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INTERVIhW 

FRAmES BATSON 

1213 Scove 1 st. 

Nashville, Tennessee 

... 

• f:· 

ttl dunno jes how ole I ez. I Wuz baw'n 'yer in Nashville, 

durin' slabery. I must be way pas' 90 fer I member de yankee 

soldiers well .. ,De chilluns called dam de 'blue mans .1, .. Mah 

white folks wuz named Crockett. Dr. Crockett wuz our marster 
-

but I donlt member 'im mahee'f. He d'ed,w1en I wuz small. Mah 

marster wuz mean ter mah mammyw'en her oler chllluns would run 

• way • Mah oler br' er went ter war wid mah mars'Ler. Mah younger 

br'er run 'way, dey caught lim, tuk lim home en whupld 11:0;.. He 

run 'way en wuz nebber found.u 

"We wuzn' tsold but mah mammy went 'way, en lefl me en I 
- -

got- ~p onemawnin'went tel' lIlah mammy's room, she wUz gon'. 

I cried en cried fer her.- Mah-Mlssis wouldn't let me otitatde 

house, fer fear "r'd try tel' find her. Atter freedummah brIer en 

a-Yanke& soldier kUl'll in a waggin en git us. Mah white folks sed, 

I doti l see why you eZ takin' dez chillun-s. Mah b-rudder said, 

'We ez free now.1 I member one whuplln mah missls gib me. Me 

en ,herdaugh .... e~ s'lipped .• way ter de river tel' fish. We kotch a 

fish eri, .ah mlss1s had hit cooked fer usbu:b whup1 d us fer goinl 

ter dj river.ft 

rWhar de Buena. Vi staschul ez hit useter be a yankee s'o1diers 

Barr~ek.' Ebel'lUawnln' d.£Jy ha'dder music. We cb1l1uns would go on 
, 
I 

~e -hill, (whllr the bag mil!' ez now) en listen tel' dam. I member 
. 'I.· . 

.. ".'1 .;:' .... '. '. . ::" ". . . 

a'b]jl.Ck ~8S .de solille;:as had ··datefyou. called 11m JefrDavis 

~hjij;B,tJ~:: ~n )Q~.. . .......... " , . , " 

1 
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111 mamberde ole'well on Cedar street, neah de capitol, 

en six mules fell in hit. Dat wuz back WI en b lackberrie s wuZ 

growinl on de capitol Hill. En Morgan Park wuz called da 

pleasure gyarden. En hit wuZ full ob Yankee soldiers. Attar de 

war dere wuz so manY German peaple ober 'yer, dat flli~ Jefferson 

street, ter C lay street, wuz called Dutch town. 11 

til wuznl t bawn w' en de staIrs fell. Vie didn't git nothin' 

wlen we WUZ freed. Dunno much 'bout d'e Klu Klux Klan." 

IIMah mammy useter tell me how de white folks Would hire de 

slaves out ter mek money fer de marster en she tole me sum ob de 

m9.rsters would hide dare slavester keep de yankees fum gittinl 

dem." 

til d-on' b'leeve in white en black mal lages. Mah sistah 

matied a lite man. I wouldinl marry one af hit would turn me ter 

gold. Dunno nothinl. 'bout votint, allus·tho't dat WUZ fer de men." 

Itr c.a~tt think ob any tales er nuthin 'bout ghosl. fCapt ODe 

Ibout e.. marster tyinl a nigger ter a fence en wuz beatln' '1m. A 

yankee kum 'long made 'im untie de nigger en den de nigger beat 

de white man.u 

"Dis young peeples eZ tough. I think half ob dem'll be hunS, 

de way dey throw rocks at ole peeples. Dat's why I's crippled now, 

a white boy hit me wid a rock. I b'long ter de Methodist Chuch oll 

"Since freedum I' se hired out, washed en cooked fer diff' ent 

peeple. De only song I member: I Hark Fum de Grourtl dis Mournful 

Sound .'r" 
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INTERVIEW 

JULIA CASEY 

811 9th Avenue, So. 

Nashville, Tennessee 

I wuz bawn in Vie st 'l'enne s see en wuz six y tars ole WI en 

war broke out. 

Mah Missa.s wuz Miss Jennie McCullough en she ma'ried 

Eldridge casey. Mah Mi ssis' s mammy wuz a widder en she gib 

me, mah mammy, mah sistah Violet, mall two br I ers Anclrew en 

Alfred ter Miss Jennie fer a wed 'un gif l • Missis .Tennie 

en Marster Eldridge brung us ter Nashville 'fore de war sta'ted. 

Mati lVIissis wuZ good ter us. I'se bin wtll tuk keer ob, 

plenty ter eat en warm clothes ter WI ar. Hight now I I se got on 

long underw'ar en mah chemise. 

Mah mammy- d'l ed fust yl ar ob freedum. Dey tuk her tway in 

a two-hoss waggin, Ibout four- 0' c lock one evenin'. Dere wuz no 

hurses er caskets den. Wlen mah mammy d t eel, I still stayed wid 

Missis Jennie. S~e raised me. Datls why folks say lise so 

peculiar. De Yankee soldiers tuk mah sistah en two briers 'way 

durin' de war. I ez de mammy ob seven chilluns. All dIed now 

but one. 

Mah white folks didnlt send me ter sC4ul but I'se llarned 

a few things ob how ter· act. ])onl t ax me 'bout der young peeple. 

Dey ez past me. No manners 'tall. 

In slavery days you didntt hab ter worry 'bout yo clothes 
----~-.-

en rations but dese dara you hab ter worry 'bout eve'ythlng. 
1 , 

I I long~ tar de B'aptist Chuch. Ueeter go ter camp-meetin's 

en hab a big time wid good things ter eat. Didn1 t go tar de 

3 



baptizinl much. Dey would leave de chuch singinl en shoutint. 

Dere ez t:b...ree days in September dat \ve hab dinnah on de groun t 

en all Baptist git tergedder • 'He calls hit de I sociation. 

I' se neber vote9- cose dat ez de man l s job. Mall frens hab 

r:~' 2 4 
~.' 

nebber had political jobs. Donlt b'leeve in matrige ob white en 

black en hit shouldn't be 'lowed. 

Since freedum mah main job wuz cookint but I I se done wa..shinl 

en ironin'. Atter mah health started failing,_I done a lot ob 

nusin' • 

I'se aint abul ter wuk fur de las' five y' ars en de white 

folks hab helped me. De relief gibes me groc'eys, coal en pays 

mah rent. I hope ter gi t ae ole age pension soon. Mah ole 

favo'ite song ez "Mazing Grace, How Sweet hit Sounds." 
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INTERVIEW 

CECELIA CHAPPEL 

705 Allison Street 

Nashville, Tenn. 

"lise bawn in Marshall Cou..'1ty, Tennessee. I'm de 

olest ob ten chilluns en I I se 102 ya Irs ole. I feels lak 

I'se bin Iyer'longer dan date Mah mammy wuz brought tel' 

Nashville en sold ter sum peeple dat tuck her ter Mississippi 

tel' live. tI 

"Mah Marster en Missus wuz named Bob en Nancy Lat'd. 

Eve:'Y slave had tel' say Missus en Marster en also tel' de 

white babies. I still says hit., en ef I kum tel' yo dOll', I 

nebber kuma in I till you ax me. Lots ob mah folks seze ter 

ms_dat I ez too ole fashion en I sezel don' keer I wuz raised 

wid manners en too ole tel' change. II 

. "Our Marster gib us good food en clothes. I wuz 

Ifarnthow tel' _nit, weav, sew en spin. On rainy days we wuz 

Sib a certain 'mount ob weavin' tel' do en had ter git hit 

don'. I dunno how tel' read er rite. De white folks didn f 

Ilow us tel' Itarn nuthin'. I declar' you bettuh not git 

kotch wid a papah in you han'. Ef I had half a cbance lak 

you chilluns hab, If d go tel' bed wid mah books." 

flOur Marster 'lowed us tel' go ter chuch~ I went 

barf"foot en had a rag tied fraUD mah haid en rnah dresskwn 

up ter mah t Ilees. Dat preacher -man would gi t up dere en 



Interview, Cecelia Cha.ppel - continued. 

te1l us "Now you m~nl yo Marster en Missis en donI steal 

fum dem." I stayed wid mah Missis fer a . long tj.me atter 

I got freedum en I cltied lak a fool w1en I bad ter leave 

dem. Mah Missi$, seze "You ez jes as frea as I ez," but I 

allus had good clothes en good food en I didn I know how 

lId git dam atter lIef' her. n 

"Mah white folks wuz tight on us but, as ole as I 
, 

I offun think dat dey nebber hit a lick da t I didn' need. 

ez, 

Ef'n day hadn l raised me right, I might hab :got in meaness 

en bin locked up half de time, but I ain It nebber bin I res t-

ed, en I'sa 'ferd ob de policemans. Da fiel' slaves wuz 

whup1d ,in de fiel's by de obersear en de.1v1arster en Missis 

did hit at de house. 1t 

ttl tall you we had a hahd time. Mah Missis woulden' 

let dam sell me. I wuz a nuss en house gal. I wuz wh~p'd 

wid a bull whup, en got cuts on mah back menny a time. lIse 

not shamed ter .say I got skyarson mah back now fum lvlarster 

cuttinl hit wid dat bull whup. Mah Missis also whupld me. 

