
MLCM 89/02346 


Second Session.-
GiftFT MEAD~ 

Glst B • GenCo 1 1 
! 1 ~6 

NITOR AND THE MERRIMAC, 

(Senate Bill 369; House Bill 3840.) 

Of the Reasons for mailing a grant in the nature of Prize

Money to the Officers and Crew of the U. S. Iron-Clad I 

Steamer Monitor for damage to the Confederate 

Iron-Clad Merrimac, March 9, 1862, and 

her subsequent destruction. 

WASHI~OTON, D. C.: 
THOMAS \ICGILL & Ct", LAW PRI!'IOTERS, 110-:' E STREF.""" NORTnWEST. 

lRWl. 



MLCM 89/02346 




THE MONITOR AND THE MERRIMAC. 

[SENATE BILL 369; HOUSE BILL 3840.] 

These two bills, in support of wbich we sball of reI' some 
suggestions, (Senate Bill No. 369 and House Bill No. 3840,) 
are identical in every respect. 

The bill was introduced in the Senate by Senator J. 
Donald Cameron, December 12, 1881; was favorably re
ported by the Committee on Naval Afiail's, April 5, 1882, 
and passed the Senate, May 24, 1882. It is now on the 
Speakel"s table of the House of R epresentatives. 

The House b,ill was favorably repol'ted by the House 
Committee on Naval Afiail's, January 31, 1882, (the memo
rial having previously been presented,) and is now on the 
Private Calendar. 

The bill is as follows: 

A BILL fol' the relief of the officers and crew of the 
United Stutes steamer Monitol' who participated in the 
action with the rebel iron-clad Merrimac on the ninth 
day of Marcb, eighteen hundred and sixty-two. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Oongress assembled, That the 
Secretary of the Navy is hereby authot'ized and directed to 
pay to Rear-Admiml John L. Worden and the officers and 
crew of the Ullited States stearneI' Monitor wbo partici
pated in the action with the rebel iron-clad Merrimac on 
the ninth day of l\1ar~h, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, 
including Cbief Engineer Alban C. Stimers and Acting 
Mastel' Samuel Howard, such a sum as shall be duly found 
by the said Secretary to bave been the actual value of the 
saiJ iron-clad Merrimac and hel' Ul'mament at tbe date of 
said action, not exceeding the sum of two hundred thou
sand dollars. 
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SEC. 2. Tbat the sum to be thus distributed shall be iD 
lieu of the bounty provided by section forty-six hun~red 
and thirty-five of the Revised Statutes of the DUlted 
States, and shall be distributed in the proportions fixed by 
law in cases where 'the capturing or destroying vessel was 
acting independently of the commanding officer of a fleet. 
squadl'On, 01' division. 

SEC. 3. That in case of the death, either before or after 
the passage of this act, of any person who would be en
titled, if living', to share in its benefits, the sum falling due 
to snch perso;l shall be paid to his widow, if living, aod if 
no widow be living, then to his child or children, if living, 
and if no child 01' children be living, then to his executor 
or administratOl', for the benefit of hiR beirs at law. 

SEC. 4. That for the purpose of calTying this act into ef
fect the sum of two hundred thousand dollars, or 80 much 
thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Passed the Senate, May 24, 1882. 

HISTORY. 

For historic accounts of the celebrated engagement of 
March 9, 1862, between tlJe Monitor and the Merrimac. 
see 

Swi11ton's Twelve Decisive Battles of the War, pp. 
226-261. 

History of the Civil War in America, by the Comte 
de Paris, Vol. 1, pp. 591-608. 

Greeley'S American Conflict, Vol. 2, pp. 115-120. 

For official reports, see 
Report of Secl'etary of the Navy, 1862, pp. 28-32. 

91-106. 
House Report No. 144, 47th Congress, 1st Session. 
Senate Report No. 394, 47th. Congress, 1st Session. 

For the convenience of Members not having at band 
histories of the war as above cited, we give below an ac
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count of the voyage and battle of the Monitor, on which 
the claim for prize-money in this case is based, drawn from 
the D.Ost authentic sources. 

The constl'Uction of the iwn-clad steamer Monitor was 
a marvel .of engineel'ing skill and pl'Omptness. The con
tract for her construction waR signed by EI'icsson, her 
inventor and maker, on the 25th of Octobel', ] 861, and 
on the 30th of January, 1862, she was completed and 
launched. 

Owing to delays, however, from various causes, she did 
not make her first trial-trip till the 19th of February, and 
did not sail from New York till the 6th of March, 1862. 
Lieutenant John L. W ordon was placed in command of 
bel' with a picked cl'ew consisting of volunteers only. 
The voyage of this vessel of a new alld untried con
stl'llCtion was considered too hazardous an experimellt to 
risk the lives of unwilling sailors. It was pl'etlicted by 
many tbat she would sink in makiug the passage to Hamp
ton HoadA, when a few miles out at sea; and those who 
sailed upon her absolutely took their lives in tbeir hands. 
The voyage from N ew York to Hampton Hoads proved to 
be a difficult and dangorous one. Although she left New 
York Bay with a modomte wind, it had freshened by 
noon of the 7th (the next day) to a strong breeze oft· shore. 
causing a rough sea w1ich broke cOllstalltly and violently 
over the deck, and fOI'ced the wate!' in considerable 
qnantities into the vessel from the hawse-pipes nnclel' the 
turret, and in various other places. About foul' o'clock in 
the afternoon, the ,;vind and sea still increasing, the water 
broke over the smoke and blowel' pipes, the formet' six 
and the latter foUl' feet high, which, wetting the blower
bands, caused them to slip, and finally to break. 

The blower being thus stopped, there was no dl'aft for 
the furnaces, and the engine and fire-rooms became imme
diately filled with gas. The senior engilleer, Isaac New
ton, and his assistant, met the emergency with great de
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termination, but were ·unable to fight against the gas, 
which, in a very short time, prostrated them apparently 
lifeless upon the floor of the engine-room, from which 
they were rescued and calTied to the top of the turret, 
where they finally revived. The engine having been thus 
rendered useless for either propulsion or pumping, the 
water, which was entering the vessel in many places, in
creased rapidly. In the evening the vessel got into 
smoother water, permitting some repairs to the engine and 
blowers; but shortly after midnight the sea became rough 
again, and broke violently ovel' the deck. Tbe wheel
rope, too, became entangled and jammed, and for half an 
hour the vessel yawed unmanageably; but, fortunately, 
sbe finally got into smooth water again. 

With no further serious misbap, however, sbe arrived in 
Hampton Roads on tbe afternoon of March 8. About four 
o'clock in tbe afternoon they passed Cape Hemy light, and 
soon afterwards beard heavy firing in the direction of 
Fortress Monroe, indicating an engagement, which they 
rightly concluded to be with the Merrimac, as they had 
been informed of her preparation to get to sea. Lieuten
ant Worden immediately ordered the vessel to be stripped 
of her sea rig, the turret to be keyed up, and in every way 
to be prepared for action . About midway between Cape 
Hemy and Fortress Monroe a pilot-boat came along and 
gave them a pilot, fl'om whom they learned of the advent 
of the Merrimac, tbe disaster to the ships Cumberland 
and Congress, and the generally gloomy .condition of 
afiilirs in IIamptop Hoads. 

