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NOTE 

Mesopot:amiu is treated in  four volun~es. This first introductory 
volunle cont;biiis matter of ii general nature. The other volu~lles 
:are devoted to the detailed description of the river and land routes. 
The second volume covers the regions of the Shatt el-'Aral, and 
I(~rnn,  and of the Tigris and Euphrates up to Baghdiad and Felliljeh. 
To tlie third volume are assigned tlie Tigris and Euphrates from 
Baghdad and Fellnjell to 3Iosul and Meskeneh, the Lesser Zsb, 
the country east of the Tigris towards the Persian frontiel; and the 
routes running westward from the Euphrates valley across the 
Syrim desert. The fourth volume treats of the country north of 
the line joining Rowanduz, Mosul, Meskeneh, ;md Aleyyo_up to 
Vian, Bitlis, Diarbekr, and Mi~n~sh. 

This volume gives an account of conditioils in Mesopotamia for the 
lllost part as they were before the war. While some recent develop- 
ments have been mentioned, niost of the changes tliat have taken 
place in the country since 1914 have not been described. 
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BOUNDARIES AND PHYSICAL FEATURES 

Boundaries, position, and extent-Main features of surface-Relation to i~~tur-  
11:ttional lines of comn~unication-Geogr;1.pl~ic:ildivisions and their surface- 
River system-Coast. 

THE:boundaries of the area dealt with in this book are as 
f0llo\vs: . 

On the soutlb: the Persian Gulf and the desert of north-eastern 
Arabia. 

On the west: the Syrian Desert and, to\vards the north-\.vest, 
\\'here Mesopotamin adjoins northern Syria, the western side of the 
Euphrates trough between Gelger and Meskeneh. 

On the ?zoti%: the highest crests of the eastern Taurus ranges (the 
southern rim of the Armenian plateau), eastwards fro111 where the 
Euphrates breaks through these mou~lttlins to the south-western 
corner of Lake Van near Bitlis. 

On the .~tortl&-east,from Bitlis to the Kelishin Pass on the Persian 
frontier south-west of Ushnu : a line following the watershed between 
the Tigris on the south-west and Lalres Van and Urmia on the north 
and east respectively. 

On the east, from the Kelislli11 Pass to the Persian Gulf: the high 
ranges which form the western rim of the plateau of Iran (Persia). 

This region lies between lat. 38" 30' N. and lat. 29" 30' N. I t s  
northern part falls between long. ;37" 50' E. and long. 45" 30' E.; its 
southern end is between long. 48" 30' E. and long. 51" 30' E. I ts  
length, from the Arghmhana Pass in the eastern Taurus to Fiio at the 
nlouth of the Shatt el-'Arab, is 770 miles. From west to east its 
greatest breadth is about 380 miles (from Birijik on the Euphrates 
to the Kelishin Pass on the Persian frontier) ; its breadth in the 
~~~glibourlhanood I ts  total area is about of Baghdad is about 150 miles. 
200,000 square miles. 

The greater part of this country lies within the bouudaries of the 
Turkish Empire, including the eastern part of the vilayet (province, 
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of Aleppo, the greater part of the vilayet of Diarbekr, part of the 
vilayet of Bitlis, the greater part of the vilayet of Van, the eastern 
part of the nlutessariflik of Zor, and the vilayets of Mosul, Baghdad, 
and Basra. On its south-eastern side, from the southern end of the 
Avroman Dagh to the Persian Gulf, it takes in a belt of Persian 
territory, namely the western part of the province of Kirmanshah, 
the Pusht-i-Kah country and part of southern Luristan, the provinces 
of northern and southern Arabistan, the plain of Behbehan, and the 
Bakhtiyari and Kiihgala countries. 

The area as a whole may be regarded as a great depression running 
SSE. from the northern corner of Syria and the high plateaux of Ana- 
tolia and Armenia down to the head of the Persian Gulf. The eastern 
side of this depression is formed by the mountainous edge of the 
Persian plateau, the western and south-western side by the gradual 
slope of the Syrian and Arabian Deserts, which fall towards the 
Euphrates valley from the highlands of Syria and the plateau 
of Arabia. 

Under the high mountai~ls which enclose Mesopotamia on the north 
and east is a belt of lower hill-country, varying in breadth roughly 
from 40 to 100 miles, and below this again are the Mesopotamian 
plains, which form the floor of the depression. To the west and south- 
west of these, along the right side of the Euphrates valley, rise the 
low cliffs or hills which are the border of the desert. 

The plains thus bounded have a total area of about 112,000 square 
miles. From their northern end down to the flat shores of the 
Persian Gulf they fall some 1,100-1,400 ft. in 650-700 miles. 

The upper plain-country between the northern hill-belt and the 
neighbourhood of Baghdad has a fall of about 900-1,200 ft. in 350- 
450 miles. I ts  undulating surface is composed of sedimentary forma- 
tions, and is traversed here and there (especially in its northern 
part) by chains of sandstone, gypsum, or basalt hills. 

Not far to the north of Baghdad the upper plains end in a drop of 
20-50 ft. (which marks a former coast-line), and the great alluvial 
plain of Irak, formed by the Euphrates and the Tigris, begins. The 
alluviuni of Irak stretches down to the head of the Persian Gulf, 
falling a little over 100 ft. in 300-350 miles. Towards the south- 
east the Irak plain is continued by the alluvial lands of Arabistan 
created by the K~r i in  and+by the smaller streams of the Jerrahi and 
the Hindiyan. The total area of the alluvial plains is about 50,000- 
55,000 square miles. 

I 
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RELATIONTO INTERNATIONALCOMMUNICATIONLINESOF 

While a t  its southern eitremity the Mesopotamian depression 
opens on to the Persian Gulf, a t  its north-western corner, between 
the trough of the Euphrates and the passes of the Giaour Dagh, which 
give access to the Gulf of Alexandretta and the south-eastern corner 
of Anatolia, there lies only a belt of easy country 70-120 miles 
broad (the northern corner of Syria). Thus the Mesopotamian plains 
and lower hill-country form a great corridor, which, shut in between 
the mountains on the one side and the desert on the other, connects 
the eastern Mediterranean and southern Anatolia with the Persian 
Gulf, and thus, again, this country is a stage on the lllost direct 
line of communication between central or southern Europe and 
southern Asia. 

Further, the most direct lines of approach from the eastern end of 
tile Mediterranean (the Levant) to the Persian plateau and so 
central Asia lie across the northern and central part of Mesopotamla. 
The mountains on the western side of the Pel-sian plateau over-
looking Mesopotamia are, almost everywhere, a very difficult barrier ; 
but there is one marked natural gate through them-the depression 
in the ranges near Qasr-i.Shnm, about 110 miles NE. of Baghdad.. 

From Sivas in  eastern Anatolia, an impot-tant route-centre, which 
is.connected by main routes with the Black Sea port of Samsu? and 
with Constantinople through central Anatolia, there is a line of 
communication with Diarbekr in northern Mesopotan~ia by way 
of Kharpiit and the Arghana defile through the Taurus, and from 
Diarbekr easy lines can he found through Mesopotamia to Baghdad 
and the Persian Gulf or central Persia. But the direct main line 
of coinnlunication betweell Sivas or the Black Sea port of Trebizond 

north-west Persia passes north of Lake Van by Erzerum and 
Bayasid to Eibriz, and therefore lies outside our area. 

I n  describing the surface of particular regions within the whole 
;&yeaunder consideration, it will. be convenient to make a division 
behiveen Lower and Upper Mesopotamia. 

Lower X e s o ~ o t c c ~ ) ~ i n  a92ll the Adjoining C'ozcjltry 
Under this heading fall (a)the alluvial plains of Irak and Arabistan, 

( 6 )the borderland of hill-count~y and mountains dividing these plains 
from the Persian plateau,, together with the depression in the 
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mountain-barrier NE. of Baghdad, and (c) the fringe of the Arabian 
desert to the south-west of Irak. The whole of this area is about 
95,000 square miles, or solnewhat largeis than Great Britain. 

(a) The Alluvial Plaiqzs of Ira7c and Arabistan.-A line drawn from 
Delli 'Abbas 60 miles NNE. of Baghdad to Beled near the right 
bank of the Tigris some 20 miles below- Samarra, and thence to Hit 
on the Euphrates, wonlcl roughly mark the northern linlits of the 
alluvial plain. Somewhat more exactly it niay be said that, while 
the Tigris begins near Beled to flow over an alluvial becl and between 
strips of alluvial plain, and the bed of the Euphrates changes to 
alluviunl at  Kit, in the area between the rivers the upper plain- 
country runs dowli in a tongue of comparatively high-lying niarl 
desert almost to the- line Baghdad-Fellnjeh. To the north-east of 
Baghdad the alluvium runs up along the Diyaleh to the foot of the 
Jebel Hanuin. 

The plains of Iral; contain about 35,000 square miles, those of 
Arabistan and the adjoining district of Behbehan about 17,000 square 
miles. The alluvial country is in general a flat plain. I n  Irak the 
only noticeable eminences are the mounds that mark the sites of dead 
cities, the high banks of old canal-beds, and here and there knolls or 
slight ridges of gravel or sand. I n  the northern part of Arabistan 
there are n few low lines of san_clstone hills, advanced outliers of the 
hill-country, which run across the flats in a general NW.-SE. 
direction. 

The slope of the Irak plains fro111 the neighbourhood of Baghdad 
to the Persian Gulf is, as has been remarked above, very slight. 
Baghdad is 105 ft. above sea-level, Kut el-Amara on the Tigris 55 ft., 
Nasiriyeh on the Euphrates 15ft., Basra 8 ft. There are also very 
gradual downward inclines away from the rivers, and a slope from 
the foot of the Persian hills to 'the neighbourhood of the Tigris ; 
these have great importance, both in determining t.he present flood- 
areas and marshes, and also for projects of irrigation. I n  Arabistan, 
along the line of the Kariin, the slope from the foot of the hill- 
country to the Persian Gulf is about 660 ft. in 175 miles (Dizf~l, 
660 ft. above sea-level; Shushtar, 400 ft. ;Ahwaz, 220 ft. ; Moham-
mareh, 7 ft.). 

The soil is nltlinly an argillaceous, calcareous loam of great fertility. 
Pockets of stiff' clay or pebbles, more or less sandy patches, and areas 
of saline efflorescence occur here and there. 

By far the greater part of the countly is either marsh-land or arid 
waste. The marsh-land is due to the annual river-floods, which rise 
above the general levels of the country and are neither relieved by 
escape-works nor confined by adequate dyking. The aridity of other 
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parts is clue to the slightness of the rainfall and the absence of 
irrigation. 

There are extensive permnnent nlnrshes in the southern part of 
Irak. On tlhe Euphrates great reedy broads have formed along the 
Hindiyeh branch of the river bet~qeen Nuseyib and Ssmameh, and 
lower down between Nnsiriyeh, Kurna, and Basra. Along the Tigris 
between Amara and Kurna there is much permanent marsh-land on 
both sides of the river. The marshes on the left bank are continuous 
115th the marshes on the lower Icarkeh in Arabistan territory. At  
the northern end of Irak the salt lake of 'Aqarqnf is fed from the 
Euphrates. Besides the permanent swamps (which rise and fall 
with the season) the winter and spring floods of the rivers spill into 
wide inundations, \\rhicl~ generally dry up in the latter part of the 
summer, but sometimes, when they have no adequate outlet, may 
remain standing for some years. Many of them turn salt or brackish 
before they disappear. These temporary floocl-areas are to be found 
both in northern and southern Irak ancl in southern Arabistan. 
Their position and extent vary, within limits, from year to<year. 
(See further p. 25.) The local name for a temporary or perillanent 
expanse of marsh or open water is k7tor. 

Where or when the country is not s\.vanlp, i t  is for the most part 
open plain, scantily supplied with wells and water-holes, many of 
which, being generally dependent on the winter and spring rainfall, 
are dry in the summer or autumn. I n  spring much of this 'desert ' 
(1vhich for the most part has an exceedingly fertile soil) is covered 
with grass, a t  other seasons it  bears little but camel-thorn. 

Cultivation is almost entirely limited to the neighbourl~ood of the 
rivers and canals. The country near the river-banks is intersected 
by frequent channels, great and small, carrying more or less water, 
or sometimes none at all, according to the season of the year. Some 
of the larger canals, the remains of the former BIesopotamian irrign- 
tion-system, carry water in flood-time far into the interior of the 
plain. Under Turkish rule the cutting of new channels was prac- 
tised by the Arabs at their pleasure. In  years of good or fair rainfall 
there is some inconsiderable cultivation, here and there, in places 
~vhere only win-water is available. 

(b)  Tlte Hill-cozcntry boj.deriqzg the Persian P1ateazc.-From the 
Persian Gulf near Bandar Dilam up to the neighbourhood of Qasr-i- 
Shirin, a distance of some 450 miles, there extends a contii~uous belt 
of hill-country, the ranges of which run in n general NW.-SE. direc-
tion, and rise in succession from the plains of Arabistan and Irak up 
to the high Persian plateau, where the valley-levels are some 4,000- 
5,000 ft. above the sea, 
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On the south-western side of the mountains, towards the plains, is 
a belt of foot-hills, 500-2,000 ft. high, composed chiefly of sandstone 
and gypsum. Between their ranges? from NW. to SE., run valleys 
which are often broad and open, and in spring well covered with 
grass. Across the hills the streams running down to the plains 
cut narrow gorges (tangs). The water-supply, though often tainted 
with sulphur, is generally plentiful except in summer. Timber is 
scarce. 

Beyond the foot-hills the higher ranges rise to altitudes of 7,000- 
15,000 ft. On the south the Knhgalo country reaches the neigh- 
bourhood of the Behbehan-Shiraz caravan-route via Basht and 
Talaspid, which may be taken as t,he limit of our area in this direc- 
tion. The Iitt,le-known highlands of the Kahgala seem to consist 
of a plateau which is drained by streams running towards the plains 
of Behbehan or Arabistan, is traversed from NW. to SE. by lime- 
stone ridges rising to some 8,000-10,000 ft., and is backed on the 
west by the yet higher Koh-i-Dina. On the north the Kahgaln 
country almost touches the extremity of the great southerly loop 
formed by the upper Kgran. From this ,part of the Karnn valley 
north-westwards to the Ab-i-Diz extend the ranges of the very rugged 
Bakhtiysri mountains,' rising to about 15,0_00 ft.: and drained by 
the Karnn and its tributaries. Beyond the Ab-i-Diz, and just west 
of a line drawn from Dizfal to Khurramiibiid, is a rather less 
difficult country about 50 miles wide from west to east. Here 
the main ranges are somewhat lomer, and between them lie 
broad valleys, trending NW.-SE., or lines of low hills. Through 
this part of the mountain-belt break streams from the Persian plateau, 
whose waters go to form the Karkeh and Diz rivers ; their gorges are 
generally difficult, and the easiest routes lie over saddles in the 
ranges. To the north-west, again, of this easier country, beginning 
from the Kebir Kiih, are the lofty and rugged mountains which lie 
between the Tigris plains on the south-west and the valley of the 
Saidmar~eh on the north-east ; here the tribes of the Pusht-i-Knh, 
the lower hill-country bordering the Tigris plains, have their summer 
quarters. At the northern end of these mountains the ranges sink 
to the upland plains of Qasr-i-Shirin and Zohiib. The mountain- 
country as a whole is well watered. The high summer pasture- 
grounds of the nomad tribes, which they frequent when the grass in 

' On the southern fringe of these mountains, near the extren~ity of the Kariin 
loop mentioned above, and somewhat ~ 0 ~ 1 t h  of the Lynch Road, the ranges 
appear to be lower and the valleys more open than elsewhere in the Bakhtiynri 
country. A good alignment for a road from the plains of Arabistan to Isfahnn 
11m recently been reported to exist here. 
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the lower valleys is burnt up, lie anlong its ranges or on its northern 
side upon the Persian plateau. The south-western side of the country 
is somewhat sparsely wooded ; much destruction of timber has been 
caused by the nomads. 

Some 110-130 miles NE. of Baglidad, where the Sirwwran 
(upper Diy~leh), the Alvand, and the Quretu descend from the 
Persian plateau, the mountains of the plateau-edge sink to low hill- 
ranges (largely gypsum and sandstone) or to rolling plains. The 
Qasr-i-Shirin and Zohgb plains form a kind of bay running up into 
the mountains from Mesopotamia. North of the Zohsh district the 
hills rise again up to the Avroman Dngh beyond the Sirwvan. East 
and south-east of Zohiib there are ranges of considerable height 
traversing the plateau from NW. to SE., but an easy line can be 
found to Kirmanshah by making a &tour to south-east down the 
Karind valley. As has been already mentioned, this depression in 
the borderland ranges affords by far the easiest approach from Meso- 
potamia to the Persian plateau. I ts  plains and valleys are generally 
well watered, and in  parts are fairly well cultivated. 

(c) Tlte Desert Soutl~ and West of t7te Ezip7wates.-The Arabian 
Desert, where it  borders on south-western Irak, is a fairly hard 
gravelly plain, broken in  places by belts and patches of sand. I ts  
general slope is towards the north and north-east, and it ternlinates 
in a drop of 50-100 ft. on the eclge of the Euphrates valley. It is 
intersected by wadis (watercourses, dry except after rain) running 
towards the Euphrates. Here and there are wells and water-holes : 
their supply is a t  its best. in winter and spring after rainfall. These 
rains moreover produce some grass-vegetation, which for a time 
affords a fair amount of camel-grazing. The usual low desert scrub 
is also found. 

West of the Euphrates between Hrt and Nejef the southern part 
of the Syrian Desert (Hamad) has the same general character. Here 
the desert plateau contains a depression running southwards from 
the Euphrates near Ram~diyeh (30 miles below Hrt)for about 60miles 
to the neighbourhood of Kerbela. This depression is divided into 
two large bakins, a northern and a southern, known respectively as 
Habbsniyeh and Abu Dibis. The Habbsniyeh basin contains a lake 
about 56 square miles in area, and at the south-east end of the Abu 
Dibis is the small lake of the same name about 8 miles W. of 
Kerbela. These basins will probably be of importance for the irri- 
gation of BIesoyotamia as reservoirs in which to store flood-water from 
the Euphrates and possibly from the Tigris (see further pp. 159,163-4). 
On the western side of the Abu Dibis depression are the cultivated 
oases of Shifatheh (or Shetgteh) and Rahaliyeh. The former is 
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about 35 nliles W. of Kerbela, and has an area of about 50 square 
miles. Rahaliyeh is about 20 miles farther north ; i t  is much less 
productive than Shifiitheh. -

This division includes (a) the upper plain-country of the Jez~reh 
(' the Island ') lying between the middle Euphrates and the middle 
Tigris, together with the troughs of those rivers bounding it on the 
west and east, ( 6 )  the plains E. of the middle Tigris, (c) the hill- 
country of southern and central Kurdistan from the Sirwan (upper 
Diy~leh) valley to the southern shore of Lake Van, (cl) the hill- 
country lying between the northern end of the Jez~reh  plains and 
the edge of the Armenian plateau, together with the upland plain 
of Diarbekl; and (e) the fringe of the Syrian Desert adjoining the 
middle Euphrates valley on the west. 

(u) Tlte Pluifzs bettoeen the Middle Tigris and the Midclle Eq17trates.-
Between the southern border of the hill-country (about lat. 37'-
37' 20' N.) and the northern edge of the alluvium of Irak, the plains 
of the Jezrreh contain about 48,000 square miles. They are generally 
nlore or less undulating, though they contain some wide expanses 
of flat country. Here and there they are traversed by ranges of hills 
running from east to west or from south-east to north-west. Most 
of these are quite low, but the Jebel Sinjar, a line of basalt hills 
W. of Mosul, rises to solne 3,000 feet above the surrounding country. 
The surface of the plains is open and treeless. 

I n  the northern Jezrreh numerous stream-beds run down into the 
plain from the hills, and, though most of these carry little or no 
water in  their lower courses during the summer and early autumn, 
they help to form the coasiderable perennial rivers of the Khabilr 
and Belildl, which flow into the Euphrates. Nuch of the northern 
Jezireh has a good soil (e. g. its western part is covered with a brown 
humus from the Qarajeh Dsgh), and large areas could be brought 
under cultivation by means of irrigation-works. Before the present 
war, cultivation, though on the increase, was practically confined to 
certain districts on or near the edges of the plain and to a few areas 
in the interior where the water-supply was specially plentiful. 
Insecurity, as well as lack of water, helped to check agricultural 
development. Great tracts of the northern Jezireh are covered with 
rich grass in spring. 

South of the Jebel Sinjar and the lower Khabiir the plain becomes 
increasingly arid, and towards its lower end turns to a hard desert, 
the surface of which is composed of gravel, gypsum, marl, borax, or 
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sand. There are also large areas in ~vhich water from wadis collects 
and on evaporation leaves an incrustation of salt. It appears that 
underground supplies of water can be tapped at  many places. The 
southern Jezrreh is traversed for most of its length by the large 
watercourse known as the Wndi Tartar, which rises near the eastern 
end of the Jebel Sinjar and runs soutl~\vards to teFminate in a saline 
depression about 40 miles SW. of Samarra. The country near 
the Tartar in the upper part of its course has excellept pasture in 
spring. The depression at its lower end may possibly prove of use 
as a storage-reservoir for sul=plus flood-water from the Tigris, 

On the western and eastern sides of the Jezireh the Euphrates and 
Tigris have cut for themselves sElallo\v valleys or troughs 1-5 miles 
tvide, bordered by low hills or cliffs. At the bottom of these valleys 
occur stretches of alluvium, where the rivers have deposited their 
sediment in flood-time. Parts of the Euphrates trough are moderately 
cultivated by means of water-litts or water-wheels (e.g. in the 
neighbourhood of Alns, Hadiseh, Anah, Meyyadin, and Deir ez-Zor) ; 
elsewhere the valley is either bare or filled with tamarisk and other 
scrub. There is a considerable amount of cultivation along the 
banks of the Tigris between Mosul and the mouth of the Great Znb. 
Between the two Znbs the villages are few and far between, and S. 
of the Lesser Znb the river-valley is mostly empty and untilled ; 
here, down to the beginning of the nllnvial plain near Beled, there 
is hardly any. cultivation except n, little round Tekrit, Dur, and 
Snmarra. I 

(b) Y'lte Plnigzs East of the J5icldle Tigris.-These plains slope from 
the southern Kurdish hills down to the Tigris. They are about 
40-50 miles broad in their southern part, and narrow to 10-20,miles 
towards their northern elid in the neighbourhood of Mosul, till they 
terminate under the Jebel Abyadh range. Their total length is 
about 230 miles. They are traversed by the 'Adheim, the Lesser 
Znb, and the Great Zsb, tributaries of the Tigris flowing from the 
hills. I n  the neighbourhood and north of the Great Znb they are 
watered by a number of smaller streams. The southern part of this 
country is traversed from SE. to NW. by the rocky sandstone and 
conglomerate range of the Jebel H a m r ~ n  (about 400-600 ft. above 
the plain-levels), which is pierced by the Diyaleh near Delli 'Abbns, 
by the 'Adheim about 35 miles farther north-west, and by ,the 
Tigris at the Fethah gorge, some 65 miles above Ssnarra. Between 
the Zsbs the s~zussifof the Qara Chok Dfigh rises out of the plain to 
a height of about 2,000 f't. North of the Great Zab the plains are 
interrupted by the Jebel Maqlub, a large spur from the hill-country 
lying about 12-15 nliles E. of Mosul, and the immediate neighbour- 
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hood' of the Tigris above Mosul is sharply imdulating and broken by 
deep ravines. 

The southern plains are open steppes of clay and gravel, clothed 
with grass* in  spring. On the borders of the plain and the hill- 
country there is some cultivation by settled agriculturists grouped 
at  intervals in  or round large villages or small towns. I n  the interior ' 
of the southern plains there are only a few semi-nomads, who raise 
small patches*of crops along the rivers or from rain-water wells else- 
where. North of the Lesser Zab the villages of the semi-nomads 
become more frequent, and the plain of Erbil, where the better- 
watered country begins, is comparatively well cultivated by a settled 
population. The same is true of the plains between the Great Zab 
and 31osul and to the north of Nosul. The country in the region ,of 
the Zabs has a fertile soil and a fair rainfall, and might, i t  is 
believed, be made very productive by irrigation. 

(c) The Hig7dands ox Sozcthern and Centrat 1Licrdistnn.-From the 
Diyaleh valley up to the line Jez~ret-ibn-'Oniar-Bitlis, Mesopotamia 
is bounded on the east and nprth by an arc of high limestone ranges 
rising to 8,000-13,000 ft. above sea-level. Between these high 
mountains and the Tigris plains is the lower hill-country, where the 
altitudes vary from 1,000 to 7,000 ft. above the sea. 

(i) The lower hill-country in  the southern part of this area, E. 
of Kufri, Kirkuk, Altun Kiiyrii, and Erbil, consists either of rolling 
downs or of lines of rocky heights, in which sandstone-predominates. 
The trendlof the hills is generally about NW.-SE. I n  spring the 
downs and valleys have much grass on them. ,The water-supply is 
fair, but in parts is rather scarce during the summer, when many of 
the streams dry up altogether. Between this region and the higher 
ranges are the well-watered upland plains of Suleimsniyeh and 
Ranipeh. Along the border of the hills from Kufri to north of 
Kirkuk petroleum appears in places. , 

To the north of Erbil and Mosul the hills of the submontane belt 
are in general loftier and more rugged than in the down-country 
farther south. I n  the basin of the Great Zsb, conglomerate and 
sandstone are found ;more to the north the limestone comes down 
to the edge of the plain in the ' Jebel Abyadh range S. of Zakho. 
The ranges run generally NW.-SE. or E.-W. The valleys are well 
watered, and some are well wooded. Many of them have a fertile 
soil and contain cultivation, but the country is much under-popu- 
lated, owing to inter-tribal and inter-racial fighting and raiding. 

(ii) Along the Persian frontier the high mountain-country of 
southern Kurdistan, rising to about 11,000 ft. above the sea, is well 
watered by numerous streams flowing through deep valleys or gorges 
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into the Lesser Zstb, which cuts its way through the ranges from the 
Persian plateau. The mountain-slopes are well tiinbereit in some 
regions (for example, in the Avroman, Khoshik and Bamu ranges 
E. and SE. of Suleim~niyeh) ; and elsewhere patches of trees and 
scrub (largely oak) are found in the valley-bottoms and on the slopes, 
and many of the villages are surrounded by orchards. There are 
high pasture-grounds, especially on the eastern side of the mountain- 
belt, which are frequented in summer by nomadic and semi-nomadic 
Kurds. As elsen-here along the edge of the Persian plateau, the 
ranges run generally NW.-SE., and the tracks for pack-anin~als 
which cross them are a11 more or less difficult. Their p'asses are 
blocked by snow in winter. 

The high nlountains of central Kurdistan cover nn area which 
measures about 80 nliles from south to north. On the Mesopotamian 
side this region may be roughly described as beginning N. of 
Zakho ant1 Amadiyeh. I t  stretches up to the southern shore of 
Lake Van, which lies in  the south-eastern corner of the Armenian 
plateau, at  an altitude of over 5,000 ft. above the sea. Central 
I<nrdistan is the most clificult section of the mountain-Barrier cutting 
off Mesopotamia from A ~ ~ r n e ~ ~ i a  l'he highest and north- eat Persia. 
and most I-ugged part of this region is that which is traversed by the 
Great Znb between the plain of Bnsh Qal'ah on the north and its 
.junction with the Railbar-i-Sh~n (E. of Amadiyeh) on the south. 
Here tile nlountains E. and W. of the Zab rise to heights of 
11,000-14,000 ft. ; their sides are generally barren and sparsely 
~~~oocled; the valleys and lower slopes contain patches of cllltivable 
ground, but they are often narl-omT and rocky gorges. To the north 
and east of this ,extremely difficult country the heights of the ranges 
decrease, and there are many open grassy plains arid plateatls used 
as sumnler pastures by the Kurds. West of the Z%bbasin is an 
intricate complex of niouutains rising to 9,000-11,000 ft.. watered 
by many streams, which help to form a number of considerable 
mountain-rivers-the Khabnr, the Hazil, the Rohsur, the Bohtiin, 
and the Bitlis ; these latter drain southwards ancl .westwards to the 
Tigris. The valleys in this country are often \ire11 wooded and 
fertile. There is :I good de:d of high pasture-ground on the 
mounttiins. 

(a) The Higillands Nortlb of t71e Jezire7h and t71e Plain of DialbeTcr.-
The northern hill-country between the Euphrates on the west and 
the line Jeziret-ibn-'Omar-Bitlis on the east falls into three divisions : 
(i) the hill-country of the Tur Abdin and the Qarajeh Dagh ; (ii) the 
upland plain of Dinrbekr; (iii) the eastern Taurus ranges between 
the Euphrates and the valley of the Bitlis Su, SW. of Lake Van. 

0 2 
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The Tur Abdin and the Qarajeh Dagh country may be compared to 
the chord of an arc formed by the eastern Taurus ; between the chord 
and the arc lie the plain of Diarbekr and the open rolling country 
which adjoins it. 

(i) The plain of the Jez~reh is bounded on the north by the Tur 
Abdin plateau (E. of Mardrnj and by the hill-country which has its 
centre and highest point in  the Qarajeh Dggh (W. of Mardin). 

The southern side of the Tur Abdin rises abruptly from the plain. 
East and north of the plateau lies the valley of the Tigris. On its 
western side, between it and the spurs of the Qarajeh Dagh country, 
there is a depression running N. and S. which affords an important 
line of comn~unication between Diarbeltr and the great Mesopotamian 
plain ;Diarbekr lies a t  the northern end of this depression, Mardin at 
the southern. 

The summit of the Tur Abdin is 3,000-4,000 ft. above the sea and ' 
1,600-2,000 ft. above the plain. It is traversed by rockv ridges, 
mostly basaltic, covered with low oaks and brushwood. The soil, 
though much overlaid by stones, is often fertile, but water is scarce 
in summer. The least stony and best watered part of the plateau is 
the north-western, towards Diarbekr. 

North-west of Mardrn are the Mazi Dagh and the larger and more 
important Qarajeh Dagh (alt. 6,070 ft.) with their rocky spu1.s and out- 
liers. On its southern side this region presents no such abrupt con- 
tinuous wall as does the Tur Abdin ; its spurs run out in rocky 
parallel ridges which separate from each other the fertile districts of 
Veiran Shehr, Urfeh-Harrsn, and Seruj. The surface of the Qarajeh 
Dngh is basaltic, and the basalt extends southwards to the neighbour- 
hood of Veiriin Shehr ; to the south-west the underlying limestone 
,comes to the surface in the ranges of 	 the Tektek Dagh and the 
Nimrud Dngh, the one E., the other W., of the Urfeh plain. The 
slopes of the Qarajeh Dagh afford pasture-grounds for Kurdish 
tribes, but this country contains practically no settled population. 
I t s  water-supply is rather scanty in  summer. 

(ii) North and east of Dinrbekr lies a country of flat or rolling 
plains and open downs, watered by the Tigris and by tributaries of 
that rive19 flowing from the hills on the north. The soil of this 
country is mainly clay and gravel. Near Diarbekr there are alluvial 
flats along the Tigris. At present this region is far from being 
cultivated in proportion to its fertility. 

An extension of the plains towards the east gives easy communica- 
tion with Zokh, Sairt, and the valley of the Bitlis Su. 

(iii) The ranges of the eastern Taurus run in a crescent-shaped line 
between the Euphrates and the valley of the Bitlis Su, SW. of 
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Lake Van. They rise to about 7,000-9,000ft., and are formed 
mainly of Archaean crystalline schists, with Eocene rocks (limestone 
and sandstone) on their lower slopes, and large outcrops of volcanic 
rock appearing here and there. West of Bitlis the n~ountain-belt 
broadens out in  the Sassun country, which before the war contained 
a considerable number'of Armenian villages. The main crossings of 
the eastern Taurus leading from Mesopotamia to western Armenia 
are the Arghana defile NW. of Diarbekr, the Kulp valley 50 miles 
W. of Bitlis, and the Bitlis Pass and valley. . 

(e) The Syrian Desert.-The country bordering the middle 
Euphrates valley on the west is arid desert in  its southern part, and 
becomes gradually less arid towards the north, until, above the line 
Raqqah-Hama, more or less cultivable soil is reached. The country 
N. of this line up to the foot of the Taurus is described in the 
Handbook of Syria alzd Palestirae. 

The Syrian Desert (Hamad)is a plain sloping t o ~ v ~ ~ r d s  the Euphrates, 
and at  its eastern edge falling away in a drop of some 100-200ft. to 
the bottom of the Euphrates trough. The plain is broken here and 
there by ranges of low hills. The surface is generally sand or shingle, 
varied here and there by outcrops of volcanic rock. I n  the spring 
wide areas are covered with grass, which withers a few weeks later 
in the heat of early summer. Wells and water-holes are very scarce 
in the southern Hamad (as, for instance, between Hit and Damascus), 
and are somewhat more frequent in tile norther11 clesert, as on the 
line Deir ez-Zor-Damascus. The wadis (watercourses) which inter- 
sect the plain are generally dry except for zt few hours after rain. 
The water-supply is at  its best in spring. 

The Euphrates and the Tigris are the chanriels through which 
drainage from the Armenian tableland, from the western side of the 
Persian plateau, from tlie hill-country of northern AIdsopotamia, and 
from the upper lkIesopotaniian plains is carried into the Persian Gulf. 
The Kiiriiri and the smaller streams to the east of it bring down to 
the gulf the drainage from the south-western side of the Persian 
plateau. The common outlet of the Euphrates, the Tigris, and the 
Kariin on to the gulf is the Shatt el-'Arab. On the navigation of 
these rivers see yp. 280-7. 

Tlte Etq~ltratcs arzrl il'iyris 

The main sources of the Euphrates are two considerable streams 
(the Qara or Frat Su and the M.urad Su), which, after traversing the 
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Armenian plateau from east to west, join their waters near its south- 
western corner, some 25 miles WNW. of\Kharput. From the junction 
of these two rivers the Euphrates cuts its way southwards through 
the Taurus in a series of gorges, and, after emerging fro111 the, moun- 
tains, flows, on a course of about 650miles, in a sl~allowvalley or trough 
between the western edge of upper Mesopotamia on one side and 
nortliern Syria and the Syrian Desert on the other. A t  H T ~  it enters 
the alluvial bed in which i t  flows thence to the sea. It passes along 
the western ant1 soutllern sides of the alluvial plain of Irak, ap- 
proaching to within 25 miles of the Tigris in the neighbourhood of 
Ctesiphon, but again diverging froill that river. I ts  waters divide 
into branches and spill over nltlrshes and broads, until, about 400 miles 
by river belo\v HI^, what relnains of then1 joins the waters of the 
Tigris, partly at  Kurna, partly a t  Gurmat 'Ali a few miles above 
Basra. 

The streanls forniilig 'the head-waters of the Y'igris (the Arghana S u  
and the Dibeneh Su) rise on the southerll edge of the Armenian 
plateau, just N. of the eastern Taurus and close to the Muracl Su. 
The Arghana Su has its sources S. of I.harput, \vitllin a few rililes of 
the Euplirutes. The Arghzlna and the Dibeueli penetrate the barrier 
of the Taurus and unite in tlie lowlands of Diarbekr, some 20 miles 
N. of that town. Tlle Tigris flows along the sonthern side of the 
lowlands until, 60 miles below Diarbekr, i t  enters n succession of 
gorges between the Tur  Abdin plateau to the south and west, and 
the mo~il~tairis of central Kurtlistan to tile ~iortll311~1 east. It leaves 
the mouritains near Jeziret-ibn-'On~:u., 170 miles below Diurbekr, 
and thence flows in a trough through the upper Mesopotanlian 
plains, passing hy AIostil to Sanlal.ra, 340 miles belolv Jeziret-ibn- 
:Ornay. Some 15 miles below Sanltlrra i t  enters its alluvial bed, and 
follo~vs n course through norther11 and eastern Irak for about 
:650 niiles. As i t  proceeds ~outhwiircls, more and Inore of its water 
is spilt into'marshes, aricl, though some of this returns to tlie main 
channel. its volulve is iiiuch reduced by the time a p:rrt of the 
Euphrates is met at Kuratt. 

Frolii ICuni:~ clownw;irds tlie united waters of the Eupl~rates and 
the Tigris are l i l~ow~ias tlie Shcitt el-'Arcs6, a large river $bout 
126 miles long, which at ~~oharnn~are l i ,  about 48 nliles from its 
mouth? is joined by the greater part of the waters of the IGiriln. 

D1.cci)2ccge.-Outside the boundaries of this area the Ezcpltrutes 
drains n large 1)al.t of t l ~ u  Arn~enian plateau and the north-eastern 
corner of Syria. Withill tliis area it receives two large tributaries in 

' upper JIesopotamia, tlle Belikh and the Khabar. These drain the 
' western and central p:~rts of the northern Jezrreh plain and the 

http:Sanlal.ra
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southern slopes of the Qarajeli Dagh hill-country and Tur  Abdin 
plateau, which overlook that plain from the north. Below its 
junction with the Khabar, 280 miles by river above Hrt, the 
Euphrates receives no tributary river: there are only wadis (water- 
courses), which from time to time bring down to i t  a part of the 
rainfall of the Syrian and southern Jezrreh deserts. 

The Tigris drains, first, the southern side of the Armenian plateau 
through a number of streams, the most important of which is the 
Batman Su ; secondly, the mountains of central Kurdistan through 
the Bohtan, the Rohsur, the Hazil, the Khabar, and the Great Zab ; 
and thirdly, the western side of the Persian plateau through the Great 
Zsb and Lesser Zsb, the 'Adheim, the Diy~leh, and the Karlieh. 
Of these tributaries the Great Zab rises on the Persian frontier east 
of Lake Vansand cuts its way right through the high eastern ranges 
of the central Kurdish mountains. taking their drainage ; in the 
southern part of its course, below the neighbourhood of Amadiy eh, 
it is fed by streams from the eastern side of the Persian plateau and 
from the lower hill-country E. of Mosul  i t  joins the Tigris 35 miles 
below Mosul. The Lesser Zab rises 01: the Persian plateau, not far 
from the south-west corner of Lnke Urmia, and, after flowing south- 
wards for some 80 miles, breaks through the mountain-barrier S. of 
Ser Desht and Raniyeh, and drains the hill-country between Raniyeh 
and, Altun ICiiprii ; it enters the Tigris 100miles below Blosul, under 
the Jebel Hamr~n.  Just below the point where the Tigris begins to 
flow over an al1uvi:rl bed: the 'Adlteinz river comes in from the north; 
this stream, which drains the lower hill-country between ILirkuk, 
Suleim~niyel:, and Icufri, carries in the dry season little or no water 
in the lower part of its course. A few miles S. of Baghdad the 
Tigris is joined by the Diyalch, known in its upper course as the 
S i r v  This river brings water froin the provinces of Ardelan and 
I<innansliah on the Persian plateau ; illost of its supply in the low- 
wst91- season is used for the irrigation of the counti-y NE. of Baghdad. 
Lelow the Diy~leh a number of stream-beds descend into the plains 
from the hills of the Pusht-i-Knh. Most of these are dry in the 
low-water season, but the southernniost of them is the channel of a 
large river, the Karkeh, whicli drains a considerable area of Lnristan. 
The greater part of the water that desceilds from the Pusht-i-Kilh 
towards the Tigris is lost i n  snTanlps before it reaches that river, but 
a certain proportion of the Karkeh water finds its way into the Tigris 
or into the Shatt el-'Arab s few miles below I<nrna. 

Hi911 and Lozr-zcnter Seuso12s: Biscl~cwgc: Silt.--llJle volunle of 
)niter in the Euphrates and Tigris varies consideral~ly clr~ring the 
year. This variation has most in~portant effects on irrigation and 
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agriculture, on navigation, on movement by land in  Irak, &c. The 
great increase in  the volume of the rivers during certain months is 
caused by rainfall and melting snow in  the highlands of Armenia, 
Kurdistan, and Persia. 

The low-water season may be said to last from July to November, 
the high-water season from December to June. The Tigris is at its 
lowest in Irak in October and throughout most of November. 
Towards the end of the  latter month and in December there may be 
irregular rises due to rainstorms over a wide area, and the river may 
even (exceptionally) touch overflow level. I n  January the regular 
rise of the river begins, and in  this month and in February it may 
reach overflow levels for short periods. I n  the latter half of March 
or at the beginning of April come the great floods of spring, when 
the river is at  its highest. Throughout May and June i t  is steadily 
falling, and in July the low-water season may be considered to begin, 
the river continuing to decrease. -The rise and fall of the Euphrates 
take a similar general course, but its spring floods are about a week 
later than those of the Tigris. Both rivers, and especially the Tigris, 
are liable to rise in  sudden and violent spates. By far the greater 
part of the water that passes Baghdad and Hindiyeh is spilt into 
marshes farther downstream and lost by evaporation. 

I n  the flood months of March, April, and May the average dis- 
charge of the Tigris a t  Baghdad is about 100,000 cusecsl, but for 
short periods the river mjy discharge as much as ?60,000 cusecs. 
I n  the low-water months of August, September, and October the 
average is about 10,600 cusecs. At  Kut el-Amara, while the low- 
water discharge is about the same as a t  Baghdad, the flood discharge 
is greater (about 160,000 cusecs?) owing to the contribution 
received in  high water from the Diyaleh, which in low water is dry. 
Between Kut el-Amara and Qal'at S ~ l i h  the volume of the Tigris 
is enormously reduced by spills and distribution through canals. 
As far as Amara the reduction occurs chiefly in the flood season : 
thus at  Anlara above the Jehaleh (Chahala) canal the average flood 
discharge is only 35,000 cusecs ; the low-water discharge is about 
10,100 cusecs. Between Amartt and Qal'at Salih the great canals 
have been taking off much water in the low season as well as in 
flood ; thus the flood discharge at Amara below the Jeh~ileh canal 
was recently reported to be 20,000 cusecs, the low-water discharge 
5,600 cusecs, while for Qal'at Snlih the figures were 4,000 cusecs in 
flood and 2,800 cusecs in a low river. Below Qal'at Salih there is 
an increase in the volume of the river due to a return of water from 
the marshes; at  Ezra's Tomb the flood discharge is 13,400 cusecs, 

Cusecs - cubic:feet per seconcl. 
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the low-water discharge 7,700. At Kurna the river discharges about 
28,000 cusecs in flood. 

I n  northern Irak the Euphrates has a smaller discharge than the 
Tigris i n  the flood months ; the average for the Euphrates on the 
section Hit-Hindiyeh is about 87,000 cusecs against 100,000 for 
the Tigris at Baghdad. Noreover the Euphrates in its most violent 
flood does not rise here much beyond 160,000 cusccs. On the other 
hand in the months of low water the discharge of the Euphrates in 
northern Irak is somewhat greater than that of the Tigris (about 
14,000fcusecs against 10,600 cusecs). 

Both rivers bring down a great quantity of sediment in the high- 
water season. I n  lower Mesopotamia part of this sediment forms 
shifting banks in the channels, part is deposited in marshes or lakes 
or in irrigation-channels. By the time the two rivers meet a t  
Kurna both have lost most of their silt, the Euphrates especially 
being comparatively clear in  its lower course. 

Efect of Floods in Irak-In upper Mesopotamia the floods of the 
Euphrates and the Tigris are contained in  their valleys or troughs. 
They flood low foreshores in  the bottom of their troughs, but do not 
spread very far. I n  the alluvium of lower Mesopotamia on the 
other hand the water of the rivers spreads out in great inundations, 
and has been known to change its main channel. Here the river- 
beds are not nearly capable of taking all the flood-season discharge ; 
the soft alluvial soil is easily penetrated, and the ground-levels, which 
are below the high-flood levels of the rivers, fall gradually away froill 
the banks. Moreover, since the former irrigation-system was de-
st'royed in  the Middle Ages, the slight and partial attempts to control 
the flow of the water have not only been inadequate, but have often 
made matters worse. Before the present war the Turkish authori- 
ties tried by means of bzclzcZs (dykes and dams) to limit the floods 
round Baghdad, and they had the Hindiyell Barrage and Hilla 
Regulator built for the distribation of the \vater between the two 
main branches into which the Euphrates divides below BIuseyib. 
Elsewhere the only protective works were small and weak earthen 
dykes along the river-batiks. The Arabs were left to cut canals, 
build danis, and reclaini land along the river-banks to suit their 
private and local needs, and their ~vorlr often had disastrous effects. 
*Only by the constrrlction of a system of barrages and escapes at the 
head of the alluvial plain (that is, between Hit and Fellnjeh on the 
Euphrates and in the neighbourhood of Samarra on the Tigris) can 
excessive fl.ooding be effectively prevented in  Irak. 

The iimount of spill which occurs a t  this point or that, and the 
position and extent of the inundations, vary niore or less from year 



26 BOUNDARIES AND PHYSICAL FEATURES 

to year, according to the volume of the flood, the way in which it 
rises, and the obstacles or opportunities which i t  encounters. Condi-
tions are constantly changing, and until the Euphrates and Tigris 
are properly controlled they may always Le expected to present 
new problems. 

The Eu9hrutes between Felltijeh and Diwanigeh flows at  a higher 
level than the Tigris between Baghdnd and Kut el-An~ara, and the 
country between the rivers in north-western Irak is therefore flooded 
mainly from the Euphrates. The flood-water finds its way through 
long canals, the relics of tiie old irrigation-system, far into the 
interior of the plain, and there forms shallo~v marshes. Just below 
Museyib (70 miles by river below Felliijeh) the Euphrates bifurcates 
into two large branches, called the Hindiyeh and the Hilla, which 
join again 110 miles to the south-south-east near Eamaweh. I n  the 
past the main volume of water has flowed now in one, now in ' 
another of these branches. Between 1865and 1890 the main stream 
shifted from the eastern (Hilla) branch to the western (ZIindiyeh). 
After several unsuccessful attempts to check the process, which \\?as 
threatening to dry up the Hilln branch altogether, the new Hindiyeh 
Barrage and the Hills Regulator were constructed (1913)to regulate 
the flow of water down the two channels. On t l ~ e  Hindiyeh branch 
the Euphrates spreads out in large reedy marshes atld broads, where 
the Euphrates deposits much of its sediment. Below the junction 
of the two blanches a t  Samaweh the Eupl~rates again flows in a 
single channel past Nasir~yeh to the neighbourliood of Soq esh-
Shuytikll. From here part of the Euphrates water flows eastwards 
to Kurna, where tiie Tigris is met. But from Nasirryell down~vards 
the Euphrates, now flowing at a lower level than the Tigris, receives 
from the north a great quantity of Tigris water, which finds its way 
through the canals and marshes between the two rivers. The volunle 
of the Euphrates, thus increased, is beyond the capacity of the 
channel leading to Kurna (called the Old Channel), and n~ost  of the 
Euphrates water is forcecl soutllwards and south-eastwards, and 
fornls a large area of ope11 \\atel. ;111cl swamp, through which the 
New Channel drains into the Shatt el-'Arab s t  Gurmat 'Ali, a few 
miles above Basra. 

The l'igris is liable to flood xilore or less of the neighbourhood of 
its banks from above Baghdnd down to Kut el-An~ara. At  the 
latter place a large cllzrnnel, the Shatt el-Hai, branches south~vards 
from the right bank of tlie Tigris, and in the nionths of high river 
carries off a considerable quantity of wnte~., which ever~tually reaches 
the Euphrates below Nasir~yeh by various outlets. The Shatt el-Hai 
was the main becl of the Tigris froin the seveutl: to the sixteenti: 
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century; a t  present it is dry during the low-water season (from 
about July to about February). Below Kut el-Amara more and 
more flood-water drains southwards into swamps, and from just 
above Amara to Qal'at Salih an enormous amount of water is taken 
off froin the river by large canaIs, and it has been feared that, unless 
preventive measures were taken, the Tigris might altogether leave 
its present bed below Amara. Great permanent marshes are formed 
on both sides of the river, and between Qal'at Sslih and Ezra's Tomb 
the Tigris is  reduced to a narrow, winding channel. Part  of the 
water spilt from the right bank of the Tigris drains down into the 
Euphrates between Nasiriyeh and Icurna; much water in the marshes 
E. and W. of the Tigris is lost there by evaporation ; much returns 
through many channels into the Tigris between Ezra's Tomb and 
Icurna. 

Cotzditio~zsnfecting ~Vaz;igafimz.-In upper Mesopotamia the general 
physical conditions affecting nzlvigatio~i on the Tigris and the 
Euphrates are the swiftness of the current, due to a comparatively 
steep fall: and the presence in the river-beds of rocks and ledges of 
shingle, causing rapids and shallo~vs. As waterways therefore the 
nliddle Euphrates and middle Tigris have been used almost entirely 
for down-stream traffic by flat-bottonled boats or rafts (see further 
pp. 286-7. 290-2). 

I n  lower Mesopotamia the i~lferiority of the Euphrates to the 
Tigris as a waterway is due to the greater dispersion of the Euphrates 
water it1 branches, canals, and broads. This dispersion has left the 
lower Euphrates Yely shallow in parts during the low-water season, 
with a slack current, which has enabled the silt to form here and 
there in bars, over which there is very little water. The Tigris loses 
lnuch of its water in spills, and has its banks of silt, which give 
trouble in a low river, and its narrows in its lower reaches, which 
are difficult at  all seasons, but i t  keeps a greater proportion of water 
in one bed than does the Euphrates, aiid flows more strongly, and 
therefore has better depths in the months of low river. The Tigris, 
as s waterway, is capable of iinprovenlent by a thorough tri t ini~~g of 
its channel and by the limitation of the amount of water di~tribut~ed 
through canals so far as may be consistent with the neecls of irrigation. 
3Ieasures have alreacly beell taken to preserve and jnlprove the river 
in the narrows between Anlara and Qal'at Salih. As regards the 
Eupi~rates,a scheme has been proposed for the restoration of the old 
channel between Kurx~a and Silcl esh-Shuyiikli. For the obstacles 
to xiavigatiorl forliied by the old axld new IIindiyeh Bar~ages and 
by the Hilla Regulator see pp. 283-4. 
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The Iiliriin, Jermlhi, und Higzdiyalz 
The Euriisz, rising i n  the Balchtiysri country, about 100 miles W. 

of Isfallan, flows in a winding course (at first SE. and then NW.) 
through deep valleys and gorges among the Bakhtiyiiri mountains, 
till i t  emerges from the hills above Shushtar; thence i t  flows 
southwards through the plain? of Arabistan. Below Shushtar it 
divides into two arms-the Ab-i-Shatait and Ab-i-Gargar-which 
join again at Band-i-Qir 32 miles farther soutl~. After breaking in  
s series of rapids through the sandstone hills at  Ahwiiz (where i t  
drops about 7-8 ft. in  2,000 yds.), the K ~ r a n  winds for about 115 
miles through the alluvial flats of southern Arabistan. It discharges 
most of i ts water into the Shatt el-'Arab at Mohanlmareh ; part finds 
its way to the sea through the Bahman Shir channel, which takes 
off from the main stream a few miles above Mohammareh and 
reaches the Persian Gulf 12 miles E. of the Shatt el-'Arab. 

The Kariin drains the Bakhtiysri country, and through its tribu- 
tary, the Diz, 'a large part of eastern Luristan. One parent branch 
of the Diz rises near Burujird in north-eastern Luristan, and, after a 
southerly course, breaks through the mountains N. of Dizfiil. About 
32 miles above D iz f~ l  i t  is joined from the east by the other parent 
branch which flows through the mountains from Faridan. Both of 
these branches are called the Diz ; the easterly one is also known as 
the Gand. Their united waters, after passing Dizfiil, flow into the 
Knran at Band-i-Qrr. 

The seasonal variations of volume on the Kariin follow the same 
general course as those on the Euphrates and Tigris (see p. 24), but 
i t  is even more subject than they are to sudden irregular rises. I n  
southern Arabistan the Karan floods, escaping by side channels, 
form patches of marsh in the country along its course ; but con~pared 
with the lower Tigris and Euphrates the lower Ksriin is well 
contained by its bed. 

The rapids at Ahwaz are l~ractically unnavigable. Below then1 there 
are good depths for navigation by river-craft. Above them the river 
is navigable to within a few miles of Shushtar (see further p. 285). 

The Jerrahi and Hindiyan are conlparatively unimportant, but 
they and their tributaries water fertile districts (e. g. Ramuz, Fella- 
hryeh, and Belibehan). The Jerrulti is formed-in the Ranluz district 
in eastern Arabistan by two streams, the Ab-i-Ramuz from the 
northern part of the ICohgala country and the Marun from Behbehan. 
After winding through the plains i t  reaches the Felliihiyeh district, 
where it irrigates and floods a considerable area, breaking up into a net- 
work of water-cuts. Its main channel here becomes the Fellah~yeh- 
Marid canal, which connects with the lower Hartin, about 15 niiles 
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above Mohamma.reh. The Jerrahi has no outlet of any size on the 
Persian Gulf. 

The Hindjyalz is formed by two streams from the highlands east 
and east-south-east of Behbehan, which water part of the Behbehan 
plain and unite some 22 miles N. of Bandar Dilam. It flotvs with 
a deep and rapid course through the Zaidan plain and p ~ s t  Hindiyan 
village, to reach the Gulf some 70 miles E. of the mouth of the Shatt 
el-'Arab. Its estuary lies anlong mud-flats, and is encumbered by 
shoals. Only native craft of 20-30 tons use the river, navigating 
up to Hindryan village, a distance of some 52 miles by water. 

This area touches the sea only on a narrow front at  the head of 
the Persian Gulf. Here the coast of the alluvial plains of Irak and 
Arabistan, wedged in  between the nor th-eastern corner of the Arabian 
Desert and the south-western corner of the Persian plateau, extends 
for about 130miles from the month of the Khar Zobeir on the west 
to a point between the mouth of the Hindiyan river and Bandar 
Dilam on the east. This coast is low and marshy, liable to flood, 
and fringed with flat mud-banks or islands, which have been formed 
by silt brought down by the rivers. The openings in i t  are the river- 
mouths, obstructed by bars of mud, and three or four long inlets. 

Beyond the western end of this coast-line the large alluvial island 
of Babay3n masks the higher Arabian coast between the I<hbr 
Zobeir and the Bay of Koweit. I t  is at Koweit Bay that the Arabian 
Desert first fronts the open Gulf. The northern side of the bay is 
bordered by hills some 150-400 ft. high ; a gently undulating sandy 
plain lies to the west and south. 

Eastwards the coast of Arabistan is succeeded by a strip of low 
alluvial land, a few miles wide, running SE. between the Gulf and 
the foot-hills of the Persian plateau to Bushire. 

Shallows and mud-banks make the coast of Irak and Arabistan 
difficult to approach from the gulf. The bar at  the mouth of the 
Shatt el-'Arab needs dredging to make i t  passable at all tides by 
large ocean-going steamers. Between the Shatt el-'Arab and Bushire 
there are no natural harbours for large vessels. West of the Shatt 
el-'Arab the Khor Zobeir, which runs up into the desert towards 
Basra, has fairly deep ~vatsr  within 20 or 25 miles of Basra, but its 
approaches from land and sea, its configuration and dimensions, 
appear to make it unsuitable for regular use as a harbour (see 
further Vol. 11, Route I C). The important harbour of Koweit is 
50-60 miles SW. of the mouth of the Shatt el-'Arab. 

Desert, marsh, and inundation make the coast difficult of access 
from the land side, 



CHAPTER I1 

CLIMATE 

Introdnction-Upper Mesnpnt;~min-Lower ICPesnpnt,nmin-Concl i t  inns affecting 
aviation-Ti~bles. 

THEclimatic conditions of Mesopotamia are those of a subtropical 
area which lies at  a distance from any ocean, and therefore are of 
a semi-arid type, although an appreciable amount of sail1 falls in the 
winter months. I n  the winter the atmospheric pressure is corn yara- 
tively high over northern Syria and Mesopotamia, since they lie on 
the outskirts of the great high-pressure system of central Asia ; and, 
while the air-currents a t  this season are somewhat variable in their 
directions, winds from the north-west predominate in all parts of 
the country. 

Rain occurs during the passage of cyclonic depressions, some of 
which come from the eastern Mediterranean, and others probably 
pass across Asia Minor, but at other times the north-westerly winds 
descending from the high plateau to the northward arrive at the low- 
lying Jezrreh as dry and comparatively warm winds. I n  summer 
this effect is more strongly marked, and these north-westerly winds, 
warnled by their descent from the plateau and in their passage to 
lower latitudes, syeep over the valley of the Tigris nnd Euphrates as 
hot, dry winds, which blow fairly continuously from May until 
October. At this season the great low-pressure area of north-west 
India, which is related to the monsoon of the Indian Ocean, extends 
to the Persian Gulf, and the pressure gradient which exists from the 
eastern Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf maintains this flow of air 
over Mesopotamia throughout these months. 

Consequently the land depends on the waters of its two great rivers 
for its fertility, since the rainfall alone is  insufficient to nlaintain 
vegetation through the summer. Drawing their supply largely from 
the snowfall in the mountains of Arnienia, the levels of the Tigris 
and Euphrates increase in the spring months, and begin to diminish 
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as nlidsunlmer approaches. As in Egypt, the cultivator is dependent 
on the water of the rivers for bringing his crops to ~naturity, but in 
Mesopotamia they are at their highest in April and May, whereas the 
rains of Abyssinia from June to September produce the annual Nile 
flood of Egypt in August and September. 

I n  a region so sparsely inhabited and so little civilized as Meso- 
potamia, the places at which l~eteorological observations have been 
made are naturally few. Some have been carried on for short periods 
among the foot-hills of the Taurus in the northern portion of the 
basin of the Euphrates, while others have been made for longer 
periods at Baghdad and Basra, and have been published in the 
Meteorological Repolots of the 'Indian Government. Besides these, 
a series of observations which extends over six years has been made 
at Babylon. 

We have therefore meteorological observations ftom the following 
places in Mesopotamia, but they are too few in number and extend 
over too limited periods to represent adequately the extensive basin 
of the Tigris ant1 the Euphrates : 

Place. Longitude 1:.
Observniions. 

Upper Mesopotamia : Years. 

Urfeh . . . . 
Diarbekr . . . 

Lower hfesofiotatniri : 
Baghdad . . 
Babylon . . . 
Basra . . . . 
~Iohammare~~. . 

Persian Gzcv: 
Bushire . . . 
Bahrein . . . 
Jask . . . . 
Muscat . . . 

* The altitudes of some stations are uncertain. Those marked with an asterisk 
are taken from the Royal Geographical Society's map of 1910, the other value 
being that quoted in the observntions. 
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Of these twelve stations 'Aintab, Urfeh, and Diarbekr represent the 
climate of the hilly country which lies immediately to the southward 
of the mountain-ranges extending from the Gulf of Iskanderun on 
the west to Lake Van on the east. This region, which forms a part 
of the upper basins of the Euphrates and tlie Tigris, lies a t  an altitude 
of 1,600 to 3,000 feet, while marly of the hills rise to greater heights. 
A t  'Aintab the observations, which relate to rainfall only, extend 
over thirty-two years. At  Urfeh and Diarbekr the periods are shorter, 
being seven (1900-6) and two to four years (1901-5) respectively, but 
the observations are more complete and include all climatic factors. 

Situated on the banks of the Tigris, about 100 miles farther south 
than Diarbekr and more to the eastward, is Mosul, where observations 
have been made for three to four years (1908-11). This town, which 
is about 900 feet above sea-level, represents the climate of the southern 
part of upper hlesopotamia, where more arid conditions prevail than 
i n  the foot-hills. A t  Mosul itself the winter rainfall is considerable, 
but in the Jezireh it  decreases gradually as tl16 hill-coan try is left 
behind. 

Tenzpernhcrc (Tables I-VII, pp. 44-0) 

The coldest month is Jnnuary, while the hottest is July or August, 
there being but little difference between these two months. The 
mean temperature of the day (Table I) varies from about 40" F. in 
.January (31"F. at Diarbekr) to about 90" F. in July and August, the 
increase being at the rate of about ten degrees per morith from April 
onwards. September sees n definite reduction of temperature after 
the summer heat, and in October and November the temperature 
diminishes rapid1 y. 

The difference between the temperature at  Mosul and that of the 
stations in the hills is not very apparent in the mean temperature, 
hut is clearly seen i n  the claily and monthly extremes (Tables 11-VI). 
The mean daily maximum temperature in Mosul in July is 110' F.? 

' or 11" higher than at  Diarbekr, \vhile the mean monthly maxinlum, 
the highest temperature which may ordinarily be expected in the 
month, is 116.6" F., or 11" and 12" above that recorded a t  Diarbekr 
and Urfeh respectively. 

Fairly low temperatu~es occur at  all these stations annu:~llg, the 
mean daily minimum being 26.4"F. at Diarbekr and 32' F. at Mosul 
i n  January, but occasionally I I I I I C ~lower readings are recorded. The 
mean monthly minimum in January is 27.1" F. at Urfeh, 19.2' F. a t  
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Mosul, and even 10.9O F. a t  Diarbekr. This severe cold at Diarbekr 
is doubtless due to its position in a basin, into which the cold air 
drains from the surrounding mountains. 

The lowest and highest tehiperatures which have been recorded 
show the same wide range, though the observations have not yet 
extended over a long period, seven years being available for Urfeh, 
but from two to four for Diarbekr, and from three to four years 
for Mosul. 

Highest Lorcest 
Place. Temperature Month. Temperature Xolodh. Rfi.ge. 

recorded. OF. . recorded. O F .  

1-
 91.3 
108.2 
114.5 

Urfeh . . . 110.7 July 19.4 December 
Diarbekr . . 107.8 August -0.4 January 
Mosul . ' . . 118.8 July 4-3 

the extren~e range ofThis represents t,emperature which has 
been recorded for each place during the period for which observa- 
tions are available. If, however, the difference between the lowest 
mean monthly minimum and the highest mean monthly maximum 
(Tables 111 and VI, pp. 44-5 and 46-7), that is, between the lowest 
and highest temperatures which may ordinarily be expected in any 
year, be taken, the annual range is:% for Urfeh, 77.1' F. ; for Diarbekr, 
94.4" F. ; and for Mosul, 97.4" F. 

Rainfall (Tables I X  and X, pp. 50-1) 

I n  upper Mesopotamia the rainfall is moderately plentiful at  
stations in and near the mountains, but it diminishes rapidly towards 
the alluvial plain of the Euphrates and Tigris. 

The station of 'Aintab, which is situated in  the hills about 
60 miles to the north of Aleppo, has an average annual rainfall of 
22.05 inches, as deduced from a series of observations which extends 
over 32 years (Table IX, p. 50). The greatest amount of rain falls in 
December (4.13 inches), while more than 3 inches are recorded in 
November, January, and February. The months of July, August, 
and September are rainless, while the average rainfall in June is 
only 0.24 inch. 

At the  other stations the observations are probably too few as 
yet to furnish satisfactory averages, but they all show the heaviest 
rainfall as occurring in  March, with a secondary maximum in 
December at Urfeh, and i n  November at  Diarbekr and Mosul. This 
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approximates to the yearly distribution of rainfall at  stations in  
western Persia. The number of rainy days shows maxima in the 
same lnonths (Table X, p. 50), and call for no special remark. 

Snozu occurs in upper Mesopotamia in December and January, and 
sometimes in February and March as well. I t  is recorded on eight 
days on the average at Diarbekr and on two at  Urfeh during the 
winter. 

Hzcmidity (Table VIII,  p. 48) 

The mean relative humidity at Urfeh is remarkably low and, if 
the figures are correct, must be ascribed to the fiihn effect when the 
winds blow from the northward over the high mountain-ranges 
of Asia Minor and descend to the much lower level of the basin of 
the Euphrates as warm and dry minds. I n  summer the humidity 
is particularly low, being from 26 to 29 per cent. At  Mosul it is 
considerably higher, especially in December and January. 

T/zulzderstorms(Table XII, p. 54) 

Thunderstorms are moderately common, and occur most frequently 
i n  April and May, when the average number for the month is 4 a t  
Diarbekr and 3 at Urfeh, the average number in the year being 14.6 
a t  the former and 10.3 at the latter place. 

Clozcd (Table XIII ,  p. 54) 

Observations of the amount of cloud are available from Urfeh, and 
also from Mosul, where observations were made three times daily. 
While the summer months, June to September, are almost cloudless, 
the amount increases rapidly in the autumn, until during the winter 
months the mean amount is from 4 to 5, BIosul showing a mavimunl 
of 5 to 6 in April (Table ,XIII,  p. 54), on a scale in which 10 represents 
a completely overcast sky. 

The northern portion of lower 1\Iesopotamia extends from about 
Baghdad on the Tigris to K u r n s a t  the junction of the Euphrates 
and the Tigris, and its extremely hot and dry climate is represented 
by the meteorological observations which have been taken at Baghdad 
and Babylon. At  Baghdad these extend over a period of twenty-one 
years, while a t  Babylon they were made regularly for s is  years by an 
archaeological mission which tvas carrying out exci~vations there. 
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To the south of the junction of the two rivers at Kurna the climate 
becomes very damp as well as hot, and heavy dews are of frequent 
occurrence, -the conditions approximating to those of the Persian 
Gulf. Basra, a station where meteorological observations were 
made for eleven years before the war, represents this portion of the 
country, while some observations made during four months in the 
summer of 1885 at Mohamrnareh are also available. 

Tenqeratzcre (Tables I to VII, pp. 44-9) 

I n  lower Nesopotamia the mean temperature ranges from 47' J?. 
in January to 95" F. in July, while at  Baghdad and Basra the range 
is somewhat less. December, January, and February are the coldest 
months; from March onwards the temperature rises steadily at  
the rate of about 10" F. per month until June. June, July, and 
August are the hottest months of the year, the maximum usually 
falling in  July or August. 

As is to be expected i n  this semi-arid region, the maxiinurn tem- 
peratures are very high. The mean daily maximum is from 57" F. 
to 60" F. i n  January, and rises to 110" F. and 111"F. in August at  
Baghdad and Babylon, and to 104"F. at  Basra. The mean monthly 
maximum temperature for August is considerably higher, being 
119.5°,F. at  Baghdad, while the highest temperatures which had 
been recorded at these four stations up to 1914 are 121.3O F. at 
Babylon and 121.0" F. at  Baghdad .in August. While such high 
temperatures are annually experienced in the summer, frost occurs 
occasionally i n  December, January, and February. The mean 
monthly minimum temperature in January is 27.5"F. 'for Baghdad, 
and 26.1" F. at Babylon, while the lowest temperatures which had 
been recorded before 1914 are 18.6"F. for Baghdad and 18.9"F. for 
Babylon. 

The extreme annual range of temperature is hardly so great as in 
upper filesopotamia, although the maximunl in August is higher, 
since the minimum in January is not nearly so low as, for instance, 
at Diarbekr. 
-- 

I ~ighe.st Lowest 
Place. Temperature 

recordect O F .  

Molitlh. Temperatzc?-e 
recorded. "F. 

---- 
Baghdad 
Babylon 
B a s r a .  

. . 
. 

. . . 
121.0 
121.3 
114-4 

August 
7 

d ~ l ;  1 
18.9 
23.7 

102.4 
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The greatest ranges of temperature which may ordinarily be 
anticipated, i. e. the difference between the mean monthly maximum 
and mean monthly minimum temperatures, are 92.0' F., 90.9O F., 
and 76.5"F. for these three stations respectively. 

Rainfall (Table IX, p. 50) 

While the rainfall of lower Mesopotamia is less than that of 
upper Mesopotamia, still an inch of rain usually falls in each 
of three months of the year. At Baghdad and Babylon the largest 
rainfall is .in March, while a t  Basra the total for January is the 
highest, being thus intermediate between the late'r date of the 
maximum rainfall a t  places in northern Irak, and December, when 
the heaviest rainfall a t  places in the Persian Gulf is recorded. The 
total amount is not large at  any station, ranging on the average 
from 4 to 7 inches. June to September are practically rainless, 
and in April, &lay, and October the amount which falls is small. The 
rain days are consequently few (see Table X, p. 50), the highest 
average number being 3-6 in March at  Baghdad and 5.0 in December 
and January a t  Babylon, while a t  Basra i t  is 2.6 in  January. * 

Snow falls occasionally, and as many as four days of snow were 
recorded in January, 1912, at Babylon. 

Hunzidity (Table VIII ,  p. 48) 

The mean relative humidity a t  Baghdad. lies between 60 and 
80 per cent. from November to April, but falls much lower in 
the summer, and is only 38 per cent. in June, from which it rises 
slowly to 44 per cent. in September. At  Babylon the values are 
lower. Here, even in the winter, very low relative humidities 
occur, 10 per cent. or less having been recorded in  every month 
except December and January during the period 1907-11. 

T/zwndersto,ms (Table XI& p. 54) 

Thunderstorms appear to he rather frequenf for at  Babylon, 
which i~the only place at which they have been regularly recorded, 
they show a well-marked maximum in April and May, when nearly 
five occur on an average. During the five years over which the 
observations extended, 8 occurred in  April of one year and 10 in  
May of anot.her. I n  July, August, and September none occurred, 
and only a few in  the autumn. 
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Cloud (Table XIII ,  p. 54) 

Cloudiness is naturally much less in the arid climate of southern 
Mesopotamia than under the somewhat moister conditions of the 
country to the north of Baghdad. Both that station and Babylon, 
however, show a well-marked cloudy season from December to 
April, while from June to September the sky is almost cloudless. 
A similar annual variation of cloudiness is noticeable at  the northern 
end of the Persian Gulf, while a t  places nearer to the Indian Ocean, 
such as Jask and Muscat, July and August are months of much 
cloud. 

Winds (Table XI,pp. 52-4) 

Before the war the winds of Mesopotamia had been observed at five 
stations, viz. Urfeh, Mosul, Baghdad, Babylon, and Basra; but at 
Baghdad and .Basra the observations mere made at 8a.m. only, \vhile 
at the other places three observations daily-at 8 a.m., 2 p.m., and 
7 p.m. or 8.30 p.m.-are available, and give a better representation 
of the air movement. 

The mean wind directions for each month, expressed as per-
centages of the total directions observed in the month, are given 
in Table XI, p. 52, where it will be seen that the dominant wind 
direction in all months is the north-west, inclining at  one time 
more to the west and at  another to the north. I n  the summer 
the north-west wind shows the greatest steadiness at  all stations, 
when i t  reaches a frequency percentage of 70 to 80. I n  winter and 
spring the southerly and easterly wiuds attain their greatest fre- 
quency, but there is a recognizable difference at the different stations. 

At Urfeh calms are not indicated in  the observations, and in ,the 
winter months easterly and southerly winds have each about half 
the frequency of the north-westerly. At  this station southerly 
winds are fairly frequent a t  all seasons, but, as elsewhere, are at  the 
minimum in the summer months. 

A t  Dlosul calms are .few, and the north-westerly winds are still 
predominant, reaching 77.7 per cent. in the summer months. At  
that season southerly winds are comparatively rare, but they reach 
30.3 per cent. in the winter months, and as south-easterly winds con- 
tinue into April and May. 

At  Baghdad the observations were made at 8a.m. only, and a very 
high percentage of calms was recorded-from 58.4 per cent. in 
December to 22.9 per cent. in July. This high 'proportion may be 
due to local conditions, but also the light airs of the winter 
mornings have probably been recorded as calms, sillce Dr. A. 
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Schliifli, who resided there in 1862-3 and made careful meteoro-
logical observations, notes that calms are comparatively rare. Even 
though very light airs prevail in the early morning, the wind rises 
steadily in the forenoon, and by the early afternoon is blowing 
freshly, to drop agqin at sunset, and this diurnal variation in the 
strength of the wind is a normal condition in all the months of 
the year except during periods of cold and rainy weather in 
winter. Southerly winds are frequent in  the winter, but they fall to 
a very small number in the summer months. 

At Babylon, some seventy miles S. of Baghdad, where observations 
were talien three times daily for more than five years, hardly any 
calms were recorded. Southerly winds were frequent in the winter 
months and in April and May, but were always greatly inferior 
to the north-westerly winds, which in the summer months reached 
the proportion of 85.5 per cent. 

At Basra the proportions do not differ greatly from those of the 
stations higher up the river, but southerly winds have a rather 
greater prevalence in the summer months than farther northwards. 

The general character of the air circulation over Mesopotamia 
is well indicated by, these observations. Throughout the year 
a prevailing current from the north-west sweeps over the country 
from the hilly country in the north to the shores of the Persian 
Gulf. This air has for the most part descended from altitudes 
of 4,000 feet or more on the plateaux of Asia Minor and Kurdistan, 
and therefore reaches the northern part of upper Blesopotamia 
as a dry wind. This is clearly indicated by the low value of the 
relative humidity of Urfeh. Passing southwards and entering suc- 
cessively warmer regions, the air of Mesopotamia is everywhere dry, 
except in the delta, where the climatic conditions agree closely with 
those in  the Persiar, Gulf. The frequent occurrence of easterly winds 
in the northerr, part of upper Mesopotamia during the winter and 
spring is probably connected with the occurrence of depressions i n  
the Levant, nlany of which pass over northern Syria or Palestine 
into Mesopotamia. Data bearing on the velocity of the wind are 
very scanty. 

'l'here is probably a well-marked diurnal variation in both the 
direction and the force of the wind in a11 parts of the country, 
but the wind directions at the three hours of observation have been 
published for Babylon only. Here the north-westerly wind of the 
morning becomes more northerly and even passes to the east of 
north by the afternoon, especially in  the summer months. Except 
in the cold weather or during the passage of depressions, the increase 
of wind velocity during the day is usual and is especially marked 
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during the hot months. From light airs at  sunrise the wind 
increases to a moderate breeze by about 10 a.m., and by 2 p.m. to 
4 p.m. has beconle a fresh or even a strong breeze. I t  is strong 
enough to raise dust and even sand, so that in the afternoon the 
horizon is usually obscured. About sunset the wind drops, to rise 
again an hour or two later as a light breeze, which may continue 
during the night, falling to a calm before sunrise. 

The fresh northerly wind (sltamal) which blows in summer mitigates 
to some extent the great heat, and contributes to the decrease of the 
annual floods in lower Mesopotamia. The main period of the 
summer shamal is about 20-30 days in length, but i t  is usually 
interrupted by a few short breaks. This main period begins as 
a rule in the first half or middle of June, and is then followed by 
a few short periods in July and August. But in 1916 the main 
period began extraordinarily lute (July 21). 

Gales are said to be rare, but probably high winds occur when 
depressions pass over the countlay in the rainy season. I n  the 
summer the afternoon wind is said occasionally to reach gale force, 
but this seems to be exceptional. 

Sandstorms are nlost common in the spring months. They are 
strong winds carrying dust and sand like the k7tanzsi~ of Egypt. 
They are preceded by dull weather of great and oppressive heat and 
usually by a light mind which ,grows in  force until the sand-cloud 
which it has raised approaches with great rapidity. During the 
passage of the sand-cloud, which may last for some hours, the wind 
often blows with extreme violence. 

Density.-The density of the air in Mesopotamia has been computed 
for four ~lionths of the year, including those of mid-winter and mid- 
summer, and the results are given in the following table : 

, 

Place. January. April. JuZy. Octobe?-. 

&Iosul . . . . 1,233 1,170 1,089 1,149 
Baghdad . . . 1,254 1,194 1,127 1,172 
Shbylon . . . 1,260 1,166 1,121 1,177 
Basra . '. . . 1,250 1,185 1,130 1,176 
-
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Visibility.--In all hot countries where the ground is heated to 
a high temperature in  the summer months, the air in contact with it 
is much hotter than that at  a short distance abdve the ground. The 
density of this layer which is in contact with the ground is conse- 
quently less than that of the upper layers, and all objects seen 
through these heated layers appear to be below their true position. 
This effect, known as mirage, leads to a part of the sky being seen as  
though on the surface of the desert, where it  appears to be a sheet of 
uTater, and to hills, rocks, and other objects being distorted. Visi-
bility is thereby greatly interfered with whenever the line of sight is 
inclined at a small angle to the ground ; for a line of sight from any 
considerable height this form of interference would not be serious, 
but when the ground is highly heated, as in  the case of a semi-arid 
and subtropical region, the ascending hot air and the cooler air which 
descends to take its place will probably produce a general haziness 
throughout the hottest time of the day. Further, the increased 
velocity of the wind after midday raises a considerable amount 
of fine dust which remains in suspense until sunset, and diminishes 
the visibility of objects at  a distance. 

Clouds are rare in  the summer months, and the few that do occur 
are cirrus clouds which are situated at  high altitudes. Occasionally, 
when unsettled weather is imminent, overcast skies are experienced, 
but these are uncommon and do not usually last for any time. 

Temperature.-The difference between the highest and lowest 
temperatures in any month is very considerable ; ,the mean rafige, 
or the difference which is ordinarily experienced in  the course of the 
various months, is given in the following table : 

-

Nontih. Mosul. 
O F .  

Baylrdad. 

OF. 

/
I 

Babyltm. 
O F .  

Basra. 
O F .  

Bushire. 
O F .  

January 
February 
March 

. . . . . . . . . 
41.2 
40.4 
36.4 

41.1 
41.9 
45.0 

43.0 
45.9 
48.8 

87.3 
37.7 
37.7 

35-2 
30.7 
35.5 

April . . . . 
May . . . . 
June . . . . 

45.2 
41.8 
44.7 

43.5 
46.5 
42.5 

64.0 
60.8 
49.2 

37.6 
38.0 
30.9 

36.9 
33.5 
26.7 

July . . . . 
August . . . 
September . . 
October . . . 
November . . . 

44.3 
44.1 
47.7 
44.8 
44.1 

42.7 
45.4 
47.7 
47.4 
45.5 

1 
1
1 

47.5 
49.4 
531 
51.0 
51.4 

32.3 
33.8 
39.8 
39.8 
40.3 

24.8 
27.0 
27.1 
30.0 
34.5 

December . . 34.8 33.5 33.3 
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The average range of temperature in a single day is naturally much 
less, and is given below for the same places : 

AVERAGEDAILYRANGEOF TJ.:IPERAT.TDRE 

MontJ~. Moszd. 
OF. 

Baghdad. 
OF. 

Babylon. 
OF. 

Basra. 
OF. 

Bushirc. 
"F. 

Jar~uary 
Febru'ary 
March 

. . . . . . 

. . . 
18.0 
17.7 
18.9 

21.3 
22.8 
23.3 

20.3 
24.6 
26.7 

16.2 
16.4 
17.3 

13.0 
12.6 
13.4 

April 
May 
June 

, . . . . . . . . . . . 
22-5 
27.0 
25.9 

24.7 
25.4 
28.4 

26.8 
39.0 
83.6 

18.8 
19.6 
18.9 

14.1 
13.5 
11.2 

July . . . . 
August . . . 
September . . . . 
October . . . 

30.6 
31.5 
31.1 
28.4 

29.8 
30.8 
30.8 
29.3 

35.1 
36.3 
36.4 
3 1.7 

21.5 
23.5 
24.6 
22.7 

11.0 
13.0 
14.8 
16.3 

November. . . 22.5 24.6 27.9 18.3 15.6 
December . . . 18.0 13.7 13.3 

Winds.-The prevalent winds are shown in Table XI ,  p. 52, for 
the different stations at which observations have been made. The 
north-westerly and northerly winds blow with great steadiness, 
especially in summer, when t.here is a steep pressure gradient from 
the north of Mesopotamia to the Persian Gulf. I n  consequence 
of heating, the lower layers of air which are in  contact with the 
ground rise, and in this way a mixing of the lower and upper air 
takes place as the day advances. The result is that the more 
rapid motion of the upper layers is imparted to the lower layers 
with which they are being mixed, and increased velocity of the 
surface wind in the midday and afternoon hours is thus brought 
about. 

Observations of atmospheric pressure have been made at few 
places in  Mesopotamia, but from these and others in the Persian 
Gulf, i n  Syria, Egypt, Arabia, and India the general trend of 
the isobars can be deduced for the summer months, May to Octobel; 
when there is a well-defined pressure gradient towards the Persian 
Gulf. I n  the winter months the gradient is slight, and the data are 
insufficient for reliable deductions to be made of the velocity of the 
upper air-currents. An approximate value can, however, be obtained 
for the summer months, and the estimated velocity of the minds 
at from 1,600 to 4,000 feet (gradient wind) is given i n  the following 
table : 
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Metres per second . . . 9.4 

Farther eastward these velocities appear to increase to 30.0, 25.6, 
24.8, 23-7,and 24-4 miles per hour respectively. 

I n  the summer half-year the change of pressure (reduced to 
sea-level) is comparatively rapid as the Tigris or Euphrates is  
ascended, and the average increase of pressure for Mesopotamia may 
be taken as being about 1 mb. for 125 ki!ometres or 78 statut.e 
miles ji.e. about 1mm. for 164 ltilometres or 102 statute miles), in  
going from the head of the Persian Gulf to upper Mesopotamia. 
I n  the months before and after July the gradient is less, b ~ ~ t  from 
October to April the distribution of pressure is too imperfectly known 
for isobars of any reliability to be drawn. 
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TABLE I 
MEANTEMPERATURE 

Jan.. Feb. Mar. April. M a p  June. 
Upper Mesopotamia : 

Urfeh . 40-3 47.8 52.3 62.6 71.2 81.7. 

Diarbekr . . 30-9 40.5 47.5 . 58.5 68.2 78.8 

Mosul . 41.0 46.0 52-0 62.6 76.5 86.5 


Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad . . 48.8 52-8 59.2 68-0 78.8 87.3 

Babylon . . 46-6 53.8 61.9 76.1 84.0 91.3 

Basra * . . 51.8 55.6 63.0 72.9 81.9 87-3 

Mohammarehf . . . - - - 86.4 90.1 


Persian Gulf : 
Bushire . . 67.5 58.8 64.5 72-9 81.1 84.9 
Bahrein * . . . . 61-2 62.2 67.2 74.3 83.1 87.2 
Jask . 66.7 67.9 71-3 79.0 84.3 88.2 
Muscat . . . . 69.3 69.8 73.2 81.9 87.6 89.7 

' TABLE I1 
MEAN DAILY MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Diarbekr . . . .  39.0 48.2 56-1 67-6 78.6 90.3 
31osul . . . . 50.0 54.9 61-5 73.9 90.0 100.9 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad . . 60.6 65-8 72.9 82.8 93.7 104.5 
Babylon . . . . 57.2 66.7 75.4 85.6 97.7 106.3 
Basra . . . . 59.9 65-4 73-6 83.8 93.9 99-7 

Persian Gulf :. 
Bushire . . 64.4 65.5 72.4 81.2 89.1 91.8 
Bahrein . . . 66.7 67.5 73-8 81.4 90.7 93.9 
Jask . 73.8 74.8 79.2 86.5 92-2 95.9 
Muscat . . . .  73.5 73.9 78.4 86.5 93.7 95.9 

TABLE I11 
MEAN MONTHLY MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Urfeh . 63.2 60.1 71.4 82.0 90.9 100.6 
Diarbekr . . 47.5 54.7 65.3 77.4 8'7.1 99.9 
Mosul . 60-4 64.8 70.9 84.9 97.0 108.7 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad . . 68.6 75.9 85.0 93.7 106.1 113.4 
Babylon . . 69.1 76.8 87.3 99.9 109.6 114.3 
Basra . 70.0 75.1 83.2 93.3 103.2 106.3 

Persian Gulf : 

Deduced from -a correction derived from the observation of 

Bushire . . 76.4 75.6 86.2 94.3 101.2 100.9 
Bahrein . . . . 76.6 75.2 85.7 92.6 102.6 101-4 
Jask . 78.7 81.4 87.9 92.0 101.6 104.5 
Muscat . 80.7 79.2 89.4 96.5 104.5 106.6 

* Max. Min. 
2 


Baghdad and Bushire respectively . 1-For 1885 only . 
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July. 

88.9 
87.4 
M.8 

92.1 
M.8 
90.2 
94.8 

88.5 
90.3 
89.0 
88.2 

-4ug. 

88.9 
87.3 
93.4 

92.5 
93.7 
90.7 
92.1 

89.4 
91.2 
85.2 
85.0 

Sept.  

80.4 
76-5 
85.5 

86.0 
88.0 
85.3 
-

85.8 
87.8 
86.3 
84.4 

Oct. 

70.0 
63.9 
73.2 

76.3 
77.2 
77.4 
-

78.2 
80.9 
81.8 
82.2 

Nov. Dec. 

55.4 46.0 
50.4 40.1 
59.0 48.2 

61.5 52.5 
61.3 50.9 
64.9 
-

56.0 -
69.6 61.6 
73.7 65.0 
75.4 70.2 
77.1 72.4 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Urfeh. 
Diarbekr. 
Mosul. 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad. 
Babylon. 
Basra.* 
Mohammareh.? 

Persian Gulf : 
Bushire. 
Bahrein.* 
Jask. 
Muscat. 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Diarbekr. 
Mosul. 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad. 
Babylon. 
Basra. 

Persian Gulf : 
Bushire. 
Bahrein. 
Jask. 

Muscat. 

Upper Mesopotamia : . 
Urfeh. 

Diarbekr. 

Mosul. 


Lower Mesopotac'; : 
Baghdad. 

Babylon. 

Basra. 


Persian Gulf : 
Bushire. 

Bahrein. 

Jask. 

Muscat. 
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TABLE IV 

MAXIWUMTEMPERATURE 
Jan. Fe3. Jlmr. -4priZ. June. 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Urfeh . . . . 
Diarbekr . . . 
Mosul . . . . 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad . . . 
Babylon . . . 
Basra . . ' . . 
Mohammareh * . . . 

Persian Gulf : 
Bushire . . . . 
Bahrein . . . . 
*Task .. . . -
M u s c a t .  . . . 

TABLE V 
MEAN DAILY 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Diarbckr . . . 
31osul . . . . 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad . . . 
Babylon. . . . 
Basra . . .  

Persian G u l i  : 
Bushire . . . . 
Bahrein . . . . 
Jask . . . . 
M u s c a t .  . . . 

TABLE VI 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Urfeh . . . . 87.1 31.3 35.6 44.6 
Diarbekr . . . 10.9 22.3 29.5 39.6- Mosul . . . . 19.2 24.4 34.5 39.7 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad . . . 27-5 34.0 40.0 50.2 

Babylon . . . 26-1 30.9 38.5 45-9 

Basra . . . 32.7 37.4 45.6 55.7 


Persian G U I ~: 
Bushire . . . . 40-2 44-9 C::50.7 57.4 
Bahrein . . . . 46.7 49.6 54.4 60-7 
Jask . . . . . r;O-6 64-3 58.5 65-4 
RTl~scat .  . . . G O - 6  62.8 65.7 71-5 

* Far 1855 only. 
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July. Aug. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
Upper Mesopotamia : 

Urfeh. 
Diarbekr. 
nifosul. 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad. 
Babylon. 
Basra. 
Mohammareh.* 

Persian Gulf : 
Bushire. 
Bahrein. 
Jask. 
Muscat. 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Diarbekr. 
Mosul. 

Lower ~ e s o ~ o t & n i a  : 
Baghdad. 
Babylon. 
Basra. 

Persian Gulf : 
Bushire. 
Bahrein. 
Jask. , 

Muscat. 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Urfeh. 
Diarbekr. 
Rlosul. 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad. 
Babylon. 
Basra. 

Persian Gulf : 
Bushire. 
Bahrein. 
Jask. 
3Znscat 
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TABLE VII 

Jan. Feb. Jlnr. April. May. June. 
Upper Mesopotamia : 

Urfeh . . . . 23.0 22.1 30.2 
Diarbekr . . , . -0.4 17.2 26.1 
Mosul . . . . 4.3 5.2 34.5 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad . . . . 20.8 29.8 33-5 
Babylon . . . . 20.8 25.9 32.9 
Basra . . , . 23.7 31.1 39.7. 
Mohammareh* . . . - - -

Persian Gulf : 
Bushire . . . . 32.0 37.2 45-4 

Bahrein . . . . 40-8 44.8 51.3 

Jask . . . . 41.8 51.3 47.3 

Muscat . . . . 57.5 62.7 62.1 


TABLE VIII 

RELATIVEHUMIDITY(Mean of Day) 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Urfeh . . . . 
Mosul . . . . 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdadt. . . . 
Babylon . . . . 
Basra? . : . . 

Persian Gulf : 
Bushire . . . . 
Bahrein . . . . 
Jask . . . . 
Muscat . . . . 

* E'or 1885 only ' -f 8 a.m. only. 
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Dec. 
Upper Mesopotamia : 

Urfeh. 
Diarbrlrr. 
Mosul. 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad. 
Babylon. 
Basra. 
Mohammareh.* 

Persian Gulf : 
Bushire. 
Bahrein. 
Jask. 
JIuscat. 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Urfeh. 
Mosul. 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad.7 
Babylon. 
Basra.f 

Persian Gulf : 

Bushire. 

Bahrein. 

Task. 

Muscat. 



TABLE IX 

MEAN MONTHLY RAINFALL(inches) 

Jan. %eb. Mar. April. May. June. 
Upper Mesopotamia : 

'Aintiib . 3-23 3-54 2.76 2.36 
Urfeh . 2-64 2-64 2.91 1-18 
Diarbekr . . 2.05 1-97 4.10 2.84 
Mosul . 2.49 3.06 3.37 2.09 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad . . 1-04 1.37 1-41 0.81 

Babylon . . 0-95 0.36 1.09 0-20 

Basra . 1-17 1.05 1-09 0.48 


Persian Gulf : 
Bushire . . 2.68 2.06 0-91 0.48 

Bahrein . . 0-37 0.59 0.38 0.17 

Jask . . .  0.79 0-86 0.77 0.06 

Muscat . 1-08 0.78 0.76 0.11 


TABLE X 

RAIN DAYS ( >om2 mm.or 0.008 in.of rain) 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Urfeh . 7.9 9-2 11-3 8.8 5.9 
Diarbekr . . 7-0 7-0 13.0 12.0 6-0 
Bfosul . 8.0 11.0 9.3 9.6 5.3 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad . . 2.2 2.4 3.6 . 2.1 8-7 

Babylon . 5 4 4 3 1 

Basra . . . . 2.6 2.5 2.1 1.5 1.2 


Persian Gulf : 
Bushire . . . . 4 . 2  3.8 2-2 1.1 -
Bahrein . . . . 0.9 1-7 1.1 0-9 0.2 
Jttvk . . . . 2.2 1.8 1-7 0.2 -
Muscat . . . . 1.8 1.6 1-9 0.4 -



TABLES IX-X 


Aztg. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
Upper Mesopotamia : 

'AintBb. 
Urfeh. 
Diarbekr. 
Mosul. 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad. 
Babylon. 
Basra. 

Persian Gulf : 
Eushire. 
Bahrein. 
Jask. 
Jiuscat. 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Urfeh. 
Diarbekr. 
B~osul. 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad. 
Babylon. 
Basra. 

Persian Gulf : 
Rushire. 
Bahrein. 
Jask. 
Muscat. 



- - 

CLIMATE 

TABLE XI 
WIND DIRECTIONS AS PERCENTAGESOF TOTALOBSERVATIONS 

Jan.. 
Urfeh : 

N. . 1 4 
NE. 10 
E. . 10 
SE. 9 
S. . . 3 
SW. . 6 
W. . : 14 
NW. 34 

Mosul : 
N. . 13.9 
NE. 8.4 
E. . 10.2 
SE. 15.4 
S. . 6.6 
SV7. 5.5 

.W. . 11.7 
NW. 28.2 

. C. . . . . . -
Baghdad : 

N. . 12-9 
NE. . . . .  0.3 
E. . 1.0 
SE. 1.7 
S. . 7.5 
SW. . . .  2.7 
IV. . . 7.5 
NW. 12.2 
0. . 54.0 

Babylon : 
N. . 13.1 
NE. 4-9 
E. . 5.9 
8E. 18.0 
S. . . 7.2 
SW. 4.4 
TV. . 17.0 
X?W . . . . .  26.7 
C. . 2.6 

Basra : 
N. . 29-53 
NE. 0.6 

Peb. M a r. April . .%lay . June. 

11 9 
13 12 
13 12 
11 14 
7 6 
8 9 

15 19 
22 19 

144  8.4 
4.9 3.3 
15.0 14.7 
15.3 23.7 
11.7 11.4 

6.2 4.0 
23.7 14.4 
19.5 20.1 

12.4 ?15-(j 
1.9 1.7 
1.e 3.7 
4.3 5.7 
9.3 10.1 
- 1.3 
5.4 3.7 

11.6 8.1 
53.1 50.1 

18.6 15.2 
4.5 5.5 
7.4 6.8 
20.1 17.3 
5.7 8-7 
5.7 5.3 

15.5 13.1 
20.3 26.0 
2.3 2.4 

21.6 19.8 
2.2 4.5 

E. . . . . . - 1.3 1.3 
SE. . . ' . . 6-4 3.6 8.6 
S. . . 17-7 20.6 23.0 
SW. .'i.8 6.8 3.1 
W. . 13.5 14.4 8.9 
XW. 14.4 15.9 12.3 
C. . 12.3 13.7 18.5 

C = Calm. 



July. Sept. Ocl. 
Urfeh : 

N. 
NE. 
E. 
SE. 
S. 
sw. 
W. 
NW. 

Mosul : 
N. 
NE. 
E. 

SE. 
S. 
SW. 
W. 
NW. 
C. 

Baghdad : 
N. 
NE. 
E. 
SE. 
s. 
SW. 
W. 
NMr. 
C. 

Babylon : 
N. 

NE. 

E. 

SE. 

S. 

SW. 

W. 
N'CV. 
C. 

Basra : 
i??. 
NE. 
E. 
SE. 
S. 

SW. 

IT. 

NW. 

C.  



TABLE XI (continued) 

SE., 

Urfeh . . . . / 52-4 24.4 23.2 / 61-5 13.5 25-0 
MOSU~ . . . . i 52.6 17.1 30.3 1 58.4 14-7 17.9 
Baghdad . . . . 1 30.0 3.9 13.0 ( 63.3 6.2 3.8 
Babylon . . . . / 58.5 10.5 26.7 j 60.2 13-9 23.6 
Basra . . . . : 53.3 3-4 39.3 I 57-3 2.1 23.1 

TABLE XI1 

Jan. Feb. Jlar. April. Xny. drune. 
Upper Mesopotamia : 

Urfeh . . . . - 0.4 1-2 3.1 3.0 1.4 

Diarbekr . . - 0.3 1.0 4-0 1.7 2.5 


Lower ~esopota&a : 
Babylon . . . . 1.0 2.0 2.4 4.5 4.6 0.8 
,, Maxim~~m 2 4 8 I0 2in any year 5 

TABLE XI11 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Urfeh * . . . . 3-9 4-7 4-7 3.6 2.S 0.9 
M o s u l * .  . . . 5-2 5.6 5.1 5.6 3.6 1.4 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Raghdadt . . . 2.8 2.7 2.9 2-1 1-6 0.3 
Babylon* . . . 4.3 3.9 3.6 3.9 3.2 0.9 
Basra t . . . . 3.6 3-4 3.9 2.7 2.6 0.1 

Persian GuIf : 
Bushiret . . . 3-9 2.7 3.7 3-2 2.3 0.1 
Bahreini- . . . 2-4 1-8 1.8 1-0 0.9 0.2 
Jask t . . . . 2-8 2.8 2-4 1.5 0.5 1.0 
Muscat . . . . 2-8 2.3 3.3 1-1 0.7 1-8 

* S a.m. only.

t Three observations, a t  8 a.m., 2 p.m., and 7.30 or 8.30 p.m. 

$ 0 =cloudless sky ; 10 =completely overcast. 




TABLES XI-XI11 


June-Sept. October. 

SE., 

& N. 

July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dee. 

Urfeh. 

Mosul. 

Baghdad.

Babylon.

Basra. 


Upper Mesopotamia : 
Urfeh. 
Diarbekr. 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Babylon. 
,, Rlasimum in any year. 

Upper Mesopotamia : 
Urfeh.* 
Mosul.* 

Lower Mesopotamia : 
Baghdad.-f 
Babylon.* 
Basra.-f 

Persian Gulf : 
Bushire.? 
Bahrein.? 
Jask.? 
Muscat. 




CHAPTER 

MINERALS 

Introduction-Coal-Other mineralu-Oil and bitun~e~l-Millel-n waters. 

THE available informat,ion with regard to the minelals of Meso- 
potamia is very defective. Their exploitation has been hindered by 
lack of means of transport, by insecurity, and by other causes, and 
those deposits which have been u-orlred have been dealt with by 
more or less primitive methods, except where the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company has undertaken operations. Scientific examination of 
mineral-fields has been carried out only in a very few parts of 
the country, and then generally within very narrow limits, and 
information as to deposits in the hills depends largely on native 
'reports, which .are vague, and usually more or less untrue. I n  
these circumstances it is generally impossible to say anything about 
the probable amount and quality of the deposits, or to d,o more than 
indicate the regions in which minerals are reported to exist. 

The mineral wealth of the area lies mostly in or on the edge of 
the hill-country to east and north. So far as is known at  present, 
the most important mineral of lower Mesopotamia is the oil which 
is found mainly in the footrhills bordering Arabistan and the Tigris 
plains, but the mountain-country beyond the foot-hills has hardly 
been examined. I n  the north uncertain quantities of various, solid 
minerals (iron, copper, lead, coal, Bc.) exist in the mountains and 
hills ; these form an extension of the rich mineral-field of the 
Armenian plateau. Lastly, the plains of upper Mesopotamia are in 
parts petroliferous. 

Most of the oil probably lies in comparatively accessible districts, 
from which, with the general development of the country, means of 
transport could be organized more or less easily ; but in  the higher 
hills and mountains much labour and expense mould generally be 
needed to provide outlets for the produce of mines. 

On the exploitation of minerals see pp. 239-31. 
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The areas whence coal is reported are enumerated from south-east 
to north-west : 

(a) Coal and lignite occur on the Knhgalii plateau, and according 
to native reports there is much 'coal' (which may mean lignite) in 
the Bakhtiyari mountains. 

( B )  I n  southern Kurdistan coal is worked at Nasaleh near Kufri 
(Salahiyeh). There is said to be a good deal of coal in  the hills near 
Halebjeh SE. of Suleim~niyeh. Lignite is fairly common in the 
province of Kirmanshah. 

(c) On the southern edge of central Kurdistan N. of Mosul de- 
posits of coal exist over a fairly wide area. Here coal is reported in  
the Dohuk district, at  Harbol and Sher~nish N. of Zakho, near Sher- 
nakh NW. of Zakho, and farther east in  the country N.of Amadiyeh. 
There are said to be indications of large quantities of coal near Harbol, 
but the quality of what is obtained at  present is poor. The Sheriinish 
coal appears to be impregnated with bitumen. According to reports 
(apparently native information) a better quality is found in the Jebel 
Abyadh in the Dohuk district. 

(d) Coal is reported vaguely from other parts of central Kurdistan, 
as in the districts of Bash Qal'ah, Nurduz, and Sairt. 

(e) There are seams of coal near Hazro on the lower slopes of the 
eastern Taurus NE. of Diarbekr. To the south of Diarbekr brown 
coal has been noticed near Mardm. 

Iron has been reported in the Kahgala district, but is apparently 
not mentioned as occurring between the most southerly part of 
the mountain-belt and the Dohuk-Amadiyeh region N. of Mosul. 
Iron-ore is said to exist in large quantities in the Sergusa hills, four 
and a half hours to the north of Amadiyell ; it used to be worked, but 
insecurity caused the abandonment of the mine. Other deposits are 
reported E. of Amadiyeh, and in  unnamed localities in  the Dohuk 
district. Iron occurs farther north i n  central Kurdistan, in and near 
the Bohtan valley; and oxide of iron is reported from the Dizeh 
district towards the Turco-Persian frontier. 

Lead occurs in central Kurdistan, as in the neighbourhood of 
Amadi~eh, near Julsmerk in the Zab valley, and in the Bohtan 
valley. It is also said to exist farther west, in the eastern Taurus. 
I n  the hills S. and SW, of Diarbekr there are lead-mines, reported 
to be valuable, which have been worked intermittently. 
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Silvwlead is found in central .Kurdistan (in the Shattakh district 
and near Sairt). 

SiEuer exists near Amzdiyeh, and is reported to be found in the 
Dohuk district. It used to be mined in the lower Bohtan valley. 

Go7d was formerly worked in  the lower Bohtan valley, and may 
exist in the eastern Taurus. 

Platinum and zinc are mentioned as occurring in the eastern 
Taurus. 

Copper is found at Arghana Marden in the Taurus NW. of 
Diarbekr. I t  was worked there on a considerable scale, though. by 
clumsy methods (see p. 229). Copper and t.in are reported from the 
Shemdinan and Oramar districts in central ICurdistan towards the 
Persian frontier. I n  the Dohuk district SW. of Amadiyeh there are 
said to be copper-ores. 

An orpiment mine in the Julamerk region was abandoned some 
forty or fifty years ago owing to lack of transport. 

Ozokerit is said to be obtainable in large quantities at  Gulraman 
in  the Ilohuk district. 

There is ttpparently a good deal of borax in the desert between the 
rivers NW. of Baghdad and W. of the Euphrates near Kerbela. 
Borax has been worked at  Bash Qarah. 

Saltlfields,where salt is produced over large areas by eval boratior), 
itre frequent in the plains both in Irak and in upper Mesopotamia, 
and especiallv in  the desert of the Jezrreh between the Jebel Sinjar 
and Baghdad. I n  Irak the principal salt-fields S. of Baghdad are 
those in  the neighbourhood of 'Az~z~yeh, Kerbela, Nejef, Samaweh, 
and Shatrat el-'Amareh. There is a less important field near Baghdad 
outside the Bab et-Tilism. I n  the Jez'ireh N. of Baghdad there is a ' 
large field a t  the southern end of thewadiTartar ;others are El-Ashkar 
(30-35 miles SW. of El-Hadhr), El-Edejd (SE. of Meyyadrn), and 
Bevara (ENE. of Neyyadrn, S. of the Roda hills). There are also 
salt-beds S. of Hrt, E. of Samarra, and neac Beled Ruz and Mandali. 
I n  the northern hills the largest group of salt-fields is that round 
Sairt on the lower Bohtan in central Kurdistan ; the produce obtained 
here is exported to other districts. Rock-salt occurs at  Taz Khur- 
matli S. of Kirkuk and elsewhere. 

Gzjpszcnz abounds along the foot-hills under the mountain-belt from 
the Persian Gulf up to the neighbourhood of Kirkuk. It is also 
found on the edge of the Arabian Desert and elsewhere in  the 
plains. 

There is naturally a lack of easily available bzcilding-stone in  Iral;. 
Below Baghdad stone is to be obtained near Samsmeh and at the 
Jebel Sinam, a volcanic hill some 30 miles SW. of Basra. Lime-



stone can be quarried at Hrt, and accessories for building, as sand, 
shingle, and lime, can be obtained on the edges of the desert. I n  
upper Mesopotamia the principal quarries are those in the hills near 
Mosul, where a hard limestone and a soft marble are obtained. Build-
ing-shne can be found in the Euphrates valley between Feheimeh 
and Anah, and farther north at Deir ez-Zor and Qishlaq Ma'den. 
Basalt is common in the hill-country S. of .Diarbekr and in parts of 
the northern Jezireh plain. Lime plaster and marble are found in 
Kurdistan along the Turco-Persian borderland. 

I n  the southern and central parts of this area there are extensive 
belts of country where the presence of oil is known or suspected. 
But the examination of these belts is still on the whole very in- 
complete. Thorough geological examination and testing are being 
carried out in Arabistan by the experts of the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company, and the Hit  and Mandali districts have recently been 
inspected. So far as such investigation goes, the results are said 
to be pl.omising. But the extent of the supply in any area that 
has been 'proved' must remain more or less uncertain, and even 
when a well or group of wells is working and is producing abun- 
dant oil, i t  is impossible to say ho\v long the yield will last. Else-
where thorough examination has taken place only at a few scattered 
points. For the most part there is only a presumption from the 
general geological structure of the country and from indications of 
oil or bitumen on the surface ; in such cases the amount of the supply 
and its economic value are unknown. On the whole there is a fairly 
good chance that in  such a large region, which is certainly or pro- 
bably petrolifel.ous, more or less valuable oil-fields exist besides that 
of Maidan-i-Nafttin, which is now being worked by the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company, but the course of future development remains very 
uncertain. 

(a) The Persia92 GuIf-Kirhck Belt.-From the Persian Gulf north- 
westwards to Kirkuk there extends a belt of country which is in 
some parts certainly, in others probably, petroliferous. Indications 
of oil occur in the gypsum and sandstone ranges which form the 
foot-hills on the south-west side of the Persian mountains. At its 
southern end this petroliferous country is continued by the oil-line 
along the northern side of the Persian Gulf; at its northern end i t  
may be connected with the petroliferous area of the middle Tigris. 

There are two parts of this belt which are a t  present worked: 
(i)the Shushtar-Ahwsz-Ramuz district: here the Anglo-Persian Oil 
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Company has its producing field at Maidan-i-Nafttin 26-30 miles SE. 
of Shushtar ;(ii) the Kirkuk-Qasr-i-Shir~n-Mandali region :here oil 
is known to exist on the Turkish side of the frontier in or close to 
the hills near Kirkuk, Taz Khurmatli, Kufri (Salshiyeh), Chiah 
Surkh, and Mandali, and on the Persian side of the frontier oil and 
bitumen occur at many places in the area between the Turkish 
frontier on the west, the Mahidesht ileighbourhood on the east, the 
Sirwan (upper Diyaleh) on the north, and the border of Luristan on 
the south. Though production has not been attempted on any large 
scale in the Kirkuk-Qasr-i-Shirin-Mandali region, some experts are 
inclined to think that it may prove richer than the Shushtar area. 
The Neft Khsneh or 'Mandali 'field, between Khanikin and Mandali, 
has been lately examined and has been found to be most promising. 
Paraffin base oils are present here, and the geological conditions are 
favourable to the existence of an abundant supply. The field lies at  
about lat. 34' 2' N., long. 45' 27' E., just on the Turkish side of the 
Turco-Persian frontier. 

Between the two areas above mentioned much of south-eastern 
Luristan and Pusht-i-Kah is probably petroliferous, and oil is found 
on the surface in a number of places (e. g. Dehhur~n and Dalparri). 

(b) The BIicldle TigrisBelt.-This belt extends along the Tigris fi-on1 
south of Mosul to the Fethah gorge in the Hamrin hills. At present 
oil is worked only at Kaiyara about 50 miles by river and 40 miles by 
road below Mosul. North of Kaiyara there are oil-oozings in the 
warm springs of Hamman1 'Ali (15 miles S. of BIosul) ; and at the 
Fethah gorge there are oil-oozings and bitumen on the rocks near 
the river. It is possible that the line of the Hamrin hills to north- 
west and south-east of this gorge is also petroliferous. The econonlic 
prospects of this area are quite uncertain, but a favourable opinion 
has been passed by one observer on the possibilities of the Fethah 
gorge. The area could be made easily accessible from Mosul in the 
north and from Baghdad in the south along the line of the Tigris. 

There are indications of oil in the plains W. of this section of the 
Tigris. Thus there are said to be oil-oozings in the streams Aow- 
ing S. from the Taq hills between Tel Kfar and Beled Sinjar, and 
farther south there is an oil-spring at El-Hadhr some 30 miles WNW. 
of Qal'ah Sherghat. I t  is uncertain whether the petroliferous area 
extends across the Jezrreh from the Tigris to the Euphrates, and in 
any case its value is unknown. 

(c) The Euphrates Belt.-A petroliferous area extends along the 
Euphrates from the neighbourhood of Ramadiyeh up to an undeter- 
mined point above Deir ez-Zor ; there is an indication of oil on the 
right bank above Lubtar Island 12 miles above Deir. The principal 
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indications (in the form of bituminous springs and lakes) occur in  
the Hit-Ramsdiyeh region. Here, besides the bitumen springs at  
Hit, which are worked for the production of pitch, there are bitumen 
lakes a t  Abu J i r  (or Abu Qir: 30 miles MTSW. of Ramsdiyeh), 
a t  Jebhah (7 miles NW. of Abu Jir), and at  'Ain el-A~vasil 
(15 miles NW. of Abu Jir). Of these three lakes Abu Jir 
is much the largest, covering an area of 200 acres. There is 
also a petroliferous locality at  Nafatah on the left bank of the 
Euphrates, 70 miles W. of Baghdad. The crude oils in the Hit- 
Ran-radiyeh region are asphaltic. The geological conditions are 
reported to be sufficiently favourable to make the field well worth 
testing. 

There are bitumen wells at  Tel Nughaiyir S. of Nssiriyeh and 
again near Koweit.' 

Over wide areas in  this country there is  a good deal of sulphur 
in the water-supply, as in the gypsum country that lies on the 
southern side of the hills from the Persian Gulf to Kirkuk, and 
again on the Tigris between Mosul and the Jebel Hamrin, in the 
neighbourhood of the Jebel Sinjar, and at Ras el-'Ain, and in parts 
of central Kurdistan. Some of the sulphurous springs are thermal. 
Ferruginous waters are found in central Kurdistan ;a large group of 
thermal ferruginous and cold or thermal sulphurous springs occurs 
a few miles SW. of Sairt. Gaseous waters (carbonate and bicar- 
bonate of soda) exist a t  Bitlis and in the valley of the Z&b between 
Julamerk and Bash Qal'ah. 

Some of the thermal and gaseous springs are frequented for their 
curative qualities by the inhabitants of neighbouring districts, e.g. the 
warn1 sulphurous springs at Hammsm 'Ali S. of Mosul, those S. of 
Sairt, a carbonated ferruginous spring near Bash Qal'ah, and the 
carbonated springs of Bitlis. 

The theory has been put forward by Hofer that the oil-supply of Meso- 
potamia is distributed along four lines : 

(a) The line Mosul-Persian Gulf. Starting at HammBm 'Ali on the Tigris S. of 
Mosul, this line would pass through Kirkuk and Tiiz Khurmatli to Qasr-i-Shirin, 
and on through the Pusht-i-Kfih and the northern borders of Arabistan to the 
Persian Gulf. 

( b )  The line Kaiyara-Kufri. 
(c) The line El-Hadhr-Fethah gorge-Mandali. 
(d) The Eupllrates line from Deir to Hit, and on along the edge of the desert 


bordenng the Euphrates valley through Tel Mughniyir to Koweit. 

The evidetice available seems hardly sufficient either to  prove or to disprove 


this theory. 




CHAPTER 1V 

FAUNA AND FLORA 

INMesopotamia there are few kinds of wild animals that are of 
economic use. 

Both in  the northern and southern plains gazelles, wild pig (in the 
marshes and the tamarisk jungle along the rivers), and jackals are 
common. Hyenas, foxes, longrhaired desert hares, jerboas, porcu-
pines, and rats are said to abound in upper Mesopotamia. I n  Irak 
and Arabistan hyenas, foxes, hares, porcupines, and jerboas are men-
tioned as occurring. Wolves are now rare i n  the plains (especially, 
i t  seems, in the south), and the wild ass of upper Mesopotamia has 
now almost disappeared. There are said to be still a few lions in 
Arabistan, and perhaps on the Khabar in  the western Jez~reh. Of 
birds ravens, crows, owls, vultures, kites, hawks and falcons, wild 
pigeons, sand-grouse, partridges, bustard, duck, snipe, quail, and 
geese are found, and especially the permanent marshes of southern 
Irak and Arabistan teem with many sorts of aquatic birds-various 
kinds of duck, bittern, heron, coot, &c. 

I n  the rivers there are several kinds of fish, but these are mostly 
unfit to be eaten, at any rate by Europeans. The best known are 
the biz, which is often 6-7 ft. long and over 100 lb. in weight ; the 
shabiit, which weighs from 2 to 6 lb. ; and the bun,ni, which is 
a smaller but better-tasting fish than the sltabiit. Sharks frequent 
the Shatt el-'Arab and the lower Tigris, sometimes reaching Baghdad 
and even Samarra in  the hot season: they are also found in the 
Karan. Water-tortoises are common. Otters occur in Irak and on 
the lower Karan, and are sometimes hunted by the natives for their 
skins. 

I n  tho mountains the bear (black or brown), the hyena, the lynx, 
the fox, the wild pig, and the wild goat are fairly common. Leopards 
and panthers are said to be found here and there in the Persian 
mountains. Squirrels of various kinds exist, and the marten is 
trapped for its fur. There are eagles in the higher altitudes. Both 
the Kurds and the Lurs take honey from wild bees. 
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Xosquitoes are common, especially in  the marshy districts, where 
they are dangerous as carriers of infection. Flies are numerous and 
troublesome in the summer heats, and may spread disease. Locusts 
sometimes invade paits of the country, and may cause great destruc- 
tion over wide areas. The plains E. of the Tigris are especially 
liable to be ravaged by locusts which come in April and May from 
the Kurdish hills. Poisonous snakes and scorpions are in general 
fairly common. 

On domesticated animals see Chapter XI, pp. 182-8. 

On cultivated plants see Chapter XI, yp. 176-82. 
I n  the plains of Mesopotamia the natural vegetation consists 

chiefly of grass and low-growing plants ; wild trees are in general 
very scarce. In the hills there is a good deal of scattered wooding, 
and areas of woodland and forest occur ; but on the whole the hill- 
country is not very rich in timber; much has been destroyed by the 
wastefulness of the inhabitants. 

The Great Plairns 
As a very large proportion of the inhabitants of Mesopotanlia are 

dependent on their live-stock for their prosperity and even for 
their existence, vegetation which supplies grazing is of the first 
importance. 

The grasses of the plains are produced by the winter and spring 
rainfall. They are most abundant in spring (about April), when 
they cover enormous areas, and are interspersed with many kinds of 
flowers. I n  the summer heat they are for the most part soon dried 
up ; only here and there, where the soil is particularly well watered, 
as along wadis or rivers, or in oases, is grass to be found in the late 
summer and early autumn. This decrease of vegetation in the 
summer drives the Kurds to migrate from the edges of the plain- 
country to the highlands, while the nomad Arabs occupy the parts 
of the plains where grazing is still available. -

There are a numbei. of plants on which camels can find grazing 
throughout the year, e. g. the thorny plant agut (camel-thorn), which 
is very common.' 

In addition to these forage-plants the deserts are dotted here and 
there with mimosa scrub. 

Agul is used for cooling rooms or tents in summer. I t  is made into screens 
on whic11 water is poured so as to cool the air in its passage. 
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Reeds abound in  the marshes, and are used by the inhabitants for 
matting and for hut-building. Coarse marsh-grasses are also used 
in the construction of huts. 

Two natural vegetable products have a commercial value as articles 
of export, liquorice and colocynth. Liquorice is found near water, 
generally on the concave side of river-bends. On the Tigris it occurs 
to some extent in the Diarbekr lowlands, but mainly in the great 
plains from the neighbourhood of Jeziret-ibn-'Omar at least down to 
the district of Kut el-Amara On the Euphrates i t  is found on the 
middle course of the river in the upper Mesopotamian plain, and in 
Irak as far down as Diw~niyeh. I t  also grows on the Khabar (the 
tributary of the Euphrates), the Zabs, the Diyaleh,,the northern end of 
the Shatt el-Hai, and in Arabistan on the Diz. Colocynth is found in 
many districts, especially between Baghdad and Hilla ; it is said to 
be inferior to the Syrian colocynth. 

Wild trees hardly exist except along the rivers and canals. On 
the banks of the Euphrates and Tigris in Irak there are some groves 
which have been protected by the Turkish Forests Department, but 
these are not large. The glzarab (Euphrates poplarj, a tree of no 
great size, is comparatively common. A kind of osier called sccfsax 
giving a good shade, occllrs in  Irak. The ber is fairly common in 
Arabistan. Mulberries, several kinds of acacia, sumachs, and planes 
are also found growing wild. There is a good deal of tamarisk jungle 
or scrub by the rivers, especially in parts of the Euphrates valley in  
upper Mesopotanlia. 

T?&eBill-countty (i~2cludingthe Upland Plains) 

The grass in the lower valleys is mostly burnt up in the course of 
the summer, but grazing is to be found throughout that season on the 
high mountain-slopes and plateaux, which form the summer pasture- 
grounds of nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes. 

Gum-producing plants, and especially the species of Astragalus 
yielding gum-tragacanth, grow in Kurdistan, Luristan, and the 
Bakhtiyari country. 

Of trees the oak, often in a stunted form, is the most common : 
there occur ilex, cork-tree, and the Quereus i~zfectoria,from which 
gall-nuts (an article of export in Kurdistan) are obtained. Walnuts, 
poplars, junipers, elms, sumachs, mulberries, planes, maples, briars, 
and hawthorns are also found. Some walnut wood used to be 
exported to France, and the leaves of the sumach %recollected and 
exported for medicinal and industrial purposes. 



CHAPTER V 

HYGIENE 

As reg,?rds Europeans, the principal disease of the country is 
dialaria. This is most incident in the neighbourhood of marshes 
and inundation-areas, and it is therefore especially prevalent in 
lower Mesopotamia and above all among the swamps of southern 
Irak in the flood season and in autumn. Tt  is also to be apprehended 
in certain low-lying marshy localities of upper Mesopotamia. 

In the plains during the, summer months fatiguing work in the 
open is likely to bring on heat-stroke. This is specially likely to 
occur in a humid atnlosphere, so that i n  this respect also southern 
Irak in its present condition is the most unhealthy part of the 
country. Prickly heat also is very prevalent in the damp part of 
the country. 

There may also be danger at times, or under certain conditions, of 
cholera, choleraic diarrhoea, plague, or typhus. The spread of cholera 
and choleraic diarrhoea is much increased by flies. On measures 
necessary to protect camps, &c., from flies see Field Notes on Mesojo- 
tamia, published by the General Staff, India, 1917 edition, pp. 52-4. 

A boil which is called by various names (e. g. 'Baghdad boil', 'Basra 
date-mark') attacks both Europeans and natives in many of the cities. 
Natives of the towns where the boil is prevalent are generally attacked 
in infancy at an age of from one to three years. Newcomers are almost 
al\lrrays attacked within a year of their arrival in a town where the 
disease is prevalent. The boil usually appears on the face, hand, 
wrist, or ankle. It lasts for about a year, causes discomfort, and 
leaves a scar, but is not dangerous. It is believed to be caused by 
a parasite, called Leisltmania, injected by the bite of some noxious 
insect, probably a sand-fly. Treatment by carbonic acid snow may 
possibly reduce the boil for a time, but in that case i t  i s  likely to 
return sooner or later. If the boil is left alone, the disease will not 
come back when once it has run its course. Natives inoculate the 
sore on the arm to prevent a disfiguring scar on the face.-. 

Outside malaria-infested districts, if proper precautions can be 
UES. I I3 
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taken against the sumtner heat, against insects, and against the 
rather sharp contrasts between day and night temperatures which 
occur in autumn, winter, and spring, and if, further, such care is 
taken with regard to water, &c., as is necessary in a country the 
inhabitants of which are unacquainted with European rules of 
sanitation, the health conditions for Europeans i n  Mesopotamia may 
be regarded as in  general fairly good. The winters in the plains and 
lower hills are bracing ; and outside the region of marsh and flood 
the atmosphere in  summer is dry. 

I n  the plains both of upper and of lower Mesopotamia the hot 
weather, which begins in April and ends in  September or October, 
is very trying to European residents as well on account of its length 
as owing to the very high temperatures which occur in it. During 
this season European residents in the towns have been accustomed 
to spend the hottest parts of the day i n  serdabs (underground cellars), 
with which all the larger houses are provided. Punkahs also are 
used. On the hottest days i t  is almost impossible for Europeans to 
remain in  the upper rooms of houses built in the native style. The 
flat roofs are used as sleeping quarters i n  the summer. In  Basra 
the nights are hotter and damper than in Baghdad, and it  is advisable 
to sleep under an awning which serves as protection against the 
morning dews. 

Even in Irak the cold of winter, which is often bitter a t  nights, 
makes thick clothing necessary. For the hot season, besides thin 
day and night clothing, spine-pad and topee are essential. ' A  good 
pair of dark or amber glasses with dust-proof sides fitting closely 
(or motor goggles) are absolutely essential 'all the year round, as 
the dust storms are extremely bad, and the glare from the water and 
desert extremely trying to the eyes.' Blosquito curtains are necessary. 

The following notes are quoted from Field Notes on Mesopotamia, 
edition of. 1917, p. 287 : 

' Water (in Irak).-The river is the best supply, when available ; 
i t  is muddy as a rule, and requires sedimentation with alum ; i t  
should always be boiled or chlorinated. . 

The water for drinking purposes should always be taken from 
the middle of the main stream if possible, and never from the 
small creeks, which are always badly polluted. 

The other source of water is from wells on the desert ; it is 
nearly always brackish and very unpleasant to taste and ex-
tremely hard ;a pinch of Soda Bicarb. often inlproves i t  ; this 
water is liable to cause diarrhoea. Some of these wells are 
quite good as far as organic pollution is concerned, but one 
occasionally finds them polluted with dead cattle. 
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31eclicccl.-Officers are advised to take the following : 
A clinical thermometer. 
Phenace tin. 
Aspirin. 
Quinine. 
Chlorodyne. 
Cascara. 

. Citronella (for mosquitoes and sandflies). 
Keating's Powder. 
A small quantity of alum and bicarbonate of soda.' 

Among the natives of Irak malaria is the chief endemic disease, 
and is especially common in the southern part of that country. It 
is prevalent also in certain parts of upper Mesopotamia. 

Other diseases, more or less common anlong the native population 
of Mesopotamia, are small-pox, diphtheria, dysentery, various diseases 
of the eye, typhoid fever, ankylostomiasis, tuberculosis (which is on 
the increase), syphilis atid other venereal diseases (especially in the 
towns; syphilis is said also to have spread much lately among the 
Kurds). Bilharziasis occurs in the marshes, and is due to drinking 
stagnant marsh-water. There is some leprosy, which is most common 
in the neighbourhood of Amara in Irak. The hill-tribes suffer very 
much from various forms of rheumatisnl, which is also common in 
Baghdad and other towns in the plains. Epidemics of cholera and 
bubonic plague occur from time to time. 

Under Turkish rule t-he towns have been left in a most insanitary 
condition. 

The houses are generally built with a courtyard in  the middle 
enclosed by the living quarters. Under the courtyard is a large cess- 
pool taking all the refuse of the house and cleaned out once in every 
few years. At Basra the inhabitants have been accustomed bo drink 
the water of the Ashar creek. which serves them also as wash-tub, 
bath, dustbin, and cesspool. At Baghdad drinking-water is supplied 
mainly by wnter-carriers, who draw water from the river, usually a t  
pools i n  the openings in the b:uik, and bring it  thence in skins 
carried either on their own backs or by donkeys. Before the war 
only about 300 houses mere supplied with Tigris water, raised by 
s 20-h.p. oil-engine and distributed through pipes. Water is filtered 
in the houses through large porous jars called zeers, and these 
and the house-wells, being left uncovered, are breeding-grounds for 
mosquitloes (chiefly Cztlez and Stegofizgia). 

Almost the only sanitary measures taken by the Turkish authorities 
have been those of quarantine. I n  particular, a number of quarantine 
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stations dealt ~vitl l  the yilgrinls to the Slliall shrines of Kerbela and 
Nejef. These come every year from Persia, India, and other Moharn- 
medan countries, generally in numbers varying between 150,000 and 
200,000. Quarantine is the more necessary as many of them bring 
the corpses of their lrinsfolk for burial in Nejef. 

Under the Turkish regime in Irak there was a sanitary department 
a t  Baghdad, controlled by a medical officer (the mufattish or inspector), 
who received his orders direct from the International Board of Health 
at  Constantinople. One of his principal subordinates was a doctor 
wit11 three assistants a t  Hhanikin, whose duty i t  was to inspect all 
corpses entering the country from Persia for interment at the holy 
places; there were also establishments for the maintenance of 'sea 
quarantine at Fno and Basra. After these the sanitary posts at  
Nejef and Kerbela ranked next in importance, while manzzrrs of the 
department were stationed also at  Amara, Haji Qarah (in the Khanikin 
kaza), Mandali, Bedrah, Samawa, Kazimain, and Musegib-all places 
frequented or passed el2 route by Shiah pilgrims. The department 
also levied a tax upon all corpses transported for burial, with a view 
to the upkeep of these sanitary services, which tax must be distin- 
guished from the fees'charged a t  the acbual places of burial by the 
religious authorities according to the sarlclitg of the locality selected. 

Sanitatioli is being irltroduced into the towns occupied by the 
British. 



CHAPTER 

HISTORY 

Tile kingclo~nsof ancient Nesopotarnii~-Mesopotamia under foreign rule 

THE history of Mesopotamia falls into two clear divisions:' first, 
the period when it  contained great independent states ; secondly, the 
period of its subjection to one after another of the great military 
Powers-Persian, Greek, Parthian, Sassanian, Arab, and Turk- 
which in  succession have held the Near or Middle East in dominion. 
The first period dates from before the dawn of history till 539~.c . ,when 
Cyrus the Great conquered Babylon ; the second has continued from 
that date to the present time. 

The early history of Mesopotamia is that of Babylonia and Assyria. 
The strength of Assyria Iny in the plains east of the middle Tigris 
in the neighbourhood of the Great and Lesser Zsb ; the root of 
Babylonian civilization was firmly planted in Irak-at first in its 
lower half, but from about 2100 B.C. onwards permanently in its 
upper portion, where for the past 4,000 years the cities of Babylon, 
Seleucia, Ctesiphon, and Baghdad (all lying within a circle of 30 miles 
radius a t  the point where the Tigris and Euphrates approach each 
other) have, one after another, been the capital cities of Mesopo- 
tamia and the chief commercial centres and emporia of the Near 
East. Babylonia was incomparably the nlore important ; Assyria 
was only an episode in  comparison. Babylonia had n widespread 
civiiizing influence on the peoples of Nearer Asia. All the surround- 
ing nations looked up to and mere attracted towards the seat of this 
ancient civilization, whether they were under its supremacy or 
ivhether they irnposed their own rule on it. Indeed during orle 
period cuneiform writing and the Babylonian language were the 
medium of diplomatic and comnlercial international correspon-
dence throughout the countries from Egypt to Asia Minor, from 
the Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf. Babylonian religion, Baby- 
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lonian-kveigh ts, measures, and currency, astronomy, divisions of 
time, and banking system profoundly influenced the successors of 
Babylonia in culture and civilization. 

I n  Babylonia a vast alluvial plain with a soil of astonishing 
fertility and an abundant supply of water for irrigation favoured 
the creation of a wealthy and populous agricultural and industrial 
community. Here too, where main routes of international com- 
munication crossed each other, conunerce flourished, and the Baby- 
lonian kingdom showed many of the qualities of a commercial state, 
for example, a preference for the employment of diplomacy rather 
than of force. Assyria on the other hand was and ever remained 
a purely military con~munity, relying on violence, and subject to a 
sudden and total collapse when violence failed. 

The very earliest records show lower Irak in the possession of 
a non-Semitic people already i n  a high state of civilization. They 
seem to have come from central Asia originally. I n  their final home 
between the Tigris, the Euphrates, and the sea they must have spent 
t,housands of years before they had reached the point of having 
introduced an elaborate system of canalization ; industries had made 
much progress: they had invented cuneifo~.in writing and had evolved 
an elaborate religious system and ritual ; they lived in cities around 
which the population as grouped in a series of small city-states 
independent of and marring with each other ; complicated laws and 
customs, which had been reduced to writing, regulated social and 
commercial relations and transactions. It is impossible to be sure 
of the origin of this comparatively advanced civilization ; only one 
thing is certain, that before 3000 B.G. i t  was in full vipour and 
flourishing. Sumer, as this country was calIed, and its inhabitants, 
the Sumerians, were defended from aggression to the south by the 
lagoons and marshes then existing at the head of the Persian Gulf, 
and to the east by the mountains of the Persian plateau, which 
formed an  effective barrier to the irruption of less civilized races. 
These moreover had first to penetrate the territory of Elam, an 
ancient and highly civilized po~ver which acted as a butier on the 
eastern flank of Sumer ; and, although Elam was rarely friendly to 
the Sumerians, i t  saved them froill \\-orse neighbours. On its other 
sides Sumer was indeed open to attack; but i t  must always have 
been in contact with the peoples of Arabia-the Semites. The 
Arabian Desert has been described as one of the earth's great 
reservoirs of men. At various dates, in prehistoric times, its over-
flow must have found its way directly into the Euphrates valley, 

- while other movenlents, advancing via Palestine and Syria, acquired 
some civilization anrl ngl~icultural habits on the road, and moved 
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slowly eastwards to the upper Euphrates and Tigris; it mas 
probably by this latter route that Assyria received her early Semitic 
population while that of upper Irak was reinforced. 

The coming of the Semites into Babylonian life seems to include 
both the chief forms of co~itact between the nations of antiquity, 
viz. the bodily migration of a whole people and conlmercial traffic, 
the latter probably preceding and leading to the former. What  
happened before 3000 B.C. it is as yet impossible to say. But that 
there had been a Semitic immigration en masse, there can be no 
doubt. For the Semites are found firnlly settled and forming the 
bulk of the pop~~lation in upper Irak. at  fil-st in small city-states 
after the fashion of the Sumeri;tns, but, as a consequence of reinforce- 
ment from their own stock, coalescing into a firmly knit, homo- 
geneous nation. Their receptive genius enabled them, in  a short 
time, it seems, to assimilate the Sumerian civilization and religious 
system to a remarkable extent, and without losing their national 
speech, or their national characteristics of superior energy, driving 
power, and capability to organize, develop, and consolidate. First, 
they proceeded rapidly to annex the Sumerian south, and then were 
able with united forces to cross the Tigris and occupy Elam. Other 
campaigns covered the Jez~reh up to the foot-hills in  the north and 
opened up trade-routes towards Syria, the Mediterranean, and Asia 
Minor. Both i n  Sumer and for a time in  Elam the Semites 
succeeded in imposing their own language on their subjects-in Elam 
only for official purposes (much as Persian is still used in Afghanistan), 
but in Sumer to the exclusion of the native tongue, except for ritual 
and religious uses. For these special purposes i t  survived as a purely 
literary language till the time of the Greeks. 

Another great wave of Semitic immigration appears to have 
occurred circa 2300 B.C. The immediate consequence of this is 
seen in the rise of a dynasty of great vigour and prestige in 
Altkud (northern Irak). It definitely conquers and incorporates 
the south, assumes the title of Kings of Akkad and Sumer, borne 
ever after by the kings of Babylonia, and makes Babylon-hitherto 
a city of insignificant rank-into the capital of a compact and united 
kingdom, and a pre-eminent political, commercial, and industrial 
centre, which was to endure for 2,000 years. Han~murabi(circa 2100 
B.c.), king and founder of the united Babylonian state, is famous as 
the ruler who issued the earliest legal code known to history. In 
his reign can be first discerned the working of the Babylonian state 
policy, a stable line of action which steadily aimed at the expansion 
of commerce, the opening of trade-routes, and the spread of civiliza- 
tion. Unclel- him and his successor the Babylonian enlpire embraced 
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the whole of Mesopotamia, Assyria being held as a garrisoned 
province, and stretched across the upper Euphrates into Syria; 
a firm grip was laid on the one side upon the trade-routes from the 
E-uphrates through the Syrian Desert to the west, and on the other 
side through Elam eastward. The policy thus initiated by Ham- 
nlurabi and his dynasty was never dropped by the Babylonian state, 
but was reasserted whenever an opportunity offered. 

The Semitic incursions which thus led to the founding of Babylon 
also gave rise to Assyria, at  first, as stated above, a province of 
Babylonia, but afterwards to become the rival and enemy of the 
southern kingdom. Here the Semites appear to have ainalgamated 
with an indigenous population more barbarous than the Sumerians, 
and to this pre-Semitic element may perhaps be traced the strain of 
brutal ferocity which appears in  the Assyrian character. 

The brilliant first epoch of Babylonia was eclipsed by the invasioii 
of the Kassites, who overthrew the Semitic dynasty and reigned in 
its stead at Babylon, becoming rapidly absorbed in  the local popu- 
lation. They appear to have been of Iranian extraction and to have 
descended on Mesopotamia from the Persian plateau through Elam. 
And since i t  is a t  this period that the then civilizecl world became 
acquainted with the domesticat'ed horse, there is some reason to 
believe that the Kassites brought the horse with them and owed 
their success to this most important factor in war, which must have 
worked a revolution in the methods of the fighting of the time. 

The Kassites ruled over a diminished Babylonian empire for 400 
or 500 years, and then their dynasty fell before a further incursion of 
Semites, which appears to have entered Mesopotamia, after 1500 B.G., 
from She north in the shape of the Aramaic horde, followed at 
a later period in  the south by the Chaldaeans. I n  the anarchy 
which followed the collapse of the Kassites came the first chance of 
Assyria, which, between circa 1280 B.G. and 1100 B.c., established an 
empire that reached the Nediterranean seaboard, penetrated into 
Asia Minor, and treated on equal terms with the Icings of Egypt. 
At  this time the Assyrians attempted to secure their conquests 
by sending out colonies of the peasantry which composed the bullc 
of their armies. 

Meanwhile Babylonia was assimilating its new rulers. Now 
again the advanced civilization of the country and its dense popu- 
lation were influences too strong for foreign conquerors to mith- 
stand. Shortly after 1100 B.C. the Assyrian empire declined ; the 
causes are obscure, but were probably chiefly connected with pressure 
from Asia Minor and the highlands to the north-east. I n  proportion 
Babylonia rose for a time, resisting its Assyrian and Elamite neigh- 
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bours, and, though later it felI under the suzerainty first of Elam 
and then of Nineveh, i t  apparently never lost its identity as a cor- 
porate unit. 

I n  the second half of the eighth century the Assyrian monarchy 
recovered its strength and built up a new empire more poweiful and 
more closely organized than the old. The Assyrian kings fought 
and conquered in Media, Armenia, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Asia Minor, 
and Babylonia. But these victorious wars gradually drained the 
strength of Assyria, which was further sapped by the Scythian inva- 
sion ;and the second empire fell a t  the end of the seventh century B.C. 
before a political combination of Media and Babylonia. I n  its second 
phase the  Assyrian empire had lost what would otherwise have 
proved a firm base for i ts continued existence-its peasants. They 
had been used up in the series of constant wars and colonizations ; 
those who reniaixied in their original home had become serfs, and 
the state had been driven to the employment of mercenary armies 
whose pay had to be defrayed by a policy of spoliation and oppression 
of conquered territories. I n  consequence the fall of the empire was 
complete and irretriev~ble. I t s  territory was divided between the 
Medes and Babylonians, the former taking the north and the latter 
the south. 

Now came the final epoch of Babylonian independence, the 
period i n  which Nebuchad~lezzar was the most notable figure. 
Apparently some sort of balance of power was arranged, the Medes 
being given an open door to Asia Minor, and Babylonia reserving 
for herself Syria with Palestine and the trade-routes to the west 
from Mesopotamia, and also the right of dealing with Egypt. The 
arrangement worked for 70 years, and was then overthrown by 
the sudden rise of Cyrus the Persian. After conquering Media, 
Cyrus appeared at the gates of Babylon in 539 B.c., and the native 
dynasty vanished. Henceforward the history of Babylonia is t h i t  
of a province. She had fulfilled her mission. Blainly owing to 
Babylonian influence axid Babylonian policy, the seeds of civiliza- 
tion had been spread far and wide throughout the Near East. 

The establishment of the Persian Empire was on the whole not 
~~nfavourableto the econolnic interests of lIesopotamia, for the 
imperial government was tolerant of local ilistitutions and customs, 
and promoted commerce and industry in so far as i t  kept the peace 
in the countries under its rule. The ancient; system of irrigation 
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was preserved. Babylonia was the richest province of the empire 
and had the reputation of being the richest country in the world. 
The city of Babylon remained the great market and industrial centre 
which she had been in the days of the Babylonian kingdom. The 
spring residence of the Persian court was at Susa (Shush, near Dizfiil). 

I n  331 B. c. Alexander the Great invaded Mesopotamia, defeated 
the Persian king between Mosul and Erbil, and entered Babylon and 
Susa. Alexander undertook irrigation and drainage works on the 
Euphrates, and seems to have contemplated the development of 
the Tigris as a commercial highway. He is said to have planned the 
i~nprovement of the waterway of the middle Tigris, and he may have 
entertained the plan, .afterwards carried out by Seleucus, of trans- 
ferring to the banks of the Tigris the capital of Babylonia. He 
actually founded a port at  the head of the Persian Gulf in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mohammareh. 

When after Alexander's death at  Babylon in 323 B.c. his empire 
broke up, one of his marshals, Seleucus, acquired Mesopotamia 
together with Iran, Syria, and part of Asia Minor. I t  was Seleucus 
who shifted the centre of trade and industry in Babylonia from the 
Euphrates to the Tigris. No doubt he was moved to this step by 
the superior advantages of the Tigris as a channel for water-borne 
traffic. But inasmuch as it was always a natural necessity that there 
should be a centre in  northern Babylonia round which its dense 
population could gathel; and at which merchants, passing along the 
trade-routes that here crossed each other from the four corners of the 
earth, could meet and do business, he selected a site only 40 miles 
north of Babylon and 18 miles south of the modern Baghdad, on the 
right or western bank of the Tigris. Seleucia grew rapidly in size 
and importance. It was equally suitable with Babylon for the pur- 
poses of inter-continental land trade and better adapted for water-borne 
traffic; moreover it was one of the capitals of the Seleucid kingdom. 
Without any sensible pressure on the part of royal authority, the 
population of Babylon gradually migrated to S~leucia ; and after 
the lapse of two or three generations little more than mounds and 
ruins were left to mark the site of the older city: Seleucia remained 
a centre of Hellenism long after Babylonia had reverted to Asiatic 
rule. 

Fro111 312 B.C. DZesopotamin was for 175 years a possession of the 
house of Sel~ucus, and then again passed under an Asiatic govern- 
ment. The Parthian dynasty, which, originating in Khorassan, had 
gradually extended its power westwards over the Iranian plateau 
at the expense of the Seleucid empire, made repeated attempts to 
seize Rl[esopotainia, and succeeded at  lnst, when the Seleucids had 



HISTORY 

exhausted their strength in their struggles with the Romans. Follow-
ing the usual custom of Orientals, the new rulers chose a capital city 
of their own making, and founded Ctesiphon, on the left or eastern 
bank of the Tigris, exactly opposite to Seleucia, which, however, in 
no way suffered thereby. Arab historians state, 700 years later, that 
a t  the time of the Moslem conquest of Nesopotamia both cities were 
great and flourishing. I n  A.D. 226 the Parthians gave way to the 
Persian dynasty of the Sassanids, who thereafter held Mesopotamia 
until the Moslem invasion. 

The nionarchy of the Parthians and Sassanids was constantly at 
war with the Roman *Empire, which was established in  Syria. At 
first the middle Euphrates was the boundary between the two Powers. 
There was a long struggle for the protectorate of Armenia, which 
ended in  a compromise favoul-able to Rome. Trajan (A. u. 115-117) 
tried to settle the Eastern question by the conquest of the whole of 
lYlesopotamia down to the Persian Gulf, but his gains could not be 
maintained, and under his successor Hadrian the original boundaries 
were restored. I n  the middle of the second century A. D. a successful 
war gave Rome the western part of the upper Jez~reh (region of 
Urf'eh and Harriin), and at  the end of the same century the eastern 
portion of the Jezireh north of the Sinjar hills also came under her 
control. A number of Roman fortresses were established in  the 
country, the principal of which was Nisibis. The upper Jez~reh 
was thenceforward the scene of numerous campaigns, but, though 
successful Persian invasions were not uncommon and the frontier 
shifted backwards and forwards, the country was generally under 
Ronian rule. In  northern Jez~reh there are still to be seen memorials 
of the Roman Empire in  city-walls (Urfeh, Diarbekr) and remains 
of bridges, forts, &c. 