W1an de Missis got ready ter whup me, sha would gib us sum 

wuk ter do ,so she would kind ob git ober her mad spell 'fore 

she whup' d us. Sum times she would lock us up in a dark 

closet en bring our food ter us. I hated bein l locked up. 

Atter dey tuk me out ob de house, I wuked in de fial l lak 

de urthurs. Long t fore day break, we wuz standin I in de 

tialls leanlnt on our hoes waltinl fer daylite en waitinl 

tarde h~n ter blow so we would start ter wuk. Etln we 

1 

/ 
I 
i , , , 
, 
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Interview, Cecelia Chappel - continued".' 

tI. 7 

wan led tel' go tel' any place we had tel' hab a pass wid our 

Marster I s name on hit en ef you didn' : hab hit, you got tore 

tel' pieces en den you MersteI' tore you up wren you got home. 

"One story mah daddy useter tell us wuz 'bout a slave 

named Pommpy. . He wua al1nis prayin,l f'er::de good Lawd tel' tak 

lim 'way. One nite he wua down on his 'nees prayin r , "Good 

Lawd, kwn en t~k po pommpy out ob his misery." De Marster 

ob Pommpy 1 year' d fm en de iViarster made a leetle noise en 

-
Pommpy Beze, tttho ez dat?" En J.Il:is Marster seze, "Hits de 

n 

. Lawd kumter tek po Pommpy out· ob his misery. It Pommpy crawl 

under de bed en seze, "Pommpy has bin gon I two er three days." 

n'Nurther story: A partridge en a fox 'greed tel' kil' 

a beef._ Dey kilt en skinned hit. H'fo dey divide hit de fox 

said,- ttMahwife seze sen I her sum beef fer soup, tt so he tuck 

apiece ob hit en carried hit down de hill, den kum back en 

said mah wife wants mof beef fer soup. He kepdis up Itil 

all de be.af wuz gon' t cept de libber. De fox kum back en 

de partridge seze now I.ets cook dis libber en both ob us 

eat hit. De partridge cooked de libber, et hits part rite 

quick, en den fell ovuh 1ak hit wuz Sick; de fox got skeered 

en said dat beef ez pizen en he ran down de hill en started 

bI'ingin' de beef back en w I en he brought hit all back, he Ie f' 

en decpart-ridge had all' de beef. It 

tlDonlt member much now 'bout de Klu Klux Klan en 

Jilothin' . 'bout slave 'risings at any place. I don' member 

'bout ae-stalrs fallin l , but I did see de comet, en hit 



Interview, Oecelia Chappel· ~ continued. 

tI. S 

looked'lak a stair wid a lcbng tail; atter freedum, I nebbe1' 

year'd ob no slave gettin' land e1' money en I dunno nothin' 

'bout de slave mart Iyer fer I didn' git ter kum ter town." 

"Since freed, I hab nussed, cooked en don f diff'unt 

things. I wuk'ed fer one family fifteen y1a1's en didn' miss 

a day. I has stayed at dis place fer de las' five y'ars. 

I had a stroke en wuz in de hospit'l a long time. IRa in , git 

out; en 'r oun l Iyer in de house, I has ter walk wid a stick. It 

til ain' nebber voted. One day sum men kum 'yer ter 

talc: me ter vote •. I tole dam w "en I got ready ter ·be a man, 

I would put on overalls. It 

tI I I Sa a member ob de ~iss iona1'Y Baptist Ohuch. I 

ain' bin fer a long time kaze I ain' able tel' go. De ole 
. 

song I. members. ez "Dixie Land,n en "Run NiggeI' Hun, de ~at-

a'rollers Will Glt Yo~." 
.. 

nOh Lawdyl -I think sum ob is young peeple am' no 

count .w'ile sum ob dem' ez _alrigh~.' I think each color should 

ma'ria his own color. Hit makes me mad tel' think 'bout hit. 

Ef de good Lawd had wanted da t, he would hab had us all one 

cO))Ol'.tt 

'flFer' a longtime de relief gib me a quart ob milk a 

day, but nON all I hasez w'at mah slstah HarI'iett gibs me. 

She sin f got much wuk en sum days we don I bab much te:r eat. 

Ef mah Missls wuz livin' I wouldin' go hong~y.ft 

! 
J 

I 



INTERVIEW 

WILEY CHILDRESS 

808 Gay st. 

Nashville, Tennessee 

"I'se 83 Y'ars ole en wuz bawn a slave. Mah mammy 

b'longed ter de Bosley's en mah daddy b'longed ter de Scales-. 

"W'en Miss Jane Boxley ma'ried Marster Jerry Scales, me 

en mah mammy, br't'e!' en sistah wuz g1b tar Miss Jane." 

"Durin' de war mah Missis tuk mah ma.mmy en~us chilluns 

wid her ter de mount'ins 'till de war wuz gon'. Did'nt see 

no soldiers. Don't member now nuthin' 'bout dem Klu Klux 

men en don't member de ole songs er 'bout slaves votin,.n 

"Dunn'o 'bout de young persons, white er black, dey ez 

all so wlld now." 

"Wten we allwuz freed-we had nuthin en no place,ter go, 
-

so dat mah mammy lived wid ou~Miss1s five y'ars longer." 

"De orily story dat I member mah people tole me 'bout wuz 

on Fedd, a slave on de next plantation. He wuz ablgman~n 

t'. 9 

wuz de strongest man neah dat part ob de kuntry. He wouldin t 

'low nobody ter whup lin. De Marster framed 'im by tellin' 'im 

ter bring his saddle hoss en wten he kum wid de hoss several men 

'peahrd en tole Fedd dat dey wuz gonna whup tim. He struek one 

ob de mans so hahd dey had ter hab de, doctuh. De Marster sald 

let '1m 'lone he's too strong ter be whup'd. I'll hab ter shoot 

";lm. One tlme Fedd r'un I way en de white men whar he stopped know'd 

he. wuz a good fighter en made a $250.00 bet dat nobody could lick 

, 1m. A nigger fum d~ iron wuks fought Fedd en Fedd won. De iron 

1I1llt~' nigger wuz k11 t right der~., 



... 

, "'fore Freedum de slaves wuz promused forty acres ob land 
" 

w' en freed but none eber got hit, en I 'year'd ob no one gittinl 

any money. I dunno -nuthin' ob de slave 'risin' s, ghostus er 

dreams, but I member mah folks talkin' 'bout fallin' staIrs en 

a comet but I don' member noW Wi at dey said.1I 

"lise wuk1d at a lot ob diff1ent jobs since mahfreed\ml. 

I wUk1 d at de Maxwell House 15 year~ as store room porter, en 

bl,t wuz de only, ~Ol th-while ~otel 1n Nashville at dat time. 

I wuk1 d fuh de. City fuh menny ylars en den I wuktd fuh Foster 
-

& creighton ttill dey wore me out. I offln think ob deze 

dirf,1 nt 'men dat I wuktd fuh but 'dey eZ all detd. De las1 

job I had wuZ buildin l fiers en odd jobs fuh a lady up de 
-• -i, 

street. 'She .. would gib me food en coal'. She ez de1d now.n 

ttllse not able ter 'wuk now en all!' has eZ a- sma;L-l 
-

groole,. order"dat de"relief: gibs me.. Dei keep· promisin' ter 
-

gib me de Old Age Pens10n en I Wish dey. would hurry hit UP.1t -

,-' -

;", 
, ~ , 
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SUBJECT 

RO]ERT FALLS 
608 South Broadway 
XnQxville,~ennessee 

.... 
, , 

Interviewed by 

Della Yoe. ~'oreman 
Federal Writers' Project I 

. 'Fir st Dist'ric t, W'PA . 
Room .. #: 2I5 Old nACA Building 
State and Commerce Streets, 

.' -KH()xville~ Tenne.ssee 

.. " 
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Robert Falls was born on December 14,I840,1n the rambling one-story 

shack toot accomoda.ted the fifteen slaves of his Old Mal'ster,~e Goforth,on 

a farm in Claiborne County,North Carolina. His tall frame is slightly stooped, 

but he is not subjected to the customary infirmities of the aged, other than 

poor vision and hearing. Fairly comiortabl:e , he is spenciing his declining years 

in contentment, for he is now the first consideration of his daughter,Mrs.Lola 
r I , 

Reed, with whom he lives at 1608 S.Broadway,Knoxville,Tennessee. His cushioned 

rocking chair is the honor seat of the household.His apology for not offering it 

to visitors, is that he is " not so fast on his feet a.s he used to be." 

Despite Uncle Robert's protest that his" mind comes and goes", his 

memory is. keen,and. his sense of humor unimpaired. His l'eDuhiscences of slave days 

are enriched 'by his ability to recreate scenes and in.cidents in few_ words, a,nd by 

his powers of mimicry. "If I had my life to liveover,n-he declares," I would 'die 

fighting rather than be a slave again. I want no nlan' S Joke on my, sp.oulders no 

more. :But in them 'days, us niggers didnt know no better. All we knowed was work, 
~\ 

and hard work. We was learned- to say, 'Yes Sirl' and scrape down and bow, and to 

-do just exactly what we was told to do, make no difference if we wanted to or not. 

