
Library of Congress

[Louis Fabrizio] http://www.loc.gov/resource/wpalh3.38050509

[Louis Fabrizio]
1

Vermont

Mary Tomasi

63 Barre Street

Montpelier, Vt.

January The Granite Worker Form A Circumstances of Interview

Date of Interview — January 7,10

Place of Interview — Informant's store, Main Street, Montpelier

Name — Louis Fabrizio

Description of place— A small fruit and grocery store, with a soda fountain at the left.

Much of the business is in imported Italian groceries. The informant works in a granite

shed, and helps in the store evenings. The family living-quarters are directly over the store.

1 Vermont

Mary Tomasi The Granite Worker Form B Personal History of Informant

1. Italian

2. Born in Santonato, Provincia di Frosenone, Italy, 1895.

3. Educated in the graded school at Santonato. Worked in the native soft stone used in

that locality for building purposes.
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Came to the United States in 1913.

He is married, has one son in high school, and a step-son in dental school.

4. Interests: hunting and fishing.

5. The informant is of medium height, stocky and muscular, with thick, light brown hair

hinting at grey. His ruddy cheeks, clear brown eyes, hearty and almost boisterous manner

suggest health and well-being.

1

Mass. 1938-9

Vermont

Mary Tomasi The Granite Worker Form C [Recreation?] Text of Interview

The informant was sitting behind a counter in the rear of the store, whistling cheerfully as

he oiled and polished a shotgun.

Q. You're getting ready to go hunting?

A. Yes, tomorrow or the next day I will go. I don't work right now, you know. It is the slack

time in the sheds, so I say to myself: you might jus' well have a good time, go in the woods

an' hunt.

Q. Your work in the sheds is so hard that I should think you'd want to sit back and rest,

when you can.

A. Sure it is hard, but not too hard. Do you think I rest when I finish the day work in the

shed? O no! I come home, I wash up, I eat an' drink, maybe I lay down for one, two hour,
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then mostly I come down here an' help my wife in the store 'till almos' 'leven o'clock. This

work in the store, almos' I call it play.

Q. Do you have your supper as soon as you get home?

A. Well, almos' so [soon?]. We have no one else to work in the store. Sometime, the

younger boy help, but now mos' the time he is practice basketball after school. He is crazy

about the school sport. So when I get through work, I wash up an' change the clothes,

then I come down here to work in the store while my wife she is get' the supper ready.

Q. How does she manage to do the noon-day cooking if there is no one here to tend

store? 2 A. Well, you see this partition back here? Back of this we have a stove, a sink, an'

a table. She come in here an' cook an' eat between customers. Sometime, if we are in a

hurry, we have the supper here, too. When I go hunting for a day or two, she an' the boy,

they have all their meal down here.

Q. Do you hunt often?

A. So much as I can, an' fish, too. Two year ago I build me a camp at Caspian Lake. In the

summer I go out there every Sunday. An' that is when I feel real good,- when I am out in

the woods or near the water......

Q. There are quite a few Italians who own camps at Caspian Lake; aren't there?

A. Yes. An' there are lots have camps at Berlin Pond an' [Groton?] Pond. The I.P.C.

(Italian Pleasure Club) from Barre has one fine, big camp at Groton Pond. Out in the front

on the lawn there is a big iron pot 'bout a foot an' a half deep, where they can make a

great big polenta. You light a fire under it an' then you take turn with the others to stir it.

Only it is hard work because the polenta it get thick quick. Anyone who belong to the Club

can go there, an' sometime you can invite a special friend.
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The different stone sheds have their outings in the summer, too. Sometime at Berlin Pond,

at Groton or some other good place. They have plenty to eat an' drink, an' afterward, the

younger fellows they have a game of baseball, or they play horseshoe an' different game.

3 Q. Don't they have Italian picnics, too, that aren't connected with the sheds?

A. O Yes, quite a few of them. An' everybody have a good time, too. Mostly they have

them out in the country, but where there is a hall so they can dance. Mostly, the whole

family go, an' any one else too. You can take your own food, or else they sell sandwich' an'

drinks, but you do not eat so good like at the private parties.

Q. You're doing a good polishing job on that gun. What are you going to hunt for

tomorrow?

A. This time of year? Rabbit, of course. Rabbit an' polenta  is pretty good, you know.

Q. Yes. I've had some and I like it. Does your wife soak the meat in salted water overnight

before she cooks it?

A. Sometime. Me, I like it better to soak it in a little [soar?] wine. It take away the [wil'?]

taste just as much, an' it make it taste better.

Q. Hunting and fishing seem to be popular with the Italians-

A. Yes. They are use' to it in the ol' country. Lots of the men who come over here are from

small villages in the country, they are use' to hunt an' fish ever since they are kids. If you

notice the Italian families in Barre and Montpelier, you will see that the ones who have a

dog, have some kind of a hunt' dog. Mine, now mine is a Blue Tick for rabbit an' fox. I have

her now for a good many year[.?]

4
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Lots of them have the bird dog. One fellow, a friend of mine in Barre where we play Bocci,

he own one of the [bes'?] bird dog I have ever see. An' you should see the care he give

that dog, jus' like he is one of the kids, one of the family. But you can't blame him, all the

bird that dog get for him.......

Q. That game Bocci is quite popular with Italians, I hear.

A. Yes, 'specially with the older fellows who do not like to go too far away from the home

for their fun. They are two, I think, who have Bocci places in Montpelier; one is at the

Pastime Club, the other, it belong to a private home. In Barre they are maybe half a dozen

or more. It is a good game, good exercise for the muscle, an' good train' for the eye.

Q. They don't play it in winter?

A. Well, no. It is really a summer game. They paly play it outside, in front or in back of the

house.

Q. What is this other game they play -like this- with their hands?

A. Oh, [La?] Mora? [Yah?], there is a good game! You can play it anytime, anywhere, an'

you do not have to have cards or nothing[,?] except your hands. Sometime, after work, you

* Bocci - an Italian outdoor game usually played in an alley of firmly pressed earth or

granite dust. A wooden ball, about the size of a tennis ball, is rolled down the alley. The

object of the game is to see how close to this ball the contestants can roll larger, wooden

balls. 5 hear them say, one friend to the other, “Come on, I will play you La Mora* to

see who will pay for a glass." In the ol' country it is a favorite game with the men. Ha, I

remember many time that game get us in trouble with the priest, an' over there when we

are in trouble with the priest, our family hear about it an' then we are in trouble at home,

too. It is like this: in our village we have a church but there is not a Mass every Sunday,

the priest come up only on special days and Festas, so every Sunday we go to the next
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town to hear the Mass. We have to walk. An' when we get there we are tired an' dusty, if it

is summer. An' we are tired an' cold, if it is winter. So to rest an' fresh up after the walk, the

man always stop a few minute in the little restaurant, "osteria" we call it. Well, right off, we

play La Mora to see who will pay for the wine. An' it is natural that after you drink once, the

one who does not have to pay will say, "Well, let us play again, let us drink again." An' so

it goes, we are there drinking an' drinking, an' when we go to church, the Mass it is nearly

finish'. I can remember more than a dozen time the priest he speak about our drink an'

come in late. Right from the pulpit. An' he try to scare us an' say he will yell our name right

out in the church. He never

* La Mora - the contestants raise their closed hands and then simultaneously lay down

whatever number of fingers or one hand they wish, at the same time calling out loudly

their guesses at the total number laid down. 6 do that, but he make sure that the father an'

mother hear about it, an' then there is plenty of trouble at home.......