Under Parthian and Sassanid i n  the south and Roman rule i n  
the north, Mesopotamia long continued to flourish. Like Cyrus 
and his successors, the Parthiail and Sassanid kings spent their 
winters at Ctesiphon. The great arch of Ctesiphon belongs to the 
Sassanid period. Babylonia was still extraordinarily rich ; under 
Sassanid government the irrigation-system of Irak was probably 
brought to the highest pitch of development which it has ever attained. 
The Jezrreh contained some considerable cities and, besides fertile 
irrigated areas, much pastoral wealth. But towards the end of 
the Sassanid age civil and foreign m : ~  and weak government were 
beginning to affect the prosperity of the country. 

During this period Christianity spread both in the Roman and in  
the Persian provinces of Mesopotamia, and, after i t  had been adopted 
as the State religion of the Ronlnll Einpire (fourth centuiy), it became 
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the dominant faith in  the northern part of the country. (See further on 
the origins of the present Christian sects in Mesopotamia pp. 128-30.) 
Moreover the influence of Hellenism, after its first introduction by 
Alexander, did not entirely die out in Mesopotamia, but survived 
through the Parthian and Sassanian epochs and indirectly inspired 
the best achievements of the older populations which became nomi- 
nally Arab under Arab rule and speech. 

The wealth of Mesopotamia, its pasture-lands, and its rich cultiva- 
tion had long attracted the nomads of Arabia, and from time to 
time, when the civilized governments of the country were weak, 
Arab tribes had established themselves within its borders. I n  the 
Sassanid age there were Bedawis in the steppes of the Jez~reh, 
many of them subject to the emirate of Hatra (El-Hadhr). At  Ifira, 
on the western edge of Irak near Nejef, Arab immigrants wllo had 
given up their nomadic habits were ruled by a dynasty of Arab 
princes. Thus the way was to sorne extent prepared for the most 
notable of all the Arab invasions of Mesopotamia. 

I n  A.D. 628 Mohammed sent to the Roman Emperor and to the 
Persian king a summons to acknowledge God and His Prophet. 
But for the remainder of his life Mohammed was occupied with 
conquel-ing Arabia for the Faith. His death in A.D.632 was the 
signal for fresh trouble in Arabia, but this was rapidly suppressed 
by the Caliph Abu Bekr, and by the end of A. D.633 Islam went forth to 
attack at once the Roman Empire and the kingdom of the Sassanids. 

These great Powers had recently been waging war on each other 
for about a quarter of a century, and both were suffering from the 
effects of this conflict as well as from internal troubles. I n  the Persian 
Empire the murder of Khosrou (Chosroes 11) in a.D. 628 had been 
followed by a struggle among the nobles over the succession to the 
throne, and this had not yet been settled when a Moslem army 
under Khalid-ibn-Walid, the ' Sword of God ', invaded the lands along 
the lower Euphrates. The Moslems were at  first successful, and 
then sufl'ered a check, due to the withdrawal of Khalid with a part 
of the Arab forces to assist in the conquest of Syria. But the f d l  
of Damascus in A.D. 635 set free reinforcements for 31esopotanlia, 
and in A.D. 636 the Moslems utterly defeated the Persians in n most 
stubbornly contested battle at  Kadisiyeh, on the fringe of the desert, 
15 miles west of Knfeh. This battle practically settled the fate of 
the Persian monarchy. That i t  was a complete rout is clear from 
the leisurely manner in which the Arabs proceeded to settle and 
colonize Mesopotaniia. Ctesiphon, with Seleucia, fell in a.D. 637, 
and ill the same year Kafeh and Basra were founded as Arab strong- 
holcls, the latter superseding the Sassanian port of Ubuka for the 
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trade with the Persian Gulf and India. There follo~ved a migration 
en masse of Arabs with their families and belongings, who descended 
upon the country and made i t  their own. Nany of the resident 
population perished by the sword ; many fled ; others fell victims 
lo the floods and to plague and famine, which raged at this period. 
But there is little doubt that a large proportion embraced Islam 
and adopted Arabic speech, and i t  is to them that we must trace 
in great measure the administration and cultural achievements on 
which rests the fame of the Abbasid rulers of Baghdad. The Arab 
conquest was eventually carried up to the Taurus range. I n  northern 
Mesopotamia a numerousChristian population continued to exist under 
Moslem rulers. 

About the time of the Mohammedan conquest Babylonia was 
visited with a catastrophe which in the southern and south-
eastern part of the country had permanently disastrous results. 
Towards the end of the fifth century A.D. a heavy flood in the 
Tigris burst its banks and overflowed the lands to the south and 
south-west, probably impeding the current of the Euphrates. The 
Sassanids, however, repaired the damage, and most of the flooded 
lands were brought back into cult.ivation. But about the year 
A.D. 629 the Euphrates and the Tigris came down in such floods 
as had never before been seen. Both rivers burst their banks 
in innumerable places, and finally laid all the surrounding country 
under water. The Sassanid king, Parvez, made desperate efforts to 
reclaim the country, sparing neither money nor men's lives ;' indeed ', 
the Arab historian reports, ' he crucified in one day forty canal- 
workers :kt a certain breach and yet was unable to master the flood'. 
During the succeeding years of anarchy, when the Moslem armies 
began to overrun Mesopotamia, and the Sassanian monarchy perished, 
the dykes, such as still existed, naturally remained uncared for, 'and 
breaches came in all the emlunkments, for nolie gave heed, and the 
landowners were po~verless to repair the dykes, so that the swamps 
every way lengthened and widened '. I t  seems to have been at this 
time that the main stream of the lower Tigris was diverted to the 
channel now known as the Shatt el-Hai, where it  remained until 
the sixteenth century. The new Arab rulers of the country were 
hardly qualified by their previous training or their temperament to 
take the charge of complicated works of irrigation. These nomads 
were not without the ability to appreciate civilized influences, but 
the fame and success of the empire which they founded depended 
mainly upon the work and genius of their Greek and Persian 
ministers and administrative staffs. But it must not be supposed 
that the  circumstances of Mesopotamia were even then, or for cen- 
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turies to come, anything like what they are a t  the present day. 
Northern Irak remained well irrigated ; some districts in upper 
Mesopotamia were still rich and productive ; the government of 
the Abbasid Caliphs, till i t  lost its vigour and power, attended care- 
fully to what had been saved from the wreck of the older world; 
and it required six centuries of subsequent Mongol and Turkish 
misrule and apathy to bring the country to its present miserable 
condition. 

Mesopotainia was but a province of the Arabian empire froni 
the battle of Kadisiyeh, A. u. 636, till A.D. 762. The Caliphs of the 
Omayyad dynasty had their capital at  Damascus. But it was during 
this period that northern Irak became the holy land of the Shiahs. 
The converts to Islam in Mesopotanlia and Persia brought something 
of older religions and philosophies to their new faith, and the 
character of their Mohammedanism showed itself in the rapid 
growth among them of sects and strange n~ysticisms. I n  the dis- 
sensions that arose in  Islam over the Caliphate this neo-Moslem 
spirit devoted itself to the claims of 'Ali and his family. It was too 
undisciplined to giverAli or his sons the victory over the Omayyads, 
but it gathered strength from its defeats. At Kafeh 'Ali was mur- 
dered, a t  Kerbela Husein his son was slain, and on their deaths the 
religious fervour of the Shiahs has been nourished. (See also on this 
subject pp. 125-7.) 
The Abbasid caliph Mansar, after the destruction -of the Omayyad 

dynasty, which ruled from Damascus, perceived that a new capital 
was needed for the new dynasty. The decay of the Arab tritbal 
system, on which the military power of the Omayyads depended, 
and the support given to the Abbasids by the neo-Moslems of the 
former Sassanian territories, decided him to move the seat of govern- 
ment to Mesopotamia. The causes which led to the selection of the 
sites of Babylon, and subsequently of Seleucia and Ctesiphon, which 
are mentioned above, were still in  force, and accordingly Nansiir, in 
A. D. 762, founded Baghdad on the Tigris, 20 miles above Ctesiphon. 
For the same reasons that led to the rapid growth and permanence of 
its predecessors, Baghdad soon rose to eminence. I t  was second only 
to Constantinople in size during the Middle Ages, and was unrivalled 
for splendour throughout western Asia. Wars and sieges, the 
temporary removal of the seat of government to Samarra (A.D. 836-
892), and even the almost entire destruction of the city by the 
Mongols in A.D. 1258, have never permanently affected the supre- 
macy of Baghdad i n  Mesopotamia. 

The country shared in the general prosperity of the golden age 
of Islam, which culminated during the reign of the Caliph Hartin 
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er-Rashid, A. D. 786-809. After Hariin's death the decay of the 
Abbasids began. The Caliphs fell under the control of their mer- 
cenary army ; and even the Turkish soldiers who ruled i n  their name 
lost all authority outside Irak. The rest of the empire was in dis- 
solution, and in  the tenth century the whole of northern Mesopotamia 
became an Arab kingdom under the Hamdanids. 

Order was for a time partially restored by the advent of the Seljuk 
Turks, whose chief, Toghrul Bey, was invested in A.D. 1005 by the 
then caliph, with what practically amounted to the temporal sove- 
reignty of Iran, Mesopotamia, and so much of Asia Minor, Syria, and 
Palestine as was in the power of Islam. The Caliphs were mere 
honorary figure-heads living in a m y ~ t e r i o ~ s  fountainsseclusion-the 
of honour and title like the lat.er emperors of Delhi, and sacrosanct 
as being the successors of the Prophet, but practically without any 
temporal power. 

By the end of the eleventh century the Seljuk power had broken 
up into a number of quarrelling principalities, and the Crusaders 
were able not only to establish thenlselves in Syria, but to cross the 
Euphrates and found at  Edessa (Urfeh) a Christian State which lasted 
for about fifty years. 

I n  the first half of the twelfth century a Turkish kingdom was 
built up in northern Mesopotamia by Zangi, the son of a lieutenant 
of a former Seljuk governor of Aleppo: Zangi destroyed the County 
of Edessa in 1144, and extended hls influvnce over northern Syria. 
His son, Niir ed-Din, won Damascus and Egypt, and finally Nar ed- 
Din's governor in Egypt, Saliili ed-Dm (Saladin, born at Tekrit), 
succeeded to his master's power, combining under his rule Egypt, 
Syria, and northern Mesopotamia. But after Salsh ed-Dm's death 
(1193)his monarchy dissolved into a number of itldeperldent states. 
I n  the general political confusion there mas some revival of the tern- 
poral power of the Abbasid Caliphate; but about the middle of the 
thirteenth century t,he Abbasids were extinguished, and Mesopotamia 
was ruined, by the cataclysm of the Mongol invasions. 

I n .  February, 1258, Hulaku K h ~ n  took Baghdad ; the city was 
sacked, and the last Czrliph of the Abbasids was taken prisoner and 
killed. The wealth and treasures of ages mere plundered ; priceless 
literary and artistic remains were destroyed. An irrepttrable blow 
was delivered at the heart of Moslem civilization. This is the end of 
Arab rule in  Mesopotamia. It was accompanied by the ruin of the 
whole system of irrigation, and the country which had known pros- 
perity for thousands of years became a waste of unfruitful waters in  
arid plains of dust and sand. 'The work of three hundred genera- 
tions of men was destroyed in a single year '; and the desolation of 
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the Mongols has endured to this day. The destruction of the sources 
of wealth in Mesopotamia had a profound effect on the Middle East ; 
i t  was as if the keystone had been taken out of the ancient strizcture. 
Though Baghdad continued to exist, shorn of its splendour, Meso- 
potamia practically disappears from history for the next 300 years. 
Instead of being the focus of the Oriental world i t  became a blank. 
I t  followed the fortunes of whatever dynasty or tribe rose to be 
a brief power i n  its neighbourhood. For a short time it was 
included in  the dominions of Timur. Eventually the Turks laid 
hands on it  in A.D. 1534, and till 1914, with one short interval, it 
has been at  least nominally a Turkish possession. I n  1603 Shah 
'Abbss of Persia conquered Mesopotamia, but i t  was retaken by the 
Turks in 1638. A t  this time the fortunes of Baghdad had reached 
their lowest ebb, and the city contained only 14,000 inhabitants. 

.Turkish sovereignty could not be vigorously enforced. The Kurds 
of the northern and eastern hills were practically independent, and i n  
the plains the nomad Arabs, taking advantage of the absence of 
strong government, the decay of irrigation, and the decline of popu- 
lation, had been gradually encroaching on the settled areas, and 
could not be brought under control by the Turks. The most impor- 
tant movement of nomad Arabs in  this period was the Shamm3r 
invasion. About the middle of the seventeenth century the Sham- 
x n ~ r  migrated from central Arabia to the Syrian Desert, pushing 
before them various smaller tribes into Mesopotamia. Following on 
their occupation of the tracts west of the Euphrates, the Anazeh 
came up behind them from Arabia. After a protracted struggle the 
Shammar were compelled to move on, and, crossing the Euphrates, 
gradually came to dominate the whole of the Jez~reh, exclusive 
of the hills, driving out or  subduing the Tai, the Jebtir, the 
Baqqarah, the Weldeh, and others. Similar incursions took 
place from time to time in Irak. Till the recent consolidation of 
Turkish authority, which gradually asserted itself during the last 
century, the pashas maintained a semblance of power by playing 
off' one Bedawi tribe against another, Anazeh against Shammsr, 
Muntefiq against Beni Lam, &c. I n  consequence the condition of 
the nomads, except in  the vicinity of the cities and settled tracts 
along the rivers, varied from semi-independence to complete freedom 
from all control. The remaining centres of order and civil life, to 
a great extent isolated by the unsettled areas, were beyond the 
effective control of the Sultan's Government. When in 1732 Nadir 
Shah laid siege to Baghdad, he was driven off by a Turkish pasha 
who was for all practical purposes an independent ruler. From 
the end of the seventeenth to the end of the eighteenth century 
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Mosul was governed by a local aristocracy. I n  Basra a local noble, 
Afrasiab, succeeded in  founding a virtually independent s tde,  
which collapsed in  1779 ; at  this time the population of Basra 
had shrunk to a few thousands. From 1817 to 1832 Daud Pasha, 
n Georgian, held office a t  Baghdad, and under his energetic and intelli- 
gent administration the city and province began to recover, in spite 
of a terrible epidemic of plague during 1830-1, which is said to have 
carried off 50,000 persons in Baghdad alone. Heavy floods in the 
Tigris simultaneously swept the country. Famine followed these 
disasters, and in 1837 there are said to have been only 40,000 
inhabitants in Baghdad. 

On the conclusion of the Crimean War, the Porte found itself in  
possession of a large army and plenty of money, and determined to 
assert itself in Mesopotamia. Omar Pasha, then governor of Aleppo, 
marched down the valley of the Euphrates at  the head of a considerable 
number of troops, and took possession of Jatabar and Deir ez-Zor. Deir 
had previously been held by Fellahin Arabs, who had enjoyed a semi- 
independence under Anazeh protect.ion. It now became the head 
of a Turkish province, under the vali of Aleppo. This policy of 
enforcing Turkish authority was carried on by Nidhat Pasha, who 
was governor of Baghdad between 1869 and 1872, and made great 
efforts to develop Mesopotamia. His administration was at  least 
vigol-ous, and, if he sometimes failed rather disastrously, he mas 
certainly honest in  intention. He  was an enthusiastic reformer 
on Western lines, but failed in many cases to foresee the cost or 
consequences of his innovations. He built forts to protect the 
Euphrates navigation and the route to Aleppo, and he initiated 
a service of Ottoman steamers on the Tigris. He  attempted, 
without success, to drain Lake 'Aqarqaf NW. of Baghdad. To 
protect Baghdad from the flood-water of the Euphrates he closed 
the Saqlswiyeh cinal, but as he provided no compensating escape 
he thus originated the diversion of the main volume of the river 
down the Hindiyeh canal and the disastrous drying of the Hilla 
arm (see p. 26). H e  is said to have tried to get the treasures 
accumulated at Nejef devoted to public improvements. His reforms 
in land-tenure are described on pp. 193-4. He adopted the policy of 
encouraging nomad Arabs to settle down as cultivators, and he 
endeavoured, with indifferent success, to get Turkish suzerainty 
recognized by Arab chiefs whose autonomy had hitherto been practi- 
cally unquestioned, such as the Sheikhs of Koweit and Bahrein. 

During the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid (1876-1909) the 
Turkish administration on the whole effected some progress, in spite 
of its mistakes and crimes. The Kurds were brought under some 
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degree of control, partly by force, but more by the congeniaI ernploy- 
ment which Abdul Hamid found for them as hanzicliyeh, irregular 
cavalry in the Sultan's service used for the purpose of repressing 
such elements in  the population of northern Mesopotamia and 
Armenia as were suspected of disloyalty. The kawzidiye78 were in  
fact privileged to behave as they chose ; and their excesses, though 
mainly directed against Christians, did not spare Noslems ; yet
economic development was not altogether checked by their depreda- 
tions. The efforts of the Government to control the Arabs were 
still spasmodic and marked by an impolitic mixture of laxity and 
oppression ; yet, in spite of outbreaks of disorder, Turkish power 
was growing, and , cultivation and trade were developing more 
or less slowly in  the river-valleys. A considerable proportion of 
the nomad Kurds and Arabs mere compelled or induced to take to 
a more settled way of life. The action of the Sultan in converting 
into his private property (saniyek) 30 per cent. of the best cultivated 
lands in the vilayets of Basra and Baghd,ad,and a considerable amount 
in the northern provinces, although accompanied by much injustice, 
was probably of some economic benefit to the country. Tho Sultan's 
estates were comparatively well managed, and lam and order were 
enforced at least within their limits. The native population generally 
was living in expedation of greatly increased pl*osperity which was 
to be tlie result of the projected Baghdad Railway. 

Nevertheless the methods of the Sultan's Government-its corrup-
tion, fraud, and violence-aroused considerable discontent throughout 
Mesopotamia. The Turkish Revolution of 1908 was welconled by 
the bulk of the population, as most sections of i t  hoped to profit by 
the change. These hopes were generally disappointed by the deter- 
mination of the Young Turks to carry through a centralizing and 
levelling policy, and by their methods, which were not more 
scrupulous than those of the old regime. The Government achieved 
some successes: Ibrahim Pasha, the head of the Milli Kurd 
confederacy, was put out of the way; Nazim Pasha obtained the 
submission of the Northern Shammar and appointed a paranlount 
chief in the Turkish interest ; and strong measures were taken 
against the depredations of the Hamawand Kurds near Kirltuk. 
But there was much disorder in 11-ttk, and the unsuccessful Turkish 
wars with 1t:ily (1911) and the Balkan States (1912) made matteis 
worse. The permanent ill feeling of the Arabs against the Turks 
was now taking shape in a Pan-Arab movement, and in  this way the 
Arab disaffection in Mesopotamia was brought into connexion with 
the anti-Turkish movement in  Arabia. Opposition Co the Govern- 
ment grew even in Basra and Baghdad. Ajaimi Ibn Sa'adun, para- 
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mount chief of the Muntefiq, who has opposed us in the present war, 
was on bad terms with Ibn  Rashid, the comparatively pro-Turkish 
Emir of Jebel Shammar, and was reported to be planning an attack 
on Basra ; the waterways between Baghdad and the Persian Gulf 
were rendered insecure by the prevalent disorder ; and a general 
rising of the southern Nesopotamian Arabs was feared, but did not 
come to a head. Meanwhile lawlessness was increasing in Kurdis- 
tan, where a number of chiefs were entering into relations with 
Russia. The whole situation was still uncertain when the ,Euro- 
pean war broke out. 

Arabistan was formerly the Persian province of Khuzistan. I n  
the first half of the nineteenth century the southern part of the 
country eastwards from Mohan~mareh and the Karnn was dominated 
by the Kdab, an Arab tribe whose head-quarters were at Fellahiyeh, 
while Hawizeh was under a hereditary vali. Moharnmareh, which 
belonged to the Muhaisin Arabs, was for some years in dispute between 
the Turkish and Persian Governments, until by the Treaty of 
Erzerum (1847) i t  was assigned to Persia. After the Persian War 
of 1856-1857, when a British force captured Mohammareh, the 
power of the Ka'ab was broken by the Persian Government. The 
sheikhs of the Nuhaisin then becamo dominant in  southern Arabistan, 
where they were formally recognized by Persia as governors of the 
country. They became practically independent (see pp. 150-1). In 
northern Arabistan a Persian governor continued to reside, either a t  
Shushtar or a t  DizfaI, but in  fact he had generally very little 
authority. I n  the politics of northern Arabistan the chief factors 
were the influence of the Eakhtiysri chiefs and of the Sheikh of 
Mohammareh, the Sagwand Lurs and the Arab tribes of the country, 
and the mujtaltids (religious leaders) of Dizfiil and Shushtar. The 
Behbehan district, which had been a sub-governorship under Fars, 
fell under the control of the Bakhtiyari chiefs (see further p. 152). 
In 1907 Sheikh 1<hazral of Mohammareh and the Bakhtiyiiri khans 
concluded a treaty of alliance, of which the general purport was that 
the parties were to act together in controlling Ambislan. There 
remains, however, a good deal of rivalry between them. 

An  attempt was made in 1847 to create a fixed boundary between 
Turkey and Persia in  place of the vague and shifting borderland 
which had long been a source of trouble. By the Treaty of Erzerum 
(1847), certain concessions having been made on each side, the 
definition of the frontier mas assigned to a Turco-Persian Com-
mission. The Commission failed to arrive at  a settlement, and i n  
1851 Great Britain and Russia intervened. A belt of country, 20-40 
miles broad, was taken as indicating the general lie of the frontier, 
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and was surveyed. But there were many areas of disputed land on 
which no final settlement was reached. Provisional agreements 
kept matters in suspense without too great inconvenience, until the 
Young Turks began encroachments in Arabistan and towards Urmia. 
Then Great Britain and Russia again intervened. The boundary 
between Turkey and the territory of the Sheikh of Mohammareh 
was fixed by an agreement of July 29, 1913. A Protocol, signed 
a t  Constantinople on Nov. 4 (17), 1913, by Great Britain, Russia, 
Turkey, and Persia, laid down the course to be followed by the 
frontier from the Gulf to Ararat, leaving the settlement of details at  
many points to a Delimitation Commission. This Commission, which 
comprised representatives of all four Powers, completed its work in 
the first eight months of 1914. The frontier was surveyed, the details 
of its course were settled, and it was marked out with boundary- 
pillars. 

The interests of Great Britain in Mesopotamia had grown up 
before the revival of the authority of the central Turkish Govern- 
ment. A British Resident was first appointed to Baghdad at the 
end of the eighteenth century. These interests were partly corn- 
nlercial, partly political. Great Britain established and maintained 
order and security in  the Persian Gulf, which she cleared of slavers 
and pirates, policed, and charted, and in protecting her commerce 
she established a paramount polit,ical influence along the shores of 
the Gulf and up to Baghdad. She was also concerned to guard the 
interests of the large numbers of Shiah Indians who made the 
pilgrimage to Kerbeltt and Nejef, and the British Indian Government 
was trustee for a number of endowments founded by Indians at these 
places. Moreover British predominance in the Gulf and in Irak 
was considered necessary for the security of India against attack 
from without. I n  the early part of the nineteenth century, before 
the cutting of the Suez Canal, the possibility of establishing a regular 
commercial and post route between India and England across 
Mesopotamia was much discussed, and the famous expedition of 
Chesney (1835-7) was a reconnaissance made with this scheme in 
view. A railway mas projected which was to connect the Mediter- 
ranean at Alexandretta with the Persian Gulf along the line of the 
Euphrates. The opening of the Suez Canal and the acquisition 
by the British Government of a controlling interest in it caused the 
Euphrates Valley Railway scheme to be dropped. But British com- 
merce continued to develop without serious competition on the Shatt 
el-'Arab and lower Tigris,' British protection was afforded to the 

1 An arrangement of 1846 gave British merchant vessels the right to navigate 
the Mesopotamian rivers. The Turkish Government ignored this Convention and 
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practically independent Sheikhs of Koweit and niloha~nniareh, and 
British prestige in Irak remained very great. There was, however, 
much latent jealousy on the Turkish side, and this was stirred to 
activity about the beginning of the present century, as the result of 
German influence, by this time predominant in Turkey. 

I n  t'he original Gernian plan of ,z railway to Baghdad a line by 
Angora, Sivas, Diarbokl; Mosul, and Kirkuk had been chosen. This 
route was given up owing to Russian opposition, which was grounded 
on strategical considerations. When the project took definite shape in 
the Convention of 1903 a line was chosen more remote from the 
sphere of Russian interests, namely, by Konia, Baghcheh, Jerablas, 
Nisibin, Mosu1,and Samarra. Further, there was to be an extension 
of the line from Baghdad to some point on the Persian Gulf, and 
north of Baghdad there mere to be a number of branches, of which 
the most important within our area was that from Sa'diyeh to 
Khanikin (see further pp. 264-5). The proposal to carry the Baghdad 
Railway to the Persian Gulf was an obvious menace not only to Great 
Britain's commercial interests in Irak and the Gulf coasts but also to 
her political position in southern Asia. Moreover Russia still viewed 
with dislike the prospect of a line to Baghdad as threatening her 
interests in Persia. 

About the same time the Turks were beginning to show signs of 
wishing to increase their power in north-eastern Arabia and the Persian 
Gulf at  the expense of Great Britain. The Germans thought of making 
Koweit the terminus of their railway, and when the Sheikh of 
SKoweit refused to sell them land the Turks tried to seize the 
town, but were warned off by the British. Turkish intrigues 
became more persistent after the Revolution of 1908 and the 
rise to power of the German-controlled and chauvinistic Com- 
nlittee of Union and Progress. An unsuccessful attempt was made 
to induce the Sheikh of Kolveit to renounce his connexion with the 
British Government, and an encroachment was made on the terri- 
tory of our other ally in this region, the Sheikh of Moharnmareh, 
Arabistan had recently become exceedingly important to Great 
Britain from a military as well as from a commercial point of 
view, owing to the discovery of the oil-wells in the Shushtar region ; 
these are now worked by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, in 
bvhich the British Government has acquired a predominant interest. 
The Turkish intrigues failed, and the troubles of the Turkish ad- 

closed the Nesopotamian waterways above Basra to foreign mercantile sl~ipping 
with the exception of a limited number of vessels owned by the British 
'Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company ' (Messrs. Lynch). (See
further on the commercial navigation of the Tigris p. 200.) 
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ministration led to a partial cessation of these attacks. Meanwhile 
determined efforts were being made by the Germans to compete with 
British trade in Irak and Arabistan (see pp 204-5), and the question 
of the Baghdad Railway seemed about to be settled on terms favour- 
able to Germany. I n  1911Russian opposition to the railwar, and in 
particular to the Sa'diyeh-Khanikin branch, had been withdrawn, 
and i t  was arranged that this branch should be linked on to the pro-
jected Russian railway system in northern Persia ;and shortly before 
the present mar the British Government was ready to permit the exten- 
sion of the Baghdad Railway as far as Basra, in return for what was 
in effect to be British control of the Shatt el-'Arab, of steam-navigation 
on the Tigris and Euphrates between Basra and Baghdad. and of any 
extension of the railway that might be made from Basra to the 
Persian Gulf. 



CHAPTER VII 

INHABITANTS 

Numbers and distribution of population-Movement of population-Ethno-
graphy (Arabs-Lurs-Kurds-Other groups)-Principal languages-Education. 

THEREare no exact statistics of the population of this area ; in 
fact the estimates that mere made before the war were only Inore or 
less rough guesses, and sometimes they conflict with each other i n  
a remarkable way. 

As a rule the recorded estimates seem to be too high, and some of 
the exaggerations appear to be very gross. 

The following estimates may perhaps be worth giving, but may be 
very wide of the truth : 

Irak (Basra and Baghdad vilayets) . About a million souls.' 
Arabistan, 

Highlands (including the A few hundred thousand 
Bakhtiyari countries, souls, probably not more 
the western half of than half a million. 
Kirmanshah) . 

Upper Mesopotan~ia, with southern 
Turkish Rurdistan, central Kurdistan a million souls, or
south of the Tigris-Lake Van water- somewhat less,
shed, and the country north of Diarbekr 
up to the line of the-eastern Taurus .) 

Perhaps between two and
Total . 

. {two and a half millions. 

Between 1900 and 1908 the popi~lationof Irak was estimated a t  various 
figures between a million and a half and three millions. Accolding to the 
Gazetteer of the Persian Gulf i1908) i t  probatdy amounted to '1.500.000 souls or  
rather more ',iricluding a very small proportion of Bedawis. Tlie total number 
of the settled and semi-nomadic population was given by the same authority as  
1,480,000. Tliis estimate had been :compiled, district by district, from informa-
tion collected for the ...Gazetteer . 

But a census taken a t  Basra in  July 1916 showed that the  estimate given in  
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This total includes a number of tribes which either are wholly 
nomadic, or belong to that class of 'semi-nomads ' in  which at  least 
a large part of each tribe moves every summer to a considerable 
distance from its winter quarters. I f  all the nomads and the semi- 
nomads of the class described, to whatever race they may belong, 
are counted in, and those who are within or just on the limits of 
this area for a part of the year only are included, they may amount 
to between 15 and 20 per cent. of the above total. But their 
numbers are really quite uncertain, and are even more difficult to 
estimate than those of the settled population. 

I n  the course of the present war the population of certain districts 
in upper Mesopotamia has been very considerably reduced ; for 
example, in  those parts of the Diarbekr vilayet where Armenians 
have been massacred or deported, and in central Kurdistan where 
the Christian Hakkiari tribes and the Armenians south of Lake Van 
have been massacred, or have been driven from their homes to 
die i n  great numbers in the course of their flight. On the other 
hand large numbers of deported Armenians have been brought down 
to the upper Mesopotamian plain and the middle valley of the 
Euphrates; but the rate of mortality among these deportees, who 
arrived in 1915, appears to have been very high. 

Irak 
I n  Irak over 90 per cent. of the population is grouped along the 

rivers and canals. The rural population is on the whole densest i n  
the following areas : (a) along the Shatt el-'Arab ; (b) along and near 
the Euphrates, especially between Museyib and Diwaniyeh on . the 
Hilla branch or Ksfeh on the Hindiyeh branch, and again in the 
Nnsir~yeh-Sfiq esh-Shuyi~kh area.; (c) on and near the Shatt 
el-Hai; (cZ) to  the north and north-east of Baghdad, along the Tigris 
and in the country watered by the Khalis canal bet!veen the Tigris 
and the Diyaleh, and in  the Baqabeh district ; (e) in the country 
round Arnara on the lower Tigris. 

Of these areas the Shatt el-'Arab district contains the most closely 
settled population ; here the villages and hamlets are set close along 
the river-banks on narrow strips $2 miles wide among the date- 
groves irrigated by the tidal rise of the river. 

The line of the Euphrates is far more densely inhabited than the 

the Gazetteer for Basra and its environs was considerably exaggerated. It was 
discovered that the population of Basra, Ashar, and some outlying villages 
'could be at the outside 35,000 ',whereas the Gazetteer put it at 58,000. If the 
case of Basra is typical, the population of the whole of Irali may be only about 
900,000. 
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line of the Tigris ; perhaps the population on or within 20 miles of 
the Euphrates between Museyib and Kurna is about six times as  
great as the population on or near the Tigris between Ctesiphon and 
Kurna. This greater concentration on the Euphrates has existed 
for thousands of years. I t  remains to-day, and is likely to remain, 
because the slope of the ground-levels1 and the work of past ages in  
distributing the water of the Euphrates make that river more applic- 
able than the Tigris to the purpose of irrigation. 

The number of pure nolnsds whose movements are confined to 
Irak is very small, but the desert south and west of the Euphrates 
is visited by tribes from the Nejd and elsewhere at  certain seasons 
of the year, and i n  Irak itself a proportion of the inhabitants still 
keep to a 'semi-nomadic ' life (see p. 97). 

Tozons of Irak.-The position of the chief town of Irak, Baghdad 
(140,000) is eminently favourable to the existence of a great city. 
For Baghdad stands where the Euphrates and Tigris approach within 
40 miles of each other, and where the country between the rivers 
begins to be easily traversable below the arid part of the Jez~reh 
that lies to north. On Baghdad converge naturally, i n  conformity 
with physical features, all the Iines of communication which enter 
Irak from the north-west, the north, and the north-east : the 
Euphrates valley. line leading from northern Syria and south-eastern 
Anatolia ; the line of the middle Tigris from Mosul ; the other line 
from Mosul that runs under the southern Kurdish hills by Erbil, 
Kirkuk, and Kufri ; the line from Kirmanshah by Qasr-i-Sh~rm, 
leading from Persia through a natural gate in  the mountains. To 
the south there is easy communication with the thickly populated 
ICerbela-Hilla region, with its agricultural districts and its pilgrim- 
centres ; and lastly there is the waterway of the Tigris leading from 
the Persian Gulf and navigable to Baghdad by river-steamers. 
For its food-supplies Baghdad can draw easily both on the Euphrates 
to the south and on the Baqtibeh-Khalis canal area to the north. 

Basra (33,000) is the port at  the southern gate of Mesopotamia; 
ocean-going steamers can ascend to i t  by the Shatt el-'Arab. Kerbela 
and Nejef (60,000 and 30,000) are pilgrim-centres which attract Shiahs 
from all parts of the Mohammedan world (chiefly from Persia and 
India) ; Nejef is also the starting-point of a pilgrim-route to Mecca, 

Almost the whole country between the rivers in Imk, down to the line Kut 
el-Amara-N~siriyeh, is commanded by. the flood-levels of the Euphrates, and 
can be irrigated by its wator. 

"he figures given for the population of towns must be taken as guesses, 
giving perhaps some rough indication of their size ;they may be often wide of 
the truth by somo thousands. 
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and both towns, situated on the edge of the Arabian Desert, are 
markets for the Bedawin. Kafeh (5,000) and Samarra (3,000) are places 
of pilgrimage for Shiahs, but much less important than Kerbela and 
Nejef. Of the other tozons some are markets along the Euphrates, 
Tigris, or Shatt el-Hai, the centres of fertile districts, or owing their 
importance to their positions at the junction or diverging-point of 
waterways, e. g. Kurna (5,000), Saq esh-Sh~ly~ikh (10,000), Nasiriyeh 
(10,000), Sam~weh (500 houses), Ditvaniyeh (500 houses), Hilla 
(30,000), Tawar~j  or Hindiyeh (4,000), Museyib (6,000), Amara 
(10,000), Kut el-Amara (4,000), Kut el-Hai (4,000), Shatrat el-
Muntefiq (500 houses). Others are strung along the great Baghdad- ' 

Kirmanshah road, as Baqabeh (6,000), which is the centre of a very 
fertile district, Qizil Ribat (2,006), Khanikin (5,000). Others are in 
oases, as Beledruz (3,000), Mandali (6,000), which is supported 
partly by t,he oil-wells in its neighbourhood, and Bedrah (3,000). 
Zobeir. (1,500), on the edge of the desert near Basra, is a starting-point 
of desert-routes and a centre of intercourse with the Bedawis. Some 
of these towns have small local industries-boat-building, weaving, 
kc. A very ancient bitumen industry, as well as boat-building and 
the passage of caravans, supports Hit (1,600). 

Arabistan 
Here the population is gathered mainly on the left bank of the 

lower Shatt el-'Arab, in the very fertile Shushtar-Dizfcil area, and 
in other fertile watered areas, such as those of Fellahiyeh, Ramuz, 
and Behbehan. 

The proportion of nomads and semi-nomads to the whole population 
is higher than that of Irak. Some of the Arab tribes move 'back- 
wards and forwards over the Irak-Arabistan border, or have sections 
in both territories. 

Towns of Arabistan.-lKo7ummare7~ (12,000) derives its political 
supremacy in southern Arabistan from its position at the junction 
of the Ksran with the Shatt el-'Arab. I ts  population has increased 
considerably since the opening up of the Shushtar-Ahwaz oil-field 
and the establishment of the Lynch trade-route across the Bakhtiyari 
country to Isfahan. 

DizfiiZ (15,000) and Shus7htar (10,000) lie in plains of great fertility. 
There are ways across the mountains north of Dizfal which are 
easier than Any other routes into Persia between the Gulf and the 
Qasr-i-Shlrm depression. Both towns have decayed owing to anarchy 
in south-eastern Luristan and the consequent closing of trade-routes, 
and also owing to the general insecurity in northern Arabistan. 
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Both (and especiallyDizfnl)would be revived with a good government 
in the country, with the construction of the projected railway from 
the Shatt el-'Arab to Dizf~l,and with the further exploitation of the 
neighbouring oil-fields. 

A7~zutiz-Nuziri(7,000) has importance as being at the head of the 
lower and easier section of the navigable part of the Ksran, which 
is divided from the upper section by the Ahwaz rapids. Ahwaz is 
the starting-point of the Lynch route over the Bakhtiysri mountains 
to Isfahan. 

The Persian, Highlands adjoining Irak and Arabista?z 
I n  the Knhgaln country, in the Bakhtiysri country, in the south-

eastern corner of Luristan, and in the Pusht-i-Ktih there are nomadic 
or semi-nomadic tribes moving to and fro, according to the season, 
between the higher and the lower pastures. , I n  the western part of 
the Kirmanshah province there is a certain settled population, of 
late reduced in prosperity and numbers by insecurity here and in 
the rest of Persia. 

Kirmanshah town (40,000) is outside our area, but may be 
mentioned here as the eastern end of the main highway from 
Mesopotamia into Persia, whence important routes radiate to north, 
north-east, and south-east. Along the Baghdad road a number of 
small towns or large villages occur on Persian territory. The most 
important of these is Qasr-i-Sh~rirsn(5,000), near the Turkish frontier. 

Upper Mesopotanziu 
Rural PqztZation.-A scanty rural population is spread out over 

the hill-country, varying in density according to the soil, the water-
supply, the extent to which the inhabitants have suffered from their 
neighbours or the Government, 8rc. The fertile upland plain of 
Diarbekr and the comparatively secure plateau of the Tur Abdin 
have maintained a fair number of scttled inhabitants, but the former 
area-the lowland of Diarbekr-did not before the war contain 
nearly as large a population as i t  might be made to support, and the 
formerly considerable Armenian element was much reduced, if not 
alnlost annihilated, in 1915. As regards eentral Kurdistan, estimates 
published in 1891represent the eastern part of the count~y(along 
the Zab valley and towards the Persian frontier) as more thickly 
populated than the western, but the figures for the eastern districts 
(amounting to about 250,000 for the part of the sanjaq of Hakkiari 
within the limits of our area) were probably too high. I t  is true, 
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however, that in the neighbourliood of the Zab valley the defensi- 
bility of the country had made it the home of a Christian popula- 
tion, which was larger than might have been expected from the 
barren and rugged nature of much of this region. This Christian 
population was for the most part either massacred or expelled in 
1915. I n  southern Kurdistan the population is very small in pro- 
portion to the area of the country. I ts  settled element is mainly 
to be found scattered in the lower valleys north of Erbil, or, south 
of Erbil, grouped here and there among the last foot-hills on the 
edge of the Tigris plains, or, farther east, occupying valleys and 
basins between the lower hills and the higher ranges. 

I n  the plains the sparse population is distributed chiefly in the 
following-areas : (a) in parts of the middle Euphrates valley (as from 
Hrt to Anah, from Abul Kemal to Deir ez-Zor, and from Abu 
Hureireh northwards) ; for the past forty or fifty years the valley 
has been gradually recovering a settled population, after it had been 
nearly emptied by anarchy ; (b) between the rivers on the north- 
western and northern sides of the plain, e. g. in the Sajur district, 
the country south of Urfeh, tbe Nisibin district arid the edge of the 
plain from Nisibin to Jez~ret-ibn-'Omar; moreover a population 
which is at least partly agricultural has been growing up, in spite 
of insecurity, along the Belikh and the Khabar; (c) between the 
rivers, in the Jebel Sinjar and the country at the foot of that range 
to south and east ; (d) east of the Tigris, in the Mosul-Erbil plains ; 
also at various points under the Kurdish foot-hills from Altun Koprii 
down to Kufri. 

Both in the plains and the hill-country of upper Mesopotamia 
nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes pass to and fro on their yearly 
rounds. 

Towns.-The towns of upper Mesopotamia are markets and admini- 
strative centres, and support some small trades and industries. 

There is a group of towns lying on that caravan-route from Aleppo 
to Mosul which has avoided the open plains and tvhe southern end of the 
Qarajeh Dzigh country as too insecure and too waterless, aud has made 
a detour north by Diarbekr. These towns are Birijik (7,000), Urfeh 
(50,000), DiarBelcr (40,000), Nardm (15,000), Nisibin (5,000), Jez~ret- 
ibn-'Omar (5,000), and Zakho (3,000). Of these Diarbekr is by far the 
most. important, for here the route passing west and east is met by 
the main routes from the Black Sea, eastern Anatolia, and Armenia. 
Diarbelrr also has the advantage of its fertile neighbourhood, which, 
among other things, provides raw material for its silk-weaving 
indubtry. 

It is to be observecl that the Baghdad Railway now strikes across 
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the plain of the north-western Jez~reh, which ' the old main route 
avoided, and thus leaves Birijik, Urfeh, and Diarbekr a good may 
to north. 

Moszcl (70,000) not only lies on the trade-route between Diarbekr 
and Baghdad, But is the chief collecting and distributing centre for 
the commerce with central Kurdistan. Here come the raw goods 
exported from that hill-country, and its manufactured imports that 
are sent from Aleppo or Baghdad-from the Mediterranean or the 
Persian Gulf. &loreover Mosul has had some decreasing caravan-trade 
with north-western Persia through Romanduz. I t s  proximity to large 
quarries enables i t  to supply the southern plains with building-stone, 
and its tanneries are supplied with the hides of Kurdistan, but its 
weaving industry, once.famous, has sunk into insignificance, and it  
depends chiefly on the transit of commerce attracted to it by its 
position as a routscentre. 

Of the group of towns north, east, and south-east of Mosul only 
the more important are mentioned here. Bitlis (30,000) in  its gorge 
occupies one of the main gates of Mesopotamia towards the Armenian 
plateau, and to it come routes from Diarbekr and Jezlret-ibn-'Omar ; 
these meet a t  Snirt (10,000) in the Bohtan valley, a place which has 
some small local industries and an export of salt. Tan (30,000), in a 
plain of great fertility, lies outside the limits of our area, but has been 
a market for its north-eastern fringe and the administrative centre of 
all the eastern part of central Kurdistan. Owing to disorders and 
the insufficiency of communication, the trade of Van, in the years 
before the war, was not flourishing. BBs7h QaZ'alb (5,000) lies on the 
Van-Urmia caravan-route, and its position as a meeting-point of 
local tracks made it  an important military post from which the 
tribes were watched. Amadige76 (3,000), on the southern edge of 
central Kurdistan, is a trading centre for the Haklriari country. 

I n  southern Kurdistan Rozitandzrz (5,000), as mentioned above, 
lies on a caravan-route from Mosul to Tahriz, but the roads are bad, 
and the trade is declining. Sz~leimdniyeh(12,000) is the chief market 
of southern Kurdistan, and has a commercial connexion with Baghdad 
in  the first place and with Mosul i n  the second. I ts  plain is naturally 
fertile, but tile place has decayed owing to disorders within and 
around it. 

On the edge of the  hills Erbil (6,000), Altun Koprli (3,000)- 
Kirkuk (20,000), and Kufri (or Salahiyeh :4,000) lie along the Mosul 
-Baghdad road, and from these routes branch eastwards to the hill- 
towns. Taz Khurmatli (1,200) and Kufri have some small trade in 
oil, and the former also in salt? the latter in  coal. On the Tigris 
Tekrit (3,000) lives mainly by the downstream raft traffic from 
Mosul to Baghdad. 
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To turn westwards again, there are a few small towns in  the 
country between Diarbekr and the eastern Taurus, e. g. Farq~n  
(about 800 houses) on the road from Diarbekr to Bitlis, and Lijjeh 
'about 1,000 houses) on the road from Diarbekr to Erzerum. South-
bast of Diarbekl; Midiat (3,000) is the local centre of the Tur Abdin. 
I n  the northern Jezireh Beled Sinjar (2,500) and Tel A'far (6,000) 
lie in  cultivable lands south and east of the Sinjar hills, and Beled 
Sinjar is  the post from which the Yezidis of these hills are watched. 
The Baghdad Railway has yet to make its towns in the north-western 
Jez~reh. 

Lastly there are the towns in  the- middle Euphrates valley below 
Birijik : Deir ez-Zor (12,000) and Anah (5,000). They live partly 
by their position on the valley road from Aleppo to Baghdad and on 
the waterway of the Euphrates (the Anah men are the best boatmen 
on this part of the river). They are also centres of contact with the 
Bedatvis. Deir ex-Zor holds a very important position. Not only is 
i t  near the m0ut.h of the Khabor, but the Syrian Desert to west of i t  
and the Jez~reh to east, being less arid here than farther south, are 
traversed by caravan-routes, from Deir to Damascus on the one 
hand, and from Deir to Mosul on the other. 

Iqzcrease and Decrease 
As there are no statistics of births, deaths, migrations, $c., 

nothing definite can be said about any change in the total number 
of the population. On the whole i t  seems to have been growing 
slowly in  the years preceding the  present war, but the increase i n  
some districts had been at  least partly compensated by a decrease 
(generally due to disorder) in others. (For effect of the war on 
population of upper Mesopotamia and central Kurdistan see p. 88). 

There was a tendency among the nomadic population to settle 
down and take to cultivation. The Turkish Government tried to 
encourage this tendency, but also i n  some degree checked it by 
failing to create confidence or to give adequate protection against 
disorder. 

The inhabitants of the country in  the years before the war had 
lively, though somewhat vague, expectations of benefits to be derived 
from the Baghdad Railway, and the completion of the line would 
probably lead rather rapidly to a considerable shifting in .the dis- 
tribution of the population. 

On the relation of the labour-supply in Mesopotamia to the 
prospects of agriculture see p. 171. 
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Emigration a9zd 1nz9nigration 

There has been .no appreciabIe amount of emigration to other 
countries from Irak. 

From northern Blssopotan~ia there has been .a certain emigration 
of Christians, usually to America; From the vilayet of Dinrbekr i t  
was reported in 1908 that at least forty fanlilies of Armenians were 
leaving every year, in spite of the difficulties put in the way of the 
movement by the authorities. This tendency to emigration had its 
main cause in insecurity ; it had apparently become appreciable 
since the massacres of 1895. There has also been a movement of 
individuals who left their homes to seek their fortunes, intending 
to retu 1.n with their profits. Armenians and Syrian Christians 
emigrated in this way. 

There has been little immigration in recent times-the yearly 
flow of pilgrims to the Shiah shrines in Irak not being considered 
under this head. Persians, to the number perhaps of 60,000 to 
60,000 (including Persianized Baluchis), are sebtled in Irak for 
trade or religion (see p. 116); but there is no evidence as  to the ]*ate 
at  which this settlement has taken place. There were a few Indian 
traders in Irak (at Basra and Baghdad), but they were not much in  
evidence. Persians from the Gulf have lately come to seek work in 
the Basra district, but it is doubtful whether many of these, or of the 
Lurs who come from the hills to work in Irak or Arabistan, are to be 
counted as permanent settlers. Small colonies of Indian Shiahs 
were to be found at  the holy cities of Kerbela, Nejef, and Kazimain. 
Pathans and Afghans used to come to Baghdad to seek their fortunes 
as doorkeepers, or in other employn~ents for which their masterful 
character suited them. Nearly, if not quite, all the Indians in Irak 
before the present war were Mohammedans. 

I t  is often ilnpossible to disentangle racial elements in 3leso-
potamia, especially those of the non-Arab population, and in the 
followii~g lists are included divisions of the population which are 
more clearly marked off by religious and other peculiarities than by 
their race. 

It may be remarked here again that the tendency of most 
authorities is to exaggerate the numbers of the population and of its 
racial and other groups. 
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ARABS 

ATzmbeys and Limits 
The Arabs form the great majority of the population in the plains, 

where other races are hardly found except (a) in some of the towns, 
and (b) on the northern and eastern fringes of the plain country, 

The Arabs of the Jezireh, Irak, and Arabistan may number in  all 
about a million and a half. 

The Mesopotamian Arabs form the north-easterly part of the 
main body of their race. I n  various ways they are in close con- 
nexion with their own people to south and west. 

On the north the limit of the predominantly Arab country is, 
roughly, on a line across the Jez~reh from Jerablas to between 
Jeziret-ibn-'Omar and Mosul. Here, along the fringes of the plain, 
under the spurs of the Qarajeh D&gh and the southern face of the 
Tur Abdin, the Arabs are in  contact with Kurds and Syrian 
Christians. Along this borderland runs the Baghdad Railway. 
West of Mosul there is a large group of Yezidis islanded among 
Arabs in the Jebel Sinjar. 

On the east the Arabs are practically not found beyond the Tigris 
above Mosul, but south of Mosul (which is a predominantly Arab 
city) they share with the Kurds the plains east of the Tigris and 
north of the Jebel Hamrm. I n  the neighbourhood of the Diyaleh 
the Jebel H a m r ~ n  marks roughly the frontier between Arab and 
Kurd, and farther south the boundary between Arabs and Lurs runs 
along the foot of the Fusht-i-Kah hills to the western border of 
Ambistan. 

I n  Arabistan the Arabs hold the greater part of the plains. On 
the northern edges of these plains, in  the districts of Dizftil, Shushtar, 
and Ramuz, they are in  contact with Lurs of various kinds (Sagwand, 
Bakhtiyari, and BaEmai Kahgala). East of the lower Ksran, about 
the Jerrahi and the Hindryan, they have Lurs (Ki~hgalii, &c.) or 
Perso-Arab cross-breeds (Behbehanis) for their neigh bours. The 
inhabitants of the towns under the hills are of mixed blood. 

Modes of Life: Clzaracteristics 
As regards their mode of life, the Arabs of Mesopotamia may be 

divided conveniently into nomads, semi-nomads, and a wholly settled 
element, rural or urban. But it is to be remembered that in fact 
the classes of nomads, semi-nomads, and settled cultivators are not 
divided by hard and fast lines ; the first shades off into the second, 
the second into the third. 
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(a) Nomads.-The nomad Arabs are to be found mostly on the 
borders of the western deserts and in upper Mesopotamia ; there are 
only a few in Irak, fewer, proportionately, i t  seems, than in Arabistan. 
They are pastoral tent-dwellers, and breeders especially of camels, 
sheep, and horses. For mucll of what they eat, drink, and wear they 
are dependent on the urban markets. ,They. are tribally organized. 
Each tribal unit has certain pnsti~re-grounds, which i t  visits or leaves, 
according to the season of the year, its movements being dictated 
by the need of pasture and water. Some of the tribes which a t  
certain times apye:lr on the western l,orders of Irak 01. upper 
~Iesopotarnia,are at others far away in the Syrian Desert m in the 
Nejd. Much of desert policy and warfare hangs on these tribal 
rights over certain areas. A stronger group mill sometimes oust 
a weaker from a part or the whole of the latter's territory, and this 
may set up a wide-spreading movement. Some of the nomad sheikhs 
own, or ha\re sonlo more or less recognized clain~s over, cultivated 
lands in  oases or near rivers; these lands are worked for them by 
negroes or fellahin. 

(b) Semi-nonzuc7s.-The tendency of the nomads to settle down and 
turn to agriculture has had the result that there are a number of 
Arab tribes living in various itltermedinte states between pure 
nomadism and tllo conditioll of \\.holly settled cultivators. The 
process of settlement is liable--especially at  first-to be easily sus- 
pended or broken off;  a tribe nlay do a little cultivation for some 
Years, and then, owing to a with its neighbours or the 
Government, or a failure of its crops, may go off elsewhere. A 
community may cultiv;~te first one piece of and then another 
more or less in the same neighbourhoocl, shifting its dwellings as 
lt moves its fields. The semi-nomads are generally mainly dependent 
on their l i ~ e - ~ t o c k - ~ h ~ e ~ ,  In  thecattle, horses, sometimes camels. 
spring, when there is abundant pasture in the open desert or steppe, 
the greater or a eonsideral>le part of a semi-nomadic tribe will range 
pver the plains with its flocks and herds. Some semi-nomads live 
111 tents all the year round, even where they raise their crops ; 
others have villages of mud or reed huts near their fields. 

(c) Settled Arabs.-Most of the Arabs who can be regarded as 
"holly settled cultivators still keep more or less to their tribal 
organization, hut in some of the most highly cultivated areas Arabs 
belonging by blood to several different tribes will be found living 
together in the some village, and here the tribal bond will be weak 
O r  absent. This is the case on the right bank of the Shatt el-'Arab, 
except in so far as the Sheikh of Mohammareh has kept his hold on 
his tribesmen who have settled on this side of the river. 

YES. I (3 
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Getteral Cl~aracteristics.-The Arab is generally intelligent, quick, 
and impressionable ; often he has a certain subtlety of mind which 
is capable of a high state of culture. But he is slovenly and 
uncreative in practical matters, and is lacking in the power of co- 
op~ration and of sustained labour in the face of difficulties. The 
Arab ideal of conduct is humane, and includes courtesy, generosity, 
and hospiBlity, and may express itself finely in action if i t  is not 
stifled by the desires of the moment. The Arab is often grasping 
and unscrupulous in his pursuit of gain. He  has a natural bent for 
intrigue, is much under the sway of personal ambitions and 
jealousies, and is very much of a time-server. I n  any conflict he 
may be expected to drop a cause which he thinks the loser, but is 
not likely to change sides till i t  seems safe to him to do so. His 
word is generally easily broken unless given under certain forms or 
in certain circun~stances \vhich make it a point of honour with him 
to keep it. For the wilder tribesman blackmail and thievery are 
nornlnl- and proper ways of earning a living. The town-rabbles, 
often of very mixed blood: are generally in bad repute. 

The Arab tribesman is used to continual but fairly harmless 
warfare, made up of raids, loose skirmishes, and running fights. 
H e  frequently commits acts of treachery and he is generally ready 
to rob or blackmail a weaker neighbour ; but in  inter-tribal warfare 
he does not show himself bloodthirsty, and surrenders are readily 
accepted. I n  warfare with regular troops he usually confines liilnself 
to guerilla methods, the harassing of retreats, or sudden but not 
very determined attacks. The Arab is said to be ap  inferior horse- 
master and n poor shot. A really strong wave of religious fanaticism, 
which is :llways to be counted on as ;L possibility in a Mohaminedan 
country, might make the tribid levies far more ditngerous ; but in 
nlodern tilnes the Mtisopotaminn Arabs have had the reputation of 
being comparatively free from fanatical religious feeling. 

As regards his econonlic capacity, the Arab has a certain aptitude 
for trade, but in Illesopotamia he is outrivalled in this respect by 
other races-Jews and Armenians especially. The Bedawi has 
:I contempt for manual labour as degrading. As a cultivator the 
settled or semi-nomad Arab is usually rather slovenly and sketchy, 
and inclined to  take the line of least resistance ; but the conditions 
under wliich lie a t  present works in IHesopotamia are against the 
developnlent of his capacity i n  this respect. The quality of his 
agricultural work has been observed to improve with an improvelne~it 
in  his circumstances ; and it seems quite likely that under a good 
government which gave him security, water (justly distributed), 
and instruction? he \vould be capable of using his opportunities 
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well. Arab labourers are intelligent and give good results when 
put on piece-work and well managed. Labour on a large scale has 
to be obtained through the sheikhs and mukhtars. 

Probably over 90 per cent. of the Arabs of Irak and Arabistqn 
are Shiahs; the Arabs of upper Mesopotamia are Sunnis. (See 
Chapter VIIT.) 

Tribal System 

Outside the larger towns and a few rural areas the tribal system 
prevails among the .Arab population, and tribal custom and the 
authority of tribal sheikhs have been much more potent forces i n  
the social life of the 3Tesopotamian Arabs than Ottoman law and 
administration. 

IIesopotamia has been repeatedly invaded by nomads from the 
Arabian peninsula, and from these immigra.nts are descended the 
Arabs who now inhabit the country. At the present time the :lomad 
Arabs of Blesopotamia and the Syrian Desert 'are regarded by the 
peninsula Bedanyis as forming one great social block with them- 
selves', and, though the Mesopotamian tribes which have talten to 
a more or less settled agricultural life have thereby lost caste in 
the eyes of the Bedawis, they too have retained the memory of 
their peninsular origins and to some extent the sentiment of their 
peninsular traditions. 

The successive waves of Arab invasion have in many instances 
broken up the old tribes or tribal groups into widely separated 
fractions. One p r t  of a tribe, or confederation of tribes, may have 
remained in Arabia, while another is to be found enst of the 
Euphrates. DiRerent sections of a tribe may now be far apart from 
each other in ~Iesopotamia, or some sections may be dwelling on 
the Tigris while others are on the eastern borders of Syria. Where 
such separation has happened, the sentiment of common kinship 
survives, and may still in  certain circumstances be of practical 
importance. 

The largest unit in the tribal world is the group or confederation 
of tribes. Some of these groups are of very considerable size (e. g. 
those of the Muntefiq i n  southern Irak and of the Anazeh in the 
Syrian Desert). The greater groups may contain sub-groups, and 
the tribes again are divided into sub-tribes and clans. Corre-
sponding to these clivisions are sheikhs of various degrees. The 
composition of the tribal group, its divisions and subdivisions, 
the number of its paramount sheikhs and the extent of their 
authority, are continl~ally liable to fluctuation. The power of the 

a ' 2 ,' 
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sheikhs over their tribesmen mill depend on a multitude of cir- 
cumstances, such as their capncit.~, their wealth, their relations with 
other members of their family, the amount of prestige they have 
inherited from their predecessors, or, again, the tribe's relations with 
its neighbou1.s or with the Government. Tribal groups may split 
into two or more divisions, a small tribe nlay be absorbed into 
a larger unit!, or a section of a tribe may break away and become 
independent. I n  general, tribal governnlent depends on the free 
consent of the tribesmen, and that consent has to be obtained i n  
couxlcils where the Arab love of diplomacy and argument produces 
intern~inableand tortuous discussions. 

Disputes between tril)esmen are settled (if they are settled peace- 
ably at all) by the sheikhs and their councils, in  accordance with 
tribal custom, or by the arbitration of holy men. The sanction of 
these decisions lies i n  this, that if they are not accepted the parties 
are involved in the inconveniences of reprisals or the blood-feud. 
But honour may demand that the blood-feud be taken up, and tribal 
vendet.tas have been a terrible scourge of the country. 

Tribal Groups 
The following are some of the more important Arab tribal groups 

in Mesopotamia : 

(a) In. Irak (S~zctlhof Bugltdnd) 
illitntefiq and Ot7he.1- Groups on t71e Lozuer Eztplhrates. BIun te fiq 

tribes are to be found in the country north of Nasirryeh along the 
southern part of the Shatt el-Hai, and in the neighbourhood of the 
Euphrates from Duraji down to Saq esh-Shuyi~l~h, and also (appar- 
ently) below Saq esh-Shuytikh. Tile 3Iunteficl are ' a  large and loose 
confederation of tribes of different origin, all of whom acknowledge 
to ti less or greater degree the overlordship of the Sa'dun clan '. The 
Sa'dun are Sunnis, the tribes under their overlordship Shiahs. Some 
sections of the Nuntefiq are nomadic, but most of them are settled 
or semi-nomadic. They are well provided with modern rifles. The 
authority of the Sa'dun has been weakened of late owing to dissen- 
sions between its members, and the confederation has lost much of 
its former extent and cohesion. Before the war the Beni Ahlilr on 
the Tigris between Kurna and Ezra's Tomb, and several groups on 
the Euphrates belo\\. Saq esh-Shuytikh seem to have broken or 
loosened their connexion with the Nunteficl. The Arabs of the 
Euphrates marshes were then completely out of hand ; neither the 
Turkish Government, nor, in many instances, their own sheikhs, 
could control them. I n  the S4q efi-Shuynkh and Hsmmar districts 
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are tlie JIu,jar)a7~and Belzi X/lrEipan confederations. The Beni  
Huntaid are a confederation north of Nasirryeh and on the left (E.)
bank of the lower part of the Shatt el-Hai. The Beni  ICikab occupy 
the opposite bank. 

Belzi Hzic7tnint. Betw-een Duriiji and Sarns\veh. This large group 
of settled tribes has lately lost much of its cohesion. 

I~ltuxciil. On the Euphrates from Samiiweh up to Ktifeh. A large 
tribe or tribal group, described as 'strong and warlike but not 
naturally piignacioos 'i generally hostile to tlie Anazeh ntid Southern 
Sliammiir. Some sectlons are nomadic, others semi-nomrtdic or 
settled, cultivating rice, wheat, and biirley. The sections in the 
desert are llorselneil arid well mounted ; those in  the Eupllrates 
marshes depend on their nzashhiifs (canoes), like other marsh Ambs. 
Shiahs. 

Beni Hasagz. On the Euphrates in the kazas of Nejef, Shamiyeh, 
and- Hindiyeh. Partly settled, partly semi-nomadic. Shiahs. 

A1 Bii Zj'atlalz. I n  the kaza of Hindiyeh, especially between 
Tawairij and Hilla, and near Tel Nimrod, and in  the Shamiyeh 
kaza about Ja'arah. Cultivatoi-s. 

Junabiyin. On the left bank of tlie Euphrates above Museyib. 
Cultivation. Mostly Sunnis. 

ZobeirZ. A large group between the guplirates in the Bluseyib- 
Hilla region and the Tigris aboye Bogheileh. Among the Zobeid 
tribes are the Beni Ajil, the A1 Ba Sultan, the Xu'amrah. the 
Khafi-tjah, tlie Juheish, and tlie Jebur. Semi-nomads, cultivating 
wheat, barley, rice, and maize, and owning sheep, cattle, horses, 
and camels. Sliiuiis, with some exceptions (e. g. the Beni Aj11). 
The Zobeid are apparently generally hostile to the Northern Shsmmar 
and- friendly to tlie Dil:iini. 

dl L'fi 17lohut1~t1zec7.I n  tho niarshes along the Tigris between Azair 
and Amara ; sections of them are found scattered elsen-here in lower 
Irnl;. A socially inferior people of non-Arab origin. Rice-gronrers 
alld breedels of buffaloes. Well armed with rifles. Shiahs, with 
sollle exceptions. 

Ucni Lcj)rz. On the left barilc of the Tigris between Anlara and 
Icut el-Amara ; also in Arabistnn. Semi-nomadic, rice-growers, 
cattle-breeders ; their horses and camels are reckoned the best in  
Besopot nmia. Good shots, especinlly from the saddle. Shiahs, with 
sollle escey)tioiis. 

Bc~ziBubialt. Kenr ICut el-Amara and on the northern part of the 
Shatt el-Hai. A turbulent tribe. Its fighting strength is estimated a t  
;kbo11t 8,000 rifles. Important sections of the Beni Rabinh are the 
Alllarah (on the right bnilk of the Tigris Lelolv Bogheileh ; about 000 
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fighting men), the Maiyeh (between the Tigris and the right bank 
of the Shatt el-Hai ; about 800 fighting men), the Serai (between the 
Tigris and the left bank of the Shatt el-Hai ; about 500 fighting 
men), the Maqasis (on the right bank of the Tigris above Sheikh 
Satad), and the Kzawam (on the left bank of the Tigris). The Beni 
Rabiah cultivate wheat, barley, and maize ; and o\vn sheep, cattle, 
horses, and camels. They are Shiahs, with the exception of the 
Kan-am. 

S/ta+~zmurToqak. A group of tribes nlainly'on 611e left bank of the 
Tigris from below Baghdad to opposite Bogheileh, and in the country 
between the Tigris and the Persian hills. (It appears that some 
Shammiir Toqah tribes are to be found, at  least occasionally, between 
the Euphrates and Tigris, and west of the Euphrates about Kerbela.) 
Semi-nomads ; cultivate wheat, barley, and maize. Shiahs. 

Part of the Nortltern S1hanznzii;r (see below, p. 104) may conle down 
in winter as far south as the country between Hilla and Azizryeh. 

Three important tribal groups of the Arabian Desert range at 
times on the  borders of Irak south of the latitude of Baghdad. 
These are the Dhafir, t,he Soutllern Slial~lniiir, and the Amarat 
branch of the Anazeh. The D1t~ji.r(reckoned at 2,500 tents) move 
in  summer from the Balin towards the Euphrates about Nasiriyeh 
arid Sanla~veh. They are active raiders and fighters and have been 
hostile to Ibn Rashid of Ha'il. The Sozd1ker.n Sltnntw2ar (Ibn Rashid's 
people) are reckoned at something under 4,000 tents. The Southern 
Shammiir range alfi~ost as far north as Nejef. 011 the Aenarat see 
below under Alzaze7t. 

(b) It&AruDistun 
Jizchaisi12. Tlie Sheilrli of Mohanlmareh, the ruler of southern 

Arabistan, is of this tribe. The Muhaisin number perhaps aboiit 
12,000 souls. They are found along the lower Kiirun between 
Mohammareh and Wais, and on Turkish territory along the Shatt 
el-'Arab between Basra and Mohammareh. Settled cultivators ; 
Shiahs. 

Ka'ab. Mainly in the Fellahrye11 district ; also in 'Abbadan 
Island. They form the largest tribal group in Arabistnn, number- 
ing perhaps about 50,000 souls, and up to some fifty years ago they 
dominated the country. They are now subject to the Sheikh of 
Mohammareh. Settled cultivators ; Sliiahs. The majority of the 
tribesmen are armed with rifles. 

e l On the leR bank of tlie ~ b - i - ~ a r p r  . and lower Ilsriln, 
and east of the K a r i ~ ~ i  towards the Jerralii. Mostly nomadic. I t  
appears that in 1908 between ti half and a third of tile fighting men 
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(who were perhaps some 2,000 i n  all) were armed with rifles. 
Subject to the Sheikh of Mohammareh. 

I n  the Hawizeh district, between the Karan and the Tigris, are 
the large groups of the Beni Tzaruf (20,000 souls?) and the Betzi 
Salelr. (15,000 souls ?), a branch of the Beni l'am~u~z (10,000 souls ?), 
and some sections of the Be9z.i L&r)t. These tribes are mainly semi- 
nomadic, grow rice, wheat,, and barley, and own live-stock consisting, 
in differe~lt proportions, of cut tie, butfi;.tioe~, sheep, do11keys, ho~,ses, 
and cauiels. ('l'he Beni Turtii' are said to own no sheep.) They 
are partly marsh-dwellers and partly range over the dry steppes. 
The majority of the Belii T:trninl are Suilnis, the other tribes are 
Shialis. Before the war a large number of their fighting 111e11 were 
armed with rifles. The Beni Tumf tlre specially noted as turbulent 
robbers. 

Arzujjel~ Mainly on the Diz within 20 pi les  of its mouth, 
on the right bank of the Karnn, and on the Ab-i-Shatait. I\lostly 
semi-nomadic. Fighting-men estimated in  1908 at 1,140, the 
majority armed with rifles. The Anafijeh pay tribute to the Sheikh 
of Mohammareh. 

I n  northern Arabistan the chief Arab tribes are : 
Kcitliir (generally yronou11ced Oltritll,ir). Along tlre Uiz above the 

Anafijeh aud 'between the Diz and the Korkeh. 'l'hey are mostly 
~lomads. Their figlit,ing nlen are all armed wit11 rifles. 

Beit Sa'acl. Along the Diz, wirere they are interspersed with 
the Ksthir, and in the Miyanzib. They are lnoetly hut-dwellers. 
Their fighting men are arnied with rifles, but few of them are 
mounted. They are under the paramount chieftainship of the 
sheikhs of the Kathir, who are believed to be of Beit Sa'ad 
extraction. 

Beni Lam. See p. 101. 

(c) iVortl&of B~tg7idacl 
Dilairn (about 3,000 tents). On b9th sides of the Euphrates, frcm 

Fellnjeh almost to Anah. Their paramount sheikh, 'Ali Suleirnan, 
has a house and palm-gardeos at 12amiidiyeh. Tlre Dilaim are 
Bedznvis, own large numbers of sheep, but do not breed camels. 
They are generally friemdly with tlre Amarat Anazeh and hostile 
to the Northern Shammar and to Beni Hasan and other Shiah tribes 
of lrak. Sunnis. 

Alzazeh. 'I'his people forms a great group of Bedawi tribes, 
probabiy the largest in the Arab world. 'l'hey occupy 'the triangle 
of the Syrian Desert, which has its base 011 the Nefud, about lat. 30°, 
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and its apex near Aleppo, about lat. 36" '. I n  the eighteenth century 
the Anazeh pushed the northern branch of the Shammai* out of t,he 
Syrian Desert across the Euphrates, and have remained at feud with 
that people. It is  to be noticed that the Anazeh are not a con- 
federation ; their large sections are in  general friendly to each other, 
but have their occasional bickerings, and the whole Anazeh people 
has not been known in recent times to act together. The Anuzeh 
are great breeders of hones and camels. They are Sunuis. 

Two great Anazeh tribes range about the middle Euphrates valley 
--the An2amt (about 3,000 tents), and the Fed'an (about 3.500 tents). 
Of these the Amarat are to be found in the Syrian Desert bei;\reen 
Kerbe1:t and Hrt, and also at  tiines move across the Euphrates into 
the Jezireh. Their paramount chief, Ibn Hadhdhal, owns palm- 
gardens at Ghaz~zeh near Kerbela, at Baghdadryeh above Hit,  and 
elsewhere on the Euphrates. The Fed'an (about 3,500 tents) range 
from Deir almost up to Aleppo, and along the lower IChabar. 

Other Anazeh tribes are the Sba' in the central Syrian Desert, and 
the Runyeilall and Wuld 'Ali on the \vestern side of the desert from 
Honls and Hama in the north to the Wadi Sirhan on the south. 
The Ruweilall are Nuri Ibn Sha'lan's people, and they and their 
allies, the Wuld 'Ali and soine snlaller tribes, llunlber about 
7,000 tents. 

The paramount sheikhs of the four largest Anazeh tribes, Ibn 
Hadhdhal of the Amarat, Ibn Muheid of the Fedran, Ibn Sha'lan of 
the Ruweilah, and Ibn Smeir of the Wuld 'Ali, could e:~ch, i t  is 
believed, put into the field from 1,500 to 2,000 men armed and 
mounted on cnnlels with a small proportion of horses. The Sba' 
sheikhs could muster about 1,000 men. 

Northern Sltammur (variously estimated, 'probably a total of 2,000 
tents is not far froill the true figure ; but they have been put as 
high as 10,000 tents'). I n  the Jezireh plains between the  Tigris and 
Euphrates, and occasionally east of the Tigris about the Lesser Zab. 
I n  summer their sect.ions are to be found on the Khabiir and in  the 
plains south of Nisibin and about El-Hudl~r. I n  winter they may come 
down into the 'Aqarqnf region or farther south into northern Irak. 
The Sllalnmar are t.he dominant group in tilo Jezirell ; they are at 
feud with the Annzeh and ge~le~.ally on bad terms with the Kurds to 
north and east. Their ruling house is that of Jerban. I n  the last 
quarter of the nineteen( h cell1 ury the paramount chieftainsllip was 
shared by two brothers of this house, Paris on the lihnbtir and near 
Nisibin, tzncl Ferllnn \vhose head-qr~arters were at El-Httdhr. on the 
Wadi Tartar. In 1911, when the Shainn~ir  were rounded up at  
El-Hadhr by Hasan Riza Bey, Asi, the eldest of Ferhau's sixteen 
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sons, nTas appointed by the Governnlent paramount sheikh of all the 
Norther11 Slian~msc Asi, who is now an old man, frequents the 
3losul region, while his cousins, the sons of Abdul Kerim, Abdul 
Xehsin, and Mohamnled, range on the Khabar. The sons of Fnris 
are said to be of not inuch accouut;. Some of Ferhan's sons own 
land on the Tigris. 

Among the half-settled Arab tribes of upper Blesopotnmia are the 
follou-ing: 

Jcgl~tifc7~(2,000 tents). Euphrates valley, between i n a h  and 'Irsi. 
A1 Bib licnzal (2,000 tents). Euphrates valley, from 'Irsi to 

31eyyadin. 
Ba Huejjt (1,500 houses) and A1 Bfi Hlcyltil (1,200 houses). 

Euphrates valley roulld Ncyyadin. 
Unqqarah (1,200 tents). I n  sumnler near Deir ez-Zor and &alr;tt 

en-Nejrn ; in  winter about the Jebel 'Abdul AZTZ. A despised tribe 
of shzoeya ('herdslnen'), paying tribute to the Shammar. 

Afadlch (2,000 tents). I n  the region of Belikh. A s7ilueya tribe 
paying tribute to the Shaminiir. 

'Assaf (800-900 tents). I n  the region of the Belikh. A s7uc.ega 
tribe paying tribute to the Shammar. 

lC7tcintis (2,000 tents). I n  summer at Membij NE. of Aleppo, in 
winter at 'Ain el-Beidha west of Shedd2di. 

Qegs (2,500 families, 400 nomad). Near the Belikh, and in the 
Euphrates valley as fir north as Jerablas. A fairly powerful tribe. 

FVelcleh (1,000 tents). I n  summer at Qal'at Jabir about 25 miles 
below Meskeneh, in  winter at  Jubb Shair east of Sernj. 
Tarfuzoi (2.000 tents). East of tlie Belilrh. 
Hadidiyin (1,500 tents). I n  summer between Nisibin and Urfeh, 

in winter in the Jebel 'Abdul Aziz. Pay tribute to the Shammsr. 
'Aclzou~z(900 tents). Near Veirnnshellr. Pay tribute to Shaminfir. 
Jcbiir. A numerous group. On the middle Tigris between BIosul 

and Samarra. There are also Jebiir in the neighbourhood of the 
Ichabnr and Rns el-'Ain. They pay tribute to the Shammar. 

lici (2,000 fighting men). Partly near Nisibin, partly east of the 
Tigris itbout the Zabs. A powerful tribe. 

'UZlcid. East of the Tigris between Tel~rit and Kufri. 

' I n  the country bcttvee~i Baghdad and Samirrra and bettween 
Baglidad and Kufri or IL11;xnikin there are a number of minor Arab 
tnbes, partly settled, partly noriladic. Of these may be lllentioiled 
the l ~ l t a x r a jround Beled and Sumeikeh, the Bignt in the neighbour- 
hood of the Jebel Hamrin west of Kufii, and the Beni T n m ~ n z ,who 
are found both east and \vest of the Tigris. There is a, section of 
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the Beni tit mill^ on and east of the Baghdad-Khanikin road 
between Shahraban and Qizil Ribat ; t.heir neighbours here are the 
Bwi bJ7ais. 

LURS 

Mainly in the hills fronl the Pel-sian Gulf to the northern end 
of tlie Pusht-i-I<ah cou~ltry, 30-40 n~iles south of Q;~sr.-i-Sl~irin, 
where they border on the Kurds. I n  northern Arabistan and 
Behbehan Lurs and cross-heeds of Lul; Arab, and Pel.sian blood 
are found i r ~  the plains under the hills. bor Faili Lurs in towns 
on the Tigris and Shatt el-Hai see y. 108. The nunibers of the 
Lurs are very variously estimated. Perhaps the hill-tribes who 
range within the limits of the area dealt with here, includir~g the 
Kahgala, tlie B;~lrhtiyari, the tribes who appear a t  certain seasons in 
the neighboul.llood of Dizfiil, and the Faili Lurs of the Pusht-i-Kah, 
do not amoullt to much more than a quarter of a million souls. But 
moat estimates of these groups would make their total much greater. 

Ethnologically the Lurs are related to the Persians and Kurds, 
though they \vould consider it an insult to be classed with the 
Icurds, whonl they despise. They speak, in various dialects, a 
language of their own ~vhicli is allied to Kurdish and Persian, and 
shows the efl'ects of contact with the Arabs. The Lurs as a whole 
have occupied their country from time iinnlemorial, though par- 
ticular tribes inay liave shifted their ground within this country 
comparatively recently. 

All these groups of mountain-tribes are at least mainly nomadic 01. 

semi-nomadic. They cultivate the ground, and often have permanent 
villages near their fields, but being mainly dependent on their live- 
stock, they are obliged to move with the seasons between the high 
and the low pastures. They live in tents either all the year round 
or when they move from their villages with their flocks and herds. 
I n  general they bear the usual character of wild highlanders. 
The Lurs may possibly supply Nesopotalllia. with a useful quantity 
of labour. They are enlployed alriiost exclusively by the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company, ' whose experience is that t,he Lur is m-ore 
likely to  stay conti~luously at  the same job, and, therefore, better 
i ~ b hto develop into a skilled worliman than the Arab '. 

(u) 1IlI~galfi .  The bulk of the ICtiligalti are a little-known collec- 
tion of mountain-tribes living at the southe1.n end of the moun- 
tain-belt from south of Lurdttgqau to the Gulf. Their country is 
difficult of access, being cut off from the plains by a lofty range of 
limestone mountains. I n  dialect, manners, and custolns they re-
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senlble the Bakhtiyiiri, but they live a more secluded life than the 
lattel; and are wilder and Inore lawless. They are more or less 
nomadic, but their annual iiligrations are shorter than those of the 
Bakhtiysri, and are often restricted to movements between the valley- 
bottoms and the neighbouring mountain-slopes. 

There are also Kahgala in the plains under the hills between 
Behbehan and the Gulf near Bandar Dilam. Some of these are 
nomadic, but most are sedentary. 

The numbers of the non-sedentary I<ahgnla are quite uncertain. 
An estimate of 1910 gives then1 25,000 families (100,000 souls ?), 
but t h ~ s  is probably an exaggeration. 

Soine of the Bahmai Kahgala in the Ramuz district are subject to 
the Bakhtiyari chiefs. The main body of the ILahgala are hostile 
to the Bakhtiyari. 

(b) The Balcl~tiyarioccupy a great area of very difficult mountain- 
country between the plains of Arabistan and the Isfahun province. 
Fro111 the northern borders of Icahgala their territory extends RTW. 
to the upper Diz and the Faridan district. They are for the most 
part semi-nomadic, cultivating patches of crops, but moving every 
year considerable distances between their high pastures (e. g. on the 
~lorthern or north-eastern side of the Garreh mountain) and the 
lower valleys bordering Arabistan. Recently their chiefs have 
acquired a good deal of fertile land in northern Arabistan ; and 
settled Bakhtiyari are to be found here as well as i n  parts of the 
lower hill-country. The Bakhtiyari are of muscnlar build, but 
many of them are more or less broken by fever, rheumatism, and 
eye-diseases. They are described as having the qualities usual 
;Lmong liighland tribesmen-loyalty to tribal ties, courtesy and 
llospita!ity, dirt, thievishness, and a capacity for outbreaks of 
savi~gery. Their chiefs have some tincture of civilization. 

The title of the paramount chief of the Bakhtiyari is Ilkhnn; sub- 
ordinde to hill1 is the Ilbegi; and under these are a number of 
minor chiefs. The paramount chieftainship resides in two families- 
Ilkhani and Haji Ilkhani-belonging to the Haft Lang, the northern 
division of the Bakhtiyari. The custom is that the Ilkha11 be 
chosen from one of these families, the Ilbegi from the other. 

Before the war the Bakht iy~ri  chiefs farmed the tolls on the 
Lynch Road from Ahwaz to Isfallan, and ha6 an agreement with 
Messrs. Lynch for the upkeep of the road and its bridges. They also 
]lad an  agreement with the Anglo-Persian Oil Colnynny by which 
they furnished a guard for the protection of the company's oil-fields 
and pipe-line. 

The rlumbers of the Bakhtiyari are unknown. An estimate gives 
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them 240,000 souls, another would make then1 three times as strong 
as the Kahgala, who are put a t  100,000. Both these estimates in 
their difierent degrees are probably much exaggerated. 

(c) Lurs bet~ueenK7~zcrrctm&bddand Dizfiil. The nomadic Lurs of 
the 11ighl;~nds above Dizfi~l are noted mule-breeders-especially the 
Sagwand. They cultivate patches of ground both in the lower and 
in the higher valleys. The Segwand descend in winter to the plains 
about Dizf'al, where they have made themselves troublesome by their 
depredations. The country between Dizftil and IChurran~~bad had 
been in a state of anarchy for some time before the war. 

( ( 1 )  The E'aili Lzcrs are a group of tribes in Pusllt-i-ICtih under the 
paramount chieftainship of the Vali of Pusht-i-Kah. They cultivate 
thelower valleys in winter and spring, and have some permanent 
villages here, but almost the whole body move into the mountains 
in  summer. 

The summer quartors of the vali have usually been at Deh Bsls 
under the Manisht Kah, on a track from Kut el-Amara to Kirman- 
shah, but in 1916, to make sure that his neutrality would not be 
compromised, he retired to a spot on the Mama River near Zarinabad. 
There are colonies of Faili Lurs to be found in the towns and villages 
on the lower Tigris (Amara, Kut  el-Amara, Bogheileh) and on the 
Shatt. el-Hai (Kut el-Hai, Qal'at Sikr). 

KURDS 

North of Luristan (i. e. north of a line drawn from near Blandali 
enstwarcls to Kangarar) the Kurds are spread over all the hill- 
country which borders the Mesopotamian plain on the east and 
north, and along the edges of the plains under the hills. Within 
our area they are found : 

(a) I n  the Persian province of Kirmanshah and in the $ills of 
southern Turkish Kurdistan ; some Kurdish tribes inoreover spehd 
a part of the year in the plains east of the middle Tigris, where they 
are in contact with .the Arabs. (Beyond the eastern limit of our 
area the Kurds in Persian territory extend about as far as the line 
Miandiiab- Bijar-Knngnvsr.) 

(b)  I n  central Kurdistan, where they live interspersed with other 
elements of the population-Arnlenian and 'Syrian' Christian. 
Some of their tribes move between the high centrnl Kurdish moun- 
tains, or the Van plateau, and the lower valleys and the plains north 
and north-east of b1osul and near Jez~ret-ibn-'Omar. 
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(c) I n  the country between the eastern Taurus ranges, forming 
the northern limit of our area, and the great plains of the Jezrreh. 
Here also they form a part of a mixed population, which includes 
Armenians, 'Syrian' Christians (Jacobites),Turkomans, &c. Kurdish 
tribes descend to the northern edges of the Jezireh plains for some 
months of the year and come into contact with the Arabs. (Beyond 
the eastern Taurus the Kurds are spread over the Armenian plateau, 
and are found in eastern Anatolia.) 

The Kurds within our area probably number less than 500,000. 

Race, Lun,gzcage, lUbdes of Life,Cltaractcristics 
The Kurds are mainly of Iranian stock, but in some regions they 

include a good deal of wreckage and cross-breeds of other i-aces 
(Ammaean, Arab, &c.). and the name covers a very heterogeneous 
collection of tribes. The race is on the whole least mixed in southern 
Icurdistan (Turkish and Persian), though even here on the Turkish 
side there is known to be a certain amount of Arab blood in  some 
of the I<urdish communities. 

The main body of the Kurds speak many dialects of Kermanji, 
n language allied to Persian. The Zaza group of tribes, which speaks 
what may be regarded as a language of its own, though of Iranian 
type, is  found mainly north of the eastern Taurus. Mixtures of 
Kermanji and Aramaic (Syriac) and of Kermanji and Arabic occur 
here and there. 

The Kurds outside the towns are partly nomads or semi-nomads, 
and partly settled cultivators. Almost all are tribally organized, and 
the sedentary as well as the nomad communities are usually addicted 
to tribal feuds, raiding, and general lawlessness. 

Among the nomads and semi-nomads there is t,he movement 
between the lower and the higher grazing-grounds which is usual 
among pastoral hill-tribes. Sometimes they move considerable dis-
tances, e. g. from the neighbourhood of Jeziret-ibn-'Omar up to the 
Van plateau. The tribes who winter in the plains east of the Tigris 
mostly go up in summer to the Persian plateau (e. g. to the Wazneh 
district). 

Nany of the sedentary Kurds are industrious cultivators. 
There is a Kurdish element in  the population of most of the towns 

in the hill-country, and sometimes, a. g. at Suleim~niyeh,Koi Sanjaq, 
Bowanduz, Amadiyeh, Bitlis, it predominates. 

Great differences of character are found among the Kurdish tribes. 
Some are described as very low sets of thieves, e. g. some of the 
tribes frequenting central Kurdistan and others in the Qarajeh Dagh. 
But the Kurds of most tribes-nomad or settled-though they may 
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be brigands and murderers, are fine men in their way, especially 
perhaps where the Iranian blood is purest or mixed only with good 
Arab blood. I t  is remarkable that Englishmen who have travelled 
in ICurdistan generally show a strong lilting for the typical Kurd. 
The other races of Mesopotamia are inclined to look down on him as 
a stupid and dangerous animal ; and the Kurd is often strangely 
ready to adinit his mental inferiority. 

Yet the Kurd often shows considerable practical shrewdness. He 
has not the subtlety and imagination of the Arab, but of the two he 
is the more industrious and capable worker. I n  danger he is steadier 
and cooler than the Arab; he has a better physique (the Kurcl is 
generally of big-bonecl, muscular build ; the small, wiry Zazas form 
a special type which hardly appears within our area). Altogether, 
compared with the Arab, the Kurd has greater physical and mental 
stamina. But he is also more callous than the Arab, and is extra- 
ordinarily reckless abont taking human life. He  is capable at  times 
of extreme brutality ; and of that and of his courage and sin~plicity 
the Turltish Government has talien advantage. On the other hand 
he is often jovial and good-hunloured, hospitable, and in some ways 
frank and loyal, though in war and brigandage he is litt.le hanlpered 
by scruples of good faith. The best Kurdish tribes treat their women 
remarkably well, and respect them. 

As fighters the Kurds are generally brave and determined. The 
semi-nomadic Kurds are admirable horsemen, and it has been thought 
that they might provide material for an excellent monnted infantry. 

The Kurd. has the makings of a good cultivator and a good work- 
man. He has generally neither the good nor the bad qualities that 
are likely to make a successful trader. 

In  religion the Kurds of this area are mostly Sunnis, but there are 
some Shiah tribes among them. (See Chapter VIII.) 

Iitcrcl is14 Tribes 

Of the many Kurdish tribes or tribal groups within our area the 
following are some of the more important : 

(a)  Bettccen Lee.istun a d  the Line BitZis-Sai~.t-Je~i~*et-iZ,n~O~~zar 
(The tribes in this section are amnged approxin~ately in order 

frotn south to north.) 
Xalltzcr (3,000 horsemen ?). In Persian territory ; summer in  

mountains NW. of Pusht-i-Kah, minter in plains of Zohab aud 
Qasr-i-Sh~rin. Mainly nomadic, but some sections are sedentary. 
There are twelve divisions of Kalhur. A powerful tribe. 
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SinjuBi (1!000 horsemen ?). Mahrdesht district ; nomads and noted 
mule-breeders. 

Gzw6lz (3,000 horsemen ?). I n  the country NW. of the Mahidesht 
plain, towards the plain of Zohab where the nomad sections of the 
tribe winter. 

Julf (4,000 horsemen ?). This group winters in the country east of 
Kufri and about Ichanikin, and for the summer moves northwards 
via Halebjeh to the Penjevin district ; a part of i t  has been in the 
habit of going farther and crossing the frontier into Persian territory, 
where it pillaged the country-side. Some sections (e. g. Sadani and 
Badaghi) occasionally winter west of the Diyiileh between Chaman 
Kijprii and Qara Bulaq. The Jaff group, formerly very powerful, is in  
a state of disintegration, the family of its paramount chiefs (the 
Begzadeh of the Pushtainala section) having lost almost all influence. 
The family still owns considerable property in Suleimaniyeh, 
Halebjeh, Penjevin, and Qizil Ribat. The depredations of the Jaff 
were the cause of much friction between Turkey and Persia. 

The Bujlarz, on the left bank of the Diyiileh north of Qasr-i-Shirin, 
formerly belonged tq, the Jaff group, but are now separated from i t  
owing to hlood-feuds, which are still kept up. The Bajlzln used to 
furnish a guard for the Ch~ah  Surkh oil-wells. 

llarnazoand (2,000 souls ?). Between Kirkuk and Suleim~niyeh. 
The centre of the Hamawand country is the Baziyan valley in  tho 
Qarn D2gh. Semi-nomadic. Very famous as raiders and fighters. 

Da.iicliye7h (4,000 families ?). I n  tlle pIains east of the Tigris, on the 
banlrs of the Lesser Zab. Warlike seini-nomads. 

D'sdit~~Ih(or ' Dizzrii ' ? 5,000 fanlilies ?). Between A1 tun 1Copru 
and Erbil and about the Qara Cholc Dsgh ;head-quarters at Makhmur. 
Mainly sedentary. 

Shaa,n (15,000 sottls ?). I n  the hills north of ICirkulc and east of 
Altun Koprii. Apparently a strong but fairly quiet tribe. 

Sheikh Bekrcini (4,000 families ?). Villagers in  country NNE. of 
Altun Icoprii ; move to Wazneh Pass in summer. ' A  great and 
warlike tribe, turbulent and fierce.' Noted robbers. Make Nartini- 
Henry rifles. 

Gircli (6,000 families ?). East of Erbil, about Ashqaf Saqqa ; 
move to Wazneh district in summer. A powerful tribe. 

There is a sedentary branch of the Girdi SW. of Shemsdinan. 
K?tosl&~zao(2,000 families P). About Sliakhlawa. Sedentary ; are 

said to work for the Girdi and Sheikh Bezeini and to be unwurlike. 
There are apparently other Khoshnao south of Rorvanduz about 
Belassan. 

Jlengur (2,000 families ?). L ~ h j a n  plain, Pishdir plain, Raniyeh 
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plain, and, in summer, Wazne11 higl~lands. Warlike semi-nomads. 
(See below under Bilbas.) 

Mnnzaslz (2.000 families ?). About Passova (BE.of Lahjan plain), 
between Suj Bulaq and Lesser Zab, and in Raniyeh plain ; in summer, 
at  Wazneh. (See belo~v under Bilbus.) 

Pirun (900 families?). Lnhjan and Raniyeh plains and Wazneh 
highlands. Semi-nomadic. Warlike robbers. 

Yishdir. In mountains south of Ser Desht; descend to Marga 
plain ; a small tribe, but with tt reputation for being fierce and 
wa1.1ike. 

Bilbas. Given by Sylres as a semi-nomadic tribe of 400 families, 
on the Turco-Persian frontier near Rtiniy~h. I n  llIil. Report on 
E. T.A., vol. iii, 'Bilbas ' is apparently used as a general term for 
a number of tribes on both sides of the frontier in the region of 
Wazneh ; and the agha of a section of Mengur (see above), at  
Elwitan, is described as ' theoretically head of all the Bilbas '. The 
Mamash, who in Mil. Report on E. 2'. A. are placed under the 
heading 'Bilbas Kurds ', are said by Soane to be a section of the 
Mukri of the Suj Bulsq district. 

Baliki (1,000 rifles ?). East of Rowanduz. 
Pirastini (1,100 families ?). North-east of Rowanduz. Sedentary. 
Szcrklzi (300 families?). West of Rotvanduz on both sides of the 

Great Zab. Partly sedentary, partly nomadic. 
Baradost (2,000 families ?). I n  the Baradost district some twenty- 

five xniles NNW. of Ro\vancluz. 
Sllirwa?z (1,800 families?). North-westerly neighbours of the 

Baradost. Sedentary ; warlike. Y 

Zebar (30 villages?). I n  the clistl.ict of that name west of the 
Great Zab and of Baradost. Warlike. At feud with the Sheilths of 
Berzan. 

Berza?z (760 families ?). North of .Zebar on the left bank of the 
Zab. Warlike. The Sheilths of Berzan are holy and therefore 
influential. 

Sltemsdinan (20  villages ?). I n  the Shemsdinan district, under 
the Sheikh of Neri, who derives considerable importance from his 
hereditary holiness. 

Hetiki. A large, widely-scattered group of nomads. Sections of 
the Heriki range i n  the country west, north, and east of Shemsdinan. 
Branches of the Heriki are found near Mosul and also about Erzerum. 
The Heriki are apparently rather a low class of Kurds. They generally 
move in small detachments. 

Sl~ekak(6,000 families?). On the Persian frontier north of Diza. 
A confederation of several semi-nomadic tribes. A southern, nomad 
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branch of tlie Shekak ranges between Bnraclost and the Persian 
frontier. 

Pirzicmisltli. A large group, the head of a confedeiacy of trikes, 
in the Hakl~iari highlands east of the Great Zab valley. 

Hartoslti. A large and powerf~il group, mainly consisting of 
nomads, who range between the Zakho district, on the Mosul plains, 
and the highlands south of Lake Van. Aecording to Sykes the 
Sharafan are the largest section of the Hartoshi (3,000 families) 
and ' descend south of 'Aqreh in spring '. Accordillg to X i .  Bepotst 
on E. T. ,4. the Sharafan number only 150 tents, and the largest 
sections are the Gavilan (300 tents) and the Mamkhoran (15 villages). 
The Gavclan are found in the valley of that name, and also, in 
suminer, on the Maidan-i-Lalislii, and, in  spring, near Zakho. They 
are said by Sykes to have had a bad reputation as thieves. Tho 
Mamkhoran (in the valley of that name and, in summer, on the 
Farishi Yaila) are described by Sykes as 'very warlike nomads '. 

Miran. A large tribe of nomads who move between the Mesopo- 
tamian plains, near Jezrret-ibn-'Omar, and Lake Van. The Niran, 
who have a bad reputation among their neiglibours, were at the head 
of a large confederation in central ICurdistan until their chief, 
Mustafa Pasha, was slain in  battle with the Goyan. 

Goycc9z (1,500 families ?). I n  the Goyan valley near the Hazil 
valley. A strong and warlike tribe under a number of small agllas. 
Partly sedentary. partly nomndic. 

Slzernak1tZi (600 families?). A sedentary tribe near Shcrnakh, 'said 
to be a branch of the Goyan. 

Atrnafzikan (5,000 families ?). A wealthy nomad tribe moving 
between Ti1 and the Mush plain, and frequenting the Bitlis valley. 

(b) 1Vorthel.n Je~1rc7b 
dIilli A great group of tribes which moves 'annually between 

the Qarnjeh Dagh and the Mesopotamian plains near Veiran Slrehr. 
I t  can probably put into the field a few thousand mounted men, of 
whom a fair proportion 11-ould be armed with Mausers. 

Ibrahim Pasha, the late chief of the Milli, made himself the head 
of a great confederacy which included some Arab tribes (e.g. the 
Adwan, reckoned at 1,000 guns). I n  Ibrahim's day this confede~.acg 
was said to  contain 11,000 men armed either with rifles or flint-
locks. Of these fighting men 8,000 were mounted, and from them 
were furnished three regiments of Ilamidiyeh (irregular cavali y). 

I n  1908 the Committee of Union and Progress determined lo  
break the power of Ibrghinl Pasha, :md stirred up trouble in his 

UES, I H 
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confederacy during his absence in Damascus. He  was hurrying 
homewards when he died-' probably from natural causes '. 

He left six sons, who were thrown into prison by the Turks. 
The eldest, Abdul Hitmid (generally known as Hamud), died i n  
captivity; the others-Mamu (now about 30), Ismail (28), XChalil 
Pasha (26), Abdul Rnhman (18). and Tama (16)-were at length 
released, and a part of their father's estates was restored to t,hem. 

Bernxiyeh. A large group of tribes in the Sajur district., including 
nomadic, semi-nomadic, and sedentary sections. They have a reputa- 
tion for briganclage. Partly Arabized ; many wear Arab dress and 
speak Arabic. 

Qarageclti. BetweenVeir~a Shehr and Diarbekr. Nomads. Reported 
by Sylies to belong to the Beraziyeh confederacy and to contain about 
500 families. The illi'l. Report on E. T. A.. vol. iv (1904), reckons 
the Qarageclii at 3?660 guns, about' two-thirds of their fighting force 
being mounted men. I t  gives their rifles as 250, but this number 
may have greatly increased in recent years. The tribe is warlike 
and turbulent. 

Mirart. See above, p. 113. 

OTHER anours 

Turks artd Tur7;onza?zs. (cr) I n  the cities of Diarbekr and Urfeli, 
and in the districts between Diarbekr and the Euphrates there is 
a Turkish-speaking element in the population. There are apparently 
some nomad Turkomans in the Di:rrbekr vilnyet. 

(b) There are settled Turkomans west of llosul at  Tel A'far, ant1 
also in  the plains east of Dfosul. 

(c) There is n settled rl'~~rlcoman population in a narrow strip 
of country along tlie western border of the soutllern Kurdish hills, 
extending from the neighl>ourhood of Altun ICiiprifi through Kirkuk 
to Taz ICliurnlatli. They form the main part of the url~an gopnl n t '  ]on 
at Altun Kiiprii and ICirkuk. 

(cl) In some of the towns of Irak (and especially, it seems, in 
Baghdad) there are to be found persons claiming to be Turks, often 
without justification.. 

(e) There are a few nomad Turkomans in northern Arabistan. 
Syrian C!lt~istia~zs. (,a) Cltul(luea?zs (including both the Arabic- 

speaking and the Syrian-speaking sections, and Clialdaean Uniates 
and Chaldaean 'Nestorians ', see p. 132). These are found chiefly 
in  the countly north and east of llosul, in the plains and lower hills, 
and in  the Hakkiari mo~mtains of central Kurdistnn, on both sides 
9f the Zab valley (and eastwards, beyond the limits of olrr area, in 
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Persian territory in the Urmia-Salmas district). There are also 
Chaldaean communities in several towns-Baghdad, Mosul, 'Aqreh, 
Koi Sanjaq, Kirkuk, Ainadiyeh, Zakho, Jez~ret-ibn-'Omar, Sairt 
Bash Qal'ah, Mardin, Diarbekr. 

(b) Jacobites. These are to be found principally i n  the country 
north and east of Jezrret-ibn-'Omar, on the Tur Abdin plateau, along 
its southern foot, an'd in the neighbourhood of Mardm, the head- 
quarters of the sect. They are found in several towns besides 
Mardin, e. g. Urfeh, Diarbekr, Rlidiat, Nisibin, Jez~ret-ibn-'Omar, 
iVfosul, Sairt, Ritlis, and Baghdad. Jacobites and Chaldaeans overlap 
to some extent, but on the whole the Jacobites are the more veste el-ly, 
the Chaldaeans the more easterly group. 

Possibly both groups together numbered within our area some-
thing between 100,000 and 200,000 before the present war. But 
the 'Nestorian' Chaldaean mountaineers, who may have been 
somewhere about 50,000 strong in 1914, lost terribly in 1915, and 
n large part of them had to  flee to Persian territory. The Jacobites 
suffered a good deal in  certain districts. 

The Syrian Christians probably represent in the innin an Aramaic 
population which lived in upper Mesopotamia before the Arab con- 
quest. But  in the plains and foot-hills they are much mixed with 
Arab blood and ,speak Arabic. In  some of the villages of the Tur 
Abdin, and probably elsewhere, they speak Kurdish. Aramaic 
(Syriac) is the language of the 'Nestorian ' Chaldaeans of the central 
Icurdish mountains. 

The Chaldaeans and ~aoobites of the plains and lower hill-country 
are mainly a rural population of sedentary village-dwelling cultivators. 
In  the towns they are traders and artisans. They work on the 
Tigris rafts between Diarbekr and Mosul, and Chaldaeans of Tel 
Kaif, a village north of iUosu1, used to form the crews of the river- 
steamers on the lower Tigris in  Irak. 

The 'Nestorians' of the Hakkiari country are tribally organized , 
sedentary mountaineers of the ordinary type. They are under the 
Paramount chieftainship of their Patriarch, Mar Shimam, who 
before the war resided at Kochannes near Julzimerk. His Nestorian 
tribes occupied the neighbourhood of the Zab valley from the Tiari 
district, someken or twelve miles north of Amadiyeh, to the neigh- 
bollrhood of the Harefta Dagh above Jul~merk.  They are a brave 
and warlike people, who have fought well against their Kurdish 
neighbours and enemies, and recently against the Turks. 

It may be noted that 'Syrian' is generally used as equivalent 
to Christian in upper BIesopotamia. 

drtttejzia~zs. \Vi thin our area there \vas. in 1915, n considerable 
a 2 



population of Armenians in the northern part of the central Ihrdish 
highlands south of Lake Van, and on the south side of the eastern 
Taurus in the country north o f  Diarl~ekr. The Armenians here 
formed a southward estension of the main body of the race. There 
were large Armenian elements in the population of Bitlis, Sairt, 
Djarbekr, and Urfeh ;there ~vas  an Armenian colony at  Mardin ; and 
there were some thousands of Armenians in Baghdad. 

The total number of Armenians in  upper Mesopotanlia in 1914 
was probably something between one hundred and two hundred 
thoi~sand. On the massacres, deportations, and flight of Armenians 
in 1915, and on the introdrrction of Armenian deportees into the 
plains of the Jezrreh and the middle Euphrates valley see p. 88. 

The Armeniari villagers and cultivators who are (or were) to be 
found in the highlands south of Lake Van, in the eastern Taurus 
ranges, among the southern foot-hills of those mountains, and in 
the lowlands of Diarbekr, were peasants. The urban Armenians 
were merchants, shoplreepel-s, &c. The typical Armenian of the 
towns was an astute man of business and an ardent nationalist, who 
had an iinfortunate faculty for making himself disliked by the 
Government and his neighbours. 

Jews.-There are Jewish communities in most of the towns, 
notably at Baghdad, where ' they seem to form the largest racial 
group. 

The Jews are merchants, usurers, and shopkeepers. The rich 
Jewish merchants at  Baghdad form a very wealthy and influential 
conlinunity, and have to a great extent eclipsed their Mohammedan 
and Oriental Chri4tian rivals. But the mass of Jews in the Meso- 
potamian towns are poor and engaged in very petty business. 

On Jewish places of pilgrimage in  Irak see pp. 134-5. 
Persians. There are Persian conlmunities in the towns of 

Arabistan. I n  Irak they are to be found in many of the towns, 
but are concentrated especially a t  the Shiah holy cities: thus a t  
Kerbela they form the majority of the population, at Nejef about 
a third. At Baghdad there are some thousands of them, and 
they occur in the towns of Kurdistan, where the most important 
Persian colony on the Turkish side of the border seems to be that 
at Suleimnniyeh. 

Yezidis. Their main strength is in the Jebel Sinjar, which {;hey 
have to themselves. They occur between the Jehel Sinjar and 
Mosul. There are a good many Yezidi villages in the country 
east and north of Mosul. At  Sheikh Adi, some twenty-seven miles 
north of Mosul, is the principal Yezicli shi-ine. 

The Yezidis speak a dialect of Kurdish, and probably have more 
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or less .Kurdish blood, i n  them, but they form a very distinctly 
marked group, owing to their peculiar religion, which has cut then1 
off' from their neighbours and has made tlleln disliked and feared by 
Moslern and Christian alike (see pp. 133-4). They are mostly settled 
uult.ivators, though there are some Yezidi nomads between Mosul 
and the .Jebel Sinjar. Travellers generally describe them as a harm- 
less, peaceable folk, but the Yezidis of the Jebel Sinjar appear to 
be a rather mild set, capable of fighting in their own defence and 
of raiding out into the plains, as they are said to have done iu the 
present war. 

The Yeziilis of the Sinjar are organized in a number of tribes. 
Of these the most important at  present appear to be : 

The Bakura (under Mahmud e-Uz or el-Bajmal), who number only 
about 100 fighting-men, but are renowned for their fierceness. Their 
chief is said to control the northern part of the Sinjar, perhaps by 
having the Jowana (400 inen) and the Aldaki (100 men) as his allies. 

The Hiran (under Kalil e Kesum), numbering about 600 fighting 
men. The head-quarters of their chief are at Sukeni (Sekenik ?) in 
the south-west part of the Sinjar, and he is said to control the 
southern part of the region. 

The Sanlukha (under Mato Lalo or Ahmed Lalo) in  about six villages 
in the plain to north-west of the mountain. .Their strength is esti-
mated at  1,200 guns. Their chief guards the Sinjar on the west. 

According to another account the paramount chief of the Sinjar 
Yezidis is Hamo Sharo, who is said to be about 85 years old asd to 
live at Millik in the centre of the Jebel Sinjar. (He may be the 
Halno Sharo mentioned elsewhere as chief of the Fakir tribe.) The 
same account gives the following Yezidi tribes of the Sinjar country 
as important : 

'Mairi Khan ' (possibly the Mihrks, 200 guns, east of the Silljar 
mnge) ; chief, Sheikh Daad. 

'Taraf ' (possibly the tribe called elsewhere the Jefra, 60 guns, on 
the north side of the mountains) ; chief, Husein Birjis. 

'Hassi Khan' (the Haska, 200 guns, on the north side of the 
range) ; chief, Ami. 

Samukha : see above. 
'Kharan '*(?); chief, Khidhr. 
JIandi Klian (possibly the 3Iendika, ;JUO gulls, on Soluk Cllai); 

chief, Jirdo. This tribe is said to be 3Iohammedall. 
Hababa (400 guns, in the middle of the range) ; chiefs, Adhi Ismail 

and 'Ali Khidhr. (According to another account an 'Audi Ismail ' 
is chief of the Delka, 100 guns, east of Beled Sinjar.) 

Sabians. I n  lower Imk,  chiefly a t  Nasiriyeh. They are said not 
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to number more than two or three thousand. On their religion 
see p. 134. They are craftsmen-boat-builders, goldsmiths, kc. 

Circassiarts. Very few are left of the Circasslan Mohammedans 
settled in Mesopotamia by the Turkish Government after the Russian 
war of 1877-8. Their numbers have been reduced by their failure 
to adapt themselves to t,he climate and by quarrels with their neigh- 
bours. There are small Circassian villages at Ras el-'Ain and at 
Raqqah. There appear to be a few Circassians in the vilayet of 
Diarbekr. They are a high-spirited, warlike people. 

Iftdians, Afghans, Patlzans. Mostly at Basra, Mohamnlareh, Baghdad, 
Kerbela, and Nejef. They have been noticed on p. 95. 

Unimportant groups are : the Shabbuks, of unknown origin, living 
east of the middle Tigris, apparently in the region of Erbil ; they 
are said to number about 500 families (see further p. 155) ; the 
Bajwan east of Mosul, estimated at 800 families ; and the G@sies 
(Nozuar) near Hovek and Urfeh. 

Lastly, in the Diarbekr vilayet there are a few Qizilbas7z com- 
munities. The Qizilbiish, most of whom live on the Armenian 
plateau and in eastern Anatolia, speak a dialect of Kurdish. Theh 
origin is unknown. 

Europeans. The total number of Europeans resident in the countiy 
before the war was perhaps between two and three hundred ; they 
were missionaries (French, British, and American), representatives 
of commercial enterprises and engineers (chiefly British and German), 
consuls, and archaeologists. The missionaries were principally in 
upper Mesopotamia ; the Europeans engaged in business or. engineer- 
ing were mostly in Irak and Arabistan. The principal European 
business communities' were at Baghdad, Basra, and Ilvlohammareh. 
Except among the missionaries, there were hardly any Europeans 
who were permanently settled in the country. 

I n  lower Mesopotamia Arabic, Lur dialects, Kurdish dialects, 
and Persian we spoken, the distribution of languages following 
the distribution of races described above. 

Arabic naturally predominates in  Irak and southern Arabistan, 
but Persian has considerable importance for commerce, especially of 
course in Arabistan and Kirmanshah. 

I n  upper Mesopotamia, Arabic and Kurdish are the principal 
languages ; of these Arabic is far the more in~~~or tant ,  for colnlnercial 
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purposes, being not only generally spoken in the plains of the 
Jezireh, but being also more or less in  use and understood at such 
trade-centres in the northern hills as Urfeh, Nardin, Diarbekl; Sairt. 
I t  is of course the predominant language at Mosul. At the trade- 
centre of Suleimaniyeh, while Kurdish is generally spoken, Persian 
is widely understood. 

Various dialects of Turkish are spoken by the Turks and 
Turkomans, 

Other languages ;ire Arn~enian and Syriae. The latter is spoken 
by the Christian tribes i n  the highlands of central Kurdistan. See 
above, p. 115. 

I t  may be noticed that there are marked forms of patois here and 
there, the result of a mixture of languages. For example, Shushtar 
and Dizfal has each its own speech, apparently compounded of 
Arabic, Lur, and Persian. 

As regards European languages, the commercial and social pre- 
dominance of French i n  other parts of the Turkish Empire has 
its influence on Mesopotamia. There is a certain acquaintance 
with French to be found among members of the business class 
in the chief trade-centres. The higher Turkish officials usually 
had some, though often a very imperfect, knowledge of this language ; 
and it has been spread by the educational work of French Catholic 
missions as well as by Jewish schools. Before the mar some 
knowledge of English was possessed by persons-chiefly Christians 
of northern Mesopotamia-who had visited America or had been 
educated in American mission schools. A few men of business 
were acquainted with English, but i t  seems to have been much less 
\videly known than French, even where, as a t  Baghdad, Britisli 
commercial irifiuence was predominant. Since 1914 acquaintance 
with English has naturally spread uniong the population of the area 
occupied by the British. 

While Kerbela and Nejef are flourishing seats of Shiah religious 
learning, the'general level of education among the Mohammedans of 
&Iesopotamia is very low. I n  the elementary schools attached to the 
mosques the pupils are taught to r?pent, read, and copy the Koran. 
In  the Holy Cities are more advanced religious schools. Turkish 
Government schools (mostly primary) existed in  and near some of 
the principal towns. But in subjects other than Blosleai theology 
and religious law the most important educational work done in the 
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country has been that of the mission schools (A~llerican, French 
Catholic, and English), ~vhose influence was exercised chiefly on the 
Oriental Christians. There are also Jewish, Armenian, and 
Chaldaean schools. Thus the native Christians and Jews have been 
considerably better educated for practical purposes, such ;is business, 
than the Mohanlmedans. 

In  the area occupied by the British the organization and extension 
of education have been taken in hand. 



CHAPTER VIII 

RELIGIONS 

I.jIam-Christian sect a-Yezidis-Subiiu~s- Jews-Qizi h s l  and Sliabbaks. 

THEpreponderance of Islam in Mesopotamia rests not only on 
the great numerical superiority of Moslems over non-Moslems, but also 
on the historic part played by Irak in the developn~ent of the Nohanl- 
lnedan power and faith. It was here that the events occurred which 
gave birth to the Shiah schism, here too was the seat of the Baghdad 
Caliphate, and here--at Kerbela, Kazimain, Nejef, and K~feh-are 
shrines venerated a t  least equally with Necca and Medina in Shiah 
Moslem estimation. 

The tenets of Islam, which claims to be a divinely revealed religion, 
given to the world by Mohammed as the last of a successjon of inspired 
messengers, may be briefly summarized under (0)Boctrine, (1)) TVors7tip. 

(a)The doctri~~o and practices are to be found in (i) the Book of God-
the Kor;~u--\~-l-hich was sent down from the highest heaven to Gabriel 
in the'lo~vest, who revealed it in turn by sectioiis to &lohammed ; 
(ii) the collections of tradition (/tadit?&) containing the sayings and 
manners of life (stcnna) of the Prophet ; (iii) the use of analogy (qiyas) 
as applied to (i) and (ii) ; (iv) the universal consent (ijnza) of the 
believers. Orthodox Islam recognizes the Koran as the work not 
of Mohammed, but of God ; but Moslem theologians recognized 
some revelations as inconsistent with others, and so developed the 
doctrine of rcasikl& and ntansztkh (abrogation), whereby it is taught that 
in certain definite cases a later revelation supersedes an earlier. 
Upon the nature of God Isla111 is very explicit. God is one and uni- 
lTersal from the beginning, His  unity being enq~hasized as against 
the Christian Trinity. The cosmology of Jlohanluledanism is  too 
elaborate to be here reproduced, but sonle reference to its ethics is 
essential. These latter are based on belief (imatz,), good works, 
complete surrender to God's will (islam)AS the necessary condition 
of religious life, and fear of His judgement. The eschatology of the 
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Koran includes resurrection, last judgement, paradise, and hell. 
Qiyus is the process by which a belief or practice is justified on the 
ground that something similar is expressly enjoined by the Koran, 
tradition. or Gmn. Ijma is the universal consent, which is held to 
justify practices or beliefs, although they are not wsrrantecl by the 
Koran or tradition, and may be inconsistent with the teaching of 
one or both. Law in  Mohammedan countries is in theory essentially 
religious. b:lsed on the Koran and the traditions (see further on this 
point pp. 146-7). 

(b)  The acts of worship enjoined by Islam are five in number :(i) the 
recital of the creed ; (ii) observance of the five daily prayers ; (iii) fast 
in the month of Ramadan ; (iv) giving of alms ; (v) the pilgrimage to 
Mecca. The creecl ('there is no God but God, Mohammed is the 
messenger of God ') is the niain article of belief, to be professed 
witllout hesitation at any time until death. The prayers consist of 
prescribed ejaculations, petitions, and recital of parts of the Koran, 
accoii~panied by certain gestures of the body, a t  the following five 
stated times : dawn, just after noon, before sunset, just after sunset, 
and after the day has closed. The worshipper must be in a state of 
ceremonial cleanness, for which certain ablutions are required. I n  
order to prevent contact with anything unclean, prayer is usually 
performed on a praying-carpet. The extent to which this obligation 
is discharged varies greatly in  different places, and with social and 
other conditions: it is on the whole more scrupulously observed in 
the towns than in the desert, and by the poor than by the rich. 
Where prayer is offered in  assembly, there is  a leader who repeats 
the forululne in front of the congregation. The mosqzce, ,where 
public prayer is offered, has one or more minarets, from the top of 
which the ~n.nzcez,&z call the devout to prayer a t  the appointed time. 
Attendance at public prayer is theoretically obligatory on Fridays at  
noon, wvhen a short sernion of about 5 minutes' length is delivered. 
Hostility nlay be aroused by Christians who at any time enter, or 
show curiosity in, a mosque ; this applies especially to the principal 
Shiah mosques. The fast is in the month Ramadan, 'wherein the 
Koran was revealed' : it is perhaps borrowed from the Jews or 
Eastern Christians. By fasting is meant abstinence from food, 
solid and liquid, and from smoking from sunrise to sunset. Owing 
to the fact that the Moslem calendar is lunar, Ramadan falls a t  dif-
ferent periods in different years. I n  1919 i t  will last from May 31 
to June 30. The fast, when it  comes in summer, is ,z cause of 
great suffering to those who observe it, who are the same class as those 
who perform their prayer with regularity. So far as is possible tlie 
inconvenience is met by sleeping in  daytime, The fast is thought 



not to be incunibent on those wllo are tra~elling or on service, though 
they should compensate for such neglect by fast'ing at another period 
of the year. The day which follo\vs the end of Ranladan is one of the 
great feasts of the year, the other being the tenth day of the month 
of pilgrimage. That mor~tli in 1919 will begin on August 28. 
Other feasts are not common to the whole Mosleln world, but are 
rnerely sectarian. Alt~tsare of two kinds, legal and determined (xakat), 
and voluntary (sadagat). The pilgriplzuge (Hajj) is to be performed 
once by every 3loslenl ' if he is able ', that is, if he can provide or 
obtain the means to support himself on pilgrimage and his family 
during his absence, and if he is physically capable. 

Food and.Drink Taboos.-.The pig is as nluch of an nbonlination to 
the Moslem as to the Jew, from whom this taboo seems to have been 
taken over by Islam. The normal sentiment is also very strongly 
against the use of wines, spirit,^, &c.; though there is a certain 
amount of laxity in this matter among Moslems accustomed to 
European ways. The use of tobacco is very widespread, though it  
has been condemned by certain of the more recent sects, and opinion 
in religious circles has recently been setting against it. 

The two chief denominations of Islalll are the Sunni and the 
Shiah sects. I n  the southern part of our area-that is, in Irak, 
Arabistan, and the neighbouring Persian highlands-the very great 
lllajority of Moslen~s are Shiahs. I n  the north-that is, in the 
Jezireh and i n  Turkish Kurdisttzn-the great majority of Moslems 
are Sun~lis (the Arabs of the Jez~reh are practically all Sunnis ; there 
are some Shiah tribes among the Kurds). I n  Baghdad there are 
more Sunnis than Shiahs. Persia is Shiah, Arabia Sunni. 

I n  northern Irak are the Shitih holy cities, the objects of Sliiali 
pilgrimage from all parts of the world, and especially from Persia 
and India. (See immediately below and p. 125.) 

(a) Shia7h Sect 

The division between Sunni and Shiah is based primarily on 
political theory. The Sunnis regard as legitimate successors of the 
Prophet the first three Caliphs who ruled as heads of the Moslem 
community, whereas the Shiahs hold that they and all the Caliphs 
who followed them were usurpers, the rightful succession lying i n  
their view with 'Ali, the cousin and son-in-law of the Prophet, and 
with 'Ali's descendants. 'Ali himself, who was assassinated at Knfeh, 
his son Hasan, who is said to have been murdered at  the instigation 
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of the Caliph Mo'awiyeh at Medina, and above all Husein, the second 
sou of 'Ali, who with his followers was slain a t  Icerbela by the 
troops of Yazid, Mo'awiyeh's successor, are venerated by the Shiahs 
,as martyrs and even as semi-divine. These persons, in the senti- 
ment if not i n  the theory of the Shiahs, almost take precedence of 
the Prophet himself. Shiah religious feeling centres especially 
round the story of Husein's death, which is commemorated 011 the 
10th Moharrem, the first month, which in 1919 will begin 011 

September 26. The inspiration and semi-divine powers that belonged 
to the true head of the Moslem world were continued in  a series 
of Inzants or Ma7zdfs, the last of whom is believed to have dis-
appeared mysteriously either at Nejef or at Samarra in A.D. 873. 
This Imam, or a reincarnation of Husein, is expected to return 
some day to establish the true faith among men. Meanwhile the 
Shiahs n ~ a y  give their adhesion to the constituted temporal autho- 
rities of the countries in whicll they live. The Sultan of Turkey 
may be obeyed as Sultan, though not as Caliph. 

The Shiah system of belief, which arose in Irak and spread to 
Persia and India, has accumulated round it much mystical theology 
and philosophy which are abhorrent to Sunnis as perverting or, 
in their view, contradicting the revelation of the Koran. The 
sects also differ in a number of points connected with ceremonial : 
e. g. whereas the Sunnis recognize meat slaughtered by Jews and 
Christians as lawful, the Shiahs do not. 

Shiah S7wines in J1csopotamia.-The Shiah shrines of Mesopotamia 
may be divided into three groups : (i) those connected with the death 
of 'Ali, (ii) those connected with the battle of Kerbela, and (iii) those 
connected with Inlnlns later than Husein. 

(i) Sacredplaces associutecl zuitlb the death of 'Ali.-The spot where 'Ali 
received his mortal wound is still shown at  Kafeh, enclosed by iron 
gratings, in  the great mosque 1+ mile from the present town. His 
reputed tomb is at  Nejef, though some authorities maintain that he 
was buried where he fell, a t  Kafeh. The tomb rises in  the centre 
of the town of Nejef, and surpasses in splendour even the shrine 
of Husein at Kerbela. The town about it contains a population of 
30,000, most of whom live on doles from pilgrims. 

(ii)Sacrcdq~Zacesconnccteclzoitl~the buttle of Xe~.belcc.-The authenticity 
of the shrines at  Kerbela is not disputed. They are five in number : 

1. The tomb of Husein, called Dargah Hazrat Husein, stands in 
the old town towards its western end. It consists of a large enclosure 
(Sa7an) with seven entrances, in  the midst of which stands the Harat~z 
or  sanctuary proper, surmounted by a lofty dome. The 72 martyrs 
(Shzchada), who died \%-it11 Husein, are buried in the same place. . 



RELIGIONS 126 

2. The tomb of 'Abbas, half-brother of Husein, is situated 
farther east. It is similar to, but smaller than, Husein's. 

3. The Kltaima7zga7~ marks the site of Husein's tent before the 
battle. It is small and unpretentious. 

4. ~ 1 1 6  tomb of Aun, Husein's sister's son, is 7 miles NE. of 
Kerbela on the road to Museyib. 

6. The tomb of Hurr, who joined Husein from the ranks of his 
enemies just before the battle, is 3 miles to the north-west. 

(iii) Sacr-ed places co?znected with the later I91tdnas.-At Kazimain 
is the burial-place of the 7th and 9th Imams, Musa-bin-Tafar and 
Mohammed-bin-'Ali (IFadIti??~,' the self-constrained '1. The tombs of 
the 10th and 11th Imnms, 'Ali-bin-Mohammed and Hasan-bin-'Ali, 
are to be seen at Samarra, where also a well is exhibited, said to be 
the scene of the disappearance of Mohammed-bin-Hasnn el-Mahdi, 
12th Imnm. Other minor shrines are those of Abul Qasim and 
Seyyid Ibrnhim at Museyib ; EIamzah and Yasim at Hilla ; and Ibn 
el-Hasan, the Banat el-Hasan, and Ibn  el-Hamzah near Tawarrj. 

The management of these Shiah shrines is vested in the Auqaf or 
Department of Religious Endowments. At each principal shrine 
there is a custodian (h-ilidclar), chief attendant (sark7$idma7t), and lesser 
attendants (kltadim). The Auqaf are responsible for the finances of 
the shrines, which are supported partly by large endowments in the 
shape of lands, houses, and shops, partly by special contributions ; 
and for the sacred treasure, the value of which is not known even 
approximately to outsiders. 

Sl~ia7b Pilgrimages.-A pilgrimage to the shrines of Irak is con- 
sidered by Shiahs to be highly meritorious, more especially because 
it  is voluntary, instead of being obligatory like the Hajj to Mecca or 
Medina. There is no fixed time for these pilgrimages, though certain 
days of the Mohammedan year are considered more auspicious than 
others for the performance of the ceremonies prescribed for visitors 
to the holy places ; consequently pilgrims arrive and depart a t  a11 
seasons of the year, preferably however in winter, between November 
and April. Two routes are commonly follo~ved :pilgrims from north- 
western Persia cross the frontier a t  IChanikin ; those from southern 
Persia, India, and the Persian Gulf arrive by sea at Basra. I n  ordinary 
circumstances 150,000-200,000 pilgrims may visit Mesopotamia in 
a year. Probably far more have made the journey in  recent gears, 
and there is also an immense pilgrim traffic from within the 
bounds of Mesopotamia itself. Some aspects of these migrations 
have already been discussed, for instance their share in the dis- 
semination of disease (p. 6S), and they supply a considerable stimulus 
to trade both external and internal. Each band of pilgrims 
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has a conductor, 1%-ho carries a flag inscribed with a text from 
the Koran or with the names of the In~iiins. Pilgrims coming by 
land from Persia ordin;irily visit ICaximain first, thereafter pro-
ceeding to Kerbela and Nejef; ancl this is the course followed 
by most of the pilgrims from the Gulf, who take the river-steamer 
from Basra to Baghdad. Arrived at the shrine, the pilgrim first 
purifies himself by certain prescribed ablutions. A t  the threshold 
he seeks the saint's permission to approach, circumambulates 
the grave three times, and fir~ally prostrates himself twice before 
the tomb, to an accompaniment throughout of prayers and reci- 
tations. The visit to the shrine is called ziyiiret: and the pilgrims 
provide themselves at  the shrines with rosaries, tablets of sacred earth 
(tztrbali), and shrouds for future use, stamped with texts from the 
Koran. 

Consecrated Sltiah C'e~~zcteries.-The desire for burial in sacred 
ground at  one or other. of the holy places in Irak is based upon 
the belief that the protection of the saint there buried is thus 
assured. The principal Shiah cemeteries, apart from the shrines 
themselves, in whose precincts burials also take place, are the 
folloiving : the Wiidi es-Saliim (' vale of peace ') a t  Nejef ; Wndi 
el-Aoman (' vale of security ') at kerb el:^ ; Blaqabir el-Quraish at 
Kazimain ; and Tnrmah at  Samarra. Corpses are brought for 
interment in one or other of these places by caravan in wooden 
coffins covered with thick felt. A pack-animal with a coffin slung 
each side of i t  is one of the comn~onest objects to be encountered 011 

a journey from Icerbela to Baghdad. The cost of burial in this way 
is by no means nominal. Apart from the expense of carriage, the 
Turkish Government chargecl the equivalent of nine shillings for an 
import pas?, half this sum being levied in addition for sanitary 
purposes. Corresponcling fees, but on a lo\ver scale, \Irere levied on 
the transportation of 0ttoman Shiah subjects. Quite independent 
again were the charges for actual interment, ~vhich varied from f40 
(at Ruwaq in Ne.jef) to 7s. 2cl. (at San~arrca). 

The introduction of bodies from countries where epidemic diseases 
prevail has been fro111 time to time interdicted by the Porte, and 
since 1897 the importation of bodies from India has been prohibited 
on account of bubonic plague in that country. 

Slzial~Jfi.4jta1~itls.-The term Jltcjtaliirl was originally applied to 
any Muss~llman divine who had attained the highest eminence in 
his profession. But at  the present clay it  is in use only among 
Shiahs. The modern Shiah Nujtahid combines in  himself several 
functions: lecturer on BIohainmedan law and theology, judge of 
ecclesinstical suits, and registrar of wills and other documents, The 
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ascendancy which the recognized Mujtahids enjoy is very reinark- 
able. Among Shiahs their word is law: they disburse large sums 
received from their co-religionists for sacred and charitable pnr-
poses ; and occasionally they exercise strong political influence, 
even in .opposition to the established governnlent of the country. 
The Mujtahids of Nejef and Kerbela are the most distinguished, 
their aubhority predominating throughout the entire Shiah world 
over that of all other Mujtahids: collectively they are known as 
Aatabalz, ' the  Threshold '. Though some 2,000 claimants to the 
title exist at Nejef and 200 at Kerbela, inquiries made in 1903 
elicited the fact that not more than 41 enjoyed undisputed authority. 

(b) Slcgzni Sect 

The historical origin of the difl'erences between Sunni and Shiah 
has been notecl above (p. 123). For most non-Arab Sunnis the Sultan 
of Turkey is Caliph, but his claim is little regarded by most Arabs. 
The Sunnis profess an unquestioning faith in  the Koran, and in the 
accepted Tradition (szc~z~za),which is a record of the sayings ancl 
doings of the Prophet that serves as a supplement to the Koran. On 
this basis four principal systems of Sunni law have arisen. The 
official code of the Ottoman Empire, in so far as it is still truly 
Moslem, is that of the Hanifite school. The Shiahs in theory reject 
the authority of the Sunni Tradition altogether, but in fact their 
lam is to a great extent borrowed from the Sunni schools. 

The Arab Sunnis of nlesopotanlin are said to 110 on the whole not 
fanatical. Sunni feeling is now apparently stronger among the 
Kurds. The Government of Constantinople has done much in 
recent years to encourage Sunnism anlong the Kurdish tribes, in 
the hope of increasing their respect for the Sultan as Caliph. This 
policy apparently had a considerable measure of success in Abdnl 
Hamid's reign. The most important Sunni shrine in Nesopotamin 
is that of Sheikh Abdul Qadir Gilani, at  Baghdad. This Abdul 
Qadir (A. D. 1077-1165) mas a Sufi preacher of renown in his day, 
being credited with miraculous powers. His mosque and tomb. 
honorifically known as ' Janab Ghauth el-Adham Dastgir ',form not 
01lly one of the principal sights of Baghdad, but a religious centre 
frequented by S u n ~ ~ u s s u l m a n s  from regions as remote as Afghani- 
stall and India. Poor pilgrims are gratuitously supported, an(! 
sonletimes as many as 4,000 loaves of bread issue in a single day 
from the kitchens of the Pir-i-Dastgir. Other Sanni shrines exist 
in Irak, but none comparable wit4h tlit~t of Sheikh Abdul Qadir, 
sl~clr being the D1avm Yunas at Kofeh ;und tomb of Ezekiel nt Kifl, 
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though the latter is more venerated by Jews than bIussulmans, 
Much the .most influential Sunni i n  &Iesopotamia is the Naqib of 
Baghdad, t'he official head of the Arab comnlunity in that to\\-n. 
Appointments to the Naqibat have been made by the Sultan hereto- 
fore, but in practice the succession is treated as hereditary : nor can 
there be any doubt that the importance of the Naqib in the present 
day depends much less upon Turkish recognition than upon his 
descent and position as the custodian of the shrine of Sheikh Abclul 
Qadir Gilani. I t  is \vorthy of note that extreme deference is paid to 
the Naqib of Baghdad and his family by many of the most influential 
and wealthy, as well as the humblest and poorest, of Indian and 
Afghan ilfoslems. Compared with this high dignita~y of Baghdad, 
the Sunni Naqib of Basra is an inferior being, whose importance 
depends chiefly on his wealth and employment by the Turkish 
Government in political affairs. 

Some information regarding the numbers, distribution, organiza- 
tion, &c., of each of the various Christian sects which are represented 
in Mesopotamia and Kurdistan will be found on pp. 131-3. 

The great majority of Christians living in this area are to be found 
in the vilayets of Dial-bekr, Bitlis, Van, and Mosul. There are also 
Christian communities in Baghdad, Basra, and some other towns of 
Irak. It is said that in the years preceding the mar many Christians 
were driven by the attacks of the Kurds to migrate from the north 
to the towns of Irak. I n  northern Mesopotamia the term 'Syrian ' 
is equivalent to 'Christian '. 

I t  will be noticed that the Christian bodies dealt with on pp. 131-3 
may be divided into three groups : (a) the independent Asiatic 
Churches (the 'Gregorian ' Church of Armenia, the 'Nestorinn ' or 
East Syrian Church, and the Jacobite or West Syri:~n Church) ; 
(b) the bodies called Uniate, which, while they are derived from 
one or other of the independent' Churches, are now in con~m~~n ion  
with the Ronlan Catholic Church (Armenian Uniates, Chaldaeans, 
Jacobite Uniates, or Syrian Catholics) ; (c) a miscellaneous group, 
including Protestant converts from the independent and Uniate 
Churches (chiefly Armenian), and secessionists like the New 
Chnldaeans, and Orthodox Armenians. 
Origin of the Inde9endelzt Asiatic Churc7tes.- (i) The Church of 

Armenia derives its name Gregorian from St. Gregory the Illuminetor 
(A. D. 255-326), who brought about the conversion to Chriatinnity of 
the main part of the Armenian nation. As Armenia was n country 
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over which the East Roman Empire of Byzantinm exercised only 
a loose and intermittent protectorate, it was natural that the 
Armenian Church should gradually lose connexion with Byzantine 
ecclesiastical organization and doctrine ; and finally, i n  the middle of 
the sixth century, wllen the heretics c:llled Mor~ophysites (who denied 
the humi~n element in Christ) were actively proselytizing in Syria 
and Mesopotanlia, their doctrine found general acceptance in Arnlenia. 
The Gregorian Church is still Monophysite. 

(ii) Tile East Syrian Church is a remnant of the great body of 
Nestorian Christians who in the Middle Ages were to be found 
throughout Asia. The ' Nestorian ' doctrine had arisen in the East 
Roman Empire during the fifth century, its general position Geing 
that Christ was not one person, but had two distinct natures, a divine 
and a human. The Nestorians were condemned as heretics at  the 
Council of Ephesus in  A.D. 431, and were forced to take refuge 
beyond the borders of the Roman Empire. I n  Nesopotamia and 
Persia their form of Christianity spread with great rapidity. Nestorian 
missionaries made converts in  Malabar, China, and the 3I:ongolian 
plains (hence,, probably, the mediaeval legend of 'Prester John '). 
The Arab conquerors on the whole treated the Nestorians with 
toleration, and the Nestorian Church increased and flourished till 
about the year 1400, when Timur . Leng (Tamerlane), the Mongol, 
persecuted i t  with wholesale massacre. Of the isolated remnants 
one of the most considerable was that which lingered in  the plains 
of Assyria round 3losul and in  the mountains south of Lake Van 
and Urmia. This body of Nestorians was, however, reduced in the 
sixteenth century by the adhesion of the majority of the plain-
dwelling part of the community to the Church of Rome. The East 
Syrian Church, which still maintains its independence, though it 
denies the imputation of being 'Nestorian ',is now almost entirely 
confined to the mountains. 

(iii) The West Syrian or Jacobite Church traces its origin to the 
work of a certain Jacobus Baradaeus (' James of the horse-cloth ', so 
called from the appearance of his dress), who in -the sixth century 
was successful in establishing a large number of Nonophysite com- 
munities in Syria and Nesopotamia. I n  spite of persecution by the 
Byzantine Government, this 310nophysite Church maintained its 
existence near the borders of the East Roman Empire, until it was 
able to enjoy the modified tolerance extended to all Christian sects 
by the Arab conquerors. The Jacobite Church is still Monophysite. 

Unicctism.-There are three Uniate Churches in ~~esopotamia-the 
Armenian Uniate, the Chaldaean or East Syrian Uniate, and the West 
Syrian or Jacobite Uniate-and these communities have only three 
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points in comnlon, viz. that they acknowledge the spiritual supremacy 
of the Pope, and that they accept the decrees of the Councils of 
Ephesus, A. D. 431, and of Chalcedon, A. D. 451, which respectively 
condemned the heresies of Nestorianism and of Monophysitism. I n  
other matters-ritual, liturgv, ecclesiastical laws and customs-each 
community is independent of the others and of the Roman Catholic 
Church ; each has its own separate hierarcl~y, although the Pope 
exercises some limited power in  the appointment of the bishops 
and patriarchs. Within the Uniate Churches there is apparently 
a tendency to resent an assertion of Roman authority. 

Millets.-From time to time the most important of these Christian 
religious bodies have obtained recognition from the Turkish Govern- 
ment, and have been constituted into millets. Each of these millets 
has its own civil head, appointed by the T~xrkish Government; in  
practice the Turkish Government appoints to this post the spiritual 
head of the Church. Originally the head of the millet was respon- 
sible for the civil government of his people, collecting taxes from it 
and administering civil justice. Of late years the administrative 
functions of the heads of millets have been much reduced. Collection 
of taxes has been taken over by Turkish officials, and, though 
a Patriarch who is respected nlny still be much appealed to as an 
arbitrator by his own people, Christians appear recently to have 
been made liable, at  least in  most respects, to the Turkish Courts, 
where law modelled on Occidental models has to a considerable 
extent replaced in  practice the old Mohammedan code. Before the 
war the Patriarch who wielded most secular authority was Mar 
Shimiim, the hereditary chief of the Nestorian I~ighlanders. But in 
all Churches the Patriarch has been highly influential in secular 
matters ; and he has remained plsimarily responsible to the Govern- 
ment for the political management of his millet. 

Frenclh Dominican,Nission in 17Ios2tl.-An Italian Dominican mission 
was est:lblished in  filesopotamin in the thirteenth century, and had 
its head-quarters at  ~ Io su l  in  the sixteenth century. This mission 
was abandoned in  A. D. 1730, and was re-established in 1750 by 
three Don~inicians. This, too, was abandoned in its turn from 1805 
to 1840, but from the latter date the Dominicans have continued 
their mission either at Mosul itself or in its near neighbourhood. 
A t  the present time there are a Dominican conlmunity and some 
nuns at 3losul, together with schools for boys and girls, and 
a printing-press from which religious books are issued in various 
languages. For the neighbourhood of the town there are a dozen or 
more schools conducted by this mission. They carry on educational 
work among the Chaldaeans and other Uniates. The Dominicans of 
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Nosul are French, and apparently include a considerable number 
of Alsatians, As a result of their work, a fair number of Chaldaean 
priests can speak French. 

Protestants.-These are mostly Armenians? but there are also a few 
converts from the Chaldaean, Jacobite, and Nestorian Churches. 
Protestantism is the result of American mission-work, and Oriental 
Protestants can often speak some English, which they have learnt in  
American mission schools. On the whole the Oriental Protest,ants 
of Mesopotamia seem to have made an unfnvourable inlpression on 
travellers; but i t  must be remembered that the judgements of the 
latter have usually been based on superficial observations. 

C7~aructeristicsof the Sects.-(a) The Gregorian Church is the national 
Church of Armenia, and represents and fosters Armenian national 
aspirations. To i t  belong the great majority of Armenians in 
Mesopotamia. Before the present war the total number of its 
members mas perhaps 3-33 millions, of mhom nearly 2 millions were 
in Russian and Turkish Armenia, and the remainder scattered over the 
rest of the Russian and Turkish Empires, Persia, India, and other 
countries. The Church constitutes a millet in the Turkish Empire. 
Of the four patriarchates the chief is that of Echmiadsin, about 
15miles west of Erivan, in Russian territory. The Chief Patriarch 
was selected by the Tsar from two candidates chosen by the General 
Assembly of the Church. The Patriarch of Constantinople ranks 
next to the Chief Patriarch. A college education is obligatory on 
the Gregorian monks, some of mhom have the title of Vardapet ; 
from these bishops are selected. The parish priests, who are allowecl 
to marry, are elected and s'upported by their congregations. The 
deacons are also allowed to marry. The General Assembly is corn- 
posed of bishops, vardapets, and one layman and one priest from 
each see. The Gregorian Church is Monophysite and not in  corn- 
mullion with Rome. 

(b) Armenian Uniates are a much smaller community (perhaps 
70,000 in  all), and are found in western Kurdistan and in the south- 
eastern corner of Anatolia. As their nan~e  implies, they are in  
communion with Rome. They have an archbishop at Mardin in 
upper Jezireh and bishops elsewhere. There are some Armenian 
Uniates a t  Baghdad. The Church is recognized as s millet. 

(c) Armenian Protestants (perhaps some 45,000 in all ; a few 
thousands in  Mesopotamia) are found mostly in the Armenian high- 
lands. Armenian Protestantism is the result of the proselytizing 
work of the American missionaries-mostly Presbyterians. Many 
Armenian Protestants have been educated at  American mission 
schools and can s p a k  English. It may further be noted that a con-
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siderable number of leading Armenians belonging to other sects 
have been educated at  the American college-Roberts College-at 
Constantinople. 

(d) Some Armenians belong to the Greek Orthodox Church, but 
they do not appear to be represented in any appreciable numbers in 
Mesopotamia. f 

(e) The Nestorians or East Syrians (also called Chaldaeans, or by 
foreigners Assyrians, or by themselves Ezsterns or Syrians) form 
a fairly united body in the mountains of central Kurdistan, between 
Lake Van and Urmia in the north, and Nosul in  the south. They 
are for the most part Syriac-speaking highland tribesmen of the 
ordinary half-civilized type. (For their histofy see p. 129.) They 
constitute a millet in the Turkish Empire, and are an independent 
Church not i n  communion with Rome. They themselves dislike 
being called Nestorians. Their Patriarch (called Nar Shimam) is 
paramount chief of the tribes into which they are divided. He  
is elected from the members of zt family in which the office is 
hereditary. Before the war he resided at  Kochannes near Julamerk. 
The parish priest is usually the chief man in his village, and is held 
in great honour. Priests and deacons are allowed to marry. There 
are a few monks and nuns. Fasts are long and severe, the chief 
being the Advent Fast (25 days) and the Lent Fast (50 days), 3 dztys 
at  the end of the winter, and Fridays. An English mission has 
been established anlong the East Syrians for about 30 years (the 
Archbishop of Cunterbury's Nission to the Assyrian Christians). 
Its efforts have been directed towards education, medical work, and 

' support of the East Syrian Church. 
(f)The Chaldaeans (East Syrian Uniates, see p. 129) are in conl- 

mullion with the Rolnan Catholic Church. Their numbers are 
perhaps about 30:000. They are found chiefly in  and around Bfosul, 
where their Patriarch resides, though he retains the title of Patriarch 
of Baghdad and Babylon. A community of Chaldaeans exists a t  
Baghdad. Nany of their priests have been educated at  the Doininican 
mission at  3losul and can speak French. (For the occupations of the 
Chaldaean laity see p. 115.) Nost of them speak Arabic, a few 
Syriac.

A body of some 2,000 Chaldaeans seceded in 1869 on the question 
of Papal Inf~llibility. It does not seem certain whether this so-called 
New Chaldaean community still exists. 