Old Marster and Old Mistress would. say,"Do thisl" and we don>-lt . .And they say, 

I Come bertH' and if we didnt come to th.em, they come to us. And they brought the 

bunch of switches with them." 

" They didnt half feed us' either. They fed the animals better.They 

gives the mles,ruffage and such, to chaw on all night.But they didnt gi"\le us 

netb.1n.g to cha1f on. Learned us to steal, thattswhat theydone.'W.b.-q we would 

. , , 

it. :ao.t it was easier to stand, 

:12 
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If Now 7:TJY father. he was a fighter. He was lIlean EtS a bear. He was so 

bad to fight and so troubles0D,19 he wa.s sold four times to my knowing and maYbe 

a heap more times. That's how come my name is Falls, even if some does call me 

Robert Goforth. Niggers would change ·to the name of their new marster,ever,r 

time they ~as sold. And mw father had a lot of n8~es. but kep the one of his 

marster ",,"hen he got a good home. That man was Harry li'alls.He said he'd been 

trying to buy father for a long time t because he was the best wp~gOl1er in R.ll , , . '-------
that country abouts. And the Illall what sold him to Falls, his name was Collins~ 

he told my father," You so mean,! got to sell you. You all time co~laining 

about you dont like your white folks. Tell me now who you wants to live with. 

Just pick your man and I will go see him.1I Then my father tells C.Ilins, I 

want you to sell me to l!arster H:?'rry Fr:lls. They made the trade. I ~disremember 

what the money wa.s~ but it waS big. Good workers sold for $1,000 and $2,000. 
( 

After that the white: folks did.nt have no more trouble with my father.:But he'd 

still fight.That man would fight c. she-bear and lick ber every time.lI 

If My mother. was sold· thl'ee times before I was born. The last time 

when Old Goforth sold her ,to the slave speculators ,-you know every liime they I 
needed money they would sell a slave,- and they was taking them. drlLving 

them, just like a :pack of mules t to the mal:ltet from North Ca.rolina into South 

Carolin~t she begl,lll to M,ve fits. You see they had sold her away from her 

~bY. And just like. I tell you she begun baving fits. They got to the jai 1 house 

where they was to stay that nig~t. and she took on so, Jim Slade and Press 

"qrtlq- them Was .the slave speculators, "co.uJ.d.nt do nothing with her.Next morn

. iIJg!Qne~~f them. ~ook her back to Marse Gof;orth :md told him. "Look here. We cant , 

do nothl,p.gwi,th.thiswoma.n. You got to take har and. give .us back O}l.r mon~Y.And 
" " ,;, " ~ '.. '. ,c,;. -', . '" . . • , 

;;4o.Jt~ow," "th.el.,B~~.~d \theYlllsan it too •. So .OldAlarse Goforth took: my .mother 
'.!' ,:\.\1,,';"' ·('r~,,:;>.·' 'i":) .'-, :. ,~, ' ': .. ~ ":, '".::~ ,'., '. ' .'-.-., ,:' . _ " '" 

¥~.te tAAlIl b~,lt:, t~~ir,tno:nel~, .A.ftElr tl1a~:nqp.e :,~.f us .wa,$> ever separated. We .. 
. 'I·t:~~f~··~f'.,~r;;" ,~.<'w' ''';':'''~~;.~,.i,)'·'l· .~ . ."" .. ;~.",:.-," ( .. :.\;':' ".r.)'.~'<,~ " .. :. '." ,'. ' . tIt .. .' . • " 

.. i."' .. ~,t\·iI"< \'~1~~~r'N£': i;~rq;,,~~.t~r.::aAd .,~~tP,~F •.• ~ .. :th .. the GO$~~t,hs:t:~~JJ. ',.~re.e-
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" And do you know. she never did get over h .... ving fits. She had them 

every change of the moon; or leastways every other moon. change. But she kept 

on working.She WAS ~ bard worker.She had to be .OldMistrees see to that .She 

was meaner than old Harster, she was. She would si t by the spin'Jing wheeet 

and count the turns tne sla ve women rna.de .And t!ley couldnt fool her none neither. 

My mother workp.d until. ten olclock almost every night because her :part was to 

'spend so many cuts" a day;, Cilld she could.llt ge t through no sooner. Ilhen I wa s 

a little shaver, I used to sit on the floor with the other little fel J_OWS while 

our mothers v:or~<ed, c.id sometimes the white folks girls would r~ad us a Bible 

story.But most of the time we slept .Rignt tllere on the floor. Then latertwhen 

I wcr bi~cer, I hE,d to work with the men at night shelling corn, to take to 

town. early mornings-. II 

- -

"Marster Goforth counted himself a good old Baptist -"g,hristian. The 

-one good deed he did, I will never forget. he made us all go to church every 

8unday.·That ';':'?<:; the onliest :?lace off the fann we ever went. Every time a slave 

went off the place. he had to have a pass , except we didnt, for church. Every-

body in thet country knowed that the Goforth niggers didnt have to haVf? '0 pass 

to go to church. But that didnt make Itl difference to the pattyroolers. They' J.. 
hide in the blshes, or wait along side of the road, and when the niggers come 

from meeting, the Pattyroolers's say,'Wbar's your pass'? Us Goforth niggers u.sed 

to start running soon a~ we W?S out of church.We never got caught.That is why I 

tel 1 you I C8.nt use my legs l1.<e I used to. If you was caught wi tnout no pass t 

the Pattyroolers give you five licks.They waS licksl You take a bunch of five to 

seven Pattyroolers each giving fbre licks and the blood flows." 

"Old Mareter was too old to go to the war.He had one son was a soldier, 

but he never come home again. I never seen a soldier till the war was over and 

they begin to come back to the farms. We half-grown nig2..:ers had to work tIle fSrTn, 
. , 

the fa.aers had to gi va , .. I believe it was a ten th- of their c rons to' 

14 



help feed the soldiers. So we didnt know rothing about what was going on, no 

more than a hog. It was a long ttme before we ~owed we was free. Then one 

night Old Marster come to our !louse and he say he wants to see us all before 

breakfast tomorrOi"l morn!!l§'; c~nrl to come on over to his house.He got something to 

tell us. II 

"Next morning we went over there. I was the monke,., always acting 

smart.But I believe they liked me better than all of tne others. I just spoke 

sassy-like and say, "Old. U!arster t what you got to tell us"? My mother sai d, 

"::hut your mouth fool.He'll whip youl" And Old Ms,rster say, ... '""'No I wont mip 

you.Never rD more. sit down thar all of you @ld listen to what I got to tell 

you.l hates to do it but I must. You all aint my~ig~ers no ~ore. You is free. 

Just 2.S free as I am.Here I have raised. you all to work for me t and now you 

s.re going "to leavp. me. I am an old man, ald I cant get along v.-ithout you. I dont 

lmlowwhat I am going to do. 1I Well sir, it killed. him.He was dea.d in less than 

ten months.1I 

" Everybody left right now, but me ancL my brother end another fellow. 

Old Marster fooled us to believe we waS duty-·bounci-t.o stay with h'!::l t11.1 we was 
t 

all twenty-one. But my brother t that my \'18.8 suboorn. Soon he say he aiIlt going 

to stay the re .And he left. In- about a year, maybe 1 es s, he come ba.ck end he 

told mel. didnt have to work for Old Goforth, I was free, sure enouhh free.and 

I. went with him c;..nd he got me a job railrpaq.i.ng. Bwtt;le work was too hard for 

me.l couldnt stand it.So I left·there and went to my mother. I had to w~k.lt 

was fortY"'five miles. I ,made it in a day. She got me 'NOrk there where she 

worked." 

II I pemember so well, how the roads was full of folks walking and 

\1Ii.l~;~-along when the 1\1a;ers were freed. Didnt know where they was gCliJll5: .Just 

'9~llg. tQ see about soznethingelsesomewhere else. Meet a body in the rQ~\d and 
,'C_>, ''''''; .e. 

