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Covered Wooden Bridge, near Homer, Illinecis

C,H& f G RpaG Ce..

by Edger E. Lundeen, Bloomington, Ill. May 1934

roads of the county.

such were not of human origin. Before even the Indians

.f’

"In no one thing have been more noteworthy the changes
which work the transition from the condition of savsgery

which covered the whole county 80 years since, than in the .

The eerliest comers found pathsend traces leading
ecross the country which in a messure aided them in finding

the shortest cuts from timber grove to timber grove, but

came to hunt the wild snimels, these animals in search of

water or pasturage, mede their treoes or paths, always
choosing the best lines of travel.

The earliest comers in this country found alreedy made,
e road before them much travelled by wagons and teams which
led from the east, entering the county near where.the east~
ern line orosses the main bdranch of the Salt Fork, abbut
two miles north east of the willege of Homer, from which
place it meandered to the northwest....eoess.

At the crossing of the Salt.Fork on this road was er-

ected sbout 1836, the first dbridge which spanned one of the

streams of the county., It was afterward carried away by the

high water of the creek.”
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The seoond bridge, the subject of this historical sketch,

was a ocovered wooden structure and wes apparently oonstructed

on this ssme treail and in the same location. It was of long

spen and of the cross braced truss construotion with heavy

timbers. In recent years it was re-inforeced with iron rods

and beams.

Having been selected as & fitting subject to be record=-

ed under the Historic Americen Buildings Survey, & squad of
architects and draftsmen were dispatched on March 10, 1934 to

gather the necessary date. On the evening of April 5, the

bridge ocollapsed and fell into the river.

it would seem justly fitting end proper to quote here~
with from a letter received from Mr. Ralph Varney who was in
charge of the measuring: |

"I am enclosing a newspaper clipping telling of the
end of the ocovered bridge near Homer, less than a month after
we measured it. It makes my hair stand on end when I think
of how we galloped eoross thaet bridge, stamping vigorously to
keep warm, and whet might have happened as a result of that
vibration. It hed quite & snow loed at that time too. It
mst heve come very close to being our "Bridge of San Luis
Rey".

It is not true that the bridge segged. It was perfect-
ly straight when we measured it, and looked sound. There

= . SR were no badly rotted timbers. I went over to examine it today,
| : S
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end took a pieture of it as it is now, all in a heap in the
river bed. I thought at first it might hav§ been caused by
settlement of the plers due to the thew, but they etend just

as they were. .Even now the breeke in the timbers look clean
fibred. I believe it is a good exmmple of the "fatipgue of
materials®, It wae built mostly of poplar, which is not a
véry tough materiel, and I think it just got tired after stand-
ind £here for close to d eontury, and just erumpled up. No
doubt it thought thet after all it had been messured, snd wae
to go down to pogsterity in the archives of Washington, so

1t7s life's work was done."

Later investigation ehowed that one of the mein support-

ing members which rested upon the etone pier and was buried
under earth, had rotted considerably. This member géve way
oausing the complete collapee of the bridge.:
- Reference: Historical Eneyclopedia of Illinois
and History of Chempaign County
Veols. 11 - pp. 660 = 662

Letter of ¥Mr. Relph Verney to E. E.
Lundeen, dated 4/8/34
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