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Airst floor plan.
- sseond floor plan snd third floor plan.
Bool plan.

Horth selevalion, plan of north garden, deteil of caat iron urns.

west elevation. _ o

iwouth elevation, details of cornmice, terrace olan at south entrancs.

Longitudinel sectlion. _

Front elevation and plan north portico, belustrade cornlics and
capital details,

Llevation and plen of mistrans room. ,

#levation plan gnd details of porie cochers. '

Interior slevation towsrd dining room, details of wall friese,
ornament on archilzaves snd columh capltal.

interior elsvation, stair hell, delails of stalruay.

REeflected plun of eelling, detall of rossties and besms.

Elevations and details of ballroom.

ilevations and detslls of dining room.

klevations and details of library.

Pull elze detells of plaster frieses.

Flevaticns and detslils of masters bLedroom.

Elswations and detallz of wisiress room.

Blevationz of firsplaces.

Exterior music pavillion.

tlevations and pleng of slave houss, gate house and meln entrsnce
gateways.

Letalls of plaatey work celllngs and cornleg.

fetails of plaster work ceilings end c¢ornles.
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- Built in 1842.
'Am%hitect.' General Nathan Bryan Whitfield.

General Nathan Bryan Whitfield designed and built
this home in 1843.

Mrs. Gharles W, Bustan (Edith Whitfield), daughter
of General Whitfield, bought the place in 1896,

Miss Bessle Dustan of Lakewood, N. Y., owned this
home until recently.

Mr. Clarence Kirven, New Bern, N. C., NOW OWNDES
the place,

. Present Ocoupantsi

Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs, W. M. Spencer.

Tocation:

General Nathan Bryan Whitfield bought the site of
the old Indian Trading Post from George S. Galnes,
the United States Indian Agent to the Choctaws.
Today, the home is just beyond the City limits of
the historic €ity of Demopolis.

General Whitfield called his home "Gaineswood"
in honor of George S. Gaines, the Indian Agent.

General Nathan Bryan whitfield:

Came to Demopolis with his wife in 1818, Hs was
‘a man of cultured tastes. He was his own archi-
tect and took great delight in seeing his plans
and designs carried out by his own workmen.

General Leonidas Polk:

This home was the headquarters, at the close of
Civil war, for Gemeral Leonidas Polk, when his
staff was the guest of General Nathan B. Whitfield,
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General Leonidas Polk was a bishop in the Protest-
ant Episcopal Church, and was a General-Bishop
during the War., He was in Demopolis in 1863,

Pushmataha Qak:

One of thd4 five large ok trees, under whieh,: 1t is
said, Pushmetaha,the great Indian chief” of the
Choctaws, camped while trading with the whites, is.
s8till standing. It grows near the entrance to the
house to the right of the ports cochere, ng senti—
nel guarding the house. .

Demopolis:

" The little eity, the home cf this besutiful old
building, was founded by a little band of Frenech
aristoerats, exiled from the courts of France at
the downfall of NHapoleon Bonaparte's regime.-

They came up the Tombighes River from Mobile,
penetrated the virgin forests and founded Hhe
Gity—£ Demopolis (The City of the Peoplej}. Herse
they attemptsed to raise olives and grapes, but
not being skilled in labor, they did not sucaeed
very well, : C

After the "restoration of the aristocrates“, mcst |
of these went back to their nativa land., :

Source of Waterial:

0ld Residents of Demopolis,

George Petrie, Hlstory of Alabama, Band MoNally Ca.,

Chicago, 1926.
’ W/f%i; He Z
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ARGHITEcm} m:EjB_IT AND DATA:

.~ This: hcme is one of the most distlnguisnea residences
in Alsbams and in the South as e whole, not so much
- on mgcount of its exierior, but mainly on account of: .
'1rg‘very interesting interior. . The exterior suggests
' lign ¥illa architecture, with & strong leaning to =~
the Adems . style, rather than the pure Greek Revival
use of contemporary times. No doubt, when landseape
gardens supported this ambitious hqme, the effect was:
much greater than it is at the present time. 4n in-
tereating reminder of the extensive formal gerden,
which the house had, is that of & small stone band=- -
astand stillin. ax1stence today. Also;, a gate Llodge
stands same distance fram the residence pProper.

.. The 1nterior, ‘as a whole, has. exquislﬁe use of Greek ,
. motives after the Adems manner. The ball room is per=i:.
“hapa the mogt interésting of the ‘rooms, employing ex-
tensive ornemental plaster and.mlrrors. The dining - -
room and parlor &re rendered’ unique by the pblycrome
use of plaster motives and the employment of ddmicsl+v
ceiling ireatment. The treatment of the bay in the
mistress® roam is also of very interesting chargcter.
The firepl&ces and the two steirs are uniform# ¥ not
treated in the same spirit as the balance of the in-
terior.

Source of Material:

E. Walter Burkhardt, District Administrator, HABS,
Alabama Polytechnic Institute, aAuburni Alabema.

;; . Sforcewned 736 ¥.C F.
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NGAINESWOOD, THE WEITFIELD HOME °
Pemopolis, Marenge County, 4labama.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)s

Reference to "Gaineswood" in Howard Ma jor'ts
DOmestlc Archltecture of the Early American Republlc, e 91

", ..Gainswood at Dem0polis, Alabama, built

by General G. B. Whitfield. The composition, a
main body with subsidiary wings and porches,

was carefully studied, and the result is success-
ful and interesting from all four sides. The
plan also deviated from the accepted type by em-
ploying a mezzanine floor. Undoubtedly we can
account for this departure ss due te the efforts

" of one of a party of educated Frenchmen, exiled
from the Court of Napoleon, who sought refuge

on our shores."
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