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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY EABS No. ILL-1026

MEYER BUILDING HABS
ILL,
. 16-CHIG,
Address: 301-11 West Vsn Buren Street, Bouthwsst corner <28-

of Franklin and Van Buren Streets, Chicago,
Cook County, Illinois.

Present Owner: Continental Assurance Company.

Present Use: Wholesale store, occupied by various tenants
Statement of Designed by Adler and Sulliven, the bullding
Sienificance: is distinguished by its broad horizontal windows

end relatively ornsment-free surfaces, expressive
of its structure. In February, 1960, the building
was (esignated a Chicago Architectural Landmark
by the Commission on Chicago Architectural
Landmarks.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. FPhysical History

1. Originsl end subsequent owners: Legal description
of the property: Lots 75=80 in Subdivision of
Block 90 in School Section Addition to Chicago,
Section 16-39-1h.

The following is an abstract of the chain of title
contained in Book 466 A, pp. T1-72, in the Cook County
Recorder's Office.

_The property was first recorded as belonging to Master
ILucius J. Cobb, who trensferred it on November 26, 1872
to George E. Brown (Document 70332). The Meyer Building
was bullt for the estate of Max A. Meyer, whose name -
first sppears in his inventory which was recorded on
July 1, 1890 (Document 62P/590). The property remained
in the Meyer family through many years. The last entry
recorded in the chailn of title on November 20, 1959,
nemes the Continental Assumnce Cbmpany a8 ovner
(Document 17721456).

2. Date of erection: 1893.

-~ 3. Architects: Dankmar Adler and Louls Sullivan.
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4, Original plans, construction, ete,: The building is
seven stories high with a single basement on spread
foundations /Randall, p. 136/. It has a steel frame,
brick walls, and practically none of the ornament usual-
1y typical of Sullivan's buildings /Morrison, p. 16€/.
Total cost, $205,825,61. The following information is
extracted from the Adler and Sullivan manuscript chart
showing cost of buildings of the firmm 1879-1895, Burn-
ham Library in the Art Institute of Chicage.

MEYTR BUILDING - 18

Cubic Contents 2,088,000
l. Poundations ( )
2, Masonry ( 0510 )
3. Garpentry ( )
4, Structural Iron Q162
5. Terra Cotta 0030
6. Cut Stone 0004
7. Plastering o3
8, Sheet Metal 0012
9, Plumbing, Gas and Sewers 0030
10, Boilers and Tanks ( )
11. Heating Apm ratus ( )
12, Ventilating Apparatus ( 0095 )
13. Pipe Covering ( )
4. Elevators ( )
15. Puups ( 0027 )
16. Ingines ( )
17. Dynamos - )
18, Flectric Wiring ( 0080 )
19, Painting 0023
20, Plain Glass 0023
Entire Building | .098
TOTAL COST 2@.822361

[Penciled below/ 100
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" 5. Alterations and additions: The curvilinear cornice

was replaced by a brick and tile parapet (date unknown).
The main entrance was originally located at the north-
esst corner of the bullding. It has been moved to the 1
north side of the building, 307 West Van Buren Street.
/Richard Nickel, HABS Iuventory Form, 1960/.
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Prepared by Osmund L. Overby, Supervisory
Architect
Laxrry J. Homalksa, Historisn -
Natlonal Park Service '
August; 1963
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‘MEYER BUILDING
HABS No. Ill-1026
(rege )

A,

2.

B.

T

General S't;a.temnt

L.

‘Architectural interest and merit.' Des:l.@md by

Adler and Sullivan, the Meyer Building is distine - . b
guished by its broad, horizontal windows and sim;ple ;- o
vall tregtment pearly devoid of ornament.

Condition of fsbric: Good.

Deseription of Exterior

L.

2.

3.

ki,
S...

. court walls are buttressed wit.h T=flange: 3.1'0:1 columns s
“owith open webs. ‘ . _'

Structu:ra.l system, framing.‘,_ Semi-mill constructian, :

' Openings :

a. Doorweys. and doors- Claa».ie;;a:!.c:.sz.]~ glazed eeramic;”

b, Windows: simPle masonTy openings with large o

- Mumber of stories: Seven stories plus one basement.

Overwall dimensions: 120! (six-bsy front) x 1681,

- Layout-<shape : Recﬁhngh.lar wi‘bh courtysrd.

Foundations. Rubble s‘bone.

Wall construction, finish end colors Brick walls

‘with empbasis on the horizontal., Pan colored face :
“brick is laid in running bend. There is terra cotba -
. trim in parrow bands or. string courses &t window heai

andssill helghts. There 1s also an enviched cla.ss:l.calr :
cornice between first: and second floors. The brick.

with capt=iron columns on. first and second floors

‘and timber coltmms on uppeér floors.  Timber girders
“end joists. Interior bay spscing: 17'-6"" ®QY.
' Upper flobx_- live load is 60 pounds per squere foq'b.'

doorway abt center ‘of north side has en. arched. .

opening, enframed by fluted, csbled pilasters
- with eunriched Doric capitals and entabla.ture.‘; S

Door ig la’ter. R A S

windows on. the g:t'ound floor.
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There are paired windows on the second

through the sixth floor which are sepsrated

by round, cast-iron colonettes with broad

flat capitals. Above the ground floor, wine
dows are double hung, with single light

sash, There is a contimous band of windows
on the top floor, Window frames are of wood.
Court windows have iron shutters. '

8. Roof:
&, Shape: Flat,
b, Cornice: Removed at an unknown date,
C. Description of Interior

1. Floor plens: Typioal loft building with epen
interiors, '

2, Stairways: Two passenger _elentbr#, two freight
elevators and two simple wood stairways.

3., Flooring: Maple finish flooring over wood, plank
sub={leoring. '

D, BSite and Surroundings: The bullding is at the south-
west corner of Franklin and Van Buren Streets, with the
main entrance faoing north., This is in the mercantile

district of the Sowntown Chioago area. '

Prepared by Qsmund Ovsrby, Supervisory
Architect
National Park Service
August, 1963



