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P R E F A C E .  

INgiving to tile public this volume, it llas been the 
design to present the operations of tlie Bnreau of the Nation- 
al Detective Police during the war, so far as it is proper to 
make them known to the people. It is not a book of roman- 
tic adventures, but a narrative of facts in the secret history 
of the conflict, and mainly an exposure of the manifold and 
gigantic frauds ancl crimes of both the openly disloyal and 
the professed friends of the Republic. Xany reports are 
introduced, some of which are lengthy, and portioils of them 
are dry, because they are the official recorcls of the work 
done, and the verification of the statements niade, ancl the 
lligllest vindication of tlie character and importance of tlle 
secret service. Passages occur in tliem, the propriety of 
1~-llicliIllany readers my question. bnt their omissioli ~ o u l d  
have I\-~nlcenecl tlis strerigtli of the repr rts, and softened 
(1olv11 the enormity of the off~nses cllargeci upon certain 
individuals. 'l'llt: ~vllolt: volume miglit 1i:lve been rnacle up  
of chapters very similar to those of the tilest llllndred pages 
or more, but we preferrtd to sacrifice tllr peculiar interest, 
to some extent, of a ~ i~e r e ly  ofsensational N-ol.1;-sketches 
esciting scents and hllir-breiidth rsc;ipes-for the greater 
ob,ject of an authentic official record of the vast amonnt of 
indispensable service rendered to the Government, during 
nearly four years of bloody strife, w i t l~  the months of trial 
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and agitation which followed. The plan of the book was, 
therefore, chosen by the responsible head of the bureau, 
while the introductory chapters mere written by another, 
whose editoral aid mas secured in the general preparation 
of the annals for the press. No desire or effort h a s  been 
cherished to wantonly .expose or wound ill feeling any 
man, and therefore initials, for the most part, alone a p  
pear; but r faithful history of transactions under the 
authority delegated to the Bureau, will unitvoidably 
reach the sensibilities of persons of distinction, no less 
than those in humble life. 

The volume of war records, the most of which have 
never before met the public eye, is offered to the people 
as a part of the veritable history of the most extraordi- 
nary and perilous times the Republic has k~lo~vn,or L 
likely to pass through again 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER,  

GENERAL BAKER AND THE BUREAU OF SECRET SERVICE. 

I?le Ancestry and Birth-place of General Baker-His Early Life-Residence in Cah-
fornia-Is a Ifemher af the Vigilance Committee-Returns to New York in 
1861-Visits IVashiugton-Interview with General ScottEnters the Secret 
Service-The Great Facts established and illustrated by these Annals, 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL C:BAKERLAFAYETTE belongs t o  a family 
ot New England origin. In an early history of Vermont, entitled 
the ''Green Mountain Boys," the name for two generations is con-
spicuous among those of the heroic men of the French and Indian 
wars. About the year 1'770, the military organization bearing that 
name was formed, to resist the arbitrary claims of the colonial gov 
enlnent of K e a  lTork over the settlers and soil of the '&NewHamp-
shire Grants." Ethan Allen, Seth Warner, and Remember Baker 
were acknowledged leaders of the heroic, self-sacrificing band of 
patriots. W e  find it  recorded, that "previous to 1'170, nlauy acts of 
violence Ilact been committed by both of the belligerent parties. It 
was at this date that the governor of New York attempted to enforce 
his authority over the territory in dispute by a resort to military 
force. The Green BZor~ntain Boys having learned that a militarp 
force of seven hundred and fifty men were marching to subjligate 
tl~eni, immediately organized themselves, and appointed Ethan Allen, 
colonel, and Seth Warner, Itememher Baker, and others, csp ta i~~s  ot 
the several companies undcbr him. The n'ew force 11ming ad 
v:inced at night upor] the d\vclli~tg of' :isettler, were sudclenlg srls 
!wised by the rtlountni~rec~rsin a~nhnsll,n ~ r t l tlle whole posw ing.lor1 
011s1yfled, \i-it.l~olit3 v l n  beirtg fired 011 eitilt'r sitle. '~ ' \ IP  
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hloulltaill Boys \\-ere occasionally c a l l ~ l  out f i r  military esercisc nnd 
discipline. It1 1771, the governor of New York issuchd a ~>roc.lamat~on 
otfering a re ward for the arrest of Colonel Allen, and C:iptnil~s \\Tar-

ner &nd Baker. Several attempts were made to a\)(luct t.licm, but 
none were successful." 

Snbserluently, in the Indian conflicts, Mr. Baker's toes were rwt 
off, and other l,;l~.hrities infiicted upon members of' liis fiin~ily. 
General Enker's filt'ner, who inherited the paternal nflrne, removed to 
Staffortl, Xew 'lTol.k, in 181 5. La Fayctte was borri there, Octobcr 
13, 1826. TVhen three years of age, his Cqther ~.emoved to Elba, an 
adjoining to~yn, where h e  lived till thirteen years of age, when tlie 
fiimily started fin the wilderness of the Great West. Mr. Remexnber 
Enker chose his home mithin the limits of nliclligall, where Lansing, 
the capital, now stands, then s primeval forest, 'haunted by the abo- 
rigines. Soon the log-house and the clearing around it r en~a~ded  the 
toil of the filther and the son. 

In the year 1848 he returned to New York, \I-licre lle i.em:lined 
no:~rly two years, when he went to  the city of ~h i lade l~hin ,  and mas 
engaged in mechanical and merca~itile pursuits. hfr, Bakcr nrns 
parried December 24, 1852, to Miss Jennie C. Curry, (laughter of 
John Curry, Esq., of S o ~ t h \ ~ a r k .  The nest year he went to Califor.- 
nia. An incident occurred on the Isthmus, illustrative of his bold, 
fearless: and adventnrons cllarncter. A native attempted to take 
ai1vant:ige of an Irish emigrant, and charge him for the p:\ssnge of 
tu-o children the second time. Mr. 12:tker remonstrntccl. The party 
of hnlf a dozen were in a small boat, near Gorgonn. Tlie ellraged 
boat man seized one 'of the children, and thrcate11e(2 to throw him in 
the water uxlless the unjust demnntl cotnplietl wit11 1)y the 
fiqther. Mr.. Baker told him to stop, but he refr~secl ; n.11en a ~vell-
directed blow from an oar staggered the man. Recovering- himself 
cn a fern nionlents, he drew liis knife, and rnsl~ctl towarc1 Baker, 
who, raising his revolver, &hot him dead, the lifeless body tu~iibling 
over the boat's side into the water. I-Ie sudde~ily became co~iscioua 
of his danger, amare that the nat,ivti population would, if possible, 
kill 'him. Leaping from the snlall craft, hE waded to the opposite 
chore, the f'rantic pursuers a t  his back. Turning, he shot the leader, 
and crrpt into the tangle!l, matted thicket. Here h e  eluded search, 
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an6 at length reached the American consul's house, where he mas 
concealed in a snbterranean passage for two weeks, and then smug- 
gled on board of a ressel bound for California, and safely Iar~ded 
The nest meeting with one of his traveling companions, wliere the 
tragic scene narrated occurred, w:is in Richmond. He was accosted 
by him there, but, as i t  \.;ill be seen, having become "Mr. Mrlnson," 
did not choose to know his friend of California memory. 

Mr. Baker engaged in rnechnnical pursnits on the Pacific const, 
when tlie lawless period of 1856 called into existence the Vigi1:ince 
Cbmmittee. Mr. I3nkcr was immediately enrolletl in the army of 
2,200 men, <\.cry one of whom ~vas known by hisa n~ln~l)el-, on-
being 208. I n  the summary work of riddin: the country of reckless 
gamblers nncl "1)allot-box stuffers," fbr esposillg whose cl.illies J:~nlc.s 
Casey had murclered Janies Ring of JVillinm, ctlitor of the & I I L  I" l*crn-
cisco BtrZleti)c,JIr. Baker was :in active and efficient ~nernlbel., yivillg 
unmistak:lble evidences of t11at peculiar aclaptation to the detective 
service, which has made him pre-eminent in it, on this continent, 
since the lolig struggle for victory over a fbe t h ~ t  gloried ill treason 
utltler a smiling face, ant1 robbery in the name of ~nalie,n:tble ri~$lts, 
called for and received the best Inen and trensl~re of the conlitry. 
With the disbandment of the extraordinary ant1 formidable orga~liza- 
tion, I r k .  Raker returned to his pencefill occupation, in which he con-
tinued till 1861, when he came to Xew Irork City, intenciillg to 
rc~nain only a brief period. The appreciation of his services while a 
merilber of' the Vigilance Corninittee and eng:igecl in n mercantile 
agency, was very emphaticdl y ancl t astetiilly expressed 011 Ne w 
Year's day, the date of his departnre, by the n~ercl~nrits of Sa11 J3'1.a~- 
cisco. They met at the Bank Exchhnge, ant1 scnt for i\Il.. Baker 
%hen he entered the room, to his entire surprise, x gelitleninn yrc- 
sented him with a cane of mansinita wood, founcl only in (k1ifol.r.i:~ 
The head is polished gold quartz from the Is11 Nine, ore go^^, : L I ~  

around it  are nine oral stones of similar material from :IS mntly LIP-
fercrit mines. The whole is richly mounted with golid gold, :mil 

cost, two hundred and fifty dollars. 
A t  the very moment he was ready to return to the Pacific ccast, 

the tocsin of civil war startled the land. In  common with the loyal 

milliom of the Xorth, his patriotic indignation a t  the treasonable 
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revolt,, and the desire to aid in its suppression, made a11 othex p m  
poses and plans of small importance. He immediately decided to 
ahandor1 his business schemes and serve the imperiled country. How 
well he succeeded, and his public career from this point in his history, 
will appear in his story of the National Secret Service. 

In  General Baker's personal appearatlce there i s  nothing, to a 
casual observer, remarkable. And yet, physically, he is an extraor- 
dinary man. Before the exhausting lrrbors of his ofticia1 position 
(luring the war reduced his weight, it averaged one hmicl~-ed and 
eighty pounds. His frame is of the firmest texture, and its powers 
of endurance very great. For days together he has prosecuted his 
duties without food or sleep, and exposed to winter storms. He  
is of medium height, lithe, and sinewy, and 11is n~ovemcnts are quick, 
and yet having the air of deliberateness natural to :r profession in 
which circumspection and habitual self-control are : I U ~ O I I ~the first 
contlitions of success. Around his forellead of intelligent or~tlirle he8 
a profusion of brown hair, and his fdce is partially covered wit11 
heavy brown beard. His gray eye, in repose, wears a cold expres- 
sion; in his rlaturally cl~eerfill mood, :lnd in the ungrlarded enjoy- 
ment of social life, it is charlgeful and playful ; arid, er~g,?gedin  his 
special duty of detecting crime, it becomes sllarply pierciug, often 
making the victim of his vigilance to quail betbre its steady g:ize. 
Indeed, he was evidently the man for the place he filled during the 
~lational struggle. The perlional peril to wl~ictl he exposed hitnself, 
ant1 the untiring service performed, at  tile head of tr division, or even 
a reglrnet~t, would have sounded his n:lnle over the 1:uld as a d:iring, 
o1;tiring and heroic leader. He 1s probably the best "shot " in tho 
country, and also a fine horseman. Some additional and interesting 
facts in his history will he noticed in the kloquent defense of General 
Baker by Mr. Riddle, in the "Cobb case." 

For nearly twenty years he has not tasted i11toxic:tting drinks, 
but has been enrolled anlong tile Sons of Temperance; and ~ r l ~ a t  
seems still more remarlialle, wlren we think of the associationn 
inseparable from his adventurous career, he has never been ad(1ictcd 
to the shameless profanity so cornmon in the army and among me11 
3f adventurous character. His fidelity and kindness of heart in hiu 
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domestic relations, and toward kindred less fortunate than himself 
are well known. 

Such are the general characteristics of the first national chief of a 
Detective Bureau in the war record of this country. 

Blackstone's definition of the police is : "The due regulation and 
domestic order of the kingdom, whereby the individuals of a State 
like member8 of a family, are compelled to conform their general 
behavior to the rules of propriety and good neighborhood, and good 
manners, and to be decent, inoffensive individuals in their several 
stations." 

The definition is comprehensive, and certainly gives to this public 
service both great utility and honorable, dignified character. Another 
able writer divides the services of policemen into several distinct 
duties ; among which is ''giving. recent intelligence," the very work 
af the detective police, when a specialty in time of public perils, and 
one which awakens the prejudice and hostility of all classes. 

The history of the police of the world, would be a most exciting 
and instructive library of itself. W e  can only glance at this service 
in the two leading nations of Europe ; one Protestant and the other 
Catholic. "The office of constable," says a "magistrate," in his 
annals of the London police, "is as old ss  the monarchy of England ' 
He writes again, with reference to the unpopular character of the iu 
dispensable office :"The best laws are worthless, if the public irnpres- 
sion be cherished that i t  is a matter of infamy to  carry them into 
execution." Doubtless, the principal reason for the general disfitvor 
toward the police department, arises from the espionage inseparable 
from it. People do not like to be watche(Z, and are still less willing to 
have their offenses against law and order repnrted to the tri-
bunals of justice. Nevertheless, the records of the police, with all 
hat is nnworthy of it, are irresistible evidence of its importance in 

securing public and personal security from the depravity which scorna 
al! restraints but the iron grasp of lam. In Britain, the police de- 
partment has never become a national institution; but, until compar. 
atively a recent date, has been "a hand to mouth aEdr." About the 
middle of the eighteenth century, Henry Fielding devoted his ener- 
gies and influence to the organization of the London police into an 
'efficient and able force under the acting magistrate. of the city. And, 
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like the modern defenders of the " constitution," there were not a 
few who wrote and talked about the dangerous infringement of the 
rights of citizenship, and predicted the rapid decay a' liberty, until 
the &'British lion mould slumber ingloriously in the net of cnpti~it~y." 
But the reform went forward, and the charter of English freedom 
remained unshaken by the dreaded power of an omnipresent police. 
The crimes i t  exposed and the criminals convicted, for a single yenr, 
were tens of thousands. 

We turn to  France Ibr the most complete and successfi~l system 
of police service the world has yet seen. Until the latter part of the 
fifteenth century, the kingdom had no effective police. Even in the 
streets of Paris, wd~vesroamed unmolested," and citizerls forsook 
their habitations. Charles VIL took charge of the criruinnl businem 
of the realm, to the sudden alarm of the la\rless people, who lirecl on 
the property and pence of the con~munities. Francis I., in 1520, 

appointed a provost-marshal, with thirty constables. The next grand 
advance in this department of justice, was the creation, by Louis 
XIV., of a lieutenant-general, which ofice continued from March, 
166'7, to the meni-lable July 14, 1'187. The most distinguislled 
officer during this period was De Za Renye. 

The storm of the French revolution, which swept away the entire 
order of things,'reduced the police organization to sixty petty com- 
mittees. After the restoration, the prefect was appointed. Through 
all these changes, the national police of France stood alone in the 
recognition of its worth, and the mighty power it  wielded in secu- 
ring the public good. 

The very vices of the great metropolis are so far regulated and 
controlled by it, that their ruinous results in Paris are probably not 
one-half they are in proportion to  the population in Protestant Lon- 
don or New Pork. W e  shall quote a few passages from Vidocq's 
memoirs, a man of doubtful character, but the p e n t  modern Parisian 
detective, to illustrate the practical workings of the system there. 

M. Henry, to  whom Vidocq refers, mas "the pr6fet" of police. 
He thus describes his entrance upon his official duties :-

"As the secret agent of government, I had duties marked out, and 
the kind and respectable 31. Henry took upon himself to instruct me 
in their fulfillment; for in his hands were intrusted nearly the entire 
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safety of the capital : to prevent crimes, discover malefacto~s, and to 
give them up to justice, were the principal functions confided to  me. 
By thieves, 11. Henry was styled the Evil Spirit; and mell did he 
merit the surname, for, with him, cunning and suavity of manners 
were so conjoined as seldom to fail in their purpose. Among the 
coadjutors of M. Henry was 31:. Bertaux, a cross-examiner of great 
merit. m e  proof9 of hid talent may be fonnd in the archives of the 
court. Next to him, I have great pleasure in naming 31. Parisot, 
governor of the prisons. In a word, 31. Henry, Bertaux, and Parisot 
formed a verit:~ble triumvirate, which was incessantly conspiring 
against the perpetrators of a11 manner of crimes ; to extirpate rogues 
from Paris, and to procure for the inhabitants of that immense city a 
perfect security. 

"So soon as I was installed in my new office of secret agent, I com-
menced my ronnd~, in order to take my measures mell for setting 
effectually to work. These journeys, which occupied me nearly 
twenty days, furnished me with many useful, and important obser- 
vations, but as yet I mas only preparing to act, and studying my 
ground. 

"One morning I mas hastily summoned to attend the chief of the 
division. The matter in hand 'was to discover a man named Watrixr, 
accused of having fabricated and put in circulation false money and 
bank notes. The inspectors of the police had already arrested Wat- 
rin, but, according to custom, had allowed him to  escape. M. Henry 
gave me every direction which he deemed likely to assist me in the 
search after him ; but, unfortunately, he had only gleaned a few 
simple particulars of his usual habits and customary haunts : erery 
place he was'known to frequent was freely pointed out to me ; but 
i t  was not very likely he would be found in those resorts which pru 
dence would call upon him carehlly to avoid ; there remained, there 
fore, only a chance of reaching him by some by-path. When I learn 
that he had left his effects in a furnished house, where he once lodged, 
on the boulevard of Mont Parnasse, I took it for granted that, sooner 
or later, he would go there in search of his property, or at  least that 
he mould send some person t o  fetch it from thence ;consequently, 1 
directed all my vigilance to  this spot, and after having reconnoitred 
the house. I lay in ambush in its vicinity night and day, in order t o  
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keep a watcLful eye upon all comers and goers. This \vent on for 
nearly a week, when, weary of not observing any thing, I determined 
upon engaging the master of the house in my interest, and to hire an 
apartment of him, where I accordingly established nlyself \I-ith An-
nette, certain that my presence could give rise to no sus1)icion. I 
had occupied this post for about fifteen days, when one evening, at 
eleven o'clock, I was informed that Watrin had just come, accom-
panied by another person. Owing to a slight incIispo*ition, I ha(1 
retired to bed earlier than usual ; however, at  this ~lcrnsI rove 1139t-
ily, and descended the staircase by four stairs a t  a tirne; but wh:~t-
ever diligence I might use, I was only just in time to catch TVatrin'~ 
companion ;h i ~ nI had no right to detain, but I made myself sure 
that I might, by intimidation, obtain further particulars fiom him. I 
therefore seized him, threatened him, and soon drew from him a con-
fession that he was a shoemaker, and that Watrin lived with him, 
No. 4, Rue des Mauvais Garqons. This was all I wanted to know: 
I had only had time to slip an old greatcoat over my shirt, and 
without stopping t o  put on more garments, I hurried on to the place 
thus pointed out to me. I reached the house at the very instant that 
some person was quitting i t :  persuaded that it was Watrin, I stp 
tempted to seize him; he escaped fiom me, and I darted after him 
up a staircase ; but, a t  the moment of grasping him, a violent blow 
wnich struck my chest, drove me down twenty stairs. I sprang for-
~ a r dagain, and that so quickly, that to q a p e  from my pursuit he 
M as compelled to return into the house through a sash window. I 
tLen knocked loudly at  the door, summoning him to  open it  without 
d~lay. This he refused to do. I then desired Annette (who had fol-
lowed me) to go in search of the guard, and while she was preparing 
to obey me, I counterfeited the noise of a man descending the stairs. 
Watrin, deceived by this feint, was anxious to satisfy himself whethe] 
I had actually gone, and sofily put hi^ head out of window to observe 
Ifall was safe. This was exactly what I wanted. I made a vigoroua 
dart forward, and seized him by the hair of his head : he grasped me 
m the same manner, and a desperate struggle took place ; jammed 
against the partition wall which separated us, he opposed me with a 

determined resistance. Nevertheless, I felt that he was growing 
heaker I collected all my strength for a last effort; I strained every 
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nerve, and drew him nearly out of the window through which we 
were struggling: one more trial and the victory was mine; but in 
the earnestness of my grasp we both rolled on the passage floor, on 
to which I had pulled him; to rise, snatch from his hands the shoe 
maker's cutting-knife with which he had armed himself, to bind him, 
and lead him out of the house, was the work of an kstant. Accom-
panied only by Arnette, I conducted him to the prefecture, where I 
received the congratulations, first of M. Henry, and afterward those 
of the prefect of police, who bestowed on me a pecuniary recompense. 
Watrin mas a man of unusual address ;he followed a coarse, clumsy 
businessj and yet he had given himself up to making counterfeit 
money, which required extreme delicacy of hand. Condemned t o  
death, he obtained a reprieve the very hour that was destined for his 
execution; the scaffold was prepared, he was taken down from it, 
and the lovers of such scenes experienced a disappointment. All 
Paris remembers it. A report mas in circulation that he was about 
to make some very important discoveries ;but as he had nothing to 
reveal, a few days afterward he underwent his sentence. 

"Watrin yas my first capture, and an important one too.; this suc- 
cessful beginning awoke the jealousy of the peace-officers, as well as of 
those under my orders ;all were exasperated against me, but in vain ; 
they could not forgive me for being more successful than themselves. 
The superiors, on the contrary, mere highly pleased with my conduct ; 
and I redoubled my zeal, to render myself still more worthy their. 
confidence. 

"About this period a vast number of counterfeit fivefranc pieces 
had got into general circulation ; several of them mere shown me ; 
while examining them, I fancied I could discover the workmanship 
~fBouhin (who had informed against me) and of his friend, Dr. Ter- 
rier. I resolved to satisfy my mind as to the truth of this; and in 
consequence of this determination, I set about watching the steps of 
these two individuals ;but as I durst not follow too closely, lest they 
might recognize me, and mistrust my observation, i t  was difficult for 
me to obtain thg, intelligence I wanted. Nevertheless, by dint of 
anwearied perseverance, I arrived at  the certainty of my not having 
mbtaksn the matter, and the two coiners were arrested in the very 
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sct of fabricating their base coin ; they were shortly after condemnecl 
and executed for it." 

''In  so populous a capital as that of Paris, there are usually a vast 
many places of bad resort, at which assembled persons of broken 
fortune and ruined fame ; in order to judge of them under my own 
eye, I frequented every house and street of ill-fame, sometimes under 
one disguise and sometimes under another; assuming, indeed, a11 
thoue rapid changes of dress and manner which indicated a perijori 
desirous of concealing himself from the observatior~ of the police, till 
the rogues and thieves whom I daily met there firmly believed me to 
be one of themselves ; persuaded of my being a runaway, they would 
have been cut to  pieces before I should have been taken ;for not only 
h:id I acquired their fullest confidence, but their strongest regard ; 
and so much did they respect my situation, as a fugitive galley-slave, 
that they would not even propose to me to join in any of their daring 
schemes, lest it might compromise my safety. All, however, did not 
exercise this delicacy, as will be seen hereafter. Some months had 
passed since I commenced my secret investigations, when chance 
threw in my way St. Germain, whose visits had so often filled me 
with consternation. He  had with him s person named Boudin, whom 
I had formerly seen as a restaurateur in Paris, in the Rue des Prou- 
vaires, and of whom I knew no more than that trifling acquaintance 
which arose from my occasionally exchanging my money for his dih- 
ners. He, however, seemed easily to recollect me, and, addressing h e  
with bold familiarity, which my determined coolness seemed unable 
t o  subdue, 'Pray,' said he, 'have I been guilty of any oEense toward 
you, that you seem so resolved upon cutting rne ?'-' By no meane, 
sir,' replied I ; 'but I have been informed that you have been in the 
service of the police.'-' Oh, oh, is that all,' cried he ;' never uind 
that, my boy; suppose I have, what then ? I had my reavolls ; and 
when I tell you what they were, I am quite sure you will not bear m6 

any ill-will for it.'-' Come, come,' said St. Germain, ' I must have you 
good friends ; Boudin is a.n excellent fellow, and 1 will answer for his 
honor, as I would do for my own. Nany a thing happens in life me 
should never have dreamed of, and if Boudin did accept the situation 
yon mention, i t  mas but to save his brother: besides. you must feel 
ratbfied, that were his principles such as a geutleruan cugh pot to 
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px,sess, why, you would not find him in my company.' I was much 
a~nused with this excellent reasoning, as well as with the pledge given 
for Boudin's good faith; however, I no longer sought to avoid the 
conrersation of Boudin. I t  was natural enough that St. Germain 
~hould relate to me all that had happened to him since his last disap- 
v,.nrance, which had given rne such pleasure. 

"After cotnplimenting me on my flight, he informed me that after 
ruy arrest he had recovered his employment, which he, however, was 
tlot fbrtunate enough to keep ; he lost it a second time, and had since 
been compelled to trust to his wits to procure a subsistence. I re-
quested he mould tell me what had become of Blondy and Delnc? 
'What,' said he ;' the two who slit the wagoner's throat 3 Oh, why, 
t.he guillotine settled their business at  Beauvais.' When I learnt that 
these two villains had a t  length reaped the just reward of their 
crimes, I experienced but one regret, and that mas, that the heads of 
their worthless accomplices had not fallen on the same scaffold. 

"ARer me had sat together long enough to empty several bottles 
of wine, we separated. A t  parting, St. Germain having observed that 
I was but meanly clad, inquired what I was doing, and as I carelessly 
answered that at  present I had 110 occupatiot~, he promised to do his 
best. for me, and to push my interest the first opportnnity that offered. 
1 suggested that, as I very rzrely ventured out, for fear of being ar-
rested, we might not possibly meet again for some time. 'You can 
see me whenever you choose,' said he ; 'I shall expect that you will 
call on me frequently.' Upon my promise to  do so, he gave me his 
address, without once thinking of asking for mine. 

"St. Germain was no longer an object of such excessive terror as 
forrnerly in my eyes; I even thought i t  my interest to keep him in 
sight, for if I applied myself to scrutinizing the actions of snspicious 
persons, who better than he called for the most vigilant attention 3 
In a word, I resolved upon purging society of such zt monster. Mean-
vhile, I waged a determined war with all tile crowd of rogues who 
infested the capital. About this time, robberies of every species were 
m-zltiplyiug to a frightful extent: nothing mas talked of but stolen 
palisades, out-houses broken open, roofs stripped of their lead ;more 
than t r e a ty  reflecting iamps were successively stolen from the Rua 
tc'ontaine au Roi, without the plunderers being detected. For a 
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whole month the inspectors had been lying i n  wait in order t o  sur 
prise them, and the first night of their discontinuing their vigilance 
the same depredations took place. In  this state,. which appeared like 
s e t t ag  t,he police st defiance, I accepted the task which none seemed 
able to  accomplish, and in a very short time I was enabled to bring 
the whole band of these shameless pl~~nderers to pnblic justice, which 
immediately consigned them to the galleys. 

Each day increased the number of my discoveries. Of the many 
who werpl committed to  prison, there were none who did not owe 
their arrest to me, and yet not cjne of them for a moment suspected 
my share in the business. I managed so well, that neither within nor 
~ i t h o u tits malls had the slightest suspicion transpirecl. The thieves 
of my acquaintance looked upon me as their best friend a11(1 true com- 
rade ; the others esteemed themselves happy to hnve all op1)ortunity 
of initiating me in their secrets, whether from the pleasure of con- 
versing with me, or in the hope of benefiting by my counsels. I t  
was pricoipally beyond the barriers that I met with these rli~fvrtunnte 
beings. One day that I mas 'crossing the outer 13ouler;1rds,I was 
accosted by St. Oerrnain, who was still accompanied by Uoudin. 
They i n~ i t ed  me to dinner ;I aeceptcd the proposition, and over n 
bottle of wine they did me the honor to propose that I slloulcl make 
a third in an intended murder. 

"The matter in hand mas to dispatcll tn-o old men who lived 
together in the house which Boudin had formerly occupied in the Rue 
d2n l'rot!vaires. Shuddering a t  the confide~~ce placed in me by these 
villains, I yet blessed the invisible hand which had led them to  seek 
my aid. A t  first I affected some scruples at entering into the plot, 
but a t  last fcigned to yield t o  their lively and pressing solicitations, 
and it was agreed that m e  should wait the favorable momeut for put- 
ting into execution this most execrable project. This resolution taken, 
I bade farewell to St. Germain and his companion, and (decided upon 
preventing the meditkted crime) hastened to carry a report of the 
affair to M. Benry, who sent me, without loss of time, to obtain more 
ample details of the discovery I had just made to him. His intention 
was t o  satisfy himself whether I had been really solicited to take part 
in it, or whetler, from a mistaken devotion to  the cause of justice, I 
had endeavomd to  in~tigate those unhappy men to an act whkh would 
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render then1 amenable to it. I protested that I had adopted no such 
expedient, and as he discovered marks of truth in my manner and 
declaration, he expressed himself satisfied. He did not, however, 
omit to impress on me the followirlg discourse upon instigating agents, 
which penetrated my very heart. Ah, why was it  not also heard by 
those wretches, who, since the revdution, have made so Inany victims 
The renewed era of legitimacy wcdd not then, in somecircumstances, 
have recalled the bloody days of another epoch. 'Relnember well,' 
said 31. Henry to me, in conclusion, 'remember that the greatest 
scourge to society is he who urges another on to the comnlission of 
evil. Where there are no instigators to bad practices, they are corn- 
mitted only by the really hardened; because they alone are capable 
of conceiving and executing them. Weak beings may bc drawn 
away and excited : to precipitate them into the abyss, it frequently 
requires no more than to call to  your aid their passions or self-love ; 
but he who avails himself of their weakness to procure their destruc- 

-tion, is more than a monster-he is the guilty one, and it is on his 
head that the sword of justice should fall. As to those engaged in 
the police, they had better remain forever idle, than create matter for 
employment.' . 

"Although this lesson was not required in my case, yet I thanked 
11. IIexlry for it, who enjoined me not to lose sight of the two assas- 
sins, arid to use every tneans in my power to prevent their arriving 
at  the completion of their cliaholical plan. 'The police,' said he, 
is instituted as iiluch to correct and punish malefhctors, as to pre- 

Trent tlieir committirig crimes; but on every occasion I would wish it 
GObo, understood, that we hold ourselves under greater obligatiolls to 
that, person who prevents o~le  crime, than to him who procures the 
punishment of many.' * * * * * * * * * 

"At the words 'secret agent,' a feeling almost approaching to 
suffocation stole over me, but I quickly rallied upon perceiving that 
however true the report might be, i t  had obtained but little faith with 
St. Germain, who was evidently waiti~lg for my explanation or denial 
of it, without once suspecting its reality. My ever-ready genius 
quickly flew to my aid, and without hesitation I replied, that I w*?s 
not much surprised a t  the charge, and for the simple reason that I 
myself had been the first to set the rnmor afloat. St. Germain stared 
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with wonder. 'My good fellow,' said I, 'you are well aware that 1 
managed to escape from the police while they were transferring me 
from La Force to Bicetre. Well ! I went to Paris and stayed there 
till I could go elsewhere. One must live, you know, how and where 
one can. Unfortunately, I am still compelled to  play at  hide and 
seek, and i t  is only by assuming a variety of disguises that I dare 
venture abroad, to look about and just see what my old friends are 
doing ; but, in spite of all my precautions, I live in constant dread of 
many individuals, whose keen eyes quickly penetrate my assumition 
of other names and habits than my own ; and who, having formerly 
been upon terms of familiarity with me, pestered me with questions 
I had no other means of shaking off, than by insinuating that I was 
in the pay of the police; and thus I obtained the double advantage 
of evading, in my character of "spy," both their suspicions and ill- 
will, should they feel disposed to exercise i t  in procuring my a r r e s ~ '  

'' 'Enough--enoqh,'interrupted St. Germain; 'I believe you; and 
to convince you of the unbroken confidence I place in you, I will let 
you into the secret of our plans for to-night.' " 

W e  add a single adventure which is lllustratire of the shrewdness 
and success of the ever-active, fearless, qelf-reliant, and successful 
Vidocq :-

"I was employed to detect the authors of a nocturnal robbery, 
committed by climbing and forcible entry into the apartments of the 
Prince de Cond6, in the Palais Bourbon. Glasses of a vast size had 
disappeared, and their abstraction was effected with so much precau- 
tion, that the sleep of two cerberi, who supplied the place of a watcb- 
man, had not been for a moment disturbed. The frames in which 
these 'glasses bad been were not at  ail injured: and I was at  first 
tempted to  believe that they had been taken out by looking-glass 
makers or cabinet-makers ;but  in Paris these workmen are so numer- 
ous, that I could not pitch on any one of them whom I know,with 
any certainty of suspicion. Yet I was resolved to detect tho guilty, 
and to erect this I commenced my inquiries. 

'& The keeper of a sculpture-gallery, near the Quineaux of the invs  
Lids, g w e  me first the information by which I was guided. About three 
o'clock in the morning, he had seen near his door several glasses in the 
care of a young man, who pretended to have been obliged to station 
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them there while waiting for the return of hid porters, who bad broken 
their hand-barrow. Two hours afterward, the young man, having 
found two messengers, had made them carry off the glasses, and lrad 
directed them to the side of the Fountain of the Invalids. ,According 
to  the keeper, the person he saw was about twenry-three years of 
age, and about five feet and an inch (French measure). He  was 
clofhed in an iron-gray greatcoat, and had a very good countenance. 
This information was not immediately useful to me ;but i t  led me to 
find the messenger, who, the day after the robbery, had carried some 
glasses of large size to  the Rue Saint-Dominique, and left them at the 
little Hatel de Caraman. These mere, in all probability, the glasses 
stolen, and if they were, who could say that they had not changed 
domicile and owner 3 I had the person who had received them pointed 
out to me, and determined on introducing myself to her; and that 
my presence might not inspire her with fear, i t  was in the guise of a 
cook that I introduced myself to her notice. The light jacket and 
cotton nightcap are the ensigns of the profession; I clothed myself 
in such attire, and, fully entering into the spirit of my character, went 
to t)he little H8tel de Caraman, where I ascended to  the first floor. 
The door was closed ; I knocked, and it mas opened to me by a very 
good-looking young fellow, who asked me what I wanted. I gave 
him an address, and told him that having learnt that he was in want 
of a cook, I had taken the liberty of offering my services to him. 

" My dear fellow, you are under a mistake,' he replied, ' the ad- 
dress you have given me is not mine, but as there are two Rues 
Saint-Dominique, i t  is most probably to the other that you should go.' 

"All Ganymedes had not been carried ,off to Olympus, and tho 
handsome youth who spoke to me had manners, gestures, and language, 
which, united to his appearance, convinced ine in an instant witE 
wl~ommy business lay. I instantly assumed the tone of an initiate in 
tho mysteries of the ultra philanthropists, and after some signs which 
he perfectly understood, I told him how very sorry I was that he did 
not waut me 

" 'Ah, sir,' I said to him, 'I mould rather remain with pou, eveD 
if yon only gave me half what I should get elsewhere ; if you only 
knew how miserable I am; I have been six months out of place, and 
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I do not get a dinner every day. Wuuld you believe that th~r ty-as  
hours have elapsed and I h:~venot taken any thing 3' 

'You pain me, my good fellow ; what, are you still Kqsting? 
Come, come, you shall dine here.' 

"I had really an appetite capable of giving the lie I had just ut- 
tered all the tretnblance of truth ;a two-l~oandloaf, half a fowl, cbeese, 
and a bottle of wine which Ile liacl procured, did not make long 
sojourn on the table. Once filled, I beaan again to talk of 1ny unfor-
tunate condition. 

" 'See, sir,' said I, 'if i t  be possible to  be in a more pitiable situa- 
tion. I know four trades, and out of the whole four can not get em- 
ploy in one-tailor, hatter, cook ;I know a little of all, and yet can not 
get on. My first start was as a looking-glass setter.' 

"'A looking-glass setter !' said be, abruptly ; and without giv- 
ing him time to ireflect o : ~  the ilnpradence of such an exclamation, 1 
went on. 

'' 'Yes, a looking-glass setter, arlc11 know that trade the best of the 
four ;F,ut business is so dead that there is really lo thing now stirring 
in it.' 

"'Here, my friend,' said the young man, presenting to me n small 
glass; ' t l~ i s  is brandy, it will do you good ;you know not how much 
you iuterest me. I can give you work fbr several days.' 

" 'Ah ! sir, you are too good, you r2store me to lit2 ;how, if you 
please, do you intend to etllploy xne ?' 

" 'As a looking-glass framer.' 
" 'If you have glasses to fit, pier, Psyche, light-of-day, joy-of-Ntlr 

cissus, or any'otliers, you I~ave only to  intrust me wit11 them, and I 
will give you a cast of my craft.' 

" 'I have glasses of great beauty ; they mere at my country-house, 
whence I gent for them, Iest the gentlemen Cossacks should take :, 
fancy to bre:~k them.' 

"'You mere quite right ;but may I see them ?' 
'Yes, my friend.' 

"He  took me into a room, and a t  the first glance I recoguized the 
glasses of the Palais Bourbon. I mas ecstatic in their praise, their 
size, &c. ;and after having examined them with the minute attention 
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of a man wii? understands what he is about, 1 praised the skill of the 
workman who unframed them, without injury to the silvering. 

"'The workman, my friend,' eaid he ;'the workman was myself; 
I would not allow any other person to touch them, not even to  load 
them in the carriage.' 

"'Ah ! sir, I am very sorry to give you the lie, but what you tell 
me is impossible; a man must have been a workman to undertake 
such work, and even. the best of the craft might not have succeeded.' 

''In spite of my observation, he persisted in asserting that he had 
no help, and as i t  woulcl not have answered my purpose to have con- 
tradicted him, I dropped the subject. 

"A lie was an accusation at' which he might have been angry, but 
tie did not speak with less suenity, and after having given me his 
~nstructions, desired me to come early next day, and begin my work 
as early as possible. 

" 'Do not forget to bring your diamond, as I wish you to remove 
those arches, which are no longer fashionable.' 

" He had no more to say to me, and I had no more to learn. I lefi 
1Jm, and went to join my two agents, to whom I gave the description 
of the person, and desired them to follow him if he should go out. A 
warrant was necessary to effect his apprehension, which I procured ; 
and soon afterward, having changed my dress, I returned, with the 
commissary of police and my agents, to the house of the amateur of 
glasses, who did not expect me so soon. He did not know me a t  first, 
and it was only a t  the termination of our search, that, examining me 
more closely, he said to me :-

" 'I think I recognize you ; are you not a cook 3' 
"'Yes, sir,' I replied ; 'I am cook, tailor, hatter, looking-glasa 

setter, and, moreoxer, a spy, a t  your service.' 
"My coolness so much disconcerted him, that he could not utter 

another word. 
"This gentleman was named Alexander Paruitte. Besides the two 

glasses, and two chimeras in gilt bronze, which he had etolen from 
the Palais Bourbon, many other articles mere found in his apartments, 
the producc of various robberies. The inspectors who had accornya- 
r~iedme in this expedition undertook to condr~ct Paruitte to the depot, 
but, on the way, were careless enough to allow him to escape, IN!! 

3 
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was i t  udtii ten days afterward that I contrived to get sight of hlm, 
a t  t .le gate of' the embassador of his highness, the Sultan 31r.hmoud 
and I apprehended him at the moment he got into the carriage of a 
Turk, who :~l)parently had sold his odnlisqnes. 

"I am st,ill at  r2 loss to explain how, in spite of obstacles which 
the most expert robbers judged insurmountable, Paruitte effected the 
robbery which twice compelled me to see him. He was steadfast 
in his assertion of having no companions; for on his trial, when 
sentenced to irons and imprisonment, no inclication, not even the 
slightest, could he elicited, encouraging the idea that he had any 
participators." 

The annals of this Bureau, me think, will establish the three fol- 
lowing pl-opositions : 

I. The Detective Bureau, although contrary to the spirit of our 
republican institutions in time of peace, is indispensable in time of mar. 
- 11. Some of the most important army movements and battles have 

been made and fought entirely upon information obtained through 
this Bureau. 

111. There is nothing in the Secret Service that demands a viola-
tion of honor, or a sacrifice of principle, beyond the ordinary rules of 
warfare. 

Reference will be made to these statements in con~~cction with 
the striking and illustrative facts which will be recorded in the 
progress of the narrative. 

There is an important distinction to be made between the service 
of a scout and that of a detective. The principal qualifications in tho 
scout are courage and daring. He is to  ride boldly into the enem y'e 
lines, generally during action, or while the army is in motion, to 
ascertnin the locality and movements of the hostile forces. 

The detective must possesi ability, shrewdness, great self-reliancc 
and self-control, discretion, courage, and integrity. TIe will have 
complicated and important measures to  carry forward, requiring no 
ordinary amount of ment.al power, and plans and plots to unravel 
which demand keen discernme~~t and a profound knowledge of men ; 
critical moments, when vacillation, or even hesitation, mould be fatal; 
secrets, which without a complete mastery over feeling and all its 
forms of expression, will be revealed ; delicate questbns of proced~re 
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and duty, to decide which the nicest prudence will be necessary; 
dangers to meet, requiring a fearless spirit nothing cau nlnrm or in- 
timidate ; and, to crown all, as the servant of the Gavernment in 
matters of the gravest respons,ibility, he must have reliability of 1 

character to win and hold the unclouded confidence of its officelw 
in his revelations, on which the most mornentous operations may 
depend. ' 

A moment's reflection will convince an; mind of the correctness 
of this estimate of qualifications, among which the last-mentioned 
has not been generally understood and appreciated. But the fideliti 
to his trust of the Chief of the Detective Police must be such as to 
command no ordinary faith in information which may decide the 
victory' or defeat of an army. Not only so, but l ~ o  must be ioap-
proachable by bribery. Striking illustrations of this will be given in 
the record of official services. Another interesting $act will nppew ; 
General Baker's impartial justice to the colored mce, in contrast 
with the animus of slavery, whose most cruel wrongs he was com- 
pelled to meet, and endeavored to remedy. 

The detective police has ever been an indispensable institution 1b 
the old monarchies of other Iands. The throne is apart from the 
people, and under its shadow watchful eyes must guard the sover- 
eign's life and law, by observing and reporting the first symptom of 
discontent, or intimations of a treasonable plot. 

, In  a republic the people gorern, and in the nature of thlngs an 
official espionage in the time of peace over their conduct, by some of 
their own number, is contrary to the genius of the institutions they 
create and control. Brit when war, especially its most fearful form, 
a civil conflict, exists, the unnatural conditi-on of things calls for the 
detective service, to watch and bring to. justice the enemies of the 
State, who are plotting its ruin. 

There are reasons why such needful and valuable service has fallen 
into dishonor, many regarding i t  as small and doubtful business in its 
nature, thoroughly illustrated by the common adage, " I t  takes a 
rogue to catch a rogue." In  despotic count'ries, shrewd and im~rin-  
sipled men have been largely employed to betray their companions in 
guilt, and, guided by their experiences in vice, to put the police nod 
other officers of justice on the track of criminals. 
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In  this country, the Detective Bureau was entirely new; and 
there was, for a time, mismanagement of its work in certain quarters 
Department commanders, district and post provost-marshals, and 
post quartermasters, permitted by  military law and army regulatious 
to do so, have, in the contingencies of the case, employed detectives. 
Most of these persons had only a limited knowledge of the detectivo 
service. As an inevitable result, the most ignorant, unscrupulous, 
and worthless characters were sometimes employed by them. 

The fact is, the detective business for the war was commenced 
.with no head, system, or regulations, excepting such as were made by 
those having no knowledge of the peculiar and difficult business, 

Had Congress passed a law at the outset of the Rebellion, author- 
lzing the organization of a detective police, with a head responsible 
only to  the War or some other ~ e ~ a r t m e n t ,  no complaints would 
ever have been heard against a detective police system. 

From the nature of the detective's professions1 work, he mbd 
pre-eminently awaken prejudice at  every step, and make bitter ene- 
mies, not only among those hostile t o  the cause with which his special 
service is connected, but also among its friends. 

He must interf'ere mith plana of speculation, and cut off extra 
rations, which unlawful appropriations might secure. Then, again, 
his business forbids him to  give his authority for certain acts, or 
assign any reason for his procedure. Hence the clamor was often 
raised, of rash and lawless abuse of power, when all the time he was 
acting under the direct orders of Government. These statements 
will have abundapt confirmation in the pages of this history. 

And we doubt whether any other officer, not excepting the 
Lieutenant-General, has more patiently borne misrepresentation aud 
abuse in silence, for the sake of the common cause of the country, 
than General Baker. 

With sublime moral courage, for nearly five years he toiled on, 
with the crushing weight of public opinion, and prejurlice, and peril 
of death constantly before him, sustained by exalted patriotisn~, 
and a laudable desire to excel in his peculiar service or line of duty. 
While the public press was filled with eulogies upon daring and valor 
of officers in the field, the Chief of the Detective Bureau, whose 

deeds are no less heroic, and the importance of whose achirvelnentr 
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oannot oe over-estimated, if noticed at  all by the press, is referred to 
in a doubtful or contemptuous manner. And even when the chief 
and his subordinates frequented the presidential mansion, after the 
execution of the assassins of Nr. Lincoln, because telegrams were 
received from leading army officers, giving information of a design 
by friends of the murderers to  avenge their death, the object and 
motives of the protection were unappreciated and, by a member of 
the cabinet, denounced. The facts will appear in the progress of 

@these annals. 
>Ic was not permitted to disclose his authority for the summary 

01.1;he was required to do. l'licl proltriety for such a course Ijy the 
War Department we do not questio~~, for we know not the rensoris 
back of it-they are not given. The fact, however, presents clearly 
the offensive position in which he was placed by the difficult and 
perilous office he held, even while he desired to be transferred to a 
more pleasant service. He  was thus the target of unjust suspicion 
and bitterest hate, when the true object of the popular and personal 
displeasure mas in reality the Government he was faithfully obeying. 
W e  give here a single-forcible illustration of the truth of thest? 
statements, and of General Baker's uncomplaining endurance of un- 
geserved persecution. 

During 1862, an order was issued t o  arrest a certain prominexlt 
Pennsylvanian, on the charge of selling a large quantity of bandages 
m d  lint donated by ladies benevolent societies in Philadelphia for the 
benefit of the union soldiers. ' 

General Baker knew nothing about the case, having no acquaintr 
ance even with the individual, nor tile charges brought against 
himi 

I t  was his official work only. to arrest and confine him in the Old 
Capitol prison. This duty he performed. Within an hour, a whole 
delegation of fi3ends called at General baker'^ headquarters, and, in 
art excited and boisterous manner, demanded the prison el*'^ relebse. 
1Ie was offered a large amount for bail. To all this outcry arid ap 
peal, Ile calmly replied, that he knew nothing of the charges; was 
imply executing orders. The same everling, an indignation meeting 
was held, presided over by Judge B-, a prominent Union man of 
Pennsylvania. Reso:li tions were passed, openly denouncing General 



Raker as an arbitrary, vindictive man, and appointing n comm~tteh 
to wait on the President and Secretary of War, asking for his dis-
missal from service. In this instance, which is one among mally of 2 
similar character, lie was not permitted to show the order of arreht 
to any citizei , PAreporter was never allowed to etiter his I~eacl- 
qlarters, nor any communic~tion allowed to be had by his bureau 
with the p~tblic press. Yet there are not wanting cheering tokeris 
of confidence snd esteem. The citizens of Philadelpllia prese~ited 
him with a badge of solid gold, nearly three inches square, sur-
mounted by an eagle carvcrl fiom the coin, and bearing on a scroli 
the n-onls "Death to Traitors;" and on the back, "Presented to 
L. C.  Baker, by his friends." Its value was not less than two hundred 
dollars. 

The officers of the First District Cavalry,. raised by General Baker, 
presented to him an elegant saber, with sash of Chins silk, valued at 
about the same amount. 

He was also tllc recipient, from officers, of the no st elaborately 
finished saddle and trappings probably in the country. I ts  value 
mas six hundred and fifty dollars. These and other mementoes of 
regard confirm the state~nent, made by prominent officers, that his 
sl~l,ordinates in the Gure:ul, numbering in all about four htllid~.ecl~ 
mere ready to fight for himN- 

We have received, among other volunteer testimony to  his officiaJ 
sagacity and achievements, the following-the first from n chaplain 
in " Baker's Cavalry," the other from another army chaplain :-

"General Baker, I think, acquitted himself with marvelous tact, 
energy, and success. I-Ie was the terror of a11 rogues, whether with 
clean Cmes or dirty, in broadcloth or rags, with a general's star or :I 

corporal's stripe. I think that, during the rnost critical period of tho 
war, be was (next to Secretary Stanton) the most important officer of 
the Government." 0 

W a s n ~ ~ o ~ o l e ,D. C.. June IS. 166G. 

'' In regard to Gen. L. C.Baker, Chief Detective of the War  Depart- 
ment, during the late rebellion, I feel i t  a duty to say : F i r d  It is 
scarcely possible to estimate the goocl he has accomplished i n  strength-
ening the armies afield. Second. In weeding out the mischievous and 
the worthless. Third. In making copperheads, scoundrels, and traitors 
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feel the secret war power at home. I believe him to have done more 
during the 1a.te war to  save the country than any ,other single power. 
His name carried with it  a dread that made evil-doers tremble. He 
was always at his post when wanted (a rare trait), and most efficient 
when active. Booth knem that Baker was in New York, or he would 
have delayed the tragedy of the 14th of April, 1865 ! And when 210 

knem that Baker was on his trail, his heart fainted in him, and lost 
all hope! . 

"And aom about certain facts Baker may state with respect to men 
high in oflicial relation with the Government or otherwise : The half 
he will not tell. I know of many things he will not state which I 
would. I have no mercy on men who will corrupt and contaminate all 
with whom they come in official *contact ; and men who, in time of 
peace, after treason has been put,down, again secretly plot the over- 
throw of a Gokernment a t  once the best and noblest that the sun of 
the Eternal ever shone upon. 

' "I hope, to see truth come, let it cut where it  may, as I believe the 
country to be still i n  danger ; and unless some master hand will seize 
the knife and lay open the festering'wonnd, the disease of the Repub- 
lic mill never heal ! "I am, very respectfully." 

It may interest the curious reader to give some illustrative incia 
dents in regard to trivial circumstances which lend to  detection, and 
~vhich would escape the notice of men unaccustomed to the close 
observation indispensable to success in the secret service. 

The clue to a deserter's cllarncter was found in his bronzed face, 
while his dress and positive declarations indicated the life of a quiet 
citizen. In another case, the fhlsehood was exposed by the spur-mark 
i ? ~the boot. A soldier in disguise, and asserting his innocence of 
battle-service, was detected through an exmination of his hand, on the 
palm of which was a callous spot where the gun-lock had. pressed in 
the march. 

The red line on Government stockings and the peculiar style of the 
.shirts hare revealed the fact denied by the lips and all the rest of the 
apparel. 

A deserter from the Twelfth Xew York Battery so well concealed 
his Bc soldiering" that nothiw abouthis person confirmed myenspicions 
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At last General Baker resorted to  st~ategy. He watched for an 
opportunity when he \\.as lazily dozing in his office, and sudden1 y and 
loudly shouted : "Fall in, men !" He started up, looked around, and 
began to  prepare for the march. It was plainly useless to  deny any 
longer that he had h e n  in the ranks. 

A t  another t:me, General Baker was searching for n fenlale spy, 
and had his attention drawn to rather a delicate-looking young man, 
whom he followed, with some companions, into a saloon. TIThen {hey 
stood before the bar, drinking and talking, he noticed that this youth 
threw up the fingers often to brush aside the hair. The form was 
shaped like a woman's, and in n sitting posture the hands were crossed 

' just as women are in the habit of placing them. 
He called the astonished stranger aside, and desired a private ipter- 

view, in which he said the game of decepti~l; wes finished-that he 
knew both the sex and business in hand. She burst into tears, and 
confessed all. 

Not unfrequently the simplest disguises were entirely successful. 
The slouched hat drawn down over the forehead; the garb of 
"butternut," or of an honest Kqrmer; the dress and manner of a11 
itinerant Jew ; the face and gait of an inebriate,-each served the 
purpose of an introduction to  the desired company and scenes. 

W e  might multiply illust~~ations, an of dis- and make inventory 
guises in apparel and modes of dressing the hair and face to mllich the 
detective is con~pe!tc?d to resort. I h t ,  excepting the narratives tvllich 
will make further ret-clations of the kind, these will be sufficient to 
indicate the varied language of moral and professional character and 
pursuits to a pradced eye. 

Mention has already been made of the fact that the detective 
police of the Government mere brought into disrepute, and sotne 
reasons assigned for it. His bureau was known as the only regularly 
organized national police, although, as stated before, there were 
employed, a t  the headquarters of every department commander, 
provost-marshal, and quartermaster, a large number of persons. repre 
uenting themselves as Government detectives. These men had been 
selected, in many instances, from the most worthless and disreputable 
characters, and whenever they were found to be receiving bribes, or 
committing other offenses, they were always denominated '' Raker's 



41 GENERAL BAILER A S D  TIIE,SECRET SERVICE. 

detrctives." The reporters of the press invariably did this. Hence 
11e was held responsible to the public for the acts of these scoundrels, 
when in fact he knew nothing of their operations, except as he might 
have occasion, from time to time, to arrest them himself. The provost- 
marshal of the District of Colrrmbia, appointed under the Enrollment 
Act, for the recruiting service, had employed at one tiine a large nwn- 
ber of these detectives. Scarcely a day passed but complaints were 
made at his headquarters respecting these men. There was in tho vicin- 
ity of Washington a large military force; and a bounty had been offer- 
ed for the appreher~sion of deserters. The enrolling provost-marshal a t  
Washington had detailed a number of his detectives and placed them 
on duty at  the Baltimore depot in Washingtol;, for the purpose of 
apprehending them. A deserter, in citizen's clothes, would repair 
to the depot, and attempt to enter the cars ; these officers would 
arrest him, and for a small bribe allow him to go  a t  large. This ma8 
practiced for many months. Colonel Baker called the attention of the 
Secretary of War  to  the Pact, b u t  there seemed to  be no remedy. 
Finally, he determined to ascertain who these detectives were. Assu-
ming the garb and dress of n loafer and deserter, he one evening 
repaired to the depot. He was so completely disguised that his own 
men did not recognize him. On attempting to pass the gate and enter 
the cars, he was stopped by an individual who said, "Let me see your 
ticket." He showed him his railroad ticket, when he charged him 
with being a deserter. He replied that he was not ;  that he was a 
citizen, and did not want to be detained. One or two other detectives 
approached, and all insisted that he should be arrested. Accordingly, 
he was taken into a small room, with one or two others, who had also 
been arrested and searched. They took from him his passage ticket, 
a valuable gold match, and some seventy-five dollars in treasury notes, 
which he had marked for the occasion. He was then placed in charge 
of a detective, to  be taken to the provost-marshal's headquarters. 
Instead of taking Colonel Baker directly there, the detective took 
him to  a low drinking-saloon on Seventh street, near the avenue, 
called the "BlcClellan House," which was the general rendezvous of 
these detectives and deserters. He was here asked to take a drink, but 
he declined, pretending to feel very badly about his arrest. H e  wae 
then taken into a back room, and in the presence of detectives No. 1 
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and 2, his watch and money were divided bet\r~een the two detactlves 
He was here told that he could go at large, provided he would. leave 
his watch and money. He compltlined bitterly of this treatment, and 
threatened to report the facts to Colonel Baker, when they lauglied, 
and remarked that they were not Colonel Baker's detectives, but the 
detectives of the provost-marshal. He consented to give them the 
money, but declined to give up his watch, as i t  was a very valuable 
one. This refusal induced detective No. 2 to take him to the provost+ 
marshal's headquarters. On the way there, he had a conversation 
with the detective, who told him i t  was very foolish for him to go to 
headquarters; if he went .there, he would be locked up for several 
days, and ha l l y  sent back to  his regiment, tried, and perhaps shot as 
a deserter. He persisted, however, in declining to deliver up the 
watch. On arriving at headquarters, Baker was ushered into a room, 
where, seated at a tabIe, he saw the provost-marshal, with whom he war 
well acquainted, and his clerks, none of whom recognized him. Ths 
detective remarked to the provost-marshal, "Here is a deserter, 
captain, that we have taken at  the depot. He won't tell what 
regiment he belongs to, but if me lock him up a few days, and put 
him under the shower-bath, he will p robabl~  tell all about it." The 
provost-nlarshal said to him, "What regiment do you belong to 9" 
He said, "Sir, I am not a deserter, but a citizen." IIe remarked, 
"Oh, that's played out. W e  know yo11 ;me have been looking for 
you for some time." Some other conversation occurred, and the pro- 
vost-marshal directed that Baker should be ,locked up. He  took off 
his old slouched hat, and, standing at the end of the tablc, said to the 
provost-marshal, "I am Colonel Baker. I have assumed this disguise 
for the purpose of detecting your detectives, and ascertaining the 
nodus operandi by which. deserters are allowed to. ,escape." The 
aspect of a proud superiority gare place to  that of eonsternation. Tile 
detective attempted to l ~ t r ~ cthe room, when Colonel Baker imme- 
diately arrested him, took him to his headquarters, searched him, and 
found a portion of the money he had marked, in his pocket. 

It was a standing complaint against the Detective Police Bureau 
that the force was liable to be corrupted. In no other branch of 
public service were the opportunities so great for manipulation and 
bribery as in the police department. It is a well-known fact that 



DETECTWEWORK AROUND THE B&i'iMOf?E &QOT 





GENERAL BAKER AND THE SECRET SERVICE.- 43 

aearly every individual arrested, who represented or personated an 
oEcer of the Government, was alleged to be one of Colonel Baker's 
men. At Barnumys Museum, in 1865, a man was arrested who 
had a forged appointment from him. A t  Elmira, New York, an 
other was arrested with a similar paper, endorsed by the Secre 
tary of War. These, and hundreds of other instances of a simila 
character, were heralded through the country as a sufficient reaso~. 
why the Detective Bureau should be abolished. I n  New York, two 
individuals by the names of RIcNeil and Garvin had for a long 
time represented themselves as attached to his force. They visited 
saloons and gambling-houses, threatening to close then1 up unlesa 
certain sums of money were paid. Their operations were principally 
confined to the arrest of deserters, who were endeavoring to keep out 
of the may of arrest. In the month of February, these individuals 
arrested one John H. Harris, who \\-as an omnibus-driver in the city 
of New York, and demanded from him the sum of one hundred 
dollars, in consideration of which they would allow him to  go  a t  
large. The fact was reported to Colonel Baker, and he immediately 
detailed officers to search for these bogus detectives. 

Harris not having the money with him, but having a friend in 
Maiden Lane, by the name of Depew, he asked McNeil and Garvin to 
come to his friend's store the following morning and he mould give 
them the one hundred dollars. In  the mean time Baker directed a 
detective to conced himself in the store. At the appointed time the 
detectives arrived, received the one hundred dollars, and were imrne 
diately arrested, tried, convicted, and sentenced to the penitentiary. 

Report in cases of John McNeil and Charles Garvin. 

John H. Harris, of No 156 West Thirty-fifth street, betwee 
Sixth and Seventh Avenues, stage-driver, states :-

He has been arrested twice before this, on charge of being a 
deserter; both times discharged, and no proof against him. 

On February 17, 1865, McNeil and Garvin got into his stage, 
rode with him to the end of his route, here they arrested him on 
charge of being a deserter; told him they were Government oliicers, 
and proposed to comproaise the matter with him. He took them to  
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his honse, and arranged to pay them one hundred dollars if they 
would meet him the next day at the office of a Mr. Depew. They 
declined ; then went together to Depew's hotel, represented them- 
selves to Depem as Government officers, and authorized to make 
arrests ; agreed to let 03Iiarris if Depew would become respansible 
for the payment of one hundred dollars next dsy. Depew agreed to 
do so; parties arranged to meet at  ' ~ e ~ e w ' s  office, No. 53 Cedar 
Street.. Depew then gave infortnation to Colonel Baker, who sent 
one officer to the place of meeting. The parties met ; NcNeil pro- 
fessing to have a de~criptive list for Harris, which he s:lid he mould 
tear up on receipt of the one hundred dollars. The one hundred 
dollars were paid by Depew to BfcNeil and Garvin, when the officer 
appeared and took them into custody. 

The money and certain papers are transmitted to you with this 
statement. The money mill be needed in proof, after which I think 
it  should be returned to Depew. 

3. 11. H ~ R R I S .  

It may be said, that the deception and misstatements resorted to, 
dnd inseparable from the detective service, are'demornli~in~, and prore 
unsoundness of character in its officers. But i t  rnmt be borne in mint1 
that, in war, no commander fails to deceive the enemy when possible, 
to secure the least advantage. Spies, scouts, intercepted correspon- 
dence, feints in army movements, misrepresent:itions of military 
strength and position, are regardecl as honorable means of securing 
victory over the foe. The work or the detective is simply deception 
reduced to a science or profession ; and whatever objection, on ethical 
grounds, may lie against the secret selnvice, lies with equal force against 
the strategy and tactics of Washington, Scott, Grant, and the host ol 
their illustrious associates in the wars of the world. War  is a last 
and terrible resort in the defense of even a righteous cause, and sets 
a t  defiance.al1 the ordinary laws and c u s t o x ~ ~ ~of society, overriding 
the rights of property and the sanctity of the Sabbath. And not 
until the nations learn war no more, will the work of deception and 
waste of morals, men, and treasures, cease. 
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The &st Visit to Washington-Interview with General Hiram Walbridge, a:ld Hoa 
W. D. IC~lley-Introduction to General Winfield Scott-Return to New Ycrk 
-A!yoilLted by Gener:~l Scott to renew the Attempt to visit Richmond-The Brat 
Pailure-Crossing the Lines-The ArrestExaminations-Sent to C3rneral 
Beauregard-On to Richmond. 1 

1~ April, 1861, I went to Wnslijngton, to learn, if possi- 
ble, in what capacity I could serve the loyal cause. At 
Willard's Hotel, I met its able and fearless champion, 
General Hiram TValbridge, of New York, and the Hon. 
William D. Kelley, of Philadelphia. We conversed freely 
upon the condition of the country, and the necessity of inore 
reliable information respecting the strength and movements 
of the enemy. 

General Walbridge the11 said to me, "~ > k e r ,  you are 
the man of all others to go into this secret service ; yo11 
have the ability and courttge.' ' General W:, with tlie 
Hon. Mr. Kelley, strongly urged an interview/ with Gen-
eral Scott, mlio was in command of the Army of tlie 
United States ; accompanied by him and tlie Hon. George 

Wright, of California. I went to his rooms. hly father 
having fought under Gen. Scott in the last mar with England, 
I was introduced as the son of "an old friend, with dis- 
cretion, ability, and courage to do mllnt was ilecessary." 

After a little general conversation, tlie venerable com-
mander requested those present to leave the room, w11m he 
hllced freely of my experiences as a detective, and tlie 
services required to ascertain the strength and plans of tlie 
cnemy, requesting an interview tlie follo~~-ing day. 

At tlle hour appointed, with ;L deliberate purpose to accept 
any service for the country lie might desire, I was again 
closeted with tho Lieut.-Qeuerul. After stating that he had 
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thus fikr found it impossible to obtain definite information re-
apectirlg the rebel forces at Manassas, tliat of the five men who 
liad been sent to Ricllmond two were known to be killed, 
and the other three mere probably taken prisoners, with 
patriarchal and patriotic interest, he said to me : "Young 
man, if you have judgment and discretion, you can be of 
great service to the country." 

Ithen told him that I could not immediately engage in the 
service, but must at once return to New York, to arrange un- 
settled affairs; and left him with the understanding that I 
should report to liim as soon as circumstances mould per~iiit. 
The latter part of June, I. was again in \Vashiogton, and 
had repeated interviews mitli the General. The result mas, 
a definite arrangement for a journey toward Richmond, if 
not in lo  the rebel capital. Directions in detail were given 
me respecting the difficult service Iwas expected to perform. 

Taking from liis vest pocket ten.double eagles of coin, 
General Scott handed them to me, expressing the warmest 
hopes of my success in the excursion to ''Dixie." 

July 11,1861, I started for Richmond. Along the route 
of my travel toward the Confederate Capital, and while 
there, 1mas to learn, if possible, the locality and strength of 
the hostile troops, especially of the dreaded Black-horse 
cavalry, and also of their fortifications ; leaving no oppor- 
tunity to gather items of inforination concerning the inove- 
ments and plans of the enemy .rvliicli might be of any service 
to the Government. 

To one unacquainted with the nature of the service, it 
nl'ky seem strange that our troops should not know my char- 
acter an.d design. But such concealment is not only alway a 
practiced in the Secret service, but wm pre-eminently needful 
k,r 11sat that time, when we knew not wliom to trust, because 
traitors mere in the Government and in the army. To let the 
Union troops into the secret, would be to send it to Rich-
mond before Ihad reached Manassas. Guarding the frontier 
of the Confederacy, the rebel army lay before Washington, 
stretching from a point three miles below Alexandria, toward 
the Potomac, eight miles above the capital. At Alexandria, 
then recently stained with the martyr blood of Ellsworth, 
Oen. Heintzelman was Provost-marshal. No passes were 
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recognized by either the Union or rebel army, and 1 milst 
necessarily run tlie risk eqnally, in the attempt to pass their 
lines, of being arrested as a spy. The surreptitious move- 
ments would begin, therefore, with the first step from Ivasll 
ington toward the " sacred soil of Virginia." 

1 m e ~ tto a daguerrean establishment, and purchased for 
four dollars an old box ~vhicli had once contained photo- 
graphic apparatus, slung it across m y  back, after the fashion 
of an itinerant artist, and started for Alexandria. Four miles 
out of the city I came to the Second Maine Regiment, and 
proceeded at once to the headquarters of the colonel. He 
received me politely, and wished me to take a view of tlie 
camp, including his tent and the principal officers standing 
in the foreground. War scenes mere new to the people, and 
the desire mas natural enough, to gratify friends at home 
with pictures of the martial field. After s good dinner, I 
took iny box, and told the colonel I monld go to a neighbor- 
ing hill and take views of tlie encampment, then return to 
photograph the headquarters. I mas soon in the woods with 
my hollow box, eluding guards, and pnshing forward through 
the tangled undergrowth, toward tlie Ilett~*tof rebeldoni. 
When across the Feseral lines as 1 supposed, I was startled 
mitli tlie shout, "Who goes there 3'' I looked up, to see a 
sentinel, with lifted gun, starding npon a linol1,just before me. 

I liad no alternative but to snrreniler, and n~arch with 
him to tlie colonel's quarters. Tliis officer was sure lie had 
caught a spy, and, escorted by ten men, I was sent back along 
the railroid, the same way I came, to General Heintzelinan's 
headquarters, Tlie lieutenant in charge presented me to the 
commanding officer, with the following fluttering and promis- 

. ing introduction : "Here is a spy, general, that me found 
lurking about our camp, trying to get through the lines." 

"011 ! you villain you, you," said Heintzelman, with hi 
usual nasal twang and an oath, " trying to get tlimugh my 
lines, are you ? I've a good notion to cut your head off! 
But 1'11 fix you, you rascal ; I'll send you to General Scott." 
Another guard, with a message from the brave general, who 
was evidently gratified with tlie successful vigilance of hie 
men, was ordered for me, and I mas liurried away to Wash- 
irlatnn. The escort was dismissed bv General Scott. and Inr 
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story told. With an expression that indicated both amuse-
ment at the ruse, and its failure, and confidence in me, the 
old veteran said : "Well, try again !" 

The uprising North was now sending her legions to the 
field of civil conflict, and in an almost unbroken line they 
mere marching over Long Bridge into Virginia. That night, 
I took a position at the end of the bridge, and, when a regi- 
ment came down broken into considerable disorder, I stepped 
into the ranks, hoping to be borne along with the troops. 
Unfortunately, a lieutenant saw the movement, and, taking 
me by the collar, put me under guard, and sent me back to 
the rear. Another night mas spent in Washington, but not 
wholly in sleep. My mind was .busy with new plans for a 
successful visit to the Confederate capital. 

With the dawn of the next morning I renewed my jour- 
ney afoot through the lower counties of Maryland, toward 
Port Tobacco, traveling thirty-five miles that day, and rench- 
ing that town at night. Exhaustion prepared me for sound 
and refreshing sleep. In the niorning I gave a negro a. twenty-
dollar gold piece to row me across the river, ~vllcn I was 
safely in the Confederacy, below Dnmfries. The country 
mas wooded, and an unfrequented road, whose general direc- 
tion r a s  toward Richmond, suggested the line of my ad-
vance into the Old Dominion. I pursued m y  solitary jourl~ey 
through the desolate country, slaking thirst, excited by the 
heat of the Southern sun, at brooks which at intervals crossed 
my path. I could necessarily have no settled plan of fut~lre 
movements, but trusted to providential indications of what, 
under the circumstances, it would be prudent and politic to 
do. With that entire composure of feeling. and self-reliance 
which attend a purpose, however daring, when once the 
die is cast, to reach its final issue, I cast my eye over the 
sparsely-settled country, with its old roads crossed with 
paths, and studded with oaks, particularly carefill to observe 
the least sign of a hixman form within its horizon. Four mile^ 
of distance lay between me aud the banks of the Potomac, 
when two Confederate soldiers made their appearance, too 
near me to make an escape possible. I was taken prisoner 
under an order to arrest as a spy any stranger passing t*hat 
way, and marched off toward camo. eigb t miles dist,ant. A 
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beer shop by the roadside tempted tllr grruard, and we alJ 
entered it. I was invited to dri~lk. I S:LW 111y opportunity, 
and, althoug1i I never i~ldulgrin sti~~nll;~llts,accepted tlie 
offer of a glass of alp, and in I.etul.11 trratrcl illy captors. The 
generous indulgence \\.its repeated, uiltil I ~ I Yescort 1vere 
stupidly under the influence of the potations, and fell asleep 
on tlie stoop of the beer-house, leaving me to go uninolested 
on my way. 

I went u p  the road toward hlanassas Junction, congrab 
ulating myself on my easy escape, when four rebel cavalry- 
nlen suddenly came out of the brush and ordered me to Ilalt ; 
tllerl drawing their sabers, commanded me to surrender. I 
replied to them : "I am a peaceful citizen, unarmed, and on 
my may to Riclimond." One dismounted, proceeded to 
search me, and succeeded in finding a nun1bt.r of letters 
introducing me to prominent rebels in Riclimond. Among 
them mere two written by tlie Rev. Mr. Shuck, for nlany 
years s missionary in Clrins. He returned to Califorilia, 
where I had formed his acquaintance, znd came to tlie Atlan- 
tic States in the sarr~e steamer with myself. He was at this 
time chaplain of a rebel regiment near Richmond. After 
obtaining possession of a11 m y  letters, tlie boastful chivi~lry 
could not read them. They reqnested me to be seated, while 
they heard from me tlie contents of tlie epistles. 

Taking advantage of their ignorance, I read such portione 
as I chose. They at  once directed me to proceed uridex 
guard to Brentsville, distant about ten miles-they riding, 
and keeping me on foot between them, and constantly con, 
versing in a low tone of voice respecting the importance of 
the arrest. Arriving at Brentsville at ten o'clock, P. nr., I 
was taken to the headquarters of General Bonliam, of South 
Carolina, commanding at that point, ushered into the large 
tent occupied b y  General Bonham and staff officers, end 
ordered to take a seat.. In  a few minutes, General Bonham, 
ill splendid uniform, took a seat beside me, and commenced 
conversation, by asking tlie direct question, "Where did 
you come from, and where are you going ?" I replied : L b  I 
came from Washington, and am on my way to Riclimond." 
Apparently unconscious of the deference due to the corn 
manding oficrr. I sat with mv hat on. Observing it. he 

4 
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said, ((Take off your hat, sir." With t!le order, I at once 
cot11 plied. 

'J'lir, letters were tlien hmded to General Bonlialn by one 
of tlie captors. 

After reading, he said, ('How dare you come inside 01 
my lines 2" 

Exhibiting proper surprise and indignation, I replied, '(I 
am a loyal and peaceful citizen of the United States, engaged 
in an honorable and legitimate pursuit. I have business in  
Richmond, and desire to go there." 

He replied, ''Well, I mill see tliat you do go tllrre. I 
believe you are a Yanlree spy, and I'll send you to Ge~ernl 
Beanregard at. once.'' He gave the necessary order to detail 
a guard, and, lianding a sealed letter to a lieutenant standing 
by, said, "Put this man in irons, and with tliis letter take 
him to General Beauregard's headquarters." Accordingly 
I left Brentsville at twelve o'clock at night, protesting, llow- 
ever, against being compelled to go on foot. He said, ('Aa 
you have chosen that mode of conveyance, sir, you ought 
not now to find fault. Take him a~vay." 

We arrived at Manassas Junction about dayliglit, and 
went to General Beauregird's headquarters-the Weire 
House. Conipletely exhausted by the walk, and tlie excite- 
ment attending tlie arrest, I laid down in front of tlle house 
and went to sleep. At nine o'clock A. nr., I was awakened 
by tlie warm, bright rays of the sun, shining i n  n ~ yface, 
and found myself in charge of the guard attached to the 
headquarters. I called for food, and was informed Miat 
General Beauregard desired to see me. I mas taken into 111s 

presence, v.-:tll whom were two or three staff officers. Point-
ing to an open letter (General Bonharn's, I supposed), lle 
6aid : "From this letter I see you have been found mitllin 
our lines. What explanation have you to make 2" 

I replied, "I am from Washington, and going to Ricli- 
mond, on private business. I have not intended to vio1;~le 
any law, regulation, or military rule, of the Confederate 
army.'' 

"-When did you leave Washington 9'' 

''Day before yesterday," I replied.

''Where did you cross the river 1" 
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''In the vicinity of Port Tobacco." 
"How did you get across 9" 
"111a boat." 
" IVlio brought you across 1" 
''A negro."
''SO you are going to Richmond. are yon ?" 
"Yes, if I can get there ; but am milling to return if you 

mill permit me to do so." 
"No ; I prefer that you should go to Richmond. Where 

do you reside 1" 
"I have lived in California tlie last ten years : but for- 

merly lived in the Soutll." . 
"What part of the South 1" 
"I<noxville, Tellnessee." 
"IIolv long since you mere in Knoxville 1" 
"Ten or twelve years." 
"What is your name 1'' 
"Samuel Munson." 

Yes, I see from your letters tliat that is your name ; 
but m-hat mas your name before you turned spy ?" 

"I am no spy." 
"I believe you are ; and, if I was satisfiecl of it, I ~vonld 

hang you on that tree," pointing through an open window 
to an oak-tree in full view. ''Orderly," he added? " t a k ~  
this man out and put hiin in the guard-llouse." 

"I am very hungry ; can yo11 give me breakfast 1" 
"You will find breakfixst in the guard-llotzse." 
I was taken by the guard to s stoc1r:tde or pen, inside of 

which was a log-house. Follo~vi~lgtlrr officer in command, 
1 said : 

( 6  C- I am very hungry-can ~ i r :  you give me sometlling to 

eat ?"--taking from my pocket a gold eagle. At sight of 
the coin, he said- 

"TYhat mill yon have ?" 
"Send out and get me the worth of that, or the best 

breakfast you can get." 
He soon returned with a good warm breakfast and a bot- 

tie of sour wine. The wine I gave to the guard, and ate the 
breakfast. -

Having put myself on good terms with the officer in 
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cornmand of the guard-house, Ile asked me ~vllatI: was 
there for. 

I replied I did not know-but, if not in vj-)lation of his 
orders, would like to go outside in cllarge of n p a r d .  
Whether if wollld be so or not, the sight of a twenty-dollax 
gold piece relieved his mind of any doubt on the subject. 
Handing it to him, he called a soldier and. said : 

-
"Take this man out, and wallr him around awhile." 
I went to the hotel, treated my escort, and then went with 

him to take a general survey of all tlre troops in the immedi- 
ate vicinity of Manassas Junction. One of my instructions 
from General Scott, and not least in importance, was to ascer- 
tain the numbers of tlie famous, and b y  the Union army 
much &ended, black-liorse cavalry. In  conversat;ion with 
my half-drunken gnard, I referred to this cavalry, and in-
quired mllere they were. 

He replied, ''Dowrr on the railroad." 
1expressed a wish to see tliem. 
He said, " Certainly-tllcin's tlie boys to rnlliy the 

Yanliees !'' 
W e  went do-\vn tlie line of tlle railroacl half a mile. and 

there found tlie cavalry in camp. I nslied him- horn many 
men tliere were in that comniancl. 

IIe said, ''Two hundred." 
I made a thorougl~ inspection of these troops. M y nccom-

modating guard then tool< me to all the camps, pointed ont 
the different intrenchments in course of erection, the names 
of the several regiments and brigades, who co~nmnnded tliem, 
their strength, &c. Wlien I had obtained this infomlutioll, my 
guard met drunken friends, and left me to go where I pleased. 
Fearing I should be missed, I inlmediately returned to the 
guard-house. I mas not locked up, but allolved to remuin in 
the stockade, where Imet two fellow-prisoners, as I then sup- 
posed, who at once began asking me questions. I t  did not 
take me long, however, to decide that they mere decoys, 

' placed there for the purpose of eliciting from me, if possible. 
my real character. They complained bitterly of their treat 
ment, and one even requested me to take a letter to his wife 
in Washington. 

1 consented to take the letter. It was written in a wily wall 
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calculated to mislead me. I went to the guard-house, called 
the lieutenant on guard, and said : "You have a spy in the 
stockade "-llaading llim the letter. He said, "I mill send it 
up to headquarters." A few minutes later I saw the same 
man in private co~~fideiltial conversation wit11 tlle lieutenant, 
at the same time pointing to me across the yard. 

This satisfied me of the truth of my suspicions. Repeated 
efforts were afterward made, during nly stay in the stockade, to 
ascertain who I was, and my intentions. To all inquiries, 
however, I had but one answer, and that was : "That they 
had made a great mistake in arresting me." My next ques- 
tioner was a woman, assuming the cnllixtg of colporteur, or 
tract distributer. I was standing by the pump-she ap-
proached me and said : 

Sir, will you read one of my tracts?" 
"Certainly, thank you, madam." 
Handing me two or three tracts, she remarked, "Thiswar 

is a terrible thing. How long have you been here 0" 
"Came here this morning." 
She said-"Read those tracts, and then give them to your 

fellow-prisoners.'' 
What are you here for 0' ' 
I do not know, madam, but hope nothing very seri- 

ous." 
Do you live in the South?" 

''No, I am from the North-was arrested yesterday down 
on the river." 

"Oh, you are from the other side, are you-from T,V(zsh: 
ington ?." 

"Yes, I left there three days ago." 
"Are you going back 2" 
"Well, that depends upon General Beauregard." 
''Oh ! he is a very kind man, and certainly would not 

keep you hare a lnomei~t mitliout some good reason. Were 
you born in the Worth 1" 

'' Yes, I suppose I am a Yankee." 
" Is the Nortli really going to fight the South 0" 
"I think it will." 
Slie then left me, to continue her mission, distribntiug 

tracts to the prisoners and guards. 



56 UNITED STATES SECEET SERVICE. 

Returning soon afterward, she said in a lorn tone of voice, 
' (1  am trying to do all tlie good I can. Are you a Chris-
tian ?'' 

I answered, "I thouglit I was once, but now have very 
serious doubts on tlie subject." 

She then added : "Tlie lieutenant thinks you are n spy : 
if you are, be very careful what you say. I was born at the 
North, but have lived among these people seven years. hly
sympathies are all with the Nortller~l people I am trying 
now to get a pass from General Benuregard, that I may visit 
my sister in New York, mlro is a teacher in one of the public 
schools. I will gladly take any message you may want to 
send to your friends. I think I shall get my pass to-mGq- 
row." 

The only reply I made was, "I think I shall see my 
friends before you do." 

With this slie shook my hand cordially, and left me. 
Two years and a half later, I met my tract friend, ~ v h o  was 
the famous "Belle Boyd,'' under very different circumstances, 
which mill be recorded in tlie order of their occurrence. 

At eleven o'cloclc that night, the sergeant, with four 
men, came to tlie guard-house, and took me to General Beau-
regard's headquarters, where I again caught a glimpse of the 
attentive colporteur. After ~vttitiiig in silence a brief time, 
the sergeant ordered me to follow him. 

"Where am I going 2" I asked. 
"To Richmond. Fall in, men." 
I was at once marched to the dbpct, and put into n, freight 

car which had been used for the con vtlynzlce of troops, hav- 
ing the sides knocked off' near tlie top, and started off :kt 11 :kl f-
past one o'clock, P. M. Tlie train inoved very slowly, arid 
Gordonsville was not reached until the next nigllt. Tliis 
otherwise irksome delay afforded me an excellent oppor 
tunity to observe the number of troops moving toward Ma-
nassas. 

At Gordonsville, I mas turned over to another guard, put 
into a passenger car, and entered Richmond at eight o'clock 
the succeeding evening. 

The tidings of my capture had gone before, and the value 
of it to the Confederacy discussed and of course magnified, 
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as mas everything by distance, on both sides, at that early 
period of the war. 

Instead of giving me a cell in Libby prison, I was con-
veyed to the third story of an engine-house, an open, airy 
loft,, with a clean bed, and in all respects Inore comfortab1,bla 
quarters than I anticipated. A guard of two soldierswere 
my keepers. 

I retired to rest, and reflected on the course to be followed 
from this crisis in the enterprise. I was in the rebel capital, 
must survey its military resources, and get back to Wasb-
ington, or die as a spy. 



C H A P T E R  11.  

RESIDENCE IN RICHBIOSD. 

Bummoned to an interview with Jeff. Davis-- Pabsequent Examinations by bim-
Critical Emergencies-Mr. Brock-" Samuel Jit;nson"-Confidence secured-Mr 

Munson" is appointed Confederato Agent-Original Letters from Davis, Toomhq 
and Walker-Starts for the North-Unpleasant Delays-A Narrow Escape- 
Reaches the Poto~zac-Deceives the Dutch Fishermen and runs the Rebel Gauntm 
let safely. 

ON the fourth or fifth day of my confinement, a commis- , 

sioned officer, attended by a guard, entered the apartment 
and said the President wished to see me. I obeyed the sum- 
mons, and after reaching his room waited nearly two hours 
before I mas presented to Mr. Davis with the simple expres- 
sion, "This is the man, sir !" The room occupied by him 
in the Spottssvood House was a front parlor connecting with 
a bedroom. The weather was warm, and he wore simply a 
light linen coat, without vest, collar, or cravat. He then said, 
''You have been sent here from Manassas as a spy ! what 
have you to say?" I related the circumstances of my 
capture, complaining-bitterly of my treatment, to mliicll he 
listened with perfect indifference. He then aslred sobsta~i- 
tially the same questions Beauregard had proposed, and 
which were answered as nearly as possible in the words used 
during the interview wit11 him. I was taken hack to the 
engine-loft, and at the expiration of three days was once 
more escorted to the executive apartment. The Confed- 
erate President was out, engaged in the inspection of troops 
who had just arrived from the South, and I returned to tny 
quarters without an interview. At the expiration of a meek, 
I was ordered for the third time into the presence of Jeffw-
son Davis. The following inquiries mere made by him : 

"HOWmany troops do you suppose there are in Washing. 
ton and its vicinity 1'' 
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I answered, "I have no means of knowing; probably 
75,000 or 100,000, wit11 more dday arriving."

''Wlio commands the Yanlrre troops 1" 
"I suppose, General Scott." 
"Where are his lleadquarters ?" 
"In Washington." 
"Then he is not with the troops ?" 
"No ; General McDomell is in immediate command." 
I mas then marched back to my prison-chamber. 
At the nest interview the arch-traitor determined to make 

a thorough and satisfactory examination of his prisoner. 
He began : "What is your name, sir ?" 
"Samuel Munson." 
"Where were you born 1" 
" In Knoxville, Tennessee." 
''What is your business here 1" 
"The settlement of certain land-claims in California for a 

man whose agent I am." 
'(Who is the Inan 1" 
"Rev. Mr. S-, of Barnmell Court-House; now I 

believe a chaplain in tlie arniy." 
Having brought with me from the Pacific Coast land-claims 

in behalf of a minister, who returned to Barnwell Conrt-
House, his former place of residence, and whose name as 
clmplain was on the Army Roll, m y  statement had certahly 
an air of plausibility. 

"How long have you resided North 1'' 
9 "I have been in California eight years." 

"When did you leave California 2" 
"On the first day of January, 1861." 
"Were you in Washington P" 
'' I mas." 
"Did you come directly here from Washington !" 
"Yes, sir." 
"Were there many troops in Washington ?" 
"Yes, sir, a great many." 
"HOWmany 2" 
" It is impossible to say, as they mere constantly arriving 

and departing."
"Where were they concentrating ?" 
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cc In Virginia, opposite Washington." 
''Throwing up fortifications, are they 2" 
''Yes, sir ; I believe so.'' 
''Are they fortifying Arlington Heights 2" 
"I do not know." 
''Or in the vicinity of Long Bridge 1" 
"I do not kncw." 

Are they fortifying about Alexandria 1" 
"I can not say, I have not been there." 
''Can you tell me the names of any of the regiments now 

in Washington 1" 
Imentioned the names of a few of which he could not have 

failed to know something through the press and rumors 
afloat. 

He continued, "Where is General Scott 1" 
'(I do not know. He is said to be in Washington.' 
L b  DO you consider yourself a Southern man 1" 
"Yes, sir, I do." 
"Do you sympathize with the Southern people 1" 
' ( 1do." 
"Are you willing to fight with them 1" 
"Yes, sir." 
"Will you enlist 2" 
"No, sir.'' 
"Why not 1" 
"Because I am here on business which I ought first to 

accomplish." 
The guard was summoned to take ' bMr. Munson " to his 

prison again. Before leaving, I stepped forward to a table 
on which stood a pitcher of ice-water, and, turning to the 
rebel chief, said : 

"Will you allow me to take a drink of ice-water ? I get 
none where I anl." 

"Certainly," Le replied. 
1 was soon in my upper room reflecting upon the diffi- 

culties in m y  way, and the pivbability that they lvould yet 
thwart my plans, and leave me undisguised at the mercy of 
exasperated enemies. 

Three additional days of monotonous life in my loft were 
passed, when I was summoned once more into the presence 
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of Davis. He sat by his table writing, with his back toward 
the door, while nearly opposite, reclining upon a lollnge 
half asleep, and looking much like a man who had imbibed 
strong drink too freely, was Robert Toombs. He roused him- 
self as I elitered, to listen to my examination by the Presi- 
dent, who, laying down his pen, turned to me and said : 

"Have you any other way of proving that your name is 
Munson, excepting the letters found in your pocket 9" 

"1 am not acquainted here, sir, and do not know any 
one." 

Davis resumed his writing for a few moments, then said : 
"Do you know how far they are running the cars on the 

Alexandria and Orange Railroad 9" 
"I don't know. I have not been on that side." 
"Do you knom whether they are running the cars on the 

Leesburg road ?" 
" I do not." 
"How many Yankee troops do you think there are in the 

vicinity of T;Vashington 2" 
"I have heard that there are one hundred and twenty 

thousand, but have no means of knowing whether it ia 
true." 

"I snppose you knom who commands them 1" 
"I believe General hIcDowell does." 
"Yon say you are originally from Knoxville. Can you 

give rue the name of any persons ~vllonl you know there 9" 
('It has been a good many years since I lived in Knox- 

ville, but I remember some persons who were there when I 
left." 

I gave the names of several men whom I knew resided 
in that city. 

"Would they know you ? " 
"I think so, though a residence of eight years in Cal i fo~ 

~i ia  has, no doubt, changed me very much. If I should see 
tlrem, I think I could make them remember me." 

I had taken the name of Munson, because I had learned 
that several families of that name belonged in Knoxville, and 
the son of a Judge Munson had been in California, whom I 
could represent. 

Davis rang a bell, a messenger appeared, and, taking s 
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name, lgft the room. I suspected at once his errand. He 
was dispatched for sonlebody from Knoxville, to identify 
me, if my story mere true. Tlre crisis in ~ u y  i~ffairs had 
come. I concluded the game was np, and my vocation gone. 
It mas a moment of great anxiety, and nly thoughts were in. 
tensely active with the possibilities of escape horn the snare 
in which I seemed to be canglit. Davis cc)ntinued writing, 
and Toonlbs closed his eyes. The messenger left tlie door 
ajar, and, unobserved, I drew my chair nearly in front of it, 
to gain a view of tlie outer hall. In  it, on a small table, mere 
blank cards on ~yliicli those who called to see the Conf'ed- 
erate President wrote their names, and sent them by an or 
derly, before they were admitted to an audience with him. % 

Soon tlie messenger with a stranger entered the hall. 
The latter wrote his name, and handed it to the orderly, who 
came in where I was sitting. I raised my hand to take the 
card, and he stopped to give it to me, when I glanoed at the 
name, and made a motion to have it laid on Davis's table. 
The rebel Executive did not observe this, and 'l'olllbs 
apparently asleep. Tlle orderly put tlle card iwd'ore him, 
was directed to admit the visitor, and retired. 'l'lie ICnox-
ville man came in, and, turning toward lri~n with 2-l look of 
sudden rrcognition, I rose, grasped his hand, and esclaiilied : 

''Why, ho~v  do you do, Brock :'" 
Toombs raised himself up and nodded to Davis, who said : 
"Be seated, sir. Do you know this man 2" 
Brock was taken by surprise, but, not to appear ignorant 

before the President, replied : 
"Yes, I know him, but I can't call his name now." 
"My name is Munson, of Knoxville. Don't you remem 

her Judge Munson's son who went to California 2"
"What, Sam Munson I" 
"That' s my name." 
6 b Oh yes," said Broclr, turning to Davis, "now I remem-

ber him. Yes, I know him very well." 
"Do you know his people tlrere 2" asked Davis. 
''I linow his father, Judge &funson, very well." 
Toombs stood up and said, b'That will do, sir, that will 

30," and Brock walked out of tlre room. 
Toornbs then drew a chair close to Davis, and they con- 



versed in mllisprrs for n fern moiner~ts, rnll~ll the gllilr(1 
escorted me to my quarters. I fancied tlltit I had m ~ d esorrle 
progress at this intervienr. 