The history of the destruction of these gallant vessels and 
the subsequent battle of Sunday, the 9th, between the Mon
itor and the Mel'l'imac, may be best clescl'ibed in the gl'aphic 
language of MI', Swinton in his" Decisive Battles of the 
War :" 

"An hour after noon of the 8th of March 1862 a fleet 
of steamers was discovered by the Union lookout iu'Hamp
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ton Roads, descending the Elizabeth Rivel', rounding Sew
all's Point, and standiug up towards ~ewport News. The 
signals were promptly made to tbe blockading Rqlladron in 
that neighborhood, wbereof two sailing vessels, the frigate 
Congress and the sloo]J-()f~\Yar Cllmbel'!and, were anchored 
oft· Newport Kews, and the remainder of the fleet neaI' and 
about Fort ~lonroe, six miles distant. So soon as the ticl
ings spread, the fine frigates Minnesota, Roanoke, and St. 
Lawrence got under way, slipped tlleir cab~es, aud, with 
the aid of tugs, moved up to,,'ards the approaching enemy. 
The gale of tlHl pI'evious da.) bad abated, and there 'was but 
little wind ()I'sea. As the Oonfederate fleet steamed steadily 
jnto view, its character became apparent; the centnt.! fig
ure was the long-expected Merrimac, whose advent had 
been the theme of speculation tbrough days and nights, for 
many weeks, not onl.' in the sqlladl'On which waited to re
ceive her, but throughout the country. The cry of' the 
Merrimac! the Merrimac!' speedily ran from ship to fort 
and from fort to shore. '1'0 the curious eyes of the thousand 
spectators gazing intently from neal', 01' peering through 
telescopes from afar, Rbe seemed a grim-looking structure 
enough-like tbe roof of an immense bnilding sunk to the 
eaves. Playing al'ound hel', and apparently guiding her 
on, were tvvo well-armed gun-boats, the Jamestown and 
Yorktown, formerly New'Yol'k and Richmoud packets, 
whicb seemed to act like pilot ..nsh to the sea-monstel' they 
attended. Smallel' tugs and gun-boats followed in her 
wake, some of which had emerged from the James River. 
On she carne, the Cumberland and Congl'ess meanwhile 
bravely standing their gl'Ound; and as the Merrimac ap
pl'Oached the latter vessel, she opened the battle with the 
angry roar of a few heavy gnns. The Congress answered 
with a full broadside, and when the Merrimac, passing her, 
bore down upon the Oumberland, the latter too brought to 
bear upon her evel'Y available gnn in a well-delivered fire. 
'1'0 the chagrin of both vessels, theil' heaviest shot glallced as 
idly from the flanks of theil' antagonist as peas blown at the 
bide of a rhinoceros. Hot and terrific as was the ti ring that 
now took place, the contest could only he of short clul'a
tiOD . With fell intent, the huge krakell, unharmed by the 
missiles rained upon bel', bore down upon the Oumber
land, and striking that ill-fated vessel with her iron beak, 
under tel'l'ific momentum, rent a gl'eat gaping cavern in 
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ber side. In an instant it was seen that all was over with 
the Cumberland. But, while the waters rushed into the 
yawnillg chasm, and while the ship sank lower and lo:ver, 
hel' gallant crew, led by their heroic con~mander, Lleut. 
Morris, refused to quit their posts, and wI~h lo~d cheers 
continued to pour their broadsides upon the gIgantIc enemy. 
As the guns touched the water they delivered a last vol
ley; theu do"vn to her glorious grave went the good Cum
berland and her crew, with hel' flag still proudly waving at 
her mast-bead. 

"Meanwhile, the consorts of the Merrimac had fm'iously 
engaged the Congress with their heavy guns. Warned by 
the horrible fate of the Cumberland, sbe had been run 
aground in an effort to avoid being rammed by the Merri
mac. But the latter, at half~past two, coming up from the 
destruction of the Cumberland, took deliberate position 
astern of the Congress and raked her with a horrible fil'e 
of heavy shells. Another steamer attacked her briskly on 
the starboard quarter, and at length two more-an un
needed reinforcement-came up and poured in a fresh and 
constant fire. Nevertheless, until four o'clock the unequal, 
hopeless cOllteet was maintained; and with each hOITible 
crash of shell the splinters flew out and the dead fell to the 
deck of the dauntless Congress. She could bring to bear 
but five guns on her adversaries, and of these the shot 
skipped harmlessly from the iron hump of the dread mon
ster who chiefly engaged her. At last not a single gun 
was available; the ship was encircled by enemies; her 
decks were covered with dead and dying, for the slalwhter 
had been terrible; hel' commandel' had fallen; she w~s on 
fire in several places; everyone of the approaching Union 
vessels bad grounded; no relief was pol:isible; then, and 
then only, was the stubborn contest ended, and the flag of 
the COllgress hauled down. 

"And 110W, with the waters rollino- over the Oumber
land, and with the Congress in flm~es the Confederate 
dragon, still belching be~ fiery, sulphm~us breath, turned 
greedy aud grim to the rest of the Ullion squadron. 
A~Tived within a mile and a half of Newport News, the 
Mmnesota grounded while the tide was rUl1uino- ebb

• ::> ' 
aud there remamed, a helpless spectator of the sinkino- of 
the Cumberland and the burning of the Oongress. The 
Roanoke, following after, groulldeu in her tum; more for
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tunate, with the aid of tugs, she got off again, aud, her 
propeller being useless, withdrew down the harbor. In 
fine, the St. Lawrence gl'Ouuded near the }lil1nesota. At 
four o'clock the Merrimac, Jamestown, and Yorktown 
bore down upon the latter vessel; but the huge couch
ing monster which in a twinkling would have visited upon 
her the fa~e of the Cumberland, could not, from her gl'eat 
draft, approach within a mile of the stranded prey. She 
took position on the starboard bow of th'e Minnesota and 
-opened with hel' ponderous battery, yet with so little accu
racy that only one shot was efFective, that passing through 
the Union steamer's bow. As for her consorts, they took 
position on the port bow and stem of the Minnesota, and 
with their heavy rifled ordnar-lCe played severely upon the 
vessel, and killed and wounded many men. 

"The Menimac meanwhile gave a share of hel' favors to 
the St. Lawrence, which had just grounded near the Min
nesota and had opened an illeftectual fil'e. One huge shell 
penetrated the starboard quarter of the St. Lawrence, pass
ing through the ship to the port side, completely demol
ished a bulk-head, stmck against a strong iron bal', and 
retumed unexploded into the ward-I'oom; such were the 
projectileg which the MelTimac was flinging into wooden 
I:Ihips. Vel'y soon the St. Lawrence got afloat by the aid 
of a tug, and was ordered back to Fort Monroe. The 
grounding of the Minnesota had prevented the use of her 
battery, but at length a heavy gUll was broug-ht to bear 
upon the two smaller Confederate steamers, with marked 
effect. As for the lO-inch pivot gun, its heavy shot were 
harmless against the Menimac. Thus the afternoon wore 
on, till with the parting day died the fury of the battle. At 
length, at seven O'clock, to the great relief of the Union 
squadron, all three Confederate vessels hauled oft· and 
steamed back to Norfolk.* 

"So ended the first day's battle in Hampton Roads. What 
wild excitement, what griet~ what anxiety, what telTible fore
boding fOl' the morrow possessed the Union squadl'On when 
night fell cannot be described: all was panic, confusion, and 
collstematioll. Tbat the Mel'rimac would renew the battle 
in the moming was too evident, and the result must be the 
destl'Uction of a part of the fleet, the dispersion of the I'est, 

*Sewall's Point, 
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and the 10ss of the harbor at Hampton Roads. Her first 
victim would be the Minnesota, now helplessly aground 
ofl:' Newport News; next, wbate\-er vesRel migllt be bl'ave 
or rash enouO'h to put itself in her \Yay; whetLer she wonld 
tben pause t; reduce Fort Monroe, or, passing it by, would 
run alOllO' tbe northern coast, carrying terror to the lIational 
capital, ~, making her dread apparition in the harbor of 
New YOl'k, was uncertain. Tbe commander of the fort, 
General Wool, telegraphed to Washington that pl'Obably 
both the Minnesota and the St. Lawrence would. be cap
tured, and that' it was thought tbat the :Merrimac, James
town, and Yorktown will pass the fort to-lligIJt.' Mean
while that officer admitted that, should the Menimac pre
fer to attack the fort, it would be only a question of a few 
days when it must be abandonecl. 

