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THE JULLUS ALBRIGHT HOULL ’ HABS
Glencoe, Ceook County, Iliinois
ILL,
16~GLENC,
1-

Qwner:

Date of Erection: 1865 or 1866.

Architect: Julius aAlbright.

byilder: Julius albright.

Present Uondition: Poor.

§pmber of Stories: otory and a half.

Materials of Construction:

Cobble stone foundaticn, roof covered
with vertical overlapping boarding, or
of long shingles some three feet in
length, nailed with square, wrought iromn
nails, Constructed of local clay and
chopped rye straw trampled by oxen. Now
stuceoed,

Qther Existing Records: rhotographs.

£dditional pata: (See fcollowing vpages)
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' - SOURCE
+ Mr. Jacob In 1865 or 1866 Julius Albright built
. Hohfelder this small one and alf story house of
o ¢lay and chopped straw with the assistance
i of August Hohlfelder. DBoth of these men
[ were of German descent and the first genera-
I tion in this country. Jacob Hohlfelder, the
+ gon of the builder, said that this method

of building was common in the northern part
. of Germany where there was a shortage of
4 : stone and that it was used by those with
¥ highly limited rescurces.

% : Iocal clay and chopped rye straw ware
Ca ' mixed together by oxen trampling over the
T : mizxture. When well mixed it was shovelled
“.' on the cobtle stone foundation and trimmed

down with a sort of wooden trowel made with

& long board and two pegs for handles, After
the walls had been completed and had dried,
the window and door openings were cut and

the sash inserted. The roof hed a moderastely
' steep pitch with wide overhanging eaves,

v which protected the exposed and unfinished
¢lay wall. The interior was, according to
the vague testimony of the same informant,
whitewashed.

>

later changes were madse by successive
owners. it has been impossible to determine

:- the author or date of these changes. A new
roof replaced the older roof and since the
. walls were given a coat of stucco, the eaves
were trimmed down. At present the roof is
BEdvard end covered with modern shingles. Originally
é Jacob it was covered with vertical overlapping
R Hohlfelder boarding, or of long shingles some three feet

in length, which had been neiled with the
familiar square, wrought iron nails.
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Mr. Albright built another such house in

‘Glencoe which was torn down some fen yoars ago

and there was another house of olmilar construc-

.:tion at D@erfield.

The following men have owned this housel
Julius Albright, the builder: John Stipe: Pagel;
Chas., Hohlfelder; K.R.Clavey; Compton, and;

James P. McGregor. At present the house is not
inhabited.

This type of consgtruction, together with
pise de terre, mud and adobe, is as 0ld as the
history of architecture, Its employment here
under these cirumstaneces illustrates two factors
that have always influenced architectural practice.
First, reduced circumstances tend to bring about
the simpler and more rudimentary forms of build-
ing, and second; building on the frontier shows
a tendency to revert to the more primitive types
of canstruction, & factcr which is always asso-
cisted with the frontier. Analagous exemples
are to be found in the cavesb“&n river banks buili-
by the Swedes in New Delaware in 1638, the huts
of withes and daubed cley built by the pioneers
in New England; the first chureh built by John
Smith; to ssy nothing of the sod houses of Neb-
Tasks and this c¢ley and straw house of Glencoe.
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