1,'.Q.ere<youeoing'? .,i .. "t k.no1f .'t ~ 't,'ihat yougoirlg to do I? 'Dent KnOW. , 
, 
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And. tl1en sometimes we would mee t a white man and he would say, II How you 1 ike 

to come work on my farm"? And we say,lI I dont know.' And then maybe he S&y, 

II If you come work for me on my farm, when the crops is in I give you five 

bushels of corn, five gallons of molasses, some ham-meat, and 811 your clothes 

and vittals whils you works for me. 1I Alright! That1s whet I do. And then SO!!le-

thing begins to work up here, ( touching his forehead wi th hi s fingers) I begins 

to think and to lolow things. JU~d I knowed then I could malce a living for roy 

o~n self, and I never had to be a slave no Flore. 1I 

" Now, Old Merster Goforth, had four sisters what owned slaves, 

a!ld they waant mean to them like our Old. Marster and Mistress.Some of the 
h 

old slaves and teir folks are still living on th8.ir places right to this d.ay_ 

But they never dispute none with their brother about how meen he treat his 

slaves. And him claiming to be eucha ChristiaAl Well, I reckon he's found 

out something about sla,!,e driving by now. The good Lord has to get his· work in 

some time. And he'll take Care of the~ low down Pat tyroolers and slave specu-

lators and mean, Marsters and Mistress .,gJ He's took good- care of me in the 

years since I Was free' d, only now, we needs Him again now and then. I just stand 

.u. 
up on my two feet-, raise my arms to heaven, and say, "Lord.,help meJ I He never 

fails me.I asked him this morning,didnt I Lola 1 Asked him to render help.We 

need j.t. And here you come. Lola, just watch that lady write. If you ana. me had 

her education, we'd be fixed now wouldnt we? I never had no learning./I 

"Thank you La~LY~ ( tucking the coin into his pocket wallet ,along 

with his tobacco~nd thank you for comi!g. It does me a heap of good to !=lee 

visitors and talk about the elld times.Come again, wont you? And next time you 

come, I want too talk to you is.bout Ql •. age pensions. I come here from Marian,N .C. 
;; ... ':, .. ', 

three years ago, and they tell me I have to live here four, before I gets a pen

~l;on. . J]ld as I doni" left North Carol ina, I cant get a pension from them. Bu.t 

,:\.i;~;,;~~J·JiI •. youean tell me what to do. I like~ this place.And I do hopes I get 8 
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INTERVIE.W . 

RACHEL GAINES 

1025 lOth Ave. N. 

Nashville~ Tennessee 

ltLawdy\' I'se dunno how ole I ez. B1leeves I'se 'roulli 

95 tar 100 y' ars. De' fust thing I members ez I WuZ tuk in a 

waggin ter Tre?ton, Kentucky en sold ter Dr. Bainbridge 

Dickerson jest lak dey sold coWS en hosses. Mah sistah wuz 

sold in de same way at Bowling Green, Kentucky ter I nu.tlJ.er 

Marster." 

"I wuz sold only one time in mah life en da t Wuz WI en 

Marster .Dickinson b ought me. Attar freedum. wuz I c·lared de 

Marster tole all his slaves da.t dey could go whareverly dey 

pleased but e~l.n dey couldn l t mekdere own livin' ter kum ter 

'1m en he would helps- dem~u 

ttMissus Dickinson kepI me dere kaze I wuz nuss ter dere 

son Howard who wuz sho a wild one. I member how he would tote 

out fried ~hicken, pig meat en uthuh good stuff ter us darkies. 

Dey Igreed ter pay me $35.00 a yeah (en keep) en hit wuz gib me 

eve'y Christmus mawning. Dey treated me good, gib me all de 

clothes en uthuh things I needed ez efln I wuz one ob de family." 

nEve'Y two weeks de Marster would sen' fer Jordan McGowan 
; 

Who wuz de leader ob a atr19S IIIJI.aic bani. Dey would gi t dere 
, .... ;, 

Friday nite early en' de slaves would dance in de grape house 

dat nite en all day saturday up ter midnite. You don't hab 

now as good dance music en: as much fun as de ole tim'e days had.' 

We allus bad a big barbecue er waterme lon feast e"'e'y time we 



~". . 

had a dance. Neber Igin III dere be as good times as we 

useter hab. In mah time we neber ylard ob wukouses er pen 

but now dey ez all filled • 

. ttl kin see now in mah mind de ole ice house on de planta-

tion. In de wintlr de slaves would fill hit wid ice dey got 

off de erik en hit wuz not used I til warm wedder oum. 'nother 

thing I members ez de "pat-a-ro llers ll (she refers to the Police 

patrol of that -day) who would kotch en whup runaway slaves en 

slaves Iway fum dere own plantations widout ~pass wid dere 

Marsters name signed on hit." 

"I member WI en Nashville fust had street cars pulled 

I long by ~osses er mules en I also member de ole dummy cars, 

run by steam, ter Glendale Park also New Town (now called West 

Nashville) .n 

"We had sum bad en good luck signs but I·t se fergettin'· sum,: 

but Ilse members 'bout a black cat crossin' ovuh de path in 

frunt ob you datyou sho wo'uld hab bad luck. 'W I en dat happened 

ter me, I Would spit on de ground, turn 'round en back ober de 

place de cat crossed en de "bad J;.UCk" wuz gont fum me. Ef' n you 

found a ole hoss. shoe dat had bin drapt' d by de hoss, hit meant 

good luck. Sum peeples, white en black, w' en dey fint a hoss 

shoe, dey would tack hit up on de frunt door frame wid de toe 

ter de groanl • 

"Atter de Marster en Missus died, I went ter Nashville en 

m.ade mah way fur menny ylars by washin' en iron1n' fer white ;/< 
., .... 

peeplebu.t atter I wentd blind I kum eyer ter live wid mah 
~ . . -

, .. : ~ 
':, 
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I NrERVI:B.W 

FHANKIE GOO IE 

204 5th Ave. So.' 

Nashville J Tenn. 

"I wuz ba.wn in Smith County on uther side ob Lebanon. Ah'll 

be 85 yl ars ole Christmas Day. 

Mah ole M'-;:ssis wuz named sallie, en mah Marster WUZ George 

Waters. Mah mammy's name wuZ Lucindia , she wuz sold fum me w1en 

I wuz six weeks ole, en mah Missis raised me. I allus slept wid 

her. Mah Misais WuZ good ter me, but (her son) mah Marater Whup1d 

me. 

Dunno ob any ex-slaves votin' er holdin' office ob any kin. 

I member de Ku. Klux Klan en pat-a-rollers. Dey would kum 
. 

t.roun en whup· de niggers wid a bull whup. Ef"n d.ey. met a niggah 

on de road de~td say, "Whar eZ you gwin dis time ob mawninI1"· 

De slaves would say, tlWe ez gwine ovuh 'yer ter stay aWlile," 

en den dey would start beatin l dem~ I I se str in our do' er en 

'ireard de ham licks, en screams ()b de ones dat Wuz belnl Whup'd, 

en lId tell mah Missis, flLiaten ter dat\'" , She would say, "See, 

dat aZ Wi at will happen ter you af' n you try tar leave. tl I 

member one nite a Ku K~.ux Klan rode up ter our dot er. I tole 

mah Mlss1s sum body wuz at de doter wantln' tel' know whar mah 

Marster wuz .• She tole lim he wuz died en her son had gon' tway 

dlil,tmawnlD;f. He hun1:;ed all thro de house, en up in de loft, en 

said wharez de nlgg.ers? Mah Missls tole Itm dey wuz down in ~e 

~~tl:fjhou'se\ He went down dere, woke dem up, ~~ dem 'bout 
"''';",. , ,/,,' 

~,~.;r"'J~l'''~ltn. lfljl1P'Q ."J,.~ ob. !lQDI. Ef d,./had ::~",U,."".,.,.f"".'n,,.lUX1· .n Klan 
.:r!iilJOl~l;&.;,j~ .• ;."" b.~;' •. lif):~~~~Y·.l?t_J?~!l80:n d.e 'ksunty ,rJ. 

I 
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de pen. 

I 'useter drive up de coWs sn mah feet would be so cole en 

mah toes cracked open en bleedinl , en Iid be cry-int Itil I got 

'-almost t.er de house den lid wipe mSh eyes on de bottom ob mah 

dress, ,so de Marstier wouldinl know dat I had bin cpy1n l • Held 

say, "Frankie ain't you cryin1 ?u I'd say, 1'No sull." "Ez you 

cole?" "yes, sir.n He would say kum on en warm. 

Wlen de nlggers WuZ freed, allob mahMissis slaves slipped 

1 way, t cept me. one mawnin I she tole me ter,.go down en wake 

dern up, I went down, en knocked, n'o body said nuthin'. I pushed 

on,de doter - hit kuru opln - en I fell in de room en hurt mah 

chin. I went back ter Ml ssis - en she sezs, "w I at ez' de matter 

wid yoU?1l I sezs, nUnc leJohn en all ob dem eZ gont ; I 'pushed 

on de dot'er en fell in.1t She sezs you know-dey eznot gone, go 

baek-eng1t -dem up. -I had tel' go back, butd~y,wur'ent dere. 

No, I- dontt member de sta Irs fall1n I • 

ManM1ssis didunt gib me nuthin, capt mah clothes, eri she 

put dem in a, carpet bag. Atter freedum mah mammy kum fum 

Lebanon en got me. !hIll neber fergit dat day - Oh tawdy\ I 

klnseeher now. Mah ole Missis t daugh.ter-in-law had got a bunch 

o:bsw:tlttches ter whup me, I WUZ stand1n l in de dOl er sh.akinl all 
,..' 

ovuh,' en de YO\Ulg Miss1s wuZ tell1nt me tel' git mah clothes off. 