"It was upon such a scene that the little Monitor quietly 
made her appearance at eight o'clock in the evening, 
baving left the harbor of New York two days hefore. 
Long before her arrival at the anchorage in Hampton 
Roads, the sound of heavy guns was distinctly heard. on 
board, and shells were seen to burst in the ail'. The cha
gl'illed officers of the Monitor conceived it to lie an at· 
tacK upon Norfolk, for which they were too late, and tbe 
ship was urged more swiftly alollg. At length a pilot 
boarded bel', and, half terror-stricken, gave a confused ac
count of tbe Merrimac's foray, The response was a de
mand upon him to put the Monitor alongside the Men'i
mac; terrified at whicb, the moment the Roanoke was 
reached, he jumped into bis boat and ran away. The ap
pearance of the Monitor did little to abate the consterna
tion prevailing, That so insignificant a structure could 
cope witb the giant Merrimac was not credited; and tbose 
who had anxiously watched for her arrival, fOl' she bad 
been telegraphed as having left New York, gazed with 
blauk astonishment, maturing to despair, at the puny afFair 
before tbem. Her total weight was but nine hundred 
tons, while that of the Merrimac was five thousand ;-wbat 
had yonder giant to fear f!'Om this dwarf? A teleO'ram 
f!'Om Washiugton had ordered the Monitor to be 0 sent 
thither the moment she arrived; but this, of course, was. 
now disregarded, and the senior officer of the squadron, 
Captain Marston, of the Roanoke, authorized Lieutenant 
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Worden to take tbe Monitor up to the luckless ~1innesota 
and pl'Otect her. 

"It was a memorable night. In fort, Oil slJipboal'd, and 
on shore, .Federals and Confederates alike could not sleep 
fl'?m e.xCltem.e~lt; .these were flushed with triumph and 
wlld with alltIClpatIon; those wel'e oppressed with anxiety, 
or touched the depths of despair. NOI'folk was ablaze 
with the victory, and the snilors of the ~el'l'imac and her 
consorts carOllsed with its grateful citizens. III Hampton 
H.oaus, amidst the bustle of the hour, some bopeless prepa
rations were made for the morrow. 

"TIle Monitol', on reaching the Roanoke, found the 
decks of the flagship sanded, and all hands at quarters re
solved, though destruction stared them in tIle face, to go 
down in a bard fight. Her sistel'-ship still lay aground off 
Newport News, tugs toiling all night painfully, but use
lessly, to set bel' afloat again; meanwhile a fresh supply of 
ammunition was sent to her. As for the officel's and crew 
of the Monitol', though \yom out by their voyage from 
New York, they had little mind for sleep, and passed much 
of the nigbt ill f()l'ecasting the issue of the coming day_ 
The stol'ies pOlJl'ed into their eal's respecting the al'Tnor 
and batten' of the Merrimac had 110t dismayed them or 
weakened their confidence in theil' own vessel; yet, as the 
officers had 'not been long enough on her to leal'll hel' 
qualities, nor the mell to be drilled at the guns and at 
quarters, the guns, the turrets, the engines, the gear, and 
everything else, wel'e carefully examined, and proved to 
be in working order. 

" While thus in toil and expectation the night hours pass
ed, an entrancing spectacle illumined the waters.around. 
The landscape, a short distance oft', in the direction of N ew
port News, was brilliantly lighted by the flames of the 
burning Congress, Evel' and anon a shotted gun, boom
ing like a sio-nal of distress, startled the ail' around the 
ill-fated ship, when its charge had been ignited by the 
slowl.y-spreading flames. 

"Ten hours now the ship had heen burning; and at one 
o'clock in the night the fire reaehed the magazine, which 
hlew up with an explosion heard more than fifty mile~ away. 
At once, in a gorgeous pyrotechllY, huge masses of burn
ino- timber rose and floated in the ail', and strewed the 
w;tel's far and wide with the glowing debris of the wreck; 
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then succeeded a sullen and ominous darkness, in which 
the flickering of the embers told that the course of the 
Congress was nearly run. Meanwhile the dark outline of 
the mast and yards of the Cumberland was projected in 
bold relief on the illumined sky. Her ensign, never hauled 
down to the foe, still floated in its accustomed place, and 
there swayed slowly and solemnly to and fro, with a re
quiem-gesture all but buman, over the corpses of the hun
dreds of brave fellows who went clown with their ship. 

" At six o'clock on the moming of March 9th, the officer 
on watch on the Minnesota made out the Merrimac thl'Ough 
the mormng mist, as she approached from Sewall's Point. 
She was up betimes for bel' second raid, in order to have a 
long day for the work. Quickly the Monitor was notified, 
and got up her anchor; tbe il'On batches were i.ben bat
tened down, and those below depended on candles for their 
light. It was a moment of anxiety on the little craft, for 
there had been no time for drilling tIle ruen, except in firing 
a few rounds to test the compressors and the concussion; 
and all that the officers themeel yes, who were now to figbt 
the ship, knew of the operation of the turret and gnns, 
they learned from the two engineers who were attached to 
the vessel, and who had superintended her construction. 
When the great smoke-pipe and sloping casemate of the 
Confederate Cilme clearly into view, it was evident that the 
latter had been smeared with tallow to assist in glancing 
ofr the shot. As she came down from Cmney Island, the 
Minnesota beat to quarters; but tbe Merrimac passed bel' 
and ran down neal' to tbe rip raps, when she tumed into 
the channel by which the Minnebota had come. Her aim 
was to capture the latter vessel and take her to foriolk, 
where crov.ds of people lined tbe wharves, elated with suc
cess, and waiting to see the ~1il1nesota leu back as a prize. 
Wben the Merrimac had appl'Oacbed within a mile, the 
little Monitor came out fl'Om uuder the Millnesota's quar
ter, ran down in hel' wake, to within short range ot' the 
Merrimac, 'completely covering my ship,' says Captain 
Van Brunt, 'as fal' as was possible with her diminutive 
dimensions, and, much to my astonishment, laid herself 
right alongside of tbe Merrimac.' Astounded as tbe 
Merrimac lVas at tbe miraculous appearance of so odd a 
fisb, the gallantry with which the Mouitqr had dasbed into 
the very teeth of its guns was not less Burpl'isiug. It was 
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Goliatb to David, and with something of the coat-of-mailed 
P.bilistine'~ disdain, the Menimac looked down upon the 
pIgmy whlCh had tbus undertaken to champion the Minne
sota. A. moment mOl'e and the contest began. Tbe Merri
mac let fly against the tUl'l'et of her opponent two or three 
such broadsides as had finished the Cumberland and Con
gress, and would have finished the Minnesota; but her 
heavy shot, rattling against the iron cyliuder, rolled off 
even as the volleys of hel' own victims had glanced from 
the casemate of the Merl'imac. Then it was that the word 
of astonishment was passed, ' the Yankee cheese-box is 
made of iron.' The duel commenced at eight o'clock on 
Sunday and was waged with ferocity till n001l . So eager 
and so confident was each antagonist that often the vessels 
tonched, iron rasping against iron. Thl'ongh most of 
the battle they were distant but a few yal'ds, Several 
times while thus close alongside the Merrimac let loose 
bel' full bl'Oadside of six guns, and the al'mor and turl'et 
of the little Monitor were soon covered with dents. The 
Menimac bad fOl' those days a very formidable battery, 
consisting of two 7t -inch rifles, employing twenty - one 
pound chal'ges, and four 9-incb Dahlgrens in each broad
side. Yet often her shot, striking, bl'oke and were scat· 
tered about the Monitor's decks in fl'agments, afterwards 
to be picked up as tl'Ophies. The Monitol' was struck in 
pilot-house, in turl'et, ill side armor, in deck; but with 
bel' five inches of iron, backed by thl'ee feet of oak, the 
crew were safe in a perfect panoply; while, from the im
pregnable tUl'ret, the 11-inch guns answered back the broad
sides of the Mel'rimac." 