(g) There are a very few converts to Protestantisnl from the 
Nestorian and Chaldaean Churches. Most of them live at Nosul. 
They have been proselytized by American Baptist and Congrega- 
tionalist missionaries. 
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( I & )  The Jacobites or West Syrians are found i n  the countly i n  
and near Nosul, in  the vilayet of Diarbekr, and in the northern part 
of Syria. There is a Jncobite comn~unity at  Baghdad. Their Church 
is independent, professing Jfonophysite doctrine, and is recognized as 
a millet. The Patriarch (called Patriarch of Antioch) resides a t  
Jlaisdrn, while the Mnphrian, or first bishop, has his see at Mosul. 
The Patriarch is generally chosen by the bishops, though there have 
been cases of election by lot. Bisl~ops-elect must be monks or 
widowers. There are three orders of priests-monks, parish priests, 
and chor-episcopi (the leading priests in large towns). Parish priests 
must marry before ordination, and may not remarry. As the popular 
feeling is strongly against unnlarried parish priests, a widower, ul~less 
he becomes a bishop, usually retires illto a monastely. A priest is 
chosen by a council, composed of the deacons and lay representatives 
of his congregation. H e  is usually influential. The order of deacons 
is large and important. Education is provided by the Church, and 
most of those who remain in Jacobite schools till the age of fifteen 
become deacons, but the greater number do not become priests, but 
are occupied in secular business. Jacobites keep five yearly fasts. 

(i) Jacobite Uniates are found in Mosul, Diarbekr, and Baghdad, 
as well as in Syria. They have a bishop at Mosul. Their Patriarch 
resides a t  Baghdad. 
(j)There are a few Protestant converts from the Jacobite Church 

(mostly Congregationalists and Baptists) who have been proselytized 
by American missionaries. 

A Shiah theory that the founder of the Yezidi sect was Yazid, the 
murderer of Husein, is doubtless based on little save a desire to dis- 
credit them in the eyes of Mussulmans., The oldest Yezidi traditions 
centre round the shrine of Sheikh 'Adi, their saint and prophet, in 
the hills 30 miles NNE. of Nosul. The Sheikh appears to have been 
out\vardly a Moslem, but his shrine is built on the site of an  old 
Nestorian church, which may account for some of the Christian 
elements in their sacred writings. 

The Yezidis have suffered much persecution, and are still regarded 
as idolaters beyond the pale. Yexidism has points of resemblance 
with old Iranian and Assyrian beliefs, as well as with Manichaeism 
and Nestorianism, Thus they regcard the Devil as the creative 
agent of the Supreme Being, a reinstated fallen angel who is the 
author of evil. He is never mentioned except as the Peacock King 
i - s ) As for their traditions regarding the Del.uge: Crea- 
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tion,* and Judgement, they appear to be appropriations from Biblical 
sources, overlaid with a nlass of fable. They regard Christ as an 
angel in human form, and recognize Mohammed as a prophet with 
Abraham and the patriarchs. 

The Yeddis have no central ecclesiastical authority, but a hierarchy 
of castes and sects, of whom the highest are ntirs, or princes. Next 
come the slleikl~s, ntullcrlts, qazcals (preachers), pirs (who exercise 
priestly functions) ; and lastly the kieucl~eksand fapirs, who tend 
the shrine of Sheilrh 'Adi. The ritual practised by the itinerant 
pazuals is of a highly esoteric nature, having to do with the worship 
of the Peacock King, and strangers are rigidly excluded. Both 
baptism and circumc.ision are custo~llary. Divorce is permitted only 
upon proof of infidelity. I n  the matter of fasts tliey follow Moslem 
customs. The pilgrirliage to Sheikh 'Adi is an annual affair, accom- 
panied by much ceremonial and festivity : there are lesser shrines, 
such as those of Mohammed Resham, Khasia, Sitt Nefisse, and Abdi 
Resho, which are also much in favour. The dress of most Yezidis 
is white, with a short brown cloak. Some of their religious leaders 
wear black. 

The Sabians were nientioned i n  the Koran together with Christians 
and Jews, and like them entitled, in  the view of older Mohammedan 
theologians, to tolerance as the possessors of a written revelation. 
The exact nature of their religious beliefs has not been properly 
determined. Baptism is one of their principal rites, and frequent 
ceremonial ablution is enjoined ; they are said to venerate Yahya, or 
John t,he Baptist, as being a reincarnation of Seth, but consider both 
Moses and Christ to be false teachers. They place Paradise in the 
Pole Star. They are an uncircumcised, but not monogamous race. 
Their ceremonies are said to be conducted in Syriac and closed to 
struugers. They possess scriptures of their own. 

I n  the past Mesopotamia has been u principal centre of Judaism. 
The captivity of the Jews in  Babylon (sixth and fifth centul.ies B.c.) 
has its n~onuments in  the reputed tombs of Ezra at 'Ozeir, of Ezekiel 
at Kifl, aild of Daniel at Kirkuk. Froln the period of the czrptivity 
or i~va~dsthere existed in the country a large Je\visti commuliity, 
which was increased after the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Romans (AD. 70). Under the Sassanids and tlie earlier Caliphs of 
Baghdad (AD. third-eleventh centuly) Babylonia was the chief sent 



RELIGIONS 135 

\ 

of Jewish theological and legal leaking. The Gaow (the heads of 
the Babylonian Jewish universities) gave decisions on questions 
of Judaic law which were accepted by Jews throughout the world. 
On the other hand in the eighth century there arose in Babylonia the 
schisnl of the Karaites, who, in opposition to traditional ral~b~nism, 
insisted on the letter of the w i i t t ~ n  law. It is said that there are 
still rt few Kantites at Hit. The widespyead infiuel~ceof t h e  
Babylonian Jewish teachers was to sorue extent connected with the 
political supremacy of the Caliphate, and, as the Caliphate lost its 
power, that influence declined. With the ruin of Mesopotamian 
civilization Bl esopotamian Judaic culture fell into decay. At the 
present time the Jews of Mesopotamia (on whom see further p. 116) 
are said to be strict observers of their law. The tombs of. Ezra and 
Ezekiel are visited by Jewish pilgrims. 

The religion of the Qizilbssh is obscure. Orthodox BIohnmuledms 
regard tllelll as heretics of a very. objec;tionable sort or as atheists. 
They apparently worship 'Allah, 'Ali, and Husein ', but they do 
not observe Ramadan, and i t  seems that they practise secret rites. 
I t  would appear that their religion is n blend of Shiisnl with pagan, 
or possibly Christian, elements. 

The Slrbbnk religion ;rlso sernls to be a lnixture of Slriisin and 
paganisnl. 



CHAPTER IX 

ADMINISTRATION 

BEFORE1914 

Turkish administrative system -Turkish administrative divisions -Local 
gove:.nment -Provincial departments- Imperial departments -Dii'irat 
es-Saniyeh-Arabistan-Bell behan. 

PREVIOUSto the beginning of the sixteenth century the Turkish 
Government was an Oriental clespotism, based on force. The-Sultan 
was a feudal War  Lord, receiving obedience from a number of feudal 
sub-chiefs. 

I n  1517 Sultan Selim, the Grim, usurped the Caliphate, or Papacy 
of Islam, from the Arabs and united the spiritual and temporal 
power in the person of the Sultan-Caliph of Constantinople. The 
Ottoman Government thus became a theocracy, deriving its inspira- 
tion from the Koran. At the time of the capture of Constantinople 
in 1453 the Turkish State already rested on an Islamic basis, and 
Mohammed the Conqueror decided that the religious and purely 
internal aEairs of the Orthodox Christian communities which had 
survived the Turkish conquests should be delegated to their respec- 
tive religious heads, the chief of whom was the Orthodox Patriarch 
of Constantinople. The Jewish community was similarly dealt 
with. The Turkish conqueror 1tTas too contemptuous of the infidels 
and their ways to condescend to deal with the affairs of their com- 
munities, which were called nzillet, really meaning a 'nation '. The 
root of this policy was perhaps the incompatibility of Koranic la\\-
with Christian jurisprudence, as a Moslem court could not admit 
the testimony of a Christian witness against n Moslem. The 
Christians. called rayah, had no real rights and mere treated as 
helots. Until 1839 there were four such non-DIoslem millets: 
the Greek, Arn~enian, Roman Catholic, and Jewish communities. 
Subsequently the Bulgarians, I\Iaronites, Nestorians, and Protestants 
were also recognized. The fact that the Patriarchs and other 



religious heads were the recognized channels of conlmunication with 
the Porte in all iuatters affecting their comnlunities gave them 
a positiorl of considerable influence and prestige. Foreign Christians 
had an analogous position. In  virtue of the Capitulations they 
were subject in common-lam cases to the jurisdiction of their own 
consuls and enlbassies, but were not allowed to hold real property. 

From 1453 to the beginning of tile nineteenth century the Turkish 
State was a loosely jointed structure. The Turk's ideal was to live 
on his conquests and conquered, and his organization was purely one 
adapted to the needs of war against the infidel. 

The Sultan-Caliph delegated moat of his religious authority to the 
Sheikh el-Islam, who appointed the religious functionaries in the 
provinces and supervised all mat tms apper taining to Islam. The 
Ottonlan Sultan sirnilnrly transferred n. certain meed of his telnpol-a1 
power to his Grand Vizier, through whom all the high officers 
of State, both in the capital and in the provinces, were nominated. 
The Empire was divided into iinmense provinces called eyalets, 
presided over by n Pasha of Three Tails, e.g. the Pasha of Belgrade 
was viceroy of all Turkey in Europe south of the Danube ; the Pasha 
of Erzerum ruled all Icurdistan and Armenia ; the Pasha of Baghdad 
exercised authority over the Mosul, Baghdad, and Basra regions ; 
\vhile the Pasha of Damascus controlled all Syria. When Russia's 
lvars for the liberation of 'her Orthodox Christian brethren ' from 
their yoke as rayahs resulted in the shrinkage of the Ottoman 
Empire, the necessity of internal change on the lines of a more closely 
knit system was felt. The Janissaries and the feudal chiefs were 
removed by massacre and a regular army established with a Minister 
of War. The eyalets were abolished and replaced by the smaller 
divisions called vilayets, governed by a vali, with an accountant-
general (defterdar) for finance, a secretary-general (ntektzd~ji), repre-
sentative of the Public Works, Public Instruction, and other 
departments in the capital. The vali was further assisted by an 
Adnl inistrntive Council (Idare Jlejlis). Each vilayet was divided 
into two or three salzjaqs, adn~inistered by a lieutenant-governor 
(nlzitcs.sarif) appointed by Imperial decree. The sanjaq had a finance 
officer (vttthassebeji), n secretttry (tcrl~rirat nzztdiri), and 'epresentatives 
of the various ministries, with also an Idnrc BI<jlis, as  in a vilayet. 
Each sanjaq was subdivided into fiom three to six kazas, each 
adlniilistered by a sub-governor called 7;nimnzakaln, appointed by the 
Government, while the kaza mas further subdivided into three or 
four naltiyes presided over by a nazcdir. I n  each qaripeh, or village, 
there was s nzttklttnr, or headman. 

These and other similar changes were effected during the first half 
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of the nineteenth century, and were confirmed and amplified by the 
Hat-i-Huwzuywn of 1856, after the Crimean War. Equal civil, 
political, and religious rights were promised, if not actually granted, 
to all the inhabitants of the Ottoman Empire, without distinction of 
race or creed. A Penal- Code, a Commercial Code, a Vilayet Law, 
and other such modern changes were instituted by Imperial decree, 
while a regular Millistry of t\velve members, inclusive of the G1.at1d 
Vizier and the Sheikh el-Islam, was formed, and a Council of State 
was established. These changes did not materially alter the character 
of the Turk or of his adminishative methods. They were honoured 
more i n  the breach than in the observance. Fresh disorders and 
massacres of Christians occurred, and the Serbian and Russo-Ttirkisl! 
wars (1875-8) ensued. A desperate effort was made to modernize 
Turkey by introducing representative institutions i n  1876, in the 
shape of a Senate and Chamber of Deputies with a Ministry respon- 
sible to the Sultan. This system was soon found unworkable and 
unpalatable to the new Sultan, Abdul Hamid 11, who in 1878 
prorogued Parliament indefinitely and governed through the Palace 
and Porte for over thirty years. The abuses and disorders continued, 
and culminated in the Macedonian agitation during the first eight 
years of this century. I n  July 1908 the Turkish army took the 
situation in hand, forced the ex-Sultan to revive the Constitution of 
1876, dethroned him, installed the Young Turk Government in 
power with the present Sultan as their nonlinee and creature, and 
modified the Constitution by introducing Parliamentarism, or re- 
sponsibility of the Ministry to the Chamber. The Sultan and Senate 
were shorn of all power, and, as the people were totally lacking i r ~  
political instinct or education, the Young Turks, who constituted 
but an infinitesimal minority of the population, found that they 
could govern only by putting the Chamber of Deputies under the 
shadow and terrorism of the court martial and the state of siege 
which they established in  the Capital in  1909 and have maintained 
till the present day. 

All real power was vested in this secret court martial, whose pro- 
ceedings were manipulated by the central office of the irresponsible 
Committee of Union and Progress. This body established branches 
in all the provincial centres to control the action of the official local 
authorities, i.e. the valis, niutessarifs, kaimmakams, &c. As the 
central court martial was conlyosed of officers who, either from 
having studied in  Gernlany or for other reasons, were under German 
influence, the German An~bassador and his military attach6 became 
the real arbiters of Turkey, and the directors of its central and 
provincial administration. 
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The Gernlan aim was to secure for their representative a t  Con- 
stantinople the posit.ion which Lord Cromer built up in  Egypt, and 
in this they had partially succeeded when the Great War broke out. 
'l'he Young Turks, allured by the prospect of freeing their country 
from all non-Turkish trammels, proceeded to abolish the Capitula- 
tions and the rights of the non-Moslem millets, and then, despite the 
written assurances of territorial integrity offered them by Great 
Britain, Russia, and France, boldly plunged iuto war by attacking 
Russia and Egypt. Since the inauguration of the Young Turk 
regime in July 1908, the Ottonian Empire had, up to March 1916, 
lost 1,005,460 square miles of directly or indirectly administered 
territory in  Europe, Africa, and Asia, there being some 700,000 
square miles (i. e. three times the size of Gernlany) still remaining. 

The following table gives a list of administrative sections .in the 
vilayets of Diarbekr, &losul, Baghdad, and Basra, exclusive of 
nahiyes. 

Of other vilayets the following divisions are within our area: 
Vilayet of Aleppo: sanjay of Urfeh (kazas of Urfeh, Seriij, and 

Rum Qal'ah) ; also parts of the kazas of Membij and Raqqqh in the 
sanjaq of Aleppo. 

Vilayet of Bitlis: sanjaq of Sairt (kazas of Sairt, Kharzan, Hazo, 
Ridhman, Eiru, Berw~ri,  Shirwan) ; also parts of the kazas of Bitlis 
and Khiziin i n  the sanjaq of Bitlis. 

Vilayet of Van : in the sanjaq of Hakkiari the kazas of Beit esh- 
Shebiib, Chal, Amadiyeh, Oramar, Shemsclinan, Gavvar, Julan~erk, 
Norduz, and Mamnret -el-Hamid (Bash Qal'ah) ; in  the sanjaq of 
Van the kazrts of niIukus and Sliattakh. 

'See DIap 1. In January 1918 the Turkish Got-ernnient brougllt before tho 
Chamber a bill to create three new independent sanjaqs. The object of tho 
Propoaal was to establish an administratio11 which should bring undsr effective 
control the tribes (Arab, Yezidi, and Kurdish) i n  the regions atfected. 

The three new sarijaqs are to be : .b 

(a) Sinjar. This is to be coll~posed of the districts (kazas ?) of Tel A'far, nud 

'El-Ledibau7 (possibly Umm el-Dhiban, i.e. the country west of the  Tel A'far 

district). The head-qnnrters of the sanjaq are to be a t  Beled Sinjar. 


(b) I<liabfir. This is to comprise the present knza of Ras el-'Ain and the 
northern part of the kaza of Dew ez-Zor, includiug 'Em Mudaffa' (Umnl Illadfa, 
South of the Jebel 'Abdul Aziz ?). The head-quarters of the sailjaq are to be a t  

Hasbay' (?). 
(c) Jezireli. This to consist of the districts of Sllerilakh and Zakho, with 

the regions of Kuhkeuznn (?, and Beit (Beit esh-Shebab ?). Tho head-quarters 
of the sanjaq are to be at  Jeziret-ibn-'Omar. 

The law is to come into force ia 3Iurcll 1318. 
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Zor, which was not divided into sailjaqs, mas administered by 
a mutessarif, who nevertheless took his orders direct from Con- 
stantinoyle, and it was consequently known as a mu tessariflik. 
The mutessariflik of Zor appears to have been created in 1874, after 
the extension of Turkish influence over the desert tribes. The Vali 
of Baghdad took precedence of the other governors. 

I. Zor-(No sanjaqs). 
Kazas : 

Deir ez-Zor. 
Achareh. 
Ras el-'Ain. 
A1 Bti Kemal. 

II. Diarbekr-
Sanjaqs : Kazas : 

Diarbelrr 
Severek 

1. Diarbekr . . . Derek 
Silvan 
Lijjeh 

( ~ r ~ h n n a  

I 

2. Arghana . . . 

3. Mardin . . . 
1 Midist 
\ Avineh 

111. iVlos111-

1Dohuk 

Sin jar 
/ 'Aarelr 


1 Erbil 

I
I Raniyeh2. Shahrizor . . . Rowanduz 
Koi Sanjaq 
Kafri (or Salahiyeh) 
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3. Suleimaniyeh . . 

IV. Baghdad-
San jaqs : 

1. Baghdad . . . 

3. Kerbela . . . 

V. 	 Basra-
Sanjaqs : 

1; Amara . . . . 

3. Basra . . . . 

Suleimaniyeh 
Bazi ysn (or Chemchenlal) 
Gulanlbar 
Shah Baznr 
Xargeh 

Kazas : 
Anah 
'Azrziyeh 
Bed rah. 
Baghdad 
Dileim 

1 Jezireh 
1Kazimain 

Iihanikin 
Khor%s%n 
Kut el-Amara 
Mandali 
'Samarra[~Dini~eh 
Sam2meh 

Shiimiyeh 

'Hin diyeh 

Kerbela 

Razazeh (a nominal district 

Iiazas : 

i
Amara 
Tawarij 

Shstrat el-'Am%reh 

Zobeir 
r;,"y 

l ~ u r n a  

Nssiriyeh 

Shatrat el-Muntefiq 
i"Stiqai esh-Shuyakh 



LOCALGOVERNMENT 

I n  the following sketch of Turkish administration in Mesopotamia 
the paper scheme of government is described. But i t  is to be 
remembered that 'no country which turned to the eye of the world 
an appearance of established rule and centralized government mas to 
a greater extent than the Ottoman Empire a land of make-believe. ...I t  [the Empire] ran not on the paper ordinances, but on unwritten 
law, unrecorded provisions of Government, habits of command and 
of obedience inherited from a remote past and applicable to an 
immediate present which was not so very dissimilar from the past ; 
it m7as founded, not on the power and efficiency of Vali and Com- 
mandant, but on tho authority of village headman, tribal sheikh, and 
local Seyyid. . . . The power of sheikh or headman was derived 
neither from the Sultan nor from the Constitution, nor can it fall mith 
them. It is deeply rooted in the life of the people, and with wise 
supervision will form for several generations to come the staple of law 
and order.' Turkish administration was more or less effective in 
certain limited areas--chiefly in  some of the larger towns ; but even 
in  many of the towns mujtahids, sheikhs, begs, and aghas were often 
more influential than the local officials. Over by far the greater 
part of the country it was not Ottoman jurisdiction that held society 
together, but tribal or local custom, administered by sheikhs and 
headmen, or the ?rbitration of holy men (compare pp. 99-100). As for 
taxation, a large proportion of the population only made irregular and 
partial payments extracted from then1 by force or management ;many 
tribes and districts could escape taxation altogether for years on 
end. The dealings of the Turkish Government with the Arab and 
Kurdish tribes were a mixture of diplomacy and spasmodic displays 
of force which generally had little or no permanent results, and 
were as likely to do harm as good. It vrras neither strong enough 
nor wise enough to maintain a proper supervision of the sheikhs and 
aghas, and on the other hand i t  cherished :in ideal of centralization 
which led i t  to interfere mith them clumsily and ineffectually. 

Every civil officer f ron~+the vali down to the mukhtar was assisted 
by a civil administrative council, of which he was ex oficio president, 
composed in  part of .officials and in  part of non-official members who 
were selected by the local government from short lists of names sub- 
mitted by the communities concerned. These councils had only 
advisory powers, and met about four times a year. The head-quarter 
towns of sanjaqs and kazas were organized as municipalities, and 
the affairs of each were supposed to be administered by a municipal 
committee. These committees had no more powers than the admini- 
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strative councils. Even the municipal committee of so large a city 
as Baghdad, with at  least 140,000 inhabitants, could not of itself 
expend any sum larger than 200 gold piastres, or thirty-six shillings. 
There were faults in the system quite apart from the vital questions 
of the quality and qualification of the administrative personnel for 
their work. The whole scheme suffered from over-centralization. 
The valis had no power of appointment over their subordinates. The 
local councils and committees would, with their limited or rather 
non-existent powers, have been nominis unzbrae in Europe, not to 
speak of the East. A host of spies pervaded the provinces and 
reported direct to Constantinople. The valis had no concern with, 
and no power or control over, one-half of the administrative machine, -
viz. the Departments of Public Justice, of Land Records, Posts and 
Telegraphs, Religious Endowments, Customs, Public Debt (which 
was virtually the Excise Department), the Tobacco and Salt Mono- 
polies, Public Instruction. and Sanitary Service. These departments 
may be termed the ' Imperial ' Departments, in  contradistinction to 
the 'Provincial 'Departments which were in charge of the valis and 
which are specified below. The local chiefs of the Imperial Depart- 
ments received their orders direct from, and reported direct to, 
Constantinople ; though copies of such orders mere sonletimes sent 
to the vali for his information, and it was his duty to investigate 
conlplaints against the-proceedings of any department in his vilayet 
outside his control. Lastly, in Baghdad no less than one-third of the 
whole cultivated area was the private, personal property of the Sultan 
(as will be explained below), which was managed by the Sultan 
himself through his private staff. With this area the vali would 
naturally not think of interfering. To some extent the same 
condition of things obtained in the province of Basra also, where 
the Sultan owned a considerable private estate. 

The vali of each vilayet was the head of the non-Imperial, 
otherwise the Provincial, Departments, which mere : (a) the gendar- 
merie, (h) the civil police, (c) the revenue-collecting establishment 
and department of general accounts. The vali mas also the political 
representative of the Ottoman Government in his own vilayet, and 
the conduct of 'all dealings with foreign consular officers or foreign 
subjects, and with the semi-independent tribes of the country (Arab 
or Kurd), was in  his hands. He  had no authority over the troops of 
the regular army in his province, but he could summon the military 
commander to take such steps as might be necessary for the attain- 
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ment of political or administrative ends. Occasionally, for very 
special reasons, the same officer might be invested with the highest 
civil and military authority in the same vilayet, as was the case at  
Basra in 1906-7 ; but as a rule the late Sultan had far too profound 
a mistrust of his officers to put much power in their hands. 

As regards the Provincial Departments, (a) the maintenance of 
law and order throughout the country in times of peace depended 
on the force which was officially given its modern name of the 
gendarmerie, but is more familiar by its time-honoured appellation 
of xaptielts. Their organization -was militaty, and the force was 
under tohe control of a special section of the Turkish War Office ;but 
it was distributed under the orders of the civil authorities as a mili- 
tary police. The zaptiehs were half mounted and half infantry, 
and were commanded in part by officers seconded from the regular 
army, and apparently in somewhat larger part by civilians who held 
special commissions. The strength in each province varied with 
local conditions ; in Baghdad there mere supposed to be about 1,500 
mounted and 1,000 unlnotznted zaptiehs; in Basra 350 cavalry and 
400 infantry. As n rule they mere scattered up and down the 
country in small detachments, and, besides their proper duties, were 
employed on all kinds of miscellaneolis work, such as collection of 
revenue from the tribes, furnishing of garrisons for posts, domestic 
duties in the establishments of civil officers, escorts for European 
travellers, &c., Src. The nlen are described as not smart in appear- 
ance, but. as useful and hardy. Whether the actuitl corresponded 
with the nominal strengths of each troop and battalion is doubtful. 
Their pay was very often in arrears. 

(b) I n  the larger centres of population and in places of administra- 
tive importance there existed a purely civil police, whose authority, 
however, did not extend to the susrounding villages or open country. 
I t s  numbers were small, and, when they required men, the officers of 
the civil police were entitled to make use of zaptiehs. 

(c) The tax-collecting and revenue account department$ \\-ere 
relatively small i n  numbers, as the taxes of which they held charge 
were mostly farmed, but they were lucrative posts. 

The tent and hut  tax wits collected, at  the rate of 8s. 4d. (50 gold 
piastres) per annum, wherever collection was feasible, from each 
household of the agricultural population, both settled and semi- 
nomad. Besides this household tax, a cess of l l c l .  (5i piastres) 
was levied as a contribution towards edtzcational and military ex1 
penditure. These taxes were farmed. 

The various taxes on domestic animals fell principally on the 
nomad and semi-nomad tribes, and were farmed to the chiefs. Con-
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sequently anything like a collection of the fr~ll  amount was impos- 
sible, esp~cially as all reliable statistics on which to base recovery 
were absolutely wanting. The chiefs collected what they cor~ld 
squeeze out of their clansmen, but, on the other hand, screened 
them against the Government. If a tribe was powerful, i t  practically 
escaped payment of this tax altogether. 

The land-taxes, which were farmed, were mostly levied in kind, 
and gave therefore naturally every opportunity for chicanery, bribery, 
and evasion. Freehold larids were assessed to pay from one-tenth to 
one-fifth of the gross produce, according to facility of irrigation ; 
exceptionally favoured lands paid up to one-third of the gross produce. 
The rent charged for the use of State or Crown lands (see below) was 
a matter of arrangement. between the department concerned and the 
tenant, and varied from one-tenth to even one-half of the gross produce. 
Taxes on date and orange-trees were levied in cash, 3 i d .  (7 riiij 
piastres) per tree on the former and Id. to 2cl. (2-4 rdij  piastres) on 
the latter. See further on land-taxation pp. 191-3. 

The 'forests ', from which a sins11 revenue was derived, are mostly 
plantations of poplars and tamarisks on the Euphrates and Tigris. 

The royalty on minerals varied from 5 to 15 per cent. ad valorena, 
but was practically confined to the copper mines at Arghana in the 
vilayet of Diarbekr. I n  the whole of Irak this tax produced only 
about 32,180 a year:. Municipal taxation consisted largely of octroi, 
a lucrative impost for the collectors thereof, which may account 
for the liberal number of municipalities. All local products paid 
7 per cent. ad valorev~on entering a town; there were also a number 
of other taxes on local industries, trades, and handicrafts ; and all 
these imposts,mhen not evaded,were furt.her enhanced by the method 
of affixing stamps to receipts given for them, these stamps having 
to be supplied by the taxpayer, after the method mentioned in 
connexion with the custon~s (see p. 147). 

I n  connexion with taxation generally i t  is a significant comment 
on the system which obtained under the Turks that it has been 
asserted ' tha t  in the vilayet of Basra seven-tenths of the people 
escaped scot-free of all taxation, and paid nothing whatever, except 
perhaps in bribes. 

Of the Imperial Departments there were three classes : 
(a) Public Justice. 
(b) Revenue Departments. 
(c) Department relating t.o the convenience of the public, 
blFS. 1 6 

4 
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Public Jzcstice.-There were four kinds of Courts : Ecclesiastical 
Criminal, Civil, and Commercial. 

Only questions arising under the law of the Koran were cognizable 
by the Ecclesiastical Courts ; the judges were kazis, recognized and 
paid by Government, one -at the head-quarters of each vilayet, 
sanjaq, and kaza. Appeals lay from the lower to the higher kazis, 
and from the latter to the Sheikh el-Islam at  Constantinople. 
Authorized and officially recognized J'urisconsults, or nzuftis, existed 
at the head-quarters of each vilayet and sanjaq, whose duties were 
to resolve legal difficulties and give authoritative opinions under the 
Sheria' or sacred law, especially in  questions connected with inheri- 
tance, marriage, and other family relations. 

The Civil and Criminal Courts were divided into: Courts of the 
First Instance, located at the head-quarters of each vilayet, sanjaq, 
and kaza; High Courts at  the head-quarters of each province; and 
the Suprelne Court a t  Constantinople, which had only appellate juris- 
diction. Each of these three tribunals had a civil and a criminal 
side, the judges in each lseing distinct sets of individuals. The 
language of the Courts was Turkish. The civil judges were all 
Mohammedans ; in Criminal Courts non-31011amn1edans were included 
in the Bench. 

The civil code ( J I ~ ~ u l l i ) ,which dealt with rents, sales, exchange, 
contmct, &c., had been drawn up by Turkish jurists. As the Turks 
belong to the Hanafi sect of the Stlnnis, the law adopted by the 
compilers of the code was Hlrnafi lam, and thus the Shiahs of Meso- 
potamia, and the members of the other three Srlnni sects, had to 
submit to Hanafi rulings. 

Crime was divided into three categories : petty, ordinary, and 
heinous. The Courts .were assisted by :i Public Prosecutor and his 
subordinates. Courts of the First Instance disposed of petty crime 
without appeal, escept on a point of 1:iw. Before charges of ordinary 
or heinous crime mere tried, the accused went before an Examining 
Magistrate, who, after investigation, either discharged the accused or 
committed for trial-in the case of ordinary crime to the Court of 
First Instance, i n  the case of heinous offences to the High Court. 
I n  each instance an appeal lay from the Court trying the case to the 
Court immediately superior to it. No charge against a British sub- 
ject could proceed except in the presence of a British Consul, and no 
sentence on a British subject was valid until concurred in by a 
British consular representative ; differences of opinion between 
a Court and a Consul mere referred for settlement at Constantinople 
by the British Ambassador and the Turkish 3Iinister of Justice. 

Commercial Courts nt the head-quarters of vilayets dealt with 
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mercantile suits, causes relating to bills of exchange and promissory 
notes and matters of the kind, subject to appeal to the local High 
Court on the civil side. The procedure of these Courts is stated to 
have been based on the Code Napoleon. If a fbreign subject was 
a party to a suit in the Commercial Court, one or two assessors of the 
same nationality as the foreign subject were added to the Court ; the 
proceedings were watched by a representative of the foreigner's con- 
sulate, and an appeal lay to the Chief Con~mercial Court at Con- 
stantinople. 

Iqnperial Departments of Reuenzle.-These were the Customs, 
Public Debt, Tobacco and Salt Monopolies, and Land Records. 

Custonls was one of the most important revenue agencies, pro- 
dncing more in Baghdad and Basra than even the land-taxes. The 
Department was under a Director-General a t  Baghdad, who dealt 
direct with Constantinople, and had a deputy with his establishment 
at Baghdad and at Basra; officials of lower rank and clerks mere 
stationed at Khanikin, Qizil Ribat, nlandnli, and Bedrah , on the 
Persian frontier, at Nashweh and Kurna on the Shatt el-'Arab, at 
Saq esh-Shuynkh on the Euphratss, and on the Tigris at  Qal'at 
Salih, Amara, Kut el-Amara, Surveira, and Kazimain. By agree-' 
luent with the Powers, the import duties were, in 1907, raised to 
11 per cent. ad valorem. The export duty \xis 1per cent. ad culorem, 
and a refund of 10 per cent. ncl valorem \17as permitted on goods 
exported within six months of importation. Without an agreement 
with the Powers, these duties were enhanced from time to time by 
the ingenious device of requiring various stninps of different and 
varying denominations to be affixed to documents presented to the 
Customs House. Some of these 'stamps were ostensibly ear-marked 
for the cost of the Hejsz Railway, others mere simply revenue stamps. 
In some cases this inlposition entailed as much as 50 per cent. 
additional on the custonls duty proper. That the aclrninistration of 
the customs was highly corrupt goes without saying. It is reported 
that a t  Basra the export trade evaded taxation altogether. The 
import duties actrlnlly paid are said to have averaged not more 
than 6 per cent., including duty, bribe, and porterage, illstead of 
11 per cent. 

The Department of Public Debt existed for the benefit of t,he 
European bondholders of the Ottoman Government, and was subject 
to international control. It was represented by superintendents 
at provincial head-quarters, with assistants at all t,he more important 
places, and travelling inspectors. The principal sources of revenue 
made over to the Public Debt for management mere fisheries, 
liquor, salt, silk, and stamps : it was practically an Excise Department. 

P 2 
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The Tobacco Monopoly mas i n  the hands of a company known 
briefly as the R4,qie, which held the lease or farm of the manufacture, 
collection of duty, and sale of tobacco throughout the Turkish 
Empire. I t s  offices were at  the head-quarters of the vilayets, with 
branches at the principal centres of tobacco cultivation. The duty 
appears to have been Is. 3d. per 2+ 1b. (7.8 gold piastres per kilo- 
gramme) of superior quality, and 7d (3.9 gold piastres) per the same 
weight of inferior quality of tobacco. Persian tobacco, which is  
largely imported for smoking in marg7iilehs, paid an import duty 
of 6d. per 2+ Ib. (3 gold piastres per kilogramme). 

The Land Records Department dealt with all lands and buildings, 
except the Saniyeh lands, to which reference is made below. The 
Department, of which the offices were at Baghdad, Mosul, and 
Diarbekr, was divided into two sections: the first, or Tapzc, 
registered a11 transactions in, and arrangenients relating to, the 
ownership of land generally, and nlantlged the second class of 
landed property, viz. t,he Crown lands. These were mostly let to 
tenants whose tenure was 'undisturbed provided they paid the 
rent or did not discontinue cultivation for more than, three years. 
The second, or Amlak, section .of the department dealt with 
similar matters relating to buildings. Both sections levied fees. 
(See further on land-tenure Chapter XI, pp. 188-94.) 

Departnlents Relating to t7~eCo~zwain~ceof the ~ztb1ic.-~hese were : 
Posts and Telegraphs, Public Health, Religious Endowments, Public 
Instruction. 

Tile first two of these are dealt with in other chapters. The 
Department of Religious Endowments was represented by accoun- 
tants a t  the provincial head-quarters. I n  the Baghdad province 
it had much to do i n  superintending the finances of the great 
Shiah shrines a t  Kerbela, Nejef, Kazimnin, and Samarra. 

On education see pp. 119-20. 

The very large private estates (Aradl~i Sarn1ye71) acquired by Sultan 
Abdul Halnid were, until 1909, administered by the Ds'irat es-
Saniyeh, a branch of the Civil List Department. The Saniyeh lands 
of Irak were administered by a central committee which sat at 
Baghdad, and corresponded direct with the Minister of the Civil List 
at Constantinople. This Committee consisted of two branches, one 
dealing with lands and irrigation, and the other with the navig a t' lon 
section of the Saniyeh. Snniyeh lands in the Baghdad and Basra 
vilayets fell into four groups, according as they relied for irrigation on 
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the Euphrates, the Shatt el-Gharaf, the Tigris, and the Shatt el-'Arab 
respectively. I n  addition to these, there were San~yeh lands in the 
valley of the Diysleh, and even at Khanikin, close to the Persian 
border. On the Tigris the Saniyeh had acquired the whole Dujeil 
canal and the areas watered by  it. Below Baghdad the valuable 
estates of Shadi and Bogheileh in the kaza of 'Azrziyeh were held by 
the Saniyeh ; also lands along the right bank of the river from Tawil 
to Ulnm el-Ajgj, and on the left bank from Samr to Imiim Mzlhdi, in  
each case up to 20 miles inland from the river. The right bank of the 
Tigris, together with the country behind i t  to a depth, i t  is said, of 
about 40 miles, from the point where the Shatt el-Ghariif leaves it as 
far as Sheikh Sacad, belonged to the Saniyeh. Froni Kumeit to  
the Bitaireh canal the Sanryeh estate occupied the right bank and 
extended inland some 30 miles. On the left bank the Sanryeh 
extended almost continuously from Amara to a point opposite 
Azair, and inland almost to the Hawizeh marshes. A quantity of 
land in  the Muntefiq sanjaq, irrigated by the Shatt el-Ghar~f, was 
S a n ~ ~ e h .The Sanryeh properties irrigated by the Euphrates were 
many and large, above and below Museyib ; near Hilla, the Hamr- 
diyeh canal was Saniyeh property in the Shamiyeh kaza ; and it 
owned extensive domains on the right bank of the Shatt el-'Arab. 
The Sultan also possessed large estates i n  the neighbourhood of 
Mosul and in  the plains near the lower courses of the Great and 
Lesser Zsb. (See further on tenure on Sanryeh lands pp. 158-90.) 

The navigation branch of the Sanryeh came into being in 1904, 
when i t  'acquired' the whole stock and assets of the 'Oman Otto- 
man' branch of the Turkish Ministry of Marine, viz. three river 
steamers, barges, workshops, a dry dock at  Basra, and offices and 
warehouses a t  Baghdad, Kut el-Amara, Amara, and Basra. I t  is 
on record that less than 10 per cent. of the market value of the office 
buildings was paid by the Saniyeh to the State. I n  1905 the 
Sanryeh bought two more steamers, which were added to its fleet. 
I ts  competition with the private companies interested in Tigris 
navigation was close, and i t  of course monopolized all Govern- 
ment traffic, such as the transport of troops, military stores, &c. 
A feature of the administratioxl of the Sanryeh was the fact that 
on its large executive staff there were a number of military officers 
'Tho mere borrowed from the State, receiving a departmental allow- 
ance in  addition to their military pay. 

It has been claimed for the Sanryeh that its policy in mansgiug 
the Sultan's property was one of enlightened self-interest, which is 
very probable ; its relations with its tenants were generally good, 
and its navigation branch endeavoured to give satisfaction to traders 
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and travellers. I t  has also been claimed that the intelligent and 
energetic policy of the San~yeh set a good example to landowners, 
stimulating then1 to follow the lead of the Saniyeh in the manage- 
ment of their private properties and ait'airs : this seems less probable, 
seeing t l~a t  good, fertile, and well-managed estates were pretty sure, 
sooner or later, to be acquired by the Sauiyeh. 

The Young Turks, after dethroning the ex-Sultan Abdul Haillid in 
1909, transferred from the Civil List to the Ministry of Finance all 
the properties i n  Mesopotamia which had belonged to the Da'irat 
es-Sanryeh. The management and revenues were taken over by the 
State, while a fixed Civil List and stipends were allocated to the 
Sultan and the Imperial Princes. The ex-Sultan had spent the reve- 
nues of the Saniyeh on payments to sheikhs in  all parts of the world 
for Panislarnic purposes and on gratifications to State functionaries 
and others with a view to maintaining and enhancing the prestige of 
the Sultanate. The Young Turks devoted then1 mainly to analogous 
purposes in the interests of their Cornillittee of Union and Progress. 

Southern Arabistan (including Hawizeh) is under the governorship 
of the Sheikh of lKohammareh, the head of the Muhaisin Arabs. 
Theoretically he is the representative of the Persian Government ; 
practically lie is independent of Persian control. 
Ip northern Arabistnn, which has been nonlin:tlly uuder tile 

adnlinistration of a Persian governor, political power has in fact 
been divided anlong tribal chiefs and urbau notables. 

Sorct7ter)z A~abista.12.-On the NE., southern Arabistan includes 
Shiiklieh; and its northern boundary thence runs mest, just excluding 
Al~vanieh, and striking the Ab-i-Gargar at the El-Haddanl nullah, 
Ci+ miles above Band-i-Qir. It leaves the right bank of the Gargar 
at  Khar Rawaishid, 5$ miles N. of Band-i-Qrr, and farther to the west 
follows the northern and western boundaries of the Aniifijell. East 
of the Diz i t  coincides with the northel-11 boundary of the Hawizeh 
district. 

The Sheik11 of Bfohamnlareh is represen1;ed by deputy governors 
at Hawizeh, Ahwsz, Fell,'lhiyeh, and in the Hilldryan and Jerrabi 
districts : but these have little power. The Sheikh manages his 
subjects chiefly through political agents directly under his orders, 
and through tribal chiefs or headmen appointed by him. The 
Sheikh's 011711 tribal council-consisting of the lleadmen of the sec- 
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tions of the Huhaisin-is assen~bled every month and gives its 
consent in  n~atters of importance. The present Sheikh, Khazal 
Khan, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E.,has shown himself a capable ruler. The 
only part of his dominions where he has had serious trouble in 
maintaining his authority is the Halvizeh district. 

The Sheikh holds very large tracts of southern Arabistan as his 
private property by grant fro111 the Persian Government, on con- 
dition that he shall not sell or transfer any land to foreignel-s. 

On Turkish territory along the Shatt el-'Arab are a large number 
of Muhaisin and Ka'ab Arabs. Before the War these were wholly 
under the jurisdiction of the Sheikh of Mohammareh and owed him 
military service. They paid taxes to the Ottoman Government ; but 
the revenue raised by the Turks froni the Sheilrh's private estates 
on their territory (which are inhabited by his tribesmen) has been 
remitted to him by the British Clovernlllent. 

The revenue of the Sheikh's govelmment is derived from taxes and 
dues, the nature of which varies from district to district. For the 
most part they are levied either on land or on produce. The Sheikli 
possesses a large private income from his estates, and uses it for 
political purposes. 

The custonls of southern Arabistan have been a part of the 
Inlperial Persian Customs, and have been administered accordingly, 
with the co-operation of the Sheikh. 

Norther)$ Arabistast. -There has been a Persian governor in 
llorthern Arabistan, resident either at Shushtar or at  Dizfal. Theo-
rotic:~lly this Persian official is Goernor-General of the whole of 
Arabistan, with supervisory powers of the Sheikh of Mohammareh. 
Actually he has had very limited at~tl~ority even in the northern 
province. The chief object of the Persian governors has been 
described as being ' to obtain the goodwill of ,z few powerful indi- 
viduals whose assistance will enable them to collect the revenue and 
:myfurther sums extorted upon which they can agree '. The revenue 
' consists in the country of taxes on produce, not on land ; and in the 
townships on industries and shops '. 

I n  the cities of Shushtar and Dizf~ l  the real power has generally 
lain i n  the hands of the ntzcjtG7lids (religious leaders). Outside these 
cities the chiefs of the Bnkhtiynri, Sagwand, Beni Lam, Kath~r ,and 
Beni Sarad have dominated the country. The influence of the Sheikh 
of IIohxn~marel~ reaches as f'ar as Dizful, and there is considerable 
rivalry in this region between the Sheikh and the Bakhtiyari 
khgns. Tlle Bakhtiyari hold Ranluz and its district a t  an annual 
rent. 



Behbehan is  nominally a sub-governorship in the Governorship- 
General of Fars. I t  is now held by the Bakhtiyari chiefs, who 
own large estates in the province. The tribes of the Kohgala high- 
lands, who are supposed to pay tribute to the governors of Behbehan, 
are hostile to the Bakhtiyari. I n  1913 a Bakhtiyari expedition 
entered the Kahgala country to coerce some refractory clans, but 
proved a failure. 



CHAPTER X 

IRRIGATION O F  IRAIi  

Introduction-Irrigation of Irak uuder the Sassanids ttrlci Caliphs-Irrigation 

in modern times-Sir Williani Willcocks' scheme. 


THE rainfall, which is practically restricted to the months 
November-May, is too slight for the needs of the country (for 
details of rainfall see Chapter 11). It is indeed not without some 
importance for agriculture. ' During the winter months, as a general 
rule, the rainfall is a not inconsiderable factor in the success of the 
crops; and over large areas of BIesopotamia barley is sown and 
matured in sole dependence on the winter rainfall.' But even in 
its present under-populated and under-cultivated condition Irak 
depends on irrigation for by far the larger proportion of the crops 
raised i n  it, 

Perennial irrigation is needed i n  Irak, and one of the main problems 
of irrigation is how to maintain a sufficient supply of water when 
the rivers are low. The flood season, falling in spring, is rather 
'too late for the winter, too early for the summer crops '. (On the 
rise and fall of the rivers see pp. 24-5.) 

The general lines of any irrigation-system in Irak must be in  
part determined by the following relations of its surface levels : 

(a)The Euphrates from Felltijeh to Ditvan~yeh is higher than the 
Tigris between Baghdad and Kut el-Amara, and commands the 
country between the two rivers. (Ground-levels on the Euphrates : 
at Felltijeh, 130 ft. above sea-level; a t  Diwaniiyeh, 85 ft. ; on the 
Tigris : at Baghdad, 105 ft. ; at  Kut, 79 ft.) 

(b) From the left bank of the Euphrates between Fellnjeh and 
Diwf~nr~eh,and from the right bank of the Tigris between Baghdad 
and Kut, t,he ground falls away very gradually, the slopes from the 
two rivers forming a depression, the lowest line of which, starting 
from the southern end of Lake 'Aqarqtif, runs at a distance of 
4-18 miles from the Tigris to a point about W. of Bogheileh. 
Thence its course bears more to the south, and it is continued by 
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the shallow valley which runs parallel with and west of the Sllatt 
el-Hai from near Kut towards Nasiriyeh. This depression ail'ords 
facilities for drainage. 

(c) The Tigris from Kut to Kurna is higher than the Euphrates 
from the neighbourhood of Nasiriyeh downwards, and comnlands 
the country between the two rivers. (Ground-levels on the Tigris: 
at Kut, 79 ft. ; at Kurna, 13 ft. Ground-levels on the Euphrates :at 
N~siriyell, about 10 ft. ; a t  Basra, about 8 ft.) 

(d) The country on the left bank of the Tigris from the neigh- 
bourhood of Sindiyeh (about 40 miles in a direct line north of 
Baghdad) down to Rut  is commanded by the Diyaleh, and in part 
by the Tigris. 

The difficulties of introducing a scientific system of irrigation info 
Irak are very great. How to secure control of the rivers and put their 
waters to profitable use is an extraordinarily complicated problenl. 
The beds of the Tigris and the Euphrates have been spoiled by 
centuries of neglect and misdirected work on the part of tlie in- 
habitants. Water has been diverted for irrigation by reckless canal- 
cutting, which has illade i t  inlpossible for the livers to keep their 
beds properly scoured. Their channels have been damaged besides 
by the encroachments of cultivators who have reclairrled land along 
their banks. The result has been that the rivers have become quite 
incapable of holding their flood-supplies. The flood-water has spilt 
through breaches in the banks, or through canals, some of which 
have been widened and scoured till they have become nearly as 
large as, or larger than, the original nlain stream. The great marshes 
which are formed in the interior by inundation from the rivers are 
partly temporary and recurring, and partly, owing to lack of drainage, 
permanent. One evil has led to another, and the process of the 
degeneration and disintegration of the rivers has become more and 
more difficult to check. A local improvement may easily cause 
disaster elsewhere ; for example, to stop it spill in one place may 
cause the river to break out in another. 

Again, the supply of water available is not nearly large enough to 
satisfy all the demands that might be made on it. This is obvious 
under present conditions, when so much of the supply runs to waste, 
when the Arabs have still the most inadequate notions of economy 
in its use, and when primitive agricultural methods may make the 
most lavish application of river-water drawn through unregulated 
canals appear a necessity of ci~ltivation, as, ,for instance, to the 
ploughless rice-growing tribes in sout;hern Irak. At  present to 
increase the supply of water for the irrigation of one district may 
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very easily have the most serious effect on cultivation in another ; 
or the improvement of a navigation channel may threaten with ruin 
the rice-fields and date-gardens in the neighbourhood. And if the 
irrigation of Irak is to be developed in the future on a great scale, 
these difficulties would not disappear with the prevention of wasteful 
spills. According to the calculations of Sir William Willcocks, 
the amount of water brought down by the Tigris and Euphrates (as 
measured in rlorthern Irak at Baghdad, Hit, and the Hindiyeh 
Barrage) mi11 permit the irrigation of about 7,400,000 acres of wheat, 
barley, and other winter crops, and in suiiimer of about 990,000 acres 
of rice, and about 3,100,000 acres of millet, sesanie, and cotton. 
Thus far less than the whole area of cultivable soil in Irak could be 
adequately supplied from the Euphrates and Tigris. The low-season 
supply might indeed, in the opinion of Sir William Willcocks, be 
largely increased by the co~3struction of storage reservoirs in northern 
Irali whiclr should husband the surplus flood-water of the rivers. 
At any rate, without such reservoirs developed irrigation from the 
Tigris arid Euphrates upstrean1 of Iiut el-Amara and Diwgniyeh 
would prevent the Shatt el-'Arab from receiving any low-supply 
water and would ruiu the Basra date-groves. BIoreover, if upper 
Mesopotamia were extensively irrigated, I n k  would feel the conse-
quences. 'Heavj- irrigation \I-orks carried out on the upper 
Euphrates ancl its tribut:\ries the Belilill ancl Ichabnr upstreaiii of 
Anah . . .would deprive the lower Euphrates of the whole of its 
low supply ; while similar works carried out on the upper Tigris and 
its tributaries the two Zabs in  the neighbourhood of Nosul would 
seriously reduce the low supply of the lower Tigris.' Further, the 
adjustment of the clainls of irrigation to those of navigation would 
continue to present difficulties. Thus, according to Sir William 
Willcoclrs, the use of Tigris water for the irrigation of the Shatt 
el-Gharaf area would make the river below Hut el-Amara un-
navigable in the low-water season. It appears indeed that the 
irrigation of Irak might be carried far enough to make the illland 
waterways of the country useless except for snlall-boat traffic. 

The population of Irak is not large enough to make financially 
l'rofitable the immediate execution of great irrigation works planned 
on a conlprehensive scale. The supply of labour seenls to be not 
much in excess of what is needed by the present cultivated area, and 
110 great increase can be expected from purely Arab immigration. 
Something may be done to raise the productive power of tlle in- 
]labitants by the estahlishment of lam mil  order, the- supplying of 
greater incentives to industry, the introductiou of machinery, ant1 
other inlproveuleuts in  agricultural luethods, But in any ease fu r  
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a long time to come the Arabs of Irak will not be able to take 
advantage of more than a gradual extension of the irrigated area by 
means of local works. 

On the other hand i t  would appear dangerous to execute schemes 
for local irrigation which were not based on a careful and compre- 
hensive study of the rivers and of the needs, present and future, of 
the country as a whole. Local works not planned on the basis of 
such a study might compromise the interests of other parts of Irak, 
and even in the end do more harm than good to the district which 
they were meant to benefit. 

The irrigation of Irak seems to have reached its highest point 
of development under the Sassanids (third, fourth, fifth, and sixth 
centuries A.D.) .~  Most of t,he great canal-beds which still exist in 
various stages of disrepair seem to have been either wholly or in 
great part the work of the Sassanian Government. Under the Arab 
Caliphate systematic irrigation was at first fairly well maintained, 
but with the weakening of the central Government i t  fell gradually 
into decay, and i t  was finally wrecked in the havoc caused by the 
Mongol invasions of the thirteenth century. 

(a) 012 tile left bank of the Tigris the country from Samarra down 
to Hut mas irrigated by the Nahrzi~van canal and its branches. The 

1 I t  may be noticed that the Sassanids also carried out great irrigation works 
in Arabistan. The Sassanian Government seems to have been mainly responsible 
for the dams on the Ksrftn a t  Shushtar and Ahwiiz. 

The works at Shushtar have undergone considerable modifications and 
repairs at different times. There are three great dams here : 

(i) On the Shatait branch of the KBriin .a combined bridge and dam known 
as the Band-i-Mizan or Pul-i-Kaisar. This work, now broken, held up water 
for the Miyanlb canal which waters the MiyanHb island between the Gargar 
and the Shatait branches of the river. 

(ii) At tlte head of the Gargar branch a dyke, with a crest about low-water 
level and six sluices, called the Band-i-Kaisar or Band-i-Shahzadeh. 

(iii) Half a mile below the Bnnd-i-Kaisar a dam called the Pul-i-Bulaiti 
rising t_oabove high-water level. 

The Ab-i-Gargar mas apparently cut or enlarged in tho Sassanian periocl. 
Tradition connects these works with the Roman Emperor Valerian, who mas 

taken prisoner by the Sassanid King Shapur about A. D. 260. I t  is possible that 
Roman engineers were enlployed in their construction. 

At Ahwiiz may be seen the remains of a massive Sassanian weir along the 
line of one of the slielves of rocks which form the rapids. This weir held up 
water for canals which are still traceable, and i t  has been lately proposed to 
rebuild it. 
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Nahrawan hail several heads on the Tigris and took up the waters 
of the 'Adheim and the Diy~leh. Its tail entered the Tigris near 
El-Madayyah, in  the neighbourhood of the modern Kut el-Amara. 

I n  order that a sufficient head of waters might be obtained for the 
Nahrawan, the Tigris, a t  a point between four and five miles below 
the El-Qaiin head of the canal, and about ten miles below Samarra, 
was t,urned by an earthen dam to flow over a natural weir of con- 
glomerate. I t  seems that as this weir was gradually undermined 
attempts were made to keep the Nahrawsn supplied by moving 
its head farther and farther upstrean1 till it reached the neighbour- 
hood of the Hanlrin hills. Nevertheless the lower course of the 
Nahrawan gradually siltecl up in the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth 
centuries. 

The Nahrawan is still to be traced for the greater part of its 
original course, as a broad, high-lying dry channel between lofty 
earthen banks. In  parts it. has been breached or obliterated.. 

(b)  On the right ba?zk o f  the I'igris nor t l~  of BagI~dacZ the alluvial 
.plain betn-een the river and the desert was watered by the Dujeil 
ancl its branches. The Dujeil took off' from the Tigris above the 
conglonlernte weir already mentioned. It still carries some water 
in the flood season as far as Sulueikeh. 

(G) Betzveelz tlzE rive~sf l o w  the line RarnGdiye1~-Bagldad to abozct fhe 
line Dizoiin$eh--ICut e l -Amara ,irrigation was maintained through 
a nunlber of great canals which took off fro111 the Euphrates or from 
what is riow the Hilla arm of that river, and tailed into the Tigris 
or into the present course of the Shntt el-Hai, which in the period 
of the Caliphate was the main stream of the Tigris. These canals 
in part carry a certain amount of water, though not nearly so much, 
nor generally so far, as they did a thousand years ago ; in part they 
are high dry channels enclosed for long stretches between lofty 
earthen banks ; and in part they have been alnlost obliterated. 

The al~sence of barrages on the Euphrates above its bifurcation 
must have made it  very difficult to keep up perennial irrigation 
on these canals. (The Babylonian engineers seem to have used the 
Abu Dibis depression as a reservoir; and i t  appears that another 
Babylonian reservoir lay between the rivers near Sippara north of 
Babylon.) t 

The country between the rivers was protected against inundation 
from the Tigris by the embankments of canals drawing their water 
from the Euphrates, e. g. the Nahr Melcha, the high banks of which 
are still to be traced for long distances between the neighbourhoocl 
of Ctesil>hon and that of Kut. 

(d) Belozu the nei~libmtrlrood o f  Kut eZ-Amam the Tigris had, until 
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the end of the Sassanian age, run approximately on its present 
course. At  the beginning of the seventh century A.D. abnormal 
floods breached the Tigris dykes, the water spilt south and south- 
west tonlards the lower Euphrates, and eventually the main stream 
of the Tigris took to the course of the present Shatt el-Hai. I n  the 
time of the Caliphs there ~ ~ n s  a good deal of irrigation from the 
Tigris betweenaEl-Madayynh (on or near the site of the present 
Kut el-Amam) and the city of Wasit, about forty miles to the 
south. Below Wasit the Tigris emptied into the Great Swamp. I n  
the course of the sixteenth century the Tigris returned to its present 
bed between Kut el-An~ara and Kurna. 

(e) 1 9 2  southern Irak, from below Kafeh to the neighbourhood of 
Basra, there extended in the Blicldle Ages a great area of permanent 
swamp. The marshes at  the north-western end of this area (the 
present Bahr-i-Nejef and Buhr-i-Shiniifiyehj had long been in exis- 
tence, and farther down there had probably always been s\va~nps 
which Sumerian, Babylonian, or Greek engineers had not been able 
to reclaim. But before the Arab conquest, and since the Sun~erians 
had begun to build up their civilization here, much of the country 
had been brought under cultivation by dyking, drainage, and irriga- 
tion. The Great Swamp as i t  existed in the period of the Cilliphate 
had been formed about the time of the Moslem invasion by the 
violent diversion of the Tigris which has been described above. 

The Great Scvanlp contained patches of rich cultivable soil and 
maintained valuable fisheries. There was much boat tnlffic on its 
channels. 

( f )  I't t71e neig7tBour7~ood of Basra the waters of the Great Swamp 
drained into the Persian Gulf partly by the Shatt el-'Arab, partly 
by a channel called the Fqzjcl (estuary) of Basra. The Fayd passed 
west of the city and emptied into the Khbr 'Abdnllah. The land 
about Basra was irrigated by a number of canals, which took off 
from the 8hatt el-'Arab and tailed into the Fayd. 

After the Jlongol invasion in themiddle of the thirteenth century 
the irrigation-system collapsed. Dykes and clams could not be main- 
tained at  adequate strength, ancl the waters of the rivers passed 
more and more out of human control, spilling where they should 
not have spilt, and leaving dry the channels on which cultivation 
depended. The great canals silted up and could not be properly 
cleared, or were broken by floods or by diversions of the rivers into 
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new beds. No government arose that was capable of devising or 
working a systen~atic plan of irrigation. 

Between 1870 and 1914 the Turkish Government, though i t  was 
still a long way from introducing systematic irrigation, attempted 
some improvements in  northern 1r:tlc. (a) I t  had tried to prevent 
the flooding of Baghdad and its neighbourhood by means of bunds on 
the Tigris, Diyiileh, and Euphrates, and had actually succeeded in 
somewhat reducing the inundations in this region. (b) I t  had pro- 
cured the services of foreign engineers to check the process by which 
the Hilla branch of the Euphrates was being dried up-a process 
which seems to have been started by the damming of the Saqlawiyeh 
canal-head for the protection of Baghdad. On the Hindiyeh barrages 
and Hilla Regulator, which were p1:~nned to adjust the distribution of 
Euphrates water between the Hindiyeh and Hilla bl.anches see below, 
pp. 160-1. (c) The conversion of the Habbsniyeh basin into a reservoir 
for the storage of Euphrates water hacl been taken in hand. The 
escape-canal fronl Bamadiyeh had been cut, but the outlet through 
which the water stored was to return from the reservoir to the river 
had not been made when the present war began. (d) Regulators 
had been placed at  the heads of a few of the large canals taking off 
from the Euphrates (e. g. the Abu Ghoreib and, apparently, the 
Mahmsdiyeh). 

But apart from these works in northern Irak, the Turkish Govern- 
ment did practically nothing for the irrigation of the country. The 
Arabs were left alnlost wholly to their own devices. The inhabitants 
of each district looked after their own needs. They kept up the frail 
and often-broken bunds along the river-banks ; they made what use 
they could of the. old canal-beds and dug small cuts themselves '; 
they built dams of earth and brushwood in order to divert water to 
their fields. They helped thenlselves to water in the way that 
seemed easiest, and their unco-ordinated and primitive work was 
liable to have unforeseen and unfdrtunate results. They cut num- 
bers of s m d l  canals which opened directly on the river-channels, 
thus promoting the deterioration of the river-beds and preparing the 
way for ruinous spills. The cultivated land was continually exposed 
to the risk either of being inundated or of losing its supply of water; 
md navigation on the rivers was in  places seriously affected by Arab 
irrigation work. 

Occasionally they u~lclertookthe cutti~igof fairly important canals. Thus 
in 1911 Sir JVilliam WTillcocks reported that a canal from Shnmiyeh, on the 
Hindiyeh branch of the Euphrates, which was to connect with the Hilln 
branch at Diwiiniyeh, was being undertaken Ily the Arabs, and, if successful 
would be a valuable asset to the country. , . 
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Irrigation in Irak is carried on by means of water-lifts or oil-
motor primps on the river-banks, of canals, and of earthen dams. . 

Water-lifts are found in Irttk along the Euphrates, wherever the 
banks are fairly firm and high, and in places along the Tigris, 
especially between Baghdad and Samarra. The water-lift commonly 
used in Irrtk is the cherracl, which is worked by horses. The water 
is raised in  leather buckets hung on a rope which passes over 
a pulley. 

A large number of centrifugal pumps worked by oil-engines are 
in  use in the country about Baghdad. The oil-motor pump may 
become an important instrument for the development of the country. 

Canals of all sizes intersect the country, but serve it very in- 
adequately. I n  the larger canals that are still more or less in work- 
ing order the flow of water has not been properly regulated ; the 
arrangements for taking water from them are clumsy and ~vasteful ; 
in  some of them the clearance of silt has not kept pace with the 
deposit, and little or no water is carried during the low season; 
others have been so widened and scoured by the rivers that they 
have caused ruinous diversions of the supply ; and, there being no 
provision for drainage, many of them have created permanent or 
temporary marshes. Thus the large canals have in  part failed to 
carry the water needed for the development of the country, and in  
part carried water only to waste it. 

The rice-fields in the marshes are flooded by means of earthen 
dams built in the channels. On the Dighareh canal and probably 
elsewhere the cultivatol-s build a series of dams, each of which holds 
UP the water till the fields in the neighbourhood have been flooded, 
and is then broken to let the water pass on to the next dam. .Dams 
of the same type are also built by the Arabs to regulate the supply 
entering canals ; e. g. the low supply of the Diyaleh is diverted into 
canals by a dam built across the river every year. 

The Hi~diyek Barrage 

About six miles below Museyib the Hindiyeh Barrage bifurcates 
into two great bmnches, the Hindiyeh and the Hilla, which meet 
again two or three miles above Ssmaweh. I t  appears that from 
early times some such division of the Euphrates has existed, the 
main volume of the river having passed at some periods down the 
western branch, a t  others down the eastern. Sollle forty years ago 
the Hilla branch carried by far the greater supply, and was known 
as  the 'Euphrates ', while the Hindiyeh was only a ' canal '. Then 
the head of the Hindiyeh widened (partly as a consequence of the 
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closing of the Saqlawiyeh) until this branch took the larger portion 
of the Euphrates water. This process continued until the Hilla 
branch was left dry in  the low season, and the land in i ts  neigh- 
bourhood, one of the most productive areas in the country, was 
threatened wit-h ruin. A French engineer was employed by the 
Tur1;ish Government to devise a remedy. He constructed a weir a t  
the head of the Hindiyeh, about + mile below the site of the present 
'New Barrage '. But this weir (the 'Old Barrage ') burst in 1903 
and failed to check the drying of the Hilla branch, though it  has 
continued to be an obstacle to navigation. Sir William Willcocks 
was commissioned in 1909 to design another barrage, 2nd the work 
was carried out by the firm of Sir John Jackson, Ltd. The New 
Barrage, completed in 1913, lies about 8 nliles below Museyib. The 
old head of the Hilla branch, situated about 600 yards farther down, 
has been blocked by an earthen dam, and a new head, with n regulator, 
has been made about $ mile above the barrage. 

The Old Hincligeh Barrage is a weir of stone rubble which in  1914 
had rt narrow breach near the centre and another near the left bank. 
On its character as an obstacle to navigation see p. 283. I t  had been 
intended that the Old Barrage should be removed when the new had 
been con~pleted, but its demolition was prevented by the local Arabs. 

The Nezv Uintliyelb Barrage was built wholly on the left bank of 
the Euphrates, which was then diverted to its present bed, across 
which the barrage lies. The old bed of the river was blocked by an 
earthen dam which is situated at the west end of the barrage. The 
length of the barrage is 275 yds. I t  is provided with 36 gates, 
each 16.4 ft. (5 metres) wide and fitted with regulating shutters. On 
the east side is a lock, 26.24 ft. (8 metres) wide, 180 ft. long, and 
spanned by a lift bridge. When the barrage is fully open it  can pass 
about 4,000 cubic metres of water per second. 

The Hilla Rcgzclator is 140 ft. long and contains six openings, each 
9-84ft. (3 metres) wide and fitted with regulating shutters. I t  has 
a capacity of about 150 cubic metres per second. 

When the New Barrage was constructed the Hilla branch was 
cleared of silt as far as Hilla town, and the larger canals in the 
neigh bourhood were also cleaned out. 

The work needed to convert the Habbaniyeh basin into an escape 
and storage reservoir had not been completed :kt the outbreak of the 
Present war. An escape-canal, about 6$ miles (10 km.) long and 
56 yds. (50 metres) wide, had been cut between the Euphrates 

MES. I L -
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immediately below Ramsdiyeh and the Habbsniyeh Lake, but no water 
had been let into this channel, as t'he outlet from the basin had not 
yet been made. I t  was intended to cut an outlet canal about 4 miles 
long, from the NE. of the lake to the Euphrates about 4 miles above 
Saqlnwiyeh. 

The area and capacity of the Habbsniyeh depression are as 
follours: 
Below 40 metres (131$ ft.) above sea-level. 146 sq. km. (56 sq. m.) : 

164,500,000 cubic metres (5,808,495,000 cubic ft.). 
Below 43 metres (141 ft.) above sea-level, 257 sq. km. (99 sq. m.) : 

598,500,000 cubic metres (21,133,035,000 cubic ft.). 
Below 46 metres (151 ft.) above sea-level, 341 sq. km. (132 sq. m.): 

1,477,500,000 cubic metres (52,170,525,000 cubic ft.). 
See further on the Habbaniyeh and Abu Dibis basins pp. 163-4. 

FOR IRRIGATIONSIR WILLIAX .WILLCOCKS' SCHEME THE O F  IRAK' 
With regard to the following summary of Sir William Willcocks' 

proposals, i t  may be noticed that his scheme, in the form in which it  
was put forward i n  1911 (see pp. 165-8 below), has recently been criti- 
cized. It has been argued: (a) that the scheme is on an imprac- 
ticably large scale in view of the size of the population of I rak ;  
(b)  that it is based on an insufficient study of the rivers and the 
country; (G) that the advisability of restoring, if possible, the 
drainage of southern Irak has not been taken into account ; (d) that 
the claims of navigation have not been given their proper weight. 

Proposed Works for the Prevention of Excessive Floods and for 
Storage of TVater 

With a view to obtaining adequate control of the river-water in 
Irak, Sir William Willcocks has proposed the construction of bnr- 
rages and escapes at  the heads of the river-deltas. 

The effect of such works would be: (a) to relieve the rivers of 
their excess flood-water a t  the points where they enter the alluvial 
plains which lie below their high flood-levels, and thus to ensure 
these plains against inundation ; (6 ) to enable large quantities of the 
flood-supply of the rivers to be stored in reservoirs, so that i t  might 

1 See Sir William Willcocks' Irrigation o/ Nesopotuntia (1st edition, 1905 ; 
2nd edition, containing much new nlatter, 1911), and two articles by the same 
author in the Near East for Sept. 29 and Oct. 6, 1916. 
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be available for irrigation during the low season (compare 011 this 
point pp. 154-5). 

The amount of water which it  would be possible to store in reser- 
voirs near the heads of the river-deltas is estimated at 18 nlilliards 
of cubic metres. Much x~ould be lost by evaporation, but i t  is 
believed that 12 milliards of cubic metres would be available for 
irrigation purposes.. 

Nevertheless, in case different parts,  of the river-basins were 
administered by different goveniments, and if irrigation works on a 
large scale were carried out in upper Mesopotan~ia or in  the basins 
of the upper Euphrates and Tigris, it might be necessary for the 
administration which controlled the Irak system to have an agree- 
ment as to the distribution of water with the authorities who 
controlled the supply higher up. 

Proposed Barrage and Z s c a ~ e  at tlte Head of tile Etbpkrates Delta-In 
1911 Sir William Willcocks suggested a point below Felltijeh near 
the head of the Abu Ghoreib canal as a suitable site for a barrage. 
But in  1916, as the result of further study of the river-bed in this 
neighbourhood, he expressed a preference for a point near the head 
of the Saqlawiyeh canal upstream of Felltijeh ; there is here an out- 
crop of limestone in the bed of the Euphrates which would give 
a solid foundation. The Habbaniyeh escape-canal mould take off 
water above the barrage and carry it  into the Habbaniyeh depression. 
In  1911 SirWilliam Willcocks did not contemplate a sga r t  of his 
immediate programme the storage of Euphrates water, being con- 
cerned only with the prevention of excessive floods. H e  intended 
therefore for the present to use the Habbsniyeh and Abu Dibis 
depressions (which were to be connected by a cut) rnerely as escapes, 
though he looked forward to their eventual use as reservoil-s. Subse-
quently i t  appeared that the Habbaniyeh basin was probably large 
enough to contain all the excess flood-water from the Euphrates, and 
it was decided to treat it as a reservoir; t.he connecting cut to the 
Abu Dibis basin was given up, and, as has already been said (p. 159). 
it was decided to make an outlet from the north-east end of 
Habbaniyeh to the Euphrates above Saqla~viyeh. 

J'roposed Barrage and Escape at tlte Head of tlze Tigris Delta.- Sir 
Williarn Willcocks has proposed a main and a subsidiary barrage on 
the Tigris 10 miles below Samarra and just below the head of the 
Dujeil canal. He  did not include an escape for the Tigris in his 
programme of 1911, as the expense of such a work would have long 
remained beyond the meails of the Turkish Government. Instead, 
he suggested a partial insurance against Tigris floods in  a scheme 
noticed below. But in 1916 he pointed out that in the desert 

L 2 
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west of the Tigris there is a trough which starts from the 
neighbourhood of the river near Istablat, about 6 miles below 
Samarra, and runs SW. to the large depression into ivhich the 
Wadi Tartar drains ; ancl along this trough an escape-canal might 
be carried, though at a considerable cost. If the Tartar depression, 
which has not yet been surveyed, should prove sufficiently large, 
a reservoir might be established here, which could support the 
irrigation of the country between the rivers from Baghdad to Babylon. 
If the depression is not large enough to store all the excess flood- 
water of the Tigris, the escape could be carried on to the Euphrates 
reservoir in the Habbaniyeh basin, with wl~ich would then be con- 
nected, for the purpose of storing the additional water from the 
Tigris, the neighbouring depression of Abu Dibis. 

Sir William Willcocks calculates the cost of a Tigris escape to 
Habbgniyeh and of the reservoirs in connexion with i t  at f22,000,000. 
If the Tartar depression should prove large enough to take the 
whole of t'he water from.the Tigris, the cost would fall, he considers, 
to &12,000,000. But i t  would seem difficult to calculate what I\-ould 
be the cost of such works in the new conditions which will have 
been created by the war. 

Ot7ler Pro9osals for Dealing wit7b Tigris Floods.-In la1Sir William 
Willcocks proposed that until an escape for the excess waters of the 
Tigris could be constructed at the head of the delta, the ' fo l lo~~ing  
nleasures sho~zld be adopted : that the inundations from the Tigris 
at  Baghdad should be reduced by an escape at Mocadhdham, which 
would allow the flood-waters to spill into the depression east of 
Baghdad, whence they would return to the river by an outlet below 
the city ; that the right bank of the Tigris above Baghdad should be 
secured by an embankment from about opposite Mnnstiriyeh to 
Kazimain ; and that downstream of Baghdad towards I<ut el-Amara 
the country between the rivers (which was to be irrigated from the 
Euphrates) should be protected by an embankment consisting of the 
spoil of the ' right Tigris canal ' (for which see below, p. 165), while 
the floods were to be allowed to spill over the left bank. When Sir 
William Willcocks wrote there were frequent spills from the Tigris 
bend south of Ctesiphon. He  proposed to make a cut across the neck 
of the bend in order to induce the river to silt up its former channel, 
and then, having allowed time for a gradual increase of water in the 
Tigris below this point, to carry the right Tigris canal across the 
b ~ n dso as to close i t  altogether. The cut across t,he neck of this 
loop was subsequently dug by the Turks in 1915. 
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~reathte,atof Selected Areas as Prol~osedin 1911 

Since the scheme of irrigation put forward by Sir William Will- 
coclrs in 1911 did not take storage into account, the total area to be 
comnlanded by the \vorks then proposed is only about 1,410,000 
hectares (3,480,000 acres). 

(a) The country between Fellajeh and Baghdad on the north and 
Kiifeh and Kut el-Amar:~ on the south was to be irrigated from the 
Euphrates as follo~vs : 

(i) The necessary head of water was to be obtained by means of 
a barrage near Felliijeh (but see above, p. 163), as well as by the 
Hindiyeh Barrage, 

(ii) The Saqlgwiyeh canal was to be restored and used as the 
feeder of a canal-system along the right bank of the Tigris. The 
Saqlawiyeh was to discharge into Lake 'Aqarqiif, from the southern 
end of which the 'right Tigris canal ' was to start. This latter canal 
was to be carried at first to the Tigris bend south of Ctesiphon (see 
p. 164), and was later to be prolonged to Kut el-Aniara. 

(iii) A canal along the left bank of the Euphrates from above the 
New Barrage to the head of the Iskanderiyeh was to feed a number 
of large canals (the Abu Qhoreib, Ridhwaniyeh, upper Melcha, 
Lntifiyeh) which were to run weut~vards to the depression between 
the Tigris and Euphrates. This depression was to serve as a drain. 

(iv) The Kutha canal, taking off SSE. from the Latifiyeh, was to 
water the interior of the country between the upper part of the 
Hilla branch and the Tigris towards the Shatt en-Nil. From the 
Kutha a western branch (the Babylon canal) was to run towards Hilla. 

(v) The country along the Hindiyeh branch of the Euphrates 
was to be irrigated by canals taking off from above the Hindiyeh 
Barrage and carried along the right and left banks of the branch 
to beyond Hindiyeh town (Tawnrij). 'Downstream of Tawarij, 
at. the bifurcation of the Shamiyeh and Kafeh branches, barrages 
will be needed in  future, but the Hindiyeh branch is itself under- 
going such great changes that the time is not yet ripe for undertaking 
them.' , 

The area commanded by these works is 650,000 hectares (1,605,500 
acres), including 100,000 hectares commanded by the extension of 
the ' right Tigris canal ' beyond the Ctesiphon bend. The estimated 
cost of the irrigation works under pre-war conditions (the estimates 

In calculating the cost of these projects, Sir William Willcocks added one-
third to the cost obtained from quantities and rates for 'conti~igencies,estab-
lishment, tools and plant, and accomnlodation'. The total thus obtaiilecl w a s  
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for the Habbsniyeh escape and Hindiyeh Barrage being omitted) \\.as 
&TS,347,130 (£4,812,417), of which 32T1,006,760 (£906,084) would 
go to the prolongation of the 'right Tigris canal ' from the Ctesiphon 
bend to Kut. The total cost of agricultural works was estimated at  
&T6,500,000 (£5,850,000). 

( I ) )  The country along the Shatt el-Hai would be irrigated from 
the Tigris. The Shatt el-Hai would be restored and its supply 
increased by a barrage on the Tigris at Kut el-Amara. 

The area commanded here was to be 260,000 hectares (617,500 
acres). The cost of the irrigation works was estimated at  £1'2,757,980 
(£2,482,182) ; that of the agricultural works at  3T2,500,000 
(22,250,000). 

(c) I n  the Basra district the alluvial land west and south of the 
city was to be irrigated from the Euphrates as follows : 

The water i n  the Euphrates khor between Gurmat 'Ali and Snq 
esh-Shuynkh mould be held up in the low season by a barrage at 
Gurmat 'Ali. In order to prevent t,he increased amount of water 
behind the barrage from spreading over so wide an area that its 
evaporation would nullify the effect of the barrage, the Euphrates 
water would be cut off from the Hammsr Lake and the old channel 
by a dam at  Saq esh-Shuynkh, and its water would all pass down 
to Gurmat 'Ali, being confined on the north by a bank running from 
Say esh-Shuyakh to Kurna.. Thus t.he Hammsr Lake and the old 
channel would be fed with Tigris water only, while the Euphrates 
water would be concentrated in the present 7;hdrof the new channel, 
and when held up by the Gurmat 'Ali barrage would not be able to 
spread north into the Tigris marshes. I t  would be carried to the 
Basra plain by a canal passing between Basra and Zobeir. 

The area to be commanded is 90,000 hectares (222,300 acres). 
Estimated pre-war cost of irrigation works, £T1,996,960 (31,797,264) ; 
of agricultural works, &T900,000 (5'810,000). 

An estimate was also made for the reclamation of 50,000_ hectares 
(123,500 acres) of land in the Euphrates marshes: for irrigation 
works, &T425,000 (£382,500) ; for agricultural ~vorks, £T250,000 

( f225,000). 
(The land between Basra and Zobeir used to be flooded mainly 

from the Euphrates klwr on the north, and also partly from the 
Shatt el-'Arab below Basra. I n  1915-16 bunds mere built from 

doubled to allow for interest on the money spent during the executio~r of these 
works and their subsequent development. The result thus reached is called by 
Sir William Willcocks the 'true ' or 'actual' cost. It is this actual ' cost that 
has been quoted here and in subsequent paragraphs. 
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Magi1 to the Shacaibeh ridge north-west of Zobeir, and from the 
Zobeir Gate of Basra to the high ground near Zobeir town. These 
bunds have held up the inundations from north and south, but it 
seems that the consequent increase of water in the Shatt el-'Arab 
has done some dai~lage among the date-gardens on the river-bank.) 

(d) The country between Beled and Baghdad on the right bank 
of the Tigris was to be watered from the Tigris through the restored 
Dujeil, which was to be kept supplied by means of barrages on the 
river ilnniediat,ely below the head of the canal (see above, p. 163). 
Large canals branching from the Dujeil were to supply the alluvial 
lands east and west of it. 

The area commanded by these works was to be 170,000 hectares 
(419,000 acres). The estimated pre-war cost of the irrigation works 
was &T2,118,240 (£1,906,416) ; that of the agricultural works was 
~CT1,700,000 ($1,530,000). 

(e) The country along the lower course of the Nahrawnn, east of 
of the Diysleh, was to be irrigated, for winter crops only, by Diyaleh 
water carried in the Nahrawnn. 

A t  present the lower Diyaleh feeds the Klialis system on its right 
bank, and the Khorsssn, Mahrut, and Beled Ruz canals on its left 
bank. Good masonry regulators a t  the heads of these canals are 
needed, as well as regulators for the escapes back into the Diysleh. 

The existing canals appropriate the whole supply of the Diynleh 
in the low-water season, but at  other times they leave in the river 
enough water to irrigate a considerable area on which winter crops 
could be grown. Sir William Willcocks has proposed to turn this 
available water into the lower course of the Nahrawan between Abu 
Sifweh and Hut el-Amara. He indicates three possible ways of 
doing this : 

(i) By a masonry barrage at Bbu Sifweh ; but 'this barrage would 
be strained very severely to maintain the level of the water needed 
for the canal '. 

(ii) By the cons$ruction of a canal taking off from the Diyaleh 
under the Jebel Hamrrn and carried thence to the lower Nahrawsn. 

(iii) By the diversion of the main stream of the Diyaleh in the 
neighbourhood of the Jebel Hamrin to a line pass i~g  east of the Beled 
Ruz canal and down the 1Ch0r el-Merj and the K h ~ r  Suweikiyeh 
to the Tigris east of Kut. Part of the Diysleh waters would t,hen 
be allowed to pass down the old bed of the river to Abu Sifweh, 
and could there be turned into the Nahraw~n by an earthen dam. 

The total area to be commanded along the lower Nahrawan is 
200,000 hectares (494,000 acres). The cost of the irrigation works 
il~volved in scheme (iii) under pre-war conditions was put a t  
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£Tl,817,120 (£1,635,408), and the cost of the agricultural works 
at £T2,000,000 (L1,800,000). 

(f) On the Tigris below Kut  el-Amara the only works proposed 
mere those considered necessary for the preservation of the naviga- 
bility of the river in the marshes below Amam. The ,plans include 
the placing of weirs at  the heads of the larger canals iu the marshes. 
The question how to safeguard tlie navigation channel in the 
marshes is at present under consideration (see p. 281). 



CHAPTER XI 

AGRICULTURE AND LAND TENURE 

Introduction-Principal cultivated :r~eas-Soil-3Ietl1ods of cultivution-
Principal crops-Domestic animals-Land tenure and taxation of agri-
culture : the land question in Irak. 

INthe recent past the wealth of Mesopotamia has consisted 
almost wholly in agricultur~il produce and in flocks and herds; and 
upon its agriculture and stock-raising the future fortunes of the 
country will chiefly depend. The natural fertility of the soil in 
the alluvial plains of Irak and Arabistan, and in  large areas of 
upper Mesopotanlia, promises an immense increase in the productive- 
ness of these lands if they should be well governed, well irrigated, 
and adequately populated. 

The staple lwoducts of the country are dates, rice, barley and wheat, 
wool and goats' hair, hides and skins. Date-cultivation is practically 
confined to Irak and southern Arabistan, and it, is in the marshy 
and easily flooded lands of the south that most of the rice is grown. 
The cultivation of cotton in Irak, insignificant in the past, may 
becollle very important in the future. 

I n  the plains of Irak and Arabistan agriculture depends mainly on 
irrigation, although the amount of rainfall has much to do with the 
success or failure of the winter crops, which include wheat and barley. 
I n  upper BIesopotan~ia wheat and barley are generally dependent on 
rainfall alone ; but there is a certain amount of irrigation for rice, 
cotton, and other crops. I n  Imk, owing to the need of irrigation, the 
principal cultivated areas consist of belts of land adjoining rivers, 
canals, or marshes ; the most prosperous districts are tbhose in which 
it  has been found easiest to get the river-water 011 to the land. I n  
upper JIesopotamia the most important areas of cultivation lie in 
the plains, but not far from the hills, in regions where the soil is 
good and the rainfall plentiful enough for wheat and barley, and the 
streams which descend from tlle highlands can be used for growing 
cotton and rice or watering orchards. 
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Only a very small proportion of the cultivable area of Mesopotaniia 
is a t  present under tillage. For a considerable extension of agricul- 
ture in  the country there would be needed : (a) the establishment of 
law and order ; (b)scientific irrigation ; (c) the improvement of com- 
munications and means of transport ; (d) the establishment of a good 
financial rkgime, and the regulation of land tenure so as to remove 
existing agrarian trouble ; (e) the introduction of agricultural 
machinery and the improvement in other ways of agricultural 
methods; (f)  an increase of population. 

(a) The Turkish Government has failed to enforce the peace in its 
Mesopotamian provinces. Among the Arabs tribal fighting and the 
blood-feud have absorbed much of the cultivators' energies, and i n  
some parts of the country the Fellahin have suffered from black- 
mailing Bedawis. I n  the north fertile districts have been kept 
unproductive by the lawlessness of the Kurds and especially by their 
harrying of the non-Moslem population. So too in Arabistan agri- 

.culture was partially paralysed, notably in the Dizfnl plain. 
(6)  It is obvious that Mesopotanlia needs scientific irrigation under 

Governnient control. The uncoordinated and crude irrigation work 
of the Arab tribes has been not only inadequate, but in some ways 
positively harmful. I t  must lie with the Government of the country 
to construct and maintain scientifically planned irrigation works, to 
organize the distribution of water, to prevent excessive flooding, and 
to reclaim areas now rendered useless by the disintegration of the 
lower Euphrates and Tigris. (See Chapter X.) 

(c) In  Irak, where transport has been mainly by river, the condition 
of the waterways has been such as seriously to hamper the carriage of 
agricultural prodt~ce ; thus wheat and barley grown in the Euphrates 
districts, having been harvested in  May, might have to wait until the 
following spring to be brought downstream to Basra, owing to the 
d%culties of navigation in the low-water season. From the Mosul- 
Erbil region, the most important wheat-growing country in upper 
Mesopotamia, grain nTas brought down the Tigris to Baghdad by rafts 
(Iceleks). Before the war pack-animals were almost the only means 
of transporting produce by land. Bullock-carts seern to have been 
used only locally in a few districts in the northern part of our area. 

(a) Under Turkish rule there have been ineclualities in the assess- 
mdn't and payment of the taxes on agriculture.- A considerable part 
of the agricultural population has paid its taxes irregularly or not at 
all. Those who could be coerced were made to pay, and the interests 
of the country as a whole suffered accordingly. Moreover i t  seems 
that part of the revenue was wasted for the benefit of individuals 
either a t  Constanti~iople or in Mesopotanlia. 
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On some estates cultivators 'have been suffering from the extortions 
of owners or St,ate tenants. Elsewhere landlords whose titles have 
been acquired by purchase from the Turkish Government have been 
unable to collect their rents from the tribesmen who claim the land 
as their own. (See further on this subject pp. 193-4.) 

(e) At  present the Arab's met,hods of cultivation are primitive 
and wasteful. But he is iutelligent, and i t  is probable that with 
assistance, instruct;ion, and control he would improve, and would 
be able to make use of modern implements and machineiy. He has 
been accused of indolence ; but i t  appears that, if he can feel that he 
is working for himself, and can see that the amount of his profit will 
depend on his industly, he can work hard enough. 

( f )  The number of the inhabitants of Mesopotamia is very far 
below what is needed for the exploitation of the cultivable soil. 
The supply of labour for the land will increase, but i t  cannot be 
expected that in the near future the increase will be great. Nonlads 
may settle down, and semi-nomads take to a more thorough tilling of 
the soil. The cessatiol~ of tribal warfare may release sheikhs' retainers 
for the fields. Women's labour may be employed more regularly. 
Meanwhile with better political, econon~ic, and hygienic conditions 
tlie birth-rate would rise and the death-rate decline. On the whole it 
seems that the population of the country should be able, with the 
assistance of labour-saving machinery, to take advantage of a gradual 
extension of the cultivaLle area by means of irrig atb'ion. 

The principal areas of cultivation are the following : 
(a) I n  Irak ' : 

(i) The banks of the Shatt el-'Arab, which form one of the chief 
date-producing areas of the world. 

(ii) The neighbourhood of the lower ~ u ~ h r a t e k  about Ngsir~yeh 
and Siiq esh-Shuytikh'. In  this low-lying marshy region, 
where the river water is widely distributed, the most 
important crop is rice. Millet, maize, and on the higher 
lailds barley and wheat, are also grown. 

(iii) The Amara district, including the lands along the Jehaleh 
(Chahala), Michl.~yeh, and Majarr el-Keb~r canals. Here 
barley and wheat are grown on the higher ground near 
the river, rice and millet on the lower slopes towards the 

Before the war only about 6 per cent. of the cullivabla area in Irak bore 
crop. 
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marshes into which the canals drain. Rice and barley 
appear to be the most important crops. 

(ivj The IIai district. Barley and wheat are grown along the 
Shatt el-Hai. 

(v) The neighbourhood of the Hindiyeh and Hilla branches of 
the Euphrates from B'Xuseyib as far down as the Babr-i- 
Shinsfiyeh on the Hindiyeh arm, and the neighbourhood of 
Diwiiniyeh on the Hi!la. This is an immensely fertile 
region with a comparatively large a.gricultura1 population. 
Conditions here are specially favourable to the increase of 
production in the immediate future by the orgal~ization and 
extension of irrigation. The principal crops are wheat ancl 
barley, rice on the lands to which abundant water can be 
brought, and dates. 

(vi) The Baghdad-Bacliibeh 	 district. The alluvial plain NNE. of 
Baghdad, u7aterect by the Khslis canal from the Diysleh, 
produces cl~iefiy wheat and barley; some rice and cotton 
are raised in suminer ; dates are grown along the Tigris 
near Baghdad. 

( b )  In Arabistnn and Behbehan : 
(i) The Persian bank of the Shatt el-'Arab, 1)roducing chiefly 

dates. 
(iij The Fellahiyeh district (watered by the Jerriihi): dates, 

rice, barley, and wheat. 
jiii) The Hawizeh district, west of the II(ara11 river, and inciud- 

ing the n~arshes of the Karkeh : rice and dates. 
(iv) The Ahwsz district, from the K a r ~ n  eastwards towards the 

Jerrahi, produces wheat and barley in years of favourable 
rainfall. 

(v) The Dizffil-Shushtar region. This area. and especially the 
D iz f~ lplain, has great agricultural possibilities. Wheat is 
the staple crop ; a good deal of rice is also grown. 

(vi) The Ramuz plain produces wheat, barley, and rice. 
(vii) The Behbehan plain : wheat, barley, and rice. 

(c) I n  Upper Mesopotamia : 
(i) The region of the Znbs. 	 This is the most inlporta~lt agricul- 

tural area in upper Mesopotamia. It includes the plains 
between the Tigris in the neighbourhood of Mosul and the 
lower course of' the Great Z~ab, the Erbil plain between the 
Great and the Lesser Zsb, and a chain of cultivated areas 
extending along the foot of the Iiurdish liills from Erbil to 
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Tnz Khurmatli. Wheat and barley are here the staple 
crops. 

(ii) The plains at  the southern foot of the Tur Ahdin. 	 Here 
the most highly cultivated land seems to be that watered 
by the Jaghjagh river in the neighbourhood of Nisibin. 
Wheat, barley, and rice are the principal crops produced. 

(iii) The plains beneath the southern spurs of the Qarajeh Dngh 
highlands including the districts of Urfeh, Harr%n, and 
Seriij. ' 

Moderately productive areas in Upper Mesopotamia are : 
(i) Parts of the middle Euphrates valley, especially the Deir ez- 

Zor-Meyyadm stretch, the Anah district, and the Had~seh 
-Eluz district. 

(ii) The Beled Sinjar-Tel 	 A'far region at the foot of the Jebel 
Sinjar and its outliers. 

(iii) The Diarbeltr basin, with a south-western extension Eetween 
the Euphrates and the north-west and west side of the 
Qarajeh Dngh highlands, including the Severek district. 

The alluvial soil of the plains of Imk is mainly an argillaceous, 
calcareous loam, homogeneous in charitcter, and of great potential 
fertility. I t  is friable and porous, and to ti great extent free from 
sterilizing salts, although these occur . in uncultivated areas that 
a.ie liable to flood and lack adequate druin:~ge. The presence of 
a large amount of lime in the soil, in some cases as much as 
14 per cent. and averaging 1 2  per cent., makes it  easy to work 
but less retentive of moisture that1 i t  would ot.herwise have been. 
Samples of soil from the Tigris and Euphrates rlistricts have been 
analysed, and the result shows the presence of a considerable quantity 
of fine sand ; this should be an :~dvant:tge where salt is present and 
~irashing is necessary. The principal s:dt which occurs is sodiunl 
chloride (common salt). Carbonate of soda is not present, and the 
cleansing of the land should not be difficult where the supply of 
water is adequate and drainage can be arranged. I n  the salt lands 
the average percentage of so1ul)le salts is 5.28, which is enough to 
prevent the growth of vegetation. I n  the samples of soil ana-
lysed an adequate supply of tlie essetitials of plant food has been 
found. The .percentage of nitrogen, averaging 0.12 per cent.? is 
equal to that of the soils of Egypt ; for soil not under cultivation or 
vegetation the percentage is high. The nitrogen probably occurs in 
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forms which are not readily available, but cultivation would be likely 
to alter this. Potash is present in more than average quantity, and 
averages 0.4-0.6 per cent. ; this is more than enough to meet t,he 
requirements of any ordinary crop. Phosphoric acid is found also i n  
sufficient: quantity (0.2 per cent.) to permit the growth of all orclinzlry 
crops without the application of special manures. Possibly cotton 
might be benefited by the addition of phosphate, but this can be 
determined only by experiment, and depends to a great extent on 
local conditions. 

Information as to the soils of Arabistan and upper Mesopotamia 
is very slight and vague. The soil of the alluvial lands of Arabistan, 
especially along the lower Ksran and in the Dizfril plain, is believed 
to be of great fertility. 

I n  upper Mesopotamia a large part of the northern Jezrreh has 
a good soil, e.g. in the Serrij district (a heavy red earth), in the 
Urfeh-Harriin plain (a red loam), and in  the Khabar basin round 
Nisibin (a red-brown loam and humus). In  the plains east of the 
middle Tigris (between Mosul and the Great Zab, between the Great 
and the Lesser Znb, and in a strip of country along the foot of the hills 
from Altun Koprii to the Diyaleh) there is a fertile argillaceous loam. 
Strips of alluvial soil occur along the troughs of the Tigris, Khabar, 
Relilth, and other rivers. 

Methods of cultivation have so far been primitive, and have in  
many ways tended to keep down production. No trouble has been 
taken to clean and select seed. The preparation of the land for 
wheat nnd barley has been very slight; in Irak one light plouglling 
has been thought enough. The ploughs in use have been wooden. 
Manuring has not been practised, the dung being used for fuel. 
Threshing has been done generally by cattle or buffaloes which tread 
out the corn, but near the towns a native threshing machine of 
Mosul manufacture has sometimes been used. Arrangements for 
storir~g crops have been inadequate. Grain has beer1 put on tlle 
market in  a very dirty state. There has been no method in use 
of preserving fodder crops such as hay. 

The introduction of machinery for ploughing, reaping, and thresh- 
ing is an urgent need of the country. Fuel might be supplied by oil 
from Arabistan or perhaps eventually from Turkish Mesopotamia. 
Reaping machines have already been procured for Irak. 

It has already been noticed (p. 169) that agriculture is more closely 
dependent on irrigation in Irak than in uppei. Mesopotamia. The 
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means of irrigation in Irak are water-lifts (c72ewads), oil-pumps, 
canals, and dams (on these see further p. 160). Along the river- 
channels the ground slopes down~vards away from the banks. 
Distributing canals descend these slopes and in many instances tail 
into marshes. The higher part of the slope, nearest the main 
channel, being the driest is most likely to be suited for the cultiva- 
tion of barley and wheat. The lower slopes, being more easily 
watered, may be used for rice-fields. Millet may be raised on 
intermediate levels between the winter crops and the rice. Changes 
in the location or the character of cultivation may be caused from 
time to time by changes in the distribution of the water-supply. 
Land that at  one time produced rice may now, owing to a drop in  
the water-levels, yield only wheat and barley, or vice versa; or 
aultivation may have to be given up altogether, the water that 
formerly supplied the land being diverted elsewhere. The dispro- 
portion between the area of cultivable soil and the area actually 
cultivated makes i t  easy to break new ground. It is said that the 
policy of the Da'irat es-Saniyeh was to acquire the most easily 
worked canals and to push each as far as i t  would go, never irrigating 
the same land n second time until the canal had been carried to its 
greatest possible length. The Arab cultivator is wasteful in the use 
of water, and his crude methods of obtaining i t  are partly responsible 
for the present disintegration of the rivers. (See p. 154.) 

I n  upper Mesopotamia irrigation is employed chiefly in  the 
c1,ltivation of rice, cotton, maize, millet, and fruits. In  parts of 
the middle Tigris and middle Euphrates valleys water is lifted by 
ellerrads (see p. 160). Where the water has to be raised to a consider- 
able height rnaurs are used. These are large water-wheels, built out 
into a stream on dams and lifting the water by means of buckets.' 
I t  is said that in  the Mosul neighbourhood water-wheels are some- 
times placed in wells. The damming of streams for irrigation is 
a common practice ; the water held up by the dam is either allowed 
to flood the neighbouring fields or diverted into runnels (ka~ezes). 
I n  some parts of the country, and notably in the Erbil-Kirkuk 
region, such runnels may be carried underground (qccnafs, sometimes 
also called karexes). 

Canal irrigation is used in Arabistan. I n  the Fellahiyeh district 
there is an elaborate canal system supplied by the \vaters of the 
Jerriihi. I n  the northern province underground channels are found. 
On the Karan irrigation was formerly maintained by means of great 
clams at Shushtar and Allwaz (see p. 156, foot-note). 

1 Similar wheels are used to drive flour-mills. 
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There are two harvests in Mesopotz~mi:~-the spring (sl~ittoi) and 
the autumn (saiji). The crops harvested in spring ('spiing' or 
'winter' crops) include wheat, bal-ley, beans, and hurtzcman (a kind 
of oats) ;they are sown between October and March and are harvested 
for the most part in April or May. Crops harvested in autumn 
(' autunln ' or ' sumnler ' crops) are dates, rice, maize (idIhral&), millet 
(dukluz), lentils (musli), 'kidney pea (Zz~bigeh),sesame, cotton, and 
tol)acco. The summer field crops are sown in April, May, or June 
and are harvested in August, September, or October. 

(a) Winter Crops 

Wlleat and barley are by far the most important of the winter 
crops. I n  Irak and Arabistan they are grown principally pn  the 
higher and drier lands that are capable of irrigation, but they are 
affected by the quantity of the rainfall and are even sometimes raised 
on unirrigated land. I n  ,upper Mesopotamia they are usually 
dependent on rainfall alone. 

It appears that in  Irak considerably more barley than wheat 
is grown. Among the chief areas in  Irak producing these grains 
appear to be : 

(i) The lands watered from the Euphrates between the Saqlawiyeh 
canal and the Bahr-i-Shinnfiyeh. Here Hilla has been the centre 
of the grain trade. On the Hindiyeh branch of the Euphrates much 
land formerly under rice has now come under wheat and barley. 

(ii) The lands along the Euphrates between Samaweh and 
Saq esh-Shuyakh. 

(iii) The neighbourhood of the Shatt el-Hai (the Shatt el-Gharaf). 
(iv) The lalid between the Diynleh and Tigris watered by the 

Khalis canal. 
(v) The Amara district. 
I n  Arahistan wheat and barley are grown on tile drier cultivated 

lands throughout the country. A h w ~ z  is the centre of the grain 
trade. Wheat is the staple product of the Dizfal plain. 

I n  upper Mesopotamia the principal corn-growing area is in the 
plains east and south-east of Mosul in  the neighbourhood of the Zabs. 
I t  appears that in this region there is  more wheat than barley. The 
vilxyet of Diarbekr (\vhich itlcludes besides the Diarbekr basin 
the districts of Nisibin and Nardin) produces enough wheat and 
l ~ r l e y  to export to 3Iusul and Baghdad when there is a shortage 
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in these provinces. It seems that a good deal of wheat and barley is 
also grown in the Sernj and Urfeh-Harrsn districts. 

Wheat and barley are generally sown either i.n September and 
October or between November and the end of January, i.e. either 
before or after the first cold days of winter. I n  some districts i t  is 
usual to wait for the first autunin rains before sowing. The earlier 
sowing (hirji) seems to produce crops which thrive better, and, as 
they ripen in good time, are more likely to escape the attacks of 
locusts than those raised from the later sowing (atltli). Barley 
sown in September in the Hilla district is high enough to afford 
fodder for cattle in November, and after being eaten down once 
springs again with greater vigour. I n  the Basra vilayet one reason 
for late sowing is that tribes which grow wheat and barley frequently 
migrate in  autumn to the rice-lands i n  order to help in the harvest 
there, YO that their own lands are neglected till the end of December 
or January. The land is only lightly ploughed, and the upturned 
soil is not exposed to the sun for any length of time. After the 
sowing a cross ploughing covers the seed. The harvest begins in 
April. The corn is threshed after being dried in the sun. Usually 
lt IS trodden out by buffaloes or cows. The grain often suffers from 
careless storage and i~isufficient protection against the weather. 

The an~ounts of wheat and barley produced in ~~esopotamia have 
varied greatly according to the amount of rainfall, the river-levels 
(abnorn~ally high winter flsods may do much damage to these crops), 
and political conditions. 

Mesopotamian wheat is of a hard red Bind. There are white and 
black varieties of barley, the white being in demand for export, the 
black consumed locally, chiefly as fodder for horses. (See further on 
the qualities of these grains pp. 215-16.) Experiments are being made 
in Irak with Indian wheat and barley. 

Beans are planted in  Irak at the end of September and are 
harvested at  the beginning of April ; green beans, however, appear 
on the market about the middle of February. The beans raised are 
of' various kinds, among them the broad, French, and haricot 
varieties. 

Hurttcnzan, described as 'a sort of oats',is sown in Irak in January 
and reaped about the end of May. 

(b) Szcmmer . Crops 
nice.-The cultivation of rice (timn) is of great and growing 

importance in Irak. The rice-lands are those which can be most 
abundantly supplied with water. The most important areas of rice- 
production in  Irak are: 

YES. I hI 



AGRICULTURE AND LAND TENURE 

(a) I n  the south: in the marsh-lands of the lower Euphrates, 
especially in the ileighbourhood of Siiq esh-Shuyiikh, and on the 
lands watered from the Tigris and its distributaries near and below 
Amara. 

(b) I n  the west: in the lower and moister parts of the country 
along the Hindiyeh and Hilla branches of the Euphrates. On the 
Shatt el-Hindiyeh :t recent drop in  the I\-ater-levels has caused 
the conversion of large areas of rice-land into wheat and barley 
fields. On the Shatt el-Hilla rice is grown along the Dighsreh canal 
and about the Khar el-Afej, 

I n  Arabistan rice is grown in the Fellahryeh and Haw~zeh districts 
and in the Dizfiil plain. 

I n  the plains of upper Mesopotamia there is rice-cultivation in 
districts at the foot of the hills where streams from the highlands 
provide an abundant water-supply, as a t  Nisibin. Rice is raised also 
i n  some upland plains and valleys where the drainage from the 
surrounding hills collects. 

I n  Irak rice is generally sown broadcast on the silt deposited by 
the falling floods. Some at least of the rice-growing tribes of southern 
Irak do not use ploughs and therefore have been dependent on the 
lavish inundation of their fields by water heavily laden with silt. I n  
southern Irak, on the lands watered from the lower Tigris, there 
are three kinds of rice: differing according to the method of cultivn- 
tion. These are (i) hirJi: this is early broadcast rice, sown in May 
on the higher middle ground levels below the wheat and barley, and 
ripening at the end of August ; (ii) athli : this is late broadcast rice, 
sown in June on the lower middle lands below 74ir$ and ripening 
about the middle of October; it needs watering until September a t  
least ; (iii) shittal : this is accounted the best rice for eating ; i t  is 
raised almost entirely from immature plants of the hirfi and atlzli 
transplanted with the falling of the floods to lower levels which have 
been covered with some depth of water for upwards of three months ; 
it does not mature until November. I n  western Irak there is a red 
rice which is  sown at the end of February and reaped in July, while 
a white rice is sown in  May and June and reaped towards the end of 
September. S?$ittalis little grown in the Hilla region. 

The size of the rice crop in Irak is much subject to fluctuations, 
owing to its dependence on the height of the river-levels during the 
flood season, which vary from year to year. Heavy crops of rice are 
harvested, but the quality is as a rule coarse.' Rice straw, called b.iilt, 
is used as fodder for cattle. 

1 According to one authority the rice that is put on to the Baghdad market 
includes four principal kinds-nnkkfizeh and 'n?nbnrbot,the best varieties, of which 
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Maize is grown both in  upper and i n  lower Mesopotamia and in  
Arabistan. I n  Irak it is sown in March and harvested in September. 

Jlillet is an important crop both in upper and in lomer Mesopo- 
tamia and is raised in  some parts of Arabistan.' I n  Irak it may be 
grown on the intermediate levels between the winter cereals and 
rice, or on lower ground, in  the marshes, left dry when the floods 
contract, or again by the banks of the rivers where the floods reach 
high enough to soak the earth and recede early enough to admit of 
sowing. I t  is used as food for cattle and poultry and is mixed with 
wheat to make bread. 

Le~ztils.-In Irak the variety of lentil known as mcts7z is raised in 
the better-watered districts; it appears that a damp, sandy soil is 
preferred for this crop. There are two varieties-a green and a black. 
Both sorts are sown at  the end of June ; the green ripens a t  the end 
of Septembel; the black at the beginning of November. The Arabs 
mix mas76 with rice to make soup. A certain amount is exported to 
India. The lentil proper (adas) of Irak is said to be inferior. Lentils 
are also grown in upper Mesopotamia. 

ICiclney peas (Zt~biyelz) are sown in June and harvested i n  October, 
or sold green i n  June and July. There are two varieties of dry 
liibiyeh-a red and a white-of which the red is the cheaper. 

Fmits and Garden Crops 

Dates have hitherto formed the most valuable item among the 
exports of Mesopotamia. The banks of the Shatt el-'Arab are one 
of the principal date-producing areas of the world. Among date- 
growing districts of secondary importance in Irak are the following : 
along the lower Euphrates from Kurna to El-Nedineh, and in the 
neighbonrhood of Snq esh-Shuyakh ; i n  western Irak, round Hilla, 
lcnfeh, Kerbela, and Shifntheh ; on the Tigris about Baghdad. I n  
southern Arabistan dates are grown chiefly on the Persian bank 
of the lower Shatt el-'Arab and in the Fellnhryeh district. I n  
northern Arabistan dates are mentioned among the products of the 
Ramuz plain, but are said not to flourish in  the neighbourhood of 
1)izfril. I n  the southern part of upper-Mesopotamia there are date 
gardens at a few places, notably at  Anah ; but the date-palm is 
found only sporadically in the northern plains of the Jezireh and is 
allsent from the hills. 

The date-palm needs irrigation, and one of the advantages of the 

the second i s  peculiarly scented and in favour with Indians and Persians; 
shimbail, the commonest kind ;and hrizcciiz~wi,n cheap reddish rice consumecl by 
the poorer classes. 

31 2 
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Shatt el-'Arab district lies in the ease with which the plantations are 
watered by the rise of the tide. The river-water reaches them through 
creeks from which are cut side-channels intersecting the gardens. 
The tree is raised from offshoots, which, where water is plentiful 
and the soil good, develop rapidly and bear fruit within four or five 
years. Early i n  April the blosson~ of the female palm, which is the 
fruit-bearing tree, is  fertilized by hand. The Arabs climb the trees 
to insert a sprig of the pollen-bearing male blossom in the sheath 
which contains the female flowers. About one month after fertiliza- 
tion the fruit forms ; it is partially ripe in August, and is sold in  
the bazaars as food, but is not yet fit for preservation. I n  September 
the  fruit is fully ripe, and the clusters are then carefully cut off. 
When required for local consumption the dates are spread on the 
ground and left to dry for about a month. For export they are 
sold damp to the date-brokers. A considerable importation of labour 
takes place at the time of the date harvest; compounds (clherdaglhs) 
are established in  the largest date gardens, and here the dates are 
packed by the Arabs for export. The date crop is liable to suffer 
from the effects of frost in  minter and from excessive heat or drought, 
and from hot winds in the summer which may cause the fruit to 
fall before it is matured. 

Many varieties of dates are grown in Iralr ; of these hallczais, 
l;ltadru~uis, sairs, zeltclis, and deris are exported. EinlZazuis and 
kltaclrazois are the best. (See further on the date trade pp. 214-15.) 

The date-palm and its fruit are put to a number of uses in Irali. 
The ripe fruit is one of the principal articles of food in  the country, 
while the windfalls are collected and are used either as human food 
or as cattle-fodder. Araq is distilled from zehcli dates. The branches 
of the date-palm are used for fuel and as material for furniture- 
making, building, and fencing. The trunks are used for foot-bridges 
as well as in house-building. The fruit-stalks are made up into 
brooms, the fibre into rope, and the leaves into matting. 

Other Fmcits.-In Irak common fruits are melons, water-melons, 
pomegranates, oranges (in the northern part of the country), sweet 
and sour limes, apricots, quinces, and grapes ;almonds, figs, citrons, 
apples, nectarines, peaches, and plums are also grown. The mul- 
berry is cultivated in the Bsqiibeh district in connexionvith the 
silk industry. 

I n  Arabistan pomegranates, figs, and grapes are widely dis-
tributed ; limes, oranges, citrons, quinces, apples, pears, apricots, 
plunls, peaches, mulberries, water-melons, musk-melons, and almonds 
are grown in various places. Oranges are said to do well in the Dizfill 
plain. 
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I n  upper Nesoyotan~ia the vine is common in the hill-country. 
The Severelr vineyards produce a wine which has some local repu- 
tation. Other fruits more or less widely distributed are pome-
granates, melons, water-melons, oranges, apricots, mulberries, 
almonds, peaches, plums, figs, apples, pears, and cherries. The 
oranges of upper Mesopotan~ia are of good quality ; the fruit ripens 
by December. The olive is cultivated in  some of tho lower hill 
districts. 

The figs, apricots, and plums grown in Mesopotamia are said to be 
excellent, and it  has been suggested that the dried-fruit industry 
might be profitably developed. 

lregetabZes. -Among the vegetables of Irak are bamia (okra), 
onions, radishes, beet-root, cucumber, garlic, cabbages, cauliflowers, 
turnips, carrots, tomatoes, artichokes, lettuce, brinjals, cress, and 
pumpltins. Most of the garlic used in Irak is inlported from Persia. 
The cultivation of the potato is being introduced. 

Before the war the cultivation of vegetables in Irak was of little 
importance, except near the larger towns. I n  the Basra vilayet it 
was only in suburban districts that the produce of vegetable gardens 
Tvas regularly assessed for rent or revenue. Elsewhere landlords 
were usually content to receive from vegetable-plots such presents in 
kind as their tenants might offer them. Recently vegetable culti- 
vation has been greatly developed in  the areas occupied by the 
British. 

Vegetables raised i n  Arabistan include tomatoes, lettuce, cucum- 
bers, garlic, and onions. 

I n  upper Mesopotanlia are grown ba~~zia (okra), onions, cabbages, 
carrots, beet-root, horse-radishes, tomatoes, cucumbel.~, pumpkins: 
asparagus, and peas. It  is  reported that the potato has been intro- 
duced in  the Mosul vilayet. 

Cotton, Tobacco, and Other Plnlzts 
Cotto12.-The cotton grown before the war i n  Mesopotamia was 

not considerable in quantity, and for the most part was poor in 
quality. But mucll is expected from the development of cotton- 
cultivation in  Imk. 

Cotton has been grown in northern Irak, mainly round Khanikin 
and elsewhere, on lands watered by canals taking off from the Diynleh 
river, at Nandali, and also on the Tigris near Baghdad, while small 
quantities have been r_aised in the Hills district. I n  upper Nesopo- 
tamia i t  is grown at Anah and Nisibin, and in the Urfeh-Harran 
plain, and also in a nuniber of districts in  the vilayet of Mosol. It 
IS cultivated in northern Arabistan, e. g. in the Dizftil plain. 
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Two indigenous varieties of cottoil are reported to be found in.tlle 
Baghdad market-Iraki and Mukharesh, of which the latter(cu1tivated 
round Khanikin and Mandali) is said to be the better. BoJh kinds 
are short-fibred. On the Tigris, near Baghdad, and at  Anah an 
Indian cotton (Hindi), better than the Iraki, is raised. The cotton 
grown in the Hilla district is favourably reported on. 

Mesopotamian cotton is used locally for manufacturing coarse cloth, 
stuffing mattresses, &c. 

I t  is possible that Irak nlay in  the future become an important 
cotton-producing country. Climate and soil are considered to be 
favourable to the cultivation -of the plant. Experiments with im- 
ported varieties of seed are a t  present being made. 

Tobacco is grown in many parts of upper Mesopotamia and in 
some districts of northern and western Irak (Diyaleh region, 
Kerbela, Nejef, and Hilla) ; also in northern Arabistan. Sowings 
begin in Harch, and the tobacco is gathered about the end of August. 
The nlanufacture and sale of tobacco i n  Turkey was a n~onopoly of 
the Rkgie cointe't.essde des Tabacs de Z'Empim Ottoman, a joint-
stock company, which was practically a branch of the Public Debt 
Department. 

Sesawze is found in  Irak and Arabistan and in upper Blesopotamia. 
It is a summer crop. I n  Irak it,is generally grown on land that has 
been inundated by river-water and left d ly  by the falling flood. On 
the Shatt el-'Arab it is found along the creeks taking off from the 
river. I t  is mostly pressed for oil, which is used for cooking and 
lighting, but sometimes it is roasted for food or used in  the manu- 
facture of sweetmeats. 
Flax is cultivated for linseed in  the vilayet of Diarbekr, alld also 

011Persian territory in the Dizfiil plain and in Kirmanshah. 
Lucerne is grown for fodder in  some districts of Irak and 

Arabistan. 
Pojpies are cultivated for opium in  the Dizfiil and Shushtar 

districts of northern Arabistan and in the province of Hirmanshah. 
The crop is apparently collected about Nay or June. 

I9zdigo is grown in the Dizfal plain and in the Kirmanshah province. 
P e p e r  is grown in the Shushtar district. 

Camels.--These are used for riding and for pack-transport in the 
Mesopotan~ian plains (see further p. 278). 

The riding-camel (dlzebl) is almost always a female ; the burden 
camel is usually a male. The life of camels may extend to 40 or 50 
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years ; they are trained to carry loads from the third year, but are 
not reckoned fit for cvork till the sixth ; and though in regions 
where they are well treated, as in Nejd, they may work when about 
25 years old, they are commonly worn out before reaching half that 
age. 

The great virtue of the species is patience. Though resenting the 
process of being laden, when once started csmels will go on until they 
fall so utterly exhausted that it may be necessary to destroy them : 
it is cheaper to buy three camels than to bring round one \vhich is 
exhausted. If well treated they do not bite or kick. The driver makes 
the laden beast kneel by uttering a guttural cry lilie ikl~--k7~-7;7~!; 
if that fails, he strikes the animal on the neck with his hand ; if 
there is still resistance, he draws it down by the beard. I f  a camel 
is unruly the Arab controls i t  by laying hold of the cartilage of its 
nose, whereupon i t  a t  once becomes amenable. The trot is the 
dromedary's easiest pace ; the walk, if long continued, has been 
described as back-breaking for the inexperienced. After rain, up011 
loamy or slippery soil, camels are useless, slipping so badly that 
a halt must be made till the ground is dry. 

The Bedawi's camel picks up its food where it can, living on the 
roughest grazing, browsing on thorny acacia and tamarisk, and 
finding no small part of its sustenance in  the rinztll, or saline bush, 
which is to camels as flesh meat is to man. When special effort is 
required or grazing insufficient food is carried. The great Hajj 
camels do not browse but are fed, as in Syria, on balls of boiled 
pulse, with addition of knot-grass forage (tkur9)z). The Ageyl usually 
carry a mixturetof millet and coarse flour called alej, which they 
make up every night into balls the size of a man's fist, giving five or 
six to each of their camels. I n  southern Nejd the Arabs roll dates 
into balls, stones and all, and those are reputed to be beneficial as 
medicine. When the spring pasture begins the camels increase i n  
vigour and put on flesh. A t  this season they will go more than two 
months without drinking, the moisture in  the succulent fresh plants 
sufficing for their needs. I n  winter they pass a full week waterless 
without discomfort ; in  summer they must usually drink at intervals 
of three days, though a good dromedary, carrying only a rider, will 
subsist without water for two days longer. 

The largest and most powerful Arabian camels are those bred by 
the Anazeh ; the fastest come from central Arabia and Oman, though 
the breed of the country behind Aden is locally renowned for speed. 
The pure-blooded camel does not flourish at a great distance from 
its native region. The Turks have used thoroughbred Arabian 
dromedaries for canying dispatches in  Mesopotamia and the Syrian 
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Desert.; but i t  is said that north of the 30th parallel they soon 
deteriorate and cannot maintain their former speed. Central Ara- 
bian camels are generally grey or white ; in the north il dun colour 
is preferred ; black is supposed to indicate an uncertain temper. 

A well-bred dromedary will perforni great feats of endurance. 
Leachman states that mail-carriers between Damascus and Baghdad 
have ridden 60 miles a day for nine days in succession. 

Camels are bred by the nomad and semi-nomad tribes. The great- 
est breeders among all the Bedawis are the Anazeh of the Syrian 
Desert (the Fed'an and Amarat about the Euphrates valley, the Sbar 
on the Deir-l)amascus road, the Ruweileh on the Syrian border). 
The Anazeh may own some 300,000 head, and their camels are 
reputed the largest and strongest in all Arabia. The Mesopotamian 
Shammar own perhaps some 10,000 head. Some of the nomads and 
semi-nomads of Iralr breed camels, but very few of them are ex-
ported ; among the best are those of the Beni Lam. There is 
scarcely any camel-breeding in Arabistan. 

Horses.-Horses are bred for riding by Arabs and ICurds, the former 
preferring mares for this purpose. The Arab attaches great importance 
to the pedigree of the finer breed of horses, and the descent of such 
ailimals is preserved by tradition ; celebrated horses are valued a t  
a high price and in  many instances they are not purchasable. 

Good breeds of Arab horses are raised in the Hilla and Diwiiniyeh 
districts of the Euphrates, on .the Tigris by the Beni Lam, in the 
Jezrreh by the Shammiir, in the Syrian Desert by the Anazeh and in 
the neighbourhood of Diarbekr. The 3lesopot:tmian breeds have 
a good reputation, but are inferior to the best of Nejd and Syria. 

Horses over short distances ~vi l l  outstrip and overtake the fastest 
riding-camels ; for purposes of general transport in the desert, bow- 
ever, their value is negligible, as they suffer from thirst and cannot 
take the coarse grazing which contents the camel. Horses are 
chiefly valued by the Arabs for purposes of war;  their ability to 
cover a wide space of ground in a short time makes then1 specially 
valuable for this. To ride a horse is a sign of importance among 
the Arabs, and for a sheikh's horse the difficulty of providing water 
is sonletimes overcome by taking a foster calnel, on the milk of 
which, when other sources f d ,  the horse can live. The Bedawi 
rides either bare-backed or on a pad with a slender girth, guiding his 
horse with a halter only. The bit is not used in the desert, and 
hoofs are left unshod. 

I n  Nesopotainia a native shoe is  used which covers nearly the 
whole of the frog of the hoof, and only a small oval aperture is left 
in the centre. The result seeills to be that animals are frequently 
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lamed by pebbles which become wedged in  the hoof through the 
hole in the shoe. 

The Kurdish breed of horses is raised in the hill country of Kur- 
distan, and in the districts round Iliarbekr and Mosul. Arab blood, 
in some cases nlixed with Turkoman, Persian, and other strains, 
forms the basis of the horse stock seen anlong the Kurds. These 
horses, together with others of inferior Arab strains, are llloatly used 
for transport purposes and for \\orlting water-lifts. 

1Uules.-The mules used in DIesopotamia are bred chiefly in south- 
western or western Persia, and to some extent also by Kurdish 
tribes on Turkish territory. They are employed as pack-animals 
(mostly in the hills) and to draw vehicles. I n  the Diarbekr vilayet 
and the neighbourhood of Kirkuk they are used in agricultural ~ o r k .  
(On the mule as a transport animal see p. 279.) There are important 
mule-markets at Dizfal and Shusht'ar. The mules there procurable 
are on the jvhole good, though they are conlmonly underfed and 
overworked. BTules in Mesopotamia are worked from the age of 3 or 
even 2; years, and do not live long; i t  is rare to see a mule over 
14 years old. They should therefore be bought a t  ages of from 3 to 
8 years ; those of three years are the best. They may be roughly 
divided into four classes : 

(a) The Arab mule, bred from Arab mares and donkeys in the 
deserts south of the Persian mountains. This is a useful pack- 
animal, with good girth and bone and short back; there are prac- 
tically no draught animals in this class. 

(b) The Persian mule, bred from Persian mares and donkeys 
llorth of t.he mountains, and usually known as the Isfa11an mule. 
This class is the best to be procured in large numbers ; i t  includes 
dr:tugtlt and pack-animals in about equal, proportions. The mules 
are brought across the passes as soon as the routes are clear of snow, 
and can be purchased i n  normal years at Dizfiil and Shushtar from 
about the middle of March onwards ; Shushtar woulcl probably yield 
three times as many of this class as Dizfnl. If carrying rates from 
Ahwaz and Shushtar to Isfahan are high, owing to the late opening 
of routes and the accumulation of goods for transit, muleteers will 
not sell their animals readily. Ahwaz is useless as a purchasing 
centre, as nluleteers arriving there can always arrange contracts for 
return journeys. Isfahan is the best purchasing centre for mules, 
and animals should be obtainable there a t  all times, except during 
the ploughing and reaping seasons, December and January, April 
and &lay. 

(c) The Bakhtiyari mule is bred from cross-bred mares of poor 
type, usually half Arab, and inferior donkeys. This mule is a small 
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and inferior paclr-animal, though it usually has good bone, and animals 
of this type are procurable at  all seasons at D i z f ~ l  and in lesser 
numbers at  Shushtar. 

(d) The Pusht-i-Knh mules, commonly so called, are big-boned 
animals of fine type which are brought unbroken and wild to Dizftil 
from the north-west by their Sagwand Lur and Kurdish breeders. 
They are sold to Dizfitl muleteers a t  ages from 1 to 3 years; and are 
prematurely broken down by overwork. These mules frequently 
stand 14.2 and 14.3 hands, and an animal of about 16 hands has 
been seen. Good arrangements for sale and purchase of these mules 
exist at  Dizfnl and Shushtar, though in  1916 a local boycott by 
certain sects caused difficulties which would not arise in normal 
years. 

I n  upper Nesopotamia Mosul, Kirkuk, and Diarbekr seem to be 
important mule-markets. The mule breeding of Mesopotamia is 
unimportant compared with that of Persia. The animals sold in 
the market at  Kirkuk are probably mainly bred by the tribes of 
Persian Kurdistan and the Icirmanshah provinces. There is a cer- 
tain amount of mule-breeding in the Diarbekr vilayet, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mardin and of Jez~ret-ibn-'Oinal; and in  and round the 
Diarbekr basin. 

Donkeys.-The ordinsly pack-donkey is a small and wiry animal, 
black or brown in colour. Large numbers of these are owned by tbe 
Arab tribes in  the plains of Irak and are used for carrying water and 
other loads ; there are considerable numbers also in the Diarbekr 
vilayet. Large white or silver-coloured riding-donkeys which conl- 
mand a high price are also bred in  Irak in  the districts round 
Baghdad, Hilla, and Samaweh. 1)onkeys of this class are in much 
request all over the Ottoman Empire. . 

S7heeg.- h large part of the pastoral wealth of Mesopotamia consists 
in  huge flocks of sheep, which range far over the plains in the spring 
when there is good pasturage to be found, and in dry seasons collect 
by the rivers, and i n  the well-watered areas near the hills. Sheep-
rearing is one of the principal occupations of the nomad and semi- 
nomad Arab tribes. I t  is the custom of some tribes to let the rams 
remain permanently with their flocks, with the result that the ewes 
may bear lambs twice i n  the course of the year. 

Breeds of sheep i n  Mesopotamia are not clearly defined in  the 
available information. They may, however, be roughly classified 
according to their wool into three groups. (a) The Arabi breed is 
reared on the plains, characteristics of the wool being a crinkly 
fleece of comparatively fine fibre and bright appearance. This wool 
is used for making blankets and other coarse woollen textures, 
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and is exported chiefly to Great Britain and the Continent. The 
numbers of this breed have decreased considerably during periods of 
drought and inclement weather. (b) The ICaradi breed is found chiefly 
on the Kurdish hills north and west of Mosul, round Kirkuk, and on 
the Persian border. The Karadi sheep are fatter and of a stronger con- 
stitutioli than the Arab variety ; the wool has a long coarse and hairy 
staple of shiny appearance ; i t  is used for weaving carpets and other 
heavy textures. Large quantities of this wool are sent to America 
and Europe. (c) The Azuassi breed takes its name from a tribe of 
nomad Arabs named Aweiz, who frequent the plains between Mosul 
and Aleppo. It is probably a cross between the Arabi and the Karadi 
breeds which may have occurred accidentally by hill sheep mixing 
with those of the Arab variety at the time when the nomad flock- 
nlastors take up their summer quarters at  the foot of the hills which 
border the northern end of the BIesopotamian plains. I n  Awassi 
wool the characteristics of both Arabi and Karadi wool may be found. 
Itsstaple is coarser than Arabi but finer than Icai-adi. I n  recent years 
the Arab characteristics are said to predominate, nlaking i t  difficult 
to distinguish an Awassi fleece from one of Arab wool. The demand 
for this class of wool has increased considerably in Europe and America 
for the making of coarse yarns, 

Fat-tailed Caramanian sheep are found in upper Mesopotamia. 
(On the export trade in sheep and wool and on the tanning and 

export of sheepskins see pp. 223-4, 218-22, 228.) 
Goats.-The Kurds of upper Nesopotamia own very large herds of 

goats. I t  is reported that in  the Mosul vilayet there are three breeds- 
the Syrian, the Angora, and the Kurdish-of which the last two have 
long silky hair. Mohuir is clipped from Angora goats and probably 
from cross-breed animals as well. It is exported, as also are goat- 
skins, raw or tanned (see pp. 220-1). I n  Irak, where goats are muell 
less numerous than in the north, their priucipal use is to provide goats' 
hair from which the black tents of the nomads and semi-nomads are 
made. 

Cattle.--Cattle-breeding is on the whole of less importance than 
sheep-breeding in the plains br goat-breeding in the hills. There 
are, however, in the plains of Mesopotamia considerable herds of 
cattle owned by the settled or semi-settled Arab tribes in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Tigris and Euphrates. The nomad Arabs are not 
cattle-breeders and regard cattle-owning as typicalof the fellahin,whorn 
they despise. I n  Irak the herds of the Beni Lsm are said to be the 
largest and finest. I n  the north some of the nomad Kurdish tribes, 

' as well as the settled agricultural population, yossess cattle. 
As to breeds of cattle, there is very little information available, 
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According to one authority three breeds are found i n  Irak-h'cstnlci, 
Iraki, and Jeniibi-of which the last-named is the finest. I n  the Mosul 
vilayet a large and a small breed are distinguished, besides humped 
oxen. These last are fairly common in the Euphrates valley. 

Cattle are used for agriculture and transport. The co\vs are said 
to be generally poor milkers and to remain in milk only for about 
three months. Cow-hides :Ire tanned and exported, and there is some 
export of cattle to Syria and Egypt. 

Bzcfaloes are mo_st common in the marshes of southern Irak. 
Here the Blardan (A1 Bn Mohammed) own very large buffalo herds 
with which they roam over the country. I11 the daytime during 
the hot weather the marsh-buffaloes renlain completely submerged 
in water, except for their muzzles and their long horns; at  night 
they are herded together by the Arabs who light fires in order to keep 
off stinging insects. I11winter t,he animals are kept in sheds warnled 
by fires of rice-straw or reeds. The butter made from the milk of 
buffaloes is inferior to that made'from cows' milk, which it is some- 
times used to adulterate. The marsh-buffaloes are not employed in 
agriculture. 

Buffaloes are also found in upper Mesopotamia (where they are 
used for agricultural and transport work) and in the damper parts of 
Ambistan. 

Land Ye~zzrre 

Under the law of the Turkish Empire, land is divided into the 
following classes : 

(a) Mulk: freehold property. There are four sub-classes of nazill; 
in two of which the land reverts to the State on failure of heirs. 
The tapu tenure in  Irak (see p. 190)approximates closely to nzzcll;. 

(b) 31iri: owned by the State and leased to individuals. The 
tenant of miri land holds a .deed (sanad)recognizing his possession. 

(Surzlge7b lands, though now the property of the State, differ froin 
eniri lands in their history and their manilgenlent. They are the 
estates which were acquired by Sultari Abdul Hamid as his private 
property, and they were transferred to the State after Abdul Hamid's 
deposition in 1900. They are managed by a special department.) 

(c) W a d  mortnlain land which has been assigned to the endowmelit 
of religious and charitable purposes. 3Ioslem tuaqfin Turkey either 
is managed by the Department for Religious Endowments or is i n  
the hands of an individual or family representing the institution 
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which it benefits. The mortmain lands of the Christian sects are 
adnlinistered by their respective Churches. 

(d) JiCatt~Ii~7h:lands left unoccupied for the benefit either of the 
general public or of the inhal~itants of a particular locality. 

(e)  Nazout: waste lands which have been left uninhabited and 
uncultivated from time immemorial. 

(Questions touching the inheritance of rnzclk lands or concerning 
Moslem zuaqf are dealt with under the religious lam of Islam 
(sheria).) 

The whole question of landownership and land tenure in Meso- 
potamia is much complicated by varying local and tribal custoill 
and by the conflict between such custom and Turkish legal 
theory. The view of the land question taken by the Ottoman 
Government was strongly influenced by the doctrine that the soil 
of Mesopotamia had become t,he property of the State by right 
of conquest. Of the land thus originally acquired by the State, 
part had since become zaaqA part had been purchased or converted 
to his private use by Abdul Hamid and thus become san~yeh, and 
part had been sold to individuals under conditions of escheat in case 
of failure of heirs (the so-called t a p  estates). There remained a 
large proportion of the cultivated soil which, being regarded as 
State domain, was treated as miri and let out on lease. Tenure, 
however, was not regulated simply by the Turkish law of land, but 
was further complicated by a heterogeneous mass of local customs, 
which were still maintained and had to be recognized in the Turliish 
courts. 

By far the greater part of the cultivable land in  Mesopotamia 
is tribal territory. This applies to Irak, with the exception of the 
country round Baghdad, the Shtltt el-'Arab districts near Basra, 
and the neighboul-hood of sonle other towns; it applies also 'to 
a great part of upper 3Iesopotamia. So far as was possible the 
Tur1;ish Government avoided formal recognition of tribal rights to 
land. I n  Irnlr large areas occupied by Arab tribes were either miri 
or  saw~ye?~;when these tribe: were powerful the Government had 
in practice to allow the local sheikhs to occupy the land, and often 
had-considerable trouble in  collecting its rent ;when the tribes were 
small and peak it attempted to set aside their clninis, and the result 
as acute agrarian discontent and disordel.. The same difficulty 

occurred on tuptc lands, where the ownership of the proprietor, \rho 
!\.as often an absentee, was in many cases merely nomin:tl. 

Most of the cultivable area of Nesopotanlia has been either 
managed directly by some Government department (miri and san7yelh) 



AGRICULTURE AND LAND TENURE 

or held in large estates by landlords, who either occupy nziri lands 
which they rent, or are supposed to rent from the State, or own their 
own freehold as tupu. These landlords are generally- either tribal 
chieftains (Arab sheikhs or Kurdish aghas), or wealthy notables of 
the towns from Basra or Baghdad, and occasionally magnates of the 
empire such as the late Mahmud Pasha Daghistani and Kadlum 
Pasha. 

I t  has been estimated that 30 per cent. of the whole cultivable 
area in  the Baghdad vilayet mas miri and another 30 per cent. 
san~yeh; much, too, of the Basm vilayet came under one or other 
of these categories, chiefly 9)zis.i. Jliri lands are usually let on short 
leases for one, two, or three years, but by law the tenant may transfer 
his lease to another party with the consent of the authorities, and in 
case of his death his leasehold passes to his heirs, unless he has left 
the land uncultivated for three years. It is possible that on some miri 
lands the Government acknowledged an obligation to keep the canals 
in order; in the Tigris districts near Kut el-Amara it  has been 
stated that the sheikhs on certain nziri lauds paid revenue to the 
Government a t  a reduced rate, and in return were considered 
responsible for canal clearance as well as for the maintenance of 
order in their tribes. Sungyek lands comprise many of the most 
fertile and best-cultivated estates i n  the country. On the Euphrates 
about Hilla a considerable amount of the land originally offered for 
sale under the conditions of t a p  by Midhat Pasha was later acquired 
by Abdul Hamid. These lands are known locally i n  the Euphrates 
districts as muc7uzo~care7t. Canal clearance on saniyek land was paid 
for by the Crown, and seed was advanced to be recovered at harvest. 
I t  seenls to have been the custom to maintain a mamur (revenue 
official) and granary staff on san~zje7zestates. 

I n  Irak private ownership of land occurs mainly in the form of 
tenure known as tapzc. T a p  lands are those of which the owner- 
ship (under certain conditions) has been purchased by individuals 
from the State. The history of this tenure i n  Irak, which dates 
from the governorship of Midhat Pasha in the early seventies, is 
sketched below (pp. 193-4). 

The estates held by t a p  are mostly in the neighbourhood of the 
Euphrates, but are found also on the Tigris. As has been already 
mentioned, they escheat to the State in  case of failure of heirs. The 
land is, as a rule, leased out for terms of five years or less by the 
landowner, who selects which lands are to be cultivated and ~vhich 
are to lie fallow. Estates are often sublet to sarkars and farmers, 
who collect the fellahin, as a rule tribesmen with an hereditary con- 
nesion with the area. The owner is responsible for canal clearance 
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and maintenance, the cultivators provide both seed and cattle, or 
when seed is found for them it  is as a loan to be repaid at harvest. 
I11some cases both parties are jointly responsible for the transport 
of the Government share up to a distance of three miles from the 
t hreshing-floor. 

Information as to land tenure in upper Mesopotamia is very 
scanty. It appears that most of the cultivated land is held in large 
estates either by wealthy townsmen or by tribal chiefs. It is stated 
that round &losul most of the land is owned by the families that in  
the past formed the ruling oligarchy of the town, and that landed 
property held by a member of one of- these families may not be 
alienated without the consent of the head of the house. San~ye7~ 
estates occur in  upper Mesopotamia. It seems that in some districts 
(e.g. round Kirkuk and Mosul) the lands of a village may be owned 
by the cultivators. 

Taxation of dgricztlture : Rent 

Under the Turkish ritgime the produce of the land has been divided 
between the State, the landlord, and the criltivator. The proportions 
in which this division has been made as well as the an~ount  actually 
paid have varied according to circumstances, such as the form of 
tenure on which the land is held, the method of irrigation, the labour 
required i n  cultivation? the extent to which the owner has assisted 
the cultivator by providing seed, &c., the power of the administra- 
tion or of the owner to press their claims, and the power of the tax- 
payers and cultivators to evade those claims by force or bribery. 
Cultivated lands are to a great extent classed for purposes of assessing 
taxation or rent according to the means by which they are watered. 
Daim is land dependent on rainfall alone ; bakra74 or saqi is land 
watered by lifts or buckets; sail4 is land irrigated from canals ; 
c18altiq land is watered by sn~all  runnels, such as are used in rice- 
fields. Vegetable lands have usually not been liable to taxation, nor 
to the payment of any fixed proportion of the produce as rent, except 
where vegetable p rdens  were specially valuable, as in tho neighbour- 
hood of large towns. 

The State's proportion of the produce consisted mainly of the 
tithe, which usually amounted to about 20 per cent. of the produce of 
the land, though the share claimed by the Government on this account 
varied somewhat from one district to another. The proportion 
claimed on rice \\-as sometimes higher than that on other grain crops, 
and land watered by lifts paid at a higher rate than that irrigntecl 
by canals. Payment was made in  money or in kind at the option of 
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the producer. On some lands the tithe was compounded for at  a 
fixed sum. Thus for the date-plantations on the Shatt el-'Arab 
Midhat Pasha introduced a system by which the tax was levied 
according to the number of trees, and at rates proportioned to the 
distance of the plantations from the river. The number of trees 
charged for has been sometimes entirely different from and usually 
considerably less than the number of trees in existence. The tithe 
on liquorice root was con~pounded for by a special arrangement with 
Constantinople. A fixed sum was also levied on wood that was cut 
for sale. Where a fixed assessment had not been made the usual 
method employed by the Government was to send round officials 
to judge the value of the Government share of the crop, and this 
share was then farmed out. 

I11 addition to tithe there were other taxes assessed on agricultural 
produce, for war expenditure, for municipal purposes, or for educa- 
tion. These might amount together to an eighth or a quarter of the 
tithe. 

Koda, the tax on domestic animals, was a tax which should have 
fallen particularly on the nomad tribes but was correspondingly 
difficult to collect. I t  amounted as a rule to half a mejidi per annun1 
on each camel, buffalo, kc., and 12 ldij pit~stres per sheep. This tax 
was 'usually farmed out. 

The share received by t,he Government on nzb.i land represented 
the land taxation due to the State, together with the rent due to the 
State as landowner. R,oughly speaking, this was us~ially 20 per cent. 
on each of t,hese counts or 40 per cent. in all. I n  cases where on 
miri land a share was also paid to the sheikh of the tribe, the 
produce might be divided as follows: 20 per cent. for revenue, 
20 per cent. for the sheikh, 5 per cent. for the sarkar or principal 
tenant for management, 16per cent. for provider of seed, 40 per cent. 
for fellah or cultivator. On sanqe78 land in t,he Euphrates district 
36 per cent. was paid to Abdul Hamid as landlord's share and 
revenue combined, and this seems to have been the usual proportion 
paid. I n  the Bogheileh district there as an unusual arrangement 
by which the cultivators were responsible for construction and 
maintenance of canals, and in return paid only 25 per cent. of the 
crops instead of the usual 36 per cent. 

The share of the produce claimed by the Government in tap6 lands 
was usually 20 per cent. ;but in some places, as in the ICurna district, 
i t  was 10 per cent. of all grain crops except rice, on which it was 
20 per cent. The landowner's share on t a p  land is also usually 
20 per cent., although in the Euphrates districts it is on certain 
estates 40 per cent. The higher rate was allo~ved by Midhat Pasha 
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at the time when the land was sold, owing to the need of consider- 
able expenditure of capital on the canal system by the new owners. 

The Lnlzd Qztestion in Irak 
I n  Irak the opposition between the Turkish Government's theory 

of land tenure on t,he one hand and tribal custonl and sentiment on 
the other has created a land question which has caused much trouble 
in the past and still remains to be settled. 

Fifty years ago there was little privat.e property in land. Almost 
the whole country was divided into trit~al areas, and where tribes 
chose to cultivate the Government took its tithe, if i t  could, or 
else did not interfere. But agriculture was in a very backward 
state. Few of the ancient canals were cleared, and it  was obvious 
that intelligent control and management were needed if the country 
was to be developed. I n  the view of the Turkish Government the 
soil occupied by the tribes was the property of the State. Starting 
from this theory Midhat Pasha, when vali of Baghdad, conceived 
the idea that both the prosperity of the country and the Govern- 
ment's revenue might be increased by the sale to individuals of 
proprieta1.y rights in  cultivated or cultivable land (especially in  
the neighbourhood of the Euphrates) under conditions that would 
encourage the development of agriculture. The proprietors were to 
arrange for the clearance and maintenance of the canals and were to 
help their tenants to tide over bad seasons ; in return they would 
receive a large share of the profits. Thus the tapu system of land 
tenure already described was created. Midhat apparently hoped 
that the tribal sheikhs would purchase on these terms the lands 
occupied by their people. On the lower Euph~.ates the Sacdun, the 
ruling clan of the Muntefiq, seem to have accepted the position of 
proprietors. Elsewhere the sheikhs were ger~erally very ullwjlling 
to buy, as they distrusted the Government's intentions. Son10 of 
the tribes, fearing that the scheme meant that they were to be 
strictly governed and made liable for military service, took alarm 
and fled for a time into the desert. Capitalists from the towns were 
at first afraid of taking up land in face of tribal hostility, but as the 
country was brought more under control the acquisition of tape 
estates became more attractive to them. In the Hilla district 
a stimulils to investment in land was given by Abdul Hamid, who 
acquired several large estates here and set about developing them. 
In one way or another a great deal of land, especially along the 
Euphrates, became private property of the t a p  class. And so it 
Came about that the tribes found themselves in  the position of rent- 

UES. 1 Pi 
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paying tenants on lands which they regarded as their own. Many 
of the new landlords were absentees and quite unconnected with the 
tribesmen who cultivated their estates. How far the ta9u proprietors 
fulfilled their duties of canal clearance and so forth is not clear. At  
any rate their claims were bitterly resented by the cultivators. Thus 
when the Government's authority was weakened after the Revolution 
of 1908-9 a kind of agrarian revolution followed. The result has been 
that owners of tapu estates have become unable either to collect their 
rents or to undertake their responsibilities. The tribesmen look 
upon the landlords as intruders who make oppressive and unjust 
demands upon the cultivators and rightful owners of the soil. The 
landlords appeal to their title-deeds and complain that they are 
being robbed of what by law and justice is clearly theirs. Both 
sides look to the Government of the country to support their claims, 
which need careful consideration and adjustment. 

Apart from this difficult question of the tapu estates there were 
many abuses and anonlalies in the system of land tenure and land 
taxation as it was at the beginning of the war. Corruption entered 
into all transactions of the administration touching the land, 
especially into the leasing of the lands which the State had at its 
disposal and into the assessment and collection of the revenue 
derived from the produce of the soil. Thus in the Amara district, 
where in theory the nziri and sanjych lands paid a proportion of 
their produce to the Crown, in practice the land was put up to 
auction and leased for cash rents to the highest bidder. There was 
intense rivalry among the tribes, and wholly fictitious prices were 
bid which could never be paid but which were pleasing to the heads 
of the revenue department. The highest bidder, usually a sheikh, 
sublet the lands, which were again sublet to sarkars, the result being 
a chain of debt and extortion which the land could never support 
and which mas liable a t  any moment to bring ruin to all concerned 
in it. 



CHAPTER XI1 
I 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 

General character of comme~.ce-~istribution of foreign trade and German 
competitio~~-Trade methods-Principal imports-Principal exports-

.Industries. 

