, that four drachma of silve! 
were the daily profit of his mill, and that he would not suspend 
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his work unless the loss were repaid. In this moment of hesitation 
and delay, the last of the SaRsanian kings .was overtaken and 
slaughtered by the Turkish cavalry, in the nineteenth year of his 
unhappy reign. 38 * His son Firuz, an humble client of the Chinese 
emperor, accepted the station of captain of his guards; and the 
Magian worship was long preserved by a colony of loyal exiles in 
the province of Bucharia. t His grandson inherited the regal 
name; but after a faint and fruitless enterprise, he returned to 
China, and ended his days in the palace of Sigan. The male line 
of the Sassanides was extinct; but the female captives, the 
daughters of Persia, were given to the conquerors in servitude, 
or marriage; and the race of the caliphs and imams was en­
nobled by the blood of their royal mothers. 39 

After the fall of thc Persian kingdom, the River Oxus divided 
the territories of the Saracens anel of the Turns. This narrow 
boundary was soon overleaped by the spirit of the Arabs; the 
governors of Chorasan extended their successive inroads; and 
one of their triumphs was adorned with the buskin of a Turkish 
queen, which she dropped in her precipitate flight beyond the 
hills of Bochara. 40 But the final conquest of Transoxiana," as 
well as of Spain, was reserved for the glorious reign of the inactive 
Walid; and. the name of Catibah, the camel-driver, declares the 
origin and merit of his successful lieutenant. While one of his 
colleagues displayed the first }fahometan banner on the banks of 
the InduR, the spacious regions between the Oxus, the Jaxartes, 
and the Caspian Sea, were reduced by the arms of Catibah to the 
obedience of the prophet and of the caliph. U A tribute of two 
millions of pieces of gold was imposed on the infidels; their idols 
were burnt or broken; the Mussulman chief pronounced a ser­
mon in the new mosch of Carizme; after several battles, the Turk­
ish hordes were driven back to the desert; and the emperors of 
China solicited the friendship of the victorious Arabs. To their 
industry, the prosperit.yof the province, the Sogdiana of the an­
cients, may in a great measure be ascribed ; bu\. the advantages of 
the SOlI and climate had been understood and cultivated since the 
reign of the Macedanian kings. Before the invasion of the Bara~ 
cens, Carizme, Bochara, and Samarcand were rich and populous 

* The account of Yezdcgerd's dt'sth in the Habeib 'usseyr and Rouzut nzzuffa 
(Price, p. 162) is much more probahle. On the demand of the few dhircms, he of· 
fered to the miller his sword, and royal girdle, of inestimable v.llue. This awok~ 
the cupidity of the miller, who murdered him, nnd threw the body into thestrealll. 
-Y. ' 

t Firouz died leaving a son called Ni-ni·cha by the Chinese, probably Narse6 
Yezdegerd had two sons, Firouz and Bahram. St. Martin, vol. Xl. p. aIS.-H. 
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nnder the yoke of the shepherds of the north.* These cities were 
surrounded with a double waH; and the exterior fortification; of 
a larger circumference, enclosed the fields and gardens of the 
adjacent district. The mutual wants of India and Europe were 
supplied by the diligence of the Sogdian merchants; and the in­
estimable art uf transforming linen into paper has been dilIused 
from the manufacture of Samarcand over the western world. U 

II. No sooner had Abubeker restored the unity of faith and 
government, than he despatched a circular letter to the Arabian 
trihes. "In the name of tIle most merciful God, to the rest of the 
true believers. Health and happiness, and the mercy and bless· 
ing of God, be upon you. I praise the most high God, and I 
pray for his prophet 1\Iahomet. This is to acquaint you, that I' 
intend to send the true believers into Syria U to take it out of the 
hands of the infidels. And I would have you know, that the 
fighting for religion is an act of obedience to God." His messen· 
gers returned with the tidings of pious and martial ardor which 
they had kindled in every province; and the camp of :Medina was 
successively filled with the intrepid bands of the Saracens, who 
panted for action, complained of the heat of the season and the 
scarcity of provisions, and accused with impatient murmurs the 
delays of th~ caliph. As soon as their numbers were complete. 
Abubeker ascended the hill. reviewed the men, the horses, and 
the arms, and poured forth a fervent prayer for the success of 
thcir undertaking. In person, and on foot, he accompanied the 
first day's march; and when the blushing leaders attempted to 
dismount, the caliph removed their scruples by a declaration, that 
those who rode, and those who walked, in the service of religion, 
were equaUy meritorious. His instructions (5 to the chiefs of the 
Syrian army were inspired by the warlike fanaticism which ad­
vances to seize, and aff~8ts to despise, the objects of earthly am· 
bition. "Remember," said the successor of the prophet, "that 
you are always in the presence of God, on the verge of deaHI,. in 
the assurance of judgment, and the hope of paradise. Avoid in· 
justice and oppression, consult with your brethren, and study to 
preserve the love and confidence of your troops. When you fight 
the battles of the Lord, acquit yourselves like men, without turn­
ing your backs; but let not your victory be stained with the 
blood of women or children. Destroy no palm-trees, nor burn 
any fields of corn. Cut down no fruit.trees, nor do any mischief 

• The mannscript Arabian and Persian writers in the royal library contain very 
circumstantial details on the contest between lhe Persians and Arabians. M. st. 
Martin declined this addition to the work of Lc Beau, as extending to too great
length. St. Martin, vol. xi. p. 32O.-lL 
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to cattle, only such as you kill to eat. When you make any cov­
enant or article, stand to it, and be as good as your word. As 
you go on, you will find some religious persons who live retired 
in monasteriea, and propose to themselves to serve God that way: 
let them alone, and neither kill them nor destroy their monastc­
ries-=46 And you will find another sort of people, that belong to 
the synagogue of Satan, who have shaven crowns j 47 be sure you 
cleave their skulls, and give them no quarter till they either turn 
Mahometans or pay tribute." All profane or frivolous conversa­
tion, all dangerous recollection of ancient quarrels, was severely 
prohibited among the Arabs: in the tumult of a camp, the exer~ 
cises of religion were assiduously practised j and the mtervals of 
action were employed in prayer, meditation, and the study of the 
Koran. The abuse, or even the use, of wine was chastised by 
fourscore strokes on the soles of the feet, and in the fervor of 
their primitive zeal, many secret sinners revealed their fault, and 
solicited their punishment. After some hesitation, the command 
of the Syrian army was delegated to Abu Obeidah, one of the 
fugitives of Mecca, -and companions of Mahomet j whose zeal and 
devotion were assuaged, without being abated, by the singular 
mildness and benevolence of his temper. But in all the emer­
gencies of war, the soldiers demanded_ the superi.or genius of 
CaJed j and whoEWer might be the choice of the prince, the Sword 
of God was both in fact and fame the foremost leader of the Sar­
acens. He obeyed without reluctance; * he was consulted with­
out jealousy; and such was the spirit of the man, or rather of the 
times, that Ouled professed -his readiness to serve under the ban­

. ner of the faith, though it were in the hands of a child or an en­
emy. Glory, and riches, and dominion, were indeed promised to 
the victorious Mussulman j but he was carefully instructed r that 
if the goods of this life were_ his only incitement, they likewise 
would be his only reward. 

One of the fifteen provinces of Syria, the cultivated lands to 
the eastward of the Jordan, had been deeorated by Roman vanlty 
with the name of Arabia; 48 anti the first arms of the Saraecns 
were jUl'ltified by the semblance of a national right. The country 
was enriched by the various benefits of trade j by the vigilance of 
the emperors it was covered with a line of forts; and the popu­
lous cities of Gerasa, Philadelphia, and Bosra,49 were securc, at 
least from a surprise, by the solid structure of their walls. The 
last of these cities was the eighteenth station from l\Iedina : the 
road was familiar to the caravans of Hejaz and lrak, who annu' 

• Compare Price, p. OO.-M. 
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ally visited this plenteous market of the province and the desert: 
the perpetual jealousy of the Arabs had trained the inhabitants 
to arms; and twelve thousand horse could sally from the gates of 
Bosra, an appellation which signifies, in the ~yriac language, a 
strong tower of defence. Encourageu by tneir first success 
aguinst the open towns and flying parties of the borders, a de­
tachment of four thousand :Moslems presumed to summon and at­
tack the fortress of Bosra. They were oppressed by the numbers 
of the Syrians; they were saved by the presence of Caled, with 
fifteen hundred horse: he blamed the enterprise, restored the 
battle, and rescued his friend, the venerable Serjabil, who had 
vaiuly invoked the unity of God and the promises of the apostle. 
After a short repose, the Moslems performed their ablutions with 
sand instead of water; flO and the morning prayer was recited by 
Caled before they mounted on horseback. Confident in- their 
strength, the people of Bosra threw open their gates, drew their 
forces into the plain, and ~wore to die in the defence of their re­
ligion. But a religion of peace was incapable of withstanding 
the fanatic cry of "Fight, fight! Paradise, paradise !" that re­
echoed in the ranks' of the Saracens; and the uproar of the 
town, the ringing of bells. 61 and the exclamations of the priests 
and monks increased the dismay and disorder of the Christians. 
With the loss of two hundred and thirty men, the Arabs remained 
masters of the field~ ana the ramparts of Bosra, in expectation 
of human or divine uid, were crowded with holy crosses and con­
secrated banners. The governor RomalAls had recommended un 
early submission: despised by the people, and degraded from his 
office, he still retained the desire and opportunit~7 of revenge. In 
a nocturnal interview, he informed the enemy of a subterraneous 
passage from his house under the wall of the city ; the son of the 
caliph, with a hundred volunteers, were committed to the faith 
of this new ally, and their successful intrepidity gave an easyen­
trance to their companions. After Caled had imposed the terms 
of servitude and tribute, the apostate or convert avowed in the as­
sembly of the people his meritorious treason: "I renounce your 
society," said Romanus, "both in this world and the world to 
Come. _ And I deny him that was crucified, and whosoever wor­
ships him. And I choose God for my Lord, Islam for my faith, 
Mecca for my temple, the Moslems for my brethren, and Mahomet 
for my prophet 1 who was sent to lead us into the right way, and 
t~ exalt the true religion in spite of those who join partners with 
God. " 

The conquest of Bosra, four days' journey from Damascus, r.2 

encouraged the Arabs to besiege the ancient capital of Syria. &3 

http:bells.61
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At some distance from the walls, they encamped among the groveel 
and fountains of that delicious territory, 04 and the usual option 
of the .Mahometan faith, of tribute or of war, was proposed to the 
resolute citizens, who had been lately strengthened by a re­
enforcement of five thousand Greeks. In the decline, as in the 
infancy, of the military art, a hostile defiance was frequently 
offered and accepted by the generals themselves: Sf> many a lance 
was shivered in the plain of Damascus, and the personal prowess 
of Caled was signalized in the first sally of the besieged. After 
an obstinate combat, he had overthrown and made prisoner one of 
the Christian leaders, a stout and worthy antagonist. He' in­
stantly mounted a fresh borse, the gift of the governor of Palmyra, 
and pushed forwards to the front of the battle. ,. Repose your­
self for a moment," said his friend Derar, "and permit me to 
supply your place: you are fatigued with fighting with this dog. " 
"0 Demr !" replied the indefatigable Saracen, "we shall rest 
in the world to come. He that labors to-day shall rest to-mor­
row. " With the same unabated ardor, Caled answered, encoun­
tered, and vanquished a second champion; and the heads of his 
two captives, who refused to abandon their religion, were indig­
nantly hurled into the midst of the city. The event of some gen­
eral and partial actions reduced the Damascenes to a closer de­
fence: but a messenger, whom they dropped from the walls, re­
turned with the promise of speedy and powerful succor, and their 
tumuituous joy conveyed the intelligence to the camp of the 
Arabs.. After some debate, it was resolved by the generals to 
raise, or rather to suspend, the siege of Damascus, till they had 
given battle to the forces of the emperor. In the retreat, Caled 

. would have chosen the more perilous station of the rear-guard; 
. he modestly yielded to the wishes of Abu Obeidah. But in the 

hour of danger he flew to the rescue of his companion, who was 
rudely pressed by a sally of six thousand horse an~ ten thousand 
foot, ami few among the Christians could reIat(to at Damascus the 
circumstances_of their defeat. The importance of the contest re­
quired th" junction of the Saracens, who were dispersed on the 
frontiers of Syria and Palestine; and I shall transcribe one 
of the circular mandates which was addressed to Amrou, the 
future conqueror of Egypt. "In the name of the most mer­
ciful Q.od: from Caled to Amrou, health and happiness. Kno~ 
that thy brethren the Moslems design to march to Aiznadin, 
where there is an army of seventy thousand Greeks, who purpose 
to come against us, that they may extinguish the light of' God with 
their moutlts; but God presel''Deth his light in spite of' the infidels. U 

As soon therefore as this letter of mine shall be delivered to thy 
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hands, come with those that are with thee to Aiznaditl, where 
thou shalt find us, if it please the most high God." The summons 
was cheerfully obeyed, and the forty-five thousand :Moslems who 
met on the same day, on the same spot, ascribed to the blessing of 
Providence the effects of their activity and zeal. 

About four years after the triumphs of the Persian war, the re­
pose of Heraclius and the empire was again disturbed by a new 
enemy, the power of whose religion was more strongly felt, than 
it was clearly understood, by the Christians of the East. In his 
palace of Constantinople or Antioch, he was awakened by the in­
vasion of Syria, the loss of Basra, and the danger of Damascus. * 
An army of seventy thousand veterans, or new levies, was assembled 
at Hems or Emesa, under the command of his general Werdan : 61 

and these troops, consisting chiefly of cavalry, might be indiffer­
ently styled .either Syrians, or Greeks, or Romans: Syrians, from 
the place of their birth or warfare; Greeks, from the religion and 
language of their sovereign; and Romans, from the proud appella­
tion which was still profaned by the successors of Constantine. 
On the plain of Aiznadin, as Werdan rode on a white mule deco­
rated with gold chains, and surrourrded with ensigns and stand­
ards, he was surprised by the near approach of a fierce and naked 
warrior, who had undertaken to view the state of the enemy. 
The adventurous valor of Derar was inspired, and has perhaps 
been adorned, by the enthusiasm of his age and country. The 
hatred of the Christians, the love of spoil, and the contempt of 
danger, were the ruling passions of the audacious Saracen; and 
the prospect of instant dea.th could never shake his religious con­
fidence, or ruffle the calmness of his resolution, or even suspend 
the frank and martial pleasantry of his humor. In the most hope­
less enterprises, he was bold, and prudent, and fortunate: after 
innumerable hazards, after being thrice a prisoner in the hands of 
the infidels, he still survived to relate the achievements, and to 
enjoy the rewards, of the Syrian conquest. On this occasion, his 
single lance maintained a flying fight against thirty Romans, who 
Were detached by Werdan; and, after killing or unhorsing seven­
teen of their number, Derar returned in safety to his applauding 
brethren. When his rashness was mildly censured by the gen­
eral, he excused himself with the simplicity of a soldier. "Nay," 
said Derar, "I did not begin first : but they came out to take 
me, and I was afraid that God should see me turn my back: and 
indeed I fought in good earnest, and without doubt God assisted 

.. It is difficu1t here to reconci1e the Persian authorities of Major Price with the 
Arabian writers consulted by Gibbon. 
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me against them j and had I not been apprehensive of disobeying 
your orders, I should not have come away as I ~id; and I per­
ceive alr~ady that they will fall into our hands. " In the presence 
of both armies, a venerable Greek advanced from the ranks with 
a liberal offer of peace; and the departure of the Saracens would 
have becn purchased by a gift to each sol diM", of a turban, a robe, 
and a piece of gold; ten robes and a hundred pieces to their lead­
er; one hundred robes and a thousand pieces to the caliph. A 
9mile of indignation expressed the refusal of Caled. " Ye Chris­
tian dogs, you know your option; the Koran, the tribute, ·or the 
sword. We are a people whose delight is in war, rather than in 
peace: and we despise·your pitiful alms,. since we shall be speed­
ily masters of your wealth, your families, and your persons." 
Notwithstanding this apparent disdain, he was deeply conscious 
of the public danger: those who had been in Persia, and had seen 
the armies of Chosroes, confessed that they never beheld a more 
formidable array. From the superiority of the enemy, the artful 
Saracen derived a fresh incentive of courage: "You see before 
you," said he, "the united force of the Romans; you cannot 
hope to escape, but you may conquer Syria in a single day. The 
event depends on your discipline and patience. Reserve your­
selves till the evening. It was in the evening that the Proplu·t 
was accustomed to vanquish. " During two 8ucce!lsive engo ge­
ments, his temperate firmness sustained the dints of the enemy, 
and the murmurs of his troops. At lengt~, when the spirits and 
quivers of the adverse line were almost exhausted, Cnled gave the 
signal of onset and victory. The remajns of the Imperial army 
fled to Antioch, or Cresarea, or Damascus; and the death of four 
hundred and seventy :Moslems was compensated by the opinion 
that they had sent to hell above fifty thousand of the infidels. 
The spoil was inestimable; many banners and crosses of gold and 
silver, precious stones, silver and gold chains, and innumerable 
suits of the richest armor and apparel. The general distribution 
was postponed till Damascus should be taken;. but the seasonable 
supply of arms became the instrument of new victories. The 
glorious intelligence was transmitted to the throne of the caliph; 
and the Arabian tribes, the coldest or most hostile to the proph­
et's mission, were ·eager and importunate to share the harvest of 
Syria. 