I S$Zs, ,"I, sel'd a '-'oman kumlg thro-de gate.ttMah M18sis sezs, 

"Da:te-z,Lu.eind.~lall en de young Missls bid de switches. Mah mammy 

seZs, 1'I':sa, ltuntter; gitm&h chile. Mah Missis tole her ter let n:e 

spend de'n1t:f' wid; her" den'sb4iJ,~ld setti me-tel' de C~ House at 
. "h" , • 

~ . , 

9 ,.'cle'ek.;next mawnin l .SO I stayed w1d de Missis 4at nita, en 
. . <. 

t1:!';Ie,~.te.· '-;:.~'·.ll.ltz, be " S;,,~g1~1, en don't l~t ,a nt~ner boy 

:J¥-:;.tJ~t.~.~ ~QW .. l!t';~i;f<:!~:~.·· •• a:~ .. ~.tI .a IJ.~8 .• ~lIlb~~~' Wl at 



she sald. I guess I wuz I bout 12 yt ars ole w' en I lef' mall 

Missls en mah mammy brought me ter Na shvllle en put me ter 

wuk. De mawnln t I left mah Missis, I went ter de Court House 

en met mall mammy; de Court room wuz jammed wid peeple. De 

Jedge tole me ter hold my right· hand up, I wuz so skeered I 
- . 

stuck both hands up. Jedge sezs, "Frankie ez dat yo mammy?" 

I sezs, til dunno, she sezs she ez." (W'at did I know ob a 

mammy dat wuz ,tuk-fum me at six weeks ole). He sezs, tlWuz yo 

Marste~ good ter you?u I sezs, "Mah Missis !uz, but mah Marster 

wasn't - he whup'd me.u De Jedge said, nWhar did he whup you?" 

I tole bim on mah back. He sezs, "Frankie, ez you laughin l ?" 

I sezs, "No, sir." He said ter mahmammy, "Lucindia tek dls 

chile en be good ter her fer she has bien mistreated. Sum day 

she can msk a livint fer you." (En thank d.e Lawd I did keep 

heri:n her ole days en wuz able ter bury her.) At dat time 

money wuzealled 'chin plaster en wt en I lef' out ob'<'lecoitrt 

room diff'ent peeple gib me money en I had mah hat ahnos' rUll~ 
Dat wuz dtl only money I had gib ter me. 

I nUl!Jsed Miss sadie Pope Fall; she mal ried Mat Gardner. I 

also nuSlJsd Miss Sue Porter Houston. I den wuk1d at de Bline 

sehul •. 

De fust pat r ob shoes I eber had wuz atter I kUnt tar 

Nashvil.:le. Dey hadhlgh tops en wu,z called bootees. I had sum 

red. st.p1pe<l socks wid den:t • 

.••. ole songs I membC!lr: 

1t»"Ol~LTlltl. tJJg1QXl~n, ... 
: ttlI'm (JoIn' . ter Join'de Ban .• n 

~"·.l;: ... ,.:i':":'F-~ '1\"., . ";','" .~<>.<,.;. ;,<., .1 • ,.~~ ". ,;". '.... ' •.. ',. ~it '::'.. ':, ,: 

.• ,·Wl,·jt,i ~·~U·,,,ou.ld .~lDg dezesongs hit VLould almost mek you haIr 
(.' .. ..., .. ':-'.' . , ".:,'." " 

.,.,./",<,<.;.:fl··:;,~>1[<:;;~.!- ~ ,:',,','l ,'.',', :',',.,".").. . .... :.,:-:.:;\ ,':",.: '.... , 

't~>"lii!4,cb.'w,..ti'(\.:lUpe,.ples-.ould JunlP en shc)\it\ 
, ~'. . . ",," .,.' " " . ' " . ' . 

:'):~~~\!:=.;;i;:/ '. 
'. ~;' .-~" ... :_~:.,!:'~' .. :,~" . C~~ 

.";, '. 

\';.:.:~~-~~:. ,: ';"~"~:~"" 
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I member w'en sum ob de slaves run tway durin' slavery. 

I dunno any tales; mall mammy wasn l t a loman ter talk 

much. Maybe ef she had bin I would hab had an easier time. 

As far as I know de ex-slaves hab had diff 1 ent kinds ob wuk 

since dere freedurn. No, lain' nebber seld any ghost. lIse 

bin in de woods en dark places, but didn't see nothinl, en 

I'se not goin' ter say I did kaze I might git par'lized. 

/ I went t'er'schul one y 1 ar at Fisk in de ylar 1869. 

. ;:. 

De last man I wukld fer wuz at de Link :gotel. Den I 

started keepin t boarders. Hab fed all deze Nashville police. 

De pollce ez de ones dat hepl ed git deze relief orders fer me. 

I hab lived on dis street 'fer 60 years. I lived 22 yl ars whar 

de Hermitage Laundry ez. Dat ez wha.r I got de name "Mammie." 

W'lles livin' dere I" ra.t-sed eighteen chilluns white en black, 

en sum ob dem iz good ter me now. 

I had sum papah's "bout mati age en difffent things, but 
• 

w'en de ba.ck waters got up, deY'got lost. I did"n't hab ter 
. 

move but I kep prayio l en talkin' ter de Lewd en I b 1 1eeve 

hetYea.rd me fer de water didn't git in mah house. 

I member w1en de yellow fever en de cholera wuz 'yer, in 

18706n ia73. Dey didn't hab coftins nuff ter put dem in, 

so dey used boxe's en piled, de boxes in waggins lak hauling wood. 

I' se 'alnt Worth a dime now WI en hit kuma ter wukint fer 

Iise'aint able ter do nuthin, thoo I can't complain ob mah 

livin l slnc.ede relief hs.sbin takln t keer ob me. 

Dis youngpeepl$s, 1I0h mah Lawd\u Dey aln' worth'talkin' 

sh8.medeze 10.en, dey drink {I callh1 t ole 
. . 

i~n dos't~~Dlea.tJll~~~ . I' se disgusted at 

..... " ." t~L~L~~·~.,,;tei':,~~I..t:end\'ullteiiut111nt ~,.en . 

4 

22 
\ 



dey don' do 'Duff wuk.·· 

I nebbar voted en dunno nothin' Ibout hit. Hab nebber 

had any frens in office. Cainl member nothin' Ibout re'structon. 

I hab bin sick en sti 11 d on' fee 1 right. Sumt ime s I fee Is krazy. 

Hab bin tole dat black cat crossin' road in frunt ob you 

wuz bad luck.. I nabber did b1leeve in any signs. Ef I az ter 

hab bad luck, ahlll hab hit. 

I bl long ter de Baptist Chuch • 
• I , 

De culored peeples useter hab camp meet in' s, en dey1d last 

fer two weeks. Lawd bab mercy did we hab a time at dam meetin's, 

preachint, singin l , en shoutin'·. En ovuh sumwhar neah dey 

would be cookin' mutton en diff' ent good things tar eat. Sum ob 

dem'would shout 'til dare throats would be sore en hit seemed 

dat sum ob dem niggahs didn't kear ef dey got home ter wuk er not. 

I sumtimes wish fer da good ole days. Deze days folks donlt 

hab time fer 1 ligton. De dog-gone 0 Ie radio en udder things eZ 

taki'n' hits place •. -

Oll Lawd1e how dey did baptize down at de what f~ Die Baptist 

pee.ple wou.ld gather at de what f on de fustsunday in May. Dey 

would kum fUlll all de Ba.ptist Chuches. Would leave de chuch 

.ingin' enshoutln" en keep dat up 'til dey got ter de river. 

Hab' seen d&Inwid new clothes on gi t down on de groun en ro 11 en 

.gltcoveredwlddirt. Sum ob dem would almost luze dere clothes, 

611dey t d falldowlflak deywuz dying. 

D$ze'last few y1ars dey b;ab got ter stylish ter shout. 
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INTERVI ml'l 

Precilla Gray 

807 Ewing Ave. 

Nashville, Tenn. 

I think l'se 107 Y'ars ole. Wuz bawn in Williamson County 'fore 

de C1 viI wah. Gues s de reason I hab. lib ed so long wuz cose 1 tuk good 

keer ob mahself en wore warm clo'es en still do,.w'ar mah yarn petty

coats now. Bab had good health all mah life. Hab tuk very lett1e 

medicine en de vru st sickness I eber had wuz small-pox. l'se bin a 

widah t bout 70 yf ars. 

Mah mammy d'ed w'en:r wuz young but mah daddy lihed ~er be 103 

y'ars ole. I nebber went ter schul a day in mah life, ~atied 'fore 

freedum en w'en 1 got free, had ter wuk all de time ter mek a libin' 

fer mah two chillen. One libas in California en I 1i ves wid de utheE, ---.. ----
tergedder wid man Kreat, great,' grandson, five y' ars ole, in Nashville. 

Mall fust marsteren missis wuz Amos en Sophia Holland en he made 

a will dat w.e slaves wuz all ter be kep' among de fam' 1y en 1 wuz heired --fUlt; '::me fam' ly ter f nothA,r. Wuz owned under de "will" by Haddas Holland, 

iJlssis Mary Haddock en den Missis Synthia Ma'ied Sam Pointer en I lib cd 

wid her 'til freedum wuz 'clared. 