GENERALCHARACTER COMMERCEOF 

IT is impossible to give an accurate account of the trade of 
Mesopotamia as it was in the years immediately preceding the war, 
since there are no reliable figures to serve :IS data. The Turkish 
Customs kept no trustworthy statistics, and the information collected 
for the consular trade rcports was based on unofficial estimates which 
~veregenerally more or less rough guesses. For the trade carried by 
the Hamburg-Amerika line the British reports were wholly dependent 
on German sources. The figures therefore given below, which are 
taken froin, or based on, the trade reports, must not Le regarded as 
exact. 

Among the principal imports were textiles, refined sugar, machinery 
(in Irak), coffee, tea, timber (in Irak). Bfanchester goods were by far 
the most valuable class of import. There was also some importation 
of miscellaneous manufactured articles (hardware, glassware, cutlery, 
candles, paper, &c.), and of metals (chiefly copper and iron). It 
seemed probable that Rrissian and American oil would be driven 
from the market of lower Mesopotamia by the produce of the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company's,wells in Arabistan. A very large part of the 
imports was destined for the Persian market, mainly by the Baghdad- 
Kirmanshah route. 

There are no manufactures of importance in the country, and the 
export trade to Europe, America, and India was mainly in  agricultural, 
pastoral, and natural vegetable produce (e. g. dates, barley, rice, wheat, 
and other cereals ;wool, skins and hides ;g1t~; liquorice, galls). The 
export of oil from Arabistan was being developed on the eve of the 
war. A proportion of the exports ~ v a sin transit from the Persian 
plateau (e. g. opium, gum tmgacanth, and carpets). 

The principal market for foreign trade was Baghdad. Basra 1vas 
important chiefly as the port of Baghdad, but mas also the centre of 

N 2 
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the commerce of southern Irak and especially of the Shatt el-'Arab 
date trade. Diarbekr and Mosul were the chief markets of upper 
Mesopotamia. The foreign trade of Arabistan was carried on through 
Mohammareh and Ahwsz. 

The main current of import trade entered Mesopotamia from the 
Persian Gulf by way of Basra. -The local market of southern Irnk 
absorbed a very nloderate part of it, less, it seems, than a quarter. 
The main volume of this current passed up the Tigris to Baghdad.' 
Probably more than half of the goods \vhich reached the Baghdad 
market found their way by Khaniltin and Kirnlanshah into Persia, 
while the remainder supplied northern Irak, or passed on to tho 
Mosul market or even as far as Diarbekr. But the Diarbekr market 
was for the most part supplied by a secondary current of imports 
which came from Alexandretta and Aleppo. The Mosul market was 
partially fed by this current, which was even felt (though not in any 
great degree) as far south as Baghdad. The imports of Arabistan 
came from the Persian Gulf mostly through Mohammareh ; a pro-
portion of them passed on to the Isfahan market. 

The principal current of export trade passed out into the Persian 
Gulf by Basra, the port which was the outlet of Iralc and through 
Baghdad drew exports from western Persia and the Nosul region. 
The main part of the exports of Diarbekr, a considerable part of 
those of Mosul, and a small proportion of those of Baghdad went to 
Aleppo for Alexandretta or Egypt. The exports of Arabistan went 
out by the Persian Gulf through Mohammareh. 

The annual value of the.trade of Baghdad in the years immediately 
before the war was between 3; and 4 millions. This estimate excludes 
the large imports of n~aterial for the Baghdad Railway. The value 
of the remaining imports was 3-4 times greater than that of the 
exports., The annual value of the trade of Basra (including imports 
to and exports from Baghdad) mas over 5 inillions : the average for 
the years 1911-13, inclusive of the imports of railway material, was 
about f5,700,000. Exports amounted to about 2+ millions as against 
$-1 million a t  Baghdad. This difference was'due principally to 
the Shatt el-'Arab date trade, and partly to the export from the 
Basra vilayet of grain, rice, g h ~ ,and wool. 
The trade of Diarbekr was valued at somewhat over a million, 

1 While Baghdad was the general distributing centre for piece-goods, the towns 
on the Euphrates in western Irnk seemed to have received a part of their other 
imports direct from Basra. 

2 Sr~leimSniyeh and Kirliuk, the chief local markets of sontliern (Turkish) 
Kurdistan, dealt mainly with Baghdad, and to a much smaller extent with Mosul 
and Aleppo. 
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imports being about 56 per cent. of the whole. Mosul had a total 
trade of between 5 and $ million, the value of the exports being 2-4 
times that of the imports. 

The trade of Arabistan, exclusive of the import of plant and 
material for the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, was about X850,000 
in value. Imports made up about 69 per cent. of this sum. 

The value of the trade of Nesopotamia was on the whole rising in  
spite of considerable fluctuations. Thus in the ten years 190P13 
the trade of Baghdad had increased by about 50 per cent., that of 
Basra perhaps by about 75 per cent., that of Diarbekr by about 
27 per cent. I n  the trade of .Mosul there does not seem to have 
been any marked general tendency towards an increase or decrease. 
The trade of Arabistan had more than doubled in  five years ; this 
increase was due partly to the transfer (owing to political disturbances) 
of much Persian trade from the Bushire-Shiraz road to the Ahwaz- 
Isfahan route, partly to the developn~ent of the oilfield in  northern 
Arabistan. 

Though i t  is to be remembered that the growth of the trade in  
these markets is largely to be accounted for by the expansion of the 
commerce with Persia passing through them, i t  appears that the 
purchasing power and wants of the local population were on the whole 
increasing, especially in Irak and Arabistan. As customers the 
natives displayed, as was to be expected, a tendency to take cheap 
inferior goods in preference to better but more expensive articles, 
as \\?ell as a readiness to be impressed by tawdry colour and ornamen- 
tation, and an attachment to familiar appearances and trade-marks. 

The principal circumstances determining the fluctuations in the 
trade of the country (apart from the state of markets i n  Europe and 
America) were conditions i n  Persia, and the local agricultural and 
pastoral production. The varying amount of insecurity on the 
Persian trade-routes, and the unsettled condition of Persia generally, 
reacted seriously on the Baghdad -market. Again, a bad harvest in 
Mesopotamia, due to insufficient rainfall, excessive or insufficient 
floods, &c., might cause a very marked general depression in  trade. 
Drought or inclement weather destructive to live stock in  the Meso- 
potamian plains might have sonle.effect in the same direction. Other 
disturbing. factors were outbreaks of disorder in Mesopotamia and 
Arabistan, the unstable currency, and speculative operations by local 
merchants. 

A standing impediment to commerce was the inadequacy of means 
of transport and of storing goods. The insufficiency of steamer 
transport and the difficulties of navigation on the river-route between 
Basra and Baghdad caused much delay and damage to merchandise; 
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and freight-charges on this main line of conlmunication were high. 
The pack-transport used on land was costly, especially on some routes 
(for example that from Ahwaz to Isfahan) on which the supply of 
illules was running short. 
* That the Arab, Lur, and Kurdish tribes are more or less dependent 
on urban markets for the comforts and even (especially in the case of 
the desert nomads) for some of the necessities of life, gives to the 
internal trade of the country a considerable political importance. To 
have control of these markets is to have a ineans of bringing powerful 
pressure to bear 011 some of t,he most uuruly and least accessible 
elements in the population. 

The following estimates of the shares held by different foreign 
countries in the trade of Mesopotaniia and Arabistan are based on 
Consular Reports, and. for reasons given above, are not exact. 

Port of Basra 

1011 1013 1913 , 

Total Tol l l~nge . . . S14,228 304,186 327,013 
Percentage of I'ercentage of Percentage of 

Total Tonnage, Total Tonnage, Total Tonnage, 
1011 1913 1913 

British . . . . 81.8 84.8 77.9 
German. . ' .  . 13.1 10.1 16.3 
Russian . . . . 8.2 3.3 3.6 
Ottoman . . . . 1.8 0.7 0.5 
French . . . . - 0.8 -
Anstro-Hungarian . . - 0.4 
Siamese . . . . - 0.6 
Persian . . . . - 0.S 

The total tonnage of sailii~g-vessels amounted to 18,579 in 1911 
(8,094 British) ; 20,271 in 1912 (9,559 British); 19,026 in 1913 
(11,595 British), The balance of the sailing-vessel tonnage was 
made up by Ot,toman, Persian, and a few French vessels, and by 
dh o ~ sfrom Zanzibar. 

I n  1916-17, 110 steam-vessels carrying merchandise entered the 
port of Basra. This tonnage amounted to 157,363. Of these vessels 
95  were British, 8 Japanese, 5 Norivegian, and 2 Swedish. Sniling-
vessels have taken n greatly increased share in merchant traffic. 
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A t  the end of 1913 the ocean steamer service to Basra was carried 
on by the following lines : 

The Ellerman and Bucknall Steamship Company, Ltd. (from 
England). 

The Strick Line (from England). 
Messrs. Marcus Samuel & Co. (from England). 
Messrs. Andrew Weir St Co. (from England). 
The British India Steam Navigation Company (from Bombay and 

Karachi). 
The Arab Steamers, Ltd. (from Bombay). 
The Bombay and Persia Steam Navigation Company (from 

Bombay). 
The Haji Sultan Ali Shushtari Line (from Bombay). 
The Hamburg-Amerika Line (German, from Hamburg and 

Antmerp). 
The Russian Steamship Navigation Company (from Odessa). 
The value of trade carried by German vessels in the years 1911-18, 

according to German returns, was as follows : 
1911.-Imports, £397,960 (13.9 per cent. of the total imports). 

Exports, £294,142 (11.6 per cent. of the total exports). 
1912.-Imports, £528,415 (20 per cent. of the total imports). 

Exports, &375,760 (1 1.5 per cent. of the total exports). 
1913.-Imports, 21,957,489 (50 per cent. of the total imports).' 

Exports, 2226,212 (11.7 per cent. of tlie total exports). 
I n  1917 the service between Basra and India was being carried on 

by the following lines : 
The British India Steam Navigation Company. 
The Arab Steamers, Ltd. 
The Persian Gulf Steam Navigation Company. 
The Haji Sultan Ali Shushtari Line. 
The Abad Company (Japanese steamers under the nominal charter 

of Mirza Mohammed Shirazi). 

Bawa Market 
Data for comparing the different shares of foreign countries in the 

Basra market are lacking. 
As regards the export of the produce of the Basra vilayet the 

following points may be noticed : 
A large part of the date harvest of the Shatt el-'Arab went to the 

IUnited States, the United Kingdom, and India. 
\ Rice and paddy went to t,he United Kingdom and Germany. 

Ghj went to India and the Levant. 

' The increase in this year mas mainly in railway material and sugar. 
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Lower Tigris Slb@ping 
For the transport of goods on the Tigris between Baghdad and 

Basra the two important companies were : 
The Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company (Messrs. 

Lynch ; t,hree steamers, with barges). 
The Ottoman Nahrieh Company (managed by the Darirat es- 

Saniyeh ; five steamers, with barges). 
The Shatt el-'Arab above Basra was closed to foreign shipping 

with the exception of the limited number of steamers allowed to the 
E.T.S.N. Co. 

Before the war it was arranged that the British and Ottoman 
interests should be combined in an Anglo-Ottoman company. It 
was proposed that the British and Turkish shares in  the new com- 
pany should be equal, but that 40 per cent. of the Turkish share, or 
20 per cent. of the whole, was to be held by the Baghdad Railway 
Company, i. e. was to be secured to German interests, in return for 
a similar minority interest to be held by the British i n  the extension 
of the Baghdad Railway to Basra. 

Bag7t dad Market 
IMPORTS . 

1911 1912 1013 
Total Value of Imports1 £2,661,401 $2,822,817 £3,914,036 

Percentage of , Percentage of Percentage of 
Total Imports, Total Imports, Total Imports, ' 

1911 1912 1913 

United Kingdom . . 45.1 50.1 45.1 

India2 . . . . 27.8 23.6 19.6 

Ceylon . . . . 0.2 0.1 
Egypt . . . . - 0.1 -
Germany . . . 3.4 4.1 6 

Austria-Hungary . . 8.7 7.3 9.1 

Belgium . . . . 6.9 6.3 11.2 

France . . . . 2.7 2.3 2.8 
Italy . . . . 0.6 - 1 
Russla . . . . 0.4 1.2 0.7 

Sweden . . . . 0.4 0.2 0.7 

Netherlands . . . - 0.1 0.3 

United States. . . 0.3 0.3 0.3 

Japan . . . . - 0.3 0.2 

Chlna . . . . 0.3 1.5 1.3 

Turkish Ports. . . 1.7 1.2 1.1 . 

Persian Gulf Poi-ts . . 1 .7 1.2 1.5 


1 Exclusive of imports of material for the Baghdad Railway in 1912 and 1913. 
2 Including the trade in European goods re-exported from India. 
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EXPORTS 
1911 - 1912 1913 

Total Value 6f Exports £684,802 £930,760 £755,501 

Percentage of Percentage of Percentage of 
Total Exports, Total Exports, Total Exports, 

1911 1912 1913 

United Kingdom . 41.5 30.7 32.6 

India . . . 4.8 17-1 4 

Straits Settlements - - 4.5 

Egypt . . . 2.3 3.2 0.6 

Germany . . 5.4 - 9.5 6.2 

Austria-Hungary . 1.6 1.8 2.8 

Belgium . ,. . 1.5 - 3.1 

France . . . 16.6 24 19.4 

Netlierlands . . 0.3 0.1 0.4 

United States. . 14 13 .18.4 

China . . . l a  0.6 8 


Exclusive of exports to Turkish ports of Arabia, &c., which in  1911mere 8-4 
per cent. and in 1912 5.1 per cent. of the total exports including them. 

IMPORTS 
1910 1911 1912 

Total Value of Imports I £141,940 £164,940 f178,230 

Percentage of Percentage of Percentage of 
Total Imports, Total Imports. Totnl Imports, 

1910 1911 1912 
United ICingdom . . 26 20 28 
India . . . . 25 24 23 
Other Foreign Countries 31 32 31 
Other Parts of Turkey . 18 24 - .  18 

EXPORTS 
1910 1911 

Total Value of Exports £609,430 £343,330 
Percentage of Perceutage of Percentage of 
Total Exports, Totnl Exports, Total Exports, 

1910 1911 1912 
United Kingdom . . 38 47 38 
India . . . . 5 r 6 
Other Foreign Co~irltries 8 12 12 
Other Parts of Turkey . 59 34. 44 

1 Inclusive of imports from other parts of Turkey. 
Inclusive of exports to other parts of Turkoy. 
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It is stated that in  1913 the United Kingdom, India, and Egypt 
had altogether 44.7 per cent. of the total import trade; and were 
followed by Austria-Hungary, France, and Germany. The total 
value of imports to Diarbekr in 1913was estimated at f557,060. 

.The follbwing lines ran from Europe before the war: 
Ellerman and Bucknall. 
The Anglo-Algerian Steamship Company (Messrs. Strick). 
The Hamburg-Amerika Line (from Hamburg to Antwerp). 
The Russian Steamship Navigation Company (from Odessa).' 

The following lines ran from Bombay : 

The British India Steam Navigation Company. 

The Eombay and Persia Steam Navigation Company. 

The Arab Steamers, Ltd. 


Between Mohammareh and Ahwaz foreign merchant shipping 
might navigate under regulations (in practice partly obsolete) 
which were framed by the Persian Government in 1890. Messrs. 
Lynch and the German firm of Messrs. Wonckhaus had each a 
steamer on this part of the river. 

Above Ahwaz the  Karan was closed to foreign shipping, but 
Messrs. Lynch worked a steamer flying t,he Persian flag. 

M, 

Arabistan Market 
IMPORTS 

1910-11 1911-12 1912-13 
Total Value of Imports £560,822 2457,105 f513,488 

Percentage of Percentage of Percentage of 
Total Imports, Total Imports, Total Imports, 

1910-11 1911-12 1012-13 

United Kingdom . . 41 38 39 . 


India2 . . . . 33 41 43 

Germany . . . 7 5 6 
France . . . . 12 8 7 
Turkey . . . . 3 3 2 
Other Countries . . 4 5 4 

'Exclusive of the  import of plant and materials for the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company. These came mostly from the United Kingdom, and partly from India. 

2 A part of the goods included in this estimate for India (e. g. tho sugar, which 
accounted for 10.20per cent of the 'Indian ' imports) mas of Continental (chiefly 
Austro-Hungarian) origin. 
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1910--11 1911-12 101213 
Total Value of Exports £310,042 £422,249 $330,555' 

Percentage of Percentage of Percentage of 
Total Exports, Total Exports, Total Exports, 

1010-11 1011-12 1912-13 

United Kingdom' . . 25 49 36 

India . . . . 1S 12 13 
Ger~nany . . . 6 . 5 2 
Turkey . . . . 18 9 15
Icoweit . . . . G 4 3 
Hong-Iiong . . . 5 19 11 
Other Countries . . 22 2 20 

The United Icingdom's predominance in the nlarkets of Neso- 
potalnia and Arabistan was based principally on the import of cotton 
goods. Of secondary imports from this country may be mentioned 
~voollens, machinery (to Baghdad), coffee (from Brazil), and copper. 
I n  exports the United Kiugdom took chiefly wool and mohair, sltins 
and hides, cereals, dates, gun1 tragacanth, and occasionally opium. 

Import trade from India was chiefly in coarse cotton goods, cotton 
yarns, gunnies, tea, and silk. I11 the two years preceding the war 
Indian timber was driven frolli the Baghdad market by cheap Russian 
woods. It seems that a considerable part of the manufactured goods 
(including refined sugar) that were entered as imported from India 
were of European continental origin. I n  exports India took dates, 
ylt?, horses, occa;sionally opium, and small quantities of galls, hides 
and skins, wool, &c. Since the British occupation of Irak the Indian 
yiece-goods trade in southern Mesopotamia has acquired a stronger 
position. 

Germany had a nliscellaneous trade in cheap manufactured goods, 
and imported also s u g ~ r ,  chemical dyes, and alcohol. Her consider- 
side and growing share in the carrying trade to Basra consisted 
largely in the shipping of Belgian, Austro-Hungarian, and other 
foreign goods. (See further below, pp. 204-5.) Germany took 
considerable proportions of tlie cereals (which before the war were 
shipped almost wllolly by German steamers), of the galls, and of the 
hides and skins exported from the country. Among other exports 
to Germany were intestines (for sausage-making), and a small per- 
centage of the Mesopotamian wool. 

Austria-Hungary had n large share in the sugar trade, and sent 
also fancy textiles, hardware, glassware, chinaware, paper, and other 
kinds of cheap nlnnufactured goods. Some hides and skins, grain, 
galls, &c., went to Trieste. 
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Belgium's share in the trade of Mesopotamia was rapidly growing. 
Belgian loaf-sugar dominated the markets of Baghdad and Basra 
(it was carried to the Persian Gulf by German ships), and had about 
a quarter share i n  the Diarbekr market. Besides, Belgium sent iron, 
copper, and candles. 

France had recently lost to Belgium her former lead. in the 
Baghdad sugar trade. Her principal exports to Baghdad were 
leather and drugs and medicines. To Diarbekr she sent hardware, 
glassware, &c. She took a considerable part of the export of wool, 
hides and skins. 

Imports from Italy were inai~lly cheap cotton goods. ,Her trade 
seems to have been mainly with northern Mesopotamia. 

Russian timber had in 1913 almost driven Indian wood from the 
Baghdad market. Russian oil had lost ground to American and 
Persian in Irak, but apparently it still held a predominant share in  
the market of Diarbekr. 

Sweden supplied nearly the whole import of matches 
The United States sent very little besides oil, and, though 

American petroleum had \Iron the lead from Russian in southern 
Mesopotamia, it seemed likely to yield in its turn to the product of 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's field in  Arabistan. I n  exports the 
United States took adlarge share of the Shatt el-'Arab dates and 
practically all the Mesopotamian liquorice. Most of the Persian 
carpets which passed through the Baghdad markets went to 
America. 

Japan had hardly any trade in Mesopotamia before the war, but i t  
was stated in 1917 that ' the markets in Mesopotamia are already 
flooded with cheap Japanese glassware; matches, cutlery, copper, 
metal sheets, and some kinds of piece-goods, especially what is 
known as American sheeting '. 

China took Persian opium shipped from Basra, and sent silk to 
Baghdad. 

Egypt took camels and sheep from Nosul and Diarbekr, dates 
from Irtlk, and some silk goods manufactured at  Baghdad. 

The most interesting element in the situation before the war was 
the politico-comnzercial intrigue that was being carried on by Ger- 
many in Irak and Arabistan. The Gernlan plan to dominate and 
exploit the Turkish Empire included the intention to clear away the 
zone of British influence at the .head of the Persian Gulf. When 
the prospects of a German railway to Baghdad seemed assured, German 
diplomacy set to work, on the one hand to obtain the right to estab- 
lish a German-controlled railway from Baghdad to the Gulf, and on 
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the other hand to push German commerce in lower Mesopotamia 
and Arabistan through a subsidized line of steamers to Basra. 

German trade had hardly existed in  Irak before 1895. Between 
1895 and 1906 German firms had built up businesses here, chiefly 
in n~iscellaneous fancy goods, hardware, glassware, and the like, a.nd 
a branch of the Deutsche Orient Bank was opened at Basra in 1903. 
But German conlpetition was of little importance in the Baghdad 
market until 1906,wl~etl the Hamburg-Amerika line started a regular 
service of s te~mers  from Hamburg and Antwerp to Basra and the 
Persian Gulf. 

This mas the beginning of a serious commercial attack on Irak 
and Arabistan supported by the German Government. The Ham- 
burg-Amerika line was subsidized so that i t  was able to cut rates 
beyond the limits of ordinary commel-cia1 competition. As a result 
i t  captured a considerable part of the carrying trade t o  Basra. I t  
pushed Belgian and other Continental goods into Mesopotamia ; 
especially, i t  had the import of Belgian loaf-sugar which came to 
dominate the sugar markets of t.he Persian Gulf and Baghdad. 
Immediately before the mar an attempt was being made by the 
German line to obtain a share in the carriage of Nanchester goods. 
As regards the export trade, the Germans had by 1913 acquired 
practically the whole shipping of cereals from Blesopot,amia. I n  
1906 Germany had 4.1 per cent. of the total tonnage of steam-vessels 
at  the port of Basra, while British shipping made up 91.5 per cent. ; 
in 1913 the British share was 77.9, the German 16.3. 

At the same time the Germans were trying to open a way for their 
commerce into Arabistan. They had started a steamer service on 
the Karon, and had established stores and wharves at Mohammareh 
and Ahwsz. 

The firm of Wonckhaus had the local agency of the Hamburg- 
Amerika line and the principal part in the execution of German 
commercial policy in the country. 

It has been the custom that the buyer of agricultural produce 
destined for export should advance a sum of money to the owner on 
the security of the crop before i t  has matured, receiving a canqiala, 
or promissory note, in consideration of the loan, which bears interest 
at comparatively high rates. An analogous method mas followed in 
the purchase of the wool-clip. Buyers have often made large profits 
by shipping direct ; the produce may, however, be put on the local 
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market and change hands several times at enhanced prices, payment 
being made by instalments. The creation of some convenient form 
of agricultural credit is essential to the developrnent of the country. 
The Turkish land-banks at Diarbekr and Mosul did not work suc- 
cessfully. 

I n  the import trade the larger firms sent orders direct to Europe, 
and it appears that most of the cotton goods imported were purchased 
in  this way. Another method followed in Irak was to order goods 
through commission houses. A small initial deposit was made with 
the commission house, the balance being .paid on the arrival of the 
goods. The small trader paid by instalments on the security of 
a cnnzpiu'la, and collected weekly sums from the shopkeepers. For 
the export of Manchester goods from England to Mesopotamia 
English banks gave credit against shipping documents deposited 
with them when the goods were shipped, repayment being made 
some three or five months later mhen the goods arrived at their 
destination. 

The campiaira, or pronlissory note payable at  date, which was the 
usual instrument for settling accounts, was negotiable mhen backecl 
by a good name. 

Inlportant parts in the trade of Irak have heen taken by the dallul 
(native commission agent) and the snraf (money-changer). On the 
honesty and intelligence of the datlal the European merchant was 
often largely dependent. The money-changing business was of great 
importance owing to the heterogeneous and unstable character of the 
currency under the Turkish regime. Further, the Baghdad saraf 
assayed Turkish coins (since, for example, ?ozejicZit~e7is which would 
have been accepted in Basra or Aleppo might not have been accepted 
in Baghdad), acted as collector of bills and payments, and did a con- 
siderable business as private bankers. The sarafs practically fixed 
the rates of bills for the merchants. 

I n  the population of &Iesopot.amia the most important conlmercial 
elements have been the Jews in Baghdad and Irak, and the Arme- 
nians in the north. Many Baghdad Jews had established them- 
selves at Manchester or Hamburg as partners or agents for Jewish 
firms in Mesopotamia. The Jewish merchants of Baghdad had not 
only eclipsed their Mohammedan and oriental Christian competitors, 
but, it has been said, through their connexions with Manchester 
mere gaining ground in the import of piece-goods at  the expense of 
British firms. 

The tendency of the native merchants to indulge in speculative 
ventures and short-sighted commercial coz~ps added greatly to the 
instability of trade i n  the country. 
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Among the most important European firms established in t.he 
country before the war were : 

Lynch lk Co. (merchants, exporters and importers, shipping 
agents ; Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company). 

Gray, Mackenzie & Co. (general and shipping agents, merchants 
and importers). 

Strick, Scott & Co. (general and shipping agents, merchants and 
importers). 

Blockey, Cree & Co. (agents). 
The Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
MacAndrews, Forbes & Co. (American ; exporters of liquorice). 
\Vanckhaus (German ; agents for the Hamburg-Amerika line). 
Sinke the British occupation of Irak several Bombay firms have 

opened branches in the country. 
I n  1917the following banks had branches in Irak : 
The Imperial Ottoman Bank. 
The Imperial Bank of Persia. (also in  Arabistan). 
The Eastern Bank (with charge of the funds of the civil adminis- 

tration). 
Before the war the Deutsche Orient Bank had a branch at  

Baghdad, and the Imperial Ottoman Bank branches at  Diarbekr and 
Mosul. 

The accurate analysis of imports is made impossible not only by 
the general unreliability of the estimates in  the Trade Reports, but 
also by the fact that the. country to which imported goods are 
ascribed in  the Reports is  by no means always the country of .their 
origin. Especially, as has been mentioned above, a considerable part 
of the manufactured ' Indian ' imports to fi;Iesopotamia and Arabi- 
stan came from European continental countries by way of re-export 
from Bombay or Karachi. , 

Textiles, Yarn, &c. 

Cotton Fabrics.-The value of cotton goods imported to  Baghdad 
(about half of which probably went on to Persia) was between 
£1,340,000 and £1,400,000, or about 44 per cent. of the total value 
of the foreign imports of Baghdad exclusive of railway material. 
The import of cotton goods at Basra (mostly for Baghdad) was in 
about the same proportion. In Arabistan the value of the cotton 
tissues imported w s  about f180,000-214,000, or about 31 per cent. of 
t b  whole foreign import trade; at Diarbekr it mas about 2125,000, 
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or about 24 per cent. of the foreign imports ; at Mosul i t  was about 
~€30,000-40,000, or about 24-25 per cent. of the foreign imports. 

Cotton fabrics were mostly from Manchester. The United King- 
dom had about 75 per cent. of the cotton import trade in the Bagh- 
dad market, about 60 per cent. in Arabistan, and the greater part of 
the trade at Diarbekr and Mosul. 

India came next with a considerable import of coarse, cheap piece- 
goods. I t  supplied about 16-17 per cent. of the Baghdad cotton 
imports and about a third of the cotton fabrics sent to Arabistan. 
The Indian piece-goods trade has been greatly developed in Irak 
since the British occupation. 

Austria-Hungary sent about 6 or 7 per cent. of the Baghdad cotton 
imports, mostly cheap coloured fabrics. Belgium, Italy, and Ger- 
many had each some small share in the market ; a part of the 
Austro-Hungarian imports were manufactured in Italy and shipped 
from Trieste. 

Xecently cheap Japanese cottons have been imported in consider- 
able quantities into Irak., 

At  Diarbekr and Mosul Austrian, Italian, and German cotton goods 
had fairly important shares in the market. The thicker kinds of 
cotton goods, flannelettes, &c., seem to have been imported into 
upper Mesopotamia chiefly from these countries. 

Cotton Yarn.-India supplied all the cotton yarn imported into Irak 
(270,000-112,000) and Mosul (£17,000-20,000). Probably the yarn 
imported into Arabistan (221,000-26,000) was alsoIndian. The United 
Kingdom appears to have imported yarn to Diarbekr (about .X60,000). 

Woollens.-There had been remarkable fluctuations in the trade 
in  woollens in the last four years before the war. I n  1910 woollens 
rose suddenly to rank second on the list of imports to Bilghdad, their 
value being estimated at 23115,508 and the United Kingdom's share 
a t  2280:055. I t  seems that this rise was due to exaggerated expec- 
tations of a demand from Persia. The export consequently fell to 
$27,521 in 1911. It rose again to 262,889 in 1912 and 2115,007 in 
1913, but in the latter year the value of the import from the United 
Kingdom was only $21,582, while Italy's share was 223,680. The 
imports of Austria-Hungary, Germany, France, and Belgium were 
each week between 3212,000 and $16,500; the import from India 
was valued at 26,945. 

There was no great sale for woollen fabrics in Irak, or in Arabi- 
stan (where the import has been about 29,000-10,000 in value). But 
there was an increasing demand for ~voollen yarn at Baghdad t o  
supply the local manufactures of 'abas. 

The Diarbekr market in woollens (245,000-60,000) was shared in  
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about equal proportion by the United Kingdom, Austria-Hungary, 
Germany, Belgium, and France. 

Sil7cs.-There has been a moderate import of silk and silk goods 
to Baghdad (£30,000-70,000). India took the lead in  this market 
until 1912; in that year and the following the import mas princi- 
pally from China. A small amount of silk went to Diarbekr and 
Mosul from France and Italy. 

Gunnies.-India supplies Nesopotamia with bags for pack- 
ing grain, &., the demand varying with the amount of the harvest. 
The import st Basra was valued at &111,027 in 1911, at  £95,784 in 
1912, and at £76,992 in 1913. 

S~,cgar.-The inarket for sugar in Iralr had expanded greatly in  the 
years before the war, but was heavily overstocked i n  1913, when 
the import a t  Baghdad mas valued at £383,563, and that a t  Basra a t  
$721,099. 

Before 1913 the greater part of the sugar imported to Irak had 
been loaf, but in that year great quantities of crushed sugar were 
landed a t  Basra, valued at  £480,999 as against £240,100 worth of 
loaf. As, however, the country was passing through a depression in 
trade, the demand was not nearly correspondent to the supply, and 
great stocks were left on the hands of the importers, and much of the 
import did not in that year reach Baghdad. 

On the Baghdad market in 1913 Belgium had about 44 per cent. 
of the import. Belgian loaf-sugar, n~anufactured at the Raffinerie 
Tirlemontoise and shipped by the Hamburg-Amerika line, had in  
1909 displaced French loaf from the lead in the markets of southern 
Mesopotamia. ( I t  has been mentioned above that this import of 
Belgian sugar was one of the chief means used by the Germans in 
their commercial attack on Mesopotanlia and the Persian Gulf.) 
Germany had about 19 per cent. of the sugar import to Baghdad and 
Austria-Hungary about 18 per cent. These countries had most of 
the trade in crystal sugar. The balance of the import was divided 
between the United Kingdom, France, India, and the Netherlands. 

Egyptian and Hong-Kong sugais (the latter imported by Japanese) 
at present hold the market. I t  is believed that the sugar refined a t  
Hong-Kong is grown in Java or Mauritius. 

I n  Arabistan the import of sugar in  1912-13 was valued a t  
£125:829 (£63,937 loaf, 261,892 crystal). The loaf was chiefly 
Belgian, the crystal mostly Austro-Hungarian. 

The value of the sugar import at Diarbekr in 1913 was £35,000. 
Austria-Hungary had about 75 per cent. of the trade, and Belgium 
the rest. 

Machi9zery.-The import of machinery to Irak for agricultural 
MKS. I 0 
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purposes was growing remarkably before the war. The value of the 
machinery imported to Baghdad i n  1902 was f3,298, in  1910 
£21,191, in  1911 32150,800, in 1912 £105,450, and in 1913 £169,183. 
This increase was partly due to the construction of the Hindiyeh 
Barrage and of the Baghdad-Samarra section of the Baghdad Rail- 
way ; but to a very large extent it was caused by the growing demand 
for centrifugal oil-motor pumps used in irrigation. Further, ice- 
machines, small flour-mills, &c., were being introduced into Baghdad. 
The Turkish military factory at Baghdad had been supplied from 
Austria-Hungary. 

Of the import to Baghdad in 1912 the United Kingdom's share 
was about 94 per cent. ; in 1913 it  was about 62 per cent., Belgium 
having about 35 per cent. The Belgian import in 1913 probably 
consisted largely in plant for railway construction. The United 
Kingdom had practically the whole trade in oil-motor pumps. 

The introduction of agricultural nlachineiy into Irak is now being 
extended, and the import seems likely to develop rapidly in  the 
future. 

The machinery imported into Arabistan appears to have been 
almost wholly plant for the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Hardly any machinery, except a very small quantity for agricul- 
tural purposes, had found its way into upper Mesopotamia before 
the war. 

Metals.-Normally copper and iron were the principal metals 
imported to Irak. I n  1913 large quantities of steel were brought in 
for railway construction. 

The value of copper imported to Irak seems to have averaged 
about 350,000 a year, but was subject to great fluctuations. The 
United Kingdom had most of the trade (50-75 per cent.) ; Belgium 
and India shared the balance. 

Iron (bars, hoops, pipes, girders, &c.) was imported to Irak nor- 
mally to the value of £20,000-50,000. Belgium had most of the trade, 
supplying especially girders and pipes. The use of iron girders a t  
Baghdad for building purposes was increasing. Bar and rod iron 
appears to have come from Sweden, Belgium, and the United 
Kingdom. 8 

The iron and steel landed at  Basra in 1913 was valued at  
321,207,882 ; this abnormal import was due to railway construction 
at  Baghdad. 

I n  the Diarbekr market metals (copper, iron, tin, &c.)*mere im- 
ported in 1913 to the value of 239,200, of which X31,'iOO worth was 
entered as coming from the United Kingdom, the rest from Germany 
and Belgium. It had been reported in 1907 that German and 
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Swedish iron and steel had ousted the English products from this 
market. 

Timber.-The plains of Mesopotamia are practically treeless except 
where there are date-palms, and Irak nrld Arabistan depend on 
imported timber. A large part of the wood brought to Basra was 
used for date-boxes : timber is also imported for house and boat- 
building. The import of wood for date-boxes to Basra amounted i n  
a normal year to between 250,000 and 300,000 bundles valued at 
£110,000-150,000. The import of planlts varied between 130,000 and 
570,000 valued at £20,000-85,000. The timber brought to Baghdad 
market in 1912 and 191 3 was worth £15,000-16,000 in  each of these 
years. The import of wood to Arabistan for 1910-11 was 870 tons 
(25,598) ; for 1911-12, 671 tons (f5,428) ; for 1912-13, 1,832 tons 
(215,455)-an increase due to the extension of Nohammareh town, 
and the growth of the boat-building industry there. 

The wood for date-boxes came from Austria-Hungary, Scandinavia, 
and Russia. India apparently exported a good deal of wood for 
boat-building, &c., to Basra and Mohammareh, but at Baghdad, after 
monopolizing the timber market, had lost i t  entirely in 1912-13 to 
Russia, whose cheap white woods supplied 94 per cent. of tho 
import. 

Coffee.-The coffee imported to Basra anlonnted on an average to 
about 14,000 bags a year, the quantities varying between 8,000 and 
18,000 bags (valued at f 33,000-73,000). At  Baghdad the import varied 
between 4,000 and 11,000 bags (valued at £16,000-17,000). The value 
of the coffee brought to the Diarbekr market was estimated at  
210,000 ; at Mosul the import was estimated at 22,000-4,500. 

The coffee sent to Mesopotamia was mostly Brazilian-grown and 
imported from the United Kingdom, which had about 66 per cent. 
of the trade to Baghdad. Brazilian coffee mas also shipped from 
Hamburg and Marseilles. India was credited with about 20-22 per 
cent. of the import to Baghdad in 1911-13, and the whole of the 
import to Mosul. 

Tea.-The consulnption of tea anlong the Arabs in Mesopotanlia and 
Arabistan has been increasing. The amount imported to Basra in  a 
normal year was about 19,000-20,000 cases valued at  £24,000-25,000. 
An import to Baghdad of about 18,000 cases was valued at about 
&81,000. The tea passing through Mohammareh into Arabistan in 
1910-11 was 142 tons (£15,209) ; in 1911-12, 106 tons (210,341) ; 
in 1912-13, 64 tons (&10,626) ; but large quantities wei-e smuggled 
into the country owing to the high duties levied by the' Persian 
Customs. There was a snlall, s l o ~ ~ ~ l y  increasing import to Diarbekr, 
valued a t  &1,100 in 1912, and at £1,300 in 1913. 

0 2 
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Almost all the tea imported to Irak and Arabistan came from 
India; a small quantity was sent to Baghdad from China. The tea 
on the Diarbekr market was entered as coming from the United 
Kingdom. 

Petrolezctn.-The, demand for oil in lower Mesopotamia was in- 
creasing before the war with the growing use of mechanical pumps 
for irrigation. The need of petroleum for fuel and lighting may be 
expected to increase greatly in the future. 

The imports to Basra amounted in  1910 to 108,400 cases ; in 1911 
to 50,070 cases ; iu 1912 to 209,200 cases ; in 1913 to 332,670 cases. 
Before 1911 Russian oil had dominated the market ; in 1911 and 
1912 American (Standard Oil Company's) oil was rapidly gaining 
ground; in 1913 the lead was taken by the produce of the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company's field i n  Arabistan. Of the 332,670 cases 
imported in that year 179,294 came from Arabistan, 87,000 con- 
tained Russian oil, and 66,376 American. The value of the whole 
import amounted to 291,484. 

The value of the oil imported at Diarbekr was £30,000, three-
fourths being Russian, one-eighth Rumanian,and therest from Austria- 
Hungary and the United States. 

Ifidigo arnd Other Dges.-Up to 1913 Nesopotamia had been sup- 
plied with vegetable indigo from India, which sent yearly about 
£20,000 wort11 to Basra. I n  1913 German and Belgian synthetic 
indigo was put on the Baghdad market with some success. I n  that 
year the inlport of vegetable indigo from India to Baghdad was 566 
cases valued at £16,922 (as compared with 631 cases in  1912 and 670 
cases in  1913). The inlport of synthetic indigo in 1913 was 1,302 
cases valued at  £32,500. 

Other natural dyes (henna, &e.) car& from Persia, and there was 
an import of aniline dyes, besides indigo, from the Continent. 

LcatTcer.-The value of the leather annually imported to Baghdad 
in  the five years 1909-13 varied considerably. I n  1909 i t  was 
£14,848 ; in  1910 £28,808 ; in 1911 £5,595 ; in 1912 £26,691 ; i n  
1913 £16,779. This import came chiefly from France. India sent 
a cheap quality. Buffalo-hides from Hong-Kong were used for shoe- 
leather. 

Drugs and Medicines.-The annual import of drugs and medicines 
a t  Basra amounted to about 7,000-8,000 packages, with an estimated 
value of about £24,500-f28,OOO. The imports to Baghdad in the 
years 1911-13 are given as follows : in  1911, 7,974 packages 
(&43,190); in 1912, 3,375 packages (230,785) ; in 1913, 1,390 
packages (£43,475). I n  1912-13 the import to Arabistan was 
valued at f5,599. 
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France formerly held the lead on the Baghdad market, but in 
1912-13 t,he greater part of the import was entered as coming from 
the United Kingdom and India, the shares of the different countries 
being as follows: India 39 per cent., thk United Kingdom 17 
per cent., France 37 per cent, Belgium 5 per cent. ;Germany and 
Austria-Hungary divided the balance. 

I n  1906 it was reported that in northern Mesopotamia practically 
all the drugs on the market were French or German. 
. Paper.-From six to twelve thousand bales were imported yearly 
to Baghdad, valued at £25,000-48,500. About three-quarters of the 
import came from Austria-Hungary. India, Belgium, and Germany 
had most of the remainder of the trade. The paper imported to 
Diarbekr, valued at $17,500-dE18,000 was entered as coming from 
France, Austria-Hungary, Italy, and Germany. 

Matc7zes.-The import at Basra varied between about 5,000 and 
7,500 cases. The estimated value of the import at Basra was ahout 
£3 a case ; at Baghdad it varied from about 2 3  to about £6 a case. 

Candles.-The import a t  Basra varied from about 6,000 to about 
13,000 cases, valued at about 5'2 a case, and coming from Belgium, 
India, France, and Germany. The candles imported to Diarbekr 
were mostly French. 

Provisions.-The quantities imported to Basra were : in 1911, 
24,962 packages (£74,886) ; in 1912, 26,795 packages (3330,385) ; in  
1913, 40,335 packages (£100,562). The import came from India, 
the United Kingdom, and Germany. 

Coal.-About 21,000-25,000 tons of Welsh coal were imported 
to Basra yearly, for use on river and ocean steamers. 

Tobacco was imported to Mesopotamia from Persia. 
C7tina a d  Glasszuare: E ~ a m e l  Ware :Cutlery and Otlter Hardzcare.- 

These imports came most.1~ from Austria-Hungary and Germany, 
and the trade in Irak and Arabistan was in the hands of German 
and Austrian firms. About 5,000-6,000 cases of china and glass- 
ware were imported annually to Baghdad ; Austria-Hungary had 
the lead in this trade. Window-glass came largely from Belgium. 
Cutlery came mostly from Germany. Enamel ware came from 
Austria-Hungary and India ; some part of the Indian import may 
have been of European manufacture. 
' Clot7hing.-There was a small but growing trade in European 

clothing, chiefly of Continental manufacture. Austria-Hungary 
imported fezes. 
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PRINCIPALEXPORTS 
' 

Particulars of the export trade of Mesopotamia must necessarily 
be confined almost entirely to the period before the war. A certain 
amount of information on trade matters is, however, available for the 
year 1916 ; from particulars of exports from Basra in that year, it 
appears that the date trade of the Shatt el-'Arab has not been 
seriously affected (see below, p. 215). Very little grain was exported 
from the country. There was an export of wool, mostly to London, 
of 16,343 bales, which is less than half the amount exported before 
the war, and of hides and skins, horses, &c., to Bombay in about the 
same proportion. 

Dates.-The Turkish side of the Shatt el-'Arab is one of the 
principal date-producing areas of the world, and large quantities 
of dates are exported annually from Basra. The trade, however, is 
a highly speculative one. Prices, which are in the first instance fixed 
by arrangement between growers and buyers, rise and fill1 with great 
rapidity, depending largely on the demands of European and American 
markets ; in sonle instances there has been keen competition from 
America for the crop even'before the dates were ripe ; forward sales 
have in  many cases re'sulted i n  heavy loss, the purchasing firms being 
left with large quantities of dates upon their hands in London and 
Bombay, which were unsaleable except at considerable loss. The 
output of dates is liable to be seriously affected by local conditions : 
climatic changes are at times responsible for deterioration in the 
crop ; labour for picking may be specially plentiful in  years when 
the grain crop is a failure, or a t  other times may be almost unob- 
tainable, as in  1911, when, owing to the outbreak of cholera, the 
outside supply failed. Cost of freight has risen considerably in  
recent years. Dates for export are mostly of three kinds, viz. 
(1) hallawi, (2) Jcltadrau~i, (3) sair, and are classified as 'wet' 
dates as against the dry dates which are not exported to Europe 
and America ; all three kinds are packed in cases, and are sent 
to the' United Kingdom, to America, India, and Australia, also 
to Austria, Russia, the Levant, and other destinations ; the dates 
which are packed in baskets and sent to India, Turkey, the Levant, 
and Persian Gulf ports, and to the United Kingdom are probably 
for the most part sairs. Less important varieties of dates are deris, 
which a1.e exported in bags to Karachi and Egypt, and zelldis, grown 
for the most part round Baghdad and in the neighbourhood of Ker- 
bela, which are packed in baskets and skins for Bombay, Singapore, 
Egypt, and the Levant. There has been no export trade in dates 
to China up to now ; it has been suggested, however, that, if dates 
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could be popularized as an article of food in that country, a large 
increase in the trade from Mesopotamia would follow. According to 
figures i n  the consular trade reports, the amount of dates exported 
from Basra rose from 31,250 tons in 1906 to 66,169 in 1911. 
I n  this year the export was valued at  f457,795, while in 1912 
a decreased export of 61,490 tons was valued at a considerably higher 
figure, vjz. 3471,119 ; the price per ton in that year was &7 13s. 3d. ; 
in 1913, 75,368 tons were exported, valued at f 582,074. 

Very little information as to trade since the war is available; 
it is reported however, that in 1916 dates were sent from Basra to 
London, Bombay, Karachi, and New York, to the amount of about 
85,000 tons valued a t  &890,000. The marked difference between 
the estimate for this year and the estimates for the years before the 
war is probably explained, at  least partly, by the fact that pre-war 
statistics relating to trade were by no means exhaustive, and the 
export figures in many cases underestimated. 

The average price of 7zaZlazois, kkudrazois, and sairs i n  recent 
years has been roughly Bs., 6s., and 4s. per cwt. respectively. 

Exports of dates from Arabistan rose from an average of about 
2,000 tons between 1905 and 1908 to 6,303 tons in, 1912, but fell 
again to 3,177 in 1913; dates grown on the Persian side of the 
Shatt el-'Arab are usually found to be inferior to those grown on 
the opposite bank ; this is said to be owing to the better cultiva- 
tion on the Turkish side. Dates grown in Arabistan are principally 
sairs. 

Wheat and Barley.--The volume of the export trade from Mesopo- 
tamia in  wheat and barley, although in  favourable years considerable, 
has been liable to very great fluctuations. This is due to a variety of 
causes: in  seasons where there is a deficiency of rainfall, or where 
the supply of water for irrigation is  low, the export dwindles 
almost to nothing ; tribal fighting has frequently prevented the 
shipping. of the grain down the river; and other local conditions, 
such as the serious outbreak of cholera in 1911, may cause consider- 
able dislocation in the trade. I n  years of scarcity an embargo has 
been placed by the Turkish Government on the export of grain 
from the coi-~ntry, or even from one vilayet to another ; at  such times 
grain has been imported from India. Although the embargo may 
have occasionally been necessary in order to avert famine, it has been 
suggested that it did not in every case owe its existence to economic 
reasons. 

The grain trade has also been seriously affected in the past by the 
amount of dirt which has been found to be mixed with the corn ;this 
has even been known to reach 37 per cent. In  1912 the principal 
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exportees signed an agreement only to purchase grain if weighed 
after cleansing ; the results, however, were disappointing. 

Of the two varieties of wheat produced in  Mesopotamia, the large- 
grained sort, which contains little flour and much gluten, is chiefly 
exported to India and Jeddah, or consumed locally ; the small-grained 
wheat is sent to Europe. The grain is not of first-class quality. It is 
a hard, red \\-heat, and is used mainly for mixing with other varieties. 

The quality of the barley grown in Mesopotaniia is better than that 
of the wheat, and there has always been a good market for it ; it is 
largely exported for mixing with malting barley ;the sample produced 
in the Hilla region, known as arag, is better than that of the Amara 
disbrict, and it has been said that there seems to be no reason why 
arag barley should not compete with that of the Black Sea or River 
Plate. 

The wheat was exported to the United Kingdom, Germany, India, 
Turkey, and the Persian Gulf ports ; barley was sent to the United 
Kingdom, Germany, India, and Turkey. 

The amount of wheat exported from Basra (including the Baghdad 
export) has varied from 30,136 tons in 1908, valued at  &241,093, 
to 1,830 tons in 1909, valued at  $11,531; in  1912 it amounted to 
28,044 tons, valued at  $243,054. The corresponding export of barley 
in the same yea.m was in  1908 52,996 tons, valued a t  $370,977; in  
1909, 11,038 tons, valued at  f82,788 ; and in 1912, 117,999 tons, 
valued at $1,118,490. I n  1913 owing to the failure of the grain 
harvest of the preceding year there was practically no wheat or barley 
exported. 

The general trend of prices of both wheat and barley on the 
Baghdad and Basra markets has been in an upward direction, partly 
owing to the rise in world prices, and partrly owing to local conditions 
such as German competition in  the local grain markets; grain was 
first exported by a German firm in  1906, and by 1910 and 1911 large 
consignments were being bought a t  a high price by German mer- 
chants. 

A considerable amount of wheat was sent from Nosul to the 
Baghdad market, whence it was exported t.hrough Basra to Europe ; 
this was valued in  1910 at 2200,000. 

From Diarbekr surplus wheat was sent to Mosul and Baghdad, 
and to other prokinces of the Turkish Empire; this export was 
uncertain, and dependent upon local conditions ; the value of the 
export amounted in some years to 230,000. 

Wheat is the principal grain export of Arabistan, barley was 
exported for the first time in 1908; this trade has been liable to 
even greater fluctuations than that of Basra. A good crop of wheat 
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may be expected about three times in every decade in Arabistan. 
The grain was exported for the most part from Mohammareh to the 
United Kingdom, Germany, and India. The barley export fiom 
Arabistan in 1912-13 amounted to 2,947 tons ; of this rather more 
than one-half went to Germany, and the remainder to the United 
Kingdom with the exception of a small export to the Arab ports ; 
there was no barley exported in the two preceding years. 

Rice.-Rice grown in Irak fornls an important part of the export 
trade of Mesopotamia. The export of paddy has increased considerably ; 
new rice-growing districts in the neighboarhood of Amara have 
been opened up, and in 1911 especially, owing to the failure of 
the Burmese crop, there was a big demand for Mesopotamian 
paddy in  the European markets. The amount of rice available 
for export is entirely dependent upon the supply of water for 
irrigation ; in years in which this is deficient, or when the river 
rises late as in 1913, there is almost a complete failure of the crop, 
and rice has then to be imported from India ; in years of scarcity an 
embargo on the export of rice was imposed by the Turkish Govern- 
ment. There is a certain amount of speculation in the trade; in 
some years large advances have been .made to growers by buyers, 
who have lost heavily, and in some cases received no rice or paddy 
at all. Rice grown in Mesopotamia is coarse in quality ; it is known 
in the East under the trade description of 'Persian' rice ; it is packed 
for export iu bags, weighing about I+cwt., and sent chiefly to the 
United Kingdom for distilling and sizing purposes ;a small quantity 
is sent to India as food, but Mesopotamian rice as a rule is not well 
suited for eating purposes. I n  order to popularize it further with 
European millers great care should be taken in cleaning the rice; 
until recently it has been cleaned by hand-mill at Amara,-and partly 
by hand and partly by machinery at Basra, where there is a large 
steel cleaning mill. Rice exported from Basra is sent chiefly to the 
United Kingdom, Germany, and Turkey ; paddy is sent to the United 
Kiogdom, Germany, and the Persian Gulf ports. The amount of 
rice exported in 1913 mas 2,274 tons, valued at 316,684 ; in 1907, 
4,490 tons were exported. Paddy was exported in 1912, a very 
exceptional year, to the extent of 64,996 tons, valued at 2324,980 ; 
in 1909, 6,750 tons only were exported. 

In upper Mesopotamia a small amount of rice is at times sent out 
from the Diarbekr vilayet to other provinces of the Turkish Empire ; 
this has amounted in some years to a value of 315,000. 

Prom Arabistan a small surplus of the rice, which is grown in 
the Hawizeh and Jerrilhi districts, is exported through Basra and 
Koweit ;this has varied in  amount from 1,156 tons in 1908 to 115 
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tons in  1910, and is of inferior quality. The rice grown near Dizftil 
is said to be better, but the cost of transport is high, and by the 
time it reaches Ahwsz the price is as high as for rice imported from 
India. 

Seeds.-The most important seeds exported from IlIesopotamia are 
millet, deri seed (also called idhrah, a kind of maize), and sesame ; 
other seeds exported include beans, haricot, 7burtzcman, lentils (mash), 
linseed, pulse, quince, and poppy seeds. Deri seed and millet are 
sown when the water recedes from flooded land; in years when the 
river has been late in  rising, or when there has been a rapid fall of 
the river after floods, the crop has been a failure, and very small 
quantities only have been available for export; at  such times when 
forward sales have been made in  London the shippers have lost 
heavily. Seeds are exported to the United Kingdom, India, Persian 
Gulf ports, and the Levant ; in  1911a considerable amount of millet 
was shipped, together with barley and paddy, to Antwerp and Ham- 
burg ; sesame is exported chiefly to the United Kingdom, and also 
to France, where there is a considerable demand for it. The 
export of seeds from Basra varied i n  amount from 25,338 tons in 
1908, valued at S190,039, to 11,017 tons in 1910, valued at f82,629, 
and to as little as 3,799 tons in  1913. These figures include exports 
from the Baghdad vilayet, from which there came in 1912 beans 
(1,500 bags), deri (1,152 bags), and mash (10,123 bags), besides sesame 
and other seeds in smaller quantities. 

From Mosul sesame is at  times exported ; this export was valued 
i n  1911 at &1,500. From Diarbekr there is at  times an export of 
pulse to other provinces. 

Arabistan exports a certain quantity of oil seeds : in 1908 this 
export amounted to 640 tons of linseed and sesame ; the latter was 
sent to France, the former to the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
India. There has been also a small export of beans and lentils from 
Arabistan through Koweit to Arabia and India, though this was 
checked in 1909 by an export duty imposed by the Persian Customs. 

Wool.-The export trade in wool from Mesopotamia has been some- 
what affected by fluctuations in the foreign demand : in some years, 
as  in 1907, when foreign demands were small, considerable quantities 
have remained unsold ; in recent years, however, there has been a 
good sale for wool in both Europe and America, and i n  the future 
there should be no difficulty in absorbing any quantity which the 
country can produce. The output has also in some years been 
checked by adverse local conditions : a great amount of damage was 
done to the flocks, and their numbers were considerably reduced, by the 
severefblizzard i n  1911 ; in that year a large proportion of the wool 
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was skin-wool taken from dead animals, and the quality of the clip 
deteriorated accordingly. The practice of false packing, i.e. including 
dunglocks and dirty lumpy pieces rolled with good fleeces in  order 
to increase the weight, has resulted in  a lessened demand for 3I.eso- 
potamian wool in  Europe, except a t  reduced prices. The charac- 
teristics of the three principal varieties of wool, viz. Arab, Awassi, 
and Karadi have already been described (see pp. 186-7). 

Baghdad is the principal centre of the wool trade in Mesopotamia ; 
from there large consignnlents are sent via Basra to the United 
Kingdom, France, Germany, and Austro-Hungary ; all three varieties 
are exported. Wool-dealing in Baghdad is very speculative, and the 
prices at  which the wool is sold are often as high as, or higher 
than, prices in Europe. The method of purchase is as follows: 
merchants advance money to Arab and Kurdish flockmasters or 
heads of tribes some months before the wool season commences, and 
agree to pay the market price of the day of delivery at an appointed 
station ; sonietimes a sheikh or agha requiring money to pay his tax 
gets an advance for that purpose from a merchant, and agrees in 
return to make his followers deliver their wool to him ; the wool is 
brought to Baghdad or other centres of the trade, where it is  sorted 
and washed in a careless manner, and subsequently packed in bales 
weighing 340 lb. Prices in Baghdad in  1912 were : for Arab wool, 
washed, 18s. to 20s., for Awassi wool, unwashed, 16s. to 17s. 6d., 
and for Karadi wool, unwashed, 15s. 6d. to 17s. per 34.375 1b. Of 
the quantity exported from Baghdad in  that year, amounting to 
34,039 bales, 37 per cent. went to the United Kingdom, 32 per cent. 
to France, 21 per cent. to America, and 54 per cent. to Germany. 
The amouat of ~vool exported from Basra, and including Baghdad, 
has varied from 17,624 bales, valued at  2123,368, in 1908 to 44,392 
bales, valued at f310,744, in 1913. 

Wool markets in upper Mesopotamia are at Mosul and Diarbekr ; 
in Mosul there are a few merchants who purchase wool for the 
European markets, but the greater part is sent on to Baghdad or 
Aleppo, and sold there. Wool from Mosul is sent down the Tigris 
to Baghdad on rafts, and is  of the Awasei and Karadi varieties ; 
in 1912 wool to the value of &79,000 was exported from Mosul, of 
which f57,000 worth went to the United Kingdom and £22,000 to 
other countries. Of the wool in the Diarbekr district 90 per cent. isof 
the Karadi variety. The wool is washed, pressed, and packed in  bales 
of 100 okes. It was sent to Alexandretta, whence it was exported 
for the most part to London. 

There is a small export of wool from Arabistan, which amounted 
in 1910-11 to 407 tons, and in  1913 to 350 tons, valued at 213,473 ; 
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it is brought from the Dizfnl, Shushtar, and Ramuz districts, and 
exported to Europe, if in good order ; otherwise it is sent un-
pressed to India. Wool is exported from Arabistan in a manu-
factured condition in the form of carpets, which are brought from 
up-country, and sent to the United Kingdom, and of cloth, which is 
exported to Turkey. 

Mo7~airis clipped from Angora goats in the Kurdish hills ; the 
buyers pay a fee to the headmen of the tribes, who in return help 
them by fixing the price of mohair in  their tribe, and look after their 
interests generally. Mosul is the principal centre to which mohair is 
brought, and'from which i t  is exported via Baghdad and Basra ; the 
annual value of the export from Mosul in recent years has been about 
S11,000; in 1912 i t  was estimated at &11,500. Mohair from the 
Diarbekr vilayet is of fair quality ; it comes chiefly from the Jeziret- 
ibn-'Omar district ; the export in 1910 was valued at ~10,000, in 
1907 at &15,000. The price of mohair in Baghdad market was 
in 1912 19s. to 20s. per 28 1b. The export of mohair is through 
Basra ; i t  has been sent almost entirely to the United Kingdom, 
where there is usually a good demand ; a certain amount has gone 
to Germany, France, and Turkey. I n  1913 the failure of Bradford 
spinners to support the market caused s fall in prices, and the exporters 
suffered loss ; in that year 1,509 bales of mohair were exported from 
Basra, valued at 212,072. 

Hides and Skins.-The export of hides and skins forms a con-
siderable part of the trade of Mesopotamia ; not all those exported, 
however, are produced locally, but a large number are brought in 
from Persia in years when the caravan-routes are open. The trade 
from the highlands of Kurdistan and from Persia is liable to be 
interfered with by severe weather or floods, as well as by raids and 
insecurity generally; on the other hand in years when the grain 
crops fail a larger number of animals is slaughtered, with a corre-
sponding increase in the export of skins. Baghdad is the centre of 
the trade in hides and skins. The most important branch of the 
trade is the export of sheepskins. Raw sheepskins have been occa- 
sionally exported both with and without wool to England and Europe, 
but prices of the tanned article have lately been so high that the 
trade in raw skins decreased ; tanned skins have been turned out in 
large quantities in recent years from the tanneries at  Mo'adhdliam, 
a suburb of Baghdad. I n  1906 one firm alone shipped 800 bales of 
sheepskins tanned here, i. e. 240,000 skins representing a value of 
about 217,000 ; this was probably about a quarter of the total export. 
Tanned sheepskins in 1912 were worth from 2s. 6d. to 2s. 8d. per oke 
(2.83 lb.) in Baghdad, The great majority of these skins have gone 
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to London, but some went to Germany, France, and Austria. The 
tanning of the skins, which are brought in from all parts of the 
country and also from Persia, is imperfectly carried out, while the 
ignorance and consel~atisin of local tanners makes i t  very difficult 
to introduce any improvenients in  their methods. 

The export of lambskins consists partly of true lambskins from 
the winter lambs killed shortly after birth, of which probably 150,000 
to 500,000, valued at from .S7,500 to £25,000 are exported annually, 
partly of skins taken from the lambs born in summer and killed 
in the follo\ving spring. There has been a large export of these 
latter, chiefly to Germany and Austria, through Hamburg and 
Trieste. The price of these skins, which are largely used for glove- 
making, was in 1907 from Is. 10d. to 2s. 6d. per skin in the Baghdad 
market ; i t  is estimated that from 150,000 to 300,000 are sent away 
annually; astrakhan skins were valued in  the same year a t  from 
3d. to 2s. 6d. per skin ; the principal demand for these was from 
JkIarseilles. 

Goatskins are mostly exported in the form of raw goatskins with 
hair; these are brought in large quantities from Kurdistan and 
Persia. They have been exported to Europe and to the United 
Kingdom ; most of those exported to this country have gone even- 
tually to America; the export to Europe passed chiefly through 
Marseilles. The price per oke in Baghdad was in 1913 from 1s. 6d. 
to 2s. ; the quantity exported annually is estimated at from 200,000 
to 300,000 pieces, valued at from &20,000 to £30,000. 

A certain number of raw goatskins are tanned at Mo'adhdham. 
They have been exported to the United Kingdom, which is  usually 
the best market for the tanned skins. Prices of tanned goatskins 
were in 1912 2s. 10d. to 3s., in 1913 3s. l c l .  to 3s. 3d. per oke. 

The number of ox and cowhides brought to Baghdad i n  an average 
season is from 50,000 to 60,000; these have been exported to European 
ports, chiefly Marseilles, and to the United States; the estin~ated 
value is about 6112,000 annually. From 8,000 to 10,000 buffalo-hides 
come into the market every year, of which the greater number are 
used locally. 

The amount of the total export of hides and skins from Baghdad 
has varied from 4,366 bales, valued a t  256,760, in 1908 to 7,618 bales, 
valued a t  £108,612, i n  1913; the export figures from Basra are 
rather less. 

From Mosul hides and skins are exported to the value 'of about 
£40,000 annually. 

There is a considerable export trade in hides and skins from 
Diarbekr. It appears that the bulk of the export went to France, 



COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 

the United States, Germany, and other parts of Turkey. Son10 
tanned sheepskins were apparently sent to London. The export 
of raw goatskins has been estimated at about 100,000 pieces a year. 
The to td  value of hides and skins exported from Diarbekr i n  1913 
was given as f39,000. 

There is a small export of hides and skins from Arabistan wliich 
amounted in 1912-13 to 22,495. 

Ghz and Butter.-The export of 9h;i has increased considerably in 
recent years, and is now becoming a n  important trade; it is made 
i n  the villages by the Arabs, and is collected in skins, and sent to 
the markets at  Baghdad and Basra; i n  years when the rainfall is 
plentiful and grazing good there is a considerable surplus for export ; 
in years of deficient rainfall it has been found necessary to prohibit 
the export altogether, for the sake of the local consumers. Ghz is  
exported from Baghdad and Basra to India, Turkey, and the Levant ; 
i n  the Levant ports and at  Jeddah there is a good demand for i t  ; in 
1906 the export amounted to 14,924 cases, valued at  225,371, and 
in  1911 to 34,492, valued at  £86,230 ; the average export in the last 
three years before the war was 25,000 cases; the price during the 
same period was about £4 per ctrt. There is an important. export 
of butter from Diarbekr ; this is sent overland to Syria and to the 
interior, and consists of cooling butter and lard for Syria, Constanti- 
nople, and Egypt. The value of this export increased from f30,000 
i n  1906 to £60,000 in  1913. The export of butter and grease from 
Arabistan is small. 

Amimals. (a) Camels.-The export of camels is mainly from the 
upper Mesopotamian plains and the Syrian Desert; there is very 
little export from Irak. 

For the Anazeh and Shammar camels, and indeed for the whole 
Arabian camel trade, the chief market is Damascus, where from 
24,000 to 32,000 camels are bought and sold every year; most of 
these go ultimately to Egypt, and the remainder to Asia Minor, 
Mesopotamia, and Syria ; about 300 canlels are sold in  Aleypo every 
Wednesday for about six months in the year. The purchasing 
season for camels is the summer, when the Bedawis need clothes 
and provisions for the winter; a t  this season the Fed'an group of 
the Anazeh are i n  the Jezrreh; where they carny in  the Khabar 
valley, and the Anlarat group are mostly on the Euphrates near 
Museyib. The method of purchase of the camels is as follo~vs : the 
dealers of Baghdad and Damascus employ as buyers Ageyl Arabs: 
such as Beni Tamrm of the Nejd, who are not engaged in perpetual 
tribal feuds ; the purchase is arranged through the local sheikh, who 
receives a riyuE on every camel bought and in  return sees that the 
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animals are delivered at a fair price. The export of camels in 1912 
from Diarbekr to Egypt and the interior was valued at 24,000, in  
1913 a t  &6,000. 

(6)  Horses.-The horse export trade has been a fluctuating one, 
owing to various restrictions placed upon i t  by the Turkish Govern- 
ment. From 1902 to 1914 the export of horses was permitted, 
except at  the time of the Balkan War. An export duty of 1 per 
cent. ad valorenz was charged. Horses exported, with the excep- 
tion of those from the Diarbekr vilayet, were sent to Basra, and 
thence to India ; the breed of horses exported was mostly Arab. 

A few Persian horses were sent to India, and from the Kirkuk 
district a fairly useful sort of Kurdish pony was also sent. The 
bulk of the horses from the Mosul vilayet were purchased for the 
markets a t  Mosul, Kirkuk, and Baghdad by dealers from the Sham- 
mar Arabs, who visited Arab and Kurdish tribes for the purpose. 
Up to 1906 the price of horses a t  Basra increased rapidly ; from 
that date, however, i t  has remained at about the same figure. In  
1910,2,123 horses, valued at  X53,075, were sent from Basra to Inciia, 
but 900 of them remained for some time unsold at Bombay; in  
1912, 1,413, valued at 235,325, were exported, and in  1913, 1,749, 
valued at  £43,725 ; a large number of these horses came from the 
Mosul district. From Diarbekr horses and mules were exported a t  
a value varying between 24,500 in 1908 and 26,500 in 1918 ; these 
were for the most part sent overland to Syria and the Interior ; 
a certain number were at times sent to Egypt and to India. 

(c) Mides.-Mules, mostly Persian, are bought in the markets of 
northern Arabistan and eastern and northern Mesopotamia for use in 
this area ; the supply, however,was diminishing before the mar. There 
is not much export of mules from Mesopotamia ; about 400 animals 
passed through Baghdad market as re-exports for Syria in  1907. 
A certain number of mules is bred in the Diarbekr district, and of 
these some were sent to Syria. The Diarbekr mules are slightly 
inferior to the Baghdad mules ; they were valued in  1907 at  about 
E l0  each, as compared with 215 for the Baghdad mule. 

(d) Sheep and Goats.-The chief markets for the export of sheep 
from Mesopotamia to Syria and Egypt are Mosul and Diarbekr. The 
Baghdad export seems to have practically ceased before the war. 
The Diarbekr sheep came in  part from outside this area, from the 
Dersim district, as well as a small number from Erzerum. 

I n  1908 the Mosul district was sending annually about 100,000 
sheep to Syria a t  about 12s. each. I n  1910 the value of the export 
of sheep from Mosul was estimated at d180,000 ; in 1912 (after the 
loss of stock in the severe winter of 1910-11) at  235,000. From 
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Diarbekr sheep to the  value of £200,000 were exported in 1910. I n  
1912 the sheep and goats sent from Diarbekr to Egypt and the 
interior were valued a t  890,000, and in  1913 at  £150,000. . 

(e) Cattle and Bwfla1oes.-Cattle are exported from Mosul and 
Diarbekr to Syria, to other parts of Turkey, and to Egypt ; the export 
from Mosul increased in value from £15,000 in 1907 to f30,000 in 
1910, and in  1912 it amouhted to $27,000; in the same year cattle 
to the value of £2,000 were exported from Diarbekr. Buffaloes are 
sent to Kaisarieh and Erzerum; the buffalo-hides are of consider- 
able value, and are sent to other provinces of the Turkish Empire. 

Liquorice.-The trade in liquorice, which is almost entirely in the 
hands of Messrs. MacAndrews, Forbes & Co., an American firm con- 
nected with the Tobacco Trust, has a t  times been considerably inter- 
fered with by the Turkish 'Governments which formerly imposed 
heavy taxes on the liquorice root; in  1909, however, the Turks 
granted facilities as to taxation, and a special officer was appointed to 
supervise the trade a t  the custom-house at Basra, with the result 
that the output was considerably increased. No liquorice paste has 
been manufactured in  F(llesopotamia; this is due to the fact that 
liquorice in  a raw state enters America duty free, whereas the paste 
is subject to  a prohibitive duty. There is a small export of liquorice 
to the United Kingdom and to France, as well as to America. 'I'he 
average value of the root before export from Basra is about 26 per 
ton. The number of the packages of liquorice exported annually 
from Basra has varied from 48,778 in 1909 to 13,052 in 1912 and 
38,521 in 1913, valued at  an equal number of pounds sterling; 
export duty was nominally 1 per cent. but a~nounted really to almost 
2 per cent. owing to the various custom-house charges, stamps, &c. 
There has been an annual export of liquorice from Mosul valued at 
from f2,000 to 23,600. 

Galls and Va1onia.-Gall-nuts are produced by the larvae from the 
eggs deposited by the gall-fly on the oak-trees growing in the Kurdi- 
stan hills. The galls are brought down by the tribesmen in mixed 
parcels to Mosul, where they are sorted and graded ; in years in 
which there was political disturbance in the hills the trade was 
adversely affected. Three sorts of galls are dealt in, viz. blues, 
greens, and whites ; the first of these contains the most useful 
tanning properties, and was most in  demand i n  Europe ; greens 
were less in demand for export, though some were shipped to India ; 
large quantities of whites are used by local tanners, but in 1913 
almost the whole of the export of white galls was taken by Germany. 
In recent years Germany has taken about one-half of the total export 
of galls, the United Kingdom has taken about a quarter, and the 
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remainder has gone to India, France, the United States, the Nether- 
lands, and Egypt. The prices of galls in  Baghdad were in  1912 as 
follows: blues, £10 5s. to £10 10s. per kantar of 6404 lb. ; whites, 
'g9 15s. to £10 ; mixed, $9 5s. to 2 9  10s. The amount of galls 
exported from Basra, and including Baghdad, in 1910 was 7,616 
bags, valued at 3247,600, and in  1912, 24,355 bags, valued at £152,219. 
The value of the export of galls from Mosul has been llsually from 
£70,000 to £80,000 annually ; in  1912 it amounted to 280,000. 
From Diarbekr there was an export of valonia valued in  1910 at 
£13,000, in  1912 at 230,000 ; this went to the United Kingdom, 
France, Germany, and the interior. There is no export of galls 
from Arabistan. 
Gum Tragacalzth.-This substance is obtained from one of the 

gum-bearing plants, and is used as a substitute for gum arabic in  
the making of medicines and other commodities. The better-class 
gums are brought down from Persian Kurdistan, the province of 
Kirmanshah, and from Luristan and the Bakhtiysri countiy ; the 
gums produced in the Mardrn and Diarbekr dist~icts of upper 
Mesopotamia are of poor quality. At  times the supply fails owing 
to the unsettled state of the country and insecurity of the trade- 
routes. I n  1909 the shrub from which the gum is taken in the 
Persian hills was said to be failing ; good supplies, however, were 
forthcoming in the succeeding years. The greater part of the export 
of gum goes to London ; in  1913,82 per cent. mas sent from Baghdad 
to this market, 12 per cent. to Germany, ancl the remainder to Egypt, 
France, and America; in  1912 the average price at Baghdad was 
26 5s. per cwt. Arabistan gum goes partly to London, partly to 
India. The gum exported from Baghdad in 1909 consisted of 640 
cases and bags valued at $10,886, and i n  1912, of 5,772 cases and 
bags valued at &75,099. The export of gums from Arabistan was 
steadily increasing in value ; it was estimated in 1908-9 at  25,856, 
in 1912-13 at 214,311. The value of gums exported annually from 
Diarbekr has varied between 22,000 in  1908 and f8,000 in  1913 ; 
these go to France, Germany, and the interior. 

Silk.-The export of silk is almost entirely from the Diarbekr 
vilayet. The countiy round Diarbekr lends itself particularly to 
the cultivation of the mulberry-tree ; the water-supply is good, and 
there has been a considerable increase, during recent years, in the 
number of trees planted. Silk is exported in  two forms, raw and 
manufactured ; there is also an export of cocoons and cocoon waste ; 
there is a good demand for raw silk from Aleppo and Damascus, 
lvhile manufactured silk is sent to Aleppo and Constantinople ; 
cocoons are exported to France ancl Austria ; the export to France, 

MES. I P 
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which dates from 1908, is increasing. The value of silks exported 
from Diarbekr was in 1907 f50,000 ; in  1913 silk was exported to 
the value of £33,000, and cocoons valued at  £800. There is also an 
annual export of silk from Mosul and Baghdad valued at a few 
hundred pounds. I n  former times the cultivation of the silk-worm 
was one of the most important industries in Irak ; for some reason, 
however, the industry died out, but is now said to be reviving, and 
very large numbers of mulberry-trees have been planted in the 
neighbourhood of Baqnbeh, about thirty miles from Baghdad. 

Petro1eunz.-The export of,oil is confined to the produce of the 
Arabistan field, Anglo-Persian Oil Compa~~y. This company began 
operations on a considerable scale only in 1912, and the quantity 
of Persian oil on the market at Basra in that year was insignificant. 
The season of 19.13-14 was the first in which the company 
attained full marketing strength ; Anglo-Persian oil was proved to 
be satisfactory both in  quality and price, and gained quickly in  
popularity ; sinco the beginning of 1914 it  has maintained a strong 
hold on local markets. I n  1913 products of the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company were imported to Basra from Mohammareh to the extent of 
179,294 cases, and in the same year were put on the market at  Baglidad 
for the first time i n  any appreciable quantity, being responsible for 
48 per cent. of the total importation. See further pp. 229-30. 

Other Exports.-These included opium and carpets, both of which 
came from Persia; the opium was brought to Baghdad and forwarded 
to Hong-Kong ; carpets were exported to Constantinople, Syria, 
London, and America Copper from the Arghana Ma'den mines in 
the Diarbekr vilayet was, before the war, exported to England to the 
value of about 235,000 annually (see below, p. 229). Dog manure 
was sent to Austri? to be used i n  the manufacture of gloves, intes- 
tines for the manufacture of sausages, and almond kernels, which 
are used in the making of prussic acid, were exported to the Conti- 
nent ;colocynth, from which a drug with strong cathartic properties 
is manufactured, and which grows i n  the neighbourhood of Mosul, 
was also exported. 

The industries of the country were carried on before. the war 
almost entirely without modern machinery. I n  Irak there were a 
few mechanical flour-mills, ice-machines, wool-presses, &c., mostly 
a t  Baghdad, and the Baghdad Army Clothing Factory had recently 
been provided with Austrian plant. These instances, together with 
the oil-pumps used for irrigation (see p. 160), the machinery employed 
on the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's workings, and that introduee(1 
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for the construction of the Hindiyeh Barrage and the Baglidad Rail- 
way, practically cover the whole extent to which modern mechanical 
methods were used in  production. 

Weavifig.-There is a certain amount of hand-weaving in silk, 
cotton, and wool in the towns and villages of Mesopotamia. At  
Baghdad, Diarbekr, and Mosul weaving ranks as a principal industry 
with tanning and working in leather; i t  is fairly important at  some 
other places, e. g. Nejef, Kirkuk, and Mardm. 

The production of silk tissues supplies the greater part of the local 
demand and maintains an export trade to other parts of Turkey, to 
North Africa, and to Persia. The chief centres of the industry are 
Baghdad (with Kazimain) and Diarbekr ; it exists also at Nejef, Mosul, 
and elsewhere. At Baghdad a kind of sillten thread is used which 
is said to be a vegetable product; it is called s l~ir i ,  but the name is 
also given to Assam or 'Moga ' silk imported from Calcutta. 

Cotton and woollen fabrics are woven at  Baghdad, Mosul, Diarbekr, 
Mard~n,and other places in  upper and lower Mesopotamia. For cotton- 
weaving imported yarn is largely used (see p. 208) ;and imported wool 
is in some demand for the finer fabrics made at Baghdad. 

Among the textiles manufactured at  Baghdad are aghabti~zi (a silk 
stuff), ala* (a cotton fabric), qutni (a mixture of silk and wool), 
striped cotton piece-goods like those of Aleppo, and coarse cotton 
cloth. These materials are made into hfi9elfis (head-kerchiefs), 'ctbas 
(cloaks), sItars7la fs (sheets), izars (women's outer garments), yashrnclqs 
(women's veils), and zabans (long bod y-garments worn by men). 
The silk fabrics of Baghdad are famous for their colour and work- 
manship. Coarse yarns of local cotton are woven into pail-cloth and 
sheeting. 

Other towns in Irak where 'abas are made are Nejef, Kerbela, 
Amara, Saq esh-Shuyiikh, and Kurna. There is a good demand 
a t  Baghdad for the 'abas of Amara ; those of Kurna are famous for 
their lightness ; Nejef produces silk 'abas embroidered with gold. 
Shrouds inscribed with texts from the Koran are made at the Shiah 
Holy Cities of Nejef and Kerbela. Woollen rugs and coarse carpets 
are manufactured at Kut el-Amara, and rough carpets, cheap but 
durable, a t  Amsra. 

At  Diarbekr silk and cotton stuffs are the chief textile products. 
The unbleached cotton cloth manufactured in the towns of upper 
Mesopotamia is coarse but strong, and is largely used by Arabs and 
Kurds. There is a small export of *locally worn cotton stuffs and 
woollen carpets from Arabistan. 

The black goats' hair tents of the nomads and semi-nomads are 
manufactured in the to~vns of Mesopotamia. , -

P 2 
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Embroidery.-Much embroidery in silk and gold thread is producecl 
a t  Baghdad and Diarbekr. 

~ ~ i i n ~ . - ~  On the dyeing industry exists a t  the weaving centres. 
dyes used see p. 212. 

Tanning and Leat7zer Work.-Tanning is one of the principal 
industries of Baghdad. The tanneries are mostly in  the suburb of 
Moradhdham, where in  1908 there were 40 establishments turning 
out about 5,000 sheepskins a week. There are smaller tanneries at 
ICazimain. The industry exists on a fairly large scale a t  Mosul and 
Diarbekr. The tannin used comes chiefly from Kurdish galls; there 
is  some production of sumach-tanned leather at  Mosul. On the export 
of tanned skins and hides to Europe and Amcrica see pp. 220-2. 

Local and imported leathers supply various industries at  Baghdad, 
Mosul, and Diarbekr, and especially the manufacture of native shoes 
and boots. There was a Turkish military boot-factory at Baghdad. 

Boat-building.-The native boats in use on the rivers of Irak are 
built at  a number of towns and villages. (On the different types of 
craft see pp. 288-90.) Ma7teile7zs and large bellams are built at Basra, 
at  Sangar (on the right bank of the Shatt el-'Arab about 8 miles 
below Basra) and at  Mohammareh. Smaller craft (danaks and other 
types) are built at several places on the Euphrates, e. g. Saq esh- 
Shuynkh, Samaweh, Shinsfiyeh, Umm el-Birur, Hindiyeh (Tawarij), 
and HI^. Mas7zhfifs are built especially at  Saq esh-Shuyiikh and on 
the Tigris a t  Qal'at Shlih. The Sabians of southern Irak are noted 
boat-builders. 

The s?ha7chtt1rs used on the middle Euphrates were before the war 
constructed at Birijek. During the war askak7~tnr-yardhas apparently 
been established at Jerablas. 

The keleks used on the middle Tigris are put together a t  Diarbekr 
and Mosul. 

Metal-work.-This is produced a t  all the principal towns of Meso- 
potamia. The Sabinn gold- and silver-smiths of lower Mesopotamia 
(at Amara, Snq esh-Shuyakh and Shatrat el-Muntefiq) have a great 
local reputation. The copper-smiths of Baghdad manufacture boilers, 
kettles, coffee-pots, and large copper dishes. Other towns where a 
good deal of copper and iron work is produced are Diarhekr, Mardm, 
and Mosul. 

Arms.-There has been some manufacture of arms in the towns, 
especially in Kurdistan. At  Suleirn~niyeh there is a manufacture of 
rifles, for which there is a good market among the Kurds of the 
neighbourhood. The model for these weapons is the Martini-Peabody 
American patent, but the bore is that of the Russian Berdan rifle, 
and the cartridges used have been of Russian manufacture. One 
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craftsmaa constructs the barrels (spirally welded strips of sheet-iron), 
another the loclts and springs, a third puts together and browns the 
arms, and an agent sells them, the cheapest for &T2, the dearest for 
&T4. These rifles are fairly reliable up to 500 yards. They can be 
turned out at the rate of about 9,000 a year. 

Nining.-The only important mines that have been recently 
worked in  this area are the copper-mines at Arghana Marden 
about 45 miles NW. of Diarbekr. I n  1907 there were three shafts, 
two of which (called Sejak and Serhosh) were the property of the 
Government, while the third (called Lam) belonged to the inhabitants 
of the neighbourhood. The Government shaft ' Serhosh ', which was 
the only one working, was leased to the inhabitants of Arghana 
&larden, who are mostly Greeks and Armenians. The ore was mined 
with hand-picks and blasted with native powder made at' Egil. 
Wood-fuel brought from the neighbouring hills was used in the 
smelting furnaces. Between 1900 and 1906 the yearly average of 
copper produced was 2,350,000 Ib., and the average estimated value 
of the output was about £36,500. I n  1913 the export of copper from 
Disrbekr (presumably from these mines) was valued at 235,700, The 
produce went to the United Kingdom. It has been stated that not 
long before the war the mines were closed down owing to the 
exhaustion of the supply of wood-fuel on which they depended ; but 
i t  has been reported recently that they are now being worked and

' that modern machinery has been ordered for them. 
Coal is worked at Nasaleh in the neighbourhood of Kufri (Saln- 

hiyeh). Small quantities, of poor quality, \\-ere obtained here before 
the war, but the Turks recently developed the workings and seem 
to have obtained in 1916 a fair quality of coal at the rate of 40-50 
tons a day. 

Some of the coal, iron, and lead deposits i11 the hill-country of 
upper Mesopotamia (see pp. 57-8) have been worked intermittently 
on a small scale. 

Quarrying.-The principal quarrying industry is that of the 
Mosul district. E'tcrsl~, a soft bluish nlarble, is exported thence to 
Baghdad. 

Oil and Pitcl~ Prodzcctio~2.-The Anglo-Persian Oil Conipany holds 
a, concession which gives it the exclusive right to bore for oil in 
Persia except in the northern provinces of Azerbaijan, Gilan, Nazan- 
deran, Astarabad, and Khorasan. When the Turco-Persian frontier 
was delimited in  1914 certain petroliferous areas in the Mandali- 
Khanikiu-Qasr-i-Sh~rin region were transferred from Persia to 
Turkey; but the Turkish Government confirmed the rights of the 
company on the transferred territory. The British Government, 
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in  view of the importance of securing a controlled supply for the 
needs of the Royal Navy, has invested largely in the company, and 
in  consideration of this financial support arrangements have been 
made which give the Government the supervision of the Company's 
general policy and of the further development of the concession. 

(a) Production in Arabistan.-The Anglo-Persian Oil Company's 
producing field is a t  Maidsn-i-Naftiin 26-30 miles SSE. of Shushtar. 
A t  Maidsn-i-Naftiin an area of about 3$ square miles was proved 
by 1918. The wells drilled here have so far given an abundant 
yield, and prospects of further development are good. Some 
promising areas have been found in  the neighbourhood. A 10-in. 
pipe-line carries oil from the Maidan-i-Naftan field to the refinery at 
'Abbsdsn on the Shatt el-'Arab. A t  the beginning of the war the 
'Abbzidan refinery had storage for 60,000 tons of crude oil and 50,000 
tons of refined oil ; but the storage capacity has since been increased, 
and further considerable extensions were in progress at the end of 
1917. The native labour enlployed by the company is mainly Lur. 

There is some insignificant collection of oil by natives near Maidan- 
i-Naftan, at  Mesjid-i-Suleinlan (where the wells are exploited by the 
Seyyids of Shushtar), and at Shardan near Ramuz. The oil thus 
obtained is used clliefly for anointing camels against the mange. 

(b) Prodzictio~z in Il'zcrkislc Il'errifory and in the Persian Province 
of Rirnzansl~nh.,-The places on Turkish territory where oil was 
more or less regularly obtained are Mnndali (Neft Khnneh), Chah  
Surkh, Abu Sarkal (near Tilz Khurmatli), Kirkuk, and Kaiyara. 
There seems to have ,been some collection (possibly intermittent) 
of oil at  Zakho. The Ch~ah  Surkh and Neft Khnneh wells were in 
Persian territory until the delimitation of the frontier in 1914, when 
they were transferred to Turkey, the rights of the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company in the ceded areas being preserved. On the Persian side 
of the present frontier, in the province of Kirnlanshah, the Kurds 
collect oil in places, 9. g. a t  Imam Hasan E. of Khanikin. Up to 
1914 the Chiah Surkh wells were worked on a small scale by the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company. The Turkish Governnlent leased wells 
on its territory to contractors. Elsewhere than at  Chiah Surkh oil 
was collected in skins and transported to local refineries by donkeys. 
There mere stills, where refining was carried on by primitive pro- 
cesses, a t  Kirkuk, Taz Khurmatli, Mandali, and Kaiyara. Production 
was on a very small scale. The Blandali springs yielded about 500 
gqllons a day; those at Kirkuk and Abu Sarkal about 130 and 150 
gallons respectively. (On the prospects of the Neft K h i ~ ~ e h  field 
near Blandali see p.. 60.) The oil produced was used for lighting, for 
lubrication, and as a llleclicine for camel-mange. 
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Pitch is obtained at HI^, where there are five bitumen springs, or 
groups of springs, four on the right bank of the Euphrates, one on 
the left. I n  1909 four of these were being worked and were said to 
be capable of yielding altogether over 2,000 donkey-loads a day; 
much less was actually collected. The methods of collection and 
preparatio~l were primitive. The bitumen is used for pitching boats, 
bridges, floors, &c. Lack of transport has confined the sale of bitumen 
to the local Mesopotamian market. On the possibilities of the Hrt 
district as an oil-producing area see p. 61. 

~Uiscellaneous. (a) Minor Hanclicra fts. --Pot tery is manufactured 
throughout the country, though a certain amount is imported from 
abroad ; the pottery of Baghdad, very light and porous, is sold 
throughout Irak. Much matting is produced in  Irak, especially by 
the marsh Arabs. A number of crafts are specially practised by the 
Persians of Irak, e. g. a t  Kazimain house-decorating and painting, and 
the manufacture of small objects of ivory, wood, and tortoise-shell. 
A t  Kerbela filigree work in the precious metals and engraving on 
mother-of-pearl are executed, and here m d  at Nejef are made rosaries 
and praying tablets which, like the inscribed shrouds mentioned 
above, find a sale among Shiah pilgrims. 

(b) Disti1li~zg.-Arap is distilled at  Qariireh three miles south of 
Baghdad, and an inferior quality is made at  Hilla. I n  the first half- 
year of the British occupation of Baghdad the Government monopoly 
for the sale of uraq in the city and surrounding districts brought in 
&16,000. The spirit is made from ze7tcli dates together with mastic, 
orange-peel, cardamoms, and other ingredients. 

(c) Dried Z?mit.-There is a dried-fruit industry which is said to 
contain possibilities of development. 

(4 Illilling is a fairly important industry in some towns, but 
nlodern machinery has not been used, except to a slight extent at  
Baghdad and Basra. 

(e) Wool-pressing is carried on at Baghdad, Basra, Kut el-Amara, 
and Amara. 

(f) G-ypsurn-fitortar is manufactured in considerable quantities at  
Mahmndiyeh (between Baghdad and Museyib), and at  Zobeir near 
Basra. 

(g) Collection of Salt.-Salt is collected for local use from some of the 
large fields of Irak and the Jezireh (see p. 68). The fields have been 
Turkish Government property, and the right of supplying the pro- 
duce to the larger towns was leased to contractors; otherwise the 
Arabs seemed to have helped themselves as they pleased. The 
produce of the fields in the Suirt district (south of Bitlis) \\-as es-
ported to neighbouring vilayets. 
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(18) Collection of Galls : Digging of Liqzcorice.--Galls are collected 
by the tribes of the Kurdish hill-countly and brought to market at  
Mosul, Rowanduz, and elsewhere. (On their export see p. 224.) New 
season galls begin to come into Mosul about the middle of July, 
and the supply continues until October. Good crops follow severe 
winters. 

On the distribution of the liquorice root see p. 64. I n  some parts 
of the country where liquorice grows (e.g. in Arabistan) i t  has been 
found impossible to gather the root owing to difficulties of labour 
and transport. Digging has taken place round Mosul and in Irnk 
as far down as Kut el-Amara on the Tigris and Diwaniyeh on the 
Euphrates. Won~en's labour is largely employed. The digging is 
carried on chiefly in winter. The root takes about four months to 
dry, and in the process loses about 60 per cent. of its weight. I t  is 
then hydraulically pressed into bales a t  Basra. (On its export see 
p. 224.) Messrs. MacAndrews, Forbes St Co., who have practically 
the whole industry in their, hands, have been accustomed to lease the 
ground on which the root is dug, and have also paid a tax on it  to 
the Turkish Government. 



CHAPTER XI11 

CURRENCY, WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

Baghdad and Basra 

Turkis7b Cicrreszcg.-Before the war the Turkish coinage in Irak 
was not enough for the needs of the country and had to be supple- 
mented by foreign coins, chiefly Indian and Persian. Since 1914 
the circulation of Turkish coins in  the area occupied by the British 
has become unimportant, the principal currency being the Indian 
coinage and n~tes~introduced I n  April by the Expeditionary Force. 
1917 it was reported that Turkish coinage had been practically 
eliminated, Turkish lira7ts circulating in bazaars, but not to any 
great extent. 

The Turkish tirak, or pound (XT), has an intrinsic value of about 
18s. O@., and before the war was ordinarily taken as approximately 
equivalent to 18s. The par of exchange was 110 per cent. (ST110= 
$100 sterling). 

I n  the calculation of s p s  of money the lira]a is resolved into 
piastres. I n  Irak before the war there were several different 
valuations of the piastre, which were used in different kinds of 
transactions. There are no piastre coins, although, as will be seen, 
two kinds of piastre practically have equivalents in the coinage 
(see (c) and (f) below). The varieties of the piastre were as follows : 

(a) The 'gold ' piastre, a t  100 to the liralb. This was used for the 
payment of taxes and other transactions with State departments. 

(b) The mejidiyeh piastre, at  102.6 to the lira7~ The Imperial 
Ottoman Bank kept its accounts partly in the gold piastre, partly in 
the nzejidiye7~. 

(c) The silver or saylb piastre (also called mejidiyelz) at  108 to the 
2ira7b. This is the piastre commonly used by merchants in  transac- 
tions, partly owing to i ts close correspondence with the silver coin 
known as the qzoslh sag74 (value about 2d.), partly for convenience of 
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calculation, 20 saglc piastres going to the mejidi, the principal silver 
coin (for which see below). 

(d) A piastre (sometimes also called mejidiyeh) at 103.5 to the 
liralt, used by merchants for some purposes, such as the keeping of 
wholesale accounts. 

(e) A piastre at  155 to the liral~,used at Basra in the date trade. 
(f)  The raij, or small, piastre (I),at 432 to the lirall. This is 

a quarter of the saglc piastre, and is used in retail trade. It corre-
sponds to the nickel coin called mitlip (id.). 

(g) The raij, or small, piastre (Il),at 414 to the lirale. This 
is a quarter of the piastre at 103.5 (d above). 

The first four of the above-mentioned piastres were sometimes 
known as ' big ' or ' grand seigneur ' piastres. -111 quotations of 
prices the saglc piastre (occasionally denoted by the letters g. s.p.) was 
generally used. 

I n  the calculation of small sums the para is much used, 40 parus 
going to the sagh piastre. There are no yara coins. 

A unit of computatioii used in the quotation of prices in the date 
market is the s7tanzi, equivalent to 5 gold piastres. Therg was for-
merly a coin of this name with a nominal value of ten gold piastres, 
but having been reduced after the Russo-Turkish War  to the value of 
5 gold piastres, which was less than the value of the metal contained 
i n  the coin, it was everywhere melted down, and has now altogether 
disappeared. 

There are five Turkish gold coins, of 5, 23, 1, 3, and 4 li~albs 
respectively. Even before the war the first two were very rarely 
seen, and the last infrequently. As has been mentioned above there 
is still a limited circulation of lisn71s ; a t  the beginning of 1917 they 
were current a t  a greatly enhanced rat*e, about 10 per cent. above 
their rupee value. 

The principal coil1 is the mejicli or l~tejicliych. I n  cash transactions, 
where no special arrangement exists, 5.4 wzejidis are reckoned to the 
lirale. The value of the mejitli in terms of piastres is as follows : 

18.5 gold piastres. 

19 mejidiyek piastres a t  102.6 to the Zira7c. 

20 sagh piastres at  108 to the Ziraic. 

19.1 piastres a t  103.5 to the liral~. 

80 rue piastres a t  432 to the liralt. 

76.6 raij piastres a t  414 to the Zirult. 


Before the'war the nzcjicli was ordinarily reckoned as the equivalent 
of L?~o\-lt3s. 4d. of English .moiley. 
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Other Turkish coins, with their approximate pre-war English 
values, are as follows : 

s. d. 
1 Fulsain (5 Paras) . .-- -1 
2 Fulsain = 1Qursh Raij or Mitliq . . -- -1 
2 Mitliqs = 1Qamari . . -- la 
4 Mitliqs = 1Qursh Sagh . 	 .-

-
2 

5 Mitliqs = 1Ruba Bashlik or Abu Khamseh. . - 23 
8 Mitliqs = 1Qunhain S?gh or Abu Thamaniyeh . = 4 

10 	Mitliqs = 1Nasf Bashlik or Abu Ashreh . . - 5 

2 Nasf Bashliks = 1Bashlili or Ruba Mejidi . . -- 10 

2 Bashliks = 1Nasf Mejidi . = I  8 

2 Nasf Mejidis = 1Mejidi . . . = 3  4 


Of these thefulsain and ntitliq are nickel ; the qnllznri, ruba basl~lik, 
and nasf bas7tZik alloy, and the rest silver. Before the war the 4 and 
4 basl~lil;were uncomnlon, and the others, except the nzitliq, by no 
means plentiful. 

Turkish coins of the same nominal value may differ considerably 
in weight, &c. The distinction between 'good ' and 'bad ' money 
varies locally : coins that would be co~isidered'bad ' in some t o w ~ ~ s  
or districts will pass in others. At  Baghdad lira7t.s and nzcjidis were 
assayed for local circulation by sarafs (see p. 206). 

Foreig~zCoinage irz Iva7; up to 1914.-The import of foreign silver 
was legally forbidden, but in fact, the amount of Turkish coinage 
being inadequate, the use of foreign currencies was inevitable. 

Persian coinage was specially common, owing to the close coni-
nlercial connexion between Irak and Persia and the great numbers of 
Persian pilgrims who visited the country. There was little Persian 
gold, but much Persian silver-the double qrart (then about Sid.),  
the qrdln (about 4$cl.), the half-piin, the quarter-pncn, and the sittalc 
jiclus (about %cl.). A Persian copper coin, erroneously called s7tu7~i 
(worth about b d . ) ,  was also used. 

There was a large quantity of Indian silver in Irak, especially in 
Basra. Seizures of Indian coin were occasionally made by the Turk-
ish authorities. 

Some English, French, and Russian gold was in  circulation. 
Foreign Currency since 1914.-The Expeditionary Force has been 

financed with Indian rupees (accompanied by proportionate amounts 
of sniall copper and nickel coins) and wit11 Indian currency notes. 
These found immediate acceptance, the popularity of Indian notes 
being specially niarked, and the currency of Irak is now predomi-
nantly Indian. By April 1917 not only Turkish but Persian 



236 CURRENCY, WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

coinage had been reduced to insignificance in the occupied area in 
southern Irak, though Persian coins had still a small circulation in 
bazaars. 

The English equivalents of Indian coins are as follows : 

I Pie . . = + Farthing. 
3 P i e  = l P i c e  . = $ d .  
4 P i c e  = l A n n a  . = lcl.. 

16 Annas = 1Rupee . = Is. 4cl. 
15 Rupees . . . = '$1. 

Maria Theresa dollars (riyuls,worth about 19 rupeej were imported 
from Aden and Masqat for the purchase of camels in Arabia. 

Exchange.-The rate of exchange for the 7ira7b was variable ; it 
might fall as low as 105% (&T105+ = 3100 sterling) in  the date season, 
and rise to 110 or higher in winter. The qrun exchange also fluc- 
tuated (see further below, p. 237), but in their accounts merchants 
used a fictitious book-prun fixed at 34.4 to the lira/$. The Baghdad 
money market was controlled by sarc~js (compare p. 206). The 
money-changer's business was made very lucrative by the number of 
different coinages in circulation. Merchants wishing to dispose of 
their foreign money usually purchased drafts allowing coins to return 
to the country of their origin, these drafts having a rate of their 
own different from that of the coinages. 

Mosul 
Mosul has a piastre of its own, the valuation of which is :is 

follows : 
40 Mosul paras = 1 &1osul piastre. 
259 Mosul piastres = 1mejidi. 

.137* Mosul piastres = 1lira78. 

Arabistan 

Czwrency.-The following Persian coins were current in Arabista~l 
before the war : 

The siya7$ pzcl, a copper coin of variable value ; it has been known 
to stand at 6,&, and gzof the qrGn at the same time in different 
parts of Arablstan. 

The slidhi, nickel, G6 of the qrcJn. 
The qamari, nickel, $a of the qran. 
The qran or 7zazar (at Shushtar and Dizfid sometimes called riyal), 
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silver 3 value before the war about 4r7. or 4+d. (see below, under 
Exc7la9zge). 

The dt%haxar, silver, = 2 qrans. 
The following gold coins were rarely seen: the gold c l t ~J~azar 

(passed at 3+-4 pans) ; the panj hazar (nominally 5 qrans, passed at 
104-11 qrans); the ashraji (nominally 10 qriins, passed a t  20i-22 
qrans). 1 

There are two units of calculation (not coins) in  common use : the 
dinur, of which 1,000 go to the qrun; and the tarnun = 10 qrufis. 
Fractions of qrdns are generally expressed in qamaris or half-gamaris. 

Indian and Turkish coins, as well as Maria Theresa dollars, were 
also current. Recently the quantity of rupees in  the country has 
greatly increased. 

Exchange.-The qr& exchange has given serious trouble in the 
past few years. Before the war the exchange with the rupee was 
at the rate of 365-385 qrans to Rs. 100. Soon after the beginning of 
the war the qr6n depreciated, and the rate was 425 and more. Early 
in 1916 the qrauz began to appreciate, and the process continued 
rapidly throughout that year. I n  November 1916 the rate was 250 
in Arabistan; early i n  January 1917 i t  was less than 200. Then 
began a reaction, and in April 1917 the rate was about 260. 

The causes of the appreciation of the qrun are obscure. Among 
them may be, first, the rise in the price of the silver ; secondly, the 
flooding of northern Persia with Russian paper money ;and thirdly, 
the curtailed coinage of new Persian currency due to the difficulty of 
importing silver. 

The appreciation was against the British interests, as mules and 
supplies were being purchased in south-western Persia for the Expe- 
ditionary Force in Mesopotamia, and were being paid for in qriifis, 
which were being bought for the purpose in  large quantities. I n  the 
course of 1916 the purchase of qruns was suspended, and orders were 
issued that supplies were to be paid for, so far as possible, i n  rupees. 
The result has been a large increase in the number of rupees circu- 
lating in southern Persia. 

Baghdad.-The standards of weights vary from place to place. 
Even at Baghdad, the commercial capital, there is much unnecessary 
complication. Two systems prevail : (a)Local, based on the Baghdad 
oke (Jtuqpe7~)of 8 lb. 12 oz. 8 dr. (b) Nwlocal, based on the Con- 
stan tinople oke of 2 111. 12 oz. 12 dr. 

(a) The scale of local weights is as follows : 
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English 
(avoirdupois).

Turkish. 11b. oz. dr. 

1 Ruba . . . . . . .  8 125 1 

1 Waqiyeh (= 4 Rubas) . . . .  2 3 2 ' 

1 Huqqeh (= 4 Waqiyehs) . . .  S 12 8 I 
1 Charak (= 1; Huqqehs) . . .  13 2 
lMann(=4Charaks) . . . .  52 11 i 
1 Wazneh (= 4 Manns) . . . .  210 12 I 
1 Taghar (= 20 Waznehs) . . . 4,215 0 

O I 
The above are used for local produce and remain constant, whatever 

the substance weighed. 

English. 
Turkish. 

Grains. 

1 Quirat or Hubbn . . . . . . 3.0'33 
1 Dirham = 16 Qirats . . . . . .  
1 Mittiqal Baghdad = 13 Dirharn . . .  
1 Mittiqal Ajami (for pearls only) = 929 Qirats . 
1 Chaki = 100 Mittiqnl Bsghdnd . . .  7425 

The foregoing scale is used a t  Baghdad for weighing precious 
metals and stones. 

(b) The non-local weights, corresponding to English avoirdupois, 
vary according to the commodity in question, these variations being 
due to  the addition or subtraction of allowances customary in each 
case ; for example : 

Avoirdupois 
i: 	 Gall-huts. Ib. oz. dr. 
Sold by kantars : 1kantar = 2233 Constantinople . . 

. okes . . = 624' 4 35 
(4 zuap.iye1~sof 11oz. 3dr. each =1Const,antinople 


oke in the case of this commodity.) 
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Avoirdupois 
ii. 	 WooZ, gufizs. lb. oz. dr. 

Sold by maunds : 1maund = 124 Constantinoyle 
okes . . = 34 15 6 

(The Constantinople oke is also known as 	an 

astana in the case of this commodity.) 


iii. Grain, vegetahles, dates. 
Sold by waznehs: 	1wazneh =78 Constantinople 

okes . . . . . = 218 2 8 
iv. 	 Wood, charioal, peas. 

Sold by waznehs: 1wazneh= 50Constantinopleokes = 139 13 8 
(20 waznehs = 1tag7za~in the case of.wood and 


charcoal.) 


V. Metals, cofee, pepper. 
Sold by maunds: 1maund =6 Constantinople okes = 1 6  12 8 

The French kilogram (= 2.2046 lb.) is used to a limited extent 
M an official measure under the name of 7ttcqqeh ushs7iuri or decimal 
huqqeli, and 100 kilograms are treated in the case of grain as 
equivalent to 1 zoazneh. Apothecaries also employ the French 
kilogram with its multiples and subdivisions. 

The result of the multiplication of standards is that there are at 
least 2 kinds of zoaqiyeh, 3 of 7zuqqe78,2 of wzainn, 3 of zoazne7t, and 2 of 
tag7lar in simultaneous use at Baghdad. 

Basra.-At Basra the local unit is a kugqelr of 2 lb. 12 pz., and 
the local waqiye7r =2+ fiuqqehs. Weighment is usually by mazcnds, 
but the number of huqqelzs to the maztnd varies somewhat as 
follows : 

(a) For grain, lime, zoool, and skins : 

1maund = 60 huqqehs. 


(b) 	 For meat, provisiorzs, and groceries : . . 
1maund = 10 huqqehs. . . 

(c) 	 For ghii : 

1maund =50 huqqehs. 


(d) For dates : ' 

1maund =54 huqqehs. 

The Basra taghar, containing 1,200 Thtcqqelts, is in practice regarded 
as the equivalent of I+ ton. 
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The weights corresponding to English Troy, in use among gold-
smiths and jewellers, are as follows : 

24 hubba = 1 miskal = 4 dwt. Troy. 

A Persian mish2, weighing 10 per cent. less than the Arabic or 
87 gr. Troy, is generally employed for pearls. 

Mosul.-Two scales of weights obtain at Mosul : 

lb. 


(a) Ordinary : avoirdupois 
1 Ogia . . -- 0.28 
1 Mosul oke = 16 ogias or 1.6 Constantinople 

oke . . . . -- 4.53 
1 Wazneh or mun = 64 Mosul okes or 10.6 

Constantinople okes . . = 29.47 
1 Kantar =20 waznehs . . = 589 

The above are used in weighing wool, mohair, galls, gum, grains, 
seeds, peas, beans, gh'i, cheese, and flour. Neat, bread, vegetables, 
cream,'&c., are sold by the local oke of 16 ogias in the bazaar. 

lb. 
(b) Atari or grocers' weights : avoirdupois 

1 Dirhem . . - 0.07 
1 Ogia = 4 dirhems . . -- 0-28 
1 Oke = 12 ogias or 1.2 Constantinople oke . = 3.4 
1 Mun = 6 Mosul okes or 7.2 Constantinople 

okes . . -- 20.4 
1 Kantar =30 muns . . . = 612 

Atmi weights are used for sugar, metal, soap, indigo, dates, tea, 
nuts, spices, &c. ;but the Constantinople oke of 2 lb. 12 oz. 12 dr. is 
mostly employed by retail trades in imported articles. For local 
produce the Baghdad oke of 8 lb. 12 oz. 8 dr. is the usual medium. 

Troy weight has its counterpart at Mosul, as follows : 

gr. Troy-1 Qirat . . . - 4 
1 Denk = 4 qirats . . . - 16 
1 Dram = 4 denks . . -- 64 
1 Miskal = 1$ dram . . -- 80 

As at Baghdad, the Mosul apothecaries employ the French metric 
system. 
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Diarbekr.-The scale of weights in  use at Diarbekr is as follows : 
lb. 

avoirdupois 
' 1 Oke =400 dirhems . . -- 2-82 
1 Batman = 6 okes . . -- 16.9 
1 Kantar or kile = 30 batn~ans. . . = 507 

A knntur or tile a t  Nardrn =40 batma~zs,i. e. 676 lb, The kzlcltek 
is gGth of a kile, equivalent accordingly to 31+&lb. a t  Diarbekr or 
42$1b. a t  Mard~n. The terms ~ u y ifor half an oke, and tzlkht for 
a quarter of an oke, are commonly used in  the Diarbekr vilnpet. 

Precious stones and gold are weighed as follows : 

1Giid =4 bugdehs. . 
1Miskal = 24 gads. 
(1 Miskal = 1%dram.) 

Arabistan.-The following weights are those which are i n  use in 
more than one or t.rvo trade centres : 

The Miskal, of which 97: (97.744) go to 1lb. ; in  use throughout 
the country. 

The Batman, or 1lan:i-Tabr~z=640 miskab = 6.5478 lb. This is 
the unit of weight adopted by the Persian Imperial Customs. 

The Man-i-Shiraz = 720 miskals = 7.3662 lb. ;used to some extent 
in general trade. 

The Man-i-Shahi = 1,280 nziskuls = 13.095 lb. ; used in arranging 
transport on the Lynch Road. 

The Huqqeh (Oke) el-Ahwsz = 2.87 lb. ; used by the Euphrates 
and Tigris Steam Navigation Company on the Karan. 

The Kharwar or Hhalwar = 100 batrrtans ; used in  some places for 
estimating (but not for buying or selling) grain. 

Local weights are as follows : 
(a) 21.40hammus.elt. 

Man-i-Bmar = (nominally) 147-3lb., consisting of 14 zoagiye7ts of 
600 miskals each ;in practice variable. 

Man-i-Sif = (nominally) 159.6 lb., consisting of 26 zuuqiyehs of 
600 miskals each ; in  practice variable. 

Man-i-Basra = 168 lb, ; used in  export trade. 
Taghar-i-Basri=3,3601b. ; employed also at Naziri by European 

merchants. 
Ksreh = about 1+ ton (see below under Ahwnz); used for 

computing the date crop in the Shatt el-'Arab. 
MES. I Q 
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(b) Aluudx. 
Huqqeh el-Ahwaz = 2.87 lb. 
Waqiyeh el-Ahwaz =4.30 lb. (I* I~uqqeh). 
Man-i-Shushtar = 15.478 Ib. ; the standard weight for ordinary 

purposes (on its subdivisio1:s see below). 
Man-i-Isms'ili, or Simami, = 392 lb. (about) ; used for tmnsac-

tions in grain ; variable. 
Taghar el-Ahwwz = 20 Man-i-Ismn'ili. 
Ksreh = 100 Man-i-Isn~s'ili= about I+ton. 

(c) ETawizel~. 
Men-i-Hawizeh = 108.35 lb. ('?). It is said to be equal to 7 man-i-

fltecslttar, but may be considerably less-26 AZlwnz hzcqqehs. 

(a) DizfiiZ. 
Man-i-Dizfal = 16.969 lb. (on its subdivisions see below). 

(e) slrushtal: 
Man-i-shushtar (sonletimes called by Arabs Man-i-1Than) = 

15.478 lb. (on its slibdivisions see belonr). 

(f) FeZlal~zyelt. 
Man-i-Fellnhiyeh (or Nan-i-Dorny) = 248 lb. ; divided into 12 

local waqigeks. 

(g) HirUdzga/lz. 
Man-i-Hindiyan =240 lb. 
Man-i-Dih Mulla ,= 2474 lb. 

(78) Jerra7ai. 
Man-i-Khalfabsd = 124 lb. 

(i) Ramw. 
Man-i-Ramuz = 106 lb. 

(j )  Bandar Ma'slzur. 
1 Wacliyeh =1Bushire Man = 72 1b. 

16 Waqiyehs = 1 Man-i-Khalfiibnd = 124 lb. 
32 Waqiyehs = 1Nan Hashim =248 Ib. 

100 Man Hashirn = 1 Kareh = 24,800 lb. ' 

The man st Dizfiil, Shushtar, Nazirr, and perhaps elsewhere is 
divided as follows : 

4 Sanars = 1 Charak. 
2 Charaks =1Pashti. 
2 Pashtis = 1 Dahsi. 
4 Dahsis = I Nan, . 
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Baghdad.-Three systems prevail, each based upon a different 
-dllara 01. 'yard '. 

(u) The dltara Baghdad, or cubit of Baghclrd, is the one most 
generally used for cotton cloths, Bc. 

inches 
'1 Dhara Baghdad = 4 charaks . -- 29$ 

- 7-r1 Charak =4 aqads . 16 

1 Aqad . -- lss 
L 64 

(43)  The dliara Haleb, or cubit of Aleppo, is used for silks or 
~~roollens. 

inches 
1Dhara Haleb = 4 charaks . - 262 . -1 Charak = 4 aqads . - 6s  

-- 1111 Aqad . 16 

(c) The d7hara Sllcr7b is used for measuring carpets or other dealings 
with Persians. 

inches 
1Dhara Shah = 4 rubas or charaks . -- 42 
1Ruba or Charak = 4 aqads . -

-
- 10% 

1Aqad . . - 2% 

British goods are measured in English yards, Continental goods in 
metres. I t  will be observed from the above tables that three different 
c7zaraks of length obtain at Baghdad besides the charalc of weight, and 
one ruba of length besides the rubs of weight. A mason's cubit 
(ntamar),equal to 316 in., is used chiefly by builders and for land 
measurement. 

Basra.-The English yard of 36 in. is  in general use, being known 
as dhara and subdivided into 16 aqacls. But the Aleppo i7liura of 
27 in. is also employed. 

Mosd.-The dltara at  Mosul measures 313%in., being as elsewhere 
divided into 16 apads. 

Diarbekr.-The dlbaru here measures 29.9 in. and is also called 
arslhin. It is divided into 4 cltarah or 16 qirehs, which latter would 
appear to be synonymous with aqad. 

Arabistan.-The dhara (Persian zar) varies from 32 in. a t  Shushtw 
and Fellnhiyeh to 87 in. at other places. The half-yard is called 
nim by Persians, or NUSSby Arabs ; the qtlarter-yard is called ~nb,or 
rubs, or charak. The clharak is divided into 4 qirglts. .-

Q 2 
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The Gax-i-S7tuhmeasures 40.41 in, . 

Piece-goods are measured by the English yard, or by the 
actual cubit (the length of a man's forearm and hand), or by the 
double cubit (the distance from a nian's nose to the tip of his finger 
when the arm is extended). A 

Distame 

I n  Turkey distances (except in so far as official measurements are 
made in kilometres) are calculated in hours. The official 'hour' 
may be taken as the equivalent of 34-4 miles. It therefore repre-
sents a greater distance than can actually be covered in an hour 
under \normal conditions by troops on the march ; and it is more' 
than the hour's inarch of laden camels under any circumstances, or 
of other pack-animals on difficult ground (compare pp. 278-9). But 
'camel hours ' and 'pack-animal hours ' are not infrequently used' t o  
estimate distance. 

In Persia the farsalcl~ (Arabic sb'at) is used. The farsaklc is 
theoretically 3.87 miles, but is actually variable, being taken as the 
equivalelit of an 'hour '. It may be considered to be about 3+-4 
miles. 

Square Measure, a9plicuble especially to Land 

Baghdad.-The commonest unit of land measurement is the 
faddalz, which term is here defined as 'the area which two men can 
cultivate ', or ' a  surface which can be completely sown with 500 
l~upqehsof wheat and 700 hzcqgehs of barley', in all 1,200 (Constanti-
nople) 7~2qqe7~.The Baghdad faddan is subdivided into dolzztnzs, 
square jaribs, and square dharas (manzari), as follows : 

approximately 
1 Faddan = 200 donum atik . -- 449 acres. 
1 Donum atik = 1,600 sq. dhara mamari = 0.24 ,, 
1 sq. Dhara mamari . -. - 6-53sq. ft. 

or 
1 Faddan = 18 sq. jaribs . -- 4 4  acres. 
1 sq. Jarib . -- 2.47 ,, 

The jarib is a measure of length, equal to 100 metres or 109 yards. 
I n  K h o r ~ ~ nN. of Baghdad there is a .faddun of 513 clolzums or 
1233 acres, and on the Khslis canal one of 340 donums or 81+acres. 
The jzcft is the area which one yoke of oxen can plough, and i t  varies 
from 70 to 100 donu?ms(16.8to 24 acres). 
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Basra.-For the purpose of land or' surface measurement at Basra 
a cllzara of nearly 19 in. is employed, and 6 i  d18aras = 1 gusba (about 
10 ft. 2+ in.). 20 sq. gzcsbas (204i ft. x 2046 ft.) = 1 jarib = 41,684+ 
sq. feet = 0.95 acre. 

The jarz'b is also subdivided as follows : 

1Jarib =10 gifiz . . = 41,6844 sq. ft. 
1 Gifiz = 10 eabrans . -- 4,168+ ,, 
1 Esbran . -- 4162 ,, 

The clonzcm system prevails as far as Mosul and Diarbekr. . 

Arabistan.-The fadclan (Persian kltis?~ or, in the Hindiyiin 
district, gao, a word used elsewhere on the Persian coast) is de-
scribed as the area that can be ploughed during the ploughing 
season by one pair of bullocks, or needs 100 Shushtar mans (13cwt.) 
of seed to sow it. 

The jarib is used i n  the Shatt el-'Arab district. Like the Baghdad 
jarib i t  is about 2%acres, but is somewhat variable. It is described 
as accommodating 200 date-trees. 

Liquid Measzcre 

There is no standard measure.for liquids, which are sold by the 
pot or bottle, the pots being of all sizes and the bottles generally 
reputed pints or quarts. 

The day is divided into 12 hrs., of which the 12th ends at  sun-
set, or rather 7 mins. after. Thus, when the sun sets at  6 p.m., 
7 o'clock by local time corresponds to 1 p.m. European style. Sun-
set is the fixed point of reckoning for each day. 

At  the March and September equinoxes 6 o'clock Turkish =noon. 
The Eastern custom of referring to a night or evening as part of 

the day following, rather than the day preceding, is productive of 
llluch confusion: e.g. Monday night or evening means the night 
or evening b e t ~ ~ ~ e e nSunday and Nonday (cf. our Christmas Eve, 
Easter Eve), not Monday evening i n  its current modern sense. 
'Monday evening 'according to European idiom must be described as 
the evening of the day of Monday. 

Turkis?~Rechnilzg of Years.-Ttvo years in  use are to be distin-
guished : 

(a) The Hejira year. This is the year of the Mohammedan Era, 
which is calculated from July 15, 622 A. D., the date of Mohammed's 
flight from Mecca 
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The Hejira year is lunar, consisting of 12 months and of 354 or 
355 days. E v e ~ yodd month (Ist, 3rd, &c.) has 30 days, and every 
even one 29, except in  lea*p yea1.s) when the last month has 30 days. 
The Mohammedan cycle contains 30 years, in which the leap years 
are the 2nd, 5th, 7th) 10th) 13th) 16th, 18th) 21st) 24th) 26th) and 
29th. 

To f i id the Christian year in which a given Hejira year begins :--
Multiply the Hejira year by 2.977 ; divide the product by 100, and de- 
duct the quotient from the Hejira year ; add to the result 621.569, and 
the result will be the Christian year in which the Hejira year begins. 

To find the Hejira year which begins in a given Christian year :-
Subtract 622 from the Christian year ; multiply the result by 1.0307 : 
cut off the last two decimals and add -46 ; if there is no surplus 
decimal the result will be the Hejira year; if there is a surplus 
decimal the result will need the addition of 1. 

1st Moharrem (the first day of t,he Mohammedan year), 1337 A.H. 
= 7th October, 1918 A. D. 

1st BToharrem, 1338 A.H. = 26th Septembel; 1919 A. D. 

(b )  The financial year. This is an official year used in the Turkish 
Empire for financial and other administrative purposes. I t  was 
introduced in 1789, and was intended to correspond with the 
Orthodox year, which is used in  Russia and in other countries 
where the Greek Orthodox Church has been established. I t  begins 
on March 1st of the Orthodox year, or on March 14th of our year. 

The Turkish financial year 1334 began on March 14th) 1918. 
The Turkish financial year 1335 will begin on March 14th, 1919. 
Persiagz Reckoning oj' Years.-Two years are in use : 
(a) The Hejira year described above. 
(b)  The financial year, which is solar and begins on March 21st of 

our year. 



CHAPTER XIV 

COJIMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORT 

Main lirles of communication-ltailwnys-Roads and road transport-Water- 
ways and river transport-Telegraphs and telephones. 

A. FROMTHE PERSIAN TO BAGHDAD NORTHERNGULF OR ARABISTAN 

I. From the Persian Gzclf to Bagltdacl 

BASRAis the gate of Irak on this side, and the routes from the Gulf 
to Baghdad may 'be divided into the approach from the Gulf to 
Basra and the lines of communication between Basra and Baghdad. 

(a) Approach to Basra from the Gulf. 
The Shatt el-'Arab (Fa-Basra, about 67 miles by river ; Born-

bay-~asra, about 1,620 miles; Aden-Basra, about 1,970 miles; 
Plymoutll-~asra via Suez and Aden, about 6,340 miles). 

The Shatt el-'Arab waterway is at present the only important line 
of communication between the Gulf and Basra. I t  is navigable by 
ocean-going steamers, but the bar a t  its mouth is not passable for 
vessels drawing more than about 20 ft. Measures are being taken to 
deepen the channel by dredging (see further belom,.p. 280). 

Before the war there was no port accommodation for sea-going 
steamers, which anchored in mid-stream, and received their Bargoes 
by means of hagAaZa7ts (country boats). 

At Magi1 (5 miles above Ashar Creek and the Turkish custoni- 
house) there is 13 mile of river-bank suitable for the construction 
of deep-water wharves. Here wharves capable of accommodating 
ocean-going steamers have already been built. 

[Some years before the war Ko~veit was considered as a possible 
terminus for the proposed continuation of the Baghdad Railway to the 
Gulf. Koweit town is about 110 miles from Basra, from which i t  is 
separated by desert. I t  lies on the SE. side of ICoweit Bay, which 
is about 20 miles long and about 10 miles broad. Vessels anchor in 
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the bay 1-3 miles from the shore and landing is by boat. The 
opinion that Koweit might be made the port of Irak seems to 
have been connected with an exaggerated idea of the difficulty of 
making the Shatt el-'Arab accessible to ships drawing more than 
20-21 ft. It appears that the construction of the harbour works 
needed to make Koweit a well-equipped port would be exceedingly 
costly. (On the nature of the coast between Koweit and the Shatt 
el-'Arab see p. 29.) It appears that vessels of 20-25 ft. draught and 
450 ft. length can navigate the Khor 'Abdallah and Khbr eth-Thdalab 
up to the Umm Qasr creek, which is about 40-45 miles across the 
desert from Basra. See Vol. 11, Rozrtes I, C, 23 a and b.1 -

(71) Communications between Basra and Baghdad. 
The line of through communication between Basra and Baghdad 

at present follows the Tigris, as on the Euphrates there is no through 
waterway from Basra to northern Irak that is practicable for large 
river-craft a t  all seasons. But the extension of the Baghdad Railway 
to Basra mas planned to follow the line of the Euphrates, keeping to 
the edge of the Arabian Desert past the marshes of southern Irak. 

(i) Tigris lirte. 
(1) River-route (500 miles). This route is practicable a t  all seasons 

for craft drawing 39 ft. See further pp. 280-2. 
(2) Land communications. Railways : Basra-Amara, 112 miles, 

metre gauge. 
Kut-Baghdad (about 105 miles ?), metre gauge. 
Road (about 350 miles): since 1915 there has been a good deal of 

road-construction along the banks of the Tigris, and it  seems that 
light nlotors can now pass in the diy season from Basra to Baghdad. 

(ii) Euphrates lisze. 
(1) River-route (Basra--- Hindiyeh Barrage, about 400 miles). 

Practicable i n  high water for steamers drawing about 4 ft., but in  
low water only small craft can pass the shallows between Kurna and 
Nasir~yeh and on the Bahr-i-Shinafiyeh. See further pp. 282-4. 

(2) Land communications. Railway : Basra-Nasir~yeh, 141 miIes, 
metre gauge ; along the border of the Arabian Desert. 

[The extension of the Baghdad Railway .was designed before the 
war to pass by Museyib, Kerbela, and Nejef, and thence along the 
edge of the desert to Basra.] 

Caravan-routes and roads : Basra-Baghdad via, Nejef, about 
420 miles ; via Hilla, about 370 miles. Before the war the only 
roads on this line that were of much importance were those from 
Nejef and Hilla to Baghdad. 

Basra-Nssiriyeh (140 miles). Desert route along southern side 
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of the Euphrates k726r. Passable for wheeled traffic (including light 
motor-lorries) except when the floods are out round Khamisiyeh and 
Nnsirryeh. ' 

Nasiriyeh-Nejef (170 or 145 miles). Either by edge of Arabian 
Desert throughout, or by desert-edge to Qasr Rahim and then across 
Bahr-i-Nejef when dry. Easy desert route, not known to be passable 
for wheels. 

aN~siriyeh-Hilla via Samnweh (170 miles). Tracks along Hilla 
branch probably not at present passable for wheels. 

Nejef-Baghdad uia Kerbela and Museyib (110 miles). Before 
the war this was an unmetalled road passable for carriages and light 
motors i n  dry weather and unless interrupted by severe floods, 
except a t  the pontoon bridge over the Euphrates at  Museyib. The 
road was illuch used by pilgrims to Kerbela and Nejef. 

Hilla-Baghdad (60 miles). . Railway (4 ft. 8%in.). Road passable 
for carriages and light motors in dry weather and if not interrupted 
by floods : it joins the Museyib-Baghdad road about 30 miles from 
Baghdad. 

Up to Ahwaz-Naziri the river-route is the only one of importauce. 

(a) River-route. 
(i) Frofn Fiio to A7tzudz-Nuzir~rupids by Shatt el-'Arab and 

Kiirnn. 
Fao-'Abbadsn (A.P.O. Co.'s oil-refinery and terminus of pipe- 

line), 31 miles ; Fs-Mohammareh, 46 miles (Basra-Mohammareh, 
22 miles) ;Mohammareh-N~zia, about 110 miles. 

On the Shatt el-'Arab see p. 280. The Mohanlmareh anchorage 
for ocean-going vessels is in that river. 

The ICiirtin up to Nazir~ is navigable for vessels of 5-6 ft. draught 
except in  low water, when vessels drawing 3; ft. may find difficulty 
within 20 miles of Naziri. The Ahwaz-Naziri rapids practically block 
navigation. Goods are unloaded at Naziri, and transported by tram 
to a point above the rapids, about 1; mile upstream. 

(ii) Altzuaz-Shaleili (about 70 miles). 
practicable for shdlow-draught steamers. Shaleili is on the ~ b - i -  

Gargar branch of the Karan about 7; miles below Shushtnr, and 
4-5 miles above D'tr-i-Khazineh, whence a cart-road leads to Blaicliin- 
i-Nafttin. 
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(b) Land communications. 
The alluvial plains along the lower Karan can be traversed easily, 

when dry, by pack-animals and light carts, but become impracticable 
after heavy rain or when the floods are out. 

When the ground is dry light motors can travel from Marid, on 
the left bank of the Ksrtin 8 miles above Mohammareh, to Ah_waz 
(58 miles) ; from Ahwsz to Shushtar (65 miles), crossing the Ab-i- 
Gargar by the Band-i-Qrr boat-bridge ; and from Ahwaz to Shush 
(75 miles). 

From Ahwaz to the Maidsn-i-Naftan oil-field there are two roads : 
(i) Via Band-i-Qir and Dar-ilKhazineh (82 miles) ; a cart-track, but 

a t  Dsr-i-Khazineh where the Ab-i-Gargar is crossed there is neither 
bridge nor ford. 

(ii) Via Abgungi (about 69 miles) ; passable for carts to Abgungi, 
thence a good pack-road. Water scarce from mile 24, where the 
track leaves the Karan. 

As the Syrian Desert (see p. 21) is a bar to direct communication 
between Irak and southern or central Syria, the main routes to 
Baghdad on this side enter Mesopotamia in the upper part of the 
middle Euphrates valley. Two sets of routes may be distinguished : 
those which having entered the Euphrates valley follow it  down to 
Felltijeh W. of Baghdad, and those which strike across upper 
Mesopotamia and pass round by IIosul. To the first of these groups 
belong the road and river-routes from Aleppo to Baghdad via the 
Euphrates valley ; to the second belongs the line of communication 
already partly covered by the Baghdad Railway (Aleppo-Jerabltis- 
Nisibin-Mosul-Samarra-Baghdad). 

[Distances from Aleppo or Damascus to t,he Syrian coast are : 
Aleppo-Alexandretta, by rail (via Toprak Qal'ah), 136 miles. 
Aleppo--Suedia, by road, 89 miles. 
Aleppo-Latakiyeh, by road, 100 miles. 
Aleppo-Tripoli, by rail, via Homs, 188 miles. 
Damascus-Beirut, by rail, ,cia Rayak, 92 miles. 
Damascus-Haifa, by rail, via Derat, 178 miles.] 

I. The Ezip72rates -Valley Routes 

(a) Aleppo-Baghdad. 
(i) Land-~ozcte. 
Aleppo-Baghdad coad (527 miles) via Ueskeneh (57 miles), Deir 

ez-Zor (205 miles), Anal1 (340 miles), Hit  (424 miles), Felltijeh 
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(483 niiles). The Euphrates is crossed by a boat-bridge at  Felliljeh. 
The road is practicable for motor-traffic. Railway: Fellfijeh-
Baghdad (4 ft. Biin.) ; and line under construction from Fellnjeh up 
Euphrates valley. 

(ii) River-route. 

Meskeneh (57 miles by road from A1eppo)-Felliijeh, 570 miles. 

Jerablns (74 miles by rail from Aleppo)--Fellajeh, 650 miles. 

Birijik (about 80 miles by road from A1eppo)-Felltijeh, 590 miles. 

Apart from a few occasions on which shallow-draught steamers or 


motor-launches have made the journey between Meskeneh and 
Felliljeh, this route has been used by sltaklttiim, which navigate 
downstream only, and are towed back empty. See further p. 286 
and p. 292. 

(b) Darnascus-Baghdad via Tadmor and Deir ez-Zor (about 
610 miles). 

Froni Damascus to Deir ez-Zor (about 290 miles) there is a fairly 
easy and well-watered route across desert or steppe. From Deir 
ez-Zor the Aleppo-Baghdad road is followed. 

[Until 1912 a camel-post used to follow a direct route across the 
desert between Daniascus and Hit ; but this route, owing to scarcity 
of water, is suitable only for riding-camels. Damascus-Baghdad cia 
H T ~ ,about 490 miles.] 

11. Roz4tes froon A l e ~ o  to Bag18clacl via lUoszcZ 
I n  the past the usual caravan-route from Aleppo to Mosul avoided 

the steppes of the Jezireh, principally because of their insecurity ; 
between the Euphrates and Mardm it  made a detour to north by 
Diarbekr, and again between Nisibin and Mosul i t  passed east of the 
Tigris by Jezrret-ibn-'Omar and Zakho. Similarly the main land- 
route from Mosul to Baghdad skirted the edge of the Kurdish hills 
by Erbil, Altun Kaprii, G k u k ,  and Kufri, and avoided the shorter 
way by the Tigris valley, which from a few miles below B!Iosul down 
to Tekrit. was empty of settled inhabitants and was dominated by 
the Sharnmnr. 

I n  recent times the shorter ways between Aleppo and Mosul and 
between Mosul and Baghdad have been coming into use, and the trace 

of the Baghdad Railway does not follow the detours above mentioned. 


(a) Line of the Baghdad Railway (Aleppo-Baghdad, about 640-

650 miles by rail and road). . 


(i) Aleppo-Xsibin. By rail, about 277 miles ; via J e r ab l~s  
(Euphrates bridge ; 74 miles) and Ras el-'Ain (203 miles). 



(ii) Xisibin-MoszcZ. By direct road across steppe (via Denlir 
Kapu Khan and Kesik Koyrii ?),' passable for niotors in dry weather, 
about 130 miles. Water scarce in summer; it appears that wells 
have lately been sunk at some of the halting-places. Railway con- 
struction in progress. 

(iii) Mosul-Sarnarra. By road, on right bank of Tigris, passable 
for motors, about 165 miles. (Railway under construction; seep. 263.) 

By river, about 190 miles. Keleks (large rafts on inflated skins) 
navigate downstream only, taking 2+-11 days : see further p. 287. 

(iv) Samarra-Baglzdad. By rail, 74 miles. 
By liver, 105 miles. Keleks take 1-4 days. Steamers drawing 

about 4 ft. can ascend to Samarra in a high river: see further 
p. 287. 

(b) Caravan-route via Diarbekr, Mardin, Mosul, and Kirkuk (750 -
800 miles by road). 

This route has a number of variations between Aleppo and $losul. 
(i) Aleppo-Diarbekr (250-230 miles). Passable for wheels. The 

Euphrates has been usually crossed at  Birijik (by ferry), but* in the 
years preceding the war more southerly crossings (Jerablas, Tel 
Ahmar) were coming into use for caravans boufid for Urfeh. From 
Birijik there is a road to Severek and Diarbekr via Hovek ; another 
route passes by Urfeh and joins the more direct road between Hovek 
and Severek. Aleppo-Diarbekr via Birijik and Urfeh, about 
250 miles ; via Birijik and Hovek, about 230 miles; uia Jerablas and 
Urfeh, 240 miles ;via Tel Ahmar and Urfeh, about 235 miles. 

[Fronl Urfeh a direct route leads to Mardm by Vei r~n Shehr (about 
110 miles). This is about 65 miles shorter than the detour from 
Urfeh to Mardm wia Diarbekr, but the road is not practicable through- 
out for wheels ; it is in parts poorly supplied with water, and as it 
leads through the Nilli country it is insecure.] 

(ii) Diarbekr-Moszcl. 
(1)Landi-route via Nisibin. 

Diarbekr-Nisibin uia &lardin (95 miles). Road passable for wheels. 

[A Decauville Railway is reported to run from Tel Helif (on the 


Baghdad Railway about 24 miles W. of Nisibin) in the direction of 
Diarbekr. It appears to have reached a point some miles on the 
Diarbekr side of Mardin. 

There is a broad-gauge line from Derbesiyeh Station (on the 
Baghdad Railway betweenRas el-'Ain and Tel Helif; see p, 262 below) 
to a point a few miles S. of Mardin. 

From Diarbekr a pack-road leads across the Tur Abdin by Midiat 
to Jezrret-ibn;Omar. It is about 140-145 miles by this route from 
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Diarbekr to Jez~ret-ibn-'Omar, or 20-15 miles shorter than by the 
route via Nisibin.] 

Nisibin-DiIosul (170-130 miles). 
On the direct route from Nisibin to Mosul via Demir Kapu Khan 

(about 130 miles) see above, p. 252, B I1 (a) (ii). 
There is a caravan-route from Nisibin to Mosul via Jez~ret-ibn-

'Omar (bridge over Tigris), Zakho (bridge over Khabar), and the 
Znltho Pass across the Jebel Abysdh to Mosul (170 miles). It is not 
passable for wheels throughout. 

Another route goes by Feishkhabar (ferry over Tigris) and joins 
the Zakho-Mosul road at  Simel (total dist,ance about 145 miles). 
This is passable for wheels between Nisibin and Feishkhnbar. 

(2) River-route. 
About 335 miles. Downstream kelek traffic only. Rafts are said 

to take 4-20 days. 
(iii) Mosztl-Baghdad. 
On the direct route by the right bank of the Tigris (about 240 

miles) see above, p. 252, B I1(a) (iii)-(iv). 
Route via Erbil, Altun Koprii, Kirkuk, and Kufri (about 295 miles). 

Passable for wheels. Before the war wheeled vehicles had to be 
ferried across the Zabs. The Turks have now a temporary bridge 
on the Great Znb, and apparently another on the Lesser Zsb. The 
stone bridge over the latter river a t  Altun Koprii is impracticable for 
vehicles. 

From this route branch roads leading to the Kurdish highlands 
and across the Persian frontier. See pp. 274-5 below. 

(c) Aleppo-Mosul via Deir ez-Zor, Tel es-Sawmar (or Shedadi), 
'Ain el-Ghazal (or Beled Sinjar), and Tel A'far. About 400 miles. 
The route by Tel es-Sawwar and 'Ain el-Ghazal is passable for light 
wheeled vehicles. The Aleppo-Baghdad road is followed down the 
Euphrates valley to Deir ez-Zor, where there is a stone bridge across 
the river, believed to have been completed since the war. There are 
ferries across the Khabar at Tel es-Samtvar and Shedadi. Water is 
scarce in summer on the steppe between the Euphrates and Tigris. 

[Damascus-Mosul via Deir ez-Zor, about 600 miles. Compare 
B 1(b)  above.] 

The ranges of the Taurus here form a barrier across which there 
are at  present only a few routes of any importance. 
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I. Routes fionz Artatolia enterilzg Illesqotnntin mz tlre side 
of t71e Eupl~rates 

(a) The line of the Baghdad Railway. Haidar Pasha-Baghdad, 
about 1,520 miles. The railway had not been completed at the 
beginning of 1918. 

(i) Haidar Paslta-Jerabl91s via Konia and Aleppo, 950 miles. 
Baghdad Railway. At the end of 1917 the tunnels in the Taurus 
south of Kara Punar (646 iniles from Haidar Pasha) were apparently 
not yet pierced for standard gauge, but a narrow-gauge line was 
working here. There was a motor-road across the gap in the 
standard-gauge line (Kara Punar-Geldek ?). 

(ii) Jerabli~s-Nisibilz ; by railway, about 200 miles. 
(iii) Nisibin-Samarra via Mosul ; by road, passable for motors, 

about 300 miles (for railway N. of Samarra see y. 263) ; or by river 
from Mosul, see p. 287. 

(iv) Sa?tzctrra-Bag7dad ; by railway, about 74 miles. 

(h) By the Baghdad Railway and the ~ u ~ h r a t e i  valley. 
(i) By railway to Jerablns, and thence by river to Felliijeh 

(Jerablits-Fellajeh, 650 miles, 12-45 days by sltaklttzir; compare 
pp. 251, 286). 

(ii) By railway to Aleppo and thence by road via Meskeneh and 
the Euphrates valley to Felltijeh (Aleppo-Baghdad, 527 miles; 
compare pp. 251, 286). 

(c) Adana-Jerablas or Meskeneh, by road. There may be now 
communication for wheeled traffic between Adana and Killis or 
Aleppo via the Hasan Beyli Pass in  the Amanus. From Killis to 
Jerablas there was before the war a pack-road that could easily have 
been made passable for wheels ; and from Aleppo to Meskeneh there 
is a motor-road. 

[Before the war there was a road from Adana to Birijik via the 
Baghcheh Pass in the Amanus and 'Aintsb (about 170 miles). I t  was 
not passable for wheels in the Amanus.] 

(d) From the direction of Malatia there appears to be a moderately 
easy way across the Taurus by Pelvereh and the valley of the Aq Su. 
This is followed by the route from Malatia to Mar'ash (before the war 
a half-completed chausske) and to 'Aintab (via Belveren or Mar'ash), 
Killis, and Aleppo ; from which places the Euphrates is easily acces- 
sible by roads which either are passable for wheels or could easily be 
made so (e. g. Mar'ash-Samsat (Euphrates ferry) -Urfeh ; 'Ainhb--
Birijik ; 'Aintab- Jerablas ; Killis- Jerablas ; Aleppo-Meskeneh). 

[From Albistan to Mar'ash, and from Malatia to Adiaman (in the 
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direction of Samsat), and to Kiakhta (in the direction of Gerger), 
there are more or less difficult tracks for pack-animals. 

From Khsrput to Gerger and Samsat along the Euphrates there is 
only zl difficult mountain-track. 

The Euphrates is not ordinarily used as a waterway from Armenia 
to Mesopotamia, since, though downstream navigation by keleks is 
possible from Erzingan on the Frat Su, and from a point 3 or 4 hours 
above Palu on the Mur9d Su, there are difficult and dangerous rapids 
in the stretch where the river breaks through the Taurus, between 
Kumur Khan and Chunkush ferry.] 

11. Routes crossing the -Taurus betzoeefi t71e Eu~~ltrates and Lake Vm2 

I n  the Taurus ranges between the Euphrates and Lake Van there 
are two principal gates giving access to Mesopotamia from the north, 
the Arghana Pass north-west of Diarbekr and the Bitlis Pass north- 
east of Diarbekr. Besides these there are a number of other ways 
across the nlountains, of which the most important appear to be 
Mush-Hazro or Zokh via the Kuly valley and the Chabakchur 
plain-Lijjeh via Pechar. 

Of the main routes which enter our area in this region a11 but'one 
meet at Diarbekr. The exception is the route from Bitlis to Mosul 
via Sairt and Jezrret-ibn-'Omar. 

The distances to Baghdad given below under routes (a)-(e) are 
calculated by Diarbekr, IlIardin, Nisibin, and the trace of the Baghdad 
Railway. Compare B I1 (b) ii and (a) ii-iv. 

(a) Sivas-Diarbekr via Malatia, Kharput, and the Arghana Pass 
(290 miles). Chausske. 

[Sivas-Baghdad, about 760 miles. 
Samsun-Sivas-Baghdad, about 980 miles. 
Angora-Sivas-Baghdad, by Angora-Sivas chauss6e, about 

1,040 miles; by a more direct route between Angora and Vozgad, 
on which a narrow-gauge railway has been begun, about 1,010 miles.] 

(b)  Kaisarieh-Diarbekr via Albistan, Malatia, Kharput, and the 
Arghana Pass (about 340 miles). Road, passable for wheels except 
between Albistan and Malatia. 

[Kaisarieh-~a~hdad, about 810 miles.] 

(c) Erzerum-Diarbekr via ~ u s h ,  Bitlis, Ziyiiret Wii'iz el-Qnr'&ni, 
Zokh, the Batman Bridge, and Farqin (about 300 miles). From Mush 
to Bitlis passable for wheels ; from Bitlis to Ziyaret Wa'iz el Qur'iini 
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pack-road, difficult before the war. From Ziynret Wariz el-Qur'qni 
to Diarbekr there is an unfinished chauss6e. From Zokh to Diarbekr 
there is a route uia the Desht-i-Keri and Ermi, which is about 
20 miles shorter than that by the Batman Bridge and Farqin ; but 
the ford by which it crosses the Batman is impassable in flood. 

[Erzerum-Baghdad, about 770 miles.] 

