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INTRODUCTORY.

[t is highly gratifying that onc has been induced to
turn his talents to the preparation of this work whose
journalistic expericnce in Rockford has given him
unusual advantages for close observation of the insti-
tution whose mfamy he discloses, and it must be con-
fessed that, with consummate skill, he has woven the
weft of fact and the warp of fiction into a tale fraught
with alluring interest for the casual reader and phi-
losopher alike.  No pen coald more vividly portray
the shrewdncess, cupidity, hypoerisy and Theartless
seifishness which characterize the professed Moessiab,
whose decds and words, faithfully chronicled, form
the basis of tlus narrative.

Various students of mental phenomena have mimputed
the pretender’s claims to hallucination, and his power
over his worshipers to hypnotism, but when Ins marked
acquisitiveness and sensuality are also considered, the
inevitable inference pronounces him an awrant and
audacious knave, Utterly destitute of pity or remorse,
this moral monster scruples not to enter happy homes,
bringing beggary, disgrace, and even the midnight

mists of madness, in his train, while at best but a

wretched serfdom awaits the weak man or weaker
woman who avows his divioity and consents to minister
to his greed and lust. It is to be regretted that an
establishment vile as the one described should be per-
mitted to flourish and abide, scornful of law and pop-
vlar indignation, in the shadow of a city of churches,
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as Rockford is truthfully desiguated in this recital;
but the author supplies a most reasonable explana-
tion. In a busy, prosperous city people are apt to be
too decply absorbed in their immediate concerns to
vex themsclves with affairs 1 which they are not
directly connected, and this mundane heaven has devel-
oped so gradually from an annoyance to an enormity
that it's growth has not severely shocked the sensibil-
ities of the devout Christians who constitute the
majority of the inhabitants of “The Lowell of the West.”
Sacrilegious doctrines are now openly proclaimed, and
base ceremonials regularly observed which, at the
cutset of the pretender’s career in this viciuity, were
cautiously advanced and secretly cclebrated,  Many
abominations were concealed with diabolical craft
until so sure a foothold has been obtained that dislodg-
ment secms  almost impossible, as the difficulty of
obtaining direct and reliable evidence makes leval
procedure futile..

Apart from the romance clustering about the lives of
Clara McCoy and Arthur I'itzroy, this work leaves noth-
ing untold that could serve as a solemn admenition to
the earnest seeker after divine truth, who might be lead
by plausible pleas to acknowledge the hateful preten-
sions of the head of the so called Church Triumphant.
In the light of past events it were idle to expect that
this book, or any other exposition of his methods that
might be made, will influence the actions of this
impostor to any extent for good; but could that hope be
indulged, this work would start upon its warning mis-
ston backed by the fervent prayers of every Christian
man and woman who knows aught of the sinful com-
miunal hife of Mount Zion.

The aunthor's ann will doubtless be aclieved if
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through the perusal of his story some wavering brother
ot sister be restrained from plunging nto the iniqui-
tons Hell he depiets, whose only doors are death and
disgrace.  The authenticated evidence of George Jacob
Schweinfurth’s blasphemy and vice should be carefully
noted; and the book deserves to be read, not only by
the curious who scek entertainment, but also by the
thinking moralists who bold 1n deep detestation the
pernicious principles and practices of this odious per-
sonage, which menace the welfare of soctety by en-
ticing the weak to wear the shackles of his miserable
and shamefnl servitude, 1. Cool.

Rockiord, 1., Dec. 20, 1893.
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SIX YEARS IN HEAVEN
CHAPTER 1
A MYSTRERIOUS FIGURE
One pleasant day 1 September, in the year one
thousand eight hundred and ninety-two, a bright young

man named William  Hattield, fired with a laudable
ion, found him-

ambition to excel in his chosen profes:
self on horseback on the cliffs of the Kentucky river.
The voung man was there in the capacity of a reporter,
having been assigoned by the paper he represented the
task of acquiving ;xnd writing in the Dbest manner he
could, {hc details on a very mysterious altar thar had
happened i oa bittle vinlg(:. in the neighborhood of
which be was now inguiring his way The circum-
stavces may be brig fx stated as follows:

Some six vears before  the daughter ot a well-to-do
farmer, of attractive personality and rare accomphish-
ments for one in her station of life, had mysteriously
disappeared from her home on the outskirts of the
village, f lm peculing *u;xppe:a rance had almost passed
g swoere vividly broneht back

X’(’}i!ﬂ‘{: WA

of  consam ntion,
Jeath aiready oathering on her pale brow,

home of her ohitdbood--no one  knew

feading by the band hoer ittle daughter,
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The child was about {our vears ol age, witha delicate
but bright and intelligent face.  Soon alter reaching
home the young woman sank quietly 1mm carti into

the gray twilight of the tomb, and the httle onc was
left to the care of the grandparents. \K e FHIMOrs
of the extraordinary experiences of the un im Y young

fittle

i
title

woman set all the tongues of the quict village
‘ to wagging furiously; and finally these rumors ronched
the keen-scented representative of a large ity news

paper. He promptly reported the matter to his chicf,

nee 1o

who regarded the aftair of suflicient conse

imbitious

assign to onc of his brightest and e
young men the duty which brought the solvtary young
horseman onto the cliffs of the Kentucky viver,
A garrulous countryman polnted to Hathicld w neat
country house at a distance of perhaps hall a mnle frow
g the shore of the river, “where,” he said, "they koop
tavern and you can be accommodated with supper, o
yvou do not want to go down to Shelbywillie tomghe”
Rather amused with the simple loquaciousness of the
man, Hathield handed  hime a small so of money for
asconded by a

his anformation, bade hiwm farewell anc 3
winding path the towery elifl.
The sky was brilliant with the tints of the sciting
sun.  Beyoud the numerous and variegated larms
which the elevation overlooked, the distant bilis lost
their tops in the blue mists of heaven. Al natu
i was hushed to a solemn stillness, save the hollow
echo of the countryman’s song.  Iiven the impetuons
| stream, as it dashed nimw between the stupendons
| masses of calcarcous rock, which presented an insur ‘»1
wmoeuniable barrier on either side, scemed fearful of
disturbing the general repose.
As Hatlield rode along the Drink of the precipice
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toward the tavern to which he had been directed, he
discovered on his right a small country church, to
which he involuntarily turned his horse. He had al.
ways admired the appearance of a country church and
graveyard, and could not resist the inclination to pause
on his road and look for a few moments at the one so
near at hand. In the copse near the road stood a neat
wooden building, the undergrowth for some distance
around having lately been cleared away, while the
majestic trecs of the forest waved their green foliage
in silence over the clay tenements of those who were
“gathered to their fathers.”

The graves, scattered around the church, were quite
shur out from the rays of the sun Dby the boughs of
the overhanging trees.  There were no costly monu-
ments, bui occasionally a willow or an evergreen,
fandred spirits, awakened a train of

!

planted by sul
cmotions beyond the power of the finest marble to im-
part.

Phe Bittle roral temple was bmidt of hewn logs, one

in beight and almost concealed by the surround-

As Hatheld drew nesy hig attention  was

arrested by the commanding fgure of a man who, with

wus stauding near the foot of a re-

Fhe face, wanly but suo-harned,
portrayed a depth of woe the intruder thought be had
seldom scen depreted upon o human countenance. Mis
ful curls below a broad,

Sl I grace

while las genernl appe

. hCE Was
that of one who had become most noticeably neglis
gent 1 the matrer of dress.  Sitting upon the sod a
few feet from him was a clald, o hitde givl of about

fonr vears of age. The child was sifent and sabdued,
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cenl up into his face, as though

she undersiood and would commiserate in her childish

of the strong man before her.

bt

way the s

The path fed near the side ol the churchyard, where

the nian was stionding  with folded  arms, seemingly

petrificd with grict and as insensible to the surround-

o

ing objects as a siatue of marble. Hatield's feelings
e

were deeply interested i the personage before him,

but, nnwiiling to appear n

he passed on to
the tavern, which was but o few hondred vards  dise
tant.  Fle had no sconer seated homself in the portico
than he observed the obyject of his attention leave his
position, take the chiltd up g Tos arns, and with a

stow and measured troad

steep declivity.

Just as he was disappearing from view the landlady
approached. Hatheld called ber attention o the
strange bgarve be had heon contemplabing and inguired

if <he knew him.

Vs, osir,” she replicd, with o a serions look; Mihd
s, b oknow him by sights 1 oam oa conmparatively recent

arrival here and have had oo opportonidy to hecome

re was formeriv the prde of the noighborbood  and

personally acquainted with b Dot Toanderstand
1
}

the wost promisimg yvouth  who dwelt n
hills.”

“Indee
¥

U have a penchant for heaving poecnlhinr . ocporences,

, o
v et b

can yvoir nat tell e somethn

and I sometimes wake them nselnd to ne o ooy bass

ness, "
“Pam not famihine with the details, about whoch
the relatives 1o the village are inclined to hevelicent,

Becanse of the notoriety which has already hreen given

the affair. s history ds o a sad anes andl sl vou
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care to hear it, as soon as supper is over I will relate
to you all the {acts m my pos You may be

able to learn moere {rom the friends i the village

afterward, if vou intend going there, which I suppose
vou do.”

“T am not going down untii mornming,” returned
Hatfield, "unless yvou find yonrself unable to keep me
over night.”

U1 shall be glad to accommodate vou, siv. That 1s
the purpose for which 1 am here.”
“Thank you; and after tea, 1f yvou are still disposed,

s

I shall be glad to hear the story.’

“ls there anything yvou would especially desire for
your tea?”

“Whatever is most convenient to prepare will be
quite satisfactory.”

“And vou will want breakfust?”

I you please.”

The landlady at once retired and busied herseli in
the preparation of the meal for her visitor, and when
she bhad gone Hatficld fell to reflecting on the pecu-
Tarity of the task to which he bad been assigned. Tor
some reason, for which be cowdd find no plaasible ex

planation, he fancied the strang

and dejected persen
he had observed 1o the churchvard was i some way
connected with the unusnal work he had undertaken.

v

crdeavoring to form a theory to fit this sin-

He w

gultar novon when the landlady approached and an-

nouncoed that supper was ready, and, entering the large,

¢
Siioned dining : he partook of 4 fain but
dircned domng-room, he partock of a plam but

fatabic meal.

AN e EY."L

thon voturned to the portico, and in a short

fandiady followed and took a2 weat near o

iv anxious 1o hear what she had to say,
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and she was no less eager to impart all the knowledge
she possessed regarding the mysterious man in the
grave-yard.




CHAPTER 1I

THE LANDLADY'S STORV

When the landlady had begged IHatfield to excuse
what she called her country-like manner of relating
a story she began her narrative:

“As I have already said, my acquaintance with the
details is very limited. The name of the unhappy
young man of whom vou desire me to spealk, is Arthur
Fitzroy. His parents, though poor, belonged toa
highly respectable family in Virginia, and were among
those who emigrated to this state. making the im-
provements on the farm which they vet own about
ore, and afterward

two miles from: the apposite s
opening a general store 3o the village.  Arthur, the
only child, was born scon after their arrival, aad
breathing nothing from infancy but the salubrious air
of the mountainous ¢liffs, and escrcised by the labors
of the farm, his person attained the size and manly
beauty which it now oxhibits.  Meanwliale his ntel-

fectual faculties, improved by the teachers that

could be procured hereabounts gave, ot the age of
twenty, indications of a mind vigorous in its percep-
tions and replete with the nobiest feelings of nature,
I omight say that at the sge of cighteen he received an

invitation from a wealthy uncle in Virginia, to spend

a vear cast of the mountains, Consent was given by

his parents, who wove greatly desirous of his twprove-

g
I

S35 Yeary fn Heaven
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ment. During thes yoar be

pal cities, reading werks

proving bis nund. When o peturned b wae lndly

welcomed by the whole population, made
with whom he was alwavs o greal favotiie

“Before gomyg awav he had grown (o fo
of a brght yvoung  woman  named
they corresponded regufarly during 1§/
his return thelr intunacy was repowed, b
daughter of James McCoy, who stiil hort

distance from the village,  She was then jost torning
her seventeenth year, and to a mind woll coliivate:

there was added a degree and clevation of tanoy wineh

occasionally scemed bordering on the romantic, A

less os an anfang, divested  of  eonve  and snspecti
none in others, she was esteomed by adl who onew hoer,

while the continned sprightliness of he

the Drilliant corruscations ol hor wit

the enjoyment of every cuele in which

Nor were the attractions of  her minnd
.

st the fiest meld ol

thouse of her person. ©
sexn, grace characterized  every spovemoent and Joveld
ness sat enthroned upon her face

astic mind  {ound g

“In Arvthor Fiteoy, her enthus

congenial spirtt, and it was not long ore they both

ciety ol cach other was essentinl

1
H
discoverad that the

+1

3
1o complete thoe happiness. The resnlt of a protractesd

interview, which soon took place, rendered him the ha

i

}'i
piest of men, and emotions of o new kind were awale

cnod o the breasis of cach. Tleaven was called upon
to witness their declarations of  anshaken  constancy.

“Not long after ths there was some kind of o relig
tous revival, A man came along nenleating some new

and peculisr doctrine, the tenets of which 1 never
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learred. Clara, being religiously inchined and very im-
pressionable. was soon brought under the influence of
,

this new belief.  No public services were held by this
mau, as is the custom, I believe, with most of those

cngaged in thie work of evapgelization.  Quiet mect-
ings were held at the house of some friend. where this

man, who called himself an apostle, expatiated with
magic eloquence on the beauties of

-

= new doctrine,

)
o, ] H . S b y "4 - - o~ .. ] .
and there were those besides Clava who seemed to ini-

thongh  strongly im-
not hecome entively canvicted; while Ar-

and  havig a broader

most of  the unsophisti-

eneed by

wiorngng, shortiy
of the apostle, Clars wos missing. |
H

not to have beon ocoupied dovi

this 1t was rmedd that she  had

comparatively onvly hour o the evemang, Her unbappy

parents, well migh disivacted wath grief, nsed every

MOeans in

e power o cliscover her whoreabonts,
Dut their ansons and continued elloris were unavails

ing. She had goose entirely from them in the darknoess

trace of ier remained.

“Arthor was distressed than the ago-

parents, and g
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bopes were disap-

dimes coaeile Tacerated. The re-

dlorgd bt ot affections dis-
4 novain were fns books

and other ncans of diversion resoried 1o the hope
of restoring some ol his wonud choorfauess, dlis

vore oppressed daihv o and s nwods

: ‘ mind became s
! more gloomy. Finally he abscuted bomsell trom the
neighborhood entirely, and. though he sent s messacge
to his parents from diflercnt places oecasionally tor a
time, he did not return, and his abscence was peos
avreed that fus moand had

iia.

§

tracted into years, 11 was

f become affected from the loss he sustauned v the dae
“ appearance of her he chertshed wore than all else on
carth, and that he was wandering aboat from place 1o
: ; place i the hope of finding here o the meantie
j the parents of Clara felt themselves reluctantly foreed
to believe that the nnfortunnte el e mind voset-
j tled by the new roligious npotions she had acgured
from the apostie, had ended ber hite m the dark waters
of the river; and when every humaa elfort to find her
had proved futile they mourned her as dead.
; “The circumstances of her peculiar and mysterions
‘: ; disappearance had Tovg passed from the nnnds of most

‘ ‘ people when, two months age, or perhaps jess, she
returncd as nnexpectedly as she tef, She was o mere
j : shadow of her former selfs Accompanying her awas

the child you saw with Arthur this evening Poor
Clara drageced her cmaciated {orm over the clifts to the
of her happy childhood. What she smd 1o the
parents regarding her abscence 1 do not know, nor do
1 suppose they could be induced 1o tell, thoogh they

have permnitted 16 to be understoad that she had heen

for some time a widow and had sallered

home

keenly from
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privation. She lingered until 4 few days before the
return of Arthur, and at the close of her mortal career,
with the name of the Messiaoh constantly upon her lips
she bade adieu to the ever recurring sorrows of this
life and gladly welcomed death as the harbinger of
eternal happiness.

“The little girl thus became the care of her grand-
parents, and they lavish upon lher all the love they
formerly gave their daughter.  Arthur 1s attracted to
the amiable child by an irresistible impulse, and does
not permit a day to pass without visiting her, fre-
quentlv bringing her to the grave of her mother, where
vou saw them to-day, He seems to be peculiarly alfected
by the {oss of the idol of his heart. There 1s noth-

g dangerous (o hamsel! or others v the strange nial-

ady whoeh has seized bimy bul life scems to have

heconse an unimterrapted waste of joviess existence,

withour 1he antervention of asmgle enlivening ray to
cheer bas gloomy

snee of

antess be bods oot an the presg-
the cialad of hor bhe foved so owell, The woe-
Degone aspect of his countensnce, which vou doubt-
less obuserved, seldom Teaves hion, aod ad the close of
cach day sivce s retorn, be has sought consolation
moweeping sver the dack and narrow tencoment which

contarns the mortel part of the dovely friend of his

youth.”
Madam,” sad Lo

ished, "1 am deos

yoodandiady had -

vour store, the more

s0, perhaps, Lo ingquiry into this vory

alfair that 1 am ooandd, netwihstanding 1oam so

greatly mndebred to von for the valuable aiformation

H

yvou have so pparted, iy ointerest prompts

me to ask if iore o orelation to this

strange case me?  or stance, do
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vou know or omagine there s anyone who has any
girl’s time  was

i

Kuowlodeo of how  thrs anfertunate

cnce fron home, or what motive

ifoany, oither than possible mental aberration {row

I her to leave home m

veligions excttement,

Yo andorstand oo informaiion

Lor parents on o orther point,

sposed 1o make the faors

7
o

g
¥

public. and none of iher
cient lack of feeling to further lacerare therr torn

hearts with curous quoestions it ey boe that Ixn
Cothe vl stotan, who attended the un

Shannon,

i 1 o
fasi hours, has some

happy younyg woman during he
knowloedee of thes Devoand that given the poibe

at hiberis o

tie, thoueh he mw

div

tothe viblage o the m

this discovery for yvourscit,”

“Pioothe fanuh
“Yes, ihink so.
the only <!

L v

with the perseverance ol

“would have any knowlody

wy o . ety it oo
At osure bocannot oy, s

I
know  all that is generadly knowal”
“For which boam andecd  deeply mdebiod too
madam.”
“Not oot all
“Now, il yvou will laudly give e the name o

minister, | will retive and not provake vowwith forther

v

| thoe

useless questioning.”
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“Reverend James Brown.”

“Brown, ch?”

“Yes, sir. WIill you rise carly?” she asked, as
Hatficld prepared to retire.

"I be up with the Jark, 1f there’s one round here,
and off to the village at the carlicst moment.  You
see I am interested.”

The strange story he had heard possessed Hatlield’s
mind unti] sleep overtook him. With a faculty that
belongs to a natural journalist, he discerned much
more in this mysterious allair than the landlady had
any idea of, and be meant to know more aboat it be-

fore Lie ceased bis tovestigations,




ond time

CChrst bives D e s come 1o earth the sec

'

Behold the Savir! e s the pure one —the perfect

one! e kpows vo wale? e s God becomwe man.

By behoving m hon we are goade pure and sioless as

salvation s assured. O, how grateful

. . - T it -,
wee whe e redeciyoed Blessed be

and happy are
God, that we have found hon

Such were the atterances, deliversd in o quiet bt
i

fsoan the

craroest tone. by oone ol the anve

mnten
tervestrial hoaven of Gentge Taeoh Schweinlarth.
Who s this Savior? \Wihere niey he be fonmd?

! Hy kunown

Heoas the head of the peculiar
by o numoerons

; )
fron the dead.

following to
Whence came he?
George Jacnh Schwainfarth was bhora at Maron, Ma-

5! thie ol Grermuan parants,

rion County, Olio, in s
At the age of
ably obedient boy,

his devotion amd o

nceighborhood, To k

to be suficient
the woodland rosound wit

strong voice oficn carviod

and spoke mostiv i the Goermnn bangoage, his fivor
ite songs berag those of a deveiional nature,  Defore

B
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he reached the age of twelve higs mother’s heart was

gladdened by these words from an aged minister:
“Your son George is destined to become a Levite.

Verily, God has chosen him.’
The boy, when but eleven years of age, wasseen to

'

possess a degree of inspiration almost divine. His
earncst soul frequently fmpelled him to begin a song
of praige in the special services held in those days.
The responses which he often made in services of tes-
timony were {orceful and clear. He seemed to long
for association with the good and pure.

At the age of thirteen he lost his mother. Her suffer-
ings were almost unendurable to the loving and sym-
pathetic son.  He seemed to divine her approaching

demise, and it brought an inexpressible sorrow to his

heart as he contemplated the inevitable  separation.

int the example and instruction of the mother he
neonrned, added to his own exiraordinary power of
selection, kept him free {rom contamination by the
s which mdlict ail grades in society.

il

Ve

Until cighteen vears of age he was a3 constant at-
tendant af the village school, devoting bis vacations
to labor in the harvest fleld.  1le was ready to do
“whatsoever bis hands fonnd to do.” Ife was engaged
at one time as a book agent. At another Gime he
worked inoa snthy, and was for a time 2 clerk i oa
ceneral store.

s e up o this tiove had be soent ruosily in

socinsion, Ho had oot ver found  the socieiy which

qirited 5 owas iniol-

The mibaddey of the wvill

erabio to hiny were fow, and  they

were the only ones who reallv knew him. He

hmitations when his sonl sought

t
ledeed opuuons. In those days he
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weed o sav: “The direet battles that wman can fight
are those which are waged on the arena of his own
soul ™ Ile was, however, living ina hope whose
Wit were growing.  Mimisters sought to tame lis
;

e

tical and cocval with the physical existence. A phren-

wrt of fire by telling bim that Jimatations are  den-

- «

one of those davs sard: “This young man 1s
he sky. He may not reach it, but he

than f he did not soe aim.’
: cr oand autwnn of 1873 heserved in the
hanthle capacity of sexton of a Methodist chureh at

for which service the church failed

was the ncipiency of a series of

and conflicts in which he had nn,;rn(:nfloucz
nst B, e had been tauglit that the Methe

nearly dhivine of anv of the

s vradually ceasing to

alan o each other.  The

thenl e
W cstimation. H wonld soon
e tar Dolow hus soul’s vision

os covered soveral vears,

ool and afterward at

i PR
Povie e barg
cotlege. The prafessors of tlas insu

He was

©o
shicctied B s on

b knew

vor have o il h f\ o
ISTELS BN ]

fuoihe Py atud wintes rended fwo
i o] et i Bvnnsios rod thronoh
S fovmy by bndiy Methodist

fervent
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Rev. A. R. Bartlett, presiding elder of the Saginaw
district, appointed him minister of an unsupplied cir-
cuit in Tuscola county, Michigan, with headquarters
at Kingston, a small place necar Vassar.

"1 asked God,” he said to a [riend, “"What wilt
thou have me to de?” Then T watched for the answer,
and it came: Iinter the Methodist ministry now. Do
your further studying in connection with your future
ministerial labors.” My soul answered: T will obey.””

Regarding his {irst pulpit elfort he wrote toa friend
the subjoined letter:

“Dear friend:—1 commenced my ministerial work
to day.  That the good Lord has brought me hither
and commanded me to work directly for him | have
no more donbt than I doubtthat T am here. 1 preached
here this alterncon from the words: "What wilt thou
have me to do?’ 1 felt a hittle misgiving before going
into the pulpit, but, while thinking about the matter,
suddenly there came over me o heavenly tranquility
and an elevation of soul; and n this state of mind and
heart Fe bore me through the ordeal

Yo in the Lord,

Groray |

e

i

M SCHWREINFURTIH.

the senti-

In the church to swhich he was a

thoever had

mont prevailed that the greatest ble

Schwanfurih for a pastor,”

[T
Wils iy B0

Cutside the

“This community

raoanwerthy ol snch s up
the choreh miade known 1o the pa abot desired
e

o his vetu o owis placud

oocontorence, with the
i

words Jrom the sy of the commnties: PHiand vhis

to the presiding The clder never saw the
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petitior, nor did the young minister return to that
charge. He was asked more than once where he de-
‘1 desire

siredd to go, and his unvarying answer was:
to vo where I am sent.”

As he entered his second field of labor at Alpena,
Michigan, he was in the spirit of rapidly becoming
more a citizen of heaven and less a denizen of carth.
He was entering into closer kinship with the super-
earthly. He was becoming more a mimster and less a
Methodist.  He desired o bring heaven this side of
the stars, and so he said to himself: “1 shall bhe no
Savior was a Methodist, |

more a Mcothodist than the
shall be free as truth can make a man, Iowill
belong to no body of men; T will belong to God.”

So he Tabored to make his people hike God, not
like John Wesley, preaching that “sicgs the only thing
that 1s keeping Christ and heaven out of this world,
out of our lives.  Sin in the ehurch and out of the
church 1s damnable, and the [ormer more than the
latter. Al nurighteousness 1s sin. Now, what s it
that is not nglt? What arve those unright things that
are obstructing cur friendly God incoming to his awn?”
Mr. Schweinforth turned the light of mepivation upon
this subject, and as he became of more service to God
he proved to be of less service to the church.

In December, 1877, he wet Doninda Helen Fletcher
Beekman, and “through  the window ol her sonl he
saw Crode ™ She was the gateway of has [uture. She
was his spiritual Mary—the mother of his soul.

The sect of which he is now the head, and which
acknowiedges his divinity, has been in existence about
seventeen years.  Mrs, Beckman, the wife of a Con-
gregational nunister, originated the bodv of strange

believers.  She preached that 1o her own person were
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the attributes of the risen Lord. She was the woman
Christ inspired and made sacred by the indweiling of
his spirit. The band of believers grew slowly but stead-
ly. They first located their central church at a vil-
jage named Byron, 1linots, and by dint of besieging
the meetings of all the other churches, and declaring

i

their doctrines at all scasons, kept the poor clergymen
and their flocks in continual hot water. Fer husband
did not believe in the new faith, and as a result 1s
now in an insane asylum. Schweinfurth preached the
new doctrine in the country churches around and drew
good audiences. e preached well, and was espec-
lally popular with the young ladies. It isrelated that
they often made a pretense of conversion merely to
kueel at the aitar where he could place bhis band upon
their brows awd sweetly whisper: “Dear sister, have
faith; only have faith”

But alas! for the faith of the devoted little band.
Mrs. Beekman died and became cold, inanimate clay,
as every other mortal must. Her heart broken believ-
ers kept her body lor a week, expecting that she would
rise, as she had promised and prophesied. They placed
her body on a raised platform and worshiped about it
hourly,  There were expectant believers standing
arcund it cvery moment, in the hope that lile would
return and they would witness the resurrection. At
the end of the week the corruption of the body grew
56 great that interment was ordered by the public au-
thorities.

At this juncture Schweinforth came before the com-
fortless little band, and declared to them that "just as
Mrs. Beckman was dying he saw a glimpse of heaven
through the window of her soul,” and from her lips
came the words: "You are Christ, the Holy One. My
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spirit passcs into thine, and by this act transforms
thy whoele being. Go forth pure and sinless, the only
son of God. Thon shait bring afl nations to worship
thee, and put to rout the evil once and all the hosts of
darkness.”

The credulous company believed and rejoiced in
the real Savior brought to them from the dead.

From that day the growth of the organization, both
in financial resources and membersLip, has been sim-
ply wonderful.  The new Messiah has developed  ve
markable business acumen and 1s a keen observer of
human nature,  As a resude of his shrewdness, unlike
Him who had not where to lay lis head,” the later
lord has an accumulation of this world’s goods  that

the !

igares given,

would seem astonishing were
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CHAPTER IV

IN THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT

In the preceding chapter the reader has been given
a biographical sketch, necessarily brief, of the new
Messiah up to the time he abandoned the church and
became the head of one of the most remarkable relig-
ious sects of all the queer theological schools. Tt
will aid in understanding and appreciating the roman-
tic part of this narrative tf the personality of the head
cf The Church Trinmphant 18 more fully clucidated.
1t will also be well to kunow something of the manner
of life of t}
elyviing methods employed by the Messiab and his

¥ oy

community of "samts, " and of the pros-

agents,  Noy wil it be uninteresting to note how he
contrives to mantain the new Zion practeally undis-
turbed s community of apright, reputable citizens,
having ne sympathy whatever with s reraarkable doc

trines, and be designated by those w his fmmediate
vicinity as “the best neighbor they bave orever had”

s rather msignificant.
ht and dels-

cately formed.  Still 1o mianv, on first sceing him, the

the perfect man’
below the mediam het

Phivsically
Fle 18 a trifle o

-
i

mmpression s oone of astonis

ment.  He has a snrpris-
ing resenmblance o the generally accepted pictiures of

the Savior of mankind, and the observer miyl

tocastly

a bife-size production of some of the old mas-

s eves are brown; his complexion forid, e
wears all aronnd bhis face a fowing auburn beard, the

ik

Pl Fleaven
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samie color as that which Christ s said to have worn,
Fle has a white brow, with veins plainly indicating
refinement.  1le wears his huair broshed  back trom a
forehead indicative of intellectual force, and has a
sharp, penetrating eyg that can Jook meck and pa-

sl demand  huwaality, Tlis

thetic when  cirrcumstances
clothes are always in style and the materiads the Dest
that can be procured. Bvervthing he wears always fits
him clegantiv.  11is deportment, at least beyond the
confines of heaven, is that of a bumibivy bordering on
the abject. Being once denoanced by a clevgyman as
a lecherous mocker of holy things and assadded witl
opprobrium, he answered calmly, guietly and respeci-
fully, without a shadow ol anger. Just here 1t nught
be well to Jet a Presbveenan elergyiman,  Dro Samued

[, who bhas met bun a hun-

<

L. Conde, of Rockiord,
dred rimes or more, express an opinyon:
11 hardly eve

e is a dangerous man. ! rofasls to
liis teachings,

convert those who go theve tolisten to
is sophistoes are hard for any one to meet L iess
thoroughly familiar with the teachings ol Sovipture
on the sccond coming of Christ, There i not & par-
ticte of insanity about i, and Do convinced e g
perfectly tree from any Just of the fleshy, for Fhnow ol
the most thorough tests.  F have heon tolit by women
whont he has bhad under his sway that theve s some

mugnetic power ur his oves wh

Didding and speak of o betred

pature 15 antavanistic to 5t
more p;iiicm,ﬁ moye porlect map e cvey come ey
my natice. D honest sucdd of the

devil, who bas come Lo th

angel of bt
That s the new Moessiah a
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has appeared since he assumed divinity. Now what
of the terrestrial heaven where he holds such absolute
way?

Among the converts which Schwemfurth made im-
mediately following his defection from the Metbodist
church was a good old farmer vamed Weldon, who

i

Bundred acres of well cultivated and

B
gh

possesses
valuable land five miles south of the city of Rockford,
1. One of the first things this infatuated farmer did
was to make over s entire property to Schweinfurth,
as head of the Churel Triumphant, aod there the cen-
ral community, or heaven, is now and has since that
tinie been locatod,

The new Zion is a mansion standing n oa

spacious inclesure. It is some distunce back from the
miain road, from which 1L 18 partly hndden amid the

shelier of nan: To the west are spa-

crous barns, o« shieds and other appur-

tenances of a ne. There are a large
number of npport the finest cattle i the
land. Al the me(ru stock 18 of the same superior
avade, and the place 1 suppliod with all the latest
approved appliances for carrying on  the operation

of the (*xwmai v farm The honse waill casily accoun

modate one buodred  porsons, and there e nsll;\iiy
abont Gty women and hiall that number of men about

the place. e wande discples do the heavy  work,

some of then heing mere r.lrud;y

slteep

m the attie. Bot they count thz,‘msa(:‘lmz&; happy to be

They hive on the
1

daily, and

J

platnest tood, two meals heing ser

poermitiod to saller and labor for thew Lord, hiving
given up adl their carthly possessions when they took

up their abode 1 heaven.  Some of the women are
compelled to drudge as well s the men, but they are
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the ones whe have nor attained an angelic condition,

or who have allen from grace.

Visitors are gencraliv ushered into the reception

partor, in which room the Sunday service is also helds
The furnishing is elegant and tastelnl. A low ceiling
gives the room a Inost cory  appearance. Winding
down into the room isan paken staircase.  The organ
in the room matches the stawcase and  the rest of the
woodwork, The fireplace is ol pressed  brick with
polished brass facings. A handsome lamp 1s sus-
pended from the center of the roon. The carpet is
soft and of tasteful design.  Several beautiful pict-
nres adorn the walls, Tndeed, the general ceffect pro.
diices the conviction that the fuirnislung and decora-
tion were the result of a relined taste.  And not slone
of the reception room may this be said. The furnish-
g of the house from top to bottom is clegant. The
furnture, the pietares, the Juce cortains, the carpets
aud the bric-a brac are all such as would adorn the
costhest of Metropolilan hemes of wealth and refine-
ment. The Lord has a library which any man of let-
ters might envy. Tt s lined with books mnosolud wal-
nut cases, tastefully vencered with Proneh varnish.
ot quite evident that Schwemnforth v something of
a student.,

Ot the domestic life of heaven 1t s unnecessary to
sav more at present than o give an wden of what the
Messioh himsell claums it to bey whar it veally 18 wall
appear fater on,

Iy ancinterview o few vears ago, Schweindarh saud:
“We dive here as alarge familyv. There are severad

chnree

married couples, but most are nnmarried. The

that we rndalge i oevil practices shows how hittle the

world knows of the purity and sinlessness of our hives,
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I am the type of the siniess ong, and those wha live
with me and believe become pure even as I am pure,
and in them there can be no guile. Our marriage
ceremony 1is binding, and there can be no divorce.
The gratification of animal passion is considered sin-
ful.  As for myself, 1 never experience the passions
of man, for I am God. I know that 1 shall be reviled
and persecuted, and men will say all manner of evil
things against me, but [ am holy, and the world will
yet know 1it.  The whole world 1s 1mpaneled as a
jury to try us, but those who now persecute us will
be utierly destroyed. All will have to believe 1n me be.
fore they can be saved. 1 might add that the Church
of the Redeemed will supplant all others on the
carth.

"We shall subdue the whole carth. The so-called
orthodox churches are the beasts of Dantel and must
be destroyed.”

It will thus be scenr that Scluweinfurth has all along
arrogated to himsell the attributes and powers of di-
vinity.

The growth in wembershap of this remarkabie sect
has been astonishingly vapid withm the ast few yoars,
and branches now exist o some of the principal ciites
i the United States and Canada, all of which are
tributary to the central community over which the
Messial hinsell presides. Schwelnfurth has complete
charge of all the finances and uses the means at lus
pleasure, being compelled to make no account of any-
thing.  The membership numbers about a thousand
at the present time. Al members who are pot inmates

of heaven or =ome of the branch communities are re

inala-
age of

quired to pav tithes-——one teanth of ail thewr ace

tions.  Were they incapable of carning an aver
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more than one dollar a day, the receipts gathered in-

to the exchiequer of Zion would not be entirely insig-
nificant. But, indeed, most of the converts are persouns
of means, and, what is not a tittle surprisig, people

who scem to be possessel of more than crdinary io-

There ave clergymen, lawvers and doctors

telligence.
who have given np all to follow the new Master. Puor
apostles are received when they cun be made avail-

able upon the farm or at some of the branches, wheo
it is shown that they are sincere in thew professions;
and women without means are accepted upon the same
conditions. 1 they arc personally atiractive and give
promise of attaining future “perfections” they do not

he heavenly house

find it ditficuit to obtain a place it
hotd.

Conversions are made through the jnstrumentality
of silver tonzed and troasted apostles. There 1s quite
A punmiber of (raveling wen, colportewrs and agents iu

various lines, who are sowing constantly  thic seeds
of the new rehigion,  Schwemfurth makes a0 ospecial
cffort to attract this class, as they ave capable of s
fecting the more Tikely subjects for the parposes i
the Messinh,  Some of these enssarres have boeen

ministers of the gospel, aond ol are wen of edncation

and relinemoent who have themselves been brought 1o
feel the myvstico power of this man,
Services are hobd at heaven onoe cach Sumday, and

e sernions ovcapy

1

Schwernfarth adways proaches

from two to four hours, Stenouraphors take down s
cvery ntterance, and typowriter copios e made and

sent to il the branches, where ihey are rend o the

faithind the Honday foilowimg,
SCeH) e HCe

who

Many who vesit the coniral comannty
] but a happy home e Phose

nothing there
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have gone from curiosity have returned with the im-
pression that there is something fascinating about the
man and the place.




S

“You wili ind this an cxtremely interesting work,
I can assoure von, and 1 hope ©may be able 1o mduce

you to take a copy.”
These were the words toa
whe had found admission to the home of Mrs. MoCoy,

At a time some six and a half years previeus o the

debonmr, thand maan

events recorded in the opening chapiers,

“1 am anre,” he continued, Tyou will find the fos-
tory of the Franco-Gorman war almost a5 wteresting as
and achicvements ol our own deplor-

avo. While

the hoerote decds
able internecine strugele of a few years
we wasted so much blood and treasure for the preser
action ol know-

vation ol the Union, we have the satis

that our great counldry s now

Ing it was not n vain -
one and inseparable, in the enjoyment of peree and
unexamplod prosperitv: while France—la belle France
v foree of numbers and saperior dis
Tard prostrate at the feet of the foe,
fruitloss carnade,

—over whelmed b

ciptine, was soon

the best Blood of the nation shad i

and the resonrces of Uic conntry well-nigh exhansted.”
“Were you o union man, M

“Mamby s my name”
“My, Mamby, were you a nnion nan?”

The suave agent, who nsually took the precaution
of firet making himsell fannirar with the seatiments o

upon whom he comtemplated eollng, before ey

it
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ing so, in order that he might not imperil a sale by
unpleasant veferences, had not thought of the possi-
Lility of dropping in upon afamily who miglt still be
of the Southern Con-

‘

in mourning tor the "lost cause’
federacy, and for a moment he was in doubt what to
say. Dot his hesitation was of sufficiently short dura-
tion not to be noticed, for his keen, sharp mind in-
stantly grasped the situation and he replied:
“Madam, 1 am compelled to confess that during the
days of fratricidal strife my sympathies were with the
people of the South, whom T conceived to be contend-
ing for a principle dear to their hearts, though at
that time I was a resident of Canada and took no act-
ive part on either side. T have been a citizen of this

country but a short time. I am a man of peace, and

[ should be immeasurably distressed to see another
such struggle for Southern independence, realizing,
as | do, the borrors involved in a great war, the blood-
shad, the suffering. the broken hearts and desolate
homes, the waste of treasure and the demoralizing in-
fluences of barbarian and brutahizing warfare. May God
spare this united, prosperous and happy country a
repetition of such scenes as the late war of the Re-

hellion switnes

"Those are our sentiments here, Mr. Mamby., We,
ton, were sympathizers with the cause of the Sounth,
but we have accepted the results of the war, and our
fervent prayers go up for the continued peace and
prosperity of our united couniry.”

A very beautiful sentiment, Mrs. McCoy,” said the
agent, feeling that he was again on safe ground. “You

do well to pray for every blessing vpon all our people.

I wish all the people of this country were praying pea-
ple, and that their prayers might be rightly directed,”
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“Are you a prayviag man, Mr. Mamby?”

# '

Peertanly and’

“1oam glad of that, sir. Tam now prepared ta regard
your book more favorably.”

“And I am glad of that.”

“If you will kindlyv call this evening T think 1t ex-
tremely lkely you will be able te dispose ol a copy of
vour [listory of the Uranco German War. T will speak
to Mr. McCoy abouat it.”

“1 am much obliged, T am sure, Mrs. McCoy. and
I shall be most happy to call at the tme you have set,
At the same time, 1] Mr. McCoy and yoursclf have

leisure, 1t wonld attord me much pleasore to disconrse

for a short time on veligions matrers. L s always a
source of ploasore to ome, whenever it s possible, o
mect those of a sympathetic natnre, to exclinge views
on those affairs of the sou) which should most decply
concern us all.”

“We shall be too happy, Mr. Mamby, to enjov an
evening of religious converse. My danghter Clara and
her-- well, her futare hoshand, we expect ~will be
here this evening, and | doubt not a season spent 1n
exchange of thought an these wmportant matiors will
be agrecable and profitable to them as welll”

“You do not know what pleasure vou have given
me, " said the agent, with every indication of satisine-
tion at the prospecs before him,

Having asked Ars. MoCoy b she was not a member

of the Baptist devomination. to which she returmed

an allirmative answer. the agent took his departure.
As the reader must have already surmised, Book Agent
Manhy was none else than one of the numerons sleek

apostles seol ont frow the new Zion tomake converts

towho ackunowl

to the pecnlinr faith of the s
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George [acob Schweinfurth as the Messiah,  The Mec-
Coys, while people of but modest fortune, would
irable acquisitions. It ap-

nevertheless be very  de
peared to hie that Mrs. McCoy was a person whose
susceptibility would render hor very receptive to his
religious teachings.  He hoped the other members of
the houseliold would be as casy to handle. I not,
the penalty of obtuseness or stubbornness would be
theirs.  He had already settled in Ins own mind that
some one of the family could be made a contributor
to the material resources of Zion; and baving droven
the ontering wedge, by insinuating himsell into the
favor of Mrs. McCoy. he would not desist unti) sue
cess had crowned his offorts. This apostie had already

and 1n several mstances had

made numercus conver

45
completely disrupted family relations in doing so. But
he did not charge himscl with blame because of that.
It was surely not his fanlt 3f his seductive words and
promises were iusufficient to convince an cntire {am-
iy, ttwas enongh for him il avy one member, fully
believing in the Messiah, desired to be “saved.” That
one should not be eternally leost because the others
refused to heed the call.

Mamby was a type of the other aposties with & rov-
ing commission to proselyte. e was a man of per-
haps forty five vears of age.  His face was covered all
around with a Juxuriant  black beard, fringed with
streaks of gray on either side.  His high lorehead de-
acted intellectuality, and was white and clear.  His
small eyes, shaded with fong dark lashes, occasionally

showed a passing gleam of cunning, though thev were
very nearly always cast down in a way that gave s
face avp cxpression ol meeknoss and hunality, a trick

he had doubtles:

3

acquired from the master he sen
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so faithfully, He spoke in a well-modulated vaice,
his intonations being mellifiuent and winning, whilc
his whole demeanor was humility personificd.  These
characteristics were ‘ndubitably the resnlt of assidu-
ous cultivation. but they were not forgotten for a mo-

ment, even when his meek eves would Brichten and
his smooth tongue grow eloquent in advocacy ol the
doctrines he lost no opportunity to incuicate.  His
language was simple and well chosen, andeven those
who conld not bring themselves into sympathy with
his ideas invariably gained the impression that he
was an honest and earnest advocate of the doctrines he
professed,  His dress was generally what might be
deseribed as semi-clerical black and alwavs titted bim
nicely, while his headgear was invariably a black felt
bat.  He was always neatly but not showily dressed.
Such was Apostle Mambyv when he made Ins first
appearance i Shetbyville, and  the same deseription
would need little or no correction today.  He is stll
1ht™ came

selling Looks, as be did before “the great |

to him, and s as eloquently pleading the cause ot ihe
Messiah as of vore. His services bave been greatf, and
he has been the reciprent of many “heavenly” favors;
but it may be sasd in his behall that he was himself
as truc a convert as any lie ever made

When Mamby lett the MceCoy home e ma
way directly to the next house, and then to o dozen

forohies
or more others before evening, speadoms a sond denl
of thne wherever he found those with fesure o neli-
nation to Gdk with hin, This he did often. for the
population of small places, mole and  female, are not
infrequently disposed  to extended ehats when they
mect a stranger, well informed on general topres, and

an entertaining talker; and some ol them have cven
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been known to spend agood deal of time in confabu-
lation with those who were not especially entertain-
ing. He disposed ol some of his books, forhe was a
successful agent as well as an efficient evangelist; but
he found no one he was able to interest to any great
oxtent in the matter of religion, old or new. All the
ladies he met attended church on Sunday, and some-
times found their way to the prayer-meeting and nearly
always to the church sociable.  They were willing to
agree with all Mr. Mamby said respecting the bene-
fits and beauty of a devout life, but they never grew
very earnest in this direction, unless perhaps for a
few days at the annually recurring revival season. It
is therefore doubtful 1f any of them remembered what
the apostle said on the subject of salvation a half
hour after he took lis deparutre. These apathetic,
or easy-going, Christians may be found everywhere,
and they possess at least one advantage over the more
fervent and earnest ones—thev are seldom iuflunenced
or injured by such dangerously insinuating teachers
as Apostle Mamby.

At the appointed time in the evening he repaired
to the house of the McCoys. He found, as Mrs McCoy
had assurcd him would be the case, that besides her
husband there were present her daughter Clara and
Arthur Fitzroy, with both of whom the veader has al-
ready becn made acqnainted.

ft has been noted that Clara McCoy possessed, in
addition to a mind devoid of every form of guile, a
moest attractive personality. Mamby, cver argus-eyed,
at once observed the beauty of tace and figure of the
young girl,  He saw a wonderfully fair complexion,
and a sweetly innocent face, with eves in which the
keen obscrver could read purity, aflection and devo-
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tion. Her form, slender and willowy, only lacked
the fuilness of maturity to make her a perfect speci-
men of youthful womanbood-—a being “a little lower
than the angels.”

Mamby’s mind was made up at once.  She, no mat-
ter how the others regarded him and his teachings,
should become a convert.,  More than that, he would
bear her away to the carthly Zion, that the Master
might sce he was not anmindful of that which most
pleased him. He saw at once he could control fwer
without difficulty, binding her senses so cilectually that
chains would he no more than a temporary bondage
when he called her to Iy to the bosom of the later
Lord.  This much the apostle was convineed of the
moment he looked into her eves. s chiel concern
now was to what extent ithe other members of the
family, and more cspecially Arthur Fitzroy, could be
imfluenced. e would satisfy himselt on that point
before the evening was over.

After a few vonumonplace remarks Mamby  devored
himselt to the sale of his book, which was really a
handsome one, well bound and tvpographieally neat,
and @ worl, worcover, that might be  profitably read.
The agent extolled it and all admired it, and the sale
was soon ctlected,

The company then engaged in pleasant conversation
on general topics, the McCovs, and  younyg [Sizroy
also, being gratinied to hind their transient gnest ooman
of tearning and discornment, well informed and Tave-
e positive opinions on the living  questions ot the
day.  Arthur, better equipped inteliectaalis than
most of those in the community 5 owhich e frved,
found especial pleasave 1o the converse of the stranger,
and for a part of the time these two dued most of the

tallking.
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After a while Mamby cleverly turned the conversation
to religion, upen which subject Arthor had httle to
say - -not that he was skeptical, but his miad upon
these aflairs was in a transitory state. Mis 1deas were
bemng constantly changed or modified.  Therefore his

opiniens, such as he had, were not very clearly de-
fined, and he prefecred ot to discuss a matter upon
which bhe was not preparved to advance ideas of some
sort. He was not willing to uphold what did not ap-

+

pear to him to be reasonable, and to express a doubt
of what he had not fairly investigated he conceived
to be a species of impiety in which he was not in-
clined to indulge.  Thus in religious matters he pre-
sented a contrast of contrarvieties, and was content to
histen while others talked.

When, however, the apostie spoke i glowing periods
of the divine attribiutes of the new Messiah, he began
to question either the honesty or sanity of the speaker.
He listened in silence for some time and  then asked:

“Do you mean to tell we, Mr. Mamby. that your
people believe the head of the Church Trumphant to
be Christ risen again from the dead?”

"We believe the perfectinns of the Nazarene to bhe
focalized in his personabity.”

“Why do you believe this?”

"Decause of the effects which have been produced
upon our lives by his teachings.”

¢
“Mav not the same results be accomplished by the

simple teaching

s of the Scoiptur 1f 1t be the per-
fections of the Nazarene that are, as vou believe,
foculized m the personality of Mr. Schwemiurth, how

can the siyea vise higher thon bs souree?”

