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Feerchebhe ukllnL Gruncy County, Tannessee.

Ouner. ur. end dre, John derrs
Surings znd Yort Ls il

ezt gaectlion comolatod 1835, A1l

- Builder. Originzsl section, un&nown. Leter zcditions
and alterations by Colonel John frmfield.
Present Conditicn. The group is under intelligent care
but roplecements needed in the older sections are not
recelving sttention wg tney should receive. Originally
r
c

g

b
the tuiléding gt the rzar of Lhe present court {ormed by
the builaing grouap wss &t the roat OV”rlooxinﬁ the
velley. The Armficlce, however, rearrznged & l the
buLIOLnPh anc wmoved to the back the original EULlQLQgS
and bvullt on the front zn "LY chaped two story columned
building having porches, first cnd csecond floor, scross
the zsntire front and extending psrt of the way bick on
the "LT, This resrrangement formed s lsrge court with
one story log znd Irick row housss and "dog trot" houzes
completing tne roctengulzr plot of whitch the major unlt
1s the two story "L" sheped structure. There was up
until & few y2ars azpo enother court to the tsck of the
present court but most of the one story buildings com-
prising this unit have Leen destroyed lerving only two
which &re in use now.

Number of Ctories. "L" gheqed front building t o
stories, remzining buildings iforming courts one story.

Moterizal of Construction. PFoundstion: Brick and stone.

"loors: Random lensth cnd width nine flooring on hanad
hewn zills and Jjoists. Bxterior Yalls: Brick, log end
clapboerd. The brick and logs are usec on the one
story rows end cleépbosrd on tue Geber two story sac-
tion. Roofsg: Hend hede shingles aend gelvenized iron,
the ;elvenlized 1iron hag begen spplied in places vwhere
shingles hed secome obsolete.

Other Existing Records: 5o fer es is unown no drawings
hzve been made or engrsved., YWeltten records ond stories
and rhotograrhs #re in the files of the "Cheattanoogs
Times" dated July Sth, 1334, June 9th, 1935, "Necshville
Tennesseceznt dated June Ith, 183%, "Nashville Banner!
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Tnp is unicue ip
triges the shape of
et meetling places in the

open fTor the gucsts of the Inn whers rellgious services,
nolitical speeches ~n¢ opsn eir zmusemsnis could Le in-
dulged in. This shape sleso formed & natural protection
egeinst the revages of Indlens snc animsls which were
not uncommon &t That time. Tt was in t 1s court that
Bishop Otey snd Fishop Polk ministerec to the Indians
&nd the first Christian Conversion in that district was

made here. It will be noted th

st Eishops Polk znd Otey

neve been re ¢ek;~d to elsewhore in this Survey of Tonn- ;
escee for thelr sctivities in the Notchez Trace Lis- |
trict zouth of, snd in the vicinisy of, Heshville and '
Colunbiz, Tennessee.

As Brerchebe Inn #frew, for 1% wee not 211 built 2t znee,
the methods of construction cen be followad inesmuch as

-
i

the first bulldings built were
story M"dog trot" typs. The nex
thereafter s tuilt with hand
sne last developement vwis Lhe
umned building which now
of the group, &nd this

boarc siding.
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Inzseuch s it wos customery in

lorg construction, one.

t group puilt shortly

mEcGe brick, the third

wo story "LU shaped col-
course, the me jor Luiloing
is Du1lt using clap-
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to teke with them theire slaves vhen mocking & journey

to Eeershcbu, TOOnS ¢cla nroviced to ceccomodete these
slsves. This wes done in the following mannsr: Ho

roorn in the two story building cin be ronted singly

25 they sre ¢ll two room suites, tha froat room being

for the 4aster =nd the beck room for hisz gersonal at—
tendsnt. Sometimes it wes customary where the children
were vory small for them to slesn n the zleve'ls roow

in order to be watched during the night by the servent.
Although the luxury of hzving sloves sxists no wmore, the
building has not been changed znd it is still impOSSL—
ble to rent one room in the mzin fection. This plan does
not exist o the soe story row tuildings but the incon-
venience ccuscd ty not havins slavsas! roomes azdjoining
the daster's space zausad the sbove described system

to be empleoyed in the two story rtuilcing.