The next morning brongl~t Mr. Brocli to my loft, e\ idtmtl  y 
sent to satisfy himself fully that I IT-5s S;1111 31llnso11. A (ffili-
cate and diffichlt task was before me, t~ncl the result to my 
own ~nind  very doubtful. Brock? l lo~~~ever ,  was tallintive, 
milling to cilrry on the conversation, and evidently quite sure 
that he was not mistaken in his man. I knen- something of 
the hlu~lsons, and localities in Knoxville, and, by the aid of 
imagination, conld fill any pauses in Brock' s conversation ; 
eight years of absence excusing Failures in memory. Brock 
asked leading questions, saying, for illustration, " You know 
so-and-so.'' "Oh, yes,'? I responded, tllough I had not the 
remotest knowledge of the person. Then Brock would refer 
to something very ludicrous, and I would burst into laughter, 
as though at the recollec:tion, while Brock, greatly enjoying 
it, ijronld unconsciously tell the whole story, so that I could 
put in n fitting remark here and tllerb, which seemed to corns 
naturally fro111 recollection. Brock went away entirely sat- 
isfied, and reported to Jeff. Davis. Two days later, a coln- 
missioned officer entered the room with :t parole, pledging 
myself not to leave the city of Richmond without orders front 
the provost-marshal. I signed it, and ~ ~ n s  released from con- 
fillenlent. TTTitll the freedom of tlle city, I continned my 
obaervtttions. 

JValking through a street one Sunday morning, by a 
high board fence covered with posters concerning regiments 
being organized and other military announcements, from 
which I gleaned additional information, a ma11 came up  and 
slapped me on the sllonlder with,- 

"TIallo, Baker ! JVhat are yon doing here?" 
Tlle name sounding strangely, under the circumstances, 1 

wna startled, but, looking arourld, caln-lly said : 
" I guess you are mistaken, sir. My name is hIlinson." 
"Ain't your n:tme Baker 8" 
" No, sir." 
" Didn't you go to Csliforniit in I850 2" 
" No, sir. I llnve lived in California, bnt I did not go 

there titi11 '52." 
L 
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"TVhy, didn't you go across the isthmus with me in 
April, 1850, mhen we had the fight with the natives ?" 

"No, sir. I guess you have mistaken the man." 
b'\Vell, I would have sworn that you were Baker. 

Dldn't you have a brother there !" 
"I had a brother there, but he came home in '63." 
''Well," said he, turning away, "it's all right, I SUJ) 

pose ; but I never saw two men look so much alike in my 
Life !" ' 

In the mean time I had obtained information of military 
movements and plans, learned where the enemy had stationed 
troops, or were building fortifications, and what they were 
doing at the Tredegar works. I had obtained the knowledge 
for which I came, and was anxious to return North. 
Through the influence of Hayes, I got from the provost-mar- 
shal, a pass to visit Fredericksburg, making an appointment 
to meet the former, which, of course, I did not keep. Arri-
ving in Fredericksburg, I made three or four ineffectilal at- 
tempts to get into the country, and finally, by the aid of a 
negro, crossed the Rappahannock one morning four miles be 
low the city. To reach the Potomac would tax all my pom- 
ers to the utmost, but the case was desperate and I mast go 
forward. As, when entering upon m y  Sonthern tour, it was 
illdispensable to success tllat I sllor~ldeven ;Inlong frivnds be 
inco,~. ,so now I must return with tlie precions epistles in my 
pocket, through the Confederate lines, on my own account, 
having only the chances of escape ~vliich any ~ i~a~idere r  at 
large might have. 

hfy face was toward JVasllington, and the only question 
remaining was, whether the success in tlie attempt to reach it 
would equal that of my journey to Richmond. 

The Potomac mas the goal of. m y  solitary travel through 
forest and over open fields ; for on its northern banks lay the 
Unim Army, and, once across its waters, I was safe. My 
:lppealVancewas that of a common citizen, and I hoped to 
pass unnoticed any persons with whom a meeting mas nn- 
avoidable. Scarcely two miles were traveled, mhen, by the 
aide of woods which bordered the road, an officer and sol(Iier 
on horsebilck appeared, and too near to give me time to seek 
concealment in t h e  forest. 



me officer reined up before me, and inquired : "Rave 
yo11 got a pass, sir :" 

b b  Yes, sir." 
Let me see it." 

With the promptness of assurance, I drew forth and 
handed him the pass from Richmond to Fredericksburg. 
If able to read, I hoped he might be satisfied mith a glance 
at the paper, and let me proceed. He studied it awhile, till 
his eye caught the word "Fredericksburg ;" he then said :-

I don't think this will do, sir !" 
'' 'Tis all right." 

* L C  Well, it may be, but you'll have to go back mith me to 
Fredericksburg." 

My locomotion had not been observed, and, with a pitiful 
limp, I remarked that it was hard for a lame man to be com- 
pelled to walk that distance ; and that, if I attempted it, I 
must necessarily defer my journey till another day. I made 
a painful effort to walk, and so far moved the compassion of 
the officer, that. he offered to take the pass to the command- 
ing general, and leave me in charge of the soldier. When 
he was gone, after a little pleasant conversation, the day 
being warm, I proposed to m y  guard tliat we go into the 
shade of the woods. Tying his horse to n small tree, he 
threw himself down on the grass. Half an hour I T ~ Sspent 
in pleasant chat, and the officer did nut make his appear 
ance. 

"Ugh !" said the guard stretclling, " llow sleepy I am, 
I didn't sleep a mink last night." 

This fact, wit11 the inviting graeensward and shade, dis- 
posed him to snatch a nap ; and soon lle u7as oblivious to 
everytl~ing around him. I t  mas no pleasure to nw to subject 
him to punisliment or even cenwre on my account; but the 
law of self-protection necessarily overruled my regard for 
the un~vatchf~~l and, carefully appropriatingguard, his 
revolver, I unloosed and mounted his horse. Riding 
leisurely along the path a short time, I turned suddenly into 
the woods ; but the ground mas rough, and the bushes almost 
impenetrable, making progress distressingly slow. As the 
sun was sinking behind the trees, liaving traveled half a 
dozen miles, I enrrlged into a clearing, wl~rre n white-haired 
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old man, who evident1 y had reached his threescore yeam and 
ten, was making shingles. 

With a respectful salutation, I inquired : 
ccWill you tell Ine the shortest road to the Potomac ?" 
This Southern patri:trcll loolied at me with surprise. I 

said again : 
"The river-the Potomac river-which way is it 1" 
"I never heard of it in my life." 
"How long have you lived here ?" 
b LAlwr~ys; was born here." 
"And don't know where the Potomac river is 4" 
'( I never heard about such a river." 
He was equally ignorant of the existence of Aquia Creek, 

01 any of the streams or places along the river. 
"Did yo11 know that the South had seceded 2'' I inquired. 
"-Well, well! I've heard suthing was going on, but 

hain't taken much interest in politics no bow since Jackson's 
time. ' q ~ u s t tthey are all the time getting 11p suthing new.' 

With :L (:up of water from the unsuspecting Jacksonian 
democrat, ~ ~ ~ l ~ o ,  was enjoying Cowper' s lodge in ,,the wilder- 
ness, undisturbed by the alarms of war, I rode away, to try 
the next turn in tlie wheel of fortune. At length a house 
was visible in the distance, and toward it I directed my 
course. 

Dismounting near it, I hitched m y  horse, and commenced 
observations. Two negroes only were in sight, in an out- 
house. I went to them with a plausible story, and for ten 
cents obtained some bread and milk, which broke the day's 
fast, with refreshment for the night's adventure before me. 
Darkness was setting upon the forest, and, unable to discern 
.he mire and stones ahead, I became entangled among the 
branches, and found I must abandon my horse, and plunge 
.nto the thicket alone. After wandering ahout bewildered 
"or an hour, I unconsciously returned to the very house 1 
lad left. I decided to risk a rest here till morning, and 
qorking m y  body feet foremost under a haystaclr, until com- 
~letely hidden, fell into a sound sleep. Just before the 
lawn of the next day, I was startled from slumber, and, lis- 
ening, soon learned tlr:it rebel cavalry mere in search of me, 
a d  had surrounded the'l~ouse. A dozen horsemen conlil be 
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rleen through the lattice-work of hay, moving about in the 
darkness. From tlie dwelling they went to the outhouses, 
and finally came to the haystack. I prepared for the worst. 
With my 'head thinly covered, I could watch my foes, unseen 
by them ; mlljle my revolver lay before me. If discovered, 
I resolved to shoot the successful man, and run for dear life 
toward the moods. Several times the cavalry rode around 
the stack ; then one of the number, dismounting, began a 
sword examination of my lodgings. I could hear the thrust 
of tlie blade into the hay, until i t  grazed my coat, and I 
grasped my six-shooter to spring ;but he passed on, saying : 

"He ain't in there, boys." 
Remounting, with his comrades, he rode off. 
Watching them till out of siglit, I crept cautiously into 

the deepening light, and started for the moods. The sun 
rose gloriously over the near horizon ; but wliether to light 
me toward safety or capture, was entirely uncertain. 

Without breakfast or dinner, I hastened on, having not 
even a glimpse of a human being, and avoiding every indico- 
tion of his habitation. At two o'clock in the afternoon, 
when emerging from a clump of bashes, I came in full view 
of a man hauling timber. I could not retreat, and, changing 
the coat hanging on one arm to tlie other, I put m y  hand on 
my pocket, and stood in tliinlring posture. I saw that I had 
an Irishman to deal with, and not a remarkably bright speci- 
Illan of his race. 

With the air of one interested, I. asked : 
"What is this timber for 1" 
"It's fur the battllery down here, in course." 
This answer settled the question of the proximity of the 

Potomac, and also apprised me tliat fortifications and plenty 
of rebels were not far off. I mallred along a stick of timber, 
measuring it by paces, and then said : 

"Tell these nien they are getting tliis timber four feet too 
short, will yo11 1'' 

"Yes, sur, I will sur. It's only haulin, I am, meself." 
"Well," I replied, leaving him, "tell them to cut it four 

feet longer, mill you ? Tell them I say so." 
"I will, sur." 
Into the woods again, and, making as good time ac! ws-
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sible, I walked on two hours longer. Hunger began to 
BE"", andcreate that desperation which disregards the cooler 
prudence of a full stomach. Striking a small creek or bayou, 
rlinning into the Potomac, I resolved to follow it till it de- 
cided my fortunes for the night. No sign of anything in 
reach to appease hunger appeared, nor of a, boat in mhicll 
to get across the river. The very first sight of liu~nat~ 
existence was in a form to excite fear-a white tent, snugly 
pitolied on the sloping point of a liill, by the water-side, and 
surrounded wit11 bushes. 1 paused to watch for further in- 
tjmations of what was there. 

At length u soldier canie up the bank with fish, and en- 
tered tlie tent. Soon after, wit11 another man, he reappeived 
outside, and they sat down, lighted their pipes, and chatt.ed, 
after the fasliion of good-natured Dutchmen. The imperious 
demands of hunger urged 111e to join them, and, advancing; 
I accosted tliem. It turned out tlmt they belonged to a bat 
tery on the liill above, and had moved to the bank to catch 
fish for the, officers. I told them I lived up the creek, and 
had come down to see how things were getting on ; then in-
quired : 

"Have you got anything to eat in the tent ?" . 
"We got not mucli here to eat." 
"Boys, I am very hungry. I hain't had anything to eat 

since I came from home, and I'll pay you for sometliing." 
"Vell, dat. ish tifferent matter. If you pays, dat isli tif- 

fere~lt matter." 
"Can't you cook some fish ?" 
"011, ersh, I spose we get you some fish." 
I n  a f e ~ vminutes tliey set before me a supper simply of 

fish, coolted in their primitive style, and yet no luxury was 
ever so grateful to tlie taste. After it was finished, I asked 
for a pipe, and began to puff away, entirely at home ;.but 
all the ~yhile revolving in my mind the cliances and expedi. 
ents for a final parting with my Dutch friends. Finally, my 
eye fell upon a s~nall boat lying in the brlslles below ; and 
the conviction followed the discovery, that it was my only 
liope of crossing the Potomac. Learning that the fishermen 
. wned it, I said to them : 

"T want to buy that boat. What will you take for it 8" 

http:chatt.ed


b L  I no sells clnt poat," replied one. 
"1'11 give you twenty dollars for it, in gdd." 
"It's wort11 more as that to us. The is11 break- 

ing up all poats on the Potomnc." 
There mas an end to the prospect of a pnrchast: ; and a 

new plan must be devised. The sun sanli behiud the trees, 
and in the pleasant shade we smoked and  talked away the 
hours. I fonnd, in the course of conversation, tllat the battery 
mas not over two hundred yards from us, ;md the Potoinao a 
few rods below. 

The evening advanced, and I begged the privilege of 
leep ping in the tent, as I was too tired to tliinlr of returning 
lionle before morning. Permission was reluctantly granted ; 
and, spreading tllrir blanket, they '' turned in," while I con-
tinued witl~out, smoki~lg, till the moon rose. I had practical 
business on hand, mliich excluded contemplation of the 
romantic scene-the silver light tipping and then flooding the 
hills, and creeping down to the q u ~ e tspot of anxions make- 
fulness. For the ill~lrnination was ro zl~dme in nly d~'sig11 to 
escape. I could riom watch the movements of m y  compnn-
ions in the tent sufficiently to see when they were apparently 
asleep, depending on the ear for tlie further evidence of the 
desirable fact. TIThen all was still, indicating profound 
slumber, suddenly a change of position, a grunt, and a look 
outside, molild dispel the illusion. 

Tolvprd midnight, I heard a sllout : 
''Hello, there ! you come to ped to-night 1" 
"Yes, I am corning in." 
Goon after entering tlie tent, I fonnd that room for me had 

been left between the men, a d  the effort to get on an outel 
edge ot' the blnnliet was fruitless. 

A suspicion evidently crossed the mind of the one who 
ti:ld just spoken to me, respecting the stranger, and there was 
a design to guard against any unpleasant results from the 
%visit. 

T l ~ eday's fatigue made m y  own inclination to sleep al-
most irresistible ; but I matched anxionsly for the favoring 
moment to leave the bed unobserved. Repeated trials found 
the distrustful soldier sufficiently wakeful to look after hia 
quest. Overcolne by the slumberous influences of fatigue, 
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my comfortable quarters, and the "stilly niglit," I s ; m k  into 
u restless repose. . Scarcely an hour had passed, wlien I sud-
denly awoke, starting mitli alarm lest tlie opportunity to 
escape mas lost. On the contrary, I found my companions 
mere tlioroughly asleep, tlieir loud breathing the only sign 
of life. I carefully crawled from between them, till lialf my 
body was out of the tent. The suspicious man, with a sound 
of unrest, turned over. I remained perfectly still till he 
made another turn and stretched out his arm to see if all was 
riglit in the middle. I drew back to my old place, and hr 
laid his hand upon me several times, before lie seemed satis- 
6ed that I was there. Several attempts to leave the tent 
ended in a similar failure. Daylight began to steal into the 
tent, and the niglit of suspense must end in some decisive 
effort to secure the boat and cross the Potomac. Tlie soldier- 
fishermen mere sleeping quite as soundly as at any time 
before, and in another moment I stood before tlie door watc~r- 
ing tlie effect of my movement. There was a little stir, and 
I stood mechanically polring the embers of our evening fire, 
as if  looking out to see the breaking day ;but with my pistol 
in one hand ready for service. Returning it to my pocket 
muzzle down, I llnstened to the bank. To my great disap- 
pointnlent, tliere mere no oars in tlre boat. Upon making 
search among tlie ~villows, I found a sliort one, partially de-
cayed. Noiselessly as possible I launched tlie frail bsrlc, 
fearing each sound on the smid or in the water would bring 
my Dutch friends down tlie bank. In a fern moments, wllicl~ 
suspense made oppressively long, I floated away into tlie 
stream, at illis point, not over thirty feet in width. Taking 
the middle of the current, I pulled off my coat, and began 
to row for life. . The tide fidvored me, and I was congl.rttulnt- 
ing myself upon tlie prospect of an unmolested voyage. 
mlieli a shout drew my attention to the vigilant Dutcliman, 
whose gesticulations could not be misnnderstood. He 
called loudly to his bedfellow : "Meyer ! Meyer ! tlle poat 
islr gone ! tlie poot is11 gone !" 

Re seized his musket and made for the bank, not more 
than a dozen feet from me, shouting : 


"Come pack here ! Come pack mit that poat !" 

My only answer was il more vigorous use of the oar 
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Placing my right hand upon the pistol, and watching the 
soldier, I propelled the boat wit11 illy left. 

"Come pack !" he continued, following me along the 
bank. He then paused, leveled his musket, and was about 
to fire. I did not want to kill "mine host," but the law of 
self- defense again demanded a sacrifice. With quick and 
sudden aim, I fired-with a cry of distress, he staggered and 
fell lifeless beside his musket. His comrade mas running 
down the hill, when, seeing whatl had happened, he turned 
back to the tent. ' He soon returned with a double-barreled 
shot gun, and stole along cautiously, tllro~igll the bushes, till 
within fort-y yards of the boat, and then fired. The shot fell 
around me, in the water. Catching a glimpse of my enemy 
in the thiclret, I discharged my revolver. He ran away, evi- 
dently unhurt. The reports had given the alarm, and several 
soldiers soon came in sight. An instant later, a bullet 
whistled over m y  shoulder. I had reached the decisive mo- 
ments of my last effort to get out of "Dixie." Again getting 
sight of the Dutchman in the bushes, I once more took de 
liberate aim and fired. He threw up one arm, gave a yell, 
and fell to the ground. In a moment he rose again, and, 
groaning, staggered away. Then two or three shots saluted 
me unceremoniously, striking and splintering the side of the 
boat. I mas now at the mouth of the creek, and rapidly left ' 

the shore behind me. A squad of soldiers, by  this time, 
stood on the brow and at the base of the hill, firing their 
muskets. The chug of the bullets in the water reminded me 
that my transit to loyal soil was not yet certain. Both hands 
were laid to the oar, and, striking the broad current of the 
Potornac, which was here four miles wide, I rapidly receded 
fi.om musket rannr. A high mind swept the waters, and, while 
ro~l~iding 9 .  a bll~fi,a sudden gust carried away my hat, and 
liftl;.d lrly cotkt lying in tlie bow of the boat, dropping it into 
thtr river. But it was no time to look backward- to those ttr- 
ticlrs of allpi~t.1, floating hetween me and my foes, whose 
h i  llrts still came u~lpleasantly near. Their shots continued 
nntil t l ~ r y  fell far in the ~vake of my boat. Tlle sun llad 
risen above the llorizon, warm and bright, while, for two 
llours and :il~alf,I worked with a single oar, and, aided by 
the drifting tide. approached the Maryland shore. With ao 
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inexpressible sense of relief, I heard the boat's bow tauch 
the sand. I mas near Chapel Point, ten miles below,the 
creek on which I embarked, and so exhausted, that with dif-
ficulty I reached the bank. ' On its green carpet, and under 
the cooling shade of its trees, I laid down to rest, leaving 
the boat to which I owed my deliverance to the wiuds and 
wavee of the Potomac.. 



C H A P T E R  111. 

NORTHERN EXPERIENCES AS CONFEDERATE AGENT. 

Hospitalities by the may-The Report to General Scott-Operations in Baltimore-
The Janus-faced Unionist-A rich Development in Philadelphia-The Arrests-
Amusing Prison Scene. 

REFRESIIEDby an hour of rest sufficiently to renew my 
journey toward Wirsllington, I soon. came to a small and 
poor habitation, in -whose door stood a coarse and dirty 
femalc. I aslied her for something to eat. 

"I hiwe nothing to spare : can't give you a mouthful." 
Whether meanness, destitution, or my dilapidated ap-

pearance were the exciting cause of her rudeness, I can not 
tell.' But to my plea for a cnlst, or inquiries where I might 
find even a partial supply of the lost apparel, she closed 
the door in my face. Iwandered on, a solitary country mock- 
ing my hunger. Toward noon a, noble mansion, surrounded 
by a large plantation, arrested my eye, and on its porch an 
elderly woman sitting alone amid the rural quiet. Entering 
the gate, I approached her with a morning s:~lutation. She 
returned it, with a suspicious glance at m y  unuslial appear- 
ance. I inquired : 

"Can I get a drink of water here, madiim ?" 
"Certainly," calling a colored girl to bring it. 
The roar of the cannon at Mrttthias Point, w.here the 

rebels mere practicing with the battery, could be distinctly 
heard. I said : 

"W e  are getting ready for the Yankees there pretty fast." 
"Yes." 
"They ~von't be able to sail up and down the river much 

more." 
"No, that they won't." 
The peculinr animation with which she made thia reply 
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showed me t.liat I had .not mistaken her character. IV  llile I 
mas drinking, she inquired from what place I had come. 

I told her from Richmond, to see what the Yanlcees were 
doing, and report to Jeff. Davis and Beauregard. She then 
inquired horn I lost my hat and coat. I told ller they mere 
blown off while crossing the river, and tllnt I hod just left 
the shore, tvith. nothing to eat since the night before. 

b; Our dinner mill be ready soon," she said, "and 1slialI 
be very glad to have you stay and dine wit11 11s." 

The invitation was accepted, and extra preparation made 
for me. An excellent meal, many inquiries from my llostess 
concerning the progress of the "holy cause," and predic- 
tions of its speedy triumph followed. When I was ready to 
leave, she supplied me with a second-hand hat and coat, and, 
with a cordial good-bye, expressed the hope that I should be 
prospered in my  good work, and do much for the independ- 
?rice of the South. 

With no incidents of remarlrable interest, I passed 
through the counties of Maryland, reaching Washington 
after an absence of t h e e  eventful weeks. 

I at once reported to General Scott, giving him all the in- 
formation desired respecting hlanassas, Fredericksburg, and 
Richmond, the resources and pltlns of the rebel chiefs, and 
the blockade running of the Potomac. 

He read, wit11 a smile, the letters from the Confederate 
Government, when I expressed my design to use them in 
tracking northern traitors in their treasonable allia~lce with 
the Soutll. Expressing llis gratification, he recommended 
my name to Mr. Cameron for permanent service us a secret 
agent of the TVar Department. 

I commenced, without delay, ferreting out these symps- 
thizers with secession. Two brothers named A., one of them 
within the rebel lines, mere engaged in supplying munitions 
of war to the Confederacy. 

The apparently loyal Inan who lived in Baltimore had a 
contract to furnish the regiment of Col. -, then on the Poto- 
mac, with f~rage. Re owned a small vessel on the river, 
whose captnin shared with him the profits of their secret 
treachery. Filling the hold with small-arms,' ammunition, 
and other light,mai%ieI of war, they were covered with hay 
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and oats for the Union troops. Upon reaching Matthias 
Point, the captain signaled A., who was watching for him, 
and the contraband goods mere landed, mlien the vessel pro- 
ceeded to Wnsllington with its light freight of forage. This 
shrewd operation had been carried on n considerable time, 
~ ~ i t hsuspicion attaching to the Baltimore brother from no 
his loyal neighbors, of the illegitimate traffic. 

I proceeded to Barnum's Hotel in Baltimore, and dis-
patched a note to A., informing him that Mr. Munson, from 
Richmond, ~vould like to see him, and designating a time for 
our interview. ii.promptly called. 

He entered the room, when the following conversation 
passed between us. 

"This is Mr. A., I presume."
''Yes, sir. " 
"I am glad to see you, sir. Take a seat." 
A. sat down. 
"Mr. A., I am a man of very few words. I came hers 

on business, and I want to get through with it as soon 
as I can conveniently. I am im agent of the Confederate 
Government. I understand that you are willing to help us, 
and have been doing so. I w;mt to purchase goods, and I 
hare the gold to pay for them." 

A., who was a short,, impulsive man, with a German a,+ 
cent, mas thrown entirely off his guard. 

" I'm your man. I'm just the person you ought to have 
come to. I help the South, and I make a little money ont 
of the North. I'll show youhow easy it is." 

From his* coat pocket he drew an envelope, containing 
two contracts-one of them to send goods to Richmond, and 
the other to furnish a Union regiment with certain supplies. 
His eye twinkled with delight, while he matched m y  perusal 
of the docnments. The delivery of the goods was a subject 
of considerable discussion, and A. was very particular iu 
his inquiries about the pay. I replied :-

"Dlr. 8.,I do not come here to make money out of my 
t* 


government. I came here pcreiy from patriotic motives. 
JtThile I am milling to pay you a fair percentage on any 
gt M a s  y o n  may buy. and a li bara~allow ance for your services, 
I uf wurst: can not sublzlit to auy zxtcrtion, or to any exor 
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bitant charges. I am working for the interests of m y  people. 
1, myself, do not want to make a cent out of this business."' 

"That is all right-it is honorable and patriotic. But it 
is not safe to buy the goods here, because men in this trade 
have been detected, and the police watch us all the time. 
MTe can do better in Philadelphia, where I have friends to 
help us." 

TVe agreed to start in the 4:20 train the same afternoon for 
Philadelphia. While standing in the depot waiting for the 
train, talking with A., I saw Senator I\lcDougal, mllom I had 
known in California, and George Wilkes, coming toward 
me. Itried in vain to avoid their recognition, but McDougal, 
taking m y  arm, exclaimed : 

"Why, horn a'ye do, Baker 1" 
With a look of strange surprise, I said : 
"You've got the advantage of me, sir. I don't know 

you." 
Well, that's a good joke," replied XfcDoug;ll, laughing. 

"It may be, but I don't know you, sir. My name is 
Munson." 

Suddenly McDougal seemed to fathom tlie mystery suffi- 
ciently to relieve me of farther embarrassment, by remark-
ing, as he turned away : 

"Well, upon my soul, I believe I am mistaken. Esc~lse 
me, sir ; you look very mucli like a friend of mine." The 
incident made but  slight if any impression upon the mind of 
A., for he made no allusion to it during the  ride to Philadel- 
phia. 

I stopped at the American Hotel, when A. left me'to find 
B., who was connected with a large hardware house in 
the city, and bring him to the hotel: Mranml~ile,by a cir-
cuitous route, I reached the 'headquarters of the police and 
had an interview with Ben. Franklin, the chief of the depart- 
ment. Acquainting him thoroughly wit11 the business in 
hand, his assistance was secured to make the arrests at the 
proper time. He suggested that it might be well to have 
the conference with my disloyal friends. To this I assent"-
nd, and, accompanying me to the hotel, he mas concealed 
under the bed. Soon after A. and B. entered-the lal ter a 
tall, gaunt, shrewd, and taciturn man. A. opened the con- 
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verbation, and talked on, while B. stroked his whiskers and 

&id nothing. I repeated the assurance that my object was to 

serve the South and not speculation. I urged the risk of 


, delay in completing my arrangements, as a reason for prompt 

action. In conclusion, I remarked to B. : "I learn from Mr. 

A. that you are friendly to our people and willing to assist 
us." 

"Yes, sir, my sympathies are with the South, and possi-
bly I may be able to aid you." 

B. desired to know the kind of goods that were needed, 
dnd repeated the assurance that Philadelphia was a safer 
place than Baltimore or New York for the purchase of them. 
I then produced my letters, which B. read carefully and 
with evident satisfaction ; but preferred to defer any further 
negotiations for the present. As he.rose to leave, he requested 
me to call at his place of business that afternoon. A. re-
mained and suggested another gentleman, who would be 
glad to take hold of the business-a Mr. C., of Commerce 
Street. I gratefully accepted the proposal, and we left the 
room, releasing Franklin from his close confinement under 
the bed. We found C. in his office, but disinclined to talk. 
He inquired where I stopped, and I returned to the hotel. 
Shortly after, C. made his -appearance and commenced con- 
versation in a very confidential way. He went for the South, 
but did not like A., who, he affirmed, was simply a money- 
making Jew. I told him I knew nothing of A., but sup- 
posed him to be a reliable friend of our cause. The result 
of the interview was a plan to keep A. interested in the 
transaction, but ignorant of its most important particulars. 
In the afternoon I called upon Mr. B., whose confidence was 
now unreserved, and stated to him my conversation with C. 
He then said : 

"Now, Mr. Munson, you and I are actnated by the same 
motives in this thing. These men, A. and C., are engaged in 
it simply for the percentage they can make. I think yon 
bad better get rid of them." 

I replied, that this could not well be done, but that 1 
might withhold anyfurther information than was absolutely 
necessary. 

The eonver~ztion closed with an invitation to dine with 
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him that afternoon. *Iexpressed a fear that it would give 
offense to A., if I should go alone. 

"Well," said B., "Yon had better bring him along." 
I went with A., at the appointed hour, and sat down to a 

sunlptuous dinner. Wine was abundant, and the health of 
Davis, Beauregard, and other leading rebels mas not forgot- 
ten. 13. became exhilarated, and his secession songs were 
sung so loudly that me were obliged to hint that possibly he 
might be heard in the streets. The party broke up  at a late 
hour in fine spirits. I made arrangements with one of the 
banks.by which I would appear to have plenty of money at 
my command. I went to a tinner's and llnd several canvas 
bags full of pieces of zinc cut the size of gold coin, and these 
were deposited in the vaults. I began to make nly purcllases. 
I bought t d o  hundied thousand cannon-primers, two hun-
dred Colt's revolvers, a million friction caps, and other simi- 
lar goods. I also ascertained that these parties were carry- 
ing on systematically contraband trade with the South. 
Franklin, Chief of Police, was informed of m y  operations, 
and me concluded it was time to begin making nr~.c.sts. On 
a subsequent clay, having an invitation to dine with A. at the 
house of B., I told Franklin to ~vatch us when we came 
away, and if, when we were opposite the City Hall, I raised 
my hand, lle mas to arrest them-otherwise to make no de-
morlstration. As me stepped f'rom the house into tl street 
car, Franklin got on to the platform. When the designated 
point was reached, 11. got off first, and I immediately gave 
the signal. Franklin, laying his hand upon A.'s shoulder, 
said : 

"I want you, sir." 
I was making off across the street, when Franklin 

shonted : 
"Here, sir, I want yon, too." 
I, of course, returned, looking somewhat alarmed. 
Said Franklin : 
"Yon will have to come with me, gentlemen, I have a 

little private business with you." 
A. and myself mere soon in the station-house together. 

Franklin, turning to me, remarked : 
" I've been looking after yon, sir, for some time. Your 
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name is Mnnson, isn't it ? You came here from tlle Solith to 
buy goods, didn't you ? You were very bold about it ;a 
Little too bold, as you have jnst discovered. I've been 
looking after you, too, A. You're a Baltimorean, ain't you ? 
You clime here to get rebel supplies, too, didn't you ? 
sllall have to search you both." 

JVe were sctarched, and, of course, the two contracts to 
snpply both tlle rebel tlnd Union troops mere found in A.'s 
possession. 

" 'rake this man to the Sixth Precinct station-house, and 
lock him up by llirnself," said Franklin to an officer, "and 
then come back after this man," pointing to me. 

"Now-, Ben," I said, when A. 1:ad gone, "we must gob- 
ble up those other two men the best way we can, as soon as 
possible..' ' 

"All rigtlt," said Franklin. 
I had an appointment to meet C. the next morning, to ex-

amine some caps ~vhicll he had received from New York. 
When me met accor6ing to this arrangement, C. inquired 
for A. 

1replied : 
" 111: got n dispntcl~ that his brother mas in Baltimore, 

and he has gone on to see him. IJe mill be back to-mor- 
row." 

The caps were satisfactory, but C. stated that he must go 
to New Torlc, to get some telegraphic material, which he 
was to furnish-some small wires to wind the battery, and 
asked me if I could not advance money. 

"I haven7 t any with me now, but, if yon mill meet me a t  
the corner of Third and Market Streets, at half-past one, I 
can let you have some, and you will be in time then to get 
the two o'clock train for New York." 

I left and went to Franklin's office, requesting him to ar-
rest us \vlittn we met on the corner. C. and myself arrived 
a little before the time, and I ~nadt?some preliminary conver- 
sation on that account. At the moment lie mas anticipating 
tile transfer of the funds, Franklin calrle up, and suspende(1 
operations by saying : 

"I ar:l the chief of police here, and I want you two gen 
tclemen." 

'6 
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C. laughed, and said : 

"I glless you don't know who I am." 

"Oh, yes, I do, and I know this other man, too. He's s 


blockade runner, fro111 Richmond, and yodre not much 
better." 

W e  went to a station-house, and Franklin apparently 
searched me, while another ofticer attended to C. He was 
then taken to the Sixth Yrecinct station-house, and locked in 
a c2ll by himself. 

B. only remained to be arrested. But he mas the most 
important one of the number, and Marshal &Iilwood, of that 
district, mas to assist in his arrest. I called on Mr. B., who 
said : 

'(I think we have both got about tired of A. and C., and 
I: tllinlr you had better meet me to-morrow, and bring tbem 
wit11 you, SO that we can settle up  with them, pay tllenl their 
commir;sion, and tell them that you have bought all you re- 
quire. Then we can go into New Yorli, to-morrow, in tlie two 
o'clock train, and make arrangements for all tlie g o d s  you 
want, without the heavy commission you are obliged to pay 
tliem." 

I pronlisod to come to his office, at twelve o'clock, the 
nest day. Franklin and Marsllal Milwood were duly in- 
formed of this appoi~itment. 

Mr. B.'s store mas in s long, narrow building, and in 
the rear were two or three small offices, with desks for 
writing. I was with Mr. B. in one of these. 

After the usual salutations, B. asked : 
"Where are A. and C.?" 
"They are running about town, somewhere. I didn't 

want to bring them here. I mill sit down and write then1 3 

fetter, stating that my business is nearly done in Philadel-
phia, and that I am about to leave." 

Mr. B. furnished me with paper, and I took a seat at. one 
of the desks, to write. Tlie time passed on, and I became 
restless, for Franklin and hlilwood sllould already have nr-
rived. 

I f  they sllould fail me, I thought I should he in a very 
disagreeable dilemma, hiving promised to go with R. to 
New York 
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I was thus meditating, when I heard two men coming 
down the store from the front. In a moment more,,&farshal 
Milwood-a large, strong man, with a gold-headed cane and 
a gold badge-Atered the next office, and said : 

. . "I s  this Mr. B.?" 
"That is my name, sir," responded B 
"I am the United States marshal of this district, and I ar 

rest you, sir." 
B. turned pale. 
Meanwhile, Franklin, who had also entered, turned and 

said : 
"Here's another man that we want. This is that man 

Munson." 
I tore off the paper I had written, and commenced rolling 

it up, as though secretly. Talring m y  black sillc hat in m y  
hand, I quietly put the paper under the leather lining inside, 
and placed the hat on my 11ettcI. B. was matching me, and 
.conject~~redthat I had written something in the letter which 
could criminate them. If he 1l;rd any doubt before that I was 
what I represented myself to be, this action mould have re- 
moved his suspicions. 

"1gness you are mistaken, gentlemen," said I. 
"Oh, no, not at  all," said Franklin ; "you can't. fool us. 

You are the man that came here from the South, to buy 
goods. Let tne see the letter you were ~riti11g." 

"I haven t ~vritten any letter," said I. 
"Oh, nolle of that !" said Frtlnlclin, knocking my hat 

from m y  head as roughly as t l~ongl~  lit? 11ad been in earnest. 
"You thougllt 1didn't see that little sleight-of-hand perform- 
ance, didn't you ?" he continued, taking the paper from the 
hat. TIe read ir, and handed it to Milwood 

B. 11-a~walkhlg up and down, stroking his beard, having 
gained his corn oosure. 

"We want both of yon," said Milmood. "Mr. Marshal," 
said B., "I think you are entirely too fast in till> u~atter. I 

an old citizen here, well known, and a partner in this 
house. This gentleman is from the South, it is true. . He in- 
quired nit? out and visited me, but I cannot believes he ie 
here for any improper purpose. So far as I am concerned 
1 shall be able to shorn who and what I am very easily." 
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B. was searched, and quite iulpo~-tantpapers for evidence 
were found on him. He was then sent to the Sixth Precinct 
station-house. 

That evening Marsl~al Milwood, Ben. Franklin, and I, 
went down to see the prisoners, I keeping carefully out of 
their sight. 

"Let ns  see what they will say to each other," said one 
of tthe party. An officer took A. into C.'s room. 

"My G-d ! what are yon doing here 1" exclaimed A. 
"Doing here ?" answered C., angrily. " I'm arrested.'# 
"Why, when mere you arrested 2" 
"I mas standirig on the corner of Marlret and Third Streets 

wit11 Munson, and Ben. Franklin took us both." 
"My G-d, I was arrested with Munson," said A. 
"You can't play that on me. You're a -Jew, and it's 

you who Imve brought all this trouble on me." 
A. was enraged at this, and conversation followed of the 

rouglieet sort. 
TTTllen the excitement subsided, U.  mas put into the same 

room wit31 them, Milwood, Franklin, and myself, still out of 
sight, listening. 

"My G-d, B., you arrested too ?" said A. 
B. stroliecl 11is mlliskers and loolied ster~ily. 
"I undt~rstandit all," said he. "You tire two scoun-

drels, and one or the otlier of you either betrayed this matter 
or let it out by your cursed carelessness. I believe A., that 
that you came fro111 Baltimore with Munson to beat him out 
of his money and get llirrl arrested." 

They abused each otlrer for nearly an hour, and A. 
wanted to fight the rest. Each declared that he was arrested 
with Munson, and not one would believe a word the other 
said. 

"Come, you're making too much noise," said the officer, 
finally. L' We'll have to separate you again." 

Early '. the morning tliey were taken to a prison out of 
town, and in the afternoor1 Milwood and Franklin went with 
me to visit them again. I was put into n cell, and A. brought 
and locked in with me. 

"hiein Got, Munson, what s troubles this is !" said A., 
his German accent more noticeable in Iris dqiection. "Mein 
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Got, when we got out of that cars and that man b'mnklin 
came up, I thought I should have died. And B. and C. are 
drrested too." 

' &  Well, we're all in the same boat," said I : "I suppose 
they' 11 hang me." 

In a short time A. mas told to come out and get his din-
ner, and 13. mas locked in with me ; I putting on the aspect 
of chief mourner over our fate. 

''Well, I'm sorry fpr you, RIunson," said B. "I suppose 
m y  friends mill have me out this afternoon or to-morrow, and 
if I can do any thing for you I shall be glad to. I never 
liked that Jew, and I am convinced that this is all his 
doing." 

After a while E. was removed, and C. pat in the cell. He' 
came in with a knowing leer on his face. He had suspected 
the truth. 

"I'm glad to see you, Munson," said he ; "that was a 
fiplendid thing we played on them fellows, wasn't i t?  Oh, 
tllat's the may to catch them !" 

"What do you mean ?" said I. 
"Why, I knew who you mere all the time. You cuuldn't 

fool me ; I wanted to help you catch the scoundrels." 
"Who do you think I am 7'' 
"You are a detective from TVashington. I knew you 

well enough. I mas just going np to Marshal hlilwood, to 
tell him what we had done." 

"C., it is too late to tell that story now. It won't do." 
A statement of the cases was forwarded to Washington, 

and A., B., and C. were sent to Fort Warren. A., probably 
from the excitement and mortification attending his arrest 

imprisonment, became insane, nud mas sent to Black- 
well's Island, and afterward to tlie asylum near Baltimore, 
where lie still remains. Before A. left, in a fit of passion, he 
6trllck C. in the face, breaking his nose. B. and C. were 
released on bail for trial. 

A leading New Yorlr daily paper contained the very 
correct account of the case as quoted below :-

''The most important arrests that have been made during 
the rebellion came to light in this city to-day. &tostof 
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thme previously incarcerated in Fort Lafayette had :been 
devoting their influences to treason ; but the parties her: 
arrest3d were contributing arms and munitions of war 
daily, bribing officers of the United States Army to further 
their designs, and had organized a system of treason so skill- 
ful and so complete, that only after the utmost vigilance, 
and when the detectives had tested all means to entrap and 
decoy them, the full proofs came to light. 

"The names of these men are J. M. H., F. W., and TV. 
G..-H. is a Baltimore Israelite, whose business is the making 
of military trimmings, epaulet tes, sword-handles, &c. He 
had obtained a hay contract from the United States Govern- 
ment. to more effectually conceal his plans, and mas artned 
irith numerous letters from Federal functionaries, that he 
intended to produce in emergencies. This man conducted 
contraband trade from Baltimore until General Dix and the 
provost-marslkal showed him up. He was first observed 
in this wise :-A package, containing several thousand fric- 
tion tubes and cannon-primers, had been left at Adnms's 
Express office in this city, addressed to a well-known firm 
in Baltimore. Being threatened with arrest, the latter firm 
confessed that they mere the agents of J. M. H., and it was 
further educed that the same was shipped under a fictitious 
uame by W. G. 

"Detective Benjamin Franklin, a sagacious and fertile 
Philadelphia officer, now determined to seduce H. to this 
city ; for mllicll purpose he resorted to certain ingenious 
means, not now ripe for publication. Convinced that heavy 
orders awaited him here, and that Philadelphia was less 
under espionage than Baltimore, H. came on. A cele-
brated Lincoln detective now took part in the matter, and 
the means by which they inveigled all the parties consti- 
tute the ricllcst item in the history of criminal surveillance. 
The Israelite was so played upon that he i u  not yet aware 
of the enemies who ruined him, and when the matter mas 
ripe the wllole party mere taken up, their goods and papers 
seized, and they are now in Fort Lafayette, having gone 
forward on Sunday night. 

'-W. G. is a razor and cutlery importer, whose estab- 
lishment is situated at Fifth and Commerce Streets. Re 
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has never taken the oath of allegiance, being an Englishman. 
His game was to pretend himself a Federal agent until the 
worst came, when he was to claim the privileges of a British 
subject. In  his establishment were found surgical instru- 
ments, caps, pistols, bowie- knives, &c., packed and di-
rected to go southward. The property amounts to $10,000 
in value. 

"I?. \V. is a Virginian, formerly in partnership with 
C. B. C., 205 North Water Street. He has always been 
a rabid traitor, and his wife llas been six times to Rich-
mond and back mitlrin as mmry weeks, taking rncll time 
trunks heavily filled witll weapons and goods coutinb:lnd. 
She passed our lines by bribing an officei*o f  the an11y, wlio 
obtained pi~sses for tlie purpose. Said offic:rr llns been ar 
rested, and will probably he shot. At \Y.'s 11onse :LI~ 
extensive correspondence mitli parties iu the Soutli Tf7\.aS 

found, and his complicity wit11 tlle iebcls ~v;ls proved by 
his papers, even in tlle absence of any otllrr evidence. 
Among other articles seized, there mas n pirir of eyaa-
lettes, marked mitlr the nnine of Citptain It.; an officer 
in the rebel army. There mere :~lso n pliotograpl~ic group 
of worthies, of ~vhicli I T .  \\-us tlre center. A gentlei~rtl~l, 
~ h ois familiar wit11 the likeiirssrs, sitys that t11t.y repist? 
sent Captain R., Captain J. A. C., Lieutenaiit C. D. I?., 
of Georgia, and B., n~nyor of Savannah, all decided 
rebels. 

"The hay contract in mllicll H. mas engaged TIXS to have 
been worked to good advantage. Two vrssels. one loaded 
with bales of hay, and tlie other wit11 hales contailling IVitiu. 

mlmitions, mere to have been dispatclled up tlle Potcn~ac, 
and at Aqaia Creek, at u giver1 signal, the bogus liay a oeld 
]lave been run under the Rebel batteries. A11 this was 
proved by seized letters, and also the fact that tlre late cap 
tures of Federal sloops and small craft by the Rebels, off 
the Potomnc and Rappahannock Rivers, were tlie work of 
iesign and not of accident, the same containing contraband 
oatters. New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore mer-

chants are thus implicated, alid the proofs are too plain 
and startling to be set aside. n e s e  three men were leagued 
together, and among their several correspondence were 1at.t 
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letters fiol:~ Rebel contractors, ackno~vledging the receipt of 
pistols and side-arms. 

"After being arrested, they were shiftect finom station 
Ilouaes to prison, being one night taken out of town to 
stave off judicial decisions, writs of habeas corpus, &c. 
Fillally, on Sunday, Marshals Jenkins and Steele drove 
them to the New York boat-W. defiant, G. cowed and 
sullen, and the Israelite trembling like a leaf. 

"A part of the correspondence implicating them mas 
obtained from the wife of a lieutenant in the B'ederal army, 
wllo had been rather delicately implicated with N. H. W., 
now in Fort Lafayette. She has been arrested in Newark, 
New Jersey, where she resides. 

"The Government decoy who assisted detective Frank- 
lin in these labors is said to be a daring Californian, full 
of nerve and fertile in expedients, who has been twice in 
Charleston and thrice in Richmond since the battle of Bull 
Run. His manner of making the arrest cannot now be dis-
closed, although it rivals in interest and danger the exploits 
of the best Bow Street officers." 



C B A P T E R  IV. 

TREASON AND. TRAJTORS AT THE NORTH. 

~Baltirnor e-The Detective Service and tbe Arrest of the Maryland kgis. .rf 8-Th@ 
Refugee and the Spy-The Pursuit and the Capture-Traitors at Niag\ra F a k  
Acquaintance with them-The AnesGIn Fort Lafayette. 

OF all places north of Mason and Dixon's line, Baltimore 
had the pre-eminence in the early development of treason, 
and its defiant audacity. It is doubtful whether any other 
city furnished as largely and promptly for the rebel army the 
sons of aristocratic families. Here originated, practically, 
armed resistance to the Government. 

The blood of the niIassachusetts Sixth was the first martyr- 
blood of the war, and it stained the pavements of Baltimore. 
From that city mas sent the first expedition to destroy a rail-
road-that to Gunpowder River. 

Whatever Baltimbre may have done since to redeem her 
name from treason's darkest hue, at the beginning of the civil 
ronflict it was a hot-bed of crime, and its manifold products 
served well the garner of all its harvest-Ricllmond. 

TO make the most of the information. obtained in Rich- 
mond, and of my letters from the authorities, I sought the 
acquaintance of leading secessionists, and mas soon on excel- 
lent terms with them ;indeed, I was admitted into their secret 
councils. This Ivas more readily done at this time, when any 
representative of the South was cordially welcomed to the 
tri~itoro~ls And my commission from the circles of that city. 
Confederate government gave mb distinction among the 
fl'iends of the revolt. 

So determined and persistent mere the people in their 
opposition to the Governtuent, that a well-devised and 
deeply-laid plan mas nearly consummated to carry the State 
.ollt of the Union anit to link i t s  destinies with the South. 
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This was to be accomplisl~ed through the secret assembling 
of the Legislature of Maryland. So dark, disloyal, and un- 
known to the public had been the meetings of this Legiela- 
tnre, that none (or very few) of the most prominent rebels 
were apprised of its movements. As a confide~tialand 
trusted friend of the authorities at Richmond, there could be 
no objection to revealing to me the plot. 

At many of the private meetings which I was invited to 
attend, I was shocked and amazed at the cool and deliberate 
manner in which they declared their intentions to meet at 
Frederick, pass the ordinance of secession, and by it make 
and proclaim Maryland a Confederate State. These facts, as 
fast as they were obtained, were forwarded to Washington. 

The rebel legislators arrived in Frederick, in accordance 
with a previous understanding, at different times, and from 
various directions, to avoid suspicion in loyal minds as to 
their real object. This was about' the middle of September, 
1861. Those that did reach Frederick were quietly arrested, 
and others en route, or just ready to leave Baltimore to meet 
their fellow-conspirators, were taken with so little demonstra- 
tion, scarcely any one of the number knew of the arrest of 
his fellow -trai tor. 

The prompt action t,?ken by the Government and its im- 
portance, I believe, have never been appreciated by the 
people of the-loyal state^ 

It is startling to contemplate for a moment the result 
which must have followed the v0t.e of this body of treason- 
able men. 

It would have been taken at once as the signal for the 
immediate organizgtion of a large rebel force in the State; 
and, instead of Washiagton having been the capital of the 
Union in the civil war, it would have been the capital of the 
Confederacy. 

Instead of the Potomi\c river being the picket line be- 
tween the hostile armies, that line would probably have been 
somewhere op the borders of Pennsylvania. 

Whatever may be the estimate put upon the military or 
civil status of Benjamin F. Butler, to his energy, courage, and 
executive power in an emergency, the country is indebted 
for the position which Maryland occupied during the war 
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Had he faltered on his arrival in the State, or even hesitate^ 
a moment, Maryland would have been a Confederate SL%tett.. 
Had he done nothing more, the country would have owed 
General Butler a lasting debt of gratitude. 

September 28, 1861, while stopping at French's Hotel, in 
New York, I made the acquaintance of Mr. C., the book-
keeper. Having had occasion to make inquiries of the char-
*acterof his guests, J was compelled to disclose my ofhe. 

While conversing with him on one occasion about the 
hardships of the loyal people of the South, be called my  a t -
tention to a man stopping there, who said he was a refugee 
from Mobile, and wished me to hear his story of wrongs. 

I consented, and was introduced to an apparently respect-
able and honest mechanic, who stated that he was a Nortb-
ern man, and had been South for some time, as locomotive 
engineer. 

When the rebellion began, he inadvertently declared his 
sentiments, and the vigilance committee ordered him to go 
Nor~h. 

He owned a small house, worth a few thousand dollars, 
and wished to stay long enough to sell it and take his family 
with him. But he was required to start at once, leaving his 
family behind. 

An intimation to him by Mr. C. that I might influence the 
authorities at Washington and get a pass, induced him to 
apply to me for assistance. 

1 took a deep interest in the case, gave him my address in 
Washington, and asked him to call upon me there. Subse 
quently, when the incident had passed from my mind, one 
day my refugee friend came mshing into my apartment at  
Washington, and excitedly said : 

'.I have just met B. on the avenue, a young man from 
Montgomery, Alabama, where I was once employed, ele-
gantly dressed in female attire, and accompanied by a man 
whom I do not know. I believe he is a spy." 

"Why did you not follow him ? " 
"I was so much excited, I did not think of kp9 
My informant then gavg me some account of B., when I 

requested him to go with one of my assistants tnrou& the 
~ r i n c i p dstreets in search of the mysterioos strangers. 
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The search was continued for six days. 
One morning he came with the haste of great excitement 

into my quarters again, saying : 
('Well, I met B. and his friend just now, and followed 

them to the National Hotel." 
I went there with my informant, procured two tickets for 

dinner, and we were soon seated at the table, where I found 
the couple. They were registered in the book as &'Dr.McC. 
and wife, Harper's Ferry, Va." I did not lose sight of them 
again. 

On Saturday they left Washington. I followed them to 
Philadelphia. They stopped at the Continental Hotel, regis- 
tering their names "Dr. McC. and wife, Washington, D. C." 
Under Llieir names I put m y  own as "John Brown." After 
some further disclosures, which we shall not here detail, on 
Sunday night they started for the West. 

I was dressed in the garb of a farmer, and managed with- 
out suspicion to sit near them and hear much of their con-
versation ; all of which proved clearly their treasonable 
character. \ 

Monday night we xeached tlie Burnett House, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. I saw them safely domiciled in the fourth story, and 
waited until after one o'clock at night, when I knocked at 
the dour. It was cautiously opened, when I said : 

"Doctor, I want to see yon privately a moment." 
His wife mas sitting witli her feet on the mantel-piece, 

smoking a cigar, and her dress unhooked. 
I said, "Doctor, I have followed you from mTashington ; 

I know the character of this young man in female dress." 
At this moment I noticed a revolver on the mantel-piece, 

and remarked : 
"This might be dangerous in the hands of an ill-minded 

person ; I guess I will take possession of it." 
The doctor was boisterous and threatening. I told him 1 

idid not wish to make him ~lotorious tliere, and alarm the 
house ;that I knew all about them, and resistance would not 
help the matter. McC. commenced pulling on his boots, 
when I noticed the glitter of the handle of a bowie-knife 
which was thrust into a pocket in the side of his boot. 1 
added, reaching out my hand : 
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"Doctor, I think I will take this also ;you might hurt 
yourself." 

With a slight resistance on his part, I secured it The 
search of his baggage revealed, drawn on tissue paper, elab- 
orately prepared plans of the fortifications and number of 
troops in and around Washington, with a large' number of 
letters of great importance to the Government. 

All of these mere put into t+e trunks, again locked up, 
and with the keys in my possession, aVfour o'clock A. M., 
I was on my way to Washington with the travelers and their 
precious freight. They were safely quartered in the Old 
Capitol prison, and the maps, &c., delivered to Mr. Seward. 

As an evidence that the great rebellion had long been 
premeditated by the prominent politicians of the South, it is 
only necessary to observe how completely they seemed to 
have the machinery of- their treason in operation. For, 
before the roar of the cannon around Sumter had ceased 
to echo in the bay of Charleston, the secret emissaries of the 
cause had received their instructions, and each knew dis- 
tinctly the part he was to play in the great drama. 

From Floyd to the lowest traitor, the certainty of success, 
and the matured plans, had so emboldened them, that but 
little discretion or concealment was deemed important. And 
while Breckinridge was daring the North in Congress t o  
oppose the right of the South to secede, itas traitorous agents 
were boasting in the streets of Washington what they ixz-
tended to do. 

With a view to the arrest of these rebel agents, Octob~ r 
18,1861,I went to Canada, as the subjoined letter will show : 

October 25, 1861. 
Eon; SEORETABYOF STATE: 

W ~ e a l x e ~ o n ,  
i 

DEARSIR-I returned from Canada this morning. I found at  the Clifton 
House, Niagara Falls, a large number of prominent secessionists, mho hav* 
juot returned from Europe. 

1 would like an order for the arrest and conveyance to Fort Lafajetta of 
S. W.A. and 0. B. C., the first-named being a member of the so-called Con- 
federate Congress at this time. These traitors are waiting an opportunity to go 
Soutl~. They have very important correspondence in tl eir possession, somo 
bnf which I have seen. I am confirlel~tI shall succeed in inducing them to 
visit our side of the river, which of course will be tho only opportunit: f t~r  
m a t i n g  them. Yours, very respectfully, 

L 0. BAKELB 
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Having obtained the desired order from the Secretary of 
State, I immediately started for Niagara Falls. At Roches- 
ter I employed a colored servant, for I had determined to 
play the part of same prominent rebel from the South, and 
wrote tliree letters, all addressed to the name at the Clifton 
EIonse which I had assumed. 

One of these letters was mailed in New York, one in St. 
Loois, and the third in Washington. On my arrival at the 
Clifton House, where my secession friends alluded to were 
stopping, I registered my assumed name, and put on the airs 
of a Southern gentleman. I secured two of the most spacious 
rooms in the house. 

The obliging landlord brought to me my letters, and in 
view of the honor conferred upon him he was more than 
ordinarily civil. 

He remarked that he had often heard my name mentioned 
by his Southern friends. Upon my adding that I desired to 
live in perfect quiet, he said that it. would be impossible for 
one so distinguished to do this ; especially would my ac- 
quaintance be sought by fellow-exiles from the "sunny 
South." 

I was'allomed to pass that evening in seclusioli ;but early 
the next morning n servant handed me the card of S. W. 
Ashley, with his compliments, and expressing a desire to 
we me. 

I graciously granted Mr. A.'s request, and told the spf 
vant to show him up. 

I may here remark that the chances or risks so often taken 
of being detected in the assumed name by some acquaintance 
of the real person, sometimes do prove fatal to the plan ;but 
even a defeat by tlie discovery of the real object by those 
I am seeking to entrap is only the failure of that particu- 
lar plot, leaving a hundred others open for farther experi- 

* ment. 
Fortune favored me, however, in this case, as Mr. A. liai 

no personal acquaintance with the traitor whose name I had 
assumed. 

Our aims and purposes apparently being alike, lve were 
soon on the most familiar terms. W e  talked over the pros- 
mect of glorior~ssuccesses by our gallant troops, and laughed 
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at the absurdity of the attempt of the Yankees to resist the 
valor of the chivalric Soath. 

Mr. A., liaving preceded me several days in the visit 
to the Falls, had become acquainted with the interestin(! 
localities, and politely invited me to acconlpany him on a 
tour of observation. I gladly accepted, and spent a day 
among the wonders of the great cataract. 

The following morning he called again, to repeat the kind 
attehtion. 

At my suggestion, we decided to visit that marvelous 
monument of engineering skill, the Suspension Bridge. I 
was enthusiastic in praise of the designer, and tried to ex- 
plain how the first wires were thrown over the chasm ;and, 
to have a Fdrther inspection, proposed that we should buy 
tickets to cross, intimating to my friend that we had better 
not go over, but simply advance a sufficient distance to make 
an examination of the structure. -

I entertained my friend mith remarks upon the scenery, 
the cables, &c. ; and, to go into the scientific observation of 
the different parts of the bridge, Iwent over the national line 
a hundred feet perhaps, toward t t ~ e  American shore. While 
deeply interested in conversation, we mere suddenly accosted 
by a mild, gentlemanly man, who said to my friend, Mr. A. : 

"Your name is A., sir ? I have an order from the Seo 
retary of State for your arrest. In your admiration of this 
structure, I think you h ~ e  Yonventured a little too far. 
will please accompany me with your friend." 

I replied : "Sir, certainly you can not have an order for 
my arrest ; i f  so, will you produce it ?" 

He then took from his pocket the order for the arrest of 
Philip Herbert, my assumed name. 
. I suggested to Mr. A. that we should accompany the 
officer, quite sure that, upon the proper explanation, we 
should be at once released. 

Our protestations mere of no avail. He said: "I have 
been watching this bridge for you three weeks ; quite sure 
YOU could 'not resist the temptation to examine it. YOU 
must go mith me." W e  started immediately for New York. 

Mr. A. had been quite thoughtful and sombre on the 
way to Rochester, and there remarked to me that his mind 

T 
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was not perfectly clear in regard to tho part I was playing ; 
he had his suspicions that he had mistaken his man. Philip 
Herbert, it will be recollected, mhile in Congress, killed a 
waiter in Willard's Hotel, and after the date of this affair 
mas himself killed in'the mar while colonel of a regiment. 

We were taken from New York to Fort Lafayette, ~yhere 
1 remainerl an hour and my less fortunate friend eight months 



A KXIGIJT OF TI113 GOLD159 SQUARE. 

P II. F., alias Carlisle Murray, a Kniillt of the Golden Square- The Arrest-
Releuc-Papers of F. es~mined-Secretary Seward's Order for a Second Arrest 
-On the Track-The Rurd Retreat-Mr. Cnrlisle Murray a Reformer and 
Lover-The OfficialWrit-The Astonished Landlord and Landlady-A Scene-
Report. . . 

IT was during the month of November, 1861, that the ex-
istmce of certain treasonable organizations, having for their 
object the overthrow of the Government, began to attract 
attention. October 17, 1861, a communication mas received 
by tlie Won. Secretary of State, purporting to give the his-
tory of n secret society in Texas, known as Kniglits of the 
Golden Ci1.clt1. Tlie particular ob,jects of this organization 
rntlre not, Iiolrrever, fully explained. A few days later, an- 
otliri- letter wits 1.ecaived at the State Department, giving 
si~riilar i~~forinution. On tlle 24th of October, Ben,jtllnin 
Frarilrliri, Cllief of the Plliladelpliia Police, arrested, on a 
te1rgr:lpliic dispntcl~, a one-nnllrd nmn, named Carlisle Mur-
.ay,tuld coiifilied him in t l k  station-lloust? of tlrnt city. On 
warclli~ig liis person, mysterions papers were found, appar-
ently containing the constitution and by-ln\rls of the Knights 
of tllr Golden Square. Franklin sent a dispatch to me, in-
forming nre of the arrest. - a  

I calna to Philadelphia, compared the documents with the 
original records of tile Kniglits of the Golden Circle in the 
State Department, and found them to agree-tlie two societies 
were clearly essentially one in character. I n  n fiirtlier con- 
versation wit11 Murray, he claimed to be an inti1n:ltt: friend 
of a well-known merchant-prince of Boston, for ml~om he 
acted as agent. At this stage of the war so little mas known 
of the Knights of tlle Golden Circle, no great i~nporticnce mas 
attached to Murray's papers, and he was releasrd. 
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Before this, however, I recognized him as a somewhat 
distinguished individual. His name mas P. H. F., who 
figured as Fillibuster Walker's minister from Nicaragua in 
1848. A subsequent examination of the papers in Mnrray's 
possession, taken in connection with those before referred 
to, satisfied me that he was really a member of the Knights 
~f the Golden Circle. 

Clothed with the authority conferred by the following 
order, I entered upon the search after F. :-

DEPAETMKNTOP E T A ~  
Wmumo~on,Noamher !2,lS6L 1 

To L. 0.BAKER,Esq., Washington, D. C.:-
You will please arrest P. H. F., alias Carlisle Murray, and convey him to 

Fort Warren, Boston, Massachusetts. Examine his person and baggage, and 
send all papers found in his possession to this Department. 

I am, sir, your obedient- servant, 
(Signed) WILLIAMH. SEWARD, 

Secretary of State. 

He had been released some weeks before his real charac-
ter was discovered. To find him then seemed a hopeless 
task. By intercepted letters postmarked Branford, Conn., 
I was soon on his track. Assuming another name, he had 
selected this quiet town as his temporary residence. His 
assumed name there I did not know ; consequently must 
devise some plan which would lead to the knowledge 
of his locality. Accompanied by Franklin, I proceeded tt  
Branford. To avoid suspicion on the part of the citizens, it 
was necessary that Mr. Franklin and myself should appear 
under an assumed character. We represented ourselves to 
be gun manufacturers in behalf of the Government, seeking 
for an eligible spot and building in which to carry forward 
our business. An old machine shop, not then used, answered 
my purpose. 

When it was known that two intelligent men were about 
establishing business for the loyal cause, the good people of 
course were very anxious to serve us. The only hotel in 
Branford mas a quiet inn, kept by a venerable couple. Here 
we found ourselves, strangers to all and in pursuit of a 
stranger, with no tangible clew to his person or place of 
abode. To get on good terms with "mine host" and hosbae 
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it mas only necessary to state prospective plans, a ~ l dthat 
their house mould be my headquarters. Tl~t:old man' tallced 
freely of tlie facilities for my contemplated business, and of 
the moral and social condition of tlie people ; inviting 
Franlclin and myself to dine with them. Up to this time q-e 
had made no inquiry for tlre object of our visit, trusting to 
aircumstances for farther developments. We soon sat down 
to an excellent dinner. While at the table, the old lady in-
quired .of her lrfisband, "Is Mr. Jackson coming down to 
dinner l You had better ask him." This question satisfied 
me that we had a distinguished guest. \vho mas that Mr. 
Jaclison ? I immediately rose, giving Franklin the cue, and, 
to the astonishment of the honest pair presiding at the table, 
ruslred up stairs to search the house. Hurrying from room 
to room, at length I found the strange boarder occupying the 
o d y  bedroom and parlor in the' house. I said, extending 
my hand : 

How are you, F ? " 
Ht arose, and, politely taking my hand, said : 
"lon have the advantage of me." 
I replied : "I-believe I have ; for I have a warrant for 

your arrest ; and I don't think you have one for me." . 

"Oh, yes," he replied ; "I recollect you now. You are 
from California ? "  ' 

And in the coolest and most off-hand manner said : 
. 

''Why?I am glad to see anybody from California. Here 
is some good brandy. Well, lio~vare my friends, McDougal 
and Tillford ? ', 

He then added : "Why, Baker, this is a good joke. 
Horn did you find out where I .mas ? I thought I had got 
beyond the reach of detectives. Now, the people here think 
me a very good man. I have lectured on temperance and 
religion ; have a class in the Sabbath-school ; and am court-
ing one of the prettiest girls in Connecticut. This is too 
bad. '' 

By this time the landlord and his wife had entered the 
room, having learned from Franklin French's real character, 
when she said : 

"UThy, Mr. Jackson, how could you be so wicked l 
These gentlemen say you are a rebel spy. To think that a 
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secessionist has even slept nnder our roof. I'll have to air 
the bed and purify tlie whole house." 

Then, looking at her hands and crying bitterly, she 
added : 

' L  And I have washed your clothes ! May the. Lord for- 
give you, for I can' t." 

The scene mas a mixture of the pathetic and comic rarely 
witnessed. The unsuspecting landlord, who had nearly 
reached his threescore and ten years, stoo'd trembling with 
the palsy, and with a most woebegone expression, while hie 
more demonstrative companioh seemed beyond the reach of 
a comforting word. Then followed a hasty packing up of 
French's effects, and sending them down stairs, when he 
paid his meekly bill,* and said to the landlady : 

" I will return and explain this whole thing to you." 
In less time than it has taken to tell the story, the news 

had spread through the village. The pastor whose r llpit 
French had occupied, the postmaster, and blacksmith were 
at the hotel. But one person could be found who ujected
to the proceedings, and he was a newly arrived hf. D. from 
Texas, who at once declared his purpose to resist the order 
of arrest, and called upon the people to assist in rescuing the 
prisoner. The display of a six-shooter immediately quieted 

rebellious spirit. F. was taken to New Haven, thence 
to Fort Warren. After a brief incarceration, he was paroled 
by Secretary Se~vard ; and so tlie matter ended. The dis-
loyal order of the Knights of the Golden Circle was so 
vaguely understood that it was thought, after all, harm- 
less to the Government. 

The subjoined report to the Secretary of State will shed 
more light upon tlie character and career of F., and illus- 
trate further the necessity of a detective police when traitors 
in arms and in the disguise of loyal citizens are plotting with 
unscrupulous hate against tlie Government : 

~ A ~ ~ I X G T O X ,~??OUe?Tlbo*17, 1861. 
To the Hon. W. H. SEWARD:-

DEARSIR---On the 2d of November, T received an order from the State 
Department to arrest and convey to  Fort Warren one P. H. F., alias Cnrlisle 
Xorray. From an intercepted letter found in the Philadelphia post-ofEce, I 
had reason to believe that F. was at or near Branford, Connecticut. On 
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the 5th instant, I took officer Ben. Franklin, and proceeded to the above- 
named place. After some delay, I succeeded in finding F. at  a small hotel, 
whore he had been stopping for some months. I immediately placed hirn 
under arrest, searched his person and effects, and found a number of let!ers, 
most of which seem to be a correspondence between him (F.) and a dia 
tinguishod merchant, relating to  the sale of certain steamboats to  the United 
States, Government belonging to  this merchant. F. had represented him- 
self to the confiding 'gentleman as one ,Carlisle Murray, who had been 
driven out of the South becmse of his Union sentiments. He also exhibited 
what pnrported to be genuine letters from the Ron. Mr. Etheridge, Andrew 
Johnson, Parson Brownlow, and others, authorizing him to colloct moneys 
from loyal people of the North, for the support of Parson Brownlow's paper 
(the Enozaille Whig). I have ascertained that he did collect, from the mer- 
chant already mentioned, and others, about four thousand dollars. A careful 
perusal of the correspondence hctween these parties s h o ~ ~ s  that the latter 
did make an engagement with Mr. P. to sell two steamers to our Govern- 
ment, and that he was to receive a certain commission for'the same. During 
the time he was trying to sell or negotiate for the stean~boats, he visited the 
merchant a t  his country residence, was invited to spend the Sabbath, and 
dine with him (which invitation F. accepted), receiving letters of introduction 
to prominent and wealthy citizens of Boston, Yew Pork, Brooklyn, and 
other places. There can be no doubt but that F. is one of the tnost accom-
plished villains in America, nor that the merctlant did bona $de enter ipto 
a contract or agreement with F. to sell certain stear~iboats to the United 
States; nor that his patron was informed of the true character of F. long 
before he took any steps for his arrest. The corresporiclence and all the 
facts in the case go to show: .First. that F., by forged letters and misrepre 
sentations, deceived his patron ; second. that tlie merchant, finding F. a very 
ahrewd, intelligent man, did elnplop liirn to sell the steamers: and third, that. 
when he learned the real chamcter of F., the authorities r c r e  not immediately 
notified by him; and when s:Jd merchant ascertained that F. could not, or 
n-auld not, make a sale of the boats, he telegraplied to the authorities in 
Philadelphia to arrest Carlisle Murray for swindling. These are, in my opinion, 
about t!e facts relating to the matter, as fiir as the merchant is concerned. 

Among the papers found in F.'s possession, was a manuscript parporting 
to be the constitution and by-laws of a secret order or association. known 
as the Knights of the Golden Square. This document is copied almcet ver- 
batim from the constitution .and by-laws of the Knights of the Golden Circle, 
an order that originated in Texas, some two years since, the object of which 
mas, the overthrow of the United States Government. By an ingenious word- 
ing of these papers-that is, whenever the narne and objects of the order 
occur-the terms hare been used, evidently intending to convey the impres-
sion that i t  was a Union order, designed to  he secret in its nature, but the 
object of which mas to be the maintenance of the cnuse of the North. 

I am satisfied tliat F. is a member of the Knights of the Golden Circle; 
that he has copied their constitution atitl by-laws; thnt the papers found in 
his possession have Lecu :iltered or worded dithrently fro~n the original, WB . . 
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that, if he should at  any time be suspected or arrested, these papers could not 
he used as evidence against him. All the letters and papers fonnd i l l  F.'9 
possession are forwarded to your Department. 

Yours, very truly, 
L. O. BAKER. 

Tn the early stages of the war, before any police organ 
ization of 'the Government had been perfected or set in 
operation, and before blockade restrictioils had been es-
tablished, the whole North was flooded by a class of sonth- 
ern spies, correspondents, and incendiaries. That the apy- 
ing and detective business was not confined to those who 
had made it a profession mould seem to be indicated by 
the following letter. The writer of this precious document 
was an Episcopalian minister from the South, who had been 
employed by the rebel government to visit the North, with 
a view to ascertain the movements then on foot toward the 
organization of the army. It was written to Bishop Gen- 
eral P. The "Joe" spoken of, was a sergeant in ojle 
of the Federal regiments, with whom an arrangement had 
been made by the writer to convey through the iines to 
the rebels any documents that might be forwarded to bin1 
for that purpose. "Joe" mas ferreted out and arrested, 
and made a confession of the whole scheme which is re-
ferred to in the communication ; to wit, the organizatioii of 
a force in Philadelphia, New Jersey, and Delaware, to seize 
the Arsenal, Navy Yard, and public property at Philadel- 
phia. The "friend Bob " spoken of was Bob B. (ex-senator 
B.), cf Delaware. When the ringleaders of this conspiracy 
discovered that I was on their track, they immediately 
abandoned the scheme, or transferred their field of opera- 
tions to the West, where an organization was perfected, 
but broken up by the arrest of Dr. D. at Indianapolis, 
in 1864. 

PJXILADICLPHIA,Decembm 26, 186l. 

W o m a r  SIR-Various g ~ o dand sufficient reasons have detained me north 
of this point several days beyond the time specified in your instructions. First 
of these, I, in a room in Boston, mas expatiating, as usual, upon the horrors and 
sin of slavery, as a matter of course, and misrepresenting, in a blundering way, 
its real condition. One of the ohaps took up the cudgel in good earnest. He 
had sailed South, been in Southern ports, knew Southern people well, they 
werc, kind to tho nigger, kc., &c. I invited talk, solicited conversation and .. 
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information-gained hia confidence, finding how freely he let himself out. I 
had several interviews, and finally threw off the mask, and told my real object 
was to gain information, in which he aided me to the extent of his utmost 
ability. Ho is a man about sixty years of age, but strong and active ; and 
rltliougt~a native-born New Englander, he hates, with a perfect ferociousness, 
the name of New England. Several reasons conspire to pro?uce this. First, 
he has beell swindled by a pious deacon, his brother-in-law, who induced his 
wife to forsake him ; then he has mingled, to a great extent, with our people 
South, and.cherishes a fond recollection of many of .our citizens. Oh, how he 
swears at the Yankees. I soon ascertained that I might place implicit reliance 
upon his word. My respect and confidence were confirmed by the opinions 
entertained and freely expressed here by all classes. They represent him as a 
bold, outspoken secessionist. Being a man of tried and sterling bravery, the 
people know well that it  would never do to trifle with him; and, added to 
this, he is worth some twenty o r  twenty-five thousand dollars; being quite 
judiciously invested, enables hirn to realize an income of a t  least three or 
Four thousand a year, at !east three-fourths of which he gives away-not in 
the form of common charities altogether, but gifts in the shape of loans to 
deserving beginners. In this way his popularity anlong a great many is solid, 
not only with those whorn'he has benefited, but others, whose respect for 
such unostentatious nobleness .is chnllenged and secured. 

Well, he is the man me need. He will go into the scheme. with heart and 
soul. His plan is, receive orders for a stanch, swift sea-steamer from a South 
American power, hare her quietly and,,expeditiously built, .manned with the 
right kind of a crew, give ollt 'that he is going with her, let her take in ,a 
cargo of just such articles as we need at present-boots, shoes, &c.-sail, and 
enter tlie first Southern port that looks clear. I would here remark, t h ~ this 
plan is to have three just such steamers under way at the same time. Either 
this, or he will buy--each, however, from different points. Marine signal 
No. 8 (eight) of the Confederate States of America will be used upon entrance 
of our port. This, you remember, is the plan agreed upon to deceive the 
blockade fleet. 

The day after my arrival in this place I was accosted by a venerable old 
beggar, who stood at a corner soliciting alms. His touching tone of voice, 
coupled with his meek yet respectful appearance, althougb in rags, attracted 
and interested me. I gave him a dime, and asked hirn carelessly where he 
lived, with no intention, however, of paying him a visit, but hardly knowil~g 
what to say, and feeling I ought to say something. 

He replied, b L  You aint got any Jeames River tobacby, I reckon, to give a 
fellow a cham." 

Imagine my surprise when my beggar friend proved to be our old Nebo. 
Cute as ever, lie plies his artful game. He tells me that he mas in Washing-
ton last uveek; saps old -is drunk one-half his time. -and -are 
l a ~ i ~ ~ gup big piles of United States money both for themselves and friends, 
though -is the sharpest in the way of money. That old stupid feol, -, 

:ompletely under the tlrumb of --ditto. 
Kabo says that, uhauspectiugly, he has been permitted to enter Iwth.tha 
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cis+ and military department in Wasl~ington and Alesandria. As .his rneane 
sf oo~nmunicating with liead-quarters is so very expeditious and complete, 1 
deem i t  both iinpolitic and unnecessary to detail, in this commi~nicat~ion, tlie 
last, alnount of useful infor~nation which he is enabled to pick up. One thing 
!nlilst merition. IIe says that in less than three ~nontlis we will have Phila- 
clell~llia and Ilultirnore. Ile says that as soon as the advance is ~ n a d e  upon 
the ,ines at W., a party here, now numbering over five tliousand, in this city, 
together with thrice,that number in th,e adjoining counties, will seize tbe 
Navy Yard, Arsenal, &c. His experience tallies with mine, that is, that New 
Jersey is sound to the back-bone for us: yes, far more so than Delawbre, 
although a Southern State. 

I am afraid to advise yon to take that trip, for, notwithstanding the clealctli 
cut of my coat, I aln watched very closely, as ar? all strangers, by the Govern- 
ment spies. The people are heartily sick and tired of this war, but are afraid to 
utter such sentiments, i t  being treason, or so ruled by that drunken thief, -. 

Nebo says that whenever -needs money he sends ahead some startling 
telegraph communications, manufactured, as a matter of course. Soon the 
streets of Philadelphia and New York ring with the cry of extras: " Glorioua 
news (in big letters). Fifty thousand secessionists routed by a Union force 
of only one hundred and fifty. We took thirty thousand prisoners, two liuq- 
dred and seventy-five thousand stand of srmu, one thousnnd four hundred 
cannon, and an immense stock of ammunition. The rebel general shot in the 
moutli by a Buck-tail, which would have proved f'atal, but just as the bnll hit 
him lie spit out a quit1 of tobacco, ~v l~ ich  It, liowever,turned the ball aside. 
glanced from the quid and killetl a colonel and eleven pl-ivatos. Our loss 
(l;niun)-two killetl, tlll*ee wounded, one missiug." 

Sucl~,my dear general, is the windy stutf \vllicll -uses to draw rrioney 
oiit of tlie'Wall Street kings. Verily, this is a Iiumbuggy age. To my mind 
it is past my cornprehension how the two sections call ever meet together, 
even in ordinary intercourse. You can forlll no cor~cel)tion of tlle bitter foel- 
ing of hostility entertained by all classes here. An instnr~ce or two will 
euffice. An interesting pious family, whose sarvory discourse did my sou2 much 
good in its growth in grace, &c., &c., wliose hospitality I often enjoyed, one' 
day last week, in making a call, I found them much excited. Upon inquiring 
the cause, Miss Annie informed me that they had just learned that the bonnet- 
maker was a vile secessionist. I straightened my eye-brows, turned up my 
whites, and made an appropriate pious ejaculation, and inquired how she had 
made the discovery. By accident, sir. Well, to sift the testimony frdm their 
verbiage, Mrs. -, a poor widow, who makes a living for herself and 
children in the bonnet business, had teen so imprudent as to say to  my friend, 

Well. J hope if they do liberate the negroes, they will make some provision 
for thelr support, for they will no longer have their owners to look to." Now, 
for this vlle secession ( I  I !), my pious friends are determined not to  pay their 
bonnet-bills until the war is over. Don't you admire their spunk ? The other 
instance is this :-A pious elder in one of the Presbyterian churches hare has 
a daughter married to tr Southern elder, who is in the Southern army; and so 
bitter is his feeling, that neither daughter, child, no1 husband is ever allutled 



to, even [in] his prayers. Indeed, m y  dear sir, the spirit of the wolf, the 
hyena, ay, rattlesnake, and all vicious ar~iruals, are let looso in the hearts of 
this people. There is no language sufficiently strong to describe the malignity 
of their feelings. Ages hence will this feeling burn. I thought some of our 
Hotspurs went far in their expressions of hatred and contempt, but lt don't 
begin to touch bottom with Philadelphians. Hut wit11 ail this, I understand 
that. we have a goodly heritage in this city and its vicinity. Old Nebo tells 
me .that there is now in process of coxpletion a scheme to be inaugurated 
soon upon a grand scale. I t  conternplates the seizure of Philadelphia. He 
says there is over three millions of dollars invested. Ile could not make me 
acquainted wit11 the particulars. They are called the 'LKegulators." He says 

I 
that several prominent military men have it  [in] cl~nrge. I t  embraces New 
Jersey and Delaware. I find, however, I am repeating what I have already 
written in this letter. 

Dr. -'s church, during the week, is turned into a tailor shop. The 
Doctor is a strong cc,ercionist in the pulpit; in the parlor he is a secessionist, 
or, I should say, an apologist for that vile heresy, Dr. -, ditto, Dr. -, 
ditto, and Inany others, who were converted during the days of terror last 
April, when our fiienc! Bob escaped the halter in Philadelphia. Thousan* 
here entertain earnest and anxious desires for peace, but dare not utter their 
thoughts even to their nearest kin. In my clerical capacity I say, that this 
people is given over not only to believe a lie, but lies. The;truth is too tame 
and commonplace. They are confident that ten of their men can beat and put 
to rout one hundred of the South. I then ask them why their Arxny of the 
Potomac, which outnumbers the South, don't move, and crush Beauregard. 
They say, "Oh, that is the fault of politicians." As an Englishman, some 
avoid and wheedle me. Your obedient servant, 

THOMAS,the D. D. 
I will be in Cleveland ten d a ~ s  from time first noted. 

The following is a copy from a letter which accompanied 
the former, in similar handwriting :-

PHILILDELP~~, 97, 1861.D40&6to 

DEARP n r G J o e  tells me that you are abont Sin sin mughty, as he drawla 
it out. I detained this to say a word abont the M.and G.difficulty; but you 
see the papers-all bosh. Send word by this, if you choose, that it will end 
in r;moks-a flash in the pan. Yon can read and remember as much of the 
.inclosed as you can. Be sure to note the figures, as they mark the name of 
the Sea Dog. Burn the letter unless yon can safely carry, and then get in 
your hole and skeet for Dixie. It ought to  have gone before, but I was far 
away when F. was here, and did not see hirn. Oh, how these Northern 
papers lie about us. Joe is a sergeant in a company of one of the regiments 
here-will start for Washington soon. If he gets on picket duty he will corn- 
municeto. Direct your letters to Rev. -, D. D. (be sure to put the D. D.), 
of Bath, England. Good-by, and G.B. Y. 

TOM. 




C H A P T E R  VI. 

9ISLOYALTY AMONG THE POSTMASTEBS. 

A Mysters-The Result of Cabinet Meetings, in Washington known in R~chmoxd-
The Detectives learn tke Reason-A Tisit to Lower Maryland5musing Stme8 
-The Mysterious Box-The Reports-A Rebel Letter. 

IT was a surprising fact during the first six or eight 
months after the war began, that the result of every Cabinet 
meeting at Washington mas reported in Richmond within 
twenty-four hours after it was held. The secret was, that 
every postn~aster in Lower Maryland, colnprising the coun- 
ties of St. Charles, St. George, and St. b1ary9s, with three 
exceptions, were disloyal. It had been taken for granted! 
that the State was true to the Government, while rebel emis- 
mrces were constantly conveying information from Washing- 
ton to the post-offices along the Potomac, from which it was, 
transmitted to Fredericksburg by blockade-runners and 
apies, and thence telegraphed to Richmond. By this arrange- 
ment, uninterrupted and unrestrained communication was. 
kept open between the rebels North and South until Novem- 
ber 20. 1861, when I decided, if possible, to break up the, 
treasonable correspondence. Accordingly, the Secretary of 
War directed that three companies, of one hundred men each, 
from the Third Indiana Cavalry, then in General Hooker's. 
division at Budd's Ferry, be detached, and report to me for 
the purpose of visiting and, if nbcessary, permanently occu 
pying Lower Maryland. 

The first post-office upon which I called was at Chapti~o,. 
a small village at the head of a bay of the Potomac, bearing 
the same name, and about sixty miles from Washington. 
reached the village late one afternoon, when an amusing 
incident occurred, illustrating the ignorance in the country 
generally, more profound, perhaps, in some portic~nu of it 

I 
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respecting military affairs, resulting from the peaceful pur-
suits of the people during a long period of declining martial 
~pir i t  and demonstrations. 

The first military seen in Chaptico was my advent with 
three hundred of "Uncle. Sam's boys," which naturally ore- : 
ated intense excitement among this rural people. 

My force was composed principally of Germans, who be-
came brave soldiers subsequently in the western battle-
fields. They were addicted, of course, to the nse of intoxi- 
cating drinks ; l~rnce it was necessary to encamp apart from 
places where liquors mere sold. I entered the town wit11 my 
orderly, to notilj. all vendors of strong drink to close their 
bars, and under no circumstances to sell to the soldiers under 
my comnlnnci. 

In the everling, to my surprise, when passing one of the 
drinking-houses, I found it full of troops who, with the land- 
lord, were having a jolly time over their potations. 

I immediately stepped in and inquired of the host : 
"Did I not give yon an order not to sell liquor to my 

men ? " 
"Why, Colonel," he said, " these ain't no soldiers ; they 

are officers. Tliay have got swords on." 
Officers generally wearing swords, the cavalrymen thug 

armed deceived tlie benight-ed dealer in poor whisky and 
beer. He mas sure that he was honored with men quite 
above common soldiering. 

I proceeded to the post-office, and found the postmaster 
sick and all the family in about the same plight, excepting a 
bright little girl, twelve years of age. 

1rapped at the door, when she raised the window and 
said : 

"Father told me I must not let any of the Yankee sol- 
diers in." 

I replied : c b  I am not a Yankee soldier, but an agent of 
the Post-office Department." 

I was then admitted; and asked where the office waa 
kept. She pointed t,o sbox of pigeon holes. While exam- 
ining it, I accidentally observed a rough pine box with iron 
hasp and hinges and a United States mail lock. It was par-
titioned through the center, with a hole for letters in each 
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division. Over one part was "Southern Letters ;" over tht+ 
other, "Northern Letters." 

I said : "What is this box for 2" 
She innocently answered, pointing to the inscriptions : 
"Why, the letters put in that hole (the Southern) go to 

Jtichmond ; and those in the other go to TiSTashington." 
The postmaster, who was in bed, overhearing her, spoke 

somewhat excitedly : 
"No, that d n ' t so ; why do you tell the gentlemttn snch 

s story ? " 
I answered : "I guess the girl tells the truth." 
Taking the box, which, upon examination, was found to 

contain letters frorn rebels on the may to the Confederacy, 
and those wllose hearts, if not their faces, were toward rebel- 
dom, I placed it in the Post-office Department at Washing- 
ton as a curiosity, where it still remains. 

At L., the lazgest village in all that part of Lower Mary- 
land, another amusing incident occurred. It had long been 
the residence of aristocratic families. A weekly newspaper 
was publislled there-a paper which mas pre-eminent in fan-
ning the fires of rebellion throughout that region. 

Arriving within two miles of the town at evening, I en 
camped in a grove of pines. With a captain, sergeant, and 
two orderlies I rode into the village? and found the people 
had heard of our arrival. The principal men of the place 
waited upon me and protested in the most violent manner 
against Yankee troops disturbing their peace ; for they mere 
"State-rights people, who only wished to be let alone." 
They made threats of personal violence if my soldiers were 
brought into Leonardtomn. 

I replied : ''I am here under orders of the Secretary of 
War, on a peaceful investigation, and not as charged, to steal 
your slaves, to burn your houses and barns, or to molest 
the inhabitants. I have money to pay for forage and rationa 
if yon will sell them ; if not, shall take them." 

By this time the editor of the paper had become bois 
terous in his condemnatio~ of the Government and. i tb  
officers. I quietly directed a guard to be placed arount hi^ 
printing-office. Selecting from my conlmand Jude,~L.. of 
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Cleveland, Ohio, an officer ~ v h o  had some experience as an 
editor. I directed him to write an article+for the paper, in 
which the rebel editor was made to recant his secession 
heresy and declare for the Union, advising all his sub- 
scribers to do the same. The compositors were compelled 
to set it up, and then the pressmen reluctantly struck off the 
paper. The subscription book was consulted, and to each 
name a copy of the paper mas mailed. The excitement and 
jndignation which followed the distribution of the suddenly 
loyal sheet, and the discovery of the serious joke, made one 
of the most ludicrous incidents in my official experience. 
The further results of this expedition are presented in the 
subjoined note and reports : 

WMHINQTOX,Nooembr 25,18B1. 

Brigadier-General HOOKER, Commanding at  Budd's Ferry: 
DEAR SIR-The expedition under my command to the lower const of 

Maryland has proved successful. We captured four mounted traitors and one 
rebel jpy. Mr. Seward is much gratified at  the promptness with which you 
responded to  the orders given to me. Also obtained many valuable letters 
and documents, from which important results mill follow. To Captain 
Keister and Lieutenant Lemon, I am under many obligations; I found them 
very prompt nnd ready to act at nll times. The men under their command 
conducted then~selves wit11 the greatest propriety. A detachment of sixteen 
men, as n guard, accompanied me by steamer via Baltimore to  this city. I 
return them to their quarters to-day. Allow me to return yon my thanks for 
your extreme kindness to  me during my short stay a t  your headquarters. 

Yours? truly, 
L. 0.BAKEB. 