“He s himsel! the source. e s miore than Christ,

He is the perfect man and aiso Godo He posscsses
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the attributes of Jesus, and has bis spuit; and, more
than that, he is the Almighty himself”

Arthur was amazed at the calm, deliberate manner
in which the apostle made this statement. and he
looked searchingly into the man's eves with the ex
pectation of detecting symptoms of msanity,  There
were no such signs.  The meek eyes had undergone
| no change; they were as calm as the volce and de-
f meanor of the man who had spoken these extriordi
f 5 nary words. Ile coulid not have given cxpression to
| b the most indiflcrent remark with less perturbation.
]

3

The others, Clara especially, sat as though petniled

C in the presence of a superior being.
P “1t wounld seem to me,” satd Arthur, when he could
ge. “that most people, i the hight
d regard what youn have just said
—that of blasphewmy of the

fnally find langna
of Sceripture, woul
as an unpardovnable oilense-
Heoly Ghost.”

“That is because they, like vou, my dear [riend, do
son,

that by believing in him the world might be saved.

]

i

|

I not comprehend.  God gave his only begotten
!

|

s it not possible for God to reverse his pndgients?

|

)

I You are aware the Scripture says he repented having
b wmade man. Now, having {ound the means of redemp-
tion inadequate, provided swhen he gave Chinst o the
Cross and Calvary, hehas deternined to e another
ceomplish this

SRS SP———

effort to rescne a perishing world, To n

| he has ragsed up from among the people one whom he
has clothed with divinity and power (rom on high

}‘ § oo Thus the head of the Churel Trinmphant s not only
ated with

o | the second person of the Trinity, bat v deles
s Crod hime

the power and authority of God—n fact,
seif.”

Arthur did not reply; he bad made up his noud he

|
|

1
H
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1

v harmless as he

was in the presence of a lunatic
was cloquent in advocacy of his strange ideas, and
soon alter he took his leave, The apostle remained
for some time with the members ol the [amily, mm-

charming them

IRY:

pressing them with his earnes

with his eloguence and transporting  them with the
beautiful pictures be puied of bife in the new Zion.
He told of the calm, peacciul existence  the saints
there led, the perfection of hife, and the joys exper-
tenced in the {ullness of redemption and the benign
ah. Clara was peculiarly moved

presence of the Messs

by these apostolic recitals of the glories of the terres-

- [

trial heaven.  She was especiaily 1mpressed with the
f

divine purity of heart and life of se who bad gath-

cred there to foretaste the ccstatic bliss of the more

glorious heaven bevond the sia Mawhy  had read

Licr arnight when hie told himscll she would be an easy
convert,

When 1t was about t

inie for him to take hus depart
ure he changed his position so that he sat facing Clara

1 1

and could ook her 411 1w the fac

¢, lunoa moment he

canght ber eve. For perbaps twentv secords hie gazed
steadily into those beautitul orbs. That ook penetrated
her very soul,  Then he torned hus head and chatted

! moments, but Clara

pleasantly with the cthers fora
did not speak again while he remained. Before leay-
the members of the

ing he shook hands cordially witd

famiily.  Ie first greeved Lhe lathor, then the mother,

Then he walked over to Clare, whe vose as he ap-
proached.  As hie took her hand he said, o an almost
imandible whisper “Mect me al ten to-morrow’ - at

the same time making a quick downward motion be-

wing so that

fore her with hus lelt hana, purpose
this movement was not observed by either of the par-

Six Yearsio e
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ents.  He then bade her good cvening in his usual
tone of voice, as he had the others, and took his de-
parturc.

Neither father, mother nor danghter saw the trail
of the serpent, but it was there,

Clara, when she shook bands with Mamby, feit a
strapge. inexplicable sensation, much like o person
suddenly awakenced from sleep. She dud not attempt
to accounnt for this, {or her mind st once reverted to
the absorbing topic that had engaged so much atten-
tion during the cvening.  The new Messiah was the
tast thing in her mind when she lost consciousness in
steep,

Her parents. too, when they had retired, debated

1)

aslecp, the ooly conelnsion reached bemg a resolve Lo

long upon what had been told them before they {o

have the apostle again visit theo, 1t he would, aod
fnrther enlivhten them regarding the remarkable man
in whom they already [elt so deep an nterest

But, think von, will Clara micet  the apostle on the
morrow, 11 compliance with his whisperod behest?
Wil she jeopardize Dier reputation. m a comminnty
ienntionwith o stronger

ol whom she had never heard

mach givin o gagsap, by ana

before that evemng,
thouwh he did charm and npress her by his apparent

dovoutness?  And, 1f willing, where wonld she mect

hitn?  He had given no intimation of where e woonld
e found.,  But that was ontirely  annecessary with

one nonder so potenat an aoilnence as fhat which the

apostie cxercised upon Wits bhapless young wouan




CHAPTER VI
THE WOLE AND THE LAMES

Animal magretismu, or mesmerism, 18 a science
that, while undoubtedly practiced centuries ago, is
yet but imperfectly understood. 1tis generaliy known,
however, that it is a force that may be made produet-
ive of incaleulable good if properly directed, and also,
tike every power for good, may be made a power for
mischief.

it is well understood that sieep may be induced
some persgns by passes slowly made with the shghtly
curved open hands of another person, at a distance of
from half an inch to an incl, from the crown of the
head downwards along the face and chest to the pit of
the stomach. Subjects so susceptible have been found
that they have been put 1o sleep with one pass. Others,

again, sorely try the patience of the mesmeriser.
There is no end, perhaps, to the vareties 1n the
degrees of susceptibility w different individnals to the
iefluence of these magnetic manipulations known as
passcs.

Hundreds of persous have

witnessed the phenomena
of the human will operating upon sensitive male
and  female subjects. Mauny and many a time have

persons been made to travel considerable distances

by the force of the sitlent will of another.
This mention is made of cne or two well authenti-
cated scientific facts 1n order that a variety of o
5

1~
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rences herein Mm mentioned may  not seem incredu-
lons and thus be set down as inventions of the writer
pure and fr:,im;»iu.

All the morning feliowing tlw Jdiscussion, in which

mind

the apostle made so decp an pnpression, Clara
was Glled with wiee he had sard, and ot intervals she
and her mother discussed the maiter with considerable
animation.  The thoueht of joining the connmuonity
at Zion had not ccourred to Clara, though she was
ativred by the ndea wiven her of Lasking in the beoig-
nant presence of one whose personality contained all
the constitnents of divine grace, love and power.
When the honr of ten o'clock came she felt herself
able force to pot on her hat

impelled by some inespli
and walk one. The mw-lihj.,;' with the apostle had not

aecurred to her ol any time daring the morning, or she

might have mentoned it to hier mother, and that csti-
mable weonan, less susceptible to such miluences as had
been brought to bear on her danghter, might have
or at least

deemed 1t proper to provent the meeting

b present herseld Clavn did not realize where she
;
was coine. Sl ondy folt that an ompalse had serzed

her which she wns pot only mncapable ol yesisting but
which provented her apprising others of  her mten-
trons, I nonoment wore she was pot o even con-
seious of what she waa doing. She quietiy put on her
stole quictiy from
but not  hiried
irresistible power

fat and, without clommeing her dres

the bouse and

step to where
of attraction.

A walle of fve mirntes inoany dircction was snuffi-
cient to toke anvone bevond what was, Ly ueneral
consent, L Tiniis ol Shelbvvilies Thoye were bhold

clifle, oreat, viwinns precipioes, occasional gentle de-
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clivities and dangerous paths that wonnd their serpen-

tine course in and around and up and down the sides

of the ¢lifls, Mawmby had {ollowed one of these paths

until he reached a coyp

se. Fhis he entered, and, find-
ing a scat on the decaying stump of what had once
been o large forest tree, awaited the arrival of Clara.

e knew she would come, for she could not help
herself; and he was therelore not surprised

when he

bad been seated a few minutes, 1o hear the cracking
of the dead twigs beneath her fect aud to see her di-
rectly afterward enter the wooded retreat which he
had selected to exclude them from the observation of
those who might by some mischance follow the path
by which sbe Liad come.

Though she wore the simple calico in which she
had all morning attended to her household diities, and
a broad, plain straw hat shaded her fair face from the

sun, he thonght he never saw anyone more beantiful.
Fer sommnambulstic condition rendered her a trifle
paler than was hev wont, but the effect of that on one
in perfect health s but to enhance the natural charors
of person.

The spostic rose to meet her, his  gratification
plainly visible an his small cves, which now, instead
of being meck, twinkled ke {win stars with the in-
ward satisfaction that consmmed him, She smiled no
grecting as he took her hands, for she cxperienced
neither delight vor regret at the meeting. She did not

cven appear to know  that she was there.  She was

erely o pleces and aonwost beautifnl piec of ani-
miate clay, subiject entirely to the power of his will
andd totaltby rncapable of resistances. There was a wol-

syvess o stind longing in his heart,

far he did not. The

re Was o power
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ration to vouw. I, however, you are not inclined to
fisten to the voice of the Lord’s scrvant erying in the
wilderness, | shall have no more to say, but will per-
mit yoir to return to your home at once,”

“Tam witling toharken unto the words of the Lord,”
reptied the girl, still showing some timidity; “but 1

cannot understand how I camwe here. A moment ago

I was at home by the sude of my mother; now I am
here.”

“No doubb it 1 very snrprising to vou; but yvou must
bear in nund the Lord has unlimited power. Time
and distance are as naught to }}im He can convey
you or me to the nttermost ends of the earth in the
twinkling of an eye.  He has ’)Yon sht you hiere 1o a
second’s time, even without your knowledye, He
conld take you io where he reigas on earth jist as
gquickly, but he would much prefer 1o have you go of
your own free will.  He does not want those near
him who are not [aithful believers,  Were such ones
to o b would send them from him.  Ile has secen
that your heart is inclined to him.  Is it not so?”

“y

richt i the s

murmured the giel; "I want 1o do what is

*y

pht of the Lord,  But it would be very
hard to teave my parents and—"
Iere she pansed abruptly

"Yes, ves: know whom you mean,” rephied the wily

postle, with kindoess 1o hig tone. "Bat does not the

hml},*
ar. enjoiu the faithind to leave father and wother and

with winch [ ame sure von roust be tamil-

1
all else and {ollow the Lord?”

[, now. dear sister, b think vouw understand,
and T am not going to press vou.  Go o back to vour
home, say nothing to anvone, and carry this matter to
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the privacy of vour voom in praver. The Lord himself
will divect you and todl vou whai vou shonkd do. But
] whether vou go or stac, keep Tamoan maind always,
and be witlh e vour gavde and comforn Wil vou
promise me to do

Yoo, s Dowadl pronuse.’

“SWell, dear, taathiiad, holv siscer.
vou Tale oft veur hat and recowve myv b .

He placed ns band npon her head, looked down into
her cves o few moients, ond again she was in the
same condinion in whieh she armved, She was once
more clav in his hands, the subject of his willl Asa
precanitonary measure, and mnorder to hring hor more
absolutely under his contrel, e made a nwsber of ex-
perimental magietic manipilations,

, into what would boe o normal condition of «lecp, and
then, by a few additional passess making her forn per-
% ; foetly Having thorenghly satshed hineelf, he
i vedineed the rigidity and bronght her hach 1ot state
§ . o which he prst her, e then wl
o thto her car:
L “Meot me doomeht at eleven olelock,
) Tle now pernntted her 1o veturn to ey Bone, the
‘ mecting in the copse not hemyg of eore than fon mine
E : A 0t ton Clara startod away ab o brisk =00p over
5 3 ‘ the parch by wineh she caoe
} ‘ Peosiil b ooy (o conchade frony the action of Mamby
f fho he was doneell direct v subyect 1o the wall of
i ; and dare not do what he koew wontd not
I meet awith the approval o the Mesoab o L omsessed
. : 1 stroves poeeons, Hhat, des e cirenmatanees just des
: ( soribed o would boave heon mpessibie G him to
: X curhs bt for the waperion posoeg o heenl B oens
rhratfed.  droavas for the mastes podende what
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disposition should be made ol the beautiful victios
his apaostles brovnght to hin
Whern Clara had been gone a fow nmunates Mamby

\

emerged [rom his concealment, and sauntered down the

P

winding path to the village inu, where he ordered las
horse and carriage and set

out for fearing about

istant. There he he

miles , my books
a week or so belore, :md dnring his visxt had run

across an old man and wife who were bothh verging

s of the rneces

on senility,  They had vague ide sity

of embracing some sort of religion befare the o1l in the

lamp of lile gave out entirely, and, taking advantage
of their senescence, Mamby had cndeavored 1o per-
suade them to disp(m: of  their belongings, add  the
cash to thetr accumulated store and pass the remwainder
ot their davs in the ineffable franquility of the new

Zion. The gnsuspicions old couple were disposed to

act upon  this andd  for that reason Mamby
wanted to drive over and complete the as‘r‘zl,ngon’mnls

goetting back in time fo attend to hus busimess in She

,_.

byville.
There was not much of his time when  the fatful
apostic was not at work for his master.




When Clara left the apostle she walked back home
as briskly as she had gone to mect ham, giving no
heed 1o anyone as she went along.  As shie nearcd her
ite side of the

home Arthur passed her on the oppe
street. She did not seew to sec him and he wondered
at it. He noticed she was walking as though mtenton
reaching home asquickly as possible, and thuorefore
determined not to accost her; nevertheless, hie was
l

[le passed un, a

1

surprised that she did not even Jook in bis divectivn and

exchange the castomary salutations.
trifle nettled, to his destination. and she to her home.

ftotakes o overy small matier sometimes Lo owaken

the suspicions of a lover,  Ttois Jitheult o clinate
from the purest quality of jove every trace of jeal
onsv.  The mest dimimutive spark  will ofteoties
produce a conllagration tn the huwman bresst, coaring
the heart perhaps beyond the alleviation that the balm
of affection should afford. The mrore Arthuar permit-
tod himself to cogitate upon the stranse aobmon of
Clara my passing him apon the narrow  viiheoe street
without @ sign of recognition. the more he heoame
persuaded that something was wrone.  Sael o thing

was  unprecedented, and  conscaguentiy nespiicable

And from the very fact that he conbl conceive of no

reason or maotive 1o prowmpt  or warrant s h action,

the occurrence soon resolved tsell mto something of
Y
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the nature of a mystery, and a mystery where love
is concerned soon becomes o tovture; and  whe,
shortly after the noon hour, he found his torture be-
coming unendurable, he resolved to go and sce Clara.
He could not convince himself that she might merely
have been indulging a fit of abstraction—a condition
into which all people fall occasionally—and with her
mind thus preoccupied had for the nonce peritted
Ler accepted lover to pass within a few feet of her.
No; he would have to go and sce her--not that he
intended to broach this particular circumstance, une
less in a jocular way, because, in the event of every
thing being just as it should be, he did not want her to
fancy for a moment that his confidence in ber devo
tron was anything but unbounded.

Clara had barely reached her home again when she
awoke from her mesmeric condition with a start. She
glanced quickly and uneasily about the roowm, nncer-
tain that she was in possession of her faculties or that
she was really where she scemed to be. But there
could be no mistake. There she was in the home
kitchen, where every article upon which her eves rested
was as familiar as the face of her loved mother, whom
she heard moving about in an adjoining room. As
Clara had gone and returned by the kitchen door, that
being nearest the road she felt impelled to take, her
short absence from the house was not observed,

“U must have slept miserably indeed last night,”
said the girl to herself, “when 1 actually stand Lcie
in the kitchen at my work and go to sleep. And such

P | - 1
a dream as 1 had! 1 thought | was transported as

though by magic to a lonely grove where Apostle
Mamby was waiting for me. I was terribly {rightened
at first, and then we had such a pleasant talk on rolip-

w relig
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jous matters. L oam in dfavor with the Lovd, he said,
and he would have me by bis side in his terrostnal
abode and wive me perfect vanquiliny all my days
And 1 promised the apoestle to pray tor direction and
guidance, that the Lord mwight tell me what to do.
Dear, such adrean! All the result of that talk we had
last night. 1 will ask for dircetion m oy prayers this
evening and perhaps my mind will become clearer, 1
also promised iy dream 1o say nothing to anv one
I will not speak of 1. They wouald Jaugh at me-—or
send for the doctor.”

Thus the girl’s thonghts van along all the forenoon,

and when Arthur came soon afier dinner she feit not

anly the sensations of joy that usually mark  the near

approach of the object of one’s atlections, but bLelieved

his presence would divert her thoushrs from the groove
in wlhich they bad heen running afb day with an effect
that was hegroning to depress her spirits,

As Arthor drew near she turned to b with the old;
happy, mnocent look of joveous welcome that can be
counterfirted by no other leclhing Hmn thot of the

i« heart.
] the

mists of dread that had chidled his manly jeeert, and

gonaine fove that spring

5{;)('1'{{ LIeoit Sty

H\;z! took w sutlicient for ,\r’l?im, H

rofled back every cloud of jeadonsy that foo o brief
tiine obscured the inciflabic loveliness and punty of

the sweel ereature he abmost worsbipoed

“How ds my Hitle gl feeling wo day he asked, as
he went farward and lovingly kissed her willing lips.

“Nerv owell, Avthor denr,” shie voplhied, "o hardly
as owoell ag nsual,”

“And what distresses v sweethenn 27

“Dthink nothing wore than thae ©didatt aleep very
well tast night
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1 am not surprised,” he said, speaking more sen
ously, “after what you heard from that man. b am
not ;1 very devout Christian, | know, and have no
right to dircet o that particalar branch of duty, but if
[ were a consistent member of onr little church over
there, or of any other orthodox church, for that mat-
ter, [ am afraid 1 should bu inclined 1o pronounce
that man—apostie, as he calls himsell—either an art
ful knave or a conswmmate tool”

“Q, Arthur!” she cricd, with a leok of mingled sur-
prise and pain; “please do not speak like that |
do not believe a man can talk so earnestly and bheau-
tifully about holy things without being deeply 1mbued
with religious feeling.”

“But, child,” argued Arthuar, “think for a momemt
of the very ridicalousness of his preposterous clanns,
and especially his asseverations inrespect to the ving-
glorious pretensions of this person whom he calls the
Messiah,  Why, such rodomontade should not Le ex-
pected to emanate from any one outside  of
house.”

i omad-

“Arthar, dear. vou should not speak like that,  [lo
scemed such a good man; and he talked so o intellis
gently on every subjoct, and quoted Scripture in sup-
port of every proposition he Jaid down.”

“Undoubtedly he did; Tur the

iy

darlk visaged
sonage with the cloven hoofs is also credited w
being able to do the same thing with

remarkalile
facility, 1T am willing to admit that 1 found hin well
informed, mstroctive and entertainiog on all topics
DProubtiess he is a person of ed-
ucation and acwmen, and given to deep med

ation on
matters of import, and L will be charitable cnongh (o
i s convicons. b

L oy

ontside of this one.

concede that he is honest
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this one question of religion, as you will understand
yourself when vou turn on the clear fight of common
sense, he is siraply & monomaniac—-harmless ciiough,
I apprebend, nevertheless at variance with Tis wits
when in the realm of religion. 1 hope, dear, you have
not let him vex your wind with lis lalincimarions?”
“I confess I have been deeply mmpressed by lus con-
versation, and hardly know what to make of it. Father
and mother scemed to think much of 1 as well”
“Perhaps they did. Your father and mother, how-
ever. have well grounded religions convictions, They
. of this

are witling to be entertained by the eloquenc
agent, and may perhaps feel forced to conipliment
his unwavering devotion and allegiance to his master,
but their belief, 1 opine, is not Liabic te be sitluenced
by everv new light that flits throuwl the neixiborhood
hool a theily, and

of Shelbyville, Iike the humineus

is then lost in the darkness of night or paled intoins
i centu-

stgmificance by the reflected hight of nwinewee
ries ago; and more especially s this trae wihen such
improbable doctrines and monsivous pretepsions are
presented for the serious contemplation of  a devout
mind. 1 have no other reasonabie theaory 1o advance
for this man's beliel, allowing han all sioecoity, than
that T have alveady given, namel v, thiat i s a mono
maniac, "

"Maybe vou ave righn, Avthor,” sawl the v, unable
to combat the fogic of ns remarks,

Utk Tarn, dears and L hope vou will dismiss
bisn and Bis absurdities  from voor mingd Think o
more of hon henceeiorih Uiy hin Jenoe the village
beture noon, and you will probaliv neyer see or heat
of i aganm. fust take the bLesom ol roason and

B

brovm the Just vestige ol this reiigious hitter from
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: { g0 deep, v hitde
your mind; then, with a good night’s sicep.

soan, aud, when Dsee that,

sweethoeart wi

you know how pleased bowdd ‘
e patted bor chocl allectionately with the closing

up duto his o face with a

Arthur, as vou always are,

voolittle  oirl has moral

3

th, as weil as grace aod
Ler th e il

P kooew her thoughus, Tike

a woell-teninered sword blade, will not remam warped
when the restiaining cause has been ramoved, [ mst
now go to work,” he added, Toolang at his warch, 7
should have postponed my vigt anul cvening. but |
wanted (o tell to yvou, and--well, 1 just couldn’t stay
away, that's allL”

And then he hissed valned away

with his nund at rost; materially

strengthened by ber conversation with ey stre

i
manly, seosible fover. 11 ois troc she could not ox-
clude the apostle ¢t hoer wond, but she was

not perplexed and

as betere. Counld she have
been Telt free from bis baoelal intlucnce for o fow days,
e and his Messiah would have

What of the apostle

ont of her niind.

duving this fime?

SRRt

Sixonles 15 not noch o a drive ordinarilv Over

weved g T ¥ ol .
good roads, thongh  there woere no oxtra cood ronds
RREE P = \‘ 5 - L by

around the neiechborhood ol Shetbvvities the moun
tiinous face of the country i i |

i this poa el ar,

\ o ruads are on
N il ot N {

stocondition, albeit Jnsallerabiv duses, Pl

sGon reached the home

QX Yo b iioavon

H

of Farmer Wit~
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comh and his wife, the aged couple whom he expected
to make the victims of Tus avaricious muachinations,

[t is some satisfaction at least to note that here he
met with an unexpected and grievous disappomtment.
The simple old couple, contrary to Mawbyv's  wistrue-
tions, had mentioned his plan to a casual visitor; the
visitor, in turn, had mentioned it to a distant relative of
the old people—~wha. by the way. had "expectations”—
and he, beconming suspicious, at once mstituted an in-
gquisition. The result was that the relative, and several
of his neighboring friends with whom he discussed the
alfair, were seriously minded, when the apostle again
mide his appearance, to make the occasion a miemora-
ble one by treating him to a short but interesung ex

cursion, in which the emissary of the Mussialy, astride

of one of the numerous rails to be found in the neigh-

borhood, would be the most entertaining feature, \When

Mamby reached the house he found a lusty wan press
ent with the aged couple —-a sort of bucolic flarberus
upen whow the expenditure of a week of apostolic elo-
quence would have had ne perceptible efiect, This 10~
dividuat quickly mmtmated to Alwmnby the pleasing
prospect before him il he wouold kindly wair nntil the

i, Lo use

e conld got together: but the apostle, s
a valgarisin hiad "heen there before,” figmativeh folded
lirs sacordotd robes, Tnid away his Urinh Heap hoe
mibie, ared Tarely stavtled the game along the route as
fie Tefr the \Whitcomb domain hehind.

P notb Bis purpose (o go o hack 1 “iheibvville

antil altesr dark Vonnmber Bad seen b leave, and
. . . R , ¢
Loowaonted the tmpaession to prevart that e bad leit
£ . , .
for woods fle bad expected (o spend jhe e with

the Whitcombe, hut lis plans there bad woeiobly mis

carried This onlyv recourse was Lo <derve on Lo some
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new f(eld, where he might work alvantageously unt 1
the shades of night had fallen.  He had no feat ol be-
ing followed, for he knew that oll that was w anted by
the friends of the old couple was to effectunlly frighten
him from the neighborhood. He was willing to admit
they had succeeded 1 doing that, but perhaps another
of the apostles could succ(zssiu]ly work the mine he
had discovered, to the glory of the word and the ma-
terial benefit of the heavenly exchedquer,

Shortly before eleven o’clock that night a carriage
was dm\«w cautionsly to a point near the residence of
the McCoys.  The strects were descerted and every
house apparentiy shrouded in dmkness. The pale
moon, occasionally cmerging from beliind the soaeces
sion of sweeping clouds that passcd ncioss the {ace of
the stelliferous vault, afforded the colitary occnpant of
the vehicle, scereted in the friendly shadow of a build-
ing, an opportanity of watching the lencth of the
street in either direction, aud he ke
vigil.

Presently a slicht female figure, clad as though

el

ptono  carcless

preparcd for a journey, came noisclessly toward  the
carriage.  Iu a mowent the occupant had helped her
i, arranged the hight robes and started quictly

away,
There were not,

erhaps, three other persons awake

e < N s . &

1n Shelbyville when the apostle and Clara rode dows

shadows of
e overhanging cliffs and trees  that fringed

nous roadway.

the village strect and  disappeared in the
t}

the sin-
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We have already been anformad, o the pathetic
taie which the

fanedlady of (he tavern on the ohils re-
!

Tatod to William Hatheld, of the  overwholooayg dis-

tress that wrung the heonrts of  the wretehed pavents

when they found the davghter upon whow they doted,

1

the treasure and joy of their hoosohold, had vone from
them. We have seen, aleo, that the nrestery which
enveloped her gomg
ing vears. and that, when every citort to

hoer had proven futite, they resigned

thery gricf, o i the belief, wihnel woes -

propie of the vilhage and pewghborhood,

nocent sond nofortonite o Lo them

mied aflected

ne more. Uhudonbitediy,

by brooding ideas which

tho stranger hersell

gito | Ak waters of tho viver aod was carred away

forever on carth, [t i 11 nothing

U@\T(}Yth(}’

from ther

was ever found ta substantiate thas ba

accopted he the hearvthrolon juarents and

Torss of wis

sympathizmge friends s the Ble o pianation
There was one, howeyver, ihis gen-
craliv ;l(‘(l‘p'i;".!; thoeory of

b ble disap-
pencanee, That one was Arthar Friroy, bee pronised
fo b wriel he

Soyios ot Limes;

busband, e

searcely Linew
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and thus, while all who knew him prtied i and con
they gave Hittle leed to s

miscrated his distre
suggestions during the search for the lovely wirl who
had a place i all their hearts. s preconception of
the character of the apestle led him to bebeve tha
persen in some way concerned 1o the terribie aflair.
Otliers thought diflerently,  beecause the agent Jrad
boen secn to leave the village eight or ten hours before
Clara conid have gone from her home.  Arthur had
awider range of knowledge than most of those around
Lhim. The idea of mesmerie influence oceurred to him
the first day of his sweethesrt’s disappearance, but he
mentioned his thoughts to no one, because he well kuew
that, when the grief of the compumity had snbsided,
he would be made the butt for the gibes of the thought
less, and Deartless woere he toadvance suchi an dea.
After associating the apostle with the disappearance
of Clara for some time, the idea took such complete
possession of him that ne amount of arcument could
have convinced him that the one he loved so tenderly
had perishied 1 the wmanner they all believed,  In-
deed, he felt within himself that the  sweet gird had
been reserved for a condition worse thay  death, and

he reg

stered a vow that, whatever others mghit say
or think, he wonld search for ber wunul he :4(‘(\111'0,‘(]
something wore tangible than the vusupported  belief
that she had taken her Jife in a wowent of mental

P R, M 5 ' .

aberration. e had called Mamby & monomaniac on

the subject of relivion s Iriends, 5f :

e ubject of religion. Dis driends, 1 cognizant of
T NN CTrTION eviro Lo ] . NS

ais nnermost thoughts, would hiave simitarly charac-

terized hiny in Jus adbierence (ot

L

. tlen of mesmerie
influence.
Nevertheless, in spite of his coution, when Le ook

Atsdeparture frone Bheibyville, without intiwstng
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even to his parents where he was going, it was gen-
erally agreed that his nund, too, had becownie atlccted
by the croshing and unexpected blaw whicl had come
to hing in the toss of the cherished object of by devo.
tion, Iu this, perhaps, people woere i oa measure
correct, though knowing nothing of the source ot the
hope that anrmated him. When his abscnce was pro-
tracted nto years, the wiseacres shook thew «dignifed
heads knowingly and saad: L teld vou so;  the poor
yonng man went clear daft over his wnfortumee Jove
atlaiv. He will probably wander aimlessly around the
world as fong as he hves.”

Had Arthar nou been so deeply concerned  timself,
or had he started on this mission on some oue else’s
account than has own, so that his mind  conid have
been divorced from the distress which consiantly op-
pressed him and blunted the nataral  keenness of his
skken the

perceptions, he would probably have ove
object ot his search i a short time,

b ihe cool of the evenimyg one day he guictly stole
aut of the village, taling the same road «overed by
the apostle and Clara o the Tast evenufat aight the
girbs friends hud seen her, Tt was one of the only two
act from the
vitlage, e walked with a long, swing siride that
Wl oand inoa trifle

carrtage roads by which cgress conld be

carried hum rapidly  over the

over three hours he reached the nearvest milway sta
von, distant from Sclbyvitle some twelve miles. He
in the

found therce was no tram until two o'clo
morninyg, so that there was nothing for hin 1o do bat
to wart until that  time —nearly three hones and 2

half
Phe bitde station house was deserted by 1] except

the night operator, who did not ovince a very strong
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disposition to be sociable. Most of the time lie sat m
an arm-chair before the ever-clicking instruments al-
ternately smoking and dozing. Arthur did not mind the
man’s taciturnity, for of late he prsfurrcd to be aione
with the somber thoughts that continually followed
him.,

After a while, however, a thonght occurred to b,
and he arose from the hard depot bench upon which
he had been partially reclining. Going over to the win-
dow of the little compartment, which was both ticket
office and operating room, he said to the silent occu-
pant of the arm-chair:

“By the way. May [ inquire which way the two
o’clock train goes—-east or west?”

The operator leisurely sent several whilfs of blue
smoke circling into the air before he deigned to notice
the question, and then he turned his head stowly and,
looking curiously at the inquirer, replied:

“Both ways.”

“How is that? I don’t exactly understand what
you mean,” said Arthur, wondering if he wouldn’t
better go and sit down until the operator called him
to receive his answer,

But the operator, much to his surprise, only waited
a moment this time before he replied:

“Number one and number six pass here, one going
east and the other going west.  Which way do yvon
want to go?”

“I don’t know," said Arthur, hesitatingly.

“Well, you better make your mind up on that point,
How do you expect me to sell you a ticket if vou
don’t know where you want to go?” '

"I have not yet made up my wind,”

Arthur quietly
responded, )
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either way, so that I don’t get mixed on those who
do go. You sece, these are both limited trains and
wouldn’t stop here at all, only it’s their passing point.
When one train or the other is late, and they pass
somewhere clse, neither of them stops herc. K

“Yes; I understand.”

“Well, along abont three weeks ago a man and
woman got on here going cast—the Jast passengers 1
had for either of those trains, unless you arc going to
be one. He drove up here in a buggy along about one
o'clock and asked if the train east was ou time and
would stop here. I told him it would stop, avd he
said he would drive to the hivery barn and leave his
rig and be back and get tickets for himself and sis-
ter.”

“And he came Dback?” asked Arthur, with growing
interest.

“Yes; he and the lady came back in a {ew minutes
and bought tickets through to Kansas City.

“Can you describe either of them?”

"I can’t tell anything about the lady, becunse she
wore a veil and 1 didn’t hear her speak during the
whole time they were waiting., 1 took this armchair
out for her and she sat down in it and seemed to go
to sieep.  She was slight built and I should judge a
good deal vounger than the man.”

“And the man: what was he like?”

"Ile was a kind ¢’ sharp looking
as though he might have been

“Ind be wear a full black beard 2™

“Yes; and black felt hag.”

chap—-appcared
cher. ™

“
And Liad small, meek looking cves and generally
subdued deporunent ?” v )

0 Vet o el g
Just what T was going 1o say. The fellow wasg ag
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mect as Moses, and had a soft, smooth sway of talk-

ing, kind o out of the ordinary, that makes @ man
noticed.”

“How old would yvou rodge bint 1o be?”
O, Tlong about forty or fortvetive.”

Grear beads of verspiration were rolling down Ar-
thur's face, and 10 was with extreme dilliculiy e could
o .

restrain hiusclf from breaking out noa flood of in-

vective against the villamous agent. e turned from

caition and tocdiately

the ollice window to hide his o
besan to pace the iloor of the watting room ke a
bl H Fae)

caged tiger.  The operator rose [rom his chor, Jad

down his pipe, and, opening the oifice door. <tood and

fookued at Avthur for some moments with surprise upon

;-

his fearares. Tinadlv he ventured to renoaw, withe

out leaving bis post at the door s

“Must be veu recognize the

1 do”

1
1
{

weripition 2

§

said Avthar, oo biosmse voree, 1w n

Cand attempling to conirod hivisel
“Who was he?”

moent’s hesttation, dorving whocl time be sharaiy scru-

b wal
asked  the operatoar, aiter a mo-
tinized Arthur's {ace,

“He was,” rephied  Arthar, with g oxtreordinar
i

effort to speak calmiy, “what he wdd s the most
consummate and diabolical sconndvel 1L Has o« ver been
miyvoansfortune to oweet, 1 oshall have &0 oxeroise @
marvelous power of restriction o 1 do oo ill him
when we moect,”

ti ¥ .
Pl oporstor drew back, e thoneeh be

veus i retreat
v any hos-
Arthur,

observing that he Laod stactled (e an by his vebe

it his office and Holt thie door 1 theae

tule demensteation op e part of the olhorn

TCTCE, s s

TPhere s von oeednt be alvad ol e i not as




A STERN CTTASE 77

dangerous as my languaye would 1mply. If"\'(m were
acquainted with the circnmstances you woulq xmdmw]
stand my pertwbation. 1 did not know where I wanted
to vo when | came here, bul on the strengih of what
infu’n'na{i(m you have SIven e, i, too, will take a
ticket for Kansas City.”

“All right,” said the eperator, walking back 1nto
his office; “you shall have it But perhaps this sanc-
timonious chap was only working a blufl when he
bought tickets to Wansas City. [le may have changed
his route before he got haif way there.”

“What vou say may be true,” replicd Arthoar; “but

I ¢an only start as he started and trust to judicious
inquiry for forther information. Perhaps the con-
ductor or train men will remember these passengers
for the same reason that you do and be able to tell
me something of their subsequent movements. L oam
hopeful that T will gain some additional  mnformation
in this way.”

“That’s so!” replied the operato

“Now that Uve got my ticket,” continued  Arthur,
as he carefully placed the fong ship of paper 1a his
pocket, “perhaps you could find out just how the train
east is—if on time or late. [ would like
to the livery barn and make
before [ leave.”

to run over
some further inquiries

P ask,” replied the operator, whose sympathy
with the stranger, coupled with the possibility of there
being “something in it,” made him quite accommo-
dating.

There was an jvcreased clicking of instruments for
a few moments and theu the operator arose and said:
“Both trains are reported on time, ™

Arthur then started for the Tivery barn with the
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hope of gleaning something further in that direction,
He realized that he would probably have to awaken
a sleepy. and therefore gromly, attendant: but it
could not be helped; he must know all be conid pos-
sibiv learn before he left lor kansas City, «nd  the
only way to get nformation was tu seck it where it
was most likely to be found.

The tdea that had invaded his mind the very first
day of Clara’s absence, and clung to him dunng the
siucceeding three weeks, now became a certainty,  He
was as surce as he was that he hived, since Ins talk with
the operatar, that the man and woman who boarded
the early worning train three weeks ago for Kansas
City were the agent and Clara.  And he was just as
thoroughly convinced that mesmeric influence had been
emploved to compass her abiduction. Had Lo confided
his misgivings to any ordinardy sensible oitizen he
waoald probably have been set slown as a nt subject
i

for at least friendly care and restriction: bt he felt

he was right, and the developments of the wight had
climaated the last shred of doabt from b mind.

In a short time he retnrned to the station [rom the
1 with less

fevery barn, having pursned has nguoies
<« not with-

difficalty than be antieipoated. The visit w.
aroused

out resnlts, The sompolent attendant, wi
and broueht thoronehly to lis senses by omwans of a
sihver dollar vubboed caretidly on the polo ol us hand,
recollected perfectly reoeiving oorig from wian, whose
description agreed  with that of Mambsy, shout three
aced the

weeks betores The man was an agent, and
riz for aoweek, depositing the requisite seonsity hefore
b took it drows the b, browas retinne-d o day bes
he had

forves the &HEHIIIH('{I trme, the poeut staangy

fornnd Dosiness nnsatisfoctory and would  ty his fort
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anes 1o some nther part of the country where ready
money was more abundant.  There was no lady with
the a;;"fjﬂ{ when be returned the horse and carriage,
nor was therce any one with him when he engaged the
rig.  In fact the barn attendant was sure the agent
was alone when he left the village on his first arrival,
for he saw him, after he procured the cariage, drive
to the only hotel in the place, put his supplies in the
vehicle, and drive north along the Shelbyville road.
1§ there was 4 lady with him when he returned the rig,
he must have left her at the station or somewhere
else, for the attendant had not seen her. As the hotel
was not kept open after ten oreleven o'clock at night,
Arthur concluded that the apostle had stood his vie-
tim in some doorway of the deserted street wiitle he
disposed of the horse and carriage and prepared to
return to the station.

“Here's a dollar to buy cigars with,” said Arthor to
the operator on his return. " You have given me very
valuable mformation, and if the younyg lady {or whom
I 'am seeking is found, you will be remembered in a
way that will be entirely satisloctory to you."

“All right,” said the other, as he pocketed the dol-
lar; “don’t be afraid to call on me if 1 can du anv-
thing to help you.” )

“My vame is Arthar Flizroy, and if you should re
ceive a telegram here from me for anvone in Shelby-
ville, do you suppose you could get 1t there?” i

“Yes; by hirmng a livery rig and some one to «drive
over with it. That’s the way ! had to do with a mes
sage for Dro Shaanon not long avo.”

] “\'Cr,\'\ well: 1t I send one hasten it (0 its destina-
tion as {ast as you can.”

"Sure!  HHere’s vour train 3
-oderets your train. Good Inek to vou, and
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don’t forget your most obedient  servant, (reorge
Brooks. ™
T4 few moments Arthur wos speeding along onhis

way to RWansas City,




CHAPTER IX

THE LORD S WILL EiR DONE

Clara was not a little surpriscd, when she again
awoke to consciousness, to find herself amid altogether
strange surroundings. Her hat, gloves and other arti-
cles had been removed and she was reclining comfort-
ably on an easy couch. A short distance from her sat
a woman of perhaps thirty years of age, swaving
slowly back and forth in a Sleepy tHollow rocker and
engaged In some species of feminine handieraft, The

room was neatly but pot expensively furnished. Thure

were several pictures, mostly religions studics, upon

the walls.  One pictare, hung divectly opposite where

Clara lay, attracted her attontion.  She recounized

in it a reproduction ol the face of the Savior,

as she
had seen it vepresented tuvie and agem, excopt that
the halo that s usually made to surronnd the face of

She afterwards
was a very correct and fairly well exee
cnted painting of the Messinh, Georgoe ]

the “Man of Sorrows” was onntted.
learned that 1t

acob Sehwein-
furth. Tt set hev thinking at once, brivg

1w to nnnd
a train of thouvhts that embraced the

viences of the lest foar Jdays,  She
dream which made her

exciting  expe-
remembered the
seets an the
apostle, and his conversation returned with tm
distinctnce

DIESsIve

s o her mind: “The Lord can take you
gl

Six Yearsln Meaven 6
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into his presence 1o the twinkling of an eyve.” Had
he broneht her bhere?

Presentiy she made aomoyement whiel attrocted the
attention of the woman sitting near horo win, seeing
she had awakened, went o her covchiand kindiy said:

“Uow do vou feel, sister? You have bad o long

and deep sleep. Are vou not vefreshed?
Fncournged by the kindiy tone of the wonian, Clara

r -
answered
“I o feeling very well, thank youo Bar 2verything
s so stranze. D do not kpow swheve T anss ond 1 can-
not mmagine hew I came to be here You wiil tell me,
will you not#
ai e Lord, far

“Yes, sister; vou arc in the honse
away from vour home, e has called von to go to

{he woammons?”
When the

him.  Ave vour not pleased Lo answer

2

Lt s not for me to say, " rephied Chivo
Lord valls it is mandatory. 1 have cvee Loen taught
to resign mvselh to the lord s will 7

"That 18 very proper  instraction i

woover, you
err, sister, i thinking the Lowd is diapoacd to enforce
Yoti hindy house

VOUr presencs aiony the

evaded.

of Zion. e mandates,

fe wins by
the e to all
cnded to re
cvirile heatt;
bt how maove O, how aovi guiords ofuse Lo heat
St the stnbineoeas of the

Pl abwan s o tnabioaie

lns pleadimg v .
worltd doos nor ineite his swenth, clae by oo id destroy
ve bt e v orreved that the falleon croatores to whom
and dor
endowed

be b given Dife, cndned

with she mspiniting hope ob o bicsi dnnmortalitys
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should set at naught his wholesome laws, violate his
divine commands, deride his holy name, and utterly
refuse to bend the knee in penitence and receive his
blessing. Notwithstanding  this, he st knocls
without at their hearts, willing to overlook the past
if the erring one will but become repentant and tread
the path of rightecusness.  His call 1o you, dear sis-
ter, has been an exceptional oune.  You are divinely
favored. The Lord desires to have you near him, to
make you pure and holy and place you beyond the
pale of sin even while on earth. The acceptance of
this proflered grace remains with yourself,’

“But what of my dear parents? What will they
think of my absence?"

“"You must disnuss them from your mind., They are
mercly earthly parents.  The Lord is your heavenly
parent; his love transcends theirs, even as his power
and knowledge surpasses that of the puerile creatures
whom he could destroy with a breath. Perbapsit may
please him to call your parents as well. Th

yoare de-
vout people and will be rewarded in the life to come.
If he finds they may be made instrumental in advance-
g his kingdom he will call them, even as hie has
called you.”

“The Lord’s will be done!™ cried Ciara.  “Henee-
forth 1t will be wmy delight to be the humble
ment of his will.”

mstri-

“That is right, dear sister; the Lord would

not
have brought vou here had he

not known  how vour
heart was inclined. 1le does not
side who do not love him, Wonld
and partake of

take those (o e
you hke (6 pijee
some refreshment 2
e i ey . N

I believe § would, Clara answerod,

At this moment the door opened and a man of ner-
' pe
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1aps sixty, of dicnified demeanor, eonteved the room,
eading by the hand o bright hitde boy of about three
; Yuced to the old man
thie carthic heaven,

{
vears of ace,  Clar

7

as the head of

Apaostle Camting v been a Congregational
minister, but the social and religions condition of that
denomination dul nor scem o i akin with the divine
wis  hpressed with his
e divinaty that seemed

spirit, e wot the

earnestness and puanty
to hedee hine aronnd, e soan became o devoted and
trusted apostle, Gnaily bemg placed where we find
hin, in charee of one o the various branches of the

Church Trivmphant.  The eintd he led belonged to

the woman with whom had been ralking. She

was only knewn by her comumnal name, Amelia. Be

3

fore hecoming a convert to the new {with she was Mary
Sandow, the danghiter of a prosperous tradesman in 2
She hoand Schwenoarth preach
' ehy him and his
Ler home and
fow hine through die rewsinder of her

permitted to
cscribed, that
sl was hon-

sl Mannesota ety

several tin

ored of the Messiali by Deing noole ihe other of the

beauntilad cloht wloch bad just eatere:d the room with

Apostle Comnnne e Bidd B i no paterna]

provoenitor wtorve tnoabice than the el Ghost Amelia,
baving been rendercd sdoointeiy poytect and sinless,
ind this child and
! <l hy the Holy

other ohildren, pstonably concerve

wits tncapacitated tor wrony doing s

Ghost, dittered waterindle from the lorn offspring 0
it o heaven and

Lo b
in that they were bor
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without sin and were therefore sinless. \When children
thus conceived reached a certain age they were ex-
cluded from association with those conceived in the
usual sinful way in wedlock——rnot that MArriage was
not sanctioned by the Messial, for it was regarded
by the sect im a purely seriptural light and made
binding beyond the possibility of divorce; but it was
taught by Schweinfurth, and finmly belicved by all his
followers, that the material cmanations of the boly
spirit in the form of innocent and undefiled chiidhiood

ere far too sacred for indiscriminate commingling
with the progeny of the flesh.

This peculiar phase of their beliet was notimparted
to Clara until she had been among the redecmed fox
upwards of a fortnight; and, in spite of ber faith and
firm desire to believe fully and do without a murmur
all that was required of her, she found this idea un
utterably repellent, It s an abhovent doctrine to o
Christian reared n orthodoxy, being even more detest-
able than the polvgamous teaching of the Mormons
and some of the religions whase mception was st in
the dust of ages before the Nuzarene was born, and
which still have multitudes of devotees.  Clara had

been nurtured in an )

e
ey

o chiarel, and every

reader who has been smlarly reared will have some

appreciation of the prolundity of laith
Teoaeial N [ i el :
Messialt required to sweep aside the repuenanee whicl

ich
the bare thought of this tenet must encender, and in
its stead bring a pertinacions adherence (o a dia.
metrically opposite principle ta '

f“"”’ opposite principle tavght from ehildhoo)
carl

e h(m:‘ 0 ‘ r({‘,'.(;eptm: mictigence. When jdeas
at are rendered mberent oat SRS Tverto )
such radically opposit . )inxi“ 'b‘(‘ o el
“ Yoopposite dogmias il is no o marvel that
a faith once catablished i the divinity of this pro
fessed Messaih remuins sl aken until ’(h() mul‘ 1




“in adherence to

sually on cobnoatiodame

this and other peonisties of the beien of this sect,

Bt ul thas especiabiv, s a prerequisite too admission

to the communal life ol these people, T this mstance,
all the

circumstances, 1t was decndod o make an oxception;

howoever, after aciuanting Schweinfurth
and therciore, alter Clara had been o the Geanch home
pearly three weeks, duning which time she became ac-
Guainted with the dozen or moreinmates, »i ot whom
treated her with the greatest constderation and kind-
ness, she was transferred to the contral  commnity,

or Zaonawhere the Messiale presided o person, the aged

and kindly Apostic Cinuvnings sccompoey iy here It

was  believed the benignity and per mess of

Schweinforth wounld in a short tiime  brise conviction
to her heart and make her o valuabic wember of the

houschold in more than one regand. She interposed

no objection: in fact, she was rather ilstiered by the

t

5 the man

praspect of beuny hroneht {ace (o face o

without sin. in whose persosabity teposcd the divine

annd love.
Agthur Frze

attribates she had beon tansht (o vey

Two davs after Clara left Nonsas

roy reached theve.

Hio vmde dhe jonirney withonrl pigsie, 3:(‘&1}{4 m-

mcasmably wratiied to fand the condieior of the train
t {

he st ont with the same with whom Ciara and lemby

vode o their Jehit frony Sheibovsile, Phe conduc

cemenmibored the conple, not alone oo the uns

usual circumstlances of ther Boavine tabes the train
Bt hecase th aly seemed
nt care

v change cars

i
ob ber companton. Howasg .
(v boansas City

twree durine the course of o

and the conductor was certain when the wwo left his
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train they took the train which would carry them n
the direction they appeared to be traveling,  Further
than that he could not say. Arthur heard nothing
more of them after that, but he felt reasonably certain
they had gone to the place for which the apostle pur
chased tickers  Therefors he followed—two days toa
late Had he reached the city before Clara was trans-
ferred it is possible this vecital might have been ma-
terially shortened.
Now that hie was in Kansas City, what was he going
to do?  Possibly the wisest course would be to call

i the assistance of the authorities, However, it would

do no harm to make a few chance inguries as he went
along.  Whow had he Dbetter accost?  Anybody and
everybody who looked well enough disposed to strang-
ers fo answer questions civilly.  He sauntered dei-
surely along the strect, passing a hundred  persons

before he saw one to whom he cared o address b

self.  This was a pleasant looking, elderly man, who

scemed to be o ro particular hurry, Stepping mad
estly in front of him, Arthur said:

“Good afternoon, siv,”

“Good afterncon,” responded the stranger, in a
kindly tone that at once gave Artha cournge
ceed.