(d) Erzerum-Diarbekr via Mush and Hazro (about 230 miles). 
It was reported in 1916 that a road for wheels was under construc- 
tion between Mush and Hazro ; this may follow the. I h l p  valley 
route, which before the war \\?asa nlule-traclr. 

[Erzerum-Baghdad, about 700 miles.J 

(e) Erzerum-Diarbekr via Oghnat, the Chabnkchur plain, and 
Lijjeh (about 200 miles). This as not passable for wheels before 
the war, but was used as a summer-route by mule-caravans. During 
the war i t  has been followed by infantry. 

[Erzerum-Baghdad, about 670 miles.] 

(f) Ritlis-Mosul via Sairt and Jeziret-ibn-'Omar (about 220 
n~iles). This road, which passes by the Bitlis, Bohtan, and Tigris 
valleys to Jeziret-ibn-'Omar, was not passable for wheels before the 
war. On the roads from Jeziret-ibn-'Omar to Mosul see p. 253. 
Approximate distances to Baghdad by this route to Mosul and thence 
by Samarra are : 

Erzerum-Baghdad, about 615 miles. 
Trebizond-Erzerum-Baghdad, about 550 miles. 
[Less important routes across the Taurus between the Euphrates 

and Lake Van are the mule-tracks from Palu to Haini and Lijjeh, 
and track (not passable for wheels, but apparently fairly easy for 
pack-animals) from Kharput to Chermuk via Pusherto (for Severek 
or Diarbekr). 

East of Lake Van the very difficult mountain-country of central 
Kurdistan is crossed by no important route from eastern Armenia. 
The track from Van to Mosul via Bash Qal'ah, Julsmerk, and Amadiyeh 
is in parts very difficult even for pack-animals.] 

Mesopotamia and Arabistan are separated from the Persian plateau 
by a barrier of mountains which greatly impedes communication. 
By far the most important approach on this side is the route from 
Kirmanshah to Baghdad, which runs through the depression in the 
barrier by Qasr-i-Shirin and Khanikin. 
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I. Ki~nza?zs7tu7~-B~~g7~clad via KIhafiikigz 

About 220 miles. A great trade-route. Railway, Baghdad-Khani- 
kin, about 94 miles ; metre gauge. Road passable for wheels, except 
after heavy snow or rain in winter. 

[Tabriz-Baghdad via Bijar, Sain Qahh,  and Kirmanshah, about 
565 miles. This follows the main caravan-route from Tabriz to 
Kirmanshah, which is passable for camel-transport, and has been 
used by Persian artillery. 

Tabriz-Baghdad uia Sakiz, Senna, and Icirmanshah, about 
530 miles. 

Tehran-Baghdad via Hamadan and Kirmanshah, about 520miles. 
Passable for wheels except after heavy snow or rain in winter.] 

11. Routes Nort7b of t71e M a i ~Kir.;nans7tah--Bagizdad Road 
None of these is passable for wheels throughout. The principal are : 

(a) Urmia-Mosul via Ushnu, Jildigan, Shinawa (Lahjan plain), 
the Giru-i-Sheikh Pass, Rayat, Romanduz (about 220 miles). From 
Shina~vato Rowanduz (about 90 miles from Mosul) and perhaps as 
far as Baba Chichek (about 63 miles from Mosul) this route is fit for 
pack-animals only, and is liable to be blocked by snow in winter. It 
mas used for a move on Urmia by Khalil Bey in the summer of 1915. 

[The road from Ushnu to Rowanduz by the Kelishin Pass is some 
16-20 miles, shorter than that by the Giru-&Sheikh Pass, but it is 
more difficult. 

Tabriz-Mosul via Ushnu and Romanduz, about 315 miles. 
Tabriz-Mosul via Siij Bulnq, Shinawa, and Rovnduz, about 

300miles.] 

(b) Urmia-Raniyeh (for Altun Kiiprii and Baghdad, or Erbil and 
Mosul) via Ushnu, Jildigan, the Lahjan plain, the Wazneh Pass, 
and Derbend (about 150 miles). Between the Lahjan plain and 
Raniyeh this route is fit for pack-animals only. Liable to be blocked 
by snow in minter. 

[Raniyeh-Baghdad via Altun Kapru and Kufri, about 270 miles ; 
passable for wheels, or could be made so without difficulty. 

Raniyeh-Baghdad via Altun Koprii, the Lesser Zab, and Tigris. 
By road to Altun Koprii (about 65 miles), and thence by keelek. 

Raniyeh-BIosul via Erbil, about 115 miles j passable for wheels.] 

(c) Banah-Raniyeh via Ser Desht (about 135 miles). Pack-road 
from Ser Desht (mile 36). . . . -

YES. I R 
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(d) Banah-Suleimsniyeh (for Mos~tl or Baghdad), ? 75 miles. 
Pack-road, used by infantry in the minter of 1916-17. 

[Suleimaniyeh-Baghdad via Kirkuk and Kufri, about 255 miles. 
Fit for wheels throughout if the report (May 1918) of the recent 
improvement of the Suleimaniyeh-Kirkuk road is correct. 

Suleimaniyeh-Baghdad via Zagirmeh Pass and Kufri, about 
190 miles. Pack-road from Suleimsniyeh to Kufri (70 miles); 
Kufri-Baghdad, passable for wheels. 

Suleimsniyeh-Mosul via Kkkuk, about 175 miles. Passable for 
wheels, perhaps throughout, at any rate from Kirkuk.] 

(e) Senna-Suleimiiniyeh via Penjevin (about 140 miles). Pack-
road. , , 

(f) Senna-Suleimaniyeh via Tavala. Pack-road, reported to be 
used by an annual caravan from Suleimsniyeh to Tabriz. 

(g) Kirmanshah-Suleimnniyeh via Halebjeh (about 170 miles). 
Pack-road. 

111. Rozctes Souflz of tlte Naifi ICi~~1~ai)2shalt-BagJ~ddRoad 
Between the main Kirmanshah-Baghdad route and the Persian 

.Gulf the least difficult part of the mountain-barrier seems to lie 
somewhat west of a direct line between Khurrsmabad and Dizf~l. 
It is traversed by the routes mentioned under (c) below. 

(a) ~i rmanshah-~a~hdad  Pack-via Mandali (about 215 miles). 
.'road diverging from main route at Khorssabad about 46 miles from 
Kirmanshah, 

* (b)  Kirmanshah-Kut el-Amara via Deh Bals (200 miles). This 
.route, which leads through the Pusht-i-Kiih, is suitable -for pack- 
transport only. 

(c) Khurramsbad-Dizfol (115-1 75 miles). There are a number 
of routes suitable for pack-transp_ort between these places, _the easiest 
of which appear to be that by Ab-i-Sard, Valmian, and Ab-i-Tiradn 
(152 miles, making a detour to west, but keeping east of the Kashgan 
river), and the longer detours by Pul-i-Madian Rod and Pul-i-Kurr-o- 
Dukhtar or Pinjrgh (165 or 175 miles). There is a fairly direct 
caravan-route via Ab-i-Sard, Ser-i-Gul, and &b-i-~irada (115 miles). 

.On *he projected railway from Nohammareh to Khurramabad via 
Dizfiil see p. 267, 
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(d) Isfahan-Ahwaz (Lynch Road) via Kavarukh, Da Pulan, and 
Malamir (about 295 miles). Pack-road, very difficult on a section of 
about 100 miles through the Bakhtiyari mountains. The Bazuft 
and Karan rivers are crossed by suspension bridges (steel wire and 
iron) built by Messrs. Lynch. 

A new and considerably easier alignment for a road from Isfahan 
to the Arabistan plains has recently been discovered. It lies some 
way S. of the Lynch Road, than which it is about 20 miles longer. 
It is believed that the construction of a motor-road on this line 
would not be difficult. 

(e)  Shiraz-Ahwnz via Behbehan (about 300 miles). From Shiraz 
to Behbehan there is a track for pack-caravans which is not much 
used on account of the i~~securi ty  From Behbehan of the country. 
to Ahwaz there is a route via Ramuz passable for wheels when the 
ground is dry. 

( f )  Bushire-Ahmaz via Beni Ismail or Bandar Dilam and Deh 
Mulla (? about 260 miles). This route lies over a plain throughout 
its course. It seems that when the ground is dry it would be pass- 
able for wheels with sonle improvement at nullahs and the bridging 
of the Hindiyan and Jerrahi rivers. 

r 

(g) Bushire-Mohammareh via Beni Ismail or Bandar Dilam, 
Hindiyan, BandarMacshur, Janjireh, and Fellsrhryeh (?about 276milesj. 
From Bushire to Janjireh (about 50 miles from Mohammareh) the 
ground covered by the route is apparently passable for wheels when 
dry ; the Hindiyan would need bridging. I n  the Janj~reh-Fella- 
hryeh district the country is much intersected by canals, and com- 
munication between Janjrreh and the Karan is usually by boat ; 
there are said to be paths fit for pack-animals here. 

The main approaches to Irak from Arabia are a number of routes 
crossing steppe or desert, of which some, coming from Jebel 
Shammar (H~'i1) or Qasim (Boreidah), strike the Euphrates at Nejef, 
Samaweh, or Saq esh-Shuyokh, others connect Boreidah, Riyadh, 
or again the coastal region of Hasa, with Basra by way of Koweit 
and Zobeir. 

On the routes between Ha'il or Boreidah and the points above 
mentioned on the Euphrates (routes (a)-(f) below) water is scanty 
and difficult of access except after rain, when pools may be met with. 
The only permanent wells yielding a supply sufficient for more than . R 2 
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a small party are those at Hayyanryeh, H~z i l ,  Loqah, and Leinah, 
and others within a radius of seventy miles from Hs'il. The forage 
to be found is generally suitable only for camels. A limited quantity 
of fuel is afforded by sparse and low- vegetation. No supplies are to 
be procured e.n route except such meat as may be obtainable in spring- 
time from herdsmen near the traclrs. The Hajj caravan from Nejef 
to Mecca passes through Ha'il. Small columns of Turkish regular 
troops, 2,000-4,000 strong, have marched from Nejef or from 
Samgweh to Ha'il (1903 and 1905) ; but on each occasion they had 
been invited by the Emir of Hs'il, who provided guidance and 
transport. Ha'il is connected with the Nejd (Riyadh) by a fairly 
easy and well-watered route passing through Ayiin el-Qas~m; 
Boreidah, Aneizah, and Shayrah ; some supplies at  the three last- 
named places. 

The route from Boreidah via Hafar, Riqa'i, and Icoweit to Zobeir 
and Basra (see (g) below) presents no serious difficulties. Water is 
obtainable on most stages, as well as camel-grazing sufficient for 
a small party, and a fair amount of fuel as far as Haleibah. No 
supplies are to be found en route. 

On the route from Zilfi to Koweit (ice (7~)below) ~vater is scarce; 
it cannot be relied on between Artawiyeh and Safah, or between 
Safah and Koweit, distances of over 100 miles : there is fair grazing 
in places ; fuel is very scarce. Zilfi is 48 miles east of Boreidah, 
from which i t  is separated by a heavy sand-desert containing some 
oases. Between Zilfi and Riyadh there is a route which is good 
going, and on which water is never far away ; supplies also could 
be obtained in  small quantities. 

On the route from Hofiif through Hasa to Koweit (see (i) below) 
water is obtainable throughout, and is usually plentiful; forage is 
usually good, especially in spring ; fuel generally from bushes or 
brushwood ;a little wheat and barley at 'Nta. The track from Qatrf 
to Kotveit is little frequented, traffic between these places being 
mostly by sea ; the route is easy, and water is generally plentiful ; 
forage is generally sufficient for a small c:wavan ; fuel is scarce in  
parts; no supplies. From the ports of Qalif and 'Oqair routes via 
Hofiif afford the shortest and easiest passage to the Nejd, but the 
country traversed is particularly unsafe. 

For details of the above routes see Handbook of Arabia, vol. ii. 

The following are approximate distances : 
(a) Ha'il-Nejef. 
(i) Via Hayynn~yeh and Loqah (about 357 miles). This route is 

now used by the H a j  and good caravans. 



[Jfecca-Nejef via Ha'il, about 836 miles. 
Medina-Nejef via Hs'il, about 632 miles.] 
(ii) The Darb Zobeideh via ShrCibzth, Trobah, Bir Beleghbiyeh, 

Birket Ashabah (or 'Asllshal.), Birket ez-Zebalah, Birket el-Jumein~eh 
(about 403 miles). This, the old Hajj route, passing about 40 miles 
west of (i). It is provided with wells and tanks at regular intervals, 
but water is scarce, the rain not being sufficient to fill the reservoirs, 
and the Hajj no^^^ follo~vs the 13ayyaniyeh route as safer and more 
direct. 

(An alternative route diverges from near Trobah, and makes a 
detour to east via Khadrah, Leinah, and Selmsn wells, and rejoins 
the Darb Zobddel$ about 40 nliles south of Nejef.) 

jiii) Via Hazil and Bir Samit (? about 377 miles). For most of its 
length this way passes west of the Hayyiiniyeh route. 

(b )  Boreidah-Ne jef. 
(i) Via Hn'il, Hayy~niyeh, and Loqah (about 505 miles). 
(ii) Via Bir Zerud, Hayyiinryeh, and Loqah (about 476 miles). 
[Riyadh-Nejef uia Boreidah and Ila'il, about 740 miles. 
Riyiidh-Nejef via Boreidah and BTP Zerud, about 701 miles, 
Mecca-Boreidah, about 480 miles.] 

(c) Ha'il-Samsweh, by the Durb Zobeide76 to Bir Beleghbiyeh, 
thence to Leinah wells, and along the Durb SeZfnan, by the Selmsn 
wells (about 344 miles). 

(d) Boreidah-Samnwell vic~Ayiin el-~a6im, Quseibah, Leinah 
wells, and the Darb SeZ~)zOra (about 366 miles). 

[Riyadh-San~c;lroeh via Boreidah, about 600 miles. 
Mecca-Samaweh ,via Boreidah, about 845 miles.] 

(e) Hii'il-Stiq esh-Shuyakh ciu Bir Beleghbiyeh and Leinah 
wells, thence by the wells of Umm An~arah, Unsab, Ghubbah and 
A r k a m ~ ~ e h ,and by Qasr Bir Shagrah (about 300 miles). 

if) Boreidah-Saq esh-Shuyiikh, as by ((2) to Leinah wells, and 
thence as by (c), about 890 miles. 

(g )  Boreidah-Basra via Hafar, Riqa'i, Koweit, and Zobeir (about 
460 miles). 

(The alternative route from Hafar to Ko~veit via Abul Hiran is of 
about the same length as that via Riqa'i. 

From Riya'i to Zobeil* there is a direct I-onte which is about 
70 miles shorter than that by Icoweit, but i t  is \raterless.) 
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(76) Zilfi-Basra via Safah, Koweit, and Zobeir (about 410 miles). 
[Riy~dh-Basra via Zilfi, about 614 miles.] 

(i) Hof~f-Basra via 'Nta (Anta), Inqair (Injair, Naqair), and 
Koweit (about 455 miles). 

[Hoftif-Riy~dh, about 200 miles.] . 

(j)Qatif-Basra uia Inqair and Koweit (about 366 miles). 

[Qat~f-Riysdh via Hofiif, about 305 miles. 

'Oqair-Riy~dh via Hofiif, about 249 miles.] 

On the ports of Qatrf and 'Oqair see Persian. Gulf Pilot, 1915, 


pp. 134-5, and 117, and Handbook of Arabia, vol. i, pp. 307-8. 

((6) Completed sections of t b  Baghdad Railway. 
Within our area two sections of the line are open to traffic : that 

from Jerabltis to Tel Helif or Nisibin (about 189 or 203 miles) and 
that from Samarra to-Baghdad (about 74 miles), leaving an interval 
of about 287 miles between Nisibin and Samarrtt. 

in. Single line. 
For the connexion of the Jerabli~s-Nisibin section with Anatolia 

and Syria see p. 251 and p. 254. 
(i) Jerabl~s-Nisibin (203 miles). 

A list of stations and approximate distances is given below, but 


beyond Ras el-'Ain the mileage is uncertain. 
Intermediate Stations.miles. 

Jerabliis (74.2 miles from Aleppo) 
Siftek 
'Arab Punar 
Kharab Nas 
Qul Tepeh 
Tel Abiyadh 
Abu Qubbeh 
Gojar (Nus Tel) 
Tu'am 
Tel Hamud 
Ras el-'Ain 
Aradeh 
Derbisi yeh 
Tel Helif 
Qasr Serchi kheil 
Nisibin 
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Station buildings between Jerabliis and Tel Abiyadh are said to be 
made of concrete brick owing to the cost of stone. 

The Jerabliis railway bridge across the Euphrates is 892 yards 
long and consists of 10 spans with an overhead lattice girder. The 
breadth of the bridge is 20 ft. (15 ft. for railway, 4 ft. for pathway). 
The foundations are of cement concrete lowered into a water-tight 
iron casing made of interlocking piling 45 ft. x 20 ft. i n  plan. The 
top of this piling is at  low-water level, above which the pier is of 
smaller section. The concrete goes right up to the bed-plate of the 
bridge, and is stone-faced. I n  the sandy bed of the river the concrete 
goes down to a depth of 43i ft. (13 metres) ; elsewhere i t  i s  on rock* 
foundations. An earth bank with a stone-wall foundation has been 
made on the right bank of the Euphrates above the bridge, to prevent 
the river floods from damaging the railway bank west of the bridge. 

As regards other bridges on this section of the Baghdad Railway, 
the only available information is as follows : 

Between 'Arab Punar and Kharab Nas there are apparently 3 plate-
girder bridges over the Qnramush. 

Between Tel Hamud and Ras el-'Ain there is reported to be a 
lattice-girder bridge 66 yds. long over the Jirjib Chai. 

Branch Lines : 
(1) Derbesiyeh-Mardin. A broad-gauge line is reported to run 

from Derbesiyeh to the neighbourhood of Mardin. I t s  northern 
terminus is apparently 4 miles S. of Mardrn town. Length, 14 miles. 

(2) From Tel Helif in the direction of Diarbekr. A Decauville 
railway is reported to run from Tel Helif towards Diarbekr. It 
apparently extends to a point a few miles beyond Mardin. 

(ii) Sav~zarra-Bagltdad (73.59 miles). 
Intermediate 	 Stations. 


miles. 

- Samarra (on right bank of Tigris) 


12-85 Istablst 

11.68 Beled 
11.24 Sumeikeh (branch to Tigris opposite Sa'diyeh) 
12.42 Khan Meshnhidiyeh 
12.98 Tajiyeh 

7.14 Kazimain 

5-28 Baghdad 


I n  December 1914 the railway had been extended from Samarrs to 
a point 25 miles N. of Tekrit. 

(6) Railways constructed in Irak since 1914 : 
(i) Bum-Awara (112 miles, via Kurna at mile 43). Metre gauge. 
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(ii) Basra-Nasirqeh (141 miles, via the border of the desert south 
of the Euphrates). Metre gauge. 

(iii) I n  N. Irak (to Dec. 1918): Kut-Baghdad (metre);Baghdad-
Khanikin (metre) ; (Baghdad-25 'miles N. of Tekrit, see p. 263); 
Baghdad-Felliijeh-Dhibau near head of Saqlswiyeh canal (4 ft. 
85 in.) ;Baghdad-Hilla (4 ft. 83 in.) ; Hilla-Kifl (2 ft. 6 in.). 

11. Railzoays Projected or Proposecl before 1914 

(a) Completion of the Baghdad Railway between Nisibin and 
Samarra (about 287 miles). 

The line is planned to run direct from Nisibin to Mosul via Demir 
Kapu Khan and Kesik Koprii, and from Mosul to Samarra down the 
right bank of the Tigris via Tekrit. 

Nisibin-Mosul, about 123 miles. 
Mosul-Samarra, about 164 miles. 
It appears that i n  the first half of 1918 work was in  progress on 

formation levels between Nisibin and Demir Kapu Khan, about 
43 miles ESE. of Nisibin. 

(13)~xtens ion  of the Baghdad Railway to Basra. 
This extension was projected to run as follows : 
El-Baj (Euphrates crossing upstream of Museyib) ; thence across 

desert to 
Kerbela ; thence along the edge of the desert to 
Nejef ; thence across the depression of the Bahr-i-Nejef (?) and along 

the edge of the desert west and south of the lower Euphrates, passing 
some miles south of Samskveh and Nasifiyeh. 

Basra, about 350-370 miles from Baghdad. 
The line would be cheap and easy to construct. The only 

engineering work of any magnitude that would be needed tvould be 
the bridge over the Euphrates at  El-Baj. 

Between Baghdad and the Euphrates this line would pass through 
country capable of agricultural development. It would carry the 
great pilgrim traffic to and from Kerbela and Nejef. Branch lines 
would be needed to bring it  into connexion with the agricultural 
areas on the lower Euphrates. The alignment along the desert tvas 
chosen owing to difficulties of railway construction in the alluvial 
plain ; and between Nssir~yeh and Basra it is the only possible trace.' 

Another route that was proposed for a railway from Baghdad to Basra is as 
follo\vs: by the right bank of tile Tigris to opposite I<ut el-Amara, thence by 
the right (west) side of tlle Shatt el-Hai to Nlsiriyeli, and thence by the edge of 
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It was part of the German scheme that the railway should be 
eventually prolonged from Basra to the Persian Gulf a t  Kotveit, 
a distance of about 100 miles across desert. 

(c) Projected branches of the Baghdad Railway within this area : 
(i) To Urfeh (from Tel Abiyadh station to Urfeh via Harran is 

about 37 miles). 
This branch would serve the agricultural district of the Harran- 

Urfeh plain. 
(ii) Tel Helif-Mardm-Diarbekr-Argllana Macden (about 126 

miles). 
At Arghana Miden the Mesopotamian railway system was to 

connect with the system of eastern Anatolia and Armenia.' 
(iii) Mosul-Erbil (about 37 miles). 
This branch would serve the agricultural districts i n  the Mosul- 

Erbil plain, which have possibilities' of considerable development. 
(iv) Sumeikeh-Sacdiyeh-Delli 'Abbss-Khanikin (about 75 

miles), and Delli 'Abbns-Ttiz Ichurmatli. 
The line to Khanikin would serve the very fertile Khalis region, 

and also, together with its branch to Toz Khurmatli, the oil-fields on 
the Persian frontier. 

Moreover I<hanibin lies a t  the natural gate from Mesopotamia 
into Persia, and through i t  runs the great Baghdad-Kirmanshal~ 
tmde-route. The branch line from the Baghdad Railway to Khanikin 
lvas meant eventually to connect with a line to Tehran via Kirman-
shah and Hamadan. 

(v) El-Baj (on the right bank of the Euphrates opposite Museyibj- 
Hit (about 110 miles). ' 

the desert south of tile Euplirates to Basra. The distance from Baghdad to NBsi-
ri'iyeh, where tllis route meets tliat of the Baghdad Railway, is about 240 miles. 
The line would need protection from floods ; and the idea was entertained of 
carrying i t  along the protective banks which Sir William Willcocks proposed to 
construct, as a part of his irrigation scheme, on the right bank of the Tigris 
betmeen Baghdad and Rut  el-Amara, and on the right bank of the Hai. 

The possibility of constructing a line along the Hilln branch of the Euphrates 
has also been taken into consideration. 

Projected lines of this latter system were : 
Samsun-~masia-l'okat-~ivns-l<har~utA~*ghana Ma'den (French con-

Cession), 
Icharput-31ush-Bitlis-van (French concession). 
Angora-Yozgad-~ivas (French concession). 
Ang~ra-~<aisar ieh-~ivas(German concession ;an extension of the Ansto- 

liall Railway Haidar Pasha-Eski Shohr-Angora). 
Si~ i \~ -Er~ in~an-~cker i j -~rzerum(with branch Pekerij-Trrbizoiid). 
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(d) Proposed connexions between Baghdad and the Syrian coast, 
or Egypt via the Euphrates valley. 

The following have been considered as possible lines for railway 
connexion between Irak and Syria : 

(i) Baghdad -Fellajeh -Euphrates valley -Aleppo -Alexan-
dretta. 

The distance from Baghdad to Aleppo would be about 520 miles 
(Aleppo-Baghdad via the Baghdad Railway, about 625 miles). 

At present there is railway connexion between Aleppo. and Alex- 
andretta via Baghcheh and Toprak Qal'ah (135 miles). 

The distance between Aleppo and Alexandretta, as the crow flies, 
is about 60 miles, but any railway construction between these points 
would be difficult and costly. 

Bailway construction between Aleppo and Suedia (about 80 miles) 
or between Aleppo and Latakiyeh (about 100 miles) would be con- 
siderably easier than between Aleppo and Alexandretta ; and there 
is a French concession for a line from Aleppo to Latakiyeh. But at 
Suedia conditions are not at all favourable to the development of 
a considerable port, and Latakiyeh in this respect is very inferior to 
Alexandretta. 

Aleppo is connected with Tripoli by a standard-gauge line via 
Hama and H0ms.l 

(ii) ~a~hdad-Fellajeh-inah Z-Deir ez-Zor-Palmyra-Homs 
-Tripoli. 

About 620 miles, of which about 65 miles are covered by the 
Homs-Tripoli line. 

(iii) ~a~hdad-~ell~jeh-Anah-~buKemal-Palmyra-Homs 

-Tripoli. 


About 550 miles, of which about 65 are covered by the Homs- 

Tripoli line. 


This is the shortest line to-the Syrian coast. 

(iv) Baghdad-Felltijeh-Anah-Abu Kemal-Palmyra-Damas-

cus-Rayak-Beirut. 
About 630 miles, of which about 95 are covered by the Damascus 

-Rayak-Beirut line. 
The Damascus-Beirut line has a gauge of 1.05metre (3ft. 5.34 in.). 

Between Rayak and Beirut gradients are very steep, and the rack- 
and-pinion system is in use. 

The rails of the Homs-Tripoli line mere taken up i n  1916 for use on the 
Baghdad Railway. 

"aglidad-;inall via Fellfijeh and the Euphrates valley, about 180 miles. 
Baghdnd-Annli across the Jezireh desert, about 160 miles. 
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Damascus is connected with 13aifa by a line via Deraa (177' miles ; 
1-05 metre gauge). 

(Baghdad-Beirut uia Deir ez-Zor, Palmgra, and Damascus, about 
700 miles.) 

(v) Baghdad-Felliijeh-Hrt-Damascus-Beirut. 
About 590 miles, of which about 95 are covered by the Damascus 

-Beirut line. 
From Hrt to Damascus this line leads straight across the country, 

following the former camel-post route, over very arid desert. 
(vi) Nejef-Cairo uia Jauf, Maan, Akaba, and Suez (about 875miles). 

(e) Proposed connexions between the Shatt el-'Arab (Basra or 
Mohammareh) and northern Arabistan (Ahwaz or Dizfiil) and south- 
western Persia (Isfahan, &.). 

(i) Mohammareh or Basra-Ahwaz or Dizfiil. 
A line to Ahwaz or Dizfiil from the Shatt el-'Arab would be of 

the greatest importance for the development of Arabistan. 
Before the war there was a British project for a line from Moham- 

mareh to Dizfal. Two possible routes were considered : the first 
leaves Ahwaz to E. and passes by Kat Nahr Hashim (164 miles to 
Dizfiil); the second runs by the western bank of the Ksriin to 
Aminryeh, opposite Ahwsz, and thence proceeds straight to Dizfnl 
(174 miles). 

An alternative scheme has since been proposed which would 
make Basra the port of Arabistan as well as of Irak, and would 
therefore carry the railway serving the Ksriin region from Basra to 
Ahwiiz (about 80 miles) ; this section would ultimately be extended 
to Dizfiil. 

Construction in the plains of Arabistan would be easy. 
(ii) Ahwaz-Isfahan. 
It has been reported that on the new alignment for a road from 

Arabistan to Isfahan, S. of the Lynch route, it might prove possible 
to construct a light rail~vay. 

(iii) (Mohammareh-) Ahwaz-Shiraz-Bandar 'Abbss. 
Proposed before the war as a Brjtish line. 'The value of the 

Shiraz-Mohammareh connexion appeared to be purely strategicztl, 
but i t  was important to secure an option for it to block, if necessary, 
the possible extension of the Baghditd Railway in this direction.' 
Construction in the mountains mould be difficult and costly owing 
to the nature of the country ; opposition from the tribes of this 
region would be likely. 

(iv) Dizfiil-Khurramabad. 

It was contemplated in 1811-14 that the proposed British line 
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from Mohammareh to Dizfsl shchld be continued to Khurramsbad, 
there to connect with a Russian line from Julfa. The object of the 
proposal was to obtain an entry for British trade froin the Shatt el- 
'Arab into western Persia alternative to the Baghdad-Kirmanshah 
route, which, it was then expected, would be captured by the branch 
of the Baghdad Railway to Ichanikin. The construction of the line 
across the hills from Diz f~ l  to Khurramsbad would be difficult and 
expensive. 

I n  the absence of good made roads land traffic in Mesopotamia 
has been accustomed to pass from point to point by the line which 
circunlstances might make the easiest at  the time;and a caravan- 
route may have many possible variations great and small. It is 
therefore of importance for travellers to have good guides or 
trustworthy local information, not only in  the trackless steppe or 
desert, but also where a number of possible tracks exist, in order 
that the easiest line may be followed. Reliable native informati011 
is very difficult to obtain ; the native often thinks that he has an 
interest in misinforming the traveller, and even if he is willing to 
tell the truth his computations of times and distances are generally 
very inaccurate. 

I n  Irak the waterways have been much more important than the 
roads. I n  general it may be said there is either too much or too 
little water for inovenlent by land, which is restricted by great areas 
of swamp, temporary or permanent, or may be stopped after rain by 
morasses of mud, or is impeded by the frequent canals intersecting 
the country near the rivers, or, on the other hand, is hampered by 
lack of drinking-water in the dry steppes. The principal road com- 
munications in the country before the war were in northern Irak, 
where well-used routes radiate from Baghdad. I n  central and 
southern Irak there was some local caravan traffic across the open 
steppes or along the paths by rivers or canals, but communications 
were maintained chiefly by water. Since 1914 communication for 
wheeled transport (at least in the dry season) has been opened up on 
the line of the Tigris. 

Along the Tigris the immediate neighbourhood of the banks is 
generally the driest part of the country, as, owing to the transverse 
slope of the ground away from the river, most of the water escaping 
from the Tigris bed, or spilt towards the Tigris fro111 the Euphrates, 
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or descending from the Persian hills forms lakes or marshes at some 
distance inland from the banks; but even the ground close to the 
river nlay become marshy in many places when the floods are a t  
their height. I t  appears that where the Euphrates flows in  a 
definite channel through the alluvial plain, as well as along the 
Shatt el-'Arab, analogous conditions are found. 

The alluvial plains are destitute of stone for metalling; this can, 
however, be obtained at points along the edge of the Arabian Desert 
(in the neighbourhoods of Hrt and Salnaweh and at Jebel Sinam 
30 miles SW. of Basra). 

(a) principal routes for wheeled traffic are : 

Baghdad-Nejef via Museyib and Kerbela. 

Baghdad-Hilla. 

Baghdad-Mufraz (at the head of the Mahmndiyeh canal .on 'the 


Euphrat,es). 
Baghdad-Fell~jeh (for Aleppo). 
Baghdad-Samarra (continued to Mosul). 
Baghdad-Delli 'Abbas via Bsqiibeh (for Kufri, Kirkuk, and 

Mosul). 
Baghdad-Khanikin via Baqabeh (for Rirmanshah). 
Basra-Baghdad via Kurna, Amara, and Kut el-Amara. . . 

Basra-Nasir~yeh by the edge of the desert. 
Nasirryeh-Hut el-Amara by a track running some. distance 

inland from the right bank of the Shatt el-Hai. 
Of these roads all but the third and the last three were much 

used, and under favourable conditions were practicable for wheeled 
transport before the war;  but they were unmetalled, and after 
heavy rain were liable to become impassable for wheels and difficult 
even for pack-animals. The neighbourhood of Baghdad may be so 
widely inundated during the flood season that on the right bank of 
the Tigris the city can be approached only along the tops of bunds, 
while on the left bank passengers and goods coming by the Khanikin 
road have occasionally to be ferried across the floods to the bund 
protecting the city on that side. 

The plains of Irak, where they are not encumbered by marsh or 
intersected by water-cuts, and at  times when the surface is dry, are 
usually more or less passable by light wheeled transport, and even 
by light motor-lorries ; but patches of soft sand nlay cause difficulty 
in places, and 'even where the surface is good at first it soon cuts 
up and becomes heavy if a siccession of vehicles attempt to' make 
a track' ; see further on mechanical transport in Irak p. 276. The 
large dry canals may in  parts (e. g. the Nahrawan between 'Aziziyeh 
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and the Diyaleh) serve as roads fit for motor transport ; where they 
are fairly intact they are protected from flood by their banks and 
by the high level of their beds. 

1 

(b)  Routes for pack-animals. 
Paths fit for pack-animals (at least in the dry season) can be found 

in  the cultivated country along the rivers and canals. There are 
also routes used by camel and donkey caravans across the steppes 
(e. g. Baghdad-Mendali, Kut el-Amara-Bedrah, Amara-Dizftil, 
in  the plains NE. of the Tigris ; and between the rivers, Hilla- 
Bogheileh, Afaj-Bogheileh), 

(c) Bridges. 
The rivers of Irak-are crossed a t  a number of points by boat- 

bridges. Most of these consist of a roadway on pontoons or native 
boats (saftnehs or dunah). Usually one or more portions of such 
a boat-bridge can be swung open to let vessels pass. I n  a high flood 
a boat-bridge may have to be temporarily removed. It seems that 
most of the boat-bridges can take fairly light wheeled transport, but 
before the war some of them (e. g. that at Museyib) were apparently 
fit for pack-animals only. 

There are a number of brick- bridges carrying roadways across 
canals in northern Irak ; and there is an iron bridge across the 
Kharr canal, 4 miles from Baghdad, on the Baghdad-Nejef road. 

Recent railway and road-construction has involved a good deal of 
bridge-building along the line of the Tigris and elsewhere. 

The smaller water-cuts are bridged, if a t  all, by planks of palm- 
tree wood, which may not be practicable for laden pack-animals. 

The Euphrates from Fellnjeh downwards is bridged at the follo~v- 
ing points : 

Felltijeh (boat-bridge). 
Museyib (boat-bridge). 
Hindiyeh Barrage at  the head of the Hindiyeh branch ; the 

barrage forms a bridge capable of taking heavy wheeled transport, 
which cannot use the Museyib boat-bridge. 

Tawarij (on the Hindiyeh branch ;boat-bridge). 
Knfeh (on the Ktifeh channel of the Hindiyeh branch ; boat-bridge). 
Hilla Regulator (at the head of the Hilla branch; the regulator 

affords a bridge capable of taking heavy wheeled transport). 
Hilla (on the Hilla branch ; boat-bridge). 
Diwaniyeh (on the Hilla branch ; boat-bridge). 
Samaweh (boat-bridge). 
Nasirryeh (boat-bridge). 
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Saq esh-Shuynkh (boat-bridge). 
Kurna (road and railway bridges a t  the mouth of the Old Channel 

of the Euphrates). 
Gurmat Ali (road and railway bridges (pontoon) a t  the mouth of 

the New Channel of the Euphrates). 
The Tigris from Samarra downwards is bridged at the follotving 

points : 
Samarra (boat-bridge). 
Baghdad (boat-bridge). 
Qztrareh (boat-bridge). 
Kut  el-Amara (boat-bridge). 
Amara (new pile bridge with steel floating section to allow passage 

of river-traffic; total length 750ft., floating section 270 ft. ;width 20ft.). 
Latlttteh (boat-bridge). 
The Diyaleh is crossed by boat-bridges at  Baqabeh and at  its mouth. 
There are many ferries on the Euphrates and Tigris, on which 

shakhtars and qzcfehs ply. 

Roacl Cotnmzcnications in Arabistan 
The plains of Arabistan, where not covered mith permanent marsh 

or (as i n  the Fellshryeh district) intersected by frequent canals, 
generally afford in dry weather s surface which is passable for light 
wheeled transport ; but rain may make them quite impracticable for 
wheels and difficult if not impassable for pack-animals. Even in  
dry weather heavy transport is liable to stick in patches of sand. 
I n  the foothills of the Persian highlands there are some tracks 
passable for carts, but among the higher ranges there are only tracks 
for pack-animals except where the Baghdad- Kirrnanshah route 
ascends to the Persian plateau by Qasr-i-Shirin and Ser-i-Pul. The 
high passes are liable to be blocked by snow in winter. 

(a) I n  Arabistan light wheeled transport can pass in dry weather 
mith little difficulty over the follotving routes : 

Msrid-Shushtar via Ahwaz and the Band-i-Qir bridge (light 
motor-lorries). 

Shushtar-Dizftil ? 
Manduwan (near Mohammareh)-Amrniyeh (opposite Ahmaz). 
Ammryeh- S hush (light motor-lorries). 
Ahmaz-Maidan-i-Naftan via Band-i-Qrr bridge and Dar-i-Khazineh 

(where the Ab-i-Gargar would need bridging). 
Ahmaz-Behbehan via Ramuz. 
Ahwsz-Bandar Dilam via Deh Nulls or Hind~yan (the Hindiya~  

would need bridging). 
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Ramuz-Bandar Ma'shur. 
Janjireh-Bandar Dilam via Bandar Ma'shur and Hindiyan (the 

Hind~yanwould need bridging). 
.. . , 

* 
(b) The following tracks are passable for pack-animals : 

Amrnryeh (Ahwaz)-Amara. 

Dizftil-Amara via Shush (from Shush onwards practicable for 


wheels in the dry season). 
Ahwaz-Naidan-i-Naftiin via Abgungi. 
Shush tar-Maidan-i-Naftiin. 
Shushtar-Ramuz. 
Behbehan-Hindiyan. 
Behbehan-Bandar Dilam. 
For the routes crossing the mountains from Arabistan or Irak to 

Isfahan, Khurramabad, and Kirmanshah see pp. 258-9,257. Of the 
cross-routes in  the highlands may be mentioned the mule-tracks from 
Ichurramabad to Deh Bzila, from Deh Lursn to Deh Bala, and from 
Deh Bala to Qasr-i-Shirin and Ser-i-Pul. There is a way reported 
to be passable for all arms along the lower valleys of the Pusht-i-Ktih 
from Dizfiil to Deh Lurstn and Zorbatiyeh on the ICut el-Amnm- 
Icirmanshah route. 

(c)  Bridges, Ferries, and Fords. 

The Karan is bridged at the folloying points : 

Band-i-Qir (boat-bridge over the Ab-i-Gargar branch of the river, 


passable by field-artillery). 
Shushtar (Pul-i-Lashkar, stone bridge, on south side of town to 

Miyanab Island ; Pul-i-Bulaiti, a dam across the Ab-i-Gcrgar east of 
the town ; the Pul-i-Dizfnl, north of Shushtar over the Ab-i-Shatait, 
is broken .down). 

Pul-i-Shnla or Gudar-i-Bulatak on Lynch Road (iron suspension 
bridge, 20 miles from Malamir and 130 miles from Ahwsz). 

Da Pulan (brick bridge on Lynch Road, 183 miles from Ahwsz). 
Above Dii Pulan the upper Karan is bridged 3 miles above Diivizdeh 
Imam (stone and mortar), at Kiij (stone and mortar), at  Rustami 
(wooden; ruins of stone bridge), and at Pul-i-'Ali Ktih (6 miles 
above Rustami ; wooden). 

The Diz is bridged at Dizfal by a stone and brick structure. 
The Bazuft is bridged at Pul-i-Amarati on the Ahw~z-Dizfiil road 

at  about 166 miles from Ahwaz (steel wire suspension). 
. The Karan is unfordable in Arabistan, and also apparently in the 
Bakhtiysri mountains up to its junction with the Ab-i-Behistabad. 
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Where it is not bridged crossings have to be made by ferry (keleks 
at Shushtar and in the hills). -

The Ka&eh and Diz are fordable in places except i n  the flood 
season, when they can be crossed only by - - 7celek. The Shur becomes 
unfordable after &in. 

On the Jerrahi there are many fords in summer, and near Khal- 
fabad and Cham es-Sabi it can be crossed throughout the year except 
after recent rain. The Hindiyan is fordable in places to within 
9 miles above Hind~yan town. 

Bond Commzcrnications i.n Upyer Mesqotarnia 
I n  the plains of upper Mesopotamia, which lie above the high 

flood-level of the rivers, road communication is naturally far easier 
than in  Irak. For the most part the surface of these upland plainsis 
easily traversable by pack-animals, and either is practicable for 
wheeled transport, or can be made so without difficulty. The going 
may be heavy after rain ; bridges on the larger livers are rare ; 
tvudis are frequent in some parts, especially under the hills, and 
there are patches of marsh-land where drainage from the hills collects. 
But lack of water and supplies in the steppes and the insecurity of 
the country have been the chief obstacles to communication. 

In  the lower hill-count~y there are a good many fair pack-roads 
between the principal centres and a few routes passable for wheels. 
In  the high ranges there are more or less difficult mule-tracks ; 
north of the Baghdad-Kirmanshah route, roads for wheeled trans- 
port crossing the mountain-barrier which bounds our area occur onIy 
between the Euphrates and Lake Van. The plains enclosed in the 
highlands are often marshy and are liable to become very muddy in 
wet weather. The hill-country is inadequately supplied with bridges 
(see below, p. 275), and the larger streams are generally unfordable 
after rain in the winter and during the spring floods caused by rain 
and melted snow. I n  the winter roads are often blocked by snow 
for days or weeks. 

Before the war there were a few stretches of metalled road in 
upper Mesopotamia, but these were usually allowed to fall into 
disrepair, so that caravan traffic sometimes preferred the easier 
beaten track. Apart from these chaussees or fragments of chauss6es 
the roads were unmade except here and there in  the highlands where 
some cutting had been done. 

Since 1914 a good deal of work seems to have been done by the 
Turks towards making routes on their principal lines of com-
mur~ication fit for mechanical and other wheeled transport. 

YES. I s 
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(a) Main routes believed to be passable f o ~wheeled traffic : 
Baghdad-Aleppo via Felliijeh, Hit, Anah, Deir ez-Zor, and 

Meskeneh. 
Baghdad-Mosul via Samarra and the right bank of the Tigris. 
Baghdad-Mosul via Kufri, Kirkuk, Altun ICapru, and Erbil. 
Kirkuk-Suleimsniyeh (reported to have been recently made fit 

for wheels). 
Mosul-Nisibin via Demir Kapu Khan. 
Nisibin-Diarbekr via 3Itirdm. 
Diarbekr-Ziyaret Wsciz el-Qur'iini via Zokh (for Bitlis ; see below 

under pack-route Jez~ret-ibn-'Omar-Bitlis). 
Diarbekr-Kharput via Arghana Pass. 
Birijik-Diarbekr via Hovek and Severek. 
Birijik-Diarbekr via Urfeh and Severek. 
Jerabliis-Urfeh. 
Urfeh-Harran (and on to Ras el-'Ain ?). 

-	 Ras el-'Ain-Nisibin. 
Ras el-'Ain-Mardin. 
Deir ez-Zor-Mosul via Tel es-Sawwar and Tel A'far. 
Across the desert or open steppe of the upper Mesopotamian plains 

it is generally possible to find lines which need little or no irnprove- 
ment for wheeled transport, a t  any rate in -dry weather. Thus 
motors can traverse the arid desert between Anah and Baghdad or 
between Hit or Ramadiyeh and Tekrit or' Samarra. It is probable 
that in the neighbourhood of the Khabiir and the Belikh there could 
be found easy lines for wheeled transport connecting the Baghdad 
Railway in the neighbourhood of Harran or Ras el-'Ain with the 
Euphrates valley. I n  many instances wheeled traffic can pass most 
easily by making detours from the regular routes, and this is often 
done by native drivers. 

(b)  Main routes practicable wholly or in part for pack-animals only : 

Kufri-Suleimaniyeh. 

Suleimaniyeh-Halebjeh (for Kirmanshah or Senna). 

Suleimnniyeh-Penjevin (for Senna). 

Suleimnniyeh-Baneh. 

Suleimaniyeh-Raniyeh. 

[Suleimsniyeh-Kirkuk ? See under 'Routes for Wheeled Traffic ' 


above.] 
Altiin Kopru-Raniyeh via Kai Sanjak (does not need much 

improvement for wheels). 
Raniyeh-Ser Desht. 
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Raniyeh-Lahjan plain via Wazneh Pass (for Ushnu and Unuia). 
Raniyeh-Romanduz. 
~ a n i i e h - ~ r b i lvia Koi Sanjak (does not need much irpprovement 

for wheels). 
Erbil-Rocvanduz (there may possibly be a recently made cart-road 

between these places). 
Mosul-Rowanduz via the Great Zab ferry at Girdamamik and 

Baba Chichek (passable for carts to Brtba Chichek). 
Rowanduz-Ushnu via Kelishin Pass. 
Mosul-Van via Amadiyeh, Julsn~erk, and Bash Qal'ah. 

. Mosul-Jez~ret-ibn-'Omar via Simel and Zakho (passable for 
wheels to the Jebel Abyadh). 

Mosul-Jezrret-ibn-'Omar via Simel and Feishkhab~r (passable for 
~vheels to Simel). 

Jezrret-ibn-Omar-Bitlis via Sairt and Ziyaret Waeiz el-Qur'ani 
(may have been improved since 1914, but before the war the stretch 
along the Bitlis valley from Ziyaret Wa'iz el-Qur'ani (where the 
Diarbekr-Bitlis road joins) was a very difficult mule-track). 

Jeziret-ibn-'Omar-Diarbelm via Midiat. 
Jeziret-ibn-'Omar-Nisibin (needs improving for carts near Jeziret- 

ibn-'Omar). 
Mardin-Urfeh via Veiran Shehr. 
Diarbekr-Mush via Hazro, Pasur, and the Kulp valley (ap- 

parently passable for wheels to Pasur and nlay have been recently 
improved beyond that place). 

Diarbekr-Chabakchur plain tin Lijjeh (for Erzerum ;apparently 
passable for wheels to Lijjeh). 

Diarbekr-Palu via Haini or Piran. . 

Diarbekr-Chunkush via Chermuk (passable for wheels to 
Chermuk). 

(c) Bridges, Ferries, and Fords. 

Bridges on the larger rivers are rare. They occur at  the following 


places: . 
On the Tigris above Samarra : 
A t  Diarbekr (stone). 
A t  Jeziret-ibn-'Omar (boat-bridge). 
A t  Mosul (boat-bridge). 
On the Euphrates : 
At  Deir ez-Zor (stone ; unfinished in 1917, completed only from r. 

bank to island ; thence to 1. bank 'floating ' (boat ?) bridge), 
A t  Jerabli~s (railway). 

s 2 
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On the Great Ziib : 
At  Eski Kelek on the Erbil-Mosul road (trestle-bridge capable of 

taking field-artillery, recently built), 
On the Lesser Zab : 
A t  Altun Koprii (a narrow bridge steeply arched, not passable 

for wheels). 
On the Batman SLI: 
Batman Koprti, west of Farqin on the Diarbekr-Bitlis road (stone), 
Stone or brick bridges are occasionally found on the smaller 

streams in and near the hills ;many of these are in  a more or less 
ruinous condition. I n  the mountains plank bridges for foot-
passengers or pack-animals occur ; these are liable to be s~vept away 
in flood-time. 

There are ferries (large pontoons, qztfc7ls, or keZe7;s) at  some of the 
principal river-crossings. 

The larger rivers are fordable in places during the low-water 
season (late summer and early autumn). The smaller stream-beds 
contain little if any water in the summer and autumn, but after rain 
or the melting of snow in the hills may become impassable for 
some time. 

(a) Mechanical transport : 
Before the war motor-cars had occasionally traversed some of the 

main routes in the plains of upper Mesopotamia and northern Irak. 
During the present war motor-lorries have been employed on the 

lines of communication of the British and Turkish forces. 
The following notes on the use of mechanical transport in Irak are 

taken from Field A70tes on n/Iesopotawzia, February 1917 : 
The most important types of vehicles in use are the Peerless, Fiat, 

and Napier motor-lorries. 
Climatic conditions are not favourable to mechanical transport. 

(i) The enormous variations in the temperature, ancl therefore in the 
density of the air, make the acljustment of the carburettor with the 
fixed mixture preparation almost impossible. (ii) The cooling effect 
of the radiator is materially reduced owing to the great heat pre- 
vailing in Irak during the summer months. The engine has there- 
fore to work at  an unusually high temperature, and this unfortunate 
circumstance is aggravated by the difficulty of obtaining suitable 
heavy oil. 

Difficulties are also caused by the alluvial soil of the plains and 
the lack of made roads. Anything heavier than a 30.cwt. lorry will 
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probably break through the desert crust and get bogged in the inud 
beneath. Where the ground is soft solid tyres will cut from the 
outset; so that pne~unatio tyres are allnost essential. The consump- 
tion of petrol is extraordinarily high (3-4 nliles per gallon for Peer- 
less lorries) owing to the impossibility of using the higher gears even 
in dry weather. In  wet weather i t  has been found that nlechanical 
transport is quite unable to move anywhere. 

The general conclusions with regard to motor transport in Irak 
have been summed up as follo\~~s : 

(1) Tveiglzt on road-Should be as small as possible. 
(2) Bearing szcrfnce of tu7)eels.-Should be relatively as large as 

l~ossible compared with power and weight of car. 
(3) 2'yres.-Should be pneumatic without exception. 
(4) Spri?zgs.- Strong springs absolutely essential, with an extra leaf 

in addition to the maker's usual syecification. This applies both to 
back and front springs. 

(5) Slhock-absorbers.-Should be fitted to rear 'springs. 
(6) B2cfet.s.-Buffers such as 'Nevajahs' should be fitted to all 

springs in addition to the shock-absorbers specified above. 
(7) Radiators.-Big radiators are absolutely necessary, preferably 

honeycomb. 
(8) Adjzcstnble extrcc air-i~zZets.-Are necessary. 
(9) Wltee1s.-Should be of metal, not wood. 
(10) Bodies.-Should be light. 

- (11) Spare parts.-These should be in  a proportion of at least 
16 per cent. This is one of the most important points of all. 

(b) Wheeled vehicles drawn by aninlals : 
The common name for all animal-drawn wheeled vehicles used ill 

the country or towns is nrctba. The followi~ig types may be 
distinguished : 

(i) The nraba or ydila. A light four-wheeled carriage on springs, 
drawn by 2 or 3 horses or mules. Tile whole body is covered by 
a rounded hood for protection against sun or bad weather. The. 
vehicle is entered from the side. It can hold 2 passengers comfort- 
ably, and will take up to 4 ;  2 l~e$sons can be stretched inside the 
lvagon. The front part forms the seat for the driver, and a fair 
amount of baggage can be carried behind. The hood-construction 
acts as a good protection if the carriage overturns, as sometimes 
happens in the hills. An  inferior make of this type is used for the 
transport of baggage or goods, taking perhaps up to 15 cwt, 

The width of the sraba's wheel-track is about 4 ft., the width ofl 
the body about 5 ft. 
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The hire of these carriages before the war cost &TlO-15 for the 
Baghdad-Aleppo and Aleppo-Mosul journeys and ST5-10 for the 
journey from Baghdad to Mosul. 

(ii) Omnibzcs. A four-wheeled covered coach, without springs; made 
of wood. It is drawn by 3 or 4 mules. I t  is square-shaped, and 
has the appearance of a primitive hotel omnibus. The entrance is at 
the back, and the seats, which run along the sides, can take ten or 
twelve persons. This vehicle is suitable only for passenger traffic 
and for routes on the flat. 

These omnibuses ply on the roads from Baghdad to Icerbeltl, 
Nejef, Hilla, Samarra, and Baqabeh. 

(iii) Gharrg (generally so called at Basra) or araba (genei~allyso 
called at Baghdad). A four-wheeled carriage on springs, drawn by 
1or 2 horses ; i t  will take 2 passengers comfortably, can hold 4. It 
is principally used in the larger towns, and is suitable for short 
journeys only. 

(iv) Carts of vario~zs types (two-wheeled or four-wheeled) are nlet 
with in northern Nesopotamia, but infrequently. They are used for 
heavy draught work and are drawn by bullocks or mules. 

(c) Transport animals : 
Alnlost all land transport in Mesoyotainia was still carried on by 

pack-animals before the war. 
Canze7s are used for pack-transport in the drier parts of the plains, 

especially in desert and open steppe, and also in  the lower hill- 
country. They are useless on marshy, muddy, or slippery soil. 

The usual pace of a camel-caravan is 2-2+ miles an hour, and its 
daily march would be generally 10-15 miles. 

The carrying capacity of the camel varies very considerably with 
different circumstances-the length of the journey, the character of 
the surface, the water and grazing obtainable en route, and the bulk 
of the load. Under favourable conditions a fairly strong camel may 
be expected to early 450-500 1b. (in two packages), and exceptional 
animals will take up to 600 1b. On the other hand 330 lb. is said 
to be the average for desert routes. 

See further on the camel pp. 182-4. 
Horses and ponies are used for draught or' pack work on the well- 

watered routes in the plains and on the less difficult roads in the hills. 
Baggage-ponies will generally carry a load of about 3001b. in two 

packages, and... under favourable conditions will move at about 
34-4 miles an hour. The usual day's march for these animals is 
about 20-26 miles. 

See further pp. 184-5. 



Mzcles are used as pack-animals i n  the hills, and are employed 
especially in the more mountainous country, where the roads are too 
difficult for horses. I n  the plains they are used mainly in drawing 
carriages and for military purposes. 

The pack-mule will usually carry a load of about 300 lb., and 
mule-caravans can move at about 3%-4miles an hour under favour- 
able circumstances, 20-25 miles being a fair day's march. 

See further pp. 185-6. 
(The circumstances mentioned above as affecting the carlying 

capacity of the camel also make a considerable difference to ponies 
and mules.) 

Donkeys are used as transport-animals everywhere, and especially 
for local, short-distance traEc. They will carry loads of 120-150 lb., 
and can generally do about 3 miles an hour. 

See further p. 186. 
Bullocks are employed in some districts of upper Mesopotamia on 

specially heavy draught work, and for carting agricultural produce, &c. 

Htuns (caravanserais) are found in  towns, in  some of the larger 
villages, and at halting-places on some of the main routes. They 
are quadrangular enclosures containing a courtyard in  which beasts 
are tethered. Round this courtyard, in  the inside of the outer wall, 
are alcoves which are used as rooms and sometimes as stables. I n  
the larger k7tans there is an upper story with rooms for travellers. 

There is usually a well either in  or close to the 7chun. Beasts are 
watered either from this, or, where possible, from a neighbouring 
stream or canal. Fodder can generally be obtained at a kltan, being 
purchased either from the k7tapzji or from sellers who bring it to the 
hostel. I n  the same way fuel is often brought to the khan for sale, 
and occasionally vegetables, kc. But supplies usually, and some- 
times fuel and fodder, have to be purchased in the bazaar. 

Eltuns are generally dirty and insanitary. 
Charges are trifling. There is a fixed charge for beasts, but fok 

their personal accommodation travellers pay as they choose. Sonie 
k7tuns i n  Mesopotamin are endowed by pious founders and provide 
Moslem pilgrims with free accommodation, but most are privately 
owned or leased by the Government. 
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(a) The Shatt el-'Arab and Tigris up to Baghdad. 

(i) Persian Gulf--Basra. The Shatt el-'Arab can be ascended as 
far as Basra by ocean-going vessels, but its navigation is impeded 
by a large bar at its mouth. It has been reported, however, that this 
bar can probably be dredged so as to allow the passage of vessels of 
25-26 ft. draught. So long as it remains undredged vessels of more 
than 11ft. draught have to wait for the flood, vessels of about 20 ft. 
draught can cross at high-water springs, and vessels of about 17 ft. 
at neaps. Vessels drawing more than 20 ft. are lightened outside 
the bar, or complete their loading there, according as they are 
inward or outward bound. 

There is anchorage in 34-48 ft. of water in Basra reach. Since 1915 
a number of wharves which can accommodate ocean-going steamers 
have been built a t  Magil 6 miles upstream of the Ashar Creek. 
Railway tracks are here run alongside the discharging berths, which 
are so arranged that four or five steamers can unload at the same 
time, and warehouses have been built immediately opposite. 
Travelling cranes have also been provided. 

Since 1916 one ocean-wharf has been built at Basra, besides various 
departmental wharves ; under a revised system of port organization 
ocean-going vessels are to be dealt with at Magil (11 berths) and Nahr 
Umar (2 berths). 

A large repair workshop for river-steamers was erected on the 
river front in 1916. The construction of a dry dock for river- 
steamers was taken in hand. This was afterwards stopped, and 
work was begun on two slipways, the larger of which would be 
suitable for the biggest boats plying on the Tigris. 

Before the war there was a small dock, with workshops, in Magil 
Creek. Only small repairs on river-steamers could be done here. 
- (ii) Basra-Bag7tdad (500 miles). Practicable throughout the year 
for suitable steamers (i. e. with independent engines, good ground 
gear, and steam capstans fore and aft) drawing 4 ft., but at the worst 
places all steamers stick frequently in low water and have to be 
hauled through shallows. I n  high water depths of 20 ft. and more 
can be found except on Kurna bar and in the worst stretches 
between Ezra's Tomb and Qal'at Salih, where about 13 ft. of water 
is to be expected. 

Width of river 200-500 yds., except in the narrows between 
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Ezra's Tomb and Qal'at Salih, where in places it is only 65-76 yds. 
Current about 1+ m.p.h. i n  low water; in flood-times i t  may be 
6 m.p.h. or more, and averages about 4 m.p.h. 

The greatest difficulties are to be found : (1) in the reaches above 
mentioned from Ezra's Tomb up to Qal'at Salih, where, owing to 
the great volume of water spilt from the river-bed down large canals 
above Qal'at Salih, the channel narrows and shallows ; moreover 
the bends here are very frequent and sharp ; (2) at  places between 
Kut el-Amara and Baghdad, where there are banks of silt which 
give much trouble in low water. 

Besides the seasonal variations in the state of the river, changes 
are constantly taking place which more or less alter the details of 
navigation from year to year. When the river is falling in  the 
summer the channels take some time to form and are often very 
erratic. 

The inlprove~nent of the waterway of the Tigris has been under 
consideration, and certain measures have already been taken : 

(i) K~zrna-Amara. 
c Some work has already been done to improve conditions in the 
narrows between Ezra's Tomb and Qal'at Salih. 

The measures that have been recommended include the following : 
(1) Restriction of the amount of water taken off by the larger 

canals, so far as may be consistent with the needs of agriculture; 
closure of unimportant and useless channels. 

I n  1916 a weir was built at  the head of 'the illichl~yeh canal, 
where the loss of water from the main channel was then most 
serious. Later i t  was found that there was serious danger from the 
increasing spill of water down the Jehnleh (Chahala) canal at  Amara. 
A bar which had previously acted as a weir at the head of this 
canal had disappeared, and more and more water was here escaping 
from the river-bed. I n  the spring of 1917 measures to check this 
process mere under consideration. 

(2) Dredging of narrowest parts of the navigation channel. 
(3) Conservancy regulations, to prevent the Arabs of the neigh- 

bourhood from cutting canals at the river-bends, and from reclaiming 
land on the river-bank by means of brushwood groynes. 

(4) Construction of retired bunds or levees in order to provide for 
the ultimate flow of the bulk of the river's flood-waters down the 
regenerated channel. 

The digging of new cuts across the bends would not be safe 
unless a careful survey had made it  possible to foretell what would 
be the effect on the river dom~lstream. 
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-	 (ii) Amara-Kut el-Amara. 
Measures recommended are : 
(I) Maintenance and improvement of existing bunds, and con-

struction of new bunds. 
(2) Restriction of the amount of water taken off by irrigation- 

channels so far as may be consistent with the needs of agriculture ; 
closure of unimportant and useless channels. 

(iii) Kut el-Amara-Baghdad. 
The frequency of banks of silt in  this part of the river is due largely 

to the untrained condition of the river-bed and the very winding 
course which it follows. ' Bandalling ', or the construction of groynes 
of bamboos and reed-matting at  the upper ends of sand-banks so as 
to increase the size of the banks, proved successful in the summer of 
1917. The digging of new cuts across the bends (as the Turks cut 
the bend below Ctesiphon, 1915) might, unless based on a most care- 
ful examination of local conditions, have undesirable consequences. 

(b) The'Euphrates up to Fellnjeh. 
The lower Euphrates is navigable for laden native boats of the 

larger or smaller types according to the season and the conditions 
on the different stretches or channels of the river. I n  the years 
before the war small steamers had occasionally made the journey 
from Kurna to the Hindiyeh Barrage; but in low water steamers 
and fully laden native boats of the larger kinds could not pass the 
shallows in the lakes, or the mud bars which occurred here and there, 
and especially near the entrances and exits of the lakes. Conditions 
have now been somewhat improved by dredging between Kurna and 
Nssiriyeh, but the shallows of the Bahr-i-Shinafiyeh are apparently 
still impassable in low water for anything but the smallest, or quite 
lightly laden, native craft. The navigable arms of the river are in  
parts narrow and tortuous. The details of navigation are liable to 
change from year to year.. 

(i) Kzcma-iViisir$yeh. 
I n  high water steamers drawing 5 ft. can pass from Kurna to 

Ngsiriyeh. Up to -1916 steamers and 1arge.native boats fullyladen could 
not reach Snq esh-Shuyakh in  low water owing to shallows on the 
Chubeish bar, the Hammar Lake, and the Hnqiqeh bar. Dredging 
operations were undertaken in  the autumn of 1916 in order to open 
tt channe1,for the low-water season. In 1915 and 1916 the main navi- 
gation channel between the Hammar Lake and Siiq esh-Shuyiikh had 
followed the Haqiqeh arm, the Haqiqeh dam having been destroyed 
by the British i n  1915 ; but as rice-cultivation in  the neighbourhood 
was clependellt on this dam i t  was reconstructed, and the BIezlaq 
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channel was improved for navigation, the bar obstructing its eastern 
end being apparently dredged. From Siiq esh-Shuyiikh to Nasirsyeh 
there are ample depths a t  a11 seasons. 

Between Kurna and the Hammar Lake the width of the channel 
is 180-160 yds.; the Mezlaq channel was reported in 1915 to be only 
25 yds. wide for the first 2 miles above its mouth ; from Siiq esh- 
Shuyiikh to Nasifiyeh the average width is 150-200 yds. The 
current is slight to Siiq esh-Shuyiikh, thence to Nasirryeh it is 
reported to be 2%-3knots. 

Large native boats navigate from Gurmat 'Ali to the RIezlaq 
channel across the -Euphrates 7 c 7 m  in high water. 

(ii) Nusir.~ye7t-Samalceh. 
Navigation on this stretch appears to be easy. A steamer drawing 

3 ft. 2 in. made good running here in February. The width of the 
river is  said to be about 800 yds. to Duriiji? and from there to 
Samsweh about 50-120 yds. 

(iii) Sccmiizoe7t-Hi1zclh~e7~ Bawage (Hindiyeh branch). 
The navigation channel in 1913 followed the Shatt Khansar be- 

tween Samaweh and Shinnfiyeh, crossed the Bahr-i-Shiniifiyeh, and 
thence proceeded up the Shsmiyeh channel to Icifl. 

A steamer drawing 3ft. 2 in. made this voyage in February 1912 
and at  the beginning of July 1913, but in the months when the 
river is lowest only small bellams, or large Zjellanzs laden to not more 
than one-third of their capacity, can crosa the Bahr-i-Shinafiyeh. 
There is a bar at  the southern entrance to the Shinafiyeh Lake, where 
in February 1912 there was less than 23 ft. of water. Navigation on 
the lake i s  difficult and variable. The Shamiyeh channel had 4-7 ft. 
of water in July 1913. I ts  width was generally 50-150yds., but 
navigation was somewhat hampered by irrigation-dams which left 
only a narrow fairway with a strong current. 

The Kiifeh channel from the Bahr-i-Shinafiyeh to Kifl is prac- 
ticable only for small native boats. 

Depths on the Hindiyeh branch have been reduced by the Hindiyeh 
Barrage, and in 1917 they were further decreased owing to the 
cutting by the Turks of the Saqlawiyeh dam (near Ram~diyeh), 
lvhich has now been repaired. 

(iv) Sarnc~.zue7~-Hilla Begzclator (Hilla branch). 
This arm is probably navigable for large native craft and small 

~teamers i n  high water, the Hilla Regulator. being open. Exact 
lnforrnation is not available. 

(v) Hil~di$clz Barrages and Hilla Regzclatot: 
The Old Hindiyeh Barrage, near the head of the Hindiyel~ branch 

alld about 6 miles below Nuseyil, practically blocks navigation, 
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though empty native craft can be hauled or shot over it in  high 
water. 

The New Barrage (about $ mile above the Old) and the Hilla 
Regulator (about +mile above the New Barrage) are not passable for 
large river-steamers, as their navigation locks are only 26+ ft. wide. 
. (vi) Hifzcliye7~ Barrage-FeZlt?je7~. ' 

Depths on this stretch are reported to be 3i-6;ft. in  low water 
and average 18ft. in flood. The width of the river is generally 
150-300 yds. Current in  January about 2 n1.p.h. 

(c) Shatt el-Hai (Shatt el-Gharaf). 
. The Shatt el-Hai affords a waterway oilly in the high-water season ; 

in low water it is practically dry. 
It is reported that river-steamers drawing 44 ft. can navigate from 

Kut el-Anlara to Abu 11C1ahau from February to June, and native 
craft drawing up to 2$ ft. can generally use this part of the channel 
in  July and December. 

From Abu Mahau to Decha Suweij (20-25 miles from Niisir~yeh) 
the channel is  about 12 ft. broad and 2; ft. deep in  high water. 

There is in normal years no water communication between Decha 
Suweij and Nasiriyeh, though i n  exceptionally high \vatel; in 1915, 
the Turks sent colivoys of snlall BelZuco~asto the Euphrates about 
5 miles below N~siriyeh by the Umm Jemal canal. I n  high water 
large bellanas can generally pass from the Euphrates to the K h ~ r  
Huseiniyeh and reach the north-eastern limit of that lake, about 
6 miles from Decha Suweij. 

The only reliable waterway between the Shatt el-Hai and the 
Euphrates is the Nahr Beidhs or Beda'ah, which takes off from the 
Shatt el-Hai about 2 miles above Shatrat el-Muntefiq and runs to the 
Hammar Lake. This is practicable for large bellams from December 
to July. 

The Nahr Hamzeh or Sllatt el-Ibriihim branches from the Shatt 
el-Hai about 20 miles below Shatrat el-Muntefiq and discharges into 
the Hammar Lake. This is passable for small bellants from December 
to July. 

(d) The Diyaleh. 
The Diyaleh is navigable by safilze7is in high water to within a few 

pliles of the Hamrin hills. In March 1917 H.11.S. Sto?zefly ascended 
the river to Baqabeh. I n  the low-water season there is no waterway 
on the Diyaleh, its supply being diverted near the Hamrin hills 
into the Khzilis and other canals. 
. The river follows a tortuous course, and is 60-150yds. broad. 
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The passing of upward and downward-bound vessels might cause 
difficulty owing to the sharp bends and the high banks which 
restrict the range of vision. Current 3 m.p.h. in  the lower reaches, 
gradually increasing to 4 m.p.h, 

Prific@ccl Waterzoays in Arabistan 

(a) The Kariin. 
(i)From Mo7tammccre7z to hT&zir3. 
The Icnriin up to the Ahtvsz-N~ziri rapids is generally navigable 

for vessels of 5-6 ft. draught, but in low water vessels drawing only 
3i  ft. may have difficulty at  places within 20 miles of Nazin. Width 
about 300 yds. Current 5-7 m.p.h. in a high river, and about 
2-2; m.p.h. in  low water. 

The Naziri rapids are passable by towing, but even native boats 
find great difficulty here in a l o~v  or very high river. The rapids 
have twice been ascended by craft under steam. Usually cargoes 
are landed below the rapids at  Naziri and transported to Ahwsz at 
their upper end. 

(ii) From Al~zoazto S7taleili. 
From Ahwsz _shallow-draught steamers can navigate the Ksriin to 

Shaleili on the Ab-i-Gargar branch of the rivel; about 70 miles above 
Ahwaz and 74 miles below Shushtar. Dar-i-Khazineh, where are 
the A.P.O. Co.'s sheds, and from which a cart-road leads to Maidan- 
i-Naftnn, is 4-5 miles below Shaleili. 

It is reported that a little blasting would open up the channel at  
Shushtar. 

( b )  The Bahmsn Shrr. 
The Bahman Shir mouth of the Kariin is navigable for about 

30 miles from the Persian Gulf by vessels drawing 7 ft., but in  the  
upperinost 14-15 miles i t  is very shallow, the channel being ob- 
structed by mud-flats. Native sea-going boats cannot pass the shoals 
of the upper Bahmsn Shir without waiting for the tide, which here 
makes a difference of about 9 ft. 

(c)  The ~ b - i - ~ i z .  
The Ab-i-Diz was ascended in  August 1892 by a stern-wheeler 

drawing 24 ft. as far as Umm el-Wstwiyeh 20 miles from Dizf~l. 
But a recent report states that, while the Diz is navigable by country 
boats (for some little distance' above its junction with the Karan, 
even in  the flood season of 1916 boats failed to get within 25 miles 
of Shush (i. e. perhaps about 40 miles of Dizftil). 
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( c l )  Marid Canal. 
There is bellat~z traffic between Mohammareh and Felliili~yeh by 

the Marid-Fellahiyeh canal. 

Prificipal Waterzoays ir, Upper iklesopotanzia 
(a) The Euphrates from Birijik to Fellrijeh. 
The middle Euphrates has up till now been used mainly for 

downstream traffic by shakhtars (see p. 292) from Birijik, or, since 1914, 
from Jerablas or Meskeneh. Steamers have occasionally navigated 
the river, and an experiment was made in  1911 with two large and 
powerful motor-boats ; but of these latter one was wrecked and the 
other was subsequently transferred to the Tigris. 
. (i) Downstream navigation. (1) Sha?;7zt~rs take from about 14 to 

about 45 days from Jerablas or Birijik to Fellajeh, according to the 
state of the river, the wind, &c. (2) Steamers drawing 3-4 ft. and 
motor-launches have done the  journey from Meslreneh to Fellajeh, 
but only in a full river would the journey be fairly safe. 

(ii)Upstream navigation. (1) Native craft do not navigate upstream 
of Hit  owing to the swiftness of the current, especially at the rapids. 
S7~akhturs are towed back empty. (2) Light-draught steamers can 
ascend to Meskeneh in  high water, but progress would be slo\v, and 
it has been reported that a speed of 12 knots would be needed to 
nlake head against the current between Hi t  and Anah. In lorn 
water the upstream journey would be dangerous, perhaps impractic- 
able, for steamers. 

From a report of 1903 it would appear that navigation (especially 
in the months of mean water) could be improved by considerable 
~ngineering works _at the rapids below Hadiseh between Hi t  and 
Anah, at those off Anah town, and at those of -4bu Quba'i. and El- 
Hammam above Raqqah. The dams of the water-wheels (naurs) 
which occur on some stretches of the river help to impede navigation. 

The Germans are said to have improved the waterway since 1914, 
but details are lacking. It seems that they have placed life-saving 
apparatus at  dangerous places, and have destroyed a number of 
qzazcrs. 

(b)  The Tigris from Diarbekr to Baghdad. 
The upper and middle Tigris is an important waterway for down- 

stream traffic, the craft in  use being rafts on inflated skins (keleks; 
see p. 291). 

. (i) Diarbekr-NosuZ (?about 335 miles). The times taken by 
kele7cs on this stretch of the river are reported to vary from about 
4 to about 20 days, according to the state of the rivel; the wind, Bc. 
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Rocks and whirlpools make navigation difficult and sometvhat 
dangerous in the gorges between the mouth of the Batman Su and 
Hasan Kaif, and again between the Bohtan and Jeziret-ibn-'Omar. 
Rapids also occur in  the stretch between Jezrret-ibn-'Omar and 
Mosul. 

(ii) Moszcl-Baghdad (?about 300 miles). Times taken by keleks 
vary from about 3 to about 15 days (or 2-10 days to Samarra), 
according to the state of the river, the wind, kc. 

Saf2fiehs can ascend from Baghdad to Samarra (106 miles by river) 
in high water. It appears that in low water they would have to be 
unloaded and portaged over shallow places. 

With regard to steamer navigation satisfactory information is not 
available. It seems that in tt high river (April-June) steamers 
drawing 4%ft. can ascend to Tekrit (140 miles above Baghdad), while 
steamers of 3%-4 ft. draught can reach Qal'ah Sherghat (about 
220 miles above Baghdad). I n  low water (September-November) 
steamers drawing 3+ ft. or more cannot navigate above Baghdad ; 
but the shallow-draught steamer JzcZnar is said to have been able to 
reach Samarra a t  that season. 

Before 1017 there had been hardly any navigation of the river 
above Sarn;~rra by steamers. I n  1839 the Eupltrates (3 ft. draught) 
reached Sult.an 'Abdallah 40-45 miles below BIosul. I n  the spring 
of 1917 a number of Turkish steamers, drawing 3+4+ ft., passed 
llpstream of Baghdad, and one, the Mtalifa, drawing about 39 ft., 
reached Haji 'Ali a few miles below Kaiyara and about 20-25 mlles 
above Qal'ah Sherghat ; she there went aground. 

The current is strong. Rocks which endanger navigation occur 
above Samarra, and rapids are formed by rocks or ledges of shingle. 
It is believed that, if the rocks forming the principal obstacles to 
navigation were removed by blasting, shallow-draught steamers of 
considerable power could ascend to Mosul. 

(c) The Lesser Zsb. 
This river is navigable by 7;eleks from Taktak (about 45 miles 

above Altun Kijprii) to its junction with the Tigris. There is a good 
deal of keZe7; traffic from Altun Kiiprii and Baghdad, but in  low 
water fieleks of the larger ltind, carlying goods, do not usually 
travel on the Lesser Znb. 

Usual times for keleks from Altun Koprii to the Tigris axe : in high 
\vater, 12-24 hrs. ; in low water, about 3 days. 

It is possible that small steamers of considerable power could 
navigate the Lesser Z2b in high water as far as Altun Kiipru. There 
are rocks and rapids in the channel, and in  low water depths in 
places are only 1-2 ft. 
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River Transport irt Irak 

(a)  Steamers and Notor-vessels. 
Typical classes of steam river-craft now in use are : (i) Improved 

Medjedieh class : 225 ft. long, 62 ft. beam, 44 ft. draught, independent 
paddles. (ii) Stern-wheelers : 150 ft. long, 35 ft. beam, 4%ft. draught. 
(iii) Tugs : (1) independent paddles : 115 ft. long, 39+ ft. beam, 44 ft. 
draught ; (2) tunnel-screws: 81+ ft. long, 17 ft. beam, 3$ ft. draught. 
All these classes use oil-fuel. iY1otor-craft are of many types, but for 
general purposes a 40-ft. launch of 30 h.p. is used. 

(b)  Native Craft. 
(i) The safznelh or malzeilelh is a type of native sailing-vessel used on 

the rivers of Irak. It is common on the Shatt el-'Arab and Tigris 
from Basra up to Samarra, and safi~zeltsof the smaller kinds are 
found on the Euphrates. Safirtehs are built nlainly at  Basra. 

I t  appears that, while saf3nell is the general name for craft of this 
type, the word maheilelh is used for large safinelzs. 

The suftneh may be from 30 to 80 ft. long, with a beam about 
one-third of its length. Its carrying capacity may be 10-75 tons, 
according to size, and a large saftneh may hold up to 60 passengers. 
Draught, when fully loaded, 3-4 ft. Crew, 3-15 men ; the captain 
of the saf3nelz is called the nokada. 

The saf3lzeh is built with considerable sheer, giving the nlidship 
portion a freeboard of about a foot only when the vessel is fully 
loaded, while the gunwale at  bow and stern is several feet above 
water. The safinelh is an open boat, but the larger sizes have a poop, 
and all have a steering platform aft as well as a small forecastle deck 
for working ground tackle and for poling. 

The bow is pointed (the stern also to a lesser degree), and the lines 
of the vessel are fine. There is one mast, carrying a lateen sail, and 
the vessel is steered with an ordinary tiller and a broad rudder. 

Against the wind, or against the current when there is no following 
wind, the safineh is  towed or poled along the shallow water close to 
the river-bank. Towing is done by means of a long rope attached 
to the top of the mast. Usual speeds are: 

Baghdad-Basra : high water, 4-7 days ; low water, 2-3 weeks. 
Basra-Baghdad : high water, 2-3 weeks ; low water, 5-7 weeks. 
A great deal of time is lost on the upstream journeys owing to the 

frequent necessity of towing. 
Cost of construction, &loo-$250. 
Average freights, Baghdad-Basra 15s.-26s. per ton d . ~ .  
The bagltakak, used for lightering on the Shatt el-'Arab, has a hulr 
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shaped like that of a saf~9zelt. I t  is generally poled, but with a fol- 
lowing wind a small mast and sail may be used. A large Bag7talal~ 
may talre 100 nien or 20 horses. 

(ii) The dnlzak is a sailing-vessel found principally on the Euphrates, 

though large dannh  are to be met with on the Tigris. 


The clancrk is 30-40 ft. long, and is generally of from 9 to 11 tons 
burden. I t  is an open boat, pointed at bow and stern, with a ylat- 
form at  each end. The stem and stern-post rise above the gunwale, 
but the clavzak is not built so low amidships as the saftjzek. The 
hull is coated with bitumen. The vessel may be either sailed or 
polecl ; there is one mast with a lateen sail. 

The clanak is a much clumsier-loolting craft than the safznelb, and 
is lighter and less strong in its constr~zction. It is used mainly for 
light bullry cargoes such as date-stalks. 

(iii) The bellanz is used on the Shatt el-'Arab and the canals taking 
off from that river. Large cargo bellanls are also found on the lower 
Euphrates. 

The small bellanz as seen at Basra (bellam Asltari) is  long and 
narrow, somewhat resembling the Venetian gondola. I t  is about 
20 ft. i n  length, and 3 ft. in its greatest beam. Tlle bellat~bis flat- 
bottomed, and draws very little water. It is generally poled, but 
can also be rowed! paddled, or sailed. There is a platform at  either 
end. The bellatn is usually poled by two men (one on the fore plat- 
form alid one on the aft, or both for~vard), and steered by a third 
with a paddle. These boats are used for passengers and small 
goods traffic. 

The large belln~~zs(nmgiyelt) are used as lighters or cargo-boats. 
They may be as much as 60 ft. in length, :uid carry 9-60 tons, 
according to size. 

(iv) The rnashltaf is a canoe used in southern I1.ali on the marshes 
of the lower Tigris and Euphrates. It is the chief means of loco- 
motion possessed by the Ma'adan, or 'marsh Arabs', of this region. ' 

The ordinary nzas1~1~0,fis 15-20 ft. in length, and can hold up to 4 
or 5 persons. It is constructed of light planks or reeds, and is 
covered with bitumen. It can be rapidly propelled by a man wit11 
a paddle who sits aft. 

A larger type of ?~zasltl~t~f,called Eaiyuriyelb, has a iilast and sail. 
It is built of thin planking and is covered with bitumen. 

( v )  The q26felt, n 'kind of coracle, is found principally on the Tigris 
in the neighbourliood of Baghdad, but is also met with elsewhere on 
the Tigris and on the Euphrates. Between Samarra and Baghdad 
it is used for downstrean1 navigation as well as for ferrying ; else-

YES, I T 
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where, chiefly for the latter purpose. Large maheile7bs sometimes 
have a qzc$eAas a dinghy. 

The qzcfe7h is circular in shape and made of wicker-work thickly 
coated with bitumen. Qzcfe7~sare generally 4-5 ft. in diameter, but 
some are only 3 ft. 8 in. across, others as much as 10 ft. Their 
depth varies from 25 to 34 ft. A normal-sized qzcfeh will carry 
4-5 passengers, but a very large one will hold 20 persons, or one 
camel and sevel.:il passengers. The g24$Elais usually paddled by two 
men. I t  is not handy to work upstream. 

River Transport in Arabktan 
(a) Steamers. 
The Ksran between Mohammareh and Nsziri was navigated before 

the war by the following steamers : 
Malamir, Messrs. Lynch & Co., 3 ft. 10 in. draught, 110 tons 

capacity, taking 600 passengers, besides 6 first-class, and capable of 
towing 2 barges of 60-70 tons. Usual times, 36 hours up (with halts), 
and 14 hours down. 

Nasrat, Naziri Company (Mu'in ut-Tujjar), 3 ft. 4 in. draught, 
65 tons capacity, taking 200 passengers, besides 4 first-class, and 
capable of towing 2 barges of 50 tons. Usual times, 36 hours up 
(with halts), and 14 hours down. 

On the Ksrnn between Ahw2z and Shaleili there were the following 
steamers : 

Sl~;us7lan,Persian Government, worked by Messrs. Lynch & Co., 
2 ft. 6 in. draught, 50 tons capacity, capable of towing 1 barge of 
40 tons. Usual times, 36 hours up and 12 hours down. 

Mzcavilz (?), Naziri Company (&fucin ut-Tujjar), 2 ft. 6 in. draught, 
20 tons capacity, taking 150 passengers, and capable of towing 
1 barge of 40 tons. 

It was reported in 1916 that 'when the Anglo-Persian Oil Com- 
pany's stern-wheeler Antinige7~is above the rapids with barges she 
can tow two 80-ton barges to Dar-i-Kazineh in 24 hours '. 

(b)  Native Craft. 
Safinel~s (nla7tcileRs) and bellams are used for transport on the 

Karan. Bellams are used on the canals of the FeIlahiyeh district,, 
and wzashi~ufson the marshes of the Karkeh. On these types of 
craft see above, pp. 288-9. 

River Trans-ort in Upper ~Vesopotctmiu 
(a) Steatlzers and Motor-vessels. 
Before the war there was no regular service of steamers on tbe 

middle Tigris and Euphrates, though experiments had been made. 
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I n  1836 Chesney descended the Euphrates fro111 Birijilr with two 
steamers, lost one of them at  El-Qaim, ancl with the other (~vhich 
drew 3 ft.) reached Basra. I n  1870 Midhat Pnslla, then vali of 
Baghdad, started a service of two small steamers between Fellajeli 
and Meskeneh. But this mas soon discontinued ; it appears that one 
of the vessels was wrecked on the roclts just below Ardeshir near 
Anah. I n  1911 two large and powerful motor-boats (length, 65 ft. ; 
draught, 2%ft.) were placed on the river. One of these was soon 
afterwards wrecked, and the other mas withdrawn. Since 1914 the 
Turks have apparently used motor-boats, and possibly small stern- 
wheelers. on parts of the middle Euphrates. (See further p. 286.) 

The Tigris was ascended in 1889 by the ss. Ezy7mtes (3 ft. 
draught) as far as Sultnn 'Ahdullah, about 40 miles by river below 
Mosul. Between 1539 and 1917 light-draught steamers had very 
rarely gone above Samarra, and none had passed above the Hamrin 
hills. A small steam-launcl~ plied fairly regularly between Samarr;r 
and Baghdad. The German archaeological expeditio~l at  Qal'ah 
Sherghat used a motor-boat on that part of the river. 

It is reported that in  the flood-season of 1917 the IfiaZifn,drawing 
3; ft. or 4 ft. according to load, reached Haji 'Ali, a few miles 
downstream of Kaiyam, and about 55 miles by river from Ik1osul. 
Other Turkish steamers then reached various points between Tekrit 
and Haji 'Ali. It is reported that motor-boats are being constructed 
in  Germany for use on the Tigris. 

(b )  llrative Craft. 
(i) The kele76, a raft supported on inflated skins, is used for down- 

stream navigation, principally on the Tigris from Diarbekr to Baghdad 
and on tlle Lesser Zab from Altun Kiiprii, and occasionaily on the 
lower courses of the chief tributaries of the Tigris other than the 
Lesser Znb. (Outside our area there is kelelr; navig;ttion on the Frat 
Su ancl &Iul.~d S u  in  Armenia.) There are also keZe7c ferries on the 
upper Tigris and on the Tigris tribut,aries, as well as on the upper 
K~ri in .  

The 7iele7c consists of a square platform of timber built up 'with 
layers of poles to a thickness of 12-2 ft., and then-covered with 
rough planks. On the under side and round the edges of this plat- 
form are attached inflated skins, the number of which varies froin 
60 toSSOO, according to the size of the raft. A sinall hut or tent can 
be erected on the raft to serve as a cabin. . 

The carrying capacity of a kelek may be from 5 to 35 tons. A 
raft of 200 skins is said to be about 20 ft. by 30 ft. 

The klek  can move do~nst~rearn only, and is steered by means of 
T 2 
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two roughly fashioned oars. I n  hot weather the exposed parts of 
the inflated skins have to be constantly splashed with water to 
prevent them from burstihg. I n  the intense summer heats the 
larger ke7efis carrying merchandise rarely navigate, but the smaller 
types used for passenger traffic travel on the Tigris and Lesser Zab 
throughout the year. Adverse winds greatly delay progress, and 
may make it impossible for days. 

On arrival a t  their destination, the rafts are dismantled, the wood 
sold, and the skins retanned and conveyed by pack-transport to the 
point of departure. 

Rafts from Diarbekr usually stop at;Nosul. Rafts from JTosul go 
down to Baghdad, but raftmen (7ielekji~) are changed at Tekrit. The 
crew of the raft usually nunlbers 2 or 4 men. 

Normal times for 7ceZek journeys are : 
&Iosul-Baghdad, 2-4 days in high water ;8-15 days in low water. 
Altun K6prii-Confluence of Lesser Zab and Tigris, 10 hours in 

high water ; 2-3 days in low water. 
The hire of a ke7e7c is reckoned according to the nunlber of skins, 

Before the war a small raft could be hired for the journey from 
DIosul to Baghdad for about 25-28. 

(ii) Shak7tt.iirs, flat-bottomed boats, navigating do~vnstream only, 
used on the Euphrates between Birijik and Felltijeh ; they some-
tinies descend the river as far as Museyib or the Hindiyeh Barrage. 
Before the war they were built only at Birijik ; since 1914they have 
been constrncted at other places on the Euphrates for use on the 
Turkish lines of conlmunicittion (s7za7il~tiir-building has been reported 
as occurring at  Jerabltis, Deir ez-Zor, Anah, and Hit,). 

They are oblong iu shape, 18 ft. long, 8 ft.. wide, with ,z depth 
ft. When fully loaded they 

draw 1 s  ft. The bottom consists of tree-trunks sawn in half, beneath 
which flat boards are nailed ; and a flooring of flat boards is fastened 
1 ft, above the bottom. The sides and ends of the boats consist of 
flat boards roughly nailed together, the interstices being stuffed with 
rags daubed with bitumen. One boat carries about 5 tons. SlraMt~rs 
almost always travel in pairs, fastened together side by side. They 
are steered by clunlsy sweeps, pulled in the bo\v, and are so un- 
manageable that they can travel only in a flat calm. They are liable 
to be stopped by the slightest wind. The times taken by shakhtars 
on their journeys vary enormously according to the state of the 
river and the wind. The journey from Birijik to Felliijeh may 
take from 12 to 50 days or more. 

Sltuklrt.iirs-take merchandise downstrenn~ and are towed back empty, 
usually by Ansh men. 

2; flooring of about tofrom gunwale 
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Lozoer Jfesopota~)~ia (Soutl~of Bagltdacl) 
(u) The Indo-European Telegraph Department's cable from India 

is landed at Fao. 
(6) There is a land line from Fiio to Basra by the right banlr of 

the Shatt el-'Arab. This line is connected with Mohammareh. 
(c) Before the war a Turkish line ran from Basra to Baghdad 

via Kurna and the Tigris. 
Branches from this line urere : (i) I h t  el-Amara-Kut el-Hai ; 

(ii) Kut el-Amara-Bedrah-Mandnli-Shahraban (on the Baghdad 
-Khanikin line ; see below, under ' Upper Mesopotalnia '). 

(d) Before the war a Turkish line ran from Basra to Baghdad via 
Kurna and the Euphrates, passing by Hilla. 

Branches from this line were : (i) Hilla-Nejef ; (ii) Hilla-
Hindiyeh-Kerbela ; (iii) Museyib-ICerbela-Nejef. 

(e) There is a telegraph line from 3Iohammareh to Ahwaz, 
Shushtar, Dizfnl, and Shush. 

( f )  From Ahwaz to Bushire there is a line via Behbehan and 
Borazjun. 

(g) There is now telegraphic communication between Basra and 
Ko~veit. 

(78) There were wireless stations at the beginning of 1917 at  
Basra, Amara, the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's field a t  Maidan-i- 
Naftan, Bahrein, Bushire, and Harjano. 

(i) The Anglo-Persian Oil Company have an overhead telephone 
from Maidsn-i-Naftnn to 'Abbadan Island (following the pipe-line), 
with a branch to Mohammareh. 

( j )  Telephone systems have been introduced at Basra and elsewhere. 

Upper 1Vesopotatnia (ATortlh of Baglidad) 

(a) Before the war tho following Turkish telegraph lines ran north 
from Baghdad. 

(i) To i\lIosul and Diarbekr (for Constantinople) via Bsqabeh, 
Icufii, ICirlruk, Altun Kijprii, Erbil, Nosul, Zakho, Jeziret-ibn-'Oinar, 
nlidiat, Mard~n. 

[From Diarbelrr the liue is continued to Kharput and Sivas, and 
thence across Anatolia uin Angora.] 

(iij To Khaniltin viu Baqabeh, Shallroban, and Qizil Ribat. . 

[From Ichanikin the line was continued across the Persian frontier 
to Kirmanshah and Tehran.] 

(iii) To S;im?rra via ICazimain and Beled. 



294, COMBIUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORT 

(iv) To Aleppo by the Euphrates valley via Felltijeh, Hrt, ~ n n h ,  
Deir ez-Zor, Bleskeneh. 

(b) There is now a telegraph line from Aleppo to Nisibin following 
the Baghdad Railway. 

Before the war Nisibin had telegraphic coinn~unication with Mardrn 
on the Mosul-Diarbekr line. 

(c) From Aleppo to Diarbekr there is a telegraph line via Biiijik, 
Urfeh, and Severelc. 

(d) Besides the Baghdad-IChanikin line inentioned above there 
were before the war the follo~ving telegraph lines in  the direction of 
the Persian frontier : 

(i) Icirkuk (on the Baghdad-Mosul line)-Suleimaniyeh via 
Chemchemal. From Suleimaniyeh there n7ere lines to Shehr Bazar 
and Gulambar respectively. 

(ii) Erbil (on the Baghdad-Mosul line) '-QLll'ah Dizeh (Hamx- 
diyeh) via Icoi Sanjak. 

(iii) Erbil-Rayat ~ i aRowa~iduz. 
(e) Dialbekr-Van via Farqin, Zolth, Sairt, and Bitlis a (with 

branches from Zokh to Hazro and Kulp, and from Vostan, on the 
southern shore of Lake Van, to Shattakh). 

Van 3-Serai via Archag. 

Van--Bash Qal'ah. 

Bash Qal'ah-Julamerk. 

B ~ s h  Qalcah-Dizeh 2nd Keri (Sheinsdinan). 

Biish Qalhh-Dilman (for Urlnia or Tabriz). 


1 Froxii ErbiI, besides the  lines totvards tlie Persian frontier, there is a line to 
Makhmtir on tlie western side of the Qara Chok Dagh. 

2 Bitlis is connected tllrougli Mush with Erzingnn and Erzerum. 
3 Tilere is also a line from Vi~n  to Bayazid ria Arcliag and Bergri. From 

Bergri a line runs along tlie northow shoro of Lake Val1 to Aklilst and thence 
to Alnshgircl and Mush. 



ABABIC, PERSIAN, TURKISH, ARMENIAN, 


KURDISH, SYRIAC 




Co~zsonnfzis. 
'= a slight stop, as in the middle of the col~ljloui~d 

word sen-eagle 
'= a sound formed deep in the throat to be learnt by 

oral example 
' -dh like t72 in this 

& a guttural r 
h a strong aspirate 

kh like c7b in loch 

q a guttural, or emphatic, k 

r to be distinctly trilled 


emphatic s 
f, emphatic t 


th  as in tlbilzg 

ch as in chat 

H emphatic z 

zh like the s in pleuszcre 
Other consonants pronounced as in English. 

a pronounced as n in about 

a as in far ' 


e as in get 

e (Turkish) as e in father 

6 (Turkish) as in met 

Q(Syriac) a s a inga t e  

5 (Arabic) as ey in obey 


as in lait 
as ee in seen 

o as in got 

6 (Arabic) as in hope 




NOTES ON PRONUNCIATION 

ii pronounced as zc inficn 
u as in pzrll 
i~ as oo in pool 
ii as zc in French t2c 

D@7ttJ~ongs. 
ai pronounced as i in mind 
au (aw) as ou in out 
oi as o i  in oil 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
able, to  be qadar, yaqdir tawiinistan bilm6k 

I can aqdir mi-tawinam bilirim, qiidir 
im 

about (ap- nahu (of num- taqriban, ashiighi-yuqiiri 
proximately) bers), taqriban kam-wa-pish 

about (around) haw1 piriiman-e 6trafinda: 
6trafda 

(concerning) min jehet dar khuscs-e da'ir 

above bar biilii-yi, yuqiiri-da 
biilii-yi 

abroad borra (barra) dar khiirij dishiiri-da 
abuse (v.) haqqar, f&sh diidan, siiym6k 

yuhaqqir deh or la'n 
kardan, kun 

accept qabal, yaqbal qab6l kerdan qabiil6tm6k 
accident musibah ittifhq, iirjza tbsaduf, qazii 

(event); iisib 
(calamity) 

accidentally bi-tasiiduf sahvan qazii-rii, qazii 
olaraq 

accompany, riifaq, yur5fiq hamriih raftan,rhfiiqat 6tmBk, 
I accompany uriifiq hamrih mi- b6riib6r g6li- 

ravam orim 
according to  hasab ber hasb-e gore 

account (12.) hisiib hisiib hisab 

on account min sebeb bariiye, khii- -den dolayi 
of tir-e 

accurate (of lnudaqqaq sahih, bi-sa- tam, doghru 
calculation) bab-e (calcu- 

lation) 
across 'abr iin taraf -den (of mo-

tion); ot6 
tarafda (of 
rest) 

action (in war) 'arkah ghavghii, mu-
hiirebe 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
able, to  be garogh, kiirin I-mga yi?, 

garoghanal 
I can garogh yem az dkiirim, az ibi, msin 

sh6m 
about (ap- shourch, mod n6zik taqriban 
proximately) 

about (around) shourch, polor- chiirrakll (de- erzibiini 
dig clin.), lediior 

(concerning) ngadmamp, vra barnaslahati. .., biit 
b7ish6.., 

above verev, i ver sar, lasar I-'61 

abroad ardasahman walGt6 gharib 1-athra khenna 
abuse (v.) thshnamanel, lauma kir mgiic6r6 

nakhadel 

accept unt ounil gabiil kirin mqiibil 
6 - .accident argadz ariz, gidshii 

muqibah 

accidentally badahmamp bakhalat b-ghelta 

accompany, ungeranal, gal chijin iziila 'emm 
I accompany yes g'unger- aze galwi bziili 'emm 

anam dchem 
according to hamemad, ust bi-miijib, hasb, Glib 

binii 
account (n.) hashiv, hamar hsaib, zhmiir- khishbiinii 

tin, hezhmgr 
on account ust hashvin sabab6, lebar, biit khatir d-

of or hashvoyn 
accurate (of jisht; . dirist, mazbiit kh5,tirjam 
,calculation) 

across meg-tien-miuse 'ubiir, lav6 IGgibii 
(lit. ' from one taraf6 
s i d e t o t h e  . 
other ') 

action (in war) baderazmil, sharr, jang pliisha 
baderazmagan 
kordzoghou-
tiun 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
Administra- idiirah idiira idiir6, hukum6t 
tion 

admiral amir el-bahr daryii-begi, amiriil. qapu- 
amir-i-bahr diin pasha 

Admiralty Naaiirat  el- waziirat-i- BahriyQ qa- . 
bahriya h ba.hriyeh pusu 

adrift tByif rii-yi-iib suyun aqin- 
tisi-ilQ 

advance (of ara biin pish-qist, pish- peshin, testi- 
money) aki, or salaf mat 

advanced mu(Iaddamat muqaddame- pishdiir 
guard el- askar yi-lashkar 

aeroplane taiyiirah (pl. taiyiireh ' taiy6r6 ' 

taiyiiriit) 
afloat t iyif 1 - y - b  yiiziyor 

aft mu'akhkhar qich 
. es-safinah 

after ba'd ba'd az -sofira (susx) 
afternoon ba'd edh-dhuhr bard-az-zuhr ikindi , 

again marrah thiini- du bzra bir daha, tekriir 
yah

age (of persons)'amr sinn yash 
agent wakil iimil vQki1 
ahead of guddim pish, jilau il6ri-da, iin-da, 
alive ljai (plur. ahyii) zindeh siigh, hayatda 

all , kull hameh, jami' h6p 
allowed, t o  be jiiz, yajiiz rukhsat yiiftan, braqilmaq 

yiib 
ally . . . 1 ( p . u - muttabd, muttafiq 

lafii) rn&iilif 
almost taqribsn taqriban az qaldi, hB- 

man-h6man 
alone wabdi, wabdek, tanhii yaliniz 

&c. 
alongside bi-jiinib (by pahlii yanina, ya- 

side of), ila j ii- ninda, borda 
nib (to side of) bordaya 



English. 
-4dministra-
tion 

admiral 

Admiralty 

adrift 

advance (of ' 
money) 

advanced 
guard 

Armenian. 
varchoutiun 

dzovagal 

Dzovayin na- 
-khararoutiun 

herrat,sial, 
alevar 

Kurdish. 
sit?.sa, idiira 

sar6 babr6 

sar av6 ch6in 

gankhav-tram- garz kisin, 
dal bdaiu dii 

arrachakount pbsh6 'askarb 

Syriac. 
hiiqma 

r6sha d-yiima 

tepl6 resh miiyii 

q5 IihishbiinZ 

yamayiitha 
d-'askar 

taiyzrah 

resh m5yi 

khariiya 
d-gamiya 

biithar 
biithar palga 
d-yauma 

midr6 

shin6 
vakil 
qamiiya 
b6-khiiy6 

kull 
kbiir6 

khaura 

taqriban 

be-I-h6dh6 

b-q6rba 

aeroplane otabarig 

afloat aledzoup, 
dzpoun 

aft hedguys navi 

after hedo 
afternoon hedinq, irig-

natem 
again nosen 

age (of persons)dariq 
agent 
ahead 
alive 

a11 
allowed, to be 

aliy . 

almost 

alone 

alongside 

kordzagal 
,arrcheven 

gentaai, vo- 
ghch 

amen, polor 
tuyladrvil 

tashnagits, 
zinagits 

krete 

minag 

nnt yergay-
noutiamp 

taiyiira 

sar av6 

p6 gamiya 

pEsh6 
pLsh6 nivro 

jiirak tii, disa 

'umr, sinn 
wakil 
p6shin 
siiliha 

hamma 
izin haya 

hiiviil 

taqriban 

bt6n6 

n6zik6 

http:sit?.sa
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English. 
already 

although 

altogether 

always 

ambush (n.) 
ammunition 

ammunition-
wagon 

amuse 

anchor (n.) 
anchor (v.) 

(intrans.) 
and 
angry 

animal 

ankle 

answer (v.) 

anvil 
anybody 
anywhere 

appoint 

approach (v.) 

apricot 

Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
qad (followed qabl az in shimdi bilk, 

by verb) ziitan 
wa law, ma'a agarcheh eyerchb 
ann 

siiwa (in a tamiiman, bi- bitiin bitiin 
body jumlagi

dii'iman, kullish hamisheh dii'imii, hhr 
(entirely), kull zkmiin\ 

waqt 
kamin kamin pusu, kemin 
-dhakhirah zakhire-yi- j6bhiin6 

iang
'arabat e&- 'ariibe-yi- jkbhiinb-'ara-
-dhakhirah jubbekhiineh basi 

wennes, yu- safii diidan, or eilhndirmhk 
ivennis khusll kardan (trams.) 

angar, marsa langar dkmir 
debb angar, langar andiikh- d h i r  atnlaq 

yadibb angar tan 
wa II or ma ve 
za'liin, gha&- khishmniik darghin 
biin 

haiwiin haiviin (pro- haiviin 
per19 haya- 
viin)

ka'b (dud qiizaq topuq 
kachen) 

jiiwab, yujtiwib jawzb diidan, jeviib v6rm6k 
deh 

sindzn sindiin urs 
ahad har kas (bir) kimsd 
fiaimakiin, harjiibgshad h6rn8rbdb 

wanma 
ttuffZhah (211. sib elma 

tuff iih) 
'a yyan, ta'yin kardan, ta'yin etm6k 
~ ~ u ' a y ~ i n  kun 

taqarrab ila, nazdik iima- ganashmaq 

yataqarrab dan. l i  

ila 


mishmish zardiilii qaisi 
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English. Armenian. ~ u r & s h .  Syriac. 
already arten 

although theyev, thebed ivaliiu shiid, iipen 
Yev 

altogether miasin, un.ta- bhammi b-tamamiitha 
menn 

always mishd har waqt diiim 

ambush (n.) tarnamoud kamin biisii 
ammunition rrazmamterq jaubakhiina jaubakhiina 

ammunition- rrazmamter qi 
wagon garrq 

amuse zpostsnel saf5 kirin, khu- magkhik 
ash biiyi 

anchor (n.) khnriskh marsa, langar marsa 
anchor (v.) khariskh tzkel langar avitin d5re langiir 

(&trans.) 
and Yev W8 W&, 6 
angry pargatsadz sil hmiya, kriba 

animal gentani haiwzn, 116wZn 
dahba 

ankle hot (vodits) qulpzi ka'ba 

answer (v.) badaskhanel jawiib dii mjiiwebl6 

anvil sal sindiin sindsna 
anybody vo-yeve-megu harkas kiil n5shii 
anywhere our yev its6 har 'ard6 kull diika 

apple khntzor a6v khiibiishii 

appoint nshanagel ta'yin k6ryZ miiti~v 

approach modenal n6zik hiit qriil; 

apricot dziran lnizhmizh mishmisha 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
April Nisgn Nisiin Nisiin 
Arab 'Arabi (p2. 'Arabi, Tiizi 'Arab 

'Arab) 
Arabia Biliid el-'Arab 'Arabistiin 'Srabistiin 
arm (n.) kitf, hr i i '  Siizii (upper) ; q6l 

sii'id (lower) 
armed musallal~ musalla~ siliihli 
armour dira' zireh zirh 
arms(weapons) aslil~ah asliheh siliih 
army jesh (pl. ju- lashkar ordu, 'ask& 

yiish) 
army corps firqah (p7. urdii qol ordii 

fir aq) 
around haw1 atriif-e Qtrafda 

arrange rett eb, yuret- tartib diidan, qararlashdir-
tib deh or iirii- maq, tQrtib 

stnn, 5% QtmhB 
arrest (v.) qabadh 'ala ; tauqif kardan, tutmaq, habs 

waggaf, yu- kun ktmhk 
waggif 

arrive wasal, yosal rasidan, ras viirmaq, gkl- 
mQk 

arsenal tereskhiinah qiir-khiina topkhiink, 
tkrsiinb 

artillery madiifi' (can- tiip-khiineh t6plar 
non), t6bchia 
(gunners) 

ashes ramiid khiikistar kiil 
ashore 'ala'l-barr, bar zamin qaraya, qarada 

bil-giic 
ask se'el, yes'al pursidan,purs sormaq 
I ask ana es'al mi-pursam sorarim 

thou askest inta tes'al mi-pursi sorarsin 

he asks hiia yes'al , mi-pursad sorar 

we ask ihna nes'al mi-pursim sorariz 


you ask intu tes'alfin mi-pursid sorarsiniz 
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English. Ar.rllenian. Kurdish. 
April April Nisiin 
Arab Arab 'Arab 

Arabia Arabia 'Arabistgn 
arm (n.) tev , dra'a 

armed zinvadz bchalr b-chakkb 
armour zrah zir dirC 
arms zenq chak chakke 
army zorq 'askar 'askar 

army corps zorakound ordfi ordii 

around polordig chzrrakh (de- erzibiini 
clin.), lediior 

arrange garkatrel paikiit keri mtukesl6 

arrest (v.) pantargel guert erklt!, diiwiq 

arrive hasnel gahesht mtble 

arsenal zinaran, tnta- jababiina jabZlthzn5 
notaran 

artillery thntanotq t6p-khiina tbp 

ashes ajiun, mokhir kholli qetma 
ashore i tsamaq sar 'ard resh ar'a 

ask hartsnel, pesiiir ker mbuqbr6 
I ask Yes pesiiir kerim mbaqren 

g'hartsnem 
thou askest tou g'hartsnes ta  pesiiir keri mbaqret 
he asks an g'hartsne au pesiiir ker kimbzqer 
we ask menq g'harts- ma pesiiir mbaqr6kh 

. nenq kerin 
you ask touq hiin pesiiir mbaqriit ii 

g'hartsneq kerin 

MES. 1 U 
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English. 
they ask 

' I shall ask 

I asked 
asleep 

ass 

astern 

a t  

a t  least 
a t  most 

a t  once 

attack (n.) 
attack (v.) 

August 
Austria 
Austrian 

authority 

autumn 
avenge 

average (12.) 

aviator 

awake (ndj.) 

axe 

. 

GLOSSARIES OF WORDS 

Arabic. Persian. 
hum yes'aliin mi-pursand 

ana es'al 

se'elt 
niiyim 

hamiir (pl .  
hamir) 

li-wara 

'ala, bi, fi. 

aqallan 
el-akther, el- 

aghlab 
hessii, 

bis-sz'ah 
hujiim 
hejem 'ala, 

yihjam 'ala 
Ab 
Nimsii 
Nimsiiwi 

hukm 

kharif 
intaqam, yan-

taqim or 
&ha& eth-
thiir, yii'kh-
ud& eth-thiir 

mu'acldal 

tayyiir 

yaqaiin,  
gii'id, hiisis 

f5's (pl. fu'iiss) 

khzham 
pursid 

pursidam 
kh fib 

khar, uliigh 

'aqab, dar pai 

nazd, dar 

aqallan 
muntahiish 

hzlii, fauran 

hujiim 

Turkish. 
sorarlar 

sorajaghm 

sordum 
uyumush, uy- 

quda 
6sh6k, mkrkkb 

arqasina; ar-
dinda 

-a, -da (sufix) 

olmazsa 
kn nihZyBt, 

olsa olsa 
birden bir6 

hujiim 
hujiim kardan, hiijcm QtmBk 
kun 

Ab, Murdld 
Namseh 
Namsiiwi; 

iqtidiir 

IchizEn 

Aghostos-NBmsB 
AvstriaIi, NBm- 

sbli 

hukm 


son bahiir 
intiqiim kashi- intiqiim 6tmBk 
dan, kash 

bar-iivard-e orta, avarya 
mutavassit 

havfi-paimii tayarkji 

bidiir uyaniq 

tabar baltn, 
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English. 
they ask 

I shall ask 

I asked 
asleep 

astern 

a t  least 
st most 

a t  once 

attack (n.) 
attack (v.) 

August 
Austria 
Austrian 

autumn 
avenge 

average (n.) 

aviator 

awake (adj.) 

axe 

Annenian. 
anonq g'harts- 
nen 

yes bidi harts- 
nem 

yes hartsri 
qouni mech, 
qnatsogh 

esh, avanag 

i hedoust navi, 
navi yedeven 

liurclish. Syriac. 
awgn pesizr kimbaqri 
kerin 

az6 pesiiir kim bedmbaqren 

ma pegiiir ker mbiiqhri 
khafti d m i b a  

kar hmiira 

la piish6 b-kharayiitha 

(n9tin use sepa- Q (as termina- bi- 
rntely) tion) 

keth, arr nvazn bkQmihi8 
arr arravel 

isguyn 

hartzagoumn 
hartsagil 

Okostos 
Avstria 
Avstriatsi 

bgalakiy6 

hiilan 

palsmard 
hujiim ker 

Tabbiikh 
Namsa 
Namsi 

ishkhnnoutiun, pgya, jdl, 
arzhanabad- qsdr 

b-qalilfitha 
b-kabiriitha 

hdan, Blbii'iil 

hujiim 
hjiml6 

Tabbakh 
Namsa 
Namsiiya 

marrfit,5,huqma 

ch6ri 
shqillk t6l 

voutiun 
Ashoun 

michin 

Trchogh 
( 6  flier ') 

artoun 

gatsin 

pahiz 
t6l standin 

takhmin, taq- yudra 
rib 

taiyzrchi, 
ferriinchi 

hishshiir 

taver 

nashapariikhii, 
taiyiirchi 

mrisha 

nara 
u 2 
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English. 
axle 
backwards 

bacon 

bad 

baggage
bake 

bale (n.) 

ballast 

GLOSSARIES OF WORDS 

Arabic. Persian. 
mihwar mihwar 
ila wara taraf-e aqab, 

or rii bi-pas 
lahm khanzir giisht-e khfik 

(pork), giisht- 
e-khiik-e diid 
diida, giisht-e 
khiik-e bi- 
namak par- 
vorda 

mii zEn, kha- bad 
riib, radi 

aghriidh, grZ& asbiib-i-safar 

Turkish. 
mil 
g6ri 

dornuz 6ti 

fen5 

bshyii 
khabaz, yakh- pukhtan, paz furunda pishir- 
biz orbiryiin kar- m6k 

fardah (pl. 
famdiit) 

thuql miil el- 
markab 

bandage (n.) rabiit 

bank (of river) jurf, s6b 

bar (sand) shelhah 

barber muzEyyin 

barley sha'ir 
barometer m i z h  hawa 

barracks qishlah 

barrel (of a umbiib 
sun)

barr~cade maha jar 
basket sellah (PI. sa-

I d),zembil 
(111. zaniibil) 

baths hammam 

dan, kun 
basteh, biir biiIya 

piirsang safra, kum 

'isiibeh siirghi 

kiniireh sii kbniiri, 
irmaq Itbniiri 

pushta-ye 1.ig sighliq 
dar dahana- 
ye riidkhiina 

dalliik 

jau 
miziin-i-haw5 

qishleh, sar- 
biiz-khiineh 

Ide-yi-tufang 

sangar 
sapad, zambil 

b6rb6r 

arpa 
hav5-thrazisi, 
baromctro 

qishla 

tufbng dbmiri 

m6tris -
sbpbd, zenbil 

hammiim 



GLOSSARIES O F  WORDS - 309 

English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
axle arrantsq mihvar qiira 
backwards tebi-yed pishpiishi, 1- biirii 

pishtapisht 
bacon khozi aboukht gosht6-bariiz bisr5 mlikha 

d-khziirii 

bad Itesh, vad pis, nachiik bisha, la 
randa 

baggage ireghen, kuyq tisht, kerpiil kherriimerrk 
bake khorovel phzhin ip616 

bale (n.) balia, apranqi biir t h a ,  farda 
berm 

ballast navakhij piirs6 gamiy6 sabiirta 
d-markwa 

bandage (n.) patet, gab, p6chik ribiita 
patatan 

bank (of river) kedap teref6 iivi: siptha d-yiima: 
siptha 
de-shatta 

bar (sand) tzogh, arkelq khiz, b a r z a b  qiimsiil 
(' sand '= 
avaz) 

barber saprich barbar, muzai- daliig 
yin, sartiriish 

barley kari jab sar6 
barometer dzanraclzap, 

otatsuyts 
barracks zoranots qishle qishla 

barrel (of a klan (hratsani) liilii6 tufaka Iwishta de- 
gun) tfakts 

barricade badnesh chapar chapara 
basket goghov selg, sebed qarijiila 

baths baghniq hammiim bammiim 
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English. Arabic. Persimn. l'urkisi~. 
battalion tiibiir tiibiir tzbiir 
battery batariyah batariyeh tiibiy6 (for- 

tress) ; batsri-
ya (movable) 

battle muhiirabah jang muhZrQb6 
battleship markab harbi, jahiiz- (or harb sQfin6si 

manwiir kashti) i-jangi 
bay khalij khalij korf 6z 
bayonet sengi, l~arbah sar-naizeh siingii 
beach siihil siihil, kinzreh yali khniiri, 

dbniz k6niiri 
beacon faniir, maniirah nishiin-i-iitashi faniir 

beans fiil liibiyii, b6qil5 baqla, fas-
sul ya 

bear (n.) dibb khirs a yi 
beard 1il;lyah ris h saqiil 
bearer(porter) hammiil qiisid, hiimil hammal 

bearing (naut.) jihah jih6t 

beat; (v.) dharab, y a a -  kiitak zadan, vurmaq 
rib zan 

beautiful l~ulu, jamil khushnumii, giiz6l 
khiib 

because mill sebeb, zirii, chirii ki zirii, chunki 
li-ana 

bed iiriish t,akht-i-khgb yatiiq
bedroom gubbat en-n6m iitiiq-i-kl~b yatiiq odasi 

bedstead charpiiyah taklit-e khiib kCr6vdt 

bee zanlbiir zambiir-e asal ari 

beef lahm baqas giisht-i-gZu ijkiiz &ti, 
sighir &ti 

beer birah iib-i-jau arpa suyu, bira 
beet shawandar chughundar panjar 
before (time) gab1 qabl az -dan 6vv6l 

ts?$x) 
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Englis?~ Armenian. 
battalion vasht 
battery biitaria, sharq 

thntanotits 

battle baderazm 
battleship rrazmanav, 

mardanav 
bay khorsh, dzots 
bayonet svin 
beach dzovap 

beacon hranshan, 
gragi nshan 

beans fasoulia, lobi 

bear (n.) arrc h, 
beard morouq 
bearer(porter) grogh, danogh 

(mshag) 
bearing goghm, tirq, 

untatsq navi 

Kurdish. Syriac. 
tiibtir 	 tiibiir 

desta d-t6p 

sharr sharrk 
gamiyh sharrb markwa 

khalij 
khistah 
teraf6 shatt6 

nishiinh iigirh 

biiqillh 

herch, &UPS 

rih 

d-sharr6 
khalij 
harbah, khishta 
siptha d-shatta 

nishan d-niira 

16bia, biiqillh 

dibbii 
diqna 

l~iimil, helgir- lZblii115, ham51 
iin, biriniin 

beat (v.) zarnel, dzedzel l6dii mkhel6 

beautiful 

because 

bed 
bedroom 

bedstead 

bee 

beef 

beer 
beet 
before (time) 

siroun, . sherin, daliil rand%, shapira 
keghetsig 

vorovhedev . lebar, b6 min sabab 

angoghin 
nniaran, 

u .  - .
nnjaseniag 

mahdjagal, 
angoghin, ma- 
hidj k ; kary-
ola (Turkish) 

meghou 

yezan mis 

ltarechour 
pazoug 
arraoh 

nivin, d6shak shwitha 
manziil6 nevis- 6da di-dmgkha 
tine 

takht cfir iiwa t 

heng, maishit- dabfish5 
hingiv 

g6sht6 ggh bisra d-taura 

bira 
sliawandiir shawandiirh 
phshin qam 
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Znglish. Arabic. Persian. Turkis7h. 
before (place) guddZm qabl az onundQ(su@x) 
begin ibteda, yeb- 5ghiiz kardan, bashlamaq 

tedi kun or shuriic 
kardan, kun 

behind wara pusht, pai ard, arqa 
believe i'taqad, biivar kardan, inanmag 

yactaqid kun 
bell jurs (pi. zang chang (large), 

j uriis) chingharaq 
(small) 

below j tia, taht zir alt, altinda 

bench (sofa) takhat nimkat s hdir 

bend (a.) 'awwaj, yu'aw- kham kardan, 
wij kun 

berth firiish j Z-yi-khiib yatgq
beside yem, bi-jiinib pah1ii;ye vaninda 
besiege Ijiiri;ar, yuhiisir m&iigareh huhZs6rQ Qt- 

kardan, mQk, qushat- 
kun maq

betray khZn, yakhiin khiyhat khey6nQt 6tmQk 
kardan, kun 

better; best alpan; el-ahsan behtar ; daha Qyi; Qn 
behtarin Qyi,Qn a'la 

between bEn mii bain, dar ara-sinda 
miy Zn 

beyond gh iidi 5n taraf-i- ..., ute-sinda 
war5-yi.. . 

big kabir (p l .  kibsr) buzurg bii* 
bigger ;biggest akbar; el-akbar buzurgtar ; dah5 biiyiik ; 

buzurgtarin 6n biiyiik 

bill (account) l~isiib hisiib hisiib 

billet (trans.) nezzel 'askar jii diidan, deh oturt,maq 
binoculars darbin diir-bin diirbin 



313 GLOSSARIES OP WORDS 

English. Armenian. KurdisI~. 
before (place) arrach, arrchev labar 

Syriac. 
qam
mdiishinnb, 
mshiire 

bkhariiyiitha 
mhiimenn6 

zjgii 

iltekh, khii- 
thed 

takhtii 

tip16 

qamarah 
l-giba d-
d Q 6 r 6  

khinn6, msiipi 

begin 

behind 
believe 

bell 

below 

bench (sofa) 

bend (v.) 

berth 
beside 
besiege 

betray 

better ;best 

between 

beyond 

big 

usgsel 

edev 
havadal 

zankag 

tsadz, nerqev 

nsdaran 

theqel, dzrrel 

nav-angoghin 
patsi, izad 
basharel 

madnel 

aveli lav, 
lavokuyn, 
amenalav 

michev 

antin 

medz 
bigger ;biggest aveli mede, 

dastpbkir 

piish, lapisht 
biiwar kir 

chang, jinjil 

bin 

kursi dirbzh? 
pakii 

chamin 

n6zik 
hasiir kir 

kheyiinat kir 

ch6ter khwash- bish tau, or 
tir, qanjtir, bush spayi 
chaktir 

ben, niiv bhn, bi1 

idi teraf lau biila khenna 

mazin riiba 
mazintir, galak bish riiba ; ka-
mazin bira riiba -

hisiib, zhmiir- hisiib, khish- 
tin biinii 

medzakuyn, 
amenamedz 

hashiv 

deghavorel 

bill (account) 

billet (trans.) 
binoculars herrathag (lit. dorbin diirbin 

telescope) ; 
yergachia 
achotsq (lit. 
two-eyed 
glasses) 
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Znglish. 
bird 
bit (of horse) 
bit (piece) 
bitter 
bitumen 

black 
blacksmith 

blame (v.)  

blanket 

Arabic. 
tGr (pl. tuyiir) 
lijiim 
waslah 
murr 
sir 

aswad 
l>addiid 

lam, yaliim 

lihiif 
bleed (intrans.) tala' dem, 

blind 

blockade (n.) 

blood 
blow (v.) 

blow (n.) 
blue 
blunt 
boat 

body (living) 

yitla' den1 

a'ma (pl. 
'amygn) 

hisiir 

dem 
habb, yahibb 

&arbah 
azraq 
a'ma (blind) 
bellam (like 

gondola) ; ma-
shfif (reed 
canoe) 

jised ( i t .  aj-
sad) 

Persian. Turkish. 
murgh qiish 
dahaneh, lijiim gem 
piireh 
talkh 
naft 

siyiih 
&hangar 

malamat 
kardan, kun 

lihiif: gilim 
khiin jiiri 
shudan, 
shau 

kiir 

mu&sareh 

khiin 

p&rcha 
aji 
qara saqiz, y6r 
sakizi 

qara, siyah 
dbmirji, na'al- 
band 

qabahat bul-
yaq,, zemm 
etmek 

yorghan (quilt) 
qanamaq 

kor 

abloqa, 
qushat ma 

q5n 
nafkh kardan, Qsm6k 
kun or dami- 
dan, dam 

zarb, zakhm 
Ebi, I&jiward 
kund 

murush 
mZvi 
kor 

body (mass of jamii'ah 
people)

boil (trans.) aghla, yughli 
or fawwar, yu- 
fawwir 

boil (intrans.) ghala, yaghli 
or fiir, yafiir 

t' 

zauraq, kashti sandal, qayiq 

tan bbdkn, vujiid 

jam'iyat j 6m'iykt 

jiish dadan, qainatmaq 
deh 

jishidan, jiisli qa,inamaq 
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English. 
bird 
bit (of horse) 
bit (piece) 
bitter 
bitumen 

black 
blacksmith 

blame (v.) 

blanket 

Armenian. 
trrchoun 
santz 
badarr, pegor 
tarrn, leghi 
goubr 

sev 
tarpin, yer-' 

gatakordz 
,barsave1 

vermag 

liurd,ish. Syriac. 
tairek, biildiir t;aira 
lijlm, hafsiir leghema 
pechak, parcha parcha 
tahl, tiil marira 
zift, qir khimlr 

rash k6ma 
Bsengar, hadiid haddiida, 

bleed (intrans.) ariunel 

blind 

blockade (n.)  

blood 
blow (v.) 

blow (12.) 

blue 
blunt 
boat 

body 

~UYr 

basharoumn 

ar  iun 
harvadzel, 
za,rnel 

harvadz, zarg 
gabuyd 
koul, pout 
navag 

marmin 

body (mass of lthounip, 
people) zhoghov

boil (trans.) yerratsnel 
(water) ; 
khashel (egg) 

boil (intrans.) yerral 

razil kir 

a h ,  j j m  
khiin ds  

kiir 

hi@r 

khiin 
werzin 

sil 
shin, kau 
k6p 
gami, belem 

lash 

jamii'at 

kallndi 

kul bi 

diimiirchi 
mriizell6 lii'im 

khlfpii 
rnujr616 dimma 

simyii, k6ra 

muhiisara h 

dimma 
mkh616 paukha 

laska 
miliina, zarqa 
k6pa 
gamiyah 

paghra 

j,?nGi6at 

murt hekhl6 

rthekhl6 
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English. 
boiled rice 

boiler 

bomb (n.) 

bombard 

bond (legal) 

bone 

book 

boot 

boot-lace 

both (you) 

bottle 

bottom 
bow (of ship) 

bowels 
box 

brackish 
bran 

brave 

brazier 
bread 
breadth 
break 

Arabic. 
timmen mat- 
biikh 

fawwiirah, ka- 
zZn 

qanbalah 

-dharab t6p, 
yadrab tiip 

sened 

' a a m  (p?. 
a6d&im) 

kitiib (p l .  ku-
tub) 

lapjinah (pl. 
lapjin) ; jaz-
mah (native) 

sharit (el-qan- 
darah) 

i t  hnenekum 

shishah (pl. 
shiyash) 

esfel, qa'r 

Persian. 

dig-i-buzurg 

bomb, qum- 
bara 

bi-tiip bastan 

qabz, tamas- 
suk 

ustukhgn 

kitiib, niimeh 

kafsh 

kafsh-band 

har-du 

shisheh 

teh 
sadr el-markab muqaddame- 

yi-kashti 
magiirin riideh 
sandiiq (pl. sandfiq 
ianiidiq) 

walad (pl. am- pisar 

Turkish. 
pishmish pirinj , 

pilaf 
qazan 

qumbara 

topa tutmaq 

tahvil 

kitiib 

chizm6, qun- 
dura (shoe) ; 
pabiij (slipper) 

qundura 

qordelasi 


ikiniz 


dib 
geminin bashi 

baghirsaq 
sanduq, qutu 

oghlan, chojuq 

tuzlu 
kepek 

liid) 
miilil) 
nakhiilah 

shaj jg', j iisiir 

manqalah 
khubz 
'ar& 
kesar, yiksar 

shiir 
sabiis 

shujl', diliiwar yigit, jesiir 

manghal 
ngn 
pahnlyi 
shikastan, 
shikan 

manghal 
6km6k 
enlilik 
qirmaq 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
boiled rice khashadz pirinj 6 kalandi,rizza mbiishla 

printz, plaf piliiu 
boiler san, gatsa qzziin 

bomb (n.) rroump, kndag qumbarii 

bombard rrmpagodzel 

bond (legal) mourhag, ar- 

bone 

book 

boot 

boot-lace 

both (you) 

bottle 

bottom 
bow (of ship) 

bowels 
box 

boy 

brackish 
bran 

brave 

brazier 
bread 
breadth 
break 

zhetought 
vosgor 

kirq 

goshig 

goshigi the1 

yergouqt a1 

shish 

hadag 
arrachagoghm 
navi 

aghiq 
doup, sndoug 

manch 

aghi 
tep 

qaj, gdrij , 

gragaran 
hats 
laynoutiun 
godrel 

la-t6p diidin 

band, 'aliiqa 

hasti, isqzn 

ktaib, daftar 

jazma, ka6sh 

rise kundarah 

destitha 

qiirnbcrii 

diiri t6p 

iltiziin~ 

garma 

kthiiwa 

p6tin6, jazma 

gc&ii&a 
d- qundar6 

har-diiiin, har- terwd 
diika 

shiish 

bin 
pdshin6 
gamiyd 

milliik, rikhlu 
sandiiq 

kurr 

nakhwash 

shiisha 

shitta 
qamayiitha 
d-markwa 

milliikd 
sandiiqa 

br6na, yiilii 

maliikha 
siivis, sar-bbz- 

hi ng 
dildiir, juwz- mar jiir'itta 

mdr 
manqal, pall 
niin 
piini, pahni 
shikast, shi- 

kisn 

manqal, gfimr6 
likhma 
petifit.115 
twdrd 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkislh. 
breakfast futiir, chai es- chai-i-subh qahvalti 

subh 
breech (of gun) maakhar  et-

breeze 
bribe (n.) 

brick (burnt) 

brick (un-
burnt) 

bridge 
bridge (of 
ship) 

bridle (v.) 

brigade 

bright 
bring
broad 
broadside 

broken 

broker 
brother 

brown 

brush (n.) 

bucket 
buff a10 
bug 

tuflreh 

hawa 
rashwah, 
bakhshish 

tiibiiqah 

liben 

jisr (p l .  jusiir) 
jisr el-markab 

aljam, yuljim 

lim5 

IZmi', mu&i 
jzb, yajib 
' a r i a  
' u r a  

mukassar, 
munkasir 

dallzl 
akh (pl. ilth-
wZn) 

esmar 

furshah 

biildi 
jiimiis 
baqq 

teh 

nasim, bZd 
rishva 

iijiir 

khisht 

jisr, pul 

top quyrughu, 
top qichi 

riizgygr, ye1 
rishvCt, bakh- 

shish 
t i l a  

kbrpich 

kiiprii 
pul-i-jah~z 

lijiim kardan, gkm vurmaq 
kun 

fauj 

raushan 
iivurdan, Zr 
pahn, 'ariz 
shall* 

shikasteh 

dalliil 
biriidar 

gandumi 

furcheh 

safl, diil 
givmish 
siis, malleh 

limii 

parlaq 
gbtirmek 
gknish 
alabanda 

qiriq 

dell51 
qardash 

qahvk rkngi, 
6sm6r 

f urcha 

qogha
manda, jamiis 
takhta-bit 
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English. Arnzenian. 
breakfast nakhajash 

breech (of gun) hednadzag 

breeze 
bribe (n.) 

brick (burnt) 

brick (un-
burnt) 

bridge 
bridge (of 
ship) 

bridle (v.) 

brigade 

bright 
bring 
broad 
broadside 

broken 

hratsani, 
pampousht 
tnelou dzag 

zepiurr 
gasharq 

aghius 
(thrtzadz) 
gghmindr 

aghius (houm) 

gamourch 
nava-
gamourch, 
gamrchag 

santzel 

kound, zora-
kound 

zvarth 
perel 
layn 
goghm navi 
ousti thnta- 
notq g'ar-
tsagvin 

godradz 

broker michnort 
brother yeghpayr, 

aghpar 
brown thoukh 

brush (n.) khozanag, 
frcha, vrdzin 

Kurdish. 

taisht, fitrah 

jih6 phishaka 

bii 
balsa, rushwa 

karpich 

Syrinc. 

ftarta, tumtii 

diiktha 
d-fishakk6 

p6kha 
rishwiit 

l in6 kerpich 

karpich, hiijiir l ine  

kiipri, jisr gishra 
jisr6 gamiy6 gishra d-mar- 

kwa 

disgin, Iaghiiu leghema 

firqah firqah 

rrrhnii, riizhin mabehrsna 
iniin muth616 
piin, pehn . pethy5 
piiniy6 

shekast twira 

jamb%, jumZz daliil 
br5 akhbna 

rengitiiri, asmar 
esmar 

furchah furchah 

bucket duyl, chri tuyl dal, sat.161; daula 
buffalo lromesh giimish gam6shn 
bug paytochil ishpish biiqa 
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English. Arabic. 
bugle biiri 
build bena, yibni 

bull thijr (pl. 
thiriin) 

bullet rasiisah (pl. 
rasiis) 

bullock th6r mukhgi 

Persian. 
shaif iir 
bin5 kardan, 
kunor 'amiirat 
kardan, kun 

nar gau 

guliileh 

nar-giiu 
buoy shamandarah langar-gir 
Bureau-de- Dukkiin es-sar- Dukkiin-i- 
Change riif 

burn (trans.) ahraq, yuhriq 
burn (intrans.) ishtafal, yash- 

bury -

tacil; ihtaraq, 
yahtariq 

defen, yidfun 

bush 
busy 
but 

'ulEq, 'agiil 
mashghiil 
lskin 

sarriif 
siikhtan, sfiz 
siikhtan, siiz 

dafn kardan, 
kun 

bisheh 
mashghfil 
liikin 

Turkish. 
boru 
yapmaq, binG 

BtmBk, 
qurmaq 

bogha 

qurshun 

iikiiz 
shamandra 
Sarriif 
dukyiini 

yaqmaq 
yanmaq 

gomBk, d6fn 
BtmBk 

chiili 
mhshghiil 
ammii, liikin, 

faqat 
butt  (of rifle) qandiigh, chat b qundiiq, tahre qondaq 

qundiiy 
butter zibed kareh sai-yaghi, -

t6rh yaghi 
button (n.) dugmah (pl. dukmeh duymh 

dugam) 
buy ishtara, yash- 

tari 
kharidan,
khar 

satin almaq 

by (near) qarib min, 'and nazdik, pahliii yaninda, 

cabin qamiirah qamiireh 
cable silk (pl. suliik) faniif, habl 

cake kEk kulicheh 

calf 'ijl (pl. 'ujfil) ' gii siileh 

yaqinda 
qamara 
qablo, khaliit, 
zinjir (chain) 

chorhk, qora- 
biy6 

dana 
call (summon) dnca, yad'ii sad5 karclnn, chaghirmaq 

kun 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. 
bugle shepor biiri 
build shinel, chai kir 

garroutsand 

bull tsoul, yez -. gtih, gtinair 

bullet kndag gulla 

bullock yerinch gGh6 khasi 
buoy kharskhanish 
Bureau-de- Loumayapokh, sarrtif 

321 

Syriac. 
biiri, b6qa 
bnhl6 

taura 

gunbulta, gulla 

taura khiqya 

garriifa 

miiqidhlh 
iqedhlb 

qwhr6 

sia'a 
bligti 
illa, in5 

'iqwii d-t6pang 

karii 

Change saraf 
burn (trans.) ayrel 
burn (intrans.) ayril 

bury 


bush 

busy 

but 


butt (of rifle) 


butter 


button (n.) 


buy 


by (near) 


cabin 

' cable 

cake 

calf 

thaghel 

matsarr 
uspaghvadz 
~ a f i s  

hratsanapoun 

garak 

gojag 

knel 

mod, gov 

navaseniag 
herrakratel, 
baran 

katha 

llorth 

shawhtandi 
shaweti, siiti 

washartin 

dtirek, belek 
bshiila 
ammg 

qundiikh 

rfin, karB 

diigma, piilak diigmii 

kirri zwinnh 

nhzik b-qurba 

qamarah qamarah 
waris, zenjir khaula 

kLida, kulaicha kullaich6 

gijlik, jiinagtih sharkha 
khmastin qr6lbcall (summon) ganchel 
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English. Arabic. 
call (cry out) siih, yas* 

calm (n.) hudu 

calm (no wind) sawiili 

calm (adj.) hiidi 
camel jemel 
camel-driver jammiil 
camel (riding) hajin, ae l i i l  
camp (12.) mu'askar, 

Persian. Turkish. 
faryiid kardan, baghirmaq 
kun 

2iriim limanliq 

Er iim limanliq 

STZm limanliq 
shutur d6v6 
shutur-bgn d6v6ji 
shutur-i-sawEribin6j8k d6v6 
lashkargEh chiidir y6ri 

can-
I can 

thou canst 

he can 

we can 

you can 

they can 

I cannot 

can you ? 

canst thou ? 

mukhaiyam 

ana aqdir 

inta taqdir 

hiia yaqdir 

ihna naqdir 

intu taqdiriin 

hum yaqdiriin 

rng aqdir 

ha1 taqdiriin 

ha1 taqdir 

mi-tawham 

mi-tamiini 

mi-tawiinad 

mi-tawhim 

mi-tawgnid 

mi-tawhand 

nami-ta-
wiinam 

mi-tawgnid ? 

mi-tawzn? ? 

bilirim 

bilirsin 

bilir 

biliriz 

bilirsiniz 

bilirler 

qadir dbyil im 

bilir 
misiniz ? 

bilir misin ? 

qaniil 
miim 

top 

obuz 

s'5ybbiin 

canal tur'ah, nahr jii, nahr 
candle shema' (pl. shama' 

shumii') 
cannon (12.) f6p (pl.atwiif), tfip 

medfa' (pk. 
madiifi') 

cannon-ball gullah (pk. 
gulel) 

canopy -dhalal 

gulfila-ye tiip 

siiyabiin 
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English. Armenian. 
call (cry out) korral, kochel 

calm (n.) meghmoutiun 

calm (no wind) khaghagh, ' 
hantard 

calm (adj.) meghm 
camel oughd 
camel-driver oughdaban 
camel (riding) nsdelou oughd 
camp (n.) pauag, zora- 

panag 
can- garogh 
I can yes garogh 

Yem 
thou canst tou garogh 


yes

he can an garogh e 

we can menq garogh 
Yenq 

you can touq garogh 
eq

they can anonq garogh 
Yen

I cannot yes ch'em 
garogh 

can you ? garogh eq 
artiog ? 

canst thou ? ch'es garogh 
artioq ? 

canal chrantsq' 

candle mom, jrak 

cannon (n.) thnt'anot 

cannon-ball kntag 

canopy smbhovani 

Kurdish. Syriac. 
dang kir m'iiyitl6 

huduw, b6dan- nikhiitha 
giihi 

rihat,  b6-bii, shelyii 
sukiin 

hiidi, bedang nikha 
h6shter giimla 
heshterviin jammiil 
h6shterswgr rkd6 1-giimla 
iirdi macaskar 

az tshbm, ibi, miisin 
kiirim (or msin) 

tii tsh6, kiiri ibokh, maset 

au tshet, ib8, mssi 
tkiiret 

am tshhn, iban, mgsakh 
tkiirin 

hiin tshbn, ibaukhii, 
tkiirin miisit iin 

w l n  tshhn, ibai, m5si 
tkiirin 

az nashshim, laibi, 16 miisin 
nekiirim 

hiin tsh6n ? gallo ibaukh.ii, 
tkirin ? mzsitun 

t u  tsh6 ? gallo ibokb, 
tkiiri ? mgset 

kaniil nhhra 
miim, shemiil shamcah 

t6p t6p giir5 

gulla&t6p g5la d-t6p 

s&w5n,n5m- mwkastii 
iisiya 

x 2 

http:ibaukh.ii
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
canter (v.) h aaab ,  yah- yurgheh raftan, rahviin gitm6k 

dhib rag 
canvas jiGfiis kir biis y6lk6n b6zi, 

yklkkn 
Cap tarbiish ; kap ,Imliih fhs, kaskht ; 

(European) 	 shapqa (Euro- 
pean)

capable muqtedir q'5bil qiidir, muk- 
t6dir 

cape (promon- ril's rays bumn 
tory) 

capstan diiliib el-habl charkh-i- bojorghat, 
langar urgiit 

captain (of qabtiin or ra'is nii-khudii, re'is, g6mi 
ship) el-markab ra'is suwiirisi, 

qapudiin 
(of native nokhadha 
craft) 

captain yiizbiishi yiizbiishi piizbiishi 
(military) 

captive asir (pl. usarii) 	 asir esir 
capture (men) esser, yu'essir asir giriftan, esir almaq 

gir 
capture qaba& 'ala, giriftan, gir fetll 6tm6k 
(place) yaqbidh 'ala 

capture (seize, mesek, yimsnk giriftan tutmaq 
v.1 

caravan karwiin kiirawiin, kyiirviin 
qiifiIeh 

care (you take dir bbTLlak multafit bilsh, diqqat itt, saqin 
care !) or h a z a ~kun 

careful mutaqayyid bii-hazar diqqatli, gyuzu 
achiq 

cargo him1 	 ham1 hamule, yiik 
carpenter naj jiir naj jiir doghramaji, 

marangos 
carpet ziilia, b i s a  qzli, farsh kilim, h5li ' 

carry hamal, yahmil ham1 kardan, t1ashimaq, gij- 
or shiil: yashil kun or naql tiirmbk, naql 

Itardan, kun ktmbk 
cart 'araball 'arabeh 'araba, yiik 

'ara ba-si 
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&nglis/h. Armenian. 
canter (v.) salasmpakel 

canvas arrakasd 

Cap klkharg, kdag 

capable garogh, jardar 

cape (promon- saravand, 
tory hrwarldan 

capstan anvord 

captain (of navabed 
ship) 

captain hariurabed 
(military) 

captive keri 
capture (men) prrnel, keri 

prrnel 
capture kravel 
(place)

capture (seize, kravel, prrnel 
@-) 

caravan garavan 

Kurdish. 
chiirliip ch6, 
biiz ch6 

kl6, k6pin 

qiidir, zirak 

sar6 chis6 

diiliib6 waris6 

qaptiin, sarQ 
gamiy6 

yiizbiishi 

girti 
girt 

zabt kir, 
stand 

girtin, ra- 
hishtin 

kiirwiin 

care (you take ezkoysh yeghir hishiir ba, 

Syriac. 
miitrQl6 

kiisitha 

qiibil, ziraq 

r6sha 

ddiiba 
d-khaula 

qapfan 

yiizbiishi 

Qria, hbisa 
er616, diiwiq 

shqillQ 

diiwiq 

karwan 

hiiwit heshar 

f atin 

t6na 

care !) 
careful zkoushavor 

cargo navaperr 
carpenter hiusn, adagh- 

tsakortz 
carpet kork, carpet 
carry danel, grel 

cart sayl, garry 

biilak 
hisbshiir, 
iigiih 

biir 
najiir, dartiish nagiira, najiir 

berzin, fersh mahfiirta 
bir, ha1 girt liibil 

'arabayQ bar6 'araba d-f h a  
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English. 
cartridge 

cart-track 

cash 

castle 
cat 
catch 

cattle 

cavalry 

cave 

ceiling 
cellar 

cement 
cemetery 

centre 

chain 
chair 
change (ex-
change, v.)  

change (n.) 

channel 

Arabic. Persian. 
fishgah &hang 

(pl. fisheg) 
sikkat el- riih-i-'arabi-
'arabah yeh 

nuqiid naqd 

qasr (pl. qmiir) burj, qal'ah 
bazziinah gurbeh 
mesek, yimsak giriftan, gir 

Turkish. 
hhhnk 

'araba yolu 

naqd 

qal'b 
khdi 
tutmaq, yaqa- 
lrtmaq 


bahiiim, hai-

wiinlar 


suwiiri 


maghiira 

tavan 
. makhzbn, qilar 

chimento 
mhzsrliq, 9%-
bristiin 

m6rkQz (gov- 
ernmental), 
orta, vQsat (of 
circle) 