WA~HLHQ'R~X,~0116mb6P%, I#. 

r o  the Hon. WILLIAM H. SEWARD,Secretary of State: 
DEAR SIR-In compliance with orders issued from your Department, 

under date of November 18th, I repaired to  the headquarters of Brigadier- 
General IrTooker, a t  or near Budd's Ferry, and was promptly furnished with 
one hundred Inen from th9 Third Indiana Cavalry, under command of Captain 
Keister. The oclject of the expedition was to  arrest parties suspected of 
rendering oid to Virginia rebels, to discover the channel through which con- 
traband corres~ondence was being carried on, and, if necessary, to  take into 
custody auy persons found in arms against the Unit,ed States Government. 
On my arrival at Port Tobacco, the headquarters of Colonel Grdlam's rogi-
ment, 1 found the inhabitants complaining bitterly at  their alleged ill-treat- 
ment, and depredations committed by the soldiers under his cornmand. In 
justice to Colonel G., however, I found, on inquiring. that the inhadtants 
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had been the first aggressors. There are residing a t  this place Lot fbnr 
or  five Union men-the balance either being sympathizers with secessionists, 
o r  open and avowed (aiders and abettors of treason. The postmaster a t  this 
place is secretly doing all in his power to  further the interests of the Con- 
federacy. Eight miles from the above-named locality is a small town, known 
as Allen's Fresh. There are but two Union men at this place. I fonnd 
in the post-oftice here fire letters, addressed to fictitiolls names: on opening 
them, I discovered that they contained sealed letters, addressed to n-ell-known 
sece?sionists in Virginia. The postmaster was one of those who assisted and 
contributed to organize and eqnip Confederate soldiers now in Virginin. A t  the 
Newport po~t-office, some two miles from Allen's Fresh, I found n package 
of thirty-four lettek, post-marked L'Newport P. O., Maryland," all ready to 
be forwarded to different localities at the North. On exarnini~lg these letters, 
I fonnd that they mere a11 written in Virginia, and had all been dropped into 
the office by one person. At Chaptico, a place of about two or three hundred 
inhabitants, located at the head of a small inlet opening into the Potomac, 
I found but four Union men, the traitors at this point having threatened to 
hang and burn the property of any man who dares to avow Union sentiments. 
A t  this point, there has been carried on for months a regular co~nlnunication 
with Virginia. The postmaster here openly declares himself a traltor; I 
should have placed him under arrest, hut found him confined in his bed with 
chills and fever. besides having n large family depending on him for their 
daily support. I next stopped at Leonardtown. This is the largest and by 
far the most prosperous village in Lower Maryland. I do not consider i t  safe 
to  say that there is one Union marl in the town or vicinity, althongh many 
declare themselves State Rights Nen, wl~iclr is but a milder term for secession- 
ists. At this place has been enlisted, equipped, and conveyed to Virginia, 3 

very large number of men for the Confederate army. But very few hesitate 
to declare openly their secession sentiments; I think this is 'Ntributable 
almost wholly to the publication of a bitter and uncompro~nising secession 
paper, published in this place. I found in the post-office a large number of 
letters going to and coming from Virginia. The postmaster, a Xr. Tates, 
declared himself to  me a good Union Inan; I, howeveq afterward obtained 
the most nndeniatlle proof of his disloyalty to the Government and sympa- 
thy with the rebels. I think that Leonardtown shouI(1 be at  once placed 
under martial law, and a provost-marshal appointed, in order that the few 
Union men residing there may 11nve some kind of protecti?~~ :~g:~insttl~eze 
traitols. From Leonardtown I went to Great &fills, a distance of twelve miles. 
There are but few inhabitants residing directly on the road, the population 
being mostly on the Yotomac and Pawtuxent rivers. Daily steamboat com- 
munication from Baltimore to  Millstone Landing (a point on the Pawtuxent 
river, near its month) has, in my opinion,. made this the most important point 
in Lower Maryland. That you Inay more readily understand with what 
faciiities correspondence and goods of all descriptions have and are being 
transported into Virginia by this route, I annex a map of the country. The 
distance from Millstone Lauding, on the Pawtuxent, to Redrnond's Landing, 
a t  the head of St. Xary's river (four rr:!es frorn the Potornac), is but uiglit 
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a~i\c*, the road being ex tellent at all seasons of the year. There are but four 
or five Union men in this vicinity; most of those who have declared thttm- 
eelves as such have either been driven from the county, or dare not avow 
theniselves in favor of the Government. A number are now residing in the 
neighborhood who hold commissions in the rebel army. I t  is, however, 
exteedingly difficult to arrest them ; the approach of any considerable number 
of troops is a signal for these cheats to leave their houses, or secrete them- 
selves, and it can only be accomplished by the most shrewd and well-laid 
plans. I made the following arrests, viz. : E. H. J., W. X.A., E. M.S.,and 
R. L.EI. These nien were a part of an organization known as the Lower 
h[aryland Vigilance Committee. 

Mr. E. H. J. resides at what is known as the Old Factory, St. Mary's 
County, is engaged in merchandising, farming, Stc. When the prosent diffi- 
culties broke out, J. went to  Baltimore, and was there during the riot of 
April 19th. On his return hence, he brought not less than four hundred 
stands of arms from Baltimore, which afterward mere sent to Virginia. l i e  
has liad wagons for hauling contraband goods from the Pototnac to the Pa- 
tnxent, during the greater part of the sllmlner and fall. He made his house 
tile headquarters of secessiori spies, passing to and from Virginia; has enlisted, 
equipped, and forwarded a large number of men for the Confederacy; has 
notified Union men to leave the county ; and has, on dl occasions, cursed and 
abused the Government. 

D. W. M.A. resides about one mile from J., openly defies t h i  dovern- 
tnent, ws9 a co-operntor with J. in dl his treasonable operations; is said 
to be the secretary of the Vigilance Committee, and stated to me, after his 
arrest, that he would yet kill a Yankee for every day that he mas imprisoned 
by the Government. 

E. 1II. S. is a Confederate spy. IIe mas indicted by the Baltimore grand 
,iury for engaging in the riot of the 19th of April, but made his escape into 
Virginia, and, up to the time of his arrest, had kept out of the way. Some 
memor:tndnlns of i~nyortance were found in his possession. 

The arrest of 13. L. 11. will prove of the greatest importance to the 
Government. II. resided a t  the landing on the Ptrtuxent River, and 
made his hotel the rendezvons for all tho secessionists in the county. At his 
house were held all their meetings and deliberations. l l e  had two teamp 
constantly running from the landing to the Potolnttc River. I have the most 
positive proof that, the night before his arrest, he took three hundred Colt 
revolvers to Virginia; I found two large boxes buried in the sand, about two 
hundred yards from his house, from which he took these revolvers. Mrs. 
R. informed me that she had freqcmtly cautioned her husband that he mould 
yet. be caught :ind imprisoned by tho Government, but he disregarded her 
advice, and told her that he mas determined to make money in some way. 
Some letters tve1-e found in his possession of the strongest secession character, 
dso  Confederate envelopes, stamps, circulars, &c. H. was the master spirit, 
8cd the worst Inan in the county. 

Much difficulty was experienced in mdiing these arrests. The county 
is wild and unsettled; a colnplete set of signals had been established among 

8 
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the inhabitants, and riotice of our arrival )lad been given to  tlre entire country, 
making it necessary to move only at night-time. I eccieavored, stating tlrt, 
as soon as tlie troops left, tlieir building wor~ltl be burned, and they them- 
selves assassinated or hung by the Cornrnittee. 

I am ~nuch indebted for my success t.o 12rigndicr-General Hooker, for his 
promptness in f-.lrtlisliing Inen; to Captain Keister, for the energy, patience, 
and pro~nptnes:: with mliicli lle aided me at all times; to A. G. Lawrence, 
Esq., who accotnpanied tne from this city, for the very efficient aid and 
advice he gave at all times. Soine small-arms, two begs of rifle powder, 
secession Sags, and other articles mere seized. 

Since my return, I have had some conversation with the. Postmaster- 
General in relation to mail matters. When I go down again, he has autho-
rized me to displace all disloyal postmasters, and if safe and reliable Union 
men can be found, to recommend them for appointment; if such can not be 
found, discontinue the offices altogether. This course, I have no doubt, will 
induce them to better regard and appreciate the favors they have and are 
still receiving from the Government. ' In order that the cl~annels of commn- 
nication with the South may be effectually broken up, and protection 
afforded to Union men in Charles and St. Mary's counties, I would most 
respectfully recommend that a military force be sent there at once. Two or 
three hundred men could subsist themselves and horses, without being com- 
pelled to transport forage. Should you deem it proper or advis:ible to  send 
such a forte, I would gladly go with them, and render all the assistance in 
my power. Asking pardon for this my lengthy commnnication. 

I remain, dear Sir, most respectfully, 
Tour obedient serlTon t, 

L. C .  BAKER. 

W A ~ ~ [ N G T O N ,Junwry 14,1869 

To the Honorable POSTMASTER-GENERAL :-

DEAR SIR-At your request, I herewitll send report of the condition in 
which I found the several post-offices located in Charles and St. Mary's 
counties, Maryland. At Port Tobacco, numerous and repented cornplainte 
have been forwnrded to me by detective t~gents of the Government, concerning 
the loyalty of the postmaster at this place. Charges of the most grave and 
aggravated character have been made by the few Union men residing in this 
vicinity. On investigation, L found that he has, on three diferent occasions, 
received packages of letters, post-marked at Baltimore, and forwarded same 
to Virginia. On or about the 15th October, a Confederate spy mailed a t  this 
oRce ono hundred and forty letters, whicli he (the spy) brouglit direct from 
Virginia. This was done with the full knowledgo and consent of the post- 
master. I n  addition to tliis, lie 11as aided ar~tl advised a nun?ber of young 
men in tlie neigl~borl~ood to cross the river and join tile Confederate army. 

Allen's Fres11.-T11e postnlaster at this place scldoln if ever attends pbr- 
sonally to the duties of tho office, but leaves the busiriess in the hands of a 
young boy, some twelve or i'ofonrteen years old. I found in this oflice nice 
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nncdled-for letters, having been addressed to fictitious naves ; on opening 
them, I found they were addressed to individuals in the so-called Confederate 
States. The postlnaster in this place is disloyal and can not be trusted. 

Newport.-In this ofice, I found a package of fifty-two letters, 
by parties now residing in the rebel States, addressed to persons in Baltimore. 
The postmaster is a first-class rebel. In my opinion, this office could be 
discontinued, it being located but two rniles from Allen's Fresh. 

Charlotte's IIn11.-But one contraband letter was found in this offico. The 
postmaster tissures me that he is n good Union man, and is doing a11 he can to 
assist and fern-ard the interests of the Government. I think him a highly 
intelligent gentleman, but hardly sound. 

0akville.-This office is located in a thrifty, settled community, and is'but 
of little importance ; being some distance from the Potomac, has less facilities 
than other offices for conducting contraband mail matter. I consider the 
postmaster a loyal, good, and reliable man. 

Chaptico.-From the peculiar location of this office (being sltuated at the 
head of Chaptico Bay), the postmaster has very superior facilities for con- 
ducting a large contraband business, which he has not failed to improve t c  
a greater extent than any other officer in Lower Maryland. Indeed, he 
openly boasts that he holds two appointments as postmaster--one from 
Washington, and one from Richmond. A large number of contraband letters 
were found in his office. In  addition to this, he is an habitual drunkard, 
neglecting the duties of his office; he has repertedly neglected to lock the 
mail-bag; 113s often left the key in the bag, and often refused to open the 
mail at all. From the importance of this office, it could hardly be dis- 
continued without a positive injury to a large number of good and loyt11 
citizens. 

Leonardtomn.-This is the largest village or town in Lower Maryland. 
Charges of disloyalty have repeatedly been made against the postmastsr of 
this place, many of which I have tl~orougllly investigated. He (Yates] styles 
himself a Stnte Rights man, which is but a mild term for secession. A 
number of contraband letters were found in his ofice, but he positively denies 
knowing the writers, or tile parties to whom they are addressed. The 
citizens generally speak in the highest terms of him, and, so far as I can 
judge, the oflice was well u~anageit. Everything seems to  be conducted 
with n great deal of system and, regnlarity. As no better lnan coultl be 
induced to take the office, I sl~ould think a change not advisable a t  present. 

Great Mills.-This is an office of some importance, being located ~nidmay 
between the Pawtuverit river and the head of St. Mary's, by opening directly 
into the Potomac. In Septeliiber last, acting under an order from your 
department, I seized the erltire contents of the office. About one-fourth of 
the mtbil was directed (under cover) to the Confederate States. I think, 
however, the postmaster is loyal citizen, but has been very negligent in hie 
duties. Not desiring to incur the hatred of the secession comnlunity in which 
he resided, he has allowed letters to be received a t  his office frorn the rebel 
States, addressed to well-known traitors, without reporting the same to the 
Prowl. anthorities. I think a chnnge should be made a t  this office nt once. 
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Saint 1nagoes.-This office is of but little importance ; but few letters 
received or mailed. I have heard no complaints against the postmaster here, 
hence I conclude he is.loya1. 

~ A x nthe very meager amount realized, I have found i t  exceedingly diffi- 
cult to find good, reliable, loyal men, who would accept the appointment of 
postmaster. Many who are competent mill not devote the necessary tima 
required to perform the duties of the office. I have, however, obtained the 
names and consent .of loyal citizens ml~o w 2  accept an appointment r ~ t  a 
number of the offices mentioned in this report, and, as soon as I can complete 
the list, I sl1a11 forward the same to your department. I consider it  a matter 
of the greatest importance to the Government, a t  this time, that our post- 
masters should be loyal find true to the Union, particularly when their office8 
can by any possibility be used in any manner as a medium to convey informa- 
tion to the Confederate States. To discontinue altogether our mail facilities 
in Lower Marylanil, at present tirne, mould result in a great inconvenience 
and injury to the few loyal people residing'in that section, as well as our 
military forces, which, a t  my snggestion, have been statiotied along the 
Potomac, to break up the contraband trade so successfully carried on during 
the past summer. 

I am, most respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) L. 0.BAKER. 
Special Agent P. 0.Depart., and Government Detective. 

A letter which was intercepted about this time will reveal 
tlie demoniac spirit of the rebellion, which, 1regret to know. 
exists still to an alarming extent in the conquered South :-

Naxnuror, Dscembsr 19,1862. 
Dr. HATLIXG:-

I expect to go from home soon, under another permit, to  h'anjemoy, and 
want to  make a good thing of it--better than before. What I say about the 
permit, is conficlential ; don't forget. 

I suppose you have heard but little of the truth of the little skirmish 
before Fredericksburg. Abolition, with Burnside at  its head, mas somewhat 
scorched. A t  least thirty thousand were made to bite the dust. The strangled 
newspapers on this side dare not tell half the truth. I have my information 
from officers and men who were on the"field, And in the battle. TIiey say the 
slaughter can never be described or %forgottenby those who saw it. They 
lay by thousands upon a single acre. The Southern blood was fully up; 
they rjpared nothing, but slew the cringing, cozoardly, wiglish Abolationistr 
with an unsparing hand. 

The Southern loss was comparatively small, i t  is thought not over fifteen 
hundred, though nothing can be definitely known, yet awhils, on the subject. 
It was doubtless the greatest slaughter ever made on this continent. But 
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uih it teach the fool3 at Washington wisdom? I hope so. Report reached 
here yesterday, that Burnside, Stanton, and Halleck have resigned. Lincoln, 
Seward, &c., ought to follow suit. And then commence and hang every 
Abolitionist and' Blaclf Republican, and the balance may have some peace 
The sooner this is done the better. 

friend, 
(Signed' 6). W.a. 



FRAUDS-DISLOY+LTY IR MARYLAND. 

The Freighted Traveler-Treason and Frauds overlooked in the Rising Storm of 
Rebellion-The Bankers-The Pretty Smuggler-Reliable Character of thr 
Detective Bureau-Disloyalty, and its Punishments in Lower Marybnd-The 
Friends of Hon. Montgomery Blair and the Quinine T r d c  - A Chunmk 
Telegrams. 

THEREwas about this time a rather marked illustration of 
a common means of transporting contraband goods acrofis the 
lines. The extent to which such methods of deception were 
resorted to by both men and women shows the stringency of 
the blockade at which the rebels sneered for a while, and the 
mania for speculation amid the horrors of war. 

I went to the wharf at Baltimore to watch the inovements 
of a suspicious passenger who had gone just before me to 
emba.rk. 

Re succeeded in passing the scrutiny of Provost-Marshal 
McPhail, and went on board the steamer bound South. I 
followed him, and became satisfied that I had tracked an old 
offender. I accordingly addressed him, when he denied any 
disloyal designs. His hat had a peculiar appearance-seemed 
heavier than it ought to be. Removing it, I saw that the 
interior was conical in form, the base fitting his head. I 
struck the top of the crown upon the rail of the boat, when 
a cloud of quinine dust rose in the air. The rogue stood 
disclosed ; and my first business was to secure his weapons 
of defense, if he had any. A pistol was found and se bed. 
This weapon and the knife are the universal means of pro- 
tection, and uqed in ways unknown to any but villains and 
their captors. On one occasion a man had his Deringc r in 
his panLiloons pocket, and with his hand was turning it to 
fire at me through his  pocket, when I sprang upon him and 
took it. . 

http:emba.rk
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The brief report, which mill give further particulam in 
Wilson's case, alludes to' the search for him in Maryland, 
where, to escape the detectives, he sprang from a window in 
the second story of a dwelling and got away :-

W M ~ ~ T O N ,D~ccmbar30, 1861. 
To the Honorable SEO~ETARY STATE:-OF 

DEAR SIR-On the morning of the 19th instant,, I arrested, on board the 
~t~eamer Upon search- Nary Washington,in Baltimore, one William Wilson. 
ing his person, I found concealed in his overcoat pocket o large druggist's 
jar, containing three ounces of quinine, a package of letters addressed to 
parties in Europe, and a number of photographs. I also found in Wilsoxi'a 
hat, very ingeniously concealed, twenty ounces of quinine. From reliable 
information received since the arrest, I am satisfied that Wilson is the 
notorious "Bill Wilson," of St; Mary's county, Maryland, and the ,individual 
for whose arrest the Government lately offered a large reward. Wilson had on 
his person British papers, showing that he had traveled in Europe ns an 
Englishman. 

He is now confined in Fort McHenry, awaiting the orders of the State 
Department. 

1consider him a very dangerous man to be at  large. 
Yours, very respectfully, 

L. 0.BAKER. 

The storm of civil war came so suddenly upon us, that how 
to meet i t  was the great, absorbing question. The Cabi'net, 
Congress, and the loyal masses a t  the North were intensely 
aroused to the need of men and money to beat back the anton on 
assault of treason upon our nationality. 

Consequeutly, scarcely a thought was given to the possibility 
of disloyalty and frauds at home. The eye'was fixed upon the 
dark horizon of Southern revolt; while within our own 
brighter one were plots and robberies of the public treasury, 
whose disclosure was as startling as it was sickening to every 
patriotic heart. 

An example of rebel perfidy aud disregard of oaths in the 
highest class of capitalists was discovered toward the close of 
1861. The house of J., Bros. & Co., bankers, in Baltimore, 
whose business previous to the rebellion mas principally with 
Southern banks, applied to the Hon. Simon Cameron for a 
permit to visit friends a t  the South. Mr. Cameron had known 
the members of this firm to be of the first respectability, and 
gave the desired pass. 



120 UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE. 

After this was used, another was obtained, until a large 
number had been obtained and had served well the purpose 
of the enterprising bankers. 

I received information that one of the firm was engaged 
in coiiveying large amounts back and forth in connection 
with the banking honse of P. M., Richmond ; and that thia 
means was resorted to for the transaction of business which 
months before had been pronounced contraband. 

I determined to detect the offenders in the act, and ex-
pose their disloyalty. 

Mr. J. was arrested at the Relay House, with his servant, 
and upon examination of his baggage a large amount of 
exclrange and rebel correspondence was found. 

When the pass taken from Mr. J. and all the facts were 
presented to Mr. Seward, he directed the seizure of the 
bank. It was decided to make a thorough examination of 
the vaults. The firm refusing to give u p  the keys of them, 
they were broken open, and revealed the shameful truth 
that the honse had been for months acting contrary to a well-
known order of the President prohibiting trade with the 
South. 

The next day I was directed by Mr. Seward to visit the 
War Department by eleven o'clock A. M. I repaired ac-
cordingly to his office, and was ushered into the presence of 
President Lincoln, Secretaries Seward and Cameron, and 
Thomas A. Scott, and requested to identify the passes issued 
to J. I cannot pretend to say how far Mr. Cameron was 
Imposed upon by his banking friends, or to what extent 
the disclosure subsequently influenced his course. Mr. J. 
was sent to Fort McHenry, and the bank remained for a 
long time closed. 

Not far removed in date of occurrence, anotlier form of 
fraudulent specnlation, of which an instance among tlie 
male traitors has been recorded in the experience of "Billy 
Wilson," presented itself under a new and very amusing 
aspect. 

I was standing on the steamboat wharf at the foot of Sev-
enth Street, Washington, with some of my assistants, when a 
pretty and tastefully dressed woman stepped from a carriage 
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and cast a restless, inquiring glance upon the miscellaneous 
crowd around lier. This little peculiarity attracted my at- 
tention. - For, not unfrequently, the clew to a crime and its 
perpetrator is given by such signals, of both which ~ n l y  a 
detective of some experience would observe. An anxious 
look, a passing expression of the face, a confused manner or 
answer to a question, becomes the key to unlock a great and 
dark mystery of wrong. 

I closely watched the fair traveler as slie walked upon 
the narrow, springy plank to the boat, and saw that the foot- 
bridge yielded to her step quite too muclr for lier natural 
~veigllt!. I mils satisfied, upor1 n nearer observation, tlrat 
under lier light onter dress there was a Ireavier gannent tlian 
anything in the usual contents of the fe~nule ~vardrobe. 

I politely accosted lrer in tlre saloon, and said : 
"Uadam, what have you concealed under your dress ?" 
"Notlling, sir," she slrarply replied, "tliat I llave not a 

rig11 t to carry. " 
"See here, my lady ; just step into that state-room, and 

relieve yourself of the contraband goods witlrout further 
ceremony or trolible." 

She disappeared, and a moruent later, from the partially 
opened door spitefully threw a skirt, in which mas quilted 
forly pounds of sewing silk, saying : . 

"I suppose you tliink that you are very smart." 
I CJuietly replied : ''Smart enough for you, madam ;" 

rolled up tlre valuable garment, and left lier to lier own 
reflections. 

In the introc7,nction to this volume, I said that it mas tlle 
aim, and to some extent a successful one, I think, to give to 

Detective Bureau a cliarscter second to no other part of the 
national service in reliability. No man, however successful 
in his particular work, mas allowed to remain in my employ- 
ment if found to be wanting in integrity. I quote one cape 
from several on this point. 

Mr. M., in accordance with the subjoined order, mas 
arrested and confined in the Old Capitol Prison : 

WISHIHOTON,&arch kb,1868 

t o  the Honorable P. H. WAT~ON,
Assistant Secretary of War: 

DEAB SIR-In colnpliance with vour order of the 8th, I terewith forward 
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report in the case of S. 11.N., a detective agent of the United States Govern. 
ment, charged by John Evans, John Bradsham, and others, captains of schoor.er3 
engaged on tlie Potomac, with having at suudr? times blacklnailed or extorted 
money illegally from them. 

1st. Nr. 8. M. M. is not, nor has Seen. a t  any time, in my employ. On 
or about t l ~ e  12th of January, 1862, Mr. M. was appointed by the Stato 
Department as a detective agent, and mas ordered to report tc, me. I imnle 
distely sent him to Alexandria, Virginia, for the purpose of watching all 
suspccted persons : giving hini no authority to  arrest or seize property of any 
description without first obtaining, througb me, the proper order from- the 
Stato Department. 

On the 10th instant, I applied to Mr. Allen, before and by whorn the 
affidavits forwarded to your department were acknowledged, and ascertained 
that the charges were t~ue,except as to date, and some other minor discrep- 
ancies, which do not in any manner alter the charges or affect the matter. So 
far ashMr. If. is concerned, I consider tlie charges made in the affidavits 
proved, and deeply regret that any officer with whom I have had any connec- 
tion should be guilty of such cdnduct, 

If any class of men in the employ of the Government a t  this time should 
be honest and trustworthy, it is its confide~ltial agents. 

I respectfully suggest that you order me officially to discharge Mr. S. M. M. 
immediatelv. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) I,. C. RAKER, 

Government Detective, War Department. 

Several weeks before the occurrences whicll will soon be 
narrated, information had been conveyed to the War De- 
partment, from Lower Maryland, of treasonable designs and 
operations of the people residing there. The loyal fern en 
tered their complaint in words which I shall quote :-

GREATMILLS P.0.. 
I' ST.M u r * a  Coarirr, Nonntbw 18,1661.t 

Ron. SIMOX CAMEROX, Secretary of War :-
DEARSIR-Being a layal citizen of Maryland, I regard it  an imperative 

duty to iliforlu the Government of some facts which I hope the Government 
may recognize. 

There is a set cf men here who have done, and are still doing, all in their 
bower to  aid the rebel army. They have used the most treasonable lar~gunge 
toward the Government; they have harbored, fed, and equipped, in every 
s tme of the word, a great many men, and then have conveyed them t o  Vir-
ginia. I also firmly believe they have arms buried in a churchyard, ready t,r 
use upon the Union people here, should the opportunity offer. These me1 
have done much against the Union cause here. A t  the recent election, thej 
tried to  have men vote who acknowledged they had been to Virginia to basl 
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arms against the Government, and did finally succeed in regard to some who 
had been to the rebels, in the face of all I could do. We polled many more 
votes than they anticipated, and they now threaten our lives and property, 
and say they will drive us from our homes. 

They organized a vigilance committee, and waited upon many Union men, 
and even forced one citizen to leave the county; this, sir, would be confirmed 
by all the Union men in the district. I shall take here the liberty to append 
the narnes of these men. As I have said before, if the chance offers itself, our 
lives and property are in danger. Since the election, their hatred has become 
b~tter, since they see the majority in the State for the Government. 

I now beg to say a few words in regard to the gentlemen who have been 
!elected by the disunionists to serve in the Legislature. They have publicly 
said they owe no allegiance to the Government, and they further say they are 
not citizens of the United States, and also say they had rather see the Govern- 
ment sink to hell, than to sec the Southern Confederacy lose the slightest 
victory. 

These, sir, are the men elected as our guardians in the two branches of the 
Legislature. We, the Union men of St. Mary's county, do solemnly protest 
against these men, and contend, as the t h e  and loyal citizens of Maryland, 
they do in no wise represent our views, and believe that these men mill 
not defend our rights, and redress our grievances in the both Houses. We, 
.sir, believe that a Camanche has as much right, and would as soon recognize 
one, as the men forced upon us by the rebels. We beg protection in our 
county, and in the Legislature, by the removal of these nien from our midst. 
They are still carrying a great many goods, and I believe some ammunition 
and arms to the rebels. 

Captain Gray, of one tlie cutters in the Potomac, I much fear will hare 
tronble by his gentlemanly conduct and courtesy toward the rebels here. I 
heard fro111 thein that they intended a pai.ty of theni, sufficient in number, to 
.go :~bonrd to dine or exchange courtesies, and seize the vessel and crew, and 
run them into Virginia. This is from these men whom I shall give the names 
of. We beg that these Inen may be taken out of our midst, and sent away 
from us. They threaten us in the most unmeasured terms. I beg to knou- if 
\ye are recognized, that T may appease the fears of our people here. Many of 
them are rn~lcli frightened, as the rebels are largely in the ascendency, and 
they threaten desolation. Take the men whose names I here append, and ,211 
will be well with us-as loyal people. 

Your obedient servant, 
J o n s  R. BISOOE, 

Great Mills P. O., 
' St. blarp's County, Maryland, 

t o  Hor.. Hraro~OAMRRON,Secretary of Tar.  

Those elected to the Legislature : for Senate, L. H.; House delegates, 13. Q.. 
Earris, Esq., J. F. D. ; Aiders and abettors: H. J. 0. and son, J. D. F. and son, 
B.K., B.H., 9r.F. S., Dr.A.L.,I .&, md.J.A.,E.H.J., S.E. ,M.H.,  
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F. C., 	 T. S., J. Q., Dr. A., TV. C. A., B. H., and in fact every rebel here, 
have done something to contribute to the rebel forces. 

Yours, 
J. B. 


The paper had this indorsement :-
Hon. WILLIAMH. SEWARD:-

Inclosed is a list of canctidates that I think are fair subjects for Fort 
Warren. 

THOMASA. SOOTT,Asst. Sec. of War. 

Before leaving Washington, I was directed by Mr. Sew- 
ard to exercise my own judgment and discretion as to the 
arrest of these persons, furnished with the following order :-

DEPARTMENTOF STATE 
WA~~INGTON.Nmcmbar 39:1861. 1 

To Brigadier-General DANIEL E. SIOKLEB,&c., &c., &c., or General H o o ~ g s  :-

GENERAL-The bearer of this is Mr. L. (3. Baker, a detective in the employ 
of this department, whom I have requested to look after some disIoyal per- 
sons in St. Mary's county, Marylanll. I.will thank you to render him anv 
assistance in the discharge of his duty that he may reqnire. 

I am, General, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

F. 	 W. SEWARD, 
Assistant Secretary. 

Further facts, in addition to those already in my posses- 
sion, determined nly action in this matter. 

I selected the names of eight persons to Se arrested: 
among them, one H., residing on l'atusent river, near its 
mouth, at a place called Millstone Landing. 

H., aside from his secession heresy, was a man of 
notoriously bad character, and the terror of his neighbor- 
hood. An old resident, he had become familiar with all the 
streams, bays, inlets, &c., of that region, including the Po- 
tomac and Patuxent rivers, and Chesapeake bay. The 
character of the man, aud this knowledge of the country, 
made him a fit tool, and valuable member of the band of 
blockade runners and spies, who resorted to his house as 
their place of rendezvous. 

For ten days before I was on his track, he had slept in the 
woods, from fear of being taken. 

As an evidence of rebel zeal, they had arranged a system 
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of signals, to give the alarm whenever a detective or Gov 
2rnment agent appeared in the vicinity. 

During the day, strips of white cotton cloth were careless- 
ly suspended from the windows of their residences, or from 
a tree or shrub, to give notice of the arrival. In the night, 
the signal was the blowing of tin horns. 

In view of these facts, and to accomplish the purpose of 
arresting the traitors, the greatest caution was necessary. 

I therefore divided my force of a hundred men into eight 
or ten parties, giving each officer tl minute description of the 
residence of the man to be arrested. Aware that the arrest 
of any one of the band before the others would immediately 
alarm them, these squads all left camp at the same time, with 
the understanding that, whether the arrests were made or 
not, the whole company should rendezvous at a certain 
point the next morning at eight o'clock. A more inclement 
and a wilder night I have rarely known. 

The streams were swollen by rains, and the darkness 
great, which tended to make the expedition very uncertain 
and uncomfortable. 

With the thirteen men who accompanied me, at two 
o'clock A. an., I sarrounded the house of H. On knock- 
ing at the door, I gained no response. Forcing my entrance 
into the house, I was confronted by H. with a loaded pisto' 
who desired to know my errand. I replied : 

"H., your home is surrounded, and I have come to 
take you prisoner. Give me that pistol." He did so reluct-
antly. 

Upon searching the house, I found six notorious blockade- 
runners in the upper story. Two were on their way to 
"Dixie" with mail, and four returning, and conveying letters 
~fmore or less importance North. 

Naturally enough, the company were greatly disconcerted. 
I put these under arrest, and, while searching outhouses, 

foulld the "intelligent contraband." Upon questioning him, I 
learned where a large number of pistols and sabers, which 
he had carled to their place of interment, on their way South, 
were buried. From him I also ascertained that a large 
square box, containing Sharp's rifles, was buried in rCathe 
Ec h r c h - v a r d  three d e s from the river. 
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Upon application to the Rev. Mr. -, pastor of the flock 
worshiping there, he treated my statements with ridicule, 
and refused to let me desecrate the "hallowed ground," pro- 
u~uncingthe act wailton sacrilege. He denounced the Gov- 
ernment for permitting it. 

I proceeded to the burial-place with the contraband, who 
pointed out the grave. When my men commenced throwing 
out the dirt, the priest approached, and with uplifted hand^ 
exclaimed : a Is  it possible that, in this enlightened age, men 
can be found who will willfully desecrate the resting-place 
of the dead !" 

I continued the work of exhuming the treasure until a 
new and large pine box was found and raised to the surface. 
It contained fifty-six Sharp's rifles, with fifty rounds of am-
munition each. 

My clerical friend exclaimed, with apparent surprise, c c  I 
wonder how those arms could have got there 1" 

It may be well to state here, that one of the fondest 
dreams of the people of Lower Maryland was, that at some 
future day the rebel army would cross the Potomac, and 
have on the nearer shore to Washington a base of operations 
against the capital. Therefore these people had long been 
secreting arms and ammunition, to be ready for this grand 
movement. 

My plan, which has been before referred to, but par- 
tjally succeeded, owing to the fact that the arrival of the 
military was known. 

Dr. S., a prominent rebel, had left his home on the first 
intimation of our approach. His house was visited the next 
day, but he was not at home. 

My squad were hungry, and asked for dinner. The 
women at once began to prepare it. Among the inviting 
dishes was a roasted opossum. We all ate heartily, and, 
besides paying liberally for the meal, me kindly thanked 
our fair hostess for the satisfactory repast. 

Upon reaching camp we were taken ill, and in a few 
hours three out of the five were in ,z dangerous coudition. 

A physician was called, who said : "These men have 
been poisoned. What have they been eating 2" 

No explanation could be then given ; but it was afterl 
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ward ascertained that the opossum had extra dressing for 
our special benefit. 

H., with seven of his companions, was confined in Fort 
Lafayette a year. 

The name mill again appear in  the record of a later period, 
In a light no more flattering. 

I learned about this time that persons connected with dis- 
tinguished politicians were engaged in suspicious business 
in JTTashington. The names were Mrs. T., Miss L.B. B., 
and M. B. B.? a Baptist minister. 

I also learned that Mrs. T. was the mother of Miss B., 
the sister-in-law of Ron. Montgomery Blair, Postmaster-
General, and that Mrs. 1'.and. her friends resided in Fau-
quier County, Virginia. The passes had been procured 
on the recommendation of Postinaster Blair, to give these 
persons the opportunity to get a few of the "necessaries 
of lif6." 

An espionage of the visitors disclosed a traffic in quinine 
of considerable extent. 

They had visited three drug stores, and purchased silr: 
hundred ounces. This was taken to tlie house of Mr. Gal- 
lagher, brother of Miss B. To ascertain in -what way the 
quinine was to be conveyed, resort was had again to the 
contraband. 

A negro servant at Mr. Gallagl~er's house soon reported 
that Miss B. was engaged in rnakmg a skirt formed of sec- 
tions, or long pockets, lined with rliled silk. 

The smugglers were so closely watched that every movu-
ment in the purchase mas known within half an hour after it 
occurred. 

I had decided not to arrest them until they were over our 
lines. After they left Washington, I called on the Hon. Mr. 
Blair, and told him the particulars in regard to his frienbs ; 
when and where the medicine was obtained ;the manufactare 
of the skirt for its transportation, $c. I further apprised hiw 
that they had that morning started for home. Mr. Blair lis- 
tened to my story, and then pleasantly r e a a ~ k c d :  " 
Baker, those persons are as loyal as yon ilnci I loaned 
them the money.') 

Then taking his bank book from his drawer, hf a42qd: 
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' L See ; I have just haa my note for five hundred dollars 
iiiscounteCi to helpVthese poor people." 

I replied : '' Mr. Blair, I cannot be mistaken about this." 
Exhibiting much impatience at my positiveness, he said : 

"Well, arrest them ; and if you find the quinine, put them 
in the Old Capitol." 

Three miles over the lines, I stopped the travelers, and 
informed Miss B. that I wanted to exanline the skirt. She 
immediately went into a farm-house, took off the garment, 
and threw it down indignantly, saying : "So this is the way 
yon treat Southern ladies." 

The whole party were then escorted to 
Miss B. and Mr. B. were lodged in the Ola Capitol 

pzison. Upon reporting the facts to the Secretary of War, 
he directed me turn the quinine over to the medical director, 
the horse and wago; to the quartermaster, and the groceries 
to the hospitals. 

The next morning the Ron. Montgomery Blair and 
Miss B. called, and demanded the restoration of the prop- 
erty. 

I informed them of its disposal. 
On the afternoon of that day, Mr. Blair came back with 

written order from Mr. Lincoln to deliver up the goods. 
I told him that this was impossible, for it had already 

been handed over to the ~overnment by authority of the 
Secretary of War. 

He then demanded my removal from office. 
Mr. Lincoln did not see that I had disobeyed any order, 

and. failed to appreciate his Postmaster's regard for iaw and 
his Southern friends. 

The parties were kept in prison several weeks, and then 
paroled. 

We add Mr. B.'s statement, made under oath :-

M. 13. B. makes the following statement :-
I was borc in Loudon Count,y, Virginia. Aged twenty-three years. Re-

side in Fauquier County, Virginia. On or about the 27th of October, 1862, 
Mrs. T., hor daughter (Miss L. B. B.), and myself, came to Washington city, 
in a buggy or carriage, which was owned by Mrs. T.-the horse belonged tu 
me. Mrs. T. also had in her ernplop a mag011 aud tearn, whicll, I believe, 
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were tbe property of the driver, and which were engaged by her to convey 
groceries to her home, for family use. 

bly- visit to Washington, at the time referred to, mas at the written 
request of Mrs. T., desiring me to accompany her to Washington. After 
making her purchases, she (Mrs. T.) obtained the necessary pusses for our 
return; we started for hon~e, and arrived in Alexandria, Virginia. The 
weather being rainy, Niss B. and myself commenced the preliminaries for 
taking medicines through the lines, on a speculation. After the agreement 
to do RO, T ordered some of the medicines in Alexandria, when our party 
(Mrs. T., Miss B., and myself) concluded to return to Washington, I). 0.; 
hut Mrs.T., to my knowledge, knew nothing of the contraband arrangement 
between Miss B. 'and myself. 

The purchases were all made by me, both in Alexandria and in Washing- 
ton. Miss U. and myself jointly expended about five hundred dollars in the 
enterprise. 

Miss B.'s arrangements for the conveyance were completed a t  Mr. Gal-
lagher's residence on Fifteenth Street; mine were completed in Alexandria. 
After taking every precaution for success, we started for home in the same 
conveyance that brought us, and the same parties, viz. :Mrs. T., Miss R., and 
myself. 

We proceeded homeward until stopped by the pickets, near Ohantilly, and 
were then taken to Centreville, Fairfax County, Virginia, where we were 
searched, and the contraband medicines found and taken from us. I had but 
two letters, which were taken from me when arrested--one was given me by 
Miss B. H. (who, I believe, boards en Four-and-a-Half Street), remarking at 
the time, that it  was from her mother to her sister; Mr. McV., of Alexandria, 
handed me the other, requesting me to send it to his father, remarking that 
there was nothing treasonable in it. 

I did not know of any letters on the person of Miss B., previous to  
our arrest. When arrested, Miss B. and myself regretted the cause 
thereof, as we imagined Postmaster-General Montgomery Blair might be 
censured for aiding and assisting us in obtaining passes, our actions, as 
detected, having the appearance of disloyalty. I t  is but justice to that gen- 
tleman to say, that he knew nothing of the matter btmeen Miss B. and 
myself. 

Besides the contraband medicines taken from me, I had two carpet-bags, 
which contained my clothing. I also hold a receipt from detective officer 
Lee, for "forty dollars in treasury notes, thirty dollnrs in Virginia State notes, 
wenty-four dollars in Confederate notes, and two dollars on broken bank," 
:gether with my horse, which was in the buggy when arrested. I believe 

811 these are in the possession o-f Mr. L. C.Baker, Provost-Marshal of the War 
Department, and, being my individual property, I respectfully ask their return 
on the disposal of my case. 

Having thus truthfully stated my case, and my lady ccitnpanion (Miss B.) 
having been discharged, I presume that justice and punishment should be 
hdnlinistered without partiality. I, therefore, respectfully ask my discharge 
from confinerneut on the same conditions and privileges as were conceded to 

9 
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Mise L.B. B., my companion in the unfortunate matter which caused my 
arrest and confinement. 

M.B. B. 

l?ersonally appeared before me, this eleventh d ~ yof December, A. D. 1862 

the above-named Marcus 13. B., and, being sworn according to law, de-

clares the above statement to be true. 


L. 0.TURNER, 
Judge-Advocate. 

Witness my hand and seai the day and year aforesaid. 

The telegraph lines were especially guarded after tlie mar 
commenced. Great failures in army movelnents were caused 
by tlie improper use of tlie telegraph. 

When battles were impending, guards and censors to  
watch it were sent by the Governmerlt to the offices, for two 
reasons : first, to prevent intelligence from reacliing the ene -
m y ;  secondlv, to keep it out of the hands of ~~nscrupulous 
persons, who mould use it for speculation. Two millions 
of dollars were made in Wall Street in an hour by a single 
telegram. The business of that money mnrlret was governed 
by the army movements. Various triclrs and expedients 
were resorted to for tlle conceallr~ent of the traflcic; in blood 
and gold. 

Very few exceptions, however, mere made to this general 
rule. The conlmnnding general, chief quartermaster, and 
a fern others, were permitted to send dispatches not subject 
to the usual censorship. A prolnirlent officer attaclled to 
headqnarters, who had spent his early life in Oregon, with 
the army, had become familiar with an Indian jargon called 
Chunook, introduced by cast-away sailors, seventy-five 
years ago. NO trade but that of whale-ships was then 
carried on along that coast. The sailors taught tlie Indians 
certain expressions, pretending them to be English, which 
rsmain in use among them. 

A prominent Oregon politician, then in Washington-a 
friend of the army officer befor0 referred to-had also learned 
this "Chunook." Presuming that the ltnomledge of this 
jargon was confined to tliemselves at the East, they had 
arrangecl a. system of telegrams, to speculate in golcl. 

December 12, 1862, after a temporary repulse of tlw Uniou 
Anny, I was sent for by tlie Secretary of IlVar, wllo snit1 : 



"Colonel, can yon tell me what this means 1" handing me a 
telegram, which I recognized at once as Chunoolc. The dis-
patch ~ v a ssigned "--, > 7 and sent to --

I replied : "Oregon India11 ,jiirgon." 
He ac'ltled : "TYllat is jhrgoi~ ? " 
I explained. 
IIc t1s1rt.d me to write out a translation of it. 
The Sec~~t~ tn ly  not seen1 fi~lly to appreciatedid my 

Icnowleilge of the Iangnage. 
He inquired if there were others who understood it. 
I replied : "Yes, several." 
Retaining the, telegram, he sent for Mr. D., clerk in the 

Department of the Interior, y h o  had also been in Oregon. 
He translated it substn~ltiallyas I had done. The Seo- 

retary, still incredulous, sent for General -, who is s 
fine linguist. 

He said: "Mr. Secretary, why, this is Hungarian:" a 
reply which was for some time a standing jpke at the gener-
al' s expense. 

The dispatches continued to arrive that and tlle next day. 
They mere altered, transposed, &c., then forwarded, to the 
great wonder and bewildernlent of the recipients. 

TTTe coly the original telegrams with the two translations, 
intilnating t11:lt the Cllunooli. systenl of telegraphing was rc-
jected by the Goverilment. 

The expressions, apparently so disconnected, had each a 
significance well lunderstood by the a r l y  speculators :-

N E ~ I K A  FREDEXICKBBURO.I8CUM 

Bin nesikn pooh cononnp okok sun cops hin lliav gnus. Wake hin tilicnln 

mameloos. Tomolloh tenns sun rlesika puck puck copa nlusket pe concaag 

pire ictas. Nahnitks clurins silcurn r-esike rnumeloos kata 1%-nke chaco ole 

nez. 


Where is S. Where IT. S. Corne here to-day. 3fy soldiers come ae you 

told me. Now tell rne, old N., suppose you want to see one big firing. All 

well, you make hnvte here now. News why mad, yes, to-morrow. 


Where is S. Tell H. S. to come here to-day. The soldiers corne ns pot 

told me. Now tell old N., suppose he wants to see one big firing, all right, 

make haste here. Tbev qiil he rnnd to-morrow 
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UNITEDSTATES T x m a a ~ n ,  W A B  DEPAETXXW~~ ~ I L ~ A E Y  
WASH~GTON,D. C., Becmber 12,1362 1 

Wake eiyah cultus mitlike nesika conoway okok sun nika tnmtum claska 
rebels puck puck nesika tomallsh ksgna pilitin divils klash nsnitch conowav 
sun tomallah klark siyum mikn. 

We have come to Fredencksburg. A great many we shoot all this day, 
with a great many big guns. A great many of your people are killed. To-
morrow morning we shoot with muskets and all fire-arms. Yes, probably 
half of us will be dead. Why don't yon come. 

We have come to Fredericksburg. We have killed a great many to-day, 
with big guns. A great many of their people are killed. To-morrow morn- 
ing we shoot.with muskets, and all kinds of fire-arms,. Probably half of ue 
will be dead. Why don't old N,come. 

It appears'to patriotic "outsiders" incredible that such a 
morbid spirit of specnlation could exist amid the tragedies 
of civil war ;but those who escaped the contamination in the 
arena of tempting opportunities were the select and incor 
rn~tiblefew at *whose head was Abraham Lincoln, 



C H A P T E R  V I I 1 .  

0EIiICIA.Z SERVICES AND EMBARRASSMENTS-NEW ORDER OF THINGIB 

The Bureac transferred to the War Department-Dr. H., and the Perilous Adventure 
of which he was the occasion-Report of the Case-Arrest of the Leader of a 
great aecret Southern Organization-Documen ts and Letters. 

DEPABTYENTOF STATE,

W~snmoron,Jebruory 15, 186%. 1 

SIR-Permit me to introduce Mr. L. C. Baker, wlio has been employed 
bq the State Department in the detective service, and who, so far as known, 
has discharged his duties in a nlanner entirely acceptable. l r  consequence 
of Executive Order No. 1, dated February 14, this department lins no further 
use of his services. He  is commended to your consideration as a capable and 
efficient officer. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

W. H. SEWARD. 

Ron. EDWIN 'bI. STANTON,Secretary of T a r .  


Some interesting adventures soon after followed. 
Dr. G. H. was from Leesburg, Va. ; graduated in the 

Medical College of Philadelphia, and became engaged, while 
attending lectures, to the daughter of a prominent citizen. 
and subsequently married her. 

Immediately after the rebellion broke out, he took sidea 
with the South, and became so obnoxious to the people of 
Germantown, by the declaration of his secession si;titiments, 
that a committee waited upon llim requesting him to leave, 
which he refused to do. This so esnsper'dted ? h ~ ,citizens, 
that they warned him to talie a peaceful fare~vel!.of the com- 
munity. He decided, at length, to go SocC11. Removing to 
Baltimore, with others of similar character, amvng them Cap-
tain Wardell, of the Shenandoah, he entered into tlio exciting 
but lucrative business of blockade-running. In  the selection 
of his associates, as will appear, he toolr one of l n y  detec-
tives, and gave the details of the plan, dates cf intended 
operations, and the lcind of goods to be sold. T l i ~  schooner 
cllartered by them mas the James Buchanan- n fitthg 
name, 
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Having learned all the facts, I provided a tug, and mas 
lying off Annapolis two days and nightjs, expecting every 
moment the appearance of the schooner; whose departure 
was delayed by a terrible snow-storm. 

And here I mas obliged to resort to one of the subter- 
fuges wllicli mere employed afterward so succassfully by 
my assistants. 

Putting on the old oily clothes of an engineer, and with 
an oil can in my hand, I went to t*he store wherp, the excur- 
sionists mere getting supplies. 

While there, I found the entire company engaged in the 
purchase. 

I mas in no hurry to leave the place, but managed to get 
close to one of the company who belonged to my force, and 
was admitted to the circle in disguise, trying, by nudging 
him and pulling his coat, to let him know who I was. It 
was all in vain : so complete was my transformatmion into a 
common and greasy en,' aineer. 

Captain Wardell aslred me on what boat I was engineer 
I said of a tug-boat. 

wardell, then turning to one of his companions, re- 
marked : "Why, here's a man who can tow us out." . Then 
again addressing me, be inquired : 

"What will you ask to tow a small schooner out' into 
the bay 2" 

I replied : " On moderate terms. If you are all ready, 
for ten dollars. Where is your schooner ?" 

''At the wharf." 
"Well, if you are ready in an hoar I'll do the job. My 

tug is at the end of the pier." 
I went on board and told my twelve assistants to go into 

a small cabin aft, and not to show themselves till signaled 
by me. 

Soon after the blockade-runners came down, stepped 
aboard the schooner, threw nle a '  line, bade adieu to their 
friends on shore, and we started down the bay. 

Their vessel.being small, with little room under the deck, 
they remained above. 

Six miles from Annapolis, where they could sail their 
vessel, they hailed me, and told me to cast off the line. 
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I invited them on the tug to take a glass of good cheer 
before leaving. They came on board, and, while gathered 
around the bottle, I gave the signal ; m y  men rushed up the 
hatchway. I told my guests who I mas, and that they were 
my prisoners. Among them mas one of my detectives, who, 
to be distinguished readily, more a red shirt and black belt. 
He had been three weeks with these blockade-runners. A 
little warlike demonstration mas soon quieted by the display 
of a carbine. I took them to Fort McHenry, in a snow-storm 
of great severity ; and, having let my subordinates return 
with the boat while I adjusted business details, found the 
malk of nearly three miles, in the night, no pleasure walk 
after the excitement and fatigue of the day. 

My report recounts the official course of events partially 
narrated :-

W a s ~ o r o n ,P h a r y  24,1862. 

To the Hon. E. M. STANTON,Secretary of War:-
DEAR SIR-Herewith please find rny report in the case of Dr. H. H., 

wrested at  Annapolis, on the 18th instant. The doctor ie a resident of 
Germantown, Pennsylvania. During the excitement last summer, the doctor 
made himself part.ic11larly obnoxious to the Union people in his vicinitj 
by his open denunciations of the Governtnent and his avowed sympathy 
with the so-called Confederate States; so distasteful had he become, at 
one time, that the police autllorities in Philudelplria were compelled to  
interfere to protect his person and property. Dr. H. was, until the last 
two years, a resident of Winchester, Virginia; h e  married the daughter 
of F. B., Esq., of Philadelphia (a good Union man and a worthy citizen). 
On or t ~ a n tthe first of the present month, the Doctor began making arranga- 
n~ents for going South, for the purpose of joining the Confederate army as a 
surgeon. He came on to Balti~nore, hfaryland, mingled freely with the 
secession element in that city. On the 10th instant, nn organization or party 
of rebels, in Baltimore (of which the Doctor was one), chartered the sloop 
James Buchanan to carry them to Virginia. 12eing advised of their intended 
movements, I chartered (by order of Major-General Dix) a steam tug, with a 
view to intercept them, i t  being understood that the party, consisting of 
t,hirteen persons, were to embark at Annapolis. The day fixed upon for their 
departure being very stormy, t l ~ e  sloop did not leave Baltimore. I, however. 
went to  Anuapolis on Tuesday last, and found the expedition retidy to sail 
llaring no boat a t  my disposal, I immediately arrested Dr. H. I searched 
his haggage, and found letters which settle the question as to his guilt 
and intentions to join the Confederates. A quantity of gold coin and 
0:nfedernte bank-bills were found in his possession, also pist,ols, rubber 
blankets, ready-made clothing, &c., k c .  The prisoner, with the letters, 
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pi-ipers: monev, and all other effects belonging to him, were turned over to 
General Dix, at Baltimore. The prisoner is now confined in Fort McHenry, 
subject to the disposal of your Department. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) L. 0.BAKEL 

Alexandria, notwithstanding its proximity to Washing. 
ton, became headquarters of secession councils. This state 
of things culminated, early in the struggle, in the death of 
Ellsworth. 

At Baltimore, while I was apparently in sympathy yith 
the rebels, I learned of a secret organization at Alexandria. 
It was formed ostensibly for the benefit of the families of 
both Enion and Confederate soldiers. This will account for 
the connection of Mr. Louis McKenzie with its proceedings. 
He became a member, unaware of its real character ; and 
when its disloyal spirit was apparent, he absented himself 
from the meetings of the society. The seizure of the records 
put me in possession of its entire history. There was "a 
wheel within a wheel" in this organized benevolence, de- 
signed to bring out all the sympathy available for the cause 
of treason. The Peel correspondence will be found es-
pecially rich in expressions' of feeling; while the rebel 
poetry, which graced one of the meetings of the association, 
presents very forcibly its ruling animus. In this report, 

-as in other narratives I shall quote, sometimes uninteresting 
details occur, because inseparable from the record :-

W ~ a m e m qMar& 4.1862. 

To the Eon. E. M.STANTON,Secretary of War:- 
SIR-I have the honor herewith to  transmit my report in the fo l lowl t~~  

cases, arrested at Alexandria by myself and assistants, February 26th and 
27th) 1862. Accompanying this report are two books-one containing the 
proceedings of a secret organization, or society, for the benefit of the families 
of soldiers now in the Confederate army, also the manufacture of uniforms, 
clothing, &c., which have from time to time been forwarded to the so-called 
Confederate States. This association was organized in June last, and, -as 
appears from the minutes of their proceedings, the Ladies' Relief Association, 
composed of the wives and daughters of its members, were admitted, in order, 
as i t  is alleged, to extend the usefnlness of their operations. 

Repeated complaints have been made to mo, during the past fall and 
w ~ ~ t e r ,concerning the meetings and treasonable transactions of this society. 



Vwrng to the high social standing and position of these traitors, nnd the ex- 
treme secrecy with which all their operations were carried on, I Connil it 
w ry  difficult to ascertain, with any degree of certainty, their p1:iees of meet-
ing, their number, or the names of the parties comprising the organization. 

During the past fonr months, large nu~nbers of cards were picked up in 
the streets and bur-rooms at Alexandria, on which R ere printed words and 
sentences, disconnected, which (since the arrests were made) I havo ascer- 
tained were intended as a notice to the rnembers of the society to  meet at a 
certain time and place. So dark and secret were all their proceedings, that 
i t  was with the utrnost difficulty, and after months of patient and constant 
surveillance, that this board of secret plotters against the Government were 
brought to light. 

The book containing the minutes of these meetings was found in the pos- 
session of Henry Peel, who, a t  tho time of the arrests, was secretary of the 
association. This book, fortnnately, contained the names of all the officers, 
mliich subsequently led to their arrest. The book marked "Dangerfield" 
was found in his (Dangerfield's) possession. It contains a statement of the 
object of the association, the names of its contributors, names of subscribers, 
amount subscribed, and how disbursed. 

There can be no question as to the real object of thie association. Let-
ters, papers, and memorandu~hs, found in possession of nearly all the partiee 
arrested, show most conclusively that these individuals were engaged in a 
treasonable conspiracy to levy war against the United States Government, 
and all have refused to take the oath of allegiance. Much of the proof on 
which I rely to convict, under the act of 1861, is verbal conrersations with 
and between these rebels, which have been overheard by many of the most 
reliable citizens of Alexandria, and, I am satisfied, will convince any jury in 
the land of their guilt. 

On or about the 4th of March, 1861, Mr. Louis McKenzie (now Mayor of 
Alexandria) was called upon for couaultation with J. B. Dangerfield, W.F. 4 

Booth, TV. H. Taylor, W. H. 'Marburg, General Johnston (now in the Con- 
federate army), James Green, aud J. W.Burke, for the purpose of devising 
some plan for the seizure of Washington, the seizure of steamers running on 
the Potomac, and destroying the buoys marking the channel up the Potomac. 
They also gave information and personally assisted in the seizure of the 
steamer Paige, now in possession of the Oonfederates. All the, facts causing 
this n~eeting can be proved by a number of reliable witnesses now residing in 
Alexandria. All the above-named parties (except the rebel General John- 
ston) are now confined a t  the Old Capitol prison. 

Owing to  the recent arrests, and seizure of contraband correspondence, 
but few letters directly implicating the parties were found. 

HENRY PEEL 

The following letter mas written to Henry Peelby his brother now in Rich 
mond :-
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Y.ICU~OND,A'vaember 80,118C1. 

MPDEARBROTIIER-Yo11 can not imagine t l ~ c  source of pleasnre pour letter 
gave us. I t  was the first line I had received from Alexantlria since I left. 
The letter you wrote me in anstt7er to mine I hare never received, but hope it 
may come along in time. Since I came to Riclimond I have been busily engaged 
selling off the goods I shipped to the country, and have been operating in 
ot lrer al.ticles out of my nsud line, and have succeeded very well so far. The 
truth is, almost anything you could buy can be sold at a profit and for cash. 
Money is Illore abundant than I ever knew in all my business life. Richlnond 
.is the center of trade; i t  is the point from which the artny draw lnost of their 
cupplies. The supplies are abundant and coming in from every quarter. The 
noble sons of the South have just laid down their all upon the altar of patriot- 
ism, deterlnini~ig to maintain their rights against such a nation of Yankee 
myrmidous, as are in fact the Northern States. Wlien the South determined 
to separate from so vile a comniutiity,,they hare to confess that they did not 
knom that they mere so rriuclr like land pirates as they have sl~otrti themselres 
to  be in their effort to crusll tile Soritllern people. Of all civilized nations 
known, a more brutal, des1)ic:il)le crushde against the South is not recorded. 
They (the South) now fully know with ~~*holn  they are dealing, and will act 
accordingly--an eye for an eye-and all prepare to meet them any and every- 
where. Whenever a contest has taken place, the Southern soldiers have prcven 
successfxl. This is true; their papers to tlie contrary. The wliole purpose ie 
to  deceive the people, :tnd their papers are under such sur\.cillance that they 
can not dare to  give any otller report. T l ~ e:tctnnl loss in tile 1,eesl)arg tight, 
say prisoners, killed, wonnded, clro~vncd, ant1 ~~iissing, was thirty-three hnn. 
clred. Tour papers state no such result. Every few dtlys a lilrge batch of 
prisoners are broilgh t 1ier.e. Yesterday, trt7enty-tlr ree cavalry were brought 
down; tlieir horses and all captured. Sent off two hundred and fifty to 
Alabama on Wednesday; about fifteen l~undred still remain here. If they 
attempt to hang those taken as privateers, tlieir rank mill be hung here. 
Already lots have been drawn, and each unhappy man is confined in the cell 
for criminals prepared for the condemned. I n  no way can the Nortil get 
ahead of the South. Plenty of stout hearts, abundance of provisions, full 
supply of ammunition, army well equipped. The finest long-range rifle cannon 
and columbiad, that strikes terror whenever fired. The whole South, with a 
united voice and solemn resolve, have willed to be free from the North or 
perish in the effort. All feel hopeful and sanguine of success, willing to  en- 
dure any and all privations, even to life itself. If the North could only know 
how vain their efforts to conquer the South, or subdue the rebels, ;hey would 
give i t  up. If they do knom the fact, their acts are only to  damage tho 
South, to gratify an intense hatred for losing so good a custolner as the South 
has been; but in carrying on the war, every blow they give strikes back with 
rodonbled force, in loss of life and building up n debt which they will never 
see paid. As for the Union must be preserved, it is all a farce; the old Union 
is broken, never again to be united. This is a fixed fact. Every d3y the 
tlocknrle lasts only tends to make the South more independent of tho North, 



M every variety of ~tiant~fwtnre .JIIS~ a fewis sprincinr I I ~ .  think of it: 

mo~l t l~s 
since tliere \\.as no Government whatever here; now it is fully organ- 
ized, and erery department is in successfr~l operation. A large army has been 
organized and well sustained, and can whip three tirnes their weight in 
Yankee flesh or foreigners either. The crops have been abundant, money is 
plefififul, and confidence between lniln and Inan, a11 standing shoulder to 
ohonlder, determined to undergo extermination before subjugation. The 
wornen and children uniting in the one cornlnon effort, besides the slaves all 
at horne laboring to sustain our army with provisions to repel the common 
foe against us. To conquer such a peojde, relying upon the God of battles 
to sustain them, is sinlply ritliculons. In  all ollr struggles, tlie hand of the 

/ ~ l r n i ~ h t ~is plainly visible ; for our many sins we ll~ny be scourged and have 
to suffer much, but putting our trust in Eitn, though many be slain, yet I le  in- 
tends all for our good. I t  is a source of no little gratification to feel that God 
is with us in this struggle, and to expect some reverses is natural enough, but 
the result is only a question of time : tlie longer we are persecuted, the greater 
loss of life and money the North will sustain, and accomplish nothing at last. 
In one thing the Yankees have been mistaken : that was, to incite the negroes 
to  insurrection; but be i t  said to their advantage mlien the struggle is over, 
that where one black face with a true heart has turned against us, ten whita 
faces with black and false hearts have done so: and I regret so many in 
Alexandria are of that class, but most of foreign-born or Yankees, mlio never 
3ad any sympathy with the institut~ous of the South. Amidst all the horrors 
of the war, Richmond is increasing in population and realizing great and un 
paralleled prosperity. Nearly every branch of business is a success. Manil-
factories are doing well. We have a very large number of Alcxnnilrinns here, 
and most of them ]lave profitable ernploytnent. John 3fcC..J .  i u  here in office 
at one tliousand dollars salary; Wells A. Lockwood is in a bank at one thou- 
sand dollars snlary. I could extend tlre list of friends here. Mr. E. R.Witmer 
and cl~ild arrived safely; all of them will keep house together. Toll H. P. 
1 received a letter from his partner, S., and lie sent me a letter for H., wliicll 
1 mill forward with this, hoping i t  may reach him, as I trust all our. letters, 
safely. As you all have both piano and melodeon, me would like for Lu. to  
eenil round and get F.'s piano and melodeon and take care of it  for me, using 
both as rnucll as they please. I f .  not inconvenient, we would like them to 
send and get them. I have never heard one word frorn Mr. 13. since I left. 
I hope he will be able to get along without trouble and meet wit11 no reverses, 
I t  is a sad state of things that friends should t21us be separated, and for no  
f a d t  of ours, the fanlt being at tile door of demagogues and politicians. Awful 
will be the account to settle a t  the Day of Judgment for so much cruelty wan- 
tonly inflicted upon innocent men, women, and children. Surely tlieir cup is 
fast flling up, and vengeance will overtake them. We have been disappointed 
in sending this as I expected, but now have a chance in a day or two. Our 
General Assenibly met in Augusta, Georgia, last Wednesday, to organize 
anew for the South. They expect to  get along without large boards to mart 
q e t l~eir  affair.u-nly small corurnitke responvible to the Assembly. Theresa 
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goes over to Petersburg next Thursday, to spend a week or so. Our Congresa 
and Legislature are in session. Tlle State Convention has adjourned. We 
bare seen 1,incoln1s message-a poor thing. Ho\v vastly he is nlivtakerl about 
Tennessee and Nortl; Cerolintl. He will find both Kentucky and Xissouri 
going \vitli tlie South. He may well recolntnend the fortifying of Nortllern 
cities, fearing Ellropean intervention or aid froin tllut quarter. It  is nll for 
PO purpose tliis detestable lanil-pirate war is carried on; they never can con- 
quer the Sonth We are getting stronger every 4ay. Men enlisting and 
itnl!lelnents of warfare inorensirig weekly. Some new engines of warfare h:lvt: 
been inveiltecl tliut \\*ill be tiveil in the next battle, that wilI carry de :~ t l~  t1114 
destruction to :my ;u.~ny colni~ig in contact wit11 it. Of this I can not spenk 
fnrther; but o111y an opportnriity otkr  to use them, and they will rue tho clay 
they ever tlionglit. of sn1)jugating a free and enligl~tenecl people. We till  

unite in nffcctiorinte love to you rrll, praying a merciful Providence may w:itcll 
over and keep you. 

I an ,  affectionately, your br ?ther, S. 

I t  mill R I J V I ~ Sbe ill1 llistoriciil fact, over which the'loyal 
heart will sadly ~vonder, that, while the cause of treason was 
rarely bet1.ayt.d by its professed friends, the most threaten- 
ing danger at the North was the treachery of those who lived 
under and and even Ilnrrahed for the o!d flag. 

No future historian of the civil war mill probably ever 
attempt, nor mill the records of the quarterm.isters' de-
partment ever shsw the vast amount of public stores and 
other property tyvantonly abandoned 'and destroyed by its 
faithless servants. 

All over the boundless arehg of conflict were scattered 
the best materiel of mar-its most abundant supplies-in 
frabments and decaying masses ; a spectacle not beheld, and 
therefore unappreciated, by the people at home. 

'It is, however, no new thing under tlie sun, and peculiar 
to no party in power. 

The Mexica.n war was, perhaps, never surpassed in this 
aspect of national conflicts. The speculations mere so re. 
mote from the great commercial centers of the country, the 
people knew but little of the 'manifold and lawless specula- 
tions. 

The late war offered opportunities of every possible sort 
for unprincipled trffic; some of them lawful, and many 
more unmitigated robbery. "Uncle Sam " was the victim 
of this sharp practice, and therefore it flourished with the 
air of respectability and comparative impunity. 
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In one instance, a tel~graph operator retained important 
official intLss;lgrs, i ~ ~ l d  even chai-ged for Government dis- 
patches. Death itself iiss no barrier to the mercenary trade. 
The embalnliny of the dead, and the transportation of the 
bodies to friends at s distance, wdre occasions for unblush-a 
ing extortion. 

As we have suggested, the atmospllere of imr is petrify- 
ing to the 1nor;ll sensibilities of men who yield to its de-
moralizing influence, and they will do deeds in the presence 
of death, and with their own threatened every moment, 
which, in the purer, calmer air of tlieir domestic and social 
lif'e, monld be utterly repulsive and unthought of by tllcm 

CLERKSand employees of the Government, whose business 
it mas to make returns of the amount of forage and supplies 
received from the contractors, it mas found were bribed by 
the latter to make ft~lse entries, and thus increase the weight 
frandulently, to a greater or less figure. My investigation 
of the transactions disclosed the astounding fact that these 
enlployees had increased tlie amount of snpplies furnished by 
sixteen contr:lctors to the nmonnt in money of over two hun- 
dred thousand dollars ;~vliich,in compliince wit11 m y  sugges-
tion, was deducted from the sum to be paid the contractors, 
on their fi~ltll settlement vi th the Government. 

All means mere resorted to, by men who attracted the 
notice of tlie bnrenu, to escape arrest. Wlien bribery and 
coaxing failed, thretrts mere used, to secure their immunity 
from merited exposure and punisllment. I mas not unfre- 
quently cautioned by n member of the Cabinet, against ex  
posure to personal violence and. even asstissination. The 
letter copied below refers to a communication of nn attorney. 
A German, named Volk, who had in liis possession a large 
number of horses, nearly all of whicll belonged to the Gov- 
ernment, was arrested, and the horses taken from him. As 
usual in similar cases, Volk employed an attorney. After a 
full and patient hearing of the case, I returned to Volk nine 
of the horses, which could not be proved to belong to tlie 
Government. The attorney, after exhausting legal argument 
to get the rest of. the animals, wrote it letter, in which he in- 
timated that he had possession of certain papers reflecting 
unfavorably upon my private and official character, and that 
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their presentation to the President mould make my immediate 
dismissal from the service certain. But, if I would recom- 
mend the Quartermaster-General to restore the horses, and 
appoint a friend of his on my police force, he would forward 
me the papers, and spare me the disgraceful exposure by 
Mr. Lincoln. In reply, I wrote as follows :- . 

Orrrom: Fkovosr-NAB~~ALR A B  DRPARTYEHT, 
WA~EXNGTOA,Dcc~rnddc15.1862. 

To F. B., Attorney and Counselor at  Law, 
Washington, D. (3. :-

SIR-your note of this date is received. Previous to my giving you any 
order for the payment of the nine horses, I took much pains in investigating 
the case, and'satisfied myself that Volk was entitled t,o the pay for the said 
nine horses, and no more. I have, as yet, seen co proof or facts that mollld 
warrant me in recommendiug the Quartermaster's Department to pay for 
any more horses on Volk's acconnt. 

I f  you can produce any satisfactory proof that any person or persons in 
my employ extorted Inone7 from Volk, I will not only cause the amount to 
be refunded, but will immediately discharge and arrest such person or  per- 
sons. In relation to  certain papers you refer to, which you say you will fur- 
nish me with, that might be used greatiy to my annoyance, I beg leave to 
reply, that I am not in the market as a purcllaser of any such documents. 

Tile parties you speak of as being on my track, and whom you say you 
will exercise your skill to keep off, I have no fears of; therefore you are at 
ribs1ty (so far as I am concerned) to  let them loose as soon as you may think 
proper. 

In the latter part of 1862, I mas sent for by Mr. Lincoln 
to make ,ke n investigation resprcting the brutal treatment of 
slaves in Lower Maryland. This whole section had been 
visited by  the Union troops, and, as a natural consequence, 
the slaves mere escaping. There seemed to be something so 
fascinating to the ignorant bondmen, that they would follow 
them, as if charmed by the glittering bhyonet and blue 
uniform; which never failed to amaken a strange longing for 
liberty. It is not military ambition, but  an inspiration, 
which seizcs them. They are ready to fall in and keep step 
to the martial airs of freedom. 

An illustration of the interesting peculiarity of the race 
came under my observation during one of the well-known 
raids by General Kurtz, from S~iEolk, on the Weldon rail- 
road. The First District Cavalry, a regiment I had raised, 
and of which further mention will be made, was divided 
into front and rear gnard. The aavence of the forces w:~s 
the first appearance of Ul~ioutroops alnollg these t it.11t 
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"servanfs" of the region. To be informed that we were 
"Yankees," was enough, without the slightest hint of our 
plans or de~tination, to stir the most stupid toiler like a 
tiurnpet-call. The hoe was dropped, the plow and cart 
abandoned. Even the women, moved by the same wild 
impulse, deserted their cabins, and all together rushed to 
the rear of the army, and stepped to the music of the march 
for days, and sometimes for weeks. They dreaded more 
than death the return to their owners, or recapture by them. 

When it became necessary to leave several hundred at 
Reams's Station, in our hurried movement backward, they 
lingered aboat instead of going forward, and their frantic 
agony was l~eelrrt-rending. 

A very cruel instance of the welcome given to a recap 
tured slave, occurs to me in this connection. One Carpenter, 
a notorious secessionist, was a ruffian and a terror to all 
Union men. 3 o frighten the slaves, and prevent them from 
running away, he tied a captured man to a tree, in :I nude 
condition, whipped him ~vith a board ti1 exhausted, then 
set his slttves t ~ t  worlr. TVher, this mt~ster and fiend was 
rested, lie retnrned to the beating, until death closed the 
scene. There was n formal arrest, bnt the ma,jority of his 
"fellow-citizens" were in sympatl~y wit11 him, and he was 
soon at liberty. Subsequently, however, he mas arrested 
for treason, and confined in the Old Capitol prison. 

It is a matter of history, that at this period of the National 
struggle for existence, the cause of the war was ignored by 
the North. Not so with the South ; there, the ('corner-
stone" was brought forth to the world's admiring view, and 
the flag of treason waved proudly over it. There was then 
some excuse for England's sneer at our unbroken loyalty to 
the South in her defense of the aristocratic claim of superi- 
ority over all other American races. 

I have never had the honor of being called a reformer, 
or an "aabolitionist," but I do not deny that my sense of 
justice, and my sympathies, have been with the injured 
aud oppressed, irrespective of color, or position in society. 
I have, therefore, during the entire period my bureau llas 
served the loyal cause, unhesitatingly given the whole 
power of the department to the protection of the defense- 

10 
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less negro, whenever he was the victim of prejudice or 
passion. 

In  common with thousmds who were brought to face 
the practical effect of the slave system during the war, I 
have seen the soul of tyranny in it, whose lust of power 
spared not the blood-bought Union, but longed to crack 
the whip over the hated "Yankee." 

Necessarily ''behind the scenes," I saw the demon dis-
guised by the bland expression of the "chivalry," and 
learned that the "kind, Christian masters" were so in spite 
of the system which they sustained-they were naturally 
magnanimous men, or governed by genuine religious prin- 
ciple, modified by a wrong education to the approval of 
gigantic wrong. 

I could fill pages with the narratives of fiendish scorn 
of the "nigger," while he was docile and unresisting aa 
the lamb led to the slaughter. Nor has the spirit of the 
peculiar institution died with the formal existence of slavery 
and the defeat of its sworn friends-a fact the colixltry may 
realize when the retributive storm evoked by tlie conntless 
mounds of starved. prisoners of the loyal North, and the 
nameless graves of the murdered bondmen, shall again, 
though in a new aspect, bewilder with darkest fears our 
wisest statesmen. 

Pairfax Court-House was for two years within our lines, 
and occupied as an outpost by our army. Here lived a 
citizen by the name of F., with whom boarded several of 
the staff' officers. His daugliter, Miss F., mas a young 
and decidedly good-looking woman, with pleasing, insinua- 
ting manners. She discoursed fluently, and with enthu- 
siasm, of the Union cause, impressing her admiring guests 
with her loyalty and intelligence. Meanwhile, she carried 
her commission as a rebel spy. This document, in its original 
form, was found through the confidence reposed by Miss 
F. in a female subordinate in my bureau, who played the 
part of a Southern lady going to her friends. Miss F. opened 
her heart to the young adventurer, and also lier bed, in which, 
between the mattress and its netliclr companion, mas con-
cealed the prized and useful paper. It was found there 
when the fair spy was arrested by my order. 



The public have not forgotten t.lle capture of General 
Stoughton and staff, at Fairfax Court-House, by Moseby, 
which drew from Mr. Lincoln .the remark, wlren he was 
told that a hundred horses were captured with the officer: 
"Well, I am sorry for that-for I can make brigadier-gen- 
erals, but can't make horses;" 

It turned out that Miss F. was accustomed to go out 
at night and meet Moseby, the famous guerrilla, and im-
part whatever information might be of service to the enemy. 
Indeed, one day she was invited by a staff officer to take a 
horseback ride into the country, and met Moseby, whom she 
introduced to her escort under an assumed name, and passed 
along, with loyal words upon her traitorous lips. 



-
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C H A P T E R  I X .  

TBE BUREAU IN CANADA-IN TEE ARMY. 

Tricks of False Correspondence-Mr. Delisle and the "Secret Secession Legation * 

T ~ Eoperations of the bureau were embarrassed unavoida- 
bly by the transmission of false intelligence through unrelia- 
ble persons for mercenary ends, of the gravest importance to 
this or some other department of the Government. Bogus 
correspondence was sometimes thrown into m y  hands to mis- 
lead me, and secure to the writers some personal advantages. 

For illustration : Early in 1863, a man, who signed lljm- 
self "C. M. Delisle," wrote to the State Department, ex-
pressing an earnest desire to forward important information, 
dating from Prescott, Canada East, but post-marlred at Og 
densburg, New York. Delisle claimed to be the agent of 
the '' Secret Secession Legation, Canada," through tvllose 
,hands passed all the correspondence between the province 
and Richmond. The letter below is from this gentleman :-

OQDENSBUBG,&fay4, Ism. 

To the Hocorable W. H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, Was11ingtun:- 

SIR-Certain facts having of late come to my knowledge, of the existence 
of a secret Southern society, the ot),ject of which is most detrimental to the 
Federal Government of the United States; and although a British subject, 
and residing in the States but for a few montlis, I deem i t  my duty to inform 
you of the fact. Having myself been engaged, in 1837 and '38, in .quelling 
the Canadian rebellion, when I had the honor of holding a cc~ll~missionin a 
British troop of cavalry, besides liaving since held several com~nissions and 
al>gointments under the Canadian Governnient, I can uliderstand the very great 
injury caused by i t  to  a well-constituted Government as. pours. IIowever, I 
am one of those who are strongly in favor of the Union, and would consider 
i t  a very great nlisfortulle if such a promising republic shoultl ever be broken 
up. Being unwilling that it should be known tllnt I Ilnve ncltlressed yon or1 
this subject, I trust that the confidence reposed by me i n  you wi l l  1 , ~stl-ictiy 
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private and confidential; and should yorlr Govern~~ient think proper to  fur- 
nish me the means of going to Washington, I shall then be most happy to 
oubstantiate my assertions by undeniable evidence. Had I had the means n t  
my disposal, I should certainly have lost no time in seeing you personally. 
As to my charact,er, i t  is beyond censure, and wit11 regard tc xny fan~ily mn-
nectionu, they are of the highest standing in Canada, where I was boru and 
brought up. As it  rnigllt occur to you that '  this is a ruse to obtain money, I 
can assure you that i t  is not so; and I am confident that when I shall have 
made yon acquainted with the whole of the facts connected with my infor- 
mation, i t  will put you in a position to  discover and reap invaluable informa- 
tion for the good of your Government. I may also state that I shall have no 
objections in offering my services in bringing the whole thing to light, as som* 
one would have to be employed by you on the frontiers and in Canada, every 
inch of which is most familiar to me. 

I have the honor to  be, sir, your obedient, &a., 
0.M. DELIBLE. 

Four or five letters more, of a similar character, were' for- 
warded to me by Mr. Seward, with tlie indorsement that 
he believed much valuable information could be procured 
froin Delisle respecting persons in connection with whom he 
professed to be acquainted. 

Accordingly I met him, when he unfolded to me' one of 
the grandest and most skillfillly arranged plans ever devised, 
the great importance of which had rendered it necessary 
that an organization should be formed, with tile sounding 
title already quoted, wliose secretary was "IVm. Sibbald." 
So completely had these villains made out their programme, 
the single- object of which mas to obtain large sums of 
money, that it was wit11 much difficulty that their plot was 
finally discovered. The letters which follow were well cal- 
culated to deceive the most vigilant servants of tlie Govern- 
ment :-

MONTBEAL,April 27, 1S63. 

SIB-The president of the "Secret Secession Legation in Canaclq" being 
desirous to  appoint an agent on the border of the United States and Canada 
for the purpose of facilitating the conveyance of the secret mails, &c., from 
Riclunond, Va., to  Europe via Canada, and your name having been transmit- 
ted to him by a friend of yours in the United States, as a person in wllonl all 
confidence can be placed, for your intelligence, integrity, and forbearanre, I 
therefore, sir, beg, st his request, to make you the follon7ing offer, for your 
acceptance or refusal, viz. :-

First. T'lat you will consent to become "Secret Agent" in the United 
states for the above Legation. 
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Second. That you will endeavor, by secret means, to forward in package4 
FJO made up and of such size as to  avoid detection at  the hands of the United 
States Government, all the letters, kc., delivered to you monthly by persons 
from Richmond, Va., and who tvill have been previously instructed in New 
York of the nature of their mission toward you. 

You will also give them any information they may require to make a 
rilent and secret entrance in Canada, by indicating to them the roads by 
which the crossing of the boundary lines chn be more easily effected ticd with 
less danger. 

I t  will also be your duty to deliver to them, on their making themselves 
known to you by means of countersigns, which in all cases will be given to 
you in time by the Legation in Canada, any letters, papers, money, &c., tllnt 
will have been secretly given to you for them, either from here or from other 
secret agents serving in Canada or the United States. 

Also, that you will tind means to carefully conceal any documents, kc., 
from the vigilance of the United States Government police, till such docu- 
ments, kc., are safely delivered into the hands of the ." emissary" it  may 
please our worthy Praident, bl.T. Jeferson Davis, to send to us. 

Third. That you will be willing and ready to move from one place to the 
other, a t  six hours' notice from the Legation here, a t  any time the said Lega- 
tidn may order snch a move, and everyurhere act as secret agent to  them, 
seeking and gathering any information they may require, and then faithfully 
transmitting the same to the President here. 

Should this offer meet your approbation, your remuneration will be as 
follows, viz.: two dollars and fifty cents for every letter, paper, &c., not 
bearing an oficial stamp; ten dollars for any doculnent, letter, paper, kc., 
bearing our official Government stamp, and which in both cases you will 
~ucceedin forwarding safely to the Legation in Canada. 

On the other hand, should you be ordered to more from one city to  
another, twenty-five cents per mile will be allowed you on journeys per- 
formed by rail or by boat; nnd fifty cents per mile for distances crossed in 
vehicles drawn by horses-all payments to be made to you in gold. In  con- 
clusion, I hope, sir, that the confidence the President of the Legation here 
has placed in yon, based upon the recommgndation of your recommender, 
will never be betrayed, and the strictest secrecy will be kept by you, should 
you accept or reject this proposition. 

Awaiting your early reply, which, sir, please address to Fm.Sibbold, aim 
ply, QeneraZ Post, diontreal, 

1 remain, sir, your most obedjent servant, 
WM.SIBBALD, 

Secretary to the Secret Secession Legation, Canada 
To a.M. DELIBLE,Esq., Ogdensburg, New York. 

MOITXEAL,Hay 1,1868, 
SIR-I beg to acknowledge the recelpt of your answer to my com~uniar -  

tion of the 27th ultimo, and I avail myself of this opportunity to tender you 
the thanks of our President. 
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I am aware that the Agency, should you accept it, might become 5 littlo 
annoying in case of detection; but no such accidant can l~nppen, if secrecy 
be your course of conduct, and much will depend upon yourself whether the 
police agents of ;he United States seize the dispatches. 

The character your benefactor in the United States, who has desired us to 
auppress his name; has given yon, has induced us to  broach such a subject t o  
you. Sllfice to say, tLat his motive is one prompted by the personal esteem 
he entertains for you, and also to have the felicity of withdrawing you from 
your present ern barrassibg position. 

The post cannot of course be one except of great lucrativeness, as the 
arrangements made here nre very complete, nnd on a large scale, although 
rtrictly ignored by any stranger to the "Legution." 

To state positivelp.mhat you might derive monthly from the agency, is a 
mere impossibility, as no one here is aware of the number of packages the 
'bemiasary" may be able to convey: but you can rest assured that a very 
!arge income must unnvoiclnbly be drawn from it. 

The letters and official dispatches will be in all cases written upon the 
thinnest paper manufactured, ti make concenlrnent easier, and in many cases 
will be mere press copies. . 

Your remuneration will be p:rid you by the "emissary" himself, on at,. 

Iivery of the documents, by draft on New York, to an amount equal to gold, 
or, if more convenient and suited to  you, in specie. 

When ordered to move, sufficient money will be sent you from here, with 
the orders to  take you, all expenses paid, to  any place chosen and back to  
Ogdensburg, as the latter place will be your hetldqnarters, except you think 
another spot would facilitate the entrance of mails in Canada: this point, 
however, is entirely left to your suggestion. 

The President, in thanking you, wishes me to say that he is well pleased 
with the character he has of you, and that no person is better suited thau 
you for the fulfillment of his object; and that, from your honesty, genteel and 
gentlemanlike bearing, you will manage to initiate yourself into the Ameri- 
can agents' favors, and acquire from them valuable information regarding 
the "lookout parties" on the frontier and outlets around Richmond. 

I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. SIBBALD, 

Secretary to the Secret Secession Legation in Canhda 
TOC.M.DELISLE,Esq., Ogdensburg, New York. 

I will be glad to hear your answer on receipt of this, whether the proposi- 
tion is accepted or rejected. 

No pains mere spared by these conspirators to impress 
the officers of the Government with the realit,y of their lying 
scheme to rob its Treasury. In  harmony with this cool pur- 
pose and policy, communicatio~~s were forwarded to individu-
als anticipating that they mould ultimately reach my hands. 
(In this point I sllall qnote certain correspondence with 



152 UNITED STATES SECRET S'ERVICE, 

Captain H. B. Todd, provost-marshal of the District of 
Columbia :-

HEADQUARTERS OFF'IOE,PROVOBT-MARSI~AL'B 
W~eurno~oxv.43.C., Nay PO. 1 8 P  1

Colonel L. 0.BAKER:-
I am credibly informed that one Charles Michael Delisle, now living in 

Ogdensburg, New York, has 111ade arrangements with the Secret Secession 
Legation, in Montreal, Oanadn, or with their secretary, William Sibbald, to 
convey the rebel mails and dispatches into Canada, as soon as the emissciss 
from Itichinond deliver them to him. 

Delisle is paid by this Secret Legation, and now stops nt Johnson's EoteI, 
Ogdensburg; of late he has entered his name as I?. A. Delisl'e, instead of 0. 
M. Ny informant has seen his correspondence with said Legation, and read 
hie (Delisle's) proposition. 

He has already sent dispntches to Montreal, undetected, wliich have been 
forwarded to Illeesrs. Mason and Slidell, throngh the mails of the Montreal 
Ocean Steamsl~ip Company, and others are very soon expected to go throngh. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
HENRY
B. TODD, 

Captain and Provost-Marshal 

I t  is only necessary to add that, on the arrest of Delisle, he 
confessed that there was no "Secret Secession Legation " in 
Canada, so far as he knew, but that the design of the parties 
engaged in the transaction mas simply to defraud the United 
States Government ; and, had it not been defeated by tho 
vigilance of t,his bureau, it would have proved, of course, a 
very handsome speculation for them. 
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WEAJTHY TRAITORS-FRUITLESS SCEEMES 

J o b  H. Waring-His Operations-An Efficient Tool-Walter Bomie-A Wild (lw 

-Rebel Mail-Contrabands-Extracts from the Private Journals of Rebel Spies. 

T ~ Einsane treason of the Marylanders revealed itself 
very strikingly in an incident which now occurred. 

'Mr. John H. Waring, a wealthy and respectable planter, 
residing on the banks of the Patuxent River, had long been 
suspected of assisting the enemy, and devoting his dwelling 
to the secret service of the blockade-runners, spies, and 
mail-carriers of the Confeileracy. His family had ever been 
known as the most scornful haters of the Federal Govern- 
ment, outspoken, and fearless. The female members of it, 
by their connection with disloyal friends of high standing 
in Baltimore, had special facilities for communicating with 
the South. He, individually, did not enter into the bitter 
denunciations of the Government, owing partly to his ad 
vanced age, and partly to his occupation of time on the 
plantation. 

. Walter Bowie, jvhose family resided in Maryland, and 
whose uncle gave the name to the favorite weapon of the 
chivalry, had early in the stmggle cast in liis lot with the 
traitors. 

A reckless, unprincipled, and daring young man, mith 
considerable culture, he mas selected by the Secretary of 
MTar to act as a spy. Born and brought up in Lower 
Maryland, he was thoroughly acquainted with the country. 

To him are many families there indebted for the loss of 
fathers and sons. He raised, at different times, squads for 
the rebel service, ran across the Potomac and sold on speca- 
Idion ; now mith Moseby's guerrillas, then with the authori- 
ties at Richmond, and soon, perhaps, in Washington. 
decided, if it were possible, to capture him Aware that he 

I 
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\\-as assisted and conctlitleci by the IVaring Ittdies, I directed 
my attention to that qqnarter. ' Sending four detectives to the 
house, I order~d them to sllrround it on a certain night. 
They secreted themselves accordingly, waiting for the dawn, 
the usual way of detour movements. The proximity of the 
men somehow became known to the inmates of the house, 
but every precaution had been taken to prevent escape. 

As the light of day appeared, an aged negro servant left 
the dwelling with a washtub upon her head, and walked 
.toward a spring near by for water. Upon her approach, an 
officer stopped her, and inquired about the family. She 
could give no information, and was allowed to pass. When 
sufficient time had elapsed for her return, the detective sus- 
pected that he had been deceived, and taking the path to tho 
spring, discovered the tab, and just beyond a horse saddled 
and bridled, tied to a tree. The whole ruse at once flashed 
upon his mind. The venerable Regress was no other tlia~l 
Walter Bomie. He saw that the horse was watched, and 
went on afoot. 

Chagrined at the defeat of his plan, the officer returned to 

the lloose, and found, on searching it, the spy's nniform, 

sash, and sabre. I t  was ascertained later that a daughter 

of Mr. TV., Mrs. Ducket, had blackened and dressed Bowie 

for the occasion. A more careful examination of the prem- 

ises led to tlie discovery of several suits of rebel uniform. 


From this time till antumn he mas successfully engaged 
in. raids upon defenseless sutlers and unarmed citizens, until 
at last, crossing the Potomac mith a company of his asso- 
ciates, went to Sandy Hill, broke open a store, and pillaged 
it. I dispatched a squad in pursuit, and surronnded .his 
camp next morning at Booneville. A skirmish ensued, and 
Bowie was'shot mith a donble charge, and instantly killed. 

The following episode in tlie darkly romantic history 

flings a lurid light into the "habitations of cruelty" which 

have been protected by the "starry flag" of freedom, reveal 

ing their domestic dcenes :- . 


Omcl ~ o v o B T - ? ~ A ~ ~ A LWAX 
Wamae~on,July 9,1868. 

Honorable E. M. STAXTON,Secretary of War :-
SIR-I respectfully submit the following statement, and request further 

djrections in the matter. 

I 







CKUELTP TO NEUHOES. 1.57 

On Monday last, having received information that Wtilter I3owie, 3 noto-
rious rebel and spy, had been on a recent visit to the house of Mrs. IJzzie 
Bowie, in Prince George Corintp, Maryland, and also, that snbsetluent to said 
visit, on Sunday night ]:st, a loatled wagon containing clothing hnd been sent 
from Mrs. Bowie's house to the house of rt Mr. Worthington, nenr the Foto- 
mac, for transmission to Virginia, I detailed a force from this ofice to inres-
tigate the matter, and arrest the said Walter Bowie and any other parties en- 
gaged in disloyal practices. 

Waltur Bowie succeeded in evading the search made for him, but it was 
ascertained that on Sunday night a two-horse wagon mas sent from Mrs. 
Bomie's house, driven by a colored m:ln named Daniel Grant, and in charge 
of Mr. Contee Warren ; tlr:~t two large trunks were in said w:t,oon, and that 
the same were taken sorrie ~tliles from Mrs. Bowie's, and then taken from the 
wagon 2nd depositetl by the side of the road, nncl tl~ere left, the driver, 
Daniel Grant, stating to the said officers that lie understood that said trunks 
contained clothing, &c., nncl were intended for Walter Bowie. M y  officers 
then visited the I~ouse of Mr. Wortl~ington, charged with forwarding clothing, 
goods, kc . ,  froin Nrs. Bowie's into Virginia. A full examination of his Ilouse 
and premises was made, but nothing found of n contraband nature. In the 
process of srich esaniinntion, my officers, on reaclling the garret of Mr. Wor- 
thington's house, found the entrance closed and fastened with a padlock. 
upan being refused admission, the door was forced open, and, to t h e i r k ~ r ~ r i s e  
and horror, found there two almgst naked negro girls, chained together by the 
wrists, and exhibiting upon their persons evidences of a most brutal and 
bloody punishment. Their backs mere covered with blood, and gashed,. as 
with a sharp knife, from the sho~ilders to the loins, presenting a speetaole of 
horrid cruelty anit suffering which words cannot describe. 

One of these girls wns owned by Nrs. Lizzie Bowie, and the other by Mrs. 
Worthington; and i t  is nnderstood that they had been beaten with a trace 
'chainby three men, namely, Mr. Wortl~ington, Contee Warren, and Mr. Hall, 
overseer of Mrs. Bowie, and that Mrs. Brvwie liad ordered the punishment on 
the girl, who was her slave. I do not understand that any law, human or di- 
vine, confers the right to  inflict upon helpless women, black or white, the 
frightful tortrire borne by these poor and defenseless negro girls. Moved by 
pity, and the hope that speedy justice from thc strong arm of the Govern~nent 
would be visited upon the cowardly miscreants who ]lave dared tb commit so 
infamous a crime, my officers arrested Nr. Wortliington and Contee War- 
ren, and brought them to this city, and they are now in the custody of thb 
office until further orders of the War Department are received. I regret to 
say that the oficers, not feeling authorized to act as liberators, left the negro 
p;irls chained arid bleeding in the garret of Worthington's house. . 