«
Iam a total stravger, never having heen in the city
Ny 1 oy oy 1o i ‘

before, and | make bold to ask you, as you donot ap-

pear to be hurried, if you will kindly spare mie a

mmoment or two for some inquirics?”

L‘/ »r } . s . P - . ; -y H
\rthur s;{()]\c with a grave courtesy that wos rather

uncommon m Kansas City, and which a1 once T

a1 sl Iy POy T /" ‘ - g

nlu(mm,d aun a stranger,  The other wos ativieiod o

Ty e v - 5 ~ e g ’
him at ance and aquickly responded

Cheerfully, sive-cheerfuliv
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I

Lo ‘xm;xniv.;y’, or  have ASaltt foeard any-

Yo voui
thing, of o new Mossihe

vy s slightly

he i olanood ot Sothar o
chanved coantonnnee.
UNew what !
SNew Messinde-on persen who olaims te boe Christ

Rloins

risen acain o irom i
YO W hy

anti-Chrrats, Doeall thene L hope vou bave

o Aull of sucivinfernal

hnboges

not had vour head trrned by such nonsense, wy yvoung

friend 27

Moo R’[*”} roosay bohisve et hing b fear oo very dear

friead of mine has.

SN voine woman. Loeapecs
EEETE S
Pknow i, Dlast them!” wnnd the maa, o might

: / g
wrath plainhy visible o bis Trees Calong himself
somewhar she cantinacd: "1 cun probatiy give you
advice,

same andormation,  and ancrdentatiy

D doube G enther will Bonent vt nrchn

. "
D Aol Cal o urve me,

D w0 wnow which
Por i vonr miss

guided toend s W e dRE e e suche astitutions

) ‘1 there 1s
B el Dwo, dess o Aoy oy they were
all streams Dons foniams of dongain thor have their
the man

Sorors claew e ! ek
Ve oot yhien clseoroo oo i the l{lﬂg
rreeeal o of thom ol Phie i i ]\’()Cl(f@l’d,

0t hore which

Pl o oo B shitedd L 1o meet con-
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verts, or are the new ones taken divectly to Lis head
quarters?”

“T'm not quite sure. My opinion s, though, that
he doesn’t come here very often, and when he does
he comes like a thief in the night.  Not long ago a
anmber of indignant citizens—1 wish I'd been with
them-—-hearing of his presence in the city and knowing
something of bis infernal work, threatened to mob
him, and he had to get out of the city in a hurry. If
he comes now he does so surreptitiously.  [For this
reason I think new converts are taken directly to head-
quarters, [ believe only those firm in the faith are

assigned to the branches, though 1 am not just cer-
tain how the business is conducted. IHow lony since
this person left her home?”

"About three weeks.”

“Then I presume she 1s at Rocklord instead of
here.”

“I may inquire at the branch here,” snggested  Ar-
thur, desiring to leave no stone untnrned o hi
search.

“Yes; you may tnquire here and inquire there, and
much good will it do you. When this contemptible

pretender gess man or woman in his coutrol that's

the last of them; be keeps them.”

"Is there no legal ren

There would be if the victims were Jdetained Dot
he generally fixes them «o they want to stay, and
S PIEr 1. [TV y . [N .
there yon arce, ]. koow something about i, for | have
had some experience with these people.”

« T . :
You!” exclaimed Arthur in wonder,
s T ow
Yes, 1.7
L am surprised,

s L el var o
I will tell vou, vouny wan. T am a phvsician-— Dir
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in a
in with
uldiged to vent my

house, take my cluldron and wite and gointe o distant

Wilkie. Two vears ago 1 had a fine prac

gprowing city not fav from here. My wile go
Ll

s gang ol devils

part of the country to get away from them snd keep
my wife Irong going to their mnsane retveat. + had to

leave my practice and was gone a whole vear, It
cost me {ifteen hundred doilars, besides the jass of my

time. When {0 retwroed with iy fanuly they  stood

ready to grab my wile, and she then decided she

would not leave them, even though ly  went

to destroction. Then wy wrath was up, mel [ deter-
nuned to protect nyy home aned children 1 5t cost me
my hfe. and to save wy wale fvom such o damnable
heresy of it lay i v power. b odobd ihens to keep

~udd come

away from my honse: thet o one of thens

within my door T owonld thea<h bine within oo inch of
has Dife. They simply remarked that they were God's
chiosen poople, and G0 T baid my hands oo coe of them,

take the

CGrod worngld parn e, bownd

chance. o 10 a fow davs the . again.

I had no word with B Lot sinople conered ont my

}‘)t‘um‘;in‘(', Fothvashed L {;](1]’4}(!1;;\1‘1} threw him
out of Ty o, aved to this dae T by ot seen or

heard of by e

e rosult wae, v aier, asl

{ am able

was not paralyvecd, aned |

'

e et of peo-

to thraslo @ ten aore for fal]
ple, old an T oam, O ihe other Lol o8 §owas })ald

to-day ten thonsand ol Py the s oot time and

money expended to save oy wile whe il younger
than 1 am, frony destrnetion, ©oswnond ot he half

et
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"My dear sir,” said Arthur, "let me concratulate
you that you got off so well.  You at least saved your
wife. I am beginuing to understand what this bus-
iness means. 1 am glad I spoke to you, for you will
he able to advise me intelligently.”

“As I said before,” continued the doctor, "I can
give you some advice as well as some information,
though 1 do not know how much either will avail you.
It you will do me the honor to walk around to my
office we will sit down quietly and talk the thing over.
1 see my earnest talk is already attracting attention.”

“T will be glad to go with you,” Arthur answered,
and the two started for the doctor’s office.

Arthur believed he was making extraordinary prog-
ress and would soon succeed in rescuing his darling
from the hands of the ruthless abductors and despoil-
ers whose emissary had brought so much sorrow to
Shelbyville.  But he did not know what he had to
contend with. There were many disappointmients vet
in store for him. Iowever, before the dactor set him
on his way to Rockford, he had a much clearer knowl-
edge of the difficulties of the task belore him,




i
i

Here we arel Take o chair,” said Divo Wilkie, as

cran’s o “I've

he and Arthur reached the
got an excellent brand ol cigars here, winolh we will

in o talk.”

sample before [ be
"1 do not smoke. thank vou, " replied Acthnr
"You don’t. eh? Youwre just as well o L oaced the

soothing ttuence ol aoweed when T toih shont these
disreptuable scamps. and i1 you don’t nd the smoke
I will hight onel”
“T do not object.”
“Well,” continued the doctor, hiavine {1t a cigar
and taken a seat, “0 do pot belicve 1 much of a
Christtan s e fact, L lnow 1w wot; bot §overily be
icrpart of the
evil ane. His actions prove .} know personally of
yier in which

freve this man Schwemnlorth is

fifteen famihios disropted in the same o
he aticnipted to destrey mine. 2l they have no rem-
ik o1t was

edy ot law or otherwise, Ty caee |
money they were aiter. T thev L sueceeded
i

have gone,
and all that

she had or conld possihly sonecse oo o e would

their desiens apon v wile whie ool
poerhaps. o one of their comnnitae
have cone inte the capncioas e of the avas

rrecions domon ol the hoad of oilai- “he remaioed

at home she wonld e recunresd teopoo dithes into the

treasury of the Churel ol e Wedvemed, and her
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share, which would have come out of 114)1:7 woutd Alu;
no inconsiderable sum. 1 decidedly object to hem‘g
assessed to support a harent of that kind, though it
has cost me not a little to got out of 1it. The women
Le ieads into that palatial heaven at Rocklord. which
he has built with the money of his dupes, serve little
if any other purpose than to gratifv the base passious
of himscif and aposties.”

“What meanner of man is this,” asked Arthur, “who
can commil these outrages with such nopunity? s
there no law that will reach him.”

“Tt seems not.  An attempt was wade by a law-
maker {rom this district, State Senator Hunter, to pass
a law for his especial benefir, but for some reason it
was never done—perhaps because 1t would bhave been
declared unconstitutional,  You sce, 1t is one of the
fundamental primciples upon which our government is
founded that afl men shall be guarantecd full religions
liberty, and, not only that, but protected in their
natural right to worship according to the dictates of

their consciences, or not to worshipat all, if they feel
so disposed.  This is aninalienable right. These peo-
ple put forth the claim of superlative devoutness, and
no law can disturn them v their religions observances
more than it can terfere with others, repulsive as

their doctrines may be to the generality of mankind, "

But. doctor, il they enwage 10 the repreliensible
practices mentioned, surelyv some of the statutes for
the preservation of public maorals can he made to reach

them?”

“Not in a handred vear I von should swoear every
man, woman and child f
on a stack of Bilbles us bl oy Jint hoildine neeoss he
road, they would ol mke el i

Hatic assovesation fhat

withn the confines of Zion
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thev never saw or heard ol an snimoral ar improper
act during ther vesidence in the place.”

“And st there must boos

“Tegitimacy anong the children, you mean?”

“Yes,”

“Lots wi gt but ivis all ewddied on thie Holy Ghost,
and that settles 0 The mothers would adhere to
this declavation were they put to the torture. No one
has been found yver willing e give the Lord away
‘ There are varied

who knew anvtlung worth tcl
f felionty 1n the Sehwemnbivth heaven, just as

degrees
thero are i the heaven of Mreo Swedenborg, 1f you
have ever read that gentleman’s entertaning  descrip-

buoguant return

tions of his transiation to glory ad su
to earth  There Is no wontan at Zien wha has gone
j

throuul the vigid conrse ding up to angelic perfec

tion who is willing to tmpart any knowicdge acquired
during the trying process. tt is much ice joining the
51t yon in thelr

Masons; the degreos wilt be g
at happened to

order. and those who want to know

vou will bave 1o go througle the same experience you

did 1o make the discovery,  The wonen thas honored
H i

are called anvels: then there are those 'a little lower

s

than the angels, and so oo wli von vet down to the

sculiery haneds, most of whom hiave an abiding faith

Lt vanishing

heauty "

CThis s oall very astomshine, T o Avrthinr. “Most

of his dapes mast come fiom the tauks of the 1gnorant

and supersiitons,”

TR

Phove vou are n U viest of Lhose among

X . i ‘ .
Biis (odtow s are peopie ol foarnne and culture
“Tlow conr e liobdd sl e b ihese preposter-

IETER <i<\i;€ i iuf“; 7

L nol pacpied foosay e be does 1t but he
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does. Ile certainly has a most unaccountable influ-
ence over the minds of those with whom he comes
contact. The man who presides over the branch here
is a person of education and exceilent parts. He was
an orthodox minister not long ago, and 1s a graduate
of Yale College and Andover Theological Seminary. "
“Is it possible?”
“You now begin to understand, undeubtedly, what
I meant when | said my information and advice would
be of little avail. The youny woman of whom you are
in search has made up her mind to embrace their doc
trines and become one of them. and if you should suc-
ceed in finding and gaining access to her, which lat-
ter task will be a matter of some difficulty to begin
with, it wisl only be to find that she Is not inclined
to return to her home, and that no amonnt of persua-
sion will move her. You might have changed her
mind before they secured absolute control of her, but
now I sadly fear your errand will e a fruntless one.”
“I think you are wrong there, Doctor. 1 do not be
licve she left her home of her own accord.”
“Nonsensce, my younyg friend! 1t 35 you who arc
mistaken. They never force or abduct victims.  That
would leave them amcenable to law—a contlinger

<y
they always fight shy of.  She must have gone of her
own volitjon.”

Istill think, Doctor, with all deference to vour
knowledge of these people, that an extraordinary im-
pellent agency was cmploved to sprite her away.
Coreplied the ddoctor

Ihey oxert an unduc wnd decrdediy unwholesome in-

“That may be true, in a sense.

Auence on the minds 0 their victims when they so fa
mmpress them with their pernicious doctrines s 1o b
able Lo drag them from family aud fends. Thos

IX Yuaty I Heavon s
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wd v ot whose

4 heavea

deadis

i,
by his g pontde porneates
with a g atmesphiere and
saps O foeiy deadly

thangh oromatic fumes. OF conrse clearly an

cwcan take

tapellon

e piaioiy, Doctor, ©othnok ssesnene mflus

. ) :
CHOD AR D iav e

Foivie v oior than usual
auply said:

pos waoman from
; oo understand-
[ have

known that she possesasd oo [ v oinclined
SO A s s rrne, also,
phocarcedd g s b s loaence and

cornestiess il e b the g i visited our
S principles

1 1y ! 1 !
13 3\}!ur:?m):>u Popeieniel et

counciated by this sect, Teatiae e oo nre of 1mmacs
debated or
ioh seems (o

(SRS RSO RS N A ‘\ [RES RN SR I N : i
1 ean traly

| ot foon Uyt : Dedief that
b Qe el 1o thind i : T wwas willing
foo b, ;! vohen ‘ or the manner
she sbed, oo Pl ! diepest agony

el dtee el i o ‘ ober fate, They
v du the belief
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that she wandered from ber home in an unsettled con-
dition of mind and was drowned "

“Let them continue to believe that,” interrupted the
dector.  “It is the greatest kindness you can do them.”

“I talled with her the day before her disappearance,”
continued Arthur, “upon these new ideas, and she
certainly gave no indication of a purpose or desire to
embrace the new faith.  She parted lrom wme saying
she proposed to dismiss the whole watter from her
mind as unworthy of further consideration.”

“She may bave intended to do this and yet found it
impossible.  Resolves do not always develop into
deeds.”

“Very true, Doctor.  But I feel very positive i her
case.”

“T.overs, 1 suppose?” asked the doctor, succinctly.

"Yeu !

“That’s the trouble. Love 1s as blind as a bat in a
blaze of sunlight.”

“I acknowledge that, too, Doctor.  However, 1 felt
from the first day of her disappearance that the agency
of mesmerism had been used upon her. thongh vou
are the first to whom [ have mentioned it knowing the
idea would onlv bring upon me the ridicnle and con
tumely of the unthinking and beartless,  Bocause of
this belief, when it was conceded by all others that
the unfortunate ol had found death in the dark waters
of the river, I left my home as stealthily as she Jdid,
to prosecute my scorch alone My investigations have

been rewarded by the almost certain

discovery  that
she is not dead, though when 1 sond such inlormation
hore T will probably e set down as a victm  of

lunacy, consequent upon the loss of her |

love, and
be commiserated instead of being Dhelioved, ™
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“Tron’t send it, then,” aaad the doctor. "flet them
think her dead. T would be betier for hier if she
were.

“My belief in the power of anunal wagnerisim has
sult, Of course T da not expect

had a satisfactory o
this imtluence to be of nch further ard  to me in this
scarch,”

SWell, voung myn, " sand the doctor. i bave no de-
sire to wage a Jdiscussion with vou on the subject of
wesmeriam. [ have given but superhieial thought to
the phenomena of animal magnetisne T s contrary
to moedical ethies for a ‘vegular’ to dabbie in such
things, and 1 belong o the old school aud ani perhaps
a hitie hdebeund, White T awy constraned (o admit
there s wmore i this occolt power tor good or evil

! ant, 1 think

1

vl locomo-

than most phyvsicians are willing o

there i, ke the vate of speed of o
five, o limat to sts exorcise,  boam skeptical of the
power of ans ma phiysician or apestic, to compel,
by the pore force of will, exercised a4 censiderable
person to come
nt any hour of

2

distance porbaps from the subject

mto his presence mmoospite of hen
the dav or might, wherever the mesiierizer may be. It
seenys oo absuard.”
Ylave you never awitnessed the oflaence of the
homan witl operating apon another?
"1 Lave seen such exbibitions gooon by charlatans.
I hnow sueh o power does exist toooogreater or less
devree o vavious individnals, bue o o only opel‘atiVC
placed i juxtapo
Al wreat dJistances apart Hhis [ believe to
e tmpos Pwonldd as soon cxpeot to qend a tel-
cetapine messace to Clivenga or e York without the
)t (e fo discuss

when they comwme o contact or e

aoware, However, we hinve
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this hidden science just now. What 1 wanted to say
was this: A person lured from home and friends by
tbis influence would probably not be truly converted,
ch influence would be necessary. If such

clse no su
force were employed the victim, on awakening from
the mesmeric sleep, would still remain in the same
condition of mind as before the sleep was induced. In
that event the victim would be very liable to make
trouble at the first opportunity. Of course”——and here
the doctor paused a moment to get his thoughts to-
gether —“[ am free to confess that a person predisposed
to these peculiar doctrines, and yet not fully believ-
ing, could be hocus-pocused into this confounded
heaven with a possibility of enforcing conviction after-
ward. Really, to obviate controversy if for no other
reason, I will say there is practically no himit to the
means which these imps of diabolis may employ to
ensnare and reduce their victims, male and fomale.”

“I, too, have no disposition for controversy,” said
Arthur. "I want to act rather than talk.”

“What do you want to do?”

“T want first to go to this branch home.”

The doctor mused for a moment and then said:

“Well, my yeung friend, lel me assure you that you
have my deepest sympathy, and if you are determined
to visit this place [ will go with vou, though 1 am
convinced 1t will be a wild goose chase.” ’

“We may perhaps discover where she has been
taken,” suggested Arthur.

“Perhaps,” replied the doctor, musingly.
He sat a full minute deliberating upon o propor
course of procedure and then abraptly asked:

“Did this voung lady take anything away from oy
that didu't belong to Ler?” )




}
!
}
§
{

T SINOVEARS 1N HBEAVEN

Arthur felt an imdignant tlush  rising

as he replicd:

“Certaruly vot.”

“"You conldn’t swear that she « £
O Arihur answered,

“1 do not know what she to
spirttedlv; “but I do koow that such an vwputation

dees the young lady a gross injuastice, and 7

interrupted the doctor, rals-

“There, there, there!”
ing his hand to enforce the sitence of the other. “You
don’t seem to understand.  Let me teil vou,  1f you
v search of

and T go to this house as plan citizen

information we will not be in the recepiion-room five

nation that our

minntes before we receive a polite

roomt is preferable to our company,  Now, if you can
swear out a warrant for the arrest of this voung woman
on some petty charge we can then take an officer
with us and search the home for her.  Ohherwise we
may as well  stay away. 1 know swhoi Pm talking

about.”

not insen-
frov's argument,

A short pariey then o

sible ot the force and reason of the
but it was no Light task for o serunsioas, consclen
tious man hike him o to make alhidava wo oo charge of
rv o=syve an ﬁnd’

that natore  aoan

i s Jdearer to
art-strings.
t%L‘CtOY pre'

however Tavdaliie

o than biie srscd

0 other jews
f.ow grinming
cavied  for the

i

o continued

buitoonery of the officer. Gumed to oo and said:
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“You seem to be greatlv amused by this expedition.”

o
i

S1oam,” taughingly veplied that wort

U suppose you fancy my friend and mysell a brace

of precious fools, and that we are liable to have our

labor for our pains on thas trip.

“Right again; 1 think it is so much valuable time

wasted

“Well, what do you care, as long as you are paid
for vour time and trouble?”

“I dow't care.  n fact, { awm rather pleased at the
prospueet of meeting the angels. Pd ke to meet them
every day under the same circumstances,”

“\Well, you can amuse voursell all you please,” said
the doctor, cahming down somewhat, “but | want vou
to make this search thorongh.  To tell the truth, 'm
very much of the same opimion that you are,”

“That's all right., Doc. We’ll turn heaven inside out
while we're at 1, and f the girl's there we'll find
her.”

The party soon reached the auxiliary abode of the

saints and obtaned admission to the cozy reception-
room without diflicuity.  Directly Amclia, with whom
the reader already has a slight acquaintance, came
into the room and greeted the visitors pleasantly. The
doctor acted as spokesmun.,  He o said, .‘%P{‘?‘.k’ill&f as

1 '

calimly as he could:

T, y ShTg 4 3g e + .
Madam, we are here in scarch of a YOURYZ woman

who came to this honse seme three weekes Wil

VOIL permit us Lo
I'he docror Jid

had been
there at ali.

: : Amelia
quictly answeraid

v .
Vhere 1 no

teh person here,

| ' | All the present in-
mates of the house have heen |

were for aonths "
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“Madam,” replied the doctor, with fast rising an-
ger, “we believe that woman to e stll here, and we
want her; do you understand?”

Amclia was nnruffied by the doctor’s ebullition of
temper.  She replied, even more mildly than before:

“ can only reply, sir, there is no such person
here.”

“Perhaps 1f 1 tell you that 1 do not believe you we
will be permitted to look around the house for our-
selves.”

“Tt 1s not my fault, sir,” the woman answered, “if
yvou refuse to believe me. 1 am sunplv speaking the
truth. On the other hand, this house iz our home;
while T am always desirous of obliging visitors, I can-
not recognize the right yvou demand ta invade the pn-
vacy of these premises. | fear | s compelled to re
fuse your request to look the house over.”

“Very well, madam,” said the now thoroughly
aroused doctor; “we will search anyway, The officer
here has a warrant for the arrest of this young wo-
man, and if she 1s here we want her,”

During this conversation Arthur stocd a silent and
somewhat amazed spectator of the proceedings.  The
constable, now feeling called upon o act, arose and
presented the warrant to Amelia, with the remark:
“Perbaps you wounld like to sec the document.”
wd at it critic

She took it frow his hand and gl
alty. 1t was her flivst experience of the kind, but she
was fully cqual to the emergency.  lnoa moment she
handed 1t back to the officer and ansd, with her usual
iperturhability

“We have no wish to traverse the law,  You may

novour search at vour pleasure,”

They did so, going over the house irom cellar to
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astonishme | the several inmates
garret, much to the astomishment of tné several vl( s
all of whom were found quictly and industriously en-
vaoed at their various avocations in dilferent parts of
5%s

the house.  The whole household seemed to be mov-

i e . P P NN
ne along without the slightest friction, as though reg

R
ulated by clock-work. i

Itis perhaps superfluons to say the search for Clara
was frtitless.  About that time she was making her
debut at the main heaven.

Returning to the reception-room, Arthur courteously
apologized to Amelia for the inconvenience and indig-
nity to which they had subjected her, and then asked
i ;;‘hv conld not, for the sake of those who were weep-
ine the loss of one dearer than life, give him an idea
of where the young woman.might be found. Ameha
listened quietly and then replied:

“We, as the chosen people of God, have been sub-
jected to all manner of persecution and abuse, which
we have suffered and still suffer in silence, for the
Lord’s sake. Iven now I am assured that this legal
document you have presented brings a trumped-up
charge against this young woman, made for the pur-
pose of dragging her back into the ways of sin.  God
did send that young woman here a few davs
and-—-"

G

ago,
Fhe devil sent her, you mean,” cricd the doctor,
in an outburst of uncontrollable anger.

“Perhaps so,” answered Amelia, with undisturbed

equanuuity; “but the Lord will care for her. I do ot

object to tetling vou that our dear brother, Mr. Cum.
mings, bas taken the <hild to Mr. Schwemnfurth, who
will defend her from this defamation and preserve ler
from the enemies of her soul.”

“Hell™ cjaculated the doctor, whose face was al-
ready purple; “let us get out of this.”
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He started for the door and t'he'o('ﬁc«r followed him.
As Arthur turped to yo Amelia said to him:

“Perhaps you Dbetter take your warrant to Mr
Schweinfurth,  He understands these things better

s

than I do.’
There was a covert sneer in the woman’s quiet re.
mark that was not tost upon Arthur. ot he was too
astonished to say anything. very development seemed
to come to him in the nature of a revelation.
Directly the three were upon the street again, the
constable apparently making an extraordinary effort
to restrain himself from a cataclysm of laughter, with
but partial success.
In a moment he turned to the doctor and said:
“What would I better do with tins warrant, doctor?”
“Tear it up!” was the grufl reply.
Dr. Wilkie took Arthur to his fiome and kept him
antil after tea. giving him a great deal of valuable in-
formation in relation to the well uigh hopeless mis-
evening he ac-

sion hie had andertaken.  Then b
companied him to the depot and saw him safely on

the tvain for Rocklord.



CHAPTER XI
N HEAVEN

In Heaven! What a world of meaning in those two
simple words to the zealous Christian who has labored
anceasingly to deserve and achieve the promised re-
ward of immortality. The sands of life are fast run-
ning out, the confined spirit, cager to wing its {flight
to an eternal abode, struggles to free itsell from 1S
earthly tenement, and the vitreous eves no longer
beam in fond recognition on the weeping friends gath-
ered about the couch of the loved one, whose feet are
soon to be laved in Jordan’s rolling tide. But if the
mortal vision is obscured forever, the penctrating eye
of faith discerns the shining spires of the New Jeru-
salem, and welcomes with ineflable jov the deep,
mysterious sleep of death as the vestibule to " man-
sions not made with hands.” llappy the Christian
who, falling “asleep i Jesus,” is raised on the buoy-
ant wings of victory by the lope of awakening “in
heaven”

It is not possible, perhaps, for any but such an one
to form a correct conception of the joy with which a
Christian hope welcomes the closing period: but if
death Drings such exultant joy to the faithful, what
sensations of exultation must animate the breast of
one who can believe in the possibility of reaching the
glories of heavenly tx anquility without passing through
the dark portals of death? '

104
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This was the joy to which Clara irmly believed she
was Jdestined, as she and Apostle Cumnungs  pursued
their journey to Rockford.  Had she not believed she
would not have gone. She was persuaded in her
innermost heart that she had already begun a blissful
tour of investigation into elysian fields, where she might
wander untiringly along delightful pailis to the sound
of ravishing melody, and amid the soft perfumes of
ten thousand sweet Howers.

Absurd, you say! So it is—amazingly ridiculous
and irrational. But, poor girl, she was ncither the
first nor the last insentient one to nurse this alluring
absurdity to ber heart until it became i indissoluble
part of cxistence.

The journey from Kansas City wonld have been
more weatisome had not this hope and faith sustained
her. She slept all the way when taken to Kansas City
by Mamby—a mild mesnmeric sleep Trom  which she
awoke refreshed and strengthened. Apostle Cummings
was unable to exercise any degrec of magnetic power

sy owith Clara now,

had he desired. 1t was not necessa

because she was as ready to go as he was to take her;
but 1f she could have slept again as o the first tnp.

the long journey would have been reheved of its tes

dinm.

It may be wondered if she felt no sohatude for her
parents or lover during this time,  Strange as it may
appear, she did not.  Her mind, fifled with the pleas
urable anticipation of the blest abode and the jo.\'f”l
associations to which she was fast ;,ag":;n'(')ﬂ.(;]ling, had
little chance to dwell on the wnhappy {riends wh'O
mourned her as dead.  She apparentiy had no reali-
zation of thelr existence, excopt noa vague way that

cartied ne uncasiness.  Of course she conld not be iR
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a normal condition of mind, else the natural feelings
would have asserted themselves at suci intervals as
her thoughts recurred to those at home.

Most of us have seen the sensibilities of persons
blunted in this way from a variety ol causes, and can
readily recognize it as one of the multiform phenom-
ena of the human mind.

When the train reached Rockford the heavenly car-
riage was waiting at the station to receive the apostle
and his fair charge. Usually Schweinfurth accom-
panied the carriage on such errands, bringing with
him one of his favorite angels, but on this occasion
he did not do so. There was another apostle, Dr. A,
M. Brown, with an angel whose communal name was
Norma, besides the driver of the carriage, a weak-
ninded fellow named Adolph Smith, who officiated as
coachman to the Messiali, and trembled in abject ter-
ror at every severe look his master gave him.

The carriage comfortably held four besides the
driver. It was an easy riding vehicle, and with a spir-
ited and rapid team of horses the party whirled along
the road in magnificent style. Clara thought she had
never seen more noble animals than the champing
steeds which toolk them over the road at so invigomting
a pace. Her mind reverted to Pegasus, the'winued
%mrse' of Apollo and the muses, which Bellerophon
18 saui}n mytholgoy to have ridden when he charged
the Chimera, and it wonld not have required a \;{:ry
great‘ stretch of imagination for her to fancy, in }1ér
confhtion of mind, that she was being borne ;O Z.ion
behn‘ld a pair of just such extraordinary animals. Né)
cne in the state has finer horses than Schweinfurth, ot
more of them, ’

- . . .
The home is about six miles from the station, the
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several routes passing fine, well-cultivated farms, as
valuable as can be found in the whole country., The
fand is gently rolling, so that it prescnts to the eye
at a distance a perspective in froitfnl fields of waving
grain and farm homes that bespeak weazlth and care
One might say, after a visit to the neighborhood, that
Schweinfurth had located his heaven as nearly in the
Garden of Tden as one might reasonably expect to
get outside of the realms of imagination or the pages
of Boccaccio. And of all the abounding fertile and
frugiferous farms that of the Messiah stands unex-
celled.

Very soon the party arrived at Mount Zion. The sa-
cred mansion was pointed sut to Clara as soon as itcame
inta view anmid the tall oak and elin trees with which
it 1s surrounded. A beautiful place indeed it seemed,
which her fantastic imagination readily  invested
with roseate forms and outlines, hardily of the world
of reality. An alert attendant swung the [arge, heavy
gate open as the carriage approached, apd the occu
pants were driven along the graveled “uad that wound
its serpentine way up the sloping lawn to the house
Clara could not but notice with what scrupulous care

'

the groinds were attended. Thore was just shrubbery

enough on the lswn to make it appear 1o the best ad-
vantage. 1tach year the house s v painted. This
licond b a medium shade

Wi

vear the color was maroon, re
of green. Clara told herseli that it was surpassingly
spreading trees,

inviting, with the protty porehes, :
green lawns, and the hedge near the great barns that
platuly showed the trimmer’s ¢, Put her delight
and gratification with the exterior Leanty of the house
of Zion would probably tarn ints siupifying astow

ishment could she contemplate st ouee the interof

glones of the place.
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The Savior of mankind satd: “The soun of man hath
not where to lay his head.” Schweinturth, who pro-
fesses to be the same Lord risen again from the dead,
lays his auburn head on a couch that outvies the lux-
uriousness of the Orient.

Clara was ushered into the reception-room and di-
vested of her traveling apparel by one of the numerous
women about the place, who disappeared with the
garments. Clara did not see where the other had gone,
so quickly and silently did she disappear. But that
made little difference.  She was in heaven now, end
clothing was of little concern. lndeed, although no
such thought occurred to her, it was doubtful if she
would ever wear them again. It wounld depend on how
close she got to the Lord what indulgences she re-
ceived in the matter of dress or anything else.

As the female attendant slipped out old Farmer Wel-
don came in—-a venerable, kindly old man, who, be-
fore the advent of Schweinfurth, owned and profitably
worked those magnificent acres, being assistad by his
five lusty and intelligent Jooking sons, [ohn, Samucl,
Peter, Lem and William, and his daughter Mary., All
had become converts to the new faith, and had turned
their entire possessions over to Schweinfurth, being
content to direct the varicus branches of emiployment

about the house and farm, an

to work hard them-
selves.

The wife and mother passed away before the
new light came to them.

Old Farmer Weldon was one of those of the honse-
hold of Zion who called ont the sympathy and pity of
those who knew hWim. Not that he felt the ncc,“d of
anything of this kind, for he considered

himself one
of the most hiessed amonyg men,

” in that he was per
mitted to give up all to the Lord and bask in the glo-
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ricus and continued refulgence of his divine presence.
But the public looked upon the matter quite differ-
ently. They saw in the old, white-haired farmer the
marks of senility, and knew he held in reserve no
strength of mind to combat the powertul will of the
impudent adventurer who had come, under the sacred
cloak of religion, to fatten upon his substance, When
it became noised about in Rockford that the splendid
farm had been deeded in fee simple to the head of the
Church Triumphant, a hue and cry was raised that
soon impelied the preparation of a sccond instrument,
reconveying the farm to the credulous old man. This
action was taken when heaven was a unovelty in the
neighborhood and the whole institution merely re-
garded in the light of a sacrilege that of course were
better abalished, but not a menace to public morals.
This feeling wore away with the growth of theimpres-
sion that the sect was simply a conglutinate collec-
tion of religious simpletons who wore as harmless as
their methods were ridiculous.  Uhey had not then
perpetrated the crowning infamy of their belief. When
the public mind was disabused of the notion of their

harmlessness there were frequent cbullitions of right
Iter

eous indignation, and the walls of Ziwn still she
the greatest pretender of the age
The reconveyance of the farm o the old man was
really a matter of small conserquence Schweinfurth
]

thoroughly as

controls the farmer and his family as

the juggler his automata, and so regulates the affairs of
the farm as effectually as though held in his own namé
So crafty is this man that he is never ava loss for safe
y and justiCC-

and efficacious mieans to  clrcumvent law

» - Aarf
Were he sponged from the face of the carth to-day
and ui

it 1s likely that somceonc else, eqoaliy bold
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serupulous, if not as resourceful, would take hisplace
and flourish upon the credulity of human nature.

Jut we are digressing.

The vencrable old man approached Clara and, taking
ber hand, bade her welcome in a kindly tone.

“Daughter, we have been expecting you. I trust
you have fully made up your niind to abandon the fol-
lies of the world and lead a pure and holy life. We
are a very happy family, and you may be very happy
with us if you will.”

“l truly desire to live near the Lord,” replied Clara.

“It is well, daughter. May you continue to grow in
grace until you attain the divine plane of life that
should be the hope and aspiration of all who enter
here. Mr. Schweinfurth bas been apprised of your
arrival and will give vou greeting directly. Indeed,
he approaches now."

A light footstep was heard on the winding stairway
and Clara, glancing in the direction of the sound, saw
the descending Messial,  He walked down with a de-
liberate step, as though he had no need of haste while
he had eternity before him. e did not walk slow
enough to give his movements the appearance of he-
ing affected for the purpose of enhancing the import-
ance and solemnity of his presence, but simply as
any great dignitary might wallk to whom haste would
not seem befitting.

She was peculiarly moved the moment her cyes rested
upon him. It was his picture that attracted her at
the branch home to which she was first taken.  1low
much like it he looked — how much like what she had
always conceived the Savior of the world tolook. She
thought his {eatures benign, if not gloriously radiant

with a coruscating aurcola such as she had been ac-
Bix Years In Hewven 8
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customed to see pictured as emanating from the divine

head.  That she was in the presence of one who was
more than man she had no doubt,

When he reached the foot of the stauirway he stood
a full minute and regarded her silently, As he did so
the old man disappeared, and the two were alone.

Clara cast her eyes to the floor while he contemplated
her.  She knew he was watching her, reading her se-
cret thoughts, for she could feel those magnetic eyes
burning inte her soul. Directly her fcelings over-
came her. She rose quickly from her char, ran to the
Messiah and threw herself prostrate on the carpet at
his fect with the plaintive wail that rosc from her
heart:
"0, my Lord!




5
f

“0), my Lordi»
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CHAPTER X1
A DISAVPOINTING RECEDTION

Schweinfurth let the prostrated girl remain at bis
feet a few moments and then, taking ber by the hand
and raising her from the Hoor, he said, speaking in
quiet, measured fones:

“Rise and resume your seat. It is not required of
you to evince your feelings in so demonstrative a man-
ner.”

He led her back to her chair, wholly unmoved by
the scene he had witnessed or the tears which coursed
down her cheeks. Drawing up another chair, he sat
directly in front of her and began to question her.

“You have come into the assembly of Mount Zion
of your own free will?”

“Yes, my Lord,” Clara timidly answered.

“Do not say ‘my Lord' in addressing me. Say, Yes,
s1r, or Yes, Mr. Schweinfurth.”

“Yes, sir.”

“I believe your name is Clara McCoy?"

“It is, sir.™

“Henceforth you will be known in this community
as Emeline.  When you abandon the world you leave
your worldly name with its sins and follies. Our ideal
of life is a divine perfection unattainable beyond the
pale of the Church Trinmphant. We all aim to reach
absolute purity of heart and life. When you have at-
tained this beatification vou will Le as I am, witlout

iy
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sin or guile. You can then do no wrong. But this
happy condition cannot be reached at o bound. Di
vine grace seldom contes upon one hike a whirlwind,
It is a matter of growth and cultivation, sometimes
watered with the tears of sorrow and distress. Itis
ible to fall from the heights of grace into the

PO,
precipitous cleft of despatr in a wmoment’s time, per-
haps by some one act of indiscretion, until you have
reached a sinless condition, and then you can fall no
more. Then you will be loved and venerated by those

about you, an example for others, still struggling up

the rugged path of faith.  You will be filled with the

holy spirit.”

"L will strive continually to reach tie «livine plane,”
said Clara, as the Messiah pausced for a soment.

“IMave vou been made fully aware of what is re-
quired of those who become membeors of this assem-
bly? Do you know the duties that wiil devolve upon
yours”

T oam not sure, Mro Schweinfurtd”

“Very well; if there are any pomts with which you
are not fully conversant, it will give me pleasure 0
enlighten vou. Ask any questions that suggest them-
selves to you.”

s , N
“This is vour second advent on cartl?” was Clara’s

first hesitating query.
i1 good. The

time is ol far off when | oshall wiake such manifestar
1 siartle the world

tions of my divinity and power as will sis
and tens of

it

“Iiss and Lo accomplishing

and bLring believers (o me by thousands

g
thousands.”

“Can you perfornu noracles? O
the e

anotber as a spirit?”

vanish from

Sheoaned be tavigible and poss from one place to
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“Yes: [ have unlimited power. [ can come mito a
room with closcd doors or disappear as readily.
can raise the dead. cure disease, and do all the mirac
ulous things which { accomplished when on carth be-
fore. I do not do thesc things olten, for | wish to
convert the world te the truth without the employ-
ment of supernatural power. L want all to see by the
light of the truth itself. Physical infirmities are cured
by me simply by larth, and [ con cure them without
even the exercise of faith if I desire.’

“Do you expect to live on earth forever?”

“1 shall be here many years in the present body,
and the world will witness many wouderful sights be-
fore 1 cast it off. Dut | am incarnate, and when this
body goes into the corruption of death my spirit will
enter another body and still live on earth.  Ilow or
when the present body will die has not been revealed
of the Father. DBut in form and substance the body
I now possess was that crucificd on Calvary., There
are many things in the Gospel in yelation to my coru-
cifixion that are inaccurate, and 1 am now oceupied in
writing a true version of the New Testament, that can
be accepted as the perfect and ospired word.  When
this is given to the world it will create a vevolution
among those who now consider themselves orthodox
believers. ™

Clara had instinctively turned hor eyes to his hands
when he spolc of possessing the same  body crucified
on Calvary. He noticed this and saids

"You were looking with some skepticisin for the
marks of the nails in my hands.”

Clara, startled that he should know exactly what
was in her mind, falteringly replied: 4

“Yes, sir.”
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“1 do not maintain, remember, that the material
structnre has not changed and put on new f{lesh, but
my features are not changed; and, though new mate-
rial substance has covered the tmprint of the torturing
instruments, in a general sense the same hody is now
before yon that arose from the tomb at my vesurrec-
tion.”

He fixed his keen, penetrative eves npon the girl's
face for a moment and then continued:

“Do you think now you can freely subscribe to the
divine doctrines of the Church Triumiphane?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Withont mental reservation on any point?”

“Yes, Mr. Schweinfurth- except that there is one
point which I do not understand. It ;= that in rela-
tion to——ta---"

Here she paused and cast her eyes 1o the floor, Her
fair face was sutfused with the decpest Linshes.

“1 see.” said Schweinfurth, in a tove of disapproval
that wrung the heart of the poor giri; “youdo not yet
fully believe. The taint of the world s yet upon
you, for you blush at the thought of the holiest thing
that can come to a woman in Zion, You are yet far
from the beights of grace, and will nesd to struggle
and in-

diligently to overcome the worldly dioughts
aid youw

clinations that possess you. All bere will
Pure and sinless women, who are mothers in Christ,
will minister to your spiritnal needs nud 1lumine your
and works
you have come to realize and acknowledge that the in-

visilite spirit of (od, having first clothed you 1
to yon as 4 direct

mind with a divine afflatus, antil by fath

robes of virgin purity, may come
impartation of hie will, that you may experience mas
an unspeak-

-

ternity devoid of cornal taint and enio
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able measure of blessadness and joy. When you e,
by lofty discipline. purged your freart of Impae
tlilought.s., all these things will be made plan to- you.
We will talk avain when vou have had time to think
over what 1 have told you. I hope you do not regard
this as the imposition of an impossible duty 2"

“No, sir.”

“Those rings you are wearing and what other arti-
cles you have about you in the nature of drossy jew-
elry will be collected by vour attendant and Lrought
to me.  You do not require such things hereo 1 you

find yourself obliged to leave the community  these

articles will be returned to you on your departure.”

“Yes, sir.”

“I will send some one to instruct you i regara to
your household duties, for there are no drones in the
assembly of Zion. Though we may all hope here by
faith and devotion to reach a perfectly sinless and
blessed condition, we still have our material bodies
with us, for the ncces

ities of  which provision must
constantly be made. T'or that reason we all have
duties assigned to us, and every oneis expected to
faithfully perform his or her allotted part.”

“Yes, Mr. Schweinfurth,” answered Clarn, appar-
ently in a state of semi-stupefaction.
She was adynamic physically and nientally, A sound

I's

sleep of a few honrs would have done her a world of
good.

Schweinfurth turned and ascended the stairs to his
apartments without further remark, leaving her alone
with her tumultuons thoughts.

It must be confessed that

t Clara was far from finding
solacement in the interview just closed. Tler recop-
tion was not what she had locked for. She had read




;

e 5 122 SIX YEARS IN HEAVEN

: 3 that there 1g more joy in heaven over the one wan-
- ; dever that returns to the fold than over the ninety

| ; and nine safe within its shelter. There were no dem-

‘r i onstrations of joy over her arnval.  She was disap-

L pointed, as others before and  after her have been,

; i though she conld formulate no complaint., U there :

| , had been no enthusiasm  manifested, there had been

i A ‘ no indication of an opposite sentiment. She had noth-

{ | : ‘ ing to complain of-—nothing to satisfy her roseate ex-

; [ i pectations,

; } BE b | She bad been forced from  her home Ly the obse-

| a | : quicus Mamby aside from the usual nvaricions mo-

‘ ' By tives which fired his ardor, he having mightily pleased ;
: i his master in the previous ensnarement of beauty and :
| 51 REREK innocence. [t happened that at this time the head

P H ‘ of the Churcly Triumphant was very satisfactorily sit- ¥
B : uated in this respect; therefore, niuch like ordinary
‘ | b mortals whose appetites are satiated, he looked with
§ i | insliflerence on his latest acquisition. [t pleased him
| z RET to exercise neither his repellent nur stiractive power
B {Ie simply left the girl to the care of those he knew
}3 = woulid give her the requisite instruction and retired to
} ‘ his apartments to cmploy himself 2s Le pleased.
i swominntes after Lo left, o wopian, acting of

K : ' course under livine instructions, cume and led Clara

‘ ! | to her room, saying as she did so-

; ! “You will now get ready for the evening meal, which 2
m | | o will be served inoa short tome. Alter that you may
i 3 rest until Monday, when you will he assigned to you!
. duties.  1I this roont 15 not erirely swhat you have
atlowed yoursell to expect, rewsenher that you are

; “, starting at the bottonmy round of the tder of grace

1‘ Yonr advancenent to o hicher plone will depend upon

% ' vourscelf. Vou will soon nodevataod what s required “

} nf yon :

| | |

I
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The woman then left her.  Clara fonnd herself moa
small, plainly furnished room, thar was far from be-

ing as comfortabic or inviting as the one she left at

home. But she reasoncd that with her faltering faith

11 -
all she was

and recent contact with the world 1t w
at present entitled to.  When she deserved better it
would be given to het.

So after tea, being thoroughly fatigued with her
long journey, she sought her couch and soon dropped
into a deep and dreamless sieep,

The indifference of the Lord of Zion to Clara’s per-
sonal attractions may properly be more definifely ex-
plained. He was not insensibfe to the charms. tinked
to a lamb-like innocence, that had so sorely tempted
Apostle Mamby in the quiet grove at Shelbyviile, for
he had a eritical eye for feminine beauty; but he had
no time or inclination for datliance with her just then.
There were a number of women who, by long resudence
and devotion, and having passed through the experi.
mental test of faith, had approached sulliciently ncar
to the purity of the TLord to be called angels
should be remembered that all the women at this

heaven are not angels—in any sense probably, but

. . . ’
Fhe light in which women are regarded there 1s what
1S meant. I'hesc holy ones cat with Schweinfurth, talk-
y e g i
mg but two meals a day. The other women, from

those a little lower in the heavenly scale down to
those whose anuelic attributes are

. stdl 1w cmbryo,
ike P
te Clara’s, are excluded from the Lord

) s table, cat-
ing s calv ot ’ -

1¢ separately at another house. The men hoave other
quarters for their meals.

Among the most perfect of thesc superior wolen
was one  wl : {
as one who, not long befere, must bave been an
€xact r “lars | '
counterpart of Clara. As she then appeared, she
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was a pale, dark-cyed lissome creatare of twenty
three, not very plump, but willowy and spirituelle,
with a far-uway, dreamy look in her eves.  Her com-
plexton was wonderful—white as alabaster her cheeks
soft as an infant’s. She ocenpied a special apartment,
any in the

the most lavishly and richiy adorned o
house.  Her room was very near the Lord’s elegant
suite on the second floor of the wesi wing.  She was
never scen about the house, and was only visible to
the favored ones at meal time, when she sat at the
Lord’s right hand.

Wihere the fair creature came from very few know.
She, teo, was one of Apostle Mamby’s acquisitions.
He met her one day on a train out of Chicago, and,
without speaking to her, or ever havinge scen  her be-
fore, so mifluenced her with a glance of his magnetic
cyes that when he left the car she accompanied him,
red pre-

until she awoke to find bhersel! within the sac

cincts of Zion.

Schwemnfurth was at once altracted 1o the beauty
and determined to make o convert and o favorite of
her. Tt will be remembered  there ave no favorites

there who are not converts, amnd, more then that, who

through the tests which vender therr
It would

not do to introduce those to the inner Sanctuary, the

have not passe

defection the remotest possible contingon:

holy of holies, who were liable at any tinie or under any
circumstances fo read their recantation. The very €x-
istence of the Church Trimmphant depends upon the
most rigid adherence o this rufe.

Angelica, the conmmunal nawe given this virl, prOved
to be a withng and apt convert and made  rapid pros
gress toward the sumunit of grace and fevor of the
i . had not

cords This was the more astonishiog s st
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inclined to religious thought before het induction  as
a member of the community, Dut the Messiah gave
her his personal carc and attention, and as he found
her mind peculiarly receptive it was barely a month
before she submitted to the final ordeal, called: “The
Garden of Eden Test,” and passed the Rubicon of the
Church 'l‘rimuplnz;nt. Now the L.ord called her “his
soul’s mate” and most of the time that she did not
spend in his apartment he spent i her’s. She was
the reigning queen of Zion.

Among the others who stoad high in the favor of
the Messiah was Mrs. 1. 13 Tuttle, the wife of a
clerggman who became insane when she joined the
sect, and an exceedingly handsome woman, Notwith-
standing she had not seen her husband for three years
she had a little daughter but one year of age, a heau-
tiful, loveable child to which Schweinfurth was espec-
ially attracted and made much of. She has had others
since, all "children of the Holy Ghost,” and of course
in purity above and beyond those of the married pea-
ple in the home.