6lbQtt6, 

shiibhiisiz 


zinjir 


mawiishi 

khail, sawii- 
riyah 

mughiirah 

sagf 
sirdiib (PI. sa- 
riidib) 

kils, chement o 
maqbarah 

markaz (of 
circle and 
government) 

ma'liim, belli 

zanj il, 
skumli, kursi 
beddel, yubed- 

dil ; sarraf 
(of money) 

qusiir (of 
money) 

haiwiiniit 

suwiireh 

ghiir 

saqf 
sardiib 

siiriij 
qabristiin 

markaz 

albatteh 

zinjir 
sandali, kursi sandaliyh 
taghyir diidan bozmaq (of 

money) 

khurda, piil-e ufaq para 
khurda (of money) 
(of money) 

biighgz, tang-i- mejrg, yataq, 
daryii boghaz 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
cartridge pampousht 	 fishak , fishakka 

cart-track sayli jampa 	 riii 'arabiina iirkha d-'araba 

cash badrast ardzat, driif, para ziize 
badrast tram, 
badrast esdag 

castle amrots, tghiag qala, kushk qagra 
cat gadou ketek, psuk qatiitha 
catch prrnel girt er616, diiwiq 

cattle anasouu 	 dawiir, sawiit haiwiin6 

cavalry hedzelazorq 	 suwiir rakEw6 

cave ayr, .qarayr 	 mughiira, kal- guppitha 
W8Z 

ceiling arrastagh sarbiin, biin shkiiri 
cellar marran, ziigha, sardiip sardiipa 

ngough 
cement shaghakh g6j kelsha 
cemetery kerezmanadoun gurist iin, ziii- bQtqori-twiiti 

rat 
centre getron niivraz, mar- markaz 

kaz be-pelga+ 

certainly anshoushd 	 har6, di ma'lum 

chain shghta zinjir shishilta 
chair athorr kursi, chwiirp6 kursi 
change (ex- pokhel gohirrin, mshaklip 

change, v.) 	 bzhiirdin, ba- 

dal kirin 


change (n.) manrouq sdag, khurda, wur- ziizi khwiirii 
pokh (of dapiira (of money) 
money) (of money) 

channel chouri negh- shaqita 
outs, POS, 
chrantszq 
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English. 
charcoal 
chart 

cheap 
cheek 

cheerful 

cheese 
chemist 

chicken 

chief (n.) 

children 

chin 
chisel 

choose 

Christ 
christian 

Christmas 

church 

cigarette 
circle 

city 

civil (non- 
military) 

Arabic. 
fahm hafab 
kharitah 

rakhig 
khadd (p l .  

khudiid) 
bashshiish, 

masriir 
jiben 
ejzgchi 

dujiijah (p l .  
duj Sj) 

ra'is, shaikh, 
miikhtiir 

awliid, atfiil 

-dhuqan 
lllinqgr 

ikhtiir, yakh-
t,iir 

( ' ha )  dl-Ma's* 
mes$i ; nas-
rani (less po- 
lite) 

'Id el-miliid 

kanisah 

jig Brah 
dayirah 

miliiyah, me-
clinah, belecl 

eheli 

Persian. Turkish. 
zughsl kyumur 
khariteh, jad- kharita 
wal 

arziin ujiiz 
rukh Yanaq 

khush-hiil, giilbr yiizlii, 
masriir khoshnud 

panir p6nir 
davB-sztz bjzaji 

jiijeh pilij 

khiin re'is, bash 

zanakhdiin chenh 
ishkaneh qalbm 

guzidan, guzin s6chm6k 
or intikhiib 
kardan, kun 

Masih el MQssih 
IsavT, niasihi khristian ; 

giaur (not 
polite)

'fd-i-miliid MiEd-i-'ha 
yortusu 

kilisii kilis 6 

si~iir ,  sigiircha sigara 
dii'ireh dii'ir6 

shahr sh6hir 

nluduni ghairi askkri 
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English. 
charcoal 
chart 

cheap 
cheek 

cheerful 

cheese 
chemist 

chicken 

chief (n.) 

chin 
chisel 

choose 

~ h r i s t  
christiau 

Christmas 

church 

cigarette 
circle 

city 

civil (11011-

military) 

Armenian. 
adzoukh 
navaqardez, 
qardez 

azhan 
ayd 

ourakh 

banir 
teghakordz, 

teghavadjar 
varrieg 

bed 

yerekhayq 

dznot 
krich (qanta- 

goghat s) , 
qandagich 
kortziq 

undrel 

Qristos 
qrisdonia 

Dznount 

yegeghetsi, 
zham 

klanig, sigaret 
shrchan, 
shrchanag 

qaghaq 

qaghaqagan, 
qaghaqayin 

Kurdish. Syriac. 
pell, zikhiil 	 k6miir 

kharifah 

arziin arz5ni 
giip, chiir liima, pgthii 

shiid 	 pgikha 

pQnir gE ~ t a -
aziichi, dar- clermanchi 

~niin-fir6sh 
chiichik farkha, 

kthaittha 
sar, miiqiil rbsha 

ziirii bechiik, 	 y5l6 zijrQ 
minal 

chin, zinj daqintha 
askana mabrad 

bzhiirain, ha1 mgiibQ16 
chinin 

'&a , lnshikha 
nagrzni, fillah niisriiyii 

Biyald6 

dhr 	 'Qta 

sigiira chigiirii 
g6r, hiiwir diiirah, hiidhra 

shahr, balsd, 	mditii 
biizhar 

mulki, ahli- 15 q6shiinayii 
yalam 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
claim (n.) da' wii (231. daLv5,or iddi'ii da'va 

da' iiwi) 
clan qabilah (pl. qabileh qabil6, 'ashir6t 

qabii'il) or 
'ashirah (pl. 
'ashii'ir) 

clean (acij.) naa i f  piik t6miz 
clean (v.) nadhdhaf yuna- piik kardan, t6mizl6m6k 

dhdhif kun or tanzif -- 
kardan, kun 

clear (pure, giifi; wiidJi1~ giif achiq 
bright) (evident); 

fiirigh, beli 
mawiini (of 
road) 

clerk kiitib munchi, nuvi- kyiitib, yaziji . 
sanda 

cliff jurf (pi. jur- partgiih uchurum, qaya 
fiin) 

clock sii'ah sacat sii'at 
close (v.) ghallaq, yu- bastan, band qapamaq

ghalliq (of 
door) ; sedd, 
yasidd (close 
UP)

closet (water) edebkhiinah khalii memshii, ab-
dest khan6 

clothes hudiim libiis blbis6, ruba 

cloud ghemah (pl. abr bulut 
ghem) 

coal fahm hajari zughiil-i-sangi kiimiir 
eoast siihil (pl. sawii- sGil d6niz kkniiri,' 

hil) siihil 
coat sitrah nimtana shtri 

(Turkish) (jacket); ku-, 

laja (frock-
coat) 

coffee gahwah qahweh qahvb 
cold (in head) zukgm zuksm, sarmii n6zl6 
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EnglisA. Armenian. 
claim (n.) bahanch 

clan dohm, tsegh 

clean (a,@.) maqour
clean (v.) maqrel 

clear hstag, barz 

clerk krakir 

cliff kahavand, 
zhayrrap 

clock zhamatsuyts 
close (v.) pagel 

closet (water) ardaqnots 

clothes hantertz, ha-
koustner, ez- 
kestner 

cloud amb 

coal adzoukh 
coast dzovezr, 

dzovap 
coat verargou 

coffee sourj, kafe 
cold (in head) harpoukh 

Kurdish. 
da' wah, talab 

Gjiikh, khil 

piiqij, piik 
piiqij kir 

zaliil, ruhniik 

kiitib, niwis-
inda 

kandd 

sii'at 
bestin 

, 

jull, libiis 

aur 

fahm, kemiir 
kQniir 

Syriac. 
matlab 

'ashira 

nadifa 
mundiflQ 

eepya 

kiitiimrii 

kandiila 

sii'ah 
Qrhl6, skQrh 

iibidast 

jiili 

aiwa 

shekhbr6 
rakhkha 

d-m5ya 
jubbah, siiko, giidda 

qaftiin 

qahwa qahw5 
sarmii shauba, zukiim 
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h'nylish. Arabic. Persian. Turkisi~.  
cold (in chest) suc51 surfeh nBzl6-i-sadriyh 

cold bard sarmfi soghiicl 
(temperature) 

cold (adj.) biirid sard soghiiq 
collar yiiktlah fukul, yiikheh yaqaliq, yaqa 

I 

collect jama', yijma' jamc kardan, toplamaq 
kun 

collision tagiidum musiid6m6, 
chiirpishma 

colonel miriilai sartip yiiim-maqiim 
(lieut .-col.) ; 
miriilai (full 
col.) 

colour rang rBnk 
colours (flag) baira q bairaq, sanjaq, 

'alkm 
colt muhr kurreh tiii 
comb (n.)  misht shiina taraq 
come 
come (imper.) 

jii: ~ a j i .  
t a  a1 

iimadan, iii 
biyii 

gklm6k 
gel 

comfortable mustar* (of riihat riihat 
person) ; mu-
r$ (of thing) 

command (n.) amr (pl. awii- farmiin Bmr, buyii- 
mir) ruldu 

commander qamandiin sardiir q6mandiin 
commerce tijiirah tijiirat alish-vBrish, 

tijiirht 
commission mii'miiriyet ma'miiriyat me'miiriyBt 

commodore ra'is uqtiil daryii-begi filo suviirisi, 
qumidor 

communica- muwiigalali muwiigaleh mukhiibhr6 
tion 

companio~i rafij or rafiq rafiq, hamriih arqadash 
(pl. rufaqii) 
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English. Armenian. Syriac. 
cold (in chest) gourdzqi 

tsourd, 
mrsadz 
(gourdzqen) 

cold tsourd siir qaririitha 
(temperature) 

cold (adj.) bagh, sarrn siir, zukum qarira 
collar otziq milwiinka, yiikhah 

yiikha 
collect ha;aqel pin khestin, mjiim6'16 

gilir kir 
collision untharoum mugiidama mkhiiya lekh-

dh5&6 
colonel kndabed miraliii msaliii 

colour k u ~ n  rang gauna 
colours (flag) trosh sanjaq bairaq 

colt mdrouk juwiini, kurrah mfihirtha 
comb (n.) sandr shiinik mesreqta 
come kal h5t ith616 
come (imper.) yegour (sing.), warZ ti, tGmun (p l . )  

yegtq (~1.)  
comfortable hanhst riihat, hisii r h i t t a  

command (n.) hraman amr pugdiina 

commander hramanadar . q6mandiin qomandiin 
commerce arrevdour tujiiret, 5lish- biizerganiitha 

v6resh 
commission badver, hants- sepiirish wa~ifii 

nararoutiun 
commodore navi hrama-

nadar 
communica- haghortag- mukhiibara mukhgbarah 
tion tsoutiun 

companion ungeragits hiival, d6st khaura 
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English. ' Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
company jamii'ah guriih 

fassembly) 
company buliik dasteh 
(military) 

compass qiblaniima qibleh numii 
N. sham51 shamiil 
NE. sham51 sharqi shamiil-i-

sharqi 
E. sharq mashriq 

SE. janiib sharqi jantib-i-
. sharqi 

S. janiib janiib 
SW. janiib gharbi janiib-i- " 

gharbi 
W. gharb maghrib 

NW. sham61gharbi shamzl-i-
gharbi 

compensation ta' w i a  taliifi, ujrat 

complain 

condemn 

condition 
(state) 

condition 
(stipulation) 

confess 

confidence 

taqim 

buliik 

pussla 
shkmiil, yildiz 
shkmiil-i-

sharqi 
sharq, gun 

doghusu 
j6niib-i-sharq, 
kkshishl6m6 

jkntib, qibla 
j6nfib-i-gharb 

gharb, gun 
batisi 

sh6miil-i-
gharb, qara 
y6l 

tazminiit 

ishteka, yash- shikiiyat kar- shikyiiy6t k t -
teki dan, kun or m6k 

niilidan, niil 
hakam, yah- mnjrim jesasina hukm 

kam (of judge) kardan Btm6k 
hiil ( P I .  ahwiil) hiilat hiil 

shai.t, ( P I .  shu- shart shart 
riit) 

qarr; yaqurr i'tiriif kardan, i'tiriif Qtmkk, 
or ictaraf, kun iqriir QtmQk 

confirm haqqaq, yu- iqriir, nuga,rrar tasdiq 6tmbk 
haqqlq kardan 

confiscate &bat, pa&- zabt kardan musiidara Qt-
bat m6k 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
company hasaragoutiun jamii'at j amZCah 

(assembly) 
company koumardag buliik .dastii 

(military) (250 zinvor) 
compass goghmatsuyts qibbaniimg 
N. hiusis shimiil garbya 

NE. hiusis-arevelq 


arevelq tiivhalsiin saq yGma, 
madenkha 

SE. haraf-arevelq , 

S. haraf taraf6 qiblat6 taimna 
SW. 	 haraf -arev- 


moudq 

W. 	 arevmoudq riijiiviii, mii'erwii 


gharb 

NW. 	 hiusis-arev-


moudq 


compensation pokharinou- jerm ;-iwZz 
tiun, vnasu 
hadoutsanel 

complain kanka dil gili or shikiit miishk616 
kir, giizin kir 

condemn tadabardel hukm kirin ZwEd giiniikiir 

condition vijag hiil, ahmiil hiil, ahwiil 
(state) 

condition bapman shafi s h a e  
(stipulation) 

confess khostovanil iqriir kir miid616 

confidence vsdahoutiun imiin, dilhisiii, itibiir 
itimiid 

confirm , hastadel, isbiit kirin muqwi 
sdoukel 

confiscate kravel, prni &atsib kirin, sh5qil 
arrnel zabit kirin 
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English. 
confusion 

congratula-
tions 

conquer 

(a city) 

consent (n.) 

consequence 

Constanti-
nople 

consul 

consulate 

consultation 

content 
contraband 

(a@-)
contract (n.) 

convenient 
conversation 

convoy (12.) 

cook (12.) 
cook (v.) , 

cool 
COPY (n.1 

GLOSSARIES OF WORDS 

Arabic. Persian. 
qalabiiligh tashnish (of 
(turmoil) ; things) ; bi-
ikhtiliit ; nazmi (of
'ademtibte persons) 

tahniyah (sing.) tahniyat 

intasar, yan- 
t asir 

fetah, yiftah 

ridhii 

natijah 

qunsal (pl .  
quniisil) 

qunsalkhiinah 

mashiiwarah 

r ii&i 
mamnii' 

muqiiwalah 

muwiifiq 
haki, hachi 

khaf ar 

'iischi 
tabakh, yat- 
bakh 

biirid 
niskhah (pl. 
nisakh) 

ghiilib shudan 

@.iftan, fath 
kardan 

qabfil kardan, 
riizi shudan 

natija 

qonsul 

qonsul-khiina 

mashvarat 

qani' 
qachaq, ma-

mnii' 
qabiila (com- 
mercial) 

muwiifiq 
mukiilama, 
suhbot 

badraqah 

iish-paz 
pukhtan, paz 

khunuk 
nuskheh 

Turkish. 
qaris hiqliq, 

qalabaluq 

fkth 6tm6k 

n6tijk 

Istambol 

qonsolos 

riizi, khoshnud 
qachaq 

mukiivbl6, 
bazarliq 

miingsib 
sol1b6t, laf 

qonboy, qo- 
ruma 

iishji 
pishirmkk 

serin 
nuskha, siirht 

mailto:@.iftan
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Armenian. Kurdisii. Syriac. 
kliarnagoutiun, parishiini, be- shghushyii 
shpotoutiun hishiiril-ini 

shnorhavorou- tahgni mbiirakhiathcongratula-
tions 

conquer 

(a city) 

consent (n.) 

consequence 

Constanti-
nople 

consul 

consulate 

consultation 

content 
contraband 

contract (n.) 

convenient 
conversation 

convoy (n.) 

cook (n.) 
cook (v.) 

cool 
COPY (n-1 

tiun, ' achqi 
loys ' 

haghtcl 

dire1 qaghaqs, 
nvadj el 

havanoutiun, 
hamatzaynou-
tiun 

hedevanq, 
hedevoutiun 

Constantnu-
polis or 
Bolis 

hiubados 

hiubadosaran 

ghalabah kirin, ghiilib 
ber kirin 

fatih kirin, 
qtandin 

qabiil, rizii 

natija 

Istambiil 

biiliijs, qonsi- 
16s 

qonsilkhiina, 
biilioskhiina 

mziibit 

raziiithii 

pl5ti.i 

Istambiil 

qiinsiil 

qiinsilkhiinj; 

masli.hst 

peBIkha,rZzi 
mfierma, qa-

chiigh 
qilbiil 

muniisib 
mha,mzemtii 

khorhrtagtsou- mashwara 
tiun 

koh 
maqsakhuys 

hagabadger, 
hagarag 

harmar 

riizi, kiidin 
qachiigh 

muqiiwala, 
sanad 

mun5sib 
khosagtsoutiun akhiifbin, 

khabardiin 
bahag, hede- himiiyat, gha- mham6y6 
vort fiirat 

khoharltr iishchi mbashliina 

zov siir, jamid qarira 
orinag, pad- naskha naskha 

jen 
Y 
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English. 
(v.) 

cord 
cork (m.) 

corkscrew 
corn (cereals) 
corporal 

cost (n.) 
cotton 
council 
count (v.) 

country 

courageous 
course 
(direction) 

court-martial ' 

cover (v.) 

cover, take 

cow 

Arabic. 
nesekh, yen- 
sakh 

khait, siitli 
sidiidah (stop- 
per), fllin 
(substance) 

burghi 
hubiib 
ijnbiishi 

qimah 
gufn
mejlis 

ehasab, 
yahsub 

biliid, mem- 
lekah 

shaj jii' 
jihah, tarf 

diw5n harb 

ghatta, yu-
ghatti

hassan, 
yuhassin 

baqarah, 
h5shah 

cowardly (dj.)jabbiin 
creek . khalij 

crescent hi151 ' 

crew malliiba h 
crooked a'waj 

Persian. 
istinsiikh kar- 

ilan, kun 

rZsmiin 
sar-shisheh 

pish-e butri 
gandum 
wakil 

q'mat 
pambeh 
majlis 
shuml~rdan, 
shumsr 

mamlakat 

dilir 
jihat 

divTin-i-harb 

piishidan, 
piish 

Turkish. 
siirht chekmkk, 

istinsiikh Qt-
m6k (writing) 

ip, iplik 
tapa (in bottle), 

mantiir (sub-
stance) 

burghu 
boghdiii 
an-biishi 

pahii, fi'at 
pambiiq 
m6jliss 
siiimaq 

m6rnl6kbt, 
watan . 

yiyit,mutbjassir 
geminin yolu 

(ship's) 
diviin-i-harb 

ortmbk 

panhiin shu- sipkr iilmaq, 
dan, shau gizlbnmhk 

gSu in6k 

tarsii qorqzq
murdiib . qai, boghaz 

hi151 hi151 
ahl-i-jihiiz gQmi tii'ifksi 
ka j 6yri 

crops hiisil, rnahgdiit mabiiliit mahsiiliit 
cross (9.) 'abar, ya' bar ubiir namiidan gkchmQk 
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Etzglish. Armenian. Kurdish. S?jriac. 
COPY ( 4  orinagel sllekil or nsekhl6, kthiilh 

nasekh kir 

cord baran, lar waris, ris, blng khaula 
cork (n.) khtsan, man- sar-shfisha piikra 

tarr 

khtsahan burghi, garr 
tsoren ganim, dakhl dakhla, khetf6 
dasnabed, onbiishi 6nbishi 
yenthaspah 

kin, arzheq qimat, bahii tin15 
pambag piimbuk, Iiika ktiina 
zhoghov, aclia~i 1nijlis,anjum5n mejliss 

corkscrew 
corn (cereals) 
corporal 

cost (12.) 
cotton 
council 
count (v.) 

country 

courageous 
course 

court-martial 

cover (v.) 

cover, take 

COW 

llashvel 

kavarr 

gdrij 
tzntatsq 

baderazmagan 
adian 

zhmiirtin 

mallti , 

dildiir 
jihat 

dzadzgel, page1 pushlnd, 

mnkl6 

athra 

mar libba 
jihah 

mkiis6li. 

mtiishkl6 

tamerta 

zacl6ii 

istrD 

plima 

khsiida 
'Bmir 

badsbaril , 
bashdbanvil 

gov, cov 

ghats kir 
wrtshiirtin, 
hashlr kir 

ch61, mZngii 

tersiik 

miill-nfi, hi161 

kiwln, kezh, 
liir 

hag ad 
darbbz buin 

cowardly (ndj.) yergchod, vad 
creek khorsh, poqr 

navahankisd 
crescent mahig 
crew navasti, navaz 
crooked gor, dzourr 

crops hountzq 
cross (v.) irar hantibil, 

timatse ant-
snil 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
crowd (n.) qalabiililth, izdihiim qalabaluq, 

jamii'ah jem' iybt 
cruel qiisi, @rim hi-rahrn, ziilim zglim, ghaddzr 
cruise (n.) safar daryii-gardi dolashmaq 

cruiser tarriid, manwiir kruasor 
cultivation zirii'ah, faliihah iibidiini zirii'at 

cup finjiin, piyiilah piyiilell, jHm ky,Ess&,finj.in 
cure (.ti,.) shifii iliij shifa 
current (n.) jarayiin sail aqinti 

curtain pardah parda p8rd6 
custom-house gumruk gumruk giirnriik 
cut (u.) gas?, yaguss ; buridan k6ssm6l; 

qata' ,yaqtac 
dagger khanjar (pl .  qama 

khangjir) 
daily(adj.) yiimi har-riizeh 

I 
daily (adv.) y6miyan 116r giin 
dam (n.) sudd sadd s&dd, b6nd 
damage khisiirah zarar, z i y h  zarar 
damp (adj.) murfib namniik n&mli 
dangerous mukhtir khatarniik tbhlikhli, q6r- 

qiilii 
dark mua l im  t '5rik qaranliq 
darkness -dhulmah t iiriki qaranliq 

C 

date (time) tiirikh tsrikh tgrikh 
date (fruit) tarnrah (pl. khurrnii khurma 

tamr) 
daughter bint (pl.baniit) dukhtar qiz, k&rim6 
damn fijr biimdiid shafaq 

day y6m (p l .  riiz giin
aiyiim) 

clay (opposite nahiir riiz giindiiz 
to  night) 



341 GLOSSARIES Ol? R70RDS 

English. Ar fnenian. 
crowd (n.) ampokh, 

khouzhan 
cruel ankout 
cruise (n.) navayin 

bduyd, had-
zoumn navi i 
dzovou 

cruiser hadzavorag 
cultivation mshagoutiun 

CUP pazhag
cure (n.) tegh' 

current hosanq, 
hortsanq 

curtain varakoy r 
custom-house maqsadoun 
cut (v.) gdrel, pazhuel 

dagger tashoyn' 

daily (dj .)  oragan, arn- 
enoria 

daily (adv.) 
dam thounip 
damage vnas, gorouscl 
damp khonav 
dangerous vdankavor 

dark mouth 
darkness khavar, mtou- 

tiun 
date (time) . tvagan . 
date (fruit) armav 

daughter toustr,aghchig 
dawn arshaloys 

clay or 

day (opposite tsoreg 
to night) 

Kurdish. Syriac. 
qalabiilikh qalabiilikh 

jamii'iili 
ziilim qesh ya 
safar saf ar 

chiindin&, zarra'iitha 
jutyiiriy6 

finjiin, piyiila hjiin,  qatkha 
iliij, chlra nibiisirntii 
5 - 6 ,  sail sail 

parda perdfi 
gumruk giimruk 
birrin q&f6 

khanjar, kkrik khanjiir 

kul yam' 
sadda, bend sikra 
zyiiin, zerar khisiirah 
tam, shil talila, ratiwa 
khafardar, mar darak, 
bdarak m5ri zeliitc 

tiir, diirk kheshka 
t iiri khiiyi?. 

zamiin, wakht tiirikh 
khnrma khiirniii 

kich briita 
sp&d;Ti, spk- eriiqti d-yijmii 
dar6zh 

rijj y6m5 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
dead meyyit murdeb ulu, ulmish 

deaf atrash karr siighir 
dear (person) 'aziz, mal~biib 'aziz 'aziz 
dear (price) ghiili giriin pahali 
death maut marg iiliim 
deceive ghashsh, fir-iftan, firib aldatmaq, 

yaghishsh or giil zadan, hi1i:-6tm6k 
zan 

December Kiiniin el-aw- Dai, Kiiniin-i- Kyiintin-i-
wal auwal BvvQ1 

deck sath safha-yi-kashti goverti: 
declaration i'liin el-harb i'liin-i-jang i'lzn-i-harb 

(of war) 
decree (12.) a ,  a farmiin iriidc? 
deep 'amiq 'amiq dQrin 
deer ghaziil Bhii gbyik 

defeat (n.) inkisiir, hazi- shikast khur- inhiziim 
mah dan 

defeat (v.) kasar, yaksur ; shikast diidan, inhizBm 
ghalab 'ala deli Qtmbk 

defend &fa', yudZfic difii' kardan, muhiifaza 
bun or himii- QtmBk, qori- 
yat kardan, maq
kun 

deficiency 'udam kifiiyuh, kami 
nuqgiin 

thakhin, ghaliz, rnush- s1q 
mushtabik tabik 

depreciation khalal, nuqsiin nuqsiin khalal 
(of troops, 
guns, &c.) 

describe waqaf, yoqaf bayiin kardan, ta'rif QtmQk, 
kun or wagf anlatmaq 
kardan, kun 

desert (~n.) ch61, barr biyiib6n yabiin 
desert (v.) terek, yitruk guziishtan, braqmaq, tbrk 

g uz" btmhk 
deserter hiirib min gurikhteh qachaq 

el-'askariya h 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
dead merradz, mer- mirig mitha 

rial 
deaf khoul karr karra 
dear (person) sireli 'aziz 'aziza 
dear (price) sough, thank agJan 
death mah merin mota 
deceive khapel gharriind, muf'6lQ 

khalatiind 

December Tegtemper Kiiniin6 au~val Kgnun qamiiya 

deck tstigon-navi 
declaration haidararel 

(of war) - (baderazm) 
decree (n.). . vdjir, hramman farmiin, iriida qiiniinii 
deep khor chiil, kiir 'amiqa 
deer aydziam, egh- ghaziil, iisik ghazBla 

defeat (n.) 
jerou 

bardoutiun shkastink, twiira 
bezZndin6 

defeat (v.) haghtel shkast, beziin- twbr6 
din 

defend bashdbanel khiidln kir rnbiimblk 

deficiency theroutiun, khmiihi, nuqsiiniitha 
bagasoutiun nuq~iin 

dense khit, thantzr ghaliz, gir6n yaqiira 

depreciation vadtharat-
(of troops, soumn (zorats, 
guns, &c.) thntanothits) 

describe nkarakrel wayf kir mtiin616 

desert (n.) anabad bari, ch6l bariya 
desert (v.) tasalig linel, bar diin shweqlb 

pakhchil 
deserter tasaliq qachiigh qachiigh 
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English. Arabic. Persian. TurEisl~ 
desk mektebah miz-e tahrir ch6kmCjk 

despatch (n.) risiilah risiileh, murii- tahrirat 
saleh 

destroy kharrab, talaf kardaa, mahv Qtmklc, 
yukharrib kun bozmaq 
or dammar, 
yudammir 

detain 'a$tal, yuc atf il nigiih diishtan, aliqonia y 
btiz di'ishtan 

deternlination 

devil 

diarrhoea 

die 

difference 

difficult 
dig
d~nner 

direct (adv.) 

dirty 
disappear 

discharge 
(cargo, v.) 

discharge 
(dismiss, v.) 

jazm, qariir 
(decision) ; 
iqriir, taqmim 
(firmness) 

shEtiin (pl. 
shEy iifin) 

is-hiil 

miit, yamiit 

farq 

qa'ab, zal~ma 
hafar, yahfir 

tagmim 

iblis 

is-hiil 

murdan, mir 

farq 

mushkil 
kandan, kan 

qariir (decision); 
iqdam (firnl- 

ness) 

slieit,iiu 

is-hi1 

olmkk, vQfZt 
QtmQk 

farq . 

zcr, giich 
qazmaq
akhsham 
yhmkyi 

doghru 

pis, kirli 
ghii'ib olmaq 

'asha (in even- shiim 
ing) ; ghada 
(at noon) 

giibal 

wasikh 
ghiib, yaghib 

farragll, yu-
farrig11 

baftal, yu-
batf il 

mustaqiilian 

chirk 
gum shudan, 
shau m ghii'ib 
shudan, shau 

bt?r andiikhtan boshaltmay 

nlurakhkhas izin vhrmhk 
karcia11 saliv6rm6k 
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Bnylish. Arnzenian. .Kurdish. Syr iuc. 
desk kraseghan mGz, p6sh- miz d-kttithii 

taklita 
despatch (n.) (bashdonagan), kitlb, klghaz kthiiwa 

namag 
destroy qantel, averel khariib kir mukhrfil6 

detain . bahel, pandel a t i  I da\viq 
(lit. ' to put in girtin 
pris011' or 
'under arrest') 

deter millat ion voroshoumn rliyat zakhlu clasd ruatin 
gamq, mdat-
routium 

devil tev, sadans slinitllll dCw% 

diarrhoea tanchq, por- zik chbin6 iziila d-kiisa 
loudsana 

1 


die merrnil mirin, jiin d l  mithle 

difference darperoutiun, farq plirshiinyll 
zaaazanoutiun 

difficult tzhvar zahmat zalilnat 
dig pore1 kuliin, kiindin khp6rh 
dinner jash, unthriq niinishiio ghadiiya, 

(evening meal) IthZramsl~ii 

direct (ctdv.) shidag,oughigh, dirist cliiz 
oughghagi 
( =direct to) 

dirty aghdod pis, chirkin mtiimya 
disappear anhedanal hindii or nl- fetl6, ghibl6 

diylr, bu 

discharge barbel bar6 garlli nlyiilit fiiniZ 
(cargo, v.) . dainaniil 

discharge artzagcl,vrnclel 'azil kirin, rhe nlpiilit 
(dismiss, (0.) kiriil 
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English. Arabic. 
discipline (n.) ni&51n 

discover 

disease 

dishonest 

disobedient 

clispersc 
(trans.) 

displeased 

distant 
district 

ditch 

diver 

divide 

division 

dock 

dockyard 

doctor 
dog
donkey 

door 

doubt (v.) 

keshef, yik- 
shaf 

mar& 

khsyin, mfi 
siidiq 

'iigi 

tashshar, yu-
tashshir 

mi?r i i a i  

ba'id 
n i i ~ y a h( p l .  
naw*i) 

Persian. 
nazm, riyiizat 

daryiiftan, 
daryiib 

nii-khushi 

nii-durust 

sarkash, '*i 

lnutafarriq 
kardan 

nii-sizi 

ba' id 
niibiyeh 

Turkish. 
niziim-u-intiz-
iim 

bulmaq, kbshf 
6tmbk 

khastaliq, 'illet 

khirsiz, insiif- 
siz 

itii'atsiz, dik- 
bssh 

daghitmaq 

clarghin 

uzaq 
qazii, niihiya 

h6nd6q 

dalghich 

khandaq (pl .  khandaq 
khaniidiq) 

,ahawwiiq (also ghauwiiq 
submarine) 

qassam, yu- taqsim kardan, taqsim Qtmhk, 
qassim kun 

firqah ( p l .  firqah 
firaq)

sawwa, yusaw- kardan, kun 
wi 

hau& el-ma-
riikib, dok 

minii li-ta'mir kZr-khgneh-i-
es-sufun kashti-siizi 

bakim tabib, hakim 
kelb ( p l .  kiliib) sag 
hamgr ( p l .  Fa- khar, uliigh 

mir) 
biib (pl .  ab- dar 
wiib) 

ayirmaq 
fiqa 

y:pmpq, 
etmek 

g6mi hauzi, 
t6rsiinQ hauzi 

t6rsiin6 

hekim 
kopek 
Qshek, 1n6rkQb 

qaPu 

shekk, ya- shakk kardan, shiibhh Qtndk 
shikk kun 
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English. 
discipline (n.) 

discover 

disease 

dishonest 

disobedient 

disperse 
(trans.) 

displeased 

distant 
district 

ditch 

diver 

divide 

divisiou 

do 

dock 

dockyard 

doctor 
dog
donkey 

door 

doubt (v.) 

Armenian. 
garkabahou-
tiun, hrahank 

kdnel, yerevan 
hanel 

hivant outiun 

anbargeshd 

anhnazand 

daradzel, 
kravel 

ankoh, clliad- 
jadz 

herrou 
kavarr, 
shrchanag 

1'0s 

loughag, hou- 
zag, chri dag 
souzogh 

pazhanel 

chogad 

unel, anel 

gayan navi, 
avazan navi 

navaran 

pzhishg 
shoun 
esh 

dourr, tourr 

gasgadsil, 
daragousil 

Kurdisib. 
tarbiah, 
naziim 

dit, kashf kir 

nasiikhi 

khiiin, bB-
sharm 

Zqi 

tafriq kirin, 
raviindin 

na riizi, na 
qabiil 

diir 
qaza, waliit 

cha bin ivk 

qismat kir, 
bahrk da 

hakim 
sell 

dari, dergii 

shakk kir, 
bshubhat bii 

Syriac. 
~eizii, tarbiali 

mgiil616 

nassakhiitha, 
mar5 

khii'in 

'iiyi 

myei*pis 

~iiiriizi 

yiirikhii 
qaza 

ghe~lh 

mpd6lB 

liakim 
kalba 
khmiirii 

tar's 

shik 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Tur7cish. 
dragoman tarjumiin (pl. rnutarjirn thrjuman 

draw 
(map, kc.)

draw(pul1) 
draw up 

(document) 

draw up (line 
of troops) 

tarjumiiniyah) 
resem, yersem 

jarr,yvajurr 
resem, yersem 

or keteb, yik- 
tab 

gaff, yaguff 

dress (intrans.) labis, yilbas 

dress (truns.) 
dress 

(a wound) 

drift (v.) 

drink (n.) 

drink (v.) 

drive (trans.) 

lebbes 
rabat, yarbut 

f afa, yaffii 

sherbali . 

shcrib, yish-
rab 

siiq, yasiiq 

rasm kardan r6sm 6tmdk 

keshidan cllbkmbk 
rasm kashidan, tanzim 6tm6k 

kash 

gaff bastan, tanzim 6tm6k 
band 

piishidan, geyinmbk 
piish 

aeyindirlu6k 
marham gu- ryara) baghla- 
ziishDan, maq 
guziir 

bii sail raftan, suyun aqinti- 
rau sil6 qapilmaq 

sharbat ichqi 

Zshiimidan or ichmhk 
nshidan, 
niish 

riindan, riin siirmbk, qosh- 
durmaq 

siirclli, kzlas- 'arabaji 
kaclli 

gbarq shudan, boghmaq 
shau 

gharq kardan, boghulmaq 

driver (of car- 'arabachi 
riage) 

drown gharaq, yagh- 
(intrans.) raq 

drown (trans.) aghraq, yugh- 
riq 

drunk sakriin (pl. 
sakiirii) 

dry (v.) yebbes, yu- 
yebbis or 
nashshaf, yu-
nashshif 

dry (adj.) yiibis, ntlshif 
duck besh, battah 
dust tGz, ghubiir 

kun 
mast 

kllushk kar-
dan, kun 

' 

kbushk 
iirdak 
gard 

shrkhosh 

qurutmaq 

quru 
orddk 
ttiz 
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Engli.~?~. 
dragoman 

draw 
(map, &c.) 

draw (pull) 
draw up 

(document) 

Armenian . 
t.arkman 

kdzel kdzakrel 
(gardez) 

kashel 
horinel, krel, 
sharatasel 
(vavera kir) 

draw up (line jagadetsncl, 
of troops) . garkel 

dress (intrans.) haknel 

dress (trans.) haktznel 
dress tarmanel, 

(a wound) viragabel 

drift (v.) hosanq 

drink (lz.) khmeliq, urn-
beliq 

drink (v.) khmel 

drive (tmns.) varel (a car), 
kshel (horse), 
vanel (enemy) 

driver (of car- qshogh 
riagc) 

drown heghtsnoul, 
(intrans.) kheghdvil 

drown (trans.) kheghtel 

drunk kinov, 
harpadz 

dry (v.1 chortsnel 

dry (atlj.) chor 
duck pat, bat 
dust poshi 

Rurcli.c7~. 
tarjams11 

rasem kir 

niwisin 

r6za kir 

jilik bar kir 

darmiin dii 

hiit bar Zv6 

sharbat 

vakhwiirin 

Syrinc. 
terjmiin 

rshiml6 

kthiil6 . 

eweale  r6zn 

lmeshl6 

' mdurmennb 

mshiip616 

shtiiya 

shthlk 

saht kir, be- sl~ktl6, seqlQ 
zi'iftin 

'arahachi Zriib5chi 

khanneqin ghreqlh 
. 
khanneqiindin 

sarkhwash ri'irniiyz 

hishik kir miibeshlb, bzriz 

hishk wishs 
wiirdek, batek batta 
toz, kh6ll tBz, 'epra 
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English. 
cluty (tau) 

dynamite 

dysentery 
each 

ear 

early 

earth 
earthen 
earthwork 
east 

Easter 

eastern 
easy 
eat 
egg 

Egypt,
Egyptlan 
elbow 

embark 
(intrans.) 

embarkation 

cmpirc 

Arabic. 
resm (p2. ru-
siimlt) 

d i n E d  

is-h51 dem 
kull 

u a n  (dual 
uana in)  

min wagt (in 
good t~me)  ; 

' badri 
a r a ,  tr5b 
turlbi, tini 
mitrls 
sharq 

'f d el-qiylmah 

sharqi 
sehl 
akal, yii'kul 
bEdhah (pl .  
bF&) 

Masr 
Masri 
'nlts 

rekeb (yir- 
kub) fi safi-
nah 

rukiib 

daulah, mem- 
lekah 

Persian. 
gumruk, b5j 

diniimit 

is-h5l 
har 

giish 

ziid 

zamin 
khiiki 
kh5k riz 

Turkish. 
vkrgi, rhsm 

dinamit 

is-hEl 
her bir 

sulss  

BrkBn 

arz, toprsq 
topraqdan 
istihkyiim 

khHwar, sharq sharq; giin 
doghusu

'f d-i-fash Biiyiik pas- 
qElya 

sharqi sharqi 
l s l n  qolai 
khurdan, khur y6m6k 
tukhm-i-

murgh 
Misr 
Misri 
aranj 

bar kashti 
suwh shudan, 
shau 

rukiib 

mamlakat, 
piidshiihi, 

yumur ta 

Misr 
Misrli 
clirsbk 

gbmiy6 bin- 
m6k 

ghmiyit bin- 
mBklik 

d6vl6t 

- .  
employ (thing) ista'mal, yas- isticm51 kar- qullanmaq 

tacmil dan, kun 



351 GLOSSARIES OF WORDS 


English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
duty (tax) max biij, gumruk kherj 

dynamite clinamit, 
ouzhanag 

dysentery thanchq is-hiil is-hiil 
each yiuraqanchour, har, har-kas kulkhii 

ammen meg (for persons) 
ear aganch giih niitha. 

early ganoukh zii qaliila 

earth yergir, kedin ard, Zkh (soil) ar'il 
earthen gavayin zh-iikhi min-'epra 
earthwork hoghathoump chapare Bkh6 chapar d-'epra 
east arevelk khawiirasiin, madenkha 

khuraliit 
Easter Zadig 'gdha d-pegha, 

'Edha giirii 
eastern arevelian zh-tavhalsiin madenkhlya 
easy heshd, tiurin hiisiin, siiniihi saniihi 
eat oudel khwiirin ikhell6 

havgith, tzou hhk, khii bhtah 

Egypt Ekiptos Misr Meser 
Egyptian Ekiptatsi Misri . Meqrlya 
elbow armoug anishk, biila- qiirsiiltii 

mishk, biila- 
milka, kin-
Zrishk 

embark nav mdnel sar gamiya rkiilh b-markwa 
(intrans.) cha 

embarkation nav mdneln 

empire deroutiun, gay- daulat, iirkat imprlttithii 
sroutiun, in- 

. qnagaloutiun 
employ (thing) kordz adzel istimiil kir mustuCmill6 
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EnqZis7h. Ambic. Persian. Turkislh. 
employ (men) istakhdam, tashghil kar- ish v6rmkk 

empty (v.) 

empty (adj.) 

encamp 

encampment 
(of nomads) 

end (trans.) 

endure 

enemy 

engine 
engineer 

England 
Englishman 

enlist (army) 

yastakhdim 
farregh, yu- 
farrigh 

fiirigh 

khayyam, 
yukhayyim 

khiyiim, mu- 
khaiyam 

enha, yunhi 
or khallas, 
yukhallis 

tahammal, 
yatahammal 

'adii (PI. 'ad- 
wiin or a'dii) 

makinah 
muhandis 
(civil or 
military); ost a 
(mechanical) 

Anglaterra 
Anglezi (pl. 
, Anglez) 
keteb fil- 
'askariyah 

enough kiifi, bes ' 

ensign beraq 

dan, kun 
khiili kardan, . boshatmaq 
kun 

khiili bosh 

khaimeh za- chiidir qiirmaq 
dan, zan 

chiidir giih chiidir y6ri 

anjiim didan, bitirmhk 
deh or tamiim 
kardan, kun 

tahammul 
namiidan, 
numi 

dushman 

miishin 
muhandis 

Inglistiin 
Inglisi 

dayanmaq 

diishmhn 

makina 
muhendis (civ- 
il) ; charkhji 
(mechanical); 
isti h kyiim 
alai (engineers, 
military) 

Ingilterra 
Ingliz 

sarbiiz kardnn 'askkrliy6 
(trans.) ; sar- yazilmaq 
biiz shudan 
(in trans.) 

bas, kiifi yhtishir, kyiifi 
bairaq sanjaq, bairaq 

entrench tahassan, yata- sangur bastnn tabassun 6tmhk 
haqsan 

entrenchments istihkiimiit sangur istihkamiit 

envelope , a a r f ,  ghalf zarf, piikat zarf 



353 GLOSSARIES OF WORDS 


English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
employ (men) vartzel ish dii well6 shiila 

empty (v.) tadargel, khiili kir msiipeql6 
barbel 

empty (ad!.) tatarg, tar- 1 1 spiqa 

encamp 
dag

panagel, panag viir kir itiil6 
tnel 

encampment vran tneln, z6m, viir z6ma 
(of nomads) panagourn 

end (trans.) avardel khaliis kir khlislb, tirrll6 

endure - handourzhel, gabr kir, jiin- sb6rQ 
dogal hishik bu 

enemy tshnami dizhmin dishmin 

eng!ne meqena miikina h miikinah 
engineer meqenakordz muhandis muhandis 

England Anglia Inglistsn Engilterm 
Englishman Angliatsi Inglizi Ingl6ziiya 

enlist (army) zinvorakrel, bo 'askar gir- ktiwii siild6t 
zinvorakrvil' tin (trans.) ;la 
(to be 'askar chbin 
enlisted) (intrans.) 

enough pavagan bass bassa, kmiil6 
ensign - nshan, trosll sanjaq, bairaq baidaq 
entrench badneshnerov bar khandaq d k i  snngar 

amratsnel 	 ch6in, bar 
chapar riin-
ishtin 

entrenchments amratsoutiung chapar, khan- sanggri 
daql

envelope dzrar zarf zarf 
kfES.5 	 z 
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English. 
equal (adj.) 

equip 

err 

escape (w.) 

escort (n.) 

escort (v.) 

evacuate 

evening 
every 

everything 
everywhere 

examine 

except 

exchange (v.) 

excuse (v.) 

exercise (n.) 
(physical) 

expect 

Arabic. Pessian. TurkisA. 

jahhaz, yujah- tajhiz kardan, tkjhiz htmkk, 
hiz kun donatmaq 

(s$P)
ghalat, yagh- ghalat; namii- yailish(+ su$x) 
lat; or akhta, dan, numl vlr, ~aiiilrnaq 
yukhti 

inhezem, yen- rastan, rah or qachmaq 
hezirn rahZii yiiftan, 

yZib 
khaf ar, hiiris badraqah qonboy 

rlfaq, haras, hamriih raftan, r Qfaqat Qtm6 
yahrus rau 

khalla, yukhalli takhliyeh takhliy6 Qtmkk, 
m farregh, kardan, boshatmaq 
yufarrigh kun 

mesa sham akhsham 
kull har her 

kull shG hameh chiz hQr shei 
fi kull makiin har jZi her ykre, her 

y Qrde 
fal~as, yaQas taftish kar- tQftish ktmhk, 
(a question) ; dan, kun yoqlamaq 
imtahan, 
yamtahin (a 
candidate) 

ills bi-juz az -dan bashqa 
(su$x)

beddel, yu- ivaz kardan digish QtmQk 
beddil (barter) 

'aaar ,  yac&ir; ma'zfir dZish- 'afv ktmhk, 
'adhdhar tan, diir 'afv ktdirmQk 
(make excuses 
for) 

tamrin, mashq 
r i y l a C a h  
in taaar ,  yan- muntazir mec mu1 QtmQk 

t a a i r  bfidan 



Zfiglish. 
equal (dj.) 

equip 

err 

escape 
' 

escort (n.) 

escort (v.) 

evacuate 

evening 
every 

everything 
everywhere 

examine 

except 

exchange (v.) 

excuse (v.) 

exercise (n.) 

expect 
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Armenian. Kurdish.. Sgriac. 
havasar, hame- bergmbiir, biiriibiir 

mad lvakiiyak 
sparrazinel, 

zinel 

moloril khalat kir ghletl6 

pakhchil, khaliis bu, 'r6ql6, khlisl6 
khuys dal ravi 

oughegits, 
hedevortq 

oughegtsil hirniiyat kir ~&iim616 

tadargel, hklln shwkqlb 
barbel 

;rigoun Qvar, hingiir 'iisertzt 
amen mi, hamrni, har hull 
amen meg 

amen inch hammi tesht kull mindi 
amenoureq har 'arda kull diika 

qnnel f a b  kir, qanj fhesl6, mpii- 
dit teshlk 

patsi illa, magar illa, shmiiq min 

pokhel, pok- badal kirin shaklip 
hanagel 

nerel hijjah, giizin makhli 

marzanq garriindin, ti,- jiiriiba, ist1ii'mil 
lim kir 

sgngalel, dipgin (pers.), siipir 
sbasel kham kirin 

22 -
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English. 
expense 

explain 

explode 
(trans.) . . 

explode 
(intrans.) 

explosion 
export (v.) 

exposed 

ewe 
eye 

face 

faithful 
fall (v.) 

famous 

fanatical 
far 
farm 
f armcr 

farrier 

fat (adj.) 

Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
masraf 1 kharj lrharj, masraf 
rnashrif) . 

fesser,yufessir hlli  kardan, anlatmaq, ta'rif 
kun BtmBk 

fajjar, yufajjir infijiir kardan, patlatmaq 
kun 

infajar, yan- tarakidan, patlamaq 
fajir tarak 

infijiir infijlr patlama 
ha'ath, yib'nth ham1 bi-khiirij dishari gbncldr- 

kardan m6k 
mu 'a r raa  ma'riiz macriiz, achiq 

na'jah miideh mish dishi-qoyiin 
'ain (dual chashm gee 

'ainain, pl. 

'uyiin) 


fa&, yutaffi khiimiish sundiirm6k 
kardan 

wajh ( p l .  riii, siirat 
wujiih) 

amin, sgdiq wafiidlr sSdiq, doghrii 
wagaf, yoga' ; ufthdan, uft cliislimBk 
saqat, yasqut 

(of city) 


'iiyilah ahl-i-lrh5neli familyn, Bv, 
choluqchojuq-
lar 

mashhiir mashhGr, mbshhiir 
nlmdiir 


muta'assib muta'assib muta'assib 

ba' id diir uzaq 

mazra'ah mazra' chiftlik 

felliih (peasant!) ra'iyat, zir5' cliiftji 


atkiir 
~ na"ii1 .. . na'l-band na'al-band, 

baitiir (vet .) 
samin (pl. farbeh sbrniz, shish- 
samiin) man 
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English. 
expense 

Armenian. 
dzakhq 

I<~rdisil. Syriac. 
kharj, maszrif mayrap 

explain 

explode 
(trans.) 

explode 
(intrans.) 

explosion 
export (v.) 

exposed 

ewe 
eye ,, 

, 

patsatrel 

ba.ytetsne1 

baytil 

ba ytiun 
ardadzel 

nshavag, yen- 
thaga(vdanki, 
yevaln) 

maqi,vochkhar 
achq 

tafsir kir, hiil mpiisheqlb 
g6tin 

iigir dB ' mushqilIQ niira 

iigir girt, shqillh niira 
taq5ndin 

la idi dawlat 
heniirtin . 

pQsh qam (prep.), ni-
shan ts 

rneh 'erba, wZna 
c h ~ v  'aina 

extinguish 

face 

inarel 

yeres 

uiriindin, rnchiiui6 
kuzhdin, 
tif 5ndin 

rii, damuchiiv piitha 

faithful 
fall 

havadarim 
ihnal 

r&t 
ketin 

amin 
npillQ 

family undaniq khiin baitha 

famous 

fanatical 
far 
farm 
farmer 

farrier 

hrrchsguvor, nlashhiir, khu- mushhiir 
anvani dzn n8v 

molerrant mutacassib muta'assi b 
herrou diir rahiiqa 
akarag mazra'ah - zr6ta 
skaruga-kordz jiityiir, rCnj- tlqiirZcl3r . 

bar, ziiri' 
bay dsrr na'alband nacalbaud 

fat (odj.) ker, kiroug qaliio, wiz yswa,  
shaniina 
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Enylish. Arabic. 
fat (n.) , dihn, semen 
father ab 
favour (n.) fa&lah 

fear (v.) khiif, yakhiif 
feast 'azilllall 

Pebruary Shubiit 
feeble -aha' if 

ferry (n.) ma'cber 

fertile mukhgib 

fetch jii bi-, yaji bi-
fever sakhiinah 
few qalil 

field mazracah 
fig ' tinah (pl . tin) 
fight (v.) ta' iirak, 

yata'iirak ; 
tahiirab, 
yat abiirab 

fight (n.) 'arkah 

Persian. 

pidar 
iltifiit 

tarsidan, tars 
id 

Shubiif 
za' if 

macbar, 
guzar-giih 

hiisil-khiz 

iiwurdan, 5r 
tab 
kam 

chaman 
anjir 
jang kardan, 
kun 

jaw 

file (of soldiers) saff ( p l .  sufiif) radif, qitiir 

Turkish. 

biibii, p6dQr 
ltQr6nl 

qorqmaq
ziyafht 

Shubiit 
quvetsiz 

@chid yQri 

b6rhkC.tli 

g6tir 
sitma 
az 

tarla 
injir 
muhiir8bQ Qt- 

m6k 

ghavgha, mu- 
hiirbb6 

sira 
doldurmaq 

doln 

fill teres, yitras 

filled matriis 

filly muhrah 
find wajad, yojad 
finger usbu' (p2. 

asiibi') 
n i l  (v.) khallas, yu-

kllallig ;keln-
me1 

pur kardan, 
kun 

purshuda (or 
mamlii) 

miideh kurreh qisraq tiii 
yiiftan, yiib bulmaq 
angusht parmaq 

tamiirn kardan b i t i r dk  
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English. Armenian. I(urdis7~ $yriac. 
fat (n.) djarb 
father hay r b lb  biibii, kakka 
favour (n.) shnorh, barkev ihsiin, minna t, shi-ipiiqzt 

lutf 
fear (v.) vakhnal teriin zdQl6 
feast don, zvard- 'id, bairiim 'idii (eccles.) 

janal, oudcl (days) ; dii-
khinel (i. e. wat, ziiifat 
' eat and (merry) 
drink ') 

E'ebruary Pedrvar Sibiit, Eshwat 
feeble dgar, nihar bEwazh, kiih, zabiin 

zabiin 
ferry (n.) navag, last glmi, kalak gamiya, 

q5yegh
fertile pareper, arka- muklisib: tiiyznii 

vant khosh-'ard 
fetch perel, danel inlnd miith616 
fever dent, jerm t ii shiitha 
few dich, sagav hindik, pechak khachs 

(things only) 
field tashd, dasht, dasht, charnm chamma, haqla 
fig touz hQzhir, hinjir tin%, t6nQ 
fight (v.) grrvel, bader- sharr' kir Qwedhl6 sharrQ, 

azrnel palish 

fight (n.) grriv sharr, jang shard 

file (of soldiers) gark, sharq saff z6gZ d-siildati 
fill ltsnel tezhi kir, purr ml616 

kir 
filled letsvadz, let- tazhi melyii 

soun 
~ I Y  mdroug (tzi) jiilni miihertha 
find kdnel dit, paid5 kir miichiq 
finger mad tili, amust siibhta 

finish (v.) gadarel, lmnt- kllaliis kirin, pi-iricl 
snel tamiim kirin 
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E?tglish. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
fire (n.) 
he-place 
fire-wood 

firing line 

firm 

fish (n.) 

flag 

flat; 

flea 

flee 

fleet 

n i r  iitish atesh 
bukhir i bukhiiri o h  
batab hizam odun 

eg-gaffel-awwal gaff-i-auwal at6sh safi, at6sh 
yQri 

thiibit, qawi ustuwiir, piiya- siqi 
diir, mu&-
kam 

semek, semech miihi baliq 
(sing. sem-
cheh) 

btiraq (yl.  bairaq bairaq 
bayiiriq) 

'ttdil, musattah hamwiir, mu- duz, yasi 
satitah 

burghiith (pl, kak pir6 
bariighith) 

harab, yahrub gurikbtan, qachmaq 
or inhezem, guriz 
yenhezim 

UYW jihiiziit-i-jangi donanma 

.flesh labm 
flock (n.) qatic 
flood (n. : see z6d (overfiow) 
also tide) 

floor a ra iyah  

flour - tahin 
flower warad (pl .  

wuriid) 
fly (12.1 -dhabinah (pl.

dhabbiin) 
fly (v*) tG,yatir 
fog -dhabib 

giisht 
galleh 
sailib 

zamin 

magas 

paridan, par 
meh 

dush6m6, 
dabttn 

iin 
chichQk 

iichmaq 
duman, sis, PUS 

follow tibi', yitba' 'sqab raftan, arqasina gel-
rau mQk,ardina 

g6lm8k 
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English. Armenian. ILurdi~h; Syriac. 
fire(?$.) grag iigir niirii' 

fire-place varraran bikheri bikhhriyh 
fire-wood varrelapayd hizh, chilka, qais6, baf a b, 

diir 
firing line gragi sahnian ardd. sharr diiktha 

d-sharrh 
firm amour, bind zakhm rraq, khailiina 

qawi ' .  

fish (n.) tzoug 

troshag bairaq baidaq , - . 

flat dapag, hart11 dasht, siiwi shf$a 

flea lou kaich pertiina 

flee (v.) pakhil ravi 'r8qli: 

fleet navadorm, 
donnigh ' 

flesh mis gasht begra 
flock (rt . )  hod tarsh, giiriin tarsha , 

flood (n,: see . heghegh, tnfiiri, sap st51 
also tide) chrheghegll hadd6 av6 ' , . 

floor liadag 'ard ar'a 

flour aliur iir, iird fkhiina 
flower dzaghig €4 - warda, chuchiig 

fly (n.) janj maish,<miiz didwa . -
fly (v.) trrchel, trril ferrin thrh 
fog mshoush, mar- mizh, tam khepfitha 

rakhough 
follow hcdevel legal or lepa izellt5 bath& 

hiitin - .  
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EngJish. 
food 


foot 


footpath 

for-

for me 
for thee 

for him 
for her 
for us 
for you 
for them 

forbid 

ford (n.) 

forecastle 

foreigner 

forest 

forget 

forgive 

fork 

formerly 
fort 
fortifications 

fortify 

fortunate 

Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
ekl, fa'iim khiiriik yhyhjhk, y6m6k 

rijl (pl. uijiil) ; qadam, pL ayaq ; yayan 

qadam (on foot) 

(measure) 


sikkah, darb riih-i-kiichak mhslhk, chobln 
yolu 

li-khiitir bariiyi -ichin (follow-
ing word) 

11 bariiyi-man benim-ichin 
lek bariyi-tii senin-ichin 

luh bariyi-ii inin-ichin 
leha bariiyi-ii Inin-ichin 
Iena bariiyi-mii bizim-ichin 
lekum bar+-shumL sizin-ichin 
lehum bariiyi-ishiin inlar-ichin 

mena' ,yimna' qadaghan, qa- yasiiq Qtmbk, 
or naha, dagh or man' 6tmQ deyi 
yanha kardan, kun thnbih htmhk 

makhii&ah, guziir-giih ghchid 
mu' Bber 

ghmi bashi 
qamarasi 

ejnabi ajnabi . 6jnhbi 

ghiibah, z6r jangal, bisheh ormiin 

nesi, yinsa fariimkh oniitmaq 
kardan, kun 

'afa 'an, ya'fu bakhshidan, baghishlamaq, 
'an bakhsh 'afv htm6k 

chingiil, changiil chatil 
sh6kah 

gabl, siibiqan siibiqi?, siibiqii, Qvv6lj6 
qal' ah qal' a qal' Q 
istihkiimiit higlr-h5 istihkyiimiit 

istahkam, istibkiim istihkyiim 
yastahkim diidan, deli htmhk 

badhidh nik-bakht bakhtyiir 
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English. Annenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
food snount, gera- khwiirin, tesht ikhiila 

gour 
f ~ o t  vodq P& aqla 

footpath shavigh 

for- hamar b6, li tii, qa, li 

for me intz harnar fiili, qlt i  
for thee qez hamar tdokh, q6-

tokh 
for him anor hamar b6wi qiite 
for her anor hamar b6wi tiilah, qiitah 
for us mez hamar b6ma f iilan 
for you tzez hamar b6wii tiilaukhiin 
for them anontz hamar b6wiin tiilaihi 

forbid arkilel bariirn kir mr&riml6 

ford (n.) hegheghad, borr, derbiiz borr6 
houn kedi 

forecastle verin masn 
khelats navi 

foreigner odaragan Gharib, ya- 
biinchi 

niikhriiyii 

forest andarr ghiibah,
tarriish 

ghiibah 

forget morrnal zhbir ch6n nsh6l6 

for give nerel zh6 bhurtin, 
'affi kirdin 

shweqlh 

fork padarrakagli, changiil chengiila 
chatal 

formerly 
fort 

gankhav 
amrots 

paishin, barin 
yala; chapar 

b-qamaitha 
sangiir 

fortifications a,mroutiunq, chapar chaparb 

fortify 
pe*

axnratsxlel istihkiirn kir muzkhiml6 

fortunate pakhtavor khudin-bakht mar giida 
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English, Arabic. 
fowl dajiijah 
fox thaclab (PI. 

thaciilib) 
France Fransa 
free (adj.) hurr 
free (gratis) bi-lgsh 
freight (cargo) him1 
freight , nbl 

(charges) 

Frenchman Fransiimi 
fresh . ' jadid, tiizi' 
Friday YGm el-

jumcah 
friendly muhibb 
frighten khawwaf, yu- 

khawwif 

from- min 


from ine minni 
from thee minnek . 

from him minnuh 
from her minha 
from us minna 
from you minkurn 
from them minlium 

frontier hadd (pl .  ' 

hudiid) 
frost , ' jalid 

fruit thamar, 
f5kihali (pl. 
fawiikib) 

fuel faljin ; hatab 
(wood) 


full matr iis 

funeral jinilzali 


funnel (of ship) madkhanlLll 

Persian. Turkish. 
murgh tawuq, 

riibiih tilki 

Fir iinseh Fransa 
iiziid skr-best 
majj iini (adj.) badi-hava. 
biir-e kashti yiilr 
kiriiya . nevl 

FrZnsiiwi Pransiz 
tiizeh tiizk 
Jumcah Jumca giinii 

diistiineh dost 
tarsiinidan, qorqutinaq 
tarsiin 

az -dan (jbllozoing 
the noun) 

az man bkn-dkn 

az tii sbn-d6n 

az ii iin-dan 

az ii Zn-dan 

az mii biz-dkn 

az shumii siz-dkn 

az Ishiin Znlar-daii 


sar-lladd hudud 

yakh qiraghi, don 

iniwch mciv6, ykmish 

siiklltani, . odun, atwh 
hirneli oduiiu 

Pur dolu 
jan5za '(or jeiiaz6 * 

tadfill) 

cliiclkash baja 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
fowl hnv mirrisll k kthaithn 
fox aghves riivi t &la 

France Pransa E'ransa E'aransa 
free (adj.) ' azad iiza, sarbast Bza : :  1 

free (gratis) tzri, jokh balBsh, khurriii herwii 
freight (cargo) navou per b iir tiinii d-giimi 
freight navou vartzq masiirif, haqq hiiqii cl-tiin5 
(charges) [' navloun ' 

(Turkis11)l 
Frenchman E'ransatsi Paransiiwi Paransiiya , 

fresh tharm , ' tgza, nfi, tarr khiitha, tarra 
Friday Ourpath AinB, Jiimah Grfita 

friendly paregarnagan bd6stlhi b-khiirfithn 
frighten vakhtsnel tersiindin muzdkl6' 

from- : (not in use se- zh min 
parately) 

from me intzme zhmin minni ' 

from thee kezme zlltZ minnokh 
from him nnke, anorme zhwi minn6h 
from her nnkc, anormc! zhmi minnah 
from us , , mezme zbmii minnan 
from you tzehe zhw5 minnaukhn 
from them nnontslnc zhmiin minnaihi 

frontier sah man rseniir, sni.l~ndll siniir . 

frost yeghiam, snrr- jamid jalid, qtlrazlva 
namaniq 

bdough mBmah pbrk, tYunt5, 
yekdiinii 

fuel vnrreliq . 

full li, letsoun tizhi,tBr milya 
funeral taghman jnnn5za .qnhr, tishnlisht,n 

hant es shin 
funnel (of dzkhneluyz, 

ship) tzakarr 
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Engli.9h. 
further 

fuse (n.) 

gale 

gallop (v.) 

garden 

garrison 

gate 

gazelle 

gazette 

gear 

gelding 

general 

generous 

gentle 
German 
Germany 
get 

get up (rise) 

ghee 

Arabic. 
ab'ad 

fatilah (pl. fa- 
tiiyil) 

z6bacah, 
fortiinah 

rakadh, 
yarkufi or 

fiirad, yufiirid 
bustgn (pl. 
basiitin) 

muhiifadhah 

biib (p l .  ab-
wiib) 

ghaziil (pi. 
ghazliin) 

j aridah 

churgh es- 
siniin 

h ign  mukhsi 

mushir, qii'id 

karim 

latif 
Almani 
Almiinyii 
hagal, yfias- 

sil 

giim, yagiim 

dihn 

. Persian. Turkish. 
diirtar claha uzaq 

fatileh fetil 

tiifiin, biid-i- firtina 
shadid 

chlr na'l dart na'al 
raftan gitmQk 

b5igh 

siikhlii mustahfizin 
'askhi 

darwiizeh qapu 

ghaziil 

riiz-niima. 

rakht, asbiib QQtlBr, 
taqim 

biir-gir, idish iit, beigir 
lkhteh 

sardiir fhriq, qoman- 
dan 

sakhi jlimerd 

narm, mul5iyim muliiyim 
AlmSini Alemiin 
Almiin Alemiinya 
ylftan, yiib almaq, niiil 

Qtmek, y6tish- 
mhk, 

bar khiistan, qalqmaq 
khiz 

ranghan dihn, yagh 
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Englisih. Armenia.n. Kurdish. Syriac. 
further aveli, aveli diirtir (dis- z6d5 

herrou 	 tance), galak- 
tir, purtir (in 
addition) 

fuse (n.) baythoutsich 

gale potorig tiifiin karapkch, t6-
p5na 

gallop (v.) qnrrasmpakel beziindih mu$r616 

garden bardez ' ba&cha, bis- bzgchii 
t5n 

garrison bahaban zorq 'askarb qalii q5riiwiil 

gate tarbas dergs, dari tar'a 

gazelle vit Bsik, &aziil ghaziilii 

gazette lrakir (news- giizbta, r6zh- giiz6tii 
paper); bash- niima 
donagan tsou- 
tsag (official 
list) 

gear sbasq, gaz- iilat, khirrii- iilitiiitha 
madzq mirr 

gelding vortzad (nerqi- biirgil bargila 
nialsialtzi) . 

general zoravar sar'askar sar'askar 

generous vehantzn, ara mard, dilma- libbii ptiikhii 
datzerrn zin, juiimbr 

gentle azniv narm, khwash nikha 
German Kermanatsi Almiini Almniiya 
Germany Kermania Almgnya Almiinya 
get tserrq perel paid5 kirin d m e l l k  m6yi 

get up (rise) yelnel rlbi qimlC 

ghee ~ e g h  riin,karZ mishkha 
qaliindi 
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English. Ambic. 
girl bint (pl. 

baniit) 
girth batiin 
give a'ta, yucfi ; 

anfa, yanfi 
give in istaslam, 

(surrender) yastaslim 
glad farhiin, masriir 

glass (of win- j im 
ciow) 

glass (for gliis, shiishah 
drinking) 

gloves kufiif (sing. 
keff) 

g 0 - riih, yari* ;
sBfar, yusiifir 
(on a jour- 
ney) 

go away . riih 

(in$n .) 


go away riih, emshi 
(imper .) 

go in dakhal, yid- 
khal 

go out kharaj, yakh-
ruj 

go (of machine)mesha, yimshi 

Persian. Tuikish. 
dukhtar qiz 

tang qolan 
diidan, deh v6rm6k 

taslim t6slim-olmaq 
shudan, shau 

khush-hiil mkmniin 

shisha jam 

piyiileh ' qadbh 

' dastkash-hi QldivQn 

raftan, rau gitinbk 

rawiineh gitmbk 

shudan, shau 

bi-r6, gum- 
shau 

diikhil shu- 
dan, shau 

biriin raftan, 
rau 

kir  kardan 

goat 

God 
gold 
good 

good-bye (to 
friend depart- 
ing) . . . 

tEs (he-goat) ; buz 
'anzah (she- 
goat) ; macaz 
(collect.) 

AllBh 
-dheheb 
tayyib, zzn 

fi amiin ,411iih 
or maca 's- 
seliimeh 

Khudii 
zar, talZ 
khiib 

Khudi hiifiz 

git, qacli 

ichhri-gitmbk, 
girm6k 

chiqmaq 

ishlkmhk 

k6chi 

Allah 
altun 
eyi, giiz6l 

nllaha 'smar- 
ladiq 
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Bnglish. Arwletziafa. liurcZis7~. S'yrinc. 
girl aghchig kich, kanishk briita 

girth PO% gab bart iing tiinga
give dal dln iwell6, yawel 

give in ant znadour taslimkir msiilemlB 
line1 

glad ourakh dilkhwash, pgikha, khadia 
shsd 

glass (of win- abagi (badou- shiisha, j5nl shush5 
dow) hani) 

glass (for pazhag tariir, shiishah kiisa 
drinking) 

gloves tzerrnots lapik, shelik bra'idhiitha, 
lapikkstha 

go- yertal ch6n izell6 

go away herranal zhdarva chirn npiqlQ. 

( i n , .) 


go away kna! heratsir ! birau? harra, pliit 

(imper.) darkava 


go in ners yertal hiitindar6 iw dr6 


go out tours yertal chiinzhdar npiql6 bariiy6 

go (of machine) knal, sharzhil, chiin piilikh 
yertal, megnil 

goat aydz bizin 'ezza 

God Asdvadz Khudii, KhudB Aliihii 
gold vosgi z6r diihwa 
good pari chiika, bisha, tiiwii, rands 

s an i  
good-bye (to mnas parov balrhaterlta piish b-shayna 
friend depart- (sing.),mnak 
ing) parov (pl.), 
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English. 


(reply 


goose 
govern 

government 
governor's 

o Ece 
grain (corn) 

grapes 
grass 
grateful 

grease (n.) . 
great . 
greatcoat 

greedy 

green 
greet 

grey 

greyhound 
grocer 
groom 
ground (n.) 

(run aground) 

GLOSSARIES OF-WORDS 

Arabic. Persian. 
Alliih yessel- 
limek or Alliih 
yil;lfa@ak 

wazzah, battah qiiz 
hakam 'ala, hukiimat 
yahkam kardan 

hakiimah daulat 

Turkish. 
oghurlar olsun 

qiiz
idiir6 6tm6k 

hukumbt 
idzrat el- mahall-i-hukii- qonaq 
hukiimah mat 

habublt, ta'iim ghalla 

'anab angiir 
hashish giyiih 
shlkir,mimniin haqq-shinls, 

boghdai 

uzum 
6t 
mut6sh6kkir 

yagh
buyuk 
qapot, palto 

shakiir 
charbi 
buzurg 
biilii piishi 

dihn 
'a@m 
palto, 'a,bl 

(of Arab) 
tammB' 

akhaa r  
sellem 'ala, 
yusellim 'ala 

haris, gzmand ach-gozlii 

sabz y6shil 
t&iyeh kar- &lam-v6rm6k 
' dan, kunorsa- 
1Bm kardan, 
kun 

eshheb, ramiidi khlkistari 

saliigi tiizi 
baqqll baqqsl 
sais (pl . sayyiis) mehtar 

kir, boz, giimii-
shii 

tazi 
baqqll 
se' is 
yQ 
oturmaq 

ardh, g5' 
sheleh, yish- 
lah 

zamin 
bi-rigrandan 

(trans.), 
bi-rig khurdan 
(intmns.) 
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Armenian. Kurdish. ASyriac. 
yertas parov 
(sing.), yertaq 

goose 
govern 

parov (pl.) 
sak 
ishkhel, gara- 

qiiz, sonii 
bukm kirin 

varel 
government garavaroutiun hukfimat hukmii 
governor's garravar- sariii gar8i 
office chadoun 

grain (corn) tsoren (i.e. dgn, dindik 
wheat) ; serm 
(i.e. seed);meg 
had (i. e. one 
grain) 

grapes khaghogh tiri 'inwi 
grass khot gig gilla 
grateful y erakhtaked shekerdiir shakiira 

grease (n.) jarb chiior, qalso mishkhii 
great medz mazin, gaurii rriiba 
greatcoat hasd verargou siik6, ab8 'abiiyah, siik6 

greedy shadager, dza- tamak8r kisiin8 
gachq 

green ganach shin, kask yarfiqa 
greet parevel, vogh- s a l m  dii dr816 shliima 

chounel 

grey korsh, mokhra- b6z, spi g66,  khwiira 
koyn (grey-
coloured) 

greyhound vorsishoun tiizhi t i z i  
grocer nbaravadjar baqiil buqiil 
groom tziaban mihtar, saiyis mbt8r 
ground (n.) kedin, yergir ard ar'ii 

(run aground) khradz, god- gami la-Zkh 
radz katin 
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Bnglish. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
grow (raise) zara', yisra' riiyaniclan clliyarmaq, &k- 

m6k (sow) 

guard (n.) hiiris, nGtfir qarGvu1 qavas, b6kji 

guide (n.) dalil r5hbar qulawuz (pron. 
qla-uz), yo1 
gosteriji 

guide (v.) hada, yahdi or riihnumii'i, yo1 gost&rm6k, 
dell, yadill kardan, kun d6liilQt QtmQk 

guilty m u a n i b  muqaggir qabiihatli 
gulf khalij khalij korf 6z 
gun (cannon) madfac (pb. t;Gp f "P 

mad&') or t6p 
( p l .  atwiip) 

gun (machine) rashshiish tiip-e musalsal mitralyiiz 

gunboat ghiinb6t ghiinb6t 
gunner t6pchi (Z. tiipclii ' topji 

t6pchiyah) 
gunpowder biiriid biiriit biiriit 
GYPSum jugs iihak j ips 

had (I) kGn 'andi ' diishtam b6nim (bbndh) 
varidi 

hail jn.) hiiliib tagarg, tagar dolu 
hair shacr miii siich 
hairdresser muzeyyin salmiini muzeyin 

half nuss nisf yarim, yari, 
buchuy 

halt (v.) . wagaf, yogif w5 istiidan, diirmaq 
ist 

halt (imper.) ogaf bi-ist dur 

halter (n.) reshmah af siir yular 
hammer (n.) matraqah chakush ch6kij 
hammer (v.) daqq, yaduqq kiibidan, k.iib chaqmaq 
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English. Arzenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
grow (raise) hastsnel, medz- hishiniinin, mamti 

tsnel ruiinin 
(trans.), liis-
hin b6in 
(in,tmns.) 

guard (n.) bahnort, baha- pZswGn, ya- natriinii 
ban riinil 

guide (n.) arrachnort, dalil, shiiraziii .dalil 
onghetsuyts 

guide (v.) arrachnortel rriii nishiin dii miikhz616 
iirkha 

guilty hantsavor giinahkiir gunahkiir 
gulf dzots, khorsh 
gun (cannon) thntanot tap fap 

gun (machine) lneqenagan t6p khudiin t6pang miishi-
hratsan charkh niiyii 

gunboat thntanotanav 
gunner thntatzig tapchi topchi 

gunpowder varrot darmiin, bbriid tizii, diirmiin 
gYPsum pourr, kadj ; gaij, jas . gech 

alchi (Turk-
ish) 

had (I) ounetsadz hain (v.), min ithwiili 
ha-bii (Ihad) 

hail gargoud tairk, zipek b a r a a  
hair maz mii, par mezz6 
hairdresser saprich rnuzayyin muqritznii 

d-mizt,ii 
half ges niv pelgii 

halt (v.) gank arrnel riiwastan, mutiilb, klbl6 
dainiin 

halt (iwzper.) get'sir rfiwustii, be- kli, (pl.) klimiin 
sakkinii 

halter ( r ~ )  tzion gab hafsiir niikhta 
hammer (n.) mourj chiikiich chiikuch 
hammer (v.) tarpnel daq kir mdiiqiqlb 
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English. 
hand 

hand grenade 

handkerchief 
hang up 

harbour 

hard 
harlot 

harvest (n.) 

hastily 

hat 

hate (v.)  

have-

I have 
thou hast 
he has 
she has 
we have 
you have 
they have 

have not 

Ara7ic. 
yed or id (pl. 
adi) 

qumbalat el-
yed (pl.qan5- 
bil el-yed) 

Persian. 
dast 

khumpare-yi-
dast 

kefiyah, mendil dastmiil 
'allaq, iiwikhtan, 
yu'alliq iiwiz 

farhiin kiimriin 

minii (pl. ma- bandar 
wiini), bandar 

qawi sakht, sift 
gahbah junda 

hasiid (season); dirau ; hiisil 
h5sil (pro- 
duce) 

bil-'ajel 

shefqah 

kereh, yikrah 

(pronominal 
SU$X added 
to preposition 
'and, meaning 
'with ') 

'andi 

'andek 

'anduh 

'andeha 

'andena 


(crop) 

shitiibiina 

kulah, 

kariihiyat 
kardan, 
kun 

diishtan, diir 

dlram 

diiri 

dlrad 

diirad 

dlrim 


'andekum diirid 
'andehum diirand 

mii 'andi, &c. na-diishtan, 
pa-dfir 

Turkish. 
61 

mendil 
lsmaq 

mesrur 

liman 

s6rt, qati 
rospi, fahishe 

mahsul (crop) ; 
bichim vaqiti 
(season) 

aj46 il6 

shapqa 

(pronominal 
sujix added 
to the thing 
possessed, 
followed by 
viir) 


-im viir 

-in viir 
 , 

-i (or si), viir 
-i (or si), vsr 
-imiz viir 
-iniz viir 
-1kri (or Iari) 
v5r 

y6q (used like 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
hand tzerq dast i&a 

hand grenade tzerrqi rroump, 
rrmpag 

handkerchief tashkinag dasmzl, kafiya yiilikhtii 
hang up ' gakhel haliiwistin, tl6l6 - . 

iiwiz kir 
happy ourakh, zvart, khwijsh, dil- khadiyii 

yerchanig sevik 
harbour navahankisd &a 

hard gardzr sakht, rraq qeshya, sart 
harlot hanragin, tsop qahba ziinitii 

(' poz ', vulgar) 
harvest ( n )  hountzq, arti- hasiid, khar- khizdii 

Unq man, diriin 

hastily shoudov, adja-' blaze! jeldi 
baranoq 

hat klkharg barnaita, kliio kiisitii 
franji 

hate (v.) adel ' waki dizhmin sn616 
g;* 


have- ounenal (use prep. ith) 

I have ounim min haya itti, ith 1'1 
thou hast ounis t a  haya ittokh 
he has ouni iiu haya itt6 
she has ouni iiu haya ittiih 
we have ouninq ma haya ittan 
you have ouniq wa hapa itt,aukhE 
they have ounin wiin haya ittiii, ithlhun 

have not ch'ounenal min nina, &GI iatti 



376 GLOSSARIES O F  WORDS 
1 


English, Arabic. 
have you ? 'andek ? 

hay qishsh, tibn 

he hGa 

Persia,n. Turkish. 
iiyii mi-diirid ? -ink v5r-mi ? 

giyiih-i- quru ot -
khushk burma -u 

sar 
dard-i-sar 

o 
bash 
bash iighrisi 
biiriin 
or du m6rk6zi 

saghlam 

isitmaq 

harSrbt, sijaq 
aghir 
jihennem 

head 
headache 
headland 
head-quarters 

healthy 

heap (n.) 
heap up 

hear 

heart 

heat (v.) 

heat (n.) 
heavy 
hell 

helm 
help (v.) . 

help (n.) 
her 

herd (n.) 
here 
hide (trans.) 

rii7s(p l .  ru'iis) 
waja' rii's 
rS7s ( p l .  ru7iis) rSs 
markaz 

k6mah 
kawwam, 
yukawwim 

semi', yismac 

qalb (pl. 
quliib) 

ahma, y&mi 

harr, hariirah 
thaqil 
jahennam 

sakkiin 
sii'ad, yusiicid 

musEcadah 
-ella, -ha, -a 

(sufix) 
qa t i' 
liina 
akhfa, yukhfi 

markaz-i-
sipah-siiliir 

tandurust, 
ch5gh 

tiideh 
tiideh kardan, 
kun 

shunidan, 
shunau 

dil 

garm kardan, 
kun 

garmiil 
sangin 
diizakh 

sukkiin dum6n 
madad diidan, yardim-6tm6k 

deh 
yiiaari yardim 

ona 

galleh siirii 
inj5 . biiraya, biiracla 
~anhgn  kar- saqlamaq, 
dan, kun gizl6m6k 

panhiin . saqlanmaq, 
shudan, shau gizl6nmbk 

buland yiiks6k 

hide (intrans.) ikhtafa, yakh- 
taf i 

high 'iili 
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Syriac. 
gall6 ittokh ? 
i th 16kun ? 

tiina, gila 

Zwa, 6 
rBsha 
mara d-r6sha 
r6mta 

Bn.glis7~ Armenian 
have you ? ouniq ? ouniq 

touq ? 
hay khod 

he an, aniga 
head kloukh 
headache klkhatsav 
headland sar, saravant 
head-quarters sbayaguydi 

liurdish. 
t a  haya ? 

gi6, k g  

6 
sar 
dardB sar 
shiikh, haliit 

vayr, zorad- 
deghi 

arroghj 

tez, guyd 

healthy 

heap (n.) 
heap up 

hear 

heart 

heat (u.) 

heat (n.) 
heavy 
hell 

helm 
help (v.) 

help (n.) 
her 

herd (n.) 
here 
hide (trans.) 

siikh, s6ghlam ssghlam, siikh 

shkerr kiimah, shkerra 
tizel, goudagel sar dii, takwim rnkGwimlB 

kir 
behistin 

dil 

garm kir 

garm 
,airgn
jehnnnam, 

diizhii 

hiiri dZ 

hGri,yiiri 

gzriin, riin 
harah, Bra 
washiirtin 

bilind 

shm616 

libba 

miishkhennb 

khemma 
yaqiira
gihenii 

'inn6, mhByir 

'aun 
-iih (susx) 

biiqra 
gkha, lakha 
mtiishi.16 

bh61B 

rriima 

lsel 

sird 

dagtsnel 

dagutiun 
dzanr 
tzhokhq 

gheg 
oknel 

oknoutian 
anor 

nakhir 
hos,. asd 
thaqtsunel, 

dzadzgel 
hide (intrans.) thaqchil, 

dzadzgvil 
high paxtzr 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
highroad darb sultiini, riih, shiih-riih jiidd6 (yo]) 

tariq 

highwater medd el-moi madd-i-daryl, m6ddi kylmil, 
dh i z  qabar- 
masi 

hill tell (pl. tuliil) kiih, tappeh t6p6 

hillock tell saghir kiih-i-kiichak thpbjik, hiiyiik 
hilly -dh8t tu ld  past u buland inishli- 

yoqushlu 
him -uh, -hu (su#x) ii-rii, -ash ona (dat.), 

(sufiz) onu (ace.) 
himself . nefsu h khudash kendi 

hinder menac, man' kardan, braqmamaq, 
yimna' kun manic olmaq 

hire (n.) karwah kiriiya qir a 

his -uh, -hu (su#x), -i-ii,-ash (su$x) onun 
miiluh 

hit (v.) -dharab, ya- zadan, zan vurmaq 
-dhrab (strike); (strike) ; 
s8b, yasib (of deim6k (of 
mark) mark) 

hither ila hina bi-in j ii biiraya 
hobbles (n.) 'iqd p8-band 

hold (v.) mesek, yim- giriftan, gir tiitmaq, yiqala- 
sak maq 

hold (contain) wasac ,yasa' gunjiiyish almaq ; sigh-
diishtan, diir maq (to be 

contained) 
hold (a posi- hlma, yuhlmi nipiih diishtan, tiitmaq 
tion) diir 

hold but diim, yadiim mudiiwamat dayanmaq 
kardan, kun 

hold (of ship) 'ambiir ambiir-ekashti, anbar 
(no khan-e kashti 
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English. Armenian. 
highroad arahed, 

arqouni 
jampa 

highwater maguntatsou-
tiun (partzr 
chourn) 

hill plour 

hillock ~ 1 %  
hilly plrayin 

him zaniga (ace.), 
anor (dat .) 

himself noyninqn, 
inqnin 

hinder khapanel, 
arkelq line1 

Kurdish 
rriii, shahri 

girik, hard& 
chiii 

khiidgn chi5 

au 

bekhwa 

man' kir 

hire (TI.) vartzel, gashar kirii, kird l 
re1 

his anor 

hit (v.) zarnel 

hither ays degh 
hobbles (n.) vodnagab

(tziou) 
hold (v.) prrnel 

hold (contain) barounagel 

hold (a posi- kravel 
tion) 

hold out timanal, dogal 

hold (of ship) bahateghi 
(72.) 

wi 

Iiidii, l6khest 

lh"arE71&rE 
kiibl 

girtin 

thabiit kir, 
dast girt 

ambZr gami 

Syriac. 
iirkba 

tella, rumta 

qariij 

awa, -h (sufix) 

g5ineh 

mni'l6 

keri 

diy6, -h (sutx) 

qw6 

mhfim616 

msiib&rQ,did6 

1 These two words should be well pronounced in order to avoid the 
use of s bad word ; the way to do i t  is to skip over i and to stress ca or C, 
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English. 
hole 

honest 

honour (n.) 

hook 

hope (n.) 
hope (v.) 

horse 
horseman 
horseshoe 

hospital 

hostile 

hot 

hour 
,house 

how 

how much 

how many 
hull (of ship) 
hungry
hurry (n.) 
hurry (v* )  

husband 

Ara.bic. Persian. Turkish. 
nugrah (pl. sfiriikh dQlik 
nugar) 

siidiq, amin durust-kgr, doghru 
amin 

nilmiis, sharf ; Sbrfi shiin, sh&r&f, 
ikriim (re- namiis 
spect) 

chingiil (p t .  qulliib chQng6l 
chaniigil) ; 
shuss (fish 
hook) 

rijii, em1 umid iimid 
raja, yarjii umid diishtan, %mid QtmQk 

diir 
hugiin (pl.husn) asp iit 
khayyiil suviir atli 
na'al na '1 na'al, a t  dQmiri 

musteshfa, bimiir-khiineh khasta-khiin6 
khastakhiinah 
muaiidd, dushman diishm6n 

dhudd 
$G (of things garm sijaq 

or weather) ; 
mushawwil3 
(of persons) 

sii'ah sii'at sii'at 
bEt (pl. buyiit), khiineh Qv, kh6nQ 

hash 
shlan, shqad che taur nasl 

shqadr ; bEsh cheh qadar nQ qadar ;qach 
(of price) (of price) 

kam chand qach tiin6 
jised tana t6knQ 
j6'5in . gurasneh ach 
'ajalah 'ajaleh 'aj616 
ista 'jal, yas- dast- iicheh 'aj616 Qtm6k 
ta  'jil Bshu an, shau 


z6j shauhar qoja, Qrkelr 
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Enylisli. dreilenian. Iiurdis7~ Syriac. 
hole dzag kunii niiqba 

honest ' bargeshd riist, dilpiik kbna, diis 

honour (n.) badiv, medza- niiniiis, iiwrii qudril 
ranq 	 (chastity) ; 

qadr, iqbd 
(dignity) 

hook jang, gerr changiil, qulliif qulliiba 

hope (n.) huys Qmiid, hivi Bmiid, hiwi 
hope (v.) housal emiid or rajii 

kir 
itt6 Bmfid (' he 
has hope ') 

horse 1 tzi hasp s k a  
horseman tziavor suwiir, &ayyiil rakiiwii . 
horseshoe bayd, bayd na'l na'la 

tziou 
hospital hivantanots khastakhiina, hakinkhiha 

miiristiin 
hostile tshnamagan dizhmen, dizhmen 

nayiir 
hot daq (water) ; garm kham-ma 

doth (air) 

hour zham s8'at sii'at, shbtha 
house doun miil, khiini baitha, 

how inchbes, inchou chiiwa, kusii, diikhi 
chliin 

how much vorchap chand, chitof k-ma 

how many vorqan, qani chand, chitof k-ma 
hull (of ship) navou marmin tan56 gami 
hungry anothi bersi $€)ha
hurry (m.) shdab, shoud lazi, 'ajalah ajalah 
hurry (v.) pouthal, lazi or 'ajalah mqulqillt: 

shdabel kir 
husband amousin m6r, shii gaura 
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English. 
hut 


I 
ice 
if 
ignorant 

illness , 

immediately 

impossible 

imprison, 

impudent 

inconvenient 

increase 
(trans.) 

increase 
(intruns.) 

India 
hdian 
iadigestion 

i&ntry 

infeatious 

infidel (i.e. 
non-Noslem) 

inform 

GLOSSARIES OF WORDS 

Arabic. Persian. Il?urh$sh. 
garifah (of kappar, kap- qulubb 
mats) par-e hasir-

piish 
ana man 
thelj ~ a k h  
idha, in agar 
jiihil jiihil, n5-diin 

maria, wajcZn nii-khush 

masac&, waj' nkkhushi, 
bimiiri 

hessii, bis- fauri 
sii'ah 

bkn 
buz 
QyBr 
jiihil, ma'lii-

miitsiz 
khasta, keif-

siz 
khastaliq 

der'aqab 

m&iill, musta- ghair mumkin Clmaz, mumkin 
rn 


habas, yahbis 

w a q ~  

fi,bi 

mii muwgfiq 

ziid, yazid 

izdiid, yazdiid 

Biliid el-End 
Hindi 
tukhmah, j5li 

piyldah 

siiri, mu'di 

kifir (pl. kuf-
f5s) 

akhbar, 
yukhbir 

or mustam dByi,l
habs kardan, habs etmhk, 
kun habsa atmaq 

shiikh, bi- BdBbsiz, kiis- 
sharm tiikh 

dar -da (su@ix) 

n5-mun%ib miin5sib&tsiz, 
sikindili 

afziidan, afzii artirmaq, cho- 
ghaltmaq 

afziidan, afzii artmaq, cho- 

Hindustiin 
Hindi 
sii-i-hazm 

sarbiiz-i-
piyiideh 

s5ri 

kiifir 

ghalmaq 
Hindustiin 
Hindli 
sii'i hazm 

piyiidh 'as kBr 

bulashiq (per- 
son) ; siiri 
(disease) 

giaur 

khabar diidan, bildirmBk 
deh 
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English. . Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
hut dnag kepir, qapriina qiipriinii 

I Yes az, lllln iina 
ice sarouts, sarr bafr, s5hul gdilii 
if yethe agar, haka in 
ignorant dked, anous naziin naziini, jiihil 

ill hivant nasiikh kriha, mari'ii 

illness hivandoutiun nasiikhi, Qsh kurhiina, mar'% 

immediately anmichabes, zii, blaz (quick- 5lbiiYii1 
isguyn ly) ; warina, 

herista 
impossible angareli nsbi, niiwii, 18 bariiya, 

ghair mumkin nl-mumkia 
imprison pandargel hapis kir, dii- hbesl6 

siikh kir 
impudent lirp, anzkam bhhaya d-la nekhpa 

in i, mech niv, niio b-go, b-gav, b- 

inconvenient anharmar 
(pre&)

n8 muniisib la munisib 

increase shadtsnel ziiida kir mibedl8 
(trans.) 

increase shadnsl zlid or galak zidl6 
(intrans.) or mazin bii 

India Hndgastan Hindustiin Hind 
Indian Hndig Hindi Hindwiiya 
indigestion anmarsoghou-

tiun 
infantry hedevag, hede- payiida paiyiida 

vagazor 
infectious varagich siiri mabpiiina, siiri 

infidel anoren, anha- kiifir, giiwir, kGpiil.ii 
vad b6-din 

inform imatsnel khabar dii mukhbhrh 
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Enylish. Arabic. Persian. Turkisl~ 
information khabr ittilii' kl1abC.r 

in front 
in front of 

quddiim, 
quddiim, 

pish 
pish-i-

il6ri 
on ( +su$x) dB 

in future fil-mustaqbil dar Gyandeh bundan soiira, 
atida , 

ink hibr murakkab milrkkk6b 
inlet khalij saghir khalij-i- aghiz, boghaz, 

kiichak q6i 
inn khiin (p l .  karviin-sariiy khan 

khiiniit) 
innocent beri bi-guniih qabghatsiz, 

ma'siim 
insane majniin diviina d6li 

inside diikhil, j6wa andariin, dar ichind6 
inspect fettesh, yu- rhuliihaza kar- yoqlamaq 

fettish dan ; nazii-
rat  kardan 
(in sense of 
'superintend ') 

inspector mufettish n5zir inuf6ttish, yoq- 
lamaji 

instruction ta'lim tarbiyat ta'lim 

insult (v.) ahiin, yuhin ih6neh bar- haqgret Btm6k 
dan, kun 

insult (n.) ihGnah ihGneh haqiiret 

Intelligence Diiyirat el- idHra-ye akh- Dayirat el- 
Department mukhiibariit biir mukhiibariit 

intelligent 'iiqil hiishdiir, 'iiqil 'aqlli 
a 

intend qasad, yaqsad niyyat kardan, niyyBt( +su$;x) 
or nawa, kun viir 
yanwi 

interpret terjam, yuter- tarjumeh tQrjum6 Qtm6k 

interpreter 
jim

tarjumiin 
kardan, kun 

mutarjim t6rjumiin 
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English. 

information 

in  front 
in  front of 
in future 

ink 
inlet 

inn 

innocent 

insane 

inside 
inspect 

inspect or 

instruction 

insult (v.) 

insult (12.) 

Intelligence 
Department 

intelligent 

intend 

Armenian. 
deghegoutiun, 
dzanotoutiun 

arrchev 
arrchev 
abakayin 

melan 
moudq, khorsh 

bantog, 
ichevan 

anmegh 

khent, khela- 
kar 

i nersn, nersn 
qnnel, znnel 

desouch, vera- 
gatsou 

telatroutiun, 
hrarnandvou-
tiun 

anarkel, 
nakhadel 

nakhading 

Dzanotoutiun-
peri Bashdo- 
na ran 

oushim, 
khelatsi 

mdatrvil, 
gamenal 

Kurdish. Syriac. 
khabor khabrii 

phshin qamiiya 
p6sh Qam 
pish6 b-zauna d-Zth6 

hob&, rdiiraken bidyfit8 

khBn 

begun%, b6- 
qu~i i r  

din, be-'aql 

niv, nZo 
mul5hadJa or 
mushiihada 
kirin 

khan 

BQna, d-la 
gnahii 

shidiinii 

gawZy6 
msakhsi 

niizir, mufat- msakhsiinii 
tish 

ifiida., tag lim, rnalpiiniithii 
tanbih 

khabarr g6t wE'6r8 

dizhminiii, qaC6rt5 
khabarr 

khabar khiina mansiib d-dii- 
riishii 

'Zqil, tezhfSm 'iiqil, hauniina 

khwzst, ma- b'QI6 
riim kir 

terzumiini kir mpiiol~iql6 

tarjuwin tarjamsn 

interpret tarkmanel 

interpreter tarkuian 
JIES. I B b 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turlcish. 
interview (n.) muwiijahah muliiqiit goriishm6 
into fi, ila dar diikhil ichin6 
intrigue (n.) dasisah dasisa f &sad 

inundation feya&%n sailiib su basmasi 
(overflow) 

invasion dukhiil hujiim, tiikht- tbjavuz 
u taz 

invent ikhtara', yakh- ikhtirs' ij5d 6tm6k 
tari' namfidan, 

numii 
investigation teftish tahqiq teftish 

invite da'a, yad'ii or da'wat kardan, daCv6t dtmbk 
'azzam, kun or mih-
yu'azzim miin kardan, 

kun 
iron (n.) hadid iihan d6mir 
iron (adj.) min badid iihanin dbmirdbn 
irrigate saqa, yasqi iib .diidan, deh siilamaq 
island jazirah (PI. jazireh iida 

jazii'ir) 
is there ? iikii ? hast ? bulunur-mu ? 

v5r-mi ? 
it (nom.) hiia, hiiwa, hiya iin 0, 01 
i t  (acc.) -uh, -ha (-ii) onu 

( ~ ~ 3 x 1
its -uh, -ha (-5) -i-ln (su$x) onun 

(su$x)
jackal wiiwi (pl.wiiwi- shughsl chaqiil 

yah)
jacket sitrah nimtana shtri, mintan 

(Turkish) 

jam marabba murabba rdchbl, tatli 
January Kiiniin eth- Kiinih-as-siini Kyiiniin-i-sHni 

thiini 
jetty eskelah iskaleh iskblb 
Jew Pahiidi (p l .  Yahiidi Yahiidi 

Yahiid) 
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Englis7t. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
interview ( 9 ~ )  desagtsoutiun n~uliiqGt tpZqt(?, 
into i, i nerks niv, la b-, 1- (prejix) 
intrigue (n.) meqenayou- fasiidi, liaid q615 

tiun, tav 
inundation voghoghel, tiifiin, sail6 sZl 

heghegel 5ve 
invasion arshavanq hujiim, khiirat, wirta 

Gzhiitin 
invent hnarel dit khzBlB,'ewe&16 

ikhtirii' 

investigation khouzargou- tahqiq, p6 n~siikhsaytii 
tiun, qnnou- hiliindin6 
tiun 

invite hravirel diiwat kir, mkureml6, 
giizi kir qr618 

iron (n.) yergat 5sin prezla 
iron (adj.) -yergatia d-prezla 
irrigate vorrokel iiv dii miishqblh 
island gghzi jazirah jazirah, iidii 

is there ? ga artiog ? haya ? gall6 ith ? 

it (norn.) "Yn Bu iiwa, iiya 
it (acc.) ad 

its iur -wi(su$x) -Qh,-iih(su,ff;x) 

jackal shnakayl chaqiil , miiwi, tGritha 

jacket badmoudjan satra, Qlakk, guddii 
qutikk, 
shapikk 

jam jam, mourabii murabba murabba 
Janua.ry Hounvar KGniinB siini Kiinun khariiya 

jetty navamaduyts askalah askalah 

Jew Hria Juhi Huaiiya 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
j e ~ e l  j6har (pl. 

jawiihir) 
gauhar mujbvhbriit 

job shughl (pl. shughl ish giij 
ashghiil) 

joiner 
journey 
joyful 

najjgr 
sefer 
masriir 

najjZr 
safar 
farahniik 

doghramaji 
s6f 6r, yoljuluq 
mdsrur 

judge (v.) l~akam, ya.h- diivari kardan muhakbmi? 
kam 6tm6k 

(civi1,~t.) ra ' ismah- qiizi hakim 
kamah 

(religious, n.) q i i a i  mujtahid niufti 

jug ibriq Eftiibeh, kiizeh dQsti 
J ~ Y  Tammiiz Tammiiz TQmmiiz 
jump (v.) qafaz, yaqfiz jastan, jeh atlamaq 

or nat$, yanutt 
June Haziriin Haziriin HazirZn 
jungle ghiibah jangal, bisheh ormanliq 

justice 'adl, insiif 'adl, ins Zf doghruluq, 
(equity) huqiiq

jute jinfiis kattzn-e hindi jinfas 
(or qunnab-e 
hindi) 

keel ka'ab el- omurgha 
markab 

keep khalla 'and, nigZh dbhtan, saqlamaq 
yukhalli 'and diir 
or hafadh, 
y a h f a a  

kettle ketli, j idr 5b-garm-kun, qazan, ibriq 
kitri 

key mift* kilid anakhtar 
kick (v.) refes, yirfus lakad zadan, tbpmbk, tbkmb 

zan atmaq 
kid jedi buzghlleh oghlaq 
bill qatal, yaqtul ; kushtan, kush oldiirmbk, 

dhebeh , kdsm6l; 
yidhbalj 
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Egzglish.. Armenian. Icurdish. Syrinc. 
j ewe1 kohar, badva- jauhar, zinat. kip5 

gan qar d-shiipiiqt.5
job kordz, zpag- shijl, kttr shiilii 

houm 
joiner adaghtzakordz naj jiir nu j Zr 
journep janportoutiun safar saf ar 
joyful tsnclzalits, shiid, dil- miiri khiidiithii 

ourakh shiid 
judge (v.) tadel hukm k i ~ i n  

(civil, . tadavor hiikim, qiizi 

(religious, n.) gronagan tada- q5zi y.Zdi 
vor 

jug gouzh ibriq, iivtin talma, danta 
July Houlis Tammiiz Tiimuz 
jump (v.) tsadgel, biinz dii, shwer6 

vosdnonl jenqin 
June Hounis Khezirgn Hziran 
jungle andarr ghiibah, jangal ghiibah, tar-

riish6 
justice artaroutiun 'adslat kknGtha, inqiif 

juitc ganep (hemp) qinnab, gi;'iG 
sult5n 

keel kok, hadag 
navi 

keep bahel girtin n th6  

kettle san, bdoug qiiziin, tenjiir destitha, maql6 

key panali kilila q a i l a
kick (v.) qatsi dal, pi5 16 diin mkhM raps6 

aqatsel 
kid oul kiir gidhya 
kill spanel kiishtin gtill6 
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English. Arabic. 
kiln kiirah 
kind (adj.) latif 
kind (n.) jins (pl. ajniis) 

king melik (pl. 
muliik) 

kingdom memlekah (pl .  
mamiilik) 

kiss (v.) biis, yabiis 

Persian. Turkish. 
kiira-ye iijur ojaq. 
mihrabiin eyl, insiiniy6tli 
nau' nh ' ,. turlu, 

11"" 

shiih qral . 

mamlakat m6mldkbt 

miich kardan opmdk 

kit (soldiers') aghr5a  (pl.) asbiib dshya 

kitchen matbakh 

knapsack torbah 

knee rukbah (p7. 
rukiib) 

knife sikkin (p2. 
sak5kin) 

knife (pen- chiikiich, 
knife) qalam trash 

knock (at door, daqq, yaduqq 
v-1 

Bshpaz-khiineh matbakh, Zsh 
khiind 

asbiib-dan (or chanta 
chiinta) 

ziinii diz 

chiiqii, kiird bichaq 

qalbm trash 

kiibidan, dar chalmaq 
zadan 

knot (distance) mil (pi. amyiil) mil mil, ddniz mili 
know 'araf, ya'rif, diinistan, dlin bilmdk 

dere, yiclri 
Kurdistan Kurdistiin Kurdistiin Kurdistiin 
lack (v.) iiz, p ' i iz  kam shudan, &sik olmaq 

shau (to be de-
ficient) ;lgzim 
olmaq (to be 
necessary) 

derej nardubiin mdrdivdn 

khiitiin, sitt khiinum hanem: khatun 

ladder 

lady 

lake 
lamb 

bu&rah, h6r daryiicheh go1
tali (pl.tulysn) barreh quzu 
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English. Arn~enian.' Kurdish. Syrinc. 
kiln pourr kiir, tanniir kiirti, 
kind (adj.) pari dilsbz, hebbi mrahmsna 
kind (n.) desag jins giwa 

king takavor sultiin, khum- malka 
kiir 

kingdom takavoroutiun daulat, mam- dawelta, mal- 
lakat kiitha 

kiss (v.) hampourel, miich ltirin, niishiq 
baknel b6sa kirin 

kit (so!diersY) barg (zinvorits) asbiib, tesht6 chiiki 
'askar 

kitchen khohanots matbakh, iish- matbakh 
khiinah 

knapsack makhagh cheltik jant 5 

knee dzoung zhnii, k6dk, birka 
zriini 

knife tanag, zmeli k6rek skina 

knock (at door, zarnel (toure) daqq al-biib mtlaptip 
V* kirin, la- 

dargii dayq 
kirin 

knot (distance) mghon 
know kidnal ziinin i&&l6, yiidhh 

Kurdistan Kurdistan ~urdistiin Kmdistiin 
lack (v.) bagasil, llvazil bhauja bii sniqlb 

ladder santoukh stair, paizlm, simalt5 
pilakiin 

lady digin Ichiitim, khii- khiinim 
uim 

lake lij, ljag bahr yiima , 
lamb karrn barkh barkha 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
lame a6raj lang topiil (man) ; 

aqsiyor (horse) 
lamp faniis, lalnpah chiriigh Iampa, qandil 
lance r u d  (pl.  naizeh mizriiq 

armiih) 
land (n.) ar&, gii' zamin qara (opp. to  

sea) ; mbml6-
k6t (country) ; 
ariizi (lands) 

land (v.)  nezzel, yunezzil bi-khushki bi- qaraya chiq-
(trans.), nezel, riin Svardan armaq (trans.), 
yinzal (in- (trans.), qaraya %hiq- 
trans.) bi-kangr Ema- maq (intrans.) 

dar (intrans.) 
landing party tBiCin 'al-barr qaraya chiqan 

taqim 
landlord (land) malliik miilik-e amliik miilk sahibi 

(of house) siihib miilik-e klliina bv sahibi 
language lisiin, lughah lnghat, zabiin dil, lisiin 
lantern fSniis (pl. f iiniis f 6n6r 

fauviinis) 
large kabir buzurg biiyiik 
last Ekhir; miidhi Bkhir, WE-pa- s6n (in n series); 

(of time) sin gQchi5n 
late muta 'akhkhir, dir ghch 

mubti 
laugh (v.) a ahak ,  khandidan, giilmhk 

yaahak  khand 

laundry maghsal rakht-shii chamashir-
(place) ;hu- khiina khEn6 
diim el-ghasil 
(linen) 

law qsniin (pl. qEniin qiiniin 
qawiinin) 

martial lam hukm 'askari qiiniin-e jangi idgreyi urfiy6 

law suit da' wii muriifa'a da'va 
lay (place, put) hatt, yahutt guziishtan, qomaq, 

guziir yatirmaq 



393 GLOSSARIES O F  WORIDS 

English. Armenian. 
lame 

lamp lapter, lampa 
lance nizag 

land (n.) tsamaq, yergir 

land (v.) tsamaq yellel 

landing party tsamaq elnogh 
khoump 

landlord (land) galvadzader 

Kurdish. 
leng, kullak 

chirii, lampii 
riimm, ram 

'ard 

la-' ard hiitin 
or darbiiz 
b6in 

iigha, siihib 
mulk 

Syriac. 
shilla 

Iampa 
r i i d a  

ar'a, yaushlna 

shiiri'ul 

Ighii 

(of house) 
language 
lantern 

large 
last 

late 

laugh (v.) 

laundry 

law 

martial lam 

law suit 

dander 
lezou 
labder 

khudi-inb mi-il miirii baptii 
zimiin, azmiin lishzna 
fi-iniis, fanar panhzr 

khoshor, medz mazin, gaurii riiba 
verchin 

oush 

khndal 

lvatsaran 

orenq 

zinvoragan 
orenq 

tad 
lay (place, put) tnel, barrgets- 

nel 

pZsh6, iikhir kharriiya 

drang 

kani gkheklh 

shushta-kh5na,m5~6ta d-jiili 
julsh6-khzna 

qiiniin qiiniina 

E,ukmb 'askari, shar'at q6shii- 
qi-iniinh harb niiyii 

da' ma sher 
dainznd, h615 mutiili: 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
lazy kesliin, tembil sust, tambal tkmbkl 

lead (metal, min raqiiqa surbi qurshiin 

M*)

lead (metal, n.) raga surb , qurshiin 

lead (z*.) qiid, yaqiid riih-numii'i gktirmkk, ilkri 
bardan, kun dushmkk 

leaf warqah (pl. barg yapraq (tree) ; 
awriiq) varaq (book) 

leak (n.) naqb, rasheh siiriikh dblik 

lean (adj.) dha'if, nahif Iiighar za'if, jiliz 
learn ta'allam, iimiikhtan, orknmkk 

yata'allam iimiiz 
lease (n.) muddat el- yiirah ijar 

ijGr ;warqat 
el-ijiir 

leather jild charm, piist mbshin 
leave (intrans.) riih, yari* ...-den 

chiqmaq 
leave (trans.) tarak, yitruk braqmaq, 

tkrk 6tm6k 
leech 'alaqah (pl. siiliik 

'alaq), diida 
(pl. diid) 

left (adj.) shimiil, yisiir chap sol , 

1% rijl pii, szq ayaq, bajaq 
Legat,ion (or Sifiirah safiirat, saf5- skfarht (khank) 
Residency) rat-khiina 

leisurely 'ala kEf 11i-fariighat yavash yavash 

lend dzyyan, qarz diidan, odiinj vkrm6k 
yudeyyin deh or 'iiriyeh 
or agradh, diidan, deh 
yupi& 
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English. , Arnzenian. Iiurdish. Syriac. 
lazy dzuyl t.embal kisliin 
lead (metal, gabaria qlii, ziriji, surb min rig@ 

adj.) 
lead (metal, n.) gabar (metal) ; ris@ 

hramanada-
routiun, 
arrachnor-
toutium (of 
army

lead (v.) varel, arrach- p6sh girtin, miikhw616 
nort el riii nishiin d% Grkha 

leaf derev; tought chlii, pak, terpii 
(folio) 	 barak (tree) ; 

Ivaraq, kiilc- . 
haz (paper) 

leak (n.) jeghqvat'sq, k~znii, kunn nuqba 
dzag 

lean (adj.) nihar larr, razhi daqiqa, zacif 
learn eorvil da~girt~in ilepl6, yiilep 

lease (n.) vartzoum k 1 hiijat, 
t5'jir 

leather gashi charm gilda 
leave (intrans.) mnal h6liin shweql6, trek16 

leave (trans.) thoghoul . 

leech dzroug ziiri, dizriik 'alaq, zuriiwa 

left tzakh chap chapp6 
1% 
Legation (or 

srounq, vot 
Tesbauadiun 

p6, siiq shiiqa, aqla 
Safiiratkhiina, 6lchi khiing 

Residency) Ilchikli~na 
leisurely ~arnatsoren, btaniii nikh5 

hankistoren 
lend pokh dal, bdain d6, mdfiyenne 

shnorhel hgarz d6 (moqey) ; 
iwelle 
(general) 
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English. 
length 
Jess 

letter 

lettuce 
level (adj.) 

liberty 
lie (down) 

lie (to tell a) 

lie (n.) 
I~eutenant 
life 
life-belt 

lift 

GLOSSARIES O F  WORDS 

Ambic. Persian. 
tiil diriizi 
aqall, nHqis kamtar 

maktiib (pl .  maktiib, 
makiitib), niimell 
risiilah 
(p l .  rasii'il) 

khess k5hii 
'Bdil (ground) ; rnusattah, 

mutasiiwi hamwiir 
hurriyah iiziidi 
ist'alga, waga' ;dirlz kashi-

niim, yaniim dan, kash 

(rest on bed) 


. Turkish. 
boi, ilzunluq 
daha iiz, 
-dan Iz 

mbktiib 

marul 

diiz (of ground); 

doghru (even) 

huriyht, azadliq 
yatmaq 

keaeb,  
yikdhab 

k i & c  
muliizim 
'nmr, haylt  
hiziim en- 
najat. 

~1151,yashil, 
rafa', yarfa' 

duriigh gtzftan, yal?in soilhmbk 
gii 

duriigh yaliin 
mullzim miif iizim 
zindagi, hayiit hay5t 
kamarband-i- yiizm6yii 

nnjiit makhsiis 
k6m&r, $in . 
qurturi?,n 
kern& 

bar dZsht,n.n, qaldirmaq 
diir 

light (kindle, v.)shac al, yish' a1 ransha.n 

(of sun, n.) n-iir 

light (of khafif 
weight) 

lighter (n.) diibah, chiiyah 

lightning l,arcl 

kardan 

ranshaniiyi 

subuk 

barq 

lights afirvii (e. g. of chiriigh 
ship) ; anwiir 

like (v.) habb, pahibb cliist diishtan 

Y 

niir, ishiq 

khafif 

rnaghiina 

shimsh6k 

fknbrlbr, silipon 
(of ship) 

sevm6k 
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Engl is?^. Art11enian. Kurdish. Syriuc. 
length yergaynoutiun dr6zhi yerkhiitha 
less nvaz k6mter besh qissa 

letter namag kiighad, kthiiwa 
mektiib 

lcttucz hazar, mar01 khass, kiihii kiihi 
level (adj.) hart, liavasar riist sht$a, riiss 

liberty azadoutiun ~ur r iya t ,  iiziii iiziidiithii 
lie (down) barrgil rra keutin, ne- shtehl6 

mestin 

lie (to tell a) sdel, soud driiu kir mdugill6 
khosel 

lie (n.) soud driiu, drii diigla 
lieutenant deghagal miiliizim 
life , gianq zhi, 'umr khiiy6 
life-belt gensakodi 

lift partsratsnel, lleliinin, bar mureml6 

pe l  girtin 


light (kindle v.)varrel, lousa- Zgir kirin, iigir rnt,i-tpif. 

vorcl diin, diigir- 

standin 
(of sun, n.) arev '6zhniii, ruli- biillrii 

niii 
light (of thethev siik, sevekk qaliila 
weight) 

lighter lasd, navag 
perrnagi r 

lightning gapdzag 

lights jrak 

Iikc (v.) ouzel, l ~ n \ r ~ l i l ,  
tsttrigtll 
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Efiglish. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
like (similar mit hl misl-e beiiz6r 

to)
like this hichi in-t aur btz gibi 

lime (material) jusg 5hak kire j 
limit 

limp (v.) 

line 

lip 

liquorice 

list 

(of ship) 

listen 

little (of 
quantity) 

live (exist) 

live (dwell) 

lively 

liver 
load (v.) 

load (n.) 
load (a gun) 

local 

hadd (pl. hadd hadd, kQnlr 
hudiid) 

'araj, ya'raj langidan, lang topallamaq 

khatt ( p l .  khu- satr khatt, chizgi ; 
saf (row) ; 
khali'it (rope) 

dudlq 

SUS 

ditf t6r 

Cgilm6 

dinlhmkk 

az (adv.); bir 
az (n.); kiichiik, 
ufaq (adj.) 

tiit) ; saff (pl. 
sufiif) (row) ; 
habl (rope) 

shifah (dual. 
shifat En) 

siis 
* 

qiiyimah 

mi51 

istzma', yes- 
temi' 

q a ( a . )  
shewEya (n.) 

'lsh, ya'ish 

lab 

siis 

fehrist 

mail nsmii-
clan-e kashti 
bi-tarafi 

giish dldan, 
deb 

kam 

zindaglni yashamaq 
kardan, kun 

sekkn, yiskun or manzil d8sh- oturmaq, 
qac ad, yaq'a tan, diir 

nashit 

kebid 
hammal, 
yfiamrnil 

him1 
teres, yitr as 

nlahalli: 

khush tabc 

jigar 
biir kardan, 
kun 

biir 
pur kardan, 
kun 
nlahalli 

muqim olmaq 
janli 

qara-jiger 
yiikl6m6k 

yiik, hamule 
doldurmaq 

yerli 
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English. Armenian. 
like (similar hamanman, 

to) nman, bes 
like this asor bes, asor 

nnlan 
lime (material) gir 

Kurdish. Syriac. 
wakii, waki, nldamiyii 
wak, miniina 

wak vi, wak av akh-d-iih5 

limit 

limp (v.) 

line 

lip 

liquorice 

list 

(of ship) 

listen 

little (of 
quantity) 

live 

live (dwell) 

lively 

liver 
load (v.) 

load (n.) 
load (a gun) 

local 

sahman 

gaghal 

kidz 

shourtn (p l .  
shrtounq) 

niadoudag, 
maroukh 

tsoutsag 

dxril 

lsel ' 

sagav, 
sagavathiv 

abril 

pnagil 

gay darr, 
arruyk 

liart 
perrtsnel 

perr 

ltsnel 


iihik, gach 
badd, seniir 

kulak bu, shil 
bu 

r6z 

lkv, liw 

siis, miihik 

daftar, jad-
wal, siiihi 

mail gami, 

kilshii 
hadd, tkhiima 

mkiilekl6 

r6za 

siptha 

' 

eidri?, 

tamiiyul gami 

giihdiirin, 

hendek, pe-
chak . 

zhin 

manzil kir, 
sgkin bii 

chaspiin 

jerk 
biir kir 

biir 

mikjithlk 

zijra, 
qisea 

kh616 

skenn6 

kashshira 

kauda 
mutenn6 

t6na 
girtin, darmiin mdiirmenn6 
da 
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English. Arabic. Persiarb. Turkish. 
lock (n.) qua qufl kilid 
lock (v.) qaff al, yuqaffil qufl zadan, kilidldmdk 

zan 
locomotive jarriirah chark-e buk- loqomotif 

hiir-e r5h-e 
locust ' jariid malakh chkkirgd 
log (of wood) ji@' chiib odun 

log (of ship) qaid el-markab rcz-niime-yi- jurnal 
kashti 

long (adj.) t a d  dirlz uzun 
Iook (v.) shiif, yashiif or iihan (ornigiih baqmaq 

biiwac, yu- kardan) 
biiwi' 

look after d l r  biil 'ala, mutavaj jih goz8tmkk 
yadir biil 'ala b6da.n 

look at  biiwa' bi, nigiih kardan, baqmaq 
yubiiwic bi kun 

look-out (n.1 nFbachi, hiiris nigiih biin vlrda 
nobdtjisi 

loop-hole n6cha siiriikh mazghal dbliyi 

loose (adj.) mafkiik (un- sust, gushiida rabtsiz 
bound); rakhfi 
(not tight) 

loot (n.) nahb, ghani- ghiirat, yagh- yaghmii, 

mah mii ghanimht 


lose -dhEyyac,yu- gum kardan, ghiiib Qtmdk 

dhGyyi' kun 


loss kGsiirah (pl. ziyiin zarar, zayiit 

khasii'ir); faqd 


losses (in t elefiyiit talaflt 

battle) 


lotzse qamlah shipish bit 

love (z'.) habb, yaJ>ibl~ dust diishtnn, sCvn1i.lc 


5shiq bfidau 
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Englisli. Ar~nenian. Kurdish. ~Yyriac. 
lock (n.) paganq . q!fl nipla 
lock (v.) pagel, goghpel qifl kir qfelle, ghleql6 

locomotive 

locust 
1% 

log (of ship) 

long 
look (v.) 

look after 

look a t  

look-out (n.) 

loop-hole 

loose (dj.) 

vayrasharzh charkhii iiliit6 miishinii 
bukhiir 

morekh kula, chakerjik qamsa 
dzarri gojgh, qiirma, diir qorma 

gojgh
navabedi ora-

kir 
yergar deriizh yarikhn 
desnel, nagil fakkirin, tam- gSshiq 

iisha kirin, 
, rwiindin, 

m6za kirin, 
nttirin 

kliamq danil niuhgfaaa mtagbir 
(t.0 take kirin, himiiyat 
care of) ; pnd- kirin 
re1 (to seek 
for) 

nael, tide1 fakeriiin, bark- ntkrk, kh6rC?ill 
khwa dii 

shrchated, ted piiswiin, hiiris niif iira 
navi 

hradzerb, pak- sfirSkh, lrunii biz'n 
hsdi djampa 

tuyl, luydz shil, laqliik mrapiya 

loot (n.) ' avar, gogho- tgli-in nbhba 
boud 

lose gortsnel, ' berzii msiikkrii, 
gorousanel hind5 kir khsiirCt 

loss gorousd zarar zarar, khesiirah 

losses (in gorousd, vnas khusriin, tI iqi 
battle) khisiirat 

louse vochil sp6h qalma 
love (v.) sirel, siraharil khwiizin, miikhib 

bibin, \\rBin, 
'ashq kirin 

MES. I C C 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
low nzsi, wiiti past alchaq 
low water jezr el-moi jazr-i-daryii d6niz jhzri, d6- 

niz chdkilmesi 

Ioyal am'h (pl. farmiin bar-dar, sadiq 
aminin) shiih-parast 


luck nasib bakht bakht 

h%age aghri ia  (pl.) asbiib, ashy5 Cshya 


lunch ghada na hzr oil6 y6m6yi 
lung mac liiq, riyah shush, riya aq  jig& 

(riyat Gn) 
machine makinah msshin, charkh charkh, maqina 
machine-gun rashshiish tiip-e chand mitralyiiz 

lfilage khud 
pur kun, tiip- 
e musalsal 

mad maj niin diviina d6li 
magazine makhzan el- makhzan-i- blriif makh-
(ppwder) biriid biriid zeni, j 6b-khh6 

maize i a r a t  esh- zurrat misr boghdayi, 
shiim dzri 

major bimbiishi sarhang bimbfishi 

make sawwa, yu- siikhtan, siiz yapmaq 

sawwi 


man (male) rejul (pl. rijiil) mard 6rk4k 
or rijSil (p l .  
rijajil) 

man (perfion) iidami, nefer adam 
manager mudir niizir idiir6 &den, 

e mudir 
many kathir, hewiiyi khaili choq 

map kharitah or khariteh, kharita 
khartah naqsheh 

March A  ,  M r  Parwardin, Mart 
AzSir 

march (n.) masir (of harakat, mashi harCk6t 
troops) 	 (pro 

mashy). Also 
kiich 
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English. 
low 
low water 

loyal 

luck 
luggage 

lunch 
lung 

Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
tsadzr khmlr, kiirt khhtya, kirya 
chri tsadznaln, 
deghadvou-
tiun 

havadarim amin, khudln tiibit 
saz, muhlis  

pakht bakht, Daulat iqbal 
gah gaarasi kelomel, aabiib,miine 

tisht-misht 
michnadjash tiisht, ch5st shEriith8 
toq sull, shush rkt8  

machine meqena miikina, l lat miinhinii 
machine-gun meqenagan tap khudiin topang mii-

hratsan charkh shiniiy6 

mad khent din, bh'gqil shidgnii 
magazine mtheranots makhzanb makhzan 
(powder) varrotaran biiriide d-biirud 

maize ekiptatsoren ziirat -dhiira 
. . 
major hazarabed, bimbiishi bimbiishi 

major 
make unel, shine1 chai kir . 'ewedhle 

man (male) mart merdv, pi56 niisha 

man (person) anntz 
manager kordzagadar sarkirdil, mtagberinii 

niizir, pkshkfir 
many shad, pazma- galak, zfif, riibii 

tiv ziir, pirr 
qardez 

March Mard Azlr A&ar 

march (n.) qalel, yertal kiich, mar- ziilti 
halat, sair 
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English, 
march (v.) 

mare 
marine 

mark 

market . 
marksman 

marriage 

marsh 

mast 
master 

GLOSSARIES OF WORDS 

Arabic. Persialt . 
mesha, yimshi kcchidan, 

kcch 
faras miidiyiin 
bahri bahri 

nish8n (target) ;nishiin, 
ether (e. g. on 'aliimat 
gaper) -

biizi'irsuq
neshenchi tir-and&, 

tufasy-andGz 
zawSj (state) ; ariisi (wed- 
'urs (wedding) ding) 

116, (pl .ahwiir) khaliib, mahal 

dugal sutfin-i-jah8z 
siihib, ra'is iiqf 

mat biiria, bas5t hasir 
match (lucifer) kibrit, shakhii- kibrit 

fah 
matter, i t  does m5 yukhHlif aibi na-d8rac1 
not 

mattress d6shek diishak 
M ~ Y  Aiyiir, M5yG AiyBr 
me -ni ( s ' L ~ ~ x ) m a 6  

Turkish. 
yiiriimEk . 

qisraq 
silahendaz 

nhfhri (n.)' ;-
bahriy Q (ndj.) 

nish8n ; 
tamgha 
(on paper, kc.) 

charshi, p5ziir 
nishiin ji 

nikiah 

balchiq, 
hataqliq 

dirQk 
6fBndi, satlib * 

hasir 
kibrit 

sarar yoq . 
shil t 6 
MBy is 
hbni, bana (to 

me) 
m~srbogh-

dayi 
mealies idJrah . 

mean (signify) 'ana, ya'ni ma'ni dzshtan, nB dBm6k 

meaning 
measure (u.) 

ma'ng 
qzs, yaqis or 
qaddar, yu- 
qaddir (of 
size), kg], 
yakil (of ca-
pacity) 

diir 

paimiidan, 
paimii 

(='what clocs 
...mean ?') 

ma'na 
iilchmBk 

measure (n.) qiygs, qadr, kEl miqyiis iilchi 
meat labm giisht 6t 
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Bnglish.' Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
march (v.) chwel, untha- ch6n rkhishle 

nal, qalel 
mare xampig mahin, miin siista 
inarine dzovayir, babri, deryiii yiiminii 

mark (n.) nshan nishiin nishan 

market shouga siiq shiiqa 
lllurksnian varbecl nsllan- nisllZnchi 

arrou 
lilarriage amousnoutiun zawsj, nliirihi kliliilii 

mars11 h i ,  o r  hez, bhslla wahlit 

nlast gay111 
nlaster varbed 
iuat khsir 
~nrttcli(lucifel-)loutslti 

nlatter, it does vuas cliouni 
not 

mattfress 11;isclar 
May Mayis
iile zis (acc.),iiitz 

(dat.) 
mealics siniit, tarm 

egyptatsoreu 
iuettii (sigllify) pinil, inidq 

sunenal 

khudiin, iigha 
hesir 
kibrit, slia-
Irhiitah 

teshtak tCda 
~iina, 

g6sliak 
ly5r 
mi, luiti 

ziirat 

kliwust, 
rnaraln kir 

stiidha, rais 
hayirii 
shakhZt6, 

Itibrit 
zzriir lit 

shwitii 
1yar 
-i(su$x) 

meauing nshanagoutiun mii'nitya 
measure (v.) chapel pivin, yiyiis Itellh, qesli: 

kir 

measure (n.) chap . piwiin, qiyiis kaila, qyiisa 
meat ulis giisht bcgra 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
inedal nishiin nishiin-e sik- 

ka 
medicine dawa dawii 'ilsj 
meet liiqa, yuliiqi muliiqiit kar- r%t gblmbk, 

dan, kun bulushmaq 
melon reggi (water kharbiiza qarpiiz 

melon), batikh 
melted butter dihn raughan eridilmish 

sai- yaghi 
mend gallah, marammat ta'mir htm8k 

yugall& kardan, kun 
or durust 
kardan, kun 

merchandise amwiil tujiiri- m8l-e tijiirat 
- r~~

merchant tajir (pl. tiijir 
tuj jiir) 

mercy rahmah rahmat 

message risiilah paighiim khabhr, peiam 

metal ma'din (pl, ma'dan maCdCn 
ma'iidin) 

metalled road darb muhad- sh6seh shah  
dad 

middle was$ ; nuss (of .miyiin, wasat Grta, mhrkbz 
time) yari 

mile mil (pl. amy81) mil mil, yirmi taqqa 
military 'askari nizimi, 'askari 'askbri, nizzmi 
milk halib shir siit 
mill @hiinah, mat- iisyii dhyirmbn 

banah 
millet dakhn arzan diiri 
mind (n.) 'aql khiitir 'aql, zihn 

mint(pron.) midi m5l-i-man bhnimki 
mine (ex- lughm (pl. lagham Iaghim 
plosive, n .) alghiim) 

mineral ma'din (pl. jamddiit (pl.) ma' d8n 
ma' Sdin) (better ma6-

dan) 
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English. 
medal 

medicine 
meet 

melon 

melted butter 

mend 

merchandise 

merchant 

mercy 

message 

metal 

metalled road 

middle 

mile 
military 
milk 
mill 

millet 
mind (n.) 

mine (pron.) 
mine (ex- 
plosive, n.) 

mineral 

GLOSSARIES OF WORDS 

Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
shqanshan nishsn, mediil nishanqa 

tegh darmiin, 'aliij darmiina 
hantibel riist hiitin, khz616, tiipiy 

lbar yak bii 
sekh, tsmerong gindcr, qiirpiis shiptiyii, 

(water melon) bashi16 
iugh, yegh riin meshkha, du- 

hiina 
norokel, gar- ping or ruqcat mriiqQlQ 
gadel kir, diiriinin 

abranq, vad- miil (wares) ; tiijiriithii 
jarrq tijarat (trade) 

vajarragan biizirgiin, tujiir tajiira, biizar-
giina 

voghormoutiun diid, mar- rakhmh 
hamat, bakht 

badltan; 

medagh 

khjoughi 

michin, mech 
degh 

mghon 
zinvoragan 
gath 
aghoriq 

goreg 
midq 

ims, imins 
agan 

hanqayin 

khabar, k k  
khaz 

miidan 

niv, nauriis 

mil 
'askari 
shir 
iish 

giiris 
'aql, fikr, 

khatir, bir 
yiimin, Qmin 

miidan, filiz 
(n.) ; maC-
dani (adj.) 

khubra 

ma' dan 

palga 

mila 
'askari 
khelya 
iirkhe, arkhel 

gZris, dikhna 
khiyiil 

di-i 

d-miicdiini 
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Znglish. Arabic. Persian. I'urkish. 
Ministry (civil) Na&5rah vazgrat nazarbt 

minute daqiqah (pi. daqiqeh daqiqa, taqqa 
daqiiyiq) 

mirage sariib sarlib s6rab 
mirror mirzvg iiyina ain6 
missing m a f a d  gum shudeh, hksik, ghiiib 

nEqiq 
sharir sis, duman 

mix khalaf, yakhlit Smikhtan, qarishdirmaq 
or mezej, yim- Zmiz 
zaj 

iUohan~~~iedanMuslinl inusulmiin ~n~lelinl 
moisture ratiibah rutiibat rutubC.t 

monastery dEr khanqiih thkk6 

Monday Y6m el-ith-
nGn 

money iliis piil para 
money- sarriif sarriif crarraf 
changer 

monitor monitor monitor non nitor 
sbfinbsi I 

monsoon b5d-e ~llausi~n ruskimevsim 
ari 

month shahr (pl. ish- u~iill Zi 
hur) 

moon gamar miilk iii, mahitiib 
(moonlight) 

new moon miill-e rlnu 5i bashi, hilal 

full moon bedr badr b a r  
moor (tie up) rsbat, yarbat bi-rismiin baghlnmaq 

more akther (corn- ziyiidtar ziyiidh, dahii, 
pcdr.), ba' ad, fazla (excess) 
ziiyiil 
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Znglish. Armenian. Kurdish. 
Ministry (civil) nakhararoutiun wiziirat 

Syriac. ' 

wzziri 

daqiqah 

shiri-tw 
nGrii, inirr6 
msiikra 

h6gZ 

(w4KF%an)
minute robe, vargian 

mirage (nlodaqopn) 
mirror ha! eli 
missing gorsvadz 

mist inek, marak- 
hough 

mix kharrnel 

AIohanlnleds~l Dad jig 

daqiqah 

sariiv, kurttb 
Zv-ina, nink 
hind5 bii 

diiman, khiiz, 
lnizll 

taik dii, khala$ khlefl6 
kir 

nlusulnliin nlaslllnliinii 
luoisture khonavo~itiun rutiibat, sliili, teriiithii, tali- 

monastery vanq, 
menas tan 

iMonday Yergoushapti 

~lloiley tranl, sdug 
~noney- loumrtyayokh 

changer 
monitor . rasluauuv 

mo~lsoon (clarevor 
lloghlll) 

mont 11 amis 

U ~ O O U  lousill 

ilcw moon nor lousill 

full moon gadar lousin 
moor (tie up) barcznov gabel 

more aveli 

tarri 
d6r 

Diishambah 

pi-tra, cliriif 
~arriif 

nlausiim, 
fa816 bii 

haiv, miih 

mi-th, haiv, 
m6ng 

hivii nii, hiv 
hilsti, hila1 

liitha, 
daira . 

Triishiiba 

ziizi 
sturrtp, sarriifa 

yerkha 

shhra 

siihrii kht-itii 

hivii tam, badr budri 
gami shed5n- 
din, langar 
i-ivitin or 
irvizbin 

galakter, Lesh kalira, 
ycterr zodii 
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English. 
morning 

mortar 

mosque 

mosquito
mosquito-net 

mother 
motor-boat 

mound 

mountain 

mountain-
range 

mouse 
mouth 
mouth (of 
river) 

move (trans.) 

Arabic. 
sabiih 

juss 

j iimi', mesjid 

baqq (bug) 
kullah 

umm 
~narkabgiz  

tell (pl. tuliil) 

jebel (pl. 
jibiil) 

silsilat jib51 

f r  ( 1 .  f i r )  

Persian. Turkish. 
subh sabah 

bastan kharj 
(for chemicals) ; 
hivan (mili- 
tary) or tiip-e 
qumbara-
andiizi 

masjid jami', m6sjid 

pashsheh sivri sin6k 
pashsha-band sineklik, jibin- 

lik 
midar ana, viilid6 
kashtiya khud- 
ravin 

tappa, khakriz tBpQjik, hiiyiik 
(military) 

kiih diigh ' 

kiihistiin diigh silsilbi, 
sira diighlar 

mush sichan, far6 
halq (PI. huliiq) dahan aghz 
sadr (esh-shatt) dahaneh (irmaq) aghzi 

harrak, y d a r -  tahrik kardan, naql 6tm6k, 
rik kun gimildatmaq 

move (intrans.) taharrak, yata- harakat kar- qimildanmaq 

much (adj.) 
much (adv.) 
mud 

muddy 
mud-flats 

mule 

muleteer 

harrak 
kathir 
kathir 
tin, wahl 

muwafiil 
wahl 

boghl (pl. bs- 
ghil) 

baghghiil, mu- 
kZri 

dan, kun 
bisyiir 
khaili 
gil 

gil-iiliid 

astar, qiitir 

charvadir 

choq 
choq 
chamur 

chamurli 
balchiq 

qatir 

qatirji 
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English. Armenian. 
morning arravod 

mortar shaghakh 

mosque mzgit 

mosquito mzhegh 
mosquito-net mzhghougi 

ourrgan 
mother mayr 
motor-boat sharzhicll 

m%uY€I 
mound badvar 

mountain lerr 

mountain- lerrnashghta 
range 

mouse moug 
mouth peran 
mouth (of kedaperali 
river) 

move (trans.) sharzhel 

move (intrans.) sharzhil 

much (ndj.) shad 
much(adv.) shad,huyzh 
mud tsekh, dighm 

muddy tshekhod 
mud-flats dghmayin 

kedaperan 
mule chori 

muleteer choreban 

Kurdish. Syriac. 
subahi, subs qadamta, be-

qpiirt5
lliiwan geJkhiiq 

masjid, jCm, 
misgaft. 

khhpa biiqa-
shabakah- shabakii d-tan- 
p6sh5 zil 

da, dyii yemma 
barakatli- qiiyiq miishi- 

gami nsyii 
tepiila, tall tel 

chi5 tfiira 

uiishk iiqiibrg 
dav kemma, poniii 
sarakiini sarakiini 

takiindin, tiih- di i r ikl6 
rik kir 

galak, z6f, ziir kabira 
rriiba 

gerrek, heri, tfina, wabla, 
qum taqna 
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English, Arabic. Persian. Turkish.-
municipal beledi baladi bkladiyh 

lnuc addst el- muhimmiit-e muhimmitt 
harb jangi (or lavii- 

zim-e qushiin) 

must 	 liizim biiyad (imper- -meli, -mali 
sonal) 	 (sujix to verbal 

root) ; 15zim 
(necessary) 

mutiny (n.) 	 'agygn, th6rah 'agyiin 'isyiin, tughyin 
- . 

mutton lahm ghanam giisht-i- qoyun Qti 
giisfand 

my . . -I (su$x), miili -i-man, -am bQnim, -im 
(ufternoun) (su#x) (su#x)

myself nef si khudam ke~idi~ll  

nail (iron) bismiir (pl. mikh chivi, luikh 
basiimir) 

nail (finger) 

name ism iPl.asiirni niilll ism, ad 
and ismit) 

what is the shism ? ism-ash chist ? -6 nit cl0rl6r ? 
nanie of ? 

narrow -dhaiyiq tang ditr 

napkin peshqir dastnlil-r: peshkir' 
sufra 

nationality jinsiyah milliyat ; nlilliyet 
vatan (native 
country) 

native (91.) ibn el-biliid biirni yerli 
naval ba,hri daryii'i, babri bahr 
navigable yanmeshi bi- qlbil-e ubiir-e seiri sefayin6 

safinah 	 kashti musa'id 
navigate - . qiid el-markab, kashti riindan, qapudanliy 

yaqiid el- rZn 6tmQk 
markab 



English. .. : Arwzenian. Kurdish. :. . S?lr.iac:-:. .. 
municipal - Laghnbedagan, madani, d-miit% . 

qagllaqayin baladi 
munitions. rrazmamterq ohakkk sharr, asbiibi q<',shG. . 

masiilih8 niiyi, jabo, 
sharr, jabak- khiina 
hiina 

must bedq e ISizim, garak Iiizim 

. . 

mutiny (n.)- . . absdampou- 'esi8n '%iyiitha; mii-
tiun r6dJiitha 

mutton voctlkhari nlis gbshth pazz hisra d-6rba ' . . 

myself inqs, yesinqs, ae bikhwa,. gBni 
inqzinqs. . min bkh6 . ~. , 

nail (iron) kam, peverr bizmiir bismzra 

nail (finger) yeghoung ninuk tipra 
. .  , ,  

name anoun niiv shimmz . . 

what is the inch6 anounc n5v6...chi5 ? mii shimmii ii- ? 
name of ? --.i ? 

narrow negh tang, task, 'iqa 
jemik 

napkin antzerrots pishkir, pii- dasm5.l 
shik, knffiya 

nationality azknynoutiun, nlillat milat 
azkoutiun 

native (n.) deghatsi, pnig a111 balad yerliiyii 
naval nava yin 
navigable navargeli qiibil 'ubiir, spapi qi?, 

na-kiir gZmiye 
navigate navargel 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
navigation milaah, qiyii- riih bari-yi- qaplldanliq 

dat el-markab jahiiz 
navy qtiil, babriyah jahiziit donanma 
near jarib or qarib nazd, nazdik yaqin

I 

necessary (it liizim Iiizim ast Iiieim, g6rQk 
is) 

neck ruqbah gardan boyun 
need (v.) *tlj ila, m4t i i j  shu- muhtiij olmaq, 

yahtiij ila dan, shau istQm6k 
needle ibrah (pl. ibar) siizan iynQ 

neighbour jk (pl. jirln) hamslya qonshu 

neighbourhood mahallah nazdiki (or qonshuluq 
(quarter of hamsgyagi) 
town) ; qurb 

neither.. .nor 11.. .wa-15 nah..  .nah n6. ..n6 

net shebekah dam lgh 

(against mos- kullah sineklik 
quitoes) 

never abadan (with abadan (fol- hich ( +nega-
negative) lowedbynl, tive) 

'not ') 
new jadid nau y6ni 
news khabr (sing.) akhbiir khab6r 

newspaper jaridah (pl. riizniimeh ghazQta 
j ariiyid) 

next thlni  (of time) ;digar yandaki (be-
agrab side) ; soiira 

(after) 

nice latif, kdush eyi, giiz81, 
tatli 

night shab g6jC 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
navigation navargoutiun 

navy dormigh 
near mod, merdz- n6zik qorba 

avor 
necessary (it anhrazhesht e Ilzim, garak liizim, ki-mwii- 
is) jib 


neck viz ustii, hafk, mil qai i la  

need (v.) hedq ounenal, bbaujah sniqlb 


garodil 

needle asegh stizhen, derzi. khmiita, 


mkhiita 

neighbour tratsi jirln, han- shwawa 


sam5l 

neighbourhood shrchagayq, Ildi, qurb, qiirbiibi 


tratsioutiun nbziki 


neither. ..nor voch ...yev nl . . .nii 1;. . . w-lii 

voch 


net ourrgan. shabiik, dam shabiikah 

tsants 


never voch yerpeq, hich, abadan abadan, hich 

pnav 


new nor nii, nishk khltha 
news lour, deghegou- khabar khiibrii khlthii 

tiun 
newspaper therth, lrakir glz6tS giiz6ta 

next arrachiga piish6, mut- khenii, lkes 
(proximo) ; tasil 
gits (adja- 
cent) ; hedo . 

(thereafter) ; 
yergrort 
(secondly) 

nice azniv, qnqoush biish, chiik randa 

night kisher shav lail6 
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En i t  . . 
nippers 

no 
noise 

nomad 
, 

noon 
no one 
north 
northern 
nose 
nosebag 

not 

not a t  all 

note (letter) 

Ara&.c. 
minqiish 

15, Iiikhair 
qalabiiliqh, 
hiss 

bedwi (pl. 
bedu) 
-dhuhr 
m5 had 
shimiil 
shamiili 
khashni 
mikhliit 

mii (with 
verbs) ; mii, 
miish 
(zoith aclj.) 