Respectfully yours, 
L. 0.BAKER, 

Provost-Marshal of the War Department 

The captives were released, and, with an espwssion of 

the deepest gratitude upon their sad faces, they ctuwled out 
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of the garret, in mllicli they had not room to stand erect, 
only to s~zffer again. I was informed that one of them was 
soon afterward found in tlie woods, dead, wit11 marks of tl~t? 
terrible scourge upon her body. The only crime of the poor 
girls was, obeying the instinctive love of freedom, fired into 
an  irresistible impulse at  the sight of the "boys in blue.': 

A large rebel mail was found between the beds of Mrs. 
3)ucket's room, ilnd specimen packages of blockade goodu 
in transitu from Europe were secreted in different parts of 
the house. Opening the mail, we ascertained that Mr. 
IVaring's mansion lrad long been the rendezvous of all who 
served the Southern cause, and a post-office for their cor- 
respondence. 

Waring was conveyed to Washington, and tried by  
military commission, and sentenced to two years in Fort 
Delaware. On his trial it mas shown, that for months he 
had used his liorses and wagons to carry rebel recruits to 
tlie Potomac ; ancl, even the very night of liis arrest, lie bad 
brought Bovie, in his Confederate dress, to his house for 
concealment. After his conviction, the Secretary of War  
directed that all of his animals and other property should 
be confiscated and sent to Washington. Accordingly, I 
repaired to the plantation, and found one hundred and ten 
slaves, impatieot to be free. Unwilling to act without .in- 
structions, no proclamation of enrancipation llaving then 
appeared in behalf of tlre nlillions in bondage, and in sym- 
ptttliy with our cause, upon appealing to Mr. Lincoln, with 
a detailed account of the case, and saying to him, "I did not 
like to assume the respolisibility of tlieir liberation," he char- 
acteristically replied : "Baker, let them alone, and they will 
free themselves !" I took the 'hint, and returned to tlle 
plantation, whither I had sent forty Government wagons tu 
transport to the capital the confiscated property. 

The more intelligent slaves appointed a committee to 
wait on me, to inquire what action I intended to tazke in 
their case. I reported my interview with "Nassa Linkurn," 
as they always called him, and his significant remark. It 
was quite sufficient for them. 

The next morning, with my train, I started, but  refused 
to recogliize their escape by affording Government convey-
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ance ;when, in a surprisingly brief time, each family was 
seen with the humble stock of domestic furniture packed, 
and readyv to follow the wagons of "Massa Linkum." 

Such patient endurance of fatigue, and uncomplaining 
toil, to secure the coveted boon of liberty, I never before 
saw ; patience in the pursuit of freedom did "its perfect 
work." 

It wac soon known to the neighbors of Waring that hie 
"servants" were en route to Washington, who gathered 
in large numbers, and, frd.ly armed, demanded from me the 
return of the caravan of laden fugitives. I, of course, re-
fused to do it. The conviction of Waring, and the taking of 
his property, in my opinion, released the slaves-morally, if 
not legally. 

They then threatened violence, and even attempted to 
stop the train. The arrest of the ringleaders quieted the 
mob, and the refugees arrived safely in Washington. 

Waring's arrest, and the consequences to him, have been 
much criticised, and regarded by the South as an arbitrary 
act; but when we consider that he, with his entire family, 
were engaged directly in the rebel service, the evidence of 
which was overwhelming, it must appear to all loyal mindsa 

that the proceeding was justifiable, and even necessary. 
I copy extracts from the pages of a private journal of 

the rebel spies captured on the Potomac, which afford a 
glimpse of life in such adventurous service, that will intirest, 
I am sure, many of my readers :--

JAWS R. MILBURN. 
July 23d, 1863. Crossed the Potomtic River, from Md. to Va. 
24th. Virginia House, Heatharville, Northumberland County, Va ;arrived 

at Union Wharf, Rap River, 8 P. M. 
25th. Miller's Hotel, south side of Rapidan; started for Richmond in com-

pany with Captain Cox, of North Va.; walked to Princes, thirty-five milea 
from Rap. 

261h. Breakfasted at Old Ohurch. Arrived in Richmond 4 P. Y., Pow-
hatan Hotel ; wrote home. i 

27th. Called on Mr. Barton. 
28th. In Richmond. bb Disconsolate." 
20th. Richmond. 
30th. Left Rich~nond for Buffalo Springs, Mecklenbnrg Oonnty,Va. ;pwsed 

t11mnal1Pcterilbnrg, VR., nnd Weldon, N. 0. 
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31st. Buffalo Springs, 2 P. x. Roorn 49, Rowdy Row. 
August 1st. First impressions of Springs not very pleasing. 
2d. Faruled the acquaiutance of several pleasant gentlemen. 
3d. Found more agreeable company. 
4th. Tooli a long walk in company with Mr. Frank Hobbq of Md. ; talked 

of dear old blaryland. 
6th. Large arrivals ; unlimited scope for the study of human r~nture; to 

me a look, word, or mere rnotion of body, hand, or head, will often analyze s 
person's character; first i~npressions are often lasting, and generally correct. 

6th. Each tryiug to outwit the other. Grouping of nstnre. 
7th. Wrote to Captain Carlisle, Moseby7s Cavalry, and to my friend E. N. 

Bpiller, Atlanta, Grr. 
8th. Introduced to Mrs. Paxon, wife of the proprietor of Springs. I have 

closkly observed her; think she is well suited to make married life--yes-
painfully diutrgrceable. Sorne talk of the freedom and bliss of persons before 
marriage. If this be true, what is tihe state of one coupled to a disagrceabla 
person ; concentrated hell surely. 

9th. Tried to meditate on rr portion of tllc Bible ; mind unsettled ; thoughts 
like chaff before the wind. Left cottage for a walk to compose myself. 

10th. Drinking the oozi~~gs of humnti nature. 
11th. Nothing to do ; yet not like Xiss Flora McFlimsey, nothing to wear. 
12th. Enjoyed ~nysclf by dancing ;find very little intellectunl conversation ; 

thus far during my visit have not heard n so!id subject discussed. 
13th. Like a butterfly on the wing, pursuing pleasure. 
14th. How various are the olassitications of the mind; some appear to  be 

guided by reason, others by a species of brutal instinct. 
16th. As a general thing the visitors seem to be friendly. 
16th. Ladies very agreeable ; endeavor to repay their kindness. 
19th. Modesty is a polite accomplishment, and often an attendant npon 

merit; i t  wins the hearts of all. None are more disgusting in compaxiy than 
the impudent and presuming. 

20th. What a fine place to  show a person's breeding. Train up a child, 
kc., &o. 

21st. This day to me is a memorial one, no one can tell my feelings, perllaps 
the thoughts of another one the same; whether it is s day of follp or happi-
ness, the future will show., My intention was honest, howsoever this affair may 
terminate ; perhaps sympathy was the ca~ise of my action and words. I must 
say, I do not understand myself in this case. Wrote t-i long letter to  my friend 
Spiller. 

22d. Miss Lucy A. Merritt, of Brunswick Oonnty, Va., returned to Bnffdo ; 
a long walk and confidential talk with her. Having noticed my letter to Mr. 
Bpiller, asked to see it. Miss Merritt had no evil intentions when she made 
this request, this I firmly believe; I complied with her wish, as i t  seemed to  
be a test of friendship. 

23d. Placid as a lake, nothing unusual transpired. 
24th. $ I n  some young people the milk of human kindness seems long since 

to have curdled; 1would advise a little soda to  correct the acidity of their 
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nature. A lady should at  all times command her tongue, especially in a pnblio 
assembly, where a word is au index to intellect and charactor. 

25th. Nothing extraordinary to-day. 
26th Preparing to leave Buffalo Springs. 
27th, Good-bye, all frie!ids. Confusion to my enemies, if any. 
28th. Left Buff1110 for Ricti~nond, Va. ; at  Linwood Bouse. 

-	 29th to 31st. Richmond, Va. 
September 1st. Enlisted in the Oonfederate States Navy. 
2d. Left Riellmond, with Oaytnin John W. Hebb, of Louisiana, for a omim 

3n the Ohesapeake and its tributaries. Left the cars at Milford Station; dined 
at  Lloyd's, ~arol ' lne County, Virginia; carnped at  Central Point, Caroline 
County. 

8d. Camped on the Rapidan River, at Mr. Warren's; one meal at 11P,M. 

4th. Lighton's Ferry, Essex County; breakfast, dinner, supper, 9 P. M. 

5th. Crossed the Rap. 33 r. M. ; one meal, 9 P. N.; camped in the woods, 
Camp Rust, Westmoreland County, five miles from Rap. River. 
-	 6th. Camp Rust ; two meals. 

7th. Received a new supply of arms from Richmond ; visited Miss Rust; 
two meals. 

8th. Detailed to go on special duty; arrested Willian Hammond, a half-
breed Indian, for boating Confederate deserters across the Potomrrc. I n  camp, 
11 P. M., tir& and hungry. . 

9th. Camp Rust. 
10th. Broke camp, 10 A. N., for Noriloni River, twenty-five miles; d i n 4  

.n the road; camped in Richmond Oounty. 
11th. Marched all day ; camped, 9 A. M. ; one meal. 
12th. Dined at  8 P.M.; rained all night, half drowned next morning. 
13th. Roasted corn early this morning; went out giinning for something 

to eat, hog, calf, or any thing; nothing procured. 
15th. Went to Nomoni Ferry, 5 P. M.; duck, crab, corn bread, butter, and 

milk. 
16th. Dined with Miss Amest. 
17th. Fight between Manning and Fitzgerald ; drew my pistol to shoot 

Fitzgerald, who threatened to strike me, while in charge of camp, with a sword. 
I wisely desisted from the intended blow. Nothing to eat. 

18th. No provisions; sent out a party to forage, no suw ess. 
19th. Killed a hog early this morning. 
20th. All quiet ; truly a placid state. Strolled about e woods as if I had 

R? Lome. Rome is the dearest place on earth, especially [hen i t  is impossible 
t~ t e  there. 

21st. Killed another hog. 
22d. On picket, fork of road. 
23d. About to  break camp. 
24th. Yanks attacked our forces, a t  Mathiae Point, wlth infantry and gan.

* boats : shelled us out. 
26th. Moved camp. 
26th. Sick all day. 

11 
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27th. On Nomoni again; off on an expedition. 
28th. Unwell. 
29th. Feel better. 
30th. Sick. 
October 1st. Still sick. 
2d. Headache. 
3d. In hospital at Bethel M.E. Church. 
4th and 5th. Chill. 
6th to 11th. Fick at Mr. Ames's. 
12th. Colonel Blackwell's, on Potomac. 
13th. Crossetl t.o St. Mary's County, last night. 
14th. Patuxent River. 
15th to 17th. Cnlvert County, Maryland. 
18th. Sharp's Island. 
19th to 28th. Tilligman's Island. 
31st. Chills. 
November 1st. Tilligman's Island. 
3d. Tilligman's Island. Captain Hebb captured last night. 
4th. Yankee cavalry crossed the bsy to Fair Haven, A. A. Clomty. 
80th. Cove Point. Cast away. 
December 1st. Cove Point. Boat repaired. 
2d. On the way to the Confederate States. 
22d. Calvert Connty. Slept in nn unoccupied house. 
23d. do. do. d o. N o t l h g  to eat. 
29th. St. Mary's County. Went to Rob. Tnompson's, cold and hnngry , 

wb-lld not let me warm myself, or give me any thing to eat. Slept near Poia'; 
No-point. 

80th. Took to the woods; afraid of the Ynnks. 
31st. In a hogpen; wet and cold. 
January lst, 1564. Live in hope that I may safely reach my destination, 

oonfident of ultimate success, though every thing seems to  oppose. 
12th. Pasquith's. Yankeo raid from Point Lookout. 
14th. do. Yankees gone. 
17th. Corinth Church. 
18th and 19th. Heathsville. (18th. Boat stolen.) 
26th. Heathsville. Went to Machota Creek, in woods. 
February 1st and 2d. Heathsville. Yankees about. 
12th. Attempted to cross the Potomnc last night in company with two 

ladies and' Charley; wind fair from S. W., but too heavy ; conipellod to turn 
back. Slept at Mr. Bailey G. Haynie's. 

13th. Wind S.S.E.; a t  B. G. Haynie's ; crossed the Potomac; rowe6 from 
Precher's Creek, Va., to Point Lookout; sailed to Patuxent River; ltuded 
ladies, 7 A. M. Sunday, 14th. 

16th. Plum Point, Oalvert Oounty, Md. Slept in an unoccupied house on 
shore. 

D 
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OHARLES W. MILBURN. 

July 236, 1963. Ran the blockade across the Potomao; a littlo aloady: 
'landed at Uone Rive-; slept on the beach the remainder of the night ;mos-
quitoes very thick, mi large enough to bite through my coat. 

24th. Arrival at ELtathsville; dined a t  Virginia House ; started a t  3 P. M. 

(or Union Wharf, on the Rap. River; arrived too late to get across the river; 
remained a11 night. 

25th. Crossecl the river ; started for Bowler's ; procured conveyance from 
the ferryinan to Millar's; dined at Brown's Hotel; impossible to obtain con-
veyance to Richmond ; after finding a berth in a market-wagon for my btig-
gage, I came to the conclusion to walk; started at 4 P. M.; walked to Mr. 
Princess's, seventeen miles ; remained all night. 

26th. Started at daybreak for Old Church, 10.miles; arrived at 8.30 A. M. 

breakfasted ; arrived a t  Richmond, 4 P. M. ; Powhatan Hotel ;wrote home. 
27th. Obtained a pass from General Winder, to pass unmolested in the oity 

for thirty days; called to see Mr. Earton. 
30th. Left Richmond for Buffalo Springs, Mecklenburg County, Va.; 

passed througl~Petersburg, Va., and Weldon, N. O., and arrived a t  my desti-
uation, 31st, at 2 P. M. 

31st. Occupying room No. 49 ; prospect very pleasing. 
August 7th. Still a t  Buffalo, enjoying myself wonderfully; wrote to  Oap-

h i n  Carlisle, C. S. A., and Mr. Spiller. 
22d. Wrote to Mr. Spiller, Atlanta, Ga.; Miss Lucy A. Merritt returned 

to BufF'alo, stayed till Sunday; had a very pleasant time during her visit. 
31st. A beautiful day. Received orders from Captain H. to prepare to  

leave Richmond to-morrow morning, nnder command of Captain Walter 
Bowie, 0. S. N. 

September 1st. After arriving a t  the depot, received another order, to  
wtlit until Wednesday. Went to new R.Theatre; a splendid plot, though not 
well acted. 

2d. Left Richmond on the Fred. train, with Captain Walter Bowie, 
tor-onty-two men in all ; dined at Lloyd'e is Caroline County, Va. ; encamped 
at Oenter Point, Caroline County, Va 

8d. Got something to  eat a t  Sparta, about 11 P. M.; camped on the Rap-
pahannock River, a t  Mr. Warren's. 

4th. Camped a t  Leighton's Forry, Essex Oo., Rappahamock River; got 
some cabbage and bacon about 9 A. M. 

5th. Acting cook nnder difficulties; crossed the Rap. River, 3.30 P. M. ; 
@uppedin Westmoreland County, 9 P. M. ; camped in the woods, on Mr. Rnst's 
plantation, five miles from Rap. River. 

6th. Breakfasted about 9 ;  corn bread and crackers, commonly called 
"s h o ~ tcakes ;" amused myself by gatliering f~x-grapesnear the camp ; con-
otructed a chebang in the new camp. Captain Hebb arrived with arms and a 
guard of eight Inen ; went to sleep a t  9 o'clock. . 

7th. Breakfast sent to me by Miss Lizzie Rust; accepted an invitation to 
d i e  a t  Mr. Rust's; had quite a pleasant time with ladies. 



164 UNITED STATES SECRET SERVIOE. 

8th. Jim, with thirtee~. others, detailed, at '3 A. M., to go from camp on 
special duty ; they arrived in camp about 11P. M., with on9 prisoner, named 
William Hammond, who seemed to be very uneasy; on guard from 12 P. IK. 

to 2 olclock. Beautiful night. / 

9th. Left camp with Captain Bowie, to  make u reconnoissance; break- 
fa~ted in camp ; returned to camp, about 11P. x.,tired and bungry ; "scene 
on the road." 

10th. H. H., a prisoner, started for Richmond in charge of Private Rusloe ; 
broke up camp at 10 A. M. ; started with Captain Bowie for banks of Potr- 
rnac, Mathias Point; another party, under Captain H., started for Nomoni 
River; marched all day, witllout any tliing to eat; slept rtt  Xr. McClanna- 
ban's, Machotu Creek. 

lltlr. Marched till about 4 P. x.; slept at Dr. Ifooes' ; Captain Band and 
myself had quite a pleasant time with the ladies. 

12th. Captain 13. sent me to Waterloo, and orders to  Lieutenant K., 
0.S. S. 0.;started from W. about dusk, for Mathias Point. 

12th. Raining very hmd ; slept in rain all night without a blanket. 
13th. Capt. B. left about dark, with eight men, for Maryland (beautiful nigat 

for crossing), leaving me in charge of camp. 
14th. Nothing unusual transpired ; short of rations ; mosquitoes a great 

plague; no sleeping for them. 
15th. Sent out s foraging party ; n ~ t h i n g  procured. 
16th. Impossible to get provisions; prepared to go into Maryland after 

Borne. 
l'i'tli. Wind high ; no prospect of crossing to-night ; dined with Mr. Wash- 

ington ; sent Phil. Key out to get something to eat ; obtained very little. 
18th. A slight supper last night; nothing since, except some green 

corn. 
19th. All quiet on the Potomac ; nothing to eat; 8 P. M. crossed the Poto-

rnac (men in full uniform and arms); landed in Charles County, Md. 
20th. Went, in company with P. K., to  visit Dr. 0.; kindly treated. How 

glad I am to be once more in old Maryland. 
21st. This morning two men missing ; supposed to have deserted. 
22d. Heard from Captain B. ; a slight skirmish with the Tanks ; ptepare 

to return to Virginia. 
23d. Two Confederate prisoners escaped from Point Lookout and came to 

us to-day. Having procured what we desired, we returned to Virginia. 
Wrote horne before leaving Maryland. 

Novel ber 20th. Left Baltimore, 1A. N., on the steamer John Pentz, for 
west River. 

21st. Fair Haven, Herring Bag, A. A. Cutlnty, >Id., Medley Ilouse. 
22d. Fair Eaven. Set out on my journey. . 
23d. Ylnm Point, Calvert County, Md. Breakfasted at a negro hut; slept 

at S. F.Dorsey's ; rained all night. 
29th. Mr. Bowers: Started for Virginia at dark; wind overblew mo; 

forcod to beach my boat near Cove Point; slept in woods. 
30th. Cove Point, Calvert County, Yd. 



I will close this chapter of treason and oppression'a 
crimes, with's letter to the President, which, I need not say, 
elicited all the sympathy and aid the great heart and high 
position of the President could extend :-

OFFXOEPBOVOBT-MABBIIAL )WARDEPABTM~T,
WABUINOTON, rSeptember 30,1863. 

ABRAHAM Pre4dent of the United States :-LINOOLN, 
SIR-~beg,leave respectfully to call your attention to the facts set forth 

below. 
The colored people, slave and free, of this District and the adjoining coun- 

ties of Maryland, are daily subjected to a more ferocious despotism, aod more 
flagrant and shameless outrages, than were ever before tolerated Ly any Gov- 
ernment claiming to be either wise or humane. 

It is well known .to you, sir, that large numbers, owned in Maryland, actua- 
ted by a supreme desire to participate in the blessings of freedom enjoyed 
by their fellows in this District, are daily, alrnost hourly, making attempts t o  
escape from their masters, and ,fly to this city.. 

The slave-owners of Maryland, whose plantations are becoming dosolate 
by this constant exodus of their chattels, no longer relying on the protection 
of their own laws and legally constituted authorities, have, in' many cases, 
Formed themselves into armed bands for the purpose of pursuing and recep- 
turing escaped slaves. 

Parties of slaves, men, women, and children, have been pursued within 
the bounds of this District, have been fiercely assailed and shot down, or  re-
morselessly beaten, and the survivors shut up in prison, or conveyed acrbss 
tbe Potomac, within the protecting arms of the rebel Confederacy. 

Not less than forty slaves (human beings), by tl~ese lawless encounters, 
were killed; and I have information, that no less than three dead bodies of 
slaves, thus cruelly slaughtered, are now lying in the woods almost within 
sight of your own honies. 

Not a montll since, an armed band of Maryland slave-owners surrounded 
the house of a free negro woman, less than three miles from the Oapitol, broke 
open the door, presented loaded pistols to the heads of its frightened inmates, 
and, after exercising all their powers of abuse and insult, took away by vio- 
lence three free negroes. 

Visiting this city, and protected by the assumed authority of Mr. Oommis- 
@loner Cox, tliese depredators break into the fiouses of colored citizens, thrust 
loaded pistols into the faces of terrified women and screaming children, and, 
protected by legal papers, bear off their victims to the tender mercies of the 
.ash and prison, or the lio~,eless martyrdom of Southern sliwery. 

Along tlie borders of the Potomac, below this city, tnale slaves are sow 
being mustered in gangs, and sent to Virginia, as contributions by their mas- 
ters to the cause of rebellion ; and if tliese men make an effort to escape, they 
are pursued and sliot down by their unmerciful owners. 

There is now in Marlborough jail, a negro man, whose eyes have been nt-
terly destroyed by a charge of shot fired wantonly into his face; and, not long 
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ainco, two colored girls were found chained in the garret of a private Louse, 
in the neighborhood of this city, who, after having been crnelly beaten by 
three men, one of thetn using a trace chain to  inflict the blows, were left, wit11 
their backs one Inass of festering wounds, to the further horrors of chains and 
darkness. 

An instancc has just come to my knowledge, of a negro woman aud three 
daughters, owned by a citizen of this city still resident here, who were sent to 
13nlt.imore a few (lays before the late Emancipation Act was passed, for the 
sole purpose of evading its provisions. .One of these dangliters, an intelligent 
woman, has succceded in returning to Washington, and is now claimed as a 
slave and threatened with seizure through the agency of Mr. Commissioner 
Cox's summary and illegal writs. 

It can not be that such atrocities will be longer permitted, and that men, 
whose every sympathy is with slavery, and its legitimate offspring, treason, 
shall be longer suffered to visit upon the poor slave the hatred they feel t o  
freedom and the Union. 

I respectfully ask for such instructions as shall enable me effectually t o  
protect the now helpless victims of the slave-masters' vengeance, and the per- 
jured oaths of their friends, official and otherwise, in this city and District. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
L.0. BAKER, 

Colonel apd Provost-Marshal War Department. 



C H A . P T E R  X I .  

SIAVERY-PLBYING REBEL GENERAL-FIRST DISTRICT CAVALBY. 

Tho Hostages-Mr. Lincoln-Deceiving the Rebels-A Successful Game-Organim 
tion of tho First District Cavalry-Its Services. 

ABOUTthis time, one hundred rebel citizens, in Lower 
Maryland, took possession of two contraband teamsters in 
my employ, and refuged to give any account of the reclaimed 
property. I immediately arrested and confined two of the 
leaders, and put then1 in the Central guard-house, Washing- 
ton, as hostages, till the former were returned. The indigna- 
tion, at my assumption that a negro mas equal to a white 
man-especially to one of the chivalry-was intense. An 
appeal was made to Mr. Lincoln, and I was summoned to 
report in person to him, which I cheerfully did. 

He said: "Well, Baker, you think a white man is as 
good as a colored man 1" 

I assured him that in this case, at least, I did ; and pro- 
posed to keep the gentlemen in prison till the free negroea 
were retturned. 

The President acquiesced in the justice of the arrange 
ment, and, soon after, the contrabands were restored, and the 
insulted, excited prisoners set at liberty, to the great relief 
of their friends, and amusement of the irreverent "Yap.-
kees," who could not see the superiority of Southern blood. 

I shall notice here some incidents which mill forcibly 
show the self-sacrifice of the Maryland secessionists, who 
were vastly in the majority, along with the more important 
and melancholy truth, that the rebellion could never have 
succeeded without the sympathy and assistance of "Nortli-
ern friends." In addition tn these facts, the means some- 
times necessary to ascertain who were disloyal, mill also be 
apparent. 

A few days previous to the rebel Generals Stuart and 
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Early's raid into Pennsylvania, I had the following paper 
prepared :-

TO THE FRIEND~OF THE SOUTH:-
The Confederate army is now on your border. The Stars and Bars can 

be seen from your hills. The hirelings of the North are fleeing before us! 
We want your aid. We want horses, mules, and wagons. Seventy artillerp 
horses are needed for our batteries. The bearers of this. appeal are zzntho. 
rized Iby me to accept of contributions. If I receive the required aid, I will 
pledge myself that our flag shall float, within ten days, from the Capitol in 
Washington. 

(Signed) J. E. 13. STUART, 
a. S. Cavalry. 

With this sounding proclamation in my pocket, I reached 
that garden of Maryland, "Middletown Valley," a few miles 
north of Harper's Ferry. Upon making application to the 
leading-to the principal secessionists, and exhibiting the 
paper, the highest expressions of patriotism greeted it. Prop-
erty and life were at my disposal. And it was suggested 
to me that a secret meeting be called, to afford all the oppor- 
tunity to contribute. 

The hour came ; and I was introduced to those present 
as a Confederate officer mllo had ventured over the Potomac. 
By this means a correct list of all those who were openly 
or secretly the emissaries of Jeff. Davis, with the names of 
those who contributed horses, tvas made out, and the next 
day I called at their residences. After selecting the best, I 
Ieft the animals in the hands of the owners, to be called for 
subsequently. Meanwhile, during the few days I continued 
in the valley, I learned the strength, resources, and condi-
tion of the rebel cause there. I then ment around and gath- 
ered up the horses, and, with many warm benedictions upon 
my head, left with sixteen of the choicest horses the region 
afforded. That night I started for Washington, and the sue- 
ceeding day I turned them over to the quartermaster's de- 
partment. They afterward did good service on the battle- 
field for the Union eause. 

The information I obtained, respecting the forward move 
ment of the enemy, was followed by General Hooker's cele-
brated march toward Gettysburg, during which he was 
relieved by General Meade ; and the inference is legitimate, 
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that it had no unimportant bearing upon the great and 
decisive struggle, which saved us from a disastrous if not a 
fatal invasion. 

Some two months later, several of the former owners of 
the horses appeared in Washington, and demanded the resto- 
ration of their property. Of course, the animals themselves 
were, comparatively of no consequence, but the intelligence, 
of which they mere made the occasion, was invaluable. The 
claimants mere pointed to the proclamation, their prompt 
response to which, was no less tlie evidence of disloyalty 
because it was a lure instead of treason's actual demand. 

The importance of the bureau, and its rapidly accumula- 
ting business, rendered a military force, exclusively under 
my control, a necessity. Scarcely a day passed witlioot some 
occurrence calling for cavalry troops to execute orders. 
Accordingly, the Secretary of War issued an order creating 
me colonel, and authorizing me to raise a regiment of cavalry. 

Warr DEPARTME,Y{ WASIIIXQTO,Y.June B, 1565. 

SIR-YOU are hereby informed that the President of the United States has 
appointed you colonel of the First Regiment District of Colrl~nbia Cavalry, in 
the service of the United States, to rank as such from the twenty-ninth day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three. 

Immediately on receipt hereof, please to comrnunicatc to this department, 
through the Adjutant-General of tlie army, your acceptance or non-?ccept- 
ance; and, with your letter of acceptance, return the oath herewith inclosed, 
properly tilled up, subscribed, and atteuted, and report your nge,,birthplace, 
and the State of which you \\?ere a permanent resident. You \\.ill report for 
duty to- 

EDWIN31. STANTON, 
Colonel L. C. BAKRI~, Secretary of Wnr. 

First Regiment District Colurnbia Cavalry. 

Previous to this, being only a citizen, I mas viewed it, 

the light of no more than a civil agent. To obviate tile 
liinderanre in official service the fact interposed, I received 
the commission. I~nmediat~elyI had tliousa~lds of applica- 
tions from men who desired to serve in my battillion. It 
mas my desire to organize a corps of intelligent, moral, a-d 
worthy men. So common had it become, in raising regiments, 
tcj sell commissions to the highest bidders, that it mas n 
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matter of regular trafFic. This did more to demoralize and 
bring into disrepute our whole volunt.eer service than any 
other single wrong. 

At the outset of the war, rnorslity aird fitness were selctom 
consiclerations in the selection of oacers. I lmve seen vol-
~xnt~ecrcompanies, and even regiments, under the command 
of those whose cayscity and cllaracler wcrt. inferior to the 
majority of the privates in the ranks. For illustrat~ionof 
this method of getting comtnissions, I add the s~b~joined 
communication, in answer to an o@erof one hurlclred dollars 
for tt place jn my regiment :-

O € T I ~ SP~COVORT-MARSI~AI.WAR DRPARTIE~T~ 
Wasnrlta~oa,diny 18,1868. 1 

&.J. F. SIXGEI,Company D, Fourth Maine Regiment, 
Army of the Potomac :-

SIR-Tour latter, offering one hnr~dreildollars in gold for M cornmission m 
my battalion of cavalry, h a  been received. It is In? intention to recruit 
honeat men, and not Togues. With this explanntion, you mill :tt ooce perceive 
that you are entirely ineligible for acrvicc tinder illy eo~nlr~nnd,either a8 
officer or privtito. (Sigrled) I,. C. Basex; 

Provost-Xnr~halIVnr 1)epnrtinent. 

The regiment was a splendid body of troops, and achieved 
all that mas anticipated from it ; and its services will appeal 
at intervals during the progress of the war. 

Pifllch of the service performed for the country will nevel 
he written. The det;ttclsrnrntsof Inen rnoving stealthily oveI 
the lines of encampment and battle; gizarding me or my 
subordirlates in perilous adventures ; and other quiet, un-
heralded, and unreported duties, will have no record hut the 
pages of memory, and, with the death of the actom in the 
varied scenes of such a life, be forgotten. 

But since this volnme has been in progress of prepara-
tion for the press, a history of the troops whom, I may be 
permitted to say here, I was proud to conimand, has been 
published by their former eltaplain, the Rev. S. 8.Merrill, 
of Portland, Maine. 

The chaplain states, corrretly-, that this rrgimr~entwas 
organizrti to remain on duty within the litnits of the District 
of Golumbia. Thr: entire military force of the District had 
failed to check the operatioas of Mo~by'sband. X pledgod 
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myself to the Secretary of MTar that, if he would give ma 
permission to raise a battalion of cavalry, I would drive 
from the region the rebel chief. 

After the troops were raised, and armed with six-shooters, 
they became the object of intense and un-just suspicion on 
the part of tlie commanding officer of the Department of 
Washington and West Virginia, founded on the apprehen. 
sion that his military honors would be periled by  the suc* 
cesses of the brave men who were to range freely through 
TITestera Virginia. 

The Secretary of War had so much confidence in the 
battalion, that he authorized the purchase of the best horses 
that could be procured in the country, and remarked that 
the Government could afford to pay the expense of main- 
taining the force, if for no other reason than the po-cverfully 
restraining influence upon disloyalty and crime in the 
District. 

The legitimate duties of the bi~ttalion were so constantly 
embarrassed by orders emanating froin the department com- 
mander, that I decided to ask the Secretary of %%Tar to increase 
it to a fiiLl regiment of twelve hundred Inen. The request 
vas  granted, and eight additional conzpxnies were raised iu 
the State, of Maine, under the direction of its patriotic Gov-
ernor Coney, whose services during the rebellion will always 
be gratefully remembered by the loyal North. 

On the con~pletion of the organization of the regiment, I 
requested that it should be sent to some distant field of 
action. The deeply scated prejudice in the minds of the 
officers of the Potomac army against m y  bureau, convinced 
me that my troops would there have small opportunity to 
display their ability and heroism. When I had occasion to 
scrutinize some of their acts, a major-general rerna~ked to 
me, during a visit to tlie front, in regard to the injustice of 
which I had complained, "Your men (are a set of d-d 
spies, and ought to be killed ; and the officers of the regi- 
merit are detectives i11 disguise, reporting to you whatever is 
fiaid b y  the army commanders." Even the long raids, the 
tights with h1osby7s men in Northern Virginia and Mary- 
(and, have scarcely an allusion made to them by any of the 
army officers 01 reporters. For nearly two years the re@- 



174 UNTTEP STATES SECRET SERITICE. 

ment accompanied nearly every raid made by the cav~lry 
along the front of' the Potolnac army. I 

l t  formed tlie advanced guard of General Kantz's raid 
froni Norfolk to the \Veldon Railroad. At Notaway Bridge, 
Reitms' Station, and other points, it is a matter of official 
rvcord, that this body of troops did three-fourths of all the 
fighting. My urgent request to be relieved from duty in 
Washington, and allowed to lead my regiment to the arena 
of battle, was refused by the Secretary of War, and the 
active command was given to Lieutenant-Colonel E. J. 
Conger, who had no superior in the qualities of a brave 
chieftain. 

Before he assumed his duties, he had been wounded 
three times, and twice left on the field for dead. At the 
time of Wilson's celebrated raid, he was again shot through 
the body, and carried from the scene of carnage by his 
order1y. 

Major J. S. Baker, next in rank, commanded the regi- 
ment until the close of the war. A more brilliant record 
than his has never fallen to the lot of a young officer. 
He elltered the service, with the organization of tlie regiment, 
RS Captain of Company A, which he commanded, until tlie 
addition of the Maine companies, in all the celebrated scouta 
and raids. While a student at Madison University, in 
IVisconsin, at the beginning of the rebellion, he left his 
books for his country's service. He was the first Federal 
officer tliat entered Lynchburg, after its surrender by Lee. 

Major D. 8. Curtis, of the same Slate, next in command, 
was also a truly brave, discreet, and worthy officer. His 
coolness in battle mas tlie theme of general remark among 
the officers of the entire brigade. 

A more complete and interesting history of the regiment 
has been written while this volume has been in press, by 
the Rev. S. H. Merrill, chaplain of the regiment. From 
these annals I shall quote the history of tlie regiment in its 
gmeral outline of achievementthe more freely, because 
writtell by another, who gives to the brave troopers the 
honors which they so richly won. I shall give the con-
densed narrative nniform with my own records, with this 
credit for it awarded to the worthy chaplain : 
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The First District of Columbia Cavalry was composed of 
a fine body of men. A single battalion, raised in the District 
of Columbia, for special duty at the seat of Government, un- 
der command of Colonel L. C. Baker (Provost-Marshal of 
the War Department), and familiarly known as "Baker's 
Mounted Rangers," formed the nucleus of this regiment. 

Long will "Baker's Cavalry" be remembered in Wash- 
ington, and through a wide region a r ~ u n d , ~  as the "terror of 
evil-doers." 

To this command eight companies were added in 1563, 
embracing about eight hundred nren enlisted in Maine, so 
that it became, to this extent, a Maine organization. 

No charge of bad faith is intended, nor is it known who 
mas responsible for the change of the original destination of 
the regiment, if any change there mas; but it is due to the 
men from Maine, and due to historic truth, to record the fact 
that they enlisted under the distinct assurance that they 
mould never he required to serve outside the .District of Co- 
lumbia; and if the command was in no degree demoralized 
by the subsequent disappointment of the men, in being sent 
to the front, and being placed in the most perilous positions 
there, it is all the more to their credit. 

Company D, numbering one hundred and forty men, un- 
der command of Captain J. W. Cloudman, left Augusta on 
the 22d day of October, 1863, and arrived at Camp Balrer, in 
Washington, on the 25th. 

The three officers of this company were con~missioned by 
the Resident of the United States, while those of the other 
companies from Maine were commissioned by the Governor 
of Maine. 

A few days after its arrival in Washington, the company 
was ordered to Anandale, ten miles west of Alexandria, 
where it remained on duty, under command of Lieutenant 
Home, till the 27th of January, when it was ordered with the 
battalion to Yorkto~vn. 

Embarking on board the steamer Conqueror, it arrived at 
Porktown on the 28th, and went into camp about two miles 
f ~ o mthe city, on the bank of the beautiful York River. A 
morning so summer-like and scenery so charming. few of ollr 
men had ever seen before in mid-winter. 
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The next day they moved about eight; irliles west, and 
went into camp about three miles from Williamsburg. 

January 30th, at daybreak, the bugle sounded "boots 
and saddles," and in half an hour they were off on a raid. 

If the reader should asli what this means, the answer 
~ v o ~ ~ l dbe, it means an armed expedition into the enemy's 
country, for the purpose of gaining information, or of cap- 
turing or destroying public property, or both, always 
respecting private property, excepting so far as "military 
necessity" requires its capture. 

In the raid just referred to, tlie men marched abo~rt twelve 
miles, and returned to camp wit11 nothing of special interest 
to report. 

An expedition mas made to Bottom Bridge, on the Chick- 
ahominy, twelve miles from Richmond, on the Fith, 6th, 7th, 
and 8th of February, which mill not soon be forgotten by tlie 
men who participated in it. They did little lighting, but 
much hard work. F~.onl the time they left camp, on the 
6th, till they returned, on the Bth, they mere hardly out of 
the saddle. 

This regiment mas distinguislled by the superioritj7 of the 
carbines with wllich it was armed. I t  mas the only reginlent 
in the army of the Potonlac armed with "IIenry's Repeating 
Rifle.'' The peculiarity of this gun is, that it mill fire sis- 
teen shots witllout reloading. J t  is cocked by the same 
movement of the guard that opens and closes the breech- 
the exploded cartridge being withdrawn and a fresh one 
supplied at the same time and by the same movements. The 
copper cartridges are placed in a tube, extending the entire 
length of the barrel, on the under side. From this they are 
fed into the gun by tlie operation of the lever guard ; mean-
time a spiral spring forces down the cartridges as fast as they 
are discharged. The whole device is of the simplest nature. 
Tlle work is strong, and the whole thing i$so nearly perfect, 
that it is difficult to conceive of any improvement. The sub- 
sequent history of this regiment proves it to be a terribly 
effective weapon. Fifteen shots can be given with it in ten 
seconds. Thus, a regiment of one thousand men would fire 
tifteen thousand shots in ten seconds. After having witnessed 
tke effectiveness of this weapon, one is not surprised at the 
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remark, said to have been made by the guerrilla chief, Mosby, 
after an encounter with some of our men, t bat "he did not 
care for the common gun, or for Spencer's seven-shooter, but 
as for these guns, that they could mind up on Sunday and 
shoot all the meek, it was useless to fight against them." 

On the 16th of February, Company F mas mounted, aud 
remained at Camp Baker, engaged in daily drilling until the 
7th of April. At that date it left Washington for Norfolk, 
and the next day joined a squadron of the old battalion on 
picket at Great Bridge. 

On the 14th the company marched to Deep Creek, where 
it w2s joined by three companies of the old battalion, already 
referred to as having been on picket duty at Newport News. 

These companies remained here on picket duty until the 
organization of the cavalry division, under General Kautz, 
two weeks later. 

On the 5th of May they marched with the cavalry divl 
sion under Kautz, on his first raid. The object of these laaids 
was twofold, viz. : to weaken tlle enemy by destroying pub- 
lic property, and by drawing off detachments in pursuit. A 
successful raid requires a judicious selection of routes, rapid 
marches, short halts, and sudden and unexpected blows. In 
this service, General Kautz mas "the right inaii in the  right 
place." 

In this movement he had passed through Suffolk and 
crossed the Black Water (where his march could have been 
easily arrested b y  destroying the bridge), before the enemg 
became aware of his purpose. At half-past two o'clock on 
the afternoon of the 7th, he had marched a distance of sev- 
enty miles, and struck the Weldon Railroad just in time to 
intercept a body of rebel troops on their may to Petersburg. 
A thunderbolt from a clear sky could hardly have been 
more astounding to the enemy. Instantly he was attacked. 
In an incredibly short time the action was over, the enemg 
mas whipped, the railroad mas cut, the public buildings 
were in flames, and the gallant Kalitz mas again on his 
march, with some sixty prisoners in his train. 

Turning southward, the march mas continued to the 
point where the railroad crosses the Notaway River. Here 
an,obstinately contested fight took place in which the gal-

1'1 
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lant Lieutenant Jackson, of Company E, fell mortally mound- 
ed. Here, too, fell a brave private, Samuel de Laite. 

In  this engagement, as in others, the bravery of the men, 
find the efficiency of their sixteen-shooters, were put to the 
proof. 

Major Curtis mas ordered to deploy his battalion as 
skirmishers, and charge a much larger force of the enemy, 
along the railroad, near the bridge. It mas a covered briclge, 
and the rebels soon ran to it for shelter. Our brave boys 
charged boldly after them, driving them through and into 
their fortifications on tlie other side, killing some and taking 
several prisoners, with small loss on our side. Some of t.Ile 
prisoners said they "thought me must have had a whole 
army, from the way the bullets flew." 

One lieutenant asked if we "loaded up over night and 
then fired all day." He said "he thought, by the way the 
bullets came into the bridge, they must have been fired by 
the basketful." 

The result of the affair was that the bridge was burned, 
and Kautz mas again on the march, with forty rebel prison- 
ers added to his train. 

The immediate object of the expedition having been 
accomplished, the conlrnarld marched to City Point. Cross-
ing the Appomattox on the loth, they encamped for a day 
near General Butler's head-quarters. Twenty-four hours, 
however, had not elapsed, when the division moved again 
on another mid, which proved to be one of the most hazard- 
ous and effective of the war. During the time that General 
Butler's forces were engaged with the enemy, between Ber- 
muda Hundred and Richmond, General Kautz adroitly 
slipped through the lines, and again boldly dashed into the 
heart of Dixie. 

He passed rapidly through Chesterfield County, pauslng 
at the court-house only long enough to open the jail and lib-
erate two prisoners. 

As we dislike to be laughed at, the reader may pass over 
the following explanatory statement :-

One of these prisoners was a woman, who refused to 
Ieave the jail after the doors mere opened, seeming to doubt 
the authority of the Yankees to discharge her. The other 
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stated that he had been imprisoned on account of his Union 
sentiments, and seemed very grateful to his deliverers. A 
few liours later, however, he disappeared froin the column, 
taking wit11 liim the llorse and equipments with which lie 
llad been kindly furnished, and forgetting to give notice of 
his intended route. The loss of the horse, however, was 
subsequently niade up. A rebel, living not far from our 
encampment, had a valuable animal, which he was very 
particular to declare should never be talcen from him. Ac-
cordingly he armecl himself, and took up his lodgings in the 
stable. Bnt he must needs sleep, and the boys knew it ;and 
it so happened that he opened his eyes one morning on an 
empty stall. Certain words mere spoken, decidedly inore 
energetic tfiztn pious, but they did not bring the horse back. 

Leaving the conrt-I~ous~, tlie column moved on to Coal- 
field Station, on the Danville Railroad, thirteen miles west 
froin Ricl~nlond. On the arrival of the troops, at about half- 
past ten in tlie evening, tlie inllabitunts were surprised and 
alarmed quite out of their propriety. That the Yankees 
should have had the audacity to visit that section, seemed 
actually incomprehensible! But there was no remedy. 

Illstantly, guards mere posted on all the roads leading to 
and from Yetersburg and Richmond, and the work of the 
hour mas hardly begun before it was ended. No harm was 
done to persons, or to private property, but the railroad mas 
destroyed, the * telegraph came down, and trains of cars, 
depot buildings, and large quantities of Government stores, 
went up in smoke. 

On the 12th, the ''history of this affair" repeated itself 
at Blaclr' s and IVIiite' s Station, on the Southside Railroad, 
tliirty miles west from Petersburg, and forty from Coalfield 
Station. The railroad was torn up, and the telegraph torn 
down, while the depot buildings, together with large quanti- 
iies of corn, and flour, and meal, and tobacco, and 'salt, 
designed for the rebel army, were subjected to the action of 
fire, and resolved into their original elements. 

TVellville Station, five miles east, on the same railroad, a 
fern hours later, shared a similar fate. The column now 
moved in the direction of Zellefield, on the Weldon Hail-
road. TVlien within two miles of that place, General Kautz 
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learned that the enemy was in force to receive him. As ilia 
object was not so much to fight as to weaken the enemy, by 
interrupting his comlllunications and destroying his supplies: 
be avoided an engagement, turning to the left from Belle- 
field, and marching, via Jarratt's Statio.n, to tlie Notarnay 
River. 

When the advance reached Freeman's Bridge, on this 
river, at ten o'clock P. N., it was discovered that tlie whole 
command was in a trap. One span of the bridge, forty feet 
in length, had been cut out. The river, for a consideruble 
distance, was unfordable. The fords, above and below, 
mere strongly guarded, and the enemy was gathering in 
force in the rear. The position was not a desirable one. 
The river must be crossed, or a battle must be fought on the 
enemy's chosen ground, mhere little was to be gained, but 
where every thing must be hazarded. A ma;jor of a New 
Yorlr regiment, commanding the advance, declared that the 
bridge could not be made passable before the afternoon of 
tlie next day. But on the assurance of Captain Home, that 
it could be done in a much shorter time, Company D was 
ordered up and told what was wanted. Working parties 
were instantly organized. In a short time, tall pines in the 
neighboring moods had fallen before the axes of one party, 
ar d stalwart men, by means of the drag-ropes of a battery, 
had drawn them out. Another party had, in the mean time, 
crossed the river on a little float they had fortunately found, 
and stood on the remaining part of the bridge on tlie other 
side. The ropes were thrown to them, and the string-pieces 
were drawn across the chasm and placed in position. To 
cover them with rails was but the work of a few moments, 
and in less than three hours from the time the Maine boys 
began the work it was completed, and the column passed 
over in safety. 

The division reached City Point on the 19th. During the 
last nine days it marched, on an average, twenty hours out 
of the twenty-four, leaving only four hours for rest. It wiY 
hardly be believed, that in some instances hunger compelled 
the men to eat raw corn like their horses, but such was the 
fact. 

On th is raid they cut the Richmond and Danville and 
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Southside Railroad in six different places, and inflicted an 
amount of damage upon the enemy's commu~ications and 
zlrlny stores which told severely upon them afterward. 

On their arrival at City Point, both men and horses were 
much exhansted. On the 20th the command croseed again to 
Bermuda Hundred, and vent  into camp about a mile from 
the river. 

On the 7th of April we embarked on board a fine steamer, 
with a pleasant company, for Fortress Monroe, where we 
arrived at an early hour next morning. For many years 
E'ortress Monroe had been to us a familiar name, but we 
were not long in discovering that the descriptions of it and 
its surroundings as they were, conveyed no correct idea of 
them as they are. 

Then, there was little to be seen save the formidable walla 
of the old fort, rising from the sand and rocks, at the dis- 
tance of a few rods from the water's edge, and the solitary 
sentry, slowly pacing the lofty parapet; while scarcely a 
human voice broke the tomb-like silence of the place. 

Now, a busy scene mas presented. Numerous newly con- 
structed piers had been gushed out into the sparkling waters 
of the bay, and the grounds outside the walls were occupied 
mith a curious and compact group of buildings of rude archi- 
tecture, clearly designed for temporary use. The scene on 
the wharf was one of uiusual animation and of picturesque 
effect. J~ooking down from the hurricane deck, me beheld a 
sea of faces, and could not well preserve our gravity as ma 
marked the curious variety it presented. 

There was the brown-visaged man in dusky gray, the 
worse for wear, the seedy representative of an humbled aris- 
tocracy, and there was the lean, lank, sallow, dirty, hang- 
dog specimen of the "poor trash" of the South. There were 
heads adorned with handkerchiefs of many brilliant colors, 
ancl heads that had no covering but wool. There mere pre- 
posterous bonnets and stove-pipe hats, mith a "smart sprink- 
ling" of military and naval headgear. There mere rich silk 
dresses and tow frocks. There was crinoline of enormous 
proportions, and there were flat feet peering from beneath it, 
perfectly innocent of either shoes or stockings. 

It waH a motley group-big and little, old and young, 
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civil and military. While all were busy and animated, it 
mas easy to see that the whites of southern blood felt least at 
home, while the negroes were in their element. They talked 
the most, made the best show of white teeth, and, of all we 
co~lld see, seemed decidedly the most comfortable. 

There is truth in the old adage, that "it is an ill wind 
that blows nobody any good." While the "red tape " busi-
ness was drawing its "slow length along," some of us took 
a stroll out to Hampton, or rather to the site of that ancient 
and once pleasant village. 

It was but a short walk, leading, for the most part, 
through it collection of Government storehouses, and huts 
and tents so disorderly in their arrangements as to suggest 
the idea of reading the riot act without delay. On tlle way 
we noticed one or two handsome places, among them the 
residence of the Hon. Mr. Segar, surrounded by venerable 
trees, and commanding as charming a scene as one could 
desire, in the beautiful expanse of Hampton Roads, dotted 
with white sails and stirred by innumerable paddle-wheels. 
We aext came to the McClellan Hospital, with its outlying 
wards and its broad and beautiful gardens. 

Hampton was reached by crossing a bridge about four 
hundred paces long. Before the rebellion it was a jewel of 
a village, embosomed in noble trees, which threw their me1 
come shade over the streets and ample grounds which fronted 
the tasteful residences. 

Hampton was settled ten years after Jamestown, and 
was, at the time of its destruction, the oldest Anglo-Saxon 
settlement then inhabited in the United States. Now it is a 
scene of utter desolation, inhabited almost exclusively by 
blacks. With the exception of an occasional grocery store, 
and a very few dwellings of a more respectable appearance, 
the residences were of the rudest description. nearly all of 
one room, and situated as if they had been flung out of a 
great architectural leather apron. 

The "Old Church," cruciform in shape, and colonial in 
date, presented a singularly picturesque appearance, and 
was almost the only object about the town which indicated 
its former conditicn. The tower, from which a noble old 
bell once pealed out its mellow tones had fallen into a heap 
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of rubbish at the western end of the cross, while massive 
walls rose aloft in gloomy grandeur. A wilderness of yourig 
aspens and willows, witlr here and there a dense growth of 
hardy roses, disputed the possession of some once cherished 
graves, wit11 a savage iiltrasion of andergromth. Fragmentu 
of tombs, some ~ ~ i t h  arlriorial blazonry, mere scattered about? 
and the wliole place bore snd evidence of the terrible scourge 
of war. Nor could me resist tlre conviction that the people 
who have thus felt it will be slow to invoke it again. 

Failing of the main object of our expedition, partly, per- 
haps, from our want of acquaintance with the occult science 
of " red tape," me returned to Washington, and were tlrere 
mustered into service, under a special order of the War De- 
pa~~tinent. 

On the 12th of Mr1~7these six companies, still unmounted, 
and having drilled only on foot, were ordered to Fortress 
Alonroe. Leaving TJTashington the. next afternoon on board 
of transports, after touching at Fort Monroe, we proceeded 
to Norfolk, and, reporting to General Sliepley, mere ordered 
to Portsmoutli, where we disembarked and went into camp 
ixi tlre rear of the town. 

On tlle morning of tlie 22d we re-embarked on board a 
tra~isport for James River. Dropping anchor about sunset, 
opposite Fort Powhattan, we passed the night quietly under 
the protection of tlre guns of the Atlanta. This craft mill be 
remembered as tlie strange sea-monster designed by the reb- 
els to destroy the bloclrading fleet off Clrsrleston harbor, but, 
by a lrigher power, to do good service for the Government. 
One of tlre boys thought it "looked like the devil." An-
other could see no such resemblance, but said it "looked 
like a big sea turtle on a raft, with his 'back up.' " 

A short run of about a dozen miles, the next morning, 
took 11s to Bermuda Hundred, where we disembarked, and 
went into camp about a mile from the landing, beside the 
other six companies. The regiment was now together for 
the first time. 

At one o'clock A. nr. of the 24th, one battalion was ordered 
to City Point, to take the place of a detachment which had 
been sent to Fort Powhattan. That fort, manned by colored 
troops. had been attacked bv a considerable fore63 under Fitz 
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Hngh Lee. They mere, however, gallanily repnlsed, a114 
before the arrival of the reinforcements, liad retreated, and 
the battalion returned. 

General Butler, commanding the army of the James, c.)n-
si~t ingof the tentli and eighteenth army corps, had taken 
possession of City Point and Bermuda Hundred on the 5th 
instant, greatly to the surprise of the enemy. 

IIis fortifications extended from the Point of Rocks, on 
the Appomattox, nortliwardly to near Dutch Gap, OIL tho 
James River, a distance of about five miles. 

General Grant was fighting his way to the south side of 
the James. The bloody battles of the Wilderness and of 
Spottsylvania Court-House had been fought, and an order 
was received by General Butler, for the eighteenth corps to 
proceed to the White House, to co-operate with the Army 
of the Potomac. + 

On the 25th this corps left, and the cavalry. acting 'as 
infantry, mas ordered to the front to take their plii(:rs in the 
intrenchments. The position of this regiment was ahou t mid-
way of the line, between the two rivers, in an open field and 
on level ground. The tents mere pitched a few rods in the 
rear of the breastworks, and with no protection fium the 
shot and shell of the enemy. 

The enemy held a formidable line of works in our front, 
varying in distance from half a mile to two milrs. Directly 
in front of our camp: at the distance of about forty rods from 
our main line of works, a thick wood prevented us from see-
ing the enemy's position. A little to our right, the count~y 
'was open, and there, on an eminence some eighty rods in 
advance of our breastworks, we had a small redoubt, known 
as Fort Pride, defended by a section of a battery, and coln-
manded by Captain Pride, an artillery oPt,~.r,from whom it 
took its name. 

Company M, Captain Sargent commandiog. mas stationed 
in this fort as an artillery support: A portion of the regi-
ment mas constantly on picket, in front of our main line of 
works. W e  were to hold this line. I t  mas here that the six 
companies referred to as having recently reached the front, 
loaded their pieces for action for the first time: and it vas 
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here that the pluck of the men and the efficiency of their 
guns mere first put to the test. 

The enemy sllelled ns nearly every day from behind Ids 
breastmorlcs, and tllollgll we received no dan~age, still a 
vivid recollection is retained of the sllelliny. The guns of 
the enemy, on a part of his line, mere trained on the redou bt, 
and when the sl~ells failed, as they often did, tr: esplt~dt! at 
the point intended, they came directly into our camp, the 
Whitworth mllistling with a sound like that produced b y  
the wing of a pigeon swiftly cutting the air-others scream-
ing over our heads or tearing up  the ground. In  one in- 
stance, the fusee of a shell was Flown out and struck a 
colored boy in the face, but  inflicted no serious injury. 
Some of the boys proposed to wash his face, to see if the 
fright had not bleached him. The humor of these people is 
"irrepressible." When the fusee whisked across this fel- 
lolv's face, lie opened his eyes wide, and seeing a friend, 
exclaimed, "By golly, Bill, did you see dat ar snipe 1" 

'(Yah, yah, yali," e ~ c l a i m e ~  Ithe other, "you nigger. 
reckon you wouldn't like to liave dat ar snipe pick you." 

At tllree o'clock A. ar. of the 2Stl1, tlle rebels opened 011 

us with artillery, all along tlle line, and tlle whole force was 
ordered to "fall in." It was supposed they were about to 
assault our worlis. Drawn up for the first time in close line 
of battle, a few paces from the brrast~vorlrs, in anticipation 
of a bloody conflict, the mllole bearing of the inen was sncll 
as to wake their gallant commander prolid of them. When 
all was ready, as the intrepid Colonel Conger mounted on 
old Barney," as  his mar-horse mas called, the inevitable 
pipe in mouth, puffing as quietly as if sitting at his tent-door, 
the cl~aplain passed along in front of the line with words of 
cheer to the men. As he told them what was espected of 
them, and that he trusted they mould give a good account 
of tllenlselvrs in the coming conflict, they answered with the 
utmost entllusiasm, We will, Chaplain, me will ; that is 
what we came here for: We will do it." Tlle esyect~cl as-
sault, however, was not niade, and tllree l~ours  later they 
rrturned to tlieir quarters. 

On tlia pic1;t.t lirie the time did not entirely pass without 
enliver~i~ig An officer, one night, discerned a sus.incidents. 
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picious looking object moving stealthily toward our fortifi. 
cations Making a detour, he got into its rear unperceived, 
and soon discovered that it was a man, reconnoitering our 
works. By cautious movements, now stepping behind this 
tree, and now crouching behind that stump, still wlien the 
game was still, and moving quickly when it moved, he sue= 
ceeded in getting sufficiently near, when, taking ideliherate 
aim, he roared out, '' Lay down." Disarmed and brongllt 
in, the captive proved to be a lieutenant in the rebel service. 

On the 30th, the thunder of artillery all day gave us n 
welcome intimation that General Grant was coming. Beyond 
incidents like these, nothing occurred worthy of note till the 
4th of June. 

The part of the picket line which extended along in front 
of our camp, from left to right, about one mile, was held by 
our regiment. On our right, the line extending on in front 
of Fort Pride, and some distance beyond, was manned by 
another regiment. Before daybreak on the morning of. the 
4th, the enemy commenced a furious shelling, which was 
continued till sunrise. Meantime he had thrown out a strong 
line of slrirmishers to attack our pickets on the left, for the 
purpose, doubtless, of diverting attention from the point at 
which he intended to strike. Tlle attack was sudden and 
vigorous, but the reserve riallying promptly, with their supe- 
rior arms, the enemy mas repulsed. The skirmishirlg con- 
tinued, however, till about nine o'clock, when ,z regiment of 

. South Carolina troops left their intrencliments, further to ojlr 
right, and advanced on Fort Pride with a yell pecnliarlp 
their own. The pickets of the regiment referred to left their 
posts and came in. 

Captain Sargent at once sent out twenty-one men, under 
command of Lieutenant Blethen. This small party, ttllii~ig 
advantage of the ground, got a position from which, as the 
enemy advanced on the fort, they could give him an enfilad- 
ing fire. The first volley told with terrible effect ; another 
t.y ually destructive instantly follolved. Anotller, another, 
and another, tore through their thinned and thinning ranks. 
It seemed as if a whole brigade was on their flank. In the 
mean time our artillery opened on them with grape and can 
iuter. A moment more and the survivors were seeking t h o  
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ghelter of their works, leaving their dead and wounded on 
the field. Among the dead mas the colonel of the regilllent. 
A detachment of our men was-sent ont to man the picket 
line. Lieutenant Blethen returned, bringing in thirteen pris- 
oners, among whom was one commissioned officer. I t  is a 
singular fact, that we had not a man harmed. 

Two hours after the fight, tlie body of the rebel colonel 
who fell was sent, under a flag of truce, across the enemy's 
lines, together with his gold watch, a diamond ring, and 
various other articles of value found upon his person. 

It is a noteworthy fact, that the Sabbath was sometimes 
'remembered" in the army, even in the midst of a vigorous 

campaign. When the troops were on a march, it was differ- 
ent. But, during the ten months the two great armies con- 
fronted each other before Richmond, no instance is remem- 
bered in which the religious services of the Sabbath were 
interrupted by the enemy. As by common consent, aggres- 
sive movements on both sides, with rare exceptions, mere 
suspended on that day. 

Usually on the Sabbath, "all mas quiet along the lines." 
Especially so mere the first Sabbaths we passed at Bermuda 
Hundred front. At the suggestion of Colonel Mix, of the 
Third New York Cavalry, that regiment and the First Dis- 
trict of Columbia Cavalry attended a united service, while 
stationed at that point, the chaplains of the two regiments 
officiating alternately. 

At one o'clqck on the morning of the loth, the six monnt- 
ed companies of the First District of Columbia Cavalry 
moved with the division under Genera'r Kautz, as it after- 
ward appeared, to capture Petersbuw. The cavalry mas 
to attack the city on the south, while the tenth corps of 
infantry, under General Gilmore, mas to nttaclr on the north 
side. The cavalry moved promptly. All the troops- did 
their duty well. No further account of the matter, however, 
can here be given than is necessary to show tlie part -borue 
by this regiment. As the column, marching by the Jerusa- 
lem turnpike, approached the enemy' s defenses, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Conger, commandi~?~, ordered Major Curtis to dis- 
mount his battalion and charge the enemy's works. Ever? 
fourth man was left in charge of the horses The balnncr of 
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the battalion moved steadily forward, firing rapidly as they 
advanced, nor did they pause at all till they mere inside the 
rebel morlcs, securing prisoners and destroying such camp 
eqidpage as they could not remove. 

I t  mas then discovered that they had done this against 
three times their own number, fighting behind breastworks. 
With the common arm, this mould hardly have been possi- 
ble. Some of the prisoners said : "Your rapid firing con- 
fused our men ; they thought the devil helped you, and it 
mas of no use to fight." During the action, Captain Griffin, 
3f Company C ,  with a small detachment from his own and 
another company, charged and took a twelve-pound brass 
howitzer, against large odds of good fighting illen. They 
could not stand the ready-loaded and instant-firing arms 
which our men ased against them. 

After the defenses had been carried, it was ascertained 
that the infantry had returned to Bermuda Hundred without 
striking a blow, and as the enemy mas rapidly bringing up 
reinforcements from Richmond and elsewhere, General Kautz 
was compelled to retire, which he did without molestation. 
In the early part of the action, Lieutenant Afaguire received 
a painful wound in the leg. This was our only casualty. 
While this affair was in progress, a detachment from that 
portion of the regiment which remained behind recollnoitered 
the enemy's - works in our front, found them deserted, ilnd 
demolished them. 

On the 13th we were relieved from duty in the in-
trenchments, by a regiment of one hundred days men from 
Ohio. 

The next day the balance of the regiment mas mounted, 
and moved at once with the cavalry division, in concert with 
the eighteenth corps of infantry, for a second demonstration 
on Petersburg. 

The disadvantage under which they labored will be 
appreciated, when it is stated tl1at.a portion of the Dist~ict 
of Columbia men took the saddle that day for the first time 
in their lives. And yet the regiment mas liighly compli- 
meutsd for its gallantry in the engagement, mhicl\ resulted 
in forcing the enemy back to his inner line of intrench 
ments. 
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Litwtmant Parkmsn, of Company D, n brave and accom- 
plisbrd officer, nud an excellent man, mas killed. 

While at Bermuda Hundred, as well as elsewhere, the 
kindly ministrations of the Sanitary and Christian Commis-
sions called forth grateful acknowledgments from manv a 
suffering soldier. 



C H A P T E R  X I I .  

F I R S T  D I S T R I C T  C A V A L R Y .  

Leaving Camp ngain-iiJVilson's Raid "--Battles-The Escape of Kautz-The I3nd 
of Regimental Service. 

H ITIXERTO one-half the regiment had served as infantry. 
Now, mounted and released from duty in the intrenchments, 
they were so far prepared to take the field as cavalry. Pro-
bably, however, no other regi~nent in the service t001i the 
field in a condition so unfavorable to success. 

Now if (as me shall hereafter see), notwithstanding all the 
lidverse influences, they mere distinguished for their bravery 
and efficiency on every field in which they fouglit, the fact 
mill prove the sterling qualities of the men. 

On the 19th, me broke camp near the breast~vorks at 
Bermuda Hundred front, and moved north about five miles, 
to a point near the James, about two miles below Jones's 
Landing. 

At four o'clock r. nr. of the 20th, an order mas received 
to be ready to march at an hour's notice. At nine o'clock 
our horse equipmants arrived fro~n Washington. The differ- 
ent parts of the saddle were in different boxes, and so unuc-
qnninted were the men with liorse gear, that many of tliem 
mere unable to adjust the various parts without assistance. 
Nor was this strange. Before their enlistment they had no 
occasion to learn, and subsequently, no opportunity, and 
yet, three hours later, they started on the celebrated ''TVil-
~011'sRaid." 

At one o'clock, on the morning of the 21st of June, the 
regiment moved with the third division of cavalry, under 
Gt~neral Kautz, and joined another division from the Army 
sf the Potomac. l'he whole force numbered about eight 
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thousand men, with sixteen pieces of artillery, snd as coni-
manded by General Wilson. 

Tlie object of tho movement, like tliat of sinlilar ones 
which liad preceded it, was not to fight, but to v e s l i ~ n  the 
enemy by cutting his communications, and by destroying 
army stores and other public property. 

The Army of the Potomac mas now intreuclltxi on the 
~ou t l l  side of Richmond. All supplies fur the rebel capital 
must be drawn from the South a11d West. Tlie qnrstion of 
its reduction mas only a question of time, mllile every inter 
ruption of its conlmnnications, and every dinrinution of its 
supplies, wonld hasten the time. 

On the night of the 21st, the command hivon:lclced at 
Blanforcl, on the Suffollr "rtailroad, four miles south of 
Petersbllrg. Of the use of this road tlie enemy had already 
been deprived. passing on the 22d to Prince George's 
Court-house, thence marching in a southerly direction, they 
struclr the \Veldon Railroad at Ileams's Station, twelve ~niles 
from Petersburg. Tlie place was guarded by a small body 
of militia. A portion of them were capt'ured and the 
remainder dispersed. 

Here the sad but necessary work of destruction brg;~n. 
All the bnildings at the station, together with a locon~otive, 
and a train of five or six cars, were consigned to the flsmes. 

After tearing up  tlie road for n considerable distance, the 
command marched to Ford's Station, on the Sontll Side 
Railroad, eighteen miles southwest from I'etersburg. Here 
the worlr of destruction was resumed. Tlle pnblic build- 
ings, togetller wit11 three locomotives and fifteen cars, shared 
the fate of tliose 3t Reams's Station. 

On tlie 23tl. they advanced to Blacli's and \fTllite's, lif 
teen miles sonth~vest, on the same road, destroying tlie three 
intervening stations, and tearing up the road along their line 
of march. 

On the morning of the 24t11, a march of eight iniles led 
them to Notawny Court-house, where they destroyed a rail-
road station, together with a large storel~ouse, filled with 
cotton. 

Resuming the line of march, they advanced to Keysville, 
on the Richmond and Danville Railroad, leaving behind 
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then1 s track of smouldering ruins, as far as tlie public 
property of the enemy furnished corrrbustible matter. Wor 
is it to be denied that, mithin certain limits, a good deal of 
foraging was done. 

In a healthy subject, free exercise in the open air, espe- 
cially on horseback, tends to give an appetite, whose 
cravings nothing can appease but food. This mas the 
experience of our boys. And if their ha,versaclis mere 
sometimes empty, and they mere fain to gnaw the raw corn, 
"which the horses did eat," their appetites mere a l l  the 
more clamorous when they came within reach of food. At 
such times, bread, and meat, and butter, and milk, and eggs, 
and cream, in a word, whatever the smoke-house, or tlie 
spring-house, or tlie field, or garden, or stall, or pasture of a 
rebel contained, which was capable of being readily con- 
verted into good - food, mas remorselessly appropriated, 
without waiting for either commissary or quartermaster 
process. These acts of the boys were never denied; and 
yet, for the life of us, we could never discover any signs of 
penitence on account of them. I t  sliould be stated, how- 
ever, that tlie law of magnanimity was not entirely ignored. 

The boys were one day in want of meat, and, as they had 
no otlrer means of getting it, tlrey "confiscated" the con- 
tents of a smoke-houseon the plantation of a wealthy rebel. 
While tlie distribution was going on, the victim demanded, 
in no very pleasant tones, mhetlier he was to have none for 
himself. 

''Certainly," a quiet Yankee replied. "Now is your 
time. Pitch in, pitch in, and take your share, while it is 
going !'' 

After passing Drake's Depot,, eiglit miles further soutll, 
and payi~li  it the same complhents they had paid to others, 
they approached Roanoke Bridge, ~vhich crosses the Staun- 
to11 River, at the mouth of the Little Roanoke. As this was 
a point of great importance to the enemy, it mas fortified and 
strongly guarded. On this side of the river, at the distance 
of about three-fourths of a mile, running parallel with it, 
was a range of hills. Between the hills and the river, the 
ground was open and level. At the left of the railroad mas 
a broad field of wheat, while on the right a luxuriant 
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of grass and weeds, rising nearly to the lieigllt of a ~nan's 
shoulders,'covered the ground. The bluff' on tlie opposite 

of the river was lined with eartli~vorks, and bristled 
with cannon, both above and below the bridge,' while a 
strong line of the enemy's slcirmishers had been thrown 
across tlie bridge, and deployed along the shore. 

Wilson's object was to burn the bridge, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Conger, of the First District of Columbia Cavalry, 
was detailed to do it. Tlle regiment mas composed of new 
trecr~lits, with- little experience, and had received less in- 
struction than any other regiment in the command. The 
undertaking was a perilous one. Its wisdom the reader will 
be likely to question. And yet, when the final order was 
given to charge across the level ground, in the face of the 
rebel batteries, the gallant First Distsrict of Columbia moved 
forward in splendid styl2, dismounted (except the intrepid 
Conger, who, being lame from previous wounds, was com- 
pelled to ride). The advance squadron, commanded by 
Captain Benson, had not advanced far, when, from tlie line 
of the enemy's works in front, a murderous storm of grape 
and canister was hurled into their ranks with terrible effect. 
Officers and men went down in large numbers. Still, with- 
out tlie least protection, in the face of that mitl~ering fire, 
arid at too great a distance from the enemy to effect much by 
tlieir own, those brave men pressed on till near the bridge. 
Efforts mere made to burn it, but they mere unsuccessful. 
Tlie regiment did but little actual fighting here, for the 
simple reason that they could not get at the enemy, but the 
cannonading mas rapid and heavy. The hills presented a 
line of fire and smoke, and tlie earth trembled with the 
terrific concussions. Shells screamed across the horizon, 
bursting into deadly iron hail-the grim forins of smoke- 
masked men, the gleam of burnished guns in the wheat 
field, where the men were not engaged, and the flashing of 
sabers where they were, with horsemen in the distance, 
smeepiiig to and fro, formed a scene of exciting grandeur 
such as few of our men had ever witnessed before. 

When at length it was discovered that the object could 
not be accomplished but at too great a sacrifice of 'life, the 
adranc-e mas ordered back, and, as nothing else mas to be 

1a 
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done in this direction, the return march was conmenced. 
The enerrly followed all day, bnt made no attack. After a 
march of thirty-two miles directly east, through Greens-
borough, tho colnmn Itnlted for the night near Oak Grove. 

A al;u.ch of thirty-cigtrt miles brought them to the Iron 
Bridge across Sto~iy C~*t:eli, at about ten o'clock on the 
morning of the 28th. Here a heavy force bf cavalry and 
artillery was found in positior~ to dispute the crossing. The 
cavalry consistect of Hampton's command, together with that 
of Fitz Hugh Lee. 

A. severe engrugc~nent took place, in which this regiment 
lost about eighty inen in killed, wounded, and missing. 
The result itT:ts indecisive. The enemy mas pressed baclr, 
while our col~unn turned to the left and crossed the creek at 
a point above. 

General liauti' s division had the advance, this regiment 
moving at tlre head of the column, and the Eleventli Penn- 
sylvania nest. 

On approaclring Reams' s Station, ~vhicli had been sup- 
posed to be in'our possession, General Kautz found himself 
confronted by the enemy, both infantry and artillery. 
Mallone's wllole division, and one brigade from another 
division, had been sent out to intercept JITilsoii' s command, 
which mas now outnnmbered two to one." The enemy was 
drawn n p  in strong line of battle, extending from the Nota- 
map River, on our right, to s point far out on our left. This 
regiment and the Elevent11 Pennsylvania charged directly 
through. Ge~ieral \lTilson, llomevw, instc'ad of following 
on, fell back, abandoned llis artillery, wagons, and ambu- 
lances, and, by making 'a wide detour, avoided t lie enemy, 
and abandoned these two regiments to their fate. 

Kautz had marched but a short distance, when he found 
himself in a triangle, two sides of which, including his rear 
and left front, were held by the enemy in overwhelming 
numbers. Extending along his right front was the railroad, 
running through a cat from ten to twelve feet in depth. 

* Stung to madness by the previous daring an2 destructive raids of Kantz, Lee 
rs said to have declared that he would crush tbese raiders, if it cost him his whole 
umy. 
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Beyond it, and running nearly parallel with it, was a muddy 
stream of considerable depth, and beyond that, an extensive 
swamp, supposed to be impassable. 

'I'llt! enemy now thought llirnself sure'of his prey. Under 
the circumstances, al~nost any other man would have sur. 
rendered. Not. so the indolnitable Kttutz. 

It 11-as ,z wild and exciting scene to see those mounted 
men slide down that steep embankment to the rtiilroad track, 
and scramble up the opposite bank, and dash down the next 
declivity into the streitm, and wallow through mire and 
water, the horses in sorrle instances rolling over, and the 
men going under, anlid the thunder of artillery, and with 
solid shot plunging, and shells exploding, and grape and 
canister raining, and nluslcet balls whistling around them, 
till they reached the, opposite shore, and disappeared in the 
swamp. 

Following tlieir indefatigable commander, they pressed 
their way firougll, and reached their old camp at Jones's 
Landing, tile next day." 

Lieutenant-Colonel 'Conger, Major Curtis, and Captain 
Sanford mere severely mounded. Captains Benson and 
Chase, who had been wounded at Roanoke Bridge, fell 
into the enemy's llands as prisoners, when the n~nbulances 
were abandoned at Stoily Creek. 

The damage to the enemy by this raid mas immense. 
Besides the destruction of buildings, of cotton, of commis- 
sary stores, and rolling stock, Richmond 'and Petersburg were 
cut off from all railroad conlmnnication for several weeks. 

The whole Army of the Poto~nac was now in front of 
Petrrshurg, and mas intrenching in the direction of the 
South Side Railroad. 

One of olir companies was on duty in Fort Pride. With 
this exception, the history of the regiment, for the next few 
weeks, is' little else than a history of alternate rest and drill. 
Once or twice it was ordered out on reconnoissance, and 
once on foot to repel an expected assault, which, however, 
was not made. 

* !l'hb avmp had been made pasasble by a drouth of almwt unprecedented 
Wv6ritp. 
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On the 27th, orders were received to be reaQ to move 
at six o'clock, P. nr., with three days' rations. Tbe whole 
cavalry force, together with the second corps of infantry, 
had been ordered to the north side of the James. The object 
was to draw the enemy from Petersburg, where an assauu 
mas to be made in connection with the ].line explosion. 
The head of Sheridan's column arrived from the west side 
or the A~pomattox at nine; P. x. At three o'cloclr, A. nr., the 
First District of Columbia joined the rear, and, after march- 
ing to Jones's Landing, halted for the command to cross the 
pontoon bridge. Late in the day the crossing as effected, 
and the regiment bivouacked for the night. 

Some skirmishing occurred on the next day, in which 
Lieutenant McBride, of Company C, was wounded. 

On the 30tl1, the regiment returned to camp, and on the 
same afternoon marched to the west side of the Appomattox. 
On the 2d of August, it was ordered on picket near the 
enemy's lines, on the extreme left of the army. 

Our main line of works in front of Petersburg conformed 
very nearly to that of the enemy on the left, bending south- 
ward, so as to face the Weldon Railroad. A picket line 
extended from the left of our line of fortifications, in an 
easterly direction, through Prince George's Court-House, 
Lee's Mills, Sycamore Church, and Cox's Mills. On the 
3d of August, the headquarters of the regiment. were estab- 
lished at Sycamore Church, Major Baker commanding. 
This place was about ten miles southeast from City Point. 

From tile 8th to the 21st of August, the regiment was on 
picket duty on the Weldon Railroad, four miles from Peters* 
burg. 

On the lath, while a demonstration was made on the 
x.orth side of the James, in front of Richmond, by Generals 
Qregg and Hancoclr, with their respective comm:mds of 
cavalry and infantry, and while a portion of the rebel troops 
were withdrawn from our front to meet the emergency, the 
fifth c6rps of infantry advanced and took possession of the 
Weldon Railroad. Desperate but fruitless efforts mere made 
by the enemy to recover it. Severe fighting occurred on the 
21st, in which this regiment participated. Dismounted, and 
deployea as skirmishers on the left of the fifth corps, they 
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participated in the capture of a brigade of rebel troopa- and 
three stands of colors. 

After picketing again, on the 22d, the regiment becamb 
ensaged with a body of rebel troops the next morning, aild 
drove them four miles, destroying a quantity of army stores. 
In the afternoon, Hampton's Legion mas encountered. It 
was "Greek meeting Greek." I t  was impossible, however, 
for him to stand against the sixteen-shooters, an? he mas 
driven back, leaving his dead and wounded on ihe field 
We also took some prisoners. During this last engagement, 
Captain Sargent, of Company M, was killed while charging 
the memy. W e  lost two men besides. 

On the 24th, the fighting was resumed at  various points. 
and at some was severe, but with no decisive results. On 
the 25th, this regiment met the enemy in three diktinct en- 
gagements, repulsing him in each. 

At four o'clock there were indications that he intehded 
a flank movement, arid this regiment was ordered to the 
extreme left of the line, and dismounted, to fortify against 
the expected attack at that point. After the hard and 
almost incessant fighting of the day, the men could hardly 
11,zve been in the best working condition, and yet, in 
momentary expectation of an attack, they wrought mitli s 
will. MTitI~out intrenching tools, their own "hands minis- 
tered " to the necessities of the hour. Logs, stumps, brush, 
roots, whatever movable material the forest agorded, was 
brought into requisition. The extemporized breastwork was 
hardly completed, when the enemy opened on us with artil- 
lery. Against this our works were no protection. But 
the men stood firm. Only one man was killed, and one 
wounded. There was no enemy- in sight, but all under- 
stood wliat this shelling boded. 

The men had received their orders, and all was silent 
along the line. Every man mils at his post. Every eye 
was open, and every ear attent. No sound ~ : t s  heard but 
the roar of the enemy's artillery, and the scream and crash 
of shells hround us. This, however, had continued b u t  a 
short tinre, when the enemy was seen in strong line of bt~ttle 
advanciqg through the woods. No sooner had they dis- 
covered our position than they raised a yell and rushed 
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on lo the charge. But they paid dearly for their temerity 
Our men reserved their fire-coolly waiting till the enemy 
was sufficiently near. Their first vollsy told with startling 
effect. Many a poor fellow drew short breath and never 
breathed .again. Another and another volley followed in 
instantaneous succession, and the enemy was swept from 
our front. 'Unfortunately, l~owever, the infantry on our 
right, pressed by supprior numbers, had fallen back, and 
the enemy was on our flank. The regiment. held .its posi- 
tion till dark, and was the last to leave the field. The next 
day it returned to Sycamore Church and resumed picket 
duty. 

While here, our officers formed an acquaintance with 
some of the "F. F. V.'s." For the most part, the acquaint- 
ance was pleasant, but not always. The following incident 
will illustrate the spirit sometimes encountered : One of our 
officers, while out on a scouting expedition with a small 
squad of men, halted near a fine old Virginia mansion, at a 
considerable distance outside of our lines, while he ad- 
vanced and politely accosted the lordly proprietor, as he 
sat puffing his cigar in the cool shade of his piazza. His 
lordship at once commenced a furious tirade against "Lin- 
coln and his dirty minions." The lieutenant listened 
patiently, meanwhile observing one of the colored women 
carrying a fine churning of butter into the house from a 
building near by, where it seemed to have been just made. 
At tlie firsb pause in  the furious tirade, lie said, in substance, 
"Well, sir, tlle war is a costly thing. I t  has made it neces- 
sary to tax almost every thing, especially luxuries. -?Tow, 
as this sort of talk seems a luxury to you, it must be taxed. 
You mill please send out to my men a few pounds of yonr 
new butter." 

Whether from generosity or some other motive, the but- 
ter was furnished, but the spirit of the man was not at all 
improved. He went on to abuse tlie Governmclnt, and all 
who supported it, in terms more violent than before. At 
the next pause, his tormentor quietly remarked : "For this 
fresh indulgence, you will please furnish us with half a 
dozen of your best hams, and a sack of flour; and the 
sooner it is done tlie better!" 
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l'hs negro ~vllo executed the order clearly indicates, by 
nr! exhibition of liis fine white teeth, and ,z mischievous 
tm'nlcle of liis eye. that he en-joyed the tliing much better 
thein "mnsstt" did. The master, in the mean time, was 
fawning wit11 rage, and venting his feelings in terins of the 
most intense bitterness. 

At lengtli, the imperttirl~itble lieutenant interposed coolly : 
*' di~; yonr indulgence llas gone far enougli. You mill square 
the acconnt by turning out the two beeves I see in yondet 
id, :tnd if I hear any more of this :%bust! of my Government, 
Iwill take you along too." With a polite good-by, he 
\lTas left a sadder, if not a wiser man. For some days after, 
the boys ate good, new, soft bread and butter, instead of 
Ilard-tack, and fresh beef and ham, instead of salt pork. 

Tile portion of tlit. picket-line held by the First District 
oi Colrunbia, now numbering about four hilndred effective 
men, was nearly five miles in length, extending along a road 
running nearly east and west, mostly through a wooded 
country. Major Baker, in immediate command of two bat 
tnlions, held tlie riglit of the line, with the reserve at Syca- 
more Cliurcl~, whilst Captain Howe, with one battalion, held 
the left, with the reserve at Cox's Mills, two miles east. 

Sucli was the position gf this little devoted band of four 
hundred men, on tlie outer picket-line, five miles from any 
support, ml~en at daybreali, on tlie 16th of September, they 
were suddmly'attacked by tlie whole force of Hampton's 
cavalry, supported by three brigades of infantry. 

111 some way, wliicli has never been explained, one 
detacliment of tlie enemy's force had passed tlirougli the 
picket-line on the right, held by anotlrer regiment. Another 
liad gone round our left flank, where there were no pickets. 
This nlust litlve been done hours before the assault, for (as 
it ;rf'trrwa~.d appeared) tlwy liad barricaded the roads three 
~ n i l ~ sin our rear. 

I f  tlre reader inquires why tlie enemy threw so forn~ids- 
ble ir force against a, point so remote, so weak, and appa- 
rently so nniinportant, the answer is, tliat just in our rear 
mas a herd of twenty-three hundred cattle, and the rebel 
anny wanted meat. 

If tile position, purpose, and stlrxlgtlr of the assaulting 
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party had been known. any attempt at resistance would 
have been madness. 

The first intimation of an assault at Sycamore Church 
was given by the charging shout of the enemy. Instantly 
our men rallied under their intrepid commander, to meet 
the furious onset. So rapid and terrible was their fire, that 
tliree times the enemy fell back in confusion. But the con- 
test mas too unequal. This little handful of men mas in a 
few moments surrounded, their h ~ s e s  captured, and they 
were compelled to succumb. 

As illustrations of this sudden, short, wild, and terrible 
fight, we give one or two incidents. At the first note of 
alarm, Lieutenant Spaulding, of Company E, mounted his 
horse, which had been kept saddled'all night, and started 
out to reconnoiter. Meeting a body ot cavalry, he inistoolc 
them for a party of our own men, and found himself anlong 
them before discovel.ing his error. As  l1e was taken by tlieln 
for one of llieir own men, he rode along wit11 tllr~il till tlw 
order was given to charge, when, with stentorian voice, lie 
roared out, "Charge-charge !" and, putting spurs to his 
horse, he dashed forward, and turning into the bushes n ~ n d e  
good his escape. 

Nearly at the same moment he started down the road to 
reconnoiter, Lieutenant Nountfort, of Company K, started 
with a sergeant, W. F. Lunt, and a small squad of men, 
dismounted, in the same direction. They had gone but a 
short distance, when they met the enemy charging up the 
road. Comprehending the situation at once, the lieutenant 
shouted, "Give it to tliem, boys, give it to them !" at the 
same time setting the example. Two men at the head of tlie 
column were seen to sway and fall from their saddles, before 
the unerring aim of the lieutenant. Other saddles -rvere 
emptied, and the advance fell back. A moment later, Ilo~v- 
ever, they came on in line of battle. Tlle lieutenant now 
ordered his men to fall back to a tree, which had fallen 
across the road. On reaching it, they found the enemy nl! 
aronnd tliem. Observing a squad of tliem who lrnd just 
se~zed l\lqjor Baker, Sergeant Lunt fired on them, when 
instantly several carbines were leveled on him. Strnclr irz 
the head and stunned, lie fell for\vard illto the thick t w e  
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top. Falling between the limbs. they closed over him, their 
thick foliwe concealing him. When consciousness returned, 
the body of the gallant lientenant lay within a few feet of 
him, Eea.', 2nd the enemy mas plundering the camp. Crawl-
ing cautiously out, he succeeded in reaching the bushes, 
where, falling in with a small squad of men who, like liiin- 
self, had thus far escaped capture, he started with them for 
the next picket post. But as they were passing tl~rough a 
deep cut in the road, the sergeant, from exhaustion, being 
somewhat in the rear, as those in advance of him emer~ed 
from the cut, they were met by a party of the enemy, and 
nearly all captured. The sergeant escaped, in consequence 
of being in the rear. Who would have thought that the 
exhaustion, which seemed to put him to such a disadvantage, 
would have been the means of saving him from a horrible 
captivity ? Such are the mays of Providence. Of twenty- 
fivb men of Company G, who were captured on that fatal 
morning, only three are known to have survived the bar- 
barities of their imprisonment. 

The attack on Cox's Mills was made at nearly the same 
moment with that at Sycamore Church. 

A little to the left of Captain Home's position, and at the 
foot of a very considerable descent, tlie road crosses a bridge 
over a small stream. To command this bridge, a slight 
breastwork had been thrown up upon the high ground 011 

this side. At the first notice of tlie approach of the enemy, 
the command rallied just in time to reach taliis breastwork, 
behind which they formed. A heavy force of mounted 
rebels had crossed the bridge, and with wild yells was 
charging up the hill, ontnumbering our men ten to one. On, 
on they came, expecting an easy victory. Coolly our men 
waited. Not a sliot was fired till they were within easy range. 
Then a few volleys from the sixteen-shooters sent them tack 
in confusion. A second time they charged, wit11 the same 
result. This time they did not return. After waiting some 
Lime, in expectation of anotl~er attack, scouts were sent ant 
to ascertain what they mere about. 'rhey f'outid a. forlnidu 
ble force in front, and a strong force aclvalicing on each 
Bank. 

NO alternative now remained but to fall back to Syca- 
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more Church, as Captain Howe had been ordered to do, in 
case a retreat became necessary. The enemy had been so 
severely punished, that he mas careful to keep at a safe 
distance, and the command fell back in good order, and 
without the loss of a man. At the church, however, a sad 
fate awaited them. Ignorant of what had occurred there, 
they expected to join Major Baker's reserve, and to make a 
stand. But in the mean time, the enemy, hhving secured 
their prisoners, and plundered the camp, had formed in a 
semicircle across the road, and, dressed in our uniform, were 
mistaken for our own men. Successful resistance was now 
impossible, and, having done all that brave men could do, 
like men they yielded to their fate. 

Some men seem to bear a charmed life. Lieutenant E. P. 
Merrill, of Company M, commanded a squadron under Cap- 
tain Howe. During a few moments of suspense, anxious to 
know the position of the enemy, he sprang upon the first 
horse that came to hand, and, plunging the spurs into his 
tianks, dashed forward to keconnoiter. 

The horse stumbled, and, coming suddenly to the ground, 
threw his rider over his head, far down the hill. .Instantly 
he rose, made a hasty reconnoissunce, and returned to the 
line in safety. 

During the subsequent melee, a rebel officer made his 
appearance in the edge of the ~vcrods, and, taking deliberate 
aim at the lieutentant, fired three shots in quick succession, 
neither of which took effect. 

Our loss in killed and wounded was small, but in prison- 
ers, large, numbering several hundred. They were among 
the bravest men Maine had sent to the war, and here their 
services in the First District of Colulmbia Cavalry ended. 

There was much speculation at the time, as to who was 
responsible for the exposed position of the cattle-herd which 
invited this rebel raid. It seems to have been a high officer 
of the army, who in all other respects has deserved well of 
his country, and whose name is fqr this reason withheld. 

Shortly after this affair, this officer dined with the com- 
mander-in-chief at the headquarters of General Kautz. In  
the course of conversation, he put this question : "General, 
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how long are me to remain here 2" The reticent' Grant 
smoked on a few seconds, then took the ' inevitable cigar 
from his lips, and, while dislodging the ashes with his little 
finger, quietly answered : "I don' t know, General ; if you 
keep on feeding Lee's army with beef, me shall have to stay 
a good while." 

The questioner blushed, and Grant resumed his irn0kb.g. 
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THE ANIXUS OF SECESSION. 

A Didgal Pastor and hi8 Friends compelled to "do ju~tly"-The "PeculiarInstitm 
.tionvDie8 Hard-Man-Stealers Foiled in their Schemes of Robbery. 

ANOTHERphase of disloyalty presented itself with the 
advent of the autumn of 1863; an example of the conflicting 
elements in Southern communities during the rebellion, 
whose sharpest, most unrelenting outbreak was seen in the 
alliance of religion with treason. 

It was notorious that the clergy and women were h e  
"best haters," and loudest talkers, in the ranks of secession. 
The reason lay, perhaps, in the nature of things. Never is 
vrong feeling and action so intense as when it takes the 
sanctions of Christianity ; while the strong impulses and the 
lively sensibilities of woman's nature lend a similar strendtb 
and activity to it in a bad cause. 

I was making an excursion, in an official way, tow~rd 
Point Lookout, upon a Sabbath evening. While approaching 
it with a force of about fifty men of my cavalry, we came to a 
small charch, about twenty-four miles from Wasllington, 
~rllicll was closed, and a number of people standi~lg before 
the door. I naturally asked the meaning of the strange 
scene. It seemed that the majority of the people in the 
parish were disloyal, and, after permitting the Unionists to 
occupy the sanctuary a portion of the time, nearly in pro: 
portion to their relative numerical strength, had voted to 
exclude them altogether. 