Swinton's Twelve Decisive Battles of the War, pp, 
241-249. 

Armor, however, gained the victory over guns, Un
precedented as was the artillery employed, it was fOl' the 
first time called upon to meet iron-clad vessels. Even the 11
inch Dahlgl'en guns with which the Monitor was armed 
could not pierce tbe sides of the Merrimac, though she was 
terribly dented ancl her timbel's broken, The Merrimac 
endeavored to run down the Monitor and destroy her with 
ber iron beak or prow, as she bad done the Cumberland 



12 


on the day previous, but, by a clever shifting of the helm, 
the Monitol' only reccived a glancing blow on her side

• ~ ?71..., 
armor; but the blolV agaillst the Monitol' sprung the ste~ 
of the MelTimac and caused her to leak more thall she had 
been doing. Fillally, howevel', a shot from the Monitor, 
whose guns had been depressed for that purpose, stmck 
the ~lelTimac in her ollly vulnerable part, the junction of 
the casemate with the side of the ship. causing a leak which 
indueed her officers to abalHlon the contest. 

After fouL' hOlll's of fierce effort slle abandoned the fight 
and steamed away for Nod'olk to tell her vexation to the 
disappointed throng of' spectators and then to go into dock 
for repairs, Her injul'ies are described b.y Oaptain James 
Byers, master of the steam-tug J. B. \Vhite, an eye wit
ness, who examined hel' in dock the day afte!' the battle, 
as having been terrible. In his affidavit, quoted in the 

. committee's repol't, he says: 

"The Merrimac came back into the rive!' badly dis
abled, and almost in a sinking condition. Tugs had" to be 
used to get her into the dry-dock at the navy yard, the 
crew pumping and hailing water with all their might to 
keep her afloat. I saw he!' in the dock at Norfolk next 
day, was on board of her, and made a personal examina
tion of the ship. rfhe effect of the Monitor's gUl~s upon 
the Merrimac was terrible. Hel' plated sides were broken 
in, the iron plating rent and brokell, the massive timbers 
of her sides crushed; and the officers themsel yes stated 
that she could not have withstood the effect of the Moni
tor's guns allY longer, and that they barely escaped in time 
from her.' " 

In a report made on this battle by Lieutenant (now Ad
miral) Worden, he says : 

"The Merrimac having been thus checked in hel' career 
of destruction and dl'iven back crippled and discomfited, 
the question arises, should she have been followed in her 
retreat to Norfolk? That such a (,!ourse would commend 
itself very temptingly to the gallalltl'y of au officer and be 
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difficult to resist, is undeniable; yet I am convinced tbat 
undel' tbe conditicltl of afFairs theu existinO' at Hampton 
Roads, and tbe gl'eat interests at stake ther~, all of which 
were entirely dependent upon the Monitor, good judgment 
and sound discretion forbade it. It must be remembered that 
tbe pilot-bouse of the Monitol' was situated well forward in 
ber bows, and that it was considerably damaged, In fol
lowing in the wake of the enemy it would have been nec
essary, in order to fire cleal' of the pilot-house, to have 
made broad 'yaws' to starboard or port, involving, in the 
excitement of' sucb a chase, the very serious danger of 
grounding in the narrow portions of the chaunel and near 
some of the enemy's batteries, whenee it would have been 
very difficult to extricate her; possibly involving her loss, 
Snch a danger hel' commanding officer would not, in my 
judgment, have been justified in encountering, for her loss 
would have left the vital interests in all the waters of the 
Chesapeake at the mercy of future attacks f'I'om the MelTi
mac, Had there been another iron-clad in reserve at that 
point to guard those interests, the question would have pre
sented a difFerent aspect, which would not only have justi
fied him i.n following, but perhaps made it his imperative 
duty to do so, 

"The fact that the battle with the Merrimac was not more 
decided and prompt, was due to the want of knowledge of the 
endurance of the ll-inch Dahlgren guns with which the 
Monitor was armed, and wbich had not been fully tested, 
Just before leaving New York, I received a peremptory 
order from the Bureau of Ordnance to use ollly the prescribed 
service charge, viz., 15 pounds, and I did not feel justified 
in violating tbose instl'Uctions, at the risk of bursting one 
of the guns, which, placed as they were in turret, would 
almost entirely have disabled the vessel. Had I been able 
to have used the 30-pound charges, which experience has 
sinctl shown the guns capable of enduring, there is little 
doubt in my mind that the contest would have been shorter 
and the result more decided. Further, the crew had been 
but a few days on board, the weather bad, mechanics at 
work 011 bel' up to the moment of sailing, and sufficient 
opportunity had lIot been afforded to practice them prop
erly at the guns, tbe mode of manipulating wbich was en
tirely novel." 
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PRECEDENTS. 

The pending bill proposes to grant to the officers and 
crew of the Monitor the estimated value of the Merrimac, 
not exceeding $200,000. 

In this the bill follows establisbed precedents. The 
estimated value of the Alabama, $190,000, was granted to 
the officers and crew of the Kearsarge, who destroyed ber. 
(17 Stats. at Large, p. 53.) Numerous otber instance are 
given in tbe report of tbe Committee, (House Report No. 
144, 47th Congress, 1st session,) as follows: 

1. British frigate GueITiere destl'O.red by the U. S. frigate 
Constitution; $50,000 granted by act of March 3, 1813. 
Statutes at IJarge, vol. 2, p. 818. 

~. British frigate Java, destroyed by Captain William 
Bainbridge and crew; $50,000. Same act. 