There is still another especial favorite, Mary Wel-
don, the only daughter of the venerable farmer to
whom reference has already been made. She, ton, had
reached a pure and sinless condition, although she
hz'td not at the time of Clara’s coming been blessed
Wlt.h that familiar intercourse with the Ioly Ghost
which Mrs. Tuttle enjoyed. She nightly prayed that
Sh.e might thus be filled with the holy spiri'r,»;m(i her
faith, firm as adamant, would not permit her to douli
that such fervent, heartfelt prayer as she daily sent
up would be ultimately answered. ’

Mary was about thirty vears of age, and was 2
person who, outside of her{allacious rehigious notions,
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would be regarded from her conversation and deport.

ment as a s:r::nsxl vie and very well-inforwed  woman,

She was much in the rooms of the Messiah, it being
her especial and blessed privilege to wait upon him,
He needed a good deal of waiting on, and during the
heat of the summer she was often called upon to sit
by him for hours, bathing his heated brow or placing
cracked 1ce to his throbbing temple, for the egregious
mistakes of some of the blundering discipies bothered
che Lord so greatly that he frequently suflered with
violent headaches.  Mary was not less faithful than
the Mary of old, and her reward would come in due
SCASON.

There wore ather faithful and sinless women, but
none so highly favored as these threw, and none of
the three so tenderly regardsd as  Angetica, whose
surpassing beauty and willingness to accede to the
desires of the Messial had secured her rapid advance-
ment ustead of a long and devoted service,  She wis
unless she

not required to attend the Sunday servics,

felt disposed to sit in an casy chair at thie head of the
 could se2

starrs, among the holiest women, where
the Lord and hear the sermon without boimng '\ub]"Cth

to the curious gaze ol the lower ordors of Zion,

Clara’s mndifferent recoption 15 now secounted for.
Pertiaps she, too, will be received into hagh favor and

blessed belore a great while; or, regaining her wonted

somse, will quit the “swect fiehds of Eden” en
We mnst wait and see.

Snday she was permitted to attend the  services,
1

can at noon aml

held i the receplion room, which
ourse of the

fasted a little over three hours,  The
Measstah tnpressed her deeply, Shet mww? { his words,
yration.  She

as alid the othors, the Janguage  of
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was especially delighted with the exquisite singing of
Sehweinfurth and his  sister, Marie, anuther holy
woman, and moved by the carnest praycrs wlich he
oficred to the Father. Anon she watched the busy
stenographers, taking down cvery word the Messiah
. Indeed, the

whole service was a revelation and a delight.

£

uttered for transnussion to the branch

After this she was at liberty to converse with some
of the other women nntil bedume, and on Monday
worning she was informed that she had been selected
to assist in the school-roora and in ihe care of the
children. The school-room is on the second fioor of
the main building, where same thirty pupils are daily
taught. Not only was she expected to assist in teach-
ing the children, but in caring for them before and
after school hours while the mothers were engaged
their several occupations.

But Clara did not mind this.  She was fond of chil-
dren and was sure she would get along with them
splendidly, unless it should transpire that the chil-
dren of heaven are less easily managed than those of
the outer world. FHowever, almost all children are
susceptible to kindness, and it was not in the nature
of Clara to give them anything else.

Now, having iatroduced her to Zion, and scen her
3 1 ~ M
mducted into the dutie

assigned her, we may leave
her for a while to “wor

I

out her own salvation.”
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VE COULDNTT FOGL THE MESSIAU

When  Arthur IMitzroy bade {farewell 1o the kind-
hearted, albeit warm-tempered Dr. Wilkie, of Kansas
City, and scttled himsell 1n his scat for the journey
to Rockford; he gave his mind over to an analytical
consideration ol the vexed question befor: Liim. How
should he cut the Gordien knot? e was thoroughly
convinced [rom his brief experience with Ameliaat the
branch hone, supplemented by the “pointers’ given
by the doctor, that the employivent of his time and
means in legal efforts was “love’s labor lost,”  The

physiciun had presceribed o conrse

of systematic pilous
dis

imulation-—that s, he thought the wisest thing
Arthur could do was to pat on the cuter carments of
bhumility, employ what facial effect he was capable of
in the cultivation of a meek sanctitude, and enter the
community of Zion as a probationary cundidate for
uitimate translation inte the bigher pioses of the
kingdon.

“Put what woney and other valuabies vou have into
a banl vault at Rockiord,” sand the doctor, “if you

want to sce them again,  Then put i a or two

practicing deportment and  acquiring the feeling and
loalk of a person whao has just reached the other side
of a sheltering fence two feet alicad of the horns of a
nid bulle The nicest way to do this wonld e to visil
vour uncle at some of the pawneshops  and inaquire

[t
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what they are willing to let vou have on vour watch,
The looks and answers you will yecerve will make you
feel small enough in o short time 10 pass through the
eye of a needle, L this s not conveniont, an attempt
to extract informaiion from some of the policomen

hothe saroe purpose.

you meet will answer prott

et

[AAREL

Then walk down to Zwon | [ sy “wall’ and

‘down’ advisedly.  The Sorip Honock and 1t

shall be opened unto you’ ; wnsn't be too

sure about it in this

the car-marks

of a dejected and perishing soul ¢

inger und  athirst

for the waters of life, and have o pretty straight tale

of woe to unfold, you may find balm in Cilead. Per-

haps vou will be taken in o moere than one

on probation; otherwise vou will staed hike ort vaz
ing in at the gates of Paradi and unable o enter
and participate in its glories. 1 you can stcceed

this scheme vou may live a chuance

woman and labor witlhe her, or spirit hor away, or do

something to save bor {ronr this aofernal rasenl. |
P LS N M 1§ i B N
can’t tell you just whet yon shoukd do. omore than 1o

exercise great cautioy amnd crocuwmspection f vou hope

to succeed.  Above all, don't vo ol balfcocked and
upset the whole thing. feonoreneral wdea of wihat

I conceive to be the most offective methe

Poul worle

mg.  You will have to arcange the detmls yo

which, of necessity, will depoud upon citcumsian
Though naturally svers
lieved the doctor’s plan far muore o

other he was able to cnn

i
i

when he reached Rockiord L

be govered 0y s new-found
might be male nequranted withh some  more advaits
geous nieans  perbaps

,

among hose rosiching o the
Bix Years Tn Heaven

i
i

Zsi
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vicinity of the place; if not the doctor’s plan would be
put into execution as soon as possible with safety.
Arthur found Rockiord a city with a “boom,” though
a remarkably substantial one. He had the aAppearance
of a young man of affairs and mecans, and had hardly
wriggled himself in safety through the variegated ag-
gregation of noisy and importunate hackmen who
thronged the station platform when he was beset by
another danger—that of being dragged into quarter-
sections by “hustling” real-estate dealers, ever on the
alert for a customer with cash. The local papers
called them Yeity builders,” because they went and
sent nto the money centers of the country and in-
duced capital to come in and buy their subdivisions
and additions and help build factorics and big brick
buildings; so that whatever spirit of selfishuess or
avariciousness may have been the source of the in-
dustry and  perseverance—untiring  as the scissors of
the three weird sisters—with which they continually
pressed npon the stranger within their gates the golden
opportunitics for profitable investiment, they at the
sanme time helped the city amazingly by accelerating
the wheels of industrial elfort and extending the un-
confined Hmits of the place Ly the admission of newly
platicd additions,  Some invested 1o their regret,
as people always do who are influenced by the alluring
phantasmagoria and glittering delectations of the real
estate mang but the majority of iovesters in Rock-
ford turned their  money over in a way that gave
them no reason te complain, for. a= has been said, the
Hoom " was not of the transitory sort. Nevertheless

the person who has Diad a business traunsaction with

ntative “dealer in dirt,” cepeciaily ina towd
woiate the mad

N Y‘(f})‘:“(v‘,.‘

with o “hoom” auxiliary, is apt Lo«
with the momory of Ananias.

-
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Arthur soon convinced these men that he was not
in the city for the purposc of investing, and when
assured of this they dropped him incontinently and
went each his devious way. He was struck with the
spirit of progress on every hand. It was very differ-
ent from the quiet rural life to which he was accus-
tomed at home. But what afforded him the most im-
pressive food for serious reflection was the succession
of church spires which towered skyward. Ie seented
to be in a veritable city of churches, yet in the inme-
diate vicinity of these striking evidences of Christian
zeal rested an ahomination of abominations—the com-
munity of George Jacob Schweinfurth and his famous
zealots.

“How is this?” he said to himself. Aud then he
looked again at the multiplicity of tall smoke-stacks
belching out rolling volumes of black smoke, heard
the incessant whir of the fast-moving electric cars,
the din of the busy vehicles and the hurrying tramp of
those whose pursuits called them back and forth upon
the streets, he made up his mind that hc was ina
progressive city indeed, where the people were too
eagerly intent upon extending theilr comwmercial do-
minion and laying np individual treasures to stop and
storm the citadels of sin oftener than their quasi-social
church obligations required of them each recurring
Sunday.

Perhaps he was not so far astray.

In pursuance of the suggestion of Dr. Willie, he
dete%’mmed to spend a day or so in the caty hefore
m.akmg l}is way to Zion. There was a possibility of
llllliill.ei;z;fn:f?l??ilj,glﬁlaf Woiuld be of ;.u;lvzmta‘;:s to
himself i o d)i;tt‘ wa \xpg, leisurely about, he found

rict that seemed to be devoted en-
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tirly to the manutacture of furnitoce, (o he conld look
m ne direction that his vision did not rest on the mam-
moth outhues of o factory. Being mindod to get an
idea of the dircction in which Zion should be sought
he accosted 2 Swedish teamster nesrs ane of the

factorics:
“Say, my friend, can you rell v which direction 1
-

should vo to vet to Zion

The man, who was losding newly fHinie

¥
i

chairs on
a wagon, pauscd for a moment to look oy bim and then

resumed his worke without answering. e did net
understaod the question. Secing this Arthr spoke

ngati,

“Can you tell me where fi

“A broad grin spread iselt over the faen of the de-
scendent of the vikings as he replied -

Ay daen know; better askh M

“Mr. lohnson?

“Yaw:  he baen preacher.

“Lonly speak Bnglish,

vt oasking you
e | mean

where the heaven of the «
the other hoaven near the o

Ay dacn know,

1

“surely you have heard of b

i who keeps

ot

iy BEABy woimen ahan }?57217
O, Yesus?"
“Yos; that s the person. Do yon know  where he
Bves?”

“Av tank Twe baen sax mile thas v

ga1d  the
his hand,
i jargon that

man, mdicating a southerly  direction witd

and then lannching mro an unintelli

was intonded ;

a disquisition on the g ! sleekness

and supervior hoaxing abilities of Scirweinfurth.

Arthur heard Inm through and thor walk

e away 10
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search of semeonc who lhad acquired o httle bette
command of Enghish.

During that day and the oue toliowing Aribuy tatked
with many people regarding the place to which he
was soon to direct his steps.  Thoere were none who
did not voice pretty much the same opinion as b
Wilkie, that any attempt to veach the Messiah by
legal methods would be abortive.

“Why,” said one lawyer, 10 whom he tallked ten min
utes at the very reasonable cost of w dollar, "you
might as well try to catch a weansel asfeep as (o get
George into the mieshes of the Taw.,  We have tried
about every scheme we could think of. amd he has had
the faugh on us every time. A warrant to scarch the
branch heaven was all vight, but it wouldn’t be worth
the paper it was written on here, When Coll Schwern-
furth remodeled the building hie had the work done by

i

carpenters and others who are nenmbers ol the com

munity, but it is stated on good authority that ihore

are several sceret rooms and alcoves t

hooentrance 1o
which can be found by none Lot the faithinl Anv-
one else might hunt for a month of Sundavs and

never get within a thowsand niiles of the combination,

he will ot you
see her, tf she is there; 1f he s not a wagon Joad of
search warrants wonldn't help youn.”

[f he 1s willing you should sec the

Have the officers of the law
asked Arthur.
Yes; auite {roquentive Deputies have

to get goods belonging

5S

nover  visited  Lium?”

one there
to those who remamned o fow
days and then lose their el

i

orous ardor becnuse of th

1

he vyl N 1y e T\ i
‘ c'\rd work he set them at. Manw people who 2o to
his heaven ave disappoiniad b

soothoy fiave sonie

hi Hse d ‘ ‘
thing else to do besides Jayv ofl

ery and things,”

LCCI




134 50X VEARS IN TEAVEN

“Do the officers have trouble?”

“Nonec at all. jake always appears to be glad to see
theny, aud every bit of property is forthcoming at
once.”

“Mas he never been sued for the recovery of mon-
ies?”

“Several tunes.”

“What does he do?”

“"Always sends some trusted apostle to effect a set-
tlement belfore the affair gets into the court. O, he's
foxy, is George.”

“1 preswme he is never crowded {or means when an
alfair of this kind comes up?”

“Not often. I guess George has a little treasure
lard up i heaven.  Of course he spends a good deal,
for there is nothing small about the colonel. On one
occasion, | think it was just after he remodeled the
place, when he had a money settlement to make with
some contimacious dupe, he had to put a mortgage
on heaven for a little matter of ten thousand dollars.
But T think he lifted that very soon afterward. It's
a sad thing to have to mortgage heaven, isn’t it?”
added the lawyer, with a laugh.

“I suppose so,” Arthur dabiously replied.

“The papers here made a beap of sport of that
morigayge, but I guess it was nothing more thana
temporary embarrassment. Schweinfurih is well fixed.”
“You think, then, there is no nse sending an oficer
after this young woman?"

“Not the shightest. Tl take your case if you like
and make the most T can of it; but honestly, speaks
ing as a {riend rather than a lawyer, it will only s poil
your prospeees for the better plan you mentioned a

moment ago.”
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"1 am sure 1 appreciate your kindness,” said Arthur,

“Q, that's nothing.” answercd the lawyer; “we are
not all robbers.”

“He is certainly a remarkable man ™ Arthur wmus-
ingly said, as he rose to take his leave.

“Biggest man in the Messiah business,” answerced
the other,

Arthur left the lawyer’s office more firmly convinced
than ever that his only course was to follow the sug-
gestions of Dr. Wilkie, and he at once made prepara-
tions for doing so. HMe deposited all his valuables
except a few dollars in one of the banks, purchascd a
cheap second-hand suit of clothes, and put it on, try-
ing at the same time to feel as sinful and as much in
need of saving grace as he really was miserable and
disheartened, and then set out on foot the forencon
of the next day for the precincts of Zion,

It is not often that persons obtain admission nto
the community in the way that Arthur cxpected to
?nter, for the reason, perhaps, that very few go there
inthat way. Most converts first pass throngh apostolic
kands, being selected for pecuniary considerations or
for the reason that Clara was inveigled, and go to the
home at least in part prepared for their reception.
Ar’tlimr entered the gate, not without observing and ad-
miring the exceeding beauties of nature that environed
him, and started toward the imposing mansion. YWhen
half the distance from the road had been traversed he
saw three or four disciples standing talking in the door
?i iilgerzesfss:t l)}arnyran(l, tu,m.in;(, lx}e 11};1(1@, his way

ey were. They reccived him kindly enough,
but eyed him very suspiciously.  These people werg
m;t strangers to imposition; the treachery ‘mf tlmsw:
who had come among them professing  a beliet that




s on trath rom

ranen g oy |

Lierie o source of

repentod porsooat i therelore  the advent of

cvery siranger w ot less mis-

Tiving
Arthior

them, but

ome ene of

Lo offer but

the Tabor of shich wouid oo (]z,:vo[edly

given were he permitted  to remain talked wi

the mens for some thue, Jooking  ov sonie of the
blooded stoch

me thienr with

v sndd T press
A hiorseflesh.

Gradually, and without apparest hie insin-

nated himsel! inwo theiy ¢ fnally one

cenerable old

of the men, Deter Weldon, a son of

tarmer. said there was possibly o pluee for oy man who
thoroughly understecd the care of horaes and volun-
teered 1o 9o to the hoose himsclt and soenk to Mr.
Scliwointortho v behalf of Avthor, whioh he did ina
short time,

good pro-

b already

Arthur fattered hinse!l he was mial

gress as far as the men wore  conceriod,

he began o medalge a Lope that hig a0 o would be

nght, was
~ob not "go

sanguine
since he
he figured
snfurth,

with

Wihen

i m,‘:i ill it,
b by young
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¢ i admiss
(v and the










HE COULDN™T FOOL PhHE DMERSIAL 134

Still the Messiah had nointention of turning Arthur
away. It was not necessary, to begin  with; besides,
the Lord had a pleasing repute for charity and benev-
olence to maintain. It was known in the neighbor-
hood that no one, however poor or lowly, was cver
spurned from the threshold of Zion.  Even shabby
mendicants, who made no profession of the faith were
cared for sometimes and sent on their way rejoicing
and praising the sympathetic kindness of Schwelin-
furth. No exception need be made in Arthur’s case.
It was very easy to arrange things so that his presence
there would be a matter of small moment so far as
Clara was concerncd.

Young Weldon was instructed to admit him on
probation, and permit him to assist in the stables,
and at the same time caution the faithiul disciples to
keep him constantly under surveillance. Arthur gave
the name of John johnson and was so entered upon
the books of Zion kept for that purpose. The Messiah
said he would talk with him about bis spiritual condi-
tion when he found leisure.

Thus Arthur, more easily than he had any hope of,
became a member on probation of the Church Tri-
umphant, and began his duties about the stables at
once. He worked along until Saturday without secing
the Lord, and had almost madce up his mind that au-
gust personage had forgotten his cxistence. One
thing his keenness detceted during that time, how-
ever—that he was under the espionage of the disciples.
At no time, night or day, was he permitted to be alone
fc?r any length of time. When the dutics of one dis
ciple called him away another quictly took his place,
and he rightly guessed that all he said and did was

re . . .
ported to Schweinfurth. e was glad he made this

discovery, for, though he had been very carveful, he
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would now exercise sull greater circumspuection.  Sat-
urday Schweinturth strolled

out and  look over the
barns and ordered a single carriage bhitched up to

drive to town.  Arthur, who towered a head above the
i in the

presence of a wonderiul man-—a man whose mild yet

wretender, was conmpelled 1o confess hims
E

piercimg eyes and magnotic presence were powerfully
felt the mowent he drew near,

He taiked with Arthur for a fow nunules, scemingly
finding the answers to his queries  salislactory,
Then e gave him a few words of praise {or the man-
ner in which he had discharged his duties, miade some
suggestions as to the means for attaining the higher
walks of life and returned to the house,
ane, it bes

No wmention was made of Clara by eitl

own why
Wossial to
give any intimation of her presence at Zion Indeed,

ing no part of Arthir's parpose to have
e was there; and it had not pleased the

s0 fav as Arthar was concerned, he was nol cven Ger-

tain that she was there, though he prosumed she was.

He confidently expocted that al the Sundi service,
when the whole honschald

he would at least sce her, though be did a0t oxpect

supposed  fe gather,

shoanx-
ERAENY E;\/ the
orn her

to speak with hor,  After awaiting with le

rety for this bonr to coms he was cass

keenest disappointment,  Tle could not dis
pation,
She

housge,

sweet, well-known featiires in the motleyv con

for the sufficient roason that she was not o

the first Snaday shie passed
bt very niany Supdanvs came and went before shie was
seon thore again.,

Arvihinr continucd (o vlay what he cancoived 1o be

0 the Oharch

2 clever deception upon the members
Triomphant, but the Massiah, whe konew cxootiy what

{

wowas deing, smfed at his fotile elfor,




CHAPTER NIV
PROSPEROUS, REAUTLEUL Z10Y

A cardinal idea of the Christian heaven is perfect
tranquillity.  Schweinturth wounld have this condition
obtain in his subhinary heaven were it possible, which
1s not always the case. All the members of the com
munity cannot be made absolutely sinless and holy,
thus eliminating the promptings of envy, jealousy.
unbelief and cognate frailties of degencrate hamanity.
If this could be done Zion would he heaven indecd.
Sometimes, however, the members ol the Churgh Tri-
umphant pursue the even tenor of their way tor con-
siderable periods undisturbed by these incitant mo-
tives. Then, again, there comes a season of uarest.
Some disturbing clement stimulates the Tatent worldly
passions beyond the control of the powerful will at the
head of aftairs, and an uproar cusucs. As troubles sel-
dom come singly, there is generally a surprising in
crease in the qnantity of eracked fce and tender offices
required in the sanctified apartments on the s
floor.

While, even in the domestic economy of Zion,
such  contretemps cannot be entirely obviated, they
are generally subverted in a way that resonnds to the
glory and honor of the Messiah.

It is a year now since Clara and  Arthury became in
mates of the home, and it bas been a yvear of gratify-
ng quiet. They have not seen cach other in all this
time.  Clara has been rigorously excluded from the
Lt
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body of the congregation at the Sunday services, the
only place where there was any probalility of his see-
ing her. Occasionally she was permitted to sit in the
spacious hall at the head of the stairs, where she could
hear the sermon and loock upon the divine features and
yet remain concealed from thosce bhelow. She had no
knowledge of the presence of Arthur at the place, and,
as far as holding communication with her was con-
cerned, he nmight as well have been at home at Shel-
byville. _

He had, 1 reality, vo more positive knowledge of
her being there than the day he came, thoush some of
those better versed in the affairs of the mansion told
him there were several young women there who came
from Kentucky, but none of them had attained the
higher plane of life and were consequently not in favor
with the Lord. This was all so far Arthur had to
encourage him, for he knew that as long as they kept
themselves separated from a condition of perfect holi-
ness their honor was safe. When at night hie repaired
to s unattractive quarters, over ouc of the barns
about which he spent most of his time, he breathed a
tervent hope that this state of affairs nright remain un-
disturbed wntil an opportunity came to him and re-
warded his patient waiting.

tara suill performed her unchanging daily round of
duties in the school-room and among the children,
in this respect.

and no fault could be found with her
She remained in much the same condition of mind as
when she entered the home, The Messiah had many
talks with her, in which he praised the unvemitting
care she gave the children. But she was in possession
of a peculiar phase of unbelief that effectnally pre-
cluded her spiritnal advancement.  Tihis, of course
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was provoking to Schweinfurth; still he treated her
with a degree of consideration he let her fec] she did
not descrve, because he knew she was earnestly striv-
ing to overcome her unbelief. 1t was his policy to
avoid any semblance of harshness unless absolutely
essntial to maintain the discipline of the home.

Clara only thought of her pareuts in a vague way.
The memory of them seemed more a dream than a
reality. She did not scem to realize the possibility of
anyone in the outer world mourning her absence.

In a material way the year past had been a very sat-
isfactory one for Schweinfurth. s crops had been
abundant and brought good figures; his stock had
multiplied; the new converts had been unprecedent-
edly tractable; everything, in short, tended to a great
increase of his mundanc possessions and the upbuilding
the Church Trinmphant.

He had gained ground as well during this year of
prosperous peace in the estimation of his more tme-
diate neighbors, and nothing had transpired to call
down the further opprobriom of the people of the
neighboring city of Rockford.  The adjacent farmers
said they never had a better neighbor. Belated in se
curing their crops, any of them, he sent men and
teams to their aid, positively refusing 1o accept re-
pnmeration. Was there an accident to man, beast or
?mplement, aid was tendered from Zion without wait-
mg for a request. Did sickness overiake a member ol
a‘neighl)oring family, the skill ot the heavenly physi-
mar'), Dr. Brown, and his well-stocked pharmiacy werc
thexr"s frec of cost.  Soemetimes the Messiall would
go himself to minister to a sick child he scemed to
be so fond of children and often, without the awd of
'tllrl‘:%’jer‘;mj::i: Otfoddrmw the suflering one back from

eath,
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Several instances of this soert are often spoken of b

! y

the people of the neighborhood, One case was that of
a child six vears of age, who was seized with a severe

cold and reviittant fever. Vhe discase soon increased,
with great heat on the

1
H
i

read, the tongne coated and
very dry, with great thirst and copious voemiting.
Schweinturth heard of the tlness of the ¢

boid and per-
sonally called to sec him belore measures had been

utes he

paysic
then placed his bands upen

taken to sununon a physician.,  In two o
put the lad to sleep. e

the child’s stomach and in less than five ninates he
awobe and was relioved.  The {ollowing day ihe boy
[ cxcessive
d refuse
an to Mrn
And 1 no nstance

was up and had only the usual feeling

weakness,  Tover alter that svhen sick

Schwemfurth and put to

did the Lord fail 1o mak ine well inoa fow nanutes

On another o who was

sullering with paralysis of the hip downward on one

side, which the parents said cawe on while he was

cutting los teeth. Schweinturth put the ohild into a
decp wesmeric slecp, and  wheon he awol walked
across the room, excluiming to his mothe

TObh, maomaad wy lee s owells See b can walk

on 1"

P

able porsons wihe e willing

There are many  repud
to vouch for these and simdar inlinces of his agnetic
power.

’ vseldon emrploved this vemarkable power

except for healing purposes, and in gnany cases he

found 1 Tar more officacious than all ithe ooeaments

ol the pharmmcopora, Indifferent ialocases

among the childien of Zion he ot o attend

to, concerning hi

v

O con-
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duce to his divine repute. A surgical operation o
course, would have to go into the hands of the doc-
tor, for Schwemfurth was a physician only i the o
telligent application of animal magncetisny, though pos-
ing before his people as "the grea physician. "

Between the two, Dr. Brown, being reaily a wan of
much skill, there was during the jear just passed,
or at any time Dprevious lor thai maliter, very tittle
sickness among the members of the commnity,

It would be a little hard tor the ordinary observer
to tell why Dr Brown found himsclf at Zion.
Notwithstanding his professions of unwavering faith
in the divinity of Schweinfurth, he was not uf hreart
a true believer. He had not beena successful practi-
tioner in the outer world —not that Lc k;’n:v«; Jess than
the generality of physic

ians.  To tell the trath, he
probably knew more than the wmajority of reputable
men in the profession. But he seemed to have started
out under an evil star,  Dad luck continually dogged
his footsteps. e lost case atter case that a man with
haif his ability might have saved. FEvery physie
who has practiced any length of time knows what s

means, and any horest one will acknowicdge how
much of an element of suc
or bad fortune mav be.

fatlure arun of good
A oman wil o get a succession
of cases that he loses, while his brother prac
whose office is "over the wa

itioner

i and who s ne more
skillful or careful, will perhaps not lose a o

within
a year. This s something neither patients nor the
- 1 . ot

public take into consideration, |

dows
the lucky doctor as o

DO Surpas

¢ nad abil
iy, and the unlucky ane a

Dr. Brown, leaving cnliegc
pects, experienced a series

Six Years In Meaven

with thie é«:'i:_m::ﬂ, Pros.,

st such misioriunes
1y
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at the outsei of his career, the whole culminating i a
swit for malpractice by a revengefnl paticnt upon whom
he performed a dehicate operation, and from whose
person he failed to extract a piece of veedle he had
broken while using.  The man obtained judgment for
a consuderable sum, and the doctor, fuiding his purse
depleted and his professional reputation sadly tarn-
ished, became disheartened and no longer sought to
acquire a legitimate practice.  When an  opportunity
was offered him of prescribing for the saints in the
Church Trimmphant he gave up all which was nota
great deal- -to devote himself to the service of Schwein-
furth.  Apart from his skill, it my bo stated, he was
a man of divers quirks and crochets, as will appear
s @ niost useful

in a subsequent chapter; but he
member of the community and was given greater lati-
tude in the home than anv other apastie.  However,
if e did not believe i the diviniey of Schweinfurth,
ing  effrontery

SN

Cont

he adnired the magnih

)
with which he proclated himsel! aad e cxtraordinary

executive ability with which he muintoned his analo-

gous position.

The doctor knew hittle or nothing of the power of

animal magenetism when he becanie an mmate of the
howe. Being an aliopathic doctor be did not feel him-
seli at liberty to consider winh wm Coriousness the
patient philosophical researches of =nch minds as the

]
Daron von Richienbach or Iy sirner, unless he
But when

swilthing to cast aside maediead otloes,
B el the world and sts mnltiplying fiinx})}‘)ointnlelltS

» 2k at the tongues
je was free 10
sised to reward

o e

wi feel the puol

of the angelic host and their progon

vy held of scence that p

sstigations,
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The firet thing that drew his earnest attention Lo
the mesmeric power of Schweinfurth was when a smatl
slight built woman helonging to the home fetl down
inan epileptic it The doctor believed that her ep
Hepsy was dependent upon a severe form of hysteria,
and e treated her for two months with iron and vale

ria, [n spite of his utmost cflorts her fits remained

as scvere as ever. Schweinfurth took thee i hand

himsell finally, and pet the woman into a heavy mes-
meric sleep. Dmring the next month she exhibited no
phenomena wore remarkable than a common deep
unconscions sleep, never having a return of  her fits,
The mesmeric treatment was continued at intervals,
with the result of eventually bringing the woman
back to health and strength.
Thus the doctor from  first being a skeptic, became
an enthusiast in this undevcloped science.  He oon
discovered that he possessed extroordinary magnetic
power, and g short time exceeded i successinl ex-
periments anything the Messiah would have attempted
or believed possible.

There was only one case at Zion during the year
that these men felt the

cuecesstullye Tt was that of a woman i the last stages

selves ineapable of treating
of consnmption. She was beyond  the power of med-
cinl skall, magnetic or otherwise, and Schweinfurth
knew that no divine interposition of which he was
ey e eyl T PPN - M .

capablie could lTong keep the britde thread of life from

stapping. Both knew this, and each knew that the
other kaew 1 Bot it

t was not the purpoese of the

il to have snvihing  transpire in the home that
oL upon his supernatural power. A
ve that tendency, tnasmuch as his {ol-

brelieved lie could not only heal the
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sick in all stages of disease, by simply wil.ing that dis-
solution should not take place, but conid raise the dead
as well. 1t was thevelore given out that the unfortunate
woman, not being firmiy  grounded 1 her belief, de-
sired to he removed to the hospital at Rocklord, where
she was soon alterward taken. Of conres she died, but
it is doubtful if avnone at the home besides the doc-
tor and the Messiah knew what Dbecame of her; and
as she had bLeen an inmate but a short time, and so
sick during that time that she formied no attachments,
no one thought to inquire what followed her removal

to the hospital.

Thus quietly passed the first year which Clara and
Arthur spent at Zion. If Schweinfurth had cast his
divine horoscope he might have discovered more troub-

lous times ahead,




?

CHATTER XV
P FURET DEATH SN HRAVEN

Sehweinfurth was indecd sorely troubled. Iiad 1t
been the unfortinate woman so wiceremonionsly  dis-
patched to the hospital three months before it would
have been a much less seriouns matter.  He conld have
found some pretext for permitting the worn and ema-
ciated form to rest undisturbed in the silence of the
tomb. Dut this was a beautiful and amiable child
that had passed away - a little daughter of Wilham
Weldon and granddaughter of the venerable owner of
the farm.  She was a child deeply loved by all within
the home. \With the announcement of the little one’s
death it seemed as thongh an irreparable calamity bad
overtaken the people of Zion. lt was & sudden call
for the Messiah to stop and  think, and the wmore he
thought the more perplexed he became.  However,
he kept his thonghts to himself and  disclosed to no
one the feclings of uneasiness that agitated his mind.

Some time before the child had been ill—very ill—
but by the excreise of his healing magnetic power he
bronght her back to health and strength.  Subse-
quently the ehild was wounded by the accidental dis-
chiarge of & rovolver in the hands of the father, from
the effccis of which death soon cnsucd, despite the
well-dt

coted efforts of Dr. Brown, who employed in
vain ail the means at his command to stay the fast-
ebbing tide of life. And )
Y

when the last flickering
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spark tlow upward and expired he wonderod what the
ontcome would be.

The funeral was tnvested with more than ordinary
solemnity. Fhere were about a huondred sorrowing
frie nd, m attendance, including a number of the neigh-
bors. The vasket was placed In the recoption-room
where the Sunday services were held,  t was covered
with Howers and adorned with beautiful foral designs,

ighborhood.

153

the gilts of sympathizing friends in the o
In the fineral sermon Schweinfurth had  little to say
about the Inture of the child, the entire discourse be-
ing in the natnre of an apology for his inability to
raise the dead to life. He felt the gathe
to see him restore the child to its angnisi

ring expected

sedd parents,

and his remarks, therefore, were along the line of an

explanation of the impossibility of such an act.  He
pointed out the fact that john the Daptist was be-
headed and that the Lord was unable 1o ,e.zt(‘rpose in

f that the

his beliall; and he then expressed the heliof
Father, in his wisdom, had called th: hitle one to

cmpyrean joys, as a flower too sweet s’ beantiful for
vartt,

The address was a miserable disjunciion of inco-
herent sentences, but one idea advanced iy Lo worthy
of preservation:

“Those who believe in worldly pleasires  pleasures
of sight, taste, touch, smell and lecting - il suffer
untoid agony in the world to come. With death there
comes o taking away of those scnses, aod  (he conses
quent faking away of the only pleasuros which the
dead person is capabie of (mj')ying. "

He referred feelingly to the time when the dead

«on his soul.
to health

child was i1+ the emotions that plaved o
God had thea permitted him to restore

1
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and the enjovment of life.  From that time he had
Joved the child—-loved her withan intensity hetghtened
by her near approach to the grave, He was glad the
bereaved father and motber felt like saying, “Thy

will be done”~glad that the sun of light had risen so
high that its golden rays were not obscured from mor-
tal viston.

At the conclusion of his address the friends of the
family were given an opportunity of viewing the re
maivs.  The corpse was remarkably life-like, and the
sight of the beantiful features, now forever locked in
the calm embrace of death, brought tears to the eyes
of many of the spectators.

A pathetie incident occurred while the friends
were taking their last Jook at the sweet features of the
ehild in the cofin,  Stepping forward to the casket,
and raising his hands high above his head, his voice
meanwhile trembling with suppressed emotion, the
father of the dead girl proclaimead his nnshaken belicf
in the claim of Schweinfurth as Christ wawfest in the
flesh, aund voiced his desire to bow submissively to
the will of the Father, who gave and who also took
away.

Then, after a hymn by Schweinfurth and his sister
Marie, the remaing were conveyed to a point northeast
of the house and temporarily interred, the intention

of the Messiah being to select a more appropriate pri-
vate re

ting place at an early day.

Apart from the parents of the dead child there was
probaly no one who mourned her death more sincerely
and deeply than Clara, nnder whose especial care the
little one had been for more than a vear. She had

formed a strong attace nt fo 1 t
or Lstrong attachment for the child, which was
ALY e

vocated, and when the last sad obeervances
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were imished shie relieved the poignancy of her grief
in a Qood of bitter tears,  Her deep distress was not
of long duration, however, for she saon felt she had
no right to murmar because it was not the will of the
Father to restore the beautiful and tender bud of
affection to the arms ol her agonized parents and
others of the hionschold who loved her almost as well,
She would cease hier repining.  Still a question as to
the divine power of the Messiah did not enter her

mind. Doubtless there were all-sufficient reasons why
the child should not be called back to carth that were
beyond her feeble comprehension

Arthur, dmpressed by the genuine sorrow of those
around him, mourned with the othecs the death of the
Little one; but he Jdid oot say much, for it was hard
tor ham 1o vestrain the feelings of indiguation which
moved him as he listened (o the hypooeritical discourse
of Schweinfurth at the funeral.

When the solemn services were ended, Sclhweinfurth

wssued a variely of orders to the fanhinl and retired

te bis apartmentis. o intended to remain in seclu-

s1on two or three dayvs, unless some untoward circum-
' i b arteniion.  [le did not
»w out of the
wanted to be aione for a

rasonably certaiu that the
pure awd hieiv women to whom he devoted so much of

rard wounld gy

7

s tiwe, even Angelics, his soul’s nte, would be
shur out from his gracions presence for the thne being.
iob hringing

, TN

back 1o hie theJovable child the miembers of the house-

However satishied with bis reasons for

hold nught be, he was not satisfied himself.  His pos-
bulale was voadily accepred, but be wanred te contrive

H

soue way Lo give 3t ostill more eftect.  There must be
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no murmur of grief or woo within the confines of
Zion.

Sehweinfurth had been in his apartments but a few
minutes when there was a quiet tap at the door of the
outer room. At first he paid no attention to this, but
directly afterward, when he heard the well-known
voice of De. Brown softly ealling to him, he arose and
opened the door.

“Ah, Doctor! is that you?" he said. “Tiwas thunking
of you a short time ago and wondering why | did not
see you at the grave. Come in and take a seat.”

The dector did so, and Schweinfurth continned:

“I suppose my people feel keenly the loss of this
dear child.

“They ean hardly feel otherwise, Mr. Schweinfurth,”
replicd the doctor.  “She was such a truly affection-
ate andd delighoful chstd, ™

“So she was; and my heart 15 moved with sorrow
because the stricken friends cannot compreliend the
purposcs of the Father, He would have her with lum
m the higher icaven. 1 would have restored her
the sorrowing heicds had 1t been in

to
my power,”

A sure vou hweindu

“1 Vo
“Do thiey marimae i
“1

have heard no

et complaint, bur 1 suspect
some of the less Dathial may

, in ey hrearts that
Vour power has been curtailed, il oh L osi

your power has been curtailed, though Lsincercly hope
Pam mostaken.” ‘

boave sad to the Father, "Thy will, not mine, be

r{:-piécd the doctor. “But 1
or rather to beg the prive
i omand.

I -
aotor; I have never
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" That ts true, Mr. Schweinfurth; but the experi-
ment [ have in view 15 no ovdinary oue. in truth I
do not regard it as an experiment. for | am as certain
of 1ts accomplishment as that 1 am here. It is some-
thing as well that may be made to redound to your
credit.”

“I can have no part in any mmposition :

(ON My peo-
Heant look

ple,” returned Schwemnfurth, with o s
at the doctor.

“T would not dare to ask you, sir, to be a party to
any imposition,” said the wily dector, undorstanding
thoroughly what was 1n the Messiali's mind.
the experi-

“Very well : vou may state the nature o
ment you propose to perform.”

“You understand the peculiar wental and physical
condition of Mrs. DBruce?”

“T believe you told me she has heen ino2 teance con-
dition closely resembling death on severn! occasions.”

“I did.  Netwithstanding this ihere ¢ no probabil-
It at present.”

1y of the woman's dying a natural dea
“You do not propose to dispose ol her summarily, 1
,

oy ho prtrsent."
-anly tem-

hepe? 1 have had cnough of death

“No; not exactly dispose of her at

porarily.”

“Make yourself clearer, doctor,”

“Towilll Mres, Bruce, as yon are awarg, spent many
years of her life as the exponent of ihe phenomena of
spiritnalism. She was one of the best of mediums
until her mental powers snccumbed to the continual
strain which sbe mmposed and left her w woefully
jeed, firm in

mpaired faculties.  She came here, in
the belief that you are a powerful agent of the spirit
world- a medivm greater than any other”

“Uam asware of that, and heennse Topealize her des
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plorable mental condition I have humored her whims.
Argument would be wasted upen her”

“It would of a surity; but that is not the pont.
Her peculiar crganization enabled her to throw her-
self into a trance at will, which she always did preced-
ing a manifestation. Tron continually subjecting her-
self to this condition by the power of her will she has
finally reached such a stage that, in the present en-
feebled state of her mind, these trance spells come
upon her involuntarily and are of much  longer dura-
tion than when induced Dy her own will. My investi-
cations into the science of animal magnetism have
shown me that so-called spiritual manifestations are
nothing more than another forn of the same magnetic
agency which you and I have so often employed in
mesmerism.”

“1 had not thought of that,” said Schweinfurth.

“The ancients worshiped human spirits,” continued
the doctor, “and it is contended by some writers, Ilugh
Farmier for one, that heathen mythology took its ori-
gin from these manifestations. 1 can trace the anal-
ogy of these phenomena to the operation of magnetic
currents. 1 have thoroughly convinced myvself that
the trance condition into which Mrs. Bruce, had been
accustomed to {orce berself, and which now comes in-
voluntarily, withont the faculty of clairvoyant reading,
mayv be as readily induced by the will power of an-
other person—by my power--and may be made of
such duration as [ please.”

Schweinfurth inclined his head in approval, and the
doctor continued:

. “On several occasionsof late I have put this woman
Into a trance condition, all amimation apparently sus-
peaded and the respiratory apertures hermetically
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closed, and feft her an this state for a period of eigh-
teen hours,”
"I have ne doubt of the possibility of (his, Doctor,

It is only another form of magnetic sleep. T'he natoral

functions are not enirely suspended. altiongh they
may appear to be.”
“Well, what T want 1o get at is this: [ life can be

maintainced for a considerable rime in t}

way in her
roony, it can be just as casily done m a coffin under
ground.”

The Messiah started, but said nothing, and the doc-
tor went on.

“If the body is inhumed care must be biad to pre-
vent the escape and absorption by the carth of the
hear of the body. Shonld it beconme cold and the blood
congest, death would ensue, for, althnugh the subject
is to all intents and purposes dead, the

al organs
st perforni thetr functions.  The hlomd circulates
and the process of digestion continnes, hut in such a
tmmeasurably fow degree as to be bhovond  detection

by ordinary methods; and the body ac left un-

der ground for a month with perfect safety 1f the an-

mmal heat is retained.”

“And yvou waut to porform this experiment with
Mrs. Bruoce?”

“I do.”

“When?”

At once—to-day. 1 have cvervihing

£

o adiness,
this morn-

The wonan has been in g trance sinee oaels
g and will vemain i that condition unti aboat four
o'clock to-morrow alternoon.”

“And if she should die?”

“She ds presnmed to be dead before she s huried .
I she really docs die she will have to reanain dead.
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But she will come up out of the carth again none the
worse for her night’s sleep below ground.”

“Are you sure?”

“1 am quite positive,”

“This is an unheard of performance.”

“No, it is not, Mr. Schwemfurth. I have myself
scen it done three times in ladia—at Allahabad, Delhi
and Benares.  The medical profession has long recog-
nized that a certain Bast Indian caste  calling them-
eslves Adepts posscess the power ol practically suspend-

ing the vital functions for an indefinite length of time
while they perform these burials and resurrections.
The scerets that make this posible have been handed
down through numberiess geuerations and are believed
to be unknown outside this religious sect.  In the
course of thonsands of years these Adepts have gained
a vast amount of occult knowledge, and many of the
feats they are able to performn seem to practical west-
erners a little short of being miracnlons, It is the
belief of the medical profession that the tfeat 1s per-
formed by means of a drug which reduces respiration
and the action of the heart to a condition that can
only be detected by the most rigid tests. With a sup-
ply of food and water on the stomach, life may be
mainiained for a considerable time. 1 have assured
wysell that no drugs are necessary, and I do not be-
heve any are ciployved by these Adepts.  The will
power of certain individuals is strong enovgh to enable
them

to put themselves into a state of asphyxia, or
this power may come from another, as it will in this
mstance.

CWall" said the Messialy,

wiusingly, "1 understand
whint vou meain.  You have

my consend, sud rosqa, to
serform thus delicate test in the interest of the sci-
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ence to which youare so heartily deveted. But it must
be understood that 1 am not a party to this death and
resurrection. [ cannot cansent to practice a deception

upon wy people, however much the success of the ex-

periment may accrue to my advantage.”

“Certainly not, Mr. Schweinfurth.  But 1 do not
proposc to make an explanation to any others of the
nature of this test, and if vou arc not present and the
belief shonld Decome general in the howe that you
have called the dead one back from the grave, it will
not be my fault.”

"L will hold vou responsible for nothing lor which

1

you are not to blame,” replied the Messinl.
The doctor rose to take hiis leave.  As he was about
to do so Schweinfurth added the parting injunction:
“Doctor, I trust you will proceed in this atfair with
extreme caution. L believe you understand what you
on to do
this thing.  You miust sce to it that voir allow your-

are about or I would not give vou permis

- v . il
o unfortunate ar embarrassing accidents.’

Aginst mis-

severy possible precaution

Rap,” repliod the , and then he hastensd to his

aparimer firnal preparations for this

aston

Shortiv alicr, he caused  the annonacement to be

cad in her

made that Mrso DBruce had been found
room, and that she had probalily been dead since early
IN(;)H:UI,\"

Menvwhile Sehweinfurth locked his and re-

sumed |

cougitations,




CHAPTER XVI
FHE DOCTOR BSAPPOINTED

It may be wondered why this remarkable physician
was not tempted to supplant the Messiah in the gov-
ernment of Mount Zien. It would be a very natural
desire for many men similarly situated. Perhaps the
doctor, if be thought of such a thing at all, called fo
mind the story of Lucifer, who “would rather rule in
hell than serve in heaven,” and, as is universally un-
derstood thronghout Christendom, was given the op-
portunity to do so. Lucifer fell to rise nc more
The doctor did not care to incur any such risk.  He
appreciated the Messiah’s  extraordinary  excentive
ability and the cohesive power he was able to exercise
among the diverse elements of the Church Triumph-
ant, and was content to remain first 1n the confidence
of the Lord instead of

1

usurping  the throne of grace
and attempting to carry on a work for which he felt
himselt illy Btred. He would never make a successiul
head of the churcl, but he made an astonishingly suc-
cessfnl and nscful auxiliary to the head,

There was great counsternation in the home when
Two deaths
in sach rapid succession had a paralyzing effect on
the inmates, and some of the more timid ones stood
around as thongh petrificd with fear.

Then it became
whispered about that 1t was the purpoese of the Lord

the death of Mrs. Brice was announced,

inl

Dix Yodie

I3
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in this case to rajse the woman [rom the dead. No one

seemed to know on whose stement

authority this

was made, but it was generally belioved and cupected
the miracle would be performed, and very soon every
member of the community was a prey to the liveliest

sensations of cager expectancy.  liven Arthur Fitzroy

awalted the outcome with an unnsual degrce of mterest.
Where was the Messiabh during this tove?  Still
o

atled

cioseted in his chamber; and the nupression pre
that, like Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, he was
Lifting up his volce to the supernal throne for power
to preserve the chosen people of God from the ruth-
less agsaults of the grim King of Terrors. s fol
acy ot Jus direct

lowers had faith to believe 1o the offic
intercession.

Meanwhile a grave was prepared inoa portion of the

bured, the

‘

grounds aparst {rom where the child
{ i

Or Lo

<

doctor himself preparing the Do

1

He would have preferred to b her romain vader

Lot in

ground several days before being resurrecto

truth, he did not consider her a good

cxperument and was willin

ne to talie no
was thin and fc(.:hh:r the |

sest, with pot oo large a

reserve of vitality. Fowever, VIS,

oleaninos
maintain
oy the blood
he Jdid

aparttacnts to
'
J

he had fed her for several days previous

foods, thus producing an excess of calovic

warmth in the body during burial

from becoming congealed.  The

when he carried her rigid form o
complete his final preparations the fungs

s then

to the atmost with pure air. The

turned back 1 the month aad pushed down the thorax

mosuch o oway as Lo close the aperture o the lungs

and stop respiraticn.  The wiouth, no cars aud oyes

ey
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were then hermetically ccaled with wax, The next
operation was to completely coat the entire body with
a preparation of pariffime, in order to closc the pores,
thus preventing exundation oy infiltration.  The whole
body except the face was then swathed tightly in flan.
nels, a fillet being reserved to cover the face just be-
fore the body was lowered into the tomb. The pur-

pose of this was to retain the caloric while the body
was 1 the cround, These being covered by the shroud,
the “remains” were ready for the cofhn.

The casket differed from that ordipatily vsed, In
that it was much larger than ibe body 1t was intended
to hold. This casket was to rest inside of a rough box,
much large again than the coffin, and both were per-
forated here and there on the sides.  The perforating
was merely a precautionary measure, [t was not ex-
pected there would be any poisonous gaseous discharges
during the short time the bedy would remain buried,
but if there should be the perforated boxes would
permit of their escaping and Dbeng absorbed by the
soil. A clay soil was selected, that being impervious
to water in the event of ramn.

The perforated sides of the casket were concealed
by appropriate drapery, and with the aid of two dis.
ciples the body was placed in this peenliar receptacle
and left in the doclor’s apartments to await the hour
set for burial at dusk that evening.

There was little discussion of the death, every mind
being intent on the coning resurrcction wlich they
all felt sure the Lord would Dbring to pass. Most of
the disciples belicved hie would prevent the rematns
being inhumed and call the sister back to life at the
grave. It was certainly an toportant epoch in the his-
tory of the Clhinrch Trivmphant

EerEen
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In the meantime the doctor had another faithful
apostie select suitable pall-bearcrs, those being se-
lected who were least intimate with the woman dur.
ing her short but rather eventful life at the home.