I inquired : "Who has the key to this church?" 
"Rev. Mr. P.. who lives down the road a quarter of a 

mil^ " 
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I immediately rode away to the parsonage, and knocked 
at its door.. A gentleman with white cravat and dignified 
demeanor opened it, when I asked him :-

"You preach in the little church up .at the Corners, do 
you not 8"  

c c  I 
''And you keep the key ? "  
"Yes, sir." 

- "So you won' t let the loyal people serve God there 9 " 
"No ; the parish voted to exclude those who didn't 

agree mith us." 
"Well, .Iwant you to unlock the church." 
"011, no ; I can't do that." 
"Then you will go with me to Washington ; and yon 

can have three minutes to decide mhichyou will do." 
He reached out his hand to take the key, which was 

hanging on the wall, near the door. 
"That will not do ; you must go and unlock the church 

yourself." 
"NO, I can't." 
"Then start for Washington." 
"Of course, you have the power." 
"Yes, and I intend to exercise it." 
The aggrieved pastor then reluctantly followed me mith 

the key. We approached the church, before which stood the 
wondering and .~vaiting people, when my clerical friend hand- 
ed the key to a brother, requesting him to open the door. 

I interposed. Don't you take that key ; he must unlock b '  

the church." 
There being no alternative, ire doggedly obeyed ; and, one 

nftrr another, the outsiders went in, till the house was nearly 
full. 

1 said to them : "Now you can serve God according to 
tile dictates of your own conscience." 

, l1lieloyal minister, who had vainly attempted to occupy 
the pulpit for swwal siiccessive Sabbaths, ente~ed it, and 
commenced the usual service. Meaawhile, an officer of my 
cavalry force reported that the horses were suffering for 
want of water. I directed them to be taken to a ford four 
miles distant for watering. , 
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When the rebels found my cavalry were gone, they 'also 
went into the church, and commenced a disturbance of the 
meeting, first by scraping their feet upon the pews, then by 
audible expressions of their haired. I rose, and, in no gentle 
mood, called an orderly, and told him to ride in hot haste 
after the cavalry, and tell the officer in command to send 
back ten men as quickly as possible. 

In a short time, the force came on the full gallop to the 
church, when I ordered a halt. The frightened disturbers 
of loyal worsliip attempted to get out of the way, when I 
directed the arrest of about a dozen of them, and told them 
they must march with us to Washington that night. They 
begged for mercy, but it was too late. 

They certainly didn't play by the way ; for we reached 
the city before daylight the next morning. 

After I bad risen, in single file, and with drooping ireads, 
and hats in hand, they formed a ring of chop-fallen chivalry 
around me-a comical. and pitiful sight. Upon giving their 
parole they mere released, and no further quarrel interrupted 
the Union worslripers, who grateflllly assembled upon the 
recnrrence of tlirir uppoiirted service in the rural temple. 

I11 every tlring and everywhere, it was evident to the 
casual observer that slavery was the soul of the rebellion- 
the educator in treason, perverting llav, religion, and social 
order, and laying on its altar, like the idolatry of Hin-
doostan, unsparingly, human victims. 

The determination of the Government, and of the army 
offi(:ri.s generally, notwitlistanding, to save the "peculiar 
institiltion" with the Union, in the beginning of the war, 
mas eqlially apparent. Under the notorious fugitive slave 
law of 1867, which offered a premium upon the1 re-enslave- 
ment of the refugee from unrequited toil and personal abuse, 
the com~nissioner appointed to enforce its provisions iu 
kvashington was a secessionist by the name of Cox, who 
took curt? to restore every chattel to the claimant, without 
uicely discriminating between the bond and free. As a 
consequence, not a few persons, who, by birth or purchase 
of freedom, were citizens, were seized and forced into bond- 
agf: I had some very interesting cases of the kind. 

A free-born mulatto girl was kidnapped by the slave 
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catchers, and through perjury the proper order mas ob-
tained, and she was hken to her pretended owner. Intel-
ligent, and resolved to he free, she had the facts co:iveyed 
to my headquarters. By a military order I compelled the 
woman-stealer to restore to her friends the captive robbed 
of her rights in the name of law. The tinge of African hue 
alone made the outrage a trivial incident to all but the grate- 
ful and, I might add, graceful young lady. 

Upon my return from an expedition into Lower Mary- 
land, when within a mile from the State line, I niet a farmer 
with a wagon load of slaves, consisting of a father and 
rnother,'with their two small children, and a wife's sister, 
all in charge of a constable and a force of armed citizens. 
The slaves, tied halid and foot, and thrown upon tlie straw 
in an old country wagon, were on their way back to bond- 
age. And this was done in the na.me of law, to pacify the 
men who were plotting to destroy the Union ! 

I was completely exhausted ; but, nerved to action by 
indignation too intense for expression, I demanded the autho- 
rity for the horrible proceeding. The claimant produced 
his parchment, bearing the seal of Commissioner Cox. He 
flourished the precious document before me, and directed 
my attention to the great seal of the United States. 

Upon careful perusal of it, I found that it bore the names 
of only four slaves, while the load included five. When I 
pointed the chivalrous and confident owner to the apparently 
unimportant circumstance, he replied : "We don't count 
that baby," pointing to an infant three months old, in the 
arms of a mother, whose feet were tied, whilt? she leaned 
against the side of the vehicle. 

I aiiswel-ed: ''The mother was a slave, and tlie child 
was born in bondage. You claim the mother, and of course 
the child is kidnapped ; and ss you profess to be a lam-
abiding citizen, and a1.e violating the statute, I arrest the 
entire conrpany." 

He warmly protested, and threatened resistance. 
He said, "Take the baby ; what in 11-11 do we want of 

the baby ? We waut grown people.'' 
The mother began to weep. One of my men mas touched, 

and, turning to me with pleading tone, inquired if I would 
separate the mother and child. 
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The display of a dozen of Colt's revolvers, by myself and 
issistants, satisfied my excited friend that I was in  earnest in 
expressing my interpretation of the lam. I sprang into the 
wagon, and with my saber's point cut the ropes. 

This, I think, was the first practical application of the 
priilciple of the famous Emancipation Proclamation of later 
date. 

I directed the homes' heads to be turned toward Wash- 
ington, when the owner and driver of the load remonstrated, 
and said, with an oath : 

"Lct the niggers wallr to Washington." 
I said, "No. YOU brought them here, arid must carry 

them back." 
The poor captives sank on their knees ; the venm~able old 

man exclaiming, with uplifted Ilnilds, "Bless God !" and the 
mother adding, ''God bless Colonel Baker !" 

I took them to my headquarters anfl set them at liberty. 
This transaction, of course, brought upon my head the 

curses of the slsveholders of Lower Afaryland. But I had 
violated no law, on account of the fortunate presence of the 
baby. -

A delegation called on Mr. Lincoln the nest morning, pro- 
testing against the arbitrary act, producing, a s  befol.~, the 
sacred parchment. I mas snmmon~d to the T\'llite House. 
The President said : 

"Baker, a serious charge is preferred against you ;" 
directing my attention to the documer~t, with the inquiry, 
"What do you know about the case ?" 

I briefly made m y  statement, giving prominence to the 
number of the slaves, and the juvenile supernumerary. 

The Chief-Magistrate, worthy of the nation he repre-
sented, replied jocosely : "Well, Baker, I guess the baby 
saves you !" and dismissed the whole aEair, leaving the 
"contrabands" at large, and myaelf to the prosecution of 
my thankless profession. 







C H A P T E R  X I V .  

EXGLISB SYNPATHY WITH THE SOUTH-NEGRO-HATE fPJ 

WASHINGTON. 


dn English Emissary of the South-Be Deceives the Secretary of State-My he 
quaintance with Him-The Fruitless Effort to Betray Me-The Journey to the 
Old Capitol Prison-Negro-hate in the National Capital. 

MTTCHhas been said and written about English sympathy 
and co-operation with the South. Perhaps nothing can give 
the extent and success of this alliance n more just prominence 
in the record of the war than some account of its practical 
operations, involving the highest official position, but with- 
out the least intimation of inability or disloyalty. On tlie 
contrary, the narrative only reveals tlie deliberate and skillful 
conspiracy of tllr abettors of treason in the "mother coun-
try," deceiving the most intelligent st:ttesmansllip, because 
it seemed impossible that the betrayal of confidence could 
appear i11 the disguise of cultare, friendship, and appreciated 
courtesies from the most eminent men in the Government. 

During tlle first years of the rebellion, an Englishman 
made his appearance in Washington, wliose apparent interest 
in the loyal cause, and his open denunciations of tlie rebel 
leaders, attracted tlre attention of our able Secretary of 
State. He gained ready access to other officers of the GOV 
ernment. 

So completely had he won the confidence of Mr. Sewa13 
that he received letters to the commander of the Departmerrt 
of the Shenandoah Valley. With them he waited upon that 
officclr,. and was shown the usual attentions which follow 
~llcii  an introduction. From the commanding general he 
received a carte blanche to visit the outposts whenever he 
tllonglr t proper. Disregarding the obligations sncli favws 
imposed, he passed the Federal lines beyond Winchester, 
and boldly entered tlie camp of Stonewall Jackson, boasting 

1 4  
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of his deception, and receiving similar civilities to those 
shown him by the Union officers. H; remained several ' 

days on hostile soil, and then returned to Washington, after 
having received from Jackson permission to cross his lines 
at any time, day or night. 

While he was in Washington, he soon, by his suspicious 
bearing, his secret meetings with well-known secessionists, 
awakened my suspicions. Upon inquiry, I learned that he 
was a sympathizer with the South, and a reputed correspond- 
ent of a London paper. 

In  the prosecution of my inquiries, I ascertained that he 
mas an accredited writer for the English press, and mas 
assured that the stranger was a reliable gentleman. But 
believing that, if my British friend had facilities for passing 
the lines of both armies, he could give me important intelli- 
gence, I decided to cultivate his acquaintance. I accordingly 
wrote him a friendly note requesting him to call at my. head- 
quarters, which he soon after did. He opened the conversa- 
tion by an effort to impress my mind with his importance as ti 
detective in the Union service, being able to cross both lines 
at pleasure. He further informed me that he had just returned 
from Stonewall Jackson's camp, and had given to our Gen- 
eral B. valuable information. He claimed to occupy neu- 
tral ground, and naturally had but little interest in either 
side. 

Still, if I would employ and pay him, he could render 
great service to the Repnblic ; and he could obtain a cer- 
tificate from the British minister which would give him free 
entry even to the rebel capital. During the interview, 1 
detected in his conduct a revelation of his real character. 
Notwithstanding his indorsement by Government, I was 
siire of his treasonable designs. If so, he was clearly a 
dangerous man, and I determined to know more about him. 
I desired him to obtain the certificate from the English minis- 
ter referred to by him. An examination of it convinced me 
it was a forgery. I applied to the minister, who informed 
me that he knew of no such man in Washington. At our 
next meeting, upon the succeeding day, I expressed my 
regret that I had not the means of getting to rebel camps 
which he had ; adding, that with them, how easily I could 
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get the plans and movements of the enemy. The.bait was a 
Buccess. 

He replied : Nothing is easier. Go with me, and I will 
pass you along as a friend, and associate correspondent.." 

He detailed minutely the plan, and we agreed to leave 
in company the next morning for Harper's Ferry, en route 
to General Jackson' s quarters. 

About eleven o'clock that night, when leaving my office, 
I received the following note, handed me by a colored man :-

COLONELBAPER:-
Beware of that Englishmml He has devised a plot to betray you. For 

God's sake, don't go with him. 
Mss. -. 

The missive was written by a true-hearted Union woman, 
seamstress in one of the aristocratic secession families of 

Washington. 
This revelation increased my anxiety to become his trav- 

eling companion. I left Washington with him, according to 
appointment, and reached Winchester in due time, by rail. 
The rebel picket-line was between that place and Stanton. 

Remaining incog. myself, my friend proceeded to, General 
B.'s headquarters and procured passee for both. Hiring 
a horse and buggy, we proceeded toward Stonewall Jack- 
son's headquarters, he suggesting that it mould not probably 
be safe to go directly to them without giving notice of our 
arrival within the lines. Four miles from them, we halted 
at a farm-house, where he said he was acquainted, a,ndpro-
posed to send the message ,to camp. I mas introduced prop- 
erly, and, after an excellent sqpper, a letter was mitten and 
read to me by him, addressed to the rebel chief, announcing 
our proximity, and that me would report to him in the morn- 
ing. A trusted house servant mas called, and received his 
instructions in regard to the delivery of the note. 

, 'Carelessly sauntering forth into the yard, I followed him 
by a circuitous route to his shanty, and asked him if he had 
the letter. 

"Yes, massa," he replied ; " which of de letters 8" hand-
ing me two-the one which I had seen, and another to the 
Chief of Staff, rnnning thus :-
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Have just arrived, and am nt Mr. -'a house. Have with me the 
Yankee detective, Baker. Send and capture us both. 

I took these notes, sealed the envelopes, gave them to the 
bearer, and told him to hurry as fast as possilde. He leR, 
and I returned to the dwelling, where my compazion was 
conversing with the lady of the house. 

I t  was seventeen miles to the rebel headquarters, and I 
knew the servant could not get back ilntil morning. I de-
termined to await the issue. I occupied the same bed with 
the Englishman ; but passed a sleepless night. He was 
singularly restless toward morning, often going to the win. 
dow, to catch a glimpse of the expected cavalry, or hear the 
echo of the hoofs. He complained of being ill. At seven 
o' clock the messenger arrived ; I had detected, from the 
movements of all around me, some great event was expected. 

The servant was eagerly questioned, who said he had 
delivered the letters according to orders. 

Breakfast was dispatched, and nine o'clock came, when 
I proposed to my associate that me wait no longer for a 
special invitation, bnt go forward to General Jackson' s 
camp. He acquiesced ; our carriage was brought to the 
door, the farewell spoken to the family, and me mere on 
our may. 

Great surprise mas expressed by my friend that no reply 
had been received to the note. I apologized for the ap- 
parent neglect, 'on the ground of urgent business, and urged 
that, we hasten on. 

When about four miles from our hospitable home for the 
night, we came to four corners, and I inquired :-

''Which road leads to Winchester ? " 
He pointed with his whip, saying : "That one." 
I said : ''Stop a moment !" sprang from the buggy, drew 

and cocked my six-shooter within six inches of his head, 
exclaiming : "You scoundrel, you are m y  prisoner. I have 
only been waiting to see how far you mould go, and what 
shape Four base design mould take." 

He turned deadly pale, and tried to speak, when I added : 
"Don't open your mouth ; if you do, I'll blow your brains 
out." 
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Directing him to alight, I drew a pair of handcuffs from 
my pocket, wrapped in a newspaper, which I deliberately 
unrolled ; and with my pistol in my left hand, with my right 
I clasped the manacles on his wrist, and said :-

"you have attempted to betray me,; if y o ~ ~  make a3 
effort to alarm any one, or try to indicate who I am, I will 
shoot you dead. If you go quietly along, you shall not be 
hort. Now, get into the buggy." , 

I took my pistol, put tlie muzzle under the cushion of the 
seat, and with my left hand drove the horse. Fortunately, 
we met no rebel soldiers, and not a word was spoken until 
me came to within half a mile of the rebel picket-line, when I 
drove to the side of the fence, told my prisoner to alight, and 
entered with him a strip of woods, passed safely the picket, 
and at four o'clock the following morning me were at Win- 
chester. 

I handed the traitor temporarily over to the military 
authorities, and sought repose. -Afew hours later, I started 
for TVasllington, and upon m y  arrival placed him in the Old 
Capitol prison, whose records will disclose his name. 

In this connection, chronologically, one or two incidents 
will present in bold relief the unparalleled malignity of 
feeling cherished by the rebels and their friends tomard an 
unoffending race, because it mas the providential occasion 
of their troubles, and true to the instincts of huinanity in its 
desire for freedom ; a malignity intensified by the despotic 
possession and control of the body, and, so far as possible; 
of the soul of the enslaved. . 

One day I was riding toward the railway depot in Wash 
ington, when I noticed a crowd, and saw blows descending 
upon the f ~ r m  of a colored boy. Upou getting nearer, 1. 
found that a large and brutal man was amusing himself and 
the spectators by beating a well-dressed mulatto lad, who 
was bitterly crying. I sprang from the carriage, and, taking 
the ruffian by tlie arm, inquired what he mas about. Turn-
ing a savage look upon me, he drew back to strike ; but it 
has been my custom, when necessary to use weapons of 
defense, to get the 3 r d  blow or shot. Before he .could take 
his aim, he was lying on his back under my feet. The 
injured child ran -away, while a comrade, who somebow 
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recognizes me, followed, repeating my name. I then re 
entered the carriage and drove on unmolested. 

There mas another instance of fiendish hate, in which a 
woman was the principal actor. I was crossing the street, 
upon a dismal night, when just before me walked a lady in 
splendid attire, attended by a gentleman. Further on was 
a poor colored girl, clearing the pavement, as well as she 
could with her dilapidated broom, from the snow water and 
mud, for the penny any passer-by might drop into her hand. 
She stepped back at the approach of the couple referred to, 
and extended her hand. The Southern lady leaned toward 
the little mendicant, and, with a spiteful push, laid her flat 
in the flooded street. She rose again, dripping and shiver- 
ing. I confess I mas angry ; and, going before her, I re-
marked :-

"That was very unladylike ; a specimen of the politeness 
of the chivalry, I suppose ? " 

She replied excitedly : ''How dare you speak thus to 
me !" adding epithets of scorn toward the abolitionist. 

Her escort then took up the gauntlet, and inquired m y  
name, handing me his card. I told him, and invited him to 
call. Both parties were bound for the post-office, where me 
a p i n  met, and again the lady's fri6nd demanded satisfaction. 
I gave him a glimpse of my six-shooter, and intimated that 
he had better drop the subject, which he decided to do, and 
I heard no more from him. 



C H A P T E R  X V .  

GIGANTIC VICES OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL 

Gambling and the Gamblers-The Purpose to Break up the Dens Discouraged-The 
Midnight Raid-Results-Drinking and Liquor Saloons-The Descent upon them 
-Broken up-Licentiousness and its Patrons-The Raid on their Haunts st Dead 
of Night-The Arrests. 

I IIAVE made some disclosures respecting the contraband 
trade in gaming-cards ; but it remains .now to record tlie 
prevaleuce and ruinous effects of the vice of gambling itself, 
during the mar, pre-eminently in the National capital. I 
have no desire to exaggerate the evils that lurk in the high 
or low places of society ; to speak of Washington in a carp- 
ing tone, as if it had been, or is, a Sodom beyond redemp- 
tion ; nor do I wish to magnify my office at the expense of 
any man's fair fame, whatever his position. 

But I can not be true to myself, the bureau I represented, 
nor yet to the people for whose sake P send fort11 thew 
annals, and omit a narrative which will surprise and sadden 
thousands. And may tlie country we love, the families, the 
yovltli of tlie land, profit by the recital. It is well known, 
that there have always been in large cities what are called 
6 6 gambling hellsv-costly houses, fitted up with elegance, 

and furnished with everything to attract the eye, and lend 
fascination to the destructive pastime. Indeed, many virtu- 
ous citizens earnestly defend the existence of this and other 
unblushing vices as necessary evils ; when, there can be no 
crime'which the law sliould not reach, and mill, if fearlessly 
wielded by its officers, and they, in turn, are sustained by 
the people. 

lu  Washington, gambling increased naturally and inev- 
itably, with the progress of the mar. It is not a pleasant 
thing to say, that the patronage of the gaming-table had 
been drawn largely from members of Congress; to whom 
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were added, with the increasing number of officers gathering 
to the capital, many high in military command. With the 
demand for such haunts of "sporting men," their number 
multiplied until I had a.list of more than a hundred liouses, 
many o f  which mere gorgeous beyond description. The 
fitting up  .of a single -place of this kind cost twenty-five 
thousand dollars.. 

The terrible fact which drew my attention to the subject 
was the discovery that nine in every ten of the defalcations 
by paymasters, and others in the employment of the Govern- 
ment, were occasioned in every instance by  losses a t  the 
card table. I recovered forty thousand dollars which had 
passed into the hands of gamblers f ~ o m  those of ,z trusted 
and respected official. 

I called on the military commander of the district, and 
was discouraged in my purpose of testing the statute on 
gaming in the capital. The popular acqniescence in this 
state of things, the patronage of distinguislled men, and the 
character of the proprietors of the "hells," were the argu 
ments used by that officer. Still, I mas not convinced, but 
the more decided to proceed to business. 

I accordingly mustered m y  entire force of assistants, and 
detailed to them my plans. We were to move at tlie same 
moment, surround the dozen or more gaming-houses on 
Pennsylvania Avenue, and at tlie designated time, to pre-
vent any concert of action by the proprietors, or conceal-
ment of their business, to enter a ~ i d  break them up. I t  was 
half-past two o'clock in the morning, when the dash was 
made, the gamblers arrested, an'd their houses closed. 

The next morning brought intense excitement among the 
sporting gentlemen-some denouncing the interference, and 
others offering bribes. A number of them raised a sum of 
more than twenty thousand dollars for me, if I would allow 
them to resume their lucrative calling. It is scarcely neces- 
sary to say, that I refused to pause in the reform commenced. 

Mr. Lincoln sent for me, and I repaired to the White 
Eouse, to find him qarelessly sittilig in shirt-sleeves and 
slippers, ready to receive me. He said :-

b L  TtTell, Baker, what is the trouble between you and the 
gamblers ? " 
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I told my story. He laughed, and said :-
"I used to play penny-ante when I ran a flat-boat ont 

West: but for many years have not touched a card." 
I stated to him the havoc gambling mas making with the 

army, alluded to before, when he approved my course, but  
reminded me of the difficulties in the may of reform. 

I replied : "I can not fight the gamblers and the Govern- 
ment both." 

The President replied : '' You won't have to fight me." 
I added : " It is a fight ; and all I ask is fair play : that 

the Government mill let me alone, and I will break u p  the 
l~usiness." 

Acd, mill1 this perfect understanding, me parted for the 
time. 

Remarked one of the gamesters to me : '' After all, I don't 
care ; it has cost me five thousand dollars a month to Beep 
officers still." 

The result was, the business was effectually spoiled in 
Washington, and some of the leaders in it reiiloved to other 
cities ; the power of wllolesome law mas vindicated, the offend- 
ers pnnislled, and Washington saved, for the time, from one 
of its greatest curses ; nle~l-of commanding positio11 exposed, 
and young men saved from the serpent's (:harm and fang. 

I shall leave this topic with the final report made to the 
proper authority :-

I 
OPFICEPROVOST-MARSIIALWAR DEPARTUZNT, 

W r s ~ l s o ~ o a ,Asyurt  26, 1563. 1 
Eon. E. A. STAXTOX,Secretary of War :-

S I R - ~  hare the honor to sllb~nit tho following statement in relation to  
certain illegal establishments in this city, al:d the steps taken by me for their 
suppression. 

I refer to  the gambling-houses of Washington. The evils that grow 
lirectly out of the unrestrained practice of garubling are too apparent, and 
a re  beel: too often and eloquently described, to require more tlian the Inere 

mention to awaken the indignation of all honest :111(1 true Inen, and call forth 
the nlost strenuous efforts for their suppression. Tlle pecu1i:lr ch:irncter of 
the population of this city, colnposed largely of young 11iel1 re~lioi-ed fi-om the 
restraints of home, and the icfluences of the f i ~ ~ ~ ~ i l y  cil.cle, otiers inducements 
to the gambling fraternity by mllich they have thus far 1:lrgely profited. 
There are more professional galnblers in  this city to-dny, t11:in in the city of 
New Tork, and tn-o weeks since there \teere inore gambling-l~onses. 

l!~tvehad remrtetl to me no less than c r e  hundred and sixty-three of 
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these establishments, where games of chance mere openly permitted, and 
where gathered nightly, hundreds, and I might perhaps say with truth, thon- 
sands of the young and middle-aged men of this city, including always a large 
proportion of persons in Goverr~ment employ. In  such dens of ruin could be 
found almost every night officers of all grades, paymasters and other disburs- 
ing officers, clerks in the different departments, and persons whose escape 
from certain ruin lay in the direction of abusing the pntlic trusts confided to 
them, and retrieving their ldsses at the expense of tho Government. 

I might cite cases of this nature where' disgraced officials of prominent 
stantling have openly pointed to gamblers and gambling-Lou-es as the causes 
of their downfall; and in more than one instance Government money to a 
large arnount has been recovered fro111 parties who knew perfectly well that 
their plunder was the proceeds of official crime and dishonor. 

So gigantic had this evil become, so utterly, through powerful local influ- 
ences, beyond the control of the civil authorities, so intense the desire for its 
6upl)ression by those who know its significance as a leading inducement to 
crime, and the most prominent element in demoralizing both the officers and 
men of our armies, that I resolved upon the adoption of the only remedy 
available and sure of success, and that was to peremptorily close every 
k~io\vn gambling-house in the city. 

About two weeks since I received orders and detailed officers for that 
purpose, and those 'orders have been so effectively carried into execution, 
that public gambling has entirely ceased, and will not be resumed so long as 
tile control of tlie tnatter is left to me. ' I t  is true that  t11e men who have 
carried on tliis infamous business still remain in the city, that they are Inbor- 
ing, by every means that money can purchase or influence command, to pro- 
cure a reversal of my orders, and recotnrnence their depretlations upon Gov- 
erument officials, under the shadow of Government authority. 

I am credibly informed that movements are being macle, by parties claim- 
ing high consicleration in official quarters. \vitii the vie\\- of protecting tho 
interests of the unemployed gamblers, and reopening tlie doors of those 
gambling hells which I hare summarily closed, but which, if unlocked, will 
again be filled with crowds of swindlers and tlieir unhappy victims. 

I have thought i t  my duty, under a full knowledge of all the facts in the 
case, to thus briefly call your attention to the matter, in the earnest hope 
that the efforts I have made-to rid this city of its greatest pest and nuisance 
will receive the approbation and earnest support of tlie War Department and 
of the Government authorities. 

I am,sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) L. C. BAKER, 

Colonel and Provost-Xarshil War Department. 

Upon reading the above report, my course mas fully sus 
tained by  the Secretary of War, who, when convinced of 
the existence of a, wrong, mas ever ready and prompt tQ 



act to the extent of his jurisdiction and influence for its sup-
pression. 

Another kindred and gigantic vice mas unblushing~y 
doing its work of death, which I could not overlook. The 
most superficial observer of Washington must have noticed 
the unusual number of drinking places, in every forin and 
under every possible disguise. Wherever soldiers mere 
stationed, or army work in progress, theru was seen at least 
the beer barrel and whisky demijohn. Old street corners 
and vacant lots mere occupied with the bar, around which lay 
the intoxicated victi~ns of their poison-the "bops in blue." 
In the suburbs, under the shadow of hospitals, and beside 
bridges, tlie liquor booth mas reared, until it was estimated 
that not less tlian thirty-seven I'undred sucli fountains of 
ruin were in active operation. In spite of the most stringent 
municipal and military regulations, tlie traffic went on un-
checked, and daily increasing. The imposition of a fine, or 
incarceration for a few hours in a guard-house, mas a mere 
joke to the speculators in the morals and lives of men. But 
to enter the saloons, and, wvitli the heavy blows of the ax, 
to crush in the barrel-head, bring decanters in fragments to 
the floor, and then lay the structure itself in ruins, was too 
expensive a jest to be often repeated. 

In tlir vicinity of Twenty-second and G Streets mere tlie 
headc~uart~rs Here were located of tlie depot quartermaster. 
the Governnlent wvztrt?houses, storehouses, worfishops, manu- 
factories, and corrals, employing eight thousn~idmen or 
more. 

Two sides of an entire square mere occupied by tlie low- 
est places of intoxication. In many of them, tlie e ~ t i r e  stock 
in trade mas a cask of lager beer ana a gallon of unlrnomn 
and villainous compound called Bourbo~i whisky, dealt ou 
in an old rusty tin cup, at ten cents per drink. In  these 
dens could be seen, at all hours of the day and night, the 
common soldier, tlie teamster, and the mechanic. I distinct-
ly recollect, that on the eve of an important battle, when 
necessary to dispatch to the front, at an hour's notice, a 
train of one hundred wagons, not five Government teamsters 
were sufliciently sober to move forward. 

lTThen a11 other means, laws, and agents had failed to 
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@ch and remedy the frightful evil, my aid, it mill appear 
from the correspondence quoted, was invoked. I officially 
gave notice to the occupants of these saloons, that they must 
close them by four o'clock, the next day, or take the conse- 
quences of a refusal to comply. 

They had so often before been warned, that no attention 
was given to my caution. At the expiration of the appointed 
time, with my employees, all armed with axes, I proceeded 
to the dens of Bacchus, and commenced the work of destruc- 
tion. Soori the long lines of liquor shops were leveled to 
the ground, and only broken and empty barrels, crushed 
decanters, and rubbish remained. 

In  one case, when the demolition began, the proprietor, 
with pencil and paper, made an inventory of his property. 
When asked what he proposed to do wit11 it, he replied: 
"Make a bill," and scratched away. 

I replied: "It is hardly worth the while to present to 
the Governnlent a bill for a few decanters and rattlesnalre 
whisky , I think I will tear down the house over your head, 
and then you can nlake out a bill worth your while." 

The assembling of a large army at the capital aJso drew 
after it those camp-followers who, of all lost humanity, are 
the most degraded-fallen women. While the gambler and 
liquor-seller's den sprang up at the first sonnd o f  \r;kr, as if 
spontaneously from the earth ~vhicli echoed the tramp of 
armies, from every city came the painted wreck of moman-
hood, and hired the room at the fashionable hotel, the 

.dwelling, the abandoned chamber, or the negro cabin, to 
traffic in the virtue, health, domestic peace, and highest 
interests of men. Along the Potomac, in front of Washing- 
ton, stretching for fifteen miles along the banks, lay the 
Union troops. 

The horses of staff officers, the ambnlarice, and orderlies, 
could be seen during the night, and after the snn had risen 
even, waiting before the kennels of vice, for those who were 
within them. 

Nor are the instances few, where the pretty, vain wife 
or daughter has been enticed over the lines, to become the 
member of the domestic military circlt?. So notorious had 
this vice become, that I appealed to the Secretary of War, 
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wllo issued an order that no coinmissioned officel or priv&8 
could enter the city without a written pass from his com-
manding general. A violation of tile order would subject 
the offender to a lodgment in the guard-house. 

For a time, the order was partially regarded, but soon set 
aside, and the corruption seemed to gain strength by the tem- 
porary check. At length, for the two-fold purpose of en-
forcing the order and exposing to public contempt the trans- 
gressors, I decided to make a descent upon some of t h ~  
rtgwesentatiae houses of this class. 

' The scenes which transpired at the hour of midnight, in 
these dens of corruption, beggar language. 

At an hour appointed, and mit.h a concerted plan, similar 
in all its details to that which was sprung upon tile gamblers, 
with my force I made a raid upon the disreputable houses. 

The moment came, the signal was given, doors were 
opened, tile ~vindo~vs raised, and a scene of confusion and 
comico-tragic nature followed, which must have been wit- 
nessed to llave been appreciated. Faces quits covered to 
avoid recognition, gas turned off, and a. general stampede of 
gentlemen sporting martial emblems, were some of the inci- 
deilts attending the onset upon the intreficlrmmts of vice 
in mid~ligllt quiet of tile nation's capital. Between sixty 
and st~ventyofficers and Inen 1vel.e arrested and locked up 
in the guard-house, for reflection upon their suddenly inter- 
rupted debauchery. 

When General Bnrnside opened fire upon Fmdericks-. 
burg, which mas tlle first assault upon the town, the notice 
of bombardment given to the inhabitants was so short, 
that their flight from the city mas a wild and hasty stam- 
pede, leaving the many palatial residences of this ancient 
seat of Virginia aristocracy in all the completeness of their 
peaceful occup.znc~. Among the first troops who crossed the 
river mere those commanded by Brigadier-General -
upon reaching the elegant mansion of Commodore G., they 
immediately tore down the rich curt;tins, and pillaged the 
apartments adorned witth expensive works of art, broulgllt 
by members of tile family from Europe. The feeling among 
the troops then seemed to be, that an enemy's house and 
"chattels personal " lvere common plunder. Oil paintings. 
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bronze statuary, and family relics, were appropriated by the 
military visitors to the house of Commodore G., and seized 
by me upon their arrival at Washington. A few days later, 
the accomplished and beautiful Mrs. T., sister of Commodore 
G., came to the capital, and, dreading to meet me, as I after-
ward learned, on account of the rumors which had reached 
her, that I was gifted with a special ferocity of nature, 
applied to Dr. S., a distinguished physician of Washington, 
whose acquaintance I had formed in a sick-room, who vol-
unteered to accompany her to my office, assuring her of 
respectful treatment. 

With evident trepidation, she entered the room, and 
stated her errand. An elegant bronze horse, which had 
ornamented her brother's house, was then standing on m y  
safe. I told her I saw no reason why these domestic trea- 
sures, including heavy silver-ware, bearing the family name, 
should not be restored. The next day she called again, and 
spent some time looking over the opened boxes of these 
family relics. She said at length :-

"Can I have these again 2"  
" Certainly, madam ; they are of no use to the Govern- 

ment." 
Sb.e burst into tears, thanked me, and retired. 



C H A P T E R  X V I .  

A P E R I L O U S  A D V E N T U R E .  

Pope's Defeat -Banks's Advance-The Importance of communicating with him-
The Successful Attempt-Rebel Pursuers-The Escape. 

s 


ONE of the most disastrous defeats of the Union army 
mas that of General Pope, when he mas driven through the 
mountains of the Blue Ridge by General Lee, in the autumn 
of 1863. General Banks had left the Shenandoah Valley, 
but knew nothing of the perilous condition of the army 
he was hastening to join, nor the danger that mould attend 
his advance, with Lee's entire army across his path. To 
save his battalions, it was necessary to communicate to him 
the movements of the two armies. Excepting the route from 
Washington to Centreville, the rebels had full possession, 
and the road mas exceedingly perilous. Innumerable rumors 
were floating about Washington, to the effect that Banks had 
met Lee, and mas annihilated. The Secretary of War was 
unable to obtain any information of him. He had dispatched 
two messengers with instructions to him not to attempt a 
junction with Pope. One of them mas captured, and the 
other came back, after several fruitless attempts to get be-
yond Centreville, and refused to risk his life further. 

Secretary Stanton, in this emergency, sent for me, and 
asked me if I had a man on my force daring and sagaoioua 
enough to carry the dispatches to Banks. 

"If yon mill prepare your messages," said I, "I mill 
see that they are delivered ; or, at any rate, that an attempt 
is made to deliver then]." 

1got ready at once for the uncertain excursion, and 
reported to Mr. Stanton for orders. He gave me the dis- 
patches, which I concede? under my clothes, nest to my 

!5 
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body, and, mounting the celebrated racehorse 'cPatcl~en, ' 
I galloped away from the Capital at six o'clock in the 
evening, reaching Centreville at ten. I reported to Gen- 
eral McDowell, and requested a fresh and fleet horse. I 
waited an hour, when the black clouds, which. had been 
gathering overhead for some time, began to pour down a 
steady rain, and the air grew chill and dismal. 

The darkness was almost impenetrable to the vision. The 
roads were in a wretched condition-muddy, broken, aild 
frequently obstructed. No horse, fit for such a journey-a 
journey requiring one sure of foot, swift, and perfectly 
trained-could be found at that hour of the night, in the 
disorder of the army, and "Patchen " had already carried 
his owner thirty-five miles along a rough and toilsome route. 

These mere the considerations which urged me to remain 
at McDowell's head-quarters until the journey might be com- 
menced with better auguries of safety. The darkness, how- 
ever, in itself was not unfavorable to the enterprise. By 
its help, 1inight hope to pass through regions occupied by 
the rebels, which mould be utterly clmed to me in daylight 
or moonlight. I coulci depend on "Patchen," in every 
emergency, to the extent of liis strength, while a strange 
horse might give me infinite trouble, and involve me in 
great danger. But, above all, Banks's army must be saved, 
and hours were precious. 

As the only alternative, I remounted "Patchen," and 
plunged into the darkness. I t  was eight miles from Ma- 
nassas by the direct route, but I took the Gainesville road, 
which mould increase the distance to twenty-four miles. 
After pursuing my benighted way, often guided solely by 
the instinct of the noble animal that bore me, at daybreak 
I came upon traces of the army for which I was searching. 
An interview with General Banks immediately followed, 
which conveyed to him the first intelligence of Pope's 
defeat, mith orders to march for Alexandria as rapidly as 
possible. 

Having accomplished the object of my adventure-to 
the great relief of that officer, who mas intensely anxious 
to hear from Washington-within an hour I was on my 
way mith dispatches to the Secretary of War. I determined, 
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without delay, to risk a daylight journey back, and re-
traced my way to Bristow Station, from which, to avoid a 
circuitous course, I started for the rebel lines. After riding 
two miles, I caught a glimpse of tlle rebel army, in rapid 
march eastward, toward the old Bull Run battle-ground. 
There mere infantry, cavalry, and artillery, in detached 
squads, occupying the entire country ahead, with occa~ 
sionblly a small opening between them. Prudence would 
have dictated a speedy retreat, and as wide a circnit as 

{would really be necessary for safety ; but I was very 
anxious to save the distance. I rode down to within three 
hundred yards of the line, and attempted to discover an 
opportunity for slipping through. 

I loitered in the rear for three-quarters of an hour, and 
finally observed an opening -a break in the train ; and, 
though I 11rould certainly be seen, and must take my 
chances with the bullets, I determined to make tlle effort 
to  pass at this point. I took my six-shooter in my right 
hand, partly concealing it at my side, grasped the reins 
firmly with my left, and started, at first slowly and csn-
tiously, down the road. Before I had gone far, I was dis- 
covered and hailed. I made no answer, and immediately 
became a target for every soldier within hearing distance. 
I now nerved myself for a quick and desperate venture, 
and gave my horse the spurs. It was necessary either to 
turn back, or to pass within thirty feet of a mllole squad 
of infantry-that being the only opening. I again lay 
down upon the neck of "Pstchen," who shot by like an 
arrow. As he passed the troops, they tired, and the bullets 
flew thickly about him ; but horse and rider escaped unhurt 
I raised myself in the saddle, and, with pistol j11 hand, 
waved an adieu to my disappointed foes : tlren bending 
again to "Patchen's" neck, he bore me rapidly from tlruir 
sight. A cavalry force, *ho had heard the firing, ~ iom 
appeared in the distance, and began to discllnrge their car- 
bines at me. 

Tile cavalry at first numbered as many as forty. They 
continued the pnrsuit for a mile, when, one by one, they 
,began to lag behind, firing generally an ineffectual parting 
&hot. I t  was not long until only six or eight, who had 
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remarkably good horses, follo~ved me, and they mere too 
far behind to fire with any accuracy of aim. Sometimes. 
however, I became entangled in brush, or temporarily 
impeded by mud; and, on two or three occasions, the 

'foremost man rode to within twenty yards and fired. 
For nine miles I did not slacken my pace. Only three 

of the party mere now chasing me, the rest having fallen 
behind. My horse mas covered with foam and dust, and 
began to show signs of failing strengthlthe necessary result 
of so long travel, at so rapid a pace. My powers mere 
~t~rainedto their utmost capacity. I had ridden almost 
continuously over a hundred miles, through mud, and 
rain, and darkness ; but this closing excitement called u p  
the latent powers which every man possesses, but which 
only lend their aid in the direst emergency. I saw a little 
hill ahead, and spurred on to get fairly over it before the 
other party reached its foot. I passed over, and was out 
of sight for the minute.' I wheeled sharply round, and 
turned into a thick clump of pines, a little to the right, and 
there dismounting, stood holding by the saddle. 

I remained perfectly still, and the party rode past. They 
.went on for a considerable distance, when one of them, 
perceiving that there was nobody ahead, turned his horse 
a'Jout, and rode back. He came toward the pines, glancing 
eagerly this way and that. He was not more than twenty 
yards from me, when a movement of "Patchen" revealed 
his hidden man. My pursuer saw at a glance my position. 
and raised his carbine to fire. 

A crisis had come in the encounter, and, raising the 
pistol still in my hand, I discharged it. at my enemy. The 
horse sprang forward, .and- his rider fell. I then leaped 
into the saddle, gave the mounded man, who was on the 
point of rising, another shot, and rode out into the beaten 
path. he other two, hearing, the report of the pistol, 
returned to the pursuit, while I struck off, at a right angle 
with the path, to pass them unobserved. They stlw me, 
however, and dashed forward with great speed, one of them 
k i n g  his carbine, in the desperate endeavor to prevent my 
escape. Each backward glance revealed the frenzied excite* 
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ment of my foes, and their determination, at all hazards, to 
take me, either dead or alive. 

I now came to the banks of Bull Run, where the final 
struggle for dear life and liberty mas at hand. The stream 
was swollen, and it would require the best exertions of my 
good steed to swim it. I knew that if the pursuers reached 
the bank before I reached the other side, I should be at t l ~  
mercy of their bullets. On the other hand, I knew tha 
the Unioil forces occupied the opposite side of the stream- 
that being the boundary of the picket line-and that if I 
should sncceed in getting across safely, the peril for that 
day mas over. 

I spurred my horse to his final effort of speed, and was 
well ahead when I arrived at the stream. I plunged into it, 
and "Patchen" bravely breasted the swift current. It was 
only eight or ten yards wide, and this distance was soon 
accomplished; but the bank on the north side was almost 
perpendicular, and t$he horse made two or three ineffectual 
efforts to scale it. I heard distinctly the shouts of the two 
men behind me, and, cheering ''Patchen " with encouraging 
words, which he evidently understood as well as his rider, 
he sprang forward, and in a moment stood proudly on the 
top of the bank, while the echo of a shot, intended for me, 
died away over the waters from which I had just emerged. 

I dismounted, and went to the edge of the declivity to 
watch the movements of 1n-y pursuers. The first galloped 
down to the margin of the stream, and, after considerable 
urging, hiu horse com~nenced swimming across. Before T 
had occasion to fire, the Union pickets upon the bluff, hav- 
ing heard the enemy's shot; made their appearance. I 
shouted to them, and told them I mas the bearer of dis-
patches to the Secretary of War,and was chased by rebels. 
Immediately four or five bullets were' on the way to the 
Confederate horseman, who was midway in the stream. 
He tumbled from his -saddle, and floated down the river, 
whose current was tinged with hi^. blood. His comrade 
took the hint and disappeared in the distance. 

Relieved from the peril of pursuit, I remounted "Patch-
en," and moved leisurely toward Washington, where 1 
arrived at three o'clock, P. M., and reported to the Riu 
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Depttdtment. I had ridden one hundred and twenty-four 
miles since a b u t  six o'clock of the preceding afternoon, 
without a moment's sleep. I went to my quarters u6terly 
prostrated with exhaustion. From the time the pursuit 
began, to have my pistol ready in my right hand, I had 
constantly held the rein in my left, which became so badly 
swollen, it required careful dressing for more than a week. 
Poor "Patchen" looked more dilapidated than his master, 
and required good nursing for over a fortnight. 

Mr. Stanton expressed his satisfaction at *the result in a 
characteristic manner, by simply saying to me, after reading 
my dispatches and hearing my story: "Well, go and tell 
Mr. Lincoln." 



C H A P T E R  X V I I .  

SPECULATIOW AND FRAUD. 

Devices of Contractors-Detection of Forage Contractor-Appeal to the Preaidcab-
Further Frauds as "Silent Partner". - I 

MANYof the ingenious devices resorted to by contractors, 
by which, to gain their fraudulent ends without risk of 
detection have already been disclosed ; but I shall here 
give another illustration, which, on account of its boldnes~ 
and success, deserves especial notice. 

I detected a conspicuous Goverilment contractor in exten- 
sive speculations in the delivery of forage. He was arrested 
and placed in the "Old Capitol prison." His father, very 
indignant at his son's imprisonment on such an accusa-

.tion, which he, in simple faith, considered unmerited, and 
which would inevitably bring disgrace upon his family, 
applied to the Secretary of War for his release. The father 
was a prominent politician of Pennsylvania, and, at the time 
of his interview with the Secretary, was accompanied by 
Members of Congress, besides other friends. 

He appeared to rest in the belief that there would be 
little or no difficulty in obtaining the acquittal of his son, 
and strongly urged, as a reason, the absurdity of supposing 
that a gentleman of character so high, could have designedly 
defrauded the Government. 

But the Secretary of War, having sufficient evidence to 
be convinced of the guilt of the contractor, was unmoved bn 
his entreaties, and refused to grant his petition. . 

Not discouraged by the vain attempt, he next made 
application to President Lincoln. During this interview. 
the prisoner's cause was not the only topic of conversation, 
but Colonel Baker's discipline and rule constituted also a 
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very important and lengthy one. The patriotic Congressmen 
denounced the latter in unqualified terms, for having had 
the audacity to arrest a highly respectable citizen, arid con- 
fine him witliln the walls of the American Bastile. They 
remarked that such outrages, committed by detectives, if 
allowed, would arouse the people, who mould hurl from 
their offices these minions of power. 

They seemed to think that, if they could convirice the 
Yresident of the righteousness of their attacks upon tlie 
detective system, their work toward thF: releaw of the 
prisoner would be more speedily accomplished. 

This, with much more, delivered in a very emphatic 
manner, made so strong a plea, that Mr. Lincoln thought it 
necessary to consult me. He accordingly sent for me, and 
requested me to relate to him all the circumstances connected 
with the detection and arrest of the contractor. 

I gave him as explicit all account as I could, and then 
asked his permission to hold the prisoner in custody twelve 
hours longer; adding that if, at the expiration of that time, I 
should be unable to produce facts sufficiently proving his 
guilt, and my rightful authority for arresting him, I would 
consent to his acquittal. 

The President approved of this proposition, which was 
sent to the prisoner's friends; and the next morning, his 
father, attended by the Congressional delegation, referred 
to before, called at the War Department, to notify the 
Secretary that the President had promised to set the pris- 
oner at liberty. 

The same morning, I had carried to the Secretary of War 
an extended and unreserved confession of guilt by the con- 
tractor. This was now produced, and read in the presence 
of the whole company. Tn it, the writer very minutcly 
related the manner in which he comnlitted the frauds ; he 
also, to prove his sincerity, handed to me thirty-two thou- 
sand dollars, one of the items in his speculatioris at the 
expense of the Government. 

The effect upon so proud a father of the overwhelming 
intelligence conveyed in this full confession of the contractor, 
and before so numerous an audience, may be, perhaps, par- 
tially, but never fully imagined. The undeniable evidence 
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of his son's guilt, coming so forcibly upon him, at the very 
moment that he had fondly anticipated would clear him 
from all suspicions, and place him higher than before in 
public opinion, on account of his being so unj~zstly arrested 
and imprisoned, bowed him down mith shame and sorrow. 

The distinguished friends who had accompanied him to 
the Department, and who, with him, had anticipated a far 
different issue of their proceedings, were speechless mith 
nstonis hment and chagrin. 

The silence was finally disturbed by a melancholy allu- 
sion to the natuial depravity of man, and soon afterward 
the uncomfortable parties dispersed. 

This short but  sad sketch of the fraudulent undertakings 
of a contractor, is but a solitary instance, among mimy others 
of a similar kind, which might be recorded. 

The Secretary of War, wisely judging that the criminal 
had forfeited all just claim to public benefit, passed. an order, 
which took from him the privilege of making any further 
contracts with the Government. But so steeped in villany 
mas his nature, that he concluded to evade the order, and 
still, though in a more surreptitious manner, pursue his 
swindling operations. 

He submitted a proposal, through a partner in business, 
to the department quartermaster at Alexandria, to furnish 
what is called " mixed grain," or oats and corn, in the pro- 
portion of twenty pounds of oats and twelve of corn. It 
will be well to remark that, in this transaction, he took 
esprcial care to keep his name secret, and acted, therefore, 
a s  the "silent partner." 

Oats mere worth ninety, and corn forty cents. Up to 
this time, no mixed grain had been received fly the Govern- 
ment. The contractor, therefore, prepared a glowing state- 
ment of the advantages of the grain to the Government. 
His entllusiastic assertions regarding the advantages to be 
obtained from the mixed grain mere so convincing, that, 
upon the recommendation of the department quartermaster, 
the Government authorized a contract for the delivery of it, 

1to tlie large amount of three million bushels. 
I was ignorant of the negotiations until the affair had 

8rrj-v?d at  its consnmmation. Then, as confident ae '* 1 tad 
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been cognizant of the whole development of the transaction, 
of a fraudulent operation, I immediately commenced the 
work of its detection. 

I t  is manifest that the difference of price in tine two kinds 
of grain was considerable ; and, therefore, it was an advan- 
tage, which the contractor would not willingly let slip by, 
to deliver a greater proportion of oats t l~an of corn, as the  
price of the former was so much greater than the other. 

The profits in this single contract me may safely estimate 
at not less than the almost incredible sum of five hundred 
thousand dollars. 

At this date,' my attention was attracted to a fruitful 
source of gain at the expense of virtue, and even decency: 
the traffic in corrupt literature and art. I l ~ n o ~ vof no lower 
grade of depravity than that of this sllameless bnsiness. 
The vile book, photograph, and wood-cut, were scnttered by 
sutlers, mail agents, and others, throughout the army. I 
found them in large quantities in the mail-bags of the Gov- 
ernment. The extent to which the fiendish business of rnin-
ing the morals and bodies of men was carried, would scarcely 
be believed by the good people of the rural districts, or even 
of the cities. 

The art of photography and printing has flooded the 
country with these cheap and shameless appeals to the 
lowest and most brutal passions. No quiet hamlet is so 
sheltered by kindly moral influences, that it is not renclled 
by the poison of this trade. Rut the absence from home 
of the many thousands of our volunteers-separated as they 
were from all- the softening and elevating restraints of 
domestic: and social life-afforded an opportunity for these 
human vampires, who do their work by stealth, unknown 
before in this country. They appreciated and improved it. ' 

The illegal and infamous source of gain came to my 
knowledge in various ways and fro111 different quarters. 
The post-office being the principal channel through which 
the business was carried on, I made u formal applic a t' ]on 
to the Postmaster-General for aid in reaclling the ontrgge :-

I received all the encouragement I desired, and entered 
immediately to check, if I could not break up, the disgraca- 
ful traffic. I soon got 011 the tracls of u 1;irge ~111~1ltit;)' of t11e 
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vile goods, on their way to the army. They mere seized, 
and their estimated value, according to the purcllase-price, 
was not less than twenty-two thousand dollars. I t  was 
decided to make a bonfire of this pile of sensual trash. 
Our pure-minded President intimated that he would like to 
see the conflagration. I t  mas kindled in front of tlie White 
House, and he enjoyed the fiigllt, with tlra zest of a noble 
nature, to which vice was a loathing. 
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A FEMALE ADVENTURER. 

W o r n  in the Rebellion-Her Aid indispensable in the worst as well ae the bed 
Causes-A Spicy Letter-Miss A. J.-Vidocq's Experience. 

"A WOMAN in every plot" is almost a proverb among 
those who have had much to do with successful conspiracies 
and treachery. 

It will be recollected that Miss Ford, aid-de-camp of the 
cavalry commander Stuart, betrayed General Stough ton and 
his staff to guerrilla Moseby's band. I find a spicy epistle on 
the subject, from a lady of the first standing, among the in- 
tercepted correspondence of the war, which is a fair speci-
men of refined hate to the North, along with a touch of 
sympathy with a betrayed and captive Union officer :-

Q~osamoww. 

DEARJ.-Ins is sending off a letter, in which, I presume, she tells you the 
nezas of the day. (You know how much of that article thme is in George- 
town.) So I will commence at once with my little piece of business, althougll 
I presume you have heard that General Stoughton is now a prisoner in Rich- 
mond. Thank Heaven! He has at last reached the i-tesired haven, but I fear 
he is rather in a destitute condition. Three impudent rebels dashed into Fnir- 
fax and took the gentleman out of his bed, with a number of other soldiers, 
horses, and contrabands; and I hear that some were in a state of nudity. 
What a grand entre'e it must have been into Richmond. But while I rejoice 
that his little hands are kept irom "picking and stealing," and that his noble 
egorts for crushing this wicked rebellion are now confined within four malls, 
yet I can't help feeling rr little sorry for the discomfort he will necessarily 
ouffer, and which he richly des~rves-a prisoner among strangers, and he must 
be without clothing, money, or any of the necessaries of life. Now, Aunt 
Josie, please ask Colonel Leftrich, or any of the family, if at any time they 
go to Richmond, won't they be so kind as to  go and see him. You know, 
Joe, they are people of much wealth and standing, and no matter what Gen- 
eral Stoughton might want., in the way of money or clothing, would be most 
cheerfully returned. Probably Colonel Leftrich mould write to wme friend 



239 MKS .A. J.'S STATEMENT. . 

ill Richmond. His 'mother and sister, who were :\-it11 l i i~n at the tilnc, are 
bcitll inclined to be Southern, and would be so gl.atefu1 for any kindness shown 
ti) General Stoughton. When you write to Cousin E., nsk him, if he cotnea 
to Richmond, which lie very often does, tu go and see llitn, and do any thing 
for hinl he can. If SOU can't get any one else, please write to John Hunter, 
and beg hirn to go a t  once, arid do wliat 11e can. I highly approve of.  his 
being kept bcl~ind s bolt and bar. But please, Aunt Joe, attend to it a t  c;nce, 
and ask Colonel Leftrich if he will not write to some friend. You know, at 
least Inrr told you in her last letter, that after you left, General Stoughton 
went to Nrs. G . L.'s and got C1i:lrley's valise for me ; and lie has always been 
so remarkably kind t o  me, that I am very anxious, in some way, to repay it. 

Yours, &c., FANNIE. 

One of the most strangely romantic female histories of the 
war, which came within the investigations of the bureau, 
was that of Miss A J. 

Statements have been already made concerning female 
visitors to the army. Much of the inforniation communi- 
cated to the rebels was given by these irresponsible charac-
ters passing through rebel and Union lines. The condition 
of morals among officers who found congenial companionship 
in the society of such women, is apparent, and needs no 
coloring from pen or pencil. 

This unfortunate and degraded young woman mas arrest- 
ed, while attempting to pass the Confederate pickets, within 
three days after giving her solemn parole not to cross the 
Potornac into Virginia during the rebellion. Upon the ear- 
nest request of the Governor and a distinguished Senator of 
h5assachusetts, she mas again released from confinement, on 
parole ; after which she made the subjoined confession :-

STATEMENT OF XISS A. J. 

My name is A. J. I was born iri Cambridge, hInssuchusetts. Am twenty 
years of age. I have neither father or mother living. I have two sisters. In 
August, 1861, I left my hon~e  at CamLridge, without the kiio~vlcdge or con-
sent of nly uncle, sisters, or friends, and can1e direct to l~Tasliington, with the 
intention of offering Ing services as a hospital-nnrae, wllic11 was refused, on 
account of niy age. I then procuretl a pass from Generid T'i'ool to visit the 

.different camps in and about Baltimore. I had no 1,articular object or bnsi-
ne,s.q in the arrny, but went out of Inere curiosity. I spent some months in 
this iif:ty. While in tire various c:unps, I was t'llrnislietl by the conitnanding 
oflicerv wit11 a tent, ar~tfsolnetir~les occupied qii:~rt+*rs wit11 the ofticers. ID 
the  fall of 1862 i \\.ellt to the A ~ ~ - ~ ~ l g  uf 'tile Potorntlc, wit11 110 tli5erent sbjecr 
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in view; spent some time at General S.'s headquarters a t  Pairfax Oourt-
House. During this time was the griest of the General and liis staff officers. 
After General 8. left Fairfax Court House I went to  Centreville. I do not 
now recollect who was in command at  the time. I remained a t  Ceutreville 
but a short time, then went to Falls Cliurch, from there to Fairfax Court 
House. In June or July last I attempted to pass the Federal pickets, for tho 
purpose of visit~ng Drainesville, then outside our lines; was arrested, and 
tnken to General S.'s headquarters, and by hirn sent to General M., who at 
once released me, and sent me back to General S.'s headquarters, where I 
remained until the army returned from Maryland. General S. was then 
relieved, when I joined General K.'s command, and went to  the front, as the  
friends and companions of General C. We made our headquarters near Hart- 
wood Church. Stopping a t  this point, General I(. became very jealous of 
General G.'s attentions to  me, and went to General M.'s lieadquarters and 
charged me with being a rebel spy. I was then arrested and sent to General 
M., Military Governor of Washington, who con~mitted nie to  the Old Capitol 
Prison. I have spent two years and a half in the Union army, and during 
this time have been the guest of different officers, they furnishing me with 
horses, orderlies, escorts, sentinels at my tent, or quarter rations, &c. I have 
invariably received passes from these officers, to go and return when and 
where I pleased. During the time that I was with the Arrny of the Potomaa 
I invariably more major straps. I have repeatedly passed the outside pickets 
of the Federal army, several ~niles beyond, into the rebel lines; nnd was once 
captured by lfoseby and tnken to Alclie, to  the houSe of a Bfrs. Yankes Davis, 
whose husband is a Federal scout or spy. I was detained oue or two days, 
then allowed to return. I further state, tha.t (luring no part of the time that 
I was with the Federal army was I employed ns guide, scout, spy, or hospital- 
nurse, but, as stilted before, a cornpanion to the various couli~~a~iifing oflicers. 
9s a private frietid or companion. On the 7th day of Nove~nl)er, 1863, 1was 
released from the Old Uapitol Prison, by order of the Secretary of War. 
During the time of my confinement I became intimately ncqutrinted with 
Captain M., Mr. J. S. L., the superintendent, clerks, and others. On my 
release Mr. L. advised me to go to the house of a Mrs. BfcC., where I w m  a t  
the time of my arrest. I n  consequence of Mr. L.'s intimacy with me, during 
my imprisonment, Mr. W. discharged him. I then went to  Colonel J. A. H., 
nt the War Department, and inforrned him that L. had been discl~arged, and 
the reason. Colonel H. then directed that L. should be assigned to duty at  
General A.'s headquarters, on condition that I would leave the city and 
return to  my home at  Cambridge. I did go to Boston, as I promised, and 
Mr. L. obtained his situation at  General A.'s headquarters. I ~.emniuedaw8y 
about three weeks, when I returned to Nrs. 3lcC.l~ house. 

On my discliarge from prison, I signed a parole, one of the conditions of 
which was "that I should not enter the State of Virginia" without proper 
permission, during the rel~ellion; brit, notwithstanding this obligation, I have 
made several ineffectual attcn~pts to do so. I n  reference to 111y present arrest, 
I desire to state that I informed Mr. G .  R. that 3 had procured a paas, in con- 
necticrn with Major W., of the Treasury Depurtr~lei~t, and Mrs. hlonert, that on 



Baturday nfternoon Iast I proceeded in a carriage, with the two persons 
referred to, ~ i z . .Air. JV. and Mrs. M., to the Aquednct Bridge, mhero we 
were halted by the guard, who informed us that Mr. W. and Mrs. M. could go 
on, but that Niss J. could not; that I then returned to Mrs. SZcC.'s. I also 
informed Mr. R. that said pass was procured for me through the influence of 
a brigadier-general (not naming him). I also iuformed others, at Mrs. McC.'s, 
that I made the attempt to cross, but was turned back by the guard. During 
the entire time since my leaving home, in 1861, I have led a very roving, and, 
may be, questionable life. I am now very unwell, owing to my long confine- 
ment and other causes, and desire to  be released from custody, in order that 
I may return to my home and friends; and, if released, I pledge myself not 
to return to Washington during the present rebellion. 

The proper officer certified as follows :-

City of Wmhington, District of Columbia: 
Personally appeared before me A. J., who, being by me duly sworn, on 

her oath said that slio liad read the foregoing statement, and that she knew 
the contents thered;  that a11 the statements therein contained are true, to  
the best of her knowledge. That saidbtatement is made without fear or com- 
pulsion, or promise of reward, but freely on her part. 

The great detective, Vidocq, quoted in the first part of this 
volume, has an instance both of woman's crafty management, 
and his own, particularly interesting in this connection :-

It is very rare that a fugitive galley-slave escapes with any intention of 
amendment; most frequently the aim is to gain the capital, and then put in 
practice the vicious lessons acquired at  the Bagnes, wl~ich, like most of our 
prisons, are schools in which they perfect tlren~selvev in the art of appro- 
priating to  themselves the property of another. Nearly all celebrated robbers 
only became expert after passing some time at  the galleys. Sorne have 
undergone five or six sentences before they became thorough scoundrels; 
such as the famous Victor Desbois, and his cornrade, Mongecet, called Le 
Tambour (Drummer), who, during various visits to Paris, committed a vast 
tiiany of those robberies on which people love to descant as proofs of boldness 
and address. 

These two men, who, for many years, I\-ere sent awsy with every chain, 
and as frequently escaped, were once morb back again in  Paris; the police 
got informati011 of it, and I received the orders to search for thern. .411 testi- 
fied that they had acquaintances with other robbers no less formidable than 
themselves. A music mistress, whose son, called Noel wit11 the Spectacles, a 
celebrated robber, was suspected of l~arboritlg these thieves. M:~damct Noel 

n well-educated wo!nan, and an ad111ir;1bIe iiiusicia11; s l ~ e  was esteemed a 
most accomplished performer by the middle class of tratlespeople, who 
employed her to give lessons to  their daughters. She was well known in the 
uarias and the Quartier Saint Denis, where the polish of he-, manners the 

16 
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elegnnce of her language, the gentility of her dress, and that .ndeficr bnl,Ie 
air of superiority, which the reverses of fortune can never entirely tlesti-oy, 
gave rise to the current belief t l~n t  she was a luember of one of those niiinerons 
ftilniiies to who111 the Revolution had only left its liauteur anil its regrets. 

To those who heard and saw her, without being acquaintecl, XIatliime Kcel 
was a most interesting little women; and besides, there was something to11c11 
ing in her situation ; i t  mas n mystery, and no one knew ullat had ber,ome of 
her hnsband. Some said that she had been early left in a state ot' urido~v- 
liood ; others, that she had been forsaken : and a third ~ffirmed that she was 
a victim of seduction. I know not which of these conjectures approaches 
nearest the truth, but I know very well that Madame Noel was a lictle bru- 
nette, whose sparkling eye and rognisll look were softened down by tirat 
gentle demeanor, which seerned to increase the sweetness of her smile, and 
the tone of her voice, which was in the highest degree musical. There way a 
mixture of the angel and demon in her face, but the latter perhaps prepon- 
clc~*:itetl; for time had developed those traits which cliaracterize evil thougllts. 

Madame Noel was obliging and good, but only toward those individuals 
who were at  isslie with justice; she received them as tlte mother of a soldier 
would welcome the comrade of her son. To insure a welcome with her, it 
as enough to belong to the same b b  regiment " as Noel with the Speutacles ; 

and then, as lnucll for love of him, and from inclination, perhaps, s116 would 
do all in her power to aid, and was constantly looked upon as a "mother of 
robbers." At her house, they forlnd shelter; i t  was she who provided for all 
their wants. She carried her complaisance so far as to  seek "jobs of work" 
for them ; and when a passport was i~idispensably requisite for their safety. 
she was not quiet until, by some means, she had succeeded in procuring one. 
Madame Noel had many friends among her own sex, and i t  was generally in 
one of their names that the passport was obtained. A powerful mixture of 
oxygenated muriatic acid obliterated the writing, and the descriptior~ of the 
gentleman who required it, as well as the name which i t  suited his purpose 
to assume, replaced the feminine description. Madame Noel had generally 
by her a supply of these accomxnodating passports, which were filled accord- 
ing to circumstances, and the wants of the party requiring such assistance. 

All the galley-slaves m-ere children of Madame Noel, bht those were the 
most in favor who could give her any account of her son; for them her devo- 
tion was boundless. Her house was open to all fugitives, who made i t  their 
rendezvous ; and there must be gratitude even among them, for the .police 
were informed that they came frequently to  Mother Noel's, for the pleasure 
of seeing her only ; she was the confidante of all their plans, all their adven- 
tures, all their fears ; in fact, they communicated all unreservedly, and never 
had cause to regret their reliance on her fidelity. 

Mother Noel had never seen me; my features were quite unknown to her, 
altnotlgh she had frequently heard of Iny name. There was, then, no diffi- 
culty in presenting myself before her, without giving her any cause for alarm; 
but to get her to point out to me the hiding-place of the men whoin I sough 
to detect, was the end I aimed at, and I felt that i t  would be impossible to 
attain i t  without much skill and management. 
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At  first, I resolvod on passing myshf off as a fugitive galley-slave ;.but it 
was nhcessary to  borrow the narne of some thief, whom her son or It is corn. 
rades had mentione2 to her in advantageous terms. Xoreover, n little resem- 
blance was positively requisite, and I endeavored to recollect if t l~ere were not 
one of the galley-slaves whom I knew had been associated with Noel with the 
Spectacles, and I could not remember one of my age, or ~vhlme person and 
features at all resembled xnine. At last, by dint of much effort of memory, 
I recalled to mind one Germain, alias "the Captain," w l~o  had been an inti- 
mate acquaintance of Noel's, and altliough our similarity n-as very slight, yet 
I determined on personating him. Germain, as well as myself, had often 
escaped from the Ragues, and that was the only point of resemblance between 
us. He was about my age, but a smaller framed man; he had dark-brown 
hair, mine was light; he was thin, and I tolerably stout ; his complexion was 
sallow, and mine fair, with a very clear skin ; besides, Germain had an exces- 
sively long nose, took a vast deal of snuff, which, begriming his nostrils out- 
side, and stuffing them up within, gave him a peculiarly nasal tone of voice. 
I had much to do in personating Germain; but the difficulty did not deter 
me. My hair, cut d la mods dea bagnes, was dyed black, as well as my beard, 
after i t  had attained a growth of eight days; to embrown my countenance, I 
Gashed it with white walnut liquor; and to perfect the imitation, I garnished 
my upper lip thickly with a kind of coffee-grounds, which I plastered on by 
means of gum arabic, and thus became as nasal in my twang as Germain 
himself. My feet were doctored with equal care ; 1 made blisters on them by 
rubbing in a certain composition, of which I had obtained the receipt at 
Brest. I also made the marks of the fetters; and when all my toilet was 
finished, dressed myself in the suitable garb. I had neglected nothing which 
could complete the metamorphosis-neither the shoes nor the marks of those 
horrid letters G h L. The costume was perfect ; and the only thing wanting 
was a hundred of those companionable insects which people the solitudes of 
poverty, and which were, I believe, together with locusts and toads, one of 
the seven plagues of old Egypt. I procured some for money; and as soon as 
they were a little accustomed to their new domicile, which was speedily the 
case, I directed my steps townr,l the residence of Madame Noel, in the Rue 
Ticquetonne. 

I arrived there, and knocking a t  the door, she opened i t :  a glance con- 
vincing her how matkers stood with me, she desired me to enter, and on 
fiodit~g myself done \\.it11 her, I told her who I mas. "Ah, my poor lad," 
rhe cried, "there is no occfision to tell me where you have corne from ; I am 
eure you must be dying wit11 hunger!" 

" 011, yes," I answered, "I am indeed hungry ; I have tasted nothing for 
twen ty-four I~ours." 

Instantly, without further question, she went ont, and returned with a 
dish of hog's puddings and a bottle of wine, which she placed before me. I 
did not elt, I actually devoured; I stuffed myself, and all had disappeared 
w i t h u t  my saying a word between nly first ~iiouthful and my last. Mothor 
Noel was delighted a t  my appetite, and when the cloltl was removed she gave 
me a dram. "Ab, mother," I exclaimed, embracing her, bd you restore me to 
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Sfe; Noel told me how good and kind you were :" and I then began tc, givo 
lier a statement of how I had left her son eighteen days before, and gave hcr 
information of a11 the prisoners in whom she felt interested. The details 
were so true arid well known, that she could have no idea that I was an im- 
postor.

"You must have heard of me," I continued ; "I have gone through many 
an enterprise, and experienced many a reverse. I am called Germain, or the 
captain ; you must know my name." 

"Yes, yes, my friend," she said, "I know you well; my son and his 
friends hsve told me of your misfortunes; welcome, welcome, my dear cap- 
tain. But heavens! what a state you are in: you must not retnnin in such a 
plight. I see you are infested with those wretched tormenting beasts who 
-a , but I will get you a change of linen, and contrive so~netl~ing as n com-
fortable dress for you." 

I expressed my gratitude to Madame' Noel; and when I saw a good 
opportunity, without giving cause for the lightest suspicion, I asked what 
had become of Victor Desbois and his comrade Mongenet. "Desbois and 
Le Tambour? Ah! Iny dear, do not mention them, I beg of you," she 
replied ; "that rogue Vidocq has given them very great uneasiness; since 
one Joseph (Joseph Longue\~ille, an old police inspector), wlioin they hare 
twice met in the streets, told thern that there would soon be a search in this 
quarter, they have been oornpelletl to cut and run, to avoid being taken." 

"What," cried I with a disappointed air, "are they no loiiger in Paris?" 
"Oh, they are not very far distant," replied hIot11er Noel ; '&they have 

not quitted the environs of the 'great villi~ge ' (Paris) : I dare say we shall 
soon see tliern, for I trust they \trill speedily pay rue a visit. I think they will 
be delighted to find you here." 

Oh, I assure you," said I 'b that they will not be nlorc delighted at the 
meeting than myself; and if you can write to them, I :lln sure they would 
eagerly send for me to join thern." 

6 b  If I knew where they were," replied Xotller Noel, "I would go myself 
and seek for them to please you; but I do not know their retreat, and the 
best thing for us to do is to be patient and await their arrival." 

In my quality of ti new-comer, I excited all Madame Noel's compassion 
and solicitude, and she attended to nothing but me. "Are you known to 
Vidocq and his two bull-dogs, Levesque and Cornp6re 1" she inquired. 

''Alas! yes," was my reply ; " they have caught me twice." 
"h that case, then, be on your guard: Vidocq i~ often disguised; he 

assumes charactere, costumes, and shapes, t o  get hold of unfortunates like 
yourself." 
We conversed together for two hours, when Madame Noel offered me a 

foot-bath, which I accepted ; and when i t  was prepared, I took off my shoes 
and stockings, on which she discovered my wounded feet, and said, with a 
most comniiserating tone m d  manner, L L H o ~  what must you I pity you; 
nuffer! Why did you not tell me of this at first? you deserve to be scolded 
tor it." And whilst thus reproaching me, she exanlined my feet; and then 
pricking the blisters, drew a piece of worsted through eacl~, and anointed my 
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feet with cr salve, which she assured me would have the effect of speedily 
ouriuq them. 

The bath concluded, she brought me some clean linen ; and, as she thought 
of all that was needful, added a razor, recomnlending me to shave. "I shall 
then see," she added, "about buying you some workman's clothes, as that is 
the best disguise for men wllo wish to pass unnoticed ; and besides, good luck 
will turn up, and then you mill get yourself some new ones." 

As soon as I was thoroughly cleansed Ifother Nnel conducted me t o  a 
sleeping-room, a small apartment, which served as ,he workshop for false 
keys, the entrance to wllich was concealed by several gowns hanging from a 
row of pegs. L L  Here," said she, " is a bed in which your friends have slept 

/three or four times; and yon need not fear that the police will hunt yon out; 
you may sleep secure as a dormouse." 

'LIam really in want of sleep," I replied, and begged her permission to 
take some repose, on which she left me to myself. Three hours afterward I 
awoke, and on getting up we renewed our conference. It was necessary t o  
be armed at all points to deceive Madame Noel; there mas not a trick or cus- 
tom of the Bagnes with which she was not thoroughly informed; slie knew 
not only the narnes of all the robbers whom she had seen, but was acquainted 
with every particular of the life of a great many others i and related with 
enthusiasm anecdotes of tlie most noted, particularly of her son, for whom 
she had as much veneration as love. 

"The dear boy, you would be delighted to see him I" said I. 

"Yes, yes, overjoyed." 

"Well, it is a happiness yon will soon enjoy; for Noel has made arrange- 


ments for an escape, and is now only awaiting the propitious moment." 
Madame Noel n-as happy in tbe expectation of seeing her son, and shed 

tears of tenderness a t  the very thoughts of it. 
In the course of conversation, Mother Noel asked me if I had any affair 

(plan of robbery) in contemplation; and after having offered to procure me 
one, in case I was not provided, she questioned me on my skill in fabricating 
keys. I told her I was as adroit as Fossard. 

"If that be the case," she rejoined, "I am easy, and you shall be soon 
furnished; for as you are so clever, I will go and buy a t  the ironmonger's a 
key which you can fit to my safety lock, so that you will have ingress and 
egress whenever you require it." 

I expressed my feelings of obligation for so great a proof of her kindness ; 
and as it.was growing late, I went to bed reflecting on the mode of getting 
away from this lair without running the risk of being assassinated, if per- 
chance any of the villains whom I was seeking should arrive before I had 
taken the necessary precautions. 

I did not sleep, and arose as soon as I heard Madame Noel lighting her Sre ; 
she said I was an early riser, and that she mould go and procure me what f 
wanted. A lnoment afterward she brought me a key not cut into wards, and 
gave me files and a srnall vice, which I fixed on Iny bed; and as soon as my 
tools were in retitliness, I began my work in presence of In? Iiostess, wl!o, see-
ing that I was perfectly conversant with the hr~sinevs coln9limented me m 
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my skiC~ ; and what she most admired was the expedition of my work; for in 
fact, in less than f o r  hours, I had perfectecl a most workmanl~ke key, which 
I tried. and it  fitted nost nccurntely. A fern tonch~s of the file completed 
the instrument; and like the rest, I had the means of unobstructed entrance 
whenever I nvished t > visit the house. 

1 w:is Jfndame Noel's boarder; and, after dinner, I told her I mas inclinect 
t o  take a turn in the dusk, that I might find whether "a job" I conternplated 
was yet feasible, and she approved the suggestion, at the same tirne recorn- 
mending rne to use all caution. b b  That thiof of s Pidocq," she observed, "in 
a thorn in one's pat11 ; mind hirn; and, if I \\.ere you, before I made any 
attempts, 1 would wait until m y  feet were well." 

''I shall not go far," I replied ; "nor stay away long." This assurance of 
a speedy return seemed to quiet her fe:irs. 

"Well, then, go," she saitl; and I went out lir111~ing. 
So far all slloceeclcd to rnp r~lost sanguir~e wishes; it mas irnpo~sibleto 

stand better with Motller Noel ; but, by rer~laining in her. ltouse, who would 
guarantee that I sho111tl not be knocked on the head? Might 11ot two or threo 
galley-slaves arrive together, recognize me, an(\ attack ine? Then fare\\-ell to 
d l  my plottings; and it wnr) incumbent, that, without lositlg tlle friiit of ray 
friendship with BIotlrer Noel, I should prepare n~pself for the contingent 
danger. I t  would have heen the height of imprudence to have given her 
cause to think that I hat1 nny motives for avoiding contact with her guests, 
and I conseqnently er~detlvorecl so to lead her on, that she should herself sag- 
gest to me the necessity of quitting her house; that is, that she should advise 
me no longer to think of sleeping in her domicile. 

I had observed that Ifadsme Noel was very i r~ t im~ te  with a fruitseller who 
lived in the house; and I sent to this wornan one of my agents named Man- 
ceau, whom I charged to ask her secretly, :inti yet with a warit of skill, for 
some accounts of Xudarne Noel. I had dictated the questions, and was the 
more certain that the fruit-wornan would not fail to co~nrnunictlte the particu- 
lars, as I had desired rny marl to beg her to observe secrecy. 

The event proved that I was not deceived; no sooner llad my agent f ~ l -  
filled his mission, than the fruit-wornan hastened to Madarne Noel with an 
account of what had passed; who, in her turn, lost no tirne in telling me. 
On the look-out at the stel~s of the door of her ofticiouw neigl~bor, as soon as 
she saw me, she came to me, and, without further preface, clcsirocl I I I ~to fol- 
low her, which I did; and on reaching the Place des'Victoires, she ~topped, 
and looking about her to be assured that no orie was in hearing, s l~e  told Ine 
what had passed. "So," said she, in conclusion, "you see, Iny poor (ier~nuin, 
that it would not be prudent for you to sleep at my house ; you must even be 
cautions how you approach it by day." 

Mother Noel had no idea that this circurnstance, which she bew:tiled so 
greatly, wse of my own planning; and, that I might remove all suspicion 
from her mind, I pretended to be more vexed at it  than.she was, and cursed 
and swore bitterly at that blackguard Vidocq, who would not leave us at 
p e w .  I deprecaud the necessity to which I was reduced, of finding a shelter 
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oat of Faris, and took leave of Mada~ne Noel, who, wishing me good luck nntl 
a q~eecly return, pat R thirty-sons piece into my hand.. 

I knew that Deshois and Ifongenet were expected : and I was also atv:ilqe 
that there were corners and goers ~ \ - I I o  visited the I l ~ s e ,  whether Nndarr~t. 
Noel was there or not: nntl she wits oft.eti absent, giving ~nnsic-lessons in the 
city. It n-as i~nl)ort:lnt tltnt T 41oultl know these gentry; and to achieve this. 
I disguised sc.ver:il of Inp nnxiliaries, :inn stat~oned them at the corners of the- 
etreet, where, mixing with the erri~nd-boys and messengers, their presence 
excited no suspicion. 

These precuntions tuken, ttt:it I might testify all due appenrance of fear, I 
allowed two days to pssv before 1 again visited Madalne Soel; and this 
period having elapsed, I went one evening to her house, accompanied by a 
young man, n 11ont I intro(1nced as the brother of a fernale with whom I liad 
once lived : and who, having met me accidentally in  Paris, had given nte an 
asylum. This young ltlan was a secret agent, but I took care to tell Mother 
Noel that he had mg fullest confidence, and thnt she might consider him as 
my second self; and as he was not known to the spies, I bad chosen him to 
be my messenger to her whenever I did not jndge it  prudent to show myself 
"Hen~eforwar(\,"I added, "be will be our go-between, and will come ever3 
two or three days, thnt  1 nay have information of you and your friends." 

"I' faith," said Mother Noel, "you have lost a pleasure; for twenty xninutea 
woner, and you would have Sean a lady of your acquaintance here." 

"A ~ Jwho was i t  8"I 
"Mongonet's sister." 
"Oh I indeed ; she lias often seen me with her brother." 
"Tw ; wlten I rnentioned yon, she described you as exactly as possible:-

'a lanky chap,' said she, 'with his nose always grimed with enuff.' " 
Madsme Noel deeply regretted that I had not arrived before Mongenet'a 

sister had departed; but certainly not so much as I rejoiced at Iny narrow 
escape horn an interview which would have destroyed all my projects; for if 
this woman knew Gerrnrrin, she also knew Vidocq; and it  mas impossible that 
she could have lnistaken one for the other, so great was the difference between 
us! Alt~ioughI had altered my features so as to deceive, yet the resemblance 
whicll, in description, seenled exact, would not stand the test of a critical 
extilnination, and particularly the rernirliecences of intimacy. Mother Noel 
then gave me a. very useful warning, when she informed me that Mongenet'a 
eister was a very frequent visitor at her house. From thenceforward I resolved 
b a t  this female should never catch a glimpse of my countenance; and to 
avoid meeting with her, whenever I visited Mndatne Noel, I sent my pretended 
brother-in-law first, who, when she was not there, had instructions to let me 
know i t  by sticking a wafer on the window. At  this signal I entered, and 
my aid-de-camp betook himself to  his post in the neighborhood, to guard 
wainst any disagreeable surprise. Not very far distant were other auxiliaries, 
to  whom I had confided Mother Noel's key, that they might come to my snc-
tor in case of danger; for, from one instant to another, I might fall suddenly 
mong a gang of fugitives, or some of the galley-slaves might recognize and 
attack me, and then a blow of my fiat against a square of glass in the window 
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was the signal which was to  denote my need of assistance, to  eqlalize tho con 
tending parties. 

Thus were my schemes concertecl, and the finale was a t  hand. I t  was on 
Tuesday, and a letter from the men I was in quest of. announced their intended 
arrival o r  the Friday following; a day which I intended should be for them a 
hlnck Friday. At the Erst dawn I betook myself to wine-vaults in the 
vicinity; and, that they might have no motive for matching me, supposing, as 
was their custom, that they should traverse the street sevc!ral times up and 
down before they entered Madame Noel's domicile, I first sent my pretended 
brother-in-law, who returned soon afterward, and told me that Mongenet'e 
sister was not there, and that I might safely enter. 
' "You are not deceiving me?" said I to my agent, whose tone appeared 

altered and embarrassed, and fixing on him one of those looks wllich pene- 
trated the very heart's core, I thought I observed one of those ill-suppressed 
contractions of the muscles of the face which accompany a premeditated lie ; 
and then, quick as lightning, the tho~lght came over me that I was betrayed- 
that my agent was a traitor. We mere in a private room, and, without a 
moment's hesitation, I grasped his throat with violen-ce, and told him, in 
presence of his comrades, that I was i~iforrned of his perfidy, and that if he 
did not instantly confess all, I'mould shoot him on the spot. Dismayed at  my 
p'enetration and determined manner, he stammered out a few words of excuse, 
and, falling on his knees, confessed that he had discovered all to  Mother 
Noel. 

This baseness, had I not thus detected it, would probably have cost me my 
life, but I did not think of any personal resentment; i t  was only the interest 
of society which I cured for, and which I regretted to  see wrecked when so 
near port. The traitor, Manceau, was put in confinement, and, young as he 
was, having many old offenses to expiate, was sent to Bicktre, and then to 
the Isle of Oleron, where he terminated his career. It may be conjectured 
that the fugitives did not return to the Rue Ticquetonne; but they were, not- 
witlistanding, apprehended a'short time afterward. 

Mother Noel did not forgive tlie trick I had played her; and, to satisfy her 
revenge, she, one day, l ~ a d  all her goods taken away; and when this had beer- 
effected, went out witllout closing her door, and returned, crying out that she 
had been robbed. The neighbors mere niade witnesses, a declaration waa 
made before a commissary, and Mother Noel pointed me out as the thief; 
because, she said, I had a key of her apartments. The accusation was a gr:rvo 
one, and she was instantly sent to the prefecture of police, and the next day I 
received the information. My justification mas not difficult, for the prbfet, ns 
well as M. Henry, saw through the irnpostllre; and we nianaged so well, that 
Mother Noel7s.yroperty was discovered, proof was obtained of the falsity of 
the charge, and, to give her time for repentance, she was sentenced for six 
months to  St. Lazarre. Such were the issue and the consequences of an 
enterprise, in which I had not failed to use all precaution ; and I have often 
achieved success in affairs, in which arrangements had been made, not eo 
nkillfully concerted or so ably executed. 
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THE B O U N T Y  JUMPERS.. 

Pra~idulent Practices of Bounty Brokers and ~um~ers--Contrast between English 
and American Deserters-Plans to check Desertion, and bring Criminals to 
Justice. 


THE great demand for recruits during the war, the large 
bountie~ offered for them, and the manifold facilities for 
fraudulent transactions, presented temptations of great 
power, even to reputable citizens, to evade the plain letter 
of tlle law, and traffic in substitutes, or, by bribery and 
deception, personally to keep out of the hands of the recruib 
ing officer. 

The majority of the officers assigned to recruiting service 
were guilty of great dereliction of duty, inasmuch as, instead 
of endeavoring to check the growing evil, they rather pre- 
tended ignorance, or allowed it to pass unnoticed. 

On one occasion, being in the presence of the President 
and,a member of the Cabinet, I heard the latter congratulate 
the President upon the success attending a certain call for 
troops, which he had issued, remarking :-

"Mr. Lincoln, if recruiting goes forward in this way, 
your new call for troops will soon be answered." 

The President made this reply :-
"Oh, yes ; we have a pretty -big army already- on 

paper; but what we want is, men in boots and breeches. 
This great array of figures, in respect to soldiers, is not 
going to suppress the rebellion. I want men, who can 
carry muskets, and eat hard-tack.' 

I t  was indeed surprising to observe the aprbarellt sin- 
cerity of persons, who, in various ways, were guilty of 
unlawful and dishonorable acts, finding a sufficient apology 
i n  the necessities or peculiarities of the case ; ~vllile others, 
and not a few, went into the remunerative dishonesty with 
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the simple purpose, in common with the professional gam- 
bler, to make money out of the Government, or individuals 
serving it, according to the promised reward. And yet it is 
difficult. to see how any man, of ordinary moral perceptions, 
could fail to appreciate the criminality of the business, 
whether viewed from the stand-point of the army depletion 
and peril, or the robbery of the public treasury. Were 
the loose principles governing bounty brokers and jumpers 
once allowed, tlle ranks of no army could be kept full, and 
the loyalty of the people could not he maintained. 

The lenity of our military authorities, in regard to the 
punishtnent of offenders against law and loyalty, was a 
fruitful cause of the boldness with ~vhich they acted, and 
the air of respectability worn by the crime itself. 

At this point, I must refer to the suggestive contrast 
between foreign armies and our own. Deserters from the 
English troops are rare, on account of the penalty which is 
inflicted on such offenders. This penalty, which 'is death, 
is never set aside, no matter what extenuating circumstances 
may attach to the desertion, rendering it a lesser crime in 
the opinion ,of mankind. The English military law is arbi-- 
trary, carrying out its requirements to the utmost ; and, 
as the punishment for desertion is death, no soldier guilty 
of the crime receives any lighter doom. 

During the late war, the execution of deserters was so 
rare, that no moral effect mas produced on the minds of the 
people. Who can recollect any shadow of guilt and pun- 
ishment falling upon his thought, during the whole of the 
war, on account of the deserter's fate ? 

The desertions mere as common as recruiting, but escapes 
were so frequent, and pardon mas 60 often granted, t11a.t no 
importance seemed to be attached to the shameful disloyalty. 
Indeed, it was rather considered in the light of a legitimate 
business than otherwise ; the idea of its crin~innlity hardly 
seemed to be entertained by any, so lightly 1t7as it treated 

' by the lam. 
The Department at Washington mas constantly nrging 

upon me the necessity for forming some plan, which, in a 
summary and successful manner, would frustrate the clesign~ 
of these dishonest parties, and bring then] to justice. Sfv 
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era1 attempts had been made for this purpose, but bad all 
proved unsuccessful. 

A number of plans were submitted to me, each of which 
I considered objectionable, on certain accounts. The short- 
est wily to catch these deserters, which was tracking them 
to their haunts, it would have been folly to pursue, as such 
a course would result in a general alarm and stampede of the 
guilty. 

After some time, I chanced to think of a method, which 
seemed so suited to the purpose, that I became immediately 
inspired with the hope of success. I reported it to the 
Provost-Marshal General, and, after examination, it was 
accepted, with some slight modifications. 

In January, 1865, the War Department determined to 
check, if possible, the increasing frauds. On investigation, 
it was found that only one in four of the enlisted men 
reached the front-a fact which mill doubtless astonish my 
reader, and probably be denied by him, unless accompanied 
by the most positive proof. 

I received m y  instructions, and immediately repaired to 
mew York, the great rendezvous of gamblers in recruiting, 
and the centre of their colnplicated and increasing business. 
Two or tliree days devoted to inquiries concerning them, so 
astounded, discodraged, and disheartened me, that I resolved 
to abandon the investigation, and return to Washington. 
When I reported my purpose to the War Department, I 
was directed to resume and prosecute my work. This 
investigation, including my action and that of the Provost- 
Marshal-General, has been the occasion of Congressional 
and civil examinations, and therefore demands a pretty full 
and clear narrative. 

The means which I employed,'and the manner of pro- 
ceeding, may seem, to superficial observers, to lmve been 
extraordinary, and wholly u nmarranted. 

All the usual methods of procedure in detective service 
were quite unavailing in this large undertaking. Nearly the 
entire circle of military and civil officers mere found to be, 
either directly or indirectly, implicated in bounty swindling 
-from the staff officer to the orderly, and from the judge 
to the lowest criminal in the haunts of dissipation and vice. 
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I considered the matter well, in order to reach some 
plan by which I could become familiar with the fraudulent 
enterprise and learn its secrets. The result of my medita-
tions mas the belief that, in order to gain my ends, I must 
select for my service some bounty broker who h8d been 
connected with the business a considerable length of time, 
and who was, consequently, familiar with all its details. 



C H A P T E R  X X .  

THE BOUNTY JUMPERS AND BROKERS. 

Quotaa filled with Falsified Enlistment-Papers-Arrest of Brokers-Amusing sad 
Exciting Scone-,The Hoboken Raid--Slanderous Charges-Large Number of 
~rrests-~ncarckationin Fort Lafayette--Other Arrests-Trial before a Mii 
tary Commission. 

ITis, doubtless, a matter of surprise that forged enlisting- 
papers could have been so readily manufactured and profit- 
ably used. One of the leading brokers arrested was a notary 
public. Aided by the clerks at the recruiting-office, the 
necessary blanks were obtained. These were written out 
with fictitious naines, properly certified by the notary puh- 
lic. Each set of the papers represented an enlisted man, and 
was ready for sale in the market, to any unsuspecting agent 
from the country having a quota to fill. There were whole 
towns in the interior of the Empire State filled with these 
fraudulent credits. In many instances the same false enlist- 
ments were credited in different Congressional districts. The 
matter will be more fully comprehended by a reference to 
my official report. 