1&5%** o
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The Old Inn is the center of activity around Leersheba,
but in zdéiticen to the Inn a8 large nwnber of cottages
heve been bullt there for use ocuring the swmmer months
by vrominent citizens of Ch:ttenooga, Neshiville, Knox-
ville and sepohie and othior swnll towns. Host of these
coticmges vere Lullt sbout the seme time thet the Inn
ves tuilt, cemeg of which «ere buillt prior to tue erec-
tion of the inn. Bishops Leonidss Polk end Jemes Her-
vey Jbtey both had cottages bpefore the Inn vwes bullt.
The Eicshop Polk cottzge is now ownad by Judge Howell of
Naoshviile and the Otey cottage iz now ovned by Mr.
Frenk D, Marr of Hashville. The Inn itself occuples
the most impressive view of the group overlooking s
large velley. This site was chosen beczuse of thic view
ancé due to this fsact Colonel Lrmfield was so impressed
that he moved from bouisisnz his sliaves snd sxilled
isbor to build the mein building and rearrange the
group. It is e2id that Colonel Armfield brought the
money ifor this work in the form of sgilvar dollers which
he cerried in kegs from his plantauious in Loui“iana.
It wes here that Ishops Otey snd Polk concelved plans
for the dniversity of the South commonly Xnown as
oexanec, and had 1t not been Tor the uushV1sLe, Chatt-
ancoye and St. Louis Railrozd beginnins ite firest rosd
over the mountalins in 1242 the Universily would have
been built a2t Ieersheba, but incsmuch &5 the road wee
built through on the other side of the mountsin, through
what is now monbe&gle, it wans decided that 1t was too
difficult = Journey for nurpos=s of & school.

ald that in the old aays in ordsr to make Beer-

ssts more comfortasble it wss the hablt of the
drivers to gsound their horns one blest for
raveller when they rezched tie bottom of
up to the Inn, on the arrivel at the top,
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ehout an hour aand ¢ helf latar, wesls vere readl
for the nuagry trevellsrs,
EPeerchebs vos not the ou oy s cearching
Tor nomzsterds, Taszscsholy we aeot t. The ac-
cident wes the discovary by . Beergheba Casin, wife
of John Cein of Medinnviile, of the Chelybesie Springs.
She wrs g0 surs that these Springs vwerse of health :
giving qualities “nc 50 struck by the notural beouly
and Lne surrounding rocw jormstions aan ceves thit
she wrs sble to interest & nunbear of W”OPlQ in build-
ing cebins ov vacatlion use. Frosm thls beginning
Beercnebs Springs grew ropicdly to vhsre 1t vas the
play grounas of soclety, and for tnat utttu. is stili
g retract enjoyed by many of Tenncssee's prominent
familienm,
Since 1357 the only structurcsl chang@° thet have been

de in the KulLﬂlngh that are still stending nheve been

mo clteratilons in tne Kitchon iﬁC‘HCldg chenging the

oor level sng the slicerstion of two of the small
oms in the main uullﬂln; to nrovids community path
there being no pr ?vct@ Tfceilities of =t neture
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A1L In &all Eeershebs is & jueaint, unigue and inter-
estineg groun. It hes 1ivod over g hundred vesrs and

in 211 protavility the sentiment of those vwho coae

beck from yesr to vesr will keep Eearsheba ss 1t 15,
and there is some hope it will be restored :ndé equinped

i
with siodern uonvenxencaa, tut there is no thought of
cranging the sp*fi of thne plece - o .e of suigt se-
cliegion and hezlthful rest.
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Addendun to:

0ld Beersheba Inn (Beersheba Springs Hotel)
Armfield Avenue (near St. Rt. 56)

Beersheba Springs SR
Grundy County SRy
Tennessee o

HABS No. TN-54

PHOTOGRATPHS

. REDUCED COPIES OF MEASURED DRAWINGS

Historic American Buildings Survey:
National Park Service
. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C.