It was also given out that there would be no burial
service, the expectation in regard to the woman ren-
dering such offices unnccessary.

At the appointed bour the faithinl gathered at the
grave only a few of the members of the community
being absent. [t was announced the Messiah would
not put in an appearance. There was a visible feel-
ing of disquietude among the saints because of this,
but 1t found no more forcibie expression than was given
in the anxious and furtive glances of the apprehensive
men and wonen assembled there.

There was no one beside Dr. Brown to whom the
faithful could address thelr anxious inquiries, and he
was so busy it seemed impossible for him to stop and
answer questions,  Still, as he moved about, more
concerned as to the success of this experiment than
anything else, he was occasionally stopped with such
inquiries as these:

"Will the Messiah be present?”

OF——

“Will Moo Schweinfurth raise the sister up at the
grave?”

To all these eager questions he gave bhut one an-
swer :

“"Have faith. The sister will be with yon again in
life before another day has gone.”

Then Apostle Scott, one of the select among the
men of Zion, stepped forward and made some re-
marks:

“Dear brothers and sister: It is not for us to inquire
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what the purpose of the Lord is at this time. We
have had the blessed assurance that the dead sister
will be wrested from the power of death., That is
enough. It is not necessary the Lord should be here
in person. Lven now he is in the seclusion of his
chamber holding communion with the I7ather, to the
end that more fruitful blessings may be vouchsaled
to the people he loves by the beneficent hand of om-
nipotence. What matters it if he be herc or there,
or if the cold earth clods cover the body of her we
love. She will rise again triumphant over the sting of
death and the corruption of the grave.”

Despite an exoteric indication of unbelief there was
really nothing of the kind to speak of. Their faith
was ample, but the two succeeding deaths had 1m-
bued them with a feeling of fear and dread that the
simple presence of the Messiah for even a brief mo-
menf would have dispelled.

The doctor, followed by the pall-bearers, was on
the way to his apartments when a messenger handed
him a note from the Messiah. HMastily glancing at 1t,
he saw it was an imperative order to procced no further
with the burial operations. Iearful of the ontcome,
Schweinfurth had determined at the last moment to
forbid the test, being assured that if the woman was
reported dead and should yet be restored to her
friends on the following day, it would scrve the same
purpose without incurring the risk involved ia inter-
ment,

The doctor was sorely disappointed at the unex-
pected decision of the Messiali. He had set his heart
on the performance of this test, fecling sure of its suc-
cessful accomplishment, and disliked to give it up.
However, there was nothing to do but obey the orders
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of Schweinfurth.  These could not be disre

avded by
even so favored an apostle as Dr. Drown. S he went
reluctantly back to the grave and announced tiwt the
Lord did not desire the sister to be huried, from which

it was only to be inferred that be did not intend she

H

should pass from among them forever,
There was much joy amony the faithiul when this
announcement was made. None of them wantc

the grave close over the narrow tencient. and as
= E

they dispersed they loudly expressed  their

that the Lord had decided to provent this.
It was stated the next morning by the doctor  that
Loy

the dead sister would probably be restored to life
about the middle of the alternoon  To some of 1}

mates ol the home, hupationt to witness the promised
evidence of the Messial’s divine power, the day
along very slowly, as wonld be the case with
us under siondar civcinnstances,

Harly v the altermoon the doctor rook the

Band,  The bhandages wore removed and the was

from the varons sealed apertures. Then the bo

brishiy rubbed with a warm solation intended o open

the pores. 1t had retained its warmth, thoueh no

signs of returning animation woere yet apparcnt,

Hall un hour before the fime set for the woman to
come from her trance her lhnbs began to twiteh, These
uiovements continued with increased {oree lor perhaps
tweoty minutes, whoen the patient epened her eves und
looked calmly arcwnd, as thouy!

been perfectly aware of what was taking

voshie had all

>oLme

“How do yeu fec]?” asked the docter.

“Much better, thank yvou,” was the caluy roplv. *I
have had o Jong and refreshing slecp.”

“That’s good. 1 will now leave you to wot vourself
inte shape to see company.”

s e
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ed to be spread

The doctor then swithdrew aund caus
s again

the gratifyving intelligence that Mrs. Drace w
of them and with them, and could not romember when
she felt so well

To the faithinl in Zion, who had so cagerly watched
for a manifestation of the supernatural power of their
deific head, the restoralion of Mys. Brmce was nothing
short of @ miracle.  The Messiah had not cven gone
near the dead woman. e bad not scen her in the
embrace of death cxcept through the eyve of omnipo-
tence and this made her restoration to them the more
impressive,

It was announced that the Tord would not appear
until the Sunday service, and when, at that time, the
assembled members of the Chureh Trinmphant saw
him take his place in the pulpit, they looked upon his
calm face with a decp reverential Jove that absorbed
the whole being. There were few present who would
not have felt it an ecstasy ol joy to Iayv down their
lives in the service of the Messial.

Schweinfurth made na ailosion to eithor of the im-
portant events of the last few days, but preached a
long, powertul and affecting sermon, 1in which he ex-
patiated at length upon the snpreme duty of nmques-
tioning submission to the decrees of the Tather

After that the aflairs of Zion again resinmed the even
tenor of their way.
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CHAPTER XVII
A VAN WOMAN'S  BULIGHTED LIVE

The second year of Clara and Arthur’s connection
with the Church Trinmphant was drawing to a close
when the peaceful life of the members was again dis-
turbed by the obstreperous actions of a recaleitrant
convert, followed by the persecutions of the nnhal-
Iowed world.

Clara still cared for the children of Zion-—except
those born without sin——in a very satisfactory man-
ner, oanly that her lack of faith still kept her in a sec-

ondary place, for, to imtbue the minds of the scholars
with the doctrines of the new dispensation, reqaired
the exercise of authority by one wholly converted.
However, the Lord had lately promised her that she
would soou have an awakening [rom her spiritnal lethe
argy and atwain a condition of purity and holiness of
which she now had no conception. She did not kuow
the nature of the change in store for her, thongh she
felt sure the Tord would keep his promise and she
would soon be abundantly Dblessed.

Arthur still filled his position of equerrv io the
prince of light in a way that frequently called words
of praise from that gracious personage. The Messiah
gave himself no concern as to what advancement
Arthur was making spiritually. He knew very well
he was making none and probably never wonld; but
it he performed his arduous duties satisfactorily, asked

168
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for no remuneration and made ne disturbance he might
go along till the “crack o’doom,” or until he was worn

Strange as it may seem, Arthur and Clara had not
yet seen each other, not even at the cvening concerts
and entertainments which were sometimes held, and
described.  While Clara re-
mained in ignorance of Arthur’s presence, he now felt
assured from what he had been able to learn, that she
was in the house and had not yet rid herself of the
phase of unbelief that kept her from advancing to a
higher plane of life.

Among the newer converts was a pretty, vain and
Jittle woman-—Mrs. Medora Miller Kine-
han—who was a source of vexatious care to the Mes-
Previous to becoming a member of the com-
munity, nearly a year before, she had resided with her
husband, an industrions mechanic, in Rockford. She
was considered a consistent and earnest member of
the Presbyterian church of which Dr. Conde was then
pastor ; but she fell into the hands of the emissaries of
Schweinfurth and in a short time became a convert to
The result was the disruption of an-
She declared her purpose of gong to
heaven to live, and her husband left her, thew little
son and the city, and never returned. In a short time
Mrs. Kinehan carried out her resolution of gowmng to
She moved her household effects down to the
farm, where they were stored in the loft of one of the
barns, and she and her little son were admitted to the
community.

Under the influence

which will be hereafter

very foolish

the new faith.
other family.

of Schweinfurth this woman
exhibited peculiarities that would be langhable were
they not overcast with such somber shadows. She
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had been flattered by being told that she wasn pretty

woman, and she was.  Her beauwty had the elfoct of
making hor excecdingly vain, She therefore coveeived
the tdea thar when she went to Yion the Messiah would
at once mstadl her mon comtortable place, where her
duties, 1f she had any to sperk of, would be light and
pleasant, In tins, of course, she was disappointed, It
has already been seen that things are not done that

way in Zion.  Instead of Dbeing agrecably situated,

with merely nominal duties, she was informed she
would have to start at the bottom, advancing as she
grew m grace. This, being altogether something else
than she anutcipated, was barrowiog to her  vanity,
and the seeds of vebellion were lodged in her heart
from the beginmng.

1t was while she was in one of these rebellicus
moods that Schweinfurth called ber before bom and
held her spellbound for twe hours, When she entered

the room she made o ilippant and  anory remark, but

before she could Jet loose the loodante of her wrath
he transfixed her with o glance and the singie word,
"Medora?”  He kept those eves of bis fived vpon her
tor two hours, and when he got np and left the voom
she fell to the floor (v oa fant

Mre. Kinehan had frequent talks with Clava, aad it

she did

much to keep the latter fromw progressing  spiritas

s dikedy that, Tn sewing the secds of unbeliet,

ally.

Pinally one day when the Messiah was absont, Mres.
Kinehan stole awav from beaven,  Throwing the bag
over her shoulder which she had filled with o mumber
of smaller articles belonging to her, and clasping her

I, she snlbied forth from

litde boy fHrmly by the han

the gates of Zion, bravely trudeing along in the heat
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and dust until a friendly farmer came along and gave
them a “lift" into the city.

It soon became noised about in Rockford that an
angel had deserted heaven, and the pretty, misguided
little woman became an object of exceeding interest
to the representatives of the various local papers. She
was interviewed by nearly all of them in succession,
and, being in a vindictive frame of mind, did not hes-
itate to impart all she knew of the workings of Zion.
She stopped temporarily with a lady friend, a member
of the church to which she had belonged before her
infatuation for Schweinfurth, and there Mr. Williams,
the reporter for the "Times," found her. Alter a few
preliminary remarks she said, in response to a guery
if she had left the home and the Messiah for all time:

“I have had an experience that will last me a life-
time. Schweinfurth is Satan in sheep’s clothing. |
am convinced his relations with other women are of
the most unholy nature, and that, while the rest are
deceived, he is a villain, a fraud and an ummoral rep-
robate.”

“What are your reasons for thinking so?" asked
Williams.

“Because T have seen Miss Mary Weldon, the daugh-
ter of the old gentleman, go into his chamber when he
tetired and remain there until morping.”

“How do you know she remained there?”

“Of course I am not positive as te that, but 1 have
seen her come out again in the morning as 1 went to
my work."

“Did no one ever say anything about this?”

“I spoke to the Lord once about it and he said he
was suffering from u severe headache and his head was
80 heated Le could not sleep, so she attended him,
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adnunistening cvacked ice and cold clothes. Tremarked
that 1l e was tho Lerd hie ought o be able to dispel
his head trouble without the nid of Miss Weldon, but
he said his disciples gave him too much trouble. ”

“What else did he zio that scemed to be out of the
line of propriety 77

“When he was tived in the daytime he used fo go
into Mrs. Tuttle’s room instead of his own. 1 theught
it very odd, but he used to explain it by saving he
wanted to get awa

v from the noise.”

"What else have yvou observed?”

A short time ago T discovered that Miss Weldon
was in a delicate condinon. T told Mr. Schweniiurth
what T had f('mnd and asked him how he accounted for
de CItoas
trie. 1t s the work of the [Holy Ghost,  Tf you were
entirely re

it.  He looked at me a moment and theon

med and sanctified voun world understand
i, There can be no sin iy her,”

“Ind you believe him?”

"I must confess § did not, 1 tried to belicve it but
ouldn’t. 1f she had 2 nataral protector Tike the Vie
gin Mary it might not scem so ‘;%1.1‘;“1;{& Lat 1 dont
see how God can expose a girl that way,

They do aot deny the gitVs condition at the hame?”
“Of course not. Do we not all have The

child is liable to be born at anv moment. When I

saw her yesterday she was reclining in an eas

the frout paslor, hourly leokng for the COMING Cvel

“Happy, was she?

“Supremely soo Ter eves fasely sparkled with the
satisfacton she feli at bewng pormitted to bring » sine
Tess child into the world,”

“Are there other children of the Haoly Gliost there?”

“Yes, several. Mrso Tuttle has two, and thore are
others.”
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“This will be news 1o the people of Rockiord, Mrs.
Kinehan, "

“] guess it will  Dr. Brown atiends 1o all these
things, so that they never have to call i city doctor or

I

let people outside know what 12 gomg on

“Did you ever speak to Mrs, Tuttle shout hes
dren?”

“Yes; | told her ouce such things were beyond my
limit of faith, and she said to me, 'O, hush! When
such wicked doubts enter your mind vou must not give
way to them. Believe and trust; it s all you can do.”

“Did Schweinfurth ever say any thing improper to
you?”

“No; he knew better. e s a very sharp man and he
knew he had not wen myv sonl fully,  Don’t you sup-
pose Satan knows wheiher he has got a soul fully de-
fivered to bim. Schweinfurth knows, for I verily be
lieve he is the cvil one hamscll.”

“ N ‘
Do you remember anything be said 1o yonrecently ?”

Ny . o

Not long ago he said | had reached the time when
I must give up my life, my soul, my all, tohim; when
I must have no thought of my own, no will of my

:

own, no aspirations —when I must become fuily re-
deemed and live only to execute his will and oboey fis
pleasure.”

“Then what?”

"My eyes were opened at last and I was Jdisrusted
:clnd disheartened. 1 decided to leave the ploce and its
infamy and if possible get back to my husband and live
again a lifz of devotion to my fome,

“How wore vou treated then? What about your work
and your {ood?” M

““If ever there win a sol of devoled, uncompromsing
white slaves, they are the people who hive al heaven.
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He teaches absciutely that there is no other God on
earth but himself—that his word is the law. All the
women and men, except those who have reached the
dignity of angels, have their task assigned them, and
they work hard and constantly. My work was cook-
ing, and | was kept in the kitchen all the time, with
scarcely any rest often from seven o’clock in the morn-
ing until ten at night.  When [ went there 1 was told
I must give up evervthing to the Lord. [ gave him
my watch and chain, my rings and all my jewelry.
They were tithes to the church, and he has them yet.
The others gave up everything. I have no idea what
money and valuables he has, but he must have a lot.
We were given vegetables and bread for [cod. He
always bad meat, but told us it was not good for us,
and that we should deny ourselves, 1le gave no butter
and no coffee. The food was hardly nourishing cnough
for the fatiguing work we had to do. Very often we
were faint and worn out and during his long sernions
would fall asleep from exhaustion. That uscd to make
him terribly angry. One day he preachod a sermon
in which he said he would sumion thunderbolts and
strike those who went to sleep during the service, After
that we just propped our eves open and forced our-
selves awake,  We were afraid he would eall a stroke
from heaven and destroy us.  Buat I noticed it didn’t
bother Mrs. Tuttle any. She used to go io sleep as
she pleased, but no thunderbolts ever struck her.”

“What does the venerable Father Weldon think
about his daughter and the Holy Ghosi?”

“O, he is awfully pleased.  He has perfcet faith in
Schweinfurth and werships him devoutly.  The other
day he stood up before a lot of usand soleumly said:
‘What God has done once he can do again, aud do

1

as often as Lie pleases.’

AT,

i
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“Did you anticipate if you remained much Jonger
the Holy Ghost claim would be used to your injury?”

“I can’t say what might have followed. Tsaw cuough
and learned enough to be satisfied that with all his
smoothness and pretense be is a conswmmate impostor,
and T Jeft. I think when 1 fost my belicf in him there
was no other extreme to which he could lead me.”

After a few more questions and answers ol an un-
important nature, Mr. Witliams took lus leave and
hastened to his office to write his interview. He knew,
though Mrs. Kinehan did not, that her disclosures were
certain to awaken the indignation of the community,
and it would be surprising if vigorous measures were
not taken to put a stop to the infamous proceedings at
the Weldon home.

It will be observed in all of Mrs. Kinehan’s answers
to the questiosn of the interviewer that she was able
to statc very little with positiveness beyond the fact of
Miss Weldon’s condition and  the treatment accorded
herself and others not in favor with the Messial It
was enough to awaken the righteous wrath of the re-
spectable people of Rockiord, but it was not enough
upon which to base legal proccedings, as the sequel
will show. For the next few days the papers teemed
with sensational and highly colored acconnts of life at
the hot-bed of infamy so near therr doors, but except
in one or two instances the reporis were altogether
maccurate.

It was generally conceded that Mrs Kineban was a
disappointed woman, and very many people were un-
charitable enough to say that had she reached the ex-
alted place she expected at the oatset, she would have
yet been a shinring light in Zion.

The next day she sccured the services ol a lawyer,

Siz Yeursin Heaven 1%




_
i
o

SIXDYEARS IN HEAVEN

and in a short time a wagon and an officer were sent
to heaven {or the household goods she lhad stored
there. They werc readily given up and carted to Rock-
ford. and again stored at the home of a friend. Mean-
while her husband was communicated with by her
former pastor and an attempt made at reconciliation,
The cifort was futile.  He firmly refused to have any
further intercourse with  the misguided woman, and
the correspondence ceased.

Itis surprising into what a peculiar condition of mind
Schweinfurth  succeeds in bringing tlms(:
brought into daily contact with him.  This
notwithstanding she had pronounced him

who are
woman,

fraud
and an immoral reprobate,” besides several other things
i a day or two left the home of her protector and,
with her little boy, walked back to the door of heaven,
threw herself at the feet of the Messiah, humbly sued
for pardon and pleaded to be taken back into the
fold.

Did the Lord lend car to her obsecrations?

Not he, indeed. e spurned her from his proscnce
as though she were the most loathesome thing on
carth; and she, driven from even that poor refuge,
with a heart torn with anguish turned her
inore toward the city, and with tears of

face once
Ditterness
streaming from her eyes led her [ittle boy along the
hot and dusty road.

Now what? The next day she found the | lawyer she
bad employed to recover her ellects from Schweinfurth
had, on learning of her preposed return to Zion, at-
tached the goods for his services and
make any conce

wus unwilling to
sion, expre ssmg the belief that what-
ever e might do in that direction would evertnally
inure to Schweinfurth, He had some

consideration
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for the erring wowan but none lov the blasphemer ag
Zion.

Again her friends came to the rescuc.
of the Jawyer and the costs of the justice were satis-
fied and her goods packed and shipped to the home of
In a few days she and ber

The claims

her mother in Kentucky.

child followed, a broken-spirited woman with blighted

life and frosted hopes, without a ray of sanshine to

brighten the pathway of the future.
But she had attained this distinction,

She was the first woman

if it could be

made of any advantage to hey:
to desert heaven.




CHAPTER NVIII

A CERTIFICATE  OF MORAL CHARACTER

The day after Mrs. Kinchan’s jnterview with the
newspaper representatives of ockford Miss Weldon's
child was born. It was a gala day in heaven, and the
rejoicings indulged in exceeded anything ever known
there before but once, and that was when the Messiah
returned after an abscnce of a fortnight at the hranch
homes. Both occasions were wade memorable in the
annals of Zion. *

On the first occasion his angels had sorely missed

him and the apostles had yvearned for his return. and
when they received definite  information that he was
on the homeward journey Mrs, Tuttle resolved to make
his return no Jess ilustrions than the entrance of Christ

into Jerusalem.  Two davs before he was due all ordi-
nary labor was supsended and every onc went  to i
work on the grand reception and  feast which were to
signalize his home-coming. Details scoured the woods

for wild flowers and the flower beds around  heaven

were stripped  of every biossom; and not only that,
but the florists of Rockiord were called upon for many '
elabovate tloral Jdesigns,

The morning of his coming dawned bright and fair,

and one hour before he was expected the prettiest dam-

sels, decked in gala attire, literally carpeted the road

for a mile with the flowers. The entire heavenly host

met him nearly two miles from the house, where they

150 -t
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unhitched the horses from the carriage that bore his
sacred person, and, attaching alongrope covered with
evergreen, hauled him to the abode that had been so
lonely while he was away. Cheers rent the air as
the procession moved over the flower-strewn road, and
the vociferaus applanse that went up when the housc
was reached was something those present will remem-
ber as long as they live.

0Old Father Weldon was standing on the front step,
and while he waved onc hand vigorously kept the
other behind his back.  As soon as a halt was called
he advanced with stately step to the carriage, and then
all saw what he had been hiding. 1t was a big gilt-
paper crown, and as he placed it over the Messiah’s
pompadour he made a low bow and stentoriously
shouted:

“Hail, thou mighty King--thou the Almighty God!”

Then revelry and recjoicing began. AL the hand-
some girls wore short dresses—-some of them exceed-
ingly short ones
no longer. VFiddlers fiddled, harpers harped, pzans
of thanksgiving went up, and in every possible way

and danced until they could dance

the poor dupes evinced their devotion to the prodigal
Messiali. The evening was spent in dancing, singing,
and a series of tableaux, and the welcome home ended
in a grand feast, at which wine flowed like water--for
Schweinfurth and his favorites —~while the others had
to be satisfied with somethung just a lttle better than
their usual homely fare.

The birth of Miss Weldon’s child was not made so
munificent an occasion, but it was made memorable
by the mirth and hilarity which prevailed dnring the
day and evening. A good deal of time had been spent
getting ready for the great event, the work being done
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under the direction of Mrs. Tuttle. There were pas-
sages selected for each member of the community to
recite, except a few, among whom was A\tﬂmr who
were not permitted to have any part in the fesiivities.

Although celebrating the advent of the child, all
the passages were sclected culogistic of Schweinfurth
and some of the poor people had a hard time com-
mitting their speeches to memory.

In the evemng they all met 10 the parlor, where all
except the musicians and the dancing girls [y abbre-
viated skirts formed 1o line and awaited the blowing
of the horn which \hou d announce the approach of the
Messiah.  Directly he came 1n, lecaning on the arm
of Mrs. Tuttle. She led hinm to a large arm -(thzsir dec-
ind lowers and placed the gilt-paper

orated with flacs

crown on his head. Then the music began and the

faithiul marched and countermarched until they were
thoroughly tived.  Then the

directed at the henign individoal who sat there smiling

pared speeches were

on his faithful people.  When the oratorical ontburst
subsided the marchers steppad aside and the short-
skirted girls danced and c;sp:;m«l until out of breath,
And it is only fair to say that in the matter of high
and lofty kicking some of the yvoung women elevated
their pedal appendages in o way that would have done
credit to professionals.

The child, which 15 called Myrtle, i1s as like the
Lord as it is possible {or man and child o be.
Schweinfurth has sandy hair, “kinky™ and wavy, and
so has the child, The eyes of both are identically the
same hue of hazel, and nose and mouth are Qtn!cawly
similar.  The Messiah has exhibited a marked fond-
ness Tor the child since the day of its birth.

Indeed, e is very fond of all the children of heaven
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born into the world without s, The dayv of Movrtle
birth a thoroughbred jersey cow we

set apart for her

1

md 4 maid was appointed Lo wail npon

exclusive 1

the mother. 1t is needless 1o say the luckless young

1
woman who officiated in this capacity was kept busy
late and early.

There was rather an unpleaant s

quel to the birth-
day festivities when the papers were brought from the
city, the next day. They contamed Mrs. Rinehan’s
expose with comments on the birtho of Miss Weldon’s
child that were anythi

r but complimentary fo the
professed Lord of the universe. There was an intimae

tion, also, thatthe grand jury. then in session, would
take cognizance of this sink of wiquity, as one paper
described the place.  Schweamfurth was unconcerned
as to what the grand jury did, for he knew it could
not go far without evidence which it was impossible
for it to obtain; but his serious apprebensions were
aroused by the announcement that a number ot indig-
nant citizens were carnestly debaring  the advisability
of taking the luw into thetr own hands aod  mobbing
the libertine blasphemer. When bt saw this he catled
the househoid together and made » fengthy address on
the want of obedicnee on the prot of some of them,
to happen if they did not rewder obedience, 1 a vio-
lent mob laid hands oo heaven ot wenld Lo directly
due to their disobedience,  1le so worked on the feel-

He said therce was no telling what  God wonld allow

ings of his dupes that some of them eried bitterly, and
one disciple, more carncst
with these words:

“O, Lord, 1 love you with all wy heare, my nund,
my soul. T will never disobey a

tharr the rest, borst oot

single command., 1
will willingly lay down iy life for yon and do anys
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thing you connuand, cven if I amn burned at the stake
for it.”
That night and for some time after a pick

b ouard
of ten men went on duty every evening and remained
until daylight, when another guard of five men took
their place during the day. The hounse was put in
shape to give any visiting mab a warm reception,

There was one person in the commuuity wha secretly
wished a mob, and a strong one, would come.
That person was Arthinr Frizroy.,  He believed such a
visitation would mean the success of the long deferred
project which brought him there.

That afternoon Schwaenfurth prepared the following
manifesto, to which ho cansed to bLe attached the
signature of a considerable number of the members of
the community and then procured its publication in
several of the local papers:

Yo ihe [

We, the undersigned members of this family or
assembly of Mount Ziou, desire to bear unto you a
word of testimony in solemin truth and verity, as to
the relation that exists and has ever cexisted here be-
tween the opposite sexes,

Mr. Schweinfurth has, from the very beginning of
the history of the Church Triumphant, taught us that
to rise to the divine plane of living, it 1s absclutely
necessary for the married people to all practice con-
tinency and the unwarried chastity; both in the strict-
est sense of the word. In this matter there is ever uni-
formly observed the greatest rigor on the part of ns alt.

We are a family.  The deportment of the wen 1s

such as it woanld be if all the women and youny ladies
about them were mothers and sisters. No looseness
or impropriety wonld here be tolerated for ane single
instant,  We are all of the sanie mind on this, as well
as all other subjects. The men, by noble endeavor

ple of Rockford aud Ticoddy -
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and lofty discipline, have Lanished from the mind the
idea of sex and sexual love. The love existing be-
tween the sexes is purely platonic, or more properly
expressed, christadelphian —a Christly Dbrotherhood
and sisterhood in the family of God.

The closest proximity of male and female in meet-
ing or parting, ofr associating, 18 manifested in the
shaking of hands. Nor is there aught here of the na-
ture of unpleasant constraint or restraint. We debight
thus to live.

There has by us, for the time being, beep laid aside
the idea of marrying and giving in marriage.  Nor do
we feel that in so doing we have jeopardized the mor:
als of our church and society.

Our church is established upon the foundation of
absolute and divine purity of heart and life. Our
society is inside the chureh.  The church has erected
her walls and bounlevards of chastity and virtue around
her society. Thus is salety insured unto her charge
and foster child, which her society is.

We, as a church, believe that Jesus of Nazareth was
conceived by the holy Spirit of God; thar the Virgin
Mary did not bear the secd of man, but that the new
life was a direct impartation from God, the Invisible
Spirit. We also Lelieve that this same (yod still hives
and that when e had clothed sonls in robes of Virgm
white He blessed some of them in precisely the same
manner in which He blessed the Holy Virgin of yore.
We, with one voice, solemnly declare before God and
man that inside the Charch Triumphant or in this fam-
ily there has been no compromise  of virtue and no
traversing of the civil law of this fair country nor this
our magnificent commonwealth. 1t is as far from us
as is vice from virtue to foster or practice or tolerate
aught that is condemned 1 onr civil statutes.

Herein have we ever exercised ourselves to have
always a counscience void of offense toward God and
toward man. We are most assuredly in  the closest
friendship with law and order. We are in our private
llves'just what we desire you to believe us 1o be.

Witness our hands and secals:
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5. 8. Weldon,
Mrs. A, Weldon,
Mary I.. Weldon,
John Ik Weldon,
Samuel Weldon,
Peter Weldon,
Wm. G. Weldon, i
Lem S, Weldon, ‘
Marguerita Weldon,
Geo. ), Schweinfurth, i
A, Marte Schweinfurth,

Walter M. Johnson,

Abramy M. DBrown, M, D,

Geo. Eddy,

Mrs. Myra 5. Eddy,

Laura Scott, :
Mrs. Eva L. Welch, !
Thos. McGinty,

Mrs. 5. Ii. Payater,
Melissa Collins,

Mrs. AL f. Tuttle,
Paul T. Bartlert,
(reo. B, Morgan,
Miss 5. S, Freeman,
M. Lucile Barr,

Geo. F. Ostrander,
Miss H, K. Lines,
Ruth I3 Clase,
Leicester AL Bartlett,
Lily A, Ravmond,
Mary Scott,

Wm. M. Barnes,
Sara Armonr,

W, . Armonr,
FElmer (5. Purbish,
Bertha 1. Olson,
Mary 12, Remsen,
Archibald Traser,
Mrs. Amelia Frazer,
Norma Condrey,

1. Chester Whitney,
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1t will be observed that the names of Arthur and
Clara are not appended to this document. It contains
only the names of the trusted ones.

The following cvening a niecting of citizens was
called at Rockford, which was largely attended. The
former pastor of Mrs. Kinehan, Dr. Conde, presided,
and in announcing the object of the mecting he said:

“As American citizens we should never allow such
an imposition on our community. H there is no law
that can reach Schweinfurth it is time there was one.
It was never contemplated by our forefathers when
they made our laws that such fallacies as this should
be permitted within the borders of our liberty-loving
country. A short time ago this man dared not pro-
claim what he is now proclaiming.  We are gathered
to-night to devise some measure to suppress this dar-
ing imposter. I do not advocate violent measures, but
I want a committee to wait on hirn and express the
united sentiment of our citizens. Why, this man is
ten times worse than Brigham Young, and there is no
law to reach him. Now, let us act together n this
important matter and at least show the outside world
that we do not and will not sanction such nfamy.”

The tendency of the remarks made by others indi-

cated that no viclence would be employed, buthe was
to be calmly and determinedly informed that his pres-
ence was objectionable.  1f he did not accept the in-
vitation to go, legal measurcs would be cwiployed. A
committee of representative citizens was appointed to
wait upon him, but the wmembers never scemed to be
able to get together afterward to make the visit, and
the meeting was thus shorn of practical results.

When Schweinuirth read in the papers of next day
what had Leen done he smiled to himself and then re-
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duced his gnard. He cared nothing for any legal meas-
ures that wmight be taken, for he knew that 1o that re-
spect he was inpregnable. Dut he was afraid of mob
violence. The day of this mecting a mysterious stranger
procured a license authorizing the marriage of CGeorge
Jacob Schweinfurth and Mary Weldon. Afterward the
members of the home denied that such a marrisge was
evar contemplated, and the Messiali himself declared
the license was secured through the agency of some

of the newspaper people for the purpos:
sensation.

> of creating a

A few days afterward the bhirth of Mary Weldon’s
child was made a subject of inquiry by the Grand Jury.
The plea of Holy Ghost paternity was there made
with such earnestness and apparcnt innocence by the
inmatesof Zion as to call forth the following remarka-
ble document, which is described by a local aitorney
as “a certificate of moral character:”

To the Hon. James. H. Cartwright,
Presuding Judge of the Circuit Court,
Of Winuebago County
State of Ilinos.

We, the Grand Jury., would respectinlly report to
your honor:

That at the sanggestion of the State’s Aftorney, in
his charge to us, and upon the formal complaint of
one of our body, we have made a thorough investiga-
tion of the alleged immoral practices of George Jacob
Schweinfurth and his followers wha five at the Wel-
don farm in the Town of Winnebago, this county.

That we have taken the testimony of all persons
whom we had reason to believe would be cognizant of
any facts in the case, including wvearly all those who
live on the Weldoa farm, aud their nearest ne

mnmpe—

|
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and that we find absolutely no proof whatever upon
which to basc any criminal prosecution.

With the exception of the fact ot the birth there of
one illegitimate child {whose paternity cannot be as-
certained; the mother, Mary Weldon, making a pre-
posterous claim in relation thereto) no fact has come
to our knowledge, that in any manner bears against
any of these people, so far as the morality of their

lives 1s concerncd.
Lucrey WILLLAMS,

Foreman of the Grand jury.
Filed October 11, 18go0.
Lews 1. Laxe,
Circuit Clerk.

Oflice of

Clerk of the Circuit Conrt.

StatE oF Iriivors, }

-85,
WINNERAGO COUNTY. s

I, Lewrs B, Laxe, Clerk of the Circuit Court and
Keeper of the Seal thereof, and custodian of the Rec-
ords and Files of said Court, in and for the County of
Winnebago, in the state of Illinois, do hereby certify
that I have carefully examined the foregoing and here-
to annexed Transcript.........
with the original now on file
office, and that the same is a true and correct copy of
the original record of the report of the Grand jury in
regard to the investigation of the alleged immoral
practices of George Jacob Schweinfurth and followers.
R In witness thercof, ! have here unto set
Seal "my hand and aftixed the seal of said Court,

and of record in this

at my office in Rockford, this r1th day of

December, A. 1. 1893.
Luwis F. Laxg, Clerk.
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The indignation which the Dbirth of Iittle Myrtle
arouscd very soon subsided, at least so far as any
further public demonstration was concerned. 5Same
of the members of the committee went so far as to
consult legal experts, but they were told there was no
legal means of reaching the wily pretender, and from

that day to this he has remained unmolested by the

law.
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CHAPTER XIX
ANOTITER HOLY GIOST CIILD

There was a long scason of peace in the howme after
the exciting events recorded in the preceding chapters.
A Sunday or two after, however, in one of his ser-
mons,the Messiah said:

“There is no question but Mrs, Kinchan was pos-
sessed of an evil spirit, which will eventually lead her
to everlasting destruction and punishment. Time and
again, as some of vou know, she has averred her firm
belief in the doctrine of immaculate conception and
expressed the hope that the Lord would some day sc-
lect her as an instrument of his will.  That she was
controlled by the powers of darkness is evident {rom
the fact that she was frequently seen walking through
the dormitory of the apostles after midnight, to their
great chagrin and displeasure. Therefore there was
nothing for me to do but to rid my blessed family of
so disturbing and dangerous a person. She came here
of her own accord, and departed in the same way. It
is not the fault of the church if we could not make
our views ccincide with her whims. She brought down
upon us by her false and wicked stories the minions
of the law, and we were made the victims of crucl
persecutions and unmerited obloguy becanse of her
deviation from the line of moral rectitude. 1t s my
purpose to eliminate every element of discord, fo the
end that the chosen people of the Almighty may not

11
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be disturbed in their onward and upward march to a
divine perfection of life.  Let her fall, into the pit of
everlasting darkness and despair, incite you to renewed
elforts for a better and purer life. 1t should remind
you also of the imperative necessity for implicit obe-
dience to my every mandate, and a shutting out from
your hearts of all desires, inclinations and motives that
are the outgrowth of wicked and worldly thoughts.
It is a lesson that all may, and I hope all will, take
to heart and profit by.”

Thus Mrs, Kinehan was formally and publicly ex-
cluded from further connection with the Chureh Tri-
umphant.

In the meantime there was apother diminntive arri-
val at the home. Angelica, the “soul’'s mate” of the
Messial, was the woman to whom the blessing came
this time. It was a Deautiful little gurd, and, fike all
the cluldren of the IMoly Ghost, was made much of by
Schweinfurth, and placed high above those wha had
entered the world less auspiciously. 1t seemed o be
a delicate child, yet Dr. Brown expressed the epinion
that 1t would outgrow this tendency and in time be-
come strong and robust.

The advent of this little one was kept from the
knowledge of the public, though, as usual on such
occasions, there was much rejoicing in Zion. This
time the festivities did not begin until nine o’clock in
the evening, because of the pressure of work about
the place. Then charades, tableaux, and dancing vccu-
pied the evening. There arc two organs, a piano and
a variety of wind and string instroments in heaven,
and people who know how to play them, so that
pleasure may be had whenever the Lord fecls dis-
posed,  On this occasion he sang a sacred solo, after
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which Miss Test and Norma Candrey represented stat-
ues, having little upon them to disabuse the mind of
the thought that iliey were chiseled trom marble.
William Weldon, the one who lost his child, and who
usually took the heroic toles, represented Moses curs-
ing the golden calf, and the same evening e showed
his versatility by a Spirjtc(i personation of Diabolis.
The night ended with some terpsichorean revelries,
in which Schwcinfnrth demonstrated  that, howcver
able farlure as a

cfficient as a Messiah, he was a misc
dancer.

Angelica herself scemed to fail after the birth of ho
little girl.  She never was strong ----;Ll\va)'s pale Ia(:ud
and fragile as a delicate house plant. A careful ex
amination by Dr. Brown failed to disclose a diseased
condition, more than that her lungs were weak and she
showed a predisposition to bronchial tronble.  The
greatest care, he said, would have to be taken of her
health. After that she was taken to the city very of
ten with the Messiah and permitted to be i the open
air when the weather was suitable as much as she
pleased. There is no deubt her moderate and con
tinued outdoor cxcrcise did her good, and tor a time
at least her bhealth was (mproved.

It has already been remarked that at ope time she
bore a striking resemblance to Clara.  She  did, yet
only that she was so much more pale and  delicate.
But one who had not seen Clara for upwards of
three years, and who knew that people in heaven,
under the eilecis of incessont teil, confinement and
insufficient food, are liable to grent physical as well
as mental deterioration, might casily mistake Angel
ica for the other.

She was walking leisurely about the lawn one pleas-

Six Years In Hoaven 13
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ant day when Arthur Fitzroy caught sivht of her white

face and slight figure.  Fis heart scemed to loap into
his throat Now, for the f{irst time since the incar-
ceration of his loved one within the detested walls of
Zion, he would bave an opportunity to speal to her.
FFor he was sure it was she, notwithstanding the
astounding change she appeared to have undergone.
Certainly Schweinturth was a severe and unrelenting
taskmaster, destroving the fairest among his dupes
without the shightest compunction; and it scenied to
Arthur, as be contemplated the unnatural color of the
face turped toward him, that both mental and physical
facultics had been sadly impaired.
He must accost her at once.  Looking stealthily
about to sce that he was not observed, he walked for
ward to meet her,  When within a few feet of her he
said, m a voice that was husky and uncertain:

“Clara!”

She heard him speak and turned her great, lumin-
ous eyes toward him; but there was no sign of recog-

nition.  She was about to pass on without replying

when he again asked
“Do you not know me, Clara? 1 am Arthur itzroy
from Shelbyville. T came here just after vou Jdid

I have been looking and watting for you ever sinee, "

The young woman looked at him strangely, appar
citly not understanding what he was talking about.

“Speak to me, Clara!” he continued, in tones of

anguish. "Tell me, for God's sake, that yon know
me!”

My name 1z not Clara,” she rephicd, in o soft,

sweet, calm voice, with a look of pitying  tenderness,
“and I do not know vou, You have mistaken me for

i

someonc else’
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“No! no!” cried Arthur, his voice choking with eme
tion. “I am not mistkacn. You are Clara -Clara
McCoy. Tell me that I have not passed entirely from
your mind.”

“How can I say that when L certainly have no rec-
ollection of ever sccing you before?”

“Are you not from Kentlucky?” persisted Arthur, the
tears springing to his cyes in spite of himself.

“Yes; I am from Kentucky., But what makes you
look and act so strangelv?  Are you unhappy?”

“I am very unhappy, Clara.”

“Do not call me Clara, please,” she insisted, though
in a kindly voice. 1 awr Angelica, chosen of the
Lord, and divinely blessed, and placed among the holt-
est women by the loving Father.”

Arthur’s eyes were fairly starting from his head.
raspod:

As soon as he was able to articulate he

“Have you a cluld?”

“A pure and holy child,” she answered, with a smile
of ineffable joy. “A sweet and beautiful daughter,
born into the world without sin or carnal knowledge.”

“My God!" eried the anguished man, "Have you,
too, come to this?”

“Blessed Le the name ol the Lord
“His righteousness endureth forever. Are you curolled
among the fully redecmed?”

Arthur cast one despairing look at the calm, white
face before him, and then, his own features distorted
and his heart filled with unutterable woe, he turned
and walked toward the barn where he spent his com-
fortless nights. He went directly to his room, where
he sat motionless for an hour, his face buried in bis

" oshe  answered.

two hands and his nmund a prey to toruring thooghts.
In the evening when a room-mate entered the checr-




J()(J SEX YEARS IN HEAVEN

less chamber he found Arthur stretched upon the floor
msensible.

After lingering for three years among associations
altogether repugnant to him, nursing a hope that he
could not relinquish, the sudden and unexpected dis-
covery that the object of his unwavering devotion had
surrendered body, mind and soul to the arch-plotter
at the head of the unholy brotherhood, was more than
his mind, already shaken by repeated distresses, could
withstand, and he sank beneath the cruel stroke.

Schweinfurth was promptly informed of his condi-
tion and Dr. Brown was directed to go and see what
could be done for him. The Messiah well knew what
had affected the unhappy man so deeply, for he had
watched the interview with Angelica from behind the
sheltering blinds of a convenient window, and was
very well satisficd to Jet stand the false impression he
knew Arthur had received. Perhaps now that the lamp
of hope no longer burned the man would want 1o go
awav.,  Very well; he could be spared, althougii he
had becu intelligent, diligent and fatithfnl i the per-
formance of his alloted tasks, which was all the Mes-
stah ever expected of him.

The doctor foand hiw threatened with bramn fever,
which discase subscquently developed. The result was
that Arthur lay for a long time hovering between  lite
and death.  His strong constitution triuniphed in the
end, and alter a thwe he was able to be upon his feet
again,  B3ut the saddest phase of his illness wag that
the discase --at least that’s what the doctor said it was
—had left his mind greatly impaired. 1le stared
vacantly at those who spoke ta him, sometimes with-
out answering, and again would give rveplics alto-
goether relevant to the guestions asked.  Ths mind

e e o
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seemed to improve some after he was able to be out

1
i

and around again, but the clond did not p
away. Any attempt to concentrate his  thoughts was
invariably a failure, and he seemied to have Jost the
faculty of placing cvents in any copsecutive order, so
that he could not tell when he came to Zion, or whether
he was an inmate once or a dozen tines.

Of course in this feeble mwental condition Arthor
was no longer able to il the responsibie position he
held abont the stables before his illness.  There had
never been so eflicient a man at Zien for the duties

which he performed. Now he was only capable of

the meanest drudgery under the supervision and direc-
iah did not

tion of someonc else.  1lowever, the Mes
turn him adrift, as he thought of doing when the poor
man was first able to be about again, or, rather, of
making him a county charge, for he was incapabie of
caring for himself. Schweinfurth bad @ pronounced
opposition to running what he termed a private una
tic asvlum, though no one probably ever saw so many
disposed to idiocy gathered together before, outside of
an asylum for the insane.

“What do you think ahbout this man Johnson?”
asked the Me
believe his mind will ever be clear again?’

siah of the Joctar one day. “Do you

It will be remembered thar Johnson was the name
by which Arthur was registered at Zion.

“I hardly know,” answered the doctor. “There's no
accounting for the vagaries of the hrain.  Sometimes
in cases such as his the patient recovers fus reason
in a moment, the light of ntefligence coming as swift
as an electric flash, which it really 1s. The cloud that
obscured the illuninating rays of reason scoms to he

swept aside with a stroke and the light tHoods
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Others regain their reason gradually, some only par-
tially, and others remain about the same to the end.
I am inclined to the belief that Johnson's reason will
return to hun by imperceptibly slow stages.  Mes-
meric treatment, | think, would help him, even toa
greater extent than 1t would one whose mind was ftlled
with strange hallucinations. Tis brain isin a stuoned,
lethargic condition, from which 1t must recuperate

much as a person would recover from a severe blow
on the head. Of course druygs are of Litte or no anvil
But he has a most vigorous constitucon, and that
is greatly in {avor of hig full and complete recovery
in course of time,  He is a person ol fine sen=ibili-
ties, and | do not think he ever had much faith 1n the
truths of the Clureh Triomphant.”

“1 do not believe he had any,” replied Schweminrth,
“Iudeed, T am qguite certain he came and remamed
here tor no other purpose than to sprite meline away
if the opportumty was ever atlorded hine”
to

“He must have thought o good deal of the
seek her rescue with such remarkable patience.

“Her what?”
“Beg parden, Mr. Schweinforth,”  saiwd the dector,
with the faintest symptom of a smile that found no
encouragement in the look of the Messiah, “Thit was
a lapsus Jipgrna. Dintended to say that he exhibited
remarkable pertinacity i remaining heve for the length
of time he has, in order to secure possession of this
voung woman and drag her back into the folbes of
the world.”

“He will not care for her now?”

“Certainly not i his present condition”

"o yvou fancy, Doctor, that of his reason were {0
return at once he would develop an ungovernable dis-
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position—that he wenid be a dangercus person to have
about the home?”

The Messiah was thinking of the consunung anger
that would be liable ta take possession of the outraged
man with returning reasou.

“I hardly know what his disposition was,” returned
the doctor; “but it scems to me he was not an irasci-
ble person. Of course a man whoe will quietly pursuc a
plan with such unwavering persistency as he exhibited,
is liable to have a dogged will somewhere back of his
placidity that might make bim ugly to handle when
he took hold for the final strugale, Quiet. determined
men are the most to be leared, and he was not here,
as you say, for his spiritnal uplifting.  But 1 think
there is no lability of our being able to say that "Rich-

ard is himself again’ for a long time to come,

i he

i
regains his reason it will come by slow deprecs. |
will keep an eye on him and let you kuow from time
to time how he is progressing.”

“T wish you would, Doctor.  Wateli him closely.
I do not like to send him away; at the same time ]
am fearful that he may just get scnse enough before
long to make him troublesome.”

“1l watch him, Mr. Schweinfurth. By the way,
H T may be permitted to change the subject, have you
noticed another proposition to put an act through the
legislature aimed dircetly against the perpetuity of the
Church Trinmplant?”

“I have.”

“What will you do if it is passe

“Tust what I have alwavs donce.  The story of the

Savior’s birth will be iy only defense, the Bible my

i

only plea. Is that not enongh?
“It is," replied the doctor, as the two watked toward
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the house from the shade of the spreading elm beneath
which they had lbocn talking.  “Lut, between vyou
and I, Mr. Schwernfurth, I do not believe the meas
ure will ever become a law.”

“Nor do I,” replied the other.




CHAPTER XX
GUT GE BONDAGE

Matters ran along in the usual quict groove for a
few months after this, and Schweinfurth began to
think it was time Clara had acquired the requisite
degree of faith to entitle her to a condition of holi-
ness. There could be no fault found with her work.
No case of inattention or dereliction had been reported
against her that was not soon shown to be groundless,
and the children loved her as deeply as she loved
them. But the Lord was growing impatient of her
perversity. She expressed a firm belief in his divine
attributes, as all his poor victims accepted his mag-
netic fascination for supreme power, but recoiled with
undisguised horror from the repeated suggestion that
she might become blessed through the avenue of
maculate maternity if she but desired.  Schweinlurth
had said little of this to her himself, but his women
had repeatedly done so for him. Their efforts were
fruitless; she could not be made to reconcile berself
to it.  Therefore Schweinfurth, having cast his lasciv-
ious eyes toward her very often of late, resoived to take

' her in hand himself.

She was surprised one altcruoon to receive a sum-
mons to wait upon him in his private sitting-roon. A
premonitory fecling of dread took possession of her
when she received this order.  She could not think of
any sin of commission or omission cxcept the one,

201
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grave enough, 1t is true, that she could not acouiesce
in the doctrme of immaculate conception.  However,
she did not dare hesitate to obey the nmperative call
of the NMessiah, and in a few mimutes she found her-
self tapping timoronsly at the door of his room, the
palpitations of her terrorized heart being almost as
distinct to her ears as her timd rap upon the door.

Schweinfurth adoitted her, and as he bade her en-
ter he gave her a reassuring smile that bhad ithe effect
of putting her more at her case. He took her hand
and led her to a seat on the sofa, and then he drew
up a rocking chair and seated himself immedintely in
front of her.