I took up m y  headquarters at the Astor House, and let 
the brokers know that I mas an agent or supervisor for the 
interior of the State, having several large quotas to fill. I 
was at once besieged by applications to purchase credits. 
The third day I purchased sixteen sets of these enlistment- 
papers ; and on the fourth, twenty-two, when a proposition 
was made by a broker to purcliase forged papers, saying, 
those I lrad were such, and mould answer the same purpose ; 
that so slrillfillly mere they prepared detection was impos- 
sible. The offer mas accepted, and placed me on the most 
friendly terms with my associates in business. For a num- 
ber of days I continued the purchase of spurious papers for 
lesp than half the price of the genuine documents. Thia 
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feature of the swindling came near causing a quarrel alllong 
the brokers ; some of them insisting that I should not have 
been informed that I bought forged papers, because I might 
then have paid full price. The other party contended, that 
by committing me to the forgery I was secured against 
betrayal of the cause. The former further claimed, that 
forged papers were worth as much to me as the genuine. 
These negotiations were carried on four days, when I deci-
ded to arrest the whole company. It will be understood, 
that the arrest of a single broker in the city would create an 
alarm, and end the investigation. The greatest strategy and 
concealment were therefore indispensable to success. The 
knowledge of my presence in the metropolis would have 
defeated my plans. On a certain day I requested nine bro- 
kers, with whom I had business, to come to my room at the 
same hour, bringing their papers. I had conceded, in an 
adjoining room, a number of my assistants. I instructed 
them that the signal I should use to bring them to my aid, 
would be a knock on the door of the apartment in which 
they were placed. 

The illustrious nine stood ,around me, forged papers in 
hand, eagerly waiting for the checks wllicll mould bring the 
reward of their villainy. To fasten the guilt upon the crimi- 
nals, beyond dispute, I had written receipts for the  money 
to be paid each broker. As t8hey walked u p  in line, and 
made their marks, for most of them could not write, 1 
stepped to the folding-doors and gave the signal. Instantly 
a detective came in, and I said to my broker-friends : "Gen-
tlemen, this joke has gone far enough ; you are my prisoners. 
I am General Baker, the Chief of the Detective Bureau." 

I t  would be futile for tongue or pen to attempt to describe 
the effect of my words upon the assemblage before me. The 
change that passed over it was very marked, and to me, who 
was the cause of it, irresistibly entertaining. The explosion 
of a bomb-shell in the battle-ranks could not have startled 
and dismayed the soldiery more suddenly than this unex- 
pected expoenre of their crimes, and the powerf~il grasp 
of justice, did the discomfited brokers, who had anticipated 
a very different fate. 

Here, a dapper little fello~v. in flashy dress and jewelry; 







changed color, looked ghastly, and reeled to tlie sofa. 
There, a burly, red-faced fighter put on a defiant air, and, 
with an oath, said: '' I w011ld like to see you arrest me." 
A display of my six-shooter cooled him off wonderfully, and 
he stood like a living firebrand, ready to go into a self-con- 
suming flame. Another burst into tears, and pleaded that 
he was seduced into the crime by artful men. A few mme 
resolved to make a joke of the whole matter? and laugh off 
the scare. I transferred the interesting company to an 
apartment in the Astor House, their prison for the time. 
Two or three of them made written confessions, which re- 
vealed in detail the criminality of their companions, and of 
many others. 

The notorious Hoboken raid upon bounty brokers and 
bounty jumpers, which has been the subject of a great deal 
of newspaper comment and censure, was never clearly 
understood. It cannot be denied that the affair was original 
and peculiar in its character, but it was called for by  the 
unusual and manifold expedients resorted to by the dishon- 
est harpies preying upon the Government. 

The -late civil mar possessed so many extraordinary fea- 
tures, that means mere employed to meet them which, 
although unknown before, were justified by the emergen- 
cies ; and on becoming possessed of tlie facts, as they really 
were, of tlie Hoboken transaction, every reasonable person, 
I am confident, will vindicate the action of the bureau, and 
especially my own position in the service. 

The. emissaries of the South, and loyal persons prejudiced 
against me personally, cliarged me with a financial connec- 
tion and interest, and consequently represented me as a 
sharer in substantial pecuniary profits. These slanderous 
intimations, however, are mliolly mitllout foundation. The 
careful Congressional investigation, and several civil suits 
that were instituted, failed to bring a pa,rticle of reiiable 
evidence to sustain them. 

Men can believe what they please, still tliere is a wide 
difference between mere opinion and conviction following 
upon positive testimony. Upon receiving the latter, no 
person lras an honest right to condemn my motives and 
conduct. 

- 17 
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Tile official .correspondence, and orders connected with 
the opening of a recruiting rendezvous at Hoboken, are given 
in my report to the Provost-Marshal General. 

With the assistance of the bounty brokers referred to 
therein, I enlisted as many bounty jumpers as possible, with 
t,he understanding that no others were to be taken. March 
loth, it was given out itlllong the brokers that a "walk-
away " had been opened in Hoboken. This novel place was 
understood to be for the escape of enlisted men who could 
safely walk away. 

Perhaps a more ludicrous trap in detective policy was 
never laid than that which now secured the swindlers. 
Appreciating the desperate character of the men I was 
preparing to deal with, I had a body of soldiers sta-
tioned in the hall, over the recruiting headquarters. To 
avoid all disclosure of the plot, it was arranged that no 
bounty jumper should leave or communicate with those out: 
side. Every man enlisted was taken to tohe hall above ; and 
here it is proper to state that each company of jumpers had 
its agent. 

If none of those enlisted were known to have escaped, it 
would nat~xrally awaken suspicion in the minds of their out- 
side friends that something was wrong ; that the "walk- 
away" was not genuine. Any uncertainty on this point 
would prove fatal to the scheme of detection. 

Recruiting commenced at an early hour in the morning, 
and continued briskly until two or three o'clock in the after- 
noon, when the discovery was made, that not a single jumper 
who had ent,ered the hall an enlisted soldier had been seen 
afterward. I had anticipated this difficulty, and, anxious to 
keep the plot secret as long as possible, to increase the num- 
ber of jumpers, I directed those assisting me to put a mark 
upon the back of each of the brokers engaged in furnishing 
recruits. This was done in such a manner as to be unno- 
ticed hy the brokers themselves, but perfectly understood 
by me. I then directed my men to station tllemselves at the 
ferry, in New York, and arrest the brokers, mhicll could be 
dcne with no difficulty, as the mlrite signs of guilt marked 
upon their s h o u l d ~ r ~  would instantly betray them. 

As I had anticipateu, clle brokers became uneasy respect- 
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Ing the fate of those already enlisted, and, one after 
another, left the rendezvous, and took the boat for the 
metropolis. 

. When they reached the gate of the ferry, the chalk-
marks revealed the criminals, and their arrest immediately 
followed, until eighteen of the brokers and one hundred 
and eighty of the jumpers mere caught. 

I t  would be difficult to imagine the scene in the Odd 
Fellows' Hall of Hoboken, on the afternoon of that day of 
arrest.:, Formed in a ring mere many hundred soldiers, 
armed for any emergency; within it, seated on benches, 
were nearly two hundred prisoners. IVitli the dawning 
of the truth upon the minds of the wonfiering crowd of 
arrested men, a sudden and amusing change went over the 
faces of all. They had been especially careful to avoid me, 
and now, aivalrened from a dream of security to find tliem- 
selves in my toils ! Some looked blank with amazement 
and despair; others had an expression of demoniac hate ; 

.while a portion of the arrested seemed strongly inclined to 
treat their imprisonment. jocosely, and regard it as a trivial 
affair. They were caught in the net set by hands most 
dreaded aild carefully avoided. 

I could scarcely conceal an expression of mischievous 
merriment, mllich, notwithstanding my efforts to the con-
trary, was apparent at the singular scene presented by the 
mised assembly. 

The soldiers loolred quietly on, while the dandy apparel 
and gaudy jewelry of the swindling fraternity presented a 
mocking and cruel contrast to their anxious and crestfallen 
countenances. 

The facts were communicated to the Provost-Mdrshal 
General, with the request to be informed what to do mith 
them. After a delay of nearly a day and a half, the Secre- 
tary of War ordered them to be removed to Fort Lafayette. 
Their incarceration for weeks, mith no disposal of their case, 
mas a topic of severe animadversion, and the responsibility 
laid at my door ; a respo~lsibility no more my own than any 
c~theract of the War Department through my official relation 
to it. 

T repatedly called the attention of the Department to 
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these prisoners, urging that they should be tried as deserters,, 
and punished according1 y. 

'l'he only reason 11~1iicIi can be given for tlie delay, and 
~vllicll, to mimy ptitriotic persons, ~vill be a suffic:ient one, 
was the excite~nentand rejoicing attending the fall of Ricli- 
~nondt ~ ~ l c lthe snl-render of General Lee, wl~icll occurre(l at 
this particular time, absorbing the attention of all parties. 

Altliough overlooked for a while, they were by no means 
designedly neglected. 

Tlie final disposal of the brokers arrested, and those 
engaged in frauds npon the Government, was equally an 
affair entirely outside of my official autliority. 

My arrests, independent of the brokers and jumpers at 
Hoboken, were about forty-six persons, in every case of 
which a written order was received from the President of 
the United States, and, by his direction, they were committed 
to the Old Capitol prison. 8 

I was requested to furnish, and did so, a written synopsib, 
or memorandum, in respect to each individual arrested. 
These statements were submitted to the Hon. L. E. C., and 
Judge B., of New York, two of the most eminent jurists in 
the country. 

A military colnmission mas convened at ~Wasldngton. 
by orcler of the Secretary of War, for tlie trial of these 
prisoners. The ones first arrested mere first tried. Tllr 
great array of counsel for the defendants, and the number 
of witnesses prod1lct.d by both parties, made the investiga- 
tions extended and wearisome. But, notwitllstanding the 
precautions taken by tlie prisoners, and the large number of 
counsel which &they employed, they were all convicted, a s  
will be seen by reference to tlie records of the Bureau of 
Military Justice. l'he Department exacted from me the 
most persistent activity in the prosecution of these cases. 

Not governed by motives of revenge, or personal feeling, 
it was the simple aim to render justice to the guilty, and 
carry out the wislies of tlie Government. 

In the midst of tlie trials, and immediately succeeding 
the conviction of about a dozen of the prisoners, the rebel- 
lion suddenly collapsed. Great changes in popular senti- 
ment, and policy of the Government, awakened th6 desire, 
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which soon found expression, for the restoration of civil 
courts. Fully sympathizing with this natural longing, I 
sent a written request to the 'Secretary of. War, that all 
prisoners in my custody might be transferred to the proper 
authorities. 

If .they were regarded as legitimate recruits, 'the order 
discontinuing further enlistments, and discharge of all en-
listed men held in barracks and rendezeous, & mould apply' 

to these bounty jumpers. They could not be tried for 
desertion, because the President' s proclamation of amnesty, 
which applied to deserters, would reach their case also. In 
any view that may be taken of the incarceration of the pris- 
oners, complaints against me for the fact fall to tk c ground ; 
I was not, and could not be, responsible for it, linder the 
circumstances, which need only'to be known t c  make the 
assertion of innocence clear. 
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BOUNTY J U M P I N G  ~ N C T D E N T S .  

Personal Experience in Bounty J~izping-A Perfect; Tnlmp--Detoctir~s En!isted-- 
Passes obtained for Bounty Jumpers-Arrest and Surprise--Co~~rt-Jlartialaad 
Conviction. 

l r  has been sufficiently demonstrated, by inc.idents re- 
corded, that monstrous f raud  were perpetrated by the 
manufactnre and sale of enlistment papers. , 

Indeed, it is very evident, from kno~vledge thus far 
obtained, that not a small proportion of a11 such documents, 
on which credits were given, were forged. 

I shall only add to the record a few incidents, which 
combine in their character both the comic and tragic quali- 
ties. 

I had been told that soldiers mould receive the bounty, 
re-enlist the same day, be sent to the Island, and repeat the 
process the day following. I mas, at the time, slwptical 
respecting s~zch facility in deception and incredible assu-
rance, and to satisfy myself in regard to tlie truth of the 
matter, I dressed myself in the garb of a regular jnmper and 
repaired, February Qth, to a recruiting office in the public 
square near tlie Astor House, New Yorlr. Assuming the 
air of a veteran in the business, I asked tlie oficer what lie 
was paying for recruits. 

Before the question could be answered, the gentlemanly 
broker, always at hand, inquired of me m y  name and place 
of residence, which I gave him. In  a low tone of voice, and 
with a knowing wink, he said : "Have you been through 
before in New York 2" I answered : "Not since last fall." 
He added : ''All right ; come inside." And in less time 
than it has taken to relate the incident, I was one of "Uncle 
Sam's boys." 
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My friend gave me one hundred dollars, promising the 
remainder due me when I sllould arrive at the Island ; then 
directing me to remain where I mas for a while, he-left me. 

~eturni-ngwithin an hour, ire opeiled the follo~ving con-
versation with me : "Have you ever been on the Island ?" 
I replied, "Yes." Evidently pnliglltened in regard to the 
matler, he immediately remarked : ''You know how to get 
off, then ? When you do, come up to Tammany Hall, and I 
will put you through up town :" meaning, of course, he 
mould enlist me again. While this conversation mas pass- 

'ing between a s  another broker stepped up, and said : "Gen-
tlemen, let us take a drink." We accepted the invitation, 
and they conducted me across tlre Park to a saloon, where k 
saw, at. a glance, they were quite at home. Liquor was 
called for, and mhile the vender was getting it, one of the 
brokers qnietly stepped behind the bar and addressed some 
conversation to him. 

We then all drank to the success of the Union, or rather, 
all of us appeared to do so. 

I raised the glass to nly lips, and, unobserved by the rest, 
poured its contents into my bosom, as I had done many times 
before when compelled to join the convivial ring. I was 
convinced that my potation had been drugged. Next fol- 
lowed a proposition to repair to an adjoining room and 
engage in a game of cards. 

W e  played until I thought it necessary to affect drowsi- 
ness and insensibility. My eyes began to close, until at 
length my head rested on tlre table in .front of me, and my 
whole appearance indicated to my betrayers my entire help- 
lessness in their hands. 

At this juncture one of them left the room, but soon 
returning, exclaimed, b b  All right." Immediately I caught 
the sound of carriage wheels, and, as I anticipated, was car- 
rierl to the door, and, supported by broker number one, 
lifted into a vehicle, and driven rapidly to the Cedar Street 
rendezvous. My hat was then unceremoniously pushed 
over my face, and I mas hurried into the presence of the 
rzcniiting officer in attendance, who asked me, "Do you 
~vishto enlist ?" Number two answered, in a tone to repre- 
gent my own voice, '(Ye-e-s." 
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1was again declared to be one of the volunteers, taken 
into another room, and laid on a bench, where I remained 
an hour, in company with three other recruits, who had been 
drugged in the same manner, my friends the brokers sup- 
posing they had disposed of me. 

In the mean time broker number one returned, and said : 
''Well, old fellow, how do you feel 3" to which I replied, 
"Very sick." Then remarking, "You'll be all right by- 
and-by," he left me. 

I looked about me to judge of the possibility of escape. 
1 saw at once that I could not pass out by the door, -as a sen-
try was stationed there, and came to the conclusion that I 
would have to try my chances at a window. 

I opened one which overlooked a back yard, sprang out, 
and after walking through a long passage-way, which led 
me into the open street, I went deliberately to my room in 
the Astor House. 

Here I masked my face, disguised myself anew, and pro 
oeeded directly to the office of Mr. Blunt, where I offered 
myself to the army service, to make my third enlistment for 
that day. 

I was hardly seated, when broker number three zlyb 
proached me, saying : 

"You want to enlist, do you 1'' 
"Yes, I am thinking of it. What are you paying re 

cruits now 1" 
"Six hundred dollars. Where are yo11 from I" 
"Steuben County. I would like to enlist if I could get 

a situation as clerk. I can write a pretty good hand, and 
w.nhardly able to go into the ranks." 

He replied quickly, "Oh, I can fix all that right." 
A conversation then followed' between him and the re 

cruiting officer, when I was made a soldier of the Union 
army once more. I was requested to be seated for a few 
moments. Soon after the broker asked me to take "a 
glass." I went with him to an old drinking-saloon in  
Cherry Street, where I found brokers numbers one and two, 
who immediately recognized me, but expressed uo surprise 
at the meeting. My successful escape from the Cedar Street 
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headquarters convinced my friends that I was an old expert 
in the tricks of the trade. . 

Their admiration for me became so great that they re. 
ceived me into full fellowship, regarded me as a shrewd 
member of the bounty jumping brotherhood, and, after 
freely discussing their plans and prospects, declared me to 
be n "perfect trump." Propositions were made to enter 
into partnership at once. 

I was greatly amused while. listening to the exploits of 
each, as he in turn detailed them. One related, that at a 
certain period he left New York, and having enlisted at 
Albany, Troy, Utica, Buffalo, and Chicago, returned v ia  
Elmira, at which place he likewise enlisted. Another had 
enlisted at every rendezvous from New York to Portland, 
Maine ; while a third boasted of the amounts he had re- 
ceived, and mentioned those paid to recruiting officers, sur- 
geons, brokers, and detectives. The den in which I spent 
the evening was a favoritehaunt of the bounty jumpers. It 
contained a wardrobe of wearing apparel, consisting of both 
soldiers' and citizens' outfits. The idea of this I easily corn- 
prehended ; here the. jumpers could assume whatever. dress 
they pleased, to carry out their designs. Three times that 
night, before two o'clock, I saw the interesting operation 
performed. 

I selected one of my assistants to experiment in this mili- 
tary lottery. He dressed himself in the appropriate apparel, 
and in one day enlisted three times; he was sent to the 
Island, bought himself off, and reported for dpty the follow 
ing day. 

The scenes described were followed by numberless ar 
rests of bounty brokers, bounty jumpers, and others in the 
business, and consequently by the disclosures of their crimes, 
wliich have since attracted much public attention. 

To illustrate the secrecy with which I necessarily pur- 
sued my inquiries, I mention the following incident : I had 
received intelligence of a notorious bounty broker, doing 
business on State Street, whose specialty seemed to be to 
secure, for a consideration, desertion and escape after enlist- 
ment. Rumor also said that, at any time, he had the power 
toobtain an enlisted mas from G)overnor's Island. Extremely 
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desirous to test his proficiency in such swindling, I enlist-
ed two of m y  own detectives, and had them sent to the 
Island. I then directed another to apply to the broker for 
his interposition in their behalf. He consented, on the con-
dition that he should receive two hundred dollars for his 
trouble. The amount was paid him ; and m y  assistant, be- 
ing cnrious to know in what manner he would obtain the 
release of the two detectives, begged leave to accompany 
him to the Island. 

Upon their landing, he observed that the broker was on 
excellent terms with the officers of different grades who had 
the recruits in charge. 

Two sergeants, being consulted, furnished a pass to the 
desired recruits, signed in the name of the provost-general 
of the Island, requiring their return at roll-call the same 
evening. For this pass the sergeant received fifty dollars. 
Sergeant number two, at the end of the wharf, whose duty 
it was to examine the passes, being in collusion with the 
other, shared the profits. The detective, and hm associates 
who had been recruited, had no difficulty in leaving the 
Island. 

I made arrangements for the arrest of the wllole party on 
their landing in New York. When brought to my head- 
quarters, the broker confessed the crime, seeing no possible 
means of escape, and embarrassed with surprise and terror. 

His arrest was kept secret for several days. The ser- 
geants, his companions in guilt, missing him, became un- 
easy, and suspicious that he had been murdered, and his 
body thrown into the river. The following Sunday they 
applied at the office of the City Police for assistance in dis- 
covering the missing man, having been informed before- 
hand, by the boy in the broker's office, that Ile had not 
been seen since he left with the stranger to go to the Island. 

The Metropolitan detectives declined to give any assist- 
ance, and sent them to me, as the person most liliely to be of 
nse to them in solving the mysterious fate of their fiiend 

Accordingly, on Sunday evening, the sergeants came to 
my office and excitedly told their story, dwelling on the fact 
that the broker was last seen on Wednesday, upon the 
Island, in company with a suspicious-looking stranger ; tlrat 
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he had a large amount of money ;and they gave five h u n W  
dollars for information respecting him. 

After a lengthy conversation, I told them I thought I 
could find their friend. I ordered an officer to bring in the 
broker. There was, of course, a mutual recognition, and the 
sergeants were overjoyed that the lost man was found and 
alive, until they learned that not only the broker was under 
arrest, but that they also were in the hands of the law. 

The scene was a rich and rare one. The glad surprise of 
the sergeants was soor ~ n e d  down by the mysterious grav- 
ity of their friend, and also my own. I then took out a pair 
of handcuffs, aud said to the young men, "I am very glad 
you have saved me the trouble of sending for you, as I 
intended to do to-morrow." 

The broker was sent to the penitentiary, and the ser-
geants were tried by court-martial and convicted. 

These statements will probably appear exaggerated to 
many readers, but they are strictly true, and will be f o d  
ou official records. 



C H A P T E R  X X I I .  

BOUNTY JUMPERS IN 0R(3BhTIZED BANDS. 

Gikd-like Bounty ~um~ers-wholesale Bounty Jumping carried on adroitly by a 
Gang of Operators-Opposition from a Canadian Gang-Thirty-two Thousand 
Dollars in as many Days-Frauds in Drafting-An Old Man put in as a Sub-
stibute-A Boy decoyed-His Adventures-A Mother of Thirteen Children- 
Unavailing Efforts of a Mother in Search of her Idiotic Son. 

1 BRALL next relate the movements of these speculators 
in.organized gangs. They had a leader, whom they selected 
ctlefly for his insinuating and plausible manner of address, 
and with whom they acted in the capacity of Gipsies, wan- 
dering from one promising field of action to another. 

On March 17, 1865, I ordered a detective to join one 
of these strolling companies, and, b y  closely watching 
every movement made by them, ascertain the modus ope-
ran& of enlistment under this social form of enterprise. 

The company left the Hudson River Depot in the half- 
past eleven o'clock train, and presented a most amperate 
and villainous appearance. Indeed, a more unmanageable 
set of desperadoes scarcely ever was seen on the highway 
of adventure. 

The next morning, before noon, they arrived in Pough- 
keepsie, where eleven of the thirty-six were enlisted, four 
of whom escaped the same afternoon, two during the night, 
and the remainder the following morning. 

The next day, the whole of the gang appeared at the 
recruiting-officein Albany, seventeen re-enlisting there, five 
of whom had enlisted in Troy. Nine of these escaped that 
evening, and returned to Troy ; two pleaded illness, became 
in consequence inmates of the hospital, effecting their escape 
during the night, and proceeding immediately to Uticn, to 
meet those who had gone elsewhere. Four others of the 
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company enlisted in Troy, but made their escape the same 
night. 

The whole party then remained five days in Utica, at 
which place twenty-one enlisted, four of them twice, and 
one, three times. At Buffalo, owing to the competition in 
the business by parties in Canada, none of the parties 
enlisted. At Chicago: eight of the band enlisted, four were 
recognized as old bounty jumpers and arrested, one other 
was arrested for picking pockets, while the remainder, 
frightened at the turn events had taken, hurried from the 
city. In Detroit the Canadian gang had the field, and 
would not permit any interference with their operations. 

The company next appeared in Rochester, but too many 
being known there as deserters to make their business prom- 
ising, they proceeded to Elmira, where six were arrested for 
desertion, the remainder returning to New York. 

These men were absent thirty-two days, and their total 
rofits amounted to thirty-two thousand dollars. The ques- !Ion will be naturally asked, how this handsome profit was 

made. The bounty broker who was the leader, must h t  
ascertain just how far, and by what means, he can insure 
the escape of tlhe jumper after enlistment. A hundred dol- 
lars paid to the sergeant or corporal in charge at the rendez- 
vous, would secure the liberation of ten men, while the 
records would show a certain number enlisted on a given 
day, properly credited to some locality ; and the books of 
the State rendezvous would hare the record of but two or 
three from the same place. ' 

This broker mas entitled to receive for every recruit from 
four to six hundred dollars, and the whole sum, after the 
expedition closed, was divided among the men. It must be 
borne in mind that many gangs, the number of which is not 
known, mere moving about in the northern States at the 
same moment. 

On this subject, thus far, I have only narrated frauds 
committed by the roving military bandits in disguise. There 
mas another way of dishonest speculation,.no less remunera- 
tive and criminal. The draft requiring men to enter the 
service, or furnish substitutes, afforded an excellent oppor- 
tunity to "buy, sell, and get gain." I knew many instances 
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where lads fourteen years of age were enticed into drinking 
saloons, drugged, and made to perjure themselves, to become 
the substitutes of some patriotic citizens, the substitutes each 
receiving, perhaps, one hundred dollars, which was almost 
invariably stolen from them before reaching the general 
rendezvous. 

A superannwted Frenchman, seventy-two years old, nn- 
able to speak English, mas taken in an alley: a t  New York, 
while getting a scanty but honest livelihood, by gatllering 
rags. His Itair and whiskers, whicli were ~vllitt! as snuw, 
were colored by a barber, then he was transferred to the 
Second Congressional District, TVilliamsburgh, and enlisted 
as a substitute for a well-known shipbuilder there. Hearing 
of the outrage, I sent for the ageti man, and, through an 
interpreter, ascertained the name of the broker. The latter 
was obliged to disgorge six hundred dollars, which was paid 
to the victim of the dismayed trader in his fellow-men. 
The aged stranger thanked me tremulously, and, with eyes 
~nffused with tears, departed from m y  office, l~aving in his 
possession a purse which his rag-bag would not have yielded 
in a long space of time. 

The law required that all minors desiring to enlist, should 
first obtain the consent of their parents. A respectable Ger-
man, residing in Beaver Street, suddenly missed his son, 
about fourteen years of age. He searched for llim diligently 
during three weeks, but dl attempts to discover him proving 
fr~iitless, the anxious father applied ' to me for couqsel and 
assistance. I made him give me a written'description of the 
boy, promising him that, to discover his whereabouts, I 
would leave no means in my power untried. I then called 
a detective and placed in his hand the paper, with directions 
to use it in tracing the boy. He soon returned, with the 
'information that the lad had enlisted at the Brook1 yn rendez- 
vous, in charge of Colonel Fowler. 

I sent for the papers, from which I learned that a woman, 
claiming to be the mother of the boy, had accompanied him 
to the office and made the required affidavit. Then sending 
to the front I procured the lad's return, who furnished me 
with the following particulars. One evening, while passing 
from his father's store. to his house, an elderly man, gentle- 
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manly m appearance, accosted him, inquiring if he did not 
want n sit'uation. He replied : "No, sir." His venerable 
friend then left him, and a boy of his own age came up and 
said, "Come in here and get a glass of lemonade," polnting 
to a Chatham Street saloon. They went in, and soon after 
calling for the drink the elderly man entered. He recol- 
lected nothing more until the next morning, when he found 
llin~self in a drinking saloon in Brooklyn. His 11:it and boots 
were gone, and'while searching for them an old inan entered, 
whom he recognized as the one he had seen the evening 
before. He was accompanied by a \roman, who exclaimed : 
''YOU are a fine-looking boy ;would you like to enlist for a 
bugler ?" at the same time taking from under her cloak a 
small silver bugle, and adding, "Now, my son, if you will 
enlist you shall have this bugle." 

He refused, and immediately was hurried into a carriage, 
and, in company with this admirable couple, mas driven to 
Colonel Fowler' s headquarters. 

His papers were here made out, the wretched woman 
swearing that she mas his mother, and giving her full con- 
~ e n tto his enlistment. The poor lad's mother had been 
dead ten years. .He was paid tmenty-five dollars, while the 
couple who enlisted him received six hundred and seventy- 
five dollars. 

The boy's description of the two worthies soon led to 
their arrest, and it turned out that the man was a notorious 
Jew bounty broker, while the woman was equally well 
known as a prostitute of the city. 

Investigating more deeply, I came to the startling revela- 
tion that this vile woman had sworn to be the mother of thir- 
teen other little boys about the same age as this German lad. 

I shall select only one additional, very peculiar, and 
highly interesting narrative, from the mass of fragmentary 
materials in my possession ; that of the kidnapping of the 
idiot boy Cornelius Garvin, of Troy, New York. Some of 
the facts found their way into the newspapers at the time of 
their occurrence. 

Mrs. Garvin, the mother of the boy, was a poor, but hon- 
est and respectable Irishwoman, who supported her family 
by hard daily labor. She had placed her imbecile son in 
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the almshouse at Troy, happy in the consciousness of his 
safety, and being near enough to visit him occasionally. ' 
The child, while playing in the grounds, was carried off b y  
bounty brokers, and transported to Albany, where he mas 
enlisted and sent to the front. 

The mother, upon receiving the news, became nearly 
frantic ;and, leaving her work, managed to get to Washing- 
ton, where, through the interest which her story awakened, 
she gained an interview with the President. 

That good man, whose ear was ever open to the appeals 
of humanity and justice, gave her a note to the Secretary 
of War, who referred the case to me. I detailed a detective 
to accompany her to the battle-field. Nearly a month was 
spent in the fruitless search for the lost boy, notwithstanding 
it was proved that "poor Con" was somewhere in the army. 
The disappointed but not discourage& mother went back to 
her toil again, to get money to bring her once more to the 
Capital. 

Seven months passed over in the search, with no clue 
to the boy. Officers lent their assistance, and no means 
were left untried to flnd the wanderer. The persistency of 
purpose, the undying hope and affection of the sorrowing 
mother for her simple "Con," were hardly ever surpassed 
in human experience. 

Unable to read or write, she carried always in her apron 
a large lumber of letters, and other memoranda, from promi- 
nent officers and others, given to aid her nnrewarded search. 
Yet she could, as if by intuition, or the inspiration of her 
love, place her hand upon any of the documents she desired 
to use, and repeat their contents. And whenever she found 
an interested listener to her mournful story, she would select 
the particular document she wanted and give its statements. 

After exhausting tho subject, she would sit in a nlnsing 
mood, gazing into vacancy for several moments, and then 
start from her revery, gather up her treasure of manuscripts, 
and exclaiming : "My poor Con ; I must go and find him I" 
sfie would start again on her journey among the regiment8 
of the Union army. 

When the money which was given her, and earned by 
the severest toil, was gone, she would pet back to Troy, 
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replenish her purse by her daily labor, and returfi to the 
hant for "Con," along a n e r  path of adventure, a n  which 
bad suddenly fallen a ray of hope from some quarter re- 
specting the absent boy. 

Thus month after month passed away, and the undying 
love of this mother for the imbecile child, over whose un-
steady steps and aimless wanderings she had watched with 
a fondness intensified by his very helplessness, led her 
along the army lines, and into the camps, at the heart of 
the great and bloody war. 

':Poor Con !" mas on her lips when she sought brief and 
restless sleep, and at the dawn of day, when she resumed 
the travel, which mould have no pause until darkness made 
it impossible. 

While she was roaming at mill, followed by the sympa- 
thizing interest of the President, and the humblest official in 
the army, I received the following letter :-

BUREAU WAR DEPARTXRNT,Or MILITABYJ U S T ~ ~ ~  June 1,1865. 
OOLO~EL:-

The case of Cornelius Garvin, an idiot boy, enlisted into the Fifty-second 
Regiment of New York Volunteers, has been referred to this bureau for 
report. 

Among the papers in the case, is a letter of yonrs to the Mayor of the 
city of Troy, New York, in which you state thnt Captain Degner-in whose 
company the boy is supposed to have been-refused, or  neglected, to search 
for him, wllen 'ordered to do so, althongh repeatedly assured that Ile was in 
his company, under an assumed name; but, instead of doing so, endeavored 
to intimidate, by threats, privates of his company who 15-ere disposed to aid 
in the search for the boy. 

Be pleased to furnish this bureau with any proof that may be in your 
possession of the statements referred to, or which may otherwise throw light 
on the case. 

It is desirable that any material inforn~rrtion you have in the case should 
be communicated a t  your earliest convenience. 

Your obedient servant, 
TV. W.WINTHROP, 

Major, and Judge-Advocate, for Judge-Advocate General. 

Tc Col. L. C. BAKER,Speci~l Agent War Department. 

Mr. Trott, from this bureau, has twice cnlled at your office on this subject. 

But all efforts to find Cornelius Garvin were in vain. 
Several times the mother seemed to be near him; but the 

1.F 
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joy at the prospect of meeting him soon faded before cruel 
riisappoint~nentr. 

It was rumored that he died in the army ; which mas 
doubtless true, for no further tidings to this hour, I be-
lieve, have been received of his fate. I append a report 
of my investigations in the case, addressed to the Nayor of 
Troy. 

WASUIN~TON,D. C., J m e 8,1865. 
Mayor THORNE, Troy, New Pork:- 

SIR-Nearly two years since Mrs. Catherine Garvin, the mother of the 
Idiot boy Cornelius Garvin, dleged to have been stolen from the County- 
House at  Troy, applied to my headquarters in this city for assistance to  find 
said boy. With the meagre facts at my disposal, I immediately instituted a 
search, which has resulted in disclosing the following facts :-

1st. That the idiot toy, C. Garvin, was stolen, or surreptitiously taken from 
the County Poorhouse at  Troy; that he was enlisted, sent to  Riker's Island, 
assigned to the Fifty-second New York Volunteers, ,and forwarded, with 
other recruits, to Alexandria, Virginia; that said Garvin was seen and recog- 
nized by a number of privates of Company I, at Mitchell's Station, Virginia,. 
afterward at Mine Run, and other places; i t  is further shown that Captain 
Degner, Company I, Fifty-second Regiment New York Volunteers, was 
repeatedly informed that said idiot boy was in his company, under an 
assumed name; that he, Captain Degner, instead of prosecuting the search 
for said boy, as directed by his commanding officer, attempted to intimidate, 
by threats of pnnish~nent, those privates of his company who were disposed 
to assist Mrs. Garvin and others engaged in the investigation. 

Some time in the month of May, 1864, by direction of the Hon. Secretary 
of War, I dispatched a detective officer to  your city for ttie purpose of ascer- 
taining, if possible, whether the boy, Con. Garvin, was sold, taken away, or 
enlisted by the Superintendent of the County Poorhouse. While the testi- 
mony elicited did not directly implicate the said superintendent, enough wae 
shown to  satisfy me that said idiot boy could not have escaped without the 
direct knowledge and connivance of said superintendent. The subsequent 
conduct of the  superi~~tendent toward'-Mrs. Garvin and. those engaged in the 
investigation, in my opinion, strongly confirms this opinion. 

Since the arrival of the Fifty-second New Yorl; Volunteers in this city I 
have placed Captain Degner under arrest, to  await a further derelopment of 
facts. I am exceedingly desirous of probing this matter to  the bottoxl:. Our 
late beloved President, the Hon. Secretary of War, Brigadier-Geqerals Hardy 
and Townsend. and in fact all the officers connected with the War Depart- 
ment who have listened to Mrs. Garvin's statements, have taken a deep inter- 
est in this case. The enormity.of tlle crime, the affection of the poor mother 
for her mn, her energy, her persistence and determiration in following up 
every visible trace of her poor idiot boy, has awakened, in the minds of all 
tljose co~~versant with the facts and circurnstnnces of the case, a feeling of 
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deep interest and sympathy. I believe that the boy is still living, and will yet 
be found. I shall neither spare time or means in prosecuting my investiga-
tions, with a view to bring to'speedy justice all those engaged in this inhuman 
and diabolical outrage. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, . 

L. a. BAKER, 
Cblonel. and Agent Wnr Depsrtment. 



C H A P T E R  X S I I I .  

TEE GREAT CONSPIRACY. 

Ansass~nations-Eglon, King of Yoab--C~sar, Emperor of Rome-Jmes  I. of 
~n~ land- Idad ,  the French Revolutionary Leader-Alexander of Russia-
Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States. 

THE history of treason, conspiracy, and assassination, 
would be a record of awful interest--a revelation of singular 
contrasts in motive, while the tragical end sought was the 
same. . The desperate determination to secure, at least avenge 
trampled rights ; religious fanaticism ; and revengeful pas- 
sion ; these have been the most frequent causes of a resort to 
treasonable plots and regicide, with its kindred homicides, 
and attempted murder of representative men in a State. 

As introductory to the narrative of the facts respecting 
tke assassination of Mr. Lincoln, which came under my eye 
and official investigation, with fresh details and docimients, 
I shall cite a few illustrations from the annals of the past, 
not unfamiliar to intelligent readers, but which, grouped 
together, will be a suggestive background for the most 
revolting scene of depravity treason has ever presented to 
the world. The earliest instance of regicide in the sacred 
annals is that of Ehud, the left-handed Benjainite. To 
avenge the tyranny of Eglon, the king of Moab, the invader 
of his copntfy: he made a two-edged dagger, over a foot and 
a half in length,. and, hiding i t  under his robe, took in his 
hand a present 'to the king. Feigning important intelligence, 
the ruler ordered the attendants to retire, when Ehud with 
his left hand-drew the dagger from his right side, thrust it 
into the kingfs body over the hilt, and, leaving it there, fled, 
after shutting hehind him and locking the "doors of the 
parlor." He then blew a trumpet, raised an army, drove 
back the invaders, and delivered the nation 'from a foreign 
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yoke. It was a successful assassination, because a derr~ier 
resort in resisting oppressive usurpation, and under the 
providential sanction of the Almighty. 

In old Roman history, the mind turns intuitively to the 
successful conspiracy of which Brutus was the leader ; and 
who, qndortbtedly, was governed by patriotic motives. He 
~onglltto restore the Government to the hands of the Senate 
and the people. This friend of Caesar very reluctantly con-
sented to become a traitor ; and did not, until the persistent 
and crafty appeals of Cassius and his fellow-conspirators 
made him feel that he must strike the blow for the people. 

Plutarch's description of the assassination is graphic :-
"When C ~ s a r  entered the house, the senate rose to do 

him honor. Some of Brutus's accomplices came up behind 
his chair, and others before it, pretending to intercede, along 
with Metilius Cimbri, for the recall of his brother from 
exile. They continued their entreaties till he came to bis 
seat. When he was seated, he gave them a positive denial ; 
and as they continued their importunities with an air of com- 
pulsion, he grew angry. Cimbri, then, with both hands, 
pulled his gown off his neck, which was the signal for the 
attack. Casca gave him the first blow. It was a stroke 
upon the neck with his sword, but the wound was not dan- 
gerous ; for in the beginning of so tremendous an enterprise 
he was probably in some disorder. Csesar, therefore, turned 
upon him, and laid hold of his sword. At the same time 
they both cried out, the one in Latin-' Villain ! Casca l 
what dost thou mean?' and the other'in Greek, to his bro- 
ther-' Brother, help !' 

"After such a beginning, those who knew nothing of the 
conspiracy were seized with consternation aria h o p r ,  inso- 
~nnch that they durst neither fly, nor assist, nor even utter n 
word. All the conspirators now drew their swords, and 
surroulidad him in such a manner, that whatever way he 
turned he saw nothing bat steel gleaming i n  his face, and 
met nothing but wounds. Like somb savage -beast attacked 
by the hunters, he found every hand lifted against him, for 
they all agreed to have a share in the saErifice and a taste of 
his blood. Therefore Brutus himself gave: him a stroke in 
the groin. Some say, he opposed the re&, and continlied 
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atrliggling and crying out till lie perceived the sword of 
Brutus ; then he drew his robe over his face, and yielded to 
his fate. Either by accident, or pushed thitlicr by the con-. 
spirators, he expired on the pedestal of Pompey's statue, and 
dyed it mitli his blood: so that Polnpey seemed to preside 
over the work of vengeance, to tread his enemy under hi3 
feet, and to enjoy his agonies. Those agonies mere great, for 
he received no less than three-and-twentx wounds ; and 
many of the conspirators wounded each other as they were 
aiming their blows at him. 

"Caesar thus dispatched, Brutus advanced to speak to 
the Senate, and to nssigri his reasons for what he had done ; 
but they could not hear to hear him; they fled out of the 
house, and filled the people with inexpressible horror and 
dismay. Some shut 11p their houses ; others left their shops 
and counters; all were in motion : one was running to see 
the spectacle ; another running back. Antony and Lepidus, 
Caesar's principal friends, withdrew, and hid themselves in 
other people's houses. Meantime, Brutus and his confed- 
erates, yet warm from the slaughter, marched in a body, 
with their bloody swords in their hands, from the senate- 
house to the capitol, not like men that fled, but witli an air 
of gayety and'confidence, calling the people to liberty, and 
stopping to talk with every man of consequence ~vlloin they 
met. There were some who even joined them, and mingled 
with their train ; desirous of appearing to have liad a share 
in the action, and hoping for one in the glory;" 

A no less conspicuous, and still more modern conspiracy, 
although a failure, was the Gunpowder Plot of England, 
under James I.;-the grandest conspiracy in its scope, and, 
if successful, in results, on record. Religious fanaticism 
was its inspiration. The king's growing dislike of the 
Catholics, and Parliamentary enactments unfavorable to 
their prosperity, awakened a fierce opposition. Tliis enmity 
was organized into a conspiracy, under Ro bert Catesby. 
He was "a gentleman of good property, in Northampton 
and Warwickshire, " says Keightly, "descended from the 
minister of Richard III., and had been brought up a Catho- 
lic ; but he deserted that religion, plunged into all sorts of 
excesses, and ran through his patrimony. He then (159E) 
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retlnmedto his altl religion, and, making up for his apostasy 
by zeal, became a fanatic, and engaged in all the treasons 
and conspiracies which agitated the latter years of Elizabeth. 

"Me now conceived the diabolical project of blowing up 
the Parliament-house with This design he 
communicated in Lent, 1604, to John Wright and Thomag 
Winter, two Catholic gentlemen of good character, family, 
and fortune. The latter hesitated at first, but his scruples 
soon gave way, and he went over to the Netherlands on a 

double mission ; the one was to try to induce the constable 
of Castile, who was coming over to conclude the peace, to 
make some stipulations in favor of the Catholics; the other 
to engage in the plot some gentleman of courage and of 
military knowledge and experience. Finding that the Court 
of Spain would not hazard the peace which ~va:, so neces- 
sary to it, on their account, he proceeded to execute the 
other part of his commission ; and the person on whom he 
fixed was one Guy Fa~vliei, a man of good family in York- 
shire, who, having spent his littie property, had entered the 
Spanish service. If we may credit Father Greenway, the 
associate and pane~~yrist of the conspirators, Famkes mag r'a man of great piety, of exemplary temperance, of mild 

.and cheerful demeanor, an enemy of broils and disputes, a 

faithful friend, and remarkable for his punctual attendance 

upon religious observances '-in a word, a fanatic in whose 

eyes religion justified every deed. Though this high-wrought 

character is doubtless beyond the truth, there seems on the 

other hand to be no ground for regarding Fawkes as a mere 

vulgar rnffian. 


"On the night of the 11th of December, Catesby and his 
associates entered the house in Westminster, well supplied 
with mining tools, and with hard eggs and balied meats for 
their support. They began to mine the wall of three yards in 
thickness between theirs and the Parliament-house. Fa~vkes 
stood sentinel while the others wrought. They spread the 
matter mllicll they extracted in the day over the garden at 
niqht, and not one of thein erer went out of the house, or 
eve11 into the upper part of it, lest they might be seen. 
Tl~eywrought without ceasing till Clirist~nas-eve, when 
Fawkes brougllt tlieni i~tel l igenc~ that Parliament was fur. 
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ther prorogued till October. They then agreed to separate 
till after the holidays, when they would resume their labors. 

In February they renewed their labors in the mine, and 
they had pierced half way through the wall, when they snd- 
denly, as we are assured, heard the tolling of a bell within 
We wall under the Parliament-house ; they stopped a ~ ~ d  lis-
tened ; Fawkes mas called down, and he also heard it. On 
sprinkling the place, however, with holy water, the myste- 
rious sound ceased ; it was frequently renewed. but the same 
remedy always proved efficacious, and it at length ceased 
altogether. One day they heard a rushing noise over their 
heads ; they thought they were discovered, but Famkes, on 
inquiry, found that it was made by a man of the name of 
Bright, who was selling off his coals from a cellar under the 
House of Lords, in order to remove. They resolved at once 
to take the cellar, for, exclusive of the labor, they found 
the water now coming in on them. The cellar was taken in 
Percy's name also ; twenty barrels of powder were conveyed 
to it from the house in Lambeth, their iron tools and large 
stones were put into the barrels with it, in order to give 
more efficacy to the explosion, aud the whole mas covered 
with billets and fagots ; and lumber and empty bottles were 
scattered through the cellar. They then closed it up, placing 
marks withinside of the door, that they might be able to 
ascertain if any one sliould enter it during their absence. 
Having sent Falvkes to Flanders to inform Sir William 
Stanley and other English officers of the project, and try to 
obtain foreign aid, they separated for the summer. In the 
autumn, Sir Edmund Baynhanz mas sent to Rome, as the 
agent of the conspirators, with whose designs it is likely he 
was acquainted. As it was necessary to have llorses and 
arms ready, Catesby pretended that he ~vascommissioned 
to raise a troop of horse for the Spanish service, and he had 
thus a pretext for collecting arms, tic., n t  his own house, 
and at that of C; rant : and several Catholic gentlemen ~lnder- 
taking to join l~irn as volunteers, he di~aected them to pre- 
pare their arms, a 1 ~ 3  to be ready when called on. He and 
Percy now thought it necessary to associate some geritleinen 
of wealth, in order to obtain tllt: requisite funds ;and they 
fixed on Sir Everasd Digby, of Rutlandshire, dmbrosc 
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Rookwood, of Suffolk, and Francis Tresham, of Northamp- 
tonshire ; the two first, who were weak bigots, but virtuous 
men, hesitated at first, but finally joined cordially in the 
project; the last, a man of indifferent character, was only 
admitted on account of his wealth, and Catesby, it is said, 
had always a mistrust of him. w 

"Parliament being finally appointed to meet on the 5th 
of November, the conspirators made their final arrangements. 
Famkes was to fire the mine, by means of a slow match, 
which would take a quarter of an hour to reach the powder ; 
and as soon as he had lighted it, he was to hasten and get 
aboard a small vessel which was ready in the river, and 
carry the news over to Flanders. Digby was on that day to 
assemble a number of the Catholic gentry, under pretext of a 
hunting-party, at ~unchurch,in War~ ichs l~ i re; and as soon 
as they heard of the blow being struck, they were to send a 
party to seize the Princess Elizabeth, who was at Lord Har- 
rington's, in that neighborhood, and she was to be pro- 
claimed in case Winter should fail in the part assigned him, 
of securing one of her brothers. 

"There mas one point which had been disputed from the 
beginning, namely, how to act with respect to the Catholic 
nobles. Catesby, it would seem, haCi little scruple about 
destroying them with the rest, but the majority were for 
saving their friends and relations. Tresham, in particular, 
was most earnest to save his brothers-in-law, the Lords 
Stourton and Mounteagle. I t  was finally agreed that no 
express notice shoulcl be given, but that various pretexts 
should be employed to induce their friends to stay away. 
This, however, did not content Tresham, and some days 
after he urged on Catesby and Percy that notice should be 
given to Lord Mounteagle ; and on their hesitating, he hinted 
that he should not be ready with the inoney he had promised, 
and proposed that the catastroplle should be put off till the 
closing of the Parliament. His arguments, ho\vever, proved 
ineffectual. 

"On the 26th of October, Lord Mounteagle went and 
s~ippedat his house at Hoston, where he had not been for a 
month before. At supper a letter mas handed him by a page, 
who said he had received it from a strange man in the street, 
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It was anonymous. By his lordship's direction, a gentleman 
named Ward read it aloud. It desired him to make some 
excuse for not attending Parliament, 'for God and man,' it 
said, 'hath concurred to punish the wickedness of this time,' 
with sundry other mysterious hints. Lord Mounteagle took 
it that very evening to' Lord Salisbury, at TV'hitehall, who 
showed it to some other lords of the council; and it was 
decided that nothing should be done till the king's retarn 
from Royston, where he was hunting. 

"Next day (31st) the king returned to London ; a council 
was held the following day on the subject of the letter, and 
James himself is said to have divined its secret meaning." 
It was determined to search the cellar, bnt not till M o n d a ~  
the 4th. On that day, the Lord Chamberlain, Lord Mount- 
eagle, and others, went to the Parliament-house. They found 
Fawkes in the cellar, but they made no remark, and that 
night, Sir Thomas Knevett, a magistrate, was sent to the 
place with his assistants ; he met Fawkes as he was stepping 
out of the door, and arrested him, and on searching the cellar, 
thirty-six barrels of powder mere discovered. Fawkes was 
brought before the council, where he avowed and gloried in 
his design, but refused to name his accomplices ; he was then 
committed to the Tower. C 

"Fawkes was at first sullen, but on the 8th of November 
he made a full confession, concealing, however, the names of 
his associateo, whom, however, next day he named to Lord 
Salisbury. It is highly probable that, according to custom, 
the rack had been applied to him. 

"In the whole course of history, an instance more demon- 
strative of the baleful effects of a false sense of religion on 
the mind and heart is not to be found than this plot. A 
more horrible design never was conceived ; yet those who 
engaged' in it mere mostly men of mild manners, correct 
lives, and independent fortunes-all, we may say, actuated 
by no ignoble motive, but firmly believing that they were 
doing good service to God. 'I am satisfied,' said Jolln 

.Grant, on the day of his execution, 'that our project was so 
far from being sinful, that I rely on my merits in bearing a 

* He might hayo d&e this, and yet Cecil have known tho real fact already. 
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part of that noble action as an abundant satisfaction and 
expiation for all sins committed by me during the rest of my 
life.' 'Nothing grieves me,' said Robert Winter to Fawkes, 
'but  that there is not an apology made by some to justify 
our doing in this business ; but our deaths will be a suf-
ficient justification of it, and it is for God's cause.' It is said 
by Greenway, that as Rookwood was drawn to execution, 
his wife stood at  a11 open window in the Strand, comforting 
him, and telling him ' to be of good courage, inasmuch as he 
suffered for a great and noble cause.' Of the truth of this, 
however, we are rather dubious ; fear alone would, we 
apprehend, prevent her from giving utterance to such ex-
pressions.' ' 

During the revolutionary movements of the last century, 
no figure attracts more sympathy and interest among the 
actors in sanguinary scenes of unjustifiable violence, than 
that of Charlotte Cord,ty, of Normandy, herself descended 
from the Norman nobility. She was masculine in the vigor 
of her intellect and' acquaintance with political economy, 
but virtuous and modest in character. At first an advocate 
of the French IEevolution, because she hailed it as the dawn 
of national liberty, the unprincipled and bloody aspect it 
soon assumed disheartened and alarmed her, until her single 
absorbing thought mas the protection of whatever of free- 
dom remained to France. 

"Marat," records Madame Jnnot, ''mas at this period 
the ostensible chief of the mountain party, and the most 
sanguinary of its members. He was a most hideous deform- 
ity, both in niind and person; his lank and distorted &a- 
tnres, covered with leprosy, and his vulgar and ferocious 
leer, were a true index of the passions which worked in his 
odious niind. A series of unparalleled atrocities had raised 
3im to the highest power with his party ; and though he 

'professed to be merely passive in the revolutionnry govern- 
rnpnt, his word was law with the Convention, and his fiat 
irrevocable. In every thirig relating to the acquisition of 
wealth he mas incorruptible, and even gloried in his poverty. 
But the immense influence he had acquired turned his brain, 
and he gave full range to the evil propensities of his nature; 
now unchecked by any authority. He had formed princi- 
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ples of political faith in which, perhaps, he sincerely be 
lieved, but which were founded on his inherent love of 
'blood, and his hatred of every human being who evinced 
talents or virtue above his fellow-men. The guillotine wae 
not only the altar of the distorted thing he worshipped? 
under the name of Liberty, but it was also the instrument 
of his pleasures : for his highest gratification was the writ11 
ings of the victim who fell under his axe. Even Robespierre 
attempted to check this unquenchable thirst of human blood ; 
but in vain ; opposition only excited Marat to greater tttroci- 
ties. With rage depicted in his livid features, and with the 
howl of a demoniac, he ~vould loudly declare that rivers of 
blood could alone purify the land, and must, therefore, flow. 
In  his paper, entitled ' L'Ami du Peuple,' he denounced all 
those whom he had doomed to death, and the guillotine 
spared none whom he designated. 

" Charlotte Corday, having read his assertion in this 
journal, that three hundred thousand heads were requisite 
to consolidate the liberties of the French people, could not 
conkain her feelings. Her cheeks flushed with indigna- 
tion :-

" ' What !' she exclaimed, 'is there not in the whole 
country a man bold enough to kill this monster 2' 

" Imagining that, if she could succeed in destroying 
Marat, the fall of his party must necessarily ensue, she 
determined to offer up her own life for the good of her 
country.

" She went to tllz I'alais Royal, and bought a sharp- 
pointed carving-knife, with a black sheath. On her return 
to the hotel in which she lodged-Hotel de la Providence, 
Rue des Angustins-she made her preparation for the deed 
she intended to commit the next day. Having put her 
papers in order, she placed a certificate of her baptism in a 
red pocket-book, in order. to take it with her, and thm'  
establish her identity. Tliis she did because she had re 
solved to make no attempt to escape, and was, therefore. 
certain she should leave hlarat' s house for tlie conciergerie- 
preparatory to her appearing before the revolutionary tri 
bunal . 

"Next morning, the 14th. taking with her the knife slit 
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had purchased, and her red pocket-book, she proceeded to 
Marat's residence. The representative was ill, and could 
not be seen, and Charlotte's entreaties for adruitiance on the 
most urgent business were .unavailing. She therefore with- 
drew, and wrote the following note, which she herself 
delivered to Marat's servant :--

CITIZENREPRESENTATIVE:-
"I am just arrived from Cnen. Your well-known patriotism leads me to 

presume that you will be glad to  be made acquainted with what is passing in 
that part of the Republic. I will call on you again, in the course of the day; 
ha\ e the, goodness' to give orders that I may be admitted, and grant me a few 
minutes' conversation. I have importnnt secrets to reveal to you. 

"CHARLOTTECOBDAY. 

"At seven o'clock in the evening she returned, and 
reached Marat's antechamber ; but the woman who waited 
on him refused to admit her to the monster's presence. 
Marat., however, who was in a bath in the next room, hear- 
ing the voice of a young girl, and little thinking she had 
come to deprive him of life, ordered that she should be 
shown in. Charlotte seated herself by the side of the bath. 
The copversation ran upon the disturbances in the depart- 
ment of Calvados ; and Charlotte, fixing her eyes upon 
Marat's countenance, as if to scrutinize his most secret 
thoughts, pronounced the names of several of the Girondist 
deputies. 

" ' They shall soon be arrested,' he cried, with a howl of 
rage, 'and executed the same day.' 

"He had scarcely uttered these words, when Charlotte's 
knife was buried in his bosom. 

" ' Help !' he cried ; help ! I am murdered.' Be died 
immediately.'' 

The very latest attempt at assassination mas the fruitlegs 
aim of the weapon of death at the life of Alexander of Russia, 
whost, details are still fresh in the minds of the civilized 
world -a madly rash endeavor to slay a monarch unrivaled 
in regard for popular rights, and in the admiration of his 
subjects, no less than of other nations. It revealed the 
slumbering hate of the aristocratic class, and the certainty 
that if a'ruler's policy infringe upon time-honored nxc?nsivr?- 
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ness, and proud but unrighteous distinctions, his life is la 
peril, along with that of the tyrant who exasperates, with 
better reason on their part, the outraged masses. This 
naturally brings me to the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, 
the purest patriot and wisest, most paternal ruler of any age. 

I shall not discuss the political questions and resolutions 
whose issue was the election to the presidential chair of 
Abraham Lincoln, in the autumn of 1860. But to follow 
the conspiracy against his life from the beginning to the 
fearful end, I go back to the thwarted plot wllicll followed 
that popular choice. 

The statement made by a gentleman of Philadelphia, wlio 
mas a prominent actor in the defeat of the deliber~~~te,and 

. well-arranged plan to murder the President rlect, mill 
furnish an argument in behalf of the detective service, the 
strength of which is measured by the value of his useful life 
during more than four years. The narrative was snbstan-
tially as follows :-

In the month of Janu:try, 1861, a gentleman, Ilolding a 
position in this city which made him a proper agent to act 
on the information, was waited upon by s lady, w l ~ ostated 
to him her suspicions or lcno~vledge-wllence derivril we are 
not able to say-of a, plot to assassinate MI=.Lincoln when 
on his way froin his home, in Illinois, to \Vnshington, to be 
inaugurated as President. The active parties, or some of 
them, in the business, were understood to be in Hz~ltirnore. 
At all events, the gentleman considered that the intelligence 
had sufficient foundation to make it his duty to satisfy him-
self whether it might be correct. He accordingly employed 
a detective officer, a man who had in his profession become 
notable for his sagacity and success, to go to Baltimore and 
adopt his own course to detect the parties to and plan of 
the conspiracy. The officer went to Baltimore, and opened 
an office as some sort of broker or agent, under an assumed 
name. Being supplied with needful funds, he made occa-
sions to become acquainted with certain classes of secession-
ists, and by degrees mas on free and easy terms with them. 
He took each man in his humor, dined and supped with 
some, gambled with others, 'treated,' and seconded dissipa-
tions in more ways than need be expressly stated, until he 
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bad secured enough of their confidence to be familiar with 
the particnlars of their schemes. Meanwhile it had been 
ascertained that on the line of the Baltimore Railroad there 
were men engaged in military drilling. Several other detec- 
tives mere employed by the chief to discover the purpwe 
of those organizations ; and, disguised as laborers or farm 
hands, they got themselves mustered in. One of the military 
companies proved to be loyal in its purpose ; another, under 
pretense of being prepared to guard one or more of the 
bridges north of Baltimore, mas designed for quite an oppo- 
site purpose. It mill be remembered that some time before 
Mr. Lincoln set out from his home for Washington, his 
intended route thither was published. A part of the pro- 
gramme was that he should visit Harrisburg and Philadel- 
phia. We believe that Mr. Lincoln mas not advised espe- 
cially of any *personal danger until he was about to go to 
Harrisburg, and then, at the instance of the gentleman 
referred to, he mas urged to proceed without delay to Wash- 
ington. He replied, however, that he had promised the 
people of Harrisburg to answer their invitation, and he 
mould do so if it cost him 1zis life. He accordingly visited 
Harrisburg on the 22d of February. 1861. It mas intended 
he should rest there that evening. But under the manage- 
ment of ' the gentleman,' another arrangement was effected. 
The night train from Philadelpl~ia to Baltimore and Wash- 
ington left at half-past ten o'clock in the evening. It mas 
determined that Mr. Lincoln sho~lld go secretly by that train 
on the evening of the 23d; and to enable him to do so, a 
special train mas provided to bring him secretly &om Harris- 
burg to Philadelphia. After dark, in the former city, when 
it mas presumed he had retired to his hotel, lie accordingly 
took the special train, and came to Philadelphia. Mt-an-
while, in anticipation of his coming, 'the gentleman' had 
insurc?d tlie detention of the Philadelphia and Baltimore 
train, under the pretense that a parcel of important docn 
ments for one of the departments in TVashington must he 
dispatched by it, but which might not be ready until after 
the regular t i m  -of the starting of that train. By a similar 
representation, the connecting train from Baltimore to TTash- 
ington was alsc detained. Owing to the late hour a%which 
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the special train left Harrisburg with Mr. Lincoln, it did not, 
as mas anticipated, reach this city until after the usual Phila- 
delphia and Baltimore time. Mr. Lincoln was accompanied 
by the officer who had been employed in Baltimore. A formi-
dable bundle of old railroad reports had been made up in the 
office of the Philadelphia and Baltimore Company, which the 
officer, duly instructed, had charge of. On the arrival of the 
Harrisburg train, Mr. Lincoln took a carriage in waiting, and 
with his escort was driven to the depot at Broad and Prime 
Streots. The officer made some ostentatious bustle, arriving 
with his parcel for which the train was detained, and pass- 
ing through the depot entered the cars, Mr. Lincoln in his 
company. As Mr. Lincoln passed through the gate, the man 
attending it remarked : 'Old fellow, it's well for you the 
train was detained to-night, or you wouldn't have gone in 
it.' No one aboard the train but the agent of the company 
and the officer knew of Mr. Lincoln's being in it. He was 
conducted to a sleeping car, and thus was kept out of the 
way of observation. To guard against any possible commu- 
nication by telegraph at this time, the circuit was broken, to 
be united when it mould be safe to do so. The plan of the 
conspirators was to break or burn one of the bridges north 
of Baltimore, at the time of Mr. Lincoln's anticipated ap- 
proach, on the following day ; and in the confusion incident 
to the stoppage of the train, to assassinate him in tlie cars. 
Hence the extra precaution above mentioned, regarding the 
telegraph. In due time the train with Mr. Livoln reached 
CTTashington, and he being safe there, the officer, as pre- 
viously instructed, sent a dispatch to 'the -gentleman' that 
' the parcel of documents had been delivered.' The public, 
and, above all, the conspirators, awoke on tlie morning of 
the 24th to be astonished with the intelligence t3hat Mr. Lin- 
coln had arrived in Washington. I t  may be well to mention 
here that the story of his disguise in a 'Scotch cap' and 
cloak, mas untrue. He wore his ordinary traveling cap, aqd 
was in no sense of the word disguised. 

His safe arrival in the Capital, the public receptions, and 
the joyful anticipations of the loyal people, succeeded the 
hours of unappreciated danger, because generally unknown. 



The services of the remarlrable man, during the \Tar, hare 
become familiar history to the humblest citizen. 

April 11, 1865, the National Capital and the country were 
again jubilant over the closing victories of the conflict. The 
recently reinaugdrated President was serenaded, and made 
congratulatory speeches amid the splendors of the evening 
illumination. Then came the 14th, with the commemorative 
flag-raising at Fort Sumter ; and the 17th was set apart for a 
general expression of grateful joy. 

But it was a day of darkness and woe, which has no 
parallel in national annals. The events which shrouded the 
land in this tearful gloom will be detailed in the account of 
the capture of the assassin, and his career in its relation 
to it. 

There was a very extraordinary indifference in the mind 
of Mr. Lincoln in regard to  threats of assassination. some of 
which I communicated to him. Several times 1: walked with 
him in the grounds of the White House, at a late hour of 
the evening, conversing upon such intelligence of the war as 
I had received. Whenever allusion was made to the intima- 
tions of cherished designs upon his life, he almost playfully 
listened, and apparently was unable to believe depravity 
conld go so far as to destroy a friend of all the people, such 
as he felt himself to be. But the risk was taken, and the 
plotting mas too successful against the victorious loyalty of 
the North. 

About ten o'clock in the evening of April 14, 1865, while 
the play, "Our American Consin," mas progressing, a stran-
ger, who proved to be John TVi1lit.s Booth, an actor of some 
note, worked his way into the proscenium box, occqpied by 
the presidential party, .and leveling a pistol close behind the 
head of Mr. Lincoln, he fired, and the ball was lodged deep 
in the brain of the President. The assassill then d r ~ ~ v . : ~  dirk, 
sprang from the box, flourishing the weapon aloft, and 
slaoated, as he reached the stage, the motto npon the es-
cutcheon of the State of Virginia, " Sic Sewper Tyrannis !" 
He dashed across the stage, and before the audience conld 
realize the real position of affairs, the murderer had rllnunted 
u firet horse in waiting ill an alley in the rear of the theatre, 
and galloping off, he escaped for a time. 

19 
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The screams of Mrs. Lincoln first disclosed to the andi-
ence the fact that the President was shot, when all rose, 
man? pressing toward the stage, and exclaiming, "Hang 
him ! Hang him !" The excitement was of tile wildest nature: 
Others rushed for the President's box, while others cried 
out, ''Stand back ! Give him fresh* air !" and called for 
stimulants. It was not known at first where he was wound- 
ed, the most of those about him thinking that he was shot 
through the heart ; but after opening his vest, and finding 
no wound in his breast, it was discovered that he was shot 
in the head, between the left ear and the centre of the back 
part of the head. In a few moments he was borne to a pri-
vate house, Mr. Peterson's, just opposite the theatre, where 
the Surgeon-General, and several prominent physicians and 
surgeons were speedily summoned. Meanwhile the mem- 
bers of the Cabinet, with the exception of Secretary Seward, 
whose life had been attempted by an assassin at about the 
same hour with the President, assembled in the room where 
the Chief Magistrate of the nation lay dying. 

Secretaries Stanton, TVelles? Usher, McCulloch, Attorney- 
General Speed, and Assistant Secretaries Maunsell B. Field, 
of the Treasury, and Judge William T. Otto, of the Interior, 
together with Speaker Colfax, and several other prominent 
gentlemen mere present. The scene was one of extraordi- 
nary solemnity. The history of the world does not furnish 
a parallel. Quiet, breathing away his life serenely, uncon- 
scious of a11 around, sensible to no pain, lay the great MAN 
of the nineteenth century, passing hence to that imniortality 
which has been accorded by Providence to few of earthly 
mould. 

All the long, weary night, the watchers stood by tbe 
couch of the dying President. From the moment when the 
fatal bullet entered his hrain he never spoke, never evineed 
any consciousness, but, with closed eyes, rested in a repose 
which appeared to be the quiet of death. Mrs. Lincoln and 
Captain Robert Lincoln several times entered tlie chamber, 
but their grief was such that they tarried but a brief time, 
tender friends urging them to remain in the adjoining room. 

Day ilawned at length, and the tide of life ebbed more 
rapidly, and at tmenty-two minutes past seven o'clock, 01; 
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the morning of Saturday, April 15, 1865, the President 
breathed his last, closing his eyes as if falling to sleep, and 
his countenance assuming an expression of perfect serenity. 
There mere no indications oT pain, and it was not lrnown 
that he was dead until the gradually decreasing respiration 
ceased a1 together. \ 

The Rev. Dr. Gurley, pastor of the Presbyterian Chnrch, 
in Washington, which Mr. Lincoln attended regularly with 
his family, immediately on its being ascertained that life was 
extinct, knelt at the bedside, and offered an impressive 
prayer, which was responded to by all present. 

Dr. Gurley then proceeded to the front parlor, where 
Mrs. Lincoln, Captain Robert Lincoln, Mr. John Hay, the 
President7 s Private Secretary, and others were waiting, 
where he again offered prayer for the consolation of the 
family. 

The following minutes, taken by Dr. Abbott, show the 
condition of the President throughout the night :-11 P. M., 
pulse 44 ; 11.05 P. M., pulse 45, and growing weaker ; 11.10 
P. N., pulse 45 ; 11.15 P. N.,pulse 42 ; 11.20 P. M., pulse 45, 
respiration 27 to 30 ; 11.26 P. N.,pulse 42 ; 11.32 P. M., pulse 
48 and full ;11.40 P. M., pulse 45 ; 21.45 P. M., pulse 45, respi- 
ration 22 ; 12.08 A; M., respiration 22 ; 12.15 A. M., respiration 
21, ecchymosis of both eyes ; 12.30 A. N., pulse 54 ; 12.32 
A. M., pulse 60 ; 12.35 A. x.,pulse 66 ; 12.40 A. N., pulse 69 ; 
right eye much swollen, and ecchymosed ; 12.45 A. 3r., pulse 
'70, respiration 27 ; 12.55A. BI., pulse 80, struggling motion of 
arms ; 1A. x., pulse 86, respiration 30 ; 1.30 A. M.,  pulse 95, 
appearing easier ; 1.45 A. x., pulse S7, very quiet, respira- 
tion irregular, Mrs. Lincoln present ; 2.10 A. ar., Mrs. Li~icoln 
.retired with Robert Lincoln to an adjoining room ; 2.30 A. N., 

the President is very quiet, pulse 54, respiration 28 ; 2.52 
A. ~r. ,pulse 48, respiration 30 ; 3 A. nr., visited nguin by Mrs. 
Lincoln ; 3.25 A. N., respiration 24, and regular ; 3.25 A. ar., 
prayer by the Rev. Dr. Gurlep ; 4 A .  x.,respiration 26, and 
regular ; 4.15 A. aa., pulse 60, respiration 25 ; 5.50 a. ar., res-
piration 28 and regular, sleeping ; 6 A. ~ r . ,pulse failing, res- 
piration 28 ; 6.30 A. N., still failing, and labored breathing ; 
7 A. 11. symptoms of immediate dissoluticn ; 7.22 A .  H., 
death 
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Sr~rroundingthe death-bed of the President were Secreta- 

ries Stanton, \\relies, Usher, Attorney-General Speed, Post. 
master-General Dennison, M. T. Field, Assistant Secretary 
of the Treasury ; Judge Otto, Assistant Secretary of Interior ; 
General Halleck, General Meigs, Senator Sumner, F. R. 
Andrews, of New York ; General Todd, of Dacotah ; John 
Hay, Private Secretary ;Governor Oglesby, of Illinois ;Ben 
era1 Farnsworth, Mr. and Miss Kenny, Miss Harris, Captain 
Robert Lincoln, son of the President, and Dr. E. W. Abbott, 
R. K. Stone, C. D. Gatch, Neal Hall, and Leiberman. Sec-
retary McCulloch remained with the President until about 5 
A. M., and Chief-Justice Chase, after several hours attend- 
ance during the night, returned again early in the morning, 

A special Cabinet meeting was called immeaiately after 
the President's death, by Secretary Stanton, and held in the 
room where the corpse lay. Secretaries Stanton, Welles, 
and Usher, Postmaster-General Dennison, and Attorney. 
General Speed, were present. 

After his death, a complete examination was made of the 
mound with the following result : The ball entered the skull 
midway between the left ear and the center of the back of 
the head, and passed nearly to the. right eye. The ball and 
two loose fragments of lead mere found io the brain. Sin-
gularly enough, both orbital roofs were fractured inwardly. 
properly from contre-coup. The tenacity of life was special- 
ly noticed by every surgeon in attendance. The brain was 
taken out, but a considerable portion of it had already 
escaped from the wound. 

Ford's Theater, now converted into a 'museum of war 
relics, is situated on Tenth Street, just above E Street ; a 
large edifice, built of brick, and plain in appearance. Tlie 
four upper boxes were the boses of the theatre, and very 
elegant and spacious. 

The box mhich the President occupied, and which ma8 
known .as "The President's Box," consisted of the tlvo 
upper boxes on the right-hand side of the house as you face 
the stage, thrown into one. It was fitted up with great ele- 
gance and taste. The curtains were of fine lace and buff 
satin, tclie paper dark and figured, the carpet Turkey, tlie 
seats velvet, and the exterior ornamentations were lit up 



with a chaste chandelier suspended from the outside. A 
winding rtaircase led up to the lobbies which conducted (to 
the box, and unless the arrangements mere stringent, no 
decently dressed person would find much difficulty, proba- 
Illy, in entering after being opened for the ingress of the 
party. The house would hold probably between two and 
three thousand people. 

There were two alleys at Ford's Theater. One led from 
the stage, along the east side of the theateq'between the 
theatre and a refreshment saloon, and so out to Tenth Street. 
The alley was neatly paved, and boirded and papered on 
both sides. Th_e entry to it from the stage was through a 
glass door, and the exit from it on to ~ e n t h  Street through a 
wooden one. 

The other passage-way led from the back of the tlipa~re to 
a small alley which communicated with Ninth and other 
streets, and conducted to a livery-stable locality. It was io 
this alley that the horse of the murderer was kept waiting. 

The Tenth Street door would have been too public, and 
escape, even temporary, a matter of impossibility. But the 
escape by the alley leading from the back of the stage was 
comparatively safe. 

There were tmo doors there, one used for the egress and 
ingress of the actors, and the other devoted to the accommo- 
dation of scenery and machinery. It mas through the smaller 
one that the assassin made his exit. 

On one occasion I carried to Mr. Lincoln two anonymous 
communications, in which he mas threatened with assassina- 
tion. I n  a laughis,  joking manner, he remarked, "We& 
Baker, what do they want to kill me for? If they kill me, 
they will run the risk of getting a worse man." 



C H A P T E R  S X I V .  

THE ASSASSINS CAPTURED. 

Excitelnont around my Headquarters at Washington-The Chief Conspirator-A 
Graphic Narratire of his Arrest-His Burial-Deeire for Relics from his Body- 
Hanging of the Conspirators. 

ALONGwit11 m y  own narrative, and tliat of other officers, 
I shall freely quote from sketches mritjten at the time by 
others, and chiefly at my  headquarters, around wliich the 
excitement attending the dreadful tragedy seemed to surge, 
like a felt but invisible tide, gatliering strength every hour. 
To gratify, as fhr as possible to do so, the mournful c~uioeity 
of the people to learn the details of the affhil; some corre- 
spondence directly fieom the centre of investigation and emo- 
tion was allowed. Wit11 this general esplant~tion, there will 
be no further reference to the extracts; they will be indi- 
cated by their connection and the tone of narrative, and 
quite accurate in det.ai1. 

One of the writers, whose account of Booth's arrest may 
aeem somewhat '' sensational," and who sat in my office un-
der unusual nervous excitement, created by the extraordi- 
nary circumstances, is now a foreign correspondent of a 
leading New York daily. 

"John Wilkes Booth was the projector of the plot against 
the President, which culminated in the taking of that good 
man's life. He had rolled under his tongue the sweet para. 
graphs of Shakespeare referring to Brutus, as his father had 
so well, that the old man named one son+Junius Brutus, and 
the otlier John Willies, after the wild English agitator, until 
it became his ambition, like the wicked Lorenzino de hledici, 
lo stake his life upon one stroke for fame, the murder of a 
ruler obnoxiotls to the Soutl~. 

"Booth shranlr at 1i1-st from niurder i ~ ~ t i lanother and 
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less dangerous resolution failed. This was nc lesa than the 
capture of the President's body, and its detention or trans- 
portation to the South. I do not rely for this assertion upon 
his sealed letter, where be avows it ; there has been found 
upon a street within the city limits a house belonging to one 
Mrs. Greene, mined and furnished with underground apart- 
ments, furnished with manacles, and all the accessories to 
private imprisonment. Here the President, and as many au 
could be gagged and conveyed away mith him, were to be 

/concealed, in the event of failure to run them into the.Con- 
federacy. Owing to his failure to group around him as many 
men as he desired, Booth abandoned the project of kidnap- 
ping ; but the honsb was discovered, as represented, ready 
to be blown up at a moment's notice. 

"It was at this time that Booth devised his triumphal 
route through the Sonth. The dramatic element seems to 
have been never lacking, in his design, and mith all his base 
purposes he never failed to consider some subsequent noto- 
riety to be enjoyed. He therefore shipped, before the end 
of 1861, his theatrical wardrobe from Canada to Nassau. 
After the commission of his crime he intended to reclaim it, 
and 'star7 through the South, drawing many, as much by 
his crime as his abilities. 

"When Booth began, 'on his own responsibility,' to 
hunt for accomplices, lie found his theory at fault. The 
bold men he had dreamed of refused to join him in the rash 
attetupt at kidnapping the President, and were too conscien- 
tious to meditate murder. All those who presented them- 
selves mere military men, un~villiag to be subordinate to a 
civilian and it mere play actor, and the mortified bravo found 
himself, therefore, compelled to sink to a petty rank in the 
plot or to make use of base and despicable assistants. His 
vanity foluld it easier to compollnd mith the second aitenls- 
tive than the first 

"Here began the first resolve, mllicll, in its mere ani~nal 
state, me may name courage. Booth found that n tragedy 
in real life could no more be enacted ~rithout greasy-faced 
and knock-kneed supernumeraries than upon the mimic 
stage. Ponr 'First Citizen,' who slrings a stave for Marc 
Antony, and drinks hard porter behind the flies, is very like 
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the bravo of real life, who murders between his cocktails at 
the nearest bar. Wilkes Booth had passed the ordt?,zl of a 
garlicky green-room, and did not shrink from the broader 
and ranker green-room of real life. He assembled around 
him, one by one, the cut-throats at whom his soul would 
have revolted, except that he had become, by resolve, a cut- 
throat in himself. 

"About this time certain gentlemen in Canada began to 
be unenviably known. I make no charges against those 
whom I do not know, but simply say that the Confederate 
agents, Jacob Thompson, Larry McDonald, Clement Clay, 
and some others, had already accomplished enough villainy 
to make TTTilkes Booth, on the first of the present year, be- 
lieve that he had but to seek an interview with them. 

"He visited the provinces once certainly, and three times 
it is believed, stopping in Montreal at St. Lawrence Hall, 
and banking four hundred and fifty-five dollars odd at the 
Ontario Bank. This was his own money. I have myself 
seen his bank-book with the single entry of this amount. It 
was found in the room of Atzeroth at Kirkwood's Hotel. 

"Some one or all of these agents furnished Booth with a 
murderer-the fellow Wood, or Payne, who stabbed Mr. 
Semard, and was caught at Mrs. Surratt's house in Washing- 
ton. He was one of three Kentucky brothers, all outlaws, 
and had himself, it is believed, accompanied one of his 
brothers, who is known to have been at St. Albans on the 
day of the bank delivery. This Payne, besides being posi- 
tively identified as the 'assassin of the Sewards, had no 
friends nor haunts in Washington. He was simply a dis- 
patched murderer, and after the night of the crime struck 
northward for the frontier, instead of soutllward in the com- 
pany of Booth. The proof of this will follow in the course 
of the article. 

"Half applauded, half rebuffed by the rebel agents in 
Canada, Booth's impressions of his visit mere just those 
which would whet him soonest for the tragedy. His vanity 
had been fed by the assurance that success depended upon 
himself alone, and that as he had the responsibility he 
would absorb the fame; and the method of correspondence 
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was of that dark and mysterious shape which powerfully 
operated upon his dramatic temperament. 

('What could please an actor, and the son of an actor, 
better than to mingle as a principal in a real conspiracy, the 
aims of which were pseudo-patriotic, and the ends so as- 
tounding, that at its coming the whole globe would reel. 
Booth reasoned that the ancient world would not feel more 
sensitively the death of Julius Czsar, than the new the sud- 
den taking off of Abraham Lincoln. 

"And so he grew into the idea of murder. It became his 
business thought. It mas his recreation and his study. He 
had not worked half so hard for histrionic success as for his 
terrible graduation into-an assassin. He had fought often on 
the boards, and had seen men die in well-imitated horror, 
with flowing blood upon the keen sword's edge, and the 
strong stride of mimic victory with which he flourished his 
weapon at the closing of the curtain. He embraced con-
spiracy like an old diplomatist, and found in the woman and 
the spot subjects for emulation. 

'(8outheast of Washington stretches a tapering peninsula, 
composed of four fertile counties, which at the remote tip 
make Point Lookout, and do not contain any town within 
them of more than a few hundred inhabitants. Tobacco has 
ruined the land of these, and slavery has ruined the people. 
Yet in the beginning they mere of that splendid stock of ' 

Calvert and Lord Baltimore, but retain to-day only the reli- 
gion of the peaceful founder. I mention, as an exceptional 
and remarkable fact, that every conspirator in custody is by 
education a Catholic. These are loyal citizens elsewhere, 
but the western shore of Maryland is a noxious andpestilen- 
tial place for patriotisin. 

"The country immediately outside of the District of Co- 
lumbia, to the south, is named Prince George's, and the 
pleasantest village of this county, close to Washington, is 
called Surrattsville. This consists of a few cabins at a cross- 
road, surrounding a fine old hotel, the master whereof, giv- 
ing the settlement his name, left the property to his wife, 
who for a long time carried it on wit11 indifferent success. 
Having a son and several daughters, she moved to Wash-
ingto11 soon after the beginning of the war, and left the tav-
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ern to a trusty friend-one John Lloyd. Surrattsville has 
gained nothing in patronage or business from the war, except 
that it became, at an early date, a rebel post-office. The 
great secret mail from Matthias Creek, Virginia, to Port 
Tobacco, struck Snrrattsville, and thence headed off to the 
east of TVashington, going meanderingly north. Of this post 
route Mrs. Surrutt was a manageress ; and John Lloyd, when 
he rented her hotel, assunled the responsibility of looking 
out for the mail, as well as the duty of making Mrs. Snrratt 
at home when she chose to visit him. 

"So Surrattsville, only ten miles from Washington, has 
been throughout the war a seat of conspiracy. I t  was like u 
suburb of Richmond, reaching quite up to the rival capital ; 
and though the few Unionists on the peninsula knew its 
reputation well enough, nothing of the sort came out until 
after the murder. 

"Treason never found a better agent than Mrs. Surratt. 
She was a large, masculine, self-possessed female, mistress 
of her house, and as lithe a rebel as Belle Boyd or Mrs. 
Greensborough. She had not the flippancx and menace of 
the first, nor the social pollrer of the second ; but the rebellion 
has found no fitter agent. 

At iier, country tavern and IVashington lloine, Booth 
was made welcome, and there began the .\ muttered murder, 

ki ,against the nation and mankind. 
"The acquaintance of Mrs. Surratt i<"&olrer BIaryland 

undoubtedly suggested to Booth the rode  of escape, and 
made hini known to his subsequent accomplices. Last fall 
he visited the entire region, as t'ar as Leonardstomn, in St. 
Mary's County, professing to buy land, hut really making 
himself inf~rined upon the rebel post stations, with all the 
leading affiliations upon wlloln he could depend. At this 
time he bought a map, tl fellow to which I have seen among 
Atzeroth's effects, published at Buffalo for tlle rebel govern- 
ment, and marking at hap-hazard all the Bfarylltncl villages, 
but without tracing the high-roads at all. The absence of 
these roads, it will be seen hereafter, very nearly misled 
Booth during his crippled flight. 

"When Bo1t11 cast around him for assistants, he naturally 
selected those men whom he could control. The first that 
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recommended himself was one Harold, a youth of inane and 
plastic character, carried away by the example of an actor, 
and full of execrable quotations, going to show that that he 
mas an imitator of the master spirit, both in text and admira- 
tion. This Harold mas a gunner, and therefore versed in 
arms; he had traversed the whole lower portion of hfary- 
land, and mas therefore a geographer as well as a tool. His 
friends lived at every farm-house between TVashington and 
I ~eonardsville, and he was respectably enough connected, so 
as to make his association creditable as well as useful. 

" Young Snrratt does not appear to have been a puissant 
spirit in the scheme ; indeed. all design and influence therein 
was absorbed by Mrs. Surratt and Booth. The latter was 
the head and heart of the plot ; Mrs. Surratt was his anchor, 
and the rest of the boys were disciples to Iscariot and Jeze- 
bel. John Surratt, a youth of strong Southern physiogno- 
my, beardless and lanky, knew of the murder and connived 
at it. ' Sam' Arnold and one McLaughlin were to have 
been parties to it, but backed out in the end. They all 
relied upon Mrs. Surratt, and took their ' cues' from Wakes 
Booth. 

"l'he conspiracy had its own time and kept its own 
coi~nsel. If urder, except among the principals, mas seldom 
mentio~led except ..Q-J genteel implication. But they all pub-
licly agreed that Xr. Lincoln ought to be shot, and that the 
North wits a race of fratricides. Much was said of Brutus, 
and Booth repeated heroic passages, to the delight of Harold, 
who learned them dso, and wondered if he was not born to 
greatness. 

"In this growing darkness, mhere all rehearsed cold- 
hearted murder, Wilkes Booth grew great of stature. . He 
had found a purpose consonant with his evil nature and bad 
influence over weak men ; so he grew moodier, more vigi- 
lant, more plausible. By mien and temperament he was 
born to handle a stiletto. We have nc face so markedly 
Italian ; it would stand for Czsar Borga any day in the 
pa r .  All the rest were swayed or persuaded by Booth ; his 
~chemeswere three in order :-

" 1st. To kidnap the President a d  Cabinet, and run them 
Youth or blow them up. 
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"2d. Kidnapping failed, to murder the President and the 
rest, and seek shelter in the Confederate capital. k 

"3d The rebellion failed, to be its avenger, and throw 
the country into consternation, while he escaped by  the 
unfrequented parts of Maryland. 

"When this last resolution had been made, the plot was 
bo t l~  contracted and extended. There were made two dia- 
tinct circles of confidants, those aware of the meditated mur. 
der, and those who might shrink from murder, though mill- 
ing accessories for a lesser object. Two colleagues for blood 
were at once accepted, Payne and Atzeroth. 

"Tho former I have sketched; he is believed to have 
visited Washington once before, a t  Booth's ztation ; for the 
ninrder was at  first fixed for the day of inauguration. Atze-
roth mas a fellow of German descent, who had led a despe-
rate life at Port Tobacco, where he was a house-painter. He 
had been a blockade-runner across thePotomac, and a mail- 
carrier. When Booth and Mrs. Surratt broke the design to 
him, with a si~ggestion that there mas wealth in it, he em- 
braced the offer at once, and bought a dirk and pistol. 
Payne $so came from the North to Washington, and, as fate 
would hake it, the President was 'announced to appear at  
Ford's Theater in public. Then the resolv?,'of blood was 
reduced to a definite moment. , 

"On tlle night before the crime, Booth found one on 
whom he could rely. John Snrratt was sent northward b y  
his mother on Thursday. Sam Arnold and ~IcLaughlin, 
each of whom was to kill a Cabinet officer, grewr pig eon-
livered and ran m a y .  Harold, true to his partiality, lin- 
gered around 'Booth to the end'; Atzeroth went so far as to 
take his knife and pistol to Kirkwood's, where President 
Johnson mas stopping, and hid them under the bed. But 
either his collmge failed, or u trifling accident deranged his 
plan. But Pnyne, a professional murderer, stoocl 'game,' 
and fought his may over prostr:ite figares to the sick victim's 
bed. There was great coilfusion a ~ l d  terror among the tacit 
and rash cotlspirators on Thursclay night. Tliey had looked 
upon the plot as of a melodrama, and found to their horror 
that John Wilkes Boot11 mearrt to do murder. 

"Six weeks before the murder,young John Surratt had 
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taken two splendid repeating carbines to Snrrattsville, and 
told John Lloyd to secrete them. The latter made a hole in 
the wainscoting and suspended them from strings, so that 
they fell within the plastered wall of the room below. On 
the very afternoon of the mnrder,Mrs. Surratt was driven to 
Surrattsville, and she told John Lloyd to have the carbineg 
ready, because they would be called for that night. Harold 
was made quartermaster, and hired the liorses. He and 
Atzeroth were mounted between eight o'clock and the time 
of tlre murder, and riding about the streets together. 

"The ~vhole party was prepared for a long ride, as their 
spurs and gauntlets show. It may have been their design to 
ride in company to the Lower Potomac, and by their num-
bers exact subsistence and transportation. 

"Lloyd, I may interpolate, ordered his wife, a few days 
bsfore the murder, to go on a visit to Allen's Fresh. She 
says she does not know why she was so sent away, but 
swears t l~at  it is so. Harold, three weeks before the murder, 
visited Port Tobacco, and said that th4 next time the boys 
heard of him he would be in Spain ; he added that with 
Spain there was no extradition treaty. l i e  said at Surratts- 
ville that he meaut to make a barrel cf money, or his neck 
would stretch. 

''Atzeroth said thal if he over came to Fcrt Tobacco again 
he mould be rich enough to buy the whole place.

"Tlrilkes Booth told a friend to go to Fo~dls  on Friday 
uight and see the best acting in the world. 

"At  Ford's Theater, on Friday night, there were many 
stanllers iu the neighborhood of the door, and along the 
d r ~ s s  circle in the direction of the private box w?\ere the 
President sat. 

"The play went on pleasantly, ~hough Mr. \lTilkes Booth, 
an ot)server of the audience, visited the stage and took nota 
of the position. His alleged associate, the stage-carpenter, 
then recthivrd qtiiet orders to clear tile passage by the wings 
f'rom the pl*ompteis post to the stagb dcor. All this t h e ,  
Xfr. Lincoln, in his fanrily circle, unconscious of the -death 
that crowded fast upon him, witnessed the pleasantry and 
smiled, and felt heartful of gentleness. . 
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'' Snddenly there mas a murmur near tlle audience door, 
as of a nlam speaking above his borind. He said :-

" 'Kine o'clock and forty-five minutes !' 
('These words were reiterated-from mouth to mouth until 

they passed the theater door, and were heard upon the side- 
walk. . 

'' Directly n voice cried, in the same slightly raised mono- 
tone-

" ' Nine o'clock and fifty minutes !' 
"This also passed from man to man, until i t  touched the 

street like a shudder. 
" 'Nine o'clock and fifty-five minutes !' said the same 

relentless voice, after the next interval, each of which nar- 
rowed to a lesser span the life of the good President. 

"Ten o' clock here sounded, and conspiring echo said in 
reverberation-

"'Ten o'clock !' 
"So,like a creeping thing, from lip to lip went- 
" 'Ten o'clock and five minutes !' 
"An interval. 
" 'Ten o'clock and ten minutes !' 
"At this instant Wilkes Bootli appeared in tlle door of 

the theater, and tlie men who had repeated the time so faith- 
fully and so ominously, scattered at  his coming as at some 
warning phantom.

"All this is so dramatic that I fear to excite a laugh wheu 
I write itl. But it is true and proven, and I do not say it, 
but report it. 

"All evil deeds go wrong. While tlie click of the pistol, 
taking the President's life, went like a pang through the 
theater, Payne mas spillilig blood in Mr. Semard's house 
from thtesllold to sick-chamber. But Booth' s broken leg 
delayed him or made him lose his general calmness, and he 
and Harold left Payne to his fate. 

"I have not adverted to tlie hole bored with ggimlet in 
the entry door of Mr. Lincoln's box, and cut out with a pen- 
knife. The theory that the pistol-ball of Booth passed 
through this hole is now exploded. When Booth leaped 
from the box he strode straight across the stage by  the foot-
lights, reaching the prompter's post, which is immediately 
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behind that private box opposite to Mr. Lincoln. From $his 
box to tlie stage-door in the rear, the passage-way leads 
behind the ends of the scenes, and is generally either closed 
LIPby one or more withdrawn scenes, or so narrow that only 
by doubling and turning sidewise can one pass along. On 
this fearful night, however, the scenes mere so adjusted to 
ilie murderer's design that he had n free aisle from the foot 
of the stage to the exit-door. 