Mah fust mistress had three looms en we had ter mek cl'Jthes fer 

~one on de plan'ashun. 1 wuz taught ter weav t , card, spin en 

i' 1 n1 t en ter wuk in de fiel' s. I wuz 'feared Qb de terbacker '. "V.'UlT1S at 
~ ... 
fust but Aunt Frankie went 'long by me on showed me how ter pull de 

w'umJ s.· head off. Hab housed tfJrbacker till 9 0' clock at ni te. Our 

m.arster whupped us w'en we needed hit. I got memny a whuppin'. 

Marster Amos wuz a great hunter en had lots ob dogs en me en 

mah cousin had de job ob cookin' dog food en feedin' de dogs. One 
..! "j. 

de marster went hunt in , en lef'three dogs in de pen fer us ter 

24 
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feed. One ob de dogs licked out ob deipan en we got a bunch ob switches 

en started wearin' de dogs out. We thought de marster wuz miles 'way 

wren he walked up on us. He finished wearin' de bunch ob 'switbhes out 

on us. Dat WUZ a whuppin' I'll nebber fergit. 

25 

W' en I wuz heired ter Missis Synthis, I wuked in de fiel's 'til~ 
'--

she started ter raise chillens en den I wuz kep i'n de house ter see 

atter dem. Missis had a lot ob cradles en dey kep two 'omen in dat 

room-takin' keer ob de babies en lettle chillens 'longin' ter dere 

slaves. Soon as de chillens, wuz seven ytars ole. dey started dem 

ter 'nittin'. 

Marster Sam Pointer, husband of Missis Synthis, wus a good me...11. 
-

en he wuz good ter us en he fed en clothed us good. We wore y.arn hoods, 

sha'ls,en pantletts which wuz 'nit things dat kum fum yo shoe tops 

ter 'bove yo knees. 

De marster wuz also a 'ligious man en he let us go ter·chuch. 

He willed land fer a culled chuch at Thompson Station. I 'longs 

terde foot washin' Baptist, called de Free Will Baptist. De marster 

bought mah husband William Gray en I ma'ied 'im dere. 

W'ell de Civil wah wuz startin' dere wuz soldiers en tents eve'-

ywhar e I had ter 'nit socks en helps mek soldiers coats en durin' de 

wah," de marster sent 100 ob us down in Georgia ter keep de Yankees 
, 

fum gittinl us en we camped out durin' de whcle three yP?ars. 

I member de Klu Klux. One nite a bunch ob us went out, dey got 

atter' us. We waded a big crik en hid in de bushes ter keep dem fumr 

gittint us. 

Hab gon' ter lots ob camp-mestin's. Deytd hab lots ob good thin~~ 

eat en fed eberbody. Dey'd hab big baptizinls down at de Cumber-
. and -

,~LQnCl ~R1berl\men~ things. 
, 

.tre-&d,c:u.r white folks d~dnltg1b us nJithin t •. We got 'way 
'". , -,' ~ .-

an~b!'n' .... , '" :'W'e,.::eeuldglt ..• 
.' .... " .. ' .... , ... , , . 

Nabberkn",'W.cl,obanyplanta ~~~~~. . . . , 
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en wuz not ole er'nuff ter member de stairs fallin'. Songs we use'ter 

sing wuz, "On Jordan's Bank I Stand en Cast a Wistful Eye en Lak Drops 

ob Sweat, Lak Blood Run Down, I Shed mah Tears." 

I try not ter think 'bout de ole times. Hit's bin so long ago 

so I don' member any tales now. 

I'se had a lot ob good times in aah day. Our white folks would 

let us hab "bran dances" en we'd hab a big time. I has nebber voted 

en I think dat ez a man's wuk. Don't b'leeve in signs, I hab allus 

tho't whut es g1{in~ ,ter be will be, en de only way ter be ez de rite 

way. 

26 

Eber since slavery I'se cooked ferpeeple. I cooked fer Mr. Lea 

Dillon fifteen y' ars. Wuked at de Union Depot fer I' ars. Five y' ars J. c 

fer Dr. Douglas at his Infirmary en I cooked fer en raised Mrs Grady's 

baby. Rab wuked fer diff'ent folks ovuh town ter mek mah livin'. I 

ain't bin able ter wuk fer eight y'ars. Dunno how much r weigh now, 

I hah lost so much. (she weighs now at least 250 pounds L. All de ex

slaves I know hab wuked at diff'ent jobs lak I has. 
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INTERVIEW 

EX-SLAVES 

JENNY GREER 

706 Overton, street. 

Nashville, Tennessee 

"Am 84 '11 ars ole en wuZ bawn in Florence, Alabama, 'bout 

seben miles fum,town. Wuz bawn on de Collier plant,ashun en 

Marster en Missis wuz James en Jeanette Collier. Mah daddy en 

mammy wuz named Nelson en Jane Collier. I wuz named atter one 

. ob mah Missis' daughters. Our family WuZ neber sold er divideq.n 

"1 1 se bin mat ied once. Ma tied Nee ley Greer. Thank de Lawd 

I aint got no chilluns. Chilluns eZ so bad now I can't ste.rd 

dem ter save mah life. lf 

nUseter go ter de baplisint s en dey "IOUlrl start shou.tin' 

en singint w1en we let' de chuch. Went ter deze bap'isin' s in 

Alabama, Memphis, en tyer in Nashville. Lawdy hab mercy, how 

We useter sing. Only song I members eZ 'De 0 Ie Time , l1gion.' 

I useter go ter camp meetin's. Eve'rbody had a jolly time, 

preS:ch1n l , shout1nl eneatln' good things. II 

"We didn't git a thing WI en we Wuz freed. WI en dey said' 

we l'lUZ free mah peeple had tar look out fer demse Ives;tI 

"Doni member noW 1bout K.K.K. er 'structshun days. M.ah 

maDimy useter tell us a 'lot 00 stories but lise fergot dem. I'se 

naber v~ted en dunno ob any frens' bein' in office." 

uNo roam., no mam, donI t b l leeve in dift' ent colurs mal r1\n., I /' 

008018 sign" Iba.d luck ter'empty ashes atter dark.,'tl 

wUkl Xl in wblte folks house since freedum. 
1 'f. 

.17ir.~'~d':mah "ne:leeen mah ,;sistah.· , 
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INTERVIE'tf 

EMMA GRISHAM 

1118 Jefferson st. 
Nashville, Tenness~e 

"I wuz bawn in Nashville. lise up in 90y- l ars, but 

I tell dam It se still young. I lived on Gallatin Pike 

long 'fore de war, en uster seld de soldiers ride by.u 
,~.;~. ! t I 

. "M&h marsters name wuz Wm. Penn Harding. Mah daddy 
-

w~. so:Jd at Sparta, Tennessee 'fore I wuz bawn en Marster 

Harq;l:ng bought lint. Mah mammy' erready t longed tar de. 

HarCllng s ." . -

HI·don l member much 'bout slavery I wuz small, but I 

know I wors a leetle ole slip wid two er three bottons in 

f'Nnt •. Mammy- 'would ",ash me en ltd. go . out frullt en play <." ,.f 

wid de ;"hlte chllluns. tt 

. nwt~n de flghtln t got so heavy mah white peeple:.got 

sum Irish peeple- ter -live on de pJ.antation~ en dey went _ ........ ..,. .. 

• -outh·, lEJ~vlnl us wid de IrIsh peeple. t1 

11r "wuz leetle en I guess I dIdn't think much 'bout 

f:veedum,I'dallus had plenty tar eat en WI ar." , 

;. ·',';"hnno ob anysJ.av'.sglttlnt nuthln at freedum.tl: 

. ',' "OuI'whlte folks d1dnt twhup mah peeple; but de ober

""ae.,ps)llhu.p'dde ,slays. ,on uther plantations. tt 

." .. ~~~ . "D&r¥ankee:abAd ca..,S' ond.Capltol bill. En dere wuz 

'~~"~;''''''Ps'lih~,aa'lit'' N&B·llVt ];18 ,e:ll'7ou,ha(l ter hab a pass 

; -\, ... 

. . . . . 

MQn_onl5Jh en Chuell~ end. 

, .. fi.~'~:.;~~:c.l>~.~·l.~lf ,.~ .~ •. ' ' .' . 

'. ;~}.~ 

. '~,;~~ 



ttl went ter schul at Fisk a short time, wlen hit wuz 

neah 12th en Cedar, en a Wi i le down on Chuch st. Mah teacher 

allus bragged on me fer bein' c lean en neat. I didn't git 

much schuling, mah daddy wuz 18k most ole folks, he though 

atln you knowd yo a, b, CiS en could read a line, dat wuz Inuff. 

En he hired me out. Dunno wt at dey paid me J fer hit wuz paid 

ter mah daddy. 

"I wuz hi~~d tar a Mrs. Hyne fer Y'ars, whar de Loveman 

store ez now. Dare wuz a ,theatre whar Montg2mery Ward store 

ez, a lot ob de theatre peeple roomed en botded wid Mrs. Ryne, 

en dey would gib me passes ter'de shot en I'd slip up in de 

ga~ltry en watch de ShOI. I couldn't read a wud but I 'joytd 

goin t • 'Mah daddy wuz a driver fer Mr. Ryan. 

"I nussed far a Mrs. Mitchell en she had a boy in schul. 