“I have called vou here, imeline,” he said,
with you of yvour unbeliel. I am exceedingly distre
to know that now, after a residence of nearly four
years amonyg God’s favored and accepted people, vou
are still wnwilling to accept in full the wandaies of
the Most Higho-to acknowledge the honor conferred
only upon those whose taith has borne them upward
beyond the possibility of sin”

As he tatked he kept his goze fastened on Clara’s
face until the room seemed to swim before hor and the
chairs 1o be going through the measures of a4 moate.
livervthing grew dark before her eyes, and [or a mo-
ment or two she could see nothing.  Then Tus

cemerged out of the cloud of  darkness, with the be

hisk eves stll fastened upon her. Clara made o pow-
ertul effort to concentraie her will forces and bravely
combated in spirit the snake-like fascination of s
eves. She succeeded, bat when he withdrew his gaze
she was so weak and cxhausted that she could not
have risen to her feet had she tried.

“You must know, Hmeline, there is neo clause 1
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teach, or anything in the principles of the Church Trt-
umphant in opposition either i letter or spirit to the
Scriptures.  QOur religion is the only one in cxistence
in strict accordance with every word of the Gospel

Were you not a student of the Scriptures betere
you came here?”

“I cannot remember the time,” answered Clara,
“when I did not read my chapter at night. [ was
brought up to revere the Bible as the best of books.”

“That is quite right; every word of it 1s pure gold
and should be studied caretully.’

“T am sure of that, Mr.Schweinfurth.”

“But it is greatly distorted nowadays by the theo-

*

logians.  One would scarcely recognize 1t, so masked
and misshapen a thing have they made of it. Repeat
some of your favorite passages.”

Clara did as requested, and the Messiah let her go
on for some time without interruption until she reached
a verse especially dear: "For I am persnaded that
neither life nor death shall be able to separate me
from the love of God.”

“That is in entire accord with my teachings,” he
said. “T love with a love unending, as true as the
love of God, my Father, all who obey my mandates.”

He then permitted Clara toreate nearly halt of the
fourteentli chapter of John, one dear to her since
childhood, when he said:

“Yes; but you have a wrong idea of its meaning.
The mansions mentioned are not a collection of houses
in the skics. Jesus meant the body of man. 1 tcach
that heaven can be cstablished in our own Dbodies,
You are the temple for the indwelling of the Spint.
I believe that an ideal society such as we have here
is as much heaven as can be found after death. Why,
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what would you think of 4 God who would nijake an
carth and then go off up in the skies, leaving hus poor
creatiures groping blindly for an nvisible God.  Noj;
he sent me to be the truth, living and incarnate, to
show men how to bring heaven down from the skies.
The site of the temple of glory 1s here on earth. The
higher heaven is reserved tor the supremely blcssed.”

‘But,” suggested Clara, “if the spires are in the
heavens who would remain in the basement?”

“You may be assured of plenty of fresh air even m
the basement, and the fires of Gehenna are ncar to
destroy the offal.”

“Is the temple itself not liable to destruction with

such a sandy foundation?” she asked.
“The Lord s my refuge and my strength—rmmy high
tower into which [ may run and be safe.  Here we
are away from the world and its snares. We live per-
fectly sinless and are therefore happy and sate.”

Clara did not reply. At times during the conversa-
tion the could scarcely resist the powerful will he ex-
creised upon her. Finally she felt that she was losing
her control.

IHe had overcome her with his hypnotic influence
and she was under his sway.  He then went and sat
down upon the sofa beside her and took her hand.
She made no resistance —she could not.,

“Pure and holy and beyond the power of sin,”—he
spoke i a low, mellifluent voice—-"“you will conceive
of no wrong in anything that you or I may do, for |
am absclutely without sin. Even now you can feel no
sense of wrong when [ place my hand upon you
such a way as would be deemed unproper by these in
sin.

Clara felt a strange sensation thrill her whole being
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as he placed his hand upon her, but she was compelled
0 admit to him in spite of herself that she could see
no wrong in it. Like others who came under his mag-
netic power she was forced to speak a belief in lus
words to which her whole nature was antagonistic,

When he had made her confess her belief and future
adherence to the dectrine of immaculate conception,
he said:

“At three o’clock to-morrow afternoon you will pre-
sent yourself here, and an attendant —a pure and sin-
less woman such as you may become—will prepare
you for the final rites that will seal you forever to the
Lord. This is called, as you are already aware, "The
Garden of Eden Test.” Itis necessary that you should
pass through the ordeal in an absolute state of nudity
in my presence. But, if you are free from sin, even
thus unattired, you will be purity itself. If yon
have any fecling of wrony doing while undergoing this
test you will be compelled to return lo your present
sinful condition and remain without the pale of divine
purity until your faith lifts you up.”

He then permitted the poor girl to return to her
duties. As soon as she passed beyond his baneful in
fluence and had an opportunity to think, she began to
realize the dreadful prospect before her. She ran to
her room, closed the door and burst inte tears.  IFor
the first time since she had been in beaven she longed
for the security of her home at Shelbyville. Presently
she dried her tears and sat down to think, and in a
few minutes she had tormed a resolutionrs She would
run away and thus escape the fate swhich awaited ber.
She would go that very night, as soon as it was dark
enough to enable her to get away without being seen.
Having made up her mind to this, she returned to ey
duties in an easier frame of wind.
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Ronning away from heaven was not as easy & mat-
ter as might be supposed.  In the first place she had
learned to love the children with whom she had been
so long associated, and she knew they loved her and
would grieve keenly for her when she came awong
them no more. It wrung her heart to tear herscell away
from them. DPhysical force was never used against
anyone who desived to leave, but a much stronger
power was employed.  Clara, in common with all the
others, had been taught all manncer of evil would be-
{all her 1f she should venture to withdraw from Zion—
that the outside world would heap insult and rebuff
upon her.  Shz had secen others ask for money to get
away and they had always wet with refusal. These
things, strengthened by the unfortunate condition of a
mind for years under the destructive influence of the
cunning teachings of Schweinfurth, was cnough to
hold almost anyone captive. Tivery attempt te throw
off the yoke mvariably  sobjected the unfortunate
offender to a long period of humiliation, the purnish-
ment being supplemented with lengthy extracts from
Schweinfurth's “revised” bible committed to memory
when the victim should be resting. The sister of the
Lord locked after this branch of the business, and she
took a keen delight in sceing that the alloted tasks
were righteously performed.

Notwithstanding her foreboding, Clara did not relin-
quish her purpose of Jeaving Zion.  She inforued no
one of her mtention, but as seon as it was Jark put
on her hat—it was the same one she brought with her

—stole oul nto the night, and hastily lelt the place.

She did not know what road to take toreach the city;
but that did not matter so much, if she could only get
away amoug strangers and escape the contempt she
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had been taught to expect. She sincerely hopad she
would not meet anvone belonging to the place, for she
knew they would use all manner of entreaties and
arguments to persuade her to return, and, failing in
that, would hasten to inform Schweinfurth of her de-
sertion, He would speedily overtake her, and if he did
and asked her to return she knew she had not the
power of will to disobey him.

She walked steadily and rapidly for about an hour,
when she began to feel fatigued, not being accustomed
to that sort of exercise. Then, observing a light in
what seemed to be quite a large housc standing a lit-
tle distance back from the road, she made her way
to the door, not without much trepidation, for she
feared a crucl rebuke the moment she announced where
she came from. But, though the night was warw,
she was too timid to remain alone out of doors all
night.  She had already been frightened several times
by shadows she unexpectedly met in her path, and
she felt herself becoming more nervous every moment.
She could better stand the taunts of those with whom
she came in contact than remain longer alone amid
the silence and the shadows that so excited her fears.

To her surprise, instead of being despiscd and treated
coldly she found kind treatment and  sympathy.
The house was that of a comfortable farmer named
Simpson. They heard her story with many cxpres-
sions of indignation, and told Clara, for whom the
whole housebold felt truly sorry. that she could make
her home there as long as she liked, or until she found
some place that suited her bLetter, and commended
heartily the spirit that prompted her to make her es-
Cape from the machinations of the bold, unscrupulous
impostor.  ‘The family knew all abont him and his

Six Years In Hleaven i
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blaspheniy, and had on more on re-

fused his profiered

“That mar, said “isoa o wily,

dugree,

scheming vl

You are extr v forinn cut of his
clutches. T heliove Tie o reading.

The secret of his power s ynotic 1n-

fluence over minds not steeled against the sirength of
tus will”

T am sure of i, =ir,” Clara rephed.

“Well, you do not want 1o come in contact with
him again. [ think the most sensible thing for you to
do would be to wgo hack to your parents as soon as
you feel able ro make the journey.”

“Do you suppose he will follow me there?” Clara

asked, with a frivhtened look 111 her eves.

“Ieav’t tell,” vesponded the farmer; “hut if your

i

parvents are anything hike I am he wouldn’t follow you

there but once.  Are vou alfraid of him?”
“Yes, siw.”
"Well, vou'd better go to bed and have a good rest.
You are certainly worn out. . We can tallk about what

15 best to do to morrow,  You needn’t be afriid of his

coming here after yvou, for nothing would give me

greater pleasuve 1 the world than to stand the scamp
on his head 1 the miuddle of the road our there and
then start i back to his infernal harem with the aid

of this good right foot.” and as the angry jarmer

spoke he mveluutarily raised and projected forward a
pedal appendage that jooked  as thouvgh it might
accomphsly considerable in the direction ho sugges-
ted.

“Would von lilke a cup of tea before you retire?”

asked the kandly Mrs. Simpson,
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“T am afrand 1t we vou o oo much trouble,”
Clara replicd tinndly
“Not a bit ol it. S right suli
The good-hearted wosnan  hurried Lo procure
the cheering beverage. and while she was gonoe her
f‘ husband indulged in a few more romarks.

“He of Calvary hal no place to Jay  tiie Dead. bu

this dude Saviar—this dandilied

fop who struts the
streets dangling a cane, with o glossy =ille hiat on lus
golden locks, attired as a gilded youtli of fashion, or
riding behind a coacliman who draws the seins over
the best pair of prancing steeds the country allords—
is served as an Oriental potentate by a band of deluded
followers. There in his harem L enjoys ease and in-
dolence, subsisting on the iH-gotion gains of Tusschem:
Cof his wealth toil

ing brain while the real poss
i the fields.”
Mrs. Simpson sow came o with a stcanung cup ol

tea, which Clara eagerly drank and was at unce shown
to her roomu.

i
|
|
|
i




CHAPTER XXI
A GHOST OF THR PAST

Clara awoke the next morning greatly refreshed.
James Simpson had been called to the city and would I
not be back until evening. Ife was a man of superior
mtelligence and broad reading for one whose life had
been spent upon a farm, where hard work a good part
of the year is the portion of those who would succeed.
His imdustry thrift and good management had rewarded ‘
him with a competence, and there was no need of his y
working so hard now unless he felt disposed. He was

a man ol acute perceptive faculties and strong convie-
tions, and his neighbors generally respected his opin- ‘
ions and sought his advice in matters of public and ‘f
private mmport. At present he was a member of the
county board, a special meeting of which he had been
called to attend at Rockferd.  His son Charlie. who
had just reached his majority, accompanied him to
attend to some business atters, thus leaving Clara
with Mrs. Simpson and the two vonnger menibers of

the family, George, a boy of sixteen, and Ilorence,

a bright, pretty gurl of fourtcen.  Mrs, Siimpsan was
a kind, motherly woman, who sympathized deepiv with
Clara 1 her unfortunate and hmmbiating condition,
and she and the children did all i their power to
make the poor voung woman {rom  Zion condertable
and draw her thoughts away from the accursed place.

That, however. was not so easv of accomplishiment.
) !

282 -
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Clara found her mind continually reverting to the
dear children she had learned to love, and she knew
there were many pairs of eyes, which had sparkled
with delight at her approach, now dim with tears be-
cause she did not come to them.

“Yes, dear,” said Mrs. Simpson, to whom she con-
fided her feelings, “those poor children will nodoubtedly
miss you, but that cannot be helped. Those little
ones are innocent of wrong-doing, and 1t is a pity they
cannot be rescued from the miserable fate 1o store for
them. Their loves and aflections are, of counrse, as
strong as those of any other children; but you have
this thought to console you-children soon forget
their troubles. You will scon pass out of thewr minds
and hearts, and some other unfortunate woman will
take your place. Thank the good God above you that
you have escaped from the power and influence of
that monster of iniquity, and fet your rmind rest as
little as possible on those yon love whom you have
left behind., Pray that they, at the first opportunity,
may follow your example and escape.”

“I am trying not to think of the home or its peo-
ple,” Clara replied.

“That is right”

But, try as she would, it was impossible to drive
the place from her thoughts for any length of time.

Tt seemed as though the powerful mesmeric influ-
ence of the Messiah was operating upon her even
where she was, and the frightened glances she cast to
ward the road from time to time indicated a fear that
she might sec him approaching at any moment.

During the day the two women had frequent talks
about the place, for Clara, in truth, could talk of lit-
tle else, in the condition of mind in which the influ-
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‘5 1 I ence of Schweinfurth had left horo Todeed, during the

entive day the poor givl experenced a tuwalt of emo-

v fions—sometimes ol joy at her o again a fear

‘ WA that her refuge wonid be dsceovered, then o vearning
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“Tt is true,” resunied the tarmoer. “ihat
nalistic booni, so to speak, was vecetved  from Mrs

Beekman. ller first intimation thot she had been in-

trusted with the task of boilding up sriiual

kingdom resulted {rom whet secued vo ber o deliberate
slight put wpon her occult powers by tha ladien of ey

s this codigniny wis

husband’s parish. 1t we
sonfe way connected with the Teadersh:p ol the weekly
prayer-meetings; but, as Mi. Kipling sould observe,
that 1s another story.

“There is a long train ol niserabic oyvends oy winch
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ish him food for thought when his pond s free from

state, wore ho pot otterly

the case attendant upon s
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Rockford seminary, show a delicate, sensitive face,
with perfect features, clear cut and expressive, crowned
by a mass of dark hair, breaking into curling waves
over her forehead. Her eves were brown, her iseth

white and even and her complexion exquisite.  ‘She

had a fower-like tace,” saiwd a prominent { Ngo
woman who was deeply interested w her, ‘so beaniful

that 1 never tired looking at her.” She is aluo de-

scribed as unusually bright, devouring every b

could ger hold of and studying eagerly and 3
ently. She played and painted, conversed well ulways,
and at times even brithantly. In short, she wuasa
most interesting and lovable girl.

“It 13 no wonder that, possessed of so sensitive,
refined and nervous a temperament, she felt hkeenly
the miserable effects of the friendship her mother felt
for Schweinfurth, oy that she was acutely hurt by the

unpleasant connnents 1t aroused. Confronted dad,
the evil wrought by perverted rehigion, all things re-
ligious became a nightmare to her.  'Don’t talk to

me about God.” she said to a gentle womwan with

whon she hoarded during a short time at a uedical
college. ‘T have heard ail 1 want to hear on that <ub-

ject at home—and a good deal mare, too!” Nothing
would induce her to enter a church, and her views on
Christianity, when she did express thom, sheocked
those about her by her bitter cynicism. Schweinfurth
she loathed, regarding hi as the canse of her Dlighted

home life and blank prospects. ‘Te is everythiny that

is hateful to me,’ she said at one time, ‘but be 5 A
curious sort of inflnence over me.  If he shanld will
me to take any step, no matter how abhorrent if rmight

be to me, Foam afraid T shonld do it

“The fact that Mrs. Decliman was very anxious for
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her daughter to accept her teaching and that of
Schweinfurth and that she frequently alluded to her
as ‘set aside’ for him, whatever that might wean, did
not help matters much. All the circumstances of her
daily life were such as wonld naturally {ret and wear
upon her almost to madness.  Ixistence at home was
an impossibility.  She had no money and could only
depend upon her untrained cfforts for her daily bread.
She was young and beautiful.  What happened finally
was only what her {riends had fecared, and what she
herself had occasionally alluded to as a possibility.

When she left the medical college in Chicago at
the end of her term, she visited some friends of her
father in Oregon, Illinois, giving music lessons and
teaching painting there for a short time. There the
impulse to cut loose from the notoricty that followed
her as Mrs. DBeekman’s daughter and the ward of
Schweinfurth overcame every other scruple. She went
away, saying she was going to hunt up a woman on
the faculty of thie medical college who had been par-
ticularly kind to ber during her connection with that
institution. That woman never saw her from that day
to this—mnever heard {rom her, never knew, close friends
as they had been, what had become of her until she
was located by a newspaper man at Romeo, a litile
town in Michigan. The woman did sec the Messiah,
however, who, suave and sell-possessed, went to her
office looking after his straying lamb.  She sent him
away with cars that should have burned, though they
probably didn’t.  Afterward she received letters [rom
various of the apostles implying that she was party
to Lily’s disappearance, which of course was not true,
The letters she invariably answered as courteously as
she could.
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severnl yoars her people heard nothing of the
bad begon to fear that she was dead, when,
fior her mothecs death, she reappeared

o siiort smong her father’s fuends ol Oregon, drop-
viag ont of sight ot the end of three we as sud- i
i 3

denly and s myvsteriously as belove.  She s stidl at

Michiran fown where she was dis

vered,

; ;
: pihoa relative and gving painting lessons,

| ;“ v Rose, who has grown up with one of her ‘
‘ aunts, the only member of the family she ever )
sees.

i “Recent photogiaphs of Lily Ueckwan show many

of the characieristios that were het’s years ago,  She

is st delicately pretty, but her eves have grest shad-
ows under them that not even the photographer’s art

B can concedl. She looks worn and weary, and there

|

Dl are traces of illness and cpre tn ber face. it is the i
| §1 3"{ 15 :1“‘ photograph of 4 woman who has lost out of her Tife all “
\% f ‘ the by wweetnesy and  happiness  that ifs be- l
i ‘ ‘ provsised hers [tois a face that, could this i

i scoundrel see 11 nreht well secm to o a ghost of

b E o s own dark past come back to haunt ko’ |

: When be paused and feoked at Clara, tears were

Siresign her chieeks,

i i These :

|
cian lacts, Miss MeCoy," he added
: g '
“and zusceptible of the clesrest proof” i

* ¥

; Fle paused for a moment, and when she did ne

1 HE swor he contined:

Pt non indlict vonowoly anythimg further of the

vn ool s wretch to-ng

sht You will hear cuough
of him vow that you are away from him, Dot 1 may

sayv, winle [ have no desire to horry vou away from

y

feat oo nor shook

is the safewt place

; for yonn to o regnay o for e are ot o very far awnay from




Zion, and there s no Loil
moment, he may
blighting influence 1o boar apon oe o

therefore made arran g ‘ ; fo
in the city to care for vou b sl Pl ipinaw Tiie
wife, who is not very sthiong, nocs soeome o nele
her in the care of her childron, and SO :

ast i

you a trial and a howme, jor

the care of clildren is not 1 ;
find the duties light, and youor worlk w
some remuneration as welle  You will be

in a little while enougli 1o iake YT
being dependent upon the symps ¢
those who may be inclined to beiviend you. Doy

think you would like to go?”

“O, Mr. Simpson!” Clara eagerly rephoed: "8 shall
be so glad to have such a place, and I wiil demy very
best.  You are all too good 1o n

The poor, grateful girl's tears began to flaw atresh
“Yon

1e

“There, never mind,” said the [armer, kindiv
shall have another good night’s vest and in the maorn-
ing 1 will take you to the citvy.”

“He will not find me there,” she sacl her [ace
brightening.

“He will not be very hively o7 vephied the Tavner

i

wale froo the barthe

" - - -
[ think you wiil lie perfect
fle will un

prospect of becoming pure and smb

doubtedly make an cllort to find you, Tor the Messial
has an eye for the beanniful, and ] may suy it with

out awakening a feeling of vautty, I hope—yon arean

exceptionally good-looking voung womai. ood looks
may be akin to piety; they oftes are: but it has been
observed that young wowen not blessed swith tair lorins
and figures rarely attain astate of vedemption of Zion.
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Handsome women, however, have little trouble in rap-
idly losing the worldly taint that envelopes unbeliev-
ers and becoming members of the select circle.  You
are an exception to the most of them, but 1 presume
it 1s owing to your own obstinacy. B3y the way, have
you ever seen any of these Hesh-colored tights n use
that he is charged with making some of the girls wear
on festive occasions?”

“Yes, sir.”

“You have, eh? Well, I didn’t quite believe that
part of the story, for I know that when the local pa-
pets get a little short of sensations, and can find noth-
ing fresh about the Messialy, they put on their think-
ing caps and invent some new wrinkle for him. How
often are these variety stage appliances brought into
use?”

“Every week—sometimes twice a week,” replied
Clara.

“Are they worn by the angels or just by the com-
mon women?”

“Both, sir—whoever Mrs. Tuttle selects to take part
in the tableaux.”

“What characters do they take?”

“Some are biblical, others historical. A favorite
theme is that of DMoses reading the Ten Com-
mandments.  Mr.  Schweinfurth never rakes any
part "

“Yes; the whole thing must be typical of the sac-
rilegious mockery of his entire career. | can fancy
the children of Israel decked out in pink, yellow,
mauve and purple tights.”

“James,” said Mrs. Simpson, “I do not think we
should discuss these things before Florence.”

“I guess you're right, wife,” the husband replied.




A GHOST OF THE PASY

“We will drop the whole infamous busincss.. for
to-night at least. I.et Miss McCoy retire carly. She
probably needs all the rest she can get.”
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fn the morning Clara awoke as the st dawn of

yung Aurora’s blosh tinged the castern horizon. She
oy tal

was the hrst one up and about, though all were carly
tisers at Lhe Simpson {ar. Not for a long tine had
she ol such o boovancy of spuits; certamly not
since her girinoud days on the old homestead av bhel-

byville, N\ sense of freedom, an exaberant fechng of

cviv, had taken possession of her, Liting

Heorreats and tribulations of carth, and bear-

P sy, o fhe wings of the maorning, i1 eeemed

. ,

ces that conlrosted ber at

of the rebuils she had ioared
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Simpson,  The distressing sto-

tious mothods and  peridy

though she had never heen an

She bhad Tor two nights bresvhed

the pure air of drecdonn which invigovated her with a

focres o her previous encrvated and de-
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When the family arose they were surprised to find
her moving around; morcover, they were all ex-
tremely gratificd to find her in such exaltation of spirits
and so improved in appearance. I she was beautifol
plunged in an occan of tearful griel and despair, she
was four-fold more so when the mspiriting, juyous
touch of renewed hope mantled her fair checks with
rarkled

the bloom of the rose and her huminous eyes =1
and danced with the expectancy of fall freedom from
the influence that had long held her in thraldom. The
soaring morning lark that winged its way upward to-
ward the blue ethercal dome of heaven felt no more
truly the rapturous thrill of regencrating life than she
did.

Of course this superabundance of spirits could not
be expected to continue indelinitely.  Presently she
would descend from the Olympian herghts of costasy
to the hard realities of mundane existence, and again
her mind would go back to the detested place from
which shie so Tately made her escape and contemplate
possibilities of a renewal of her miserable Life there.

However, to the very great gratification of the nem-
bers of the Simpson {family, her clevation of spirits
continued until brealkiast was over and  preparations
had been made to start for Rockford,  Then came a
revulsion of feeling. She was abonot to quit those who
had trcated her with so wuch consideration—-whose
brave words had jmbued her with a courageous feeling
to which she had long been a stranger and stirred 1ito
activity her womanly aspirations. Now, when the
moment came to bid these kind friends farcwell, she
broke down entirely, and her griel was pitifal 1o see.

Farmer Sinupson, having a varicty of matters to at-
tend to at home, had deputed Charles to drive her
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to the city, which he conld do as well as his fathey,
for all the preliminaries had  been arvanged wivh the
family to whom she was going.  Charles was far from
being averse to this plan, for he was already more than
half in love with the beautdal, shrinlong girl, He
was a young man of excellent parts, respecred by all
his acquaintances {or lus good sense and sterling qual-
ities; yet his heart was turned topsy-turvey with love
for the {air creature his family had succorod.

Clara had noe thought of anything of this kind
Love, under the influence of Schweinfurth had been
as far removed from her mund as the antipodes Trom

where she stood. She had o thought even for Avthar

Fitzroy, who cortainly  would have been first 1o her

affections had the senttmuent of Jove been given ex
ercise.  She had no thought {or anght else except the

scope of her freedom, now obgcured for the momoent
by the gloowy apprehensions that took possession of
her mimd as she was abont to separase from those who
had done so much for her darving  the shovt ite she
rad been with then

When the carriage that was to hear hey away drow ap
to the door the poor girl burst into lears, and there were
other eyes  that exhibited a suspicion of moeisture as
well, She shook hands heartily with George and then

v

kissed Florence and Mrs, Simpson with many de

strations of affection,  Then she ran to My
and, dropping on her knces before him, grasp

hand and pressed it to her Lips hefore he could antic-

ipate her purpos

2. When he gently withdrew his hand
to raise her to hey foot b was wet with tears

e fod her to the carvinee and assisted hor in. Vhen,
tuleiny the rains o his hand, he bade Charles foltow

hier, and when all was ready he clasped her baond

A.“____.....___,___“«
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warmly and cnconraged her with cheering words. As
the vehicle drove off and he and the fannly walked
back into the house there was a  peculiar fecling  of
dread at his hcurt—a premonition that her troubles
were not yet ended.  Buot he sard nothing of this, for
he saw the family were all deeply aflected.

Charles and Clara rode on tor socme time before
either of them spoke,  Then be requested her to lean
back so she would not be seen, as they were about to
pass the house of Zion. She necded no second bid-
ding, for she was again overcome with fear the mo-
ment she knew she was near the place, Charles assured
her there was really no danger, as he felt himself equal
to a contest with a feld full ot disciples and apostles;
but if it would be better i shie were not seen, for they
might be followed and the place to which she was go.
ing discovered to Schweinfurth.  She then made the
discovery that when she escaped from Zion she had
taken a course leading from instead of to the
city.

But in spite of all precaution she was seen., Halt a
mile beyond the house they passed an apostle whom
she well knew. Although she drew back within the
cover of the carriage as far as possibletheir cyes met
for just a moment, but tong enough lor the man to rec-
ognize her. She spoke to Charles about it, and he
hurried his horse along to the city, assuring her in
the tenderest tones of his protection in any event.

*Never,” he sawl. “he afraid to let me know when
you are in necd ol help. 1 or some of my family will
respond at once; and if you should he foreed back to
that abominable place and T go after yvou I will tear
down the whole house but | will find you.”

Reassured by the ecarnestness of the voung man, she

+
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made the rest of the jonrney 1n a comparatively com-
fortable frame of mand.

Meanwhile the apostle who had detected her pres-
ence 1n the carrtage hastened to Zion and reported
to Schweinfurth.  Jle was at once started after the
carriage on a fleet horse and divected to spare no cffort
to discover the destination of Clara.  The ovder was
faith{ully carricd ont. Wien the man veturned to the
home he was able to tell the waiting Messialh just
where his runaway could be found when he wanted
her.

The story of Clara’s liberty can be very hriefly told,
She went mnto the family of John Belyea, a prosper-
ous merchant of Rockford, and found her duties light
and pleasant. The children given to her care were ami-
able and easy to manage, and Mrs. Belyea proved to
be a kind and considerate mistress.  Clara was very
happy with these people, and grew to love the chil-
dren and esteern the parents in a very short time.
They regarded her as of rather feeble 1ntellect. for
in her meek, quiet devotion to her duties she gave no
mdication of the sparkling brilliancy that had char-
acterized her as a girl at home.  They did not take
into consideration the fact that her mind, influenced
as it bad heen by the teachings and surroundings of
the howme, and debarred for years from contact with
the cutside world, hiad fallen tnto a lethargic state that
would require months in which to recuperate and re-
sume a normal condition.

Clara had been three months with the Belyeas, and
was improving in health and spirits and growing in
favor every day.  She was accustomed, when her du-
ties were through and the children oft her hands for a

while, to walk down to the city, where her mind was

¥ .



http:~liet.li







¥ e

MUSTC, PIGHTR AND TARBLEAUX 229

given to pleasant diversion in looking at the attractive
displays in the store windows and mingling with the
busy threrg vpon the streets. The city, though con-
taining a population of not more than thirty-iive thou-
sand, was a constant revelation to the poor girl, who
had never before had the freedom of a place Jarger than
her native Shelbyville with a population of afew hun-
dred slow going citizens and a halt dozen little general
stores.

One fateful afternoon she took her acenstomed walk
down town and entered one of the elegant stores to
purchase some trifling article of which she was in need.
As she emerged from the place she toand herself face
to face with Apostle Mamby, whomn she could recol-
lect having seen but once since she met hino at her
own dear home at Shelbyville. She did not know that
he had been lying 1n wait for her dor weeks or she
probably would not have ventured from her home.

His small eyes were at once [astened upen her.
Her heart felt as though it were buing pressed in a
vice; her eyes hecame blurred ; she was helpless. He
had thrown his diabolical magnetic toils around her,
and she could not even struggle jor release,

“I am glad to et you, Zmeline,” he said, in his
smooth, insinuating tones.  “Yon do not know how
much they have all missed you at the home since you
went from among them. The dear children, who
loved you so well, have wept for vou as though their
hearts would break, and have refused to Le comforted
by anyoue clse; and the sisters. with whomn yoi fra-
ternized so long, have been altogether inconsolable,

It wonld give them jov uns; if

cakable il von were among

them again for hut a single day.

“ s 58 ~
I am sure | would ke to sec them  all, (A,Q;H’a
faltered,
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“

“Get into the bugev, meline, pleaded  the apos-
tle, “and 1 will dove yvou home.  We can tall as we
ride along.”

Clara, being powerless to refase. did as he requested,
and the result was that oa few mmutes  they  were
driving along the quiet country road toward heaven,
she completely under the rnfluence of his mesmeric
spell, and he gloating over the achievement of leading
the helpless Tamb back to the den of the relentless
wolf.

When Clara did not return at the usual hour Mr.
Belvea was notified by telephone, and he w turn at
once dirccted the police to institute a vigorous search
for her,  The fact was soon developed that Apostle
Mamby, who was well known in the city. had been
seen driving in the direction of Zion with a handsome
yonung woman. and the {riends of the Tuckless girl had
no Jenger any doubt of what had happened. The
ollicers wern unwilling to undertake a rescue 1y which
they knew they would be worsted by the cunning of
Schweinfurth. and so nothing was done. The Belyea
home was a gloomy one that wght, for the children,
and the parents, too. missed the gentle, lovable girl
who had quictly grown into their hearts.  They at
once sent a messenger with their own carriage to in-
form Mr. Simpson of what had taken place. having a
vague hope that perhaps there was something he could

:

do or sngeest. o this. bowever, they were disap-

pointed. e was no less helptess than they.  The
members of the family were all together whon the

wmesseneer brought the sorrowful news. Mr. Simpson

sprang angrily to his feet with the exclamation:
“Damn that scounndreft”

"James.” caid his wife. horrified at lus profane out-
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burst, “you forget that you arc with your family, and
also that you are a member and an officer of the
church.”

“T don’t care if T am.” was the reckless and angry
response. “I am almost willing to go to hell just for
the satisfaction of seeing that dammnable villain get his
just deserts.”

In the meantime there was far greater joy 1n heaven
over Clara’s return than when she fn%t made her
appearance there. Every member of the household,
¢xcept poor Arthur of course, hastened to welcome her
back as she alighted from the carriage. The sisters
embraced and kissed her over and over again, and the
children hung to her skirts and shouted fer joy at
having her once more among them. The poor girl’s
heart was moved, and for a few moment she regretted
she had ever left the home. 1t was indeed a pleasure,
after ber absence of three months. to be among her
old associates once more,

Schweinfurth, contrary to her expectations, received
her without reproof. 1le patted her on the head and
said he was overjoyed to see her backinthe fold. He
hoped her contact with the world had done her no
harm. All bad mourned her absence and prayed for
her, and he hoped she would never again separate her-
selt from those who loved her so dearly.

The Messiah had a bifarious purpose in procuring
the return of Clara. 1le first wanted her for the reason
that he wanted all beautiful dupes, feeling quite assured
that with a little more earnest ctfort on his own part,
he would bring her to a full acceptance of his doc-
trines.  In the second place, he had heard of nothing
she had said to the outside world against hiwself or
his people, and he wanted her again under his con-




B Ao b

v

HEAVEYN

232 SEN VA

tro} before her prosence outside was discovored b
y

the wrrepressible newspaper reporters and she was in-

duaced to taik. e had succeeded in s desires and

was therefore correspondingly happy. In proof of this
lie at once ssued orders that a celebration should be
held that evening in honor of her return. Then he
told her she might enjoy hersclt among the happy chil-
dren and her sisters during the rest of the day

In the evening they were gathered, nearly uil the
household of Zion, in the spacious reception-room,
where they had music, dancing and spectacular pro-
ductions. Angels, so-called. and other women paraded
before the admiring and exunitant gaze of the pretender i
and his presumably passionless apostles, Tablesus gave
ample opportunity for a display of the female form g
that would delight the eye of the proverbial frontrow
baldhead.  Then two well-developed girls «id o turn
at dancing to the nnapproachable music of Disciple
William IThicks” violm.  Hicks, by the way, was one
of the old fashioned Indiana fiddlers who are well
nigh extinet.  Ilow he ever came under the influence
of Schweifurth 1 a mystery to this day, for he be-
tonged to a guild that had not, since the embryotic
days of the Republic, exhibited very startling cvidences
of having strong tdeas of sanctity.  Most of lis se-
lections were lively, old-time airs that can be learned
from none of the modern books and instructors.  For
Miss Vest, the {irst {uir dancer to make her appear-
ance on the platform, he played "The Ryve Straw.”
This is an ar that can only be property plaved with a
reel, or round-bow, movenient, i which the bow at
the poimnt where 10 is held Ly the player scems to de-
seribe a continual cirele. Tt 1s 5 wmethod  of bowing

which modern insiractars are unable 1o master. nch e
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less teach: and the air is said to bave been a favorite
with “Mad Anthony” Wayne and Litte Hatehel. the
invincible Miami chict, in the frontier days when In.
diana and Ohio were a part of the great Northwest,
both of whom, it is alse clatmcd, were able to play
the air with the regular reel baw. 1t s farther raain-
tained that “the father of his country” abjured the
violin for the fiddle in his bovhood davs and  learned
to play “The rye Straw” and other Jively airs from
those whose progeny are fiddling to this day on every
prairie and in every woodlund tront the lakes to the gulf.

When Miss Test had danced herself out of breath
Miss Eva Welch took ber place on the platform. Ne

other music but that of Hicks would answer.  They
wanted something full of fire and life.  So the old
man turned the strings of his fiddle down to what is
known as a rebeck runing and set going the inspiring
strains of an air that has been known among old In-
diana fiddlers for more than a hundred yearvs as “Hell
on the Wabash.” Miss Welch was gifted with remark-
able pedal and “limbic” agility, which faculty had
been assiduously cultivated. The enlivening nusic
seemed to give added power to her muscles and she
gave the admiring congregation ol Zion a dance the
like of which the patrous of the professional stage are
seldom able to witness.

When Miss Welch retired the Messiah arose and
said:

“The performance this eveming has pleased me
greatly and reflects much credit upon all the particr
pants. I hope the others prescot have been as agreeably
entertained,  [Before dismissing Miss Collins will
preside at the organ while we all join in singing that
familiar and beautifal hymn—

‘T am so glad that Jesus Joves me.""
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HUMILIATION

The following afternoon Clara was called before

Schwemnfarth for reprimand. It would not do to let
LI E her desertion pass unnoticed and withont adequate
) N punishment; 1t would have a bad cffect on some of

the others who, not so thoroughly grounded in the

faith as they should be, were often disposed to attempt

an escape.  The Messialy, in his reprimands, “tem-
pered the wind to the shorn lamb;” that is. were the
offender a victim more fully under his control the re-

i proof would be a severe one, in which dire threats of

thunderbolts, paralytic strokes and similar calamities

were freely made; but i the deserter was one of those

Teise

of an inquiring turn of mind, and disposcd to
i his or her own thinking faculties or prove recalcitrant,
. milder methods and paralogy were brought to bear.

ikl The Messiah was not gquite positive what course he t
should take with Clara. She was one of the most tract- i
1 able beings in the world, aslong as she was not forced
to an unwilling acceptance of the one abhorvent doc-
trine upon which the perpetuity of a sinless rice was
based; but that was the very thing to which he most
desired her to give adherence.  lewever, it was plain

her faith must be a matter of cultivation and wrowth;

g L it would not do to force her, under magnetic influence,
| into an acknowledgment, with what it implied, which
gh i she was very Hable to repudiate at another time. This
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would be a procedure that night result in making him
amenable to law, and that was something he had not
yet done and had no intention of doing.

Clara was inclined to show some spirit during the
interview. She was content to remain and work,
ambitionless as the life there seemed to her in her
reasoning moments, and was willing to make an effort to
accept the full faith, though she certainly could not do
so now. She would regard and respect all the commun-
al rules, and would attempt to dissuade no one from
believing even were she never able to do so  herself.
She would like to be called by her own name instead of
Emeline,because there were a number of others in the
homie who were permitted to retain the names which
had always belonged to them.  And she would prefer
to go back to her former duties among the children.
If these things were granted her she gave her solemn
promise never to attempt to leave the place again.

The Messiah was surprised and chagrined at the
spirit and independence she exbibited.  Another two
months of freedom and intercourse with the world
would have made it well nigh impossible to do any-
thing further with her.

Still, she had asked for iwuch mcre than he was
pleased to grant. e at once launched out on a doc-
trinal tractate that did more to mystify than cnlighten
her, closing with these words:

“I am afraid | cannot put you back in the school-
room, at least not at present. That departinent of
the work is managed excellently now, both the young
women employed there being firm in the faith and
capable of imparting to the youth in their care the
principles of our belicf—a highly cssential qualifica-
tion. Though you were long permitted to perform a
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portion of thesc dutics hefore abseuting vourself from
the community, it was becausc of vour faculty of man-
aging children rather than your fitness to guide their
spiritual footsteps.

“T was always carcful,” persisted Clara, "to give
them the prescribed lessons.”

“I do not question that; but you must remember
that you have sadly impaired vour uscfulness in every
direction by vour recent- canduct, and you st be-
gin anew again m a more humble capacity,  You will
be promoted as your spiritual advancement merits, I
have decided to place you as an assistant in my pri-
vate kitchen for che present.”

“T would rather go back and work for Mra, Iiclyea,”
said Clara, determinedly.  “They invariably treated
me with kindness, and | did not find that | was de-

¥

spised because 1 had been here.’

"Of course you are at liberty to go out frow among
us if vou choose,” said the Messiah, though he had
no thought of allowing her to go. “You shall not be
constratned to remain here against your inclinations,
Bur let me tell you, when you speak of the kindness
of these people, yvou have simply mistaken o spicit of
hatred for the very commendable feeling of which
you speak.  The people to whom vou first went are
bitter enemies of wiine and of my people.  They took
who are

you ta the city and placed you among  thy
no less bitterly disposced toward me. You know noth-
g of outside fechng beyond what you found in these
two families.  Haidl they treated you else than kindly
they well knew 1t would have a tendency to intluence
your return here.  When you had been thoroughly
weanaed of any desive in this direction, or more likely

tnduced to do something which would wake your re-
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turn impossible. yon would then have been cast out as
a creature whose very presence shed an atmosphere of
unwholesomeness, and thus subjected to the obloguy
cCon-

TP

of a cruel and contumacious workd.  Unceasing
tumely wounld have been your portion.”

Clara could not help shuddering at the dismal pros:
pect thus presented.

“Let me illustrate,” he continued, "in a way in
which you will find more casy of comprehension.
There are a great many people in this country who
are constantly crying out aginst the injustice and in-
dignitics heaped upon their fellow citizens of African
descent by those in certain portions of the Jand. Not-
withstanding their constant commiseration  of the
woes of these people, when brought in contact they
absolutely decline to mingle among them: and not
only do they refuse to accord the Jdusky brother social
recognition, but he is even debarved from equal oppor-
tunities with cthers of carning o livehihood, and s
except in rare and notable instances, relegated to the
meaner and less remunerative occupations.  Ho it s
with these of God's people who, falling from the
vin with

heights of divine grace, essay to mingle ag
the world.  Such a condition of utter hopelessness
cannot be one that you can contemplate with any
measure of satisfaction. Is it net {ar buetter to scrve
God here with gratelulness and devotion than to be
miserable and despised in the service of the evil one?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Even your parents, Emeline, who undoubtediy
loved you with a1l the strength and  carnestuness of
which worldly tove is capable, are no longer willing to
caused at to be

accept you as their chitd, and b
understood in the compmunity that you have passcd
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from earth. [f you were to present yourself there
now you would be ddenounced as an impostor and
turncd from their door.”

"0, sir,” faltered Clara, with tears in her eyes,

It was quite evident the words of Schweinfurth had
deeply affected the poor girl.  She was utterly cast
down and humiliated; and although she knew she was
going to have a hard time of it, for a while at least,
she signified her willingness to accept the work to
which he had intimated his intention of assigning her.

Having now impressed her mind with the hopeless-
ness of disinterested sympathy outside, the next thing
was to make her feel of how little importance she
was among the blessed and redeemed.

“Nor can [ permit you to resume your worldly
name,” he went on, when he had paused long cnough
to satisfy hiomsell of the elfect of his words,  “There
arc various reasons which vou cannot now understand
why you should continue to be called Eneline by your
associates here. If I do not change the names of
some of the swsters 1t 1s because 1 think those they
bear are as good as I can give. There arce a great
many things you will comprehend more clearly when
you have become fully redeemed. | will disnuss you
now. You may go at once to your new duties, and I
hope L shall hear none but the best reporis of your
conduct from this time on.”

Clara arose and left the room with the air of one In
the deepest dejection.

After her return the affairs of the community wenton
without further disturbance for some tine, Then came
a serics of events which required the Messiah’s closest
personal attention and her presence was partially lost

sight of.
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One day Schwein{urth announced a couple of recent
redemptions. Sometinies he announced these o per-
son at the Sunday service and somctimes by letter.
All such announcerients, like the sermons, were read
the following Sunday at the branchies.  The members
of the community were made acquainted with the two
redemiptions in question by letter.

The redeemed ones were Mary Scoit and  Lizzie
Weldon, the latter a nicce of the owner of the farm,
who had been brought up in the family, both her par-
ents having died while she was yet an infant. Miss
Scott was the daughter of a woman who had becn a
member of the community from the start, having taken
her young daunghter and  left her huosband when
Schweinfarith first discovercd his  divine exaltation,
The two girls wore fast {riends, and  both, realizing
the fate that awaited them in conatinaed comnunal
life, had made frequent attempts to escape. They had
nowhere to go and no idea of anything more than to
get away from Sclrweinfurth. The result was that cach
desertion was followed by their return to heaven not
later than the following day, these occurrences being
invariably followed by a Jonger or shorter period of
humiliating penance, in which they committed to
memory the greater part of the Messiah’s revised serip-
tures. Both girls had been for a long time under the
especial instruction of a woman named Mrs Ieddy.
Little attention was given to their regular education,
the woman merely sceking to {nculcate the doctrine

of her master’s divinity and the atterly lost condition
of all who opposed or differad {rony him 1n word,
thought, or decd. Once a woeek Schwemnburth woeuld
Present himself to see what progress they were mak-

ing. Now they ad both grown nto vare speciniens of
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I had relinguished all
thought of any other existence than that which they

4

beautiful vouny womanhood anc

intuitively felt ta their girthood days would be their’s
if they remamed at Zion,

Both were separately culled one day inte the pres-
& ta their

ence of the Messiah and closely questioned

condition of heart.  Their responses were thuse of
every helpless victim.  They were willing to undergo
the final test that woald ensure them for all tinie holy
and sinless lives, and no time was lost 1n putting them
through the ordeal.  Then they were tuken away from
the duties which had hitherto occupied their time and
given rooms in the tmmediate viclmity of the apart-
ments of Schweinfnrth, to which he had access at all

hours of the day and night. However, netther of these

young women, as far as anyone outscle s aware at

least, has yvet presented palpable ovidence of having

Leen blessed by the hioly spirie, though thev are both
lonking forward expectantly, i not joviailv. o the
cnstomary  manifestation of divine grace vonchsafed
to those m Zion who have been fully redeemed,

The redemption, so called, of these girls was nev-
itable, {or there was nothing  to retard their progress

toward an absolutely sinless condition, unless Schwein-

furth mught have been cut down in the zenith of his

nseinine which has not happened.  Bat thewr deg-

radation was Clara’s gain, inasmuch as  the Messiah,
having these girls and others to whom he could turn
for cracked jce and tender solacement when biis brain
was overworked (o the direction of the affairs ol heaven,
was content to let ber alone o grow nio a full
beliel gradually and quictly,

There was one thing connected  with her presence

there that gave him some anuovance.  Shortly after

b ]
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her return he received with his other marl matter a

brief missive which contained onlv these words:

“Mr. Schweinfurth:~—1f you harm a hair of Miss

McCoy's head [ will kill you,

“Orweoor Her Frexns,

He had no idea from whom this threat came, and
perhaps it was becausc he did not know that he allowed
it to worry him. After a long consultation with Dr.
Brown it was agreed that 1t could not have been the
work of Arthur, because he was in no coundition of
mind to have a clear perception of any evil that might
menace her. Ile was too decply shrouded in the gloom
of mental darkness to be able to form a conception of
retaliation for any real or fancied 1njury to himself
or friends.

But somebody sent the threat; that was certam
enough; and the Messiah was not content to rest
without making an eflort to discover who it was that
was willing to resort to so desperate 2 method of re-
venge for the sake of Emeline. To make this dis-
covery the customary machinery of heaven was set in
motion,

Six Years in Heaven W




CHAPITR XXTV
AN ASTONISHED DETECTIVE

It was not long before Schwemnfurth had a succes-
alon of new troubles to keep his mind engaged, and
Clara, who scemed hopelessly incapable of making
further advancement i faith, was allowed to continue
her drudgery in the Lord’s private kitchen without
molestation.

Old Deacon Weldon, to whom the reader has been
introduced as one of the earliest and most devoted of
converts, conceived in his weakened Dbrain the su-
premely ridiculous idea of going into the Messiah bus-
fness on his own account. e therefore announced
that he was the only real Christ and that Schweinfurth
was a devil.  All the members of his family took side
against the old man, thongh he was not without his
adherents in the community,  Of course he could not

be turned out, for he was stili the legal owner of the
farm, and for a period extending over six months the
contest between the two was warmly waged, How-
ever, the odds were against the old man, and the
strugele ended in faver of Schweinfurth, he proving
conclusively to the community that it was the silver-
haired, rebellious deacon who should be decorated
with horns snd tail. Beaten and homiliated, his head
bowed in deep contrition, the poor, misguided old man
acknowledged himeclf in the wrong, humbly sued for
fell back

pardon, which was granted, and once more

o
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into the ranks, where he served with more abject de-
votion than ever before. Irom that day to this, de-
spite his age and feebleness, he bas taken his place
among those assigned to the more arduous work of the
farm and toiled on uncomplamingly.

During the progress of this contest there was a re-
laxation of the hitherto vigorous disciphnoe of Zion,
and some of the passionless apostles sought the sol-
acing presence of thosc of the opposite sex from whom
they had previously been kept apart.  This was es-
pecially vexing to the Messiah, and as soon as he
resumed full sway he announced lhis intention of pro-
mulgating a new phase of divine doctrine, which was
nothing less than that all aposties should be eunuchs.
But he never did this. There was at once such un-
mistakable and alarming symptoms of a general
apostolic uprising, which would be much more serious
and far-reaching in its results than the recent unsuc.
cessful rebellion of the old man, that the Messiah was
compelied to admit that this was. not a prercquisite
of redemption. Ile did, howcever, centrive some new
rules in regard to these delicate matters, that had the
effect of restraining such inclinations on the part of
the apostles as were calculated to infringe his pecu-
lar prerogatives or weaken the heavenly discipline.