The sad tidings were carried to Damascus by the speed of grief 
and terror; and the inhabitants beheld from their walls the re­
turn of the heroes of Aiznadin. Amrou led the van at the heae! 
of nine thousand horse: the bands of the Saracens succeeded euch 
other in formidable review; and the rear was closed by Caled in 
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person, with the standard of the black eagle. To the activity or 
Derar he intrusted the commission of patrolling round tIle city 
with two thousand horse, of scouring the plain, and of intercept­
ing all succor or mtelligence. The rest of the Arab:an chiefs 
were fixed in their respective stations before the seven gates of 
Damascus; and the siege was renewed with fresh vigor and con­
fidence. The art, the labor, the military engines, of the Greeks 
and Romans are seldom to be found in the simple, though RUC­

cessful, operatIOns of the Saracens: it was suffiCIent for them to 
invest a city with arms, rather than with trenches; to repel the 
sallies of the besieged; to attempt a stratagem or an assault; or 
to expect the progress of famine and discontent. Damascus 
would have acquiesced in the trial of Aiznadin. as a final and 
peremptory sentence between the emperor and the caliph: her 
courage was rekindled by the example and authority of Thomas, 
a noble Greek, illustrious in a private condition by the alliance of 
Reraclius. 68 The tumult and illumination of the night pro­
claimed the design of the mormng sally; and the Christian hero, 
who affected to despise the enthusiasm of the Arabs, employed 
the resource of a similar superstition. At the principal gate, in 
the sight of both armies, a lofty crucifix was erected; the 
bishop, with his clergy, accompanied the march, and laid the vol­
ume of the New Testament before the image of J esUB; and the 
contending parties were scandalized or edified by a prayer that 
the Son of God would defend his servants and vindicate his truth. 
The battle raged with incessant fury; and the dexterIty of Thom­
as, ~9 an incomparable archer, wa:::! fatal to the boldest Saracens, 
till their death was revenged by a female heroine. The wife of 
Aban, who had followed him to the holy war, embraced her ex­
piring husband. "Happy," said she, " happy art thou, my dear: 
thou art gone to thy Lord, who first joined us together, and then 
parted us asunder. I will revenge thy death, and endeavor to the 
utmost of my power to come to the place where thou art, because 
I love thee. Henceforth shall no man ever touch me more, for I 
have dedicated myself to the service of God." Without a groan, 
without a tear, she washed the corpse of her husband, and buried 
him with the usual rites. Then grasping the manly weapons, 
which in her native land she was accustomed to wield, the intrep­
id widow of A.ban sought the place where Ilis murderer fought 
in the thickest of the battle. Rer first arrow pierced the hand of 
his standard-bearer; her second wounded Thomas in the eye; 
and the fainting Christians no longer beheld their ensign or their 
leader. Yct the generous champion of Damascus refused to with­
draw to his palace: his wound was dressed on the rampart j the 
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fight was continued till the evening; and the Syrians rested on 
their arms. .In the silence of the night, the signal was given by a 
stroke on the great bell; the gates wp,re thrown open, and each 
gate discharged an impetuous column on the sleeping camp of the 
Saracens. Caled was the first in arms: at the head of four hUD­
dred horse he flew to the post of danger, and the tears trickled 
down his iron cheeks, as he uttered a fervent ejaculation: "0 
God, who never sleepest, look upon thy servants, and do not de­
liver them into the hands of their enemies." The valor and vic­
tory of Thomas were arrested by the presence of the BlOord 0/ God/ 
with the knowledge of the peril, the :Moslems recovered their 
ranks, and charged the assailants in the flank and rear.. After 
the 10s8 of thousands, the Christian general retreated with a sigh 
of despair, and the pursuit of the Saracens was checked by the 
military engines of the rampart. 

After a siege of seventy days,60 the patience, and perhaps the 
provisions, of the Da.mascenes were exhausted; and the brave~t 
of their chiefs submitted to the hard dictates of necessitv. In the 
occurrences of peace and war, they had been taught to ~dread the 
fierceness of Caled, and to rever{} the mild virtues of Abu Obei­
dah. At, the hour of midnight, one hundred chosen deputies of 
the clergy and people were introduced to the tent of that venera­
ble commander. He received and dismissed them with courtesy. 
They returned with a written agreement, on the faith of a com­
panion of ~Iahomet, that all hostilities should cease; that the vol­
untary emigrants might depart in safety, with as much as they 
could .carry away of their effects; and that the tributary subjects 
of the caliph should enjoy their lands and houses, with the use 
and possession of seven churches. On these terms, the most re­
spectable hostages, and the gate nearest to his camp, were de­
livered into his hands: his soldier3 imitated the moderation of 
their chief; and he enjoyed the submissive gratitude of a people 
whom he had rescued from destruction. But the success of the 
treaty had relaxed their vigilance, and in the same moment the 
opposite quarter of the city was' betrayed and taken by assault. 
A party of a hundred Arabs had opened the eastern gate to a 
more inexorable foe. "No quarter," cried the rapacious and 
sanguinary Caled, "no quarter to the enemies of the Lord:" his 
trumpets sounded, and a torrent, of Christian blood was poured 
down the streets of Damascus. When he reached the church of 
St. Mary, he was astonished and. provoked by the peaceful aspect 
of his companions; their swords were in the scabbard, and they 
were surrounded by a multitude of priests and monks. Abu Obei· 
dah saluted the general: "Got.l," said he, "has delivered the city 
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into my hands by way of surrender, and has saved the believers 
the trouble of fighting." "And am I not," replied the indig­
nant Caled, "am I not the lieutenant of the commander of the 
faithful? Have I not taken the city by storm? The unbelievers 
shall perish by the sword. Fall on." The hungry and cruel 
Arabs would have obeyed the welcome command j anB. Damascus 
was lost, if the benevolence of Abu Obeidab. had not been sup­
ported by a decent and dignified firmness. Throwing himself be­
tween the trembling citizens and the most eager of the barba­
rians, he adjured them, by the holy name of God, to respect his 
promise, to suspend their fury, and to wait the determination of 
their. chiefs. The chiefs retired into the church of St. Mary; and 
after a vehement.debate, Caled submitted in some measure ~o the 
re~son and authority of his colleague; who urged the sanctity of 
a covenant, the advantage as well as the honor which the Mos­
lems would derive from the punctual performance of their word, 
and the obstinate resistance which they must encounter from the 
distrust and despair of the rest of the Syrian cities. It was 
agreecl that the sword should be sheathed, that the part of Dumas­
cus which had surrendered to Abu Obeidah, should be immedi­
ately entitled to the benefit of his capitulation, and that the final 
decision should be referred to the justice and wisdom of the ca­
liph. 61 A large majority of the people accepted the terms of tol­
eratioh and tribute j and Damascus is still peopled by twenty thou­
sand Christians. But the valiant Thomas, and the free-born pa­
triots who had fought under his banner, embraced the alternative 
of poverty and exile. In the adjacent meadow, a numerous en­
campment was formed of priests and laymen, of soldiers and cit­
izens, of women and children: they collected, with haste and 
terror, their most precious movables; and abandoned, with loud 
lamentations, or silent anguish, their native homes, and the pleai­
ant banks of the Pharpar. The inflexible soul of Caled was not 
touched by the spectacle of their distress: he disputed with the 
Damascenes the property of a magazine of corn; endeavored to 
exclude the garrison from the benefit of the treaty j consented, 
with reluctance, that each of the fugitives should arm himself 
with a sword, or a lance, or a bow; and sternly declared, that, 
after a respite of three days, they might be pursued and treated 
ari the enemies of the :Moslems. 

The pasHion of a Syrian youth complet:ed the ruin of the exiles 
<?f Damascus. A nobleman of the city, of the name of Jonas, 82 

was betrothed to a wealthy maiden j but her parents delayed 
the consummation of his nuptials, and their daughter was per­
suaded to escape with the man whQ!D. she bad chosen. They cor­

n. E. iii.-1P 
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rupted the nightly watchmen of the gate Keisan; the lover, who 
led the way, was encompassed by a squadron of Arabs.; but his 
exclamation in the Greek tongue, " The bird is taken," admon­
isheu his mjstress to hasten her return. In the presence of Caled, 
and of death, the unfortunate Jonas professed his belief in one 
God and his apostle Mahomet; and continued, till the season of 
his martyrdom, to discharge the duties of a brave and sincere 
Mussulman. When the city was taken, he flew to the monastery, 
where Eudocia had taken refuge; but the lover was forgotten; the 
apostate was scorned j she preferred her religion to her country; 
and the justice of Caled, though deaf to mercy, refused to detain 
by force a male or female inhabitant of Damascus. Four days 
was the general confined to the city by the obligation of the 
treaty. and the urgent cares of his new conquest. His appetite 
for blood and rapine would have been extinguishca by the-hope­
less computation of tIme and distance; but he listened to the Im­
portunities of Jonas, who assured him, that the weary fugitives 
might yet be overtaken. At the head of four thousand horse, in 
the disguise of Christian Arabs, Caled undertook the PUrsUIt. 
They halted only for the moments of prayer; and their guide had 
a perfect knowledge of the country. For a long way the footsteps 
of the Damascenes were plain and conspicuous: they vanished 
on a sudden j but the Saracens were comforted by the assurance 
that the caravan had turned aside into the mountains, and mu::;t 
speedily fall into their hands. In traversing the ridges of the Li­
banus, they endured intolerable hardships, and the sinking spirits 
of the veteran fanatics were supported and cheered by the un­
conquerable ardor of a lover. From a peasant of the country, 
they were informed that the emperor had sent orders to the col­
ony of exiles to pursue without delay the road of the sea-coast, 
and of Constantinople, apprehensive, perhaps, that the soldiers 
and people ot Antioch might be discouraged by the sight and the 
story of their sufferings. The Saracens were conducted through 
the territories of Gabala G3 and Laodicea, at. a cautious distance 
from the walls of the cities ; the rain was incessant, the night was 
dark, a single mountain separated them from the Roman army; 
and Caled, ever anxious for the safety of Ilis brethren, whispered 
an ominous dream in the ear of his companion. With the dawn 
of day, the prospect again cleared, and they saw before them, iu 
a pleasant valley, the tents of Damascus. After a short interval 
of repose and prayer, Caled divided his cavalry into four squad .. 
rons, committing the first to his faithful Derar, and reserving th9 
last for himself. They successively rushed' on the promiscuous 
multitude, insufficiently provided with arms, and already Vail. 
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quished by sorrow and fatigue. Except a captive, who was par­
doned and dismissed, the Arabs enjoyed the satisfaction of be­
lieving that not a Christian of either sex escaped the edge of their 
cimeters. The gold and silver of Damascus was scattered over 
the camp, and a royal wardrobe of three hundred loads of silk 
might clothe an army of naked barbarians. In the tumult of the 
~ttle, JOI\as s')ught and found the object of his pursuit: but her 
reselLtment was inflamed by the last act of his pel'fidy ; and as 
Eudocia struggled in his hateful embraces, she struck a dagger to 
her heart.· Another female, the widow of Thomas, and the real 
or supposed daughter of Heraclius, was spared and released with­
out a ransom; but the generosity of Caled was the effect of his 
contempt; and the haughty Saracen insulted, by a message of de­
fiance, the throne of the Cresars. Caled had penetrated a.bovc a 
hundred and fifty miles into the heart of the Roman province: 
he returned to Damascus with the same secrecy and speed. On 
the accession of Omar, the Sword of God was removed from the 
command; but the caliph, who blamed the rashness, was com­
pelled to applaud the vigor and conduct, of the enterl)rise. 

Another expedition of the conquerors of Damascus will equally 
display their avidity and their contempt for the riches of the pres­
ent world. 1'hey were informed that the produce and manufac­
tures of the country were annually c..911ected in the fair of Abyla: 64 

about thirty'miles from the city; that the cell of a devout hermIt 
was visited at the same time by a multitude of pilgrims; and "that 
the festival of trade and superstition would be ennobled by the 
nuptials of the daughter of the governor of 1'ripoli. Abdalla}l, the 
son of J aafar, a glorious and holy martyr, undertook, with a ban­
ner of five hundred horse, the pious and profitable commission of 
despoiling the infidels. As he approached the fair of Abyla, he 
was astonished by the report of the mighty concourse of Jews 
and Christians, Greeks and Armenians, of natives of Syria and of 
strangers of Egypt, to the number of ten thousand, besides a guard 
of five thousand horse that attended the person of the bride. 
The Saracens paused: "For my own part," said Abdalla.h, "I 
ih,'e not go back: our foes are many, our danger is great, but our 
reward is splendid and secure, either in this life or in the life to 
come. Let every man, according to his inclination, advance or 
retire. " Not a :Mussulman deserted his standard. "Lead the 
way," said Abdallah to his Christian guide, "and you shall see 
What the companions of the prophet can perform." They 
eharged in five squadrons; but after the first advantage of the 
surprise, they were encompassed and almost overwhelmed by the 
multitude of their enemies i and their valiant band is fancifully 
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Cf.'mpal'ed to a white spot in the skin of a black camel. III, .n.bout 
the hour of sunset, when their weapons dropped from their hands, 
when they p~nted on the verge of eternity, they discovered an 
approaching cloud of dust, they heard the welcome sound of the 
Melli.,.,86 anr! they soon perceived the standard of Caled, who flew 
to their relief with the utmost speed of his cavalry. The Chris­
tians were broken by his attack, and slaughtered in their flight, 
as far as the river of Tripoli. They left behind them the various 
riches of the fair; the merchandises that were exposed for sale, 
the money that was brought for purchase, the gay decorations of 
the nuptials, and the governor's daughter, with forty of her 
female attendants. The fruits, provisions, and furniture, the 

. money, plate, and jewels, were diligently laden on the backs of 
horses, asses, and mules; and the holy robbers returned in trio 
umph to Damascus. The hermit, after a short and angry contro­
versy with Ca.led, declined the crown of martyrdom, and was left 
alive in the solitary scene of blood and devastation. 

Syria,81 one of the countries that have been improved by the 
most early cultivation, is not unwoFthy of the preference. 68 '1'he 
heat of the climate is tempered by the vicinity of the sea and 
mountains, by the plenty of wood and water; and the produce of 
a fertile soil affords the subsistence, and encourages the propaga­
tion, of men and animals. From the age of David to that of Her­
aclius, the country was overspread with ancient and :flourishing 
cities: the inhabitants were numerous and wealthy; and, after 
the slow ravage of despotism and superstition, aftel" the recent 
calamities of the Persian war, Syria could still attract and reward 
the rapacious tribes of the desert. A plain of ten days' journey, 
from Damascus to Aleppo and Antioch, is watered, on the west.­
ern side, by the winding course uf the Orontes. The hills of Li­
banus and Anti-Libanus are plant.ed from north to south, be­
tween the Orontes and the Mediterranean; -and the epithet of 
hollow (Crelesyria) was applied to a long-and fruitful valley, 
whi~h is confined in the same direction by the two ridges of 
snowy mountains. 611 Among the cities, which are enumerated by 
Greek and Oriental names in the geography and conquest of Syria, 
we may distinguish Emesa or Hems; Heliopolis or Baalbec, the 
former as the metropolis of the plain, the latter as the capital of 
the valley. Under the last of the Cresars, they were strong and 
populous; the turrets glittered from afar: an ample space was 
covered with public and private buildings; and the citizens were 
illustrious by their spirit, or at least by their pride; by their 
riches, or at least by their luxury. In the days of Paganism, both 
Emesa and Heliopolis were addicted to the worShip of Baal, or 
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the sun; but the decline of' their superstition and splendor has 
been marked by a singular variety of fortune. Not a vestige re­
mains of the temple of Emesa, which was equalled in poetic style 
to the summits of lIount Libanus, TO while the ruins of Baalbec, 
invisible to the writers of antiquity, excite the curiosity and won­
der of the European traveller. 71 The measure of the temple is 
two hundred feet in length, and one hundred in breadth : the 
front is adorned with a double portico of eight columns; four­
teen may be counted on either side; and each column, forty-five 
feet in height, is composed of three massy blocks of stone or 
marble. The proportions and ornaments of the Corinthian 
order express the architecture of the (}rceks: but as Baalbec 
has never been the seat of a monarch, we are at a loss to con­
ceive how the expense of these 'blagnificent structures could be 
supplied by private or municipal liberality.?2 From the con­
quest of Damascus the Saracen,:; proceeded to Heliopolis and 
Emesa; but I shall decline the repetition of the sallies and com­
bats which have been already shown on a larger sC<'tJe. In the 
prosecution of the war, their policy was not less effectual than 
their sword. By short and separate truces they dissolved the 
union of the enemy; accustomed the Syrians to compare their 
friendship with their enmity; familiarized the idea of their lan­
guage, r{'ligion, and manners; and exhausted, by clandestine pur­
chase, the magazines and arsenals of the cities which they re­
turned to besiege. They aggravated tile ransom of the more 
wealthy, or the more obstinate; and Chalcis alone was taxed at 
five thousand ounces of gold, five thousand ounces of silver, two 
thousand robes of-silk, and as many figs and olives as would load 
five thousand asses. But the terms of truce or capitulation were 
faithfully observed; and the 1ieutenant of the caliph, who had 
promised not to enter the walls of the captive Baalbec, remained' 
tranquil and immovable in his tent till the jarring factions so­
licited the interposition of a foreign master. The conquest of the 
plain and valley of Syria was achieved in less than two years. 
Yet the commander of the faithful reproved the slowness of their 
progress· and the Saracens, bewailing their fault with tears of 
rage and 'repentance, called aloud on their chiefs to lead them 
forth to fight the battles of the Lord. In a recent action, under 
the walls of Emesa, an Arabian youth, the cousin of CaIed, was 
heard aloud to exclaim, "~Iethinks I see the black-eyed girls 
;ooking upon me; o~e of whom, should she appear .in this world, 
aU mankind would dIe for love of her. And I see In the hand of 
one of them a handkerchief of green silk, and a cap of precious 
stones, and she J:>eckons me. and calls out, Come hither quickly, 
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for I love thee." With these words, charging the Christim.J, he 
made havoc wherever he went, till, observed at length by the 
governor of Hems, he was struck through with a javelin. ­