One swnmer She went tway. .A Mrs. Smith wid 10 boys wanted me 

ter stay_wid her ttl1Mrs. Mitchell got back, en I staid an laked 

deni so' well dat I wou1dln go back ter Mrs. Mitchell's. 

ltI went tar Memphis en ma t led George Grisham in 1870. He 

jinned de army, as ban' leader, want ter San Antonio, Texas en 

I kum back ter Mrs. Smith's en stayed 'til her mammy lost her 

mind. Mah husband dted in Texas, fum heart truble. All his 

things wuz sent back ter me, en evely month I got a $30.00 

pension fer me en. mah daughter. WI en ahe wuz 16 dey cut 'hi t 

down en I only git t32.00 now. 

ledj' cated man daughter at Fisk; ~n she's bin teachinl 

schulsinee 1893. She buy dis place en we live tergedder. 

health enbothez happy. I hab a 'oman kum eve'Y 

, ' , 

2 
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"De ole songs I member ez: 

"Harp fum de Tomb di s Mournful Sound. tt 
"Am I a Soldler ob de Cross." 

"01e signs ez: Dream ob snakes, sign ob de'th. - Ef a 

hen crows a sign ob detth. - Sneeze wid food in mouth means 

de t the - Ef a black cat crosses de road, walk backWards 'til 

you git past whar hit crossed. Mah parents useter tell lots 

ob tales but I canl t think ob dam." 

"Oh honey, I dunno WI at dis young peeples ez kum l n ter. Dey 

-ez so difflent fum de way I WUZ raised. I don't think much ob 

dis white en black mar· I ages .• Hit shouldn't be 'lowed. 

HI I long tar de Missionary Baptist.n 

:3 
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INTERVIEW 

MEASY HUDSON 

1209 Jefferson St. 

Nashville, Tennessee 

"Wuz bawn' in North Carolina en I'se 90 y'ars ole 

in November. W'en war broke out we kum ter Tennessee en 

hab bin 'ye~ eber since. Wuz 'yer w'en old Hood fi1rd 

de cannons. He said he wuz kum'n eyer ter Christmas 
-

dinnah, but he didn't do hit." 

"Mah white folks wuz named Har shaw. Marster Aaron Har-

shaw died en we wuz willed ter his chilluns en dat we wuz 

not ter be whup'd a1' 'bused in anyway •. We wuz sold, but 

long Ifore de war mah daddy wuz freed en mah manny wuz not 

freed, but kepi a slave." 

"De marster 1 s ehilluns wuz small en eber New ylar DaV, 

wewuz put on a block en hired out ter de high bidduh, en 

de money spent ter school de mars.ter' s chillJu ns • n 

flI wuz tole dat sum ob de white peeples wuz so mean ter 

dere slaves dat de slaves would tek a pot en turn hit down 

in a hollow ter keep dere whites fum yearin' dam singln' 

en prayin'. De Ku Klux wuz bad on de ex-slaves at rust." 

"De white folks 'fore de war had w' at dey called 

"Mus tel''' en I would go down wid dam. I would dance en de 

fo~k8 would gib me money er gib me candy en durin' de war 

de soldiers wuz de prettiest things." 

"Got nuthin I at freedum en wuz not 10ok1n' fub nuthin ,-. 

Et mal'stel' had lived he might bab gib us sump'in. He wuz a 

3J 
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good man en good tel' us. ~ber since mah freedurn, lise wuk'd 

as a laundress. Wuk'd fer one famIly ober 21 lIars. 'Bout 

two y1ars ago I lefted a tub, en hurt mahself. Ilse not able 

32 

tel' wuk now. I hab bin ma'ied twice en I'se votedl three times." J 
"I went tel' schul at Fisk, a short time, wren hit wuz on 

12th Avenue, but· I diden' git tel' go long Inuff tel' git en 

edj' cation.t' 

"Jis 'fore de Civil liitar I members de COl1l3t. Hit wuz 
-

lak a big sta'r wid a .long tall~ Eve I body ·said hit wuz a 

sign ob Judgement Day. n 

"Bad luck signs: Efln a picture falls, hit's a sign ob 

de1th.- bad luck tel' step ovuh a broom - ef a clock stop 

runnin' en later hit strike, dat means de-1th." 

il Sum -00 de young peeple terdey ez good but sum ob dem 

don't wan I tel' be nuthin t. De la.st war ruined mos' ob de 

white_en -de black." 

"I b I leaves in de Baptist 'ligion en 'longs tel' de 

Baptist Church, 9th Avenue N. en Cedar Street. De white 

t oman I wuk1d tub wl!4n ted me tel' job de Christian (colored) 

chuch. Only song I now members ez "On Jordans Banks I Stand. tt 
--

"Don't think dis marrin' ob whites wid blacks should be 
.. . 
'lowed en think eve ty eulor should stay tel' hits -sef." 

"I don't member now 'bout any stories tole back in ole 

times. Our white folks wuz Christians en tried tel' teach us 

l'igbt en dey did&n' tek up much time tellint stories." 
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INTERVIEW 

PATSY HYDE· 

504 9th Avenue N. 

Nashville, Tennessee 

"Dunno how 0 le I ez. I wuz bawn in s lavery en b' longs 

ter de Brown family. MB.h Missis WUZ Missis Jean R. Brown en 

she wuz kin ter Abraham Lincoln en I useter y'ar dem talkin l 

'bout tim livin' in a log cabin en Wi en he dt"ed she had her 

house draped in black. Marster Brown wuz also good ter his 

slaves. De Missis promus Marster Brown on his de'th bed 

nebber ter let· Us be whup'd en she kep her wud. Sum ob de 
-

obersee:rson urthur plantations would tie de slaves ter a 

stake en. glb dem a good whup'in fer -sump' in dey ought not 'tel" 

done." 

uAllcul l ed peeple wore cotton goods en de younger boys 

run 'rou,rld lon der shurt tails.Mah Missis nit all de white 

(},~lluhg.stockin' en she made me -sum. I had ter hold de __ yarn 

0;0 m8.hhansw ' en she wuz nittin'. I members one time I wuz 

keepinl flies off de table usinl a bunch ob peaco«k feathers 

en I went ter sleep standin I up en she tole me ter go back tar 

de kitchen _" ttl went en finish mah nap_ tl 
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"One day ole Uncle Elick woke Marster Brown fum his 

attar-noon nap tellin' 'im"det de prettiest men dat I ever seed 

WJlZ passin 1 .by on de roaQ.. He went ter de winder en said, "Good 
Ii 

G.B-w'El, hitt s dam damn Yankees." Mah white folks had a pretty 
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yal'd en gyal'd-en., Soldiers kum en camped del'e. I'd slip tel' 

de windel' en l1ssen tel' dem." "W'en dey wuz fightin' at FOl't 

Negley de cannons would jal' OUI' house. De .'oldieI" s ban t 
'., 

play on Capitol Hill, en play ttRally 'roun' de Flag Boys, 

Rally '1' OUD de Flag." 
~'. 

nDe slaves would tak del'e ole 11'oncook1n f pots en 

tUl'n dam upside down on de gl"oun' neah dere cabins tel' keep 
• t • 

dere white folkS fum hearint w'at dey wuz sayin t • ttD~y claim-
-

ed dat hit showed dat Gawd wuz wid dem." 

"In slavery 'time paeple.s btleeved in dreams. I members 

one nita'I dreamed dat a big white thing wuz on de gatepost wid

a haid. I tole mah mammy an fthe said, ttGawd wuz warning us. It 
, 

De. 'rige cer'mony in d'e days ob slav&I'Y wuz by de man en' oman 

juinp~nl oVuhs broom handle' teI'geddel'." 

"I don I member much 'boud de Ku Klux Klan. but I does' 

memb'eit se~1n I dam pal'ade one time in Nashville." (She eviden·t-

1y l'efars to the Klan's last pal'~de in 1869 in NashvIlle, 
. . .-

. immediately. pr,eeeeding the disbandment of the Klan at FOl't 

, 1f6'giEty.l. 

"I membe~s dat de northeI'n sold1e~'s ban' would play 
~ " -. . 

'Union '81'81er, Rally IroUll de Flag. en Down Wid de TI's itOl's 

e.up Wid. Cle:s4,'s en-Stl'ipes. rt 

""DElsoligs I member s ez: 

';IfSi'e:" Soidier ob de Oross. 

, ' .. ' F:b:t~" ·d..:L&lmb. 
:,;)f;(t:f'~OUld n::6't~ L'i ve AllQ •. 

34 

\ 
I 

" ' 



-3-

sJ£.1v.r:.,Al.J 

"1 member w'en de sta~rs fell. Hit wuz so dark en eberbody 

'wuz skeered, en I' member a comet dat looked lak a big red ball 

en had sump'in 18k a tail on hit. Eber one wuz skeered en wuz 
'fears hit would hit de groun' en burn de worl i up. I member. 

r""" 

de rust street lites in Nashville. W'en de lamp mans would kum 

'round en tite de lamps dey would yell out "all ez well" en 1 

also members de Southern money goin' out en Yankee money kum'n 

in, en also w'en'aere wuzn't any coal 'yer en eve'ythin' wuz wood 

en most ob dis town wuz in de woods." 