3. British sloop of war Frolic captured by U. S. sloop
of war Wasp; $25,000. Same act. 

4. British-brig Peacock destroyed by sloop Hornet; 
$25,000. Act of July 13, 1813, Statutes at Large, vol. 3, 
p.4. 

5. The Detroit destroyed by Lieutenant Elliott and his 
officers and compauions; $12,000. Same act. 

6. British privateer Dart captured by U. S. revenue 
cutter Vigilant; fu li value allowed to the captors. Act 
April 11, 1814, Statutes at Large, vol. 6, p. 134. 

7. Le Duc de Montebello, La Petite Ohance, and L'In
trepide, "condemned for violation of the laws of the 
United States;" full value allowed to Captain David Por
ter and other captors. Act April 13, 1814, Statutes at 
Large, vol. 6, p. ] 34. 

8. '}'wo hundred and fifty-five thousand dollars ($255,000) 
to Commodore Perry alld his squadron, for the vessels. 
captured on Lake Erie, in the celebrated engagement 
September 10, 1813; besides $5,000 to Commodore Perry 
personaliy, in addition to bis share of the prize-money_ 
Act April 18, 1814, Statutes at Large, vol. 3, p. 130. 
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9. British privateer Retaliation captured by American 
sloop Two Friends; full proceeds gl"anted to captors by 
act February 7, 1815, ~tatutes at Large, vol. 6, p. 147. 

10. The fleet captured by Commodore Macdonough on 
Lake Champlain ~eptember 11, 1814, ordered to be ap
praised, and the valuation, not to exceed $400,000, dis
tributed among the captors as prize-money. Acts of 
March 13, 1815, Statutes at Large, vol. 3, pp. 224, 22U. 

11. British sloop Penguin destroyed by the Hornet; 
$25,000. Act February 28, 1816, Statutes at Large, vol. 
3, p. 254. 

12. British armed vessels Reilldeer and A von destroved 
by sloop Wasp; $50,000. Act April 20, 1816, Statute~ at 
Large, vol. 3, p. 296. 

10. British sloop Levant destroyed by U. S. frigate Con
stitution; $25,000. Act Apt'il 26, 1~16, Statutes at Large, 
vol. 0, p. 301. 

14. Oue hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) appro
priated, to I' distribution as prize money, to Commodore 
Decatur and his crew, for his celebrated capture of the AI
gerine vessels, although the cessels had been, bef01'e the passage 
of the act, restored to the Dey of Al.r;iers. Act April 27, 
1816, Statutes at Large, \"01. 3, p. 315. 

15. British privateer Mars, raptured by Pharaoh Farrow 
and others, Oct. 19, 1813; full pl'Oceeus granted to cap
tors. Act April 27,1816, Statutes at Large, vol. 6, p. 169. 

Hi. Vessels captured near Barrataria, La., September 16, 
1814, "for violation of laws of the United States; " full 
proceeds, not exceeding $50,000, gi ven to the captors, "for 
their zeal, activity, aud courage in capturing the same." 
Act April 27, 1~16, Statutes at Large, vol. 6, p. 171. 

17. Tender belonging" to the British man-ot~\Var Daunt
less, with 1~ prisoners, captured by Joseph Stewart and 
others; $1,800 grallted " for theil' gallantry and good con
duct." Act April 29, 1816, tltatutes at Large, vol. 6, pp. 
175, 176. 

18. Boat and 5 prisoners captured by Matthew Guy and 
others; $500 granted" as an evidellce of the sense enter
tained of their valor and good conduct." Same Act. 

19. One launch and two barges, valued at $2,645, and 55 
prisoners, captured by Capt. 'feakle Savage alld others; 
$4,020 gl'anted by Act March 3, 1817, Statutes at Large, 
vol. 6, p. 194 . 

• 
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20. Bl'itish guuboat Black Snake destl'Oyed by Lieut. 
Gregory and others; $3,000 allowed. Act May 4, 1824, 
Statutes at Large, vol. 4, p. 23. 

21. A piratical felucca captured by Capt. Thomas H. 
Stevens, U. S. N., and others, April, 1823; $2,000 allowed. 
Act July 14, 1832, Statutes at Large, vol. 6, p. 518. . 

22. Lastly, we have, in the late war, the allowance of 
one hundre(l and ninety thousand dollars ($190,000) to the 
Kearsarge for the destruction of the Alabama, by Act of 
April 17, 1872, Statutcs at Large, vol. 17, p. 53, as above 
alluded to. 

In all those of the above cases which arose during the 
war of 1812, the general law then applicable, (Act April 
23, 1800, sees. 5, 7, Statutes at Large, vol. 2, pp. 52, 53,) 
provided that the proceeds of all captured ships should, 
when of equal or superior force to the vessel making the 
capture, be the sole pl'Operty of the captors; and wilen of 
inferior force, should be equally divided between tbe cap
tors and the United States. Also, that in cases of destruc
tion of enemy's vessels, the prize-lJ1oney to be paid to the 
officers and crew of the destroying vessel should be esti
mated, not according to the value of the ship destroyed, 
but on the basis of $20 for each person on board tbe ene
my's vessel at the commencement of the engagement; and 
even. this was only paid in case the enemy's vessel was of 
equal or superior force to ours. In case of destruction of 
an enemy's vessel of iuferior force to ours, no prize-money 
whatever was allowed by the general law. 

So, too, the law in force at the time of the destruction of 
the Alabama by the Kearsarge, June 19, 1864, which was 
the Act of July 17, 1862, (Sec. 4, Statutes at Large, vol. 
13, p. 606,) allowed prize-money 011 the basis of $100 for 
each person on the enemy's ship, if of inferior force to the 
destroying vessel, and $200 if of superior force. 

Yet the practice, both in this and all the other instances 
cited, with scarcely if any exception, has been to disregard 
entirely the provisions of the general law, and to gl'allt to 
the officers and crew of the destroying vessel the full value 
of the ship destroyed. The pending bill grants to the offi
cers alld crew of the Monitor the full value of the Merri
mac, not, however, to exceed $200,000. The value of the 
Merrimac was notoriously at least fh'e times this amount. 
Before the war she had been a first-class 40-gun steam frigate 

• 
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of the United States Navy. Having been abandoned and 
sunk by order of tbe United States naval commanding offi
cer at Norfolk, when he eyacnated that port, she was 
raised by tbe Confeuerates, fitted up by them with a heavy 
franle of wood strollgly and thoronghly plated with rai.lroad 
iroll, and armed with ten heavy gUlls-four on each side, 
and olle at each end. They were lavish i.n their expendi
tures on bel'. Her total value, whon she weut into the ac
tion at Hampton Hoads, was probably not less tban one 
million dollars. Iu limiting the amount to $200,000, there
fore, the proposed measure falls short of preceding cases of 
the kind, where the full value of the destroyed vessel has 
usually been granted. 

We may also cite as a precedent, though it has not yet 
become a law, the bill in relation to the Japanese i.ndem
nity fund. wbich grants to the officers and crew of the 
United States ship Wyoming the sum of $254,000, a much 
larger sum than is asked for the officers and crew of the 
MonitOt', for the destruction of a few Japanese vessels in 
the Straits of Simonoseki in 1863. Japan was hardly to 
be considered at that date as a civilized nation, and the 
destruction of a few vessels of a barbarous navy, brilliant 
as undoubtedly the exploit was, cannot for a moment be 
compared to a contest against the latest resources of science, 
guided in tbeir operations by educated and skillful officers, 
then unbappily turning their ingenuity against their own 
country. 