It was incumbent on~ the Saracens. to exert the full powers of 
their valor and enthusiasm against the forces of the emperor, who 
was taught, by repeated losses, that the rovers of the desert had 
undertaken, and would speedily achieve, a regular and perma­
nent conquest. From the provinces of Europe and Asia, fourscore 
thousand soldiers were transported by sea and land to Antioch 
and Cresarea: the light troops of the army consisted of sixty 
thousand Christian Arabs of the tribe of Gassan.. Under the ban­
ner of J abalah, the last of their prinees, they marched in the van; 
and it was a maxim of the Greeks, that for the purpose of cut­
ting diamond, a diamond was the most effectual. Heraclius with­
held his person from the dangers of the field; but his presump­
tion, or perhaps his despondency, suggested a peremptory order, 
that the fate of the province and the war should be decided by a 
single battle. The Syrians were attached to the standard of 
Rome and of the cross; but tIle noble, the citizen, the peasant, 
were exasperated by the injustice and cruelty of a licentious host, 
who oppressed the~ as subjects, and despised them as strangers 
and aliens. 73 A report of these mighty preparations was con­
veyed to the Saracens in their camp of Emesa; ancl the chiefs: 
though resolved to fight, assembled a council: the faith of Abu 
Obeidali would have expected on the same spot the glory of mar­
tyrdom; the wisdom of Caled advised an honorable retreat to 
the skirts of Palestine and Arabia, where they might await the 
succors of their friends, and the attack of the un believers. A 
speedy messenger soon returned from the throne of Medina, with 
the blessings of Omar and Ali, the prayers of the widows of the 
prophet, and a re-enforcement of eight thousand Moslems. In 
their way they overturned a detachment of Greeks, and when 
they joined at Yermuk the camp of their brethren, they found 
the pleasing intelligence, that Caled had already defeated and 
scattered the Christian Arabs of the tribe of Gassan. In the 
neighborhood of Bosra, the springs of Mount Hermon descend in 
a torrent to the plain of Decapolis, or ten cities; and the Hiero­
max, a name whlch has been corrupted to YerrilUk, is lost, after 
a short course, in the Lake of Tiberias. 14 The banks of this ob­
scure stream were illustrated by a long and bloody enoounter.:t­
On this momentous occasion, t~e public voice, and the modesty of 

* Compnre Price, p. 79. The army or the Romans is swollen to 400,000 men, of 
which 70,000 perished.-M. 
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Abu Obeidah, restored the command to the most deserving of the 

Moslems. Caled assumed his station in the front, his colleague 

was posted in the rear, that the disorder of the fugitives might 

be checked by his venerable aspeet, and the sight of the yel­

\ow banner which :Mahomet had displayed before the walls of 


. Chaibar. The last line was occupied by the sister of Derar, with 

'the Arabian women who had enlisted in this holy war, who were 
accustomed to wield the bow and the lance, and who in a mo­
ment of captivity had defended, against the uncircumcised rav­
ishers, their chastity and religion.7& The exhortation of the gen­
erals was brief and forcible: "Paradise is before you, the devil 
and hell-fire in your rear." Yet such was the weight of the Ro­
man cavalry, thnt the right wing of -the Arabs was broken and 
separated from the main body. Thrice did they retreat in disor­
der, and tluice were they driven back to the charge by the re­
proaches and blows of the women. In the intervals of action, 
Abu Obcidah visited the tents of l1is brethren, prolonged their re­
pose by repeating at once the prayers of two different hours, 
hound up their wounds with his own hands, and administered the 
comfortable reflection, that the infidels partook of their sufferings 
without partaking of their reward. Four thousand and thirty of 
the Moslems were buried in the field of battle j and the skill of 
th~ Armeninn archers ennbled seven hundred to boast that they 
had lost an eye in that meritorious service. The veterans of the 
Syrian war acknowledged that it was the hardest and most doubt­
ful of the dnys which they had seen. But it was likewise the 
most decisive: many thousands of the Greeks and Syrians fell by 
the swords of the Arabs; mnny were slaughtered, after the de­
feat, in the woods and mountains; many, by mistaking the ford, 
were drowned in the, waters of the Yermuk j and however the 
loss may be magnified,16 the Christian writers confess and bewail 
the bloody punishment of their sins.11 :Manuel, the Roman gen­
eral, was either killed at Damascus, or took refuge in the monas­
tery of :Mount Sinai. An exile in the Byzantine court, Jabalah 
lamented the manners of Arabia, and his unlucky preference of 
the Ohristian cause. 78 He had once inclined to the profession of 
Islam; but in the pilgrimage of l\lecca, J abalah was provoked to 
strike one of his brethren, and fled with amazement from the 
stern and equal justice of the caliph. These victorious Saracens 
enjoyed at Damascus a month of pleasure and repose: the spoil 
was divided by the discretion of Abu Obeidah : an equal share 
was allotted to a soldier and to his horse, and a double portion 
was reserved for the noble coursers of the Arabian breed. 

After the battle of Yermuk, the Roman army no longer ap­
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peared in the field; and the Saracens might securely choose, 
among the fortified towns of Syria, the first object of their at­
tack. They consulted the cllliph whether they should march to 
Cresarea or Jerusalem j and the advice of Ali determined the im­
mediate siege of the latter. To a profane eye. Jerusalem was the 
tirst or second capital of Palestine j but after Mecca and Medina, 
it was revered and visited by the devout Moslems, as the temple 
of the Holy Land which had been sanctified by the revelation of 
Moses, of Jesus, and of :M:ahomet himself. The son of Abu So­
phian was sent with five thousand Arabs to try the first experi­
ment of surprise or treaty; but on the eleventh day the town was 
invested by the whole force of Abu Obeidah. He addressed the 
customary summons to the chief commanders and people of Blia. 79 

"Health and happiness to everyone that follows the right way t 
We require of you to testify that there is but one God; and that 
Mahomet is his apostle. If you refuse this, consent to pay tribute, 
and be under us forthwith. Otherwise I shall bring men against 
you who love death better than you do the drinking of wine or 
eating hog's flesh. Nor will I ever stir from you, if it please 
God, till I have destroyed those that fight for you, and made 
slaves o,f your children." But the city was defended on every 
side by deep valleys and steep ascents; since the invasion of 
Syria, the walls and towers had been anxiously ~estored j the 
bravest of the fugitives of Yermuk had stopped in the nearest 

, place of refuge j and in the defence of the' sepulchre of Christ, the 
natives and strangers might f~el some sparks of the enthusiasm 
which so fiercely glowed in the bosoms of the Saracens. The 
siege of Jerusalem lasted fmir months; not a day was lost with­
out some action of sally or assault j the military engines inces­
santly played from the ramparts j and the inclemency of the win­
ter was still more painful and destructive to the Arabs. The 
Christians yielded at length to the perseverance of the besiegers. 
Tho patriarch Sophronius appeared on the walls, and by the voice 
of an interpreter demanded a conference.* After a vain attempt 
to dissuade the lieutenant of the caliph from his impious enter­
prise, he. proposed, in the name of the people, a fair capitUlation, 
with this extraordinary clause, that the articles of security should 
be ratified by the authority and presence of Omar himself. The 
question was debated in the council of Medina; the sanctity of 
the place, and the advice of Ali, persuaded the caliph to gratify 
the wishes of his soldiers and enemies; and the simplicity of his 

• See the explanation of this in Price, with the prophecy whicb was thereby fa);
tlled, p. 85.-M. 
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journey is more illustrious than the royal pageants ot vanity and 
oppression. The conqueror of Persia and Syria was mounted on a 
red camel, which carried, besides his person~ a bag of corn, a bag 
of dates, a wooden dISh, and a. leathern bottle of water. Wher­
ever he halted, the company, without distinction, was invited to 
partake of his homely fare, and the repast was consecrated by the 
prayer and exhortation of the commander of the faithful. 80 But 
in this expedition, or pilgrimage, his power was exercised in the 
aflministration ot justice: he reformed the licentious polygamy of 
the Arabs, relieved the tributaries from extortion and cruelty, 
and chastised the luxury of the Saracens, by despoiling them 
of their rich silks, and dragging them on their faces in the 
dirt. When he came within sight of Jerusalem, the caliph 
cried, with a loud voice, "God is victorious. 0 Lord, give" 
us an easy conquest I" and, pitching his tent of coarse hair, 
calmly seated himself on the ground. After signing the cap­
itulation, he entered the city without fear or precaution; and 
courteously discoursed with the patriarch concerning its relig­
ious antiquities. til Sophronius bowed before his new master, 
and secretly muttered, in the words of Daniel, "The abomi­
nation of desolation is in the holy place." 82 At the hour of 
prayer they stood together in the church of the resurrection; hut 
the caliph refused to perform his devotions, and contented him­
self with praying on the steps of the church of Constantine. - To 
the patriarch he disclosed his prudent and honorable motive. 
" Had I yielded," said Omar, "to your request, the :Moslems of a 
future age would ha"ve infringed the treaty under color of imitat­
ing my example." By his command the ground of the temple of 
Solomon was prepared for the foundation of a mosch ; 83 and, dur­
ing a residence of ten days, he regulated the present and future 
state of his Syrian conquests. Medina might be jealous, lest the 
caliph should be detained by the sanctity of Jerusalem or the 
beauty of Damascus; her apprehensions were dispelled by his 
prompt and voluntary return to the tomb of the apostle. ti4 

To achieve what yet remained of the Syrian war, the caliph had 
formed two separate armies; a chosen detachment, under Amtou 
and Yezid, was left in the camp of Palestine; while the larger 
division, under the standard of Abu Obeidah and CaIed, marched 
away to the north. against Antioch and Aleppo. The latter of 
these, the Berrea of the Greeks, was not yet illustrious as the capi­
tal of a province or a kingdom; and the inhabitants, byantici. 
pating their submission and pleading their poverty, obtained a 
moderate composition for their lives and religion. But the cas­
tle of Aleppo, till distinct from the city, stood erect on a lofty arti· 
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ficial mound: the sides were sharpened to a precipice, and faced 
with freestone; and the breadth of the ditch might be filled with 
water from the neighboring springs. After the loss of three 
thousand men, the garrison was still equal to the defence; and 
loukinna, their valiant and hereditary chief, had murdered his 
brother, a holy monk, for daring to pronounce the name of peace. 
In a siege of four or five months, the hardest of the Syrian war, 
great numbers of the Saracens were killed and wounded: their 
removal to the distance of a mile could not seduce the vigilance of 
Y oukinna ; nor could the Christi:lllS be terrified by the execution 
of three hundred captives whom they beheaded before the castle 
wall. The silence, and at length the complaints, of Abu Obei<1ah 
infomled- the caliph that their hope and patience were consumed 
at the foot of this impregnable fortress. " I am variously affect­
cd," replied Omar, ., by the difference of your success; but I 
charge you by no means to raise the siege of the castle. Your re­
treat would diminish the reputation of our arms, and encourage 
the infidels to fall upon you on all sides. Remain before Aleppo 
till God shall determine the event, and forage with your horse 
round the adjacent country." The exhortation of the commander 
of the faithful was fortified by a supply (If volunteers from all the 
tribes of Arabia, who arrived in the cam}) on horses or camels. 
Among these was Dames, of a servile birth, but of gigantic size and 
intrepid resolution. The forty-seventh day of his service he pro­
posed, with only thirty men, to make an attempt on the castle. 
'rhe experience and testimony of Caled' recommcnucd his offer; 
and Abu Obeidah admonished his brethren not to despise the 
baser origin of Dames, since he himself, could he relinquish the 
public care, would cheerfully serve under the banner of the slave. 
His design was covered by the appearance of a retreat; and the 
camp of the Saracens was pitched about a league from Aleppo. 
The thirty adventurers lay in ambush at the foot of the hill ; and 
Dames at length succeeded in his inquiries, though he was pro~ 
yoked by the ignorance of his Greek captives. "God curse these 
dogs," said the illiterate Arab; "what a strange barbarous lan­
guage they speak I" At the darkest hour of the night he scaled 
the most accessible height, which lte- had diligently surveyed, a 
place where the stones ,were less entire, or the slope less perpen­
dicular, or the guard less vigilant. Seven of the stoutest Sara~ 
cens mounted on each other's shoulders, and the weight of the 
column was sustained on the broad and sinewy back of the gigan­
tic slave. The foremost in this painful ascent could grasp and 
climb the lowest part of the battlements; they silently stabbed 
and cast down the sentinels ; and the thirty brethren, repeating a 



585 OF THE RO!IAN EMPIRE. 

pious ejaculation, " 0 apostle of God, help and deliver us!" were 
successively drawn up by the long folds of their turbans. With 
bold and cautious footsteps, Dames explored the palace of the 
governor, who celebrated, in riotous merriment, the fc~tival of his 
deliverance. From thence, returning to his companions, he as­
saulted on the inside the entrance of the castle. 'They overpow­
ered the guard, unbolted the gate, let down the drawbridge, and 
defended the narrow 11ass, till the arrival of Caled, with the dawn 
of day, relieved their danger and assured their conquest. You­
kinna, a formidable foe, became an active and useful proselyte; 
and the general of the Saracens expressed 11is regard for the most 
humble merit, by detaining the army at Aleppo till Dames was 
cured of his honorable wounds. The capital of Syria was still 
covered by the castle t)f Aazaz and the iron bridge of the Orontes. 
After the loss of those important posts, and the defeat of the last 
of the Roman armies, the luxury of Antioch 86 trembled and 
obeyed. Her safety was ransomed with three hundred thousand 
pieces of gold; but the throne of the successors of Alexander, th03 
seat of the Roman government in the East, which had been deco­
rated by Cresar with the titles of free and holy and inviolate, 
was def,1'faded under the yoke of the caliphs to the secondary rank 
of 1\ provincial town. 81 

In the life of Reraclius, the glories of the Persian war are 
clouded on either hand by the disgmce and weakness of his more 
early and his later days. When the successors of Mahomet un­
sheathed the sword of war and religion, he was astonished at the 
boundless prospect of toil and danger; his nature was indolent, 
nor could the infirm and frigid age of the emperor be kindled to 1\ 

. second eHort. The sense of shame, and the importunities of the 
Syrians, prevented his hasty departure from the scene of action; 
but the hero was no more; and the loss of Damascus and J erusa­
lem, the bloody fields of Aiznadin and Yermuk, may be imputed 
in some degree to the absence or misconduct of the !Overeign. 
Instead of defending the sepulchre of Christ, he involved the 
church and state in a metaphysical conhoversy for the unity of 
his will; and while Reraclius crowned the offspring of his second 
nuptials, he was tamely stripped of the most valuable part of 
their inheritance. In the cathedral of Antioch, in the presence <?f 
the bishops, at the foot of the crucifix, he bewailed the sins of the 
prince and people; but his confession instrncted the world, that 
It was vain, and perhaps impious, to resist the judgment of God. 
The Saracens were invincible in fact, since they were invincible in 
opinion; and the desertion of Youkinna, his false repentance and 
repeated perfidy, might justify the suspicion of the emperor, thai 
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he was encompassed by traItors and apostates, who conspired to 
betray his person and their country to, the enemies of Christ. In 
the hour of adversity, his Buperstition was agitated by the omens 
and dreams of a falling crown; and after b:dding an eternal fare­
well to Syria, he secretly embarked with a few attendants, and 
absolved the faith of his subjects. 88 Constantine, his eldest son, 
had been stationed with forty thousand men at Cresarea, the,civil 
metropolis of the three provinces of Palestine. But his private 
interest recalled him to the Byzantine court j and, after the flight 
of his father, he felt himself an unequal champion to the united 
force of ,the caliph. His vanguard was boldly attacked by th1'ee 
hundred Arabs and a thousand black slaves, who, in the depth of 
winter, had climbed the snowy mountains of Libanus, and who 
were speedily followed by the victorious squadrons of Caled him­
self. From the north and south the troops of Antioch and Jeru­
salem advanced along the sea-shore till their banners were joined 
under the walls of the Phamician cities : Tripoli and Tyre were be­
trayed j and a fleet of fifty transports, which entered without dis,· 
trust the captive harbors, brought a seasonable supply of arms and 
provisions to the camp of the Saracens. Th<::ir labors were termi­
nated by the unexpected surrender of Cresarea : the Roman prince 
had embarked in the night j 89 and the defenceless citizens solicit­
ed their pardon with an offering of two hundred thousand pieces 
of gold. The remainder of the province, Ramlah, Ptolemais or 
Acre,' Sichem or Neapolis, Gaza, Asealon, Berytus, Sidon, Gabala, 
Laodicea, Apamea, Hierapolis, no longer presumed to dispute the 
will of the conqueror; and Syria bowed under the sceptre of the 
caliphs ~even hundred years after Pompey had despoiled the last 
of the Macedonian kings. llo 

The sieges and battles of six campaigns had consumed many 
thousands of the Moslems. They died with the reputation and 
the cheerfulness of martyrs; and the simplicity of their faith may 
'be expressed in the words of an Arabian youth, when he embraced, 
for the last time, his sister and mother: "It is not," said he, " the 
delicacies of Syria, or the fading delights of this world, that have 
prompted me to devote my life in the cause of religion. But I 
Beek the favor of God and his apostle j and I have heard, from 
one of the companions of the prophet, that the spirits of the mar­
tyrs will be lodged in the crops of green birds, who shall taste 
the fruits, and drink of the rivers, of paradise. Farewell, we 
shall meet again among the groves and fountains which God has 
provided for his elect." The faithful captives might exercise Ii 
passive and more arduous resolu~ion; a.nd a cousin of :M:ahomet is 
celebrated for refusing, after an abstinence of three days, the 
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wine and pork, the only, nourishment tbat was allowed by th" 
malice of the infidels. The frailty of some weaker brethren ex­
asperated the implacable spirit of fanaticism j and the fatber of 
Arner deplored, in pathetic strains, tbe apostasy and damnation of 
a son, who had renounced the promises of God, and the inter­
cession of the prophet, to occupy, with the priests and deacons, 
the lowest mansions of hell. The more fortunate Arabs, wbo sur­
vi ved the war and persevered in the faith, were restrained by 
their abstemious leader from the abuse of prosperity. After a re­
freshment of three days, Abu Obeidah withdrew his troops from 
the pernicious contagion of the luxury of Antioch, and assured 
the caliph that their religion and virtue could only be preserved 
by the hard discipline of poverty and labor. But the virtue of 
Omar, however rigorous to himself, was kind and liberal to his 
brethren. After a just tribute of praise and thanksgiving, he 
dropped a tear of compassion; and sitting down on the ground, 
wrote an· answer, in which he mildly censured the severity of his 
lieutenant: "God," said the successor of the prophet, has not 
forbidden the use of the" good things of this world to faithful 
men, and such as. have performed good works. Therefore you 
ought to have given them leave to rest themselves, and partake 
freely of those good things which the country afIordeth. If any 
of the Saracens· have no family in Arabia, they may marry in 
Syri~; and whosoever of them wants any female slaves, he may 
purchase as many as he hath occasion for." The conquerors pre­
pared to use, or to abuse, this gracious permission; but the yeai· 
of their triumph was marked by a mortality of men and cattle; 
and twenty-five thousand Saracens were snatched away from the 
possession of Syria. The death of Abu Obeidah might be lament­
ed by the Christians; but, his brethren recollected that he was 
one of the ten elect whom the prophet had named as the heirs of 
paradise. 91 ealed survived his brethren about three years; and 
the tomb of the Sword of God is shown in the neighborhood of 
Emesa. His valor, which founded in Arabia and Syria the empire 
of the caliphs, was fortified by the opinion of a special provi­
dence; and as long as he. wore a cap, which had been blessed by 
~Iahomet, he deemed himself invulnerable amidst the darts of the 
infidels.* 

The place of the first conquerors was supplied by a new genera­
tion of their children and countrymen: Syria became the seat and 

* Khaled, according to the ROl1zont Uzzutfa (Price, p. 90), after having been de­
prived Jf his ample share of the plunder of Syria by the jealoul<Y of Omar, died. 
POE'E't'8sed only of bis horse, bis arms, and a single slave. Yet Qmar was otlligen 
to Hcknowledge to his lamenting parent that never mother had produced II. I'on 
like Khaled.-M. 