"Within fifteen minutes after the murder the wires were 
severeti entirely round the city, excepting only a secret wire 
for Government uses, which leads to Old Point. I am told 
that by this wire tlle Government reached the fortifications 
around IVasliington, first telegraphing all the way to Old 
Point, and then back to tlie out-lying forts. This informa- 
tion comes to me from so many credible cliannels that I must 
concede it. 

"Payne having, as ho thought, made an end of Mr. 
Seward, wllich would have been the case bnt for Robinson, 
the nurse, mounted his horse, and atte~npted to find Booth. 
But tlie town was in alarm, and he galloped at once for the 
open country, taking, as he imagined, the proper road for 
tlie East Branch. He rocle at a killing pace, and when near 
Port Lincoln, on tlie Baltimore pilie, his horse threw him 
headlong. Afoot and bewildered, he resolved to return to 
the city, ~i-hose lights he could plainly see ; but before doing 
SO he concealed l~in~self some time, and made some allnost 
ahsurd eflorts to disguise himself. Cutting a cross section 
from the woolpn undersliirt which covered his niuscular 
arrr., lie made a rude cap of it, and threw away his bloody 
cost. This has since been found- in the woods, and blood 
has been found also on his bosom and sleeves. He also 
spattered himself plentifully with mud and clay, and taking 
an abandoned aick from the deserted intrenchments near by, 
he struck out at once fcr \lTashington. 

"By tlle providence wliich al~vays attends murder, he 
reacheti Mrs. Surrntt's door just as the officers of the Gov-
ern~nent were arresting her. They seized Payne at  once, 
who had ax1 anklvnrd lie to urge in his defense-that he had 
come tliere to dig a trmcli. Tliat night he dug a trench deep 
and broad enough for tlleni both to lie in forever. They 



304 UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE. 

washed his hands, and found them soft and womanish ; his 
pockets contained tooth and nail-brushes, and a delicate 
pocket-knife. All this apparel consorted ill with his as- 
sumed character. 

"Coarse, and hard, and calm, Mrs. Surratt shut up lier 
house after the murder, and waited with her daughters till 
the officers came. She was imperturbable, and rebuked her 
girls for weeping, and would have gone to jail like a statue, 
but that in her extremity Payne knocked at her door. He 
had come, he said, to dig a ditch for Mrs. Surratt, whom he 
very well knew. But Mrs. Surratt protested that she had 
never seen the man at all, and had no ditch to clean. 

" 'How fortunate, girls,' she said, 'that these officers are 
here ; this man might have murdered us all.' 

"Her effrontery stamps her as wortliy of companionship 
with Booth. Payne has been identified by a lodger of Mrs. 
Surratt's as having twice visited the house, under the name 
of Wood. 

"Atzeroth had a room almost directly over Vice-Prksi- 
dent Johnson's. He had all the materials to do murder, but 
1ost;spirit or opportunity. He ran away so hastily, that all 
his arms and baggage were discovered; a tremendons bowie 
knife and a Colt's cavalry revolver mere found between the 
mattresses of his bed. Booth's coat was also found there, 
showing conspired flight in company, and in it three boxes 
of cartridges, a map of Maryland, gauntlets for riding, a spur, 
and a l~andkerchief marked with the name of Booth's mother 
-a mother's souvenir for a murderess pocket. 

"Atzeroth fled alone, and was found at the house of his 
uncle, in Bluntgomery County, Maryland. I do not know 
that any instrument of murder lias ever made me thrill as 
when I d 1 . e ~his terrible-bo~vie-knife fro111 its sheath. 

''I come now to the ride outlof the city by the chief 
assassin and his dupe. Harold met Booth immediately after 
the crime in the next street, and they rode at a gallop past 
the Patent Office and over Capitol Hill. 

b b  As they crossed the Eastern Branch at Uniontown, 
Booth gave his proper name to the officer at the bridge. 
This, mhicll mould seem to have been foolish, was, in 
reality, very shrewd. The officers believed that one of 







Bootlr's accomplicrs litrd given this nan~eIn ordtr to put 
tllexn out of the real Booth's track. So they made efir ts  
elsewhere, and Booth got a start. At midilight, precisely, 
the t~r-o horsen~en stopped at Snrrnttsville, Uootll remaining 
on his nag, ~rllile Harold descended and inloclied lustily at 
the door. Lloyd, the landlord, came clown at once, when 
IIarold pusllecl past into the bar, and obtained a bottle 
of .rvhisl<y, some of mllicli he gave to Booth iminediately. 
TVhile Bootli was drinking, Harold went up stairs and 
brougl~t clonrn one of the carbines. Lloyd started to get 
the otl:er, but Harold said :-

"' We don't want it ; Booth has broken i s  leg, and can't 
carry it.' 

" So the second carbine remained in tLe hall, where the 
officers afterward found it. 

"As the two horsemen started to go off, Booth cried out 
to Lloyd :-

'' Don't you want to hear some news ?' 
" ' I don' t care much about it,' cried Lloyd, by his own 

account. 
" ' We have murdered,' said Booth, 'the President and 

Secretary of State.' 
" And, with this horrible confession, Booth and Harold 

daslied mvay in tlre midnight, across Prince George's County. 
"On Saturday, before sunrise, Booth and Harold, who 

llad ridden all nig1:llt witliout stopping elsewhere, reached 
the liouse of Dr. Mudd, three miles frotn Brynntomn. They 
contracted with him, for twenty-five dollars in greenbacks, 
to set tlie broken leg. Harold, who knew Dr. hludd, intro- 
duced Bootli under anoUier name, and stated that he had 
fallen from liis horse during tlie night. The doctor re-
marked of Booth that lie draped the lower part of his face 
while the leg Jvas being set-; he was silent, and in pain. 
Having no splints in the house, tliey split up an old-fashioned 
~ ~ o o d e n  them. wasband-box and prepared The doctor 
assisted by an Biglislinian, ~vlio at the same time began to 
hew out a pair of crntclies. The inferior bone of the left leg 
was broken vertically across, and, because vertically, it did 
cot yield mlren the crippled nlan mallred upon it. 

"Tire riding boot of Booth had to be cut from his foot ; 
20 
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within mere the words ' ,J. TTTillces.' The doctor says he did 
not notice these. The tnTo lnen ~vtlited around the house all 
day, but toward evening they slipped their horses from the 
stable and rode away in the clire~t~io~l of Allen's Fresh. 

"Belo\%-Ervantown run certain deep and sliniy swamps. 
Along the belt of these Booth and Harold piclied up a nrgro 
named ST-oan, who volunteered to stio~v them the road for 
two dollurs. They gave him five more to sllow them the 
route to Allen's Fresh ; but really wished, as their actions 
intimated, to gain the house of one Sam Coxe, a notorious 
rebel; and probably well advised of the plot. They reached 
tahe house at midnight. It is a fine dwelling, one of the best 
in Maryland ; and after hallooing for some time, Coxe came 
down to the door himself. As soon as he opened it, and 
beheld who the strangers were, he instantly blew aut the 
candle he held in his hand, and, without a word, pulled 
them into the room, the negro remaining in the y a ~ d .  The 
confederates remained in Coxe's house till 4 A. M., during 
which time the negro salv them eat and drink heartily ; but 
when they reappeared they spoke in a loud tone, so that 
Swan could hear them, against the hospitality of Coxe. All 
this was meant to influence the  darkey ; but their motives 
Tveiae as apparent as their words. He conducted them three 
miles further on, when they told him that now they knew 
the 1%-ay,and giving him five dollars more, making twelve 
in all. told hiin to go back. 

"But when the negro, in the dusk of the morning, looked 
after them as he receded, he saw that both horses' heade 
were turnecl once more toward Coxe's, and it was this man, 
doubtless, who harbored the fugitives from Sunday to 
Thursday, aided, possibly, by such neighbors as the Wil- 
sons and Adamses. 

"At the point where Booth crossed the Potomac the 
shores are very shallow, and one must wade out some dis- 
tance to where a boat will float. A white mail came up here 
with a canoe on Friday, and tied it by a stone anchor. Be 
tween seven and eigllt o'clock it disappeared, and in the 
afternoon some men at work on hfethsy Creek, in Virginia, 
saw Booth and Hnlold land, tie the boat's rope to a stone and 
fiing it ashore, and strilre at once across a ploughed field f o ~  
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Kiug George Court House. Many folks entertained them, 
without doubt, but me positively hear of them next at Port 
Royal Ferry, and then at Garrett's farm. 

"The fern Unionists of Prince George's and Charles Coun- 
ties, long persecuted and intimidated, came forward and 
gave iniportant testimony. 

"Among tliese was one Roby, a very fat and very zeal- 
ous old gentleman, whose professions were as ample as his 
perspiration. He told the officers of the secret meetings for 
conspiracy's sake at Lloyd's Hotel, and although a very 
John Gilpin on horseback, rode here and there to his great 
loss of wind and repose, fastening fire coals upon the guilty 
or suspected. 

"Lloyd was turned over to Mr. Cottingham, who had 
established a jail at Robytomn ; that night his house was 
searched, and Booth's carbine fonnd hidden in the wall. 
Three days aftarwvard, Lloyd himself confessed. 

"The little party, under the untiring Lovett, examined 
all the farill-houses helow \ATashington, resorting to many 
sllrelvd expedients, and taking note of the great swamps to 
the east of Port Tobacco ; they reached Ne~vport, at last, aria 
fastened tacit guilt upon many residents. 

''Beyond Bryanto\vn they overhauled the residence of 
Dr. hlndd, and fonnd Bootll's boots. This mas before Lloyd 
confessed, and was tlie first positive trace the officers had 
that they mere really close upon tlie assassins. 

"I do not recall any thing more wild and startling than 
this vague and dangerous exploration of a dimly known, 
hostile, and ignorant country. To tliese few detectives we 
owe much of the subsequent successful precaution of the 
pursuit. They were the Hebrew spies. 

"By this tiirie the country was filling up with soldiers, 
but previously a. second memorable detective party went out 
u~lderthe personal command of JIi~~jor It consist-O'Bierne. 
.rd, besides that officer, of Lee, D'dngelis, Callal~an, Roey, 
Bostwiclr, Hanover, Bevins, and hlcHenry, and embarked 
at TTTashington 9n a steam-tug for C11appel17$ Point. Here a 
nrilitary station had long been established for tlie prevention 
of bloclrade and mail running across the Potornao. It waa 
comnlauded by Lieutenant h r e r t y ,  and gmrisoned hy s2kty-
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five men. On Tuesday night Major O'Bierne's party reached 
this place, and soon afterward a telegraph station was estab- 
lished here by an invaluable man to the expedition, Captain 
Beckwith, General Grant's chief cipher operator, who tapped 
the Point Looliout wire, and placed the War Department 
within a moment's reach of the theater of events. 

"Major 07Bierne's party started at once, over the worst 
road in the world, for Port Tobacco. 

"If any place in the world is utterly given over to de- 
ppwity, it is Port Tobacco. From this tomn, by a sinuous 
creek, there is flat-boat navigation to the Pot+omac, and 
across that river to Mattox Creek. Before the war, Port 
Tobacco was the seat of a tobacco aristocracy and a haunt of 
negro traders. I t  passed very natnrally into a rebel post for 
blockade-runners and a rebel post-office general. Gambling, 
corner-fighting, and shooting matches were its lyceum edu- 
cation. Violence and ignorance had every suffrage in the 
town. Its people mere smugglers, to all intents, and there 
was neither Bible nor geography to the whole region adja- 
cent. Assassination mas never very unpopular at Port To- 
bacco, and when its victim was a Northern President, it 
became quite heroic. A month before the murder, a provost- 
marshal near by mas slain in his bed-chamber. For such a 
town and district, the detective police mere the only effective 
missionaries. 

"The hotel here is called the Brawner House ; it has a 
bar in the nethermost cellar, and its patrons, carousing in 
that imperfect light, look like the denizens of some burglar's 
crib, talking robbery between their cups ; its dining-rooni is 
dark and tumble-down, and the cuisine bears traces of Kaffir 
origin ; a barbecue is nothing to a dinner there. The court- 
house of Port Tobacco is the most superfluous house i11the 
place, except the church. It stands in the center of the 
town, in a square, and the dwellings lie about it closely, as 
if to throttle justice. Five hundred people exist in Port 
Tobacco ; life there reminds me, in connection with the 
slimy river and the adjacent swamps, of the great reptile 
period of the world, when iguanodons, and pterodactyls, and 
plesioeauri ate each other. 

"Into this abstract of Gomorrah the few detectives went 



MRS. \TlIEEI,EK-CRA,V~;I,E-FI~I~ITl.ESS SE-iRCI1. 311 

like angels ~ v h o  visited Lot. They pretended to be inquiring 
for friends, or to have business designs, and the first people 
they heard of were Harold and Atzerotl~.. The latter had 
visited Port Tobacco three weeks before the murder, and 
intimated ai that time his design of fleeing the country. 
But everybody denied having seen him subsequent to t,he 
crime. 

"Atzeroth had been in town just prior to the crime. He 
had been living with a widow woman, named Mrs. Wheeler, 
and she was immediately called upon by Major O'Bierne. 
He did not tell her what Atzeroth had done, but vaguely 
hinted that he had committed some terrible crime, and that 
~ incehe had done her wrong, she could vindicate both her- 
self and justice by telling his whereabouts. The woman 
admitted that Atzeroth had been her bane, but she loved 
him, and refused to betray him. 

"His trunk was found in her garret, and in it the' key 
to his paint shop in Port Tobacco. The latter mas fruitlessly 
searched, but the probable whereabouts of Atzeroth in Mont- 
gomery County obtained, and Major O'Bierne telegraphing 
there immediately, tlie desperate fellow was found and 
locked up. A man named Crangle, who had succeeded 
At;leroth in Mrs. Wheeler's pliable affections, wa,s arrested 
at once and put in jail. A number of disloyal people mere 
indicated or "spotted" as in no wise angry at the Presi- 
dents  taking off, and for all such a provost prison was 
est,ablished. 

"A few miles from Port Tobacco dwelt a soMary woman, 
who, when questioned, said that for many nights she had 
heard, after she had retired to bed, a man enter her cellar, 
and be there all night, departing before damn. Major 
O'Bierne and the detectives ordered her to place a lamp in 
her window the next night she heard him enter ; and at darlc 
t.hey established a cordon of armed officers around the place. 
At midnight punctually she exhibited the light, when the 
officers broke int,o the house and thoroughly searched it, 
mit.llout result. Pet  the woman positively asserted that she 
ha,d heard the man enter. 

"It was afterward found that she was of diseased mind. 
"By this time the military had come up in considerable 
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num bers, and Major O'Bierne was enabled to confer with 
Major Wait, of the Eighth Illinois. 

"The major had pushed on, on Monday night, to Leon- 
ardstomn, and pretty well overhauled that locality. 

" I t  mas at this time that preparations were made to hunt 
the s~vamps aronnd Chapmantown, Bethtown, and Allen's 
Fresh. Booth had been entirely lost since his departure 
from Rludd's house, and it was believed that he had either 
pushed on for the Potomac or taken to the swamps. The 
officers sagaciously determined to follow him to the one, and 
to explore the other. 

"The swamps tributary to the various branches of the 
IVicomico River, of which the chief feeder is Allen's Creek, 
bear various names, such as Jordan's Swamp, Atchall'a 
Swamp, and Scrub Smamp. There are dense krowths of 
dogwood, gum, and beech, planted in sluices of water and 
bog, and their width varies from a half mile to four miles, 
while their length is upward of sixteen miles. Frequent 
deep ponds dot this wilderness place, with here and there a 
stretch of dry soil, but no human being inhabits the malari- 
ous extent ; even a hunted murderer would shrink from 
hiding there. Serpents and slimy lizards are the only living 
denizens ; so~netimes the coon takes refuge in this desert 
from the hounds, and in the soft mud a thousand odorous 
muskrats delve, and now and then a tremulous otter. But 
not even the hunted negro dare to fathom the trettclierous 
clay, nor make himself a fellow of the slimy reptiles which 
reign absolute in this terrible solitude. Here the soldiers 
prepared to seek for the President's assassins, and no search 
of the kind has ever been so thorough and patient. The 
Shawnee, in his stronghold of despair in the heart of the 
Okeefenokee, mould scarcely have changed homes with 
Wilkes Booth and David Harold, hiding in this inhuman 
country.

"The military forces deputed to pursue the fugitives 
mere seven hundred men of the Eighth Illinois Cavalry, six 
hundred men of the Twenty-second Colored Troops, and one 
hundred men of the Sixteenth New York. These swept the 
swamps hy detachments, the mass of them dismounted, with 
cavalry at the belts of clearings, interspersed with detective8 
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at frequent intervals in the rear. They first formed a strong 
picket cordon eotirely around the swamps, and then, drawn 
u p  in two orders of battle, advanced boldly into the bog by 
two lines of march. One party swept the swamps longitu- 
dinally, the other pushed straight across their smallest 
diameter. 

"A similar march has not been made during the war;  
the soldiers mere only a few paces apart, and in steady order 
they took the ground as it came, now plunging to their arm-

!pits in foul sluices of gangrened water, now hopelessly sub- 
merged in slime, now attacked by legions of mood-ticks, now 
tempting some unftlithful log or greenislily solid morass, and 
plunging to tlie tip of the skull in poisonous stagnation ; the 
tree boughs rent their uniforms; they came out upon dry 
land many of them without a rag of garment, scratched, and 
gashed, and spent, repugnant to themselves, and disgusting 
to tliose who saw them ; but not one trace of Booth or Har-
old was anywhere found. \TTl~erever they might be, the 
swamps did not contain them. 

"\irliile all this was going on,a force started from Point 
Lookout, and swept the narrow necks of St. Mary's quite up 
to Medley's Neck. To complete the search in this part of 
the country, Colonel TVells and Major O'Biernt! started, mitli 
a force of cavalry and infu?try, for Chappell's Point. They 
took the entire peninsula, as before, and marched in close 
skirmish line across it, but without finding any thing of 
note. The manner of inclosing a house was b y  cavalry 
advances,' which held all the avenues till mounted detectives 
came up. Many strange and ludicrous adventures occurred 
on each of these expeditions. While the forces were going 
up  Cobb's Neck there was a counter force coming down 
from Allen's Fresh. 

Major O'Bierne started for Leonardstown with his de-
tective force, and played off Laverty as Booth, and Hoey as 
l d These two advanced to farm-houses and gave their 
assarned names, asking at tlie same time for assistance and 
shelter. They mere generally avoided, except by one Illan 
named Ciaggert, wlro told them they might hide in the woods 
bellirld ll is lrouse. When Claggert mas arrested, however, 
he stated that Iw meant to hide only to give them up. While 
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on this adventure, a man who had heard of the reward came 
very near slrooting Laverty. The ruse now became hazard- 
ous, and the detectives resumed their real characters. 

" One Mills, a rebel mail-carrier, also arrested, saw Booth 
and Harold lurking along the river bank on Friday ; he 
referred Major O'Bierne to one Claggert, a rebel, as having 
seen them also ; but Claggert held his tongue and werlt to 
jail. On Saturday night, Major 07Bierne, thus assured, also 
crossed the Potomac with his detectives to Boone's farm, 
where the fugitives had landed. While collecting informa- 
tion here, a gunboat swung up the stream, and threatened to 
open fire on the party. 

"It was now night, and all the party worn to tlre ground 
with long travel and want of sleep. Lieutenant Laverty's 
men went a short distance down the country and gave up, 
apd Major O'Bierne, with a single man, pushed all night to 
King George's Conrt-House, and next day, Sunday, re-em- 
barked for Chappell's Point. Hence he telegraphed his 
information, and asked permission to pursue, promising to 
catch the assassins before they reached Port Royal. 

" This the department refused. Colonel Baker's men 
were delegated to make the pursuit with the able Lieutenant 
Doherty ; and O'Bierne, who was the most active and suc- 
cessful spirit in the chase, returned to Washington, cheerful 
and contented." 

No lapse of time, nor varied experience, can ever e&ce 
the memory of the hour at headquarters when the follo~ving 
was penned :-

" The face of Lafayette Baker, Colonel, and Chief of the 
Secret Service, overlooks me. He has played the most per- 
ilous parts of tlre war, and is the captor of the late President's 
murderer. The story tlrat I am to tell you, as he and his 
trusty dependants told it to me, will he aptly commenced 
here, where the net was woven which took the dying life of 
Wilkes Booth. 

" When the lnurtlering occurred, Colonel Baker was 
absent from Washington. He returned on the third morning 
andwas at once brought by Secretary Stanton to join the hue 
and cry against the escaped Booth. The sagacious detective 
lturned that nearly ten thousand cavalry, and one-fourth 
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ns many policemen, had been meantime scouring, withont 
plali or compass, the whole territory of Southern Maryland. 
They were treading on each others' heels, and mixing u p  
the thing so badly, that the best place for the culprits to 
have gone would have been in the very midst of their pur- 
suers. Baker at once possessed himself of the little the War 
Department had learned, and started immediately to take 
the usual detective measures, till then neglected, of offering 
a reward, and getting out photographs of the suspected ones. 
He then dispatched a few chosen detectives to certain vital 
points, and awaited results. 

''The first of these was the capture of Atzeroth. Others, 
lilre the talring of Dr. Mudd, simultaneously occurred. 
But the district suspected being remote from the railway 
routes, and broken by no telegraph station, the Colonel, to 
place himself nearer the theater of events, ordered an ope- 
rator, mith the necessary instrument, to tap the wire running 
to Point Lookout, near Chappell's Point, and send him 
prompt messages. 

"The same steamer which took down the operator and 
two detectives, brought back one of the same detectives and 
a negro. This negro, taken to Colonel Baker's office, stated 
so positively that he had seen Booth and another man cross 
the Potomac in a fishing boat, while he was looking down 
upon them from a banlr, that the Colonel was at first skep- 
tical ; but, when examined, the negro answered so readily 
and intelligently, recognizing the man from the photographs, 
that Baker knew at last that he had the true scent. 

"Straightway he sent to General Hancock for twenty-fire 
men, and while the order was go in^ drew do~yn his coast 
survey maps, mith that quick detective intuition amounting 
almost to inspiration. He cast upon the probable ronte and 
destination of the refugees, as well as the point where he 
would soonest strike them. Booth, he knew, would not 
keep along the coast, with frequent deep rivers to cross, nor, 
indeed, in any direction east of Richmond, where he was 
liable at any time to cross our lines of occupation ; nor, 
being lame, could he ride on horseback, so as to place him- 
self very far westward of his point of debarkation in, Vir-
ginia. But he would travel in a direct course from Bluff 
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Point, where he crossed to Eastern Maryland, and this would 
take him through Port Royal, on the Rappahannock River, 
in time to be intercepted by the outgoing cavalrymen. 

"When, therefore, twenty-five men, under one Lieuten- 
ant Dogherty, arrived at his office doors, Baker placed the 
whole under control of his former Lieutenant-Colonel, E. J. 
Conger, and of his cousin, Lieutenant L. B. Baker-the frst 
of Ohio, the last of New York-and bade them go with all 
dispatch to Belle Plain, on the Lower Potomac, there to dis-
embark and scour the coantry faithfnlly around Port Royal, 
but not to return unless they captured their men. 

6 b  Quitting Washington at two o'clock P. ar., on Monday, 
the detectives and cavalrymen disembarked at Belle Plain, 
on the border of Stafford County, at ten o'clock, in the dark- 
ness. Belle Plain is simply the nearest landing to Freder- 
icksburg, seventy miles from Washington City, and located 
upon Potomac Creek. It is a wharf and ~varehouse merely, 
and here the steamer John S. Ide slopped and made fast, 
while the party galloped off in the darkness. Conger and 
Baker kept ahead, riding up to farm-houses and questioning 
the inmates, pretending to be in search of the Maryland gen- 
tlemen belonging to the party. But nobody had seen the 
parties described, and after a futile ride on the Fredericks- 
burg road, they turned sllortly to the east, and kept up their 
baffled inqt~iries all the way to Port Conmay, on the Rappa- 
hannock. 

"On Tuesday morning they presented tliemselves at the 
Port Royal Ferry, arid inquired of the ferryman, while he 
mas taking them over in squads of seven at a time, if he had 
seen any two such men. Continuing their inquiries at Port 
Royal, they found one Rollins, a fisherman, who referred 
them to a negro, named Lucns, as having driven t m ~  men a 
short distance toward Bowling Green, in a wagon. I t  was 
found that these men answered to the description, Bootlr 
llaving a crutch, as preriously ascertained. 

"The day before Booth and Harold had applied at Port 
Conway for the general ferry-boat, but the f~rryman was 
then fishing, and ~ ~ o u l i i  not desist for the inconsiderable fitre 
of only two persons ; but to their supposed good forttulle a 
lot of Confederate c a v ~ l r y m r ~  then came along, whc just 
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threatened the ferryman with a shot in the head if he did 
not instantly bring across his craft and transport the entire 
party. These cavalrymen were of Moseby's disbanded com- 
mand, returning from Fairfax Court House to their homes in 
Caroline County. Their captain was on his way to visit a 
sweetheart at Bowling Green, and he had so far taken Booth 
under his patronage, that when the latter was haggling mith 
Lucas for a team, he offered both Booth and Harold the use 
of his horse to ride and walk alternately. 

"This is the court house town of Caroline County, a 
small and scattered place, having within it an ancient tavern, 
no l ~ n g e r  used for other than. lodging purposes ; but here 
they hauled from his bed the captain aforesaid, and bade 
him dress himself. As soon as he comprehended the matter, 
he became pallid, and eagerly narrated the facts in his POL-

session. Booth, to his knowledge, was then lying at the 
house of one Garrett, which they had passed, and Harold 
had departed the existing day with the intention of rejoining 
him. 

"Talcing tliis captain along for a guide, the worn-out 
horsemen retraced their steps, though some mere so haggard 
and wasted with travel that they had to be kicked into intel- 
ligence before they could climb to their saddles. The objecta 
of the chase thus at hand, the detectives, full of sanguine 
purpose, hurried the cortege so well along, that by two 
o'clock early morning all halted at Garrett's gate. In the 
pale moonlight, three hundred yards from the main road, 
to the left, a plain, old farm-house looked grayly through 
tlie environing locusts. It was morn, and whitewashed, and 
two-storied, and its half-human windows glowered down 
upon the silent cavalrymen like watching owls, which stood 
as sentries over some horrible secret asleep within. 

"Dimly seen behind, an old barn, high and weather 
beaten, faced the roadside gate, for tlie house itself lay to 
the left of its own lane ; and nestling beneath the barn, a 
few long corn-cribs lay, ~vitll a cattle-shed at hand. 

"In the dead stillness, Baker dismounted and forced the 
enter gate, Conger kept close behind him, and tlie horsemen 
followed cautiously. They made no noise in the soft clay, 
nor broke the all-foreboding silence anywhere, till the secclnd 
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gate swung open gratingly, yet even then nor hc arse n9r 
nor shrill response came back, save distant croaking, as of 
frogs or owls, or the whiz of some passing night-hawk. So 
they surrounded the pleasant old homestead, each horseman, 
carbine in poise, adjusted under the grove of locusts, so as 
to inclose tlie dwelling with a circle of fire. After a pause, 
Baker rode to the kitchen door on the side, and dismounting, 
rapped and hallooed.lustily. An 016 m;m, in drawers aud 
night-shirt, hastily undrew the bolts, and stood on the 
threshold, peering sliiveringly into the darkness. 

"Enker seized him by the throat at once, and held a 
pistol to his ear. 

" 'Who is it that calls me 1' cried the old man. 
" 'Where are the men who stay with you ?' cl~allenged 

Baker. ' If you prevaricate, you are a dead man !' 
"The old fellow, who proved to be the head of the 

family, was so overawed and paralyzed that he stamniered 
and shook and said not a word. 

" 'Go light a candle,' cried Baker, sternly, 'and be quick 
about it.' 

"The trembling old man obeyed, and in a ~noment the 
imperfect rays flared upon his whitening hairs, and bluishly 
pallid face. Then the question was repeated, backed up by. 
the glimmering pistol. 'Where are these men 9' 

"The old man held to the wall, and his knees smote each 
ot1ir:r. 'They are gone,' he said. 'We haven't got them in 
the house ; I assure you that they are gone.' 

"In tlie interim Conger had also entered, and while the 
household and its invaders were thus in weird tableau, a 
goung man appeared, as if he had risen from the ground. 
The eyes of everybody turned upon him in a second ; but, 
while he blanched, he did not lose loquacity. 'Father,' he 
said, 'we had better tell the truth about the matter. Those 
men whom you seek, gentlemen, are in the barn, I know. 
They went there to sleep.' Leaving one soldier to guard the 
old man-and the soldier mas very glad of the job, as it 
relieved him of personal hazard in the approaching combat 
-~ l l  the rest, with cocked pistols at the young man's head, 
follolved on to the barn. It lay a. hundred yards from the 
house, the front barn-door facing the west gable, and was an 
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old and spacious structure, with floors only a trifle above the 
ground level. 

"The troops dismounted, mere stationed at regular inter- 
vals around it, and ten yards distant at every point, four 
~pecial guards placed to command the door, and all with 
weapons in supple preparation, while Baker and Conger 
went direct to the door. I t  had a padlock upon it, and the 
key of this Baker secured at once. In the interval of silence 
that ensued, the rustling of planks and straw was heard 
inside, as of persons rising from sleep. 

"At the same moment Baker hailed :-
" ' To the persons in this barn I have a proposal to make. 

We are about to send in to you the son of the man in whose 
custody you are found. Either surrender to him your arms, 
and then give yourself up, or we'll set fire to the place. We 
mean to take you both, or to have a bonfire and shooting- 
match.' 

" No answer came to this of any kind. The lad, John M. 
Garrett, who was in deadly fear, was here pushed through 
the door by a sudden opening of it, and immediately 
Lieutenant Balrer locked the door on the outside. The 
boy was heard to state his appeal in under tones. Booth 
replied :-

( 6  6 you. Get out of here. You have betrayed me.' 
"At the same time he placed his hand in his pocket, as 

if for a pistol. A remonstrance followed ; but the boy 
filipped on and over the reopened portal, reporting that his 
errand had failed, and that he dare not enter again. All 
this time the candle brought from the house to the barn was 
burning close beside the two detectives, rendering it easy 
for any one within to have shot them dead. This observed, 
the light mas cautiously removed, and everybody took care 
to keep out of its reflection. By this time the crisis of the 
position mas at l~and ; the cavalry exhibited very variable 
inclinations, some to run away, others to shoot Booth with- 
out a sulnmons ; but all excited and fitfully silent. At the 
house near by, the female folks were seen collected in the 
doorway, and the necessities of the case provoked prompt 
co~lclusions. The boy was placed at a remote point, and the 
summons raprated by Baker :-

21 
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" 'Yon must surrender inside there ! Give up your arm8 
and appear ; there's no chance for escape. W e  give you five 
minutes to make up your mind.' 

"A bold, clarion reply came from within, so strong as to 
be heard at the house door :-

" ' Who are you, and what do you want with us?' 
"Baker again urged :-
" 'We  want you to deliver up your arms, and become 

our prisoners.' 
" ' But -\rhoare you 8' llallooed the same strong voice. 
" ' That malres no difference ; we know who you are, and 

we want you. We have here fifty men, armed with carbines 
and pistols. You cannot escape.' 

"There was a long pause, and then Booth said :-
" ' Captain, this is a hard case, I smear. Perhaps I a m  

being taken by my own friends.' 
"No reply from the detectives. 
" ' Well, give us a little time to consider.' 
" 'Very well ; take time.' 
"Here ensued a long a ~ d  What throng eventful pause. 

ing memories it brought to Booth we can only guess. In 
this litt!e interval he made the resolve to die. But he was 
cool and steady to the end. Balrer, after a lapse, llailed f tn 
the last time :-

" ' Well, we have waited long enough ; surrender your 
arms and come out, or we'll fire the barn.' 

"Booth answered thus :-
" 'I am but a cripple- 1. one-legged man. Withdraw 

your forces one hundre? yards from the door, and I will 
come. Give me a chance for my life, captain. I mill never 
be taken alive !' 

'We did not come here to fight, but to capture .you. I 
say again appear, or the barn shall be fired.' 

"Then, with a long breath, which could be heard outside, 
Booth cried, in sudden calmness, still invisible, as mere to 
him his enemies :-

" 'Well, then, my brave boys, prepare a stretcher for 
me !' 

There was a pause repeated, broken by low discussions 
within between Booth and his associate, the former saying, 



as if in answer to some remonstrance or appeal : ''Get away 
from me. You are a -coward, and mean to leave me in 
my  distress ; but go-go ! I don't want you to stay-I won't 
have you stay !' Then he shouted aloud :-

" 'There's a man inside who wants to surrender.' 
" 'Let him come, if he will bring his arms.' 
"Here Harold, rattling at the door, said : 'Let me out ; 

open the door ; I want to surrender.' 
" ' Hand out your arms, then.' 
" 'I have not got any.' 
'' 'YOU are the man who carried the carbine yesterday ; 

bring it out !' 
" 'I haven't got any.' 
"This was said in a whining tone, and with an almost 

visible shiver. Booth cried aloud at this hesitation :-
" 'He hasn't got any arms ; they are mine, and I have 

kept them.' 
" 'Well, he carried the carbine, and must bring it out.'
" On the word and honor of a gentleman, he has no arms 

with him. They are mine, and I have got them.' 
"At this time Harold was quite up to the door, within 

whispering distance of Balter. The latter told him to put 
out his hands to be handcuffed, at the same time drawing 
open the door a little distance. Harold thrust forth his 
hands, when Baker, seizing him, jerked lii~n into the night, 
and straightway delivered him over to a deputation of caval-
rymen. The fellom began to talk of his innocence, and plsad 
so noisily, that Conger threatened to gag him, unless he 
ceased. Then Booth made his last appeal, in the same clear, 
unbroken voice :-

6 6  6 Captain, give me a chance. Draw off your men, aud 
I will fight them singly. I could have Billed you six times 
to-night, but I believe you to be a brave man, and mould 
not murder yon. Give a lame man a shorn.' 

"I t  mas too late for parley. All this time Booth's voice 
had sounded from the middle of the barn. 

"Ere he ceased speaking, Colonel Conger slipped around 
to the rear, drew some loose straws through a crack, and lit 
a match upon them. ~ h e pwere dry. and blazed up in an 
instant, carrying a.sheet of smoke and flame through the 
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parted planks, and heaving in a twinkling a world of light 
and heat upon the magazine within. The blaze lit up the 
black recesses of the great barn, till every wasp's. nest and 
cobweb in the roof were luminous ; flinging streaks of red 
and violet across the tumbled farm gear in the corner, 
plongbs, harrows, hoes, rakes, sugar-mills, and making 
every separate grain in the high bin adjacent gleam like 
a mote of precious gold. They tinged the beams, the up-
right columns, the barricades, where clover and timothy, 
piled high, held toward the hot incendiary their separate 
straws for the funeral pile. They bathed the murderer's 
retreat in a beautiful illumination, and while in bold outline 
his figure stood revealed, they rose like an impenetrable 
wall to guard from sight the hated enemy who lit them. 

"Behind the blaze, with his eye to a crack, Conger saw 
Wilkes Booth standing upright upon a crutch. He likens 
him at this instant to his brother Edwin, whom, he says, he 
so much resembled that he believed, for the moment, the 
whole pursuit to have been a mistake. At the gleam of the 
fire, Wilkes dropped his crutch and carbine, and on both 
hands crept to the spot to espy the incendiary and shoot him 
dead. His eyes were lustrous, like fever, and swelled and 
rolled in terrible beauty, while his teeth were fixed, and he 
more the expression of one in the calmness before frenzy. In 
vain he peered, with vengeance in his look ; the blaze that 
made him visible concealed his enemy. A second he turned 
glaring at the fire, as if to leap upon it and extinguish it, but 
it had made such headway that this was a futile impulse, and 
he dismissed it. As calmly as upon the battle-field a veteran 
sta~lds, amidst the hail of ball, and shell, and  plunging iron, 
Booth turned at a man's stride and pushed for the door, car- 
bine in poise, and the last resolve of death, which we name 
despair, sat on his high, bloodless forehead. 

"As so he dashed, intent to expire not unaccompanied, 
a disobedient sergeant, at an eyellole, drew upon him the 
fatal bead. The barn was all glorious with conflagration, 
and in the beautiful ruin this outlawed man strode like all 
that we know of wicked valor, stern in the face of death. A 
shock, a shout, a gathering up of his splendid figure, as if to 
overtip the stature God gave him, and John Wilkes Booth 
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fell headlong to the floor, lying there in a heap, a little life 
remaining. But no. 

('' He has shot himself,' cried Baker, unaware of the 
source of the report, and rushing in, he grasped his arm, to 
guard against any feint or strategy. A moment convinced 
him that further struggle with the prone flesh was useless. 
Booth did not move, nor breathe, nor gasp. Conger and the 
two sergeants now entered, and, taking up the body, they 
bore it in haste from the advancing flame, and laid it without 
upon the grass) all fresh with heavenly dew. 

" ' Water,' cried Conger ; ' bring water.' 
' When this was dashed into his face, he revived a 

moment, and stirred his lips. Baker put his ear close down 
and heard him say :-

" ' Tell mother-and-die--for my country.' 
"They lifted him again, the fire encroaching in hotness 

upon them, and placed aim upon the porch before the dwell- 
ing. -

"A mattress was brought down, on tvhicli they placed 
him, and propped his head, and gave him water and brandy. 
The women of the household, joined meantime by another 
son, tvho had been found in one of the corn-cribs, watching, 
as he said, to see that Booth and Harold did not steal the 
horses, mere nervous, but prompt to do the dying man all 
kindnesses, although waved sternly back by the detectives. 
They dipped a rag in brandy and water, and this being put 
between Booth's teeth, he sucked it greedily. When lle mas 
able to articulate again, he muttered to Baker the same 
words, wit11 an addenda :-

" 'Tell mother I died for my country. I thought I did 
for the best.' 

"Baker repeated this, saying at the same time, 'Booth, 
do I repeat it correctly 2' Booth nodded his lie%d. 

"By this time the grayness of dawn was approaching ; 
moving figures, inquisitively coming near, mere to be seen 
distinctly, and the cocks began to crow gutturally, tliough 
tlie barn by this time was a hulk of blaze and ashes, sending 
toward the zenith a spiral line of dense smoke. 

"The wonlcn bpcanie importunate at this time that the 
tl oops might be or*clt.~-rd masto estinglzisll the fire, which 
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spreading t o m d  their precious corn-cribs. Not even death 
could banish the call of interest. Soldiers were sent to put 
out the £ire, and Booth, relieved of the bustle around him, 
drew near to death apace. Twice he was heard to say, 'Kill 
me-kill me !' His lips often rrr~ved. but could complete no 
appreciable sound. He made once a motion, which the quick 
eye of Conger understood to mean that his tlhroat pained him. 
Conger put his finger there, when the dying man attempted 
to cough, but only caused the blooa at his perforated neck 
to flow more lively. He bled very little, although shot quite 
through, beneath and behind the ears, his collar being sev- 
ered on both sides. 

'(A soldier had been meanwhile dispatched for a doctor, 
but the route and return was quite six miles, and the sinner 
was sinking fast. Still the women made efforts to get to see 
him, but were always rebuffed, and all the brandy they 
could find mas demanded by the assassin, who motioned for 
strong drink every two minutes. He made frequent desires 
to be turned over-not by speech, but by gesture-and he 
was alternately placed upon his baclr, belly, and side. His 
tremendous vitality evidenced itself almost miraculously. 
Now and then his heart mould cease to throb, and his pulse 
mould be as cold as a dead man's. Directly life mould begin 
anew, the face would tlush up effulgently, the eyes open and 
brighten, and soon relapsing, stillness reasserted, mould again 
be dispossessed by the same magnificent triumph of man over 
mortality. Finally, the fussy little doctor arrived, in time to 
be useless. He probed the wound to see if the ball were not 
in it, and sllook his head sagely, and talked learnedly. 

"Just at his coming, Booth had asked to have his hands 
raised and shown him. They were so paralyzed that he did 
not know their location. When they were displayed, he 
muttered, mfth a sad lethargy, 'Useless-useless !' These 
were the last words he ever uttered. 

' ' d s  he began to die, the sun rose and threw beams into 
all the tree-tops. It was at a man's ileight when the struggle 
of death twitched and lingered in the fading bravo's face. 
His jaw drew spilsmodically and obliquely downward ; his 
eyeballs rolled toward his feet, and began to swell ; livid-
ness, like a horrible s h a d o ~ ,  fastened upon him, and with 
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a sort of gurgle, and sudden check, he stretched his feet, and 
threw his head back, and gave up the ghost. 

"They sewed him up in a saddle-blanket. This was his 
shroud; too like a soldier's. Harold, meantime, had been 
tied to a tree, but was now released for the 'march. Colonel 
Conger pushed on immediately for Washington ; the cortege 
was to follow. Booth's only arms were his carbine, knife, 
and two revolvers. They found about him bills of exchange, 
Canada money, and a diary. A venerable old negro living 
in the vicinity had the misfortune to possess a horse. This 
horse was the relic of former generations, and sho~ved by his 
protruding ribs the general leanness of the land. Ha moved 
in an eccentric amble, and when put upon his speed was 
generally run backward. To this old negro's horse was 
harnessed a very shaky and absurd wagon, which rattled 
like approaching dissolution, and each part of it ran without 
any connection or correspondence mith any other part. It 
had no tail-board, and its shafts were sharp as famine ; and 
into this mimicry of a vehicle the murderer was to be sent 
to the Potomac River, hvhile the nlan he had murdered was 
moving in state across the mourning continent. The old 
liegro geared up his wagon by means of a set of fossil hap 
ness, and when it mas backed to Garrett's porch, they 163 
within it the discolored corpse. The corpse was tied with 
ropes around the legs, and made fast to the wagon gjde. -

''Harold7 s legs were tied to stirrups, and he mas placed 
in the centre of four murderous-looking cd'valrymen. The 
two sons of Garrett mere also taken along, despite the sobs 
and petitions of the old folks mid women, &ut the rebel cap- 
tain who had given Booth a lift got off amik the niglft's 
%gitations, and mas not rearrested. Se moved the cavalcade 
of retribution, with death in its midst, along the road to Port 
Royal. When the wagon started, Bootll's wound, ndm 
jcarcely dribbling, began to run anew. It&eIl 'through the 
crack of the wagon, and fell dripping upon the axle, and 
spotting the road mith terrible wafers. It stained the planks 
ant3 soaked the blankets ; and the old negro, at a stoppage,-1 
3abbled his hands in it by mistake ; he drew back instantly, 
mitli a shudder and stifled expletive, 'Gor-r-r, dat '11 never 
mme off in de .world ;'it' s murderer' s blood.' He wrong his 
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I~ancls,and 100li~lli:ll p l l  ) ia iiigly at thr officrl*~,rii id slluddrrzd 
again ; ' Gor-r-r, I wouldn't 11ave dat 011 me fbr toussi~d 
tousand dollars.' 

'' The progress of the team mas slow, wit11 frequent dan- 
ger of sliipwrrck altogether, but toward noon the cortege 
filed ttlrougli Port Itoyal, where the citizens came out to ask 
the matter, and mlry a man's body, covered wit11 sombre 
blankets, was going by wit11 so great escort. They were 
told that it was a wounded Confederate, and SO held their 
tongues. The little ferry, again in requisition, took them 
over by squads, and they pushed from Port Conway to Belle 
Plain, which they reached in the middle of the afternoon. 
All the way the blood dribbled from the corpse in a slow, 
incessant, sanguine exudation. The old negro was niggardly 
dismissed with two paper dollars. The dead man untied 
and cast upon the vessel's deck, steam gotten up in a little 
while, and the broad Potomac shores saw this skeleton ship 
flit by, as the bloody sun threw gashes and blots of un-
healthy light along the silver surface. 

"All the way associate with the carcass went Harold, 
sliuddering in so grim companionship, and in the awakened 
fears of his own approaching ordeal, beyond which it loomed 
already, the gossamer fabric of a scaffold. He tried to talk 
for his own exoneration, saying he had ridden as was his 
wont, beyond the East Branch, and returning found Booth 
wounded, ~vho  begged him to be his companion. Of liis 
crime he knew nothing, so help him God, &c. But nobody 
listened to him. All interest of crime, courage, and retribu- 
tion centered in the dead flesh at his feet. At TVasl~ington, 
high and low turned out to look on Booth. Only a fern 
were permitted to see his corpse for purposes of recognition. 
It was fairly preserved, though on one side of the face dis- 
torted, and looking blue like death, and wildly bandit-like, 
as if beaten by avenging winds. 

"Finally, the Secretary of War, without instructions of 
any kind, committed to Colonel Lafayette C. Baker, of the 
Secret Service, the stark corpse of J. Wilkes Booth. The 
Secret Service never fulfilled its vocation more secretly. 
'What have you done with the body 2' said I to Baker. 
That. is known, he answered, 'to only one man living 

.Y 



beside myself. It is gone ; I will not tell you mhere ; the 
only man who knows is sworn to silence ; never till the great 
trumpeter comes shall the grave of Booth be discovered.' 
And this is true. Last night, the 27th of April, a small row- 
boat received the carcass of the murderer ; two men were in 
it ; they carried the body off into the darkness, and out of 
that darkness it will never return ; in the darkness, like his 
great crime, may it remain forever; impassable, invisible, 
nondescript, condemned to that worse than damnation-anni- 
hilation. 

"The river bottom may ooze about it, laden with great 
shot and drowning manacles. The earth may have opened 
to give it that silence and forgiveness which man will never 
give to its memory. The fishes may swim around it, or the 
daisies grow white above it ; but we sllall never know. 
Mysterious, incomprehensible, unattainable, like the din1 
times through which we live, we think upon it as if me only 
dreamed in a perturbed fever; tlie assassin of a nation's 
head rests somewhere in the elements, and that is all ;but if 
the indignant seas or the profaned turf shall ever voniit this 
corpse from their recesses. and it receives Christian burial 
from some one who does not recognize it, let the last words 
those decaying lips ever uttered be carved above them with 
s dagger, to tell the history of a young, and once promising 
life." 

It is not improper to state, that only two persons on earth 
know where the body of Booth lies. Lieutenant Baker, on 
whose lap his dying head was laid, and myself, have the 
dark secret to keep. The night before the removal of the 
remains I mas ordered, by the Secretary of War, to have 
them securely guarded, that no one might touch them; as 
" every hair of his head mould be a valued relic to the sym- 

I,pathizers with the South in Washington." I had not had 
my clotlles off for nearly two weeks, and mas granted leave 
of absence from the vessel, on whose deck was lying the 
corpse of the assassin, covered with two bla~ikets sewed 
together like a sack, completely concealing it. Upon my 
return, I was greatly surprised and indignant, to fill& per-
sons of high position, and some of secession proclivities, 
around the dead body, the coarse shroud parted at the seam, 

I 
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and a lady at that moment cutting off a lock of the black, 
curled, and beautiful hair. I seized the fair ]lands, and. 
after a refusal to give me tlre relic, forcibly took it, and then 
cleared the deck, to tlie amazement and displeasure of some 
of the party. 

At noon of that night, with my trusty lieutenant, a nian 
of thoroughly Christian principles, I placed the. body in a 
amall boat, and we rowed away from the silent leviathan of 
Mars, which had borne the loathsome body to tlie nation's 
capital ; with no watchful eye upon ns, but that of Him who 
~cattered above us the shining stars. It was a strange, wild 
hour on the calm I 'oto~ac; and yet, so great was my ex- 
haustion and fatigue, that I fell to dozing with the oar in my 
hand, and the sack containing the assassin's corpse at m y  
feet. Further I cannot go-it is best to let the curtain of un- 
broken secrecy and mystery remain between the burial and 
all human curiosity. 

The diary kept by Booth after the mnrcler of the Presi- 
dent, to which I referred in connection with the giving of tlie 
personal effects of Booth to the Secretary of War, recorded 
the adventures of the fugitive ; one of these w:ls tlie killing 
of his horse in the tangled forest to avoid detection, and then 
sleeping between tlre animal's legs to get tlie warnit11 ~vhile 
it remained in the dead body, during tlie long liours of the 
horrible night. With the dawn, he dragged Iris own painful 
limbs along his untrodden path of flight from tlie :~pparently 
slow, but certain, grasp of avenging justice. 

"On the 9th of July, 1865, at as early an hour as right 
A. N.," says an eye-witness, "people commenced to went their 
way down to tlie prison, and the boats to Alexandria, which* 
ran close by the jail, mere crowded all day by those who 
took the trip in hopes of catching a glimpse of the gallows, 
or of the execution, but it was all in vain. The only position 
outside of the jail that could be used as a,n observatory, was 
the large building upon the left side of the arsenal, mhich 
had about fifty spectators upon it, who had a good view of 
the whole. 

"Between nine and ten o'clock in the morning the three 
ante-rooms of the prison, on the first floor, were thronged 
with army officers, principally of Hancock's corps, anxious 
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to get a view of the execution from the winJows, from which 
,ne scaffold could be plainly seen. The newspaper reporters 
~;oon began to congregate there also, and in a few minutes 
not less than a score were in attendance, waiting to pick up 
the smallest item of interest. No newspaper man mas allowed 
to see the prisoners in their cells before they mere led out to 
execution, and General Rartranft was very decided on this 
point. 

"While waiting here for over two hours, the clergymen 
tpassed in and out through the heavily riveted door leading 
to the prisoners' cells, which creaked heavily on its hinges 
as it swung to and fro, and the massive key mas turned upon 
the inner side with a heavy sound as a visitor was admitted 
within its portals. 

''Mrs. Surratt's daughter passed into the ante-room, 
accompanied by a lady, mllo remained seated, while the 
dauglitrr rapidly entered the hall, and, passing through the 
heavy door, is .soon in the corridor where lier mother is 
incarcerated. 

"Messrs. Cox, Dosterj Aiken, and Clampitt, counsel for 
the prisoners, are specially passed in for a short interview, 
and in a few minutes they return again to the ante-rooms. 
Time flies rapidly, and not a moment is to be lost. No use- 
less words are to be spqken, but earnest terse sentences are 
from necessity employed when conversing with the doomed 
prisoners, whose lives are now measured by minutes. 

"Ailien and Clampitt are both here. They walk impa- 
tiently up and down the room, whispering a word to each 
other as to the prospect of Mrs. Surratt's being reprieved 
through the operations of the liabeas corpus, which, Aiken 
confidently tells us, has been granted by Justice Wylie, and 
from which he anticipates favorable results. Strange infatu- 
ation ! It was the last straw to which, like drowning men, 
they clutched with the fond hope that it was to rescue their 
client from lier imminent peril. 

"Atzerotll passed the night previous to the execution 
without any particular manifestations. He prayed and cried 
alternately, but made no other noise that attracted the 
attention of llis keeper. , On the morning of the execution 
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he sat most of the time on the floor of his cell in his shirt 
sleeves. 

"He was attended by a lady dressed in deep black, who 
carried a pmyer-book, and who seemed more exercised in 
spirit than the prisoner himself. Who the lady was could 
not be ascertained. She left him at half-past twelve o'clock, 
and exhibited great emotion at parting. 

"During the afternoon Atzerotll was greatly composed, 
and spent part of the time in earnest conversation wit11 his 
'spiritual adviser, Rev. Mr. Butler, of St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church, Washington. He occupied cell No. 151 or1 the 
ground floor, which was directly in view of the yard, where 
he could see the gathering crowd and soldiery, although he 
could not see the scaffold. He sat in the corner of his cell 
on his bed, and when his spiritual adviser would go out for 
a few minutes and leave his Testament in his hands, his eyes 
would be dropped to it in a moment,, and occasionally wan-
der with a wild look toward the open win do^ in front of his 
cell. 

"He wore nothing but a white linen shirt and a gray pair 
of 'pants. The long irons upon his hands, which he had 
worn during the trial, were not removed. 

"Atzeroth made a partial confession to the Rev. Mr 
Butler, a few hours before his execution. He stated that hg 
took a room at the Kirkwood House on Thursday afternoon, 
and was engaged in endeavoring to get a pass to Richmond. 
Re then heard the Yresident was to be taken to the theater 
and there to be captured. Be said he understood that Booth 
was to rent the theater for the purpose of carrying out the 
plot to capture the President. He stated that Harold brought 
the pistol and knife to the Kirkwoad House, and that he 
(Atzer~th)had nothing to do with the attempted assassinatiori 
of Andrew Johnson. % 

"Booth intended that Harold should assassinate Jolinson, 
and he wanted him (Atzeroth) to back him up and give him 
courage. Booth thought that Harbld had more pluck than 
Atzeroth. 

"He alluded to the meeting at the restaurant about the 
middle d March He said Booth, Harold, Yayne, Arnold, 
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nnd himself were present, and it was then concerted that Mr. 
Lincoln sllonld be captured and taken to Richmond. 

"They heard that Lincoln mas to visit a camp near 
Wasllington, and the plan mas that they should proceed 
there and capture the coach and horses containing Liacolu, 
and run him through Prince George' Collnty and Old Fields 
to G .  B. There they were to leave the coach and' horses 
and place the President in a buggy which Harold mould 
have on lrand, and thus convey him to a boat to be in readi-
ness, and run liiln by some means to Richmond. He denies 
that he was in favor of assassinating Lincoln, but was willing 
to assist in his capture. 

"He stated, however, that he knew Lincoln was to be 
assassinated about half-past eight o'ciock on the evening of 
the occurrence, but was afraid to make it known, as he 
feared Bootli would kill him if he did so. 
"He said that slavery caused his sympathies to be with. 

the South. He had heard a sermon preached which stated 
that n. curse on the negro race had turned them black. He 
always hated the negroes, and thought they should be kept 
in ignorance.

"Booth had promised him that if their plan succeeded for 
the capture of Lincoln they should all be rich men, and they 
would become great. The prisoners would all be exchanged, 
and the independence of the Sonth would be recognized, and 
their cause be triumphant. He had never received any 
money as yet. 

"The crowd increases. Reporters are scribbling indus-
triously. A suppressed whisper is audible all over the room 
and the hall as the hour draws nearer, and the preparations 
begin to be more demonstrative. 

"The rumbling sound of the trap, as it falls in the course 
of the experiments which are being made to test it, and to 
prevent any unfortunate accident occurring at the critical 
moment, is heard through the windows, and all eyes are 
involuntarily turned in that direction, for curiosity is excited 
lo the highest pitch to view the operations of the fatal ma-
:hinery. There are two or three pictorial papers represent-
?d. One calmly makes a drawing of the scaffold for the 

?t 
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next issue of his pape'r, and thus the hours till noon passed 
away. 

The bustle increases. Officers are running to and fro, 
calling for orderlies and giving oraers. General Hartranft 
is trymg to answer twenty questions at once from as many 
different persons. The sentry in the hall is becoming angry 
because the crowd mill keep intruding on his beat, when 
suddenly a buggy at the door announces the arrival of Gen- 
eral Hancock. 

He enters the room hurriedly, takes General Hartranft 
aside, and a few words pass between them in a low tone, to 
which Hartranft nods acquiescence ; then, in a louder voice, 
Hancock says : 'Get ready, Gen~ral ; I want to have every 
thing put in readiness as soon as possible.' This was the 
signal for the interviews of the clergymen, relatives, and, 
friends of the prisoners to cease, and for the doomed to pre-
pare for execution. 

''The bustle increases. Mr. Ailren approaches General 
Hancock, and a few minutes' conversation passes between 
them. Aiken's countenance changes perceptibly at General 
Hancoclr's words. The reason is plain ; there is no hope for 
Mrs. Surratt. The habeas corpus movement, from which he 
expected s : ~much, has failed ; and Aiken, in a voice tremu- 
lous witti t?motion, said to me : 'Mrs. Surratt vill  he hung.' 

b b  The bright hopes he had clieristled had all vanished, 
and the dibeadful truth stood before him in all its horror. 
Clampitt. too, till General Hancock arrived, indulged in the 
hope that the habeas corpus mould effect a respite for three 
or four days. 

"Tllree or four of Harold's sisters, all in one chorus of 
weeping, come through the prison-door into the hall. They 
had left their brother and spoken inhim the last words, and 
heard his voice for the last time. 

"At fifteen minutes after one o'clock, General Hartranft 
blandly informs the 'press gang' to be in readiness for the 
prison-doors to be opened, when they can pass into the.prison- 
yard, from whence a good view of the procession can be ob- 
tained as it passes by to the scaffold. About I1 A. ar.,tlle 
prison-yard mas thrown open to those having passes, and 
about fifty entered. The first object in view mas the scaffold. 
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which was erected at the northeast corner of the peniten- 
tiary yard, and consisted of a simple wooden structure, of 
very primitive appearance, faced about due west. The 
platform was elevat,ed about twelve feet from the ground, 
and was about twenty feet square. Attached to the main 
platform mere the drops, &c., two in number, on which the 
tri~ninals stood. At the moment of execution, these drops 
mere connected with the main platform, by means of large 
hinges, four to each drop. 

"The drops were supported by a post, which rested on a 
heavy piece of timber placed on the ground, and so arranged 
that two soldiers stationed at the rear of the scaffold instan- 
taneously detached the two supports from their positions by 
means of pressing two poles, which occupied a horizontal 
position, the action of which dislodged the props of the scaf-
fold and permitted the drops to fall. 

"The gallows proper mas divided into two parts by 
means of a perpendicular piece of timber, resting on the 
platform, and reaching up to the cross-beam of the gallows. 
Two ropes hung on either side of the piece of timber men- 
tioned. They mere wound around the cross-beam, and con- 
tained large knots and nooses at the lower end. The platform 
was ascended by means of s flight of steps, thirteen in num- 
ber, erected at the rear of the scaffold, and guarded on either 
side by a railing, which also extended around tlie platform. 
The platform was sustained by nine heavy uprights, about 
whicli rose the two heavy pieces of timber which supported 
the cross-beam and constit,uted the gallows. The entire 
platform mas capable of holding conveniently about thirty 
people, ana was about half full at the time of the execution. 

"The executioners were all fine stalwart specimens of 
Union soldiers, and did their work well. The rope was fur- 
nisl1e.d from the navy yard, and was one and a half inches in 
circumference, and composed of twenty strands. 

"Tl~e grsves were dug close to the scaffold, and n ~ x t  to 
the prison wall. They were four in number, and were about 
three feet and a half deep, in a dry, clayey soil, and about 
seven feet long and three wide. Four pine boxes, similar t,o 
those used for packing guns in, st,ood between the grave8 
and the scaffold. These were for coffins, both being in full 
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view of the prisoners as they emerged from their cells, and 
before them until they commenced the dreadful ascent of 
those thirteen steps. 

"About a thousand soldiers were in the yard and upon 
the high wall around it, which is wide enough for sentries to 
patrol it. The sun's rags made it very oppressive, and the 
malie kept off the little breeze that was stirring. There was 
no shade, and men huddled together along the walls and 
around the pump to discuss with one another the prospect 
of a reprieve or delay for Mrs. Surratt. But few hoped for 
it, though some were induced by Mrs. Surratt's cou~lcel to 
believe she would not be hanged to-day. When one of them 
came out and saw the four ropes hanging from the beam, lie 
exclaimed to one' of the soldiers : 'My God ! they are not 
going to hang all four, axe they ?' 

"But there are times when it is mercy to hang criminals, 
and that time was drawing nigh, it seemed, for those who 
have been used for years to apologizing for the Rebellion, 
and its damning acts, to be brought to believe that any crime 
i s  to be punished. Of such material were the prisoner's 
couusel. 

"The drops, at 11:30,are tried with three hundred pound 
weights upon them, to see if they mill work. One falls all 
right*; one hangs part may down, and the llatcliet and saw 
were brought into play. The next tiwe they were 2111 right. 
The rattle echoes around the walls ; it reaches the prisoners' 
cells close by, and penetrates their inmost recesses. All is 
quiet in the yard, save the scuffle of the military, and the 
passilig to and fro of a few civilians. 

"At 12:40,four arm-chairs are brought out' and pl.lced 
upon the scaffold, and the moving around of General Hart 
ranft indicates the drawing near of the time. The news- 
paper correspondents and reporters are admitted to a position 
about thirty feet from the gallows, and about one o'cloclr and 
ten minutes, the heavy door in front of tlie cells is swung 
upon its hinges for the hundredth time ~vitllin an hour, and 
a few reporters, with General Hancock, pass in and through 
to the yard, and the big door closes with a slam hehind them. 
All take positions to get a good view. General Hancock for 
the last time takes a survey of the preparations, and being 
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satisfied that every thing is ready, he re-enters the prison 
building, and in ,z few minutes the solemn procession marched 
down the steps of the back door and into the yard. 

"Mrs. Surratt cast lier eyes upward upon the scaffold, 
for a few moments, witli a look of curiosity, combined with 
dread. One glimpse, and her eyes fell to the ground, and 
she wallred along mecha~~ically, lrer head drooping, and if 
she had not been supported would have fallen. 

"She ascended the scaffold, and was led to an arm-chair, 
in which she was seated. An uml~rella was held over her 
by the two holy fathers, to protect her from the sun, whose 
rays sliot down like the blasts from a fiery furnace. She wau 
attired in a black bombazine dress, black alpaca bonnet, wit11 
black veil, which she wore over her face till she was seated 
on the chair. During the reading of the order for the execu- 
tion, by General Hartranft, the priests held a small crucifix 
before her, which she kissed fervently several times. ' 

She first looked around at tlie scene before her, then 
closed her eyes and seemed engaged in silent prayer. The 
reading and the announcement of the clergymen in bellalf 
JI the other prisoners having been made, CoJonel McCall, 
assisted by the other officers, proceeded to remove her bon- 
net, pinion lier elbows, and tie strips of cotton stuff around 
her dress below t11e knees. This done, the rope was placed 
around her neclr and her face covered with a white cap 
reaching down to the sllouldsrs. 

"When they were pinioning her arms, she turned her 
liead, and made some .remarks to the officers in a low tone, 
wllicli could not be heard. It appeared they had tied her 
elbows too tight, for they slaclrened tlie bandage slightly, 
and the11 awaited the final order. All the prisoners were 
prapared tlius at the same time, and the preparations of each 
wore conlpleted at about tlie same moment, so that when 
Mrs. Surratt was thus pinioned, she stood scarcely ten sec- 
onds, s~ipportedby those standing near her, when General 
Hintranit gave the signal, by clapping his hands twice, for 
both drops to fall, and as soon as the second and last signal 
mas given, both fell, and Mrs. S n ~ ~ a t t ,  with a jerk, fell to 
the full length of tlie ropr. She was leaning over when the 
drop f&ll, and tliis gave a swi~iging motion to her body, 
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which lasted several minutes before it assumed a perpendicn 
lar position. Her death mas instantaneous ; she died with-
out a strugglk. The only muscular movement discernible 
mas a slight contraction of tile left arm, which she seemed to 
try to disengage from behind her as the drop fell. 

"After being suspended thirty minutes, she mas cut 
down, arid placed in a square wooden box or coffin, in the 
clotheq in whicli slie died, arid was interred in t811e prison 
yard. The rope made a clean cut around her neck, fully an 
inch in diameter, which ~ v a s  black and cliscolored with 
bruised blood. The cap mas not taken off her face, and she 
was laid in the coffin mith it on, and thus has passed away 
from the face of the earth Mary E. Surratt. Her body, it is 
understood, will be given to her family for burial. 

"Payne died as he has lived, at least as lie has done since 
his arrest, bold, calm, and thoronghly composed. The only 
tremor exhibited by this extraordinary man during the terri- 
ble ordeal of the execution was an involuntary vibration of 
the muscles of 11is legs after the fatal drop fell. Be was next 
in order to Mrs. Surratt in tlie procession of the criminals 
from their cells to the place of execution. 

"He xras .supported on one side by liis spiritual adviser, 
ancl on tlle other by a solclier, altl~ough Ire needed no sucl~ 
assistance, for lie ~vnllied erect and np~ ig l~ t ,  and retained tile 
peculiar piercing expression of tlre eye that 11;~s ever clinrac- 
terized him. E e  was dressed in a blue flannel shirt, and 
pants of tlre same matel-ial. His brawny neck mas entirely 
exposed, and he wore a new straw hat. He ascended the 
steps leading to the scaffold with tlie greatest ease, and took 
his seat on the drop mith as much sun57 froid as though lie 
was sitting down to dinner. 

"Once or twice he addressed a few words in an undertone 
to persons close by him, and occasionally glanced at tlie 
array of soldiers and civilians spread out before him. A 
puff of mind blew off his hat, and he instantly turned around 
to see where it went to. When it mas recovered and handed 
to him, he intimated by gesturing that he no longer required 
iS and it was laid aside. 

During the reading of the sentence b y  General Hartranft, 
jnst previous to the execution, he calmly listened, and once 



343 THE EXECUTION. 

or twice glanced u p n ~ a ~ d  at the gallows, as if inspecting its 
construction. He snbmitted to the process of binding lris 
limbs very quietly, and watched the operat'ion with attention. 

"His spiritual adviser, Rev. Dr. Qillette, advanced, a 
lew minutes previous to the execution, and made some 
re~narksin Payne' s behalf. He thanked the different officials 
for the attention and kindness bestowed on Payne, and 
exhorted the criminal in a fern impassioned words to give his 
entire tl~oughts to his future state. Payne stood immovable 
as a statue when the drop fell. Although next to Harold, 
who died the hardest, he exhibited more bodily contortions 
than the others while suspended. While the noose was 
being adjilsted to his neck, Payne raised his head, and 
evidently desired to assist the executioner in that delicate 
operation. 

"Probably no one of the criminals felt as great a drebd 
of the terrible ordeal through which they were to pass as 
young Harold. From the time he left his cell until his soul 
was sent into the presence of the Almighty, he exhibited the 
greatest emotion, and seemed to tlloroughly realize his 
wretched condition. His face wore an indefinable expression 
of anguish, and at times ire trembled violently. He seemed 
to desire to engage in conversation with. those around him 
while sitting in the chair awaiting execution, and his spiritual 
adviser, Rev. Mr. Old, .rt-as assiduous in his attentions to the 
wretched man. 

''Harold mas dressed in a black cloth coat and light pants, 
and wore a, white shirt without any collar; he wore also a 
black slouch hat, .rvhich he retained on his head until it mas 
removed to make room for the white cap. At times he looked 
wildly around, and his face liad a haggard, anxious, inquir- 
Izg expression. When the drop fell, 11e exhibited more 
tenacity of life than ;myaof the others, and llr? endeavored 
several tilies to dram ilimself up  as if for the purpose of 
relieving lrimself from the rope by wliicll he was suspeaded. 
" 

"Atzeroth ascended the steps of the scafi'old witliout 
difficulty, and tooli his sent at the soutll end of the drop 
mitlront exhibiting my partic~llar emotion. He was dressed 
in a d:irlr gray coat and pants,nnd black vest and white linen 
shirt, ni!llout any collar; on his feet he wore a pair of 
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woolen slippers and socks. Ele sat in such a position that he 
could see the profiles of his fellow-prisoners, and he had his 
hands pinioned behind him. He wore no hat, had a white 
handkerchief placed over his head with a tuft of hair protrud- 
i ~ gfrom it and spreading over his forehead. 

"Directly behind him stood his spiritual adviser, who held 
an umbrella over him to keep off the burning rays of the sun. 
During the reading of the sentence by General Hartranft, he 
kept perfectly quiet, but his face wore an expression of un- 
utterable .woe, and he listened attentively. He xTore a thin 
moustache and small goatee, and his face was pale and sallow. 
Once, and once only, he glanced around at  -the assembled 
throng, and oceassionally muttered incoherent sentences, but 
he talked, while on the scaffold, to 110 one immediately around 
him. 

"Just before his execution, his spiritual adviser, Mr. But- 
ler, advanced and stated that Atzcr~tll desired to return his 
silleere thanks to General IIartranft and the other officials for 
their many acts of kindness extended toward him. He tllcn 
called on God to forgive George htzeroth, reminded him that 
while the wages of sin mere death, that whomsoever placed 
their hope in thc Lord ~ e s u s  Clrrist were not forgotteu. I-Ie 
hoped that God ~ ~ ~ o a l dgrant him a full and free forgiveness, 
and ended by saying: 'May the Lord God have mercy on 
you, and grant you his peace.' 
. "Tlie handkerchief was then taken from his head, and he 

stood up, facing the assembled audience, directly alongside 
of the instrument of his death. His knees slightly trembled, 
and his legs were bent forward. He stood for a few moment8 
the very embodiment of wretchedness, and tlien spoke a few 
words in an undertone to General Nartra~ft, after which lie 
sliook hands with his spiritual adviser and a few others near 
him ;while he mas being secured with bands, tied around 
his legs and arms, he kept muttering to himself, as if engaged 
in eilent prayer. 

"Suddenly he broke forth with the words, 'Gentlemeu, 
beware who you-' and then stopped, as if with emotion ; as 
the white cap was being placed over his head he said, 'C'food-
bye, gentlemen ;may we all meet in the other world. God 



THE ESECCTION. 345 

take me now.' He muttered som~ttlingloud enough for 
those close by liinl to hear, just as the drop fell, evidently 
not anticipating such an event at that moment. He died 
without apparent pain, and his neck must have been in-
stantly broken. 

"After hanging a few seconds, his stomach hewed con 
siderably, and subsequently his legs quivered a little. His 
death appeared to be the easiest of any of the criminals, with 
the exception of Mrs. Surratt, who did not apparently suffer 
at  all. After hanging half an hour, Atzeroth's body was 
taken down, it being the first one lowered, and an examina-
tion made by  Surgeons Otis, TVoodward, and Porter. 

"About half-past eight o'clock this mprning, Miss Sur 
ratt, accompanied by a female friend, again visited the White 
House, having been there last evening for the purpose of 
obtaining an interview with the President. President John-
son llavitlg given ordcrs that he would receive no one to-day, 
the door-keeper stopped Miss Svrratt a t  the foot of the steps 
leading up to the President's office, and mould not permit 
her to proceed filrtlier. She then asked permission to see 
General Mussey, the President's Military Secretary, who 
promptly answered the summons, and came down stairs 
where Miss Surratt was standing.

"As soon as the General made his appearance, Miss Sur-
ratt threw herself upon her knees before him, ca'tchiug him 
by the coat, with loud sobs and streaming eyes, implored 
him to assist her in obtaining s hearing wit11 the President. 

"General Mussey, in as tender a manner as possible, 
informed Miss Surrntt that he could not colnply with her 
request, as President Johnson's orders mere imperative, and 
he would receive no one. 

C 

"Upon General Mussey's returning to liis office, Miss 
Surratt threw herself iipon the stair steps, mliere slle re-
mained a considerable 1engt.hof time, sobbing aloud in the 
greatest anguish, protesting her mother's innocence, and 
imploring every one who came near her to intercede in her 
mother's behalf: While thus weeping, she declared her 
nlotlier mas too good and kind to be guilty of the enormous 
-rime of which slle was convicted, and asserted that if her 
mother n-as put to detltll she aislird to die also 
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"The scene was heart-rencling, and many of those who 
witnessed it, including a nilmber of Ilardy soldiers, were 
moved to tears. Miss Surratt, having become quiet, was 
finally persuaded to take a seat in the East Room, and here 
she re~i~ained for several hours, jumping up from her seat 
each time the front door of the mansion mas opened, evident- 
ly in hopes cf seeing some one enter who could be of service 
to her in obtaining the desired interview with the President, 
or that they were the bearers of good news to her. 

"Two of Harold's sisters, dressed in full mourning and 
heavily veiled, made their appearance at the White House 
shortly after Miss Surratt, for the purpose of interceding 
with the President in behalf of their brother. Failing to see 
the President, they addressed a note to Mrs. Jollnson, and 
expressed a hope that she would not turn a deaf ear to their 
pleadings. Mrs. Johnson being quite sick, it was thought 
expedient by the ushers not to deliver the note, when, as a 
last expedient, the ladies asked permission to forward a note 
to Mrs. Patterson, the President's daughter, which privilege 
was not granted, as Mrs. Patterson was also quite indis- 
posed. 

"Payne, during the night, slept well for about three 
hours, the other portion of the night being spent in conver- 
sation with Rev. Dr. Gillette, of the First Baptist Church, 
who offered his services as soon as he was informed of the 
sentence. Payne,. ~vithout showing any particular emotion, 
paid close attention to the advice of Dr. Gillette. Up to ten 
o'cloclr this morning, no relations or friends had been to seo 
Payne. 

"Atzeroth was very nervous throughout the night, and 
did not sleep, although he made several attempts. His 
brother mas to see him yesterday afternoon, and again this 
morning. His aged mother, lvIlo arrived during the night, 
was also present. The meeting of the condemned man and 
his ~nather mas very affecting, and moved solrle of the 
officers of the prison, who have become used tc trying 
scc~ies, to tears. 

"Rev. Dr. Butler, of the ,Lutlieran Church, was sent for 
last night, aiid has been all .night ministering to Atzeroth. 
Harold was visited, yesterday by Rev. Mr. Olds, of Ch~ist 







Episcopal Church, and five of his sisters, and thia morning 
the minister and the entire family of seven sisters were pres 
ent with him. Harold slept very well several hours during 
the night. 

"Rgiss Surratt was with her mother several hours last 
night, as also Rev. Fathers Wiget and Walter, and Mr. Bro- 
phy, \rho mere also present this morning. She slept very 
iittle, if any, and required considerable attention, suffering 

' with cramps and pains tlie entire night, caused by her ner- 
vousness. The breakfrtst was sent to the prisoners at the 
usual hour this morning, but none eat, excepting Payne, 
who ate heartily. 

"About three thousand troops were employed in guard-
ing the building and its surroundings. 

"The execution ground was a large square inclosure, 
called the Old Penitentiary jail yard, directly south of the 
Old Penitentiary building. I t  comprises probably three 
acres of ground, surrounded by a brick wall, about twenty 
feet in height. 

"This wall is capped with white stone and surmounted 
with iron stakes and ropes, to prevent the guard from falling 
off wvllile patrolling the tops of the mall. The Sixth Regi- 
ment Veteran Volunteers were formed on the summit of the 
wall during tlie execution, and they presented quite a pic-
turesque appearance in their elevated position. . 

"The gallows occupied a position in tlie angle of the in- 
closure formed by the east wall and the Penitentiary build- 
ing on the north. Tlie First Regiment Veteran Volunteers 
were posted around the gallows, two sides being formed by 
the east wall and tlie Penitentiary building. 

bLTlle spectators, about two hundred in number, were 
congregated directly i n  front of the gallows, the soldiers 
forming a barrier between tlie~n and the place of execution. 
The el-iminals were led to the scaflold from a small door 
'About one hundred feet fro111 the place of execution. But 
for a small projsctioli that rut16 solit11 of the Penitentiary 
building, the gallows mould be in plain view of the prisou- 
ers' ~e.lls,which are alT on the first floor.of the buildillg. 

"It was a noticeable incident of the execution that scarce-
ly any Goverl~meutofficials or citizeus were the 
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spectators being nearly all con~lectrd mith the trial ill some 
ci~prtcity, or else representatives of the press. 

"By permission of the authorities, the daughter of Mrs. 
Snrratt passed the night previous to the execution with her 
mother, in her cell. The entire interview was of a very 
affecting character. The daughter remained mith her mother 
nntil a short time before the execution, and when the time 
came for separation the screams of anguish that bnrst from 
the poor girl could be distinctly heard all over the execntion 
ground.

"During the morning the daugll,ter proceeded to the 
Metropolitan Hotel, and sought an interview with General 
Hancock. Finding him, she implored him in pitiable accents 
to get a reprieve for her mother. The general, of course, 
had no power to grant or obtain slich a favor, and so in- 
formed the distressed girl, in as gentle a manner as possible. 

"General Hancock, with the kindness that always char- 
acterizes his actions apart from the stem duties of his noble 
profession, did his best to assuage the mental- anguish of the 
grief-stricken girl. 

"The alleged important after-discovered testimony which 
Aiken, counsel for Mrs. Surratt, stated would prove her 
innocence, was submitted to Judge Advocate-General Holt, 
and, after a careful examination, he failed to discover any 
thing in it having a bearing on the case. This was commu- 
nicated to the President, and doubtless induced him to 
decline to interfere in the execution of Nrs. Snrratt. 

"The residence of Mrs. Surratt, on H Street, north, near 
Sixth, remained closed after the announcement of her fate had 
become known. 

"In the evening but a single dim liglit shone from one of 
the rooms, while within the liouse all was as quiet as death 
up  to about eight o'clock, at which hour Miss Annie E. Sur-
ratt, who had been in constant attendance upon her mother. 
drove up to the door in a hack, accompanied by a gentle 
man. 

"She appeared to be perfectly crushed with grief, and as 
she alighted from the carriage some ladies standing near were 
moved to tears of sympathy with the unfortunate girl whom 
every look and action betrayed her anguish. 
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"Miss Surratt, after gaining admittance to the house, 
fainted several times, causing great bustle and excitement 
among the inmates, who were untiring in their efforts to con- 
sole the almost heart-broken young lady. 

''From early in the evening until a late hour at night, 
hundreds of persons, old and young, male and female, visited 
the vicinity of Mrs. Surratt's residence, stopping upon the 
opposite side of the street, glancing over with anxious and 
inquiring eyes upon the house in which the- conspirators 
met, commenting upon the fate of the doomed woman, and 
the circumstances connected therewith. 

"During the evening not less than five hundred persons 
visited the spot." 



C H A P T E R  S S V .  

THE DETECTIVE POLICE AND TIIE ARREST 0%-THE ASSASSIN& 

Persons1 Relations to President Lincoln-His Kindness and Confidence-Xy Order to 
Pursuo tile Conspirators-Results-Statements of Subordinates and Others. 

I SHALL now proceed to give a brief official history of my 
connection with the arrest of the assassins of the President. 
For some weeks previous to the assassination I had been on 
duty in New York. engaged in making investigations with 
reference to frauds committed in the recruiting service. On 
Saturday morning, April 15, while in my room at tlie Astor 
House, having just risen to dress, Lieutenant L. C. Baker, 
~ v h o  had come on fro111 \ITashington the evening previous, 
rushed into my room and announc~d the fact that President 
Lincoln had been assassinilted. This announcement called 
to my mind at once the various communications containing 
threats of' assassin:ttion that had for nearly two years been 
received. The last ndvices froin \\'nshington, received early 
on Saturday morning, simply annonnced that the President 
still lived, but no hopes were entertained of llis recovery. 
The feeling of indignation and sadness exhibited by my 
whole force, then on duty in New Yorls, when I announced 
to them the fact, I have never seen equaled. We had all 
learned to love the President as a father. mid all our 
scenes of trial, through the prejudice of loyal citizens and the 
passion of enemies of the Republic, and of detected crimi- 
nals, we had received the kindest treatment from Mr. Lincoln, 
Whenever he was plied with charges against tlie bureau, he 
vindicated its character, and affirmed it to be one of the 
necessary institutions of the civil war. 

He never hastily accepted the opinion of the highest in 
position, nor in a single instance arraigned the national 
polic~ for its action, however loud the clamor of the victime 
of its rrgns-eyed vigilance. 
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At twelve o'clock on Saturday, April 15,I received tlie 

following dispatch from the Secretary of War :-


Come here immediately and see if you can find the murderer of the 
President. 

EDWINM. STANTON,Secretary of war. 

No train left New York by which I could reach Wash- 
~ngton before the follo~ving morning. On Sunday morning, 

!April 16, I arrived in Washington. My interview with the 
Secretary of War was a sad one. As I entered the Secretary's 
office, and he recognized me, lie turned away to hide his 
tears. He remarlced-" MTell, B:ilier, they ]lave, now per- 
formed what they have long tlireiitened to do ; they have 
killed the President. You must go to work. My mlrole 
dependence is upon you." 

I made some inquiries ~vitli reference to wllat 11adbeen 
done toward the capture of tlle assassins, and ascertained 
that no direct c lue  even had been obtained, beyond tlie 
simple conceded fact that J. Willies Booth mas tlie assassin 
of the President. 

The popular excitement in Wasllington was fearfully 
intense. For the time the gigantic crime, and the arrest of 
the criminals, put into the background of interest the crisis 
of National affairs and the ordinary business of life. Every 
face which did not bear the affected anxiety or indifference 
of Southern sympatlry, had the gloomy, monrnful aspect of 
inexpressible, bewildering horror and grief. 

he practical duties which engaged tlie exhansting labors * 

of my bureau, and the results that followed, hdmeen the mur- 
der of the President and the capture of Booth, are narrated 
truthfully in the paper addressed to the Secretary of War :-

W ~ e ~ m a ~ o aCITY. July 7,1668. 

On the morning of April 15, 1865, while on dnty in New York City, undtu 
orders from the Tar Department to investigate certain fraud8 in cox~nectior 
wit11 the secret service, I first heard of the assassination of President Lincoln, 
and attempts to assassinate the Secretnry of State; On the afternoon of the 
day before referred to, I reoeived n teleg~am from the Secretary of War, direct- 
ing me to corns t o  Washington by first train, and bring my detective employ& 
i t I Accorilingly, on S: i t~~rdaj  . evening, April 15t11, as directed, I came 
to TV:\sJ~ingtn!~.0 1 1  S~iri(l:~y the Secretary ofttiorriing. the  1 fitl~,I called o n  

23 
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War, to learn the pnrticulars of t,he assassination, and what mensures hnd 
been adopted to secure the capture of the assassins. I could learn bnt little 
beyond the simple f;tct thnt J. Wilkes Booth was the supposed assassin, and 
that Jlarrold washisaccornplice. I asked if any pliotographs of the supposed 
~ssfissins,or descriptions of their persons, liad been secured or published. To 
my surprise I learned that nothing of the kind had been done; during the 
afterno(-n of Sundttp rrirnorv were freely circnlated throughout the city con- 
necting tile c:lme of J o h ~  Surratt and others with the assassination. I i~nrne-
diatcly secured pictnres of tliose mentioned above, and on Monday tho 17th 
had tllern copied, with a full aiiil accurate description of each assassiri printed 
in a circular, in mllich I offered a reward of Ten Thousand Dollars. These, 
with their photograpl~s and descriptions, I dispatched to a number of detec- 
tive agents in all parts of the country. I also mailed large nnrnbers to ditier- 
ent localities. Tltese photograplis and descriptions were the first ever pub- 
lished or circulated. At  this time i t  was almost impossible to obtain any 
Information of a reliable character; the inp paralleled atrocity of this terrible 
event, and the fact that the assassins had for the time being escaped, had 
seemingly paralyzed the entire cornrnunity. The local detective force of New 
Yorl;. Philadelphia, Boston, Baltirnore, and, other cities, had arrived, and, 
with the entire military force of this department, 11ad reported to Gerleral 
Augur, whose headquarters were in Washington. On Monday, April lath, or 
Tuesday following, I dispatched six Inen of my force into Lower Maryland. 
After being absent four or five days, they retorned, unsuccessful, towaid the 
end of the week succeeding tlte assassination. 

No reliable information having been obtained, so far as I knew, concern- 
ing the whereabouts of tlie assassir&, and having beiome thoroughly convinced 
that Booth ancl Harrold had passed into Lower Maryland via Anacosta or Navy 
Yard Bridge, within an hour after the assassination, and being aware that 
nearly every rod of ground in Lower Maryland must have been repeatedly 
passed over by the greit  number of persons engaged in the search, I finally 
decided, in tny own mind, that Bootli and Harrold must have crossed the river 
into Virginia. After crossirig they could ,not go toward Ricl~~nond or down 
the Pot.omac, as the Federal troops were thcn in possession of that entire sec- 
tion of country; the only possible way left open for escape was to take a 
south-western course, in order to reach t l ~ e  mountains of Tennessee or Ken- 
tucky, where such aid could be secured as would inswe their ulti~nat~e escape 
from the country. On examining the map1  ascertained where the principal 
orossings of the Rappahannock were located. On Sunday morning, April 
233, I asked Major Eckert to furnish me with n competent telegraph operator, 
and necessary apparatus, wit11 tlre intention of opening an oftice a t  Port  
Tobacco. This request was complied with, tzs indicated by the note am 
pended :-

OFFICE UNITEDSTATESMILITARYTELBORAPA 
~ A B  Wu~maron,DEPABTXENT, D. C, A y r a  2% i s a  1 

COLONELBAKEB:-
This will introduce to you Mr. Beckwith, a cipher operator, of great ~ , : o u t  

ing experience, who may be of great service to yon, in addition to his tele 
g r yh~ng. 



I also send with him Mr. Uheney, a repair man, to make speedy connec- 
dons where-er i t  rnny be found necessary. Please furnish him a side-am. 

Yours truly, 
Tnos. I?. EOKEBT. 

Mr. Beckw~th was sent to me on Sunday afternoon. This operator, with 
two of my detective agents, Hubbard and Woodall, left Washington on Sun 
day afternoon or evening, on board the steamer Keyport. They did not reach 
the landing a t  Port Tobacco until nearly morning on Monday. There wua 
brought to my headquarters a colored man, who I was informed had import- 
ant information respecting the assassins. On questioning the colored man, I 
found he had seen two men, answering the description of Rooth and Harrold, 
entering a small boat in the vicinity of Swan's Point. After a series of ques- 
tions propounded and answered by this colored man, giving a description of 
the assassins, I was surprised to learn from him that he had three days pre- 
viously communicated prec-irely the same informntion to some soldiermen (se 
he expressed it) then engt~gc~d in searching for the assassins, but that the 
soldier-men called him a d:111ne(l black, lying nigger, and did not believe hia 
story. This inforruation, wit11 rrly preconceived theory as to the movements 
of the assassins, decided my course. I wrote a note to Major-General Han- 
cock, then in command of this Department, reqoesting him to send me a 
detachment of twenty-five mvull.\., under chnrge of a oompetent, discreet, and 
reliable officer, to report a t  my l~eadquarters for duty as soon as possible. I 
then called Lieutenant-Colonel Conger and Lieutenant L. B. Baker, formerly 
of my regiment (the First District Caralry), and informed them that I had 
inforruation concerning Booth and Earrold, and spreading a map of Virginia 
on my table, with a pencil I marked out the point where I supposed the assas- 
gins crossed, and their course after crossing the ferry at Port Conway. I then 
remarked, "1 will give you the cavalry, and don't come back withont them, for 
they are certainly in that vicinity." About one o'clock, or soon after (the pre- 
cise time I cannot now recollect), a squad of cnralry rode up in front of my 
headquarters; the officer in command dismounted, and entered the office and 
inquired, "Is this Colonel Baker's headquarters?" Some one standing by said 
"Yes." I then said, "I am Colonel Baker." The officer said, "I am ordered 
to report to you." I asked the ofiicer his name. He replied, "Lieutenant 
Dougherty." 1 asked, " What cavalry have you got?" IIe replied, &'A de- 
tachment from the Sixteenth New Tork Cavalry." I called Lieutenant 
Dougherty to where &nger and Baker were standing, and said, "Lieutenant, 
you will act under the orders and direction of these two men," referring to  
Conger and Bnker. "You are going after Booth, and have got the only 
reliable information concerning his whereabouts." Some further converea- 
tion occurred respecting the cavalry, rations, forage, transportation, &c. Ae 
I intended and did place the control and management of the expedition solely 
and exclusively under my own men, I did not deem it necessary to give Lien- 
tenant Doogherty any instructions whatever, and only called to my assistance 
the military to protect my men in the execution of my orders and instmo-
tion& This had usually been the practice in my bureau for two or threo 
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years proviously, The unsettled condition of affairs in the aecaon of Virginia 
to be visited by the expedition made it  necessary that 8 military force should 
accompany it, otherwise my plans for the captnre of the assassins could and 
would have been much more promptly and satisfactorily carried out and con- 
summated by my detectives-for Booth would have been brought to Washing- 
ton alive. 

The expedition left Washington on the afternoon of Monday, April 24, 
The facts of the captnre, killing of Booth, &c., having been cletniled by those 
directly connected with and actual participators in the same, I shall conclude 
my statement by briefly referring t o  what occurred af'ter the capture. On 
Weclnesday, April 26, about 6 o'clock P. M., Oolonel Conger arrived a t  my 
headquarters with the first information respecting the result of the captare 
of the assassins. I immediately took him to the house of the Secretary of 
War, when he detailed briefly the facts of the pursuit. capture, and killing of 
Booth, &c., at the same time handing t o  the Secretirv of War the effects, or 
articles, taken from the dead body of Booth. By direction of the Secretary 
of War, with Colonel Conger, I went immediately to  Alexandria, to intercept 
and take charge of the prisoner linrrold, and the dead body of Booth, which 
since the capture had been in charge of Lieutenant Baker. About 12 o'clock, 
the steamer Ide, with the assassins, arrived at Alexandria. I went on board, 
and took charge of the management and disposition of the prisoner Harrold 
and body of Booth. It is a well-known fact, with few exceptions, that as 
soon as i t  was publicly known that the assassins were captured, those that 
had been the most persistent in forcing their claims before the committee 
appointed to investigate the matter, entirely ceased and abandoned all efforts to 
procure, or 'even assist in procuring, the requisite proofs ta convict the assas- 
sins. I desire to state positively that the inforrllation that prompted me to 
send the expedition to Port Conway was not, in any.wny, shape, or manner, 
derived from the War Depnrtment, or from any inforrnntion or intimation 
furnished by any one connected wit11 the search for t f ~ e  assassins. I neither 
saw nor knew the contents of any telegrams, letter, or mernornndnms, refer- 
ring in the slightest manner to the fact that tlie murderers had crossed the 
Potomac River. I desire further to state that the imforlr~ation before referred 
to in this statement, and my belief and preconceived theory as to the intended 
movement of the assassins, was the sole and c~nly incentive tlint prompted the 
mending out of the expedition which resultecl so snccessfully. My honest con- 
viction is, and it is the opinion repeatedly expressed by those in authority. 
that, had not this expedition reached the Garrett Ftlrm as they did, on Wednes- 
day morning, before daylight, Booth ,and Harrold would have escaped entirely: 

Respectfully submitted, 
L. a. BAKER, 

Late Brig.-Gen., and Pro.-Mar. War Department. 