11 1 1  

Persian.. ' 

nml>nr 

nii-khair 
shuliiq 

ilyiiti 

zuhr 
hich kas 
shamiil 
shamiili 
dimiigh, bini 
tiibreh 

nii -

hargiz (jbl-
lowed by ne-
gative) 

teskerah, mak- ruq'a 

Turkislt.. . , 

qisa j 

khair, yoq , 

ses, shamata 

yiiriik 

oilen 
hich bir kimsb 
yildiz, sh6m;'il 
sh6miili 
biirfin 
y6m torba-si 

dhyil, mb (in 
verbs) 

hich, assla (both 
followed by ne-
gative) 

mektub 

qambinl 

defter 
hich bir shei 

hadi-hava 

claha dhyil, 
hen62 d6yil 

T4shrin.i-siini 

shimdi 

hich bir y6rde 

tiib 
(promissory) kampiyiilah 

note-book defter 
nothing 1% shs, hich 

nothing, for bi-15sIi 
(gratis) 

not yet lis-sii mii (fol-
lowed by verb), 
mii ba'ad 

November Tishrin eth-
thini 

now hess5i ; gii'icl 
(before verb) 

nowhere mfi (withverb) 
fi ai makiln 

tamassuk-e 
naqdi, or huj-
jat 

daftarcha 
hich (with 
negative) 

muft or mnj-
jZnan 

tii-bi-hiil 

Tishrin-i-siini 

akniin, alEn 

hich jii 

\ 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syrctc. 
nippers aqdzan gasd ; miqiish, giiz, malktii, kal- 

qelbetin miishik, kal- bittin 
(Turkish) bittin 

no voch nB, na 15 
noise tzsyn diing, f aryiid qUrniiq6l 

vrannpnag kGchari, re- k6chiiri 
wendiin 

noon ges or nivrB, nimnra palg6 d-yiima 
no one voch voq chii kas chii khii 
north hiusis shimiil garbylz 
northern hiusisayin 
nose qith difin, qupn ' nakhira 
nosebag dobrag (tziou juh 6r, tiira 'aiiqah, jahorr6 

snounti) 
not voch, c>h' nii 1ii 

not a t  all amenevin qat'an, abadan qat'an, nbadan, 
hich 

note (letter) domsag, kro~z- kiikhaz, mak- ktSw8 

tiun tiib 


(promissory) khosdnlnakir 'ahd-n6nla hiijat 


note-book houshadedr kitiib, ksfiaz diiptiir 
nothing vochinch chii tesht, hich chii mindi 

nothing, for vochinch, tzri baliish herwl, baliish 
(gratis) 

not yet terr voch, ' h6sh nii, hizhi h6sh 15 
dogavin voch nii 

November NoEmper Teshrini siini, Tchkri khariiya 
pliz 

now - hima, ayzhm nuhl, istiika daha, iidiyii 

nowhere voch oureq, bchii jii, bchii b-chii dfiktha 

voch mi degh ardii 


3IES. I D cl 
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English. Arabic. Persian, Turkish. 
number (n.) 'adad 'adad 'eded, .mi,qcliir 
nut jTizah (pl.  jiiz) jauz findiq 

oasis wEhah sabza-zsr dar cholin arasinda 
biyabEn chairliq 

oar m i j ag£  p5rii kiirBk 
oats hurtumiin, dausar yulaf 

shiifiin 
obedient tiiyic, muti' mnti' itii'atli 

obstacle miini ( p l .  mini'  mnni' 
mawiini) 

obstinate - 'anid sar-kash, 'iniidji 
khud-sar 

occupation zabt-e mulk istiyla 
(military) 

ocean bahr uqyiiniis bahr-i-muhit, 
o'clock es-sG'ah sZ' at-e sa'at 
October Tishrin Tishrin-i- T6shrin-i-Qvv61 

awwal auwal 
office icliirah, h5,fis daftar-khha qal6m 

(place) 

officer (mili- &&bit s%@b- ziibit 
tary) mansab 

officer (civil) mii'miir siihib mansib mecmur 
or ahl-e qalam 

often kathir marrzt b5rh$ mukar- choq k6rrQ, 
raran ' choq dQfaC 

oil zEt, dil~n roghan yagh
oil (petroleum) giiz, nafafi naft, or ra- ghaz 

ghan-e sang 
oke (22 lb.) huggah vaqiya "a: 
old (ancient) 'atiq, qadim kohheh Qsbi, qadim 
old (worn) biili kohneh, far- Bski 

siideh 
old man ahiiyib, pir 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriaa. 
number (n.) thiv 'adad, azhrniir miny iina 
nnt, gaghin, enguyx finiiq, gfiz? g6zG' 

gwiz 
oasis ovasis mar j 65~5, marga 

oar thi, thiag 
oats varsag 

obedient hnazant t6iCyiiti muti', mshn'- 
bdha 

obstacle khoch, arkelq miini' maklQt6, miinil 

obstinate hamarr kalahishk, 'Snid, 'iigi 
'anid 

occupation clirapetoutiun aabt, taht dwaqta bi- 
(milit'ary) zabt :yitqoshon 

ocean ovgisnos oqiiinijs, bahr iiqyiiniis 
o'clock zham sii'at sii'at 
October Hogtemper Teshrini auwal ChQri qamiiys 

office bashdon (post) ;wazifa, khid- mansiib 
krasenyag mat, 
(premises) 

officer (mili- sba, zinvora- ziibit zgbit 
tar^ gan

officer (civil) hashdonya mustakhdam6 miimiir 
liukiimat, 
siihibe wazifa 

often hajakh purrjiiriin, kabirb gahiithn, 
galak jiirii riibiigiihi 

oil tzet, iugh riin6 zait zaitha 
oil (petroleum) cjaraiugh nift, giiz npiitii, zift 

oke (22lb.) okha waqiya waqiys 
old (ancient) hiq kGhn, 'atiq . 'atiqa 
old (worn) mashacla pira, pilrpeti jiqa . 
old man dzer ikhtiiir, pir siiwa 
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English. , Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
old woman , - 'ajfiz pireh zan qoja qiiri 
olcler akbar daha eski 

01 dest 
omelet 

once, twice, 
thrice 

a t  once 

onion 

only (adj.) 

only (adv.) 
open (adj.) 

open (v.) 

operation 
(military) 

el-akbar 
'aj jah, 
khiiginah 

' da  

ferd rnarrah, 
marratEn, 
thaliith 
marriit 

bis-sacah, 
hBlan 

baelah (pl.  
basal) 

wiihid (one) 

faqat,
mafti&, 
maf kiik 

fekk, yafukk 
feteh, yiftah 

harakah 

eii eski 
khiigineh qaighana 

bii15'i uatund6, 
uz6rind6 

yak, dii mar- bir k6rr6, ih4 
tabeh, seh kArr6, iich 
martabeh k6rr6 

chabuq 

piyiiz soghan 

vahid or  ya- yaliniz 
gsna 

6 bas (at end) anjaq, yaliniz 
kushiid, maf- achiq 
t*, wiiz 
shudeh 

kushgdan, achmaq 
kushiid 

amaliyiit-e har6k6t 
j angi 

opposite qubiil muqiibil qarshi 

oppressive thaqil shadid, sakht aghir 
(heat) 

or au or y6 yii ...yii yii ...yiikhod 
orange portugiilah portuqiil ra- portaqal 

ranj 

order (9.) amar, yii'mrtr farmiidan, 6mr Qtrngk,. 
farm5 buyiirmaq 

order (N.)  amr (pl. am& farmiin, amr 6mr, firmiin 
mir) 
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English. Ar ~nenian. Xurdis7c. Syriac, 
old woman barrav pirazhin sauta 
older avelidzer (of 

person) ; 
avelihin (of 
thing) 

oldest 
omelet tzviisegh 

on i vera, vra lsar, labiin elled, 1-'61 

once, twice, mi ankam, jiirak, dii ji-ira, khdha gaha, 
thrice yergou an- s6 jira tetth gahiitha, 

kam, yereq 
ankam 

$ellath gahii- 
tha 

at  once anmichabes iilbii'iil 

onion sokh piviiz bislii 

only (ndj.) miayn fard, yakkiina ikhidiiyii 

only (ndv.) miayn, sagayn bas bass, faqat; 
open (adj.) pats va, wa pthikha 

open (v.) panal vakirdin pth6khl6 

operation kordzoghou- barskiit or tagbir qosho- 
(militmy) tiun nln' iimaliit naya

'askariya 
opposite timats, hagarag pish-meqiibil, derqiil 

lebar 
oppressive heghtzoutsich sart, d i h w k  khamimii 

(heat) (chermoutiun) 
or gam yi ,  yin au, yan 
orange narinch ; por - purtaqiil niirin j 

touqal 
(Turkish) 

order (v.) hramael, axnr kir, naid pqial6, uii$li: 
badvirel . . da 

order (n.) hraman, bad- farmiin, amr pugdiina, a u r  
ver 
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12.1 

GLOSSARIES O F  WORDS 

English. Arabic. 
order (system, niasrn, tertib 

other 

our 
ours 
out of 

outpost 

outside 
oven 
overboard 

overflow (v.) 

owing to, be- 
cause of 

owl 

ox 
pack-saddle 

(camel) 
pack-saddle 

(mule) 
paddle (n.) 
paddle-wheel 

padlock
pail 

pain 

paint (n.) 
Palestine 

pal111 (tree) 

gkhar (pl. 
akharin) 

-na (su$x) 
miilna, lena 
min 

fali'ah 

barra, khiirij 
tanniir 
ila '1-baby ila 

'1-moi 
fiidh, y a f i a  

min sebeb 

biimah. 

th6r 
k h u j  el-jomil 

Persian. 
qs'ida, us61 

-i-ma (su#x) 
miil-i-ml 
biriin, az an- 
d a r h  

qar lwul 

biriin 
tanniir 

Turkish. 
niz5m 

o bir, dig& 

bizim 
bizimki 
-dan, -dan di-

shiiri 
il6ri qol 

disharda 
furun 

dar iib uftldeh d6nizi5 dush 
miish 

labra shudan tashmaq 
or azkansr 

az barlyi -ichin, -dolayi, 
s6b6bilQ 

bum, tajsvuz baiqusll 
kardan 

nar g5u okiiz 
khurjin-i- d6vQ khamiiti 
shutur 

khurj el-boghl khurjin-i-qiitir s6m6r 

gharriifah 
parwiinah 

qufl 
baldi, safl 

wajac 

b6ya, gabagh 
Pilistin, Esh-
Shiim 

uakhlah ( P I .  
nakhl) 

piirii kur6k 
charkh-e kasb- pervan6 
tiye bukh5r 

rjufl asma kilid 
dalv qogha 

dard iighri 

rang boya 
Pilistin Filistin 

uakbl khurua agha-
chi . 
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h'nglish . Arsnenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
order (system, gark, troutiun, tartib, usliib rizii, tartib 

12.) , garkatroutiun,
sistem 

other a ~ l  khhna 

our mer -ma (su$x) -an ( S U ~ X )  
ours mern, merinn yiima, miilhma diyan 
out of ardaqo, tours zh- (prejx) min 

outpost arrachabah phshh 'askarb qamayfitha 
(zorq) d-'askar 

outside toursn deri bariiy6 
oven pourr fiiri, tanniir taniira 
overboard naven tours, labahre b-go yiima 

dzov angial 
overflow (v.) hortil pirr-iiv biiin, shiipikh 

tiifih biiin 
owing to, be- badjarrav lbar, b6 min sabab 
cause of 

owl POU biim, baiqiish 

ox Yez giih taura 
pack-saddle palan, hamed 
(camel) 

pack-saddle palan, hamed kurtiin, paliin rashwiina, kur- 
(mule) t5na 

paddle (n.) tiag miqdiif, piirii 
paddle-wheel tiagi-sniv tak_hta& dii- . 

Iiibb, charB6 
gami 

padlock goghbanq qlfl qiiplii 
pail touyl (ortonil) satl6k; lagan, diilchii 

childiish 
pain tsav aish, zhiin, marca 

dard 
paint (n.) nerg rang, naqish rang 
Palestine Baghesdin Filistin Filli&in 

pslln (tree) armaveni dgrhkhurmii khiirmii 



424 GLOSSARIES OF WORDS 

English. Arabic. 
pannier sellah (pl. 

eslal) 

Paper khiighid
(material); 
waraqah (a 
paper)

parasol shemsiyah 

parley (n.) muaiikarah 

parole (n.) kaliim sharf 

party (dinner) 'azimah 
pass (defile) mafiiq 

passage (an murlir 
act) 

passage (map) majiiz 

passage-money n6l 

passport. pasaport, 
teskerah 

password ism el-16lah 

pasturage mar'& 

path sikkah (pl. 
siket), darb 
(pl .  duriib) 

patrol (n.) dawwariyah 

Persian. Turkish. 
lauda or zanr- kiifC 
bil (very large 
and made of 
wood) 

lriighaz 

chatr 

va'da-ye biiz 
gasht 

ziyiifat 

kylit 

sliemsiy6 

muky aleme 

soz, parola 

ziyaf 6t 
taug, gardaneh boghaz, gbchid 

guziir-giih 

ma'bar 

ujrat-e ubiir 
or ujrat-e 
safar-e daryii 

ism-i-shab 

alafziir 

riih-i-kfichak 

p%biin 

ghchmh 

gkchbjbk y6r, 
geehid 

navlun, yo1 
parasi 

passaporta, 
thsk6r6 

parola 

otlaq, chair, 
yaila 

iz, rnhlhk 

qOl 

dolashmaq 

mac%h; Ziliq
(monthly) ; 
giindelik 
(daily) 

patrol (v.) dawwar, baras piisbiini kar- 
dan, kun 

Pay ( 4  ma'Ssl1, shah- ujreh, maw$- 
riyah jib 
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English. Armenian. 
paunier goghov ; se-

ped (Turkish) 

Paper thoukht 

parasol hovanots 

parley (n.) panagtsoutiun 

parole (n.) khosdoum 

party (dinner) djashgeruyt 
pass (defile) girj (of moun- 

tains) 
passage (an antsq 
act) a 

passage (way) jampa, jnna- 
barh 

liurclislt. Syriac. 
zanbil, saiik Iciijiiwii 

kiighaz wariiqa 

shwiin, sham- shumsiyii 
siya 

fikhivtin mhamzamta, 
mahlcaitha 

kalfim sharaf q6l5 

da'mat, zififat q6nikhligh 
gali, b6ghfiz b6ghlz, riitila 

galiya 
rk, riii, rib6ri sfipar 

rr6, sriii . 

passage- navou dzakhs ; krh, ha q 
money navargoutian 

tram 

passport antsakir 


password antsaparr,' 

parola 

pasturage jarag, arod 


path shavigh, hedq 

patrol (n.) bahaban, kis-
hertabah 

'patrol (v.) patrol unel 
hertabahel 

Pay ( n o )  vjar, vartsq 

cheriq lmar, 
mar'a 

rr6, rriii 

pisbin, 
naubachi 

naubah kir 

baq, plr5 

iiliiltl, kolinii, 
iirkhii 

kherj d-siipiir 

teskerh 

mar'iyii, z6zin 

iirkha 

nStdr6 

nt6rQ 

bay 
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English. 
PaY (4 

peace 

pear , 
peasant 

Pen 

pencil 

pennant 

perfume 

perhaps 
periscope 

permission 

Persia 
Persian 
people 
Pepper
petition (n.) 

pheasant 

photograph 
(4

pick-axe 
picket (n.) 

picture 

piece (n.) 

pier 

Arabic. 
dafa', yidfa' 

qulh, saliim 

arm6t 
felliih 

qalam ( p l .
aqliim) 

qalm rag58 

b@raq 

'atr 

yimkin, bilki 
periskop 

rukhgah 

BilHd el-'Ajam 
'Ajami, k n i  
nib 
filfil 
istid'i?, 

durriij ( p l .  
dariirij) 

resm, giirah 

mi'wal 
tali'ah 

siirah, resm 

wil*lah ( P I .  
wagl) 

eskelah 

dehiiti or zirii' koili 

parda-ye naq- rbsinl, tasvir 
a iishi 

tiirks p r c h a  

iskaleh isk616 

Persian. 
ad8 kardan, 
kun 

sulb 

guliibi 

Turkish. 
~arasini  v6r- 

mQk, ma'iish 
vbrrnbk 

sulh 

armud 

at-kiir 
qalam 

midiid 

itr 

shiiyad 

ijiiza 

Friio 
Iriini 
mardum 
filfil 
ariza 

yarqavul 

'aks 

bil, tisheh 
taliiyic 

qalbm 

qurshun qal ern 

filand8r6 

llosll qoqu, 
rayiha 

belki 
pbriskop, 
diirbin 

izin 

'Ajemistiin 
'Ajemi 
khalq, Qhiili 
bib& 
arzuhal, istid'a 

suilun quslia 

fotograf 

qazma 
qaraqol 
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peace 

pear 
peasant 

pencil 

pennant 

perfume 

perhaps 
periscope 

permission 

Persia 
Persian . 
people 
Peep?'
petition (n.) 

pheasant 

photograph 
in*)

pick-axe 
picket (n.) 

picture 

piece (n,) 

pier 

GLOSSARIES OF WORDS 

Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
vjarel haq dii mur?616, iwellb 

haq 

khaghaghou- gulh ST@, shliima 
tiun 

dantz kirchin, irmi-i kimitrii 
k i~ghat~si  rainjbar, fal- bn6 miiti, felliih 

Iih, j6tyir 
krich qalam, khiima qaliima 

madid qalam risiis, pensili, qaliim 
lkhon~ss  d-rigis 

droshag 
(arrgakh tro- 
shag navi vra) 

poyr, anousha- behn, 'ifr rikhii 
hod 

teryevs, kouts6 balgi, baliini belki 
periscop 
tidag 

hraman, touil- rukhsat, das- riikhsat 
devoutiu~i ti-ir, izn 

Barsgastan 'Ajam, Ir in  'Ajam 
Barsig 'Ajami . 'Ajamiiya 
zlioghovourt khalq, mir6vii niish6 
bghbegh filfil filfil 
aghersakir, rtrzahiil ba'iithii, 
aghachanq arzahiil 

pasian tiiriing, tai- 
liiich 

lousangar 

brrich kuliing, miiwal ma'wal, nara 
arrachakound, 
picket 

badger siirat shikli, siirta 

gdor, nias pzrcha, yiir siimii 

navamaduyts askalah askalah 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Tarkislr. 

pi6 khanzir (pl. khiik, khinzir domiiz 


khaniizir) 
pilgrim baj ji ; ziiyir zavviir ; ha ji 

(to Kerbela) ziiyir (pl. 
ziwiir) 

pilgrimage hajj ; ziyyiirah ziyiirat haj 
(to Kerbela) 

pillow - makhaddah mukhaddeh, yasdiq 
biilish 

pilot (n.) rabbiin riih numE qulawuz 
(-yi- jahiiz) 

pilotage qiyiidah ujrat-i-kashti- qulawuz iijrhti 
biini 

pin dembiis sanjiiq toplu (iy ne) 

pincers keliibat En ambur khssa j 

pipe (tube) ambiibah (pl. liila borya 
aniibib) 

pipe (smok- sabil ; narghi- chibiiq cliibuq, liargild 
ing) leh (hubble- 

bubble) 
pistol warwar (re- pishtEv tabiinja 

volver) 
pitch gir qir or zift zift 
(substance) 

pitcher meskhenah kiiza, ibriq testi 
(Arab) 

place (n.) makiin (p l .  makiin, ji?; y8r 
amiikin) 

plain (n.) barriyeh, chol, dasht, sabrii ova 
sahl 

plan (scheme, fikr, tadbir tadbir kardan diishiinm6k 
v* 

plant (n.) nabiit (pl. nabiit fidiin 
nabiitiit) 

plate ~ h n  biishqiib, zarf (pl- tabaq 
e ~ i n !  

la'ab, yll'ab biizi kardcrn, oinamaq 
bun 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. S?lriac. 
pig 

pilgrim 

khoz 

bantoukht, 
oukhtavor 

khinxir, bariiz kheziira3 
bariiza 

hajji, haj miiqdiisi, 
maqdasi 

pilgrimage bantekhtou-
tiun, onkhta-
knatsont.inn 

pillow partz biilgi, biilif, spaditha 
serinpiii 

pilot (n.) navoughigh, q a p w  
navavar 

pilotage navavar011-
tiun 

pin kntasegh danbiis, sinjiikh, 
saajiiq danbiis 

pincers aktsan mlshik, glzek kalbtain 
kalbtin 

pipe (tube) khoghovag Iiila, kiziin, $35 
pukhriink 

pipe (smok- dzkhapogh sabil (short) ; chibiik, 
ing) yalyiin (long) qalliina, 

qalyfin 
pistol adrjanag, dabanja dabanja 

pistol 
pitch tziut ; zift qir, zift qir 
(substance) (Turkish) 

pitcher goudz kiiza, kiip, talm5 
khum 

place (n.)  degh, vayr jii, 'ard diiktha 

plain (n.) tashd, tash- dasht, ch61 ch61, maidan, 
davayr dashta 

plan (scheme, dzrakrel, rasnl kirin, tagbir 
?.lo )

plant (n.) 
horinel 

doung 
tsdbir kirin 

diir, nablt iliina, gilla 

plate bnag g a b ,  tapsi, &ma, tabaq 
'amln 

play (v.) khaghal blzin mtiiell6 
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English. 
pleasant 
please 

pleased, to  be 

pleasnrc 

plough (n.) 

Arabic. 
latif 
tafadhdhal (in 

courtesy) ; 
min f a a l e k  
(asking fa- 
vour) 

imbasat, yam- 
basit ; siir 
mimniin, ya-
sir mimniin 

kef, wunsah 

faddiin 
plough (8.) karab, gikrab 
plumb-line shiihiil, shaqiil 

plunder (v.) neheb, yen- 
heb 

Persian. 
khush, latif 

masriir shn- 
dan, shau 

khushi 

shukhm . 

khisli aadan 
shiihiil 

chiipidan, 
chiib OT tiiriij 
kardan, kun 

pocket jeb (pl. j~zyiib) jaib 
poison semm zahr 
pole (n.) murdi (of boat) mardi 
pole (v.) defa' ,pidfa' mardi zadan 

polish (rc.)  gab@ saiqal 

polite adib rnu'addab 

political mii'miir siyZsi ma'miir az 

Turkish. 
hosh, lhziz 

shvinmkk, 

mhmniin 01- 

m*!l 


keif 

saban 
siirmkk 
shaqul 

yaghms 6tmBk 

j eb 
zhhir 
dirbk 

perdah, jila 

tkrbiykli 

me'mur siyasi 
officer jiinih-e daulat 

pontoon jisr naqqiil, jisr tombaz 
diibah 

pony (bag? kidish ; boghl yiibii piik beigiri 
gage) . el-ham1 

pool birkah, hau@ hauz hauz : 

POOP akhir el-mar- arsha qich
kab 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
pleasant hajeli khwash, randa, hosh 
please k'aghacllem bkaifa in biismiiliik 

pleased, to be koh line1 khwash bii, psikhlb 
kaifiiwi hiit. 

pleasure hacljnyq khwnshi, knif, riiziiithii 
riihat 

plough (n.) aror jat pdhiina 
plough (v.) agosel, here1 j i t  kirin tiire pdiinH 
plumb-line oughgha-kidz, dirist, rZst kip5 d-rasis 

shidag 
plunder (v.) goghobdel tii15n kir, nhiblk 

nahb kir 

pocket krban jaib jib5 
poison toyn (or touin? zhahr siimii 
pole (n.) tzogh, siun mardi,midr,?, jalii 
pole (v.) tzoghel, tiava- gami kishiin- 

rel, magoyge din, gami dsr  
tzoghov qshel inzndin 

polish (n.) abigi ; per- riinik, pardiiq, mabriqtii 
da kh bayi-ikh 
(Turkish) (of shoes) 

polite paregirt, adib, 'iiqil, miiripat, adib 
qaghaqavar shirinb 

akhliiq 
political qaghaqagan z6bitk mulki miimiir, Elchi 

officer bashdonia 
pontoon pontoun,nava- prt, jisr, kupri gishra, jesr 

gamourch 
Pony (bag- krast bargil bargil, gidish 
gage)

pool ]jag bGn, birkah, birkh' 

hauz 
POOP khelk navou pisht6 gami 
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En,gl?'sh. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
poor faqir, meskin darvish,rniskin fuqara 
pork lahm khanzir giisht-i-khiik domuz Bti 

population 'adad en-nuf% adiid-i-sukkZin 6hali 

port bander, min& 
(pl. mawhi) 

port (of ship) yislr 

hard a-port 

porter (door) 

porter 
(carrier) 

porthole 

portmanteau 
possibly 

post office 

tammiim lil- 
yislr 

bawwlb 

hammiil (PI.
hamiimil) 

shubbiik 

jantah 
yimkin 

postakhlneh 
pot (for cook- jidr 
ing) 

pot (for water) bibb (large) 
pottery fakhiirah 

potatoes patsf ah 

pour out gabb, yasubb 

powder (gun-) biiriid 
praise (v.) medeh, yim- 

dah 
pray (worship, salla, yusalli 

v-1 
prayer val5 (pb. sala-

w5t) 
prefer fadhdhal, 

yufadhdhil 

mamlakat 
bandar liman 

geminin iskB16 
tarafi 

dabanda iskdli! 

clarbln q a ~ u j u  

hamrniil hamm5l 

lumbar dbliyi 

j lma-dZn chants 
mumkin bBlki 

pGst-khiineh posta-khiin6 
dig or  piitila t6nj6r6, qazan. 

ibriq testi, chiimlek 
zuriif-e chini chanaqlar, 

or kiiza miiza chiimekler 
sib-i-zamin patlt6s 

rikhtan, riz dokmbk 

blriid blriit 
sitiidan, sit5 mhdh 6tm6k 

namiiz kardan du'a 6tm6k 

namiiz du' a 

t a r j a  diidan, t 6j i h  6tmbk 

deh 
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English. 
poor 
pork 

population 
. 

port 


port (of ship) 


hard a-port 

porter (door) 

porter 
(carrier) 

porthole 

portmanteau 
possibly 

post office 

Armenian. 
aghqad 
khozi mis 

pnagichq, 
zhoghovourt 

navahankisd 

navi tzakha- 
goghmn 

ghegn teb 
txakh 

trnaban 

perrnagir 

badouhan 
thntanotits 
navi 

Kurdish. Syriac. 
miskin, faqir misk6na 
g6sht6 bariiz bisra d-khu- 

ziira 
khalk, sukkiin 'iimr5niithii 

minii mina, bandar 

dargviin qiipfichi, 
dargviin 

hammll hammBl 

gashi bayousag c~iSnta,khurjik chiim8dSn 
gareli, havana- yumkin, mum- miimkin 

gan kin 
namagadoun postakhiina 

pot (for cook- yepelou aman ; tanjiira, 
ing) tindjireh qrtziin, cliz 

(Turkish) 
pot (for water) goozh kiiz, 5mZn 
pottery gavakordzr),rr.n farfiir, chipi 

potatoes patates patiita, 
s6v6ard6 

pour out letsnel, tatar- Ivakhwiiren6 
gel dii-raizhin 

powder (gun-) varrot blriid, tbz 
praise (v.) kovel madih kir 

pray (worship, aghotel, agha- nemaizh kirin 
chel, maghtel 

prayer aghotk nemaizh, 
newaizh 

prefer keratasel tafzil kir 

postakhiina 
qiizanchii, 
distit'ha 

talniii 
pikh8ril 

patiit6 

msiireql6 

biirud 
mdihl6 

msdi sliitBhii 

slfiths 

mfii?ill6 

4 
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Persian. Turkish. 
prepare (tmns.)~adhdhar ,yu- 5miidan,iim;?,or hiizirlamaq 

hadhdhir hiizir kardan, 
kun 

prepare (in- ista'add, 
trans.) vastacidd 

prepared hkfiir muhaiyg hazirlanmish, 
shuda hazir 

present (here) mawjiid hiizir burada,m&vjud 
present (gift) hadiyah, ta' Sruf 11kdiyb 

bakhshish 

pretty huh ,  jamil khushnumii, giizkl, dilb6x 


qashang 
price qimah qimat fiat 
prison babs zindiin habs-khiin6 

prisoner of asir (p l .  usarii) asir esir 
war 

private nefer . nafar nbfbr 
(soldier) 

private (room, khugiisi, sha- khusiigi khusiisi 
&c.) khsi 

proceeding muhiikamah muhfikama muhakami! 
(legal, m.) 

proclamation iClEn manshiir ; i'li,n 
(written)i'l8n-
niima, i'l5n 

productive mukhsib IiiZsil-khiz mahsuldar 

profit mahsiil : naf' kiar, faYid6 
prohibitted ' memnfi' malnniic yassaq 

projectile gullah (pl .  khumpareh mBrnli 
gulel)

promise (n.)  wacd va' da va'd, soz 
phmise (v.) ~vi?i'ail,yuw8'id macdeh dB- sijz v6rmblc, 

dan. dell vacd &tmbk 
propeller parwiineh charkh vaporun per- 

vanhi. isarfi , I 

property miil, mulk rniil mZ1, variyet 
(estate) 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. S y ~ i a c .  
prepare (lmns.) badrasdel paikinii, hiizir eweal6 p4k, 

kir rniilp&QrB 

prepare (in- badrasdvel 
trans.) 

prepared badrast paik mt ijrsii 

present (liere) nerga hgzir IEkhii 
present (gift) endza, barkev diygri, bakh - peshkesh 

shish 
pretty siroun chiik, daliil jiindiiya, 

shapira 
price kin, arzheq bahii, qimat haqq, time 
prison pant haps, girti- b p s

kh8na 
prisoner of keri 
war 

private zinvor nafar nafarI 

(soldier) 
private (room, arrantzin 

&c.) 
prockeding tad varel muhakama, 

(legal, n.) tadbire 
hukmi 

proclamation hrrchag, hay- farmiin 
dararoutiun 

productive arkasavor khwash 'ard, t iiyfin;?, 
musmir 

profit shah, okoud mahsii1,qaziinj zijdiiny'ya 
prohibited arkilvadz mamnii' , miikliy'ya 

harsm 
projectile razmagndak gulls gunbilta 

promise (n.) khosdoum qaul, biiwar qd;?, 
~romise(v.) Bhosdanal wa'dah kir, mmii'idl6 

qaul dii 
propeller vanich, navi 

bdoudag 
property galvadzq, sepa- khudiini, khtl- miil 

ganoutiun ~vancli,mulk 
~ e 2 



Erzglish. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
proprietor s%ib mklik sahib 

protection (of himayah himkyat himay 6 
weak States) 

province wiliiyah viliiyat viliiy6t 
provisional waqti (tempo- muvaqqati shirndilik ichin 

rary) ; mash-
riit (condi-
tional) 

public (n.) en-niis, el-'am- khalq khalq 
mah 

pulse (wrist) nab& nabz nabz 
pump (n.) trambah tulumbeh tulumba 
punish qiisas, yuqiisis sazii diidan, mujiiziit 6tm6k 

deh ormujiizkt 
diidan, deh 

punitive ta' qibi tambihi mujiiziit ichin 
pupil (scholar) telmi& shiigird shagird 
pure ~ 5 f i(of water) kh5lis piik, thmiz, safi 

s5f 
purse k i ~ ,  jczdiin kisa k6s6 

pursue teba' yitba' tacaqqub kar- qoghalamaq, 
or ta'aqqab, d m ,  kun ta'qib 6tm6k 
yatacaqqab 

put haft, yahutt guzzshtan, qornaq 
or wadha', guziir 
yo&ab 

put out (light) taffa, yutaffi khitmiish kar- siindiirm6k 
dan 

puttee lif6fat er-rijl bastan-i-pG dolaq 

quality jins (kind) ; khssipat khassiyet, jins 
sifah (attri- 
bute) 

quantity miqdiir miqdgr miqdar 

quarantine qarantinah qaranfin qarant ina 
quarrel (n.) niz5' ,'arkah niz5' ghavgha 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
proprietor sepaganader khudiin, khu- miirii 


diin mulk 

protection (of bashdbanou- himiipat bast 


weak States) 	 tiun (thuyl 

garavarou-

tiants) . 


province nahank wiliiyat wiliiyah 

provisional arrzhamanagia b6 wakht6, qiidiinii 


muaqqat 


public (n.) 	 zhoghovourt, Balk,  'iim- jc iim 
hanrayin matun-niis 

pulse (wrist) zarg, dropoum nabz, damiir lumza 
pump (n.) chrhan trumbii triimbah 
punish badzhel tarbya dii, p6 mqi@igl6 

gahin 

punitive badzhagan qasiisi; jaziii qii mtii'lamtii 
pupil (scholar) ashagerd shiigird talmidii 
pure maqour, tiiza, piik, sapiyii 

anarad khiiru 
purse F a g  kisa, jazdiin, kisii 

tiirik 
pursue hedabndel, p6sh ch6, 'rbqlb bathre 

haladzel raviindi 
(enemy) 

put dnel 

put out (light) mare1 tifiindin, son- muchmb 
cler kirin 

puttee zankabanag, pasta, shibiiqa 
dzngagab 

quality vorag, vorbi- sifat, tabc, t a h m a  
soutiun j ins 

quantity 	 qanagoutiun miqdiir, kam- qudra 
miyat 

quarantine qarantin karantina karantina 
quarrel (n.) grriv sharr, gelj, diiz driishii 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
quarry (n.) mahjar kiin tasli-ojaghi 

quarter (part, ruba' rub' clieirbk 
no)

(of town, n.) mahallall mahalla niahaIe 
quarter (v.) nezze1,yunezzil manzil diidan, oturtmaq , 

deh 
quarter-master mii'miir arziiq mubiishir-e 

quay 

question (n.) 

quick 
quickly 

quiet 

I 

eskelah 

suwiil (pi.su-
wZliit) 

sari' 
bil-'iijei 

hiidi 
keep quiet ! iskut 

(imper.) 

quilt lahiif 
quinine kinakinall 

rabbit arnab (pl .  
ariinib) 

maniizil-equshiin, 

iskaleh 

su'iil 

ziid 
ziid, b - z i  

siikit, 5rZm 
Zriim biish 

lihiif 
kina-kina 

kharqiisll 

alai emini 

rikhtem, is-
kbI6 

sival 

chabuk, tbz 
chabuk 

Ghat, iislii 
sus 

yorghiin 
qinaqina, sol- 
fato 

ada tavsliani 

race (horse, 71.) shart, musiiba- asp-daviini 
nab-

race-course mEdan 

radish fijl 
raft kelek 
raid (12.) ghazu 
rails khutiit 

hadidiyah 
railway sikkat 

el-hadid 

railway mal>attah 
station 

maidiin-e asp- meidan 
diiviini 

turub or turb 
kalak 
yiirish 
'amiid-hii-yi-
riih-i-iihan . 

riih-i-Zhan 

mahattah 

turp 
khl@k, sa1 
a qin 
rai 

dhmir yo1 , 
shamandef 6r, 
trbn 

isk616, 
istasion 
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Erbglish. Armeninn. Kurrlisk. Syrjac. 
quarry (n.) qarahanci rna'dan, mii'diin d-kipi 

maqt,zc 
quarter (part, chorrort (mas) chzrik, chiiriig 

n.1 ch wzrik 
(of town, n.) tag11 maballat miihal 

quarter (v.) deghavorel, manzil dii mucm6r6, mus-
pnagetsnel kenn6 

quarter-master zorabed nZzir6 ma'- 
askar, mudir . 
 umur6 'as-
kariya 

PuaY qarap askalah askalah 

question (n.) hartsourn pirsylr, su'G.1 mblqiirtii 

quick arak, shdab zii, sevek, gurj qaliiIa ; 
quickly shdabav, zii qaliila 

shoudov 
quiet handard hidi, sikit nikha, hidya 
keep quiet ! Irr8, liantarcl besakkina, slili, shtiiq 

( p e r . )  getsir bar& ria-ka 
(aiovement) 

quilt verniag lahC?f, urghiin lahefa 
quiuiiie qnaqina kanakina, kiniikinii 

kinina 
ribbbit cljalial*,nabas- kerwishk, kenvish 

dag liareii 
race (horse, IL.) izial.sllav as1 (lineage) ; rikht,ii 

blz 
race-course asharez musiibaqa . maidln 

radish. PO& turp, fijl, p61- pil'ii . -

raft lasd kalak kalak 
,raid (TI.) &bidagoutiun khiira, ghazii ghazu . , . 

rails tsang, vanta-
gabad 

railway yergatoughi riii piip6r6 iirkha d-prizla 

railivay gayaran , .  

station 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
rain (n.) mata r biiriin yaghmfir 
raisins zabib kishmish quru uzum 

ram (v.) sudam, yagdim kcbidan,. kiib basmaq 
range masiifah iimiij, masiifat atim, menzil 

(firing dis- 
tance) 

rank (posi- ritbah daraja, rutba, rutbe 
tion, n.) jiih 

rarely niidir, qalil, niidiran niidiran, az 

rat jurEdi (pl. jurG- mush-e buzurg iri sichan 
diya h) 

read qara, yaqra khiindan,khiin oqumaq 

ready h l a i r  iimiideh, hiizir hiizir 
rear wara, akhir 'aqab gbri, arqa . 

rearguard mii'akhkhar 'aqab-i-lashkar dumdiir 
el-'a.ska.r 

reason (cause, sebeb (pl. as- jehat, miijib, s6b6b 
12.1 biib) sabab 

rebel 'iisi (pl. 'iisiyin) yiighi asi, zorba . 

rebellion th6rah tughyin 'isyan, tughyiin 

receipt wusiil qabz-e rasid nlaqbuz sbnbdi 
receive (v.) akha*, yii' giriftan almaq 

k h u a  
reckless tsyish, jasiir bi-parwii, j esiir, yigit ' 

bi-i'tinii 
recoil (of gun, rafsah lagad zadan 

n-1 
recommenda- tawsiyah (let- sifiirish 

tion ter) 
reconnoitre keshshef ; jesses istikshiif keshf 6tm6k 

(of espionage) kardan 
recruit 'asker jadid sarbiiz-i-tiizeh ybni qur'a, 

'a jami (nhf 6r) 
red ahmar qirmizi surkh qirmizi 
reed qasbah, bardi nai clamis11 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
rain (n.) antzrev biir8n d r a  
raisins chamich maiwizh, kishmishtii, 

keshmish yabbishb 
ram (v.) khoy 
range (firing asparez, hangau, mas& massfa, qyiis 

distance) . rnichots fah 

rank (position, gark, badiv, martabah, derghii 
n-) astidjan qadr

rarely toun-oureq, bkhmiihi, ni- niidiran, bk6m-
sagav-oureq diran iiiitha 

rat medz moug mishk mazin 

read gartal * khwindin, qr616 
khwinin 

ready badrasd hZzir biidhir ' 

rear hedguys, ye- diimihi, I-bathra 
devn lapish6 

reargnard verchabah piish6 'askarb kharayfitha 
(zo~q) d-askar 

reits011(cause, Badjar, sabab siibiib 
18.)  nbadag 

rebel absdamp: em- 'Zsi y5ghi 
post 

rebellion absdampoutiun asZwat, zorba- khiyZnktlth6 
diiri 

receipt engalakir gahisht, ~ u s i i lqubz 
receive (v.) ent,ounil, qabiil kirin mqzbil 

sdanal 
reckless anhok jasiir, jasiir 

bBparwa 
recoil (of gun, engrgil, yed bar-pEsh raps5 d-topang 

n.1 tarrnal hiitini 
recommenda- hantznararou- tausiyah, 

tion tiun sipBrtini 
reconnoitre shrchil, khou- knshf kirin, 

zargel jiisis kirin 
recruit norahavaq 'askar nii nazzma 

zorq khiitha 
red garmir s6r, 81 sm6qa 
reed yeghek, srink qaniish, chiq zilii, pi96 
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English. Arabic. Persian. l'urkis7b. 
refugee shiirid firiiri muhajir 

refuse (v.) r a f aa ,  yarfadJ inkiir kardan, ist6m6mbk 
kull 

regiment iilai fauj iiliii 
regret (v.) te'essef, afsiis khurdan, t6'6ssuf 6tm6k ' 

yete'essef khur 
regular niaiimi . sarbiiz-e niziim niziimi 

(soldier) 
regulation qiiniin (pl. qiiniin, qg'ideh niziim, 

qawiinin) usiil 
reinforcements imdiid madad, qu- imdzd, 

shiin-i-tiizeh istinHdBt 
reins suyfir, 'iniin 'iniin gkm qiiyishi, 

dizgin 
relations qariiyib (sing. qaum-u khish khisimlar, 

(kindred) qarib) aqriba 
release (v.) af laq, yufliq rahiinidan, saIiv6rm6k 

or fekk, rahiin 
yaf ukk 

reliefs tebdiliit madad t6bdilEt 

religion din rnazhab dill 
remain baqa, yibqa miindan, miin qalmaq, 

&all, yaaa l l  durlnaq 
remember teaekker, yiid dashtan, khiitirlamay , 

yeteaekker diir onutmamaq 
remittance bawdah vajh-e firis- hawiilih, tah- 
(money) tiida wil, politsha 

rent (n.) ijiir, karwah kiriiya qira 
repeat kerrer, takriir kardan, t6krtr soilem6k 

yukerrir kun 
reply (n..) jawiib javiib jevab 
report (41.) qerrer, itfilii' diidan, taqrir htrnek, 

(official) yuqarrir deh ishiirk btrnhk, 
khaber v6rm6k 

report (12.) taqrir ittil5' taqririit 

representative urakil (agent) namiiyanda: v6kil 
vakil 
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English. Ar.mnian. 
refugee pakhesdaga.n 

refuse (v.) merzhel 

regiment zorakount 
repet  (v.) tsavil, apsosal 

regular ganonavor 
(soldier.) (zork) 

regulation gark, ganon 

reinforcements nor uyzher 

reins yerasan, santz 

relations azkaganner 
(kindred) 

release (v.) artzagel 

Kurdish Syriac. 
muhE jir, dak-
hi1 

qabiil niikir la qbillk, rfi~lk 

Blai 
asaff kir, m'usiifli: 
tengi 

'askar naziilni 'askiiriiyii ~ 

or khiilis 
qlniin qiiniina 

imdiid, hzri madad 

lighiiu lkghkma 

khizm, ah1 khizmb 

iiz kir, berdiin 'ewe&lk iiza 

reliefs zoravik, baha- isiii, hiir, &war, 'aun 
gapokhoutiun hiiwiir 
.zorats 

religion gronq din t6dithii 
remain mnal mzin, riiwastin pishlb 

remember hishel labir hiitin ithblk 1-biil6, 
tkh6rk 

remittance trami pokhana- a m h a t ,  tas- 
(money tsoum 

rent (n.) vartzq 
repeat grgnel 

reply (n.) badaskhan 

lim haq 
kirii, kir6 
takriir kir 

jawiib 
report (w.) lour da1,deghe- iqriir kir 

gakrel 

report (12.) deghegakir taqrir 

representative nergayatsout- wakil, nii'ib 
sich, poklia-
nort 

ltiri 
tn6li: 

. . 
jiiwlb 
eme&li: iqriir -

shidhlb 

iqriir, siihdii- 
tha 

~vakil 
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- English. Arabic. 
republic jamhiiriyah 

Persian. 
jumhiir 

dif 5' 

khiihish 

radif 

5b-ambiir 

isti'fii 
muqiiwameh 

Turkish. 
jumhuriyht 

maghlubiyet 
(defeat) 

rija 

r&dif, ihtiyiit 

khazna, sarnij 

isti' fa 
muqiivhm6 

siibit qadhm, 
j esiir 

hurm6t 

istiriihat 6t- 
m6k 

repulse (n.) 

request (n.) 

reserve 
(military, n.) 

reservoir 

resignation 
resistance 

resolute 

respect (n.) 

rest (v.) 

restaurant 

result 

retreat (n.) 

retreat (v.) 

return (v.) 

reveille (n.) 

revenue 

Revenue 
Department 

reverse (n.) 

difii' 

falbah, istid'ii 

radif 

h6& 

isti' fii 
muqiiwamah, 

dif 5' 
musirr, thiibit, bii 'azm 

'iizim 
i'tibiir 

istariih, 
yastar* 

sufrakhanah, 
loqandah 

natijah 

ins&iib 

insahab, 
yansahib 

reja', yirja' 

yiit burasi 
f Turkish) 

kiiridah ' 

ihtiriim 

iiriimidan, 
iir5im 

5shpaz-khiineh loqanda 
y6mhkkhGnh 

natijeh netijQ 

'aqab nisha- ghri cliikilish, 
stan rij'at 

'aqab raftnn, ghri chikilmitk, 
rau rij'at Btmt5k 

biiz iimadan, clonm6k, g6ri 
iii gelm&k, avd&t 

Btmdk 
biiq-e bidiiri yat burasi 

miiliyiit, irtifii' irad varidat 

Idiirah miiliyah Idiira-ye miili- Id5l.Q-i-maliy6 
y iit 

'aks (opposite) shikast 'aqs 

review (troops, muniic&arah sln-bini resmi g&chid 
n.) 
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English. 
republic 

repulse (n.) 

request (n.) 

Arnzenian. 
hanrabedou-
tiun 

yemghel 

khntirk 

Kurdish. Syriac. 
jamhiiriyah jamhiiriyii 

daf', tard, miibserti 
raviindini 

darkhiiz, mu- matlab, bii'iitii 
r id ,  falab 

reserve 
(military, n.) 

reservoir 

resignation 
resistance 

resolute 

respect (n.) 

rest (v.) 

restaurant 

result 

retreat (n.) 

retreat (v.) 

return (v.) 

reveille (n.) 

revenue 

Revenue 
Department 

reverse (n.) 

bahesd, bahes- 
dazor 

chrampar, ava- hauz, siirin j 

redif 

hiiwiiz 

riip6tZ d-id8 
zakhmiitha, 
kl5ya 

thiibit 

zan 
brazharoum 
timatroutiun 

anveher, has-
tadamid 

rnedzaranq 

hank-stanal 

jasharan 

hedevanq, 
yelq

nahanch 

nahanchel 

veradarrnal 

srtentsir ! 
yelir 

yegamoud, 
has 

Yegamoudi 
Bashdonaran 

tzakhoghanq 

isti'fii, 'azl 

siibit, ba'azm 

hurmat, Sibrii, iqlirii 
sharm 

isii  or tan5 nikhl6 
or askiin, bii 

lokanda lokanda, 

natija 

lapisht ch6in6 iziila l-bathra 

lapisht ch6n izell6 1-bathra 

wagariiin, d i -  dyer& 
hiitin 

biiri, tanbih 

tahsiliit, 
miiridiit 

Tahsiliit mii- 
miiri 

rn6iishi 

kherj d-malkfi- 
thii 

Wazirfithii 
d-kherj 

hazimat, shik- basiiriithii I 


asti, raviindi 
solrdi 'askar yfikhlsmijreview (troops, veraqnnel, 

n.) qnnatadel 
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English. Ambic. Persian. Turkish. 
revolution th6rah thaureh, haya- tehavvul 
(rev01t) jiin 

revolver warwar shish-liileh alti-patlary' 

rbvolv6r 
rheumatism rih dard-i-mafiisil y61 

rib -dhal' (pl. ustukhgn-i- qaburgha 
dhulii') pnhlii 

rice tigmen, shileb birinj pirinj 
rich ghani, zengin tawiingar, zbngin 

mutamauwal 
ride rekeb, yirkab suwiir shudan, binmbk, 5t ili5 

shau gitmhk 
rider khayy5l suvSr atli 

riding-horse l.-&Sn er- asp-i-suwiiri bin6k iit, 5t 
rukiib 

rifle tufkah, miitli tufang tnf hnls: 
rifleman tuffiik tufangchi silah-endaz 
right ' yimna, yamin riist siigh ,(right 

(right hand) ; hand) ; 
tammiim doghru 
(correct) (straight) 

right away yailiih birau !bis- doghrudan-
mi'lliih ! doghrupa 

ring (finger, N . )  mahbas, khz- angushtar yuzuk 
tim (seal) 

ripe mustawi rasideh, 6lmush 
. . pukhteh 

river ehiit, shatt, riid-khSneh nhhir, sii, chai 
nahr (small) irmiiq 

road darb, fariq r5h pol 

road (camel) tariq el-jimiil riih-i-shutur d6vh yolu 
road (mule) fariq el-baghiil rkh-i-qiitir qiitir yolu 
road tariq min sh6seh sh6s8 

(metalled) ma'dan 
road tariq ma'ir r2ih-i-ma'ir 'iidi yol, 'araba 

(unmetalled) yolu 
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E~zqZish. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
revolution heghapokhou- 'aslwat qarpi- 'isyln 
(rev01 t) tiun, absdam- nat 

poutiun 
revolver vetsharvadzian warwar warwar 

rheumatism rhomatism, 
vosgratsav 

rib Pghq  parsii, paras6 parasiiwa 

rice printz prinj rizza 
rich harousd daulamand, 'attira, daula-

zengin mand 
ride tsiavarel suwiir bfi rkiil6 

hedznel 
rider tzi hedzogh suwiir, khay- ral;iiwii 

y5l 
riding-horse hedzelatzi asp6 suwiiri s6sa d-raka- 

miitha 
rifle hratsan tufak, tfeng tfakta 
lmifleman hratssnagir t.fenkji yaminn 
right ach (right rlst  (right hand) ; 

hand) ; tiipangchi 
oughigh drest 
(straight) 

right away on arrach ! harra! birau ! s3 ql6' ! 
valla ! 

ring (finger, k.) mndani hangustir, 'iziqth5 
gastirik, 
arnusbviin 

ripe hasoun gehia, gahish- bshila 
tfi, chkbia 

river ked iiv, riib5r nkhra, shatta 

road . janabar, oughi rrh, ri5, rraiga iirkha 
jampa 

road (camel) oughdi jampa 
road (mule) chorii jampa 
road khjoughi, 

jmetalled) shose 
road hasarag jampa 

(unmetallecl) 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
robber hariimi (pl. duzd khirsiz 

hariimiy eh) 
robbery sirqah, teslib duzdi khirsizlik 

rock (n.) sakhr (PI. sang qaYa 
sukhiir) 

rocky musakhkhar sang-1Hkh qayali 
roof sath, sagf biim dam 

(ceiling) 
room gubbeh, 6&ah iitHq oda 
root 'irq bikh kiik 
rope habl (pl. hibll) rismHn ip, hiilat (cable) 
rotten fHsid (smelling), pfisideh chiiriik 

kharbHn 
rough khashin dnrusht, zibr puruzlu, s6rt 

dalghali (sea) 
round (adj.) mndawwar mudauwar, yuvirlaq, 

gird d6yirmi 
row (v). jeaef,  y i jaa f  piirii zadan, kiirek 

zan ch6kmdk 
rubbish zabiilah khas-u khii- supuruntu 

shHk or khHk- 
riiba 

rudder sukkiin sukkgn dum6n 

ruddy ahmar qirmizi, qizil 
surkh 

rug (12.) ziiliyah farsh, qHlicha kilim: k6ch6 

(for prayer) sa j iida h jH-namiiz sej jade 

ruins khariibiit wairiinhii virHn6, ijren 
run jara, yijri damidan, dau qoshmaq 
rushes qasab nai , qamish 

Russia Riisiyah UrisR ~ E ?  Riisya 
Russian Muskbfi Rusl Bioskov, 

Riisy51i 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
robber kogh, avazag diz, jarda, giniiwii 

mu&lZchi 
robbery koghoutiun, dizi giniiwiithii 

avazagoutiun 
rock (n.) zhayrr bar, siig, git k k p ~or kip2 

rocky zha yrra yin 
roof daniq sarbln, sar- biqarsh6, saqaf 

khln6 
room seniag manzal, 6da 6da, manzal 
root armad rih, kok a$, q5ra 
rope baran, chvan waris, biing khaula 
rotten pthadz raziii, pis spisa, serya' 

rough goshd zbir 1%randa 

round (adj.) glor mudauwar, mudauwar, 
girover, khirr gl6la 

row (v.) thiavarel 

rubbish avellsoug ; khiir, mTrd5r piishikg 
zibil 
(Turkish) 

rudder teg dunbiil, pisht6 dfirmln 
gami 

ruddy garmrorag, sBr, qirmizi smtiqa 
garmrakuyn 

rug (no) hasdar farsh, miirsha, khiili 
bZrrik 

(for prayer) (no such thing farsh, sa jjldah khtilichii 

used except 

by Moham-

medans) 


ruins . averag khariibah kharlba 
run vazel ravi, ling d l  'riql6 
rushes hartzagmounq, chiqa qany6 

khoyanq 
Russia Rousia Uriis, Misq6f JIisqof 
Russian Rousiatsi, MisqBfi, Uriisi Misqofiiys 

Rous 
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Bnglish. . -. Arabic. Persian. Turkish, 
Sabbath. sebt sabt pazar-gunii 

sack kis (small) ; juwiil torba 

goniyah 

(large)


sacred muqaddas muqaddas muqaddes, 
shkrif 

sad hazin ghamgin miikitddkr, 
mahziin 

saddle (n.) serei zin by kr 
saddle (v.) serej, yisraj zin kardan, Qy QrlQmBk, ByQr 

kun vur nlaq 
saddlebag khurj khurjin heibk 

safe (adj.) amin bi-sallimat sligh 

sailing-vessel saf inah, kash ti-yi-blidi yklkbn g6rnisi 
mahailah 

sailor melliih ; kashti-bln, gkmiji 
khalasi (on malliih 
river steamer) 

sails shuru' bad-bln, shia'  yhlkknlkr 
salary macZsh mavzjib mac ash ; Biliq 

(monthly) 
salt milh namak tuz 
salute (n.) temenni ; takiyeh, seIlim 

t a' a i m  snl5.m 
(milit.) 

salute (v.) sallam, sal Sm kardan, selBmlamaq 
yusallim kun 

sally out (v.) kharaj 'ala, khiirij shudan, chiqish ktmbk 
yakhruj 'ala shau 

same mHhid, ferd hamin, bar& bir,. farqsiz, 
shikl bar 'aim 

it is all the mii yukhiilif hamin-ast. ikisi bir 
same 

this is the hB&a mithl in bB Bn yakist ikisi bir 
same as that a l i k  

and ram1 yig qiim 
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' English. 
Sabbath 

sack 

Armenian. 
(Sunday) Gi- 

ragi ; (7th 
day =Satar-
day) Shapat 

barg, dobrag 

Kurdis7~. 
Sabt 

juwiil, kis5 

Syrinc. 
shabt5 

kisa 

sacred sourp, srpazan hariim, mu- qitdishii 

sad dkhonr 

saddle (n.) thamp 
saddle (v.) thampel, 

hamedel 
saddlebag bayousag, 

khourjin 
safe (adj.) abahov 

sailing-vessel arrakasdanav 

sailor navasti 

sails arrakastq 

qaddas 

dzmiii, dilsGti, ghabina, 

khamin 

zin 
zin kir . 

khurjin 

amin, pan5 

malliih, ga-
michi 

salary toshag, vartzq haq, haiv, 

salt agh 
salute (n.) voghchuyn 

salute (v.) voghchounel 

sally out (v.) khoyanal, 

same 

i t  is all the 
same 

this is the 
same as that 

sand 

hart zagel 
nuyn 

nuynn e 

jisd ador bes e 

avaz 
~ 

miihngiina 
khwit 
saliim, seliiv 

seliiv dii 

zhdarvl h l t  

wak, nazir 

har au bukh- 
waya 

au wak awii 

khiz, ram1 
f 2 

pshima 
sarga 
msiireglit 

piishazin, 
khurjin 

saliimal 

gamichi 

miiwiijib 

melkha 
shliima 

dr86 shliima 

npiql6 bariiy6 

mukhdaigid 

iiwa bigiin6 

ii&i mukh-
daigid i i a i  

khizh, 'epra 
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Englislb. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
sandbank hlwi, ramIi, pushte-yi-rig sighIiq 

j urf 
sandal na'al (pl . na' 51) na' 1, chlruq chariq 

sandy 
Saturday 

ramali 
Y6m es-sebt 

saucepan 
saucer 

tawah 
sabn, mii'iin 

sausage - , bastarmah 

save khallas ; 
yukhallb 

(rescue) 
saw (rt.) minshiir 

say giil, yagiil 

I say ana agiil 

thou sayeat inta tagiil 

he says hiia yagiil 

we say ihna nagiil 

you say intu tagiiliin 

they say hum yagiiliin 

I shall say ana agiil 

I said ana gulf 

scales (balance, miz5n 

scarcely bil-kgd ; 
bi-sa'iibeh 
(with d s -
culty) 

rigi qiimlu 
Shambeh Jum'a-6rtBsi 

digclieh t6nj6r6 
na' lbaki or finjan tabaghi 
nalbaki 

slsisam, char- sujuq (dry) ; 
ghanda, or rii- bumbar 
da-qe lganda (fresh) 

rahiinidan, qurtarmaq 
rahln or najiit 
diidan, deh 

arreh d6stbr6 

guftan, giii soil6mhk, dB-
m6k 


mi-@yam dbyorim 


rni-gii'i dhyorsin 

mi-giiyad dhyor 

my-gii'im dbyoriz 

mi-gii'id dhyorsiniz 

mi-giiyand d6yorlar 

khgham guft d6yhjQyim 

guftam d6dim 

pilla, kiffa tbriizi, miziin 

bi-dushwiiri niidiran, h6-
man, giich 
hiil il6 

12.1 
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English. Armenian. 
sandbank avazap, ava- 

zathoump 
sandal drekh 

sandy avazod 
Saturday Shapat 

saucepan san, aman 
saucer kavati aman 

sausage yerchig 

save prgel 

saw (n.) sghots 

say usel, asel 

I say yes g'asem or 
g'usem 

thou sayest tou g'ases or 
g'uses 

he says an g'ase or 
g'use 

we say meng g'asenq 
or g'usenq 

you say touq g'aseq 
or g'useq 

they say anonq g'asen 
or g'usen 

I shall say yes bidi asem 
or bidi usem 

I said yes asetsi or' 
mi 

scales (balance, gshirr 
no)

scarcely haziv 

Kurdish, Syriac. 

kiilik, rashik, gbli . 
chGr6kh 

Shambii, Yauma 
Shamii d-shabtha 

qiiziin, tanjiira distitha, qi&ra 
zhirpizla, bin- bashqiip 
tls,  6mZn d-steikln 

miimbar, 
mubshi 

khaliiy kir . mkhuligl6 

harrek, mashiir masarta, min- 
shiir 

baizhin, g6tin imhrh 

az dabaizhim kimrin 

tii dabaizhh kimret 

au dabaizhet kimer 

am dabaizhin kimr6kh 

hiin dabai- kimriitiin 

zhin 


wZn dabai- kimri 

zhin 


az dabaizhim bid'amren 


ma gbt imhri 

teriiziin, shin miisiiths 

niidiran, niidiran 
bkhmiihi 
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English. Arabic. 

scatter shettet, 

yushettit 
school . medresah, 

mekteb 
scissors nlaqass 
scout (n.) kasbahsfah 

(pl.) ;sab-
biirah 
(PU 

screw (pro- parwiinah 
peller) 

sea bahr 
seal (stamp, n.) muhr 

Yersia.n. 

piishidan, 

pZsh 
maktab, mad- 
raseh 

miqriiz 
taliiyrt -diir 

charkh 

daryii 
muhr 
Iiik . 

chiriigh-i-
barqi 

fag1 

duvum 

sirr, riiz 
sirfi 
dabir, kiitib 

Turkish. 

diighitmaq, 

sachmaq 
m6kt6b 

maqass 
izji, keshaf 

dkniz 
muhr 
muhr-bal-

mumu 
k6shf -i-ziyz 

mbvsim 

dbniz rikh- 
t6m6, dalgha 
qiran 

ikinji 

sirr 
sirr, gizli 
kyiitib ; sirr 
kyiitibi (private 

secretary) 

gizli 


giirmQk 

sealing-wax 

searchlight 

season 

sea-wall 

second (num- 
ber) 

secret (n.) 

lukk 


niir barqi 

fasl, miisim 

musanniiyah 

thani 

sirr ( p l . asriir) 
sirri 

secretary kiitib (pl. 
secret (4.) 

kuttiib) 

secretly sirran, khufya- makhfi, 
tiin panhiin 

security emniyah; kafii- amiin 
lah (pledge) 

see shiif, yashiif or didan, bin 
ra'a, para 
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English. Armenian, Kurdish. Syriuc. 
scatter tsrvel bliiu kir, wa- mburbizli: 

rLndin 
school tbrots maktab madriisah 

scissors 
scout (n.) 

mgrad 
ted, bahaban 

miqzsh 
jLsiis 

miqqas 
gash6sha 

screw (pro- bdoudag burghi, charkh burghi, charkh 
peller) 

sea dzov bakri:, daryii yiimd 
seal (stamp, m.)  gniq muhr, miir m6hr 
sealing-wax gnqamom lak lak 

searchlight lousakhuyz 
(parosneren 
yev naveren 
artzagvadz . 
khouzargou 
luys) 

season yeghanag fag16 8516 shukhl~pa 
d-shiita 

sea-wall dzova-badnesh 

second (num- yergrort d i ,  d i trhyiinii 
ber) siini 

secret (n.) kaghdniq sirr, penhiini rgza 
secret (udj.) kaghdni 
secretary qartoughar, kiitib kiitiba 

krakir 

secretly kaghdnapar bdizi, zhkpiini b-riiza, 
b-fush~va 

security abahoyoutiun, aman, pan- iltiziiru, salil- 
yerashkhavo- hfini, amniat' nlatiith;?. . 
routiun 

see desnel ditin, chiiu khzS16 
pi i  kir .., 
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English. Arabic. Persian. 
seek dawwar 'ala, justan, jii 

yudawwir 'ala 
or fettesh, 
yufettish 

seize kadhdh, ya- giriftan, gir 
kudhdh or , 

lezem, yilza~n 
self nefs (pl . nufiis) khud, khish 

Turkish. 
aramaq 

zabt QtmQk, 
tfitmaq, girift, 
6tm6k 

k6ndi 

eatmaq 

sbmafor 

gond6rm6kY 
irsiil 6tm6k 

nobbtji 

ayirmaq ' 

airi airi 

sell bii', yabi' 

semaphore simafor 

send ba'ath, yib'ath 
or arsal; yursil 

sentry nbbachi (pl. 
n6bachiyah) 

separate farraq, 
(trans.) yufarriq 

separately airi 

SePoY 'asker hincli 

September Ailiil 

sergeant chZwiish 
sergeant-major b5sh chiiwiish 

servant 

~ e r v e  

set,tle (an ac-
count) 

sew (v.) 

khiidim (p l .  
khuddiim) 

khadam, 
yikhdam 

secid, yasicld 

khayyat, . 

yukha yyit 

furiikhtan, 
furiish 

ishiireh 
namii'i 

&istiidan, 
firist 

qariiwul, 
piisbiin 

tafriqeh kar- 
dan, kun 

jud5-judii 

. 

aipiihi-ye liind sipahi 

Mihr-miih, Eiliil 
Ailiil 

wakil chiiwfish 
vakil-e avval bash chavush 

naukar hizmbtji 

khidmak kar- hizm6t Gtrnkk, 
dan, kun ishini gorm6k 

ta.'di-ya naniii- l~issablashmaq 
dan or kiir-
siizi kardan 

diikhtan, diiz dikm6k 
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English. Brmenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
seek pntrrel taftish kir, mputishlt5 

p6 garriiin 

seize prriiel girt in er616 

self inqn khwa, bkhwa begiiin (with 
pronouns)

sell dzakhel ferahtin, mziibenn6 
feroshtin 

semaphore t	zaynadar, 
tzaynapogh 
(kortzig vorov 
navabedn 
g'khosi) 

send ghgel, ou- heniirtin, mshiid6rt5 

ghargel shiindin 


sentry ba hnort naubachi naubachi 


separate anchadel, judii or jiii kir, preshl6 
(trans.) pazhnel pishiriindin 

separately zad zad pircha-piircha, b-p~*ishtithZ 
yak-yak, judii 
judii 

sel?oY zinvor hntgas- sipiihi, 'askar rzj 515 
tani 

September Sepdemper Ailil Ilul 

sergeant liisnabed chiiivisli chiiwish 
sergeant-major llisnabed wakil bl-tshi, chiitish d-ti- 

chiiwish bur 
servant dzarra, sbass- khuliim, niiu- ghulilha khii- 

vor ker din1 
serve dzarrael, khizmet kir khdiml6 

sbasavorel 
settle (an ac- hashiv vdjarel hisiib kirin, q5t6 
count) haq diin 

sew (v.) garel dirin, dtiriin- khetl6 
din 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
sextant sextant usturliib sextant 

shade (la.) dhul, f6 siiyeh giilg6, siiy6 
shake Grrak, yuhar- takiin diidan, siirsmaq, salla-

rik or nafaa ,  deh maq 
yanfudJ 

shallow gEsh, (moi) piiyiib sigh 
qalil 

shame (n.) 'aib sharm hijab, ayib 

shave (v.) zEyyin, yuz6y- tiriishidan, triish Qtm6k 
in tiriish 

sheep ghanam giisfand qoYun 
sheet (bed) charchaf chiidar charshaf 

sheet (of paper)warqah varaq tabaqa 
shell (n.) gulleh (pZ.gulel) khumpareh mhrmi, qum-

bara 
shell (u.) -dharab bi-t6p, khumpareh an- qumbara 

y a a r a b  bi- diikhtan, an- atmaq 
tGp diiz 

ship markab kashti, jahiiz s6fin8, g6mi 
shirt yami?; th6b piriihan gomlhk 

(outer shirt) 
shoal shelhah dasta sigh yer, sighliq 

shoe (n.) qandarah, kafsh, pineh papush, qun-
papfish dura 

shoe (v.) naCcal,yuna"i1 na'l band kar- na'alamaq 
dan, kun 

shoot rarna, yarmi guliileh an- tuf6nk atmaq 
or &arab bi diikhtan, an-
raqiie, ya&rab diiz or tir an-

diikhtan, 
andiiz 

shop dukkiin (pZ. dukkiin diikyiin 
dukiikin) 

shore . s*il r s siihil, sii khniiri 
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Er~glish. Ar~ner~ian. 
sextant sextant, 

angiunac hap 
shade (n.) shouk, sdver si, keresi tella 
shake tsntsel, takiindin, ju- np$B

sharzhel miindin, we- 
shandin 

shallow dzandzagh borr borr6, diiktha 
di-psa'a 

shame (12.) amot sharm, ruswiii, 'aibii 
hishmat 

shave (v.) adzilel tiriish kir, ktir gr6'lB 
kir 

sheep vochkhar m6h, paz 'erba 
sheet (bed) savan jiijim, char- ghatii, jiijim 

chaf 
sheet (of paper)teri; kiighilz tiibiiqt?. 
shell (n.) . rroump gunbilta d-$6~8 

shell (v.)  rrmpaharel 

ship nav gami, markab markwa 
shirt s ha big kiriis siidrii 

shoal tzgneranl jamii'itt, guriih yuilisiii 
(crowd) ; na-
kiir, na-qd, 
b6rr (shallow) 

shoe (n.) goshig 861, p6liiv, na'l 85,1116, na'la 

shoe (u.) baydel, nalel na'l kir mnu'ell6 

shoot kndagaharel, ivitin, taqiin- tw6r6 nishan 
zarnel din 

shop khanout, dikkiin dikkiina 
krbag 

shore ap, yezerq nBzik6 5v6, sZ- siptha d-miiya 
bil 
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English. Arabic. Persian. 
short qasir kiitiih 
shot (act) ramyah, chelah tir, guliileh 

shot (bullets) sechem 
shoulder kitif (dual 

kitifEn) 
shout (v.) qiih, yas* 

shovel (n.) mijrlf 
show (v.) shawwaf, yu- 

shawwif; bey- 
yen, yubeyyen 
(prove)

shrapnel shrapnel 

diish 

biing zadan, 
zan 

piirii 
namiidan, 
numii 

shrapnel 

shrine maziir (place of maziir 
visitation) 

shut (see close) sedd, yasidd bastan, baud 

Ywrkislz. 
qissa 
qurshun, 
sachma 

omuz 

baghirmaq 

kurhk 
gost6rmhk 

shrapnel 

ziy iiret 

qapamaq 

khasta, keifsez 

oraq 

yiin, jiinib 
muhlsbr6 
Qlhk, qalbur 

nishiin-gyiih 

ishZr6t 

sick 

siclrle 

side 
slege 
sieve 

sight (of gun) 

signal 

silent, to  be 

silting 

silver (adj.) 
silver (n.) 

maridh, waj'iin bimiir, nii- 

menjel 

jiinib, s6b 
mu2;liisarah 
mankhal, 
gharbiil 

neshengah 

ishiirah 

seket, yiskut 

radm, diblah 

min fidhdhah 
fidhdhx-

khush 
diis 

pahlii 
rnu2;liisareh 
ghirbiil 

nishiingiih 

ishiirat 

khlmiish shu- siis lmaq or 
dan, shau or sukiit Qtrnbk 
siikit shudan, 
shau 

gil-band 

nuqrii'i 
nuqreh 

qum v6 cha-
mur s6ddi 
giimush 
giimiish 
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English. Arnzenian. Kurdish, Szjriac. 
short garj kurt kerya 
shot (act) harvadz, sachma, risiis gunbilta, qach- 

kndag ma 
shot (bullets) 
shoulder ous, thigounk mil, pil riisha 

shout (v.)  kochel, tsayn dang or hiiwlr mCuyitl6, 
dal kir, kiilin srekhl6 

shovel (n.) 
show (v.) 

thiag 
tsuyts dal 

piirii, hestiv 
nishln dii 

rbshta, mama 
mukhz616, 
mukhw616 

shrapnel ' shrapnel 
(pegorq bay- 
thogh kndagi) 

shrine khoran maziir, zilrat zi5rat 

shut (see close) kotsel, page1 bestin, kuch- ghleql6 
iindin 

sick hivant niisiikh, niikh- kriha, niikh- 
wosh wosh 

sickle mankagh dgsik, manjal, maglii 
turdiis, diisiila 

side goghm teref, jiinib jiinib, dipna 
siege basharoumn 2;lisiir his% 
sieve ruagh bhzhing, hblik, saridii 

tiilak, p5la 
sight (of gun) nshanatsuyts nishiingiih sip5 nishangiih 

(hratsani) 
signal nshan, aztan- nishiin nishan 

shan 
silent, to  be lrrel, lourr dav girt, be- shtiql6 

mnal dang bii 

silting dghmalits gilbHnd ' skiira 

silver (ad!.) ardzathia 
silver (n.) ardzath ziv, ziw s6ma 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
since (prepos.) min tii, az waqti -dan b&ri(su$x) 

keh 
since (ndv.) ba'ad 
since (because) li-a.n, min hGth 
sinful khiiti guniihqiir gunahli 

sing (v.) ghanna, yug- iiviiz khiindan, turku chaghir- 
hanni sariiyidan m:s 

sink (trans.) gharraq, yu- gharq kardan, biitirmaq 
gharriq kun 

sink (intran,~.) ghariq, gharq shudan, biitmaq 
yaghraq shau 

sir (to native) effendim iiq5 effendim, agha 
(to European) siihib Gqii, mfisqii bey effendi, 

ch616bi 
sister ukht (pl. khiihar, qiz-qardash 

akhawiit) hamshireh 
sit qa'ad, yaq' ad ; nishashtan, oturmaq 


jeles, yijlis nishin 

size kubr andiiza biiyiiklik 


skilful miihir hunarmand, hiinhrli 
zaring 

skin (inflated) garbah mashk tiiliim, k616k 
skirmish muniiwashah zad-u khurd, ch6rkha 

qariivuli 
sky es-sema iismiin gak
slaughter (n.) &ibh kushtgr qinm 
slaughter (v.) a e b e h ,  kushtan, kush k6sm6k, hB1Zk 

y i e b a h  6tm6k 
sleep (n.) n6m khiibidan iiyqii 

sleep (v.) niim, yaniim lthiibidan, . iiyiimaq 
khZb 

sleeve kumm (pl. iistin kol 
akmiim), rudn 

slow bati ; muta- yawiish yavkh 
'akhkhar (of 
watch) 

slowly yawiish, iihisteh yaviish yaviish 
'ala kGf 

small saghir kiichak nfaq, kiichiik 
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English. Armenian. Icurdish. Syriac. 

since (prepos,) horme hede zhwakht min 


since (adv.) minch 

since (because) kanzi min siibab 

sinful lneghavor guniihkiir: khiltiins 


khudiio siij 

sing (v.) perkel istiriin bbzhin, ziin~ir 


bgn kirin 

sink (trans.) souzel, mughriql6 


ungghmel 

sink (in trans.) souzil, dabinda or bin ghariql6 


ungghmil Gv chb 

sir (to native) baron khuviija, 5gha effendi 

(to European) baron baig, bag siihib 


sister WYr khushk, khztha 

khung 


sit nsdil riinishtin i t a6  


size chap, hasag mazinati, giiriiths 
gaurgi, qadar 

skilfnl jardar, hmoud 'iiqil, t6zhfahm shiitir, miihir , 

skin (inflated) dig, barg charm, ziqq ziqqa 
skirmish tetev grriv sharr 

S ~ Y  yerginq, ot gsrniin rqi'ii 
slaughter (n.) godoradz nkhiira 
slaughter (v.) godorel, kiishtan, zabh nkh6r6 

sbanel 
sleep (n.) qoun khawii, khiiu shintha, dm& 

kha 
sleep (v.) qnanal newestin dmikhlh 

sleeve thev biil, hiichik darpilta, brai- 
-dhiitha 

slow 	 gamats pegiriin, ya- yaqiira 
miish 

slowly gamatsoug yawiish ya- h6di h6di 
wls h 

small poqr, manr bechiik, hiir zBra 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
smaller asghar kiichaktar daha kiichiik 

smallpox jidri iibila chich6k 'ill6ti 

smell (n.) rihah ' bii qoqii 
smell (trans.) ishtemm, bii kardan, qoqlamaq 

yashtemm kun 
smell (to stink) antan, yuntin muta'affin qoqmaq

shudan, shau 
smoke (n.) dukhiin diid duman 
smoke (to- sharab titen, tutiin kashi- tiitiin ichmkk 

bacco, v.) yishrab titen clan, kash 
smooth miilis sgf, hamwgr diiz 
smuggling tehrib tahrib az gum- qachirma 

ruk or az gum- 
. ruk guriziin- 
dan 

snake hayyah miir yilan 
snow (n.) thelj barf q!?-
so (thus) hichi chunin or in boil6 

taur 
so and so (n.) fnliin fulgn filan 
soap siibiin siibiin siibiin 
sock j6rib (pZ. juwii- jiiriib chorab 

rib) 
soft l6yyin narm yimushaq 
soil (earth) triib khiik topraq 
soldier 'asker sarbiiz 'ask6r 
solid qawi, jiimid mujassam mktin, qavi 
some shwGya qadri bazi 

somebody ferd wiihid shakhsi bir kimsb 
something ferd sh6 chizi bir shei 
sometimes b a ' a  el- ba'zi auqSit, ba'zi k6rr6 

awqiit ahyiinan 
somewhere fi ferd mak5in yak jii bir yhre, bir 

y6rde 
son ibn (pl. benin) pisar oghl 
song ghinii, iiwSiz tiirkii, sharqi 

naghmah 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
smaller avcli poqr, bechiikter besh z6ra 

poqrakuyn 
smallpox dzaghgakhd hiiwla, iiwlik, shalqii, khwii- 

khiiri t i t5 
smell (n.) hod behn, biien rikha 
smell (trans.) hododal, hod behin kir shqillb rikha 

a m e l  
smell (to stink) hodil behin dii iwellQ rikha 

smoke (n.) dzoukh diikal, diid tniina 
smoke (to- dzkhel . tutun vakh- sht& tutun 
bacco, v.) wiirin 

smooth harth sii, hulii rakikha 
smuggling abranq pakltb- qachiigll 

snel, maksa- 
nengoutiun 

snake otz mzr klliiwi 
snow (n.) t,ziun bafr talge 
so (thus) si~bes: \~~asa., hiitkhiinsang wusiin 

so and so (n.) aisinch nininch fliinkas piliin 
soap sabon s8biin siibun' 

sock koulba g6ra, jiiriv girwii 

soft gagough narm chalabi 
soil (earth) Eiogh 'ard, iikh 'uprtT, 
soldier zinvor 'askari 'askari 
solid amour qiiim matin, zarbiina 
some qich, mi qich, chancl, ltindik khakmii 

qani me, qicll 
me 

somebody mege, vomn kasak khE niishii 
something pan me tishtik, tishki khii mendi 
sometimes yerpelrln jiireki, jiirjiir khakma ga- 

hiitha 
somewhere oureq, degh mi b'ardak be-kh&a diik-

tha 
son vorti kurr, zEr6 br6na 
song yerk r. stiriin zmiira 
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English. 
soon . 

sooner 

sortie (n.) 

sound (ndj.) 
sound (noise) 

sounding 
' (water) 
soup 
sour 
sour milk 
south 
southern 
south wind 

sow (v.) 

spade 

spark 

sparrow 

speak 

spea.r (n.) 

special1y 

specie 

spectacles 

speed 

Ambic. 
'an qarib, f i  
awwal waqt, 
bil-'ajel 

gab1 

khuriij, huj- 
mah 

sahih 
saut (pl.aswlt), sad& 

Persinn. 
ziid 

ziittar 

hamla-ye 
khuriij 

sBim 

Turkish. 
chabuk, tQz 

daha chabuq, 
dahaQrk6n ' 

khuruj, hujum 

siigh, saghlam 
s6s 

isqandil 6tm6si 

chorba 

Bkshi 

yoghurt 

jkniib, qibla 

jQniibi 


bB1, kiirbk 

qighil jim, 

sh6riir6 


gharghi, mizraq 

blshlija 

naqd, meskiu 
kist 

gozlik 

hiss 
ghumq el-moi 

shorbah 
hiirnia 
leben 
jiniib 
j iniibi 
shergi 

zaraC, yizmc 

mishl, mibfar 

shariirah 

'asfiir (pl. 'as$- 
fir) 

haka yahki or 
tekellam, 
yetekellam 

ramh (pl. ar- 
miih) 

khasiigan 
makhsiig 

nuqiid 

mandhariit 

sur'ah, 'ajalah 

miqyiis 

iib-i-giisht 
turush 
mlst 
janiib 
janiibi 
b5d-e janiib 

k5shtan 

bil 

akhgar, 
shariireh 

kunjishk 

guftan, glii 

naiza 

khusiigan 

naqd 

ainak 

sur'at 
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English. Armenian. Hu'Y~ '~ ' .F~ , .  Syrinc. 
soon shoud zii qaliila 

sooner ave!i shoud ziitir biish z6dE 

sortie (n.) hart zago~zm hujiim 
(azadvelou) 

sound (adj.) . arroghch siikh 
sound (noise) tzayn, dang 

hnchiun 
sounding dzovachapou-

(water) tiun 
soup abour shiirba shiirba 
sour tht hou tersh khamiisa. 
sour milk madzoun miist masta 
south haraf junfib, qiblat juniib, taimna 
southern harafayin taref6 qiblat6 
south wind haravayin hov b8B janfib 

sow (v.) tsa,ncl, tii gvitin, kil- ziirit 
sermancl Endin, chzn- 

din 
spade prich, pah bial, b6r, marr rniiwal, rGshta, 

LI1Bl'Fa 
spark g a ~ d z  prisk, chrisk, sharzritha 

pdl  
sparrow jnjghong chiiki, ma- siprii 

luchks, chiili . . 
speak khosel giitin, akhiiftin r n~k816  

spear (n.) nizag riim zergz, riimhs 

specially hadgabes khus@an, ga- 
lagter 

specie hnchoun tram naqd, ziv naqd 

spectacles agnots aineki, ch8- clzashmi 
wiink 

speed arakoutiun lazi, sur'at sur'ah, qalE- 
liitha . 
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English. Arabic. 
spend saraf, yasrif ; 

enfeq, yunfiq 
spirits 'araq 

spoon khiishiigal 
spring (season) rabi' 
spring (of 'ain moi 

water) 
spur shiibiir 
SPY (no) jasiis
squadron firqah 

(nautical) 

squall (wind) Garbah,  

square (adj.) murabba' 

stable t6lah 
staff (of army, arkiin el-harb 

Persian. Turkish. 
sarf kardan sarf bt.rn&k, 

kharj BtnzFk 
'araq riiqi 

qzshiiq qgshiq 
bahiir ilk bahiir 
chashmeh punar, cheshmh 

nlihmjz inabmiiz 
j iisiis jasus
daste-yi-kash- donanma, filo 
.tihii-yi-jangi 

biid-i-tund bora 

murabba' dolt kiishbli 

tawjlch akhur 
sar-kardagiin- erkian-i-harb 

n- )
stagnant (of 

water) 

staircase 

stalks (of 
millet or 
maize) 

stallion 

stamp 
(postage, n.) 

stand (v.) 

star 

starboard 

hard a-star- 
board 

khiiyis, '.cviigif 

derej 

siiq 

e qushiin 
istzda 

. nardbin, 
palleh 

shiikheh 

durghun, nq- 
mitz , 

rnbrdivbn 

siiplar 

aighir, iit 

pul 

ayaqda dur-
maq, dikilmbk 

yildiz , 

sanjaq jiheti, 
sanjaq tarafi 

alabanda yali 

fahl (pl .f tihiil) asp-i-nar 

piil 

magaf, yogaf or 
qiim, yaqiim 

nejmah (pl.  
nujiim) 

yamin 

tammam 
lil-yamin 

tambr 

istiidan, ist 

sitiireh 

rBst 
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Englisl~. Armenian. Kzcrdish. Syriac. 
spend dzakhsel kharj kirin khiirij 

spirits vokelits umpe- 'araq 'araq 
liq, oghi 

spoon ktal kauchik, hask matamta 
spring (season) karoun bahiir bahiir 
spring (of aghpiur kiini 'aina 

water) 
spur khthan, mtrag pishin sqiita 
SPY ) lrdes j iisiis j Zsfisl?,
squadron koumardag ; 

(nautical) dorrnigh (of 
battleships) 

squall (wind) jich, aghaghag, bii mazin karaphch 
potorig 

square (adj.) qarragousi chiirgijh, mu- murabba' 
rabba' 

stable akhorr, kom pZga, iikhiir bikiirb 
staff (of arniy, arkiin6 harb 

12.)
stagnant (of ljatsadz (chour) bC-harakat, 

water) sskin, nR-
hingivili 

staircase sand~zkh pilakzn, erde- simalta 
viin saliil 

stalks(of tsoghoun shskh, piil q6rma 
millet or 
maize) 

stallion krasd (mada- fahl, tamiizalk fahla 
gakhantz) 

stamp namagatroshlli piil nlZrclii, t,alnbr 
(postage, n.) 

stand (v.) ganknel rtiwustan qiml6, klbl& 

star asdgh stiir, hasstira kaukhwa 

starboard arrachagoghm riist liamne 
navi 

hard a-star- ghegn tebi 
board sch 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
starvation (n.) jii' ; m6t jii' gurusnagi ajliq 

state (condi- 
tion) 

station (rail- 
way) * 

steal 

steam 

steamer 

steel (n.) 
steel (ad!.) 
steering-gear 

steersman 

hiil (pl. ahwiil) hiil 

mahattah mahattah 

biiq, yabiiq duzdidan, 
duzd 

bukhiir, ishtim bukhiir 

hiil 

mahatta (in 
Syria), isk616, 
istasion 

chdmaq 

bughu, bukhiir 

vapor 

chhlik 
chhlik 
diimhn-iil6ti 

dumknji 

markab bu- 
khiir, 
biikhirah 

fiilii* 
min fiil i ia 
iilat el-idiirah 

sukkiinchi , 

kashti-yi-bu-
khGfi 

pfdiid 
piiliidi 

diimandii 
stem (of ship) sadr el- 

markab 
stern a khir 

el-markab 
steward khsdim 

stick (72.) 'asa, 'iidah 
still (of ila '1-iin 
time) 

stirrups rikiib 

pishi-yi-jahiiz geminin bashi 

pusht-i-jahiiz 

chiib-i-dasti 
haniiz, tii bi- 
ha1 

rikiih 

geminin qichi 

qamarot 

deinhk, s6pa 
dahii, hen6z 

uzengi 
qnndaq 

vaporun 
atbshjisi 

stock (of a gun) qundaq (pl. qa- kundeh 
niidiq) 

stoker niiri, itashi 
waqqzd 

stomach batn, ma'dah shikam, mi'da qarin, mi'd6 

stone hajar (pl. hijiirj sang tish 
stony haj arj sang-siir tiishli 
stop (intrans.) wagaf, yogaf istgdan, ist durmaq 
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English. Armenian. 
starvation (n.) ansvagoutiun, 

state (condi- 
tion) 

station (rail- 
way) 

steal 

steam 

steamer 

steel (n.) 
steel (ad$) 
steering-gear 

steersman 

anotoutenn6 
merrnil 

vijag 

gayan, gaya- 
ran 

koghnal 

shoki 

shokenav 

boghbad 
boghbadia 
sharzhich 
kortziq, aniv 

ghegava-rich 

Kurdish. Syriac. 
birsiti, birchi, kipnii 
zhbirsii mi-
rin6, giriini 

hE1 

dizin 

bukhiir 

piilfi 

dumanchi 

hiil 

gniilh 

bukhiir, hau- 
hiira 

p5ladh 
min piiladh 

dfimsnchi 
stem (of ship) klkhadzayr 

(navi) 
stern verchadzayr 

(navi) 
steward dndes, sbasavor khEdim, khiz- ghuliima 

(navi) matkiir 
stick (n.) kavazan diir, gopiil 
still (adv.) dagavin hatta nuhii 

stirrups asbantag auziim, zengi 
stock (of a gun) goth (hrateani) qundiikh 

stoker navi-gagarar 

stomach porr, stamox zik, miida 

stone qar bar 
stony qarod 
stop (intrans.) gank arrnel riiwustiin, 

sakinin 

' qatta 
hul dahii 

zangiil 

qfindiikha 


ma'dah, kiisa, 
istiimkii 

k6pS 
m5ri kipi 
kl616, smikhl6 
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English. Arabic. 
stores arziiq, h a -  

khiiyir, alwas 
(grain) 

stork legleg 

storm -dharbah 

stormy 
story , 

stove saps, bukhiiri 

straight , 'Hdil, giibal 
(stra~ght on) 

strange gharib, 'ajib 
strap sEr 
strategy* fann el-harb 

straw tibn 
stream nahr, mejrii 
street shiiri', darb 
strength qiiwah 

stretcher . sedyali 

Persian. Turkisi~. 
zakhireh tbdZ.riikyiit, 

16viizimiit 

laqlaq, laltlak leylbk, llaji 

tiif Zn 

t i i f  iini 
hikiiyat 

bukhiiri 

riist 

gharib 
tasmeh 
f ann-i-rnuhz-
rabe h 
kZh 

j iii. 
khlyiibiin
ziir 

taklita 

baba 
firtina 

firtinali 
hikyay6 

soba 

doghru 

yabiinji, gharib 
qgish 
s6vq 61-jeish 

sarniin 
chiii, sii 
soqiiq 
quvvet 

stretcher-
bearer 

strike 

strike camp 

string 
strong 
stupid 

subaltern 
submarine 
success 
suddenly 

sugar 

shayyiil 

-dharab, 
y a a r i b  

qala' el-khi- 
-yam, yakhla' 
el-khivam 

khait, Siitli 
qawi 
thaqil, balid 

muliizim 
ghawwiisah 
najiih 
def 'at a11 
baghtatan 

sheker 

hiimil-e taklita 

zadan, zan 

chiidirliii 
kandan, kun 

risrnzn 
qawi 
nii-diin 

niiyib 
ghauwiiseh 
zafar 
niigiih 

qand, shakar 

vurmaq 

chiidirlhri 
qaldirmaq 

ip
quvv6t li 
'aqlsiz, 

shashqin 
muliizim 
tahtu'l-bahr 
mnvafaqiyC t  
5p-iinsiz, bir- 
d6n-bir6 

sh6k6r 
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Etzglislb. 
stores 

stork 

storm 

stormy 
story 

stove 

straight 

strange 
strap 
strategy 

straw 
stream 
street 
strength 

stretcher 
stretcher-

bearer 
strike 

strike camp 

string 
strong 
stupid 

subaltern 
submarine 
success 
sudden1y 

sugar 

Antzenia~z. 
nitherq 

arakil 

potorig, m1.1.ig 

pot orgalits 
badmoutiun 

chermots 

shidaz, 
oughigh 

odar 
yeriz, pog 
rrazinakidou-
tiun. 

hart 
arrou, vdag 
poghots 
uyzh, zorou- 
tiun 

l~adkarag 
badkaragagir 

zarnel, khpel 

vranel 

lar, the1 
zoravor 
aboush 

entasba 
submarin 

Kurdis7t. Syriac.  
zakhira, anbiir zakhira, 'anbar 

laglag, hajji lagliig 
laglag 

tufiin, farta- tiivia, kara- 
nah pkch, tufiin 

Uabar, qisgat, haqyiit 
chiriik 

iigirdiln, kfi- sub2 
chik, bikhairi 

drest, riist 

gharib 
qiiish 

kg, kali 
5 ,  b 
k6lEn 
ziir, hgz, 
quwwat 

taldtah 
llamrniilt.5 
t,akhtah 

risi, pat 

drest, 'adil, dfis 

nakhriiya 
qiiisha 

tuna 
nhhra, rubiira 
al6la 
zakhmiitha 

t'aklltii 
halnmiil d-
takhtii 

g(&iila 
khu& qawi zakhma 
bhmhzh, ah- sakhla, abnlaq 
mat  

bichuk nliinliir nZpib 

hachoghout.iun najiib 
hangardz ghaflatan, 

zhneshkiwa 
shakar shakar 

ghiilibiithii 
shghaflh, 

niigestan 
sh6kar 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Tu:kish. 
sugar-cane qasab esh- nai-shakar shhkbr qiimishi 

sheker 
suitable muwiifiq muniisib miiniisib, 1Ziq 

summer qEf tiibistiin Yaz 
sun shems iiftiib giinhsh 
Sunday Y6m el-abad Yekshambeh Biiziir-giinii 
sunrise tuliic esh- tuliic-i-iiftiib @in doghusu 

shems 
sunset ghuriib esh- ghuriib-i-iiftiib ghuriib, giin 

shems hatisi 
supper 'ashii shiim aqsham tacnmi 

supplies arziiq, zakhireh 16viizimSt 
muhimmiit 

surgeon jarriib jarriih jhrriih 
surrender sellem, yusel- sipurdan, tdslim btmdk 

(trans.). See lim sip& 
also give in 

survey (v.) hendes, yuhen- misshat bar- (ariiziyi) olch-
dis dan m6k 

surveyor muhendis massiih muhendis 
suspected mashbiih mazniin shubhbli, 

mazniin 
sweet -hulu, ' a a b  shirin tatli 

(of water) 
swelling (n.) wuriim Gm5s shish, shishlik 

swim (v.) sebeh, yisbah shiniiwari kar- yiizmCk 
dan, kun 

switch (of rail- maqaqs mil-e naqqiila- 
wayy12.) ye riih-e iihan 

sword s8f (pl. suyiif) shamshir qilij
syphilis frengi kiift frengi, 6frenj 

Syria Esh-Shiim, Shiim Shiim . 

Siiriya 
table mcz miz trhbkzk, sofra 
tactics harakiit tadiibir-i-bar- tacbiy6 el-jeish 

barbiyah biyeh 
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sugar-cane shaqareghek 

suitable harmar munBsib, l6hB- muniisib, liiiq 
tin 

summer amarr hiivin qaita 
sun arev tiiv, tiiu shemsha 
Sunday Giragi Yekshamb Khaushiiba 
sunrise arevadzak riihaliit, su- isiiqa d-yauma 

bahi 
sunset arevamoud khwiiriiwii, gnzya d-yauma 

ghuriib 
supper entriq shiv, chaish- khiiramshii 

tashav 
supplies bashareghen zakhira zakhira 

surgeon virapuyzh jarriih, hakim jarriih, hakin1 
surrender hantznel teslim kir msuleml6 

(trans.). See 
also give in 

survey (v.) kednachapel masiihat or miikhi-tanap 
handasat 
kirin 

surveyor yergrachap muhandis tiiniipchi 
suspected gasgadzeli bshubha, khii shubha 

bgumsn 
sweet anoush shirin haliiya 

swelling (n.) ourruytsk bB girtink, zirta 
panBmi5ni 

swim (v.) loghal malaviin bii skh616 

switch (of rail- jiugh, aqdzan 
way, n*)

sword sour, thour shir saipa 
syphilis fransagan akhd farangi, maraz 

khabis 
Syria Syria ShZm Siiriya, Shiim 

table seghan m6z, vifrii mhz, sifra 
tactics rrazmakhagll, 

tactis 
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Englislz. Arabic. Persian. Turkislb. 
tail clhEl .(p1. a u - dum quiruq 

yiil) ; Iiyah 
(of sheep) 

tailor (n.)  
take 

khayyiit 
a k h a a ,  
y ii' k h u a  

khaiyii t 
giriftan, gir 

t6rzi 
Zlmaq 

talk (v.) baka, yahki harf zadan, qoniishmaq 
zan or 
guft-u-gii 
kardan, kun 

tall tawil, 'Gli buland biilii iiziin boilu 
tame alif dast-Zmiiz alishmish 
tank 
tar (n.) 
target 

h6& 
qir 
nishiin 

daryiicha, hauz sarnij 
qir 
nishiin 

qatran 
nishiin 

tarpaulin mushemma' ~nushamnia' mushamba 

taste (u.) -clhiiq, yadhiiq chashidan, tlitmaq 
chash 

tau Cn.) iniri, resnl, biij v e ~ g i  
'oshor (tithe), 
khumas (+) 

tea chli chiii chai 
tea-cup piy Zlah finjiin chai finjani 
tea-pot kiiri qiiri chailiq 

teach 'allam, ta'lim diidan, og6tmBk 
y u'allim deh or 

^ lmiikhtan, 
Zmiiz 

tea; (v.) shaqq, yashuqq piireh kardan, yirtmaq 
kun 

telegraph (n.) telegriif t eleghrlf . tkl kgriif 
telegraph telegriif- teleghriif- t616griif-khZn6 
office khlnah khgneh 

telescope darbin diirbin buzurg diirbin 
tell qiil li-, yaqiil li- guftan, giii soil8m6k 
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EngZi,~h. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
tail ski, ' bo-ch' diiv, dunk, tiiprii 

diilik, b6ch 

tailor (n.) tertzag derzi derzi 
take arrnel, vertsnel helgirtin, shqill6 

birin, stZndin 
talk (v.) zroutsel, gGtin, akhiiv- rnfik616 

khosel tin 

tall yergayn dr6zh yarikha 
tame undani, undell kedi, ahli kadi, ahli 
tank avazari litch, sgrinj hii~vfiz 
tar  (n.) sev tziut qir, zift qir 
target nshaged, nishiin nishan 

nshan 
tarpaulin rrlomlat;, mo- mushamma' mtishamnla' 

mazodz gdav ; 
rnonshanlha 
(Turkish) 

taste (v.) jashagel tiim kir tm6' l  

tax (n.) harg, dourq biij kherj 

tea chay, they chiii , chgi 
tea-cup teyi-kavat finjiin6 chiii ' isteikan, cllini 
tea-pot teyaman kiiz6 or tan- chaipzs 

jfir6 chHi 
teach sorvetsnel tiilim kir, dast mulip16 

ousoutsanel dii 

tear (v.) badrrel deryZn,bizdiin-jiql6
din 

telegraph (n.) herrakir teleghriif t6leghriif 
telegraph herrakradoun teleghriif- tel6ghriifkhZna 

office ' , khinah 
telescope herratidag dGrbin dorbina 
tell . . usel, asel gatin, khabar mukhb6r6 

(1z 
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English. Arabic. Persian. 
tenant (n.) ' mustii'jir musta'jir 
tent 

tent -peg 

tent -rope 

than 

thank 


thab (con,.) 
that (prm.) 

thaw (n.) 

thee 


their 

theirs 

them 


then (at that 
time) 

then (after 
that) 

-thence 

there 

there is 


thermometer 

these (pron.) 
they 
thick 

thief 

thimble 

thin 


thine 

chiidir, khgmah khaimeh, 

watad (pl. 
aut iid) 

habl el-chiidir 

min 
sheker, 
yishkur 

ann 
haai ik  (fern. 
ha&ik) 
-dhawabiin 
-ek ( f im. -eki 
or -ech) 

-hum (su$ix) 
miilhum 
-hum (su$ix) 

chiidir 
mikh . 

rasan, taniib 

az 
shukr kardan, 

kun 
ki 
iin 

gudiiz-i-yakh 
tu-rii 

-i-ishin (su$x) 
miil-i-ishan 
ishiin-rii 

ha&iik el-waqt dar 5n waqt 

Turkish. 
qiraji 
chiidir 

chiidir qiizighi 

chiidir ipi 

-dan (sv$x) 
tdshbkkiir 

6tmBk 
ki 
0, 01 

qiirlarin BrimBsi 
sana (dat.), sbni 

(accus.) 
onlarin 
onlarin-ki 
onlara (dat.), 

onlar i (acczcs.) 
01 vaqit 

ondan s6r"lra 

oradan 

orada 

thumma 

min hiniik 

hiniik 
5kii 

miz6n el- 
hariirah 

ha&6l, he1 
hum 
thakhin 

hariimi, 
bawwiiq 

kushtibiin 
raqiq dha'if, 
khahf-

miilek (fern. 
mii!e ki) 

ba'd az 5n 

az inj5 

iinjii 
hast or manjfid var 
ast 

miqyiis-i- miziin-i-
hariirat hariir6t 

inhii bunlar 
ishiin onlar 
kuluft, ambiih qiilin 

(of trees, &c.) 
duzd khirsiz 

angusht iineh yiiksiik 
liighar, nzzik inj6, za'if 
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English. 
tenant (12,) 


tent 


tent -peg 

tent -rope 

than 

thank 


that (conj.) 
that (pron.) 

thaw (n.) 

thee 


their 
theirs 
them 

then (at that 
time) 

then (after 
that) 

thence 

there 
there is 

thermometer 

these (pron.) 
they 
thick 

thief 

thimble 
thin 

thine 

Armenian. 
vartsagal 
man 

vranatsits, 
vrani tsits 

vrani lar 

qan 
shnorhagal 

line1 
the, zi, vor 
at, ayt, ayn 

tsogh 
kez, skez 

anonts 
anontsn 

Kurdish. Syriac. 
kirchi, kirikir ijiiriidar 
miil, kiin, chs- kwina, chiider 
dir 

senk, mikh 

blng, rist 

zh ...l a .  . 
shiker kir 

ki 
av, au 

av buyln 
tii, tii 

-wgn, awiin 
yZwZn 

zanonq'(accus.) -wHn 
anonts (dat.) 

an-aden 

aba, hedo 

andi, ande- 
ghen 

ayn-degh, ant 
!P 

chermachap 

asonq 
anona 
tantzi, khid 

kogh, avazag 

madnots 
nosr, barag 

qougt 

avjsr, w6jiir6 

zhw6dar6, 
zhbra 

audart5, iiora 
haya 

L 


vZn, amZn 
vZn. awZn 
usttr, tir 
(of liquid) 

diz 

kishtablni 
zriiva, larr 

yiita, mZlbta 

&unta 

khaula de- 
kwina 

rnin 
shk6r6, tiinen 
minta 


d-

lwa, 6 


pishriina 
-6kh (fern.-akh) 

-waihi 
diyaihi 
-naihi 

i-ii gah 

biir 

min tiima 

tZma 
it,h 

l n i  
iini 
ghaliz, qishya 
(of liquid) 

ganiiwa 

kishtabsni 
naq iaa ,  ra- 
qiqa 

dybkh 
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English. Arabic. Persian. TurkisJz. 
thing s l l ~  chiz shei 
think ifteker, ynf- pindiishtan, diishiinmhk, 

tekir pindiir zann ktmdk 
thirst (v.) 'atish, ya'tash tishneh shu- siisuz olmaq 

clan, shau 
thirsty 'atshgn tishneh siisuz 
this ht-iaa (Jem. in bii 

h&&i), he1 
thither ila hin5lz t 5  iinjii oraya 
thorn shbk khiir dik6n 

those (pron.) ha~bl i i l c; h i i n ,  znhii onlar 
hac\hik (of 
tjlrin gs) 

thou cnta or inta tii sen 
(fern. enti) 

thread khait (p2. nakh, rishteh iplik 
khuyiit) 

threaten hedded, pu- talidid kardan, tkhdid Qtmhb, 
hedclid kun qorqutmaq 

threshing diis khirman kiibi kharnlan (6t-
mhk) 

throat b l q  galii boghnz 

througli fi, bi- az miyzn-e -clan (sjijTx) 

thunder ra'd, qar5qi' ra'd gok giirlhmdsi 

Thursday Y6m el- Panjshambeh Pkrsh6mb6 
khamL9 

thy -ek (fern. -el;i, 

- or -ecll) 
tick (insect) q,zriid kknd 
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English. .- Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
thing pan, ir tishtak mindi 
think mdadzel, fakkirin mtukhminne 

khorhel 
thirst (v.) dzaravil t ihni or ti, sh616 

bii 
thirsty 
this 

dzaravi 
aYs 

tina, ti 
av, ama 

sehya 
5&i, Bhii 

thither on antr, hon law6dar6 tEma 
thorn poush dbrrik, duiru, kitmii 

kh Zr 
camel-thorn d6rrik, duiru, kitw,?,cl-giimlii 

kh Zr 
those (pron.) adonq, anonq viin Znai 

thou tou tii gyet, iit6 

thread thel, tertzan risi, dezhi, g_dbE&a 
machir 

threaten sbarrnal tahdid kir ewea le  tahdid 

threshing gamnel, tsoren miilish kirin6, 
dzedzel la bidar Gvi- 

tin, daq kirini! 
throat gogort gk i ,  gilii, qur- qai i la  

rig 
through nleg goghmen liniv, zhniv m-g6 

miuse, me-
chen, michot- 
S8V 

thunder vorodoumn dandar, dangi gargimma 
gsmin, h5u 
rataqa 

Thursday Hinkshapti Penjshamb Khamshau-
shslba 

thy , 

tick (insect) tziasdnts 
(michad), 
gene, gana 

IE 11 
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English. Arabic. 
ticket t eskerah 

tidal -dhii medd 

tide medd wa-jizr 

flood tide medd 

ebbtide jizr 

tie (v.) shedd, 
yashidd 

tight mashdfid 

Tigris (R.) Ed-Dijla 

tile (n.) qarmid (flat- 
shaped) 

till hatta 
time waqt ( p l .  

auqiit) 
what time is besh es-&'ah ? 
it ? 

(number n.) marrit, ndbBt 
timid khiiyif, 

kha w~viif 
tired tlacbiin 
tithe (n.) 'oshor ; khu-

mas (3) 
to .ila 

Persian. 
balit, tikat 

siihib-i-madd 
ii jazar 

madd ii jazar 

madd 

jazr 

bastan, band 

sift, tang 

Dijla 

Turkish. 
billet, thsker6 

medd ve 
jeer-den 

siiyun qabar-
masi ve chhkil- 
mesi 

m6dd 

jezr 

baghlamaq 

siqi 

Dijla 

sufiil, qarmid kirbmid, tughla 

tS 
waqt, gih, 
zamiin 

che sii'at ast, 
or sii'at chand 
ast ? 

dafa'iit 
tarsiin, tarsii 

khasteh 
dah-yak 

bi-

-6 -qadar 
vaqit 

sa'at qach dir ? 

di5fCa 
qorqaq 

yorghun 
ondaliq, ushr 

-6, -a (su$x) 
tiitiin 

bii giin 
ayaq ~arrnaghi 
yarin 

tobacco titen tambiikii, 
tutiin 

to-day el-ydm imriiz 
toe usbuc er-ri jl angusht-i-pl 
to-morrow bukrah, biichcr fardii 
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Engliqlz. Armenian. Rurclisl~. Syrinc. 
ticket d0msa.g sanad, billet, bilit 

tikat 
tidal deghadvayin 

yev magn- 
tatsayin 

tide magntatsou-
tiun yev-degh- 
advoutiun 
(flow and ebb) 

flood tide hadjel, partz- madd6 bahr6 
ranal (chour 
dzovi) 

ebb tide nvazil (chour jazr6 bahr6 
dzovi) 

tie (v.) gabel giri kir,sha- QBr6 
dsndin 

tight bind, birg tang haziqa, 

Tigris (R.) Dikris Av6 mazin, 
hezptiqa 

Diglat 
Dijlah 

tile (n.) gghminclr karpbch, hljiir karp6ch 

till minchev hatta, tii hiil 
time zhamanag zamln, wakht zauna 

what time is zhame kani 6 ? chi wakhta ? sii'at k-mii 
it ? ileh ? 

(number, n.) ankamner 5 ,  a gshi 
timid yergchod tersbk, kemdil zad6a 

tired hoknadz masts, miinig jihya
tithe (n.) clasanort deh-dk, 'ushr sirsyii 

t o  arr, i la, -6 ( S U ~ X )  t5,l- (prejx) 
tobacco dzkhakot, tu- tutun tntun 

tun 
to-day aysor avrti, amrb idyb 
toe vodqi mad tel p4 sub6ta d-nqla 
to-morrow vaghn subahi, bniiini sapm 
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English. 
tongue 

to-night 

tonnage 

too (also) 
tool 
tooth 

toothache 
top-boot 
torpedo (n.) 

touch (v.) 

tough 
tow (v.) 

towards 

towe1 

tower 

town 

track 
trade (com- 
merce, n.) 

trader 
train (railway, 
n*)

translate 

translation 

GLOSSARIES O F  Q70R'DS 

Arabic. , Persian. Turkis7i.' 

lisiin (pl. zabiin 
alsinah) 

hel-Elah imshab 

m&mal el- mahmiil 
markab 

aidJan, hum ham 
a h  ( 1 1 iilat 
sinn (pl. asniin dandiin 

dil 

bii gbjQ 

geminin 
, tonhlatasi 

dakhi 
S16t 
dish 

or sintin) 
wajac sinn 
jazmah . 
lughm (yl .  

alghiim) 
mess, yamiss 

qawi 
galas, yaglas 

nahu, ila 

peshkir 

dard-i-dandiin dish-iighrisi 
chakmeh 

dast zadan, 
zan or lams 
kardan, kun 

sift 
kashidan 

sii-yi-

dastmiil . 

chizmi! 
t orpil 

doqunmaq 

shrt, qati 
ch6kmBk 

tarafina (after 
the word) 

hauli, pbshgir 

qulbburj (p2.buriij) burj 
maftiil (Arab 
watch tower) 

beled shahr, qasabeh shbhir 
(small) 

ether, tariq riihcheh 
tajiirah tijgrat ' 

tiijir (pi.tujjgr) tiijir 

yol, iz 
tijarbt, alish- 

vhrisll 
tujjiir 
tr6nqatr, qitiir 

terjam, 
yuterjim 

t,erjumah 

qitiir-e riih-e 
iihan, tiran 

tarjumeh kar- thrjumb 6tmhk 
dan, kun 

t6arjnmeh kCrjl~mi: 
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Englisl~ 
tongue 

to-night 

tonnage 

too (also) 
tool 
tooth 

tootllache 
top-boot 
torpedo (n.) 

touch (v.) 

tough 
tow (v.) 

towards 

towel 

tower 

town 

track 
trade (coin- 

merce, n.) 

As~~lenian. liurclisl~. 
lezou azmln, zw$n 

ays kisher av shavii, am 

SyrLac. 
lishiina 

idlailb 

ham 
Slitta 
kiika 

mar'a d-kika 
chekmb 

gishl6 b- 

sart, qeshya, 

daroghoutiun 
(navi) 

nuynbes 
kortziq 
%dam 

adamnatsav 
yergan goshig 
torpedo 

shoshapel 

tpchil 


gardzr, bind 
ilavaqarshel 

I 

tebi 

srpich, 
yeressrpich 

ashdarag, 
amrots 

Claghaq 

hedq 
va.jaraganou-
tiun 

shlu 

zhi, zi, ham 
iilat 
dudiin 

dard6 dudiiu 

clast girtin 

sart 
gami kishiin- giirish 
din or clar 
iniin 

taraf 6 1-biilad, I-

kafiya, khaoli kaffiyu 

burj biirja 

shahr, b~eha r  m a i t &  

daus daus 
tijlrat, bl-tzir- tljiriithii 
gZni 

tiijir, biizirggn tiijir 
train, piip6r ml-tshinl 

tarjamat kir mtur jimli. 

tarjamah tarjamall 

trader khanoutban 
train (railway, shokegary 
n-1 

translate tarkmanel 

translation tarkmanou-
tiun 
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English. Arabic. 
transport (v.) naqal, yanqal 

travel (v.)  siifar, yusiifir 

traveller musiifir 

treacherous khiiyin 
treaty mu' iillaclall 

tree shejerah (pl. 
shejer) 

trench khandaq (pl. 
khaniidiq) 

tribe qabilah (pl. 
qabiiyil),
'ashirah (pl. 
'ashiiyir) 

tributary (of shiikhah 
stream) 

trigger zaniid 

trot (v.) l ieaeb, 
y e h a e b  

trouble (n.) kedr, kaliifah 

trough (of h6& 
water, n.) 

trousers (Euro- pantalon 
P a n )

(Oriental) sirwiil 

truce huilnah 

truck 'arabah 

true ~ d q ,$ah$ 

Persian. 
haml-u naql 
kardan 

safar kardan 

mussfir 


ghaddiir 

mu' iihada 


dirakht 


gaudiil, 

khandaq 


' 11, qabileh 

Turkish. 
naql 6tmQk 

yoljuluq Qtrniik 

yolju 
\ 

khiiin 
'alid-namk, 

muCah6d6 
aghach 

hbndbq, sip6r 

qabilh, 'ashirQt 

tj11uC ba-ye riid- chai cligkr bir 
khiina cliaia mun-

sabb olan 
pistiinak, tetik 
shait ana k 

luk luk raftan ris gitmQk, 
ilgiir gitm6k 

zallmat zahmQt, siqindi 

Bauz, niiva avlaq 
(better, iibish-
ahur) 

piintiil6n pantalou 

shalviir, turn- shalvar 
ban 

hidnat, tark-i- mut Qr Ckh 
aslihah 

'arabiyeh vagon 

riist g6rc h6k, 
doghru, sahih 
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English. Armenian. I<urclish. Syriac. 
transport (u.) ourish degh naql kirin, liibil 

danil ham1 kirin, 
birrin 

travel (v.) jamportel safar kirin, 'iiwid szpiir 
garrignin 

traveller jamport reni, rewanchi, iirkhiichi 
rbbuiir 

treacherous nengavor ghaddiir, khiiin ghaddiir, khiiin 
treaty tashnakroutiun 'ahdl sharat niimz, 

tree dzarr diir Iiina 

trench khram khandiiq 

tribe. tsegh, dohm 'ashiret, miil 'ashirah 

tributary (of hargadou ked riiblr . hiichii 
stream) 

trigger tzkan piiya, chaq- uqlii d-topang 
maq 

trot (v.) suyr, yerakn- luk 16k ch6 1nluqliql6 
thats 

trouble (n.) vishd, hok, ziimat, peri- ziilimat 
neghoutiun shgni, tikil, 

budi ik  
trough (of gour, ourt . sangiiv 'sgiinii 

water, n.) 

trousers (Euro- antravardiq, paiitslti~~, pantiil
' pantalon ' shall 

(Oriental) vardiq dsrpb, shall, shalwiir 
peslimii 

truce zinatatar haviiliy6 ithiiya li-khfia, 
-dh6 

truck pats perrna- 
garrg, say1 

true irav, jshmarid, rifist, drest, haq, sarsst,. 
oughigh sarast triisii 
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English. 

try 

Tuesday 

tug (boat) 

tunnel (n.) 

turban 

Turk 

Turkey 

turn back 

turret 
unbeliever 

uncertain 

u~icivilized 

unconscious 

uncultivated 
under 

understand 

under way 

GLOSSARIES OF WORDS 

Arabic. I'ers iun. 
jarrab, yujar- kiishidan,
rib kiish 

Y6ni eth- Sehshanibeh 
thaliithii 

markab jarriir jahiiz-kash 

Turkish. 

chalishmaq

(endeavour) ; 
tbjrib6 6tmQk 
(experiment) 

SQli-giinii 

remorqueur, 
chatana 

sirb (pl .  esriib) naqb-e rill-e tun61 
iihan (a rail- 
way tunnel) 

imiima sariq . 

Turk, 'Osmini 'Osmiinli, Tiirk 

Riim, KhZk-i- MQmiilik-i- 
'Osmiini 'osmiiniy6, 

leffah, ' imk  
mah 

'Osmanli 

Turkiyii 

raja', yirja' bar gardidan, 
gard 

Turkiya 
gbri diinniQk 

top qulbsi 
giaur, dinsiz 

shubhbli 

niCdbniy6tsiz 

baighin, bekhiid 
(insensible ; 
khab6ri olma- 
yan (unaware) 
cllollik 
altinda 

adamaq 

harQkbtd6 
- olan (gQmi) 

burj (pl. buriij) kungweh 
kiifir (non- 

Moslem) 
mashkiik 

nlii mutenied- 
den, wahshi 

mii yahiss 

khariib 
jGa, taht 

fehem, yifham 

musifir 

kiifir 

mashkiik 

vahshi 

bi-hiis11 

bi-ii bZn 
zir 

fahmidan, 
fahm * 

rawiineh 

undressoneself neza' hudiim, rakht kandan, soyunmaq 
yinza' hudfim kan or lukht 

shudan shau 
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English. 
t ry  

Tuesday 

tug (boat) 

tullnel (12.) 

turban . 

Turk 

Turkey 

turn back: 

turret 
unbeliever 

uncertain 

uncivilized 

unconscious 

inc cultivated 
under 

understand 

under way 

Amzenian. 
chanal 

Yereqshapti 

qashogh nav, 
navat zik 

sdorergria-
antsq 

pat dots 

Tourq 

Tour qia 

hed tarnal 

bourg 
anhavacl . 

anorosh 

angirt 

anked, ouslra- 
knats 

anmshag 
nerqev, dag 

hasganal . 
i sharzhman, 
yertalou vra 

Kurdish. 

tajrib kir 

Shshalub 

Ziu11ii chiii 

kuliiv, kijpin 

Turki,'Os-
manli 

Turkiya 

zevirrin, ma- 
garriiin 

burj 
kiifir 

Sgriac. 
nljuribl6 

TlZthaushiibs 

kiE11 

sliuml~, 
piishiy jrl?. 

Osmiinli 

Turkiya 

d'hr6 1-buthrs 

burja 
kiipiirii . 

na-ma' lfim, b6- 15 khiitirjaln 
haqiqat 

timaddunsiz bi terbiyat 

bbhish fqida heshsh6 

bizhiGr, bizhiin biirii 
bindii, zhir khatlled .. . , 

elthkh 
fahm kir fhimlh mpaimi 

rnusgflr musiifir, 
pashiita 

undress oneself hanvil, mer- jul dar iniin shlekhlh jull6 
ganal 
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English. Arabic. 
unexpected mii muntagar 

uniform kiswah 'askari- 
(soldier's) yah 

unjust -dhiilim 

unkind mii latif, qzsi 

unload c. nafadh, yan- 
fa& 

unlucky inash'iiin 

unpleasant' rnii latif 

unripe a k h a a r  

unsafe mukhtir 

unshod Fiifi 

unsuitable rnii muwiifiq 

untrue mu sah*, 
ki&b 

up (of motion) ila f6q 

upon 'ala 
urgent -dhariiri 

urine b61 
US -na (suflx) 

use (v.) ista'mal, yas- 
ttt'mil 

Persian. Turkish. 

niigahiin umiilmamish 


rakht-i-niziimi uniforma, 
forma 

bi-ingiif, ziilim, 
sitamkiir insiifsiz 

nii-mehrbgu mhrham8tsiz, 
jhfakiar 

kliiili kardan, boshaltmaq 

or biir piiyin 

avardan 


bad-bakht bakhtsiz, 

zhvali 


niipasand nakhosh 


nii-rasida olmamush 

nii-amn thhli khli 

pii-barahna, na'alsiz 

bi-nac 1 


nii-muwiifiq yaramaz, 
muniisebetsiz 

'duriigh (lie) yaliin (lie) ; 
doghru dhyil 

bgliz yuqaria, yu-
qarida 

zariiri ; fauri 'mustac j6l 
(sudden) 


shiish sidik 

miirii biz6 (dat.), 


bizi (accus.) 
isticmiil bar- qullanmaq 

dan, kun or 

bikiir burdan, 

bar, 
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Englisl!. Armenian. Kurdish. Syr iac. 
unexpected ansbaseli lanishkiwii, d-la idhatha or 

zhghaflb intiziir ghafla- 
tan 

uniform hamazkesd jul, kenj j6116 
(soldier's) 

unjust anartar ziilim, be-insiif, ~iilim, b6-insiif 
bedid 

unkind ankout, dmarti, bbrahmat, b6- bi ralthmi 
goshi; muriiwat 

unload (pere)barbel biir dainiln mriip8 tiinii 

unlucky anpakht bbrisq, bB- d-la risq 
bakht 

unpleasant anhajo, niikhwosh niikhwosh, d-la 
lutf 

unripe dhas, khag na-chbbia, na- kiil 
gehia, na- 
gaishti , 

unsafe aiiabahov b6-amiin, nI-saliimgt 
mukhtir, 
daraki 

unshod anbayd pai-riit, pai- d-1; s6li 
tiizi, pai- 
khlos, pai-
luit . 

unsuitable anharmar lak-liiyeq, 15 
muniisib 

untrue anjist iirast, daggiila, diigla 
niidrest 

up (of motion) ver zh6r, bar, ha1 I-'ulul 

upon vra 'a1 
urgent garevor, sdi- Iiizirn, wiijib liizim, band 

boghagan 

urine mez, sherr miz, rnis jiiri, tin6 

us mez (dat.) -ma (su$x) -an (st@$) 


smez (UCCUS.) 

use (v.) kordzadzel isti'miil kir mustu'mill6 


mpiilikh 
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Engl is7b. Arabic. Persian. T,UYX;is7t. 
useful mufid 11%f ii'ideh, siid- f ii'id6li 

lnand 
useless bila f iiyiciah bi-fii'ideh fii'id6-six, bosh, 

yaramaz 
usually . 'iidat an 'idatan 'i'idetizn, 

Qksbriya 
vain riis kabir bihiida ;kliud- rnaghrur 

(proud);bi-lii pasand (proud) ; 
f iiyidah (fu- 
tile) 

(proud) bosh (futile) 

vain, in 'abathan 'abath niifil6, biliiid6 

valley wiidi arreh dkri: 
valuable thamin qimatdiir qimbtli 
vanguard rawid, iliuyacl- qarzvul, taliiya muqadclilli6t 

damah 
veal lahm 'ijl giisht-i- dana &ti 

giisiiIeh 
vegetables khaarawi t  sabzi s6bz6viit 
veil (for piishi, pardall riibanci yaslilnay 
women, n.) 

vengeance thii'r intiqim intiqhn 
verandah tiirmah aiviin, bar- ustu qayali 

iimada balcl6n 
verbally shifiihan zabiini shifiihan 

vermin qaml (lice) kirm (worms) ; k6hlh-pirh-
hashariit ma qul6si 

very kathir, kiillish bisyiir pbk, choq 
victory ghalbah, nwrah fath, ghalabeh nusrbt, ghal6b6 

vict ualv af 'ima h khurdani, y6y6j6k ich6-
iiziiqah j6k 

view (v.) inanaar  (of manzar, nazaret 
scenery) ; riii, chashm-andsz 
fikr (opinion) 

village jamii'ah (of deh (of huts); koi, qiirid 
huts) ; qar- kapportia-ye 
yah (pl. qura) mu'askar 

vine (grape,n.) tisliiqah angir asma 
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EnglisJb. 
useful 

useless 

usuaIIy 

vain 

vain, in 

valley 
valuable 
vanguard 

veal 

vegetables 
veil (for 

women, n.) 
vengeance 
verandah 

verbally 

vermin 

very 
victory 

victuals 

view (v.) 

village 

GLOSSARIES OF WORIDS % 

Arsnenian, IiurrlisA. Syriac. 
okdagar mufid, b'ish miri paid5 

anokoud nimufid, b6ish d-la manfa'ah 

sovorapar 'iidat an 'idatan 

zour, vochinch, bztil? bd-fii'ida ESfilii 
barab 

i zour ' 

hovid 
knahadeli 
arrachabahq 

horti mis 

ganacheghen 
dzadzgots 

vrezh 
jemelik 

pernatsi 

karshadjdji 

shad, huyzh 
haghtoutiun 

baren, bashar 

yerevoyt, de- 
saran 

'abathan, mi- 'abath, b-gii 
nasiz baf iliit ha 

d61, nuhil widi, ra'6la 
thamin, bahdi m5ri fima 
paishe 'askare 

g6sht6 gu6rik bisra d-sharkha 
or gih 

zarziiwiit 
iziir 

t61, intiqiim 
diwiin, qirish 

daviidav, 
zhdav 

kirm, kurum 

galak, per 
bezand, ber, 

ghalabii 
zakhira, 
khwirin 

zarziiwiit 
chudrii, cher- 
shbwi 

t6l 
BwEn 

b-kemma 

righj5 

riib5 
ghalaba 

zakhira, ikhiila 

manzar, chiv- khz6tii 
bina 

kiogh, shen (of gund, gundik, miit i. 
hut,s) avan iivahi (of 

huts) ;d i k a p  
vine (gmpe, n.) vort raz, dsritiri, giptii 

miv 
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English. Arabic. Persian. 
violent shadid, khiirij sakht, tund 

visit (n.) ziyiirah ziyiirat 
visit (v.) ziir, yaziir ziyiirat bar- 

dan, kun 
visitor khattir (s. and mehmiin 

PZ* 1 
voice sawt (pl. agwit) Ewiiz 

Turkish. 
shiddhtli 

ziyiiret 
ziyiirht htmhk 

musafir 

ses 
yayilim 
giiiiiillii 'askbr 

d6niz s8f8ri 

sii-da yiiriimhk 

giindhlik 
5iliq 

bhl 
bhklemhk 

oyandirmaq 

oyanmaq 

volley (n.) ramyah 
volunteer mutatawwac 

shalik 
dau-talab 

safar-i-daryii 

dar iib riih 
raftan, rau 

riiziina 
miihiyiina 

kamar 
miindan, min 

(soldier, a,) 

voyage 

wade 

wage (daily) 
, (monthly) 

waist 
wait 

wake (trans.) 

wake up 
(intrans.) 

walk (v.) 

wall 

sefer el-bahr 

khii&, 
yakhiia 

y6miyah 
shahriyah 

hizim 
istanaar,  
yast a n a i r  

ga"ad, y n g ' i d  b i d  kardan, 
kun 

bidiir shudan, 
shau 

bass, yahiss 

mesha, yim- 
s hi 

hiiyit (p l .  
hit En) 

riih raftan, gQzmgk, yayan 
rau or gardish gitmhk 
kardan, kun 

diwiir duwiir 

wanting (miss- niiqis 
ing) 

mar harb, muhlra- jang harb, 
bah 

warehouse (n.) 'ambiir (pl.
'aniibis) 

warm hzrr; diifi 
(moderately) 

muhiirhbh 
amb5r-e maghaza 
amti'a 

garm sijaq 
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English. 
violent 

visit (n.) 
visit (v.) 

visitor 

voice ' 

volley (n.) . 
volunteer 
(soldier, n.) 

voyage 

wade 

wage (daily) 
(monthly) 

waist 
wait 

make (trans.) 

wake up -
(intram.) 

walk (v.) 

Armenian. 
- pourrn, sasdig 

aytseloutiun 
aytselel 

hyour, aytse- 
lou 

tzayn 
hratzkoutiun 
gamavor (zin- 

vor) 

dzovaknatsou-
tiun, dzov- 
antsq 

antsnel (ked, 
chour) 

oragan (vartz), 
amsagan 

(vartz) 
mechq 
sbasel 

zartetsnel, 
artntsnel 

zartnoul, 
artnnal 

qalel 

wall - bad (of a house 
or garden) 

wanting (miss- bagas 
ing) 

war baderazm 

warehouse (n.) mteranots 

warm daq, jerm 

Kurdish. Syriac. 
tizh, mazin zarbiina, zakh- 

ma 
zy iirat ziiira, fqiida 
zyiirat kir fqedl6 

zii'ir, mehwiin, iirkhii 
mhviin 

d g ~ g
shellk 
'askar bekh-

miistin15 or 
bdilk 

safar 

dar iiv ch6 

baq, muzd 
hiiiv, haq6 
hiiiva 

pisht 
intiziir kir, 
chiiv- kir 

hishiir kir 

hish6r bii 

pi5 ch6n, bza- 
&mi ch6n 

diwiir 

sharr, jeng 

qiila 

b-riziiyb, d6tii- 
liib 

safar 

khialh 

hiiqii d-y6mii 
miimiijib d-yer- 

khii 
niivtanga 
khmellh, 
hmellb 

muqimlb min 
shintha 

qiml6 min 
shint ha 

rkhishlb 

giida 

sharrb 

'anbiir, makh- umbiirkhing 
zan 

garm khamima 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
warn khattar, yu- iigiihi diidan, ikhtiir QtmBk, 

khattir deh khaber v6rm6k 
wash (trans.) ghassal, yu- shustan, shui yiqamaq 

ghassil 
wash oneself ightasal, khudrl yiqanmaq 

yaghtasil shustan, shui 
wasp zambiir (pl. zambir or 6sh6k arisi 

zaniibir) zambfir-e khar 
waste (trans.) &ayyac, zlyic kardan, isriif 6tm6k 

yu&ayyic or kun 
etlef, yutlif 

lay waste (a)kharrab, yuk- khariib kardan kharab 6tm6k 
harrib 

watch (v.) haras, yahrus nigiih diishtan, gozlBm6k, + 

or natar, diir b6kjilik 6tm6k 
yantur 

watch (n.) sl'ah sii'at sii'at 
watch (on ship) naubah naubat varda 

watchman nobgchi didabiin nobhtji, bekji 

water moi iib sii 
water-bottle matriyah shishe-yi-iib mastara 

(military) -
water-carrier saqql saqqii saqqii, siiji 
water-closet edebkliiinali khalii abd6st'-khZn6 
water-skin garbah , mashk sii tulumu 

water-wheel ng'iir diiliib dolab 
(for irrigation) 

wave (n.) m6j (pl. am- mauj dalghrt 
wiij) 

we ehna or ihna m l  biz 
weak -dha'if za'if quvvbtsiz 

za'if 
wealthy xengin ; gliani clnulatlmand zengin, pamli 

(p l .  agllniyii) or  mntnmnrvil 



497 GLOSSARIES O F  WORDS 

English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
warn zkoushatsnel inziir or kha- mukhb6r6 

bar, dii 
wash (trans.) lval shshtin, shii- mkhulill6 

tin, bliiva kir 
wash oneself lvatsvil 

wasp bidzag muzizar, sir&- zerqitii 
miiz 

waste (trans.) sbarrel, hind5 kir, msuk6r6, 
pchatsnel ziiyi' kir mburbizl6 

lay waste (v.) averag anel khariib kirin, diish 

kambiib 

kirin 


watch (v.) hsgel iigiih bii nt6rb 

watch (n.) zhamatsuyts sii'at siicah 
watch (on ship) ted, hsgoghou- naubat nauba 

tiun 
watchman bahaban, naubachi, 

kisherabah didawiin, 
piiswiin 

water chour Zv,Gu 
water-bottle srvag, chri 

shish 
water-carrier chrqir saqqz, iivdiri 
water-closet ardaqnots adabkhgns 
water-skin chri dig, mashk, xiqqa 

chradig jawiina 
water-wheel vorokoumi nil' 61. diiIZb5 

(for irrigation) aniv (chro) 
wave (n.) aliq gandapkllC 

we menq mii akhni, akhnan 
weak dgar, thuyl bhwaj, zabiin, za'if, &ila 

sis 
wealthy harousd diiulatmand, d6latmand 

zengin,tk_hir6-
miil, danlo-
mand 

M=S z 1 i 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
weapon siliih (pl. esli- siliih silah 

hah)
wear (dress) lebes, yilbas piishidan, , geimhk 

piish 
weather hawa hawii havii 
wedge gina h mikh qamii 
Wednesday Y6m el- Chahiirsham- Charshamba 

arba'ii beh 
week isbii' (p l .  hafteh hafta 

asiibi') 
weigh (trans.) wazan, yozin sanjidan, sanj tartmaq 
weight wazn sang, wazn aghirliq 

well (healthy) muta't?fi, khiib eyi, sagh 
kEfuh zEn 

well (n.) bir (pZ. abyiir) chiih qiiyii 
well (Persian- nii'iir sii dolBbi 
wheel) 

well-known mashhiir mashhiir mhshhiir 

west gharb maghrib giin batisi, 
gharb , 

western ghnrbi maghribi gharbi 
~ c t  mubellel (of yashli (day) ;(adj.) tar, namniik 

thing) ; nbmli, isliin- 
mumtir, matri mish (thing) 

(of day) 
mii iincheh (that n6 

which) 
shinii, shl6n, cheh ? n6 ? 

Esh ? 
wheat hantah gandum boghdayi 
wheel charkh charkh t6k6rlik 
when (aclv.) lemma chiin, waqti nh-z6miin 

keh 
when ? meta or yimta? kai ? n6 vaqit ? 
whence min En az kujii nhr6d6n 
whenever yimtam,?, har giih her n6 vaqit 
where wEn, En k1ljii nhr6dh (in) ; 

nhr6y6 (to) 
wherever wi;nma hnr kujii ll6r nkrJd6 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
weapon zenq chakk, siliil?. chakii 

wear (dress) haknel libiis or bar, lweshl6 
kir 

weather ot, yeghanag hawl, riijgiir paukha 
wedge seb, kam sepphna 
Wednesday Choreqshapti Chiirshnmb Arbaushiiba 

week shapat hafta shabtha 

weigh (trans.) gshrrel piviin, kishiin tqill6 
weight gshirr, dzan- kish, giriini tuqla 

routiun 
well (healthy) lav, agheg siikh siikh 

well (n.) hor bir, kiini b6ra 
well (Persian- chrhori aniv 
wheel) 

well-known qajadzanot, rnashhfir id&iCa, mashhiir 
anvani 

west arevmoltdq maghrib, rujii- ma'rwa, @arb 
wBi 

western arevmdian 
wet (ndj.) thats, shil, tarr talila, tnlla 

thrchvadz 

~vh,zt inch tesht mii, mindi 

what ? inch '! chi ? mahii ? mii ? 

wheat tsoren ganim khettB 
wheel aniv ' d6liib 
when (adv.) Y-P waki iman 

when ? yerp ? kengi ? iman ? 
whence ousdi lakii, zhekii min aika 
whenever yerp-ev-itse bar jiir bull gaha d-
where our aika 

wherever our yev itse hajl aika d . .  . 
I i :J 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkislz. 
whether. ..or i&a . . . yb or bhiih . . .khiih yii ...yiikhod 

au 
which ? 6, y.5; yiihii ? kudiim ? hangi ? 

(wzthout noun) 
whip (n.) qiimchi tiiziyiineh, qamchi 

shalliiq 
whirlpool khbra girdiib girdab 

white abya.& sa.fid bbyiiz, Z q  
whither li-wEn bi kujii n6rey6 
who, which elledhi, elli keh ki 
who ? men ? keh ? kim ? 
whole (adj.) tammiim, kull eiilim, tamiim bitun, h6pisi 

(all)
whose ? miil men ? mGI-e ki ? kimii? ? 
why lash ch i6  nichun 
wicked sharir, shetiin sharir f 6na 

wide ' a r i a  ' pahn 4nish 
widow armslah (p l .  biveh-zan d"ii1 

arGmil) 
wife zbjah ; harmall zan, zanjeh qiiri, harem 

(Arab) 
wild wahshi ; barri biyiibiini, yabiin 

(of fruit) wahsl~i 
willing rS&i riizi giiniillii 

win gha'lab, yagh- ghglib shudan, qazanmaq 
lib (over- shau 
come) ; hassal, 
yuhassil (gain) 

wind (n.) ha wa b5d riizgyiir 
wind (v.) dawwar, yn- pichirlan, pich, q5maq 

dawwir kiik kardan, 
bun (a watch) 

window shubbiik daricheh, phnjhre 
rauzan 

windy bi-hawa biidi riizkiiirli, yklli 

mine sharGb khamr, mai sheriib 
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English. Arrttenk~. Kurdish. Syriac. 
whether. ..or artioq yan .,.yan 

which ? vore ? ' chi, kizhiin ? Qni? 

whip (n.) kharazan qiimchi qiimchi 

whirlpool hortzanq, garr, garriiv girdiib 
chrerou bdoyd 

white sbidag spi, baz khwiira 
whither our lacard&ki laika d- 
who, which ov, vor ki d- ( P ~ & x )  
who ? ov ? k i ?  mani ? 
whole (adj.) polor, ampoghj siikhlam, siilim siighlam, salim 

1 

whose ? voroun ? ye ki ? d-miini ? 

why inchou b6chi, chirii qiimiidi 

wicked char bizha, gunah- bishii 


kiir, mufsid 

wide layn pehn, ferrah pethya, wasi' 

widow ayri gin, ayri zhiniibi, b6m6r arrniltha 


mife gln zhin . bakht'a 

wild vayreni kiivi, diiba barbriiya 

willing hozharagam muti', dvbt muti', kba'b, 
kib6 

win haghtel ghiilib bii, ghlibl6 
birrin 

wind (12.) qami bl,  wii paukha 
wind (v.) volorel, pichiindin, rnukh&Qrh 

bdoudagel pichin 

window badouhan, shabbiika, shabbiika 
lousamoud penjara 

windy hoghmalits, 
qamiod 

wine kini miii, shariib khamra 
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English. 
wing , . 

winter 
wire 

wireless 
.telegraphy 
wise 

wish (v.) 

with (instru- 
mental) 

with (accom-
panying)

withdrawal 
(military) 

Arabic. 
janiih 

shitii 
tGl hadid 

telegriif bi-1% 
tB1 

'iiqil, fah-m 

riid, yarid 

bi-

ma'a, wiyii 

insihiib 

without (prep.) min-diin, bi- 

Persian. 
par, biii 

zamistiin 
sim 

telegriif -i-bi- 
sim 

q i l  d 

I1tcrEish. 
qanat ; j6niib 

(of army) 
qish 
t61 

t6lsiz t616-
graf

'aqlli 

khiistan, khiih ist6m6k 

bii -a6 ( s u ~ ~ x )  

ba f i Q  b6riibhr 

takhliya, biiz- uzl6t 
gasht, aqab 
nishastan 

bi-, bidiin-i- 

shiihid 

gurg 

-siz (sufix) 

shiihid 

qw 

khanum (lady), 
qadin, qiiri 

odun 
ormiin 

odun 

yunlu 
soz 

ish 

ishl6nz8k3 chtt- 

diin, bi-15 (beli) 
shiihid ( p l .  
shuhiid) 
-dhi'b (pi. 
dhiyiib) 

witness (n.) 

wolf 

woman 

wood (fuel) 
wood (forest) 

wood 
(material) 

woollen 
word 

work (n.) 

hzmah,  marah zan 
(pl. niswiin) 

hatab 
ghiibah, z6r 

khashab 

min siif 
kalimah(p1. 

kalimiit) 
shughl 

hizam 
bisheh 

pashmin 
kalillleh ' 

kiir 
1 

kiir kardan, 
kun 

work (ilrtra~~s.) ishtaghal, 
yashtaghil 

world dunya 
worse, worst adwan, el- 

ttd~van; a'tal, 
el-a'tal 

lishmaq 
dunyii dunya 
badtar, daha fbna, 

badtariu 611 f61la 
s 
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English. Armenian. 
wing tev 

winter tzmer 
wire medaghatel, 

herrakir 
wireless ante1 herrakir 
telegraphy 

wise imastoun, 
khelatsi 

wish (v.) - tsangal 

with (instru- (not in use 
mental) separately) 

with (accom-, hed 
panying)

withdrawal yed qashvil, 
(military) nahancliel 

without (prep.) arrantz 

witness (n.) 	 vga 

wolf 	 ka yl 

woman p i g ,  digin 
(lady

wood (fuel) payd 
mood (forest) andaar 

woollen prteghe,n 
word parr, khosq 

work (n. ) kordz, 
sbaghoum 

work (intrans.) ashkhadel 
kortsel 

world ashkhar 
worse, worst aveli kesh, 

amenakesh 
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Kurdish. Syriac. 
biil, biisk parra 

zewestiin 	 sitwa 
t61 

khwiizin, ma- 
riim kir 

bii 

gal, lagal 

p6sh-piish 
chijin, bar-
sp5sh chijin 

b6 	 d-la, b6 

shiihid 	 sahda 

gurg 	 d6wa 

zhin 	 bakhta 

diir qais6 
ghiibah, ghiiba, kiawiga 
hawigah 

zhheri min amra 
gijta, sijz, ziir tanaitha, 

khabra r 
shiil, s h u a u l  piilkhiins 

shiil kir, kgr 	 plikhlh 
kir 

dunyii, 'darn 'alma, dunye 
kharibter besh khariiba 
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English. Arabic. Persian. Turkish. 
worth (be) saws, yiswa arzidan, arz qimhti (its 

worth is . . .) 
wound (v.) jarrah, ~u ja r r ih  zakhm kardan, yaralamaq 

kun 
wound (n.) jurh (pl. juri*) zakhm yara 
wound-dresser rabbgt, jurfih marham guziir timarji 

wounded m a j r ~  zakhm yaralanmish 
khurdeh 

wreck (n.) markab mad- kashti-yi- gharq 
miir, batiim shikasteh 

wreckage damtir khurdahii-9- qirinti, 
kashti khartibh 

wrist (n.) khusr much bilhk 

write keteb, yiktub navishtan, yazmaq 
navk 


I write iktub ' mi-navisam yazarim 

thou writest t ikt~rb mi-navisi yazarsin 

he writes yiktub mi-navisad yazar 

we write niktub mi-navisim yazariz 

you write tiktubiin mi-navjsid yazarsiniz 


, they write yiktubifn mi-navisand yazarlar 
I shall write iktub khiiham yazajaghm 

navisht 
thou wilt biktub khiihi navisht yazajaqsin 
write 

he will write yiktub khiihad Yazalaq
navisht 

we shall write niktub khiihim yazajaghiz 
navisht 

you will write tiktubiin khiihid yazajaqsiniz 
navisht 

they will yiktubiin khghand yaza jaqlar 
write navisht 


I wrote ana ketiibet navishtam yazdim 

thou wrotest inta ketiibet navishti yazdin 

he wrote hiia khteb navisht yazdi 

she wrote hiya kbtebet navisht - yazdi 
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English. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
worth (be) arzhel hizhiiin biiwb 

wound (v.)  viravorel brindiir kir jrw6 . 

wound (n.) verq brin jurha 
wound-dresser verq ga,bogh, jarriib, hakim jarriiha, hakim 

viratarman 
wounded viravor. brindiir jr$aI 

wreck (n.) navapegoutiun 

wreckage pegorq (nava- 
pegoutiau) 

wrist (n.) tasdag zand bilsg 

write krel newisin kthiilb 

I write yes g'krenl az niwisim kathwen 

thou writest tou g'kres t u  niwisi kathwet 

he writes an g'kre au niwisa kiithfi 

we write menq g'kronq am niwisin kathwikh 

you write touq g'heq hiirnniwisin kathwiitii 

they write anonq g'kren w5n niwisin kathwi 

I shall mite yes bidi krem az d6niwisim bedkathwen 


thou wilt tou bidi kres tu  dbniwisi bedkathwet 

write 


he nil1 write an bidi kre au dbniwisa bedkzthii 


we shall write lnenq bidi am dbniwisin bedkathwiikh 
krenq 

you will write touq bidi hiin dbniwisin bedkathwfitii 
kreq 

they will anonq bidi wiin dbniwi- bedkathwi 
write kren sin 


I wrote yes kretsi az niwistim kthiili 

thou wrotest tou kretsir t u  niwisti kthiil6kh 

be wrote an krets au niwist kthiilb 

she wrote ne krets au niwist kthiils 


I 

The verbs can be used without tho pronouns yes, tou, an, menq, 
tow,ano?rp. 
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English. 
we wrote , 

you wrote 
they mote 
I do not writc 
he does not 
write 

we do not 
write 

you do not 
write 

they do not 
write 

do you write ? 

wrong (adj.) 

yacht 

Arabic. 
$na ketebna 

intu ketabtum 
hum k8tebfi 
mii iktub 
mii yiktub 

mii niktub 

mii tiktubfin 

mii yiktubiin 

tiktu biin ? 

mii sabi?-i, 
khatiyah (sin) 

yakht (pl. 
yukhiit) 

yard (measure) @rS' 

Persian. 

navishtim 


navishtid 
navishtand 
nami-navisam 
nami-navisad 

nami-navisim 

nami-navisid 

na,mi-navi-
sand 

nG-navisid ? 

ghalati 

gaz 

siil, saneh 

zard 
bali 
dir iiz 
haniiz, 
bii wujiid 

Turkish. 

yazdiq 


yazdi~iz 

yazdilar 

yazmam 

yazmaz 


yazmaiz 

yazmasiniz 

yazmazlar 

yazar-misiniz? 

doghru d6yll 

yGt, sir ghmisi, 
thnhzzuh 
vaporu 

arshin, y k d a  

a6n6 

sari 
QvvBt; 
diin 
dahii 
mac-mS-fill 
yinQ 

siz 

g!?j
sizin 

sizin-ki 

year 

yellow 
Yes 
yesterday 
yet (of time) 
(neverthe-
less) 

you (plur.) 

yours 
yourself 

zinc (n.) 
zone (of fire) 

senah (pl .  
sinin) 

agfar 
na'am, belli 
embiirha 
ba'd 
mac hiidha 

entum; (-kumshumii 
after prep. or 
verb) 

shiibb 
-kum (sufix) 

miilkurn, 
nefsek 

tiityii, zink 
inintaqall 

jamiin
-i-shuml, 

-atiin (su$x) 
miil-i-shnmZ 
khud-e shumii kendiii . 