588 THE DECLINE· AND FALL 

support of the house of O!llmiyah; and the revenue.• the soldiers, 
the ships of that powerful kingdom, were consecrated to enlarge 
on every side the empire of the caliphs. But the Saracens de­
spise a superfluity of fame; and.their historians scarcely conde­
scend to mention the subordinQ.te conquests which are lost in the 
splendor and rapidity of their victorious career. To the rwrtn of 
Syria they passed Mount Taurus, and reduced to their obedi~nce 
the province of CiIicia, with its capital Tarsus, the ancient monu­
ment of the Assyrian kings. Beyond a second ridge of the same 
mountains they spread the flame of war) rather than the light of 
religion, as far as the shores of the Euxine and the neighborhood 
of Constantinople. To the east they advanced to the banks and 
sources of the Euphrates and Tigris : 9~ the long-disputed barrier 
of Home and Persia was forever confounded; the walls of Edessa 
and Amida, of Dara and Nisibis, which had resisted the arms and 
engines of Sapor or Nushirvan, were levelled in the dust; and the 
holy city of Abgarus might vainly produce the epistle oJ' the im­
age of Christ to an unbelieving conqueror. To the west the Syrian 
kingdom is bounded by the sea: and the ruin of Amdus, a small 
island or peninSUla on the coast, was postponed during ten years. 
But the hills of Libanus abounded in timber; the trade of Phre­
nicia was populous in mariners; and a fleet of seventeen hundred 
harks was equipped and manned by the natives of the desert. 
The ~mperial navy of the Romans fled before them from the Pam­
phylian rocks to the Hellespont; but the spirit of the emperor, a 
grandson of Heraclius, had been subdued before the combat by a 
dream and a pun. 1I3 The Saracens rode masters of the sea; and 
the islands of Cyprus, Rhodes, and the Cyclades, were succes 
sively exposed to their rapacious visits. Three hundred years be 
fore the Christian era, the memorable though fruitless siege of 
Rhodes II' by Demetrius had furnished that maritime republic 
with the materials and the subject of atrophy. A gigantic statue 
of Apollo, or the sun, seventy cubits in height, was erected at the 
entrance of the harbor, a monument of the freedom and the arts 
of Greece. After standing fifty-six years,· the colossus of Rhodes 
was overthrown by an earthquake; but the massytrunk,- and huge 
fragments, lay scattered eight centuries on the ground, and are 
often described as one of the wonders of the ancient world. 
They were collected by the diligence of the Saracens, and sold to 
8 Jewish mef£hant of Edessa, who is said to have laden nine hun­
dred camels with the weight of the bras):) metal i an enormous 
weight, though we should include the hundred colossal figures, 9~ 
and the three thousand statues, which adorned the prosperity 01 
the city of the sun. 

http:subordinQ.te
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n. The conquest of Egypt may be explained by the' character 
of the victorious Saracen, one of the first of his nation, in an age 
when the meanest of the brethre~ was exalted above his nature by 
the spirit of enthusiasm. The birth of Amrou was at once base 
and illustrious; his mother, a notorious prostitute, was unable to 
decide among five of the Koreish ; but the proof of resemblance 
adjudged the child to Aasi, the oldest of her lovers. 118 The youth 
of Amrou was impelled by the passions and prejudices of his 
kindred: bis poetic genius was exercised in satirical verses 
against the person and doctrine of Mahomet; Ilis dexterity was 
employed by the reigning faction to pursue the religious exiles 
who had taken refuge in the court of the .1Ethiopian king. 97 Yet 
he returned from his embassy a secret proselyte ; his reason or his 
interest determined him to renounce the worship of idols; he 
escaped from }[ecca with his friend Caled; and the prophet of 
Medina enjoyed at the same moment the satisfaction of embracing 
the two firmest champions of his cause. The impatience of Amrou 
to lead the armies of the faithful was checked by the reproof of 

" Omar, who advised him not to seek power and dominion, since 
be who is a subject to-day may be a prince to-morrow. Yet his 
merit was not overlooked by the two first successors of }[ahomet ; 
they were indebted to his arms for the conquest of Palestine; and 
in all the. battles and sieges of Syria, he united with the temper 
of achierthe valor of an adventurous soldier. In a visit to Me­
dina, the caliph expressed a wish to survey the sword which had 
cut down so many Christian warriors; the son of Aasi unsheathed 
a short and ordinary cimeter; and as he perceived the surprise of 
Omar, " Alas," said the modest Saracen, "the sword itself, with­
out the !l-rm of its master, is neither sharper nor more weighty 

- than the sword'of Pharezdak the poet." 98 After the conquest of 
Egypt, he was recalled by the jealousy of the caliph Othman; 
but in the subsequent troubles, the ambition of a soldier, a 
statesman, and an orator, emerged from a private station. His 
powerful support, both in council and in the field, established the 
throne of the Ommiades; the administration and revenue of 
Egypt were restored by the gratitude of ~Ioawiyah to a faithful 
friend who had raised himself above the rank of a subject; and 
Amrou ended his days in the palace and city which he had 
founded on the banks of the Nile. His dying speech to his chil­
dren is celebrated by the Arabians as a model of eloquence and 
wisdom: he deplored the errors of his youth; but if the penitent 
was still infected by the vanity of a poet, he might exaggerate 
the venom and mischief of his impious compositions. 99 

From his camp in Palestine, Amroy had surprised or anticipated 
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the caliph's leave for tlIe invasion of Egypt. 100 The magnanimous 
Olnar trusted in his God and his sword, which had shaken the 
thrones of Ohosroes and Crosar: but when he compared the slen­
der force of the Moslems with the greatness of the enterprise, he 
condemned his own rashness, and listened to his timid compan­
ions. The pride and the greatl1ess of Pharaoh were familiar to the 
readers of the Koran; and a tenfold repetition of prodigies had 
been scarcely sufficient to effect, not the victory, but the flight, of 
six hundred thousand of the children of Israel: the cities of 
Egypt were many and populous; their architecture was strong 
and solid; the Nile, with its numerous branches, was alone an in­
superable barrier; and- the granary of the Imperial city would be 
obstinately defended by the Roman powers. In this perplexity, 
the commander of the faithful resigned himself to the decision of 
chance, or, in his opinion, of Providence. At the head of only 
four thousand Arabs, the intrepid Amrou had marched away from 
his station of Gaza, when he was overtaken by the messenger of 
Omar. " If you are still in Syria," said the ambiguous mandate, 
H retreat without delay; but if, at the receipt of this epistle, you 
have already reached the frontiers of Egypt, advance with confi­
dence, und depend on the succor of God and of your brethren." 
The cxperience, perhaps the secret intelligence, of Amrou had 
taught him to suspect the mutability of courts; and he continued 
his march till his tents were unquestionably pitched on Egyptian 
ground. He there assembled his officers, broke the seal, perused 
the epistle, gravely inquired the name and situation of the place, 
and declared his ready obedience to the commands of the caliph. 
After a siege of thirty days, he took possession of Furmah or 
Pelusium; and that key of Egypt, as it has been justly named" 
unlocked the .entrance of the country as far a~ the ruins of 
Heliopolis and the neighborhood of the modern Cairo. 

On the western side of the Nile, at a small distance to the east 
C?f the Pyramids, at a small distance to the south of the Delta, 
~Iemphis, one hundred and fifty furlongs in circumference, dis­
played the magnificence of ancient kings. Under the reign of t.he 
Ptolemies and Oresal's, the seat of government was removed to the 
sea-coast; the ancient capital was eclipsed by the arts and opu­
lence of Alexandria; the palaces, and at length the temples, were 
reduced to a desolate and ruinous condition: yet, in the age of 
Augustus, and even in that of COl'lstantine, Memphis was still 
numbered among the greatest and 'most populous of t.he provincial 
cities. 101 The banks of the Nile, in this place of the breadth of 
three thousand feet, were united by two bridges of sixty and of 
thirty boats, connected in the midclia stream by the small island 
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of Rouda, which was covered with gardens and habitations.10' 

The eastern extremity of the bridge was terminated by the town 
of Babylon and the camp of a Roman legion, which protected the 
passage of the river and the second capital of Egypt. This im­
portant fortress, which might fairly be described as a part of 
Memphis or l/iffrah, was invested by the arms of the lieutenant 
of Omar: a re~enforcement of four thousand Saracens soon arrived 
in his camp; and the military -engines, which battered the walls, 
may be imputed to the art and labor of his Bylian allies. Yet the 
siege was protracted to seven months; and the rash i!lvaders were 
encompassed and threatened by the inundation of the Nile. 1ll3 

Their last assault was bold and successful: they passed the ditch, 
which had been fortified with iron spikes, applied their scaling lad~ 
ders, entered the fortress with the shout of " God is victorious 1" 
and drove the remnant of the Greeks to their boats aud the Isle of 
Rouda. The spot was afterwards recommended to the conqueror 
by the easy communication with the gulf and the peninsula of 
Arabia; the remains of :Memphis were deserted; the tents of the 
Arabs were converted into permanent habitations; and the first 
mosch was blessed by the presence of fourscore companions of 
l\'Iahomet. 104 A new city arose in their camp, on the eastward 
bank of the Nile; and the contiguous quarters of Babylon and 
Fostat are confounded in their present decay by the appellation 
of old l\'Iisrab, or Cairo, of which they form an extensive suburb. 
But the name of Cairo, the town of victory, more strictly belongs 
to the modern capital, which was founded in the tenth century by 
the Fatimite caliphs.lO~ It has gradually receded from the river; 
but the ~ontinuity of buildings may be traced by an attentive eye 
from the monuments of Sesostrjs to those of Saladin. lOG . 

Yet the Arabs, after ~ 'glorious and profitable enterprisE', must 
have retreated to the qesert had they not found a powerful alli­
ance in the heart of the ~ountry. The rapid conquest of Alexan­
der was assisted by the superstition and revolt of the natives: 
they abhorred their Persian oppressors, tlle disciples of the Magi, 
who had burnt the telQples of Egypt, and feasted with, sacri­
leJJ'ious appetite on the :fiesh of the god Apis. 101 After a period of 
te~ centuries, the same r~yplution was renewed by a similar 
cause; and in the support of all lflcpmprehensible creed, the zeal 
of the Coptic Christians was equally ardent. I have aIr'eady ex­
plained the origin. and progress of the Manopllysite- centrovCl'sy, 
and the persecution of the emperors, wll1ch converted a sect into 
a nation, and alienated .Egypt from their religion and govern­
ment. The Saracens were received as the deliverel's of the Jaco­
bite church; and a secret a.nd effectual tr~aty wt\S opened. dw:iog 

http:caliphs.lO
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the siege of Memphis between a victorious army and a people of 
slaves. A rich and noble Egyptian, of the name of Mokawkas, 
had dissembled his faith to obtain the administration 'of his prov­
ince : in the disorders of the Persian war he aspired to indepen­
dence : the embassy of :Mahomet ranked him among princes j but 
he declined, with rich gifts aI\.d ambiguous compliments, the pro­
posal of a new religion. 108 The abuse of his trust exposed him to 
the resentment of Heraclius: his submission was delayed by arro­
gance and fear j and his conscience was prompted by interest to 
throw himself on the favor of the nation and the support of the 
Saracens. In his first conference with Amrou, he heard without 
indignation the usual option of the Koran, the tribute, or the 
sword. "The Greeks," replied ~lokawkas, "are determined to 
abide the determination of the sword; but with the Greeks I de­
sire no communion, either in this wol'ld or in -the next, and I ab­
jure forevE;!' the Byzantine tyrant, his synod of Chalcedon, and his 
Melchite slaves. For myself and my brethren, we are resolved to 
live and die in the profession of the Gospel and, unity of Christ. 
It is impossible for us to embrace the revelations of your prophet; 
but we are desirous of peace, and cheerfully submit to pay tribute 
and obedience to his temporal successors." The tribute was ascer­
tained at two pieces of gold for the head of every Christian; but 

. old men, monks, women, and children, of both sexes, under six­
teen years of age, were exempted from this personal assessment: 
the Copts above and below :Memphis swore. allegiance to the 
caliph, and promised a hospitable entertainment of three days to 
every Mussulman who should travel through their country. By 
this charter of security, the ecclesiastical and civil tyranny of the 
Melchites was destroyed: 109 the anathemas of St. Cyril were 
-:;hundered from every pulpit; and the sacred edifices, with the 
patrimony of the church, were restored to the national commun­
ion of the Jacobites, who enjoyed without moderation the mo­
ment of triumph and revenge. At the pressing summons of 
Amrou, their patriarch Benjamin emerged from his desert; and 
after the first interview, the courteous Arab affected to declare 
that he had never conversed with a Christian priest of more inno­
cent manners and a more venerable aspect. 1 In the march from !0 

]r[emphis to Alexandria, the lieutenant of Omar intrusted his 
safety to the zeal and gratitude of, the Egyptians: the roads and 
bridges were diligently repaired; and in every step of his prog­
ress, he could depend on a constant supply of provisions a':ld in· 
tellige~ce. rhe Greeks of Egypt, whose numbers could scarcely 
equal a tenth of the natives, were overwhelmed by the universal 
<lefectioQ. : they 4a4 ever bee» hated, they were no longer feared: 
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the magistrate fled from his tribunal, the bishop from his altar; 
and the distant garrisons were surprised or starved by the sur­
rounding multitudes. Bad not the Nile afforded a safe and ready 
conveyance to the sea, not an individual could have escaped who, 
by birth, or language, or office, or religion, was connected with 
their OdIOUS name. 

By the retI'eat of the Greeks from the provinces of UppEr Egypt, 
a considerable force was collected in the Island of Delta; the natu­
ral and artificial channels of the Nile afforded a succession of 
strong and defensible posts; and the road to Alexandria was 
laboriously cleared by the victory of the Saracens in two-and­
twenty days of general or partial combat. In their annals of con­
quest, the siege of Alexandria 111 is perhaps the most arduous and 
important enterpri~e. The first trading city in the world was 
abundantly replenished with the means of subsistence and de­
fence. Her "numerous inhabitants fought for the dearest of llU­
man rights, religion, and property; and the enmity of the natives 
seemed to exclude them from the common benefit of peace and 
toleration. The sea was continually open; and if Beraclius had 
been awake to the public distress, fresh armies of Romans and 
barbarians might have been poured into the harbor to save the 
second capital of the empire. A circumference of ten miles 
w(luld have scattered the forces of the Greeks, and favored the 
stratagems of an active enemy; but the two sides of an oblong 
square were covered by the sea and the Lake l'Iarreotis, and each 
of the narrow ends exposed a front of no more than ten furlongs. 
The efforts of the Arabs were not inadequate to the difficulty of 
the attempt and the value of the prize. From the throne of J\Ie­
dina, the eyes of Omar were fixed on the camp and city: his 
voice excited to arms the Arabian tribes and the veterans of 
Syria; and the merit of a holy war was recommended by the 
peculiar fame and fertility of Egypt, Anxious for the ruin or ex­
pulsion of their tyrants, the faithful natives devoted their labors 
to the service of Amrou : some sparks of martial spirit were per­
haps rekindled by the example of their allies j and the ::;anguine 
hopes of Mokawkas had fixed his sepulchre in the church of St. 
John- of Alexandria. Eutychius the patriarch observes that the 
Saracens fought with the courage of lions: they repulsed the fre­
quent and almost daily sallies of the besieged, and soon assaulted 
in their turn the walls and towers of the city. In every attack, 
the sword, the banner of Amrou, glittered in the van of the Mos­
lems. On a memorable day he was betrayed by his imprudent 
valor: his followers who had entered the citadel were driven 
back; and the general, with a friend and a slave, remained a. 
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prisoner in the hands of the 'Christians. When Amrou was con. 
ducted before the prrefect, he remembered his dignity, and forgot 
his situation: a lofty demeanor, and resolute language, revealed 
the lieutenant of the caliph, and the battle-axe of a soldier waD 
already raised to strike off the head of the audacious captive. 
His life was saved by the readiness of his slave, who instantly 
gave his master a blow on the face, and commanded him, with an 
angry tone, to be silent in the presence of his superiors. The 
credulous Greek was deceived: he listened to the offer of a treaty, 
and his prisoners were dismissed in the hope of a more respectable 
embassy, till the joyful acclamations of the camp announced the 
return of their general, and insulted the folly of the infidels. At 
length, after a siege of fourteen months,112 and the loss of three­
\lnd-twenty thousand men, the Saracens prevailed: the Greeks 
~mbarked their dispirited and diminished numbers, and the stand­
ard of Mahomet was planted on the walls of the capital of 
Egypt. " I have taken," said Ammu to the caliph, "the great 
city of the West. It is impossible for me to enumerate the va­
riety of its riches and beauty; and I shall content myself with 0 b­
serving that it contains four thousand palaces, four thousand 
baths, four hundred theatres or places of amusement, twelve thou­
sand shops for the sale of vegetable food, and forty thousand tribu­
tary Jews. The town has been subdued by force of arms, with­
out treaty or capitulation, and the :Moslems are impatient to seize 
the fruits of their victory." 113 The commander of the faithful 
rejected with firmness the idea of pillage, and directed his lieu­
tenant to reserve tho wealth and revenue of Alexandria for the 
public ~ervice and the propagation of the faith: the inhabitants 
were numbered; a tribute was imposed; the zeal and resentment 
of the Jacobites were curbed, and the Melchites who submitted to 
the Arabian yoke were indulged in the obscure but tranquil exer­
cise of their worship. The intelligence of. this disgraceful and 
calamitous event affiicted the declining health .of the emperor; 
and Reraclius died of a dropsy about seven weeks after the loss of 
Alexandria. 114 Under the minority of his grandson, the clamors 
of a people, deprived of their daily sustenance, compelled the 
Byzantine oourt to underhke the. recovery of the capital of Egypt. 
In the space of four years the harbor and fortifications of Alexan­
dria were twice occupied by a fleet and army of Romans. They 
were twice expelled by the valor of Amrou, who was recalled by 
the domestic peril from the distant wars of Tripoli and Nubia. 
But the facility of the attempt, the repetition of the insult, and 
t he obstinacy of the resistance, provoked him to swear tllat if '1 

third time he drove the infidels into the sea, he would l'cndct 
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Alexandria as acceesible on aU sides as the house of a prostitute. 
Faithful to his promise, ~e dismantled several parts of the walls 
and towers j but the people was spared in the chastisement of the 
city, and the mosch of Mercy was erected on the spot where the 
victorious general had stopped the fury of his troops. 

