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FORM A Circumstances of Interview

STATE New York
NAME OF WORKER Vivian Morris
ADDRESS 225 West 130th St.

DATE May 24, 1939

SUBJECT Workers Alliance Meeting Local #30 306 Lenox Ave.

1. Date and time of interview

2. Place of interview

3. Name and address of informant

4. Name and address of person, if any, who put you in touch with informant.

5. Name and address of person, if any, accompanying you
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6. Description of room, house, surroundings, etc.
FOLKLORE
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NEW YORK

FORM C Text of Interview (Unedited)

STATE New York

NAME OF WORKER Vivian Morris

ADDRESS 225 West 130th St.

DATE May 24, 1939

SUBJECT Workers Alliance meeting Local #30 306 Lenox Ave.

Let's git set, brothers n' sisters; we's got plenny a [bbusiness?] thave done. Time's gittin'
late. If om chairman om eallin' the meetin' t'order. Take you seats now please. At's it.
Brother Finance, you got yo' records awready, | hope? An you too, Brother Membership?
—- Let's git settled —- 'at's it.——O.K. brothers an’ sisters. | calls this meetin' in full
session.—-First | suggests we stan' up. Stan' up, please. Let's give a prayer on nis

importan’ occasion, for on nis occasion we needs a bit a prayer t'help us along.

O'Lawd, we is here gathered to say a prayer unto Yo' fo' help an inspiration. We ast

Yo' to listen t' us an' help us what we gonna do. We needs Yo' help, Lawd, an' ‘at's why
we startin' nis meetin' with Yo' name, an' offerin’ to Yo' our hearts an our hopes. We is
gathered here, all aus, black an' white folks, in nis here organization because we is gonna
do sump'n to git ourselves an' our chil'ren food an' cloes an' decent lodgin'. We's all a us

[Workers Alliance] http://www.loc.gov/resource/wpalh2.22042403



Library of Congress

poor folks, Laud; we ain' neva had much an' now this here relief don' give us much. We
all wants T'live like human men an' [?] women, an' wants our chil'ren t'be fed an clothed.
—-We been askin' an' 3 askin' at the relief station' —- t'git some of us onta relief that

ain' as yit, but it's hard t'git on. Some a us 'at's on is bein' out off an' ‘at works hardships
on us an' on our chil'ren.—-We's goin' t'decide at this meetin' whut's gonna be done an’
whuteva we decides we know we's in the right fo' we fightin' hard fo' our rights.—Some
a us is black an' some a us is white. An' why are we here t'gether? Because we's all folks
in a same boat. We's got wives an' kids an' we unastan' ‘at hunger ain' yit showed no
favorites between the white an' black skins. We knows Yo' hol' Yo' chil'ren in a same
regard, O'Lawd, no matter whut culla they be. We ain' used t'be gathered here like this
before, fer we wuz separated before—-the whites fum the blacks an' we didn't have no
respeck fo' each other. It's diff'rent now. This here's a united front because we's all sufferin
alike. I knows Yo' makes no distinction, fo' it ain’ right an' it ain" human. An' we in nis
organization knows that if we black people wuz t'go alone they won't be much use, same
as with the whites. They ain' no discrimination in Yo' eyes, Lawd, an' they ain' none in nis
here organization.——We's askin Yo' fer Yo' blessin's, Lawd, an' t’keep us t' gether an’
t'help us win in nis fight agens discrimination an' agens our misery. We thanks Yo', Lawd,
an we gives Yo' our hearts an our hopes, Amen.

Awright, brothers an' sisters, let's git started.
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