'iih or tiitiyii ttutya 
iuintaqah 1nintaq3 
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Bnglisil. Armenian. Kurdish. Syriac. 
we wrote menq h e - am niwistin kthiilan 

tsinq 
you wrote touq kretsiq hiin niwistin kthiilaukhu 
they wrote anonqhretsin wgn niwistin kthiiIai 
I do not write yes chem krer az nii nimisim lak-kathwen 
he does not an, chkrer au nii niwisa lak-kgthii 

write 
we do not rneng che'nq am nii niwisin lak-kathwbkh 
write krer 

you do not touq ch'eq hen nii niwi- lak-kathmiitii 
mi te  h e r  sin 

they do not anonq ch'en wiin nii nimi- lak-kathwi 
mite h e r  sin 

do you write ? touq g'kreq hiin niwisin ? gallo kath-
artioq ? wiitii ? 

wrong (adj.) skhal khalat, nii ta- ghelta 
miim 

yacht zpo<~ a n a v  

yard (measure) yarda, kan- gaz dra'a 
koun 

year dari siil shiita 

yellow ganach zar sha'iitha 
Yes ayo harB, balB Ilk,  bal6 
yesterday yereg duhi, dwaikb timmal 
yet (of time) terr, dagavin hBzh, hizhi hBsh 

(neverthe- sagayn yev bvalau 'immed ii&i 
less) aynbes 

you (plur.) touy hiin akhtun 

Young yeridasart jumiin jwanqa 
your tzer ' -wii (su$x) khu (su@x) 

yours tzern, tzerinn mGl6w5 diyaukhii 
yourself touy inqnit, tii bikhwa giiniikh 

touq tzezi d 

zinc (n.) zing tiityii, qalii tiityii 
zone (of fire) shlachan, liodi 'ard6 sharri: diiktha d-sharrC 



NUMERALS 


English. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

Arabic. 
wiibid 
ithnen 
thalitah 
arbacah 
khamsah 
sittah 
seb'ah 
thamiiniyah 
tis'ah 
'asherah 
ida 'Zsh 
ithnii 'iish 
thaliithat 

'iish 
arba'at 
'Zsh 

khamsat 
'iish 

sitt 'ash 
seb'at 'ash 
thamiinat 'ash 
tis'at 'Bsh 
'ashrin 
wiihid wa- 
'ashrin 

thaliithin 
arba'in 
khamsin 
sittin 
seb'in . 
thamiinin 
tis'in 
mi'ah 
mi'ah wa- . 
wiihid 

mi'ah wa- 
'asherah 

mi'ah wa- 
ida 'Ssh 

mi'ah wa- 
'ashrin 

Persian. 
yak
dii 
seh 
chahiir 

shish 
haft 
hasht 
nuh 
dah 
yiizdeh 
duwiizdeh 
sizdeh 

piinzdeh 

s htnzdeh 
hif deh 
hizhdeh 
niizdeh 
bist 
bist-ii-y ak 

si 
chihil 
panjiih 
shast 
haft iid 
hashtiid 
nawad 
gad 
sad-ii-yak 

sad-ii-dah 

sad-ii-yiizdeh 

sad-ii-bist 

Turkish. 
bir 
iki 
iich 
d0rt 
bksh 
alti 
ykdi 
skkiz 
doquz 
on 
on-bir 
on-iki 
on-uch 

on-dort 

on-bdsh 

on-alti 
on-ykdi 
on-skkiz 
on-doquz 
yirmi 
yirmi-bir 

otuz 
s i r s  
klli 
altmish 
yktmish 
s6kskn 
doqsan 
yuz 
yuz-bir 

yuz-on-bir 

yuz-yirmi 



NUMERALS 


English. 
1 
2 
3 
4 

5 
6 
7 

8 
9 
10 

11 

12 

13 


Armenian. 
meg 
yergou 
yereq
chors 
hink 
vets 
yet
out 
inn 
dasn 
dasnmeg 
dasnyergou 
dasnyereq 

dasnchors 

dasnhink 

dasnvets 
dasnyot 
dasnout 
dasninn 
qsan 
qsanmeg 

yeresoun 
qarasoun 
hisoun 
vatsoun 
yotanasoun 
outsoun 
innsoun 
hariur 
hariur meg 

hariur dasn 

hariur dasn- 
meg 

hariur qsari 

Kurdish. 
yak, 6k 
dii, duiin 
s6, siiin 
chiir, chwiir 
penj
shash 
haft 
hasht 
nah 
dah 
yiizdii . 
dwiizdii 
saizdii 

chiirdii 

piizdii 

. shiizdii 
hiivdii 
hiishdii 
nozdii 
bist 
bist iyak 

s6h 
chel 
penji 
shest 
heft?, haft5 
hashtii 
n6t, n6t 
sad 
sad iyak 

sad iidah 

sad fiy5zdii 

sad iibist 

Syriac. 
kh5 
trai 
tliitha 
arba' 
khamsha 
ishta 
shauca 
tmanya 
tesh'a 
'isra 
khadksar 
traisar 
teltiisar 

khamshiisar 

ishtiisar 
ishwzsar 
tm5n6sar 
chiiasar 
'isri 
khii wisri 

tliithi 
arbi 
khamshi 
ishti 
shauc i 
tmiinai 
tesh'i 
emma 
emma iikhii 

emma tikhade- 
sar 

emma wisri 
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Arabic. 
mi'ah wa- 
, wiihid wa- 

'ashrin 
mi'ah wa- 
thaliit hin 

miten 
m i t h  wa- 

wiihid 
mit Gn wa- 
'asherah 

miten wa-ida 
'gsh 

mitEn wa- 
'ashrin 

miten wa- 
mzhid wa- 
'ashrin 

nGtEn wa- 
thalgthin 

thaliit-mi'ah 
arbaC-mi7ah 
khams-mi'ah 

sitt-mi'ah 
sebG-mi'ah 
thamiin-mi7ali 
tis'a-mi'ah 
elf 
elf wa-wt-thid, 
elf wa-'ashe- 
rah 

elf ma-ida 'gsh 

elf wa-'ashrin 
elf wa-wiihid 
~va-'ashrin 

elf ma-mi'ah 
elf wa-mi'ah 
wa-~viihid 

elf wa-rni'sh 
~s- 'as?lerr211 

Persian. 

sad-ii-bist-ii-

yak 

sad-ii-si 

diwist 
diwist-6-yak 

diwist-ii-ygz-
deh 

diwist-ii-bist 

diwist-ii-si 

sisad 
chahgr sad 
panqad 

shish sac1 
hafsad 
hashsad 
nuhsad 
Iiaziir 
haziir-ii-yak 
haziir-ii-dah 

haziir-6-ygz-
dah 

haziir-fi-bist 
haziir-ii-bist-
fi-yak 

liaziir-ii-sad 
haziir-ii-sad-
ii-yak 

liaziir-+sad-
ii-clah 

yuz-otuz 

iki-yiiz 
iki-yiiz-bir 

iki-yiiz-on 

iki-yuz-on-bir 

iki-yuz-yirrni 

iki-yuz-yirmi-
bir 

iki-yuz-otuz 

uch-yuz 
dort-yiiz 
b6sh-yuz 

d ~ ~ u z - ~ u z  
bin 
bin-bir 
bin-on 

bin-on-bir 

bin-yirmi 
bin-yirmi-bir 

bin-yuz 
bin-yiix-bir 

bin-yii x-on 



Armenian. 
hariur qsan- 

meg 

hariur yere- 
soun 

yergou hariur 
yergou hariur 
meg

yergou hariur 
dasn 

yergou hariur 
dasnmeg 

yergou hariur 
qsan 

yergou hariur 
qsanmeg 

yergou hariur 
yeresoun 

yereq hariur 
chors hariur 
]link hariur 

vets hariur 
yot hariur 
out hariur 
inn harinr 
hazar 
hazar meg 
hazar dasn 

Kurdish. Syriac. 
sad iibist iiyalc emma wisri 

iikhii 

trdemma 
trdemma iikhii 

trhemma wisra 

tr4emma a h a -  
dhsar 

trdemma wisri 

trdemma wisri 
iikhii 

trdemma wi-
t'liithi 

$ellath emma 
arbii' emma 
khammesh 
81111118 

eshshet ernma 
eshwi cmma 
tmiinhemma 
tishii' ernma 
alpa 
a l p  iikhii 
alpa wisra 

aIpa iikhadksar 

alpa misri 
alpa misri ikha 

alpa iiemma 
alpa iiemma 
ultha 

alpa iienlinn 
~v i s rn  

gad iisdh 

diigad 
d&ad iiyak 

diisad iidah 

diiead iiyiizdii 

diisad iib'ist 

diisad iibist 
iiyak 

di i~ad 
iis6h 

sdsad 
chiiqad 
penjsad 

shashsacl 
haftsad 
hashtsad + 

nahsad 
hazir 
haz6r wyak 
haziir wdah 

hazar dasnmeg haziir iiyiizifii 

hazar qsan hazir iibist 
hazar qsannieg haziir iihist 

hazar hariur 
hazar harius 

meg
llazar llnrinr 
dasn 

iiyak 
haz6r fisad 
haziir figad 

. iiyczk
haziir figad 

iidah 
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English. Arabic. 
1,121 elf wa-mi'ah 

wa-ida wa- 
'ashrin 

2,000 elf en 
3,000 thaliit 

10,000 'ashrat ii1ii.f 
100,000 . mi'at elf 
i! nuss 

$ rubc 
both (of them) ithnenehum 

first awwal 

second thiini 
third thiilith 

Persian. Turkish. 
haziir-ii-sad- bin-yiiz-yirmi-
G-bist-G-yak bir 

3) .. . buchuq 

dii haziir iki bin 

dah haziir on bin 
sad haziir yiiz bin 
nim, nisf yarim; (. . . and 

rub', chiiryak cheirbk 
har dii ikisi 

nukhust, birin ji 
auwal 

dcwum ikinji 
sivum iichiinju 
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English. Armenian. 
1,121 hazar hariur 

qsanmeg 

2,000 yergou hazar 
3,000 

10,000 dasn hazar 
100,000 hariur hazar 
-1 ges 

t qarrort
both (of them) yergoqian, 

yergouqn a1 
first arrachin 

second yergrort 
third yerrort 

Kurdish. 
haziir iisad 
iibist iiyak 

dii haziir 

dah haziir 
sad haziir 
niv 

rub', chiir Qk 
har dii 

auwal, pQshin qamiiya 

diiwi, dfiwiin di-trai 
seii, siyiin di-tliitha 

Syriac. 
alpa fiemma 
tvisri iikhl 

trai alp6 

'iqra alp6 
emma alp6 
pelga, pal@ 

rubi', arba' khii 
terwaihi 



QIJESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Where is ? Where are you going 3 
Arabic. WEn ? Arabic. WBn tar* (pl .tariihiin) ? 
Persian. Kujiist ? Persian. Kujii mi-ravid ? 
Turkish. Ndr6cld dir ? Turkish. NQrdyd gidiyorsiniz ? 
Arm. Our e ? Arm. Our g'ertaq ? 
Kurd. Ki dare ? Kurd. Laki dart5 tchin ? 
Syriac. Aika? Syriac. Laika bzalaukhii ? 

Where are they ? 
Where have you come from 3 

Arabic. Min En ji't (pl. ji'tfi) ?Arabic. Wen hum ? Persian. Az kujii mi-%'id ?Persian. Kujiiyand ? or Ruj5 Turkish. NbrQclbn gbldiniz ?hastand ? Arnz. Ousti yegaq ?Turkish. NQrddd dirldr ? Kurd. Hiin zhkii dare t4n '!Arm. Our yen ? 
Kurd. Kudarhna ? Syriac. Min aika kithiitii ? 

Syriac. Aikailai ? I am going home. 
Arabic. Ana rEy& iia-bcti 

They are here. Persian. Bi-khiine-yi-khud m--
Arabic. Hum hina. - ravam. 
Persian. injayand or Injii hastand. Turkish. Bvb .gidiyorim. 
TurkisIt. Burada dirlt5r . Arm. Doun g'ertam. 
Arm. Hos yen. Kurd. AzB chim miil. 
Kurd. Lharanii. Syriac. H61i biziila I-baitha. 
Syriac. H6lai iikha. 

We have come from home. 
He is not there. Arabic. Ji'na min bet-na 

Arabic. Hiia mii hiniik. Persian. Az khiine-yi-khud iirna-
Persian. Anjii nist. 
Turkish. Orada d6yil. 
Arm. Hon c h ~ .  
Kurd. N6 lharaya. . 

da'im. 
Turkish. ~vdt5n g6ldik. 
Arm. Dounen eganq. 
Kurd. Am shm51 hatin. 

, 

Syn'ac. Laild iikha. Syriac. Kithukh min baithan. 
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Come up ! 	 Wait for me. 
Arabic. Ufla'. Arabic. Istanair-ni. 
'Persian. Bi-yii (Come on !) ;Bar Persian. Muntazir-i-man b5sh. 

khiz (Rise up !). Turkish. Bbni b6klk. 

Turkish. Yuqiiriya gbl ! Arnz. Sbasetseq intz. , 

Arm. Ver yeg (sing.),vc.1.yegeq Kurd. B6min chiiv vakii. 


(plur.),! Syiac.  Hmijl elli. 

Kurd. Wara hera ! 

Syriac. Hayyij liikha ! Come with me. 


Arabic. Ta'iil ~viyii-i(pl. ta' iilii ). 
Persian. Hamriih-i man bi-yii 

Go down ! Turkish. Bbnirn ilb g6l. 
Arabic. Inzil (pl. Inzilii) ! . Arm. Yegeq intz hed. 
Persian. Bi-rau pii'in ! ICurd. Lagal min warii. 
Ttcrkis7t. Ashiigha git ! Syriac. Hayy6 'emmi. 
Ann. Var kna (sing.), var 

knatseq (pl.) ! 

Kurcl. Harra khwiir6 ! Go away. 

Syriac. Nkh6th ! 	 Arabic. R& (p!. Riihii). 


Persian. Bi-rau ! gum shau 

Turkis7~Haid6 git, qach. 

Arm. Herratseq.


Turn to the right (left). Kurd. Harrl. 
Arabic. Ilfet 'ala yamninek ('ala Syriac. Si. 

shimiilek). 
Persian. Bi-taraf-i-rGst (chap) bi- 

In which direction ?rau. 

Turkish Siigha don, sola dijn. Arabic. Ifin ai tarf ? 

Arm. Ach t'artzeq (tzakh tart- Persian. Bi-kudiim taraf ? 


zeq). Turkish. Hangi tarafa ? 
Kurd. Bezeverra lariist (lachap). Amz. Vor oughgboutismp '! 
Syriac. Dor 1-yamn6 (I-chappb) Kurd. Lachi rakhii ? 

Syriac. Siib ailta ? 

Stand still there. 	 In that direction. 
'Arabic. Ogaf bi-mahiillek. Arabic. Min a i i k  et-tarf 

Persian. Anj ii bi-ist. Persian. Bi-iin taraf. 

Turkish. Riihat dur. Turkish. 0 tarafa. 

Amz. Hantart ketseq hot,. Arm. Ayt oughghoutiamp. 

I . Lavk dare riiwusta. Kurd.. Lave rakkhb. 

Syriac. Kli nikha tiima. Syriac. Siib tiima. 


~ k 2  
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How far is it? At six o'cloclt. 
Arabic. Shqad ba'id ? Arabic. Es-siicah sittah 

Persian. Chi-qadar riih-ast ? Persian. Bi-sii'at-i-shish. 

Turkish. N6 qadar uzaq dir ? Turkish. Sii'at altida. 

Arm.. Vorqan herrou e ? Arm. Zham vetsin. 

Kurd. Chand haya la ? Kurd. Bisii'at shash. 

Syriac. Kmaile rahiiqa ? Syriac. Sii'ah b'eshshet. 


It is not far ! In the morning. 
Ambic. Mii ba'id ! Arabic. Biq-sab*. 
Persian. Diir nist ! Persian. gubhi.
Turlcish. Uzaq d&yil ! ' Turkish.Sabiihl6yin.
Arm. Herrou che ! Arnz. Arravodian. 

lizlrd. N5 dfira ! Kurd. Subahi. 

,Syriac. LailQ rahiiqa ! Syriac. Bispar6 or qadamta.
~ 

Two hours' distance. At noon. 
Ambic. Masifat sii'aten. 

Persian. Bi masiife-yi-dii sii'at, or Arabic. Edh-auhr . 


Persian. 5uhr.Dfi si'at riih. Turkish. Oil&-yin.
Turkish. Iki si'atliq pol. Arm. Ges orin. 
Arm. Yergou zhamva jampa. Kurd. Nivr6.
Kurd. Riii dii si'at. 

Syriac. Drkhad tett6 siic6. Syriac. Palged yaurna. 


When will he come ? In the evening. ' 

Ambic. Yimta yiji ? Ambic. Bil-mesa 
Persian. Kai mi-iiyad ? Persian. Shab (night) ; Waqt-i-
Turkish. NQ z6m6n gQl6jQk ? ghuriib (sunset). 
Arm. Yerp bidi ka ? Turkish. AkhshamlQyin. 

Kurd. KangB d8'Qt ? Arnz. Irigvan, yeregoyan. 

Sym'ac. Iman bedYiith6 ? Kurd. Gviir. 


Syriac. 'Aserta. 
At what o'clock 3 

Arabic. Ai sii'ah ? Very early. 

Persian. Chi waqt ? Arabic. Badri Icathir. 

Turkish. SZ'at qachda ? Persian. Khaili ziid. 

.4nn. Vor zhamin ? xham Turkish. Pkk 6rkQn. 


qaniin ? Arnz. Shad ganoukh. 

Kurd. Chi sii'at ? Kurd. Galak zii. 

Syriac. R-aima sl'ah ? Syriac. Kabira qaliila. 
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It is late. 
Arabic. Muta'akhkhir . 

Persian. Dir-ast. 

Turkish. GQchdir. 

Arm. Oush e. 

Kurd. Driinga. 

Syriac. Drang ila. , 


How often ? 

Arabic. Kam marrah ? 
Persian. Chand martabeh ? 
Turk,isA. Qach kQrrk ? 
Arm. Qani ankam ? 
Kurd. Chand jiira ? 
Syriac. Rma gahstha ? 

What will the weather be to-day? 
Arabic.- Shl6n bekiin et-taqs el- 

yam ? 
Persian. Imriiz haw& chi-taur 

khiihad shud ? 
Tsurkish. Bii giin hav& nasl 

olajaq 1 
Arm.. Yeghanagn inchbes bicli 

lini aysor ? 
Kurd. Dunyii chiiwa dQbet ir6 ? 
Syriac. D5khi bithauya dunye 

idi6 ? 

Very fine. 
Arabic. Kiillish zEu. 

Persian. Khaili khiib. 

Turkish. PBk giizBl. 

Arm. Shad hianali. 

Kurd. Siiwia. 

Syriac. eekhwaila. 


What time is it ? 

Arabic. Es-siicahlbEsh? 
Persian. Sii'at-i-chist ? 
Turkish. Sii'at qach dir ? 
*4rr)~. Vor zhamn e r! 
Kurd. Sii'ctt bchiinda ? 
Syriac. Siicah bikmaila ? 

Bad, cloudy, foggy weather. 
Arabic. Taqs mu zEn, mu-

ghayyarn, aabiib. 
Persian. Bad, abr, mih. 
Turkish. PBna, bulutlu, sissli havii. 
Arm. Vad, ambod, marrakhlod 

, yeghanag. 
Kurd. Dun@ 'aura, mizhaya. 
Syriac. Dunyk aiwaila, khapii-

thaila. 

It is ,snowing on the mountains. 
Arabic. Tethluj ed-dunya 'ala 

'1 jib51. 
Pers ia~~ .Dar kiihistiin barf mi-

biirad. 
Turkish. DBghlara qiir yaghiyor. 
Arm. G'tziune lerralits wa. 
Kurd. Bafr tBt lachiii. 
Syriac. HolB bithiiya talga I-resh 

tiirB. 
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Where does this road go 3 

Arabic. Ed-darb hii* yuwaddi 
li-wEn. 

Persian. fn  riih kujii mi-ravad ? 
Turkish. Bii yo1 nl.rky6 gid6r ? 
Arm. Our g'erta ays janpan ? 
Kurd, Av rig kiidar6 tchet ? 
Syriac. . Laika kiza adh iirkha ? 

Does this road lead to -? 

Arabic. Hed-darb bewaddi li -? 
Persian. In riih bi -mi-ravad ? 
Turkish. Bii yo1 - 6 gid6r-mi ? 
Arm. Ays jampan artioq 

g'erta -? 
Kurd. Av rig tchet la -? 
Syriac. Gallo kiza adh iirkha 1-? 

Which road leads to -? 

Arabic. Yii darb bewaddi li -? 
Persian. ' Kudiim r5h bi -mi-

ravad ? 
Turkish. -6 hangi yoldan gitm6li ? 
Arm. Vor janpan g'erta -? 
Kurd. Chi riii tchet la -? 
Syriac. Aima iirkha kiza 1-? 

Which is the shortest way? 
Arabic. Yii darb agrab '! 
Persian. Kudiim r5h nazdik-tar 

ast ? 
Turkish. fin qissa yo1 hangisi dir ? 
Arm. Vorn e amenagarj jam-

pan ? 
1 . Chi rr6 n6ziktera ? 

,.,Syriac. 	 Aimaila iirkha besh kri- 
tha ? 

Is it safe on the road 3 

Arabic. Et-tariq amin ? 
Persian. Dar in riih amniyat ast ? 
Turkish. Pol qorqusuzmu dur ? 
Arm. Jampan artioq abahov 

e ? 
Kurd. Av r6 amina ? 
Syriac. Gallo iirkha amkilt: ? 

How many hours is it to -? 

Arabic. Kam sii'ah ila -? 
Persian. Chand siicat-ast bi -? 
Turlcish. - Q qach sii'atleq yo1 

viir ? 
Ami. Qani zham e minchev-? 
Kurd. Chand sii'at haya la -? 
Syriac. Kma sii'6 ith t a  -? 

Take me to -. 
Arabic. Waddi-ni ila -. 
Persian. Marii bi -bi-bar. 
Turlcish. Bbni - 8 gotiir. 
Arm. Dareq intz rninchev -. 
Kurd. Nishiirnin bed6 la -. 
Syriac. Naubelli 1 -. 

Where is there drinking water on this road? 
Arcrbic. Wen el-moi lish-sherb fi 

h&&a 't-tariq ? 
Persian. Dar in riih iib-i-khur-


dani kuj5st ? 

Turkish. Bii yol-da ichilbjhk sii 


n6rhd6 dir ? 
Arm. Our khmelou chour ga 

ays janpou vra ? 
Kurd. Kink avB vakhwiireni. 

bvi rig ? 
Syriac. Aikailai m l p  de-shtiiya. 

b-iidh iirkha ? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS '.519 

Is it a camel road 3 
Arabic. Et-tariq muwiifiq lij-

jimiil ? 
Persian. Riih-i-shutur ast ? 
Turkish. DQv6 yolu-mi dir ? 
Arnz. Oughdi jampa e artiog ? 
Kurd. Av riii bo heshter biisha ? 
Syriac Kkhaskha adh iirkha ta  

giiml6 ? 
Is it only a mule road ? 

Arabic. Hiia faqiit lil-baghiil ? 
Persiart. Faqat; az bariiyi qiitirhii 

khiibast ? 
Turkish. Yaliniz qatir yolu-mi dir ? 
Arm. Miayn chorii jampa e 

artioq ? 
Kurd. Av riii bas b6 hesteriina ? 
Syriac. Gallo iirkha d-kawe&n6la 

iibass ? 

Is it only fit for men on foot 3 
Arabic. Hiia faqat mnwiifiq lil- 

meshi ? 
Persian. Faqat az bariiyi piyg- 

dagiin khiibast ? 
Turkish. Yaliniz yiiyan gid6n-

lQr6 eyi-mi dir ? 
A .  Mithe. rniayn hediodn 

martots harmar e ? 
Kurd. Av r6 bas pay& ra ? 
Syriac. Gal10 bas kkhashkha t a  

niish6 rakhiish6 ? 

4. A VILLAGEOR TOWN 
What is this place called 3 Where is the post 3 

Arabic. S hismii hii&a'I-makiin W B ~? Arabic. el-postakhHnah ? 
Persian. Bi injii chi mi-@and ? 

Or fnjg chi niim darad ? 
Turkish. Bii ybin ismi n6 dir ? 
Arm. Inchbes g'gochvi ays

- - .

deghn ? 
Kurd. N5v6 av 'ard chia ? 
Syriac. Mil6 shimma d-iidh diik- 

tha ? 

How many hokes in this village 3 
Arabic. Ram b6t fil-beled ? 
Persian. Dar in deh chand khiineh 

diirad ? 
Turkisit. Bii koide yach Qv viir ? 
ATIIL. Qani doun ga ays kiughin 

mech ? 
Kzcrcl. Chand miil haya lavi 

gund ? 
Syriac. K-ma biit6 ith b-Edh mii-

tha ? 

per,ia,. post khgneh kujgst ? 
Turkisl&.PostakhHnB n6rQd6 dir ? 
Arm. Our e namagaclounn ? 
Kurd. PGstakhiinah lakii da-

rQya? 
Syriac. &kaila p6stakhEnah ? 

Show me the telegraph omce. 

Arabic. Dull-ni 'ala 't-telegriif -
kh5nah. 

Persian. Teleghriif-khiine-r5 
bi-man nishiin bi-dihid. 

Turkish. Bana tB1Bghraf -kbiin6yi 

AWL. 

Kurd. 


Syriccc. 

gostdr. 
Our e herrakradounn. 
Teleghrgf khiinah nishii- 

min beda. 
Makhz6li teleghrzf khiina. 
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Is there a telephone ofice here 3 Where is the inn ? 

Arabic. Akii mahall talfiin hina ? Arabic. WEn el-KhZn ? 

Persian. InjZ teleffin dirad ? Persian. KhZn (kztrwZnsar5l, 

Turkish. Burdab tAlkfon mCrkbzi chZpZrkhZneh) kujiist 7 


vZr mi ? Turkis7b. KhZn nAr6dk dir ? 

Arnz; Hos herratzayn ga .Arm. Our e otevann ? 


artioq? Kurd. KhZn lakudareya ? 

Kurd. Tklefon khiinah lahara Syriac. Aikaila khan ? 


haya ? 

Syriac. J~~ 5kha dathat t.Ie- We are going to stay the night here. 

fon? . Arabic. Inbat el-lElah hina. 
Persian. Imshab injE mi-mZnim. 
Turkish. Biz g6jB - burda durs-

jayiz. 
Arm. Kishern hos bidi mnanq. 
Kurd. Av shav am lah6ra dQbim. 
Syriac. Bdamkh~kh Bkha idlailh. 

What is this river called ? Where is the nearest bridge? 
Arabic. Shism hel-shatt ? Arabic. W6n agrab jisr ? 
Persian. In riid-khZneh chi llalll Persian. KudZm pul nazdiktar-

dZrad ? ast ? 
Turkish. Bii irmaghen ismi n$ Turkish. ~n yaqen kopru n6rQdQ 

dir ? dir ? 
Arm. Inchbes g'gochvi ays Arm. Our e amenamod garn-

kedn ? ourchn ? 
liurd. Nave av iiv chia ? Kurd. NQzikter prr lakii da-
Syriac. iSlilQ shimma d-iidh rQya? 

nbhra ? Syriac. Aikaile gishra iiu bish 
4 qariwa ? 

How deep is the river 3 
Arabic. Shqad ghumq esh-shatt ? 

Persian.. Riid-khiineh chi-qadar Take me there. 


'amiq-ast ? Arabic. Waddi-ni li-hinZk. 

Turkish. Sii n6 qadar d6rin dir ? Persian. Mar5 ZnjZ bi-bar. 

Arm. Vorchap khor e ays kedn? Turkish. BQni oraya gotiir. 

Kurd. Vi bv chand kiira or Lcfr.))~.. Hon dareq zis. 


'am-qa. Kurd. La iiu dare nish~min 
Syriac. Kmaile 'amiiqa adh beda. 

nhhra ? Syriac. Naubelli 1-tiima. 
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Show me the nearest ferry. 
Arabic. IVEn agrab mu'Bber. 
Persian. Guz5r-giihi ki nazdiktar 

biishad bi-man nishiin 
bi-dih. 

Turkish. Bana Qn yaqin gBchid- 

yBrini gostBr. 


Arr)t. Tsuyts dveq intz amen- 

ainod kedantsn. 

Kwrtl. 'AydB nQzilder b6 darbie 
nishzmin beda. 

Syriac. Aikaila dfiktha de-psa'a 
Bi besh qariita. 

Get hold of a boat (canoe). 
Arubic. Jib-li bellon1. 

Persian. Kashti paid5 kun. 

Turkish. Bir qayiq bul: 

Arnz.. Xi navag kdeq. 

Kurd. Gami paida beka. 

Syriac. 1S;hzi ltha qiiyegh. 


Is there a raft here? 
Arabic. Akii kelek hina ? 
Persian. Icalak inj5 paid5 mi-

shavad ? 
Tztrkish. Burda sal vBr mi ? 
Ann.  Hos lasd ga artioq ? 
Kurd. Kalak lah6ra haya ? 
Syriac. Gallo ith kalak iikha ? 

Is the current strong 3 

Ambic. El-moi terko(fi qawi ? 

Persian. &.I tund mi-ravad ? 

Tttrkish. Aqinti clloq viir mi ? 

Arm. Mithe hosanqn zoravor e? 

Kzird. ,4v zakhma ? 

Syriac. Gallo miiya zarbZn6lai ? 


Where is the easiest place to swim across? 
Arabic. es-ha1 makzn Iis- 

sabghah. 
Persian. Kujii mi-tawiinam bi-

t-isini bi-shingvari bi-
guzaram ? 

Turkis72. 0 bir tarafa yiiz6rkk 
gitmBk ichin Bn qolai 
yBr n6rQd6 dir ? 

Anrt,. Our, e amenaheshd vayrn 
loghalou antin ? 

Kurd. Chi 'ard asgntira t a  am 
bmalaviiny6 darbiiz kin ? 

Syriac. Aimaila d a h a  ai besh 
sanihi tad giikhokh iipa- 
sokh ? 

Take us across. 
Arabic. Qatti'ena. 

Persian. Mar6 bi-iin taraf bi-barid. 

Turkish. Bisi qarshiya gbchir. 

Arm. Antin dareq mez. 

Kurd. Ma darbzz bika. 

Syriac. Mapsilan. 


You will be rewarded. 
Arabic. MinkEfik. 

Persian. In'iim khzhim dad. 

Turkish. Bakhshish v6rQjQyiz. 

Arm. G'vartzadrenq tzez. 

Kurd. Am6 teshtak din ta. 

Syriac. Bed yawekhlokh kha 


mindi. 
You must go in front of me. 

Arabic. LBzim temshi guddiimi. 
Persian. Biiyad ' jilau-i-man bi-

ravid. 
Turkish. Ilkri gitmBlisin. 
Am&. Arrcheves pertalou eq. 
Kurd. Liizima t u  pCshQmin 

dechh. 
Sy iac .  K-liizim d-ziilokh qamiiya 

minni. 
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What lies on the other side ? Is it far to the mouth 3 
Arabic. Esh-fi 'ala he&iik eq- Arabic. Esh qadr li-eadr eeh 

sbb ? shiitt ? 
Persian. Chi jii (place) or shahr Persia%. Az injii tii iinj5 ki dar 

(city) dar iin faraf ast ? daryii mi-rizad diir-ast? 
T i d i s h .  UtB tarafda n6 viir ? Turkish. Chai aghzi uzaq-mi dir ? 
Arm. Inch degh e tima.tsi Arm. Kedaperann herrou e 

goghmn ? artioq ? 
Kurd. Lave taraf6 chi haya ? Kurd. Zh-harii hattg vi iiv dchet 
Syriac. Mii ith Iiiu biila khinna ? bahrB diira ? 

Syriac. Gallo rahiiqtaila iirkha 
min iikha hul d-'5wir 
a& n6hra 1-yiima? 

6. A MOUNTAINOR HILL 

What is this big mountain called? What is the easiest way up the hill 3 
Ambic. Shism 'I-jebel (el-kabh) ? Arabic. Yii darb as-ha1 lit-tell ? 
Persian. In kiih-i-buzurg chi mi- Persiccn. Bi-kudiim riih bi-8dni 

giiyand ? mi-tuwzn bi-qulle-yi-iin 
Turkish. Bii biiyiik diighin ismi kiih rasid ? 

n6 dir ? Turkish. Yuqiiriya 6n qolai yo1 
Brm. Inchbes g'gochvi ays hangisi dir ? 

medz lerrn ? Arm. Vorn e amenaheshd jam- 
Kurd. NHVBvi chi5 mazin chia ? pan tebi plourn ? 
Syriac. fiIi16 shimma d-adh fiira Kurd. Chi rB 8siintira lasar6 vi 

riiba ? chil ? 
Syriac. Aimail5 iirkha ai besh 

siiniihi tad asqokh I-a& 
tiira ? 

How high is the mountain ? 

Arabic. Esh 'el5 ej-jebel ? 
Persian. In kiih chi-qadar buland 

ast ? Is it very steep ? 

Tzlrlrish Diiglgh n6 qadar yiikshk Arabic. Talcet-hu qawiyell ? 
dir ? Persian. Khaili sar-ii-biiliist ? 

4 ; .  Vorchap partzr e ays Turkish. P6k dik mi dir ? 
lerrn ? d~trt. Shad zarrivcr e artioq ? 

Kurd. Vi chi5 chand bilinda ? Kurd. Galak zahmata ? 
Sgriac. Email6 rHma adh tiira ? Syriac. Gallo kabira 'asqail6 ? 
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Is it dangerous ? 

Arabic. Hfta mukhtir ? 
Persian. Khatar-niik ast ? 
Turkish. Qorqulu mu dir ? 
Arm. Vdankavor e artioq ? 
Kurd. Khatar tedii haya ? 
Syriac. Gallo mar darak il6 ? 

Can one get up on horseback ? 

Arabic. Mumkin el-mZhid yutla' 
riikib ? 

Persian. Suwiir mi-shavad raft ? 
Turkish. At-il6 chikila bilirmi ? 
Arm. Tziov artioq gareli e ver 

elnel ? 
Kurd. Am tkiirin bechim lasar 

beswiiri ? 
Syriac. Gallo iban asqokh b-raka- 

wiitha ? 

Can the guns be got up 3 

Arabic. Mumkin et-tawtip tetla' ? 
Persian.. Tfip-hii-rii mi-shavad 

Znj ii burd ? 
Tzirkish. Toplar yuqiiriya chikar- 

i!a hilirmi ? 
Arm. Artioq gareli e tntanot-

nern ver hanel ? 
Kurd. Am dikiirin t8pZ lasar 

helinin ? 
Syriac. Gallo iban d-masq6kh $6- 

patha ? 

Yes, but they cannot be got down on the 
other side. 
Arabic. Nacam, Iiikin miish mum- 

kin tanzil-hum min tarf 
eth-thgni. 

Persian. Bali, ammii az an taraf 
nami - shavad pii'in 
iivardan. 

Ttcrkish. lhv6t,  ammii6t6 tarafda 
indiri1Gl.d~. 

A	 . Ayo, payts che gareli 
zanonq var ichetsnel 
mius goghmn. 

Kurd. 'Hare, amma am nikiirin 
Iiiav teref6 wiin lakh-
miir bestinin. 

Syriac'. 	 Na'm, illa laiban d-man- 
khthukhlai mau b a a  
khenna. 

Are there several ways down ? 
Arabic. &ii jimlZt nazlgt ? 
Persian. AYE, chand r l  bi-pii'in 

diirad ? 
Turkish. Ashiighiya, bir qach 


yo1 viir mi ? 

Arm. Artioq ghad jampaner 


gan tebi var ? 
ILurd. Galak riii haya Iv6r6 ? 
Syriac. Gallo ith kabirQ iirkhiitha 

linkhiitha ? 

Are there any robbers about ? 

Arabic. , Akii hariimiyah ? 
Persian. Dar in jii-hii duzd diirad? 
Turkish. Etrafd khirsiz viir mi ? 
Arm. Avazagner gan artioq ays 

goghmern ? 
Kurd. Diz haya ? 
Syriac. Gallo ith ganGwQ ? 
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How big is the forest 3 

Arabic. Esh kubr el-ghiib (ez-
z6r) ? 

Persian. In bisheh (or jangal) chi- 
qadar buzurg-ast ? 

I'urkisih. Ormiin n& qadar biiyiik 
dir ? 

Arm. Andarrn vorchap medz 
e ? 

Icurd. Av ghiibah chand mazina? 
Syriuc; Kmaila rabtha adh 

ghiiba ? 

How wide is it 3 

Arabic. Esh 'arc&-hu ? 

Persian. PahnZsh chi-qadar 


buzurg-ast ? 

' 	 Turki.sh. N6 qadar g6nish dir ? 

Arm. Vorchap lay11 e ? 
Kurd. PehnBwi (or ferrahbwi) 

chanda ? 

Syriac. Kmaila pethyiithah ? 


Where does the road go through the forest ? 

Ambic. Wen iikii darb bil-ghiib 
(biz-Z~P)? 

Persian. In  riih ki az janga! mi-
guzarad kujii mi-ravad? 

Turkish. Bii ormiindau gBch6n yo1 
nBr6yB g$Br ? 

Arm.. Our g'erta jampan an-
darri mechen ? 

Kurd. It6 bvi ghiibah l a f i  dark- 
ya ? 

Syriuc. Aikaila iirkha b-iidh ghii- 
ba ? 

Can mounted troops get through the forest 3 

Arabic. 

Persialh. 

l'urkish. 

Arn2. 

Kurd. 

Syriac. 

Bluinkin lil-khaiyiilah 
tacbur el-ghiib (ez-zijr) ? 

Qushiin-i-suwiir mi-ta-
wiinad ax bisheli bi-
guzaracl ? 

Ormiindan siiviiri gkch6-
bilirmi ? 

Hedzelazorq grna artioq 
antsnel andarri mechen? 

Dikiirin suwiiri dBchin 
nivii vi ghiibah ? 

lbai rakiiw6 pas? b-Zdh 
ghiiba ? 

Yes, but I don't think one can get through 
with the guns. 

Arabic. Na'arn, liikin ma azunn
et-tJawiip tafiit. 

Persian. Bali, ammii guman nami 
-kunam ki tiip bi-ravad. 

Turkish. 8vvi..t, faqab zann QtmQm 

Aml. 

Kurd. 


Syriac. 


ki top ilb gBchilBbilir. 
Ayo, payts chem gardzer 
gareli e tntanotnerov 
antznel mechen. 

Har6, amma t6pE nikgrin 
bechin. 

Nacm, illa la k7,ainin tb- 
piitha ibai d'auri. . 

I 
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Is it far to the railway 3 

Arabic. Esh bucedes-sikkah ? 
Persin,)z. Ayii, bi-riih-i-iihan diir-

ast ? 
Turkish. D6mir yoluria uzaq-mi 

dir ? 
Amr. Yergatoughifi artioq her-

rou e ? 
Kurd. Ria papGr6 chand diira ? 
Syriac. Kmaila rahiiqta iirkha 

di-prizla ? 

Only half an hour. 
Arabic. Nuss siicahfaqat. 
Persian. Nim siicatriih-ast f i  bas. 
T q ~ r k k h .Salt yarim siicatdir. 
A m .  BJiayn ges zham. 
Kurd. Niv sii'at iibas. 
Syrinc. Palg6 d-sii'ah bas. 

When does the train arrive ? 

Arabic. Yimta yosal el-qitiir ? 
Persian. Qitiir kai mi-rasad ? 
Turkish. Tr6n n6 z6mBli gdir ? 
Arm. Yerp knatsqn g'hasni ? 
Kurd. Ria papbr6 kang6 d66t ? 
Syriac. Zman bed athya mi%-

shin5 ? 

When does the train go to -? 

Arabic. Yimta yusgfir el-qitiir 
ila -? 

Persian. Qitiir bi -kai mi-ravad ? 
Turkish. Tr6n -6 n6 z6miin 

gid6r ? 
Arm. Perp knatsqn g'megni ? 
Kurd. PBpor kang6d6chet la -? 
Syriac. Iman bedziila miishina 

I - ?  

Where is the next train coming from ? 
Arabic. Min En yaji el-qitiir 

eth-thiini ? 
Persian. Qitiir az kujii mi-iiyad ? 
Turkish. 0 bir trbn riGr6d6n gblir ? 
Arm. Onsti gu'ka hachorl; 

knatsqn ? 
Kurd. Piipor zhkii dare d66t ? 
Syriac. Min aika bed athya mii-

shin5 ? 
Stop the train. 

Arabic. Waggif el-qitiir. 
Persian. Qitgr-r5 istiideh kun. 
T w k i s h .  Tr6ni durdl~r. 
Arm. Knatsqn geteoutseq. 
Kurd. Piipor besakkina. 
Syriac. Mabmella miishin5. 

Get me a porter. 
Arabic. Jib-li hammiil. 
Persian. Hammdi paidii kun. 
T u r k i s 7 ~Bana bir hammiil gbtir. 
Arm. Perrnagir jareq. 
Kurd. Hammiilak b6min paid5 

bekii. 
Syriac. Maithell kh5 hammiila . 

What is the fare ? 
Arabic. BGsh yiswii en-nijl ? 
Persian. Chand biiyad bi-diham ? 
Tu,rll.ish. Yo1 pa.rasi n6 qadar dir 7 
Arm. Vorqan e janabarha-

dzakhqn 1 
Kurd. Chand haq az bedem ? 
Syriac. I<-matime yawin ? 

Where is my luggage? 
Arabic. Wen agh raa i  ? 
Persian. Asbiib-i-man kujiist ? 
Turkish. *shyiim nk6dE dir ? 
Arm. Our e ireghens ? 
Kurd.  Asbiibbmin lakii dar6na ? 
S y r i w  . Aikailai sabiibi ? 
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Have you seen our troops ? 

Arabic. Shuft 'asiikir-na ? 
Persian. Qushiin-i-miirii dida-id ? 
l'urkis7t. 'AskBrimizi gijrdiiniiz- 

mii ? 
Arm. Deeaq artlioq mer zor-

qern ? 
Kurd. 'Askariimii t a  dit ? 
Syriac. Gallo khzQl6kh 'askar di- 

yan ? , 

Do you know where the troops are ? 

Arabic. Ta'raf wGn el-'asker ? 
Persian. MI-diinid ki qushiin ku-

jiist ? 
TurBi.vh.. 'Askbrin n6rQd6 oldu-

ghunu bilirmisiniz ? 
Arm. ICtdeq, artioq our yen 

lner zorqern ? 
Kurd. Tu tziini 'askar lakii da- 

r6ya ? 
Syriac. Gallo yadh-6t aikaila 'as-

kar ? 

Yes, I saw them by the wood. 
Ambic. Na'am, shufthum garib 

el-ghiib (ez-z6r). 
Persian. Bali, iin-hii-rli dam-i- 

bisheh didam. 
Turkish. EvvBt, ormiinin yaninda 

gordiim. 
Arm. Ayo, andarri mod desa 

zanonq. 
Kurd. Har6, ma awiin dit nB- 

zik6 vi ghiibah. 
Syriac. Na'm kemkhiizennai qor- 

ba d-ii& ghiiba. 

What sort of troops and how many are they? 
Arabic. ash shikel asker \vn kaln 

wiihid ? 
Persian. Chi jiir qushiin, ii chand 

nafar ? 
T,urkish. NB durlu 'ask& dir, vB 

'add6 nB qadar 1 
Arm. Inch desag zorqer pev 

qani had yen ? 
Kurd. Chi t6v 'askarin ii chan- 

din ? 
Syriac. If5tiikhma d-'askarilai 

wukmail6 miniiinaihi ? 

Five thousand, with cavalry and guns. 
Arabic. Khamsat iillif ma' 'l-khai-

yiilah wat-tawiip. 
Persian. Panj haziir, bli suwiir ii 

fiip. 
Turlcisl/. B6sh bin v5r, siiv51.i ill. 

toplar. 
Arm. Hink hazar, hedzelazor- 

qov yev tntanotnerov. 
Kurd. Penj haziir suwiir ii t6p5. 
Syriac. Khamsha alp6 'immed 

swiiriyh iit6piitha. 

How long have they been there 3 

Arabic. Ram y6m baqa lahum 
hiniik ? 

~ers iah .Az chi maqt Hnjii biideh- 
and ? 

Turkish. N6 vaqit-dan-b6ri orada 
dirI6r ? 

Arnt. Yerpen i ver hon yen ? 
Kurd. Zhchi wakht wZn lav 

dar6na ? 

Syriac. blin imtlnilai tlima ? 
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In which direction have they marched ? Take me to the Colonel. 

drabic. Min 5 farf riihii ? 
Persian. Bi-kudiim taraf rstwiineb 

shudeh-and ? 
Turkish. Hangi jih6te liar4kdt 

btdil6r ? 
~ r m .  Vor goghm qaletsin ? 
Kurd. Lachi tarafQ ch6yen ? 
Syriac. Gallo sfib aima faraf 

zellai ? 

Where is an ofacer 3 

Arabic. WBn edh-dhiibit ? 

Persian.. Siibib-mansabi kujiist ? 

Turkish. Ziibit n6r6d6 dir ? 

Arm. Our ga mi sha ? 

Kurd. Ziibit lakii dar6ya ? 

Syriac. AikailB zHbit ? 


am hungry, I wish to eat. 
Arabic. Ana jij'iin, arid shE 

2i'kul . 
Persian. Gurasneh-am,mi-khiiham 

bi-khuram. 
Turkish. Qarnim ach, yby6j6k bir 

shei istbrim. 
Arm. Anoti yem,oudel g'ouxem. 
Kurd. Az bersima, ma tishtak 

tvet. 
Syriac. Rpinniwin, kibain d-akh- 

lin. 

Arabic. Waddi-ni ila 'I-miriilai. 
Persian. Mar5 pish-i-sartip bi-

bar. 
Turkisit. BQni miriiliiya gotiir. 
Arm.. 
Kurd. 

Dareq zis knclabedin. 
PQsh6 miraliii min b6-
birra. 

Syriac. Naubelli 1-g6be d-miralzi. 

I have a letter from our General. 
Arabic. 'Andi maktiib min inu- 

shir-na. 
Persian. Ksghazi diiram az sardiir. 
Turkish. Qomiindinimizdan b6nd6 

bir mdktiib uiir. 
Arm. Namag ounim mer zora- 

beden. 
Kurd. Kiighazak zhsar'aska-

r6ma lagal min haya. 
Syriac. Ith 'immi kha kthHwi~ 

inin sar'askar diyan. 

I am thirsty, I wish to drink. 
Arabic. Ana 'atshiin, arid-li s h ~  

ishrab. 
Persian.. Tishneh-am, mi-khiiham 

bi-niisham. 
Turkish. Sfisuzim, sii ichmbk iste- 

rim. 
Arm. Dzarnvi yen?, khmel 

g'ouzem. 
Kurd. Az tkhnim, vakhwiirind 

ma tvdt. 
Syriae. ~ i h ~ a i w i n ,kibain d-shgtin. 
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Where can I. get food ? 

Arabic. WBn ahassil el-ekl ? * 

Persian. Az kujii mi-tawanam 
khurdani paid,?, kunam ? 

Tarkish. N6red6 yi?y&j&k biila bi- 
lirim ? 

-4rn1. Our grnam oudeliq 
kdnal ? 

Kurd. Teshtak bii khwgrini? 
lakii dar6 az paid5 
bikim ? 

Syriac. Gallo min aika khiizin 
khii mindi ta  ilthala ? 

Innkeeper, we want a meal. 

Arabic. Ya khiinji, nurid ekl. 
Persian. Mi-khiihim chizi hi-

khiirim. 
Turlcish. Khiinji, yemek isteri?;. 
Arm. Bantogabed, geragour 

gouzenq. 
Kurd. Khiinchi, ma tesht tv6t. 
Syriac. Ichiinchi, kibiikh ikhiila. 

Give me something to drink. 
Arabic; A'tini she ishrab. 
Persian. Chizi niishidani bi-man 

bi-dihid. 
Turkish. Bana ichejek bir shei ver. 
Arm. Khmelou mi pan dveq. 
Kurd. Teshtak bii vakhwiirin6 b6 

min beda. , 
Syriac. Halli khii rnindi ta  shtiiya . 

Have you enough for all my men 3 

Arabic. 'Andek she kiifi li-ja-
mii'ati ? 

Persian. Ayii, az bariiyi hame-yi- 
iidamhii-yi-man kZfi dB- 
rid ? 

Turkish. Nbferlerimin h6pisinb ye- 
tlej6k qadar var-mi ? 

Arnz. Artioq , pavaganschap 
ouneq polor martots's 
hamar ? 

Kurd. Lagalta haya tesht b6 
hammii m6remin ? 

Syriac. Gallo ittokh mindi di-
kmiil6 t a  kullai niish6 
di ? 

Ls the water good here 3 

Arabic. El-moi tayyib hina ? 
Persian. Ab dar injii khiib-ast ? 
Turkish. Buranin siiyu eyi nii 

dir ? 
Arm. Chourn artioq lav e h o ~  ? 
Kurd. Av lahera khwasha ? 
Syriac. Gallo mzya d-5kha ran- 

dblai ? 

Have you fresh eggs 3 

Arabic. 'Andkum b a i a  tiizi'ah ? 
Persian. Tukhm-i-murgh-i-tiizeh 

diirid ? 
Turkish. TgzB yumurtaniz viir 

mi ? 
Arm. Artioq ouneq tharm 

havgit ? 
Kurd. Nii hekii lagalwii haya ? 
Syriac. Gallo ittaukhii b6-6 

rand&-? 
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Bring bread and cheese. I am going to pay for it. 
Arabic. Jib-lena khubz ma-jiben. Arabic. Ba'tiq haqqek. 

Persian. Niin ii panir hi-yiir. Persian. Piil-i-iin-r,?, mi-khiiham 

Turkish. gkmkk il6 p6nir gbtir. bi-diham. 

Arm. Peretseq hats yev banir ? Turkish. Parasini v6r6j6ylm. 

Kurd. NBn ii penir b6 ma bina. Arm. Bidi vjarem ador hamar 

Syriac. MaithQlan likhma iigiipta. Kurd. Az haqq6mi bidem. 


Syriac. Bidyawin haq diy6. 

Bring us the bill.
Bring us coflee with milk. 

Arabic. Jib-Iena el-hisiib. 
Arabic. Jib-lena qahwah bi-haiib. Persian. Hisiih-rii bi-yBr. 
Persian. Qahweh bii shir-i-gZu bi- Turkish. Biz6 hisHb g6tir. 


yGr. 

Turkish. Biz6 siitlii qahv6 gdtir. Arm. Peretseq hashivn, 


Kurd. His5bbma bina. 
Arm. Gathov sourj peretseq Syrinc. Makhz6lan hisiib diyan. 

mez. 

'Kurd. Qahwa ii shir biima bina 

Syriac. Maith6 lan qahwa ii 


khelya. How much do we owe 3 

Arabic. Esh tela' 'al5na ? 
Persiaa.rz. Chancl bzyad bi-dihim ? 
Turkish. Borjumuz nB qadar ? 
Amt. Vorqan g'bardinq tzez ? 

Hurry up, we haven't much time. Kurd. Haqqhta chanda ? 
Syriac. Kmail6 haq diyokh ? 

Arabic. Ista'jil, mii 'andna waqt. 

Persian. Ziid biish, khaili waqt na- 


d 5 r i ~ .  

Turkish. Chabuk 01, choq vaqi- How much does this cost 3 


timiz yoq. Arabic. B6sh yisw5 h5(111(~ ? 

Arm. Shdabetseq, shad zham- Persian. In chand mi-arzad ? 


anaq ch'ounenq. Turkisl~.Bunun fi'ati nb dir ? 

Kztrd. Lazi bika, wakht mii Ar??a. Ays vorqan arzhe ? 


nina . Kurd. Haq avi chanda ? 

Syriac. Qaliila, lattan 'iddiina. Syriac. Nil6 timed 5dhi ? 
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I want quarters for 50 men. 
Arabic. Arid makiin li-khEtir 


khamsin nefer. 

Persian. Az bariiyi panjiih iidam 


manzil rm--khiiham. 
TurkisH. klli nkfkr ichun ykr 

istkrim. 
Arm. Hisoun marti hamar 

degh g'ouzem. 
Kurd. Az 'ard dikhwZzim b6 


penji zaliim. 

Syriac. Kibain diiktha t a  kham-


shi niish6. 

Give me better quarters. 
Arabic. A'tini makiin ahsan. 
Persian. Manzili bihtar az in bi- 


man bi-dih. 

Tuikish. Bana biindan eyi bir ykr 


v6r. 
Arm. . Aveli lav degh dveq intz. 
Kurd. 'Ard khwashter b6 min 

beda. 
Syriac. Halli diiktha besh tauta. 

Have you found me quarters yet 3 

Arabic. Hasvalt-li mak5n ? 
Pcrsian. Manzili az bariipi man 

haniiz paid5 kardeh-id ? 
Turkish. Bizim ichun ykr daha 

buldun mu ? 
Arm. Intz hamar degh kdaq 

the voch ? 
Kurd. Ta  'ard b6ma paid5 keri? 
Syriac. Gallo kbzklokh diiktha 

tali ? 

Where is the owner of the house ? 

Arabic. WEn sghib el-bEt ? 

Persian. Siihib-i-in khiineh kuj5st ? 

Turkish. Ev sihibi nkrkdk ? 

Arm. Our e ays dan dern ? 

Kurd. Khudiin6 vi mZl lakG 


darkya ? 
Syriac. Aikail6 miire d-adh bai-

tha ? 

Light the fire, please. 

Arabic. Ishcal en-nZr. 

Persian. Luf far, itash-rii biafriiz. 

Turkish. Kkrkm kt, atbshi yaq. 

Arm. Hajetseg gragn varrel. 

Kurd. Bkarambta, igir bika. 

Syriac. Kmajin minnokh, e w 6 a  


niira. 

I want stabling for 16 horses. 

Arabic. Yilzam-1i makiin khiitir 
. zerabzt li-sitt 'Zsh hisiin. 

Persian. Az bariiyi shiinzdeh asp 
tawileh mi-khzham. 

Turkish. On alti &t ichun akhur 
ist6rim. 

Arm. . Dasnvets. tzii hamar., 
akllorr g'ouzem. . . 

Kurd. 'Ard b6 shiizdii asp dikh- 
miizim. 

Syriac. Kibin diikt,ha t a  'isht5ssar 
slrst5, 
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Thanks, we want nothing more. 

Arabic. Ximniinin, mii nerid ghEr 
she. 

Persian. Lutf-i-shumE ziyiid, digar 
chizi 15zim nadiirim. 

Turkish. Tbshhkkiir Bdhrim,hashqa 
bir shei ist6m6yiz. 

Arm. Shnorhagaloutiun, aveli 
pan cheliq ouzer. 

Kurd. Shukur, lateshtak di 
haujanina. , 

Syriac. Shalrrinnokh,lak sanqokh 
1 -mindi khenna. 

Tell all people not to be afraid. 

,Arabic. Qul lin-nzs 1% yakhiifii. 
Persiapt. Bi-mardum bi-gii na- 

tarsand. 
Turkish. Bitiin Qhiiliya soil6 qorq- 

mazsinlar. 
Arm. Amen martots aseq vor 


chyva,khnan. 

Kurd. Bb hammu khalq khabar 


bida niitersin. 

Syriac. Makhber kullai niish6 d-la 


zadi. 

Where is there some clean water ? 

Arabic. Akii moi nea i f?  
Persian. Ab-i-piik hzjiist ? 
Tfcrkish. T6miz sii nQrQdB bulunnr? 
Arm. Our ga maqour chonr ? 
Kurd. Lakfi dar6 iiv khwash 

haya ? 
Syriac. Aika ith miiya rand6 ? 

Clear those houses ; we are going to 
quarter our men in them. 

Arabic. Farrigh el-buyiit ; nerid 
nunezzil rijiilna fiha. 

Persian. An khzne-hii-rii khiili 
hzn ; mi-lthiihim 
iidam-hE-yi khud-rZ 
iinjii manzil bi-clihim. 

Turkish. Shu Qvl6rdBn Qhiiliyi 
chiqgr, nQfBratimizi ora- 
da otnrtajaghiz. 

Arm. MaqreOseq ayt dounern, 
anonts mech hidi 
deghavorenq nler mar-
tiqn. 

Kurd. Viin miilii khiili bika, am6 
m6rQkhwa lavQdar6 dai- 
nin. 

Syriac. BIsapqfi an biitQ, bed- 
matwokh niishan b-ga- 
waihi. 

Is there smallpox in this village ? 

Arabic. Akii jidri fil-be!ed ? 
Persian. Dar in deh iihileh dii-

rad ? 
Tu,rkish. Bii koid6 chichBk khasta- 


lighi vEr1 mi ? 

Arm. Dzaghgakhil ga artioq 


ays kiughi mech ? 
Kurd. Xwlek (or khiiri) lav-

a n d  haya ? 
2hjriac. Gallo ith shalq6 (or 

shilchna) b-&I& -
tha ? 
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Tellme the house where there are sick men. 
Arabic. Akhbir- ni wen el-hGsh el- 

le&i 5kti mar&a. 
Persian. Xarfi iin khgne-rE nishiin 

deh ki-mardum-i-ng-
khush dzr Znjii ha-
stand. 

Turkish. Ichindb khasta bulunan 
6vi bana gost6r. 

Arm. . Asatseq intz ayn doun'n 
our liivant martiq 
gan;

Kurd. 'Arde ngsiikha nishiimin 
beda. 

SyAac. Makhz6li dfiktha d-ith bG 
krill& 

Stop ! or I shall shoot. 
Arabic. Ogaf, wa-illZ ifirabek 

bi-rasiis. 
Persian. Bi-1st' wa-ill% tir mi-

andiizam. 
Tzcrkish. Dur ! yoqsa athsh 

ed6rim. 
Arm Getseq! yethe voch g'zar- 

nem. 
Kurd. Rawustii ! (or bisakkinii) 

yiin az t a  kuzhim. 
ESyriac. Hm61! illa bedmiikhin. 

Is it feverish here 3 

Arabic. Akii sakhiineh fil-makgn 
- hiidha? 

Per.sian. fnj2 tab dfirad ? 
Turkish. Burasi sitmali mi dir ? 
Arm. Artioq chermod degh e 

hos ? 
Kurd. Tii lahbrii haya ? 
Syriac. Gallo ith shgtha b-a& * 

diktha ? 

Is it healthy here 3 

Arabic. Hawa hel-mak5n tayyib? 
Persian. Ini5 siilim-ast ? 
TurkisI~~ i r a n i n  havgii eyi-

mi dir ? 
Arm. &ioq arroghch degh3 e 

hos ? 
Kurd. Biiy6 vi ard khwasha ? 
Syriac. Gallo man51ch d-adh diik- 

tha randail6 ? 

Don't move from the spot. 
Arabic. LG tataharrak min 


makiinek. ,> 


Persian. Az iinjii ki ha.sti harakat 

na-kun. 


Turkish. Oradan qimildanma. 

Arm. Mi sharzhir deghed 


(sing.), ch'sharzhiq deg-
herned (pl . ) .  

Kurd. Zhvedar6 nacha. 
Syriac. La mharkit min dCk-

thokh. 
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Stand a little farther off. Surrender. 
Arabic. Ogaf shweyah ab'ad. Arabic. Sellem nefsek. 

Persian. Q a d ~ i  d k t a r  bi-ist. Persian. Khud-rii taslim kun. 

Turkish. Bir ax daha uzaqda dur. Turkish. TBslim 01. 

Ann. Poqr inch aveli herroun Am&. Antznadour yegheq. 


aetseq. Kurd. Taslim beka. 

Kurd. ~ ~ ? u t e r  Syriac.
bisakkinii. MsHlim. 

Syriac. Hm6l besh rahiiqa. 


Come closer. You may not talk to any one. 
Arabic. Tiil (ta'H1) shnEya agrab. LB tehaki~ ~ ~ b i ~ .  
Persian. Nazd-&tar biyii. Persian. Na-biiyad b5 kasi barf 
Turkish. Daha yaqin gbl. bi-zani. 
Arm. Aveli mod yegeq. T,urkish. Hich Icir kimsBil6 qonush- 
Kurd. Ndz-&ter wara. mayajaqsin.
Syriac. Hayyo besh qariwa. Arnt. Ourishi hed khoselou 

Turn round. ch'eq. 


Arabic. Diir (p l .  Diirii). Kurd. Lagal kas nE khbva. 


Persian. Bar gard. Syriac. La 
kha. 

mahkit 'immed chii 

Turkish. Don. 

Arm. Tartzeq. . 


Kurd. Bezevirra. You are trying to deceive me. 

Syriac. . Pthol or kha6r .  Arabic. Enta terid (or tujarrib) 

Hands up ! takhdac-ni. 
Arabic. Arfa' yedaik ! Persian. Xi-khiihid mar5 giil hi-' 
Persian. Dast bar &rid ! zanid. 
TurkisI~.fi116rini qaldir ! Turkish. B6ni aldatmagha cha-
Arm. Tzerrqernit part zra- lishyorsun. 

tsoutseq ! AT?IL. G'ashkhadiq khapel zis. 
Kurd. Dasthta helina ! Kurd. Ma khalatiindin t a  
Syriac. Maurim iaiithokh ! khwast. 

Syriac. Kibet t a  d-magheltetti. 
Put down your arms. 

Arabic. Irmi islahatek ( p l .  Irmii 
islahtekum). You are lying ! 

Persian. k\sl*ah rii-yi zamin bi- Arabic. Enta t i k a e b  'alGyi! 
euziir. Persian. Duriigh mi-gii'i ! 

Turkish. Gl~hin i  yQrt5 briiq. Turkish. Yaliin soilbyorsun ! 
Arm. Zenqernit var dreq. Ann. Soud g'khosiq !, g'sdeq 
Kurd. Chakkbta b5vQzha. Iiurd. Tii dr5u bir. 
Syriac. M&8lik chakkokh. Syriac. Kimdaglit. 
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You are a spy ! Take off your belt. 
Arabic. Enta jiisiis ! 	 Arabic. Pukk hizgmek. 

Persian, . Jssiisi ! Persian. Kamarband - i - khud - rt? 

Turkisl~Sbn jiisiis sin ! bar &rid. 

Arm. Lrdes eq ! Turkish. Qayishini chiqar. 

Kurd. Tu jgsiisi ! Arm. Qagetseq tzer kodin. 

Syriac. Gash6shaiwet ! Kurd. Pishtbta vaka (or kama-


rkta daina). 
Syriac. Shri shibiiqokh. 

If you behave you will be safe. 
Arabic. I&a meshit tayyib, 'alek 

amiin. 
Persian. Agar hi taur-i-ma'qlil 

You are under arrest. raftiir kuni, zarari bi-tii 
na-khiihad rasid. Ambic. Enta taht el-habs. 

Persian. Zir-i-tauqif hasti. Turkish. gy6r 6yi davranarsan 

Turkish.. Tahti tbvqifd6 sin. 	 qorqusuz ola bilirsin. 

Arm. Galanavor eq. Ar9n. Yethe kheloq genaq 

Kurd. Tu girti6. . anvdank g'mnaq. 
Kurd. 'Aqil bikaiitu khalgs biki. Syriac. K'grinnokh. Syriac. Hvi 'iiqil ii bedkhalsit. 

13. WOUNDSOR SICKNESS 
Do you feel better? What is the matter ? 

Arabic. KGfek ahsan ', Arabic. MG lak ? 
Persian. 	 h5 l - i - shumg  bihtar- Persia?". Chi (zarar) dgrid ? 


ast ? Turkish. NB viir ? 

Turklsk. KBndini daha eyi giiri- Ann. Ill& gu, ? Inch e 

yormisin ? badahadz ? 

Arm. Aveli 1av g'zkag artiog ? Kurd. Chi hays ? 

Kurd. Tu khwashtere ? Syriac. Mii ith ? . 

Syriac. Gal10 besh randaiwet ? 


Do you feel worse ? 
Arabic. KGfek arda ? 
Persian. &w%l -i-shumii badtar.. I am wounded. 

ast ? Arabic. Ana mtljr*. 

Turkish. KBndini daha fena Persian. Zakhin khurdeh-am. 


giiriyorrnisin ? Turkish. Yarali-im. 

Arm. Aveli vad g'zkag artiog ? Arm. Viravorvadz yem.

Kurd. Tu kharibter6 ? Kurd. Az brindirim. 

Syriac. Gallo besh khariibaiwet ? Syriac. Jr$aiwin. 
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Where are you wounded ? 

Arabic. Wen jurhek ? 
Persian. Zakhm-at kujiist ? 
Turkish. NkrQdB yaralisin ? 
Arm. Vor deghen viravorvadz 

eq ? 
Kurd. BrinQta lakii darkya ? 
Syriac. Aikaiwet jr$a ? 

In the knee, the foot. 
Arabic, Bi-rukbati, bi-rijfli. 

Persian. Dar ziinii, clar pii. 

Turkish. DizimdQn, ayaghimdan . 

Arm. Dzounges, vodqes. 

Kurd. La zhnii (or la zarzni), la 


p6. 

Syriac. Bg6 birkii, bg6 aqla. 


Keep quiet. 
Arabic. Iskut (don't talk), 1; 

tataharrak (don't move). 
Persian. Liideh biish. 
Turkish. Qirnildanma. 
Arm. Hantard getseq. 
Kurd. Niikh6va (don't talk), 

harakat naka (don't 
move). 

Syriac. Sht6q (don't talk), la 
d a r k i t  (don't move). 

You mustn't speak. 
Arabic. Lii tehaki. 

Persian. Na-biiyad Imrf hi-zanid. 

Turkis7~ Laqirdi Qtm6m6iisin. 

Arm. Bedq che khosiq. 

Kurd. Nakhbva. 

Syriac. La mabkit . 


Sit down, lie down. 
Arabic. Aq'ad (pl. uq'ndii). 

Persian. Bi-nishin, bi-khiih. 

Turkish. Otur, yat. 

Arm. Nsdetseq, barrgetseq. 

Kurd. Riina, riihat bistina or 


draizh biba. -

Syriac. ftii' irokh. 


Undress yourself. 
Arabic. Ishlah hudiimck. 
Persian. Rakht-i-khud-r5 bi-kan 

or lukht shau. 

Turkish. Soyun. 

Arm. Hanvet,seq. -. . 

Kurd. JilkQta beshalina. 

Syriac. Shl6kh jullokh. 


. .Give me water. 
Arabic. ACt,ini moi. 

Persian. Ab bi-dih. 

Turkish. Bana sii vkr. 

Arm. Chour dveq intz. ' ' 


Kurd. Av bida min. 

Syriac. Halli miiya. 


Here is water and brandy. 
Arabic. Hiifis moi wa-kunyiik. 
Persian. rnak, iib ii konyiik. 
Turkis7~ IshtB sana sii iI6 qonyiiq. 
Arm. Aha chour yev coniac. 
Kurd. Avii Ev iikonyiik. 
Syriac. HG mZya ii k6nyiik. , 

- .  
Give me a bandage. 

Arabic. A'tini rabiitah. 

Persian. 'Isiibe-yi bi-man bi-dih. 

Ttcrkis7~ Buna bir yara sarghisi 


vQ. 

Arm. Viragab dveq intz. 

Kurd. Y5ta b6 min bina. 

Syiac. - Halli k h g a  pasta. 
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Help me with the bandaging. 
Arabic. Sii'id-ni bir-rabiitah. 
Persian, Dar 'igiibeh ba.stan mar5 

y5mari kun. 
' Turkish. Ba,na sarghiyi sarmaqda 

yardim kt. 
Arm. Oknetseq intz viraga-

poutriamy. 
Kurd. Lashadiindink hiirkmin 

wara. 
Syriac. 'Onni b-@&rtt. 

Go to the Doctor and tell hi to come at 
once. 
Arabic. Ruh lil-1)akim wa-qul-

luh yiji bil-'ajel. 
Persian. Hakim-rii bi-gii ziid bi- 

yiiyad. 
Turkish. Hekime git soil6 ki 

shim& buraya g?lsin. 
Arm. Knatseq pzhishg~n yev 

asatseq anmicha bes ka. 
Kurd. Harra nik hakim iib6zha 

bGwi da z6 bt. 

Syriac. Si I-gkbe d-hakim Grn6rd 


d-5th@ qaliila. 


Good night, madam. 
Arabic. 11-Alllih bi-khEr yii sitt. 
Persian. Shab-i-shun5 bi-khair, 

khiinam. 
Turkish. GQj6niz khair olsun, 

hanem effendi. 
Arm. Pari kisher, digin. 
Iiurd. 

Syrdac. Piish b-shayna khanam. 


.Take this medicine. 
Arabic. Kh6d ishrab ed-daw5. 
Persia?a. In dgrfi-ri bi-khur, 
Turkish. Shu 'il5ji ich. 
A ~ .  Arreg ays teghn. 
Kurd. Vi darmZn bestina. 
Syriac, S h q ~ l  darmgna. 

Take this man to hospital. 
Arabic. Waddi her-rijiil lil-khas- 

t'akhznah. 
Pcrsiat2. i n  mard-ri7 bi mariz-

kh5neh hi-bar. 
Turkish. Biinkf6ri khasta-kh5nky6 

gotiir. 
Arm. Hivarilanots dareg ays 

martn. 
lizlrd. Vi m6r Iakhastakhgna 

biberra. 
Syriac. Naubil a& ngsha Ikhas- 

takhgna. 

Good morning, madam. 
Arabic. Vabiih m-Alliih bi-khGr, 

y5 sitt. 
Persian. Subh-i-shumii hi-khair. 
Turkish. Sabiihiniz khair olsun, 

hanem eff 6ndi. 
Anla. Pari luys, digin. 
Kurd. Subahi bkhair. 
Syrias. Shlama khanam. 
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Good morning, Sir. 
Arabic. Sabiih m-Alliih bi-khGr, 

effendi. 
Persian. Xubh-i-shumii bi-khair . 
Turkish. Sabiihiniz khair olsun, 

eff Andim. 
Arm. Pari luys, baron. 
Kurd. Subahi bkhair ! 
Syriac. Shlama lukh effendi. 

How are you? 
Ara.%c. 8hl6n k6fek ', 

Persia?~.&wEJ-i-shumi?, chi taur- 


ast ? 

Turkish. Nasl siniz ? 

Arm. Inchbes eq ? 

Kurd. Kaifiita chiiwaya ? 

Syrinc. DQkh iwet ? 


I am sorry. 
Arabic. Ana mute'essif. 

Persiar~. Afsiis mi-khuram. 

Turkish. Yaziq. 

Arm. G'tsavim. 

Kurd. Az khaminim. 

Syriac. Kimasfin. 


What is the news 3 
Arabic. Esh el-khabr ? 

Persian. Chi khabar-a.st ? 

Turkish. NQkhaber vZr ? 

Arm. Inch lour ga ? 

Kurd. Chi khabar haya ? 

Syriac. BIG khabra ith ? 


Do you know English ? 

dmbic.  Ta'rif angl6zi ? 

Persian. Inglisi-rii mi-diinid ? 

Turkish. Ingilizj6 bilirmisiniz ? 

Arm Anglieren kideq ? 

Kurd. Tu inglisi z5ni ? 
Syriac. Gallo kya&'et ingiisi ? 

Speak slowly. 
Arabic. Ehki yaw5sh. 

I-'ersia)z. Yawiish harf zan. 

Turkish. Yaviish soil&. 

Arm. Gamats khosetseq. 

Kurd. Yawgsh bdchQva. 

h'yriac. Mahki b-nikhiitha. 


There is a fire. 
Arabic. &kfi niir. 
Persian. Atash dgrad. 
Turkish. AtQsh v5r burda. 

Arfn. Grag ga. 

Kurd. Agir haya. 

Syriao. fth niira. 


Impossible, 
Arabic. 31fi mumkin. 

Persian. 1\/1&51, ghair-i-mumkin. 

Turkish. Olmaz. 

Arm. Angareli. 

Kurd. Nii mumkina (or niibit). 

Syriac. Ghair mumkin (or la 


bariiya). 
Please come in ; sit down ! 

9rabic. Tafadhdhal udkhul ; 
uq'ud ! 

Persian. Bi-farmii'id ;bi-nishinid ! 
Turkish. Buyurun ; oturun ! 
A . Hajetseq ners ; nsdetseq! 

h'urd. Wara ; riina ! 

Sy'riac. Tafarlhtlhal hayyo ; itii! 


God grant it ! 

Arabic. Irish6 Alliih ! 

Persian. Khudii kunzd! In  


sha'lliih ! 
Turkish. Inshalliih ! 
4 Asdvadz da ! Amen! 
Kurd. Khuzzi, ishallah ! 
Syriac. Khuzzi, in shii allah! 
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It is true, Please. 

Arabic. ,Sa$$. 

Persian. R.Zst ast. 

Turkish. Doghru dir. 

Arm. Jisht e. 

Kurd. Riista. 

Syriac. Tamiim. 


What are your wishes ? 

Arabic. Esh khiitirek ? 

Persian. Chi mi-khiihid ? 

Turkisl~.N6 isthrsiniz ? 

Arm. Inch e tzer papakn ? 

Kurd. Ta chi tvet (ordkhmiizi)? 

Syriac. Mii kibet ? 


Thank God ! I am weI1. 

Arabic. El-l~nmdu lilliih (or El-
hamdillah), ana bi-
khgr ! 

Persiutl. Al-Ilamdu lilliih, ahwiil- 

am khiib-ast ! 


Turkish. Al-hamdu lilliih, eyi yim! 

Arm. Parrq, Asdoudzo, lav 


yem ! 
Kurd. S h ~ h rlakhudb? az sii-

khim ! 
Syriac. Kshakrin Blaha, siikh 

iwin ! 

You are welcome. 

Arab,ic. Marhaba ; ehlen wa-seh-
len. 

Persian. Khush iiinadid. 
Turkish. Khosh ghldiniz ! Safi 

g6ldiniz ! 
Arnt. -Parov yegaq. 
.Kurd. Marhaba ! t u  khwash 

hiiti. 

Syriac. IIarbaba ! 


Arabic. Tafadhdhal. (See Vocab.) 

Persian. Lutfan. 

Turkish. K6rhrn Bt. 

Arm. Hajetseq, khntrem. 

Kurd. Bkhairhta. 

Syriac. Min f a a l  diyokh. 


Thank you. 
Arabic. DiIimniin or kethther 

khairek. 
-	 Persian. Iltifiit-i-shumii ziyiid. . 

Turkish. Thshhkkiir Qdhrim. 
Arm. Shnorhagal yem tzez. 
Kurd. Blin zhta minata. 
Syriac. Minta minnokh (or 

kshakrennokh). 

Do you understand 3 
Arabic. Tifham ? 

Per.sian. AyZ, fahmidi ? 

Turkish. Anladin mi ? 

Arm. G' hasgnaq ? 

Kurd. Tu fahm deki ? 

Syriac. Gallo kfahmit ? , 


I don't understand. 
Arabic. Ana mii iftahim. 

Persian. Nami-fa hmam. 

Turkish. Anlamam. 

AWL. Chem hasgnar. 

Kurd Az fahm nakim. 

Syriac. Lak fahmin. . 


All right. 
Arabic. T ayyib. 

Persian. Kha,ili khiib. 

l'urkish. P6k 'ala, p6k eyi. 

Am&. Shad lav ! 

Kurd. Chiika (or qanja). 

Sym'ac. Randa. 
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There is no news. 
Arabic. Jiiikii khabr. 
Persian. Khabari nist. 
Turkish. Khaber yoq. 
Arm. Lour ch'ga. 
Kurd. Chii khabar nina. 
Syriac. Laith chii khabra. 

How do you know ? 
Ambic. Shl6n t.a6rif ? , 

Persian. Az kujii mi-diinid ? 
Turkish. Nasl bilirsiniz ? 
Arm. 

Kurd. 

Syriac. 


~t is false. 
Arabic, 
Persian: 
Turkish. 
Arm. 
Kurd. 
Syriac. 

I am glad. 
Arabic. 
Persian. 
Turkisib. 
Arm. 
Kurd. 
Sy r ia .  

Possible. 
Arabic. 
Persiatt,. 
Turkish. 
Arm. 
Kurd. 
Syriac. 

Inchbes kideq ? inchen 
kideq ? 

Tu chiiwa (orkusii) tziini ? 
Miu aika kya&-et ? 

Mii s a h 3  or ki&b. 

Duriigh-ast. 

Yal8n dir. 

Skhal e, soud e .  

Drawa. 

Duglail6 ! 


El-hamdu !illZh. 

Khush-am mi-yiiyad. 

M6mniin urn. 

Ourakh yem, koh yem. 

Az khwashim. , . 


Pg-aaiwin. 


Mumkin. 

Mumkin. 

Mumkin, olabilir. 

Gareli. 

Mumkina (or dbit). 

Mumkin (orkbzrk). 


Rain threatens. 
Arabic. Ed-dunya mattzrah. 

Persian. Diirad bzriin bi-biirad. 

Turkish. Yaghmur yaghajaq gibi 

Arm. Antzrev g'sbarrna. 

Kurd. Dunyii b5rBna. 

Syriac. Duny6 mitranithaila. 


It is moonlight. 
Arabic. Ed-dunya niir qamar. 

Persian. Mahtiib-ast. 

Tur7cish. Mahitsb havgsi vSr. 

Arm. Lousnga c, lousniag 


kisher e. 

Kurd. RGzhniihiQ haiva. 
Syriac. B6hra.d-s6raile. 

How old are you 3 
Arabic. Kam senah 'umrak ? 
Persian. Chand siilagi d8rid ? 
Turkish. Qach yashinda sin ? 
Arm. 
Kurd. 

Syriac. 

I must go. 
Arabic. 
Persian. 
Turkish. 
Arm. 

Kurd. 
Syriac. 

Qani daregan eq ? 
'UmrBta chanda ? (or ta 

chand siil haya ?) 
KrnailB 'umr diyokh ? 

Liizim a r a .  

Biiyad bi-rawam 

Gitm61iyim. 

Yertalou yem, bardim 

yertal. 

Liizima ax d6chem. 
Liizim ta d-ziili. 

Is he at home ? 

Arabic. Hfia bil-bEt ? 
Persian. Dar khiine-ast ? 
Turkis7~.&dB mi dir ? 
Arm. Dann e artioq ? 
Kurd. Au lmiila ? 
Syriac. B-go baithail6 ? 
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Who is it 3 
Arabic. Menii ? 

Persial-t. Kist ? 

TurlGish. Kim dir ? 

Arm. I)v e ? 

Kurd- Au kiii ? 

Syriac. MadB?  


Let him enter. 
Arabic. Khalli- yidkhul. 

Persian. Biyiiyad. 

Turkish. Buyursun. 

Arm. Ners thogh ka. 

Kurd. Bill bbt. 

Syriac. Shud lwer. 


Does the water boil 3 
Arabic. El-nzoi teghli ? 
Persian. Ab j L h  mi-khurad ? 
Turkish. Sii qainayor mu ? 

shallah. 
Yertaq parov. 

Az jiirak di t l  debinim. 

Bidkhazinnokh gaha 


khirta. 

Pleasant journey. 
Arabic. Ma'a 's-sel6mah. 

Persian. Fi amiin illiih. 

Turkish. SBlamBtlb, oghurlar-ol- 


sun. 
Arm. Pari janportoutiun. 
Kurd. SafarBta pir6z bit. 
Syriac. Safar diyokh h5wB br-&ha. 

Of course. 
Arabic. Ma'liim or helbet. 

Persian. blbatteh. 

Turkish. ElbBttB. 

Arm. Anshousht. 


. 	Kurd. Mii'lum. 

Syriac. Rla'liim. 


Please tell me. 
Arabic. Tafadhdhal qul-Ii. 
Persian. Lutfan marii bi-gii. 
Turkish. Rija Bdhrim ban: soil6. 
Arm. Khntrem aseq intz. 
Kurd. Zhkarambta, khsbar beda 

min. 
Syriac, Kmarjin minnokh, 

makhbhri. 

What did you say 3 
Arabic. Bsh qul t?  

Persian. Chi guftid ? 

Turkish. NB dBdiniz ? 

Arm. Inch usiq ? inch asetsiq ? 

Kurd. Ta chi get ? 

Syriac. Mii mBrokh? 


What did he say? 
Arabic. Eshqiil? 

Persian. Chi guft ? 

Turkish. NB dbdi ? 

4 . Inch usav, inch wets ? 

Kzdrd. Chi g6t ? 

Syrinc. Mii im6r6 ? 


Arm. 
Kurd. 
Syriac. 

Good-bye. 
Arabic. 

Persian. 
Turkish. 
Arm. . 
Kurd. 
Syriac. 

Au revoir. 
Arabic. 

Persian. 

Chourn g'erra artioq ? 
Av kul bii ?' 

Gallo miiya birthlkhai-
,. lai ? 

Auda'niikum or E'i amiin 
Alliih (see Vocab.). 

Khudl hiifiz. 
Alliiha ismarladiq. 
Mnaq parov. 
Bkhiitirlta. 
Pbsh bi-sh1Qma. 

Inshalliih neshiifek 'an 
qarib. 

Diibsreh shum5-rii k h k  
him did. 

Turkish. Yaqinda goriishuruz in- 

A . 
Kurd. 
Syriac. 
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Excuse me. You are mistaken. ' 

Arabic. El-'afu. . Arabic. Enta ghaltiin. 
Persian. Bi-bakhshid. Persian. K hatZ kardid. 
Turkish. 'Afv 6dQsiniz. Turkish. Yanlishiniz v5r. 
Arm. Neretseq. Arm. G'skhaliq. 
Kurd. Giizin naka. Kurd. Tu kha1at.l. 
Syriac. Al-'afti (or In a u a i t  g5- Syriac. Gheltaiwet. 

zin). 

No matter. 
Arabic. 11%yukhiilif. 
Persian. 'Aibi na diirad. 
Turkish. Zarar yoq. 
Arm. Hok che. 
Ilurd. BilG bit. 
Syriac. Shud h5wB (or 1ii bEsj 





Antabah, 127 
Ab-i-Beliistlbllcl, 272 
Ab-i-Diz : see Diz R. 
Ab-i-Gargar, 28, 272,385 
Ab-i-Ramuz, 28 
Ab-i-Sard, 258 
Ab-i-Shatait, 28, 272 
Ab-i-Tirada, 259 
'Abbrtdsn, 230,249 
'Abbadin I., 293 
'Abhls, Shah of Persia, 

80 
'Abbls, tomb of, 1 2 d  
Abbasid Caliphs, 78, 79 
Abdi Resho, 134 
Abdnl Hamid 11,81,S2, 

138, 148, 190, 193 
Abgungi, 260, 272 
Abu Bekr, Caliph, 76 
Abu Dibis basin, 15, 157 
Abu Ghoreib canal, 159, 

163 
Abu Jir, 61 
Abu Kemal, 266 
Abu Mahau, 284 
Abu Qir : see Abu J i r  
Abu Quba'i, 286 
Abu Qubbelr, 262 
ALu Snrkul, 230 
Abu Sifweh, 167 
Abul Hiran, 261 
Abul Qasim, tomb of, 125 
Abyssinia, 31 
Ac1i:rreli (knza), 140 
~Adana, 254 
'Adheim R., 17, 23, 157 
Adiaman, 254 
'Adwan (tribe;, 10.3 
Afadleh (tribe), 105 
Afaj, 270 
Afghans in  &fesopotamia, 

118 

INDEX 

I Afrnsiiib, Baghdad noble, 
81 


Africa : trade, 227 

Ageyl (tribe), 222 

Agriculture, 169-182 

Aliwiiz? 185 


admitristration, 150 
, con~munications. 

249, 2.50, 259, 267, 
271, 28.5, 293 

caltiration, 172,176 
minerals, 50 
physical geography, 

12, 28 
population, 91 
trade, 202, 205 
weights, 243 

'Ain el-Awasil, 61 
'Ain el-Ghazill, 253 
'Ain'tiib, 31, 32, 251 
Ajaimi Ibn Sn'adun, 82 
Akaba, 267 
Akhlat, 294 
dkkad,  71 

' A1 BCI Fntlah (tribe), 101 
a A1 Bii Hleyhil (tribe), 

105 
&l Bii Kemal (kaza), 140 
A1 Bii Iiemal (tribe), 

105 
A1 Bii Nohammed(tribe), 

I A1 Bii 31ueyt (tribe), 
lo.? 

A1Io1
Bu Sultiin (tribe), 101 

Alashgird, 294 
Alllistan, 254, 255 
Aldnki (tribe), 117 
Aleppo, 81,219,232,926, 

1 250-254,266, 274, 294 
Aleppo (vilnyet), 10, 139 / -1lesander the  Great, 74, 

1 76, Alexnndretta, 266 

'Ali, 7S, 123, 124,135 
'Ali, tomb of, 125 
Allah. 135 
Altun Kiiprii : 

commuoications, 
253, 2-57, 274, 276, 
287, 293 

cultivntion, 174 
pllysicnl geography, 

23 
population, 92, 98 

Aliis, 17 
Amadiyeh, 23 

communications, 
236,275 

population, 93 
Amanus, 254 
Amara, 13, 24, 87, 149 

administration, 147 
cornmunications, 

348, 263,269, 270, 
272, 281, 282,293 

cultivation, 171,176 
diseases, 67 
Fygiene, 68 
~nclusiry, 227, 231 
population, 90 

Amara (knzn), 141 
Amnra (snnjaq), 141 
Amarat (tribej, 102, 104, 

184 
America : trncle, 195, 

212, 214, 224, 225 
Aminiyelr, 271, 272 
Anzlak, 148 
Aniifijeh (tribe), 103 ' 
Anali, 17 

communications, 
250, 266, 274,286, 
391 

cultivation, 173,179. 
181,153 

minerals, 60 
population, 93 



INDEX 


Annh (snnjaq), 141 
Anatolia, 11,131, 293 
Anatolia, plateau of, 10 
Anazeh (tribe), 80, 103- 

104, 183, 184 
Aneizeh, 260 
Anglo-Persian Oil Co., 

56, 59, 85, 196, 210,. 
212,229, 230, 293 

Angora, 255,293 
Animals, domestic, 182 
Animals, transport, 378 
Anta : see 'Nta 
Antwerp : trade, 218 
Aq Su valley, 254 
'Aqarqfif, L., 13, 81 
Aqreh (kaza), 140 
'Arab PunIr,  262, 263 
Arabia, 218, 269 
Arabian Desert, 9, 10: 

15, 29, 56, 70 
Amhistan, 10, 13, 28, 29 

administration, 150 
communications, 

249, 267 
cultivation, 169,' 174 
fauna, 62 
flora, 64 
history, 83, 85 
measures, 843, 245 
minerals, 56, 59, 61 
population, 87, 90 
river transport, 290 
road conlmunica-

tions, 271 
trade, 202, 207, 208, 

211-213, 215-220, 
222, 225 

weights, 241 
Arabistan plains, 11, 12, 

28,29 
Arabs, 25, 76, 77, 80-82, 

90-206, 170, 171, 184, 
198, 227 

Arndeb, 262 
Arccdhi Saniyeh, 148 
Aramaic horde, inva-

sion of ~ a b ~ l o n i ~by, 

Archag, 294 
Ardelan (province), 23 
Arghana, 145 
Arghann (kaza), 140 
Arghnn:i (snn jag), 140 

Arghana Ma'den, 15S, 
229, 265 

Arghana Pass, 9, 11, 21, 
255, 274 

Arghana Su, 22 
Arkamiyuh, 262 
Armenia : 

ndminist,ration, 137 
climate, 30 
communications, 

256 
history, 73, 75 
physical geography, 

24 
religion, 131 

~ r m e n i a n  plateau, 10, 
22, 23 

Armenian Protestants, 
131 

Armenian Uniate 
Church, 131 

Arnlenians i n  Mesopo-
tamia, 88, 98, 115,131, 
206 

Artswiyeh, 260 
Ashar, 8s 
Ashar creek, 67 
'Ashshlr, 261 
Asi, 104 
Asia Minor : 

climate, 30 
history, 71-74 
trade: 232 

Asia Minor plateau, 38 
Asia, S., 11 
Asiatic Churches, 128 
'Assaf (tribe), 105 
Assyria, 69-73 
Assyrians, 72, 73 
Atmanikan (tribe), 113 
Aun, tomb of, 125 
Aupaf, 125 
Australia : trade, 214 
Austrk-Hungary :trade, 

202, 203, 208, 209, 
211-214, 219, 221, 225 

Avineh (kaza), 140 
Avroman D&gh, 10, 19 
Ayeiz (tribe), 187 
Ayiln el-Qasim, '360, 

261 
Azair, 149 
Aziziyeh, BS ., 

Aziziyeh (kaza), 141 

B l b  et-Tilism, 58 . 
Babn Chichek, 257, 276 
Babylon, 31, 34-41, 44- 

55, 69, 71, 53, 74 
Babylonia, 69-77 
Babylonians, 73 
Baghcheh, 266 
Baghdad, 10, 11, 34-26, 

153, 186 
administration, 137, 

143, 147-140 
climate, 31, 34-37, 

89-42, 44-55. 
communications, 11, 

248-258, 263-266, 
268-371, 274, 278, 
280-282, 287, 293 

cultivation, 172,179 
cnrrency, 233 
diseases, 67 
fauna, 62 
flora, 61 
history, 69, 78, 80 
hygiene, 66, 67, 68 
industry, 227, 328, 

231 
irrigation, 157, 160, 

165, 167 
measures, 243, 244 
minerals, 58 
population, 89 
religion,128,131-133 
trade, 195-197, 200, 

307-212, 216, 219, 
220,222,223, 225 

weight,^, 237 
Baghdad (sanjaq), 141 
Baghdad (vilayet), 10 

administration, 83, 
141 

cultivation, 140 
trade, 218 

Eag>d:~cl Rail way, 82, 
80, 86, 92, 196, 200, 
.210,251, 254,262, 264, 
265, 267, 274, 294 

Eahm&n Shir, BS, 285 
Eahr-i-Nejef, 158, 264 
Bahr-i-Shiniifiyeh, l5S, 

172, 176,248,282,283 
Bahrein, 31, 44-61, 54- 

55, 393 

72 



Bajlan (tribe), 111 
Bajman (tribe), 118 
BakhtiyBri (tribe), 83, 

107, 151 
Bakhtiysri country, 10, 

28 
flora, 64 
pop.ulation, 87, 91 
trade. 225 

~ a k h t i ~ d iMts., 14, 28? 
57.259.272 

~ a k i a h ,191 
Bakura (tribe), 117 
Baliki (tribe), 112 
Bamu range. 19 . 
Banat el-Hasan shrine, 

125 

Bandar 'AbhBs, 267 
Bandar Dilam, 29,259,271 
Bandar Ma'shur, 242, 

259, 272 
Baneh, 257, 258, 274 
Baptists, 133 
Baqqnrah (tribe), 80,105 
Bgqiibeh, 88. YO, 172,269, 

271,278, 284, 293 
Baradost (tribe), 112 
Blsh  Qxl'ah, 57, 58, 61, 

93, 256, 275, 294 
Basra, 12, 13  

administration, 147, 
149 ' 

climate, 31, 35-42, 
44-55 

communicat~ions, 
247-249, 260, 261, 
263-265, 267,269, 
280,295 

currency, 233 
history, 76, 81 
hygiene, 66, 67, 68 .  
industry, 228, 231, 

232 
irrigation, 154, 158, 

166 
measures, 243,245 
population, 88, 89 
religion, 125, 128 
trade, 195, 200, 205, 

207, 209-213, 215-
217, 221-225 

weights, 289 

INDEX 

Basra (kaza), 141 
Basra (sanjaq), 141 
Basra (vilayet), 10 

administration, 141, 
143, 145, 147 ' 

cultivation, 82, 177, 
181, 190 

trade, 199 
Batman bridge, 255, 276 
Batman Koprii : see Bat-

man bridge 
Batman Su, 23, 256, 287 
Bswiyeh (tribe), 102 
Bayazid, 204 
Baziyiin (Chemchemal) 

(kaza), 141 
Bazuft R., 259, 272 
Bedawis, 76, 98, 99, 170 
Bedrah : 

administration, 147 
communications, 

270, 298 
population, 90 
sanitation, 68 

Bedrbh (kaza), 141 
Behbehqn, 29 

administration, 152 
cornmunications, 

259, 271, 272,'293 
population, 87, 90 

Behtehan district, 28 
Behbehan plain, 10, 12, 

29. 172 
~ e i r h ,266, 267 
Boit Sa'ad (tribe), 103 
Beled, 12, 167, 263, 203 
Beled Ruz, 58, 90 
Beled Ruz canal, 167 
Beled Sinjar :. 

. administration, 139 
communications, 

253 
cultivation, 173 
minerals, 60 
population, 94 

Belgrade, 137 
Belgium : tmde, 204,208, 

210, 212 
Belikh R., 16, 22, 155, 

274 
Belikh valley, 92, 174 
Belveren, 254 
Beni Ajil (tribe), 101 
Beni Hnsan (tribe), 101 

545 

Beni Huchaim (tribe), 
101 

Beni Humaid (tribe), 101 
Beni Ismail, 259 
Beni ~ h a i h a n  (tribe), 

101 
Beni L6m (tribe),80,101, 

103, 151, 184,187 
Beni MBlik (tribe), 100 
Beni Rabiah (tribe), 101 
Beni Rikab (tribe), 101 
Beni Sa'ad (tribe), 151 
Ueni S5leh (tribe). 103 
Beni ~ a m i &(tribb;), 105, 

222 
Beni Tnrtif (tribe), 103 
Beni Wais (tribe), 106 
Beraziyeh (tribe), 114 
Bergri, 291 
Berzan (tribe), 112 
Bevara, 58 
Bijar, 257 . 
Bilbas (tribe), 112 
Bir Beleghbiyeh, 261 
Bir Samit, 261 
Bir Zerud, 261 
Birijik, 9 

communications, 
251, 252, 254,251, 
286, 294 

industry, 228 
population, 92 

Birket Ashabah, 261 
Birket el-Jumeimeh, 261 
Birket ez-Zelmlah, 261 
Bitaireh, 149 
Bitlis, 9 

communications, 
255,256, 275, 294 

minerals, 61 
pupulntion, 93 

'Bitlis (vilayet), 10 
administration, 133 
religion, 128 

Bitlis Pass, 21, 255 
Bitlis R. : see Bitlis Su 
Bitlis Su, 19, 20 
Biyat (tribe), 105 
Bogheileh, 149. 270 
Bohtan, .256, 287 
Bohtan R., 19, '23 
Bohtan valley, 57, 58 
Bombay : trade, 214,215, 

223 



INDEX 


Bornzjun, 293 
Horeidah, 259-261 
Boundaries, 9 
Bridges, 263, 270, 272, 

275 
Biibayan I., 29 
Bulgarians, 136 
Burujird, 28 
Bushire, 29, 31, 44-51, 

54, 55,259, 293 

Cairo, 267 
Caliphate, 135, 136, 158 
Camels, 182 
Campiala, 205 
Cattle, 187 
Chabakchur plain, 255, 

256,275 
Chahala : see JehHleh 
Clialdaeans in  Mesopo-

tamia, 72, 114, 132 
Challiq, 191 
Cham es-Sabi, 273 
Channel, New (Euphra- 

tes), 26 
Channel, Old (Euphra- 

tes), 26 
Chemchemal, 294 
Cherdagh, 180 
Chermuk, 256, 275 
Chermuk (kaza), 140 
Chenad, 160, 175 
Chesney, 291 
Chiali Surkh, 60, 230 
China : trade, 204, 212, 

214 
Chrktian sects, 128 
Cl~ristinnity i n  Mesopo- 

tamia, 75 
Chubeish bar, 282 
Cllunkuuh, 255, 276 
Circassians i n  Mesopo-

tamia, 118 
Climate, 30 
Code NapolBon, 147 
Cominunications, 247 
Congregationalists, 133 
Constantinople, 11 

trade, 222, 225 
Council of Chalcedon, 

180 

Council of Ephesus, 129, 
130 

Cromer, Lord, 139 
Crops, 176 
Crusaders, 79 
Ctesiphon, 69, 75, 76, 

164 
Cultivation, 11, 17, 18, 

169 
Cuneiform writing, 69 
Currency, 233 . 
Customs (revenue), 147 
Cyrus the  Great, 73 

Daim, 191 

Da'irat es-Saniyeh, 148, 


151 
Dall81, 260 
Dalpnrri, 60 . 
Damascus : 

administration, 137 
communications, 

251, 253, 266, 267 
history, 76, 78 
trade, 222, 225 

Daniel, tomb of, 134 
Dhr-i-Khazineh, 250,271, 

285 
Darb Sclmdn, 261 
Darb Zobeideh, 261 -
Dargah Hazrat Husein, 

124 
Daiidiyeh (tribe), 111 
Docha Suweij, 284 
Defterdar, 137 
Deh B a a ,  258, 272 
Deh LurBn, 60,272 
Deh Mulla, 259, 271 
Deir ez-Zor, 17, 275 

communications, 
250, 251,253,266, 
267, 275,294 

cultivation, 173 
histury, 81 
minerals, 59, 60, 61 
population, 94 

Deir ez-Zor (kaza), 140 
Delli 'Abbiis, 12, 17, 265, 

269 
Demir Kapu KIiHn, 253, 

264, 274 

Derbend. 257 

Derek (kaza), 140 
Dersim, 223 
Desht-i-Keri, 257 
Dhafir (tribe), 102 
Diarbekr, 20, 22, 184, 

185, 186 
adrninis ration, 148 
climate, 31-34, 44-

51,54, 55 
. communications, 

11, 252, 255, 256, 
263, 265, 274,275, 
286,293,294 

cultivation, 173 
history, 75 
industry, 227-229 
measures, 243 
minerals, 57, 59 
population, 92 
religion, 133 
trade, 196, 197, 202, 

207, 209-212, 216, 
218, 219, 221-225 

weights, 241 
Diarbekr (kaza), 140 
Diarbekr (sanjaq), 140 
Diarbekr (vilayet), 10, 

185, 186 
administration, 140 
cultivation, 176, 152 
population, 88 
religion, 128 
trade, 217, 220, 223, 

225 
Diarbekr plain, 16, 10, 

20, 64, 91 
Dibeneh Su, 22 
Dighareh canal, 160,178 
Dilaim (tribe), 103 -
Dileim (kaza), 141 
Dilman, 294 
Diseases, 65, 67 
Distance, 244 
Diwhniyeh, 26,184,270 

cultivation, 172 
flora, 64 
industry, 232 
irrigation, 153, 157 
population, 90 

Diwaniyeh (kaza), 141 
Diwsniyeh (sanjaq), 141 
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Diygleh R., 23, 24, 149 
, bridges, 271 

cultivi~tion, 174,176, 
182 

irrigw tion, 157, 159, 
160, 167 

minerals, 60 
navigatio~t, 284 
ph ysical geography, 

23, 24 
Diz R., 14, 28, 272, 273, 

285 

Dizeh district, 57 -

Dizfiil, 12, 28, 185, 186 


administration, 151 
commanications. 

cultiv;ttion, 172,176, 
179 

history, 83  
trade, 220 
weights, 342 -

Dizfil plairi, 170,178,181 
Doltuk (kazii), 140 
Dol~uk district, 57, 58 
Domiliican Mission, 130, 

132 
Donkeys, 186 
DCsdiyt.h (tribe), 111 
Dii PulAn, 259, 272 
Dujeil canal, 149, 157, 

167 

Dukhtar, 258 

Diivizdell Imam,  272 


East Syrian Church, 129 
Echmiadsin: 131 
Edehsp (Urfeh), 79 
Education, 119 
Egil, 229 
Egypt, 31, 41, 73, 202, 

204, 214, 223-225 

El-Ashka~., 58 

El-Baj, 264, 265 

El- IIdejd, 58 

El-Hacllir, 60, 61 

El-HitmmA~n, 286 

El-Medi~lch, 179 

El-Qaim, 157 


"lslu~~l,70, 71, 73 

Eluz, 173 


Emigration and Im-
migration, 95 

Erbil: . 
communications, 

253, 257, 265, 274, 
275, 293, 294 

cultivation, 170 
history, 74 
population, 92, 93 

Erbil (kaza), 140 
Erbil pli~in, 18, 172 
Ernii, 256 
Erzerurn, 137, 223, 224, 

255, 236, 275, 294 
Erzerum, Treaty of, 83 
Erzingan, 255, 294 
Eski Kelek, 276 
Euphrates R., 9-13, 17, 

20 
bridges, 270, 275 
commu~~ications, 

255, 256, 263, 264, 
269 

flora, 64 
histoly, 72. 74, 81 
irrigation, 149. 153, 

154, 157, 159, 161, 
16-5, 166 

navigation, 27, 86, 
282,286 

pl~yaicitl geography, 
21-25 

Euphrates valley : 
climate, 30, 32, 33, 

42 
corn tnnnications, 

250, 254, 266, 274, 
294 

cultivation, 171,176, 
178, 192, 193 

minerals, 59-61 
pliysic~l geography, 

21 
population, 88, 89, 

92 
Europe, 11,195, 224 
Europet~ns in  Mesopo-

tamia, 118 
Exports, 214 
Kynlet, 137 
Ezekiel, tomb of, 127, 

134, 135 
Ezra, tomb of, 24, 27, 

134, 335, 280 

Faili Lurs (tribe), 108 
FBo, 9, 68, 249, 293 . 

F,io (kazaj, 141 
Faridan, 28 - - -

Faris, 104 
Farqin, 94, 255, 294 
Fars, 152 
Fauna, 62 
Fayd, 158 
Fed'an (tribe), 104, 184 
Feishkllabiir, 253, 275 
Fellll~iyeh: 

adlninistr:~tion, 150 
communications, 

. 259, 286 
cultivation, 172,175, 

178, 179 
population, 90 
weights, 242 

Fell,?l~igell district, 28 
Fell;il~iyett-blPrid 

canal, 28 
Felliijeh, 25,26, 153,165, 

250, 251, 254,266,267, 
270,274,282,284,294 . 

Ferhan, 104 
Fethah gorge, 17, 60, 61 
Flora, 63 
France : trade, 202, 204, 

209, 212,213,218-221, 
224, 225 

Frat Su :see Qnra R. 
French language in 

Mesopotamia, 119 

G 
Qnnd, 28 
Gaotts, 135 
Gavdan (tribe), 113 
Gerger, 268 
Germans in  Turkey, 138 
Germany : 

interests in  Mesopo- 
tamia. 85 

trade, 199, 202, 205: 
20s-210. 212, 213, 
216-222, 224, 223 

Ghubbith. 261 
Giaour Dsgh, 11 
Gipsies (NO\v nr) i n  Meso-

potamia, :1S 
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Girdamamik, 275 
Girdi (tribe), 111 
Giru-i-Sheikh Pass, 257 
Goats, 187 
Gojar (Nus Tel), 262 
Goyan (tribe), 113 
Grand Vizier, 137 
Great Britain : 

interests in  Mesopo- 
tamia, 84 

trade, 199, 202, 203, 
208-214, 217-221, 
224,22$, 229 . 

Great Swamp, 158 
Greek community, 136 
Gregorian Church, 129, 

131 
Gudar-i-Sulatek: see Pul-

i-Shii1ii 
Galambar, 294 
Gulambar (kaza), 141 
Gulraman, 58 
Gurln (tribe), 111 
Gurmat 'Ali, 22, 26, 166, 

271, 283 

Hababa (tribe), 117 
Habbiiniyeh basin, 15 
Habbiiniyeh canal, 159 
Habbiiniyeh escape, 161 
Hadidiyin (tribe), 105 
Hadiseh, 17,173, 286 
Hadrian, 75 
Hafnr, 260.261 
Haft Lange(tribe), 107 
Hai, I72 
Hai  (kaza), 141 
Haidar Pasha, 264 , 

Haith, 867 
Hl'il, 259, 261 
Haini, 256, 275 
IIaji  'Ali, 287 
H:lji Qarah, 68 
Hqj, 123, 260, 261 
Hakkiari (tribes), 88 
Halebjeh, 57, 258, 274 
Haleibeh, 260 
Hama, 21, 266 
Hamad: seeSyrian Desert 
Hamadan, 257 
Hamawand Kurds, 82, 

111 

Hamburg: trade, 211, 
218, 221 

Hamburg-Amerika line, 
195, 205 

Hamdanids, 79 
Hamidiyeh, 82 
Hamidiyeh canal, 148 
Hammum 'Ali, 60, 61 
HammBr,L.,166,288-284 
Hammurabi, Babylonian 

king, 71, 72 
Hamo Sharo, 117 
Hamrin hills, 60, 157, 

284 
Hamznh, tomb of, 125 
Hannfi sect, 146 
Haqiqeh, 282 
Harbol, 67 
Hnrjano, 203 
Harriin, 20, 173, 174, 

177, 181, 265, 274 
Hartoshi (tribe), 113 
Haran  er-Rashid,Caliph, 

79 
Hasa, 260 
Hasan, 123 . 
Hasan BeyIi Pass, 254 
Hasali-bin-'Ali, tomb of, 

125 
Hnsan Kaif, 287 
Hasbay, 139 
Hassi Khan (tribe), 117 
Hat-i-Hurnaylln, 138 
Hatra, emirate of, 76 
Hamizeh : 

administration, 150 
cultivation, 172, 178 
history, 83 
weights, 242 

Hayyiiniyoh ,260, 261 
Hazil. 260; 261 
Hazil R., 19, 23 
Hazro, 57, 255, 256, 275, 

294 
Hellenism, 76 
Horiki (tribe), 112 
Hilla, 184, 186 

communications, 
249, 269, 270, 258, 
293 

cultivation, 177,179, 
181, 182, 190 

flora, 64 
industly, 231 

Hilla (kaza), 141 
Hilla arm, 81 
Hills  Reguiator, 25, 26, 

161, 270, 283 
Hilla R. : see Sllatt el- 

Hilla 
Hindiyan, 29, 150, 242, 

259. 271-273 
Hindiyan R., 29, 259, 

273 
Hindiyeh, 24, 25, 90, 

228, 270, 293 
Hindiyeh (kaza), 141 
Hindiyeh Barrage, 25, 

26, 160, 165, 210, 248, 
270,283, 283, 284 

Hindiyeh branch, 13, 
283 

Hindiyeh R. : see Shatt 
el-Hindiyeh 

Hira, 76 
History, 69 
Hit, 12, 22, 25 

communications, 
250, 265, 267, 269, 
274, 286, 294 

industry, 225, 230 
minerals, 58, 59, 61 
population, 90 
religion, 185 

Hofer, 61 
Hofiif? 260 
Homs. 266 
~ o n ~ - ' ~ o n g: trade, 209, 

212 
Horses, 184 
Hovek, 252, 274 
Hulaku Khsn, 79 
Hurr, tomb of, 125 
Husein, 123, 135 
Hygiene, 65 

Ibn el-IIamzah shrine, 
125 

I b n  el-Hasan shrine, 
128 

Ibn Rashid, 83  
Ibriillim Pasha, 82, 113 
Idure Mejlzs, 137 
Imiim, 124 
Imiim Hasnn, 230 
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Imam Muhdi, 149 
Imports, 207 
India : 

climate, 30, 41 
currency, 235 
hygiene, 68 
trade, 195, 199, 202, 

203. 208. 210-218. 
220; 222-225 ' 

Indian Ocean. 30. 37 
Indialis in  ~eko~bta rn ia ,  

118 
Industry, 226 
Injair : see Inqair  
Inqair, 263 
lrak : 

climate, 36 
communications, 

259, 268 
cultivation, 169, 170 
diseases, 66, 67 
fauna, 62 
flora. 64 

hygiene, 66 
industry, 231 
irrigation, 75, 78, 

153 
minerals, 68 
pliy sical geography, 

13, 22, 24, 25, 26 
population, 87, 88 
river transport, 288 
trade, 210-213, 217 

Irak, plain of, 10, 31, 
12, 22, 29 

Iran, 74 
Iran, plateau of, 9 
Isfahan, 185, 259 
'Island, the ': .we Jezireh 
Istabliit, 164, 263 
Italy : trade, 204, 208, 

209, 213 

Jatabar, 81 
Jackson, Sir John, 161 
Jacobite Church, 129, 

133 
Jacobite Uniates, 129,133 
Jacobites, 115 

Jacobuv Baradaeus, 129 
Jaff (tribe), 111 
Jnghjagh R., 173 
Janab Ghauth el-Ad-

ham-Dastgir, 127 
JanBbiyin (tribe), 101 
Janissaries 137 
Janjireh, '$59, 272 
Japan : trade, 208 
Jnsk, 31, 37 
Jauf. 267 
~ e b e l  Abyadh, 17, 18, 

57. 275 
~ e b e iHan~rin, 12,17,61 
Jebel Maqlub, 17 
Jebel Sinsm. 58, 269 
Jebol sinjar; 16, 68, 61, 

02 
Jebhall. 61 
Jebiir (tribe), SO, 101, 

105 
Jeddah, 216,220 
Jeghaifeh (tribe), 105 
Jehiileli (Chahala) canal, 

24, 171, 281 
Jerabltis, 228, 251, 252, 

254, 262, 263, 274,275, 
286 

Jelsbliis railway bridge, 
263 

Jerban, 104 
Jerr5hi, 150, 242 
Jerriihi R., 28, 259, 273 
Jewish community, 136 
Jews in  Mesopotamia, 

98, 116, 134, 206 
Jezireh, 16, 17, 184, 186 

climate, 30, 32 
cultivation, 174, 179 
fauna, 62 
history, 71, 75, 76, 

80 
industry, 231 

Jezireh (kaza), 141 
Jezireh (sanjaq), 139 
Jezireh desert, 58 
Jezireh plain, '20, 22,59, 

60 
Jeziret-ibn-'Omar, 139, 

186 
communications, 

252, 253, 255, 286, 
272, 287, 203 

flora, 64 

Jeziret-ibn-'Omar (cont.) 
population, 92 
trade, 220 

Jeziret-ibn-'Omar (kaza), 
140 

Jildigan, 2.57 
Jirjib Chai, 263 
Jowana (tribe), 117 
Juheish (tribe), 101 
JulHmerk, 58, 61, 256, 

275, 294 
Julfa, 268 

Kar:ib (tribe), 83? 102, 
151 

Kadisiyeli, battle of, 76, 
78 

Kaimmakanz, 137 
Kaisarieh, 255 
Kaiyara, 60, 61, 230 
Kgj, 272 
Iialhur (tribe), 110 
Karachi :trade, 214, 215 
Raraites, 135 
Knrez, 175 
Rarind valley, 15 
Knrkeh R., 13, 14, 23, 

172, 273 
Kiiriin R., 12 

bridges, 273 
communications, 

* 250, 259, 267, 255 
fauna, 62 
irrigation, 175 
physical geography, 

21, 28 
shipping, 202, 205 

Kassites, invasion of 
Babylonia by, 72 

Rathir (tribe), 103, 151 
Kavarnkh, 259 , 
Kwu, 137 
Kazimain, 125, 126, 148 

administration, 147 
communications, 

263, 293 
industry, 227, 228, 

231 
sanitation, 68 

Kazimain (kaza), 141 
Kebir Kiih, 14 
Kelishin Piiss,0,257,275 
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Kerbela, 126, 148 
commuiiications, 

249, 264, 269, 878, 
293 

cultivation, 179, 182 
history, 78, 124 
hygiene, 68 
industry, 227, 231 
minerals, 58 
population, 89 

Kerbela (kaza), 141 
Kerbela (sanjwq), 141 
Khabiir (sanjaq), 139 
Khabiir R. : 

comt~~unications, 
274 

fauna, 62 
flora, 64 
irrigation, 155 
physic:~l geography, 

19, 22, 23 
population, 92 
soil, 174 

Khadrah, 261 
Khiifajjah (tribe), 101 
Khaimahgah, 125 " 

KhalfiibHd, 273 
Khalid-ibn-Walid, 76 
Khalis canal, 167, 176, 

244, 265 
Khamis (tribe), 105 
Khamsin.39 
Kfidn, 279 
KhSn Meshiihidiyeli, 263 
Khanikin, 125, 149 

administration, 14': 
communications, 

265, 293 
cultivation. 181 
population, 90 
sanitation, 68 

Khanikin (kazn), 141 
Kharab Nas, 262, 268 
Kharail (tribe), 117 
Kharpiit, 11,22,255,256, 

274, 293 
Kharr canal, 270 
Khasia, 134 
Khaz;lfil (tribe), 101 
Khazal Khan, Stieikh 

of Dlohammareh, 83, 
151 

Khazraj (tribe), 105 
Khcr, 13 

Khar  'Abdallah, 358 
KIi6r el-Afqi, 178 
Khijr Hust.iniyeh, 284 
Kl16r Zoheir, 29 
I< horiisabad, 258 
Khorhiin, 244 
Khorfisiin (kaza), 111 
Kho~asSncanal, 167 
Kho: assan (Persia), 74 
Khoshik range, 19 
Khoshnao ( t ~  ibe), 111 
I<hosl-ou (Chosroes 11), 

76 
Khurrnmiibiid, 258, 267, 

268. 272 
~ h u z i s t a n  (Arabistan), 

83  
Kiaklita, 235 
Kifli, 283 
Killis, 2.34 
Kiran (tribe), 117 
Kirkuk, 23, 185-187 

commu~iic;~tions, 
253, 258, 274, 293, 
294 

induhtry, 230 
minerals, 58-60 
populati n,  93 
trade, 106, 223 

Kirkuk (kaza), 140 
Kirmanshah, 15,91,357, 

258.265, 293 
Kirmanshah (province), 

10, 23 
cultivation, 182 
minerals, 57 
population, 87, 91 
trade, 225 

Kochannes, 132 
Koda, 192 
Kdi Sanjnk, 274,275,294 
Koi Sanjak \ kazaj, 130 
Koran, 121,122,127,134, 

186 
Koweit, 61, 217, 218, 

247, 260-262, 265 
Koweit Bay, 29 
Koweit harbonr, 29 
Kiifeli, 270 

cultivation, 179 
history, 76, 78, 124 
irrigation, 158, 165 
population, 90 

Kiifeh channel, 283 

Kufri, 23 
commnnirntions, 
, 253, 257, 258,274, 

293 
indust]-y, 229 
minerals, 60, 61 
population, 92, 93 

Icufri (kaza), 140 
Kiih-i-Dina, 14 
KBligaIti (tribe), 106, 152 
Ktihgalfi country, 10, 14, 

87, 91 
Kiihgalti district, 57 
Kiihgnlii plateau, 57 
Kulp, 234 
Kulp valley, 21,235, 256, 

275 
Icumeit, 149 
Kumur Ktrii-tu, 255 
Kurdistan, 16,18,24,137 

communications, 
256 

flora, 64 
minerals, 57, 58, 61 
population, , 57, 88, 

91. 92 
religion, 131 
trade, 220, 221, 225 

Kurdistan, central, &Its. 
of. 6, 22. 23, 132 

Kurdistan plateau, 88 
Kurds, 19, 62, 63, 67,80, 

81, 82, 96, 108, 127, 
170, 184, 186,187, 198, 
227 

Kurna, 13,22,26-27,147 
climate, 34 
communications, 

248,269,271,281-
283, 233 

cultivation, 179,102 
industry, 227 
irrigation, 154 
population, 90 

Kurna (kaza), 141 
Kurna bar, 280 
Kut el- Anlara, 12,24,26, 

27, 147, 149 
communications, 

258, 269, 270. 271, 
281, 282, 284, 293 

flora, 64 
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R u t  el-Amnra (ront.) 
irrigation, 153, 154, 

157,166 
population, 90 

Hut el-Amara (knza), 
141 

Kut el-Hai, 90, 293 
KGt Nahr Hashim, 267 
ICutha canal, 165 

Lahjan plain, 257, 275 
Land tenure, 188 
Languages, principal, 118 
Latakiyeh, 266 
Latllteh bridge, 271 
Leinsh, 260, 261 , 
Levant : 

commun;cntions, 11 
trade, 199, 214, 218, 

222 
Lijjeli, 94, 255, 256, 275 
L~jjeti  (kaz:~), 140 
London : trade, 215, 221, 

225 
Loq:th, 260, 261 
Lubtat. I., 60 
Luristan, 10, 23, 28 

flora, 64 
nlinerals, 60 
population, 91 
trade, 225 

Lurs, 62, 106, 186, 198, 
230 

Macadan (tribe), 289 
BIaan, 267 
3lacAndrews, Forbes & 

Co., 231, 232 
Ma'dan (tribe), 188 . 
Magil, 247, 280 
Hahdi : see I m l m  
Mnhidosht, 60 , 

Mahmiidiyeh, 231 
Mahmticliyeh canal, 159 
JIallrut catial, 167 
MaiGFin-i-Naftfin: 

communications, 
249, 250, 271,272, 
285, 293 

Xaidiin-i-Naft,un (cant.) 
industry, 230 
minerals, 59, 60 

RIairi Khan (tribe), 117 
Blnjnrr el-Kebir canal, 

171 
Blaklimfir, 29-1 
Jlnlamil-, 253 
Malatis, 2.54, 255 
Mamash (tribe), 112 
JInmkhol-an (tribe), 113 
dlamur, 68 
Manchester : trade, 208 
Mtindali, 147 

communications, 
26'3, 293 

cultivation, 181 
hygiene, 68 
industry, 230 
minerals, 58-61 
population, 90 

Mnndali (kaza), 141 
'Mnndnli ' field :see Neft 

KhBneh 
Mondi Khan (tribe), 117 
BIanduwan, 271 
DIanichaeism. 133 
Rlansiir, ~ b b k s i d  Caliph, 

78 
Maqabir el-Qurnish, 126 
Blaqitm Yunasshrine, 127 
Bllr Shimam, 115, 130, 

132 
Mar'ash, 254 
Mardin, 20, 131, 186 

comn~unications, 
262, 263, 265, 274, 
293,294 

industry, 227, 228 
minerals, 57 
population, 93 
trade, 225 

Mardin (knza), 140 
hlardin (sanjiiq), 140 
BIargeh (kaza), 141 
Miirid, 250, 271 
Miirid canal, 886 
Blaronites, 136 
BIsrseilles: trade, 211,221 
Marun R., 28 
Matrukek, 189 
Iliawot, 189 
Measures, 243 
lZecca, 261 

Medes. 73 
RZedia, 73 
Medina, 261 
Mediterranean Sea, 11, 

30, 71 
iWekt.ubji, 135 
Mendali, 270 
Mengur (tribe), 111 
Mrsjid-i- Sulein,ln : in-

dustry, 230. 
Meskeneh, 250, 251, 254, 

274, 286, 294 
Mesopotamian plains, 10, 

11, 20, 63 
RIeyyadin, 17, 173 
Blezlaq channel. 282, 283 
Michriyeh canal, 171,281 
BIidhat P;lsha, 81, 190, 

193, 291 
hlidiat, 94, 252, 275,293 
Midiat (kazn), 140 
Blillet, 130, 131, 132,133, 

136 
Rlilli (tribe), 113 
Minerals, 56 
Dliran (tribe), 113 
Miri, 188 
Rliylnlb I., 272 
No'adhdham, 22g, 221, 

228 
Blohnmmareh, 12. 22, 28 

climate, 31, 35, 41-
51, 54, 55 

communic;ttions, 
-	 249, 259, 267,268, 

285, 286, 293 
history, 74, 83 
industry, 228 
population, 91 
trade, 202, 205, 211, 

217 
weights, 241 

Mohamm;treh, Slieikh 
of, 150, 151 

Mohammed, 76 
Mohammed - bin - 'Ali, 

tomb of, 125 
Mohammed - bin - Hasan 

el-RIahdi, 126 
BIohammed Etesham, 134 
Moliamnied the  Con-

queror, 136 
Mohammedanism, 78, 

121-128 
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Moharrem, 124 
Mongol invasion, 78, 79, 

158 
Monophysite doctrine, 

129, 131, 133 
Nosque, 122 
1Mosul, 23, 185, 186, 187 

administration, 137, 
148, 149 

climate, 31, 32, 34, 
37,39-41,44-55 

,commnnications, 
252, 253. 256-258, 
265, 274, 276, 286, 
203 

cultivation, 17, 170, 
176, 101 

history, 74, 81 
industry, 227, 228, 

232 
measures, 243 
minerals, 59-61 
population, 92, 93 
religion, 129, 130, 

132, 1'33 
trade, 196, 197, 201, 

208, 209. 211, 216, 
219-221, 223, 225 

weights, 240 
Mosul (kaza), 140 . 
?vfosul sanjaq), 140 
Mosul (vilayot), 10, 187, 

188 
administration, 140 
cultivation, 181 
religion, 128 

Notor-vessels, 288, 290 
Mu'amrah (trit~e), 101 
Muda.cz~areh, 190 
Mztdir, 137 
Muezzin, 122 
3Iufuttish, 68 
Mufraz, 269 
Muhaisin (tribe), 83,102, 

151 
Ntthassebeji, 137 
N~cjalli,146 
Mujitrrah (tribe), 101 
Mzljtahid, 83, 126, 151 
dlukhtar, 137 
Nules. 185 
Mzclk, 188 
Munteliq (tribe), 80, 83, 

100, 141, 149 

Marlcl Sla, 21, 22 
Musa-bin-Taf'ar, tomb of, 

125 
Mu.;cat, 31, 37, 44-51, 

54,55 
Museyib, 13, 26, 270 

communications, 
249, 269, 293 

cultivation, 172 
hygiene, 68 
population, 90 

Mush, 255, 256, 275, 294 
Mutessarif, 137 
Mutessariflik, 140 

Nadir Shah, 80.. 
Nafatah, 61 
Tahiye, 137 
Nahr Beidhii, 284 
Nahr Hamzeh, 284 
Nahr Melcha, 167 
Nahriiwiin canal, 156,269 
Nahrawan R., 167 
Naqair : see Inqair  
Naqib of Baghdad, 128 
NBsBleh, 57, 229 
Nashweh. 147 
N&siriyeh, 12, 13,26, 27, 

270 
communications, 

248, 249, 264, 269, 
282, 283 

cultivation, 171 
irrigation, 154 
population. 90 

Niisiriyeh (kaza), 141 
Native craft, 285, 290, 

291 
Naur, 175 
Navigation, 149 
Nazim Pasha, 82 
Niiziri, 91, 241, 242, 249, 

285 
Niiziri rapids, 288 
Neft Khiineh, 60, 230 
Nejd, 89, 260 
Nejef, 124, 126. 148 

communications, 
249, 261, 264, 267, 
269, 278, 293 

cultivation, 182 

Nejef (cont.) 
hygiene. 68 
industry. 227, 231 
minerals, 58 
populiition, 89 

Nejef (kaza), 141 
Nestorians, 96, 114, 115, 

129, 138, 136 
Netherlands : trade, 209, 

225. 
New Chxldaeans, 128 
New York : trade, 215 
Nile R., 31 
Nimrud Diigh, 20 
Nineveh, 73 
Nisibin : 

communications. 
251-254, 262, 264, 
274,275, 294 

cultivation? 174,178, 
181 

population, 92 
Nisibin (kaza), 140 
Nisibis, 75 
'Nta, 260, 262 
Niir ed-Din, 79 
'Nurduz, 57 

Oghnat, 256 
Oman, 183 
Omar Pasha, 81  
Omayyads, 78 
'Oqair, 260, 262 
Oramar district, 58 
Orthodox Armenians, 

128, 132 

Palestine, 38, 73 
Palmyra, 266, 267 
Palu, 255, 256, 275 
Palu (kaza), 140 
Pan-Arab movement, 82 
Parthian dynasty, 74, 75 
Parvez, Sassanid king, 77 
Pasha, 137 
Pasur, 275 
Pathans in  Mesopotamia, 

118 
patriarch, 131, 132, 133, 

136 
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Pechar, 255 
Pelvereh, 254 
Penjevin, 258, 274 
Persia, 24, 68 

communications, 11, 
267 

currency, 235 
historical relations, 

73 
trade, 197, 212, 213, 

220.221.227 
Persia, W: : cliniate, 34 
Persian Gulf, 9, 10, 28, 

29 
climate, 30,35-38,41 
communications, 11, 

249, 265, 280 
history, '75 
minerals, 59, 61 
trade, 214, 217, 218 

Persian 	 highlands, 87, 
91 

Persian plateau, 10, 11, 
13, 23 

Persian War. 83 

Pusht-i-Ktih (cont.) 
minerals, 60, 61 
population, 87, 91 

Pusht-i-Kiih tribes, 14 

Qsl'ah Dizeh, 294 
Qal'ah Sherghat, 60, 287 
Qal'at SBlih, 24, 27, 147, 

228, 280 
Qalif, ,260 
Qanat, 175 
Qara R., 21 
Qara Chok DHgh, 17 
Qaragechi (tribe), 114 
Qarajeh Dlgh, 19, 20, 

23, 173 
Qaramush R ,  263 
Qar~reh,  231, 271 
Qariyeh, 137 
Qasr Bir Shagrtih, 261 
Qasr-i-Shirin, 11, 60, 61, 

91, 272 
~ e r s i a n s i n ~ e s o ~ o t a m i a ,Qasr-i-Shirin plain, 14, 

116 
Persians of IIYI~,231 
Pininnishli (tribe), 113 
Pinjreh, 258 
Pir-i-Dastgir, 127 
Piran, 275 
Piran (tribe), 112 
Pirastini (tribe), 113 
Pishdir (tribe), 112 
Population, increase and 

decrease of, 94 
Forte, 81, 137 
Presbyterians, 131 
Protestants, 128, 131, 

136 
Pul-i-'Ali Kiih, 272 
Pul-i-Atnarati, 272 
Pul-i-Bulaiti, 272 . 

Pul-i-Dizl'iil, 272 
Pul -i-lcurr- o-Dukhtar, 

258 
Pul-i-Lashkar, 272 
Pul-i-Madiiin Riid, 258 
Pul-i-Shglii, 272 
Pusherto, 256 
Pusht-i-Kilh, 10, 23 

con~~nunic;ttions, 
258,272 

15 
Qasr Serchikhen, 262 
Qatif, 260, 263 
Qeys (tribe), 105 
Qishlaq Na'dan, 59 
Qizil Ribat, 90, 147, 293 
Qizilbssh, 118, 135 
Qul Tepeh, 262 
Quseibah, 261 

Rahaliyeh oasis, 15, 16 
R:iilwnys, 262 
Ramadan (fast), 122, 135 
Ramf~diyeh, 15, 60, 61, 

157, 150, 274 
Ramuz : 

administration, 151 
communicatio~~s, 

259,271, 272 
minerals, 59 
population, 90 
trade, 220 
meiglrts, 242 

Ramuz district, 28 
Ramuz plain, 172, 179 

Raniyeh, 23, 257, 274, 
275 

Raniyeh (kaza), 140 
Raniyeh, plain of, 18 
Raqqal~, 21, 286 
Ras el-'Ain, 61, 251,262, 

263, 274 
Rns el-'Ain (kaza)? 140 
Rayuh (Christian), 136 
Ruyak, 266 
Rayat, 257, 294 
Razazeh (kazi~), 141 
Riql'i, 260, 261 
Riyiidh, 261, 262 
Road transport, 276 
Roads, 268 
Roberts College, 132 
Rohsur R., 19, 23 
Roman Catholic ChurcI~, 

128, 130, 132 
Roman Catholic com-

munity, 136 
Roman Empire, 76 
Rowanduz, 93, 232, 287, 

275, 294 
Rowanduz (kaza), 140 
Rumania : trade, 212 
Russia: trade, 204, 211, 

214 
Rustami, 272 
Ruweilah (tribe), 101, 

184 

Snbians, 117, 134, 225 
Sardiyeh, 265 
Sa'dun (tribe!, 100, 193 
Safah, 260, 262 
Sagwand Lurs, 83, 108, 

151,186 
Sain Qal'ah, 257 
St. Gregory the Illumi- 

nator, 128 
Sairt, 20 

communications, 
255, 256, 275, 291 

i~~dus t ry ,232 
nlinerals, 57, 58, 61 
populat~on, 93 

Sajur district, 92 
Sakiz, 257 
Saliill ed-Din, '79 
Sitliihiyeh :see Knfri . 
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Samarra, 25, 271 
administration, 148 
communications, 

252, 254, 266,263, 
264,269, 274, 278, 
287, 293 

fauna, 62 
history, 78 
irrigation, 157 . 

minerals, 58 
popul:ition, 90 

Samarra (kaza), 141 
SamBweli, 13,26,156,870 

communications, 
249, 261, 269,283 

cultivation, 176 
industry, 228 , 

mi~ierals, 58 
population, 90 

Samliweh (kaza), 141 
Samr, 149 
Samsat, 254, 255 
Samsun, 11, 255 
Samukha (tribe), 117 
Sangar, 228 
Sanitation, 68 
Snniyeh, 82, 148-151, 189, 

190,191 
Saqi, 191 
Saqliimiyeh canal, 81, 

159, 165 
Saql5wiyeh dam, 283 
Saraf, 2216 
Sassaliian monarchy, 77 
Sassanids, 75, 76, 77, 156 
Sassun country, 21 
Sba' (tiibe), 104, 184 
Scandil~avia: trade, 211 
SchliifIr, Dr. A., 38 
Scythian invasion, 73 
Seleucia, 69, 74, 75, 76 
Selrucid enipire, 74 
Seleucids, 74 
Seleucus, 74 
Seli~n, Sult:tn, 136 
Seljuk 'Furk-, 79 
SelmB~i, 261 
Seuri~es, 70-72 
Sen~la,  257, 258, 274 
Ser Dehht, 23, 257, 274 
Ser i Pul, 238, 272 
Semi, 294 
Set.c(ub, 66 
Seruj, 20, 173, 174, 177 

Seth, 134 
Severek, 173, 181, 252, 

256, 274, 275 
Severek ,kaza), 140 
Seyyid, 142 
Seyyid IbrBhim, tomb of, 

125 
Shaa'. 146 
~ h a b b a k s  (tribe), 118, 

135 
Shadi, 149 
Shah Bazar (kaza), 141 
Shahraban, 293 
Shahrizor (s,rnj;~q), 140 
Sha'ibah, 261 
Slialeili, 249, 285 
Shamal, 33 
ShBmiyeh (kaza), 141 
ShBmiyeh channel, 283 
Shammar (tribo), 80, 82, 

184, 223 
Sliammiir (tribe), North- 

ern, 102, 104 
Shammar (tribe), South- 

ern. 102 
~harn'miir Toqah (tribe), 

J 02 
Shaqrah, 260 
Shardan, 230 
Shatmt el-'Amsreh, 58 
Shatrat el-'Arnareh (kn-

za), 141 
Sl1:itrat el-Muntefiq, 90, 

228 
Shatrat el-Nuntefiq (ka- 

z~L),141 
Shatt  el-'Arab : 

communications, 
217,249, 267, 269, 
298 

cultivation, 171,172, 
779, 180, 182 

fauiia, 62 
irrigation, 149, 158 
navigation, 84: 280 
pliysical geograpt~y, 

21-23, 26, 28, 29 
populaiion, 88, YO 
shipl,ing, 200 
tnrde, 214 

Shatt el-(fhariif: seeShatt 
el-Hai 

Sllatt el-Hai, 26, 77 
cultivation, 172, 176 

Shatt  el-Hai (colzt.) 
irrigation, 149, 157, 

158, 166 
navigation, 284 
population, 88 

Shatt el-H~lla,  26, 157, 
159, 160, 178 

Sliatt el-Hindiyeh, 26, 
165, 176, 178 

Shatt Kliansar, 283 
Shattnkll, 58, 294 
Shedadi, 253 
Sheep, 186 
S h e l ~ rBazar, 294 
Sheikh Abdul @dir Gi-

lani shrine, 127 
Sheik11 'Adi sl~rine,  133, 

134 
Sheikh Bezeini (tribe), 

111 
S h e ~ k hel-Islam, 137,1.16 
Shekuk (tribe), 112 
Shemudinan (tribe), 112 
Shemsdlnan district, 63  
SherBnisli, 57 
Shernakh, 67 
Shenlakhli (tribe), 113 
Shetiitell : see Shilfitheh 

oasis 
Shiah sect, 78 99,100,123 
Shiuh shrims, 68 
Shiirhs : see Sllialr sect 
Shifiitheh oasis, 15, 16, 

179 
ShinBfiyeh, 228 
ShtnBfiye11L., 283 
Sllinawa, 257 
Shiraz, 289, 267 
8hi1-wan (tribe!, 112 
Shiiiin (tribe), 111 
Shur R., 273 
Sl~ush, 271, 272, 293 
Shushtar, 12,28, 185,186 

adnlinistration, 151 
conimunications, 

250, 271-273: 293 
c ~ ~ l t i v a t i ~ ) ~ ~ ,172, 182 
history, 84 
irrigation, 156 
mir~erals59 
populatinn, 90 
trade, 220 
weigl~ts, 242 

Shweya (tribe), 105 
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Siftek, 262 
Silvan (kaza), 140 
Simel, 253, 275 
Singapore : trade, 214 
Sinjiibi (tribe), 111 
Sinjar (kaza), 140 
Sinjar (sanjaq), 139 
Sippara, 157 
Sirn-an : see DiyBleh R. 
Sitt Nefisse, 134 
Sivas, 11,255, 293 
Steamers, 288, 290 
Suedia, 266 
Suez, 267 
Suez Canal, 84 
SCj Bulaq, 257 
Suleimfiniyeh, 23 

communications, 
258,274, 294 

industry, 228 
population, 93 
trade, 196 

SuleimHniyeh (kaza), 141 
Suleimiiniyeh (sanjaq), 

141 
Suleimiiniyeh, plain of, 

18 
Sultan 'Abdallah, 287 
Sumeikeh, 157, 263, 265 
Sumer, 70, 71 
Sumerians, 70, 71, 158 
Sunni sect, 99, 100, 127 
Sunnis : see Sunni sect 
Stiq esh-ShuyClkl1,26, 27, 

147, 271 
cornm unications, 

261, 282 
cultivation, 171, 176, 

179 
industry, 227,228 
irrigation, 166 
population, 88, 90 

Siiq esh-Slluyiikll (kaza), 
141 

Surkhi (tribe), 112 
Susa, 74 
Suweira, 147 
Sweden: trade, 204,210, 

211 
Syria, 10, 22 

climate, 30, 38, 41 
communications, 

266 
history, 71, 73,74 

Syria (cont.) 
religion, 133 
trade, 222-224 

Syrian Christians : see 
Nestorians 

Syrian Desert, 9, 10, 15, 
16, 21, 22, 184 

Tabriz, 257, 258, 294 
l'ahrirat rnudiri, 137 
Tai (tribe), 80, 105 
Tajiyeh, 263 
Taktak, 287 
Tang, 14 
Tapu, 148, 190 
Taraf (tribe), 117 
Tarfiiwi (tribe), 105 
Taurus Mts., 9,11, 19,20, 

22-31, 57, 58, 77, 253- 
266 

Tavala, 258 
Tawarij :see Hindiyeh 
Tawarij (kaza), 141 
Tawil, 149 
Taxation, 143 
Tehran, 257, 293 
Tekrit, 93. 274, 287 
Tektek Dagh, 20 
Tel Abiyadh, 262, 263, 

265 
Tel A'far : 

communications, 
253, 274 

cultivation, 173 
minerals, 60 , 
populatio~~,94 

Tel Ahmar, 252 
Tel es-Sawmar, 253, 274 
Tel Hamud, 262, 263 
Tel Helif, 252, 262, 263, 

265 
Tel Mughaiyir, 61 
Telegraphs and Tele-

phones, 293 
Tigris R., 9, 20 

bridges, 271, 275 
communications, 

248, 257,268,293 
fauna, 62 
flora, 64 
history, 74, 77, 81 

Tigris R. (cont.) 
hygiene, 67 
irrigation, 149, 153- 

155, 157-169, 164, 
168 

minerals, 61 
navigation, 84, 85, 

149, 280 
physical geography, 

12, 17, 18, 21, 23- 
25, 27 

shipping, 200 
Tigris valley, 184 

climate, 30,33,33,42 
communications, 

256 
cultivation, 172,174, 

176,181 
minerals, 56, 59, 60 
population, 88 

Time, 245 
Timur, 80,129 
Timur Leng : see Timur 
Tobacco Dlonopoly, 148 
Toghrul Bey, 79 
Topralr Qalcah, 266 
Tbq hills, 60 
Trade, 195 
Trajan, 75 
Trebizond, 256 
Trieste : trade, 203,221 
Tripoli, 266 
Trobah, 261 
Tu'am, 266 
Tur Abdin plateau, 19, 

20, 22, 23, 91, 173 
Turkey : 

administration i n  
Nesopotamia, 136- 
141 

local government, 
142 

trade, 214, 217, 220, 
222, 224, 227 

Turkey and Persia : 
boundaries, 83 

Turkish Empire, 9 
Turkish Forests Depart- 

ment, 64 
Turkish Revolution, 82 
Turkish wars with Italy 

(1911) and Balkan 
States (1912), 82 

Turkomans, 114 
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Turks, 80, 82, 85, 114, 
183,284 

Tfiz Khurmatli : 
communications,265 
cultivation, 173 
industry, 230 
minerals, 58, 60, 61 
population, 93 

'Ubeid (tribe), 105 
Ubuka, Sassanian port, 

76 
Umm Amlrah, 261 
Umm el-Ajgj, 149 
Umm el-Ba'rur, 228 
Umm el-Wswiyeh, 285 
Umm Jemal canal, 284 
Uniate Church, 128,129 
United Kingdorn : see 

Great Britain 
United States : trade, 

199, 204,221, 222, 226 
Unsab, 261 . 

Urfeh, 20 
climate, 31-34, 37, 

38 ,4445  
communications, 

252, 264, 265, 274. 
275, 294 

cultivation, 173,174, 
177, 181 

history, 75 
population, 90 

Urmia, 132, 257, 275, 
294 

Urmia, L., 9, 23 
Ushnu, 257,275 

Valerian, Emperor, 156 

Vali, 137 
Valmian, 258 
Van, 93, 256,275,294 
Van (vilayet), LO, 128, 

139 
Van, L., 9, 19, 23, 132 

256 
Pa~dapet, 131 
Veiriin Shehr, 20,252 
Vilayet, 137 
Voutan, 294 
Vozgad, 255 

WHdi el-Aoman, 126 
Wsdi es-Saliim, 126 
Wsdi Tartar, 17, 58, 164 
Waqf, 188 
Waterways, 280 
Wazneh Pass, 257, 275 
Weights, 237 
Weldeh (tribe), 80, 105 
West Syrian Church :see 

Jacobite Church 
Willcocks, Sir W., 156, 

159, 161, 162, 168, 167 
Wuld 'Ali (tribe), 104 

Yahya, 134 
Yasim, tomb of, 125 
Yazid, 124, 133 
Yezidio, 96, 117, 133 
Young Turks, 82,84,138, 

139, 150 

ZHb, Great, 149 
bridges, 276 

Zab, Great (cont.) 
communications, 

253,275 
cultivation, 17, 18. 

172; 174 
flora, 64 
physical geography, 

19, 23 
Ziib, Lesser, 149 

bridges, 276 
communications, 

253,257 
cultivation, 17, 18, 

172, 174 
flora, 64 
irrigation, 155 
navigation, 287 
physical geography, 

19,23 
~ i bvalley, 61 
Zagirmell Pass. 258 
Zaidnn plain, 29 
Zakho, 92,230,253, 275, 

293 
Zakho (kaza), 140 
Zangi, 79 
Zaptieh, 144 
Zaza (tribes), 100 
Zebar (tribe), 112 
Ziblr (kaza), 140 
Zilfi, 260, 262 
Ziyaret Wfr'iz el-Qur'ani, 

255,274, 275 
Zobeid (tribe). 101 
Zobeir : 

communications, 
260, 262 

industry, 231 
irrigation, iGE 
population. 90 

Zobeir (kaza). 141 
Zokh, 20, 355, 2'74,293 
Zor, 140 
Zorbictiyeh 272 
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