In point of importance as a victory, that of the Monitor 
yields to no otber naval engagement of the late war, and 
to few, if any, of its battles; pel'haps none were more far
reaching in their results, whether on land or sea. Take, 
for instance, the destl'Uction of the Alabama by the U. S. 
steamer Kearsarge, which, as above stated, COllgress very 
pl'operly rewarded by an appropriation of$190,000 as prize
money. Without instituting au invidious comparison be
tween the relative importance of these victories, it may not 
be improper to suggest that the depredations of the Ala

2 
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barna, gr'eat as thcy were, were confined almost, if not quite 
exclusively, to our merchant shipping; and she seldom if 
ever attacked any but non-combatants; while the Merri
mac, on the other hand, was destined fOt' the dmltruction of 
our navy, the breaking up of the blockade, and the bom
bardment of our larO'e cities on the sea coast. In the first 

'" of these objects she was employed, and with great success, 
during her brief career, and the others might have been 
accomplished hut for the timely and effectual stop put 
upon her b,Y the ~10nitol'. The prize-moncy granted in 
1872 to the ollicel'R and crew of the Kearsal'ge was but a 
just recognition of their valuable and gallant services, 
But there would be a glaring inconsistency in granting the 
prize-money ill that case and refusing it in the present. 

It is matter of historic knowledge that the destruction 
of the whole fleet of United 1::ltates vessels of war in Hamp
ton Roads by the Merrimac was only prevented by the 
timely al'l'ival of the Monitor. Two had already been 
destroyed-the Cumberland and the Congress, The Min
nesota lay at her mercy, and was on the eve of the same 
fate as the othel' two, The Brandywine, the Hoanoke, the 
St. Lawrence, the Ben Morgan, and sevel'l11 smaller ves
sels were there also, and there is no reason why they should 
not have met the same fate. Fortress Monroe would then 
have been undefended. With that in the hands of the Con
federates, the way would have beeu clear for breaking the 
blockade, for bombal'(ling Washington or New York with 
theil' hithel'to invincible iron-clad, and for other results 
which cannot be contemplated without horror. 

IMPORTANCE AND HESULT OF THE VICTORY, 

In our relations with foreign powers the consequences of 
the Merrimac's success would have been calamitous to the 
last degree. Mr. Swinton, in his" Twelve Decisive Battles 
of the War," (p, 255,) speaks thus: 
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" Tbe circle of possible results a!!ain en larO'es' 
o...J b t for , with 

such Confederate nttval success, foreign nations must have 
ultimately illclined to recognition and support of the Con
fedel'acy. The Merrimac's operations would, as their last 
result, have supplied the Oonfedemcy with whatever arms 
01' muoitiooS" of war 01' other prodllcts or fabrics she micrht 
require; but, beyond that, the blockade itself would h~ve 
been so compromised as no longer 10 command the respect 
of nations which, hostile from Ilutiollal policy to the Union, 
waited no aggravated pretext fOI' tUl'Tlihg the scale against 
it. Nevel' were the prospects of the Confederacy for foreign 
ai~ bl'ighter than in the sprillg of 1862, and so strongly was 
thIS truth felt at the North, as well as at the South, that the 
mel'e presence of Ad l1li ral Milne's British fleet in the St. 
Lawrence was looked upon with distrust and tl'epidation, 
and with many prophecies that it was stationed there to 
take advantage of tbe first sllccessful breaking of the block
ade, Angry words mllst have been exchanged with France 
and England, words would have beell followed by blows, 
the Oonfederacv would have received the alliance of one 
or both of thos~ countries, and the Hepuhlic have been for
ever rent in twain. Thus much of what might have been 
the issue of the battle of Hampton Hoads but for the 
Monitor." 

And these views seem to have generally prevailed at the 
time among intelligent observers. 

It is no answer to this to say that tile Merrimac was not 
destroyed on the spot by the Monitor. If her guns were 
silenced; hel' attacks on our fleet repu Ised; her career of 
devastation bl'Ought to a close,-then the destl'Uction of 
all that made hel' valuable to the enemy was complete. 
(See her injuries described on p. 7 of Committee's repOl'i, 
and ante, p. .) 

The importance attached by the Confederates to theil· 
defeat at tbis time is shown by the following cOITespond
ence between Hon. J. P. Benjamin, theil' Secl'etary of War", 
and General Hugel', at Norfolk. (See the New York Nation,. 
No. 905, Nov. 2,1882, p. 378.) 
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" RICHMOND, VA., March 9, 1862. 

" Major-Gelle!'al HUGER, Noriolk: 
"YOUI' dispatch recei"ed; very ul1satisfa?tory. P lease 

inform me for the satisfaction of the PresHlent, whether 
any of our ~·essels were injured 01' not? ,Vhethel' we lost 
any killed or wounded?' Why the Virginia'" wi~hd,re:v 
without destroying the Minnesota? Whether the Vll'gltlla 
is about ao',~in to attack the :Minnesota? Whether the 

1:) 

Virginia attacked . Newport News? 
"J. P. BENJAMIN, 

"SeCl'etG1,!} of War." 

"NORFOLK, Murch 10, 1862. 

"To I-lOll. SECRETARY OF WAR: 
"The vessels were not materially injured. The Virginia 

had her prow knocked ott', which caused hel' to leak, and 
made it necessary to put her in dock, where she is now. 
Capt. Buchanan received a flesh wound in hip, and is in 
naval hospital. Lieutenant Minor was woundeu, and is 
with Capt. Buchanan. N ewport News battery fired, and 
Virginia returned the fil·e . E1'icsson's batteryt prevented the 
Vir,qinia from ta"-ing Minnesota, which got oft' and has gone 
to Old Point. This is what I have beard. Commodore 
Forrest could give you facts. 

"BENJ. HUGER, 
"Maj.-Gen'l Com'd'g." 

But in the debate in the Senate preceding the passage of ..this bill, it was charged by a distinguished ex-Confederate 
officer, that the MeITimac afterwards steamed out of the 
harbor and offered battle to the Monitor, which was de
clined. Let us see. how this matter stands in the light of 

history. 
In the first place, it must be remembered that the Moni

tor was the sole effective protection for our fleet in Hamp
tOll Roads against the attacks of the ~1errimac , and that it 

*The name by which the Mel'l'imac was knowll to the Confede

mtes. 


t'l'he Monitor. 
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would n.ot do to expose her in any spirit of foolhardy 
bravery. Geneml Wool, then commanding Fortress ~Ion
roe, sent tbe following dispatch to the Secretary of War 
on tbe 13tb of March: 

"FORT MONROE, V A., }jtlarch 13, 1862. 
"Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of "Val': 

"Major-General McClellan desires by telegraph to know 
if the channel between Sewell's Point and Oraney Islaud 
could be blockadecl. I reply that it would be impractica
ble without first taking the battery of thirt,v guns on Sew
ell's Point and then sink twenty boats loaded with stone, 
exposed, however, to a fire of thirty guns on Craney Island. 
Flag-Officer Goldsborough agrees with me in this opinion. 
To take the batteries it would require the Monitol'. Neither 
of us think it would do to use the Monitor fot, that service, 
lest she should become crippled. She is oU/' oilly hope against 
the Merrimac. 

" JOHN E. WOOL, 

"JJll1j01' Gene1Yll." 
(Official Records of Union and Confederate Armies, 

series 1, vol. 5, p. 753.) 