"De slaves wuz tole dey would git forty ak'rs ob groun' en a 

. mule ~'en dey wuz freed but dey nebber got hit. W'en·we wuz free 

we wuz tuned out widout a thing. Mah grandmammy wuz an "Ole maIl1..mie" 

en de Missis kep her. " Atter freedum a lot ob Yankee riiggah gals 
-

kum down 'yer.en hire out. 

_ W' en I wuz" e. yoUng girl hund' eds ob people \'\Tent ter de wharf" 

at de foot ob Broadway on de fust Sunday in May ob eber'y year fer 

35 

. de annpal bapt.izin'ob new members inter de Baptist. (culored) ohurohes 

,. 
',1 

ob de oity. 1.housands ob white people would crowd both sides ob de 

Cumberland Riber, Broadway en de Sparkman Street Bridge ter witnus 

I:' de doin' s. On leavln' de chuches de pastor would lead de par.ade ter 

de wharf. Dey wOl~ld sing en chant all de way fum de chuch ter de 

river en sum ob de members would be ovuhkum wid 'ligious feelin' en 

dey would hop up en down, singln' en shoutin' all de time, or may 

be dey would start ter runnin' down de. street en de brethern would 

hab ter run dem:.1down en bring dem back. 

'We ueeter hay' dem champ meetin's en dey wuz "honeys, It en I 

II enjoy' dem. too. . We wore bandanna handke~ohlefs on our halds en long 1 

I 
i A~,dase maatin's day had all kinds ob . . 
{ 

".! 
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"Atter man freedum I dun washin' en Ironin' fer white families. 

Neber ma'rie~ but I neber worries no matter wtat happens en dat's 

may be cause ob mah livin' so long." 

"Things ter day ez mighty bad. Not lak da ole days. Worl' ez 

gwin ter end soon." 

"Attar I got ter feel:l,la tar do washin' en ironin' fer mah 

livin', I went tev de Relief Office ter'git dem tar helps me, 

but dey wouldn't do s. thing. I had no place te: go er no money 

ter do wid. Dis culid t oman tuk me in en does all she can fer me 

but now she ez disable ter wuk en I dunno w' at tar do. Ef'n I 

could git a small grocer order each waek til I git de ole Age 
. , 

hetp lots." Pension -hit would 

36 
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INTERVIEW 

ELLI S KEN KANNON 

328 5th Avenue N. 

st. Mary's Church 

Nashville, Tennessee 

til dunno jes how ole I ez. I wuz bawn in Tennessee as 

a slave. Mah 'mamnw kum fruro Virginia. Our marster wuz Ken 

Kannon. tt ...... 

"Our Mistress wouldn.t let us slaves be whup'd but I 

member mah daddy tellin' 'bout de Overseer whuppin' 'im en 

he run 'way en hid in a log." Hetho',t de ~blood hounds, he 

heered'wbout a half mile 'way" on his trail could heer lim 

breathe but ¢ie hounds nebber finl '1m. Atter de hounds ;pas" 

on',:'m8.h daddy" 'lef" de log hidin t ' place en Wi en he got ter a 

blacksmith shop, he seted a white man wid a nigger who had' 

handcuffs 'on en w'en de white man tuk off de hariicuffs, de 

plgger axed mah daddy whar he wuz gwine en he tole 'im back 

ter mah Mistre ss en de nigger seZ s I ez too. Mah da5idy 

slipped '·wa:yfum. 'im en went home." 

, "WI en I WuZ a young boy, I didn't wear nothin' but a 

sh1:rt lak all urthur boys en hit wuz a long thing lak a slip 

oat 'kum tar our knees. Our Mistress had a big fier place en -
WI en we wou1dkum in cole shawould say ain't you all cole. 

,.,(Yo-u::8.11 was always used in the plural and . not slnguThr as 

b8.velt}. WIlle wewuz,.warinin' 'She often played 

heer.~, 
;,t .. 

'Dey let me stay 

···.··de}{ars·ter, wuz"'1:n 
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bad health at dat tiIIle, en 'fore we stal ted ter de gra.veyard, 

I put a feather bed in de carl age en got a pitcher ob water 

ready en 'fore we git dere she got awful sick. n 

"Durin' slavery de slaves hadtter keep quiet en dey would 

turn a kittle upside down ter keep de white folks, 'yearin dere 

prayers en chants. wren a slave wanted ter g9 ter 'nother 

plantation he had ter hab a pass. Ef' dey disobeyed dey got a 

whuppin, en e,~ dey had a pass widout de Marsters signature dey 

got a whuppin. Ef,1 n dey had ter hab ;passes now dere wouldin' 

be no meane ss. tt 

"I member de Klu Klux Klan kumin ter mah daddy's home axin 
~ 

fer water en dey would keep us tctin' water tar dem fer fifteen 

ter twenty minutes. Dey didol t whup eX' hurt any ob us. I also 

member 'yearin mah mammy en daddy tellinl us 'bout de sta'rs_ 

f~llln'. I member_ de comet. Hit wuz a big ,ball en' had a long 

ttl hab 'yerd dem tell 'bout Mr. Robertson. He wuz mean 

tel' his slaves en dey -sezs dey could sae a ball ob fierr.ollin' 

on de fence en Wi en dey would git -ter de spring, a big white 

thing lak a dog would crawl under de rock. De sla.ves wuz 

natur'ally superstitious en btleeved in dreams, ole sayings en 

slgns. I hab mahse1f seted things dat I ain't onderstan'. 
....... --

almost seen de things dat (apostle) John seed .el 

"Dunno nuthin 'bout any ob de ex-slaves voting er de Nat 

Turner 'Bellion.u 

"Atter fr~edum most ob de sla,ves wuk 1 d fer dere livin! jes 

as! ez. De men in de fiel's, de 'omen in de house. I wuk'd at 

botel in ,MCMinnville en one day, I wuz keepin l de flies off d~ 
I ' , 

brush madl' trUlJltlne' strips ob papah en de str1ng 
.... .. I 

2 

38 



broke en hit fell on de table. One man jumped up grabbed a 

cheer saylnt ahll1 knock you, down wid dis cheer.n 

"De slave' I peeted ter git 40 akers ob land en a mule but 

nobody eber got bit as fur as I knew. We didnl t git nuthin. 

Our white' peeple wuzzent able tel' g1b us anyting. Eve1ythinl 

dey had wuZ tuk durin' de wah. Dey wuz good tel' us an stuck 

wid us an mah peeple stayed wid mah Mistress.n 

"Dis youn'g' g1neratshun ob niggers, I 'clare dey ez jes 

! bout gon t • 1)ey won't wuk, all's stealln' ef.! mabe wuk long 

Inuff tel' git'a few clothes tel' strut 'round in. I may be 

wrong but dat eZ mah hones l plnion. 11 

uDe'songs - I member ez:. 

De Ole Ship ob ~ion. 
" Do You Think You' 1·1 be Able tel' tek me Home." 

ttl has bin 'yer fifteen '1' ars en hab wukedonder two Priests 

en -noW wukin under de thLrd. Dey hB.b all bin nice tar me. Hab -

neberhad any trubble wid white peeple en '1outdbe sprlzed how 

. good dey eZ tar me., Dey donlt treat me lak a nigger." 

uEber since I got ms.h freedumen I fore I got dis chuch job, 

Id.unall kinds ob odd ~1obs J wa1 ted on tables, pressin t clothes 

at) anyt1ng else dat kum I long, but sum jobs Wuz small pay but hit 

, , , "l\~," \1 
k$" 'llle '.t.\~ 'V e • 

" '.J)(\)tl' ,t member any slave uprl s1n' s. Our' J?eeple WUZ good ter 

us.", 

3 
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INTERVI~'W 

SCOTT MARTIN 

438 Fifth, Ave. , No. 

1'1' se 90 y f aI'S ole and wuz bawn in slavery in Sumner 

County, Tennessee and I b' long to Marstar Dr. Madison Mar till.::, 

an' mah Misses Mary. And I wuk'd wid de stock an' wuz de 

houseman." 

tlI hab neber been in any truble, neber 'rested en 

neber bin in jail. I knows how ter behave, "but de young 

paeples ob tarday ain' dun rite an dey dont 'mounts ter much. 

Dar am a faw dat am all rita. In de ole days dey war' bettuh 

dan dayez tar-day. De white and black oughar not ma tria. If 

"I has voted two times, but I disremembers who I 

voted fer. ~eber hadnay frens in of'fice en I negr met any 

-of tie Klu Klux men. I did.n I go _ out l#uch en I neber wuz-

kotched wren I -did git out. I heered lots 'bo'.A.t nigger 

uprisin'but dey wuz away off." 

~I b'long ter de Missionary Baptist chuch anI I usetcr 

preach in mah chuch 'ouse en udders w' en called. Once a 

11 a1' I wud be at de Cumberland Riber wha' f en' baptiz;f~ 

cUlled peeples all da'. We usete1' hab camp meetin t in de 

ole days en hab ~ood things tel' eat en I would preach all 

day. I went tel' schul two sessions en den I went to wuk. tt 

"I m.ember de rust street kal' l1ne that run on East 

s1.d. of Cumberland -ftiber ter East end obde ole wood bridge