I should deceive the expectation of the reader if I passed in 
silence the fate of the Alexandrian library, as it is described by 
the learned Abulpharagius. The spirit of Amrou was more curi­
ous and liberal than that of his brethren, and in his leisure hourR 
the Arabian chief was pleased with the conversation of John, the 
last disciple of Ammonius, and who derived the surname of Philo. 
POn1.l8 from his laborious studies of grammar and philosophy. m 
Emboldened by this familiar intercourse, Philoponus presumed to 
solicit a gift, inestimable in his opinion, contemptible in that of 
the barbarians-the royal library, which alone, among the spoils 
of Alexandria, had not been appropriated by the visit and the seal 
of the conqueror. Amrou was inclined to gratify the wish of the 
grammarian, but his rigid integrity refused to alienate the mi­
11utest object without the consent of the caliph; and the well­
known answer of Omar was inspired by the ignorance of a 
fanatic. " If these writings of the Greeks agree with the book of 
God, they are useless, and need not be preserved; if they dis­
agree, they are pernicious, and ought to be destroyed." The sen­
tence was executed with blind obedience; the volumes of paper or 
parchment were distributed to the four thousand baths of the 
city; and such was their incredible multitude that six months 
were barely sufficient for the consumption of this precious fuel. 
Since the Dynasties of Ahulpharagius m have been given to 
the world in a Latin version, the tale has been repeatedly 
transcribed; and every scholar, with pious mdignation; has de­
plored the irreparable shipwreck of the learning, the arts, and 
the genius, of antiquity. }i'or my own part, I am strongly 
tempted to deny both the fact and the consequences.* The fact 

* Since this period several new Mahometan authorities have been addnced to 
Alpport the authority of Abulpharagius. That of 1. Abdollatiph, by Profelisor 
White· II. Of ~lakrizi . I have seen a ~lS. extract from this writer; III. Of Ibn 
Chuledlill ; and after them Hadschi Chalfa. See VOllllammer, Geschichte der As­
sassinen, p. '7. Reinhard, in a German pisser~tion, printed !It Gottin~en, 1:92, 
and 8t. Croix (l\IaO'asill Encyc1op. tom. IV. p. 43:3), have examll1ed the qnestlOn. 
Among Oriental scholars, Professor W~ite, M..St. :Martin, Von Hammer, and Silv. 
de S::.cy, con~ider the fact of the bUt:n~ng the hhrar~. by the command of O~lIr, 
beyond qll~stlOlI. Compare l?t. Martm s note, vol. XI. p. 296. A ~lah.om~t!Ln wpter
brIngs a similar charO'e acramst the erusad! rs. The library of Tripoli IS Said to 
have contained the inc~edihle number of three millions of volumes. On tho cap­
tUre or the city Count Bertram of· St. Giles, entering the first room, which con­
tained nothiug but the Koran, or~ered the whole to be b~rut, as t~.e works of tho 
fal~~ prophet of Arabia. Sec Whken, Gesch. der Kreuzzuge, vol. 11. p. 211.-M. 
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is indeed marvellous. "Read and wonder f" says the historian 
himself: and the solitary report of a stranger who wrote at the 
end of six hundred years on the confines of l\ledia is overbalanced 
!>y the silence of two annalists of a more early date, both Chris­
tians, both natives of Egypt, and the most ancient of whom, the 
patriarch Eutychius, has amply described the conquest of Alexan­
dria.1l7 The rigid sentence of Omar is repugnant to the sound 
and orthodox precept of the Mahometan casuists: they expressly 
declare that the religious bookS! of the Jews and Christians, 
which are acquired by the right of war, should never be commit­
ted to the flames; and that the works of profane science, histori­
ans or poets, physicians or philosophers, may be lawfully applied 
to the use of the faithful. 118 A more destructive zeal may perhaps 
be attributed to the first successors of Mahomet; yet in this in­
stance, the conflagration would have speedily expired in the de­
ficiency of materials. I shall not recapitulate the disasters of the 
Alexandrian library, the involuntary flame that was kindled by 
Cresar in his own defence,)19 or the mischievous bigotry of the 
Christians, who studied to destroy the monuments of idolatry.11l0 
But if we gradually descend from the age of the Antonines to that 
of Theodosius, we shall learn from a chain of contemporary wit­
nesses that the royal palace and the temple of Serapis no longer 
contained the four, or the seven, hundred thousand, volumes, 
which had been assembled by the curiosity and magnificence of 
the Ptolemies. 121 Perhaps the church and seat of the patriarchs 
might be enriched with a repository of books; but if the ponder­
ous mass of Arian and Monophysite controversy were indeed con· 
surned in the public baths, !~!I a philosopher may allow, with a 
smile, that it was ultimately devoted to the benefit of mankind. 
I sincerely regret the more valuable libraries which have been in­
volved in the ruin of the Roman empire; but when I seriously 
compute the lapse of ages, the waste of ignorance, and the calami­
ties of war, our treasures, rather than our losses, are the object of 
my surprise. Many curious and interesting facts are buried in 
oblivion: the three great historians of Rome have been transmit­
ted to our hands in a mutilated state, and we are deprived Qf 
many pleasing compositions of the lyric, iambic, and dramatic 
poetry of the Greeks. Yet we should gratefully I'emember that 
the mischances of time and accident have spared the classic workS 
to which the suffrage of aI!tiquity 1113 had adjudged the first place 
of genius and glory: the teachers of ancient knowledge, who are 
still extant, had perused and compared the writings of their prede­
~essors ; 124 nor can it fairly be presumed that any important truth, 
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any useful discovery in art or nat~re, has been snatched away from 
the curiosity of modern ages. ' 

In the administration of Egypt, m Amrou balanced the demanils 
of justice and policy; the interest of the people of the law, who 
were defended by God; and of the people of the alliance, who 
were protected by man. In the recent tumult of conquest and deliv­
erance, the tongue of the Copts and the sword of the Arabs were 
most adverse to the tranquillity of the province. To the former 
Amrou declared that faction and falsehood would be doubly 
chastised; by the punishment of the accusers, whom he should de­
test as his personal enemies, and by the promotion of their inno­
cent brethren, whom their envy had labored to injure and sup­
plant. He excited the latter by the motives of religion and honor 
to sustain the dignity of their character, to endear themselves .by a 
modest and temperate conduct to God and the caliph, to spare and 
protect a people who had trusted to their faith, and to content 
themselves with the legitimate and splendid rewards of their vic,' 
tory. In the management of the revenue, he disapproved the shu' 
pIe but oppressive mode of a capitation, and preferred with reason 
a proportion of ta?,es deducted <?n every branch from the clear 
profits of agriculture and commerce. A third part of the tribute 
was appropriated to the annual repairs of the dikes and canals, sa 
essential to the public welfare. Under his administration th~ 
fertility of Egypt supplied the dearth of Arabia; and a string 01 
camels, laden with corn and provisions, covered almost without 
an interval the long road from ~Iemphis to ~fedina. 126 But the 
genius of Amrou soon renewed the maritime communication which 
had been attempted or achieved by the Pharaohs, the Ptolemies, 
or the Cresars; and a. canal, at least eighty miles in length, was 
opened from the Nile to the Red Sea.* This inland navigation, 
which would have joined the :Mediterranean and the Indian 
Ocean, was soon discontinued as useless and dangerous: the 
throne was removed from :l\Iedina to Damascus, and the Grecian 
fleets might have explored a passage to the holy cities of Arabia. 121 

* Many learned lOen bave doubted the e:;:i8tence of a communication by water 
between the Red Sea and the Mediterranean by the Nile. Yet the fact is positively 
a~serted by the anrients. Diodorus Siculus (I. i. p. 33) speaks of it in the most dis­
tinct manner as existing ill bis time. So, also, Strabo (I. xvii. p. 805). Pliny (vol.
vi. p. 29) says that the canal which united the two eess was navIgable (alveus navi­
gabilis). The indications furnished by Ptolemy and by the Araolc historian, Ma. 
krisi, show that works were executerl nnder the reih'1l of Hadrian to repair the 
canal and extend the navigation; it then received the name of the River of Trajan.
Lucian (in bis Pseudomantis, p. 44) says that he went by water from Alexandria to 
Clysma, on the Red Sea. 'l'estimonies of the Rixth and of the eighth century show 
that the cOIDIPunication was not intcrmpted at that time. See the French trans­
Ill.Uon of StTabo, vol. v. p. 382. ::it • .A1artl11, vol. xi. p. 299.-M. 
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Of his new conquest, the caliph Omar had an i'.nperfect knowl~ 
edge from the voice of fame and the l,egends of ('he Koran. He 
requested that his lieutenant would place bef'Jre his eyes the 
realm of Pharaoh and the Amalekites j and the cnawer of Amrou 
exhibits a lively and not unfaithful picture of that singular coun­
try. 1215 "0 commander of the faithful, Egypt is a compound of 
black earth and green plants between a pulverized mountain and 
a red sand. The distance from Syene to the sea is a month's jour­
ney for a horseman; Along the valley descends a river, on which 
the blessing of the Most High reposes both in the evening and 
morning, and which rises and falls with the revolutions of the sun 
and moon. When the annual dispensation of Providence unlocks 
the springs and fountains that nourish the earth, the Nile rolls his 
swelling and sounding waters through the realm of Egypt: the 
fields are overspread by the salutary flood j and the villages com­
munic3te with each other in their painted barks. The retreat of 
the inundation deposits a fertilizing mud for the reception of the 
various seeds: the crowds of husbandmen who blacken the land 
may be compared to a swann of industrious ants j anJ their nl;l­
tive indolence is quickened by the lash of the task-m&ster, and the 
promise of the flowers and fruits C?f II plentiful increase. Their 
hope is seldom deceived ; but the riches which they extract from 
the wheat, the barley, and the rice, the legumes, the fruit-trees, 
and the cattle, are unequally shared between thosA who labor and 
those who possess. According to the vicissitudes of the seasons, 
the face of the country is adorned with a silver wave, a verdant 
emerald, and the deep yellow of a golden harvest." 1\19 Yet this 
beneficial order is sometimes interrupted j and the long delay and 
sudden swell of the river in the first year of the conquest might 
afford some color to an edifying fable. It is said that the annual 
sacrifice of a virgin 130 had been interdicted by the piety of 
Omar; and that the Nile lay sullen and inactive ill his shallow 
bed till the mandate of the caliph was cast into the obedient 
stream, which rose in a single night to the height of sixteen 
cubits. The admiration of the Arabs for their new conquest en­
couraged the license of their romantic spirit. We may read, in 
the gravest authors, that Egypt was crowded with twenty thou­
sand cities or villages: 131 that, exclusive of the Greeks and 
Arabs, the Copts alone were found, on the assessment, six millions 
of tributary subjects,132 or twenty millions of either sex, and of 
every age: that three hundred millions of gold or silver were an­
nually pai<1 to the treasury of the caliphs. 133 Our reason must be 
startled by these extravagant assertions j and they will become 
more palpable if we assume the compass and measure the extent 
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of IHl.bifable ground; a valley from the tropic to Memphis seldom 
uroader than twelve miles, and the triangle of the Delta, a flat 
surface of two thousand one hundred square leagues, compose a 
twelfth part of the mugnitude of Frnncc. 134 A more accurate re­
search will justify a more reasonable estimate. The three hun­
dred millions, created by the error of a scribe, are I'educed to t.he 
decent revenue of four millions three hundred thousand pieces of 
gold, of which nine hundred thousand were consumed by the pay 
of the soldiers. 131i Two authentic lists, of the present and of the 
twelfth century, are circumscribed within the respectable number 
of two thousand seven hund red villages and towns. 136 After a 
long residence at Cairo, a French consul has ventured to assign 
about four millions of Mahometans, Christians, and Jews, for the 
ample, though not incredible, scope of the popUlation of Egypt. 131 

IV. The conquest of A-frica, from the Nile to the Atlantic 
Ocean,138 was first attempted by the arms of the caliph Othman. 
The pious design was approved by the companions of Mahomet 
and the chiefs of the tribes; and twenty thousand Arabs marched 
from lfedina, with the gifts and the blessing of the commander of 
the faithful. They were joined in tlie camp of Memphis by 
twenty thousand of- their countrymen; and the conduct of the 
war was intrusted to Abdallah,139 the son of Said and the foster­
brother of the caliph, who had lately supplanted the conqueror 
and lieutenant of Egypt. Yet the favor of the prince, and the 
merit of his favorite, could not obliterate the guilt of his apos­
tasy. The early conversion of Abdallah, and his skilful pen, had 
recommended him to the important office of transcribing the 
sheets of the Koran: he betrayed his trust, cOlTupted the text, 
derided the errors which he had made, and fled to Mecca to 
escape the justice, and expose the ignorance, of the apostle. 
After the conquest of Mecca, he fell prostrate at the feet of }Ia­
hornet; his tears, and the entreaties of Othman, extorted a reluc­
tant pardon; but the prophet declared that he had so long hesi­
tated to allow time for some zealous disdple to avenge his in­
jury in the blood of the apostate. With apparent fidelity and 
effective merit, he served the religion which it was no longer his 
interest to desert: his birth and talents gave him an honorable 
rank among the Koreish; and, in a nation of cavalry, Abdallah 
was renowned as the boldeRt and most dexterous horseman of Ara­
bia. At the head of forty thousand :Moslems, he advanced from 
Egypt into the unknown countries of the West. The sands of 
Barca might be impervious to a Roman legion; but the Arabs 
were attended by their faithful camels; and the natives of the 
desert beheld without terror the familiar aspect of the soil and 
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climate. After a painful 'murch, they pitched their tents before 
the walls of Tripoli,140 a maritime city in which the narrw, the 
wealth, and the inhabitants of the province llad gradually cen· 
tred, and which now maintains the third rank among the states of 
barbary. A re·enforcement of Greeks was surprised and cut in 
pieces on the sea-shore; but the fortifications of Tripoli resisted 
the first assaults; and the Saracens were tempted by tile approach 
of the prrefect Gregory 141 to relinquish the labors of the siege for 
the perils and the hopes of a decisive action. If his standard was 
followed by one hundred and twenty thousand men, the reguler 
bands of the empire must have been lost in the naked and rijsor.. 
dcrly crowd of Africans and ~Ioors, who formed the streng~.ll, or 
rather the numbers, of his host. He rejected with indignation the 
option of the Koran or the tribute; and during several days the 
two armies were fiercely engaged from the dawn of light to tho 
hour of noon, when their fatigue and the excessive heat compelled 
them to seek shelter and refreshment in their respective camps. 
1'he daughter of Gregory, a maid of incomparable beauty and 
spirit, is said to have fought by his side: from her earliest youth 
she was trained to mount on horseback, to draw the bow; and to 
wield the cimeter; and the richness of her arms and apparel were 
conspicuous in the foremost ranks of the battle. Her hand, with 
a hundred thousand pieces of gold, was offered for the head of 
the Arabian general, and the youths of Africa were excitp.d by the 
prospect of the glorious prize. At the pressing solicitation of his 
brethren, Abdallah withdrew his person from the field; but the 
Saracens were discouraged by the retreat of their leader, and the 
repetition of these equal or unsuccessful conflicts. 