General McClellan, too, 111 his geneml report dated 
August 4, 1863, says: "'rhe engagement between the 
Monitor and Merrimac on the 9th of March demonstrated 
so satisfactorily the power of the former, and the other 
naval preparations are so extensive and formidable, that 
tbe security of Fort Monroe as a basis of operations was 
placed beyond a doubt." (Id., p. 15.) 

So, too, ~11'. Fox, Assistant Secretary of the :Navy, who 
was at Fort Monroe, and himself witnessed the battie, 
telegraphed on the very day of it to the Secretary of the 
Navy: "The Monitot' is uninjured, and ready at any mo
ment to repel another attack;" and in a dispatch to Gen
eral McClellan he says: "Ow' hopes m'e uJlon the 1I1onitor, 
and tbis day's work shows that the Merrimac must attend 

to her alone." 

Report on Armored Vessels, 1864, p. 15. 
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In the second place, President Lincoln himself directed 
that special precautions should be taken for the safety of 
the Monitor, so that she should not be lost by any unneces
sary hazal'dilOg of her valuable existence, as will be seen 
by the following dispatch from the Navy Depal'tment in 
response to the one last quoted: 

"NAVY DEPARTMENT, Mtr·ch 10, 1862. 
" It is directed by the President that the Manito,. be not 

too much exposed, and that in no event shall any attempt be 
made to proceed with her unattended to Nod·oll<. If ves
sels can be procured anclloadecl with stone and sunk in the 
channel, it is important that it should be done. 

"The San Jacinto and Dakota have sailed from Boston to 
Hampton Roads, and the Sabine, in tow of Baltic and a 
tug, from New York. Gunboats will be ordered forth
with. Would it not be well to detain the Minnesota until 
other vessels arrive? 

"GIDEON \VELLES. 

" CAPTAIN G. V. Fox. 
"Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Fortress Monroe." 

Report on Armored Vessels, 1864, p. 15. 

Third, and lastly, when the Merrimac did come out, it was 
she who declined battle, and not the Monitol'. Admiral 
Goldsborough, then Flag-Officer in commaud of the North 
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, says, ii1 a dispatch dated 
Hampton Roads, May g, 1862: "The Merrimac came out, 
but was even more cautious than ever. The :Monitor was 
kept well iu advanee, so that the }j'lerrimrrc could have en
gaged he,. without difficulty had she been so disposed; but she 
declined to do it, and soon returned and anchored under 
Sewell's Poiut." 

Heport 011 Armored Vessels, 1864, p. 22. 

In anothet' dispatch of the same date, fonnd on the same 
page, he says: 

"The Monitor had orders to fall back into fair channel 
way, and only to engage her serionsly in such a position 
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that this ship, together with the mercbant vessels intended 
for the 'pu"l~ose, could run her down, if an opportunity pre
sented ltself. The other vessels were not to hesitate. to 
run her down, and the Baltimore, an unarmed steamer of 
light draught, high speed, and. witL a curved bow was 
kept ill the· direction of the Monitor, expressl) to throw 
herself across the Merrimac, either forward or 'aft of bel' 
plated house; but tLe Merrimac did not eng-aITe tbe ~10ui
tor, nor did she place llerself where she cot'ildo have been 
assailed by our ram vessels to any advantage, or where 
there was any prospect whatever of getting at het·." 

Thus it conclusively appears that the Monitor remained 
(lonstantly ready to confront her powerful antagonist had 
the lattet' been disposed for the conflict. But bel' injuries 
were too severe, and the chastisement she had received at 
the hands of the little iron raft too fresh in the minds of 
her masters, to induce a repetition of the encounter of the 
9th of March; and, notwithstanding the fact that the gal
lant aud skillful Worden was then on a bed of pain, far 
from the battle-ground, helpless and disabled from the hon
{)rable wounds received by him in the engagement, and no 
longer directed her movements, it appears that the Merri
mac took good care to keep out of the range of the Moni
tor's guns, by whomsoever they might have been dit'ected. 

The general policy of prize-money in the navy is a ques
tion upon which statesmen and publicists diffel'. In an
(lient times the spoil:> of the enemy were considered the 
property ofthe captors, whethertaken ouland or at sea. The 
milder policy of modem civilization has abolished the cus
tom of booty in the army, and relegated the subject of 
prize-mouey from the domain of lawless plunder to that of 
law. Property captured in battle is cOllsidered to belong 
to the capturing nation, and is subject to disposition 
undel' its laws, in accordance with an enlightened dis
cretion on tbe part of the law-making power. Proposi
tions have not been wanting for the total abolition of 
prize-money in the navy, as similar rewards have been 
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abolished in the army. Up to the present time, however, 
no such proposition has received favorable consideration 
by any department of the Government; and should the 
abolition of prize-money be thought advisable, the measure 
must, in all justice, operate prospectively only, and furnish 
a rule for the future, not for the past. After re\''iarding 
the heroes of so many engagements, as has been done, it 
would be a glaring injustice to refuse a similar bounty to 
the gallant victol's of the most celebrated naval engage
ment of the last half century-perhaps of the entil'6 nine
teenth century. 

Section 4635, Revised Statutes, governs the question of 
prize-money in case of destruction of enemy's vessels. But, 
as shown in the report of the committee, this has been uni
formly disregarded in cases of impoltant naval engage
ments, and the full value of the enemy's vessel granted. 
Indeed, in this the present measure falls short of former 
ones, as the bill limits the amount to be paid to $200,000, 
though the Merrimac is well known to have cost over a 
million. 

WHO IS ENTITLED TO THE BENEFITS OF THE PRESENT BILL 1" 

Section 2 of the bill answers this question. The amount 
is to be distributed" in the proportiol1R fixed by law in 
cases where the capturing 01' destroying vessel was acting 
independently of the commanding officer of a fleet, squad
ron, or division." The Monitol' alone is to seCl1l'e the ben
efits of the bill. 

It is useless to inquire whether other ships or officers 
would be entitled to shat'e in these benefits if confelTed 
under a general law. Perhaps they would; perhaps not. 
(Secs, 4631,4632, Rev. Stats.) The present case, however, 
is one not governed by general laws, but resting purely on 
its own circumstances and appealing to the discretion of 

• t 
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Congress. In the exercise of that discretion the rewards of 
victory will be decreed to those who won the victory. That 
the Monitor, single and alone, beat the Merrimac, saved the 
Minnesota and the rest of the fleet in Hampton Roads, 
retained our. possession of the waters of the Chesapeake, 
delivered our cities and coast defenses from the danger 
of attack by this powerful iron-clad, and relieved the whole 
country from its deep anxiety and suspense, can be doubted 
by none who remember or have read the history of the 
those times. (See files of New York Tribune, Herald, and 
other papel's of all shades of political opinion for March, 
1862.) The N ew York Chamber of Commerce expressed 
its gl'ateful recognition by a resolution of thanks passed 
March 12, 1862, only three days after the battle. So, too, 
Congress passed a vote of thanks to Lieutenant Worden, 
his officers and crew, and a subsequent one to Worden 
alone. (12 Stats. at Large, pp. 622, 823.) 