It is well known among the authorities at Washington, 
that the preliminary steps and investigations, with referenoo 
to the assassination, had already been taken, before my 



4rrivaI there, at General Augur's headquarters. A comxpis- 
sion, consisting of Colonel Wells, Colonel Foster, and Colonel 
Alcott, was then in session, and all information, from what- 
ever sources derived, was laid before this commission. The 
enormity of t ? ~ ecrime committed by the asssassins, and the 
anxiety of t h pnblic for their arrest, had divested my mind 
entiply of hr.7 thing 'like rivalry in the investigations going 
on. I waP villing, and indeed anxious, to work and co-
operate with any officer or officers in the prosecution of this 
investigation. I was even milling to place myself under the 
advice, counsel, and direction of any officer, whether mili- 
tary or civil. Accordingly, I repaired to General Augur's 
headquarters, and asked some questions with regard to the 
information already obtained. I was informed that neither 
my services nor the services of my force were required ; that 
a positive clue had been obtained as to who the assassins 
were, and their whereabouts. After making some further 
inquiries, to all of which I received either evasive or insult- 
ing replies, I determined to set on foot an investigation under 
my own direction. With this view, I immediately obtained 
photographs of the supposed assassins, and had a large num- 
ber of them copied, which I sent in all directions. I believe 
the first clue obtained as to the assassins was derived from a 
man named Fletcher, employed in the livery stable of Mr. 
Naylor, in Washington. Harrold had, on the afternoon pre- 
vious to the evening of the assassination, hired a horse at 
Mr. Naylor's stable. Mr. Naylor, fearing that Harrold 
would run away with the horse, had sent Fletcher to xatch 
him. The evidence of Fletcher, given before the commission 
on the trial of the assassins, shows that he went to the Navy 
Yard bridge. The bridge being gtiarded by a military force, 
and having no pass, he could not cross ;but he learned that 
two suspicious characters had just crossed on horseback. 
He returned to General Augur's headquarters about one 
lo'clock on Saturday morning, and reported the fact. Here 
begins the first series of blunders in this attempted search 
for the assassins. Fletcher's statement mas entirely disre- 
garded. No steps mere taken by those in possession of this 
information to follow up the clue thus given until sixteen 
hours afterward. This delay enabled the assassins to get 
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entirely beyond the reach of those sent in pursuit. On Sun-
day, at ten o'clock, I received the following information :-

Ba~lpro~lc,dprfl 16,1886. 

The following information has just been received from Polk Gardner, a 
lad who left Upper Marlborongh, Prince George County, on Friday night, to 
come here to see his father, who is dying. On the road, about four miles 
from Washington, he met a man on 8 roan horse, who inquired the may to 
Vpper Marlborongh, and whether he liad seen a man riding rapidly in 'that 
direction. About two miles from Washington he met another man, on a bay 
horse, who also inquired tlie road to Upper Marlborough, and asked him if he 
had seen a man riding in that direction. The last named then rode on rapidly. 
This occurred at  eleven o'clock, or a little later. 

The steamer Commerce left here yesterday morning a t  six o'clock, without 
passengers, but with a guard and shrewd officer, with orders to make her 
usual trip and take in all passengers that presented themselves, and then 
secure them and bring them all here. As she goes to Upper Marlborough, 
stopping at  Benedict and other places, i t  is not unlikely that the guilty parties 
may be caught. 

I immediately sent for Polk Gardner, and had his state- 
ment takm. The description given of the horses-to wit, 
3ne bay and one roan-corresponded exactly with the de- 
gcription furnished by Fletcher of the horses hired from 
Naylor's stable. This, with Fletcher's statement, furnished 
LO my mixid conclusive evidence that the assassins had gone 
in the direction of Lower Maryland. 

I t  is proper to state, in this connection, that a large mili-
tary force, consisting of a whole brigade of infantry and 
over one'thonsand cavalry, together with over two hundred 
detectives and citizens, had gone into Lower Maryland. My
force being small at the time, many of them being engaged in 
the Western States in pursuit of criminals, I sent a small 
detachment of detectives with photographs and circulars into 
Lower Maryland. They were absent four or five days, and 
returned with no clue to the assassins. The commlinity were 
hecorning impatient at the delay in the capture of the assas- 
sins, and beginning to fear that they would finally escape. 
On Sunday morning, khe 23d of April, I sent the .following 
rlote to Major-General Hancock :-

C 'WAE I ~ P A R T M ~ T ,  C I , A p lC U, 186&W ~ a n r e ~ o r i  

N sjor-General Ha+ooorc,,.United States Army :-
CESERAL-I-am direeted by the Secretary of War to  apply to yon for e 
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m a l l  cavalry force of twenty-firo (25).men, well mounted, to be commanded 
by a reliable and discreet com~nivsioned officer. 

Can you furnish them? and if so, mill yon please direct the o%cer com- 
manding the squad to report to  me with the men a t  No. 217 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, opposite Willard's Hotel, a t  once? 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) L. C. BAKER, 

Colonel, and Agent War Department. 
Official: 

DWOANS. WALKER,A. A. General. 

In response to this communication, the cavalry arrived at 
xoy headquarters. I immediately called into my private' 

office two of my detective officers-Colonel Conger and Lieu- 
tenant Baker-and informed them that I had information that 
Booth and Harrold had crossed the Potomac, at the same 
time pointing out with a pencil the place pn a map where 
they had crossed, and where I believed they would be 
found. Lieutenant Dongherty, of the Sixteenth New Pork 
Cavalry, who commanded this squad, was introduced to 
Colonel Conger and Lieutenant Baker, with the following 
remark :-" You are going in pursuit of the assassins. You . 
have the latest reliable information concerning them. You 
will act under the orders of Colonel Conger." 

I then dispatched a messenger to the quartermaster at 
Sixth Street wharf, with a request to furnish a bout as soon 
as possible, to take a squad of cavalry down the Potomac. 
The messenger returned, bringing. the following commnnica- 
tion from Captain Allen, the quartermaster :-

A 8 8 1 8 ~ l N TQUARTERNIYBTEB'I OP~ICIL,
Rrvr~TRAN~PORTATION, WE~SI, I~ I X T ESTREET 

W A S U I X ~ T O N ,D. C., April  22, 1666. 

Colonel L. C. BAKER,Agent War Department :-
SIR-I have the honor to inform yon that I will have a boat ready for yor 

st four P. M. this day. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. S. ALLEX, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 

The expedition left Washington on board the steamer 
Ide, about four o'clock. The facts and incidents connected 
with the pursuit and capture of the assassigq, from this time 
until the body of Booth was returned' to Washington, and 
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placed in my possession, I will leave to be detailed by 
Colonel Conger and Lieutenant Baker :-

'FVAOUNGTON, D.c., December !24,186!5. 
To the.Hon. E. M.STANTON,Secretary of War:- 

SIR-Under General Order No. 164, in reference to the rewards offered by 
the Secretary of War for the apprehension of Booth and Hnrrold, the assassins 
of the late President, E. J. Conger, late a lieutenant-colonel, and L. B. Baker, 
late a lieutenant, beg to submit the follonling narrative of the events of that 
service :-

They Bere important actors in the pursuit and capture of those partioe, 
and themselves did, and saw others do, every thing that went to make u p  
that enterprise, from its inception in the brain of its projector and master- 
spirit, until the botlies of the two fugitives, living and dead, were delivered 
Into the hands of the Department of War ; and it  is that this nirrative msy, 
in some degree, help to the proper appreciation of the services of the parties 
to whose hands the chief of the Detective Bureau corri~nitted the execution 
of his plans. ' 

General Baker, under the orders of the Department, reported rtt Washing- 
ton for duty Sunday morning, April 16th. lie was accompanietl by Lieuten-
ant Baker, and joined by Colonel Conger the Nondsy follo~vi~lg. Ruth of. 
these gentlemen, then private citizens, were taken into service by General 
Baker, and assigned, under his irnrnediate orders, to the special duty of the 
subject of this statement. 

Upon the arrival of General Baker, he found the entire field occupied by a 
numerous corps of detectives, whom tho importance of the service and the, 
calls of the Government had assembled from various points, and in whose 
hands seerned to be all the various sources of icformation, and the clues.to all 
that was known or suspected, then a t  conimand. 

He found, upon appronclling these parties, that they were.uiwilling to 
impart to him their information, receive him into confidence, anil share with 
him their counsels; and with such slender information as was then in the 

the Secretary of War, tlre chief of tlie -%filitary Bureau 
was obliged to take the case up from the beginuing; and after the field had 
been gone over and gleaned by other hands and tlie footprints of the as~assine 
effaced or lost. 

It was an accepted fact that Booth was the immediate assassin of the 
President, and that Harrold was his accomplice, and shared his flight or plnce 
efconcealment. 

A caruful analysis of all that could be ascertained satisfied General Baker 
that these parties had fled, and would probably attempt to escape across the 
Lower Potomac; and his first efforts were directed to securing the accurate 
dkenesses of Booth and Harrold, as well as of others, and a full and minute 
description of their.persons. These likenesses were taken, and printed-the 
first and only ones issued of these parties-he caused to be extensively circn- 
k ted  in every direction likely to be taken by the fugitives; in pnrticular 

0:personal possession 
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Lieutenant Baker was detailed, with fire or six active nntl reliable men, to 
traverse Lower Naryland and distribute them. Ile was also to examine and 
note every possible indication of the presence of the parties, or other suspect- 
ed persons, from which labor he returned the Saturday following, having 
explored the wllole region unsuccessfully, while the chief remained at  head- 
quarters. with Colonel Conger and other assistants, constantly, anxiously, and 
exhaustively collating and exploring every outside rumor, theory, and source 
of information that sleepless labor, vigilance, and experienced sagacity could 
compass. 

I t  is out of place here, perhaps, to refer to the weight of indignact and 
impotent grief that was added to a nation's sorrow for its loss, as the convic- 
tion settled upon the hearts of men that the murderers had escaped-that 
the resources and ingenuity of the police of the nation, aroused by a huge 
crime, and made active by the temptation of a great money reward, were 
baffled. 

While this feeling was hardening into certainty, the energy and determin- 
ation of the chief of the military detectives were preparing more effective 
efforts. 

On Monday, the 24th, General Baker, steady in the opinion he had formed, 
aent one of his men, Theodore Woodall, with s telegraph operator, into 
Lower Maryland with his instruments, to be attached to the wire at given 
points, and thus enable him to com-municate, without loss of time., with that 
region. Woodall, while on this duty, fell in with , an old negro, 
whose statement so impressed him, that, instead of sending it  by telegraph to 
Washington, he took and delivered him bodily to his superior. 

The examination of the colored man fiatisfied General Baker that he had 
a t  last struck the trail of the fleeing murderers. That they had crossed the 
Potornic, riear Matthen~s Poiut, ou'saturday night, the 22d of April, and that 
Bootll~wfts ltime. 

A hasty i n t e r v i ? ~  with tlle Secretary of F a r ,  and Colonel Conger was 
sent with a note from General Baker to General IIancock for a conimissioned 
o5cer and tGehty-five cavalry, to report immediately to General Baker, for 
duty undei. his c v m a n d ,  while Lieutenant Baker made the necessary arrange- 
rnents with t h e .  Quartermaster's Department for transportation down the 
Potomac, Upon their. return. from these duties, General Baker fiilly ex- 
plqined. to them the .information on which he %-as acting, and, with the aid 
of a map, pointed otit with care the place of Booth and IIarrold's crossing and 
their probable course and plans, sndfold them Ire was about to send them in 
pursuit; that they were to have fill1 charge of the expedition, and that the 
cavalry force m-ould go, subject to their orders; that the expedition was to 
start the Ino~nent it could be got ready. I t  wns to go down to Belle Plains, 
nnd, if there was no dock for landing at that poiut, to go to Aquin Creek. 
and if the dock had been destroyed there, that the horses must be made to 
take the ~ a t e r ,  for in no event must they go below; onco on land, they must 
act on their own judgment and discretion; that tlley must, if possible, dis- 
cover the trail of Booth and Harrold, and, once upon it, mnat push forward to 
their capture over all obstacles ; that the cavalry would go with nothing bst 
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their arms, and men and horses must not be spared; that he 'hew C ~ n g e r  
and Lieutenant Baker, and had entire confidence in their judgment, saguity, 
and conrage, and committed the enterprise fully to them. 

About two P. M. of the 24th, Lieutenant Dougherty of the Sixteenth New 
Pork Cavalry, reported to  General Baker for orders, and was by him intro- 
duced to Colonel Conger and Lieutenant Baker; General Baker told him that 
he was to be sent with him in pursuit of Booth and Harrold; that they had 
full information and instructions as to the service, and would have the direo- 
tion of it, and he must render them all the assistance in his power. No other 
(H further orders were given by General Baker to Lieutenant Dougherty, nor 
were explanations made to hirn about the service by General Baker, nor by 
Colouel Conger nor Lieutenant Baker. 

The party left Washington about ~undown on the evening of the 24th, on 
ateamer Ide; arrived at Belle Plains about ten in .the evening and landed. 
Colonel Conger, w-hile in service, haring been the senior of Lieutenant Baker 
in the same cavalry regiment, and of large experience, by tacit consent ne 
between them, took the main direction of affairs when present. Tn hie 
absence, Lieutenant Baker was the acknowledged director of tlie expedition. 

Cololiel Conger refused to have an advanced guard, but himself and Lieu- 
tenant Baker took the lead. At the divergence of the roads, a mile and a hdC 
from the river, the party took that whicli led to the Rappahsunock. Conger 
went to almost every house they passed during the night. He called hirnself 
Boyd, a brother of the Maryland Boyd, w l ~ o  had been killed. Said his party 
were rebels, trving to avoid the Union soldiers and escape into the interior. 
That they had been scattered, and he had lost some of his companions, one 
of mhoni was lnrne, and they were anxious to learn of his whereabouts, &c. 
He inquired who had crossed the Rnppahannock, and where ; and the location 
of all the crossings, whether by ferry or ford ; J s o  about all the doctors, as 
they supposed Booth would seek the aid of some of them. Nothing was 
learned during the night. Ilnylight disclosed the character of tlie party, and 
changed tlie tactics of the leaders. 

The party arrived, without incident or information bearing on the service, 
a t  Point Conway on the R:lppahannock, opposite Port Royal, about twelve 
o'clock, when they halted for thirty minutes. 

While resting here, Lieutenant Baker went to the ferry, near which he 
fell in with a mnn who gave his name as Rollins. A conversation ensued, 
rn which Lieutenant Baker showed him the likeness of Booth, which Rollina 
recognized as one of tlhe party who crossed the day before, except that that 
man had no moustache. He also recoggized the liken-ess of Harrold. Colonel 
Conger was sent for, and took Rollins's statement, xiow on file in the Judge- 
Advocate-General's ogce. The substance w&, .that Booth and TTarrold arrived 
t l~ere the day before, late in the afternoon, in an .old wagon driven by a negro, 
and wanted to go on. Booth was lame, and would give him, Rollins, ten 
dollars in gold. to. ta*e therri on to Bovvling Green, fifeeen miles toward 
Ornngo Court Ilonse. - Meantime .three lpbels cime -up on horseback, Bain- 
bridge, Rzg~les, and Jett, who had a converfation ,wit11 Booth and Hnrrold, and 

1,agreed to help them.on, and d1d.80. 'As sorne of.that party resided at Bowl 

http:them.on
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ir:g Green, it mas supposetl that Booth and Eorrol~l would bc taken there by 
them. Rollins wns willing to go as a guide for Conger and Baker, and was 
put under arrest to save appearances. 

The expedition mas ferried over the river with as little delay as possib'e, 
and pickets posted to prevent any parties 1c:iving Port Royal till the party 
was again in motion. After passing the river a short distance, two men were 
discovered on horseback, as if observing the party, to  whom Conger and 
Baker gave chaqe. After pursuing the~nsnbout two miles, they plunged into 
the woods and disappeared. 

The command reached the "Half-may House," so-called, a solitary bnild- 
ing, about nine in the evening. Tile occupants, four or five young women, 
raised and kept up such a clamor, that Conger's and Baker's inquiries were tr 
"pursuit of knowledge under difficulties," until one of them said that they 
mere looking for rt party that had cornrnitted an outrage on a girl, which led 
to their being told that R party of five men, describing them, with three 
horses, had called there the day before and taken drinks, and that they a11 
canle back but one. The supposition was that Booth, the principal, had been 
loft at Bowling Green. Once more in the saddle, horses exhausted, and men 
weary, hungry, arid sleepy, the command pushed forward, and reached Bowliw 
Green between eleven and twelve o'clock. 

The one hotel, where Booth might be, a large, rambling, utterly silent and 
dark bnilding, was surrounded by the dismounted cavalry, and a vain effort 
made to arouse the inmates, if occuparits it had. 

A neg1-o finally conducted Colonel Conger to a shanty in the rear, where 
anotl~er negro told him that a woman and her daughter occnpiod the tavern, 
rtud that Jet t  was there also. 

Colonel Conger entered the liouse and found his way to Jett's room and 
arrested him, 1~1ien he was joined by Baker and Lieutennnt Dougl~erty. Jet& 
was alar~necl, w:intetl to see the c3ommaniter of the party, and was referred to 
Colonel Conger. R:lker ant1 Lieutenant Douglierty ~t-itl~dre\v, rvl~en Jett  said 
he knew $\*hat Colonel Conger wanted; Ire \\-anted Boot11 and Harrold. and 
he, Jett, could take liirn and show hi111 whero they ~7ero. 

IIe \ranted assurances of personal safety, nn(1 Coloricl Conger gave them. 
Je t t  dressed, and on joining Lieutenant Baker, he told them, Conger and 
Hnker, that 1300th and IIarrold were about three miles from Port Royal, a t  
Garrett's. And on being told that the party had just passed nlong there, he  
was disconcerted, for he harl supposed that they cnlne from Richmond, and 
Found that their corning from Port Rvyal had frightened Booth and Harrold 
away, as it Ilad. 

Upon remounting the party, it wns'fonnd that ono or two of the men had 
straggled, and two or three others were left to look thern 11p. The object of 
'tile retnru was not made known to Lieutenant Dongherty until near Garrett's 
house. *

r 

l'bc party reaklled the lane that. led frolh the rrad to  Gnrrett's house 
about two A. Y., of tlre 20th. - Daiing t l l e~ ime  that Conger and Bnkar were 
exploring t h e  tray to the hou&, tlre lnen had +s~nonntetl, tlrro~r-5 tl~emselvee 
on the groontl. prltl gone. to deepf' aritl i! was with rnucl! exertion that they 
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mere aroused and got in motion again. The house was surrounded, and, in 
response to the summons of Lieutenant Raker, the elder Garrett appeared, 
struck a light, and said, in reply to Baker's inquiry, that the two men had ' 
gone off into the woods. At  the approach of Colonel Conger, a son of Gar- 
rett's cnnle up and said t1.e Inen were in the barn, and offered to show them 
where they were. The party proceeded to the barn, Lieutenant Baker with 
a lighted candle, and having the young Garrett in custody. 

The barn, with the buildings near it, were as promptly and effectually 
rcrrounded as tlie condition and discipline of the comrlland would per-
mit. 

The barn, as it  was called, was in fact an old tobacco-house, perhaps sixty 
feet square, weather-boarded, with large doors in the middle of the front side, 
and in 9ne of which was a smaller door; a barn, a shed, with other buildings, 
were near this building. Colonel Conger and Lieutenant 'Dougherty placed 
the dismounted soldiers about the buildings, while Lieutenant Baker with 
young Garrett approeched the door with the candle, when young Garrett 
remembered that the door was locked on the outside. Another young Gar- 
rett then came 11p and was sent by Baker for the key. When the key arrived, 
Lieutenant Baker in a loud voice said to Garrett, "Go in and tell the men to 
come out and surrender." He said he was afraid ; the men were armed with 
pistols and carbines, and would shoot him. Lieutenant Baker, then addressing 
the parties inside, said, "We are going to send in the men in whose custody 
you are to  demand your arms and surrender." Baker then unlocked the 
door, and Garrett, in much trepidation, went in ; and Baker lienrd a lllumbled 
conversation inside, Booth finally saying, "Get out of here or I will shoot you. 
Damn you, you hare betrayed me," and Garrett came back rnucll frightened, 
and was let out, saying tliat Booth was going to shoot him, and "You may 
burn the barn." Something had been before said about burning the barn, 
partly to alarm Booth and Harrold, and as. one of tile means that might 
ultimately be resorted to, lo which young Garrett had objected. 

In  the mean time, i t  liad occurred to Conger nnct Baker, that in the event 
of an attempt to escape by Booth and Harrold at the door, and which would 
bring on a general contest, that i t  would be very likely to  draw the fire of 
the soldiers nearest, which would endanger them quite as much as it  would 
Booth and Harrold, and as a precaution for their own safety, they removed 
all the soldiers from the front of the building, and all whose posts were such 
WI to  comlnand a view of the area immediately about the door. 

Colonel Conger also found on his rounds one man who refused to do duty, 
because he was without anus-took none with him, but was supplied with a 
pistol on the ground. I t  was also found necessary to place a rail or pole, 
or some other object, on the ground, t,o indicate to each man his position, and 
they were ordered. by Cololiel Conger, personally, not to leave their posts on 
any pretext whatever without orders. Lieutenant Dougllerty was most of 
the time, in the early part of the affair, at the barn, and took a position under 
sn open shed, not far from the building; and there consulted about burning 
the barn. Colonel Conger had ordered one of the young Garretts to deposit 
8 quantity of brueh against an angle of the barn, but at a point where he did 
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not tntend to fire it, and for the purpose of distracting the attention of Booth, 
and to inislead him. 

-Understanding what Garrett was doing, Booth threatened to shoot him if 
he dia not desist. He also twice offered to Lieutenant Baker that if he would 
withdraw his men fifty yards he would come out and fight him. 

Harrold finally came to the door, offered to surrender, and Lieutenant 
Baker opened it, took him by the hands, pulled him out, callsd Lieutenant 
Dougherty and turned him over to  him. 

As a more effective means to insure the capture of Booth, i t  was finally 
determined to set the building on fire. There was ,on the floor a quantity of 
litter, thrown in a loose pile against one side near an angle. From an opening 
at this Colonel Conger drew out some straw, twisted it, set i t  on fire, and 
instantly the whole mass was in flames. Under the eye of Colonel Conger, 
Booth immediately approached the fire, with a carbine in both hands, as if to  
fire, and cast his eye up and down the opening between the boards, but with the 
intense light between him and the opening, and the darkness without, i t  was 
impossible for him to see any thing outside. He paused, dropped his hands, 
his bead fell, as if in thought, and he then turned and went toward the door. 
Colonel Conger immediately started around the building, to reach the same 
point, when, on his way, he heard a pistol-shot, and upon going round he found 
Lieutenant Baker standing over the body of Booth, near the center of the 
building, and where he obviously had been in no position to injure anybody. 
aolonel Conger at  first supposed, and so said, that Booth had shot himself. 

At  the moment of firing the barn, Lieutenant Baker opened the door, and 
eaw Booth just as he turned froin the fire, when he dropped his crutch, and 
came wit11 a rapid, halting walk, toward the door; when within twelve or  
fifteen feet of the door, with his carbine in his hand, he received the shot, and 
fell. Baker rushed to him, seized him by the arm, and was there found by 
Conger. Lieutenant Baker saw that the shot was from some one outside, 
and remarked to Conger that "the man who fired i t  should go back to Wash- 
ington under arrest." 

Sergeant Boston Corbitt, who fired the shot, had'been placed by Colonol 
Conger about thirty feet from the barn, with orders not to leave his post on 
any pretext. Yet he did leave it, and approach the barn, when without 
'order, pretext or excuse, he shot Booth. 

The communications from the party of Conger and Baker, to  Boclth and 
Uarrold, in the barn, were made entirely through Lieutenant Baker. I t  is 
believed that no other one of the party addressed them. Much more passed 
between them than is stated above. ' Among other things, 1300th said t o  
Baker, whom he addressed as. "Captain," "I could have shot you fye or six 
times, but I believe you to be-a brave and itonorable man, and I will not hurt  
you." . I 

To the offers of Booth to come out and fight, Lieutenant Bakor replied 
that "we did not come to fight you but to capture you." . 

The few words and incoherent mutterings of the dying Booth are of no 
value in this narrative. Nor does i t  seem requisite to correct and contradict, 
LO any great extent, the statements 01' some of the parties present, as to the 
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details of the transaction, and their own part in it. Lieutenant Doughertj* mne 
the rncre comrna~ider of the soldiel.~, under Colonel Conger or 1,ientennnt 
H:rlier, tho forrner of whom often gave orders directly to them. At the barn, 
L ie r~ te~~ant  no the corn~nunications with Booth and 1)ouglterty took part in 
Ilarrold, and was absent from the door wllen 1100th was shot. 

As soon after the termination of the affair as possible, Colonel Conger, in 
possession of Ijootlr's diary, papers, &c., started for J'i'tlshington, where he 
reported to General Haker, about four P. M. of the 20t11, leaving Lieutenant 
Baker with tile body of Booth, and Ilarroltl under arrest, under the escort of 
Lieutenant Dougl~erty and the cavalry, to make their slower way back, which 
was.accomplished with little delay, the party arriving before daylight ~f the 
27th. 

On Wednesday afternoon, April 26th, about five o'clock, 
Colonel Conger came to my headquarters, and, in a low 
whisper, announced the capture of Booth and Harrold, 
adding that the former was shot. It is not often that I am 
unbalanced by tidings of any sort ; but I sprang to my feet, 
and across the room, and felt like raising a shout of joy over 
the triumph of justice, and the relief to millions of burdened 
hearts which would attend the tidings over the land. I 
immediately called for a carriage, took Colonel Conger with 
me, and drove to the house of the Secretary of War. Re 
had been very despondent regarding the capture, and had 
often spoken of the disgrace it would be if the base assassins 
should escape. W h a  I entered the room he was lying upon 
a sofa. I had in my hand Booth's two pistols, his belt, 
knife, and compass-the latter a l l  covered with tallow, 
where he had held the light up at night, to see in what 
direction he was going-his pipe, and his diary. I rushed 
into the room, and said, "We have got Booth." Secretary 
Stanton mas distinguished during the whole war for his 
coolness, but I had never seen such an exhibition of it in 
my life as at that time. He put his hands over his eyes, 
and lay for nearly a moment without saying a word. Then 
he got up and put on his coat very coolly. In the mean 
time I had laid on his table all the effects that had bee11 
taken from Booth. He asked where he was captured. I 
said, "Near Port Conway, beyond the Rappahannock in Vir-
ginia. Here are the things found on Booth's body." Colo. 
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uel Conger gave the Secretary a brief statement of the 
capture. The Secretary directed me to take a, boat and go 
to Alexandria and meet the boat that was bringing the body 
up. Accordingly I proceeded to Alexandria, and at twenty 
minutes to eleven o'clock the steamer ide,having on board 
the assassin Harrold and the dead body of Booth, with Lieu -
tenant Baker in charge, arrived. The Secretary had directed 
that the boat conveying the assassins should go directly to 
the Navy Yard, and that the prisoner Harrold and the body 
of Booth should be placed on board a gunboat, as will be 
shown by the following order :-

WARD~PARTYBNT, CIR, APPfl 26, 1865.WABIIINQTON 

To the Commandant of the Washington Navy Yard :-
Let Colonel Baker come into the Navy Yard wharf and alongside the Iron- 

clad, to place one or two prisoners on board. 
EDWINM. STANTON,Secretary of War. 

W e  proceeded to the Navy Yard, and at the dead hour 
of the night disembarked our prisoner, put him in double 
irons, and confined him in the hold of the vessel, where a 
number of other prisoners, arrested for their supposed con- 
nection with the assassination, had been already .some days 
confined. The body of Booth was placed on deck, in charge 
of a marine guard. It had been securely sewed up in a 
blanket before it left the Garrett farm. On the following 
morning a post-mortem examination was held, in order to 
the proper identification of the body. Dr. May, a physician 
of Washington, who had some two years before removed a 
Cumor from Booth's neck, was called in as a witness. The 
scar of this tumor was readily found by Dr. May, and his 
testimony, with that of six or seven others, as to the identifi- 
cation, placed the question of indentity beyond all cavil. 
Afterward Dr. Barnes, the Surgeon-General of the United 
States Army, with an assistant, cut from Booth's neck a 
aection of the spine through which the ball passed. This 
section is -now on exhibition at the Government Medical 
Museum at Washington. This was the only mutilation of 
J. \lTilkes Booth that ever occ-arred, notwithstanding the 
numerous reports that his head was cut off and sent to 
Europe or Canada. On Thursday, the 27tb, I was eent for 

04 
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by $he Secretary of War, and directed to make a disposition 
of the body of Booth. In compliance with these instruc- 
tions, with the assistance of Lieutenant L. B. Baker, I dis-
posed of the body, as related on another page, and also the 
circumstances connected with the trial of the assassins. 



C H A P T E R  X X V 1 .  
* 

LETTERS OK THE ASSASSIXATION. 

'lamb Thompson-Volunteer Suggestions respecting the Assassin's IIiding-Plam 
before Ms Death, and the Disposal of his Remains afterward-Threats of mom 
Assassinations-A Mysterious Letter-J. H. Surratt. 

I SITALL now copy'a few of the many letters from different 
parts of the North, called forth by the exciting tragedy at 
our capital, the most of which mere addressed to the Secre-. 
tary of War., and by him placed in my hands. Their chief 
value and interest arises from the expressions of feeling they 
furnish, and the manifold suggestions respecting the dis-
covery and disposal of the homicide. 

The first communication relates to Jacob Thompson, for 
whose arrest subsequently a reward of $25,000 was offered. 

HABTFOBD, dpiZ 18,186hCON~OTIOUT, 

Hon. E. M.STANTON,Secretary of War, Washington:- 
DEARSIR-I was yesterday told a story, by a young man from New Pork, 

implicating one George Thompson, a companion of Booth, and, I believe, an 
actor in Laura Keene's Theatre, in the assassination of the President andWSeo- 
retary Seward ; will write further about it if you think advisable. Hoping 
this may be serviceable in discovering the guilty assassin, 

I m, very respectfully, yours, 
WIK. 0. 

Temple Street  

States that he has been told a story implicating one George T'hornpsoi a 
aomyanion of Booth, in the murder of President Lincoln. 

9 

WABDXPABTYLNT, 92, 1865.W~enrnemn, 

Hespeclmiiy leierred co Colonel L. C. Bnker, Agent, &c., for his i n f i r m  

tion, action, an3 report. 


By order of the Secretary of War, 

H. 8. B U ~ E T T ,Jadpa-Advocak 
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The indorsement on the back of the next letter mill 
explain its import. 

B ~ P A L O .NEW Yoaq April 18, 186S. 

Hon. E. 11. STANTON,Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. :-
MY D E ~ R  has called me to Toronto, C. W., several times Sr~-Business 

within the past two months, and while there I have seen and heard some 
things, knowledge of which may be of service to the Government. 

About five weeks since I saw a t  the Queen's Hotel, a t  Toronto, a letter 
written by the late John Y. Beale just previous to his execution, which, after 
speaking of his mock trial, unjust sentence, the jndicial murder that was t o  
be perpetrated by his execution, &c., called upon Jacob Thompson to  vindi- 
cate his character before liis countrymen of the South, and expressed his 
belief that his death would he speedily and terribly avenged. Tho letter 
itself was addressed to Colonel J. Thompson, Confederate Commissioner at 
Toronto, but the superscription upon the envelope (which was in a different 
handwriting from the body of the letter) read simply, J. Tliompson, Toronto, 
Canada. This circumstance caused it  to be delivered to a Mr. Thoxnpson for 
whom it was not intended. I was permitted to peruse but not to copy the 
letter. I was informed at that time that the friends of Beale were banded 
together for the double purpose of avenging his death and aiding the Rebel 
Government. I have heard the same statement repeated many times since, 
and have frequently been told by citizens of Toronto, that same great mischief 
was, being plotted by Beale'a friends and other refugees in Canada. More 
than a month General Dix's name was mentioned in my hearing in connection 
with the threatened vengeance. I regarded all such stories as idle tales 
unworthy of notice, consequently I never repeated them. Last Friday even- 
ing, while sitting in the office of the Queen's Hotel, I overheard a conversation 
between some persons sitting near me, which convinced nie that the plan to 
assassinate the President was known to some a t  least of the refugees in Canada. 
The party was mourning over the late rebel reverses ; commenting also npon 
&he execution of Beale, the extradition of Burley, the discharge of the raiders, 
&c. ; after which they endeavored to  cheer themselves after this fashion: 
b b  We'll make the damned Yankees howl yet." "1'11 wager, boys, that we'll 
get better news in forty-eight hours." " I reckon, by God, that Jeff. Davis 
will live as long as Abe Lincoln." " Old Abe won't hang Davis." "We'll havo 
something fro111 Washington that will make people stare." '' Won't the damned 
Yankees curse us more than ever." I do not pretend to  give the exact Inn- 
p a g e  of any of the parties, but expressions like those above quoted were of 
frequent occurrence during the conversation. I took very little notice of the 
partj-. Their words s t  the time appeared to me to be simply profane and 
vulgar, implying idle threats which could never be executed; Some of the 
party had evidently been drinking freely. They were all strangers to me. 
The next morning (Saturday, April 15), when I received the news of the 
assassination, I could not help feeling that the party I had heard the night 
before were implicated in the act. I met two of them in company with Ben 
Young, and one or two others of the St. Alban's raidere, on Saturday, in the 



bar-room of the Qneen's. One remarked, " Good news for as this morning," 

and another, "Damn well done, but not quite enough of it." And as they 

raised their glasses, one of them said, "Here's to Andy Johnson's turn next," 


. which was replied to, " Yes, damn his soul." On relating this circumstance 

to Hon. E. G. Spaulding and others, they were of opinion that I should com- 

muuieate them to your Department. For my own part, I beg to refer to Eon. 

Tra Harris, of the Senate, and Hon. John A. Griswold, of the House. 

I am, my dear Sir, very truly yours, G. S. 0. 

Mr. C. is a respectable lawyer in this city, and his statements are entitled 
to credit. 

E.G. G., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

From G. S. 0. 
A m  IS, 1865. 

To Secretary of War :-
States that while a t  Toronto, a. W.,five weeks ago, he saw a lettcn 

written by John Y. Beale to Colonel Jacob Thompson, Confederate Cornmi* 
eioner at Toronto, expressing. among other things, his belief that his death 
would be speedily and terribly revenged. Was informed that the friends of 
Beale were banded to avenge his death. Respectfully referred to a010nel 
Baker for his information. 

H.S. B m c ~ ~ n ,  
Judge-Advocate, &o. 

I received several missives like the following :-
I 

B L O D ~ ~MILLS, N. Y.,d p d  19,1866, 

Oolonel L. 0. BAKER,Agent of War Department at Washington :-
DEAR SIR-~ have been engaged with different traveling companies for 

aome eight or ten years. I know the habits of them pretty well. I used to . 
be acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth. I don't think there is a theatre or circus 
company of any note but what I am more or less acquainted with. I am eo 
well acquainted with that class of people that I think I could be of some use 
in t.racking him out. If I had the means I should have been after him before 
now. I am at your service if you think I can be of any use to you. 

From your obedient servant, 
S. D. S. 

P. S.-I could find out things from that class of people that those nnaa  
quainted with them corlld not so readily. 

S. D. 8. 

Astrologists and spiritualists offered the Government the 
benefit of their prophetic gifts :-

Lu~rrrrqb~,dprU 24186R 
Mr. E. M. S. :-
DEARSIB-~wish to  say a few words to yon in regard to  the whereabontr 

of Booth, who now layu concealed in a houre in the State of Virginia, o e u  



374 UNWED STATES SEORET SERVICE. 

the town of Midrileburg, a little northeast of the Town House, one story, 
cottage style, roof very steep, back of the house high hills, in front a garden 
laid out into squares. The rnan of the house is tall and straight, of sandy , 

complexion and sore eyes. If I had ineans to go to the south part of the 
State to consult with a friend of mine, I think that we could draw a diagram 
of the exact location and send to you, but I am poor. I have had thievos 
caught through my way of telling things. I have been put in prison for 
telling the same, and life threatened also. If you shol~ld think this of any 
importance, please answer. If I can get means to go and see my friend, w 
will send you a correct diagram of the house and place of concealment. 'It 
won't cost much to try. Sir, please not mention this to  no one but y o l r  
friends. You may not have any faith in thia, but t7.y. 

Yours truly, H. F. 

Threats of additional assassination followed the murder 
of Mr. Lincoln :-

TAX- ~ ~ A D A ,April 20,186& 

To ANDREW JOHNBON,President of United States, or other authority :-. 
With certainty I state to  you that John A. Payne and thirteen others are 

sworn to murder Andrew Johnson, E. M. Stanton, and L. S. Fisher, within 
thirty days from 23d April, 1865. The arrangements are all made and in 
progress of execution. I do not know where John A. Payne is now ; he waa 
a t  Montreal and Tanner, Canada, when this plot was projected. His brother 
(name I do not recollect) is also implicated. Seven of the plotters are at 
Washington, four at Bedford, Bedford Co., Penn., and the thirteenth is with 
Payne. These are plain facts. Do not reveal this, but arrest John A. Payne 
a ~ d  Yours truly, his brother. 

JOHNP. H. IIALL, 
Of Tanner, can ad^ 

I send this to  Detroit to  avoid suspicion. 

PHILADELPHIA,dpdz 20, 1885. 
To Hon. TV. 8.SEWARD:-

You may survive the fatal blow which I aimed a t  your throat, hut know, 
thou most cruel, cunning, and remorseless ma?,'that sooner or later yon. will 
fall by the very hand which assaulted you lart Friday night, and now pene 
these calm, solemn words. 

&~OOEERADCITY, NOET~CABOLINA, May 6,1866. 

Eon. WM. H. SEWARD,Secretary of State :-
SIR-Inclosed you will find a letter which I found floating in the river by 

the new Government wharf, a t  this place, on the evening of the 2d instant. 
It was not until late last night that I succeeded in learning its ~onrport, i t  
being in cipher. Having learned its nature, I lose no time in transmitting i t  
to you, as one concerned. I send also a copy of the letter as I translate it. 
It is easy to perceive that the first word is Washington ; the second, April ; 
the fourth, Dear ; and the fifth, John. Having ascertained that much, I had 



~ n t  The letter, evidently, badlittle difficulty in making out the remainder. 
not been opened when thrown in the river. I think the fiend was here await- 
ing the arrival of General Sherman, and, on learning the General had gone to 
Rilmington, and feeling himself pressed by the detectives, threw it overboard. 

Respectfully yours, 
CHAS.DENET. 

P. S.-If the letter should lead to any thing of importance, so that it 
would be necessary that I should be seen, I'can be found at  126 South H 
Street, between 6th and 4+. I am at  present engaged in the Constructiol~ 
Corps, Railroad Department, a t  this place. Will be in Washington in a few 
days. 

CHAS. DENET. 

T~amzationof the cipher Letter. 
WA~H~XQTON,d@z 16, 1865. 

DEARJOHN-Iam happy to inform you that Pet. has done his work well. 
He is safe and Old Abe is in hell. Now, sir, all eyes are on you-you must 
bring Sherman. Grant is in the hands of Old Gray ere this. Red Shoes 
ehowed lack of nerve in Seward's case, but fell back in good order. Johnson 
must come, Old Crook has him in charge. Mind well that brother's oath and 
you will have no difficulty ; all mill be safe, and enjoy the fruit of our labors. 
W e  had a large meeting last n i g h t a l l  were bent on carrying out the pro 
gramme to the letter. The rails are laid for safe exit. Old--always behind-
lost the pass at City Point. Now, I say again, the lives of our brave officers, 
and the life of the South, depend upon the carrying this programme into 
effect. No. 2 will give you this. I t  is ordered no more letters shall be sent 
by mail. When you write, sign no r e d  name, and send by some of our 
friends who are coming home. We want you to write us how the news waa 
received there. We received great encouragement from all quarters. I hope 
there will be no getting weak in the knees. I was in Baltimore yesterday. 
Pet. has not got there yet. Your folks are well, and have heard from yon. 
Don't lose your nerve. 
0.B. No. FIVE. 

A few brief communications are taken-at random, which 
need no words of introduction, but will be readily under* 
stood and appreciated. 

MOHENBYHOUSE,M E A D V I L ~ ,PENNBTLVANXA,AprU 25, 1665. 

Hon. E. hi. STANTON,Secretary of War, Washington, D. 0.:--
SIR-Eecent dispatches, referring to a former and futile attempt upon the 

life of the late Abraham Lincoln, by poison, have induced me to write yon 
regarding a circumstance occurring at this hotel, where I have been cashier 
for a year an?. a half. Some time ago the fol1.owing words were observed to 
have been scratched upon a pane of glass in room No. 22 of this house, en-
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dently done with a diamond: "Abe Lincoln departed this life August 18, 
1864, by the effects of poison." I give this just as i t  appears upon the glass. 
In view of recent events, it was deemed best to take the pane of glass out and 
preserve it, and we 'have it safe. As to  the date of the writing, we cannot 
determine. I t  was noticed some months ago by the housekeeper, but wrts not 
thought particularly of until after the assassination, being considered a freak 
of some individual who was probably partially intoxicated. My theory now 
is, that the words were written in prophecy or bravado by some villain who 
was in the plot, and that they were written before the date mentioned, August 
13th. As to who was the writer, we can, of course, give no definite informa- 
tion. J. Wilkes Booth was here several times during last sntnrner and fall, on 
his way to and from the oil regions. He was here upon the loth, and again 
upon the 29th of June, 1864, but does not appear to  have been assigned to 
that room, atill he ruay have been in i t  in company with others who did 
occupy it. Gpon the 10th the room was assigned to W. H. Orowell and J. 0. 
Ford, of Irvine, Pennsylvania; and upon the 29th, to R. E. Glass and J. W. 
King, of New Pork. Should you consider the matter of sufficient importance 
to desire it, I will give you a list of the persons occupying the room in ques- 
tion for a long time preceding the above date, as you may request. 

With a hearty desire to do all in my power to bring to light and to p u b  
ishment the author of this terrible crime, 

I remain, very respectfully,' 
Your obedient servant, 

S.D. PAGE. 

BOBTOH,dpil 18, 1865. 

DEARSIR-As I am willing to do all in my power to aid in the arrest of 
the assassin Booth, perhaps the follo~ving may be of service to you, as I have 
considerable confidence in my information, which I will let you know -about 
a t  some future time. Go through Mass. Avenue to 8th Street near the 
market, to house No. 61, in the rear. Mrs. Caroline or Angeline Wright lives 
or stays there, and Booth is secreted there. He goes out- in the disguise of a 
negro, and also did before the assassination. Ele hides up stairs in a concealed 
closet, which would be difficult to find, unless carefully looked after, as there 
is a slide or panel. He jumped off his horse after the crirne was committed, 
another man taking his place, to avoid suspicion. The house may be No. 84, 
and may possibly be some other avenue, but on 8th street, or near the corner. 
I am just and honest about this matter, but dare not give my narne for fear I 
may be arrested; but should this give tiny information to you I shall proba- 
bly know it. 

Yours, n-. 
ST. CUIBBVILLE,OBIO, dprit 24 1865. 

To Hon. E. M: STANTON:-
Believing in the efficacy of prayer, and earnestly desiring that the a s s a ~ i n  

of our beloved President be brought to  justice, I clearly drearned tliat the 
twsassin was in a man's house by the name of Cromwell, at Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania I am no believer in Spiritualism or fanaticism of any kind, I am o 



matter-of-fact \I-ornan, but for the intelligence I prayed fervently ; take i t  for 
what i t  is worth, but I desire that it  never be made public. I feel i t  to  be m 
duty to give n;g name, but a delicacy prevents me from so doing. 

Yours truly, 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE, CO., OHIO. BELMONT 

BUFFALO,April 25, 18tX 
Bon. Secretary of War :-

SIR-~ crave your pardon for troubling you again with what some folks 
call foolishness, and perhaps you have no faith in. I have called several 
times on the person I mentioned to you since I wrote you; she still insists 
that the assnssin is hid in the same place where he first went, and i t  is not 
three miles from the theater; she thinks he is clothed in female attire, and 
making arrangements to  go off on a large boat. I think it would be well to  
examine every female, young or old, that wants a pass to leave the city, and 
especially if their Zestination is Europe. You are aware, I presume, that a 
person of his profession can adapt themselves to  any disguise. Do not let 
your disbelief in fortune-telling prevent you from ,using this as a means of 
information to bring the assassin to justice, for I have faith to  believe he ie 
concealed in a house of that description. You will forgive me for troubling 
you when you know how much we loved our late President. 

Your humble servant, 
Mman. 

88 Tenth Btroet. 

The indignation of all classes of loyal people, which will 
deepen in its tone of condemnation and scorn around the 
nameless, unknown grave of the assassin, with the years of 
all coming time, is illustrated in the curious and varied cor- 
respondence copied below. Patriotism and religion entered 
alike into the absorbing interest of the exciting national ex- 
perience during the spring of 1865. 

To the Editor of tlie Chronicle :-
As any thing pertdining to Booth sinue his infamous deed (the murder of 

our noble, beloved President, Abraham Lincoln, who is lamented by all, and 
above all by the soldiers, as a kind, generous Father departed) possesses a& 
interest to the great reading public, I, a soldier, relate the following incident, 
as showing how persistent and unchangeable the wretch has been in hi8 
treason since the outbreak of the Rebellion. A t  the cotnmencement of the 
war, wlion black-browed and defiant treason stretched out 'ts itnpious hand, 
red with murder, to tear in pieces the Constitution, to which the millions of 
the North cinng, as to their sheet-anchor of hope, J. Wilkes Booth was play- 
ing an engagement at the little Gayety Theatre, Albany, N. Y., which city, 
when startiect fro111 its propriety by the news of tlle unholy attack on Sumter, 
attested in action, more eloquent than words, its love for the old flag, by 
displaying it from uvery roof and window. Booth a t  that time openly and 
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boldly avowed his admiration for the rebels and their deeds, which he charm- 
terized as the most heroic of modern times, and boasted loudly that the 
Southern leaders knew how to defend their rights, and would not submit to  
oppression. 

So vehement and incautious mas he in his expressions that the'people be- 
came incensed, and, threatening him with popular violence, compelled his 
hasty departure from the city he had too long polluted with his presence. 
Before leaving, however, he attempted the life of a lady who, for the one or 
two past seasons, has been an establislled favorite a t  Mrs. John Wood7a 
Olympic Theatre, Netv York City, with whom he (Booth) had a liaison,a3 
was thonglit by Inany, more intimate than honorable ; and conceiving, as I 
suppose, that she, with a profusion truly regal, showered, her cliarms and 
blandishments on other suitors, he, in a fit of insane jealonsy, entered her 
room at deep midnight and struck her with n dagger in- tlre side. She, wilo 
conld find no pleasure in becoming a rnartyr, merely for fun, turned upon him 
with the fury of a tigress, and in turn wounded him. Woultl to God that the 
dagger of _the actress, to quote Carlyle, "had intervened fatally," and esaved 
the wretch from the black, gigantic crime that was impending over his guilty 
head, and the nation from the u~iversal grief which now sl~rouds it  with the 
funereal gloom of the grave, and which has excited among the good Blue 
Coats of tlie army an indignant, piercing anguish, that goes far beyond all 
power of description in words. 

A. D. DOTY, 
Carver U.S. General Hospital, Washington, D. 0. 

~ T A T EOF MARYLAND, COUKTY,'WASITISGTON t0 wit : 
On this 2d day of March, 1865, before me, tlie subscriber, one of the Justices 

of the Peace of the State of Maryland in and for Washington County, person- 
ally appeared G. Y., and after being duly sworn according to law, doth depose 
and say, that he was in the clothing-store of Jo11n D. Reamer about three 
weeks since, and he heard Mr. John D. Reamer, in conversation with William 
Gabriel, say that there was in Canada from England fifty thousand men and 
that there would be in a short time fifty thousand Inore. He was then asked 
by Gabriel what that meant, and in answer he said he did not know, but we 
would find it  out in a short time, and said that there was one hundred thou- 
sand dollars made up now for a man to kill Abraham Lincoln, and that the 
man wanted the one-half id hand and the balance when the deed was done. 
He was asked the question by Gabriel who the Inan was that was to do the 
act, and was answered by Reamer that that was not yet known, and by the 
1st day of April next we would have Lincoln out of his sent. And further 
this deponent saith not. Sworn before 

J. W. COOK, J. P. 
I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the original. 

J. W. Coox, J. P. 

%on. E. M. STANTON:-
DEAR&~-Thinking that any information tending to  bring the actors and 

sccomplices connected with the late lamentable occurrerces in Washingtoo 
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to the bnr of jnstice would be acceptt~ble to  your Gorernment, I am induced 
to give the following particulars relative to a young Inan who came into our 
village some tllree days subsequent to the assassination of Mr. Lincoln, and 
whom I am inclined to believe is the Mr. Surratt spoken of in your paper as 
having escaped to this province. He is a young man of twenty-four or tnl en t7- 
six years of age, fire feet ten inches, perhaps six feet in height, black hhir, 
parted behind, rather inclined to curl, lower jam very large and deep, body' 
small, legs disproportionately lengthy, figure good, bearing soldierly. His 
eyes are rather small and black. He had a moustache of a light brown when 
he came here, but dyed black since; no whisklxs. His co~nplexion is very 
fine. He is stopping with a Dr. Merritt, an escaped secessionist, who came 
here in Decelnber last, and who has always, when speaking of your Govern- 
ment and late Chief Magistrate, expressed himself in terms of unrelonting 
bitterness and hostility. I t  is currently reported in our village that, whon the 
news of the assassination of Mr. Lincoln came in, he fairly danced with joy 
upon the street. From what I have seen of the man, I should be quite pre- 
pared to believe him capable of offering his house as a rendezvous for such 
creatures as the St. Alban'e raiders (of whose doings he seems to have had 
some foreknowledge) and the villains who have lately thrown your country 
into mourning. I send inclosed an advertisement published by Dr. Merritt 
upon his arrival here, in which you will perceive he professes to  have been 
on somewhat intimate terms with your present Chief Magistrate, President 
Johnson. 

"2. B. MERRITT,N.D., would very respectfully notify the citizens of Ayr 
and surrounding country, that he has taken the good-mill and practice of the 
late David Caw, 11.D., and William Cam, and will be found at the office lately 
occupied by them in Ayl; on and after the 1st of December. 

" With seventeen years' experience in the treatment of diseases, he feels 
justified in claiming a share of the public patronage. . 

"AYB,N m d e r 17,1864.'' 

"P E R S O ~ A L . ' ~ ~direct the attention of our readers to the cards of Drs. 
William Caw, and J. B. Merritt, in another part of this issue, the former 
being about to retire in favor of the latter. Mr. Merritt comes to Ayr with 
the best of recommendations both as a medical practitioner and a gentleman. 
We have copies in our possession of quite a number of very flattering testimo- 
nials from some of the leading citizens of Knoxville, Tennessee, where Mr. M. 
formerly practiced. They include the names of Thomas A. R. Nelson, M. O., 
John Netherland, ex-Gov., W. G. Brownlow, Editor 'Knoxville Whig,' and 
one from the Governor of the h a t e  of Tennessee, which we give in full:- 

[C~PY.]-
STATEor TEXNE~SEE,Ex~clmvrCRAYBEB,

N*aiin~x.qAvpurl 10,1661. } 
I have been intilllately acquainted wit11 Dr. J. B. Merritt for a long time, 

he having been my family pl~ysician for a number of years. I t  affords me 
great pleasure to commend him as a first-class physician, and as a gentleman 
entitled to every degree of public confidence. 

(Signed) AXDREW Governor.JOHNSON, 



380 UNTTED STATES SECRET SERVICE. 

Before taking the step I have done by writing the above, I consulted a 
most intelligent and efficient magistrate, a resident of this place, upon the 
matter, and he unhesitatingly indorsed the propriety of my communicating 
with you, and, like me, would be only too happy in being in any degree 
instrumental in bri~iging any of those villains, whether raiders or assassins, to 
the bar of justice. 

I3y communicrrting with Robert Wyllie, Esq., J. P., or  with me, if i t  be 
thought ndvisable, any information that you may desire in addition to the 
sbove, if possible to give it, will be most clieerfully forwarded to you. 

Dr. T. J. Reid, one of your officers, at present on duty in the Findlay 
Bospital, Washington, can give you all needed information as to our village, 
its whereabouts, Robert Wyllie, Esq., and your correspondent. 

Sincerely regretting that condact so barbarous as the assnssination of 
your departed President and the attempted assassination of your Secretary of 
State should have been witnessed in your midst to call for a communicrrtion 
of this character, 

I am, Sir, your obt., 
G. W. -BINGRAM,M. D, 

AT& C o r n  WATEBLOO, W ~ T ,  

April 25,1865. 

CANADA 1 

Yon& PA,diay 9,186L 

Ool. L. 0.BAKER:-
SIR-I had the honor to suggest to you, at one time, that I thought Booth 

was secreted in underground apartments in the city, and that he m ~ g h t  attempt 
to escape in the disguise of a female. Subsequent developments demonstrated 
that I was right in regard to the underground apartment, but wrong as to  
Booth. I t  was another one of the conspirators that was secreted there at  the 
time. As to the disguise, I suppose, that was subsequently ~tempted-not 
by Booth, of coarse, but by another. 

There is a point, I think,.connected with the plot, whicl., if the Judge- 
Advocate could draw out of any of the prisoners or witnesse: would make a 
stronger case, viz., the plan and canvass of the practicability r' escaping from 
the city in a balloon, which I think they had at  one time. 

I submit to  your consideration the following opinions ar points: That 
quite a number of persuns, cognizant of and connected wit . the conspiracy, 
are still a t  Iaige ; that they have a headquarters still, wher., they meet, and 
plan, and advise; that mid headquarters are probably in soue back office or 
rooms in the city, unknown to the authorities; and that  their chief conspira- 
tor, plotter, adviser, and aroh-devil, at present, is a sly, cunaing, quiet, long- 
beaded shoemaker o r  cobbler, who works upon his bend ,  and plots crime 
cnsnspected. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E.MATTOOXB. 

C'mor Nrw 1 3 ~ 4April 24 1805, 
Bon. E. M. STANTON:-

SIR-Tho body of the assassin Booth should have no place on American 
roil. Whnt State, county, or town, would consent to give bim s burying. 
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place? None but his sympathizers, and they shoulil not be allowed to 
have it. 

I would suggest that an inquest in full be had, and a full and completo 
perpetual history be made of all the circu~nstances, with the ~ e r d i c t  of univer- 
cal condemnation be pronounced upon him, a copy of which to be put in a 
bottle, and, with Booth, be sunk in the ocean, in the deppest par t  thereoE, to 
be food for reptiles, and to inform future posterity of his infamy. 

YO& obedient servant, -
LEANDERFOX. 

To Hon. Mr. STANTON :-
I am glad to read this morning that the Booths are being searched and 

arrested, but oh, be vigilant ; let not the cellar nor the housetop escape notice, 
let not the darkey that washes dishes nor old lady who knits in her easy chair 
fail to be looked in the face, for with them i t  is nothing but play to perform 
what has so long been rehearsed. Perhaps he is in bed, with the cap and 
nightgown of a female, feigning sickness. Let all things be done. 

Arrest Edwin Booth also; it  will do no harm, for I think he and hia 
mother are very near to  the murderer. 0 please, for the sake of the honor 
and safety of people in genera!, do pass a law punishable with death for either 
sex to wear the other's apparel. Without this all villains will run rampant 
througl~ this fair land, and none will be safe. The utmost severity is needed 
in this trying hour, and if i t  is not done, others more inferior will trample all 
law under foot. 

When going to the funeral of our loved President, I was asked by my 
neighbor if I was going to a circus. 

May God grant your search may not be in vain, for we are filled with those 
that rejoice in our midst, and none more so than those who have grown rich 
in this bloody war. 

In haste, 
JUSTIOE. 

NEWTOBK,dpril27,1663. 


CLEVELAND, Aprit 27,1863cOUIO, 

i'he Hon. the Secretary of War, Washington :-

SIR-Allow me to suggest that the skeleton of the assassin Booth be pre- 
acrved and placed in app'ropriate receptacle, in order tho more fully to pelc 
petuate his infamy and be '' a terror to evil doers." 

I atn, Sir, yours with the utxllost respect, 
J. B. G R I B B L ~  

PuILADE~~UIA,
Afll27,1865. 
To Secretary STANTON :-

REBPEOTED the theater been examined critically by an architect S I R - H ~ ~  
or a practical builder. They could best detect any hiding-place formed by 
double tloors, angular ceilings or roofs, partitions, or the ?straighteriiug of 
crooked walls ; also private cori~lnu~iications with adjoining llouses. 

The hired I rc  rse, spurs, aud rider rnay have been to blind. If newspapero 
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contained the likeness and description of the murderer, the colored man Sontb 
as well aa the whole North might be detectives. May God give yon succeee, 
With great respect, 

I remain yours, 
R. T. K. 


N. B.-There is scarcely a house in this city but is so built that five or t e ~  
Len could ~ o t  be concealed in it. None but a builder perhaps could detect 
the place. If it  was thought proper to  examine, I would suggest that a small 
dog should be mith them. 

An Englishman in Montreal, who, previous to the mur-
der of Mr. Lincoln, had sympathized strongly with the South, 
and associated with their agents in Canada, and has been 
fully posted in their movements, said that the assassination 
was too much for him, and stated that he knew that during 
the 20th of April the Southern agents heard from the party 
that murdered the President, and they expected him to 
arrive in Montreal within forty-eight hours-not sure that it 
was Booth, but one closely connected with assassination, if 
not the principal-that he is sure he will have him in thirty 
minutes after arrival-that he will probably arrive aia Troy 
and Burlington, or W. R. Junction, but most likely b y  
Ohio Central. -

This information was given by said Englishman to Alder- 
man Lyman of this city (Montreal), by Lyman to Mr. 
Cheney, an American, bromer of the, Expressman, Cheney & 
Co. ; and Cheney came to St. Alban's and gave it to Governor 
Smith. 

Honorable EDWIN M. STANTON:-
HONORBD the disposal of the remains of the assassin AND DEAR S I R - ~ ~  

of President Ilincoln, I would suggest the following: Let hie body be inclosed 
in a sack of shoddy, and carried out to sea, beyond soundings, thrown over- 
board, there tc rema!n to death and hell give up their dead. 

Very respectfully yours, . 
~ o s kM o L a n ~ a ~ w .  

Fnaxnm ROAD, P ~ I L A D ~ L P ~  
Apr i l  29,1665. 

A fern days after the assassination, the subjoined mys- 
terious letter was picked up in Ford's Theatre, which as a 
relic of the times is put on record, with another anonymous 
epistle of different tone, which fell into my hands : 
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PE~L~DELPUIi, Thursday Pig& 

DEARBIB-YOU are hereby notified that your presence in Philadelphia ia 
obnoxious to  the "Knights of the Blue Gauntlet," and that ?t a general con- 
vocation held this night, beneath the folds of the "Starry Banner,'' i t  was 
determined to notify you of the fact, and to give you ten days from date to 
place yourself without the pale of our jurisdiction. Beware, the Lapwing ia 
on your track-the Moccasin lies hungry in your path-the true "Knights of 
the Blue Gauntlet" are not triflers. *w** 

To L. CARLAND, 814 Market etreet. Actor, &c., 

Oh 1 What a joke. 
Secesh & Co. have treated yonr honorable body with one of their latest 

f.incoln jokes. Wilkes Booth & Co. are under a thousand obligations for the 
pass you have, in yonr hour of great gratification, granted an intimate friend 
of his. Tour military as well as detective force is not worth powder an$ 
lead to kill them. We thank you, honorable Sirs, with sincerity, for you1 
official stupidity, and shall, through a different channel, enable you to patron- 
ize the vendors of crape in a wholesome way. Know then, all the reward8 
you may hereafter offer is of no avail, and further, that we will have the 
gratification to publish our  friends safely a t  your expense. Oh! what an 
immense joke. How are you, base, foul Yankee trash. Signed for over 
ten thousand sworn and tried friends in the District of Columbia. Think of 
that, base tyrants, and tremble. 

A WAB~IXGTONIAN. 

The papers transmitted here were forwarded to me, with 
the handkerchief referred to in them, and have at least a 
single point of special interest. They show how near the son 
of the female assassin, himself deserving the halter, came 
to sharing this fate with his mother. The statements also 
underrate the instinctive vigilance of the quickened thought 
of the people, making otherwise ordinary events significant, 
and often detective, when a '  great crime has been committed. 

Morrrar~qAprit 27,186& 
Oolonel L. U. BAKER:-

DEARSIR-I have seen Govurnor Smith of Vermont, and from him ob- 
tained all the facts in relation to the information he obtained from this city. 
Inclosed you will please find acopy. While in Burlington I obtained a white 
linen hnndkerchief, which was dropped in the Vermont Central Depot, on 
Tliursday evening, April 20, by one of three strange men who slept in depot 
all Thursday night. These men came from steamer Cunada, Captain Flagg. 
bhe was very late that evening ;did not connect with the train north (Montreal), 
which leaves at seven o'clock, P. M. They came into the depot between seven 
qnd a half and eight o'clock, after the night watchmen came on duty. Thay 
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had no baggage; not even a bundle. They were all rather poorly clrebs* 
looketl ratlrer hard, n-orn-out, tired. The night watch~nan, C. H. B., ia a 
sl~nrl). intelligent fellow. IIe asked them which way they wero going; they 
said, to Montreal. He told them that they could not go that niglrt. Tl~ey 
knekv that. He wanted to know if they did not want to go to a Ilotel. They 
said no, that they were going to stay in the depot. They did not appear to 
have much of any thing to do wit11 one another, or any thing to say to  one 
another. They took separate seats around the room, curled thexnsdree np, 
and went to sleep. They remained quiet all night. About four o'clock A. M., 

B. woke them up to take, the train, which they did. After tlre tram left, I3. 
saw what he supposed some dirty cloth on the floor about the place where 
one of them slept. He picked this materid up, thinking that it  would do to 
wipe his lantern with. While handling the stuff, he found that he had got 
two very dirty pocket-handkerchiefs. They had tobacco jaice all over them. 
While looking his prize over, he found the name of J. H. Surratt, No. 2, on 
the corner of one of the handkerchiefs. The other wm unmarked. He took 
them home. His mother, with whom he lives, was away, attending to a sick 
brother, and did not return until Saturday morning. The brother died on 
Tuesday evening, the night these men remained in  the depot. B. got his 
mother to wash the handkerchiefs, which she did on Satnrday morning. 
During Saturday, P. M., B. went to the city and told this circumstance of his 
finding the handkerchiefs. Detective G. 0. heard of it, and got the handker- 
chief. from B., and I got the handkerchief from 0. Inoltised, you will find 
that-B. said one of the men was tall, and the others short. He fully identi- 
fies the likeness of Surratt as being one of the men. I then fonnd the con- 
ductor that ran the train from Burlington to Essex Jnnction. The baggage 
man ran the train up that Friday morning, the 21st. He was very sick when 
I called on him. He had some recollection of three men whom he found in 
the depot, and he, too, fully identifies Surratt's picture -as being that of one 
of the men who went up with him. I next fonnd the conductor who ran the 
through train to St. Alban's, Vermont. His name is 0.T. Hobart, a very 
gentlemanly and intelligent man, belongs to the Verxnont Central Railroad. 
His trip ends at St. Alban's, Vermont, on Tuesdays and Fridays. He gives 
this description of two men who got on his train at Essex Junction, Vermont: 
One very tall man, over six feet, and a short man, not much over five feet. 
This was on Friday morning, April 21, 5.05 o'clock, A. M., he being twenty- 
five minutes late that morning. These two men had no money to pay their 
fare with, so they said. Their story was, they were Canadians, had been to 
New York city to work. These two and another man roomed together, they 
worked together, got paid off together. During the night, after being paid 
off, the thira Inan got up, rifled their pockets, and made off with all their 
money. They were penniless; could get money when they got home; would 
do so, would then pay him. They had a description of the man who had 
robbed them, which was a copy of one they gave .to some New York detec- 
tive, whom they named. The conductor had a good deal of talk with the tall 
one; the &her would not say any thing. He went to them three or four 
time4 for he thought they had money, but was on the beat. . The tall one 
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have arrested them nnder the very stringent vagrant law passed by Vermont. 
I asked him if the commission of captain and provost-marshal made only a 
town constable of him. IIe said he did not know any thing of tho duties 01 

powers of the Provost-M~rshal's oftice. He has always been a rank "copper- 
head " Democrat, but is a brotlter-in-law of Governor Srnith ; so last fd l  he 
went the "Reb." ticket and got appointed Provost-Nl~rsl~d. IIe has juat 
gone out to Kansas City on 6t.or pleasure. Thercj is a young nlajor Post 
(lommandant, who has four comprlnies of vets, here, with solne ten or twelve 
officc~s,but two privates are allowed to examine trains alone. The rnajor 
says that Ile supposed such duties belonged to the Provost-3larsl1al. Then 
again, the Governor assumes some little powers in small details. Power and 
authority seem to clash-don't work together. 'As a consequence, nothing is 
done by any of them until too late. Noted rebels pass there every meek or  
two to New York and back. A Miss M. cattle up on Saturqny last. She goes 
back and forth at will, no doubt carrying letters and dispatches. Thero are 
several men who do the same. The conductors know them ; but there is no, 
Provost-Marsllal or other officer who seems to have the power or inclination 
to arrest and search any of these parties. There is Ilardly s doubt bnt that 
Surratt aud one or two others are in this province ; who the others are I can-
not tell-may be persons who are nut known to fame as yet. Inclosed I send 
you a likeness of one of the Paynes, of nrho~n there are seven brothers, all Ken- 
tuckians. Three are said to t ~ e  in South America, one in jail at St. Alban7s, 
and the others here, as you hare a Pnyne, rnay be one of tllese brothers. The 
p ic t~~re  If of no nse, please send it back to the owner. is marked on the back. 
Mr. Salnnel Williams, Secretary of Civil ant1 Military Afi~irs. St. Alban's, Vt 
I have placed those pictures in tlle hands of the Provost-blarshal, American 
consul, &c. Sh:lll go downrto fiich~nontl, 0. E., Tl~ree Rivers, Quebec, Point 
Levi, then through Upper Canada. Any orders or instructions by letter or 
by telegraph can f i n d  me, directcrl to the care of S. S. I'otter, Esq., American 
Consul-General, Montreal, C. E. Sllall drop any information I c:~n get. I am 
going out into what are ctlled the townstli~)~, that portion of Canada East 
bordering on Naine, New York, and Vermont north. Many rebels are in 
there. Young Saunders is out there now, together with others. Potterfield, 
a dangerous rebel, is making preparations to go to Nashville, Tenn. ; ought 
not to be allowed. Towbridge, another, who ran a vessel-load of slaves into 
Mobile (the Wanderer), was convicted and sentenced to Clinton State Prison, 
but escaped from the officers, has gone to Detroit under some protection got 
by E., who saya he is a cousin (cozzen, I guess). 

I am respectfully, &c., 
G. A. Gt. 

HEADQUARTRRSUNITEDBTATXBR A B R A O X ~  
ALBAN'S,V~.uonr,April 50,1865. 1 

MAJOR-One week ago last ~ h k r s d a ~  three men slept in thenight 
R. & B. Depot, Burlington, Vermont. They came in late at night by boat, 
aud inquired for the first train for Montreal, and took it, corning as far 9,s St. 
Alban's, Vermont, .when they took stage to Franklin, Vermont, and thence 
off out into Canada A detective from Colonel Baker'a fowe was through 

6.. 
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this yIa~elast Tuesday, and he exhibited a handkerchief with Surratt's name 
opon it, which nrss found in the depot during the day, Friday, following the 
Thursdny night these men slept in the building. These men, or two in par-
ticular, were noticed by the conductor on their way to St. Alban's, and when 
the pllotographs of Surratt were shown him he said at once that they fully 
anerered to one of the men who were on his train the Friday morning spoken 
of. JIo also said the photograph of Harrold answered well for another of the 
men. The detective was very sure, from his tracings, that Harrold and Sur-
ratt had passed through here on the day in question. Later developments 
have proved him mistaken as to Harrold. I had Inen who passed over every 
train, and the men saw these men, took notice of them, &c., but they did not 
answer to the description which they had of men they were ordered to arrest, 
consequently did not arrest them. I have traced these men, two of them, into 
Canada; they live in Broom, have been South, are deserters from oar army, 
and, upon the whole, desperate fellows. This circumstance, then, is all thh; ia 
worth noticing. These men are from the South, and I'suppose there is little 
doubt that one of them dropped the handkerchief in question. NOW,in view 
of the place they have come from, and the bandkerchief, what is the circum-
etance worth! The two men I have followed into Canada are both known in 
the town where they were found, and neither of them Snrratt or Harrold. 
But etill what did they have Surratt's handkerchief for, kc.? I was told t hu  
man could be found any time in Swatebury or Broom. What action shall be 
taken ? Can money expended in searching for these men be recovered ? 

I have the honor to be, 
Veryrespectfnlly, * ,  

Your obedient eervant, 
J. GBOUT,Jr., 

Major First Regiment F. 0.Commanding Post. 

l'o Major AOBTIN,Military Commander, Brattleboro, Vt. 

DICPABR~RNTOF TEN EA~T,NXW YO- diw 8,1866. 
Major-General J. A. DIX,Commanding:-

Refers communication from Major J. Grout, Jr., dated at  St. Blban'q 
Canada West, relative to two sllspicious characters who appear to be impli. 
aeted in the Harrold and Surratt conspirncp. 

Colonel BUBNETT. 

HEADQUARTER^, DEPARTMRNTOF TH~CEuq
NEW YOBK CITY,diay 8,1865. , 

Respectfully referred to the Adjutant-General, United States Army. 
JOHN A. DIX, , 

Major-Ge3eral Commanding, 

Respectfully forwarded to headquarters Department of the East, Naw 
Pork. 

FB.AUBTIN, 
% hCa,jor U.S.A., Military Uomlnander. 

Bsrrru~o~o,VEUONT, 1,1866. 
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WABD E P A B ~ N T ,May 9,lW 

Reepectfully referred to  Colonel L. 0.Baker, Agent War Department. 
H. S. BURNETT, 

Brevet Colonel, Judge-Advocate. 

The following letters, written a year earlier, of a more 
domestic nature, will make a fitting and rather amusing 
ttccompaniment to the story of the handkerchief :-

S U ~ ~ ~ R ~ V I L L ~ ,Decmbsr 16,1868.hfaaruw~,  
Miss BELT. SEAMAN:-

DEARCOUSIN-"To live, is to learn," which has been fully verified by the 
conteots of your rather surprising letter. I must confess. my dear Cousin, 
tha, your letter was short, sweet, and to the point. Unkindness is something, 
Cousin Bell, I hxve never yet been willf~~lly con-guilty of, yet no doubt you 
strued my letter to that effect. "Judge ye not, and ye shall not be judged," 
is a wise maxim, and one to which I always well look. "Look before yon 
leap.') 

"Satisfied io my conclusions," is the sent,ence in which you find so much 
fault. Well, V.Achtke Cousin, to explain those four words, it is necessary to 
retrace our s t ~ p s  to a certain letter you wrote me, which contained something 
about "having more principle than to l~old an office under a Government you 
pretend to despise." In fact, you conclucled that I was a hot-headed rebel, 
one belonging to tho horned tribe, for they tell me they have horns, and that 
I ought not to hold an office under this Epoor busted up Union,consequently 
my being superseded, "satisfied you in your conclusion." Is it  not so, my 
dear Cousin ? Do tell me, won't you? I sincerely hope now,Cousin, that you 
are really satisfied in your conclusioris about my meaning. 

Anna started for Steubenville, Ohio, last Monday week, and has arrived 
safely, but I believe lost her trunk. I arrived from Washington tr few hours 
ago, and found your letter awaiting me. I have proved my loyalty, so that i t  
cannot be doubted, and will regain my oflice as P. hI. Joy is mine! Cousin 
Bell, I expeci you think I am a hard case. Witllout doubt I am the crossest, 
most ill-contrived being that ever was. Just ask Anna, when you see her, 
for a description of your Cousin. 

Pardon my conclusion, but I nln getting really sleepy. It is now ten 
c'elock, an hour after my bed-time, for I go by the old saying, 'Early to  bed, 
and early to rise, makes a man heal!hy, wealthy, and wise." Ma sends her 
love to you and family. Write soon, as nothing-gives me greater pleasure 
than to receive a letter from gpu. 

Your Coudn, 
_,. - - J. HARRISONSURRLTT. 

Suaa~m'eVILLA, MABYLAND, A u w t  1, 18W 

I$Y DEAECOUSINBELT.-YOU ask me if we have warm weather in Mary- 
land, ~ ~ . b I n r j l o n d .If ydu have it  to  such a degree as you represent it, up 
Nor&, what must it be in our hot-headed S h t h ?  Yes. Coz. if we had you 
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a ~ w ahere wo woild soon convert you into 'Lsugar,'' and then use yon to 
sweeten our dispositions. You know 'tis the extremely hot weather that 
makes us "Rebs " so savage, cruel, and disagreeable. Yes, Cousin Bell, i t  is 
so waim that we can neither eat, sleep, sit down, stand up, walk about, and 
in fact, to sum the whole in a nutshell, i t  is too warm to do any thing. 

So you th~nli  I have a great deal of assurance. I am sorry to say you are 
the first one that ever told me so. On the contrary, I am a very bashfbl, 
and perfectly unsophistioated youth. As every thing pleases you, I am over- 
joyed to know that you are pleased with me, as very few young ladies take a 
fancy to me. I .am really delighted. Yon have told me more than ever 
woman dared to tell. Coz. Bell, you ask me why I do not get married? 
Siaply because I can find no one who will hav6 me. Often have they vowed, 
yes. But--

UThisrecord will forever shnd-
Woman, thy vows are traced in sand1'-BYEOX. 

I f  you know of any lovely angel, in human form, desirous of a "matrimo. 
nial correspondence," just tell her to indite a few lines to your humble Cousin, 
and I can assure her she will not be sorry for it. 

August 10th.-Well, Coz., I have just been on a visit of a week's duration. 
I t  always takes me about two weeks to write a letter. Ma and Anna are sit- 
ting in the hall enjoying the evening breeze, whilst I aln sitting over my desk, 
almost cracking my brain in order to find something to fill up these pages, for, 
Cousin Bell, you must have perceived, long before this, that I am a poor letter 
writer. I had almost forgotten to tell you that I called on your friend, Mr. 
Wm. Underwood, at the Carver Hospital. He has nearly recovered from hia 
wound, though it has ~ o t  yet quite healed. He intended going home in i 
week or two, and perhaps he may be there now, as i t  has been over a week 
since I saw him. 

Have you heard from your Uncle James lately? There has been some 
very hard fighting out West recently, and you know, Cousin Bell, that the foe 
has very little regard where he directs his bullets. May God preserve him, 
and grant that he may see the end of this unholy war without harm. At 
what time does your vacation arrive? Doubtless you look forward to that 
time with a great deal of impatience. 

I am very sorry to think that it  is your intention to become an old maid. 
The horrible creatures! curses upon society ! a perfect plague! always med- 
dling with affair's that do not concern them ! This is my opinion of old maide. 
I express i t  to you, because you have not yet arrived at that state of misery 
and despair. They are lodked upon dbn-n our may as unnatural beings- 
wmething forsaken by God, man, and devd. So beware! Coz., I met s 
gentleman from Washington ~ o u n t y , . ~ e n n s ~ l v ~ n i a ,  by the name of Stevenson, 
who is very well acquainted. with t h 3  name of Surpatt-so he say!. . Do you 
know any thing of him ? Re is a very nice man, an? a perfect+gentlemiin. 
Hare you heard any thing of the ~ e b e l  Captain, I have uot h%ar<from him 
for some time? 

Really, I n u s t  bring my tiresome latter to, a clbse. ~rery'tfin@look: like 
rtrvation. Very encouraging; is it. not? I hope you will answer' edbn, aa 



390 UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE. 

nothing gives me greater pleasure than to receive a letter from yon. Consic 
Bell, I am not prone to flatter, so yon must believe what I say. Ma and 
Anna send their love to you. I wish you knew Ma, I knom yon wc~nld like 
her. Neither of us is like her. My brother resembles her very much. He 
Is the best looking of the family. That is saying a good deal for myself. 
Excuse this miserable scrawl, as I have to dip my pen in the stand a t  every 
word. Anna has just commenced playing the "Hindoo Mother." I would 
advise you to get it. It is really beautiful. Good-by. I hope to  see you 
before many months. 

Your Cousin, 

"To whom shall we Grant the Meade of praise?" Ha! ha! 

OFFIOEOF TEB COYMISSART-UENRRALOF PR~SONWS, 
W~8xiwsmn,D. C.,Febvuwy 6,1865. 1 

Miss BELLSEAMAN:-
DEARCOUSIN-I received your letter, and not being quite so selfish as you 

are, I will answer it, in what I call a reasonable time. I am happy to say 
we are all well, an(\ in fine spirits. 

We have been looking for you to come on with a great deal of impatience. 
Do come, won't you 'r Just to tliink, I ]lave never yet seen one of my consins. 
But never fear, I will probably see you all sooner than you expect. Next 
week 7 leave for Enrope. Yes, 1 am going to leave this detested country, 
and I think, perhaps, I may give you'all a call as I go to  New Pork. Do not 
be surprised, Cousin Bell, when you see your hopeful Cousin. Truly you 
may be surprised. 

I have an invitation to a party, to  come off nest Tnestlny night. Ann? 
and myself inte~id going, and expect to enjoy ourselves very much. I have 
been to a great Inany this n-inter, so that they are beginning to get cornmon; 
but as this is so~nething extra, I looked forward with a great deal of in~pa-  
tience. I wish you were, in order that I might hare the pleasure of intro- 
ducing you to regular country hoe-down. . I knom you would enjoy it. 

There is no news of importance, save the burning of the Smithsonian 
Institute, which, of course, yon have heard of. LIis Excellency Jefferson 
Davis and Old Abe Lincoln couldn't agree, as sensible persons knew before- 
hand; and now I hope people are satisfied, and hope they mill make up their 
minds to fight it  out to the bitter end. 

"Show no qunrter." That's "my motto." 
Cousin Bell, try and answer me in a few days nt least, as I would like 

very much to hear from yon before I leave home for good. I do not know 
what to think of our mutual bliss Kate Bracly. Byron justly relnarks- 

"Thisrecord will forever stand- 
Woman, thy vowe are traced fn sand!' 

I have just taken a peep in the parlor. Would you like to knom what I 
raw there? Well, Ma was sitting on the sofa, nodding firat to one chair, then 
to another, next the piano. Anna sitting in corner? drentning, I expect, of 
J. W.Booth. Well,who is J. TV. Bwoth? She can answer the question. Xisa 
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Fitzpatriok playing with her favorite cat-a good sign of an old maid--tb 
detested old creatures. Miss Desn fixing her hair,whioh ie filled with rab 
and mice. 

But hark I the door-bell rings, and Mr. J. W. Booth is announced. And 
Esten to the scamperings of the -. Such brushing and fixing. 

Uonsin Bell, I am afraid to read this nonsense over, so, consequently, you 
must excuse all misdemeanors. We all send love to yon and family. Tell 
gousin Sam. I think he might write me at least a few lines. 

Your Cousin, 
J. HABBI~ONS U R B A ~ ,  

641 H Street, between 6 and 7Streeta. 

During my visits to the prisoners, before their execution, 
Mrs. Surratt confessed to me her complicity with the con-
spirators so far as the intended abduction was concerned, but 
affirmed that she reluctantly yielded to the urging of Booth 
in aiding the plot of assassination. He insisted that her oath 
of fidelity bound her to sea the fatal end of the conspiracy. 
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ATTEMPTED SUICIDE OF TVIRZ. 

My Cdnnection with the Imprisonment of Wirz and Jeff. Davis-Vigilance in Guard-
ing the Prisoner-Mrs. Wirz visits her Husband-He desires a Call-The 111tezc 
view-Attempted Suicide. 

POORWin,  the German prisoner, keeper at ~nderson-  
sille, has a place and a name in the history of the American 
conflict, imperishable as that of Jefferson Davis, and no more 
and no less enviable. He is only the willing servant, in 
war's cruelest work, of the master spirit of the revolt, who 
richly deserves the disgraceful doom of the wretched victim of 
the gallows, to whom no mercy was extended. Not alone 
by the surviving victims of his barbarity will Wirz be held 
in remembrance, but by all the loyal people of the land, 
who matched with intense interest the progress of his trial. 
Soon as it became evident that the testimony against this 
disciple of Nero was sufficiently strong to convict him, there 
mere rebel emissaries who, fearing a confession from his 
Lips, which would implicate Jefferson Davis and others is 
the guilt of his crimes, desired and determined, if possible, 
to bring the trial to a speedy close. Wirz himself had 
several t3imes intimated that, if convicted, he would make a 
statement of all the facts connected with his administration 
of tlhe Andersonville prison, which would show conclusively 
that he acted under the direct orders of Davis and General 
Winder. 

I had taken no part in Wirz's trial, most of the evidence 
having been procured by military officers then on duty at 
the South. During the last days of the trial, Mrs. Win 
appeared in Washington, and desired an interview with her 
husband. The Secretary of War had directed the officer in 
wmmand of the prison to exercise the utmost caution in 
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respect to the prisoner. It was feared that he would commit 
suicide. Orders were issued not to allow any interview to 
be had with him under any pretense whatever. He was to 
be kept entirely secluded from the other prisoners, and only 
visited by the clergy and his counsel. Mrs. Wirz applied to 
me for pernlission to see him. She claimed that she desired 
only to administer to his comfort, as far as possible, and had 
no objection to the interview taking place in the presence of 
an officer of the Government. Wirz sent me a request to 
visit him, and accordingly I repaired to his apartment in the 
" Old Capitol." During the conversation, he expressed ear- 
nest desire to see his wife, when I reminded him that the 
orders of the Secretary prohibited such interviews. His 
anxiety was so great, that I stated the prisoner's request to 
Mr. Stanton, who consented to a meeting in my presence, 
with no communications in their own language between them. 
He then gave me the following order: 

WAE DEPABTMENT, ADJUTA~T- GENERAL'^ O ~ ~ l t l q
WA~~HIN~TON,ATovembar8,166L 1 

Major-General AUGUR, co~n~nandingDepartment of Washington :-

G ~ ~ ~ ~ a c - H e n r y 
v i r z  has sent a request to General L.C. Baker to visit 

him. The Secretary of War desires that the authority be given General 
Raker. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TQWNSEND, 

. Assistant Acting Adjutant-General. 

With this document I procured a permit, and requested 
Mrs. Wirz to be at the prison at four o'clock that day. The 
interview took place, and I shall never forget the first meet- 
ing between Wirz and his wife. She exhibited the most 
stoical indifference, and simply said, " How are you, Wirz ?" 
Instead of embracing him, as would naturally have been 
expected under the circumstances, she sat down in a chair in 
front of him, and looked at the doomed man a moment, and 
then gave utterance to the most vindictive words against the 
Government, in which he joined. Instlead of talking of their 
family affairs, the unfortunate position in which Wirz was 
placed,and the probability of his execution, she took'occa- 
sion to denounce Colonel Chipman, Judge-Advocate of the 
commission before whom Wirz was being tried, and the w i t  
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nesses as perjurfit-s, and in the most threatening manner defied 
the govern men^ to carry the findings of the commission into 
execution. This interview finally closed in their making an 
appointment for another. 

The conduct of Wirz and his wife was to my mind very 
suspicions. I did not conceive that sucli indifference was 
natural under the circumstances, and determined to watch 
their next interview very closely. It came in due time, and 
was very similar to the first one. Mrs. Wirz sat in front of 
her husband, and I took a position where I could casually 
observe the movements of each. Mrs. Wirz took from her 
hand a glove, inside of which I noticed she had a small 
package ; what it was I could not tell. - The interview was 
'short, as both were conscious that Iwas observing every move- 
ment. At the third interview the same thing was repeated. 
As me all rose to go to the door leading to the hall, Wirz 
walking first, Mrs. Wirz next, and myself at the rear, she 
for the first time approached him, when they embraced and 
put their lips up to kiss each other. I watched the motion, 
and perceived that she was conveying something from her 
mouth to his. I sprang forward in an instant, caught him 
by the throat, and threw him on the floor. He raised a pill 
from his throat, brought it within his teeth, crushed it and 
spit out. I picked it up and found it to be a small round 
piece of strychnine inclosed in a piece of oiled silk. Upon 
this discovery I informed Mrs. Wirz that she could have no 
more interviews with her husband. She was compelled, 
therefore, to leave him to his fate. My next step was to 
inform the Assistant Secretary of War and Judge Holt of the 
singular occurrence. I also showed to the former the strych -
nine pill. On the day of the prisoner's execution, I related 
Bhe poison scene to a reporter of a New York paper. It was 
given to the public by him. The copperhead press imme. 
diately opelied their artillery of abuse, making me the target 
of bitterest attack. The whole statement was pronounced a 
fabrication, while it was verified entirely by Louis Skade, the 
counsel of Wirz, and by Mrs. Wirz. It is a fact, which should 
make the loyal men of the land reflect deeply, that these 
reckless detractors of the administration of Mr. Lincoln, and 
all who aided him in checking the insane revolt, who defended 
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the vilest actors in the drama of rebellion, are to-day the 
friends of Mr. Johnson and his "policy." No reflective 
patriotic mind can exclude the doubt whether the infamous 
keeper of the Andersonville prison pen would have been 
executed at all had the merited fate been delayed a few 
months longer, until the change in the tone of the Presi- 
dential feeling toward rebels, whom he had so warmly 
condemned and warued that their treason must be made 
''odious" for all coming time. I t  is more sad and stinging 
to know this, for those of us who necessarily were familiar 
with the character and deeds of the brutal servants of Davis 
and his counselors and commanders. I could narrate hor- 
rors which would stir the indignation of the coolest loyal 
heart, that were openly or silently approved by the Con- 
federate Government ; and yet we are asked to be charitable 
and conciliatory toward men who hated with the venom of 
a Nero our slain President and our "boys in blue," and 
have only changed from power to wreak their vengeance to 
weakness that can do no more than nurse a disarmed dis- 
loyalty. If it is true, in the words of the song, that John 
Bromn's soul is marcl~ing on ! it is equally a reality that the 
souls of Booth and MTirz are still marching stealthily on 
through the streets of the cities and over the plantation plains 
of the ''sunny South." 

ACTUAL BUnIAL-PLACE OF BOOTH. 

In  compliance with a promise made in the Prospectus of this work, as well 
as to gratify public curiosity, and, if possible, forever put a t  rest the many 
absurd and foolish rumors in circulation concerning the final disp~sition of 
the remains of the assassin, J. Wilkes Booth, I submit the following facts :-

In order to  establish the identity of the body of the assassin bey'ond a1 
question, the Secretary of War directed me to summon a number of witnesses 
residing in tile city of Washington, who had previously known the  murderer. 
Some two years previous to the assassination of the President, Booth had had 
a tumor or carbuncle cut from his neck by a surgeon. On inquiry, I ascer-
tained that Dr. May, a well-known and very skillful surgeon, of twenty-five 
years' practice in  Washington, had performed the operation. 

Acco;dingly I cnlled on Dr. Biny, who, before seeing the body, minutely 
described the exact locality of the tumor, the nature nnd date of the opera- 
tion. <kc. After beirig sworn.  he pointed to the scar on the nc:ck, which was 
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then plainly visible. F ive  other witnesses were examined, all of whom had 
known the assassin intimately for years. The various newspaper accounts, 
referring to the mutilation of Booth's body, are equally absurd. General 
Barnes, Surgeon-General U. S. A., was on board the gun-boat where the 
post-mortem examination mas held, with his assistants. General Barnes cut 
from Booth's neck about two inches of the spinal column through which the 
ball had passed ; this piece of bone, which is now on exhibition in the Gov- 
ernment Medical. Museum, in Washington, is the only relic of the assassin's 
body above ground, and this is the only mutilation of the remains that ever 
occurred. Immediately after the conclusion of the examination, the Secretary 
of War gave orders as to the disposition of the body, which had become very 
offensive, owing to the condition in which it  had remained after death ; the 
leg, broken in jumping from the box to  the stage, was much discolored and 
swollen, the blood from the wound having saturated his under-clothing. 
With the assistance of Lieut. L. B. Baker, I took the body from the gun-boat 
direct to the old Penitentiary, adjoining the Arsenal grounds. The building 
had not been used as a prison for some years previously. The Ordnance 
Department had filled the ground-floor cells with fixed ammunition-one of 
the largest of these cells was selected as the burial-place of Booth-the ammu: 
aition was removed, a large flat stone lifted from its place, and a rude grave 
dug ; the body was dropped in, the grave filled up, the stone replaced, and 
there resta to thie hour all that remained of John Wilkes Booth. 