He soon conceived another idea, which he did put
in practice, although it took some thme to gef it in
thorough working order. Each member of the com-
munity was requested to make confession every day
to Schweinfurth of every thought or deed as to the
Propriety of which there was any doubt.  These cou-
fessions might be put in writing and handed in each
evening, unless the individun! was required  for any
reason to make oral confession. \When this practice
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taly found 1t of

was thoroughly cstablished the Mes
very waterial advantage, for if any 1inmate said some-
thing he should not say 1n the presence of anotlicr 1t

was 1nvariably reported, and the angel who ofliciated

as secretary and read these confessions never failed

g of this nature.  After a while most

finding anythin
of the inmates seemed to find it source of satisfaction
to unburden themselves in this way; but very many
of the confessions were practically the same, day in
and day out, and the gist of them might be stated in
the following words, an accurate copy of one confes-
sion now in the hands of the writer:

“I have thought of the Lord and of his gooidness
all day, and 1 am so thankful that | bave found him
and that 1 am permitted to dwell with him v heasven.
I realize what a wonderlul thing it i1s to have heaven
here on earth, Dy every act tnomy power { am going

I

am determined to show wy {aith and following nmiy de-

to show my appreciation of the lord's goodin

votion to hun, and I will forever cleave to him through
itfe and death.”

This the poor dupe signed and lcft in the letter-box
at the Messial’s door. O course those so unlortu-
nately situated as poor Arthur was at that t(ime were
not required to make confession, hat if any of the or-
dinary inmates missed for a day or two the warid would

1o round:

“Look out for him! e is going to run away, for
he hasn’t confessed for two days.”
Owne thing that worried the Lord not a hittie was the

advent of a female detective in the gnise of a cenvert.
Some friends of an inmate of Zion employed a clever
woman to put on the outer garments of Jonniliation,
visit heaven, and discover whatever she could that
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might be legally used against the Messialh,  This
younyg woman, Miss Ama Howard, went about her
task in a very systematic manner, and, although she
failed of the object she had in view, sncceeded ingiv-
ing Schweinfurth a good deal of trouble, at the same
time making a discovery that subsequently proved of
much tmportance to Clara and her friends.

She first presented herself for admission  to the sa-
cred precincts of a branch office at once of larger cit-
fes, on the plea that she desired to hecome more fully
conversant with the new faith, abour which she had
heard a great deal. Lake all others who present them-
selves in the same way she was at first an object of
suspicion, but, to her great gratification, was permitte
to hear one of the sermons read by the leading apostle
in charge the very first Sunday she attended.  After
the mecting the men and women present talked with
her for a Jong time about their beautiful religion, and
Miss Iloward agreed to attend again on the following
Sunday.

She kepr her promise and was much more cordially
received than Fefore,  This tune she was put through
a severe cross questioning as to her mornives, her con-
dition in life, occupation aud many otlier matters,
Her answers scemed to be very satisfactory and she
was invited to come to the branch through the week
as well as on Sunday.  The resalt was that Miss How-
ard continued her visits to the hranch untl by « bold
stroke of diplomacy-—some might call 1t decejption
she got a note of introdnction to Schweiniurth and
permission to visit him at the Rockiord hicaven

The Messiah was ot onec notified ol the intended
visit of Miss [oward and made his preparations to

receive her, though he was not apprised ot what day
she would he there, '
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Tt was a raw March day when she set out for Rock-
ford. She was now on her way to beard the lion in
his heavenly den.

At Rockford she visited a livery, procured a double
seated carriage, a driver and a team of strong horses,
for at that time of the year the roads were in a horribly
muddy condition, and with this outfit set out for the
drive of six miles to heaven.

Her driver was one of the loquacions sort and vol-
uble in his accounts of Schweinfurh and how the peo-
ple regarded him. She made up her mind before they
had gone far that neither the driver nor the citizens
of Rockford had much reverence for the so-called re-
decmer.

‘Are you one of the new converts?” asked the dri-
ver.

“Not yet,” Miss Howard replied, evasively.

“S'pose you will be before night,” said the man,
with a broad grin. “Tle 15 powerful fond of {adies,
Always brings one of his apgels to town with lim
when he comes.  He always buys the best of every
thing, too, and dresses in the height of style.”

“Indecd t”

“He's just too smart to leave the smallest hole for
il find

)

people to get at him. Don’t know whether you
him up vet,” he added, after u pansc.

“Why, it’s nearly ten oclock,” said Miss Howard,

“Yes, but”—with a facetious grin—"ye sce, he
don’t have to get up tilt he wants to. e can have
one of the angels to minister to him with coflee, bread
and honey, and such spirtool debights.”

He further expressed something to the efloct that it
was a pity a young woman hke the person addressed
should get into the clutches of Schwemfurth, Then
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after a few mwoments of thought le suddenly turned
to Miss Howard and said:

“1’'d like to know if 1t’s a heavenly arrangement to
make some ¢’ the wonien work and nigger’ while them
that’s mothers o’ Holy Ghost children are allowed to
sit all day in the hammocks in summer and rcad or at
other times drive all over the country behind blooded
horses?”

Miss Howard made no response, and after waiting
a moment or two he went on:

“Crowds go to hear him in the summer time, but
there ain’t very many WRockford people who believe
in him.”

“A prophet has no honor in his own country,” said
his companion.

“No,” he said, with a hard laugh, "for Rockiord
people know him too well. How do you account for
those children born there?”

“One of his ladies says that to doubt the possibility
of their heavenly parentage is to doubt the divinity of
Christ,” was the reply.

“The devil!” he ejaculated, under his breath.

"1 beg your pardon,” said the detective, 1nnoecently.

“Nothin’,” he replied, shortly, and relapsed into
silence,

After a while he asked:

“What do you think of their religion now?"

“O, T suppose in the end [ will be one of his con-
verts,”

“He'll be glad enough to get you, even i you
haven’t very much money, though he generally wants
his converts to have money, or ¢lse they have to be
pretty nice looking. 1 think you'll suit him all right.”

With this adroit compliment the driver again retired
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L i behind a cloak of silence, {zaving his
‘ ; § wy as Hatrered as thongh she had |
: ‘ that she had made @ conquest on the king of thie South
7 } | ‘ Sea Islands,
: Directly they reached the house and Miss Howard
‘ : dismissed the carriage. She was admitted by o omeely ;
i = dressed and comely woman, towhony she debivered her "
“ | i letter ol introdustion.
; “Be seated, please,” said the woman, amnd then she
B disappearad,
; : : After an absence of perhaps five aninatos, during
! ] which time Miss Howard devoted hersell to o eritical
inspection of the forniture of the room. the wanan
agoin wade her appearance, with the information that i
. Mr. Schwernfurth would be down 1o a fow moments, f(
i :

Directly she said:

"You mast have had a cold ride. Won't

the register until Me, Schwernndarth comes?”

The prospective convert saud she would and «did so.

G She had hardly taken her place there belore the Mes-

siah 21!?!43!' b appearance.

FHoward

The two shook hands cordially and M

suid

b “Tam glad to behold von at Tast.”

‘ . The Messiab fooked as ber searchingly and veplied:
' bt "I hope [ will be glad to know you.” ‘a‘
| L Te drew np o chaiv and bade her to be seated. Then !
| ‘ " he sand: .
! i | “How long have yvou been attending the i
‘ i at the bhranch haooae?” i
1 ' : A httle over aomonths” she rephied; Thot yvon know
- " there are Gmes in which we scem to live cterniiies”
i "Yeo.o he sintled. vemaniscently TWhat O at-
H

frocred vou s
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“Curiosity., But I went away greatly impressed with
the teachings set forth in the sermon, and also by the
sceming earncstness and fervar of your followers. 1
went agamn, and have been much troubled since, hav-
ing always dreamed of an ideal socicty and wondered
if the time was near at hand when 1 should have my
heart’s desiwre.”

“What 1impressed you most at the meetings?” was
the next question.

“The wonderful power of the sermons,” answered
Miss Howard, “Wounderful words! Remarkable!”
she continued meditatively.  “Then, too, your people
seemed to be so happy, and [ have sought so long to
be perfectly happy.”

“You should seek more after righteousness than

¥

happiness,” the Messiah said. reprovingly, though he
seemed to have swallowed the flattery of the other.

"0, but you know,” she answered naively, “if | have
found righteousness and know that [ am in a state of
life and society of perfect righteousness, then I shall
be happy. That was what I wanted.”

The Messiah nodded approvingly and then faunched
into an account of his own carly peculiarities. These,
however, ihe reader is already familiar with. When
he had fnished this he said:

“You are sure, Miss Howard, you are secking for
the truth and righteousness?” transfixing her mean-
while with his eyes.

She could not then have removed her eyes from his
face had her lifc depended on 1t, but she was not thrown
off her guard. She summoned all the forces of her
will to resist the evident elfort he was making to mes-
merise her and get her in subjection to his will. She
met his gaze unflinchingly and replied, with evident
earnestness and conviction:




252 SIXVRARS (N HEAVEY

“Iocame on that mission, Mr. Schweinfurth {

¥
would risk my Life for a conviction or a principle, ]
have had dreams and scen visions of 2 fime when ol

that i1s divine in man should evash out and trivmph

over that which Js evil, and he be less the beast he
is and more the god he should bhe ™

Flere she Tancied he flinched, but it may have been
only fancy.  Ile replicd, quickly and kindly:

“Hoyou are really scarching after truth and right.
eousness we want you; we want all such. But all who
follow me wust be thoronghly tested before they abide

with me.  Those who are to he ancels of the Lord
~

must be pure and perfect in heart and nund and by

his will mall things. 1 will now turn you aver o
some of the sisters, who will take care of vou, ol
to-morrow or the day after we will talk again.”
Schweinfureth then left the room and ascended o
his own apartments, and Miss Howard was leflt to hor
own reflections for a few minutes once more., He wos
not entirely satisfied with her, in spite of her letior

of introduction and clever answers 1o his questinns.

He never was entirely satisfied with  those of too in-
quiring a turn of mind.  Before he reached the head

of the stairs he had derermined  gpon what course to
b

pursue.  He would leave her alone that dayv and the
next and 1n the meantime have her every moveinsnt
watched.

Dircetly after a pleasant appearing woman, whom
she alterward learned was Mrs, Tuttle, came and
showed Miss Howard to her roon.

We are aware the presumed convert was at Zion in

the capacity of a detective, who expooted o gain all

the information she could in the shovtest possible
time and then take her departare. o order to ace

complizsh this she wonld vequire to he contimually alert
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and to ask o groat any questions of tiose with whom
she came it contact.  While she was busy in the

work of detection. the faithfnl and argus-eyved angels

of the houschold were industwionsly cngaged node
tecting her.  Hler movements and the  questions she
propounded tu the inmates were all promptly teported
to Schweinfurth, the result being that Ins saspraions
were still further increascd and the espionage upon
her movements made moere rigorous,

In her iutercourse with the woneu ol  the comui-
nity she met and talked both with Clara and Angel-
tca, discovering scmething, as has been aiready inti
mate, that was subsequently of mmmense advantage
to Miss McCoy and Arthur Fitzroy,

Dr. Brown was called iuto consultation with the
Messiah, and the decision reached was that Miss How-
ard should be taken in hand by the doctor, mesmer-
ised, and then made to tell, while i that condition,
tust what her purpose in Zion was. The doctor found
her a difficult subjcet, and it was not without consid-
erable effort that e subjugated hor with, Hle was rather
;

got ber under pc::r”f(:r.t, control,

amused when, having ¢

she quietly related the object of her visit to the home

and told him whe had cegaged her, wam;;n to

ward righteousness was stopped then and there, 1noa
few minutes o single rig was driven 1o the  deor and
the doctor and Miss tloward entered the carriage.
wain she found
herself in a private rvoom at onc of the Rookford
hotels. She conld not explam how shie got there, but

she understood cnouch to know there waes no room for

When she awoke (o consciousness

her in heaven.,  The nest outooing tram casviod  one
woman passcnger whe was witling to ackunowledge that
in certain lings of detective work (here
those who might do teiter than she could

e um.l)l\f




CHAPTER XXV
DIABOLISM

The unusual events recorded in the preceding chap-
ters, while not taking long to relate, covered a con-
siderable period of time. Of course there were manv
other occurrences that would indubitably be of much
interest, but being irrelevant to the sad story of the
fair, unfortunate girl, the unhappy portion of whose
history it is the province of the writer to trace, they
have been passed over in silence. Those briefly de-
scribed had the very satisfactory clfect of so completely
absorbing the attention of Schweinfurth that Clara was
permitted to toil on in reasonable content, without
being further agitated and distressed by the operation
of the divine will.  This continued until nearly five
and a half years had expired from the timac of her first
arrival within the sacred precinets of heaven.

It will be remembered that when Arthur was pros-
trated by the attack of brain [ever, after his alfccring
interview with Angelica, that young woman scemed to
be experiencing some improvement from her picasant
exercise in the open air. and the doctor, not fiuding
her in a diseased condition, entertained the hope that
she would gradually recruit her strength.  Possibly
this hope would have been realized had she not per-
mitted herself to contract a severe cold, which at ance
fastened itself upon her and speedily developed into
quick consumption. After that she faied rapidly, and

RHE
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it hardly needed the cxpericnced professional eye of
Dr. Brown to see that it would be but a short time at
the best before she disappeared forever from mortal
ken. Neither the medical skill of the physician, nor
the powerful auxiliary ol magnetism so irequently and

successsiully employed there, could avarl her now.

As she was one of the bicssed and sinless ones-—the

“soul’s mate” of the Messiah, at least wnul ber babe
was born-—he was not disposcd to have her pass from
earth while yet an 1nmate of Zion.  Sowe wieans must
be devised to prevent another such unpropitions oc-
oved litle oue of Wil-

¢ ol Anvclica bad al-

currence as the death of the

lam Weldon; and, as the cas
ready passsed beyond the prophylactic power of him or
the doctor, some action must be taken at once. The
Messialh was prolific of resource, he soon found a
plan and began to put it into cxceution,  Soon  there
was another lengthy consultation betwecen the doctor
of medicine and the professed doctor of divine law,
and the determination that Angelica and her hitde girl
should be transferred to once of the branches, where
she would pass a fow days na course of mesweric
treatment under the care of Apostle Mamby, who
should Le dirccted to repair to that particular hranch
for that purpose at once. Mauiby was to remain with
Angelica nntil she was cllectually disposed of as {ar
as the Lord and his people wore concerned.

The mesieric treatment to be given this poor young
woman, already at the threshold of clernity, was not
such as was mtended to benelit hoer mentally or phys
ically. It was the very opposite, wud was Lo be given
her in pursuance of the auel and heartiess purpose
which the Mes
way some time belore he called  the doctor into con-

sialt had plaoned and already put nonder
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sultalion.  In truth the mterview with the doctor was
but for the purpose of elaborating the plag, and when

all was in readiness 1t was followed to the end wit oot

the shghtest compunetion of conscience, n feeling,
truly, of which Schweinfurth scemed incapable.

In a day or two word was passed around that the
farr, fragile Angelica, who moved about more like a

spirit than a sublinary being, would lend her ang
presence to one of the Dbranchies for a time, where
there was a work of the master to which she was
peculiarly adapted; and within the week she and her
sweet Tittle daughter Marcia lelt the confines of heaven,
forever, Ier former associates at Zion never saw her
more, and one day wheu the Messiah was spoken to
anent her fragility lie said her bodyv would never take

on corruption.  If the Tather desired her presence in

a spherve beyond this she would be translated to
gions supernal, cven as Elijah was caught up by
(rod, and shonld vever experience the pangs of emihly
dissolution. 1t will transpire Jater on that these rop-
resentations were but the pari of a plan as cunning
its inception as 1t was diabolical.

In the meantime Arthur, as Dr. Brown predicted,
was gradoally  recovering his mental  equibibrium,
There were times when he appeared to bhe perfectly
rational, although his mind was not strong and clear
Again the obscuring clond would become  dense and
coprous.  But a gradual and sure jmprovement  wns
eastly discermible, and it was only 2 question of time
when the past would recur to hime with all the vivid-
ness b which he had witnessed the famentable con-
w

dition of Clara previous to o his illncss,  BEven
Lis thougiits otten reverted to the happy days at Shel-

o of

byvillewto bis ecarly and lost love -and the pas
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grief were again laid upon Inn. The occurrences -
mediately preceding his iliness were happily exchuded
from his thoughts except 1n a vague, mdefinite way,
so thatin his more lucent moments of rat:ocinaton he
was not stirred to any demonstrative action that might
have called more critical attention to hinn,  The habit
of reserve and sifence that bad growr upon hnm since
his connection with the place, kept him from imparting
his thonghts to his associates, and thercfore none of
them had any definite knowledge of how much clearer
his mind really was. It was known to the Messiah
and the doctor, however, that he was materiallyv vu-
proved and his mind daily growing stronger,

It has been scen that Schweinfurth feared the con-
sequences of the complete return of Arthur’s mental
powers, and as soon as he became convineed that thig
was not only possible but extremely probable within
a short time, he bethought him of the danger of any
revengcful inclination that might be engendered with
the return of the illnminating light of reason and won-
dered how it might best be averted. The Messiah was

s10Mn.

cqual to the occ

Shortly after the departure of  Angelica lor the
branch home Schweinfurth caused the information to
be carricd to Arthur by one of his associates that Clara
McCoy was no longer an inmate of Zion.  He was
quite able to comprehend what this meant, and at
the first opportunity appealed to the doctor for veri
fication of the story.  The enuning medico told hin
the report was quite true. Miss McCoy had been gone
for nearly a month.

“What made her go?” Arthor innocently asked, un-
able to understand why such unusnal permission had
been given.

Six Years iy f{eaven 17
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i very good and

| i her.’

tional question.
the doctor.

“Never!”

! i g said:

“Why, replied

it

Arthur was silent

SINOVEARS N HEAVEN

Was

! ; 3 “You have no wmeney.
around the lakes?”

the

reasons.  The principal one was that her health is not

doctor, “there were several

thought a change would help

“I do not think she will ever come back,

Schweinfurth would Tet me go away for o while?
“Where do you want to go:

“T think 1 would like

then go home and visit my people,

“That’s s0,” rephied the doctor, rvathor surpr
¥ } ¥

| ik over a few minutes later 10 was quic

plated trip at once il he pleascd--the sooner the
ter.  Schweinfurth, contrary to his almost my
¥ L rule, even inttuated s willingness to give tin

. something i the wav of pecuniary ad,

| | drE agreed that 1t would be t

!

.
% S seeny that up to the date of s (Hoess e
i

“When will she come back?” was the next very ra-

" orepied

“Never?” sauid Arthur, musingly.
for a few moments, and then he

“Myv own health s not very cood, T wonder 1f Mr,
b v g

5y
o

to sl around the lakes for

two or three weeks, until T wvet o little stronger, and
2} Ty b

i

How are you going  to sail

"1 could work my way on some of the boate”

4 oat

L

the clearness of the other's reasoning. 1 will speak
to Mr. Schweinfurth and let you know at onze
“Thank yon, sir,” snid Arthur, hombly,

When the Messialy and the doctor talked the matter

Iy resolved  that

Arthur should be pernvtted to start upon his contem-

he

part of wisdom
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a valuable and faithiul worker and had received no re-
muneration beyond the bare necessarics of iife,
Accordingly, Arthur was at once sunnnoncd inio
the receprion-room, a place that, for obvicus rcasons,
en little of during his protracted stay at the

he had sc
home. Schweinfurth questioned hin closely in regard
to the proposed trip-—how long he expected to remain
away, what he was going to do, and b he was surce
he would return when he got better?  In reply to the
last questicn Arthur innocently asked:

“Do you want me io come back?”

For a moment, but only for amowment, the Messiah
was nonplused.  Then he replied:

“I do not went you to come back until you are fully
recovered. T'o show vou that L am desivous of help-
ing you on the road to healtly, as 1 want to belp all
my people who are [aithful, T will give you twenty
five dollars, about which yvou must say nothing to any
of your associates, however,  That amount will give
you a nice lake trip without your being compelied to
work your way. Alter that, if you want to remain on
water longer, you will feel wore hike working.  What
do you say?”

“I am certainly very thankiul for your goordness,
replied Arthur.  “When may [ ostare?”

“Whenever vou please,” replied the Moessiadi rising
as an intimation that the interview was at an end.

“Thavk you, sir,” said Arthay, very humbly, He then
rose and bowed himself out with courtly dignity and
grace. There was a very gratelnl feeling at Ins heart
as he walked toward his hwnble quarters.  So far as
his preparations for the journey were coucerned,
there was nothing for him to do bat to put on the
Sunday suit of clothics which the Messiah allowed to
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cevery inmale of Zion.  Thig he hastily did, and then,

bidding farewell to his more intimate associates abant
the stables, he qguiv the Schweinfurth heaven {orever.
Natorally cnough, the greater distance Arthur put be-
tween himself and the then [ragrant fields of Lden,
the ntore exalted hits spirits became.  Upon him, as
upon most others, the tovigorating air of freedom had
a wondertully revivifying elfect.  He had not walked
with so buoyant a step for wmany a long day. Not
only that, but his mind was clearer than at any time
since his illness.  He thought of poor Clara and the
condition in which he had last scen her, and he was
keenly pusned. That he was capable of suflering in
this way was the best possible evidence that his niind
was {ast conunrg out from under the stupilying clond
that had darkeoned his reasoning faculties.

He was not long in making his way to the city. It
was nearly five and o half years since he had been
there before, and in that  time the changes in a pro-
gressive, glowing  American city are many.  Avthur
scarcely knew which way to turn, and 1t was not with
out some difficulty that he found his way to the bank
where he had deposited his money and  valnables be-
fore going to Zion. It was not a hard matter, how-
ever, for the officers of the institution to satis/y then-
selves of his 1dentity, and what belonged to him was
soon 1u hus possession, though it teok aboat all the
Messiali had given him for traveling expenses 1o pay
the reat of the vault for the long  period  he held it
That was of little  consequence, though, for he had
now a considerable sun of his own.

Itwill readily De presumed that Avthor lost no
The trip

time in selting oul for dear ohd Shelbeoiile

around the lakes, which was but an Inspiration of the
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moment, was thought nothing mere of, and, as faat

as steam could bear him, he sped onmward toward the

honte of his vouth, amid the rugged, precipitous and
P ? oy 1 e

towering mountains of “old Kentucky.”

The reader is alrcady familtar with the cvents im
mediately preceding and subscquent to fits returs:
the speedy death of the unfortunate young woman,
the reticence of her parcnts as  to her  whereabouts
during her protracted absence, and the attachment ol
Arthur to little Marcia, whom he visited daily and
so often took to the grave of her mother on his even-
ing visitations.

If  Arthur was suflering from wmental aberration
when he left Shelbyville, in search of Clara, when ali
others believed her dead, (0 was clear now  there was
a “method in his madness,” for he alone had been

able to perceive the fallacy of the accepted theary of

her death beneath the dark waters of the rover. That
he had been unable to profit by Jus  clearer

into the melancholy and mysterious affarr was o great
misfortune, though some charitable people were will:
ing to concede that it was probably through no fault
when bo went

of his, sceing his mind was clouded
away and no less so on his return,
His parents were overioved to have himoat home
again, though he scemed to be so woelully changed;
but Dr. Shannon said, and they believed i, that now,
being assured the bright object of his aderaiion was
no longer alive, he would soon regan his Ceascing
faculties, though e might, perhaps, remain to the

end of bis days a mclancholy, taciturn ana, {ar ve-
moved {rom the jovial, spivited, intelligent and keen

witted Arthur of former days.

This rather pathetic recital now brmgs us down fo

H
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the evening when the young journalist, Willian Hat-

field, listened to the cntertaining story of the land-

fady of the tavern on the ohif, whose guest he was

! overnight and whose mission to Shelbyeille wwas

i | i

IR ferret out the details of the unusnal alfaie with which

3 il ! the reader has beeun made reasonably fanuliae. Fiom

: “' now on he must be permitted to intrude a little of has
. professional acumen and have a share i whatever

Rl subsequent developments there may be.




CHAPTER NV
SURPRISING DISCLOSURES

Anxious to begin the work which called him to this
wild and picturesque region with the least possible
delay, Hatfield rose early the next morning, partook
of a hurried breakfast, and bidding his commumea-
tive landlady farewell, mounted his horse and rode to
the village, a distance little greater than a mile.  In
the course of his investigations he met and had along
talk with Dr. Shannon.  That gentleman  knew prac-
tically nothing of what had transpired during the ab-
sence of Clara and Arthur, and he did not believe the
family of the dead girl were much betier informed, for
her statements after her return were neoherent and
contradictory, her views of life Dbeing so completely
warped and her mind so fnll of hallucinations as to
require no commission to pronounce her case one in
which the Jight of reason no longer remained. She
was a complete mental and physical wreck, and noth:

»

ing remained more than to wake her progress o the
grave as peaceful as possible.  The docter believed
Arthur Fitzroy knew more of what had  taken place
than anyone else about the village, but he. poor fel.
low, was himself in sorry couditinn and  could not
be induced to talk. The physician afficmed with much
positiveness that Arthur’s present afffiction of mind i
would not be permanent, and (hat within a month or i‘
two he would again be 2 veasonable being, though

G
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he would possibly never drive entively from his wiind

the events that had plonged him 1uto so profound a

1
H
)

Mro ITatheld  wonld have to

conditicn of

s change, and then

patiently await thi if still dispoesed
to pursue s investigations, the doctor wonld cheer-
tully ard him v whatever way he could.  After the
doctor had promised to inform him by letter when a
change for the betier had taken place, Ilatlield with-
drew.

He next called upon Mr. and Mrs. McCoy.  They
knew nothing definite of what had befallen their
danghter, bat were anxious to learn all they conld;
thercfore it Mr. Hatfield contemplated renewing his
mvestigations when Arthuar was in a condition to ren-
der some

assistance they were able to SPUATC §

nthing
to further the work
Thus the mystery remained as impenetrable

authorship of  Janius for the tuwe being.  1ia
returned to the oity and made a highly entestaining
“story” of what facts he had been able to oather,

for which he was personallv complimented his

clied,

The day following the appearance of the aiticie the
managing editor of the paper received the sulijoined
note:

“Dyrear Sivc--If the voung man who visited =helby-
ville and preparcd the report of the mysternions case
of Miss Clara MceCoy will call upon me at my hotel,
not later than womorrow noon, at which time | am

compellod to leave the city. 1 ocan pot hinm in posses-

sion of some {further tmportant {facts {ronmy which he
can weave a sequel vastly more entertaining than the

- - - . iy
articie 1 have jost finished reading 10 vour paper.
The note was stened by Miss Ama IToward, the

«
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Hatfield intervicws

e
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young lady detective who failed so ignominiously in
her mission to heaven, and coutaimed nothing further
than the name of the hotel at which she could be found.

The note was handed to Hatheld with the intima-
tion that it might be as well to call upon the lady at
once aud see what there was in it.  Being more inter-
ested in the case than the journalistic magnate had
any idea of, he hastened to pay his respects to Miss
Howard.

He found her a bright, keen and rather prepossess-
ing person of some twenty-three vears of age, who,
wasting no time in circumlocution, plunged at once
into the matter on which she had called him into her
presence. Most of what she said to him  has alrcady
been imparted in these pages; butit was news to him,
and such news that he could scarcely believe such
transactions were possible 1 a civilized community.
He was almost petrified with astonishment at some of
her revelations, as almost anyone would be on first
hearing them ; at the same time they awakened the
keenest interest in his mind.  When she had finished
he said:

“Miss Howard, I am little less than astounded
This pretended Lord must be capable of the profound-
est depths of infamy. This scems to be a chance for a
story, founded on cold facts, that will discount Hag-
gard’s wildest {Jights of imagination, if it does not rub
shoulders with the alluring tales of the Arabian
Nights,”

“Truth s stranger than fiction,” laughed Misg
Howard.

“It assuredly is in this case.” he replied. "] have
already promised the fricnds of this unfortunate couple

to investigate the case as soon as Fitzroy has recovered
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sulficient composure of mind to be induced to talk
What you bave told me will enalile me to set ont at
once on a tour ol discovery. I wil not delay Tonger

than it will take me to vet back to the office and get

an indefinite leave of absence from ‘the old man’ be-
fore T go to work delving into this strange aflar,

Why, here’s the data for an illustrated article that

will enable we to carve my name scveral notchies

higher in the niche of jonrnabistic fame, and-—"
“Wait a moment ! interrupted Miss Howard, "You

are starting out altogether too tmpetuously for s

You must move in this matter with the most ox-
treme care, or vou will drag yvoueself out at the small

end of the horu, just as 1 did, or perhaps put in & good

deal of valuable time to no purpose, as that poor fel-
low Fitzroy did {or so many years, and as othoers have
also done. St down again and I will enlighien vou
some o8 fo the besl course of procedure as far as | can
from my brief Imt oxciting experience.

Hatheld resumed his seat and the yvoung lady re-
lated 1 detail the wmethods by wineh she bad heen
enabled to hecome a member of the community and
the means emploved, as fac as she conld tell, 1o torce
her to disclose her i(‘l(?ll“(}' without knowing what
she was dotng, and thus bring about  her oot but

P

elfectual

1

cjection from the blissful abode ol the re-
deenred before her nussion was hardly besun,
Hatlield hstencd with carnest attention, and then,

thanking her heartily for the information, o

“Iany free to condess, Miss Howard, that shis man
miast be possessed ol remarkable mesmeric power. s
tndfluence over his dopes most be complete, b owaonder
these women do not got jealous of each other and -

dulge in o haw-pulling matinee once moa while




SURPRISING DSCLOSTREN 2ty

“Those who are not fully redecmied o exbibit tis

fecling occastonally and give the dMogsioh. boam told,

no end of trouble; but 1 fancy those who bave attaimed
a pure and sinless condition are Lited above such
carthly emotions. It s very dikely their condition of

mind is such that they are eapable of any but the

devetion to this

one absorbing scentinent of sl
man’s powerful will."

“Perhaps so,” musced Hatfield ) “hur if this brazen
humbug gets his mesmeric work in onone he'll be
even a cleverer rascal than [ aw vet disposed to give
)

him credit for.”
“And yvou’ il be more clever than any who have pro-

ceded you if he doesn’t give you and spades and
then beat vou out.”

“Well, Miss Howard, 've made up v mmd 1o
give him a whirl anvhow. 1 shall not forget what yvou
have said, however.  Allow me agmin to thank vou
heartily for your information and valuable adviee”

“Not at all,” replied the voung woman, "L an only
too glad to aid in exposing the inopstrous porfor-
mances of the head of this sk of tniguity.

Hatfield then took his leave and hastened to the

cave of

newspaper ollice, cager 1o obtoin the coveted

absence and begin his inves

defay.

His chiet, while he thought the ; Howard
greatly exaggerated yet belioved i1 ow
mto it, and consequently Hatield was told
go and turn honsell loosce on it He made bis amvanue
ments accordingly, and twe dovs aftorwsrd found b
self at Shelbyville closcted with Do Shannon, Rev.
James Brown and Arthur Iiteroy.

Arthur had improved rapidly under the case of the

dOClor, to whom the case was oue ol wmore than ovdis
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nary interest. Though unwilling to Iet cven Mr. and
Mrs, McCoy know the source of Clara’s misfortune, his
purpose being to kecp 1t locked 1n his bosom as long
as bhe lived, when be discovered how much Hatfield
already knew, he was soon persuaded by the others to
relate his whole experience from the time he left his
native village until his return.

The frequent vigorous interjections of the doctor,
coupled with many exclamations of incredulity, and the
horrified expressions of the minister from time to time,
plainly indicated how far astray they had Dbeen in the
theories evolved to account for the long absence of Llara
and Arthur. The astoundiung disclosures made during
the conference by both Tlatfield and Arthur revealed
to them not only the existence of an institution of
which they had no previous knowledge, but indicated
a slavish subserviency on the part of a considerable

number of apparently intelligent persons to the su-
perior will of a monster of 1niquity which secmied im-

possible.

When Arthur had mmparted all the information pos-
sible he was allowed to retire, and 1latfield made
further disclosures to his two friends that had the
clffect of putting them into such a condition of anx-
iety and  disquictede that for a while they scarcely
knew what they were doing er saying.

[t was finally determimed that Hatfield should pro-
cecd alone upon his jnvestigations in pursuance of
his onginal purpose, reporting to the doctor hy letter
or otherwise as often as he was able to do so. sceing
that it was hable to take some little time, m carrying
ont the plan dectded npon, before definite  results
could be reasonably expected.  Te should also, in the
cvent of Liis pecuniary resources becoming eshausted,
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make direct and Inuedinte appheation 1o the doctor

for what funds wore vecessary to oo

prosecute

his plans.  Hatheld was, moreover, asswred that if he

succeeded i this tmportant wislertakmyg he would be

liberally reimburscd for his timne and cllorts: while, i

failure followed him, the doctor was wiiting 1o bear a
i

portion of the expenses in retura for the nformation
he should obtain.

The discoveries of Hatficld, as well as his {futwre

movements, were to be kopt o profomad seoret from

all except themselves, cven Arthur being excluded from

a knowledge of their purpese. Tt owas ettt to T

Shannon to reveal to those mierested, or to the public
as much as he thought advisablie of what the future
would bring lTorth Tt was further understood that if
either the doctor or the minister could be of anv use to
Hatfield as his plans progressed, they wore 1o be noti-
fied at once, when cither one. or hoth fo:
would hasten to his aind.

Having thus settled the wodiee opcrands the confer,

ence terminated. The docior, his mind [l of what
he had juS{’ heard, went to catl DO HOTe Vel .HH};F{»
tient patients, who were at o loss To know  what had
come over the usually pronrpd aod chicering phivaician,
Although he Jdidnt tntimate anvibing of the

nd, the

impression soon became venceral ahout the vitlage (hat
he had a criticul case on his honds of which he did

not care to speak.

Mr Brown went directly 1o the MceCov home, where
he greatly surprised the sad eyved woman whoweloomoed
him in by requesting a nhatogimpi Clava, AWhen
she procured cuc for hiing that had been taken before

i

the dear girl's disappenrancs he <0 furiher myvstiied

her by declining to state Tor the e
for which te required .

the  purpose
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Hatheld, before leaving the village, had another
tallk with Arthur, who, when he found the young
tly  tried

journalist was going to visit  heaven, earne
to dissuade him from doing se, saving that if he valued
his peace of mind that was the last place he should
go to.

However, before the next sunrise Hatfield was well
on his way to the branch home at Chicago, frony which
point he determined to begin his arduous journey

Zionward.,




CHAPTER XXVII
SERKING THE TRUE WAV

The following Sunday a young man presented him
self for admission to the sacred precincts of the
branch home at No. 1309 Walfram Street, Chicago,
or more properly in Lake View, his object ostensi-
bly being to hear the reading of the regular sermon
with some extracts from the revised, newly-pretaced,
overhauled and otherwise jmproved cdition of the
Scriptures.

The door was opened by an apostle whose foce was
wreathed in a smile that could scarcely be called
saintly. He advised the applicant to ring the other
door-bell, whicl: sunumons was answercd by a seraph
of perhaps forty years of age, with a florid complex-
ion, her hair combed high and a sanctimenious look
upon her face. She was plainly dressed in black and
held in her hand a Bible. She ushered the new-conser
into a nicely furnished parlor and bade hini, in a re-

served, not to say suspicious, manner, be seated. 1
reader may as well be informed now as at any other
time that the visitor was none other than William
Hatfield.

After growing somewhat inured 1o the noveliv of
such sanctified atmosphere, the prospective counvert
ventured to scan the celestial hurnishi The roou
was very comfortably dressed out in DBrussels ecarpet,

plush furniture large pictures, pretty rugs, with lace

o

o
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curtains draping the windows, aml the walls neatly

papered and crowned with gilt moldings and stucco

work. The front room opened by a folding Jdoorway
'
i

Iy well apoomted,

intc a spacious sitting

~roein (,‘,(}‘Ilkl

with the addition of o bayv window on the east side
hind,

filled with plants. Throogh 2 small roow
occupying the southeast corner of the house, & hand-
some conservatory was visible, fitled with bleon: and
wherce ssued the joyous duoets and

2 mazs

trios of birds probably  thankful that the air

85 1N

they inhaled wer of the finer cssence  of Jroling
stead of the conmmon, snoke-charged Chicage aiticle,

Seated on the sola opposite were two children, a
pretty boy of cighs vears amd a girl of twelve 1 a
rose colored dress with ribbons to match.  Ranged
around the roomy in comfortable army chiurs were a
dozen or more people, all sitting in a thick gloom of
silence. Vresently the silence was broken by o tread
minch like that of a cat. [t was the cunning-looking
disciple who first opened the door teo [latfield, and
who, as he found later, was Wilbir L. Baldwin, the
pastar of the Chicago branch of the Chureh Trivmph-
ant, Fe took possession of a great eushioned chair in
the corner, before which stood an improvised altar,
evolved out of a stand, a table-cover, a pile of bhooks
draped with a Cluna-silk scaef, and a Bible.

The new-comer was made 1o feel keenly his low de-
arec of caste and coarser clay, i that he was placed,
not in the inncer voom in the eonchanted oircle, nor
yet, what was worse -for the meeting lasted for hours
it a comforiable arnm-chiair, but ontside the pale in
one of those relies of the Tnguisition, a straight-backed
wooden chair.

Hatleld’s attention was  particalarly attracted by
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another of the angelic throng, an old nian with a stubby
goatee and mustache ol a nice shade of mouse color,
One eye was gone and the other was ceidimal-hued,
making the glasses he wore give the anbnilowed jm-
pression of a fcline much disabicd Dy iy battles.

i

¢

uan to got

He kept working his hips unul Hittield
nervous. As he sat in the bav window, baclk-ovounded
by greenery between the new convert and the hight,
the mustache and stringy goatee looked like wace
chasing each other up and down the sten of the ole-
ander behind hinm. 1t was all Tathicld could do to
keep from “langhing right out in meeting” at this fas-

. R

cinating fancy. In the course of some rennvks he
afterward made, he said "the Lord had brought him
up from the lowest hell,” astatement whiel, drom bis
appearance, was not really so diflicult of behiel

The sermon was rather a disappointiment to the
prospective convert, in that it had nothing of the
tables of stonc about 1f, hut was writtens with the ma-

chine used by very wany ovdimary stnners

writer, and covered nearty three hundred pages ot fools:
|

cap paper. It was read by Bajdwin, and was the one
preached by the Messiah in heaven proper the Sunday
previous. Hatficld noted the potnt suade that “noth.

5 3

ing 1s so distasteful to the dovil as divioury,” the

Messiah delegating in the ot fattoring manner the
character of bis Satanie majesty o the worlid an gens
eral and the divinity to hunsells The rest was gy
an exhortation to his people 1o stand tasi and obey
in everything the will of the Lord -ihat as, himseld
After a praver of canctly twenivosoven mnnies’ duvas
tion by the watch the leador asknd for responses to
the divine discotnrse.

The first speaker was Moear Taly b vayiond, one

Six Years In Iteaven
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of Schweinfurth’s favorites, at that time chief angel
and assistant pastor at the Chicago branch.  She was
a voung wonian of about twenty-two and very protty,
with blue eyes, a good nose, fivm, well-shaped mouth,
finely-penciled cyebrows, dark brown hair, not very
abundant, braided and worn on the crown of a shapely
head, small white hands, and a pretty foot, small,
slender and neatly booted. She wore a black dress,
stylishly made, with white lace 1n the neck and
sleeves.  She talked in a sweet voice, cnunciating
very distinctly, but rather wildly, like one intensely
in earnest but somewhat {renzied. She dwelt in extrav
agant terms on the goodness and wercy of "the Lord’s
Loly aneinted”—Mr. Schweinfurth—and  said wnong
other fanatical things that she would lay down her
life for hiny it necessary, or her religion cither; that
she was redecined, therefore would give her life, her
love, her thoughts, her actions, all to the Iord, o the
person of Mr. Schweinforth, She spoke cphatically,
i+ her

using good language, sceming pure as a flower

mtents and purposes, but Hatlield thought 1 a mist
of terrible delusion.

The next speaker was Dr. Marsters, the woman who
admitted the new convert.  She spoke with o nasal
twang, pansing long between  sentences. emarks
followed from cach onc in the experience mecting.
After a few words the leader was about to dismiss the
mecting when a man sitting near atfield arose and
asked permission to  speak. Ile was cvidentiy a
stranger, for he, too, was seated, not in the aner
room, but in the doorway.  He said:

“Triends, 1 do not wish to criticise anytling that
has been said, but the religion of my mother and her
Christ, without the ald of 2 bhoman God, are cnough

for me.”

&

i
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to the head of the Churelt Trivmphant, as some say
s the case, e s o carpenter and  a havd worker who
pricr to the attatnient ol perfection, considerably
avgmented the imcome yvielded by his saw and plane by
upper suite. He doesn’t receive any

renting  the w
rent pow, that s certain. 1t is the abode of angels,
and angels cannot be expecred to pay rent.

Tatfield’s next visit to the branch was the follow-

iny Wednesday evening.  This time the door was

Disciple James Wentworth, he of the

opened by
big shade lamp was

mouse-colored mustache.  The
turned np to s fullest capacity, disclosing  one of
Sullivan’s songs on the organ and the center table
heaped with books and papers. Comfortabic <hairs
and lounges were strewn abont ina sway especially
invitimg.

Miss Raymond, in a pretty wrapper, read sowme ex-

tracts from the revised Sceriptures. Baldwin, i ship-

pers, casv-chatr and a state of great tranquility. nod-

ded approval now amd then.  Alter a while Apostle
Baldwin spoke briefly, Ins vemarks evidently  baving
direcct roference to Hattictd’s case. e said:

‘Tt ocosts much to be a member of the Churelt Tri-

wphant. One may expect to give ap all, evervihing,

t
to the Tord, if need be; to hate [ather, mother,
hrother, sister, hushand ov wife, to vield nue carthly

all, our possessions and overvihing to further the holy

cause.”
THe satedd mueh more n the same strain, while the

convert to be bowed his head and st proper ndervals

emitted o heavy sighe The apostle glanced nmrowly

at 1Tatticid from thme 1o time to see how he was tak-

ing his medicne
Miss Raovinood then descanted {or a {few nnoufes on

1N
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s—the abso-

the joys that resulted from such sacrific
lute perfection of chiaracter, complete happiness and
the divine and boundless love of a living Saviorn

After the meeting she again went to Hatheld and
talked of the beauties of a perlect life. Finally he
said to her:

“Y have a fellow-fecling for the young man who
accosted Jesus at Galilee, asking what he must do to
become his disciple,and Christ said, "‘Sell all thy goods,
give the money to the poor, and come and follow me,’
and the voung man went away grieved, for he had
great possessions. 1 can sympathize with him in a
small way, being selfish and sordid enough to think
of lands and moncy, and having the f{feeling that it
would be a hard thing to give them all up and see the
entire proceeds pass out of my hands forever.”

At the mention of possessions Apostle Baldwin
pricked up his ears and went torward to join an the
conversation.

“It witl not be required of vou, my young brother,”
he quickly said, “to do so. The treasuries of the Lord
are ever in need of gifrs. All the giving you will need
to do will be to the Lord.  And if one s fully re-
deemed he will give himself and all to the Lord.”

“Yes,” interposed Miss Ravinond, with her charac-
teristic earnestness, it 1¢ a sunple question hike this:
Am I willing for my Ford’s sake to wear the ofd cloak
and let some one clse have the new and  pretty one?
I T am compietely redeemed and  the Lord’s 1 owill
say: ‘Yea, Lord, and all I am and have shall be
thine.’”

Although Tiatlield was not at Jiberty to cven give
full rein to his thoughts just then, he counld see quite
clearly the corner of the garden where the serpent is
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fattening himself,  Te also noted with commiseration
that Miss Raymond was in love, bedy, sonl and mind,
with Schweinfurth, and he resolved to break the charm
if he could,

It was quite cvident that Baldwin wanted woney.
Wentworth would like to be a villain, and a bad one,
but did not have sense enough.  The investigator
thought he could stand a full blown, double-duplex,
dyed-in-the-wool villain, if he carried his plans into
execution cleverly, and had perbaps some extenuation
for his villainy, but he expericnced a positive doies
tation for this littie milk-and-water rascal, who wanted
to be a boa-constrictor without the qualifications for
an ordinary grass snake,

The disciple in chicl, Wilbur L. Ballwin, is a very
spare man, a little above medivm height, with small
hands and feet.  1le wears dark-brown side whishkers
and mustache ; hatr of the same color, covering a well
shaped head; has a fair forchead and a very lony nose
tipped, one might say it he were anvthing less than
an apostle, with an mnciprent grog-blossom; a  pon-
dulous, somewhat protruding lower lip; small, keen
blue eves, with brows inclined to aspire heavenward
at the outer ends; check bones noticeable but not
prominent, and pallid complexion. Heis a schewer and
the nominal leader of the Chicago Dbranch, but the
real ruler 15 Miss Ravmond.

Apostle Ward is a broad-shouldered, brown whis
kered, mock-appearing man of something over ity
years. lle wears a full-grown squint, which oxie nds
1ts ministrations down his cbeck and may find an -

bush 1 the luxuriant growth of beard.  Anviway it

passes from sight on that horder.  When relating his

spiritual cxperiences, and ecspecially  when inforniing




SEERING THE TRUE WAY 2y

his hearcrs how perfect he is. hie is mchined to cast
his eyes toward the ceiling, but, the squint, acting as
a puliey, jerks them down again with such force that
one almost expects the dull thud following after all
falling bodies, Phrenological inguisitiveness receives
an effectunal slap in the face from the black skull cap
he invariably wears. He is the possessor of an intol-
erable drawl.

His wife is a good old lady with a pronounced
Swedish accent, thin hair strewn with gray and a
protruding wnder lip. She is tall and not over sen-
sible, but a neat housckeeper.

Dr. Marsters 1s anenthusiastic angel. Sheis a Jarge
woman with dark-brown hair, a generous nosc, a “gift
of gab,” and an office on Madison street. She has a
grown danghter who, with all her other rclatives, be-
came estranged when she adopted this creed. The
little boy, ITarry. is only an adopted child,

Apostle Wentworth scems to have been acquired by
the church from the slums, Though an ex-debaunchee
he is & standard bearer in the Chicago branch of the
Chureh Trivmphant,

The little girl is a daughter of “friends of ours”, as
Miss Raymond explained. Her name s Mary Burnett
and she was placed in the home by her pavents for the
purpose of receiving an education,  She was an at-
tendant ot a public school and was receving vielin
lessons.

These were all the habitues of the piace when Hat-
field was “seeking the truc way”, cxcept outside men-
bers of the church who came to spend a tew davs or
weeks in the absorption of the boly atmosphere of
the home and go forth girded for the fight, or perhaps
a new {ly who would get cutangled in the web and
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; stop a while ere being lured on to the main heaven.
i After having been introduced to all these, and spend-
ing another hour discussing the doctrines to which they
all gave such rigid adherence. Hatfield brought his
second visit to a close, faithfully promising as he

took his departure to be with them again on ihe fol-
lowing Sunday.
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CHAPTER XXVIII
A DEATTIFUL ANGEL

The next Sunday Hatfield started for the branch at
an earlier hour than was really necessary, hisidea be-
ing not only to show a commendable promptitude but
to have a few minutes conversation with Miss Ray-
mond before the service began. He had f{requently
felicitated himself since his last visit that he was mak-
ing very satisfactory progress toward a redeemed con-
dition, and he was, so far as the people at the branch
were concerned.

~ What was his surprise on boarding a street car to
find Dr. Marsters also a passenger?  She was oun her
way from a visit at her office to the same destination
as he. Thinking to discover something of the general
idea of Schweinfurth held Dby the women he took a
seat by her side, paid her car fare, praiscd the little

. boy, and made himseif as agreeable as possible,

“Dr. Marsters,” he finally said, “you talk so inter-
estingly —would you mind telling me about your con-
version to this wonderful religion?”

She seemed to be much pleased by bis skillind flat-
tery, and in a short time was chattering like a magpie.
She began Ly telling of her youngest brother, whom
she educated at her own expense for the profession
of medicine, and who turned against her when she
joined the Church Trinmpbant. He declared he would

281
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have the Messialy in the clutches of the law. He
cursed Mr. Schweinfurth terribly.