A noble Arabian, who afterwards became the adversary of Ali, 
and the father of a caliph, had signalized his valor in Egypt, and 
Zobeir WI was the first who planted the scaling ladder against the 
walls of Babylon. In the African war he was detached from the 
standard of Abdallah. On the news of the battle, Zobeir, with 
twelve companions, cut his way through the camp of the Greeks, 
and pressed forwards, without tasting either food or repose, 'to 
partake of the dangers of his brethren. He cast his eyes round 
the field: "Where," said he, " is our general~" " In his tent, " 
" Is the tent a station for the general of the Moslems ~'t Abdal· 
lah represented with a blush the importance of his own life, and 
the temptation that was held forth by the Roman prrefect. "R~ 
tort, H said Zobeir, "on the infidels their ungenerous attempt. 
Proclaim through the ranks that the head of Gregory shall be re· 
paid with his captive daughter, and the equal sum of one hun· 
dred thouiland pieces of gold." To the courage and discretion of 
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Zobeir the lieutenant of the caliph intrusted the execut~on of his 
own stratagem, which inclined the long-disputed balance in favor 
of the Saracens. Supplying by activity and artifice the deficiency 
of numbers, a part of their forces lay concealed iu their tents, 
while the remainder prolonged an irregular skirmish with the 
enemy till the sun was high in the heavens. On both sides they 
retired with fainting steps: their horses were unbridled, their 
ltrmor was laid aside, and the hostile nations prepared, or seemed 
to prepare, for the refreshment of the evening, and the encounter 
of the ensuing day. On-a sudden the charge was sounded; the 
Arabian camp poured forth a swarm of fresh and intrepid war­
riol'S; and the long line of the Greeks and Africans was surprised, 
assaulted, overturned, by new squadrons of the faithful, who, to 
the eye of fanaticism, might appear as a band of angels descend­
ing from the sky. The prrefect himself was slain by the hand of 
Zobeir: his daughter, who sought revenge and death, was sur~ 
rounded and made prisoner; and the fugitives involved in their 
disaster the town of Sufetula, to which they escaped from the 
sabres and lances of the Arabs. Sufetula was built one hundred 
and fifty miles to the south of Carthage: a gentle declivity is 
watered by a running stream, and shaded by a grove of junipel'­
trees; and, in the ruins of a triumphal arch, a portico, and 
three temples of the Corinthian order, curiosity may yet admire 
the magnificence of the Romans. 143 After the fall of this opulent 
city, the provincials and barbarians implored on all sides the 
mercy of the conqueror. His vanity or his zeal might be flattered 
by offers of tribute or professions of faith: but his losses, his 
fatigues, and the progress of an epidemical disease, prevented a 
solid establishment; and the Saracens, after a campaign of fifteen 
months, retreated to the confines of Egypt, with the captives and 
the wealth of their African .expe<1ition. The caliph's fifth was 
granted to a favorite, on the nominal payment of five hundred 
thousand pieces of gold;!U but the state was doubly injured by 
this fallacious transaction, if each foot-soldier had shared on~ 
thousand, and each horseman three thousand, pieces, in the 
real division of the plunder. The author of the death of Greg­
ory was expected to have claimed the m.ost precious reward 
of the victory: from his silence it might be presumed that he 
had fallen in the battle, till . the tears and exclamations of 
the prrefect's daughter at the sight of Zobeir revealed the valor 
and modesty of that gallant soldier. The unfortunate vir­
gin was offered, and almost rejected, as a slave, by her father's 
murderer, who coolly declared that his sword was consecrated io 
the service of religion; and that he labored for a recompense far. 
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abovtj dIe charms of mortal beauty~ or the riches of this transitf))'V 
life. A reward congenial to his temper waR the honorable com 
mission of announcing to the caliph Othman the success of his 
firms. The companions, the chiefs, and the people, were assem­
bled in the mosch of Medina, to hear the interesting narrative of 
Zobeir - ancl as the orator forgot nothing except the merit of his 
own counsels and actionE, the name of Abdallah was joined by the 
Arabians with the heroic names of Caled and Amrou. l4S 

The Western conquests of the Saracens were suspended near 
hventy years, till their dissensions were composed by the estab­
lishment of the house of Ommiyah ; and the caliph Moawiyah was 
invited by the cries of the Africans themselves. The successors 
of Reraclius haa been informed of the tribute which they had 
been compelled to stipulate with the Arab3; but instead of being 
moved to pity and relieve their distress, they imposed, as an 
equivalent or a fine, a second tribute of a similar' amount. The 
ears of the Byzantine ministers were shut against the complaints 
of their poverty and ruin: their despair was reduced to prefer the 
dominion of a single master; and the extortions of the patriarch 
of Carthage, who was invested with civil and military power, pro­
voked the sectaries, and even the Catholics of the Roman prov­
ince, to abjure the religion as well as the authority of their 
tyrants".'~ The first lieutenant of Moawiyah acquired a just re­
nown, subdued an important city, defeated an army of thirty 
thousand Greeks, swept away fourscore thousand captives, and 
enriched with their spoils the bold adventures of Syria and 
Egypt. lle But the title of conqueror of Africa is more justly due 
to his successor Akbah. He marched from Damascus at the head 
of ten thousand of the bravest Arabs; and the genuine force of 
the Moslems was enlarged by the doubtful aid and conversion of 
many thousand barbarians. It woutd be difficult, nor is it neces­
sary, to trace the accurate line of the progress of Akbah. The in­
terior regions have been peopled by the Orientals with fictitious 
armies and imaginary citadels. In the warlike province of Zab, 
or Numidia, fourscore thousand of the natives might aS8emble in 
arms; but the number of three hundred and sixty towns is incom­
patible with the ignorance or decay of husbandry; 141 and·a cir­
cumference of three leagues will not be justified by the ruins of 
Erbe or Lambesa, the ancient metropolis of that inland country. 
As we approach the sea-coast, the well-known cities of Bugia 148 

and Tangier 149 define the more certain limits of the Saracen vic­
tories. A remnant of trade still adheres to the commodiofts har", 
bor of Bugia, which, in a more prosperous age, is said to have 
~ontained about twenty thousand houses; and the plenty of iron 
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whIch is dug from the adjacent mountains might have supplied a 
braver peopl.3 with the instruments of defence. The remote posi~ 
tion and venerable antiquity of Tingi, or Tangier, have been deco­
rated by the Greek and Arabian fables; but the figurative expres­
/lions of the latter, that the walls were constructed of brass, and 
that the roofs were covered with gold and silver, may be inter­
preted as the emblems of strength and opulence. The province of 
~rauritani<\ Tingibna, !5() which assumed the name of the capital, 
had been-imperfectly discovered and settled by the Homans; the 
five colonies were confined to a narrow pale, and the more south­
ern parts were seldom explored except by the agents of luxury, 
who searched the forests for ivory and the citron-wood, Ir>l and the 
shores of the oceaD for the purple shell-fish. The fearless Akbllh 
plunged into the heart of the country, traversed the wilderness in 
which his successors erected the splendid capitals of Fez and 
Morocco, m and at length penetrated to the verge of the Atlantic 
and the great desert. The river Sus descends from the western 
sides of Mount Atlas, fertilizes, like the Nile, the adjacent soil, 
and falls into the sea at a moderate distance from the Canary, or 
Fortunate, Islands. Its banks were inhabited by the last of the 

'Moors, a race of savages, without laws, or discipline, or religion; 
they were astonished by the strange and irresist~ble terrors of the 
Oriental arms; and as they possessed neither gold nor silver, the 
richest spoil was the beauty of the female captives, some of whom 
were afterwards sold for a thousand pieces of gold. The career, 
though not the zeal, of Akbah was checked by the prospect of a 
boundless ocean. He spurred his horse into the waves, and rais­
ing his eyes to heaven, exclaimed with a tone of a fanatic, " Great 
God ! if my course were not stopped by this sea, I would still go 
on, to the unknown kingdoms of the West, preaching the unity of 
thy holy name, and putting to the sword the rebellious nations 
who worship any other Gods than thee." m Yet this Mahometan 
Alexander, who sighed for new worlds. was unable to preserve his 
recent conquests. By the universal defection of the Greeks and 
Africans. he was recalled from the shores of the Atlantic, and the 
surrounding multitudes left him only the resource of an honorable 
death. The last scene was dignified by an example of national 
virtue. An ambitious chief, who had disputed the command and 
failed in the attempt, was led about as a prisoner in the camp of 
the Arabian general. The insurgents had- trusted to his discon­
tent.o.nd revenge; he disdained their offers, and revealed tlie5r 
designs. In the hour of danger, the grateful Akbah unlocked his 
fetters and adviEed him to retire; he chose to die under the ban­
nnr of his rival. Embracing as friends and martns, they un· 
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sheathed their cimeters, broke their scabbards, and maintained an 
obstinate combat, till they fell by each other's side on the last of 
their slaughtered countrymen. The third general or governor of 
Africa, Zuheir, avenged and encountered the fate of his predeces­
sor. He vanquished the natives in many battles; he was over­
thrown by a powerful army, which Constantinople had sent to the 
':relief of Carthage. 

It had been the frequent practice of the 1rfoorish tribes to join 
the invaders, to 'Share the plunder, to profess the faith, and to 
revolt to their savage state of independence and idolatry, on the 
first retreat or misfortune of the Moslems. The prudence of Akbah 
had proposed to found an Arabian colony in the heart of Africa; 
a citadel that might curb the levity of the barbarians, a place of 
refuge to secure, against the accidents of war, the wealth and the 
families of the Saracens. With this view, and under the modest 
title of the station of a caravan, he planted this colony in the fif­
tieth year of the Hegira. In the present decay, Cairo an 154 still 
holds the second rank in the kingdom of Tunis, from which it is 
distant about fifty miles to the south: I5S its inland situation, 
twelve miles westward of the sea, has protected the city from the 
Greek and Sicilian fleets. 'Vhen the wild ueasts and serpents 
were extirpated, when the forest, or rather wilderness, was 
cleared, the vestiges of a Roman town were discovered in a sandy 
plain: the vegetable food of Cairoan is brought from afar; and 
the scarcity of springs constrains the inhabitants to collect in 
cisterns boud reservoirs a precarious supply of rain-water. These 
obstacles were subdued by the industry of Akbah ; he traced 8 

circumference of three thousand and six hundred paces, which he 
encompassed with a brick wall; in the space of five years, the 
governor's palace was surrounded with a sufficient number of 
private habitations; a spacious mosch was supported by five 
hundred columns of granite, porphyry, and Numidian marble; 
and Cairoan became the seat of learning as well as of empire. 
But these were the glories of a later age; the new colony was 
shaken by the successive' defeats of Akbah and Zuheir, and the 
western expeditions were again interrupted by the civil discord of 
the Arabian monarchy. The son of the valiant Zobeir maintained 
a war of twelve years, a siege of seven months against the house 
of Ommiyah. Abdallah was said to unite the fierceness of the 
lion with the subtlety of the fox, but if he inherited the courage, 
he was devoid of the generosity of his father.16G 

The return of domestic peace allowed the caliph Abdal­
malek to resume the conquest of -Africa; the standard was de­
livered to Hassan, governor of Egypt, and the revenue of that 
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kingdom, with an army of forty thousand men, was oonsecratcd 
to the important service. In the vicissitudes of war, the interior 
provinces had been alternately won and lost by the Saracens. 
But the sea-coast still remained in the hands of the Greeks; the 
predecessors of Hassan had respected the name and fortifications 
of Carthage j and the number of its defenders was recruited 
by the fugitives of Cabes and Tripoli. The arms of Hassan were 
bolder and more fortunate: he reduced and pillaged the metro­
polis of Africa; and the mention of scaling-ladders may justify 
the suspicion that he anticipated, by a sudden assault, the more 
tedious operations of a regular siege. But the joy of the con­
querors was soon disturbed by the appearance of the Christian 
SUCCOl'S. The prrefect and patrician John, a general of experi­
ence and renown, embarked at Constantinople the forces of the 
Eastern empire;161 they were joined by the ships and soldiers af 
Sicily, and a powerful re-enforcement of Goths 158 was obtained 
from the fears and religion of the Spanish monarch. The weight 
of the confederate navy broke the chain that guarded the en· 
trance of the harbor j the Arabs retired to Cairoan, or Tripoli ; 
the Christians landed; the citizens hailed the ensign of the cross, 
and the winter was idly wasted in the dream of victory or deliv­
erance. But Africa was irrecoverably ]ost; the zeal and resent­
ment of the commander of the faithful 169 prepared in the ensu­
ing spring a more numerous armament by sea and land; and the 
patrician in his turn was compeUed to evacuate the post and 
fortifications of Carthage. A second battle was fought in the 
neighborhood of Utica: the Greeks and Goths were again de­
feated; and their timely embarkation saved them from the sword 
of Hassan, who had invested the slight and insufficient rampart-of 
their camp. Whatever yet remained of Carthage was delivered 
to the :fiames, and the colony of Dido~eD and Cresar lay desolate 
above two hundred years, till a part, perhaps a twentieth, of the 
old circumference, was repeopled by the first of the Fatimite ca­
liphs. In the beginning of the sixteenth century, the second 
capital of the West was represented by a mosch, a college with­
out students, twenty-five or thirty shops, and the huts of five 
hundred peasants, who, in their abject poverty, displayed the 
arrogance of the Punic senators, Even that paltry village was 
Rwept away by the Spaniards whom Charles the Fifth had sta­
tioned in the fortress of the Goletta. The ruins of Carthage havo 
perished; and the place might be unknown if some broken 
arches of an aqueduct did not guide the footsteps of the inquisi.. 
tive traveller. le1 

The Greeks were expelled, but the Arabians were not yet mas· 
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ters of the country. In the interior provinces the 1tfoors or Ber­
&er8, m so feeble under the first Crosars, so formidable to the By­
zantine princes, maintained a disorderly resistance to the religion 
and power of the successors of Mahomet. Under the standard 
of their queen Cahina, the independent tribes acquired some de­
gree of union and discipline; and as the Moors respected in thejr 
females the character of a prophetess, they attacked the invaders 
with an enthusiasm similar to their own. The veteran bands of 
Hassan were inadequate to the defence of Africa: the conquests 
Df an age were lost in a single day ; and the Arabian chief, over­
whelmed by the torrent, retired to the confines of Egypt, an d 
exp3cted, five years, the promised succors of the caliph. After 
the retreat of the S'lracens, the victorious prophete_ss assembled 
the 1tIoorish chiefs, and recommended a measure of strange and 
savage policy. "Our cities," said she, " and the gold and silver 
which they contain, perpetually attract the arms of the Arabs. 
These vile metals are not the objects of our ambition; we content 
ourselves with the simple productions of the earth. Let us de­
stroy these cities; let us bury in their ruins those pernicious 
treasures; and when the avarice of our foes shaH bc:l destitute of 
temptation, perhaps they will cease to ~isturb the tranquillity of 
a warlike people." The proposal was accepted with unanimous 
applause. From Tangier to Tripoli, the buildings, or at least 
the fortification;;, were demolished, the fruit-trees were cut down, 
the means of subsistence were extirpated, a fertile and populous 
garden was changed into a desert, and the historians of a more 
recent period could discern the frequent traces of the prosperity 
and devastation of their ancestors. Such is the tale of the mod­
ern Arabians. Yet I strongly sU!~pect that their ignorance of an­
tiquity, the love of the marvellous, and the fashion of extolling 
the phiJosophy of barbarians, has induced them to describe, as 
one voluntary act, the calamities of three hundred years since the 
first fury of the Donatists and Vandals. In the progress of the 
revol~, Cahina had most probably contributed her share of de· 
struction; and the alarm of universal ruin might terrify and 
alienate the cities that had reluctantly yielded to her unworthy 
yoke. They no longer hoped, perhaps they no longer wished, 
~he return of their Byzantine sovereigns: their present servitude 
was not alleviated by the benefits of order and justice; and the 
most zealous Catholic must prefer the imperfect truths of the 
Koran to the blind and rude Idolatry of the Moors. The general. 
of the Saracens was again received as the savior of the province: 
the friends of civil society conspired against the stl.vages of the 
land; and the royal prophetess was slain in the first battle, which 
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overturne8 t.he baseless fabric of her superstition and empire. 
The same spirit revived under the successor of Hassan: it was 
finally quelled by the activity of Musa and his two sons; but the 
number of the rebels, may be presumed from that of three hundred 
thousand captives; sixty thousand of whom, the caliph's fifth, 
W('fC sold for the profit of the public treasury. Thirty thousand 
of the barbarian youth were enlisted in the troops; and the pious 
labors of ~Iusa, to inculcate the knowledge and practice of the 
Koran, accustomed the Africans to obey the apostle of God and 
the commander of the faithful. In their climate and government, 
their diet and habitation, the wandering ~foors resembled the 
Bedoweens of the desert. With the religion they were proud to 
adopt the language, name, and origin of Arabs: the blood of the 
strangers and natives was insensiuly mingled; and from the Eu. 
phrates to the Atlantic, the same nation might seem to he diffused 
over the sandy plains of Asia and Africa. Yet· I will not deny 
that fifty thousand tents of pure Arabians might be transported 
over the Nile, and scattered through the Libyan desert; and I 
am not ignorant that five of the :Moorish tribes still retain their 
barbarous idiom, with the appellation and cllRracter of white Afri­
cans.163 

V. In the progress of conquest from the north and south, the 
Goths and the Saracens encountered each other on the confines of 
Europe and Africa. In the opinion of the latter, the difference 
of religion is a reasonable ground of enmity and warfare. m 

As early as the time of Othman, J65 their piratical squadrons had 
ravaged the coast of Andalusia; IllS nor had they forgotten the re­
lief of Carthage by the Gothic succors. In that age, as well 
as in the present, the kings of Spain were possessed of tIle 
fortress of Ceuta; one 'of the columns of Hercules, which 
is divided by a narrow strait from the opposite pillar or point of 
Europe. A small portion of Mauritania was 8tm wanting to the 
African conquest; but ]\lusa, in the pride of victory, was repulsed 
from the wans of Ceuta by the vigilance and courage of Count 
Julian, the general of the Goths. From his disappointment and 
perplexity, ]\Iusa was relieved by an unexpected message of the 
Christian chief, who offered his place, his person, and his sword, 
to the successors of ]\fahomet, and solicited the disgraceful honor 
of introducinO'their arms into the heart of Spain. 161 If we in­
quire into th~ cause of his treachery, the Spaniards will repeat 
the popular story ot his daughter Cava j 188* of a virgin, who was 

• But. says M. Conde, the na~e of L.a. Cava, that.of Aura ~gsigned. ~ her attend­
ant, and all the circumstanccs With which the ta!e 18 etp.bclhahcd, dlstmctly prove
that this anecdote is nothing more than an ArabIan fictlOn, founded Oil some of tho 
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seduced, or ravished, by her sovereign; of a father who-sacrificed 
his !'eli6'ion ani country to the thirst of revenge. The passions of 
princes have often beetllicentious and destructive; but this well­
known tale, romantic in itself, is indifferently supported by ex­
ternal evidence; and the history of Spain will suggest some mo­
tives of interest and policy more congenial to the breast of a vet­
eran statesma.n. 16J After the decease or deposition of Witiza, his 
two sons were supplanted by the ambition of Roderic, a noble 
Goth, whose father, the duke or governor of a province, had fallen 
a victim to the preceding tyranny. The monarchy was still elect­
ive; but the sons of ·Witiza, educated on the steps of the throne, 
were imp:ltient of a private station. Their resentment was the 
mom dJ.ng.~rous, as it was varnished with the dissimulation of 
courts: their followers were excited by the remembrance of fa­
vor.:; and the promise of a revolution; and their uncle Oppas, arch­
bishop of ToLedo and Seville, was the first person in the church, 
and the second in the state. It is probable that Julian was in­
volved in the disgrace of the unsuccessful faction; that he h9.d 
little to hop3 ani mueh to fear from the new reign; and that the 
impru1ent king could not forget or forgive the injuries which 
Roieric ani his family had sustained. 1'he merit and infiuencJ 
of the count rendered him a useful or formidable subject: hi~ 
estates were ample, his followers bold and numerous; and it waS 
too fatally shown, that, by his Andalusian and 1tIauritanian com­
mands, he held in his hand the keys of the Spanish monarchy. 
Too feeble, however, to meet his sovereign in arms, he sought the 
aid of a foreign power; and his rash invitation of the Moors ancl 
Arabs produced the calamities of eight hundred years. In his 
epistles, or in a personal interview, he revealed the wealth and 
nakedness of his country; the weakness of an unpopular prince; 
the degeneracy of an effeminate people. The Goths were no 
longer the victorious barbarians, who had humbled the pride of 
Rome, despoiled the queen of nations, and penetrated from the 
D:l.nube to the Atlantic Ocean. Secluded from the-world by the 
Pyrcnre:ln mountains, the successors of Alaric had slumbered in a 
long peace: the walls of the cities were mouldered into dust: the 
youth had abandoned the exercise of arms; and the presumption 
of their ancient renown would expose them in ~ field of battle to 
the first assault of the invaders. The ambitious Saracen was fired 
by the ease and importance of the attempt; but the execution 
was delayed till he had consulted the commander of the faithful; 
and his messenger returned with the permission of Walid to annex 

p~pulnr 'poetic romances of the c'.>lllltrr. De MarIcs (the abbreviator of Conde),
Hlst. dCB Arabes en Espagne, vol. 1. p. 63.-M. 
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the unknown kingdoms of the West to the religion and tnrone of 
the caliphs. In his -residence of Tangier, ~[usa, with secrecy and 
caution, continued his correspondence and hastened his prepara­
tions. But the remorse of the conspirators was soothed by the 
fallacious assurance that he should content himself with the glory 
and spoil, without aspiring to establish the ]Ioslems beyond the 
sea that separates Africa from Europe .•70 _ 

Before Musa would trust an army of the faithful to the traitore 
and infidels of a foreign land, he made a less dangerous trial of 
their strength and veracity. One hundred Arabs, and foul' hun­
dred Africans, passed over, in four vessels, from Tangier or 
Ceuta: the place of their descent on the opposite shore of the 
strait is marked by the name of Tarif their chief; and the date 
of this memorable event 111 is fixed to the month of Ramadan, of 
the ninety-first year of the Hegira, t.o the month of July, seven 
hundred and forty-eight years from the Spanish rem of Cresar,172 
seven hundred and ten after the birth of Christ. From their first 
station they marched eighteen miles through a hilly country to 
the castle and town of Julian: m on which (it is still called 
Algezire) they bestowed the name of the Green Island, from a 
verdant cape that advances into the sea. Their hospitable enter­
tainment, the Christians who joined their standard, their inroad 
into a fertile and unguarded province, the richness of their spoil, 
and the safety of their return, announced to their brethren the 
most favorable omens of victory. In the ensuing spring five thou­
sand veterans and volunteers were embarked under the com­
mand of Tarik, a dauntless and skilful soldier, who surpassed 
the expectation of his chief; and the necessary transports were 
provided' by the industry of their too faithful aUy. The Saracens 
landedlH at the pillar or point of Europe; the corrupt and fa­
miliar appellation 'of Gibraltar (Gebel al Tarik) describes the 
mountain of Tarik; and the intrenchments of his camp were the 
first outline of those fortifications, which, in the hands of our 
countrymen, have resisted the art and power of the house of 
Bourbon. The adjacent governors informed the court of Toledo 
of the descent and progress of the Arabs; and the defeat of his 
lieutenant Edeco, who had been commanded to seize and bind the 
presumptuous strangers, admonished Roderic of the magnitude of 
the danger. At the royal summons, the dukes and counts, the 
bishops and nobles of the Gothic monarchy, assembled at the 
head of their followers; and the title of King of the Romans1 

which is employed by an Arabic historian, may he excused by the 
close affinity of language, religion, and manners, between the na­
tions of Spain. His army consisted of ninety or a hundred thou­
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sand men; a formidable power, if their fidelity and discipline had 
been adequate to their numbers. The troops of Tarik had been 
augmented to twelve thousand Saracens; but the Christian male­
contents were attracted by the influence of Julian, and a crowd 
of Africans most greedily tasted the temporal blessings of the 
Koran. In the neighborhood of Cadiz, the town of Xeres m has 
been illustrated by the encounter which determined the fate of the 
kingdom; the stl'eam of the Guadalete, which falls into the bay, 
divided the two camps, and marked the advancing and retreating 
skirmishes of three successive and bloody days. On the fourth 
day, the two armies joined a more serious and decisive issue j- but 
Alaric would have blushed at the sight of his unworthy successor, 
sustaining on his head a diadem of pearls, encumbered with a flow­
ing robe of gold and silken embroidery, and reclining on a litter 
or car of ivory drawn by two white mules. Notwithstanding the 
valor of the Saracens, they fainted under the weight of multi­
tudes, and the plain of Xeres was overspread with sixteen thou­
sand of their dead bodies. "}Iy brethren," said Tarik to his 
surviving companions, "the enemy is before you, the sea is be­
llind; whither would ye fly ~ ~~ollow your general: I am re­
solved either to lose my life, or to trample on the prostrate king 
of the Romans." Besides the resource of despair, he confided in the 
secret correspondence and nocturnal interviews of Count Julian 
with the sons and the brother of Witiza. The two princes amI 
the archbishop of Toledo occupied the most important posts: 
their well-timed defection broke the ranks of the Christians; 
each wa.rrior was prompted by fear 01' suspicion to consult his 
personal safety; and the remains of the Gothic army were scat­
tered ~r destroyed in the flight and pursuit of the three follow­
ing days. Amidst the general disorder, Roderic started from his 
car, and mounted Orelia, the fleetest of his horses; but he es­
caped from a soldier's death to perish more ignobly in the '\\aters 
of the Bretis or Guadalquivir. His diadem, his robes, and his 
courser, were found on the bank; but as the body of the Gothic 
prince was lost in the waves, the pride and ignorance of the 
caliph must have been gratified with some meaner head, which 

'was exposed in triumph before the palace of Damascus. " And 
such," continues a valiant historian of the Arabs, "is the fate of 
those kings who withdraw themselves from a field of battle~" ml 

Count Julian had plunged so deep into guilt and infamy that 
his only hope was in the ruin of his country. After the battle 
of Xeres, he recommended the most effectual measures to the vic­
torious Saracens. "The king of the Goths is slain; their princes 
have fled before you, th~ army is routed, the nation is astonished. 
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Serure with sufficient detachments the cities of Bretira, but in 
person, and without delay, march to the royal city of Toledo, and 
allow n(\t the distracted Christians either time or tranquillity for 
the election of a new monarch. " Tarik listened to his advice. A 
Roman captive and proselyte, who had been enfranchised by the 
caliph himself, assaulted Cordm''! with seven hundred horse: 
h(3 swam the river, surprised the town, und drove the Christians 
into the great church, where they defended themselves above 
three months. Another attachment reduced the sea-coast of Bre­
ticu, which in the last period of tIle Moorish power has comprised 
in a. narrow space the populous kingdom of Grenada. The march 
of Tarik from the Bootis to the Taglls 177 was directed through 
the Sierra Morena, that separates Andalusia and Castille, till he 
appeared in arms under the waUs of Toledo.179 The most zealous 
of the Catholics had escaped with the relics of their suints; and 
if the gates were shut, it was only till the victor had subscribed 
a fair and reJ.sonable capitUlation. The voluntary exiles were 
allowed to depart with their effects; seven churches were appro 
priated to the Christian worship; the archbishop and his clergy 
were at liberty to exercise their functions, the monka to practise 
or neglect their penance; Rnd the Goths and Romans were left in 
all civil and criminal cases to the subordinate jurisdiction of their 
own laws and magistrates. But if the justice of Tarik protected 
the Christians, his gratitude and policy rewarded the Jews, to 
whose secret or open aid he was indebted for his most important 
acquisitions. Persecuted by the kings and synods of Spain, who 
had often pressed the alternative- of banishment or baptism, that 
outcast nation embraced the moment of revenge: the comparison 
of their past and present state was the pledge of their fidelity; and 
the alliance between the disciples of Moses and of Mahomet was 
maintained till the final rera of their common expulsion. From 
the royal seat of Toledo, the Arabian leader spread his conquests 
to the north, over the modern realms of Castille and Leon; but 
it is needless to enumerate the cities that yielded on his approach, 
or again to describe the table of emerald, n9 transported from the 
East by the Romans, acquired by the Goths among the spoils of 
Rome, and presented by the Arabs to the throne of Damascus. 
Beyond the Asturian mountains, the maritime town of Gijon was 
the term 1110 of the lieutenant of ~Iusa, who had performed, with 
the speed of a traveller, his victorious march of seven hundred 
miles, from the Rock of Gibraltar to the Bay of Biscay. The 
failure of land compelled him to retreat ~ und he was recalled to 
Toledo to excuse his presu~ption ~f ~ubduing a kingdom in t~e 
absence of his general. SpaID, wInch lD a more savage and dis­
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orderly state had resisted, two hundred years, t.he armg of the 
Romans, was overrun in a few months by those of the Saracens; 
and such was the eagerness of submission and treaty, that. the 
governor of Cordova is recorded as the only chief who fell, with­
out conditions, a prisoner into their hands. The cause of the Goths 
had been irrevocably judged in the field of Xeres; and, in the 
national dismay, each part of the monarchy declined a contest 
with the antagonist who had vanquished the united strength of 
the whole. l8l That strength had been wasted by two successive 
seasons of famine and pestilence; and the governors, who were 
impatient to surrender, might exaggerate the difficulty of collect­
ing the provisions of a siege. To disarm the Christians, supersti­
tion likewise contributed her terrors: and the subtle Arab encour­
aged the report of dreams, omens, and propheCies, and of the 
portraits of the destined conquerors of Spain, that were dis­
covered on breaking open an ~partment of the royal palace. Yet 
a spark of the vital flame was still alive: some invincible fugi­
tives preferred a life of poverty and freedom in the Asturian val­
leys; the hardy mountaineers repulsed the slaves of the caliph; 
and the sword of Pelagius has been transformed into the sceptre 
of the Catholic kings. 18:1 

On the intelligence of this rapid success, the applause of }fusa 
degenerated into envy j and 11e began, not to complain, but to 
fear, that Tarik would leave him nothing to subdue. At the 
head of ten thousand Arabs and eight thousand Africans, he 
passed over in person from Mauritania to Spain : the first of his 
companions were the noblest of the Koreish ; his eldest son was 
left in the command of Africa; the three younger brethren were 
of an age and spirit to second 'the boldest enterprises of their 
father. At his landing in Algezire, he was respectfully enter­
tained by Count Julian, who stifled his inward remorse, and tes­
tified, both in words and actions, that the victory of the Arabs 
had not impaired his attachment to their cause. Some enemies 
yet remained for the sword of Musa. The tardy repentance of 
the Goths had compared their own numbers and those of the in­
vaders; the cities from which the march of Tarik had declined 
considered themselves as impregnable; and the bravest patriots 
defended the fortifications of Seville and :Merida. They were 
successively besieged and reduced by the labor of }Iusa, who 
transported his camp from the Bretis to the Anas, from the Guad­
alquivir to the Guadiana. When he beheld the works of 
Roman magnificence, the bridge, the aqueducts, the triumphal 
arches, and the theatre of the ancient metropolis of Lusitania, "I 
should imagine," said he to his four companions, "that the 1m­
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man race must have united their art and power in the foundation 
of this city: happy is the man who shall become its master 1" 
He aspired to tnat happiness, but the Emeritans sustained on this 
occasion the honor of their descent from the veteran legionaries 
of Augustus. 183 Disdaining the confinement of their walls, they 
gave battle to the Arabs on the plain; but an ambuscade, rising 
from the shelter of a quarry, or a ruin, chastised their indiscre., 
tion, and intercepted their return. The wooden turrets of assault 
were rolled forwards to the foot of the rampart; but the drfence 
of }Ierida WaS obstinate and long; and the castle qf the martyr8 
was a perpetual testimony of the losses of the 1tIoslems. The 
constancy of the besieged was at length subdued by famine and 
despair; and the prudent victor disguised his impatience under 
the names of clemency and esteem. The alternative of exile or 
tribute was allowed; the churches were divided between the 
two religions; and the wealth of those who had fallen in the 
sjege, or retired to Gallicia, was confiscated as the reward of the 
faithful. In the midway between Merida and Toledo, the Ueu­
tenant of Musa saluted the vicegerent of the cali ph, and conducted 
him to the palace of the Gothic kings. Their first interview was 
cold and formal: a rigid account was exacted of the treasures of 
Spain: the character of Tmik was exposed to suspicion and ob­
loquy; and the hero was imprisoned, reviled, and ignominiously 
scourged by the hand, or the command, of }fusa. Yet so strict 
was the discipline, so pure the zeal, or so tame the spirit, of the 
primitive :Moslems, that, after this public indignity, Tank could 
serve and be trusted in the reduction of the Tarragonest province. 
A mosch was erected at Saragossa, by the liberality of the Ko­
reish: the port of Barcelona was opened to the vessels of Syria; 
and the Goths were pursued beyond the Pyrenrean mountains into 
their Gallic province of Septimania or Languedoc. 18. In the 
church of St. Mary at Carcassone, }Iusa found, but it is improba­
ble that he left, seven equestrian statues of massy silver; and 
from his term or column of Narbonne, he returned on his foot­
steps to the Gallidan and Lusitanian shores of the ocean. Durir.g 
the absence of the father, his son Abdelaziz chastised the insur­
gents of Seville, and reduced, from Malaga to Valentia, the sea­
coast of the Mediterranean: his original treaty with the discreet 
and valiant Theodemir 18& will represent the manners and policy of 
the terms. "1'he conditions qfpeace agreed and 8'1J)&rTI, between Abde­
laziz, the son of Musa, the son qf Nassii-, and The<Jdemir prince of the 
Goth8. In the name of the most merciful God, Abdelaziz makes 
peace on these conditions: that Theodemir shall not be disturbed 
m his 'Principality; nor any injury be offered to the life or prop­



614 THE DECUNE AND FALL 

erty, the wives and children, the religion and temples, of the 
Christians : that Theodemir shall freely deliver his seven* cities, 
Orihuela, Valentola, Alicant, Mola, Vacasora, Bigerra, (now Be 
jar), Ora (or Opta) , and Lorca: that he shall not assist or enter 
tain the enemies of the caliph, but shall faithfully communicate 
his knowledge of their hostile designs: that himself, and each 0\ 
the Gothic nobles, shall annually pay one piece of gold, four 
measures of wheat, as many of barley, with a certain proportion 
of honey, oil, and vinegar; and that each of their vassals shall be 
taxed at one moiety of the said imposition. Given the fourth ot 
Regeb, in the year of the Hegira ninety-four, and subscribed 
with the names of four Mussulman witnesses. "186 Theodemir and 
his subjects were treated with uncommon lenity j but the rate of 
tribute appears to have fluctuated from a tenth to a fifth, accord­
ing to the submissioll or obstinacy of the Christians. lET In this 
revolution many partial calamities were inflicted by the carnal or 
religious passions of the enthusiasts: some churches were pro­
faned by the new worship: some relics or images were con­
founded with idols: the rebels were put to the sword; and one 
town (an obscure place between Cordova and Seville) was razed 
to its foundations. Yet if we compare the invasion of Spain by 
the Goths, or its recovery by the kings of Castille and Arragon, 
we must applaud the moderation and discipline of the Arabian 
conquerors. 

The exploits of ~Iusa were performed in -the evening of life, 
though he affected to disguise his age by coloring with a red 
powder the whiteness of his beard. But iq. the love of action and 
glory, his breast was still fired with the ardor of youth j and the 
possession of Spain was considered only as the first step to the 
monarchy of Europe. With a powerful armament by sea and 
land, he was preparing to repass the Pyrenees, to extinguish in 
Gaul and Italy the declining kingdoms of the Franks and Lom­
bards, and to preach the unity of God on the altar of the Vatican. 
From thence, subduing the barbarians of Germany, he proposed to 
follow the course of the Danube from its source to the Euxine 
Sea, to overthrow the Greek or Roman empire of Constantinople, 
and returning from Europe to Asia, to unite his new acquisitions 
with Antioch. and the provinces of Syria. 188 But his vast enter­
prise, perhaps of easy execution, must have s'3emed extravagant 
to vulgar minds; and the visionary conqueror was soon reminded 
of his dependence and servitude. The friends of Tarik had effec· 
tually stated his services and wrongs : at the court of Damascus. 

* Gibbon has mAde eight citlel3; in Conde's translation B1gerra does not ap·
Dear.-M. ­
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the proceedings of Musa were blamed, his intentions were sus­
pected, and his delay in complying with the first invitation wa't! 
chastised by a harsher and more peremptory summons. An in­
trepid messenger of the caliph entered his camp at Lugo in Gal­
licia, and in the presence of the Saracens. and Christians arrested 
the bridle of his horse. His own loyalty, or that of his troopt-, 
inculcated the duty of obedience: and his disgrace was alleviated 
by the recall ()f his rival and the permission of investing with his 
two governments his two sons, Abtlallah and Abdelaziz. His long 
triumph from Ceuta to Damascus displayed the spoils of Africa 
and the treasures of Spain: four hundred Gothic nobles, with 
gold coronets and girdles, were distinguished in his train j and 
the number of male and female captives, selected for their birth 
or beauty, was computed at eighteen, or even at thirty, thousand 
persons. As soon as he reached Tiberias in Palestine, he was ap­
l)rised of the sickness and danger of the caliph, by a private mes­
sage f1'om Soliman, his brother and presumptive heir j who 
wished to reserve for his own reign the spectacle of victory. Had 
Walid recovered, the delay of j\lusa would have been criminal: 
he pursued his march, and found an enemy on the throne. In his 
trial before a partial judge against a popular antagonist, he was 
convicted of vanity and falsehood·; and a fine of two hundred 
thousand pieces of gold either exllausted his poverty or proved 
his rapaciousness. The unworthy treatment of Tarik was revenged 
by a similar indignity; and the veteran commander, after a public 
whipping, stood a whole dayJn the sun befox:e the palace gate, 
till he obtained a decent exile, under the pious name of a pilgrim­
age to Mecca. The resentment of the caliph might have been 
satiated with the ruin of Musa; but his fears demanded the ex­
tirpation of a potent and injured family. A sentence of death 
was intimated with secrecy and speed to the trusty servants of the 
throne both in Africa and Spain; and the forms, if not the sub­
stance, of justice were superseded in this bloody execution. In 
the mosch or palace of Cordova, Abdelaziz was slain by the swords 
of the conspirators; they accused their governor of claiming the 
honors of royalty; and his scandalous marriage with Egilona, the 
widow of Roderic, offended the prejudices both of the Christians 
and Moslems. By a refinement of cruelty, the head of the son 
was presented to the father, with an insulting question whether 
he acknowledged the features of the rebel? "I know his feat­
ures " he exclaimed with indignation: "I assert his innocence; 
and 'I imprecate the same, a juster fate, against the authors of his 
death." The age and despair of Musa raised him above the power 
of kings, and he expired at Mecca of the anguish of a broken 



616 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

heart. His rival was more favorably treated: his- services were 
forgiven; and Tarik was permitted to mingle with the crowd of 
slaves.l~a I am ignorant whether Count Julian was rewarded 
with the death which he deserved indeed, though not from the 
hands of the Saracens j but the tale of their ingratitude to the sons 
of Witiza is disproved by the most unquestionable evidence. The 
two royal youths were reinstated in the private patrimony of 
their father j but Dn the decease of Eba, the elder, his daughter 
was unjustly despoiled of her portion by the violence of her uncle 
Sigebut. The Gothic maid pleaded her cause before the caliph 
Hashem, and obtained the restitution of her inheritance j but she 
was given in marriage to a noble Arabian, and their two sons, 
Isaac and Ibrahim, were received in Spain with the consideration 
that was due to their origin and riches. 

A province is assimilated to the victorious state by the intro­
duction of strangers and the imitative spirit of the natives j and 
Spain, which had been successively tinctured with Punic, and 
Roman, and Gothic blood, imbibed, in a few generations, the 
name and manners of the Arahs. The first conquerors, and the 
twenty successive lieutenants of the caliphs, were attended by a 
numerous train of civil and military followers, who preferred a 
distant fortune to a narrow hOp1e : the private and public interest 
was promoted by the establishment of faithful colonies; and the 
cities - of Spain were proud to commemorate the tribe or country 
of their Eastern progenitors. The victorious thuugh motley 
bands-of Tarik and .Musa asserted, by the name of Spaniards, 
their original claim of conquest j yet they allowed their brethren 
of Egypt to share their establishments of :Murcia and Lisbon. 
The royal legion of Damascus was planted at Cordova; that of 
Emesa at Seville; that of Kinnisrin or ChA.lcis at Jaen j that of 
Palestine at Algezire and Medina Sidonia. The natives of Yemen 
and Persia were scattered }"ound Toledo and the inland country, 
and the fertile seats of Grenada were bestowed on ten thousand 
horseinen of Syria and Irak, the children of the purest and most 
noble of the Arabian tribes. 1110 A spirit of emulation, sometimes 
beneficial, more frequently dangerous, was nourished by these 
hereditary factions. Ten years after the conquest, a map of the 
province was presented to the caliph j the seas, the rivers, ana. 
the harbors, the inhabitants and cities, the climate, the soil, and 
the mineral productions of the earth. 111 In the space of two cen­
turies. the gifts of nature were improved by the agriculture, m the 
manufactures, and the commerce, of an industrious people j and the 
effects of their diligence have been magnified by the idleness of their 
fa.ncy. The first of the Ommiades who reigned in Sllain solicited 
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the support of tlle Christians; and in his edict of peace and protec­
tion, he contents himself with a modest imposition of ten thousand 
ounces of gold, ten thousand pounds of silver, ten thousl1nd horses, 
as many mules, one thousand cuirasses, with an equal number of 
'lelmets and lances. 193 The most powerful of his successors de­
. ived from the same kingdom the annual tribute of twelve mil­
~ions and forty-five thousand dinars or pieces of gold, about six 
millions of sterling money ;IU4 a sum which, in the tenth century, 
most probably surpassed the united revenues of the Christian 
monarchs. His royal seat of Cordova contained six hundred 
moschs, nine hundred baths, and two hundred thousand houses; 
he gave laws to eighty cities of the first, to three hundred of the 
second and third order; and the fertile banks of the Guadalquivir 
were adorned with twelve thousand villages and hamlets. The 
Arabs might exaggerate the truth, but they created and they de­
scribed the most prosperous rera of the riches, the cultivation, 
and the populousness of Spain.1ur. 

The wars of the :Moslems were sancLfied by the prophet; but 
among the various precepts and examples of his life, the caliphs se­
lected the lessons of toIel'stion that might tend to disarm the resist­
ance of the unbelievers. Arabia was the temple and patrimony of 
the God of Mahomet j but he beheld with less jealousy and affection 
the nations of the earth. The polytheists and idolaters, who were 
ignorant ofbis name, might be lawfully extirpated by his votarieEjm 
but a wise policy supplied the obligation of justice; and after 
'iome acts of intolerant zeal, the 1\fahometan conquerors of Hin­
Qostan have spared the pagods of that devout and populous coun­
try. The disciples of Abraham, of 1tloses, and of Jesus, were sol­
emnly invited to accept the more perfect revelation of :Mahomet ; 
but if they preferred the payment of a moderate tribute, they were 
entitled to the freedom of conscience and religious worship. m In 
a field of battle the forfeit lives of the prisoners were redeemed by 
the profession of Islam; the females were bound 10 Embrace the relig­
ion of their masters, and a race of sincere proselytes was gradually 
multiplied by the education of the infant captives, But the mil· 
lions of African and Asiatic converts, who swelled the native band 
of the faithful Arabs, mUBt have been allured. rather than con­
strained, to declare their belief in one God and the apostle of God. 
By the repetition of a sentence and the loss of a foreskin, the sub­
ject or the slave, the captive or the criminal, arose in a moment 
the free and equal companion of the victorious :l\Ioslems. Every 
sin was expiated, every engagement was dissolved: the vow of 
celibacy was superseded by the indulgence of nature; the active 
spirits who slept in the cloister were awakened by the trumvet of 
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the Saracens; and in the convulsion of the world, every member 
of a new s~ciety ascended to the natural level of his capacity and 
courage. The minds of the multitude were temvted by the invisi­
ble as well as temporal blessings of the Arabian prophet; and 
charity will hope that many uf hi~ proselytes entertained a serious 
conviction of the truth and sanctity of his revelation. In the eyes 
of an inquisitive polytheist, it must appear worthy of the human 
and the divine nature. More pure than the system of Zoroaster, 
more liberal than the law of Moses, the religion of Mahomet might 
seem less inconsistent with reason than the creed of mystery and 
superstition, which, in the seventh century, disgraced the sim­
plicity of the..~ospel. 

In the extensive provinces of Persia and Africa, the national 
religion has been eradicated by the Mahometan faith. The am­
biguous theology of the Ma~i stood alone among the sects of the 
East: but the profane writmgs of Zoroaster m might under the 
reverend name of Abrahani, be dexterously connected with the 
chain of divine revelation. Their evil principle, the dmmon 
Ahriman, might be represented a~ the rival, or as the creature, of 
the God of light. The temples of Persia were devoid of images; 
but the worship of the sun and of fire might be stigmatized as a. 
gross and criminal idolatry. 11111 The milder sentiment was conse·' 
crated by the practice of Mahomet 200 and the prudence of the 
caliphs; the }Iagians or Ghebers were ranked with the Jews and 
Christians among the people of the written law; 201 and as late as, 
the third century of the Hegira, the city of Herat will afford a 
lively contrast of private zeal and public toleration. 202 Under the 
payment of an annual tribute, the Mahometan law secured to the 
Ghebers of Herat their civil and religions liberties: but the recent 
and humble mosch was overshadowed by the antique splendor of 
the adjoining temple of fire. A fanatic Iman deplored, in his ser-: 
mons, the scandalous neighborhood, and accuseu the weakness ur 
iiidifference of the faithful. Excited by his voice, the people 
assembled in tumult; the two houses of prayer were consumed by 
the :flames, but the vacant ground was immediately occupied by 
the foundations of a new mosch. The inj.lfed Magi appealed to 
the sovereign of Chorasan; he promised justice and relief; when, 
behold I four thousand citizens of Herat, of a grave character and 
mature age, unanimously swore that the idolatrous fane had ncoer 
existed; the inquisition was silenced, and their conscience was 
satisfied (says the historian }Iirchond 203) with this holy and mer­
itorious perjury. m But the greatest part of the temples of Persia 
were ruined by the insensible and general desertion of their vo­
taries. It was insenBible, since it is Dl)t accompanied with any 
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memoml of time or place, of persecution or resistance. It was 
general, since the whole realm. from Shiraz to Sam arcand, imbibed 
the faith of the Koran; and the preservation of the native tongue 
reveals the descent of the l\'Iahometans of Persia. m In the moun­
tains and deserts, an obstinate race of unbelievers adhered to the 
Bupel'stition of their fathers; and a faint tradition of the :Magian 
theology is kept alive in the province of Kirman, along the banke 
of the Indus, among the exiles of Surat, and in the colony which, 
in the last century, was planted by Shaw Abbas at the gates of 
}spahan. The chief pontiff has retired to :Mount Elbourz, eighteen 
leagues from the city of Yezd: the perpetual fire (if it continue to 
burn) is inaccessible to the profane j but his residence is the school, 
the oracle, and the pilgrimag eof the Ghebers, whose hard and uni­
form features attest the unmingled purity of their blood. Under 
the jurisdiction of their eJders, eighty thousand families maintain 
an innocent and industrious life: their subsistence is derived from 
some curious manufactures and mechanic trades j and they culti­
vate the earth with the fervor of a religious duty. Their ignorance 
withstood the despotism of Shaw Abbas, who demanded with 
threats and tortures the prophetic books of Zoroaster; and this 
obscure remnant of the ]\Iagians is spared by the moderation or 
contempt of their present sovereigns. 206 

The Northern coast of Africa is the only land in which the light 
of the gospel, after a long and perfect establishment, has been 
totally extinguished. The arts, which had been taught hy Car­
thage and Rome, were involved in a cloud of ignorance; the doc­
trine of Cyprian and Augustin w!!-s no longer studied. Five 
hundred episcopal c!mfches were overturned by the hostile fury 
of the :;)onatists, the Vandals, and the :Moors. The zeal and 
numbers of the clergy declined; and the people, without disci­
pline, or knowledge, or hope, suhmissively sunk under the yoke 
of the Arabian prophet. Within fifty years a-iter the expulsion of 
~he Greeks, a lieutenant of Africa informed the caliph that the 
tribute of the infidels was abolished by their conversion; 201 and, 
thongh he sought to disguise his fraud and rebellion, his specious 
pretence was drawn from the rapid and extensive progress of the 
:Mahometan faith. In the next age, an extraordinary mission of 
five bishups was detached from _Alexandria to Cairoan. They 
were ordained by the Jacobite patriarch to cherish and revive the 
dying embers of Christianity: 208 but the interposition of a foreign 
prelate, a stranger to the Latins, an enemy to the Catholics, sup­
poses the decay and dissolution of the African hierarchy. It was 
no longer the time when the successor of St. Cyprian, at the hend 
of a numerous synod. could maintain an equal contest with the 
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ambition of the Roman pontiff. In the eleventh century, the 
unfortunate priest who was seated on the ruins of Carthage im­
plored the arms and the protection of the Vatican; and he bitterly 
complains that his naked body had, been scourged by the Saracens, 
and that his authority was disputed by the four suffragans, the 
tottering pillars of his throne. Two epistles of Gregory the 
Seventh 209 are destined to soothe the distress of the Catholics and 
the pride of a Moorish prince. The pope assures the sultan that 
they both worship the same God, and may hope to meet in the 
bosom of Abraham; but the complaint that three bishops could 
no longer be found to consecrate a brother, announces the speedy 
and inevitable ruin of the episcopal order. The Christians of 
Africa and Spain had long since submitted to the practice of 
circumcision and the legal abstinence from wine and pork; and 
the name of Mozarabes m (adoptive Arabs) was applied to their 
civil or religious conformity. m About the middle of the twelfth 
century, the worship of Christ and the succession of pastors were 
abolished along the coast of Barbary, and in the kingdoms of 
Cordova and Seville, of Valencia and Grenada. m The throne of 
the Almohades, or Unitarians, was founded on- the blindest fa­
naticism, and their extraordinary rigor might be provoked or 
justified by the recent victories and intolerant zeal of the princes 
of Sicily and Castille, of Arragon and Portugal. The faith of the 
Mozarabes was occasionally revived by the papal missionaries; and, 
on the landing of Charles the Fifth, some families of Latin Chris­
tians were encouraged to rear their heads at Tunis and Algiers. 
But the seed of the gospel was quickly eradicated, and the long 
pI'ovince from Tripoli to the Atlantic has lost all memory of the 
language and religion of Rome. 213 

After the revolution of eleven centuries, the Jews and Christians 
of the Turkish empire enjoy the liberty of conscience which was 
granted by the Arabian caliphs. During the first age of the con­
quest, they suspected the loyalty of the Catholics, whose name of 
Melchites betrayed their secret attachment to the Greek emperor, 
while the Nestorians and Jacobites, his in:veterate enemies, ap­
proved themselves the sincere and voluntary friends of the 
Mahometan government. ~14 Yet this partial jealousy was healed 
by time and submission; the churches of Egypt were shared with 
the Catholics; m and all the Oriental sects were included in the 
common benefits of toleration. The rank, the immunities, the 
domestic jurisdiction of the patriarchs, the bishops, and the clergy, 
were protected by the civil magistrate: the learning of individuals 
recommended them to the employments of secretaries and physi­
dims: they were enriched by the lucrative collection of the 



OF THE ROMAN ElIPIRE. 621 

revenue; and their merit was sometimes raised to the command 
of cities and province~. A caliph of the house of Abbas was heard. 
to declare that the Christians were most worthy of trust in the 
adminilltration of Persia. "The Moslems," said he, "will abuse 
their present fortune; the Magians regret their fallfn greatness; 
and the Jews are impatient for their approaching deliverance." 2~6 
But the slaves of despotism are exposed to the alternatives of 
favor and disgrace. The captive churches of the East. have been 
afflicted in every age by the avarice or bigotry of their rulers; 
and the ordinary and legal restraints mmt be offensive to the pride, 

"or the zeal, of the Christians. 2I1 About two hundred years after 
:Mahomet, they were separated from their fellow-subjects by a 
turban or girdle of a less honorable color; instead of horses or 
mules, they were condemned to ride on asses, in the attitude of 
women. Their public and private buildings were measured by a 
diminutive standard; in the streets or the baths it is their duty 
to give way or bow down before the meanest of the people; and 
their testimony is rejected, if it may tend to the prejudice of a tru(: 
believer. The pomp of processions, the sound of bells or of 
psalmody, is interdicted in their worship; a decent reverence for 
the national faith is imposed on their sermons and c()nversations ~ 
and the sacrilegious attemnt to entf'r n. mosch, or to seduce a 
Mussulman, will not bp o.uncn:;l'. W (j::;C~p~ with impunity. In a 
time, however, of tranq::..:..!.!ity and jnstice, the Christians have never 
been compelled to renounce the Gospel, or to embrace the Koran i 
but the punishment of death is inflicted upon the apostates wh(} 
have professed and deserted the law of Mahomet. 'I'h~ martyrs 01 
Oordova provoked the sentence ~f the eadhi, by the public conJ 

fession of their inconstancy, or their passionate invectives against 
the person and religion of the prophet. 218 

At the end of the first century of the Hegira, the caliphs were 
the most potent and absolute monarchs of the globe. 'l'heir pre· 
rogative was not circumscribed.., either in right or in fact, by tlHJ 
power of the nobles, the freedom of the commons, the privileges 
of the church, the votes of a senate, or the memory of a free con· 
3titution. The authority of the companions of .Mahomet expired 
with their lives; and the chiefs or emirs of the Arabian tribes left 
behind, in the desert, the spirit of equality and independence. 
The regal and sacerdotal characters were united in the successor~ 
of :Mahomet; and if the Koran was the rule of their actions, the, 
were the supreme judges and interpreters of that divine book. 
They reigned by the right of conquest over the nations of th" 
East, to whom the name of liberty was unknown, and who wer:, 
accustomed to applaud in their tyrants the aots of violence am; > 
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severity that were exercised at their own expense. Under the last 
of the Ommiades, the Arabian empire extended two hundred days' 
jOUl'ney from cast to west, from the confines of Tartary and India 
to the shores of the Atlantic Ocean. And if we retrench the sleeve 
of the robe, as it is styled by their writers, the long and narrow 
province of Africa, the solid and compact dominion from Fargane. 
to Aden, from Tarsus to Surat, will spread on every side to th3 
measure of four or five months of the march of a caravan. 2J9 We 
should vainly seek the indissoluble nllion and easy obedience that 
pervaded the government of Augustus and the Antonines; but 
the progress of the 1\1ahometan religion diffused over this ample 
space a general resemblance of manners and opinions. The lan­
guage and laws of the Koran were .studied with equal devotion at 
Samarcand and Seville: the 1\1oor and the Indian embraced as 
countrymen and brothers in the pilgrimage of l\{ecca; and the 
Arauian language was adopted as _the popular idiom in all the 
provinces to the westward of the Tigris.m 
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