It may perhaps be suggested that the officers and crew 
of. the U. S. sloop of war Cumbedand, which was sunk 
by the Merrimac on the 8th March, 1862, the day be
fore her encounter with the Monitor, ought to receive an 
award of prize-money. If their sel'vices on that day are 
deserving of recognition at the hands of the Government, 
no objection can surely be made to a fair consideration of 
any independent claim presented on their behalf. The 
battle in which they took part was, however, a separate and 
distinct engagement. The Cumberland was at the bottom 
of the sea when the Y.l.onitor made her appearance upon 
the scene of action. On no theory can that vessel be ad
mitted to share in either the glory of the victory of the 9th 
of Mal'ch, or in the material beneats to be conferred upon 
the victors. 

If it is undertaken to attach her claim to the present, a 
sufficient objection would be that the Cumberland was not 
victorious in her engagement. She was, on the contrary, 
sunk in the ilea, aud her crew either drowned, put to flight, 
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or captured. The granting of prize-money to a defeated 
crew is believed to be without a precedent in the history 
of maritime legislation. 

It may be claimed that had the Merrimac llo.t lost or 
damaged her prow when she rammed the Cumberland, she 
would have sunk the Monitor when she rammed het' on 
the following day; and that therefore the Cumberland 
crew was entitled to the credit of causing the retirement 
of the Merrimac to Norfolk ou that day. 

An intelligent uuderstanding of the peculiar construc
tion of the Monitor will show this claim to be utterly 
groundless, so far as the assumed resulting damages to her 
were concerned. 

The Monitor was constructed of two distinct parts, viz., 
the hull and the armored raft. The first was of iron, and 
was in length 124 feet, and in breadth at its upper part 
34 feet. The latter was of wood, and was in length 173 
feet 4 inches, in breadth over all 41 feet 4 inches, and was 
5 feet in depth. This 'raft, which was fastened to the hull, 
was built of stout oak beams running athwartships at but 
a few inches apart, on the ends of which was a solid oak 
backing of 27 inches thickness, and it was covered with 5 
inches of iron armor. The deck was of timber 7 inches 
thick, covered with 1 inch of iron armor. 

When going into action on the 9th of March, the armored 
raft was immersed in the watel' 3t feet. 

The prow of the Merrimac was 2 feet below the surface 
of the water, so that in ramming the Monitor with her 
prow on, it would have struck the raft It feet above its 
lower pal't and directly against the series of beams with their 
backing of oak aud iron, and could not possibly have done 
it more damage than was doue by the blow she gave with 
her stem. 

Further, the Merrimac's prow projected 2 feet from her 
stem, and supposing it to have been low enough on her 
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stem to have reached below the Monitor's armored raft , it 
could not have reached the hull by 1 foot 8 inches. 

It is an undoubted fact that the iron beak or prow of the 
Merrimac was wrenched, twisted, or broken in ruuuinO' o 
into the Cumberland. But tue infliction of this injury 
was merely passive on the part of the Cumberland. Had 
the Merrimac damaged her prow by striking on a rock be
fore her engagement with the Monitor, as well might the 
owner of that rock ask a share in the Monitor's pl'ize
money as the officers and crew of the Cumberland in the 
present case. 

If, however, the unquestioned gallantry of the officers 
and crew of that unfortunate vessel is deserving of ma
terial recognition, notwithstanding their total defeat, let an 
independent bill for that purpose be brought ill, considered, 
and reported, that u meaSllre involving so radical a change 
in the settled policy of the natiotl in cases of this class may 
be thoroughly examined before being uQ.opted. Certainly 
such a novel policy, however proper in itself, cannot be 
considered with the deliberation it should be in the shape 
of a mere rider to a totaily distinct measme. 

'rhe officers and crew who, by their skill and gallantry, 
rescued victory out of the jaws of defeat, are alone de
serving of the glory and the rewards of their victory. 

We cannot better close this pamphlet than with the elo
quent language of Hon. Thomas F. Bayard in the Senate, 
preceding the passage of this bill, May 24, 1882 : 

" Mr. President, the reproach has oftentimes been made 
that republics are ungl'ateful. There is no b~ttet' opP?rtu
nity, there will nevet' be a better opportumty, to .glve a 
denial to that saying, than the present. ':l'lns slup. her 
commandet' officers and crew were the pIOneers of the , , Th'
whole world in a new system of naval warfare. elr 
gallantry was conspicuous not simply by th~ deeds they 
performed, but the circumstances under whlC.h they per
formed them. It was then a question, a questIOn scal'cely 
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yet solved, whether it was safe for human life to senel a so 
heavily armored vessel to sea. Her voyage was made rather 
underneath the water than on top of it, and when she 
reached Hampton Roads on the critical occasion of her ar
rival it was to find herself pitted as a rival against Ameri
can ingenuity, American skill and courage unhappily em
ployed aO'ainst the American Union. The perils of that 
voyage c~n scarcely be exaggemted; tho useful results to 
the Govel'nment of the United States of its success cannot 
be overstated. There is a value in money that can be 
computed; there is a value in patriotic example that can
not be computed, a part of that unwritten law that tends to 
make a nation great and her sons faithful even unto ueath; 
and when this money compensation, which I believe is on 
a libeml scale and ought to be on a liberal scale, is proposed 
to reward this act of extraordinary gallantry, it has the 
other eftect of commemorating an act honorable to our race 
and to our country and which emblazons upon the' face of 
history the hOllor of American seamanship, courage, and 
patriotism. Its influence in the mighty contest then being 
waged can hardly be overestimated, amI the battle between 
the Monitor anu the Merrimac will ever stand conspicuous 
in the histol'y not only of our civil war but in naval warfare 
of all time. 

"Therefore it is that I hope this measure will not be scru
tinized b,v any narrow view, that it will not be considered 
in the sole light of precedent, in so many respects was it 
unprecedented. It may never come again in OUI' day, and 
centuries may roll on, as they had rolled on, without any 
such exhibition as this; but we ought not to. let it go by 
unmarked, anu I am glad the proposition has been made, 
and I shall feel myself happy and honored in voting for it." 

Just as we send this pamphlet to the pross, OUl' attention 
is called to two recent cable dispatches, as follows: 

"LONDON, Sept. 24, 1882.-It is officially announced that 
General Wolseley and Admiral Seymoul' will be raised to 
tbe peerage ill aeknmyledgment of their recent distin
guished services in Egypt." 

"LONDON, Oct. 26, 1882.-Tbe House of Commous wa~ 
crowded this aftel'l10011. .Mr. Gladstone, moving a vote of 
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thanks to the commander, officers and men of the British 
army in Egypt, said he would not ask the House to commit 
itself to the government's policy. 111'. Gbustone said the 
Indian contingeut was most worthy of the brotherhooLl into 
which they had entered. It would be the duty of the 
government to propose suitable annuities fOl' Admiral Sey
mour and General Wolseley, who he said bad accelJted peer
ages. He spoke for an bour, and concluded with a peror
ation on the confidence the couutry might repose in the 
military forces." . 

Shall something of the same pab'iotic spirit which ani
mates the British ministry in rewarding their gallant sol
diers and sailors with applause, with annuities, with peer
ages, with e\'ery species of honor for their successful contest 
against a half-civilized fanatic, be shown by the American 
Congress towards the heroes of a naval battle who turned 
the trembling scale of their country's prosperity, nay, per
haps of her very existence? Or shall we still hear a repe

. tition of the reproach so eloquently confuted by the speech 
of Senator Bayard and the vote of the Senate, that" He
publics are ungrateful" ? 
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