“And do you know,” she added. 1 en awe-struck
whisper, “six wecks from the very day he cursed our
God he died! It was an awiul retribution, wasn’t 1t?”

This was followed Ly a series of blood-curdling in-
cidents of terrible consequences e those wlo had
dared raise a hand against their Lord

“Why,” she said, carnestly, "a man who declared
he did not want lust removed from the world, and that
Mr. Schweinfurth was a devil for wanting to remove
it, was taken with typhoid fever the next month and
died.  Another who reviled the Leord was killed some
time after. My own daughter, a vounyg lady who had
joined the church and backslidden out inte the world’s
evil ways, was ncar death’s door several thnes, but I
was permitted to bring her back to lile and health
When 1 think of this [ am convinced the Lord must
have some special work for her to do, for he usually
spares only those for whom he has something to do
to glorify his kingdom. I devoutly hopu my daughter
will be brought out of the wilderness of apostasy
back into the fold. Why, 1 tell you,” and she
raiscd her hands impressively, “T would not raise
one finger acainst our lLord 1f T was offered a
title-decd to the world--nor would any woman who
cares for her soul.  And a good many don’t think he
is the Lord, either, T suppose, or they wouldn’t say
things against him as they do.”

“I fear there are many who revile him.” said Hat-
ficld, with a sigh.

“Yes, ndeed; but you sce they don™ know. Retri-
bution will come to them, all the same”

“But, as a physician, Dr. Marsters, do you believe
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it possible for wonien 1o beur ehiddren throngh purcly
spiritual ageuey?”
“Of course b de!” she rejomed, very cmphatically.

“Do you suppose | doubt the divinity ¢f the Nazarine?
It 1s the Almighty’s orginal plan of peopling the
earth.  Ile never imntended it to be populated 1n the
way 1t 18 new.  That came with the curse,  Indeed,
that 1s what the curse was.  The reason God cursed
Adam and Eve was because Adaw {rustrated  the de-
signs of God in relation to Hve. It was God’s inten-
tion to be the literal father of all men, and then there
could not have been sin 1o the world.”

“Idare say you are rvight, Dr. Marsters,” replied
Hatficld; "but T am puzzled to understand why the
sexes were created.”
and

"1 don’t know of God’s reason fer ol thing

I don’t blasphemonsly stand and ask hiue why he did
such and such a thing, cither,” she rvephed, showing
some indignation, and at  the swme time glancing as-
kance at Hatlicld,
Then after a suoment’s pause she added, prously s
“He knoweth all things and docth according to whai
seemeth hest, It is only when a rce of porfecet wamen

shall appear, eschowing the lusts of the fesh jand
pure and noble in their lives, that the HHely Ghost
will consider them worthy to consort with hine  The
highest privilege a woman can be aliowad on carth is 1o
bear children of the TToly Glhiost.”

“Then why is not Miss Rovmond chosen?” said
Hatfield, quictiv.  “surely she s as noble a gul and
as beautiful a characicer as any of the angels w the
Church T nnuphant?”

,, ! o .
O, vest Udo not doubt that some i the dhrvioe

Privilege will he granted Do Il von see how it




be chosen as an instrument of the Holy Ghost,

s
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woitld be just now.  The world would charge its pa
ternity to some of the disciples at the branch. She
will bave to restde o heaven first. 1 otell vou the
Lord 1s going to do wonderful things for womankind.
Old wonmen will be fruitful and a new and pure race
of men will spring up through then.”

Hatfield glanced in horvor at the wonan who could
receive with such complacency these ontragceous and
abominable doctrines, and predict with such caln and

1

devilish satisfaction that Miss Raymond wonld in time

They had now gone as far as they could by car and
Hattield walked out with a sickening pain at bis heart,
He had {formed a liking for the fair girl, and he won-
dered to what extremes of religious f{ervor the human
heart mighi not be carried.

On this occasion the sermon was read by Miss Ray.
mond, Baldwin being absent at Rockiord and Ward
il in the adjeining room, from which reginn issued
the openix

prayer.

When the meeting was over Ilatfield began to talk
to the boy, who was a really bright little fcllow. e
was giving a monosyllabic biography of himsclf when
his mother spoke up:

“Don’t you think it will be a beautiful thing fto
hring a boy up to mwanhood knowing absolutely noth-
g of sine”

“Yes, indeed,” replied Hatfield.  “A miost beautiful
thing.  He would be the most fortunate of mortals.”

50 he would,

Wentworth, who scemed to be a little suspicious
this time, asked Iatfield what he came {or

“Curiosity to sonic extent, in the first place,” was
the auswer. “IBnt now"— with great vehemence and '
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feeling—"1 want something that will moke me hap-

py.”

“Nothing but the Lord van wake vou happy.” broke
in Dr. Marsters with o joyous laugh and hysterical
clasp of the hands,

Here Wentworth put in:

“We have been praying {or you—"

Whercupon Miss Raymond gave lum a look that
might have wilted & banyan tree, and Lic quite col
lapsed. Hatfield had now no doubt where the secat of
power lay.  Then she said:

“We don’t want to convert you, but if we have any-
thing you want you are mest weclone to it We have
been” - smiling pleasantly—"mn your state of mind
and know what you feel.  DBut we never feel so any-
more. We have found perfect peace in the perfection
of our souls and 1n the love of our Lord.”

“But,” said Flatfield, thinking it Dbest to make at
least a feeble struggle before giving up, “is not my
mother’s religion enough for me?”

“That was under the old dispensation. A new one
has now arisen.”

Hatfieid’s doubts appeared to be silenced.

“Mr. Schweinfurth,” she continuned, "is one of the
most persccuted saints the world has ever scen. When
a Methodist, they did not like him because he preached
against sociables.  1le said he did not believe in hav-
ing kitchens attached to churches.  Christ in his first
coming had driven the moncy changers from the tem-
ple with a whip of small cords, and they should be
treated in the same manner to-day.”

“Tf Mr. Schweinfurth can give me the peace | am
seeking 1 will follow him,” said Iatheld. "l have
about made up my mind to that"”
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Then for a while the two talked of books. Miss
Raymond was fond of wusic; her fuvorie author
was Mrs. Browning. She also talked freely of her
self.  She was an ex-school-tecacher, having been en-
gaged in that occupation scveral years at Rockford,
She had been a mewmber of the chureh for cight years—
a perfect man-hater and child-hater from her child-
hood, having ncver foved a clald until she saw Mrs.
Tuttle’s little girl at Zion, and heard the wonderful
story of her birth.

Hatfield wondered how people with any degree of
common sense conld be so completely duped by what
secmed to him such awful Llasphemy, but he thought
it wisest to say nothing, and Miss Raymond continued:

“The time s surely coming when the earth will be
popuiated with sinless men and women and the curse
will be removed. Of course women who arce worthy
ol consorting with the Holy Ghost must have reached
a bigh condition of purity and neobility of character,
The teachings of  Mr. Schweinfurth are so pure, so
beaatiful, so breathing of everything opposad to evil,
that the stories told about him are dreadinl to con-
femplate.”

Her listener was almost petrilied 1o hear ihis lan-
guage from the hips of this beautiful girl, There was
atremor i his voice as he asked:

You love Mro Schiweinfurt, then, with an all-ab-

}(\“."

5

sorbing

“Yes: owith o all my heart, soul and moond. Butatas

a tove pveed and  purified—a christadelphian love,

such ag o ooirl may feel Tor her brother,”
“1 o anre b would he a pleasare 1o nie fo mect Mr.
Sohwemtarth,” aandt Hoatficld, “Isthere not some way

vt

accomplished
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He hated to practice this decoption apon this fair
but deluded girl, and even doubied f he should dis-
turb her peace of mund and happiness of heart; but
he reasoncd that hie was actuated by a righteous de-
sirc to assist in erasing from the face of the carth an

1

institution the stench of which s enough to blot out

the stars and hide the gates of heaven, and no looger
hesitated to prosccute the task he had undertaken.
“Yes," she said; “von can sce Mr. Schweinfurth,

“y
fgive vou aletter of intro-

if you desire. 1 will mysel
duction.  When would you like to go to Rockford?”

“I woold go to-morrow if there is no objection.’

At this moment Disciple Wentworth came into the

room, just in time to hear the permission given Hat-
field to go to Zion.  Then he broke foose, He sconed
very fidgety all afterncon and as diss Raymond was
about to speak again be cried, exertediy:

“Iowill speak, Miss Raymond; I don’t care what
you say! I fecl lost, as though I hadn’t a fricnd in

the world, I deel as though T bound straight for
hell! My afflictions arc more than | can bear. I need
to be with my pastor. [ want to go to him.  Why
can’t I? T want to be folded to his breast T ean’t
stand it any longer.  The Lord bas deseried e and
Iam lost, lost!V

He almost screamed the last words, but Miss Ray-
mond put in very quictiv, with cold, steely precision,

fooking him squarely in the eve 1l he cowed  down
like a whipped cur:

“"Mr, Wentworth, vou forget what the Lord hes done
for you.  Yon foreet where we tfound vou and  frow
b what pan-

what depths we brought yon. Yon forg

ishments await sucli open rebellion as youw ahow I

to-night. I sav to vou, Moo Weptworth, vou'd just

Six Years Ty Hoaven it
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better look out. Our God is a just and terrible God.
He will not suffer such action to go unpunished.”

The sharp-cut words fell until the c¢ld man guailed
in abject terror before the savage young angel, and
was silenced.

Then turning to Hatfield she said:

“Mr. Wentworth has given me such trouble several
times, I sometimes despair of ever Dbringing him
jinto complete submission. When Pastor Baldwin 1is
at home he behaves himsclf very well, but when he is
away I have frequently to speak to him with some
asperity to keep bim in subjection.  If vou will ex-
cuse me a few minutes, Mr. Hatlield, 1 will write you
a few lines of mtroduction to Mr. Schweinfurtl.”

As she spoke she rose and left the room, walking,
as Tatheld did not fail to observe, with a grace as rare
as it was natural.

“Tair, Jdeluded creature!” he said to himseil, “What
would I not give to be permitted to carry vou away
from this wretched place!”

Dircetly she returned with the promised letter.

“Would you carc to read it before I scal 1t?" she
laughingly asked.

“O, no,” he replied, with a heightened tinge of
color in his face that looked much fike » blush. "I
ani sure you have spoken kindly of me.”

"1 can assure yvou [ have said nothing unkiud,” she
replied, as she sealed the letter.  “1 hope you will
like Mr. Schweinfurth, that he will like you, and that
you niay soon be numbered among the redeemed. You
will then know, as we know, what perfect happiness is.”

“I will endeavor to make him like e, replied
Piatiiehd, “and [ traly lope T may Gind the happiness

I seclk.”

S
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She gave him her hand as he left, and if he held it
a little Jonger than even the cordiality of their relations
required, hic was not perhaps so very much to blame.
If the girl noticed this at all she probably attributed
it to an embryotic christadelphian feeling just about
to burst into bloom in the garden of his heart.

Shortly after that he might have been scen study-
ing a railway time-card; and the first train that went
to Rockford carried him Zionward,




CHAPTER NNIXN
THGUER SALYATION AND FRESH VEGETARLES

It had become quite evident to the Messiah, {rom
the duily confessions which Clara felt hersclf hnpelled
to indite, that she was making little or no progress in
the direction of redemption. I anything she was be-

coming tarther removed from the condition of divine
purity to which he was extremely anxions to sce her
clevated,  Btepping into the kitchen one dav where

she was at work he sand (o hers
“lomeline, T am greatly grieved to (ind you are a

stranger to the celestial power of

tonw ore this vou would have p

N

redemption. 1 had

hoped that sed {rom

this merely extornal or nominal phase of dovotion to
a full realization of the higher beaunties of spiritual

life,  You de not know how I have fought for you
during all these vears,”
“Fam very sorry, sir,” she humbly answered
“Your condition, Emeline, is one ol great spiritual
disorder.  Lvery human being in g natural condition
e in disorder.  The mind, even when well evliivated
and curiched by human learning, is a tude, chaotic,

shapeless mass, destitute of Heht and Tife. Man walks

iy spivitunl darkness, fancying  meanwhile he s n a
state of marvelons lumination. Yonr will aud aflec-
tions are now Cwithout form and void,” st darkness
covers the recesses of yonr understanding. You have

cver and anen ipvited, and even personally so-

BRAL IS4

e
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licited by your Lord to aspire after higher eujoyments
than the world can offer.  ‘What have you done?”

“l have tried so 'hard to fully believe, Mr. Schwien-
furth,” replied the trembling girl

“T anmi afraid you have not tried as you should., You
have been as earnestly solicited by other iuvisible
agents, who operate through the passions, to reject
the kind admonitory overtures of your real {riends in
Zion, and to descend still Tower 1n the gratification of
worldly desires. Thus situated, between two attractive
powers, you are, by virtue of your {rec will, permitted
to choose which course you will pursue, whether to
obey the mandate of the Lord or remaim the wretched
vassal of your own natural and corrupt passions, i
you were wise enotgh to choose the right way, and
in time become a member of the angelic {raternity,
you would then feel that your judicions determination
and good resolutions were constantly acquiring lieav
enly strength, and you would recewe that spiritual
light which is now withheld from you.”

“I have prayed for this, sir,” she said.

“You have been placed here in my private kitchen,
he continned, “as the first stage of preparation which

precedes redemption. This was rendered necessary
by your recent contact with the world; for without
being thus reduced to a state of humiliation few will
consent to being led onward by the Lord, and conse-
quently few weonld be saved })l\'(‘,,\‘tcd of all earthly
sources of enjoyviment in which the heart has hatherto
delighted, yon are better conditioned to look to divine
power for support, instruction and consolation. ‘He
who humbleth himself shall be exalted’, {or have 1
not said, in the plenitude of 1y compassion, "Ask,and
ye shall receive, scck and ye shall find; knock, and it

shall be opencd wunto you?'™”

:
3.
7
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7 "

0§, S1f.
n my angels charge concerning you, to

I have giv
tead you inoa path which you know not; and I do
sincercly hope, from thas tine forth, you will scek the
lumination of divine knowledge to lead you into the
way of righteousness and regeneration.  What pursait
can be more profitable, what more commendable, than
that of spiritual knowle ‘nv or a diligent searching for
the treasures of divine truth?”
i

“I know of nothing, Sirh
from  the

“Iam about o transier you, 1lmie
laboricus work of the kitchen to the supervision of
the vegetable and dmry departiments. Your labors
will be comparatvely hght, though requuring your con-
stant attention. You will be ont of doors nuich more
alth, and,
ables for

than now, which will be bettor for veur

in relation to the preparations of the

market, I want you to oxercise vonr taste and ingenu-
mn the

iy i oarranging the prodocts of  onr gavd

most attractive way, "

7

oand 1

will do the very best | can,” her fair face plainly show-

ant o chag

Loanm very gratelul for so ple

mg the pleasure she felt

“I expected vt would please vou, " sand the Yiessiah,
with a bland samile; "and I am convines! you will
to yvour duties

do yvour best.  The night spint applicd
will be pven as the prophet said concerning Tyre:
‘Her merchandise and her bire shall be holiness unto
the Lord.”

These departments were innovations. The Messiah
was continually contriving means fo anginent the rev-
enues of Zion, which he dishursed with a ;)r()(‘l"cl
hand.  Lately he had added a kennel to bis worldly
srhed anvihi ng of the

possessions, not that he had a

e et i
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Pythagorean theory of transmigration of souls, but be-

cause his great heart lfoved a valuable dog as it did a

blooded horse or a thorouvhbred cow, and the best to
be had of any of these were only those which could

grow sleck and glossy on the heavenly domain,  The

first canine acquisition which the Messialh held of es-

pecial value was a dog whose pedigres lad really
never become a matter of record.  The anunal previ-
ously belonged to a doctor residing at Kockiord; but

Schwein{urth, having seen and admired it, at ance felt

a desire to possess . e sought the otlice of the
owner that very day, and saud to hin.
“Good doy. Dy, Mann”

“Good day, Mr. Schwernfurth,

responded the other,
who, likke most every onc eise w the ary, knew the
Messiah well.

“What 1s that dog of yours woeth?”

"Not so very much.”

“What will vou take for it?”

“What will you give?”

“IP1I give you o nnleh cow.”

“That’s not cnoush.”

"' give yoo two mnlch cows

“Idon’t know, Mr. Schweinfurth, my fanuily are
greatly attached to the dog.”

“And have a man get the dog and drive the cows to
where you may desire.”

“Well, take hini,” finally s:

The Messiah sent a disciple alfter the dog and the

1d the doctor,

day following the cows made thewr appeatance sccord-
g to contract.  After that dogs with pedigrees “as
voluminous as an attorney’s bill," and dogs with
pedigrees as abbreviaied as their cropped ears, found
their way to the heavenly kennel, the last two purcha-
sed Leing valucd at one thousand doliars gach.
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The additional outiay involved 1n establishing this
new and markedly celestial feature required some
means of recuping the treasury of Zion,and it was with
that object in view that the Messiah set a disciple and
an anygel to selling vegetables from house to house in
the city, and set about establishing a “nmulk route.”
It can be truthfully said in this connection that no
finer vegetables or richer lacteal production found its
way to the city than that which came from “the sweet
fields” of the terrestoal den.  The Lord found these
new sources of revenue very satisfactory, and the de-
partments have been continued to this dav.

As superintendent ol the work of scemg these
products properly prepared and started to market
Clara scored a marked success. The doties required
her to be up earlier in the mormng  than here-
tofore;  but she did net object to that, for 1t
gave her added exhileration of spirits to  inhale
the invigorating morning air and wawh the glorious
suntise; and when the Dright orb ot day in its diurnal
conrse sank from sight beneatiy the glowing western
horizon her work for the day was done. She was then
at liberty to “fix up” and go into the parjor, with the
few others who were carly at leisare, and cujoy herself
antil the Lord retired,  When he disappeared for the
night it was a silent signal for ali others to do the
same, and wo one thonght of fonger remaining up, ex-
cept those who were assigned to the regniar guard duty.
One day the Messiah was  hastily called away by
named

some traouble at one of the branches. A man
Grearge Osirander bad fallen from grace and made a
demand upon the heavenly treasury for labor p(:rformed
during his communad relations,  Ostrander had been

aarember of the chinrch for twelve years, being com-

{
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petled to join when he was thirteen yvears of age by
his father, who beconie mfatuated with the doctrine
as taught by Mrs. Beelkman, the founder of the sect.
Although so long connected with  the church he had
no faith in the divinity of Schweinfurtl, and his dis-
satisfaction with the life he led continually manifested
itself.  One night before, he made up bis mind to
leave, and tried to do so.  Jle started off across the
country, slept out of doors that night, got soaking
wet, and was so thoroughly disheartened in the morn.
ing that he turned around and made his way back,
This time, however, he appeared to be yone for good.
He left the farm uvear o branch where he had been put
to work, walked ten miles, and, jumping on a freight
train, rode until morning.  Then he was put ol and
wandered aimlessly around until the afternoon, when
he approached a farm-house and asked for something,
to eat, for he was penniless and hungry. Ile worked
there for a while, and then went on to Chicago where
he lived when a boy. There, meeting friends, he
procured a position and dropped the alias under which
he had traveled. Now, with the atid of a capable
lawyer, he was endeavoring to procure some remuner-
ation for six years of toil.

The Messiah started away the afternoon of the same
day he was notified of Ostrander’s operations. e
went with « double carriage accompamed by one of
his favorite angels, carrying with them what they re.
quired to eat and drink while on the trip, as it was
not always casy to get what was good encugh for an
angel in au edible way on tho road.

The very next moining after the departure of
Schweinfurth the pretty young woman whose «luty i
was to accompany the vegctable wagon and the disct

=

v
3
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ple salesman to the city was suddenly taken ill, and
the disciple, not thinking of anything better to do,
and knowing that those lelt in charge would not rise
for some hours, mnvited Clara to accompany him, She
knew the presence of a woman on the wagdon was more
to attract attention than for any purpose of uscfulness,
and the disciple promised to assist her in [inishing
her work when they returned.  She knew, also, thers
were strong reasons why the Lord did not desire her
to go to the city, although he had naot sa1d so, and
she was persuaded  that, were he at home, the visit
would not be permitted. Still, she reasoned, someone
ought to go, and, as there was just a little bit of in-
dependence animating her that morning, and the dis-
ciple continued his persuasions, she finally consented,
though not without a feeling of trepidation.  Making
a few necessary changes in her apparel, she was soon
seated by the side of the disciple on the vegetable
wagon, bound for Rockford.

The morning air was fresh and invigorating and the
roads good, and, alternately fascinated by the chang-
ing scencs of rural beauty along the way, and charmed
by the prospect of again sceing those objects of the
city with which she had grown familiar during her stay
with the Belyeas, she found the ride a truly pleasur-
able one.

The disciple drove well into the city before attempt-
ing ta eflcct any sales, so many of those living toward
the Limit having vegetable gardens of their own as to
render it unprofitable to stop for what few sajes might
be made, unless accosted by someone ns the wagon
passed along.

They had been o town perhaps an hour, and their

1
1
stock was rapidly diminishing, when something ui-
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usual occurred.  The disciple had carried a basket of
vegetables into a house some distance from the street,
and had scarcely disappeared frow sight when a youny
man stepped briskly up to the wagou and engaged the
astonished girl in conversation.  Ie spoke in a low
but carnest tone, finally taking zomething from  his
pocket in which she scemed to be decply interested.
In a moment he was seen assisting her to alight, and
then the two walked quickly away and disappeared
around the nearcst corner.

When the disciple returncd to the wagon a few
minutes later and found his companion was not there
he was absolutely paralyzed, and was compelled to
grasp the side of the wagon to keep himscli from
falling  The lock upon the poor fellow’s face when
his returning senses permitted hinr to realize the mis
fortune that had befallen him was proiful to sce. Rnow
ing the infinite wisery 1n store for him if be returned
to Zion without his charge, and trembling like an
aspen, he covered his remaining vegetables, made his
horse sccure to a friendly hitching post, and set out
in a half stupefied condition i quest of the missing
girl.

That cvening,when two anxious apostles went to the
city to sec what had happened to the twain, they found
the horse had been cared for by an officer of the law
and the {rantic disciple was yet scarching in vam for
Emelinc.

One apostle took the wagon and the half-crazed,
trembling disciple back to Zion, whife the cther re-
mained to institute a systematic scarch for the miss
ing girl.




CHAPTER XXX

QU OF THI SLOUGH OF DESPOND

It was late at night when Hatfield reached Rockford
and there was Little he could do before morning to
further the object that brought him there. Every res-
dent to whom he addressed himself scemed to be fa-
miliar with beaven and 1ts peculiar people —at least
they considerad themselves suiliciently well informed
ach adiditional
hay, if he

to speak with avthoruy. He gathered
information, among other things the
did not care to walk or patronize a I man, he

would probably have an opportunity of riding down to

Zion with the apostolic driver of the milk wagon the
following duay, or, better still, going in the company
of an angel on the vegetalile wagon.

So he retired inoa short time, thar he pught the
botter rise early in the vorning.  When hie had break-

fasted hie began to look aronnd in order to <atisly him-

sell what should be his first course of procedure. He

first saw the heavenly wmille wagon and learned from
the disciple in churge what hour he would Jeave the
s ready to go.

citv and where he might be found wl
There wonld he no objection to My, ilathicld’s riding,
the man satd, and he was glad e know the stranger
cxpected 1o become a member of the commuunity,
Having considerable tine o spare Hatheld then

i having re-
ceived from the disciple with  whom he tutked an

O

able w

looked around for the ves
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idea of where it might be found, He told the man,
as an excuse for searching for Lh(‘ other wagon, that he
would like to avail himscl of the privilege of which-
ever vehicle first lelt the city, as he was so anxious
to see the home of the redecemed e was tnipatient of
delay. Of course he was grieved to learn the Mes-
siah was absent from home, but the disciple saud that
need not distress him, as there were those who would
receive and welcome him

In a short time he met the wagon, and was about

2
to approach and accost the disciple when he observed
the features of the young woman whoe accompanied
him, and at once paused and looked inteutly at her.
Then he withdrew a short distance, where he took a
photograpli from his pocket and studied that for
nearly a minute. The inspection scemed to be sads-
factory, if his face was any criterion.  Placing it in a
pocket where 1t would be readily accessible he turned
his attention again to the wagon, following it at a
sufficient distance not to attract the attention of the
disciple and watching sharply for an opportunity to
speak to the girl. A favorable chance did not present
itself until the unwitting disciple carricd a basket of
vegetables into a house standing some distance back
from the street, where, fortunately for [Hatlield’s plans,
he was detamcd for some ninutes \*-./lnhf his forgetfal
purchaser {ound her purse.

“Now or never!” said HHatheld to himqoi{_ “Here's
where I malke a spoon or spoil a horn.

Stepping quickly up to the wagon be tairly startled
the young woman, whose gaze was intently fixed on
some object tn the distavce, with the abrupt exclama-
tion:

“Miss McCoy 1"
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Clara turned to him with o Took of alamu at thug
suddenly hearing her nanie called, She viveted her
widc-open eyes on the handsome lace of the stranger
and waited for hin o speak again,

"Comce with me!” he sad, inoa sharyy smperative
tone.

“Where?" she asked, too astonished to know what
else to say.

“To yvour home at Shelbyville. They have sent me
to bring youw -father and mother and Arthur. Come
quickly, before that man returns. Do not delay a mo-
nment— they are waiting for you-—come! come!”

“IBut, sir,” she hesitatingly said, "1 do not know
you. "

“Seel They gave me your photo so that [ would
know vyou,” be went on eagerly and rapidly, at the
same time drawing the picture from his pocket and
handing it to her.

"That is my picture!” she joytully cexclanned, look-
mg at the card.

“Come!” be again urged, extending his hand to her
“Cowme at onse, before the disciple comes back.
When we veach the hotel T owill explain cverything
to you. Lot me assist you to alight 7

The authoritative manper and tone, which he puar-
posely assmined, influenced hey more than bis words. She
permitied him to help her from  the wagon, and, in-
spired by his words of encouragement. ailowed him to
one apparcently observed

atmost drag her away.
them, except the ever-present steeet arnb who shouted
as be saw theos hurrying away:

“Say. mister, you'll get paradyzed i you run away
with that there angell”

They paid no attention 1o the urchin but hastened




st

T seareh of mn exeaped
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around the nearest strect corner and disappeared. They
were not yet out of sight when the disciple emerged
from the house. IHad he been fooking about fhim he
might eastly have scen them, buot at that timse he was
carciully examining the money in his bhand--probably
to assure himsclf that he had not been overpaid.

The boy, naturally intercsted 1 sceing a man carry
off an angel, followed at a tret the fleeting footsteps
of Clara and Ilatiield for two hiocks, donbtless with
the expectation of secing the mau paralyzed.  As this
did not happen he suddenly wheeled alioat and trotred
back to sce what the disciple would dowhen he found
the ange! gane, 1t was pecossary he should see some-
body do something.

He found the disciple hastily jnakang his horse fast-

and the keen eyes of the vounusier dotected

the distressed condition of the man’s
“Tose w angel?” was s brick query.

“Did you sce which wav the voung dady wong "
. i

hoarsely asked the iseiple

“You bet | oscen her!” spepliod

a chase. "Skipped 7round that corper
;

| Wy

two blocks that

1

his extended arm-—-"and then

Say. mitster, ye'll have e gel amoeve on ve
'em; they was scootiny’ ke whiteheads,”
"Was someone with hor?”
"Yes:; adeliern
The disciple stopped lo ask no fucilior uestions,

. . ] . . H
but started off as vapudly 28 ho conid wallh o the di-

tiioronghly

rection indicated by the Loy, who,
[ B
followed a

alive to the unportance of  the
short distance 1 the rear. Soop he saw anovher boy
I

of his acquaintance acvoss the siyect ared shouted, with-

out stopping:
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"Come on, Tom. Here's a feller chasing o angel.”
Tom did not nnderstand  what the other said, but

he saw 1t was something that requeired his attention,

and, forgetinl of the errand upon which e had been
sent, with an mjunction to make haste, he joined in
the eager chase.  In ten wiinutes there vere a dozen
notsy lads at the heels of the panting decipleoand the
strange procession became an object of deep interest
to all who chanced to see it

Meanwhile Clara and Ilatfield hurricd along toward
the business section of the c¢ity.  When the boy who
was following them made up his wind te retrace his
steps Flatheld said:

"1 don't suppose there is any one i1 i

“Yes, str, thereis,” shereplied. “I bnow the Belyeas
[ stopped there for a while "
“Know where they live?”
“On Pive street.”

, . L an
“No danger of your being followed the 5 there?

“No, sir”
“Then P ostop this hack and we'll go thore”
A4 as quickly

He did so, hastily bundling Clara m

following her, and the two were driven to the home
of the friends trom whom Clara had hoon torn by
Apostle Mamby.

Mra. Belvea was overjoyved to meei the anfortunate
girl agam, and not only congratulated her on her sec
ond escape, hut had to know by what means she had
been lured back to the infamous place, hetore Hatfield
wag given an opportunity (o explain his business with
the voung woman. [t was @ source of ext wne gratifi-
cation to Mrs. Dielyvea to know that Clara wasat once
to be restored to her home and friends.

Leaving the two to talk together for a short time,
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Hatfield sought a telegraph oifice and sent the fol-
lowing message to Dr. shannon:
“Ilave got Clara; will start for shelbyviife this
evening. haerms,
The infamous and theartless plan of Schwoeinturth
to rid fumsell and Zion of the dving Angelica, and to
effectually dispose of Arthor at rhe
made >ldm YWhen these two unfortunates met, Arthur

spe Lne, 18 now

mistook the voung woman for his heloved Clara, whom
he had not et during all Hne e }u; remained at
Zion, and hoe was still unshaken 1 tlus belief. Not

1

desiring to have Angelica die at the home, again call-

ing in question his divine power o

he deterpiined Lo a
semblance to Clava,  She was constant I\' to&(i that

her former name was Clara MoCoy and that her par-
Y

dhyvville fn her deplorable conds

tion of mind it was not a ditlicult maticr to teach her

to Leliove this, as well as to repeat, parrot-dike, the

N
names o1 her supposed  parents aad others of these
with whom Clara had been on terms of intimacy when
at home,  When this shameless work bhad been thor-

\

e was told she wonid be allowed to go

oughly done sl
honie for & while until she grew sironger. and  the

scemed o be pleascd ai the prospect of a
l ! i

poor ¢
change,

The daring outrage which the scheming head of the

= - &
Church Triamphant perpetrated upen  the nnsuspect-
i

parents of poor Clara, by sending another to them
tlov, and which

no
ing

as their daughter with a child to

Was SuCCess carried inta eff his fugicman,

Manmby, conscienceless ndividaul no cone
corti, Uhe soiferines and bnnhinton o ofhors wer
of small moment To b hiie

ends.

%,
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derail of the
v othen Mandhy took her

ravelings by convey-

Ahiey curoved the vmage
D young
i1e then
a block

ber hittle
ipless caondi-

winhine aroand Tony

omscarmied o the news o re-

¢

turn from hor Tong absence passing Lhro: the vitlage

avid drove

wildfire —he again entered bis
away.
Of conrse Arthur Fiizroy, feeling assured  that the

Iove of s e had left Zion to die in the arms of her

I, had no
ationg that

parvents, who already  mourned her as

A destre to remam among the assac

U hecu so repugnant o lum from the start, and the
ene to drive him from the place that had heen the
gource of so much sorrow to him, was nol difficult to
carry into clfect.

[t was tor the narpose of imparting what she knew
of this afluir to Hatfield that Miss Ames Howard, the
voung lady  detective, summoned him to an inferview
at the hotel after reading his report of the niystery of
Shelbyville.  During the brief time she was at heaven
she mot and talked with Clara, learning her full name
and where =be came from,  She also talked with An-
gelica, and was not a bittle puzzied tofind her giving
the same name and claiming to have come {rom  the
voud noting, however, the sad con-
he paid no attention to her

same  place. B

dition of Angelica’s headth.s
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i
account of Clure’s veturs to by hosme st enbseqoent
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death.

it i Hsir ool auross
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had une
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Clava. Voo, whio =

phope. ol

mattey nyvaer,

the part of w
ing. Hiathel lied 1o sen the
abode of the veleomed for Rimee!f bar Mro Delyea

an owell as unnecos-

argucd that defay was

sary 10 this casce, Jor Clara, on the jourrey home,

could tell Tiim more abont the plice than ot would be
possible for biny to learn by vy eflorts of his own,
He wes thoretore persuaded (o drop that part of

his project, secing the Messiab was absent and could

not be seen anyosy.

000 1
i

Diefore the conference ended Moy Belvea, who de-

clared, 1 langunave as cmphatic necessary for

anv reputable citizen and father of o fanly to use, tha
bhe had never before heard of so dinbolies]l and wicked

an ontrage as that perpetrated apon the MeCoys,

agreed to sce a justice of the peace and precure the

ellcets

wery ol Clara

necessary papers for the re
held by Schweinturth, which he wonid ferward to her
home as early as posarble

That evening the mombers of the tamily shook hands

A& 5 b

praws
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with Hatlield and bade Clara an aflectionate {arewell,
and the two took a tram for Kentucky,  Bre. Selvea

s oaosort of body

suard.

went to the station with then:

Clara was snpremely ppyoat the discovery  that

her friends would not revile her or her pavenis turn
away 1n anger becausc of her misfortones, as Hohwein-
furth had led her to belicve, but would welcome her
back to her home and happiness. \When 1ofd that
Arthur, faithful to his vows, had followed hier o Zion

and there remained 2 member of the comirun nntil

he believed she was no lonwer there, bier asion ment

3

was unbounded; but when informed what spasition

had becen made of the miserable Angelica, Lor fovlimgs

found reliel i1 a flood of unrestrained i Many
things had transpired of late to shake ber behel n

the divinity of Schweintfurth.  The crowniag

perpetrated on her sorrow-stricken parents was  the

traditional “last straw.” She turned her denuncia-

tion, feehle cnough just then, against the shameless

and heartless suthor of all this mischief, fecling ndig-
nant cnongh to have spoken her mind to the Messiab
himsel{ were they face to face.

After o time, when she became calm, she talked
frecly to her companion of the home.  She tald him
much ol what the ryeader already knows and a great
many things that arc not essential to her story.  For
a while she descanted upon the pienics which are a
feature of the summer time, several of which she had
been permitted to attend at tumes when  Arthur was
kept out of sight.

“Iverything had to be done in style,” she said,
“and there would always be a parade. A fine repast
ta be

is spread for the redecmed, but the others hy

k1

aatisfied with the ordinary fare, unless they can work




e lavor of the wivis appointed to wait

themselves intoe ¢

o table,”

chwernfortl s the most romarkable hounbuy |

rd ol said Hlarheld, U6 oo x":)ixxim'vd
he s the very pursombcostion of dmbolismn. e is an
awful, blasphemons, scl

1

WOrse than volt ave

ore exlon-

with him, and his

{le has many
cret. Most

of us women are, untd they come ey bis direet

sive than wost people

devoted followers who ave such onfv in

influence. pure an thought wad werd. They  believe

honestly, wtrunge as 1t scems, that their maternity is
s divect impartation of the holy spuit. Some of his
fellowers are petty fools, some of them  are cranks,
and some ol thew are deluded to the point of imsanity;
while all of them, [ believe, old and young, male and
female, are mere puppets, made to hive and move aund
have their being rhat tlos man Schweinfurth may live
in luxurious apartments and satisly the debasing and
consnming pzlssions hidden beneath his smeooth, mag-
netic and attractive exterior”

ss the man. his doc-

Thus the two continued to dise
trines and his community the best part of the home-
ward journey.  Hattield was soon famnliar with the
det 'nl of the communpal life as far as Clara could tell
him, for of course she was sull ignorant of what
transpired in the inner circle of those who had
found  redemption. On the other hand, she was
constantly astonished at the revelations ol the works
of the Messiah as known to outsiders.

What means were taken to fimd Clara by the apostie
who remained in Rockford to continue the scarch s

of small account. It is certainly a matter of genuine
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satislaction to know that his cftorts COTC nnoYAT Y.

miembers of the

Aty

Neither he. the Mes

Church Trivmphant

Were there fime Lo b -

vomond’s

interesting to
thoughts tool when she heard of Clara’s escape, and
tound that her prospective convert had farfed to pre-

sent himselt and hits letter of tutrodaction at the

heav-

enly portals,
And the anfertunate discipie who took Clars to the
city, without suithoriiy o do so, and permitted her to

escape! What of him? 1 is vot bard to imagine

the disgrace and humiiiation to which he was subjected

-the scorn and contamely of the fairhful, 2 long season
1

of penance witl servile toil ang er fare, and bours

meay
devoted to commititug to memory interminable pages
of the Mes

tls revised type-written scriptures,
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Hatfield’s telegraphic message reached Do Shannon
about the middle of the same alternoon on which 1t

was sent having Leen received by the nearest station
the person who carried the

mail to several of the smaller villages

listended with the

-

agent in time to hand to
thereabouts,

The doctor's eves hecame greatly o
astonishment that took possession of hiwn on reading
the message. To teil the truth of the matter, both he
and Parson Drown were very skeptical in regard to
the story which Fatfield had heard from Moss Howard,

There were several things, indecd, wiioch they ace
cepted cum grane salis, Sliss Howard's stery and  the
mesmeric theory of Clara’s abduction chieily awaken-
ing their incredulity.  In several private conferences
held after Hathelds departure they

which the two
rathier sconted the idea of
agreed there could be no question as to the existence

of this pretender and his inexplicabie power over his

such things, though they

the young journ-

followers, and both fervently hoy
alist would be able to completely expose this agent of

the evil one and his wicked deings, Tt was because
they were dubious of much thar had been related to
them that the whole aifair was kept a profound secret
between the three.  They had no mind te put them-

the  wvillagors if it

gelves in the wav of the ridienle of

YR

LS

{
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should nltimately be demonstrated thar these tales
were purely visionary.

Theretore, when the doctor was wotified by this
ressage that Clara had actually been rescues! from the
power of this miquitous wretch, and would he on Ler way
home that evening, his astonishment was nnbounded.
too much for bim to carry aronnd alowe

The news w

for any tength of time. A messenger was hastily dis-

patched for Parson Brown and another for Arthor, in

order that the aflair might at once be taken unde
visement.

Arthur, who was the fHirst o arrive, was sent into
the doctor’s private room and  told {o wake himscll
comfortable until the minister came, when there was

[0me

W
thing aportant the doctor desired to say 1o both,
Arthur, though semewbat swrprised, obeyved the doc-
tor’s behest unquestionimgly.  He supposed the mecet-
ing had something to do with the establishment of

Schwemturth, but, not being in the secret of Hatfield's

nussion o the home, couid not know the real tecason
for his sunumons.  However, Arthur had well fearned
the lesson of paticnce and conld await the doctor’s
disclosures with perfeet equanimity,  To all intents
his mind had grown clear aud strang again.Jeaving him
with a scttled melancholy that was plainty reflected
his features and a quict, dignified reserve that kept
hirm aloof from others. These peculiarities, the doctor
and others befieved, had become a part of his nature
and would remain with him to the end.  Te brooded
a goad deal over what he conceived 1o be the miser-
able fate and sad end of her who had been his heart’s

choice, but he kept his sonmber thenghts to bimself,

and none knew how keenly he sudlered, He understood
that an attempt to seck satisfaction from the antbor ol
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his nnhappiness would only result i additional trouble
for hanwself. so be cadmly, to all outward appearance,
bore his alfliction. and uttered no word of complaint,

The misier reached the doctor’s ofiice soon after.
As he entered the physician arose and  grected him,
“Read this telegram, Brother Brown, and see what
you think of it,"” he said.

The minister adjusted lus glasses in silence and then
read the paper which the doctor handed him. He
read 1t no less than three times, to convince himsell
that hie was not mistaken.  Then he looked at the
doctor, who had Deen watching hus {ace mtently while
he read, and both regarded cacl other in biank silence
for a few moments.  Finally Mr. Brown sad:

“Is 1t not possible. Doctor, that this 1s a case of mis-
taken identity on the part of this younyg man?”

“Such a thing is possible, to be sure,” answered the
deotor: “but 1 believe it 1s highly tmprobable.  This
voung man, Hatfield, 15 keen aud brnight. 1 do not
believe he wonld permit himsell to be deceived or that
he would let his feclings neite hun to unwarranted
haste in an aflair of such grave importance.  If he
says he has tound and procured the release of Clara
McCoy, the chances are that he hasn’t done anything
else.”

“And we have been at sea 1n our conclusions?”

“So 1t would appear.”

“Romarkable!” said the minister, meditatively.

"Very,” replied the doctor.

Like most other men who, having once formed opin-
tons, held to them pertinacionsly, these two distiked
to discard the conclusions they had reached. There
was sonie human nature in both these good mern.

“Arthur is in my private office,” sawd the d

3

i Y
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SIN VEARS IN HEAVEN

after a moment or two of reflection.  “Let us go in
and 1 will question him.”

They at once joined Arthur, who was quictly perus-
ing a medical journal which he found on  the doctors
table.  After rising and cordially greeting the minister
bhe saud:

“"Here is an article, Doctor, on mesmerism and ther-

apeutics that has greatly interested me as far as I

have read. I I can borrow this paper 1 would like
to finish reading the article.

"

“You can have the paper to-morcow, Arthur,” said

the doctor. "In the meantime 1 want to ask you some
questions,”

“1 am entirely at your service, Dactor.”

“You were w this justitntion called heaven about
sIX vears, were yvou not?”

“About that time,”

“How much do you really know of what went on
there?”

“Very hittle of what ocourred in the bouse. 1 was
seldom allowed jnside, and never farther than the re-
ception-room.”

“Why were you exchided?”

“Beeanse of my fack of faith, 1 suppose.”

"It was a long tune before yon really knew Clara
was there?”

“Yes; it was some time before 1 was really certain,
and-1it was nearly or gnite two vears before I saw
her.”

“Are vou surc yon ever saw her?”

“Why, vyes ™t osaid Arthur, his eyes opeuing very
wide with surprise. "1 do not think I will ever for-
get that meeting, Doctor,”

. ~ L ]
“Arthur, I do not think yeu ever saw Clara there.
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“Doctor,” said the other, without the slightest trace

of indignation at beinyg thus directhy contradicted, 1

had complete possession of my facnlties ap to that
e,

“Doubtiess vou think so. How lid the voung
woman receive vou when you met hoer?  Was o she
pleased to sce vou? Did she recoginize vou?”

She did not seem to know me.

“Just as Uexpected,” said the docteor, azheand the

minister oxchianged glances. “id vou call ber by

name?”
“"Yeu o
“What thea?”

“She said her naie was not Clara. T remember |
conld not snake ber recognmze me, and 7 seized with

«

a sudden inspiration - “why am b bemy nterrogated

in this way, Doctor?  Ias something tmprossed yon
with the notion that L was mistaken o the person |

accosted?”

“Yes, Arthurs it was noet Clara von saw, hut a more

unfortunate younyg woman  who passed by the name
of Angelica.  Can vou stand soroe good news?”
“1 can stand anyvthing,” he said, nising to Jus teet.

i

“Tell me what 1t 1s.

“Tip ealon Arthur,” waid the hithorto siiond nunister,

“CTake your chaiv agaim.”
“Tle's all right.” sand the doctor. "Good news never
kille,”

stmed atand T Shannorn continued:

Arthur re:
“You romember voung [latficid, who was here afew

et

i NS . .- . A N -
weelks ago, and who went fyom here io Roekiord:

11 ried to dissuade hun

“T remember hum very wel

from going
Arthur spoke in 2 calmer tone and

B

as less aflected

than cither of tihe others.

it
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“1 have a daspateh from hun, 7 savt the doctor, draw
g the paper trom his pocket. Would von ke to
) oy
read it:

Arthar took the message from the doctor’s hand and

AT

read it stowlyv, Thoere was no o elings

from his imperturbable features. e quict) when

i
he had finished reading:

Phere can be ne mustake abouwt thes, Doctor?”

1 1

“I have every reaseon to believe the vouny man bnows

what he 1s about,” was the reply.
son,” sandl Arthur, in the swme guiet, deltborate voise

rolse: “but 1t seems bohave boen

“Lowas aware oy mind was sadly cloaded for s sea
o

in which he alwavs g
superlatively stupid from fivst to Tast AWhat =hail we
do?”

"You go and ger Mro MeCov and take oy hone, My,

Brown aond §owill follow oo fow mioubos o not

mention anythimg of this until we all oot

think Mr. Drown ov mvselt shoutd breakc the nows 1o
the fanniy.”

“Uowill gladly do sa.” said Srthar

Pfe started on his evrand at once, with a hesrr that

was throbbing very rapidly, even i his foce

index of his cmotion and his step was brsloer

had been since he watked the village sivects

old days.

“The will soon be himself agam now,” saud the i
veter, when Avthur was gone,

“Yes, " rephod the doctor; i the il renueas ans
changed toward hum. "

In a few minutes they followed him to the home of
the MeCovs, first ascortaining that he had fonad the
old gentlenan,

What passed when they were afl gathiored toeiher
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better imagined than described.  As the doc-

e

tor cantiously nunfolded the particalars of  the extraor

dinary attir his revelations called mito M;ay all the emo-
tions of the human heart. Tl poor parents hung upon
Hable he attered which sm:mzjd te then hike

cvery

a soul-mspiring melody sending s joyous cchoes

through the gloomy caverns of the heart. Iivery word
appceared (o be pregnant with gladdening wlees, They

could feel the huds of hepe putting ferth, and  the

fature scewed fresh and prowising. 11 must be such

are taken up

bhoepes as then anunated the parents
and trauspianted in the skics, there to bloom unfading
{orever.

Mr. MeCoy msisted on driving over to the station

in the morng, there to awart, ne matter what tone
it toolk, the arrival of Clara and Tiathicld.  The cager
him, for the

Dlessed ravs of her maternal fove, though obscnred

mother, of conrse, shoold accompany

for o tivse by the intercepting clonds of miel, were in
no wise dinmed by the circamstances of her dangh-
ter's abscence  Phat love, hike the sun in the eternal

favens, would glow with undiminished {(trvor while

OFf course when they miet i fond embrace there

woere many  tears - bat they were  tears of oy, like

shaken {rom the wings of angels.

Suehoa generous overllow  serves ondy to relieve  the
heart overwhelmed and mp\,n‘wésmi with grief.

Clara and Arthoar were married three months  later,
when both, like the svuoread Hichard, were them-
volves azmin, Vo be sure, Parson Drown perforned
the solenm yet joyous ceremony.  There was the old-
time sparkie in the clear, feavless eyves of the quiret

brideoroan, and loveliness acain sat enthroned apon

the {ace of the happy biide
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Doubtless when the evening of life draws nigh-—
though not forgetful of the six wasted vears in the fer-
restrial heaven— it will find them with the lcaves of
connubial fove still green and perhaps a0 jovous ofl
spring surrounding and gracing the parear trees, like
vy entwinng and aderning the tome-scathed oak,

And what of the Messiah? e 1s still “donz bas-

Iostand” - more’s the piiy-—deluding and

mess at the ol
luring the stray sheep of Clyistendom to osculate the
hem of his unholy garment. 1 in the vears to come
the law can find no wayv to stop the mfamous praciice
of this unbinshing pretender,  the relentloss hand of
time will bear him down with a weary Joad of years,
and, old, decrepid and hopeless, in fear and tremiiing
e owill feel Tus feeblo way with his stall (o the chcer-
lesa tomb mn the dull twilight  of existence, Such o
Iife as Ins must turn out poorly at the last, A wad

change mdeed in the space of o few short veors, hom

the buoyant vouth tull ol fervor, fire and mightenns

zeal, to the st winding path of  senescence,

flowers of hope few and uniragrant.

[ndecd, dear reader; muach of what bheging  well su

this world must come to 2 comparatively poor ending,

e oandd vierce, These put forth bads that

except

blossom forever, and boghten v ther bloom ag

mty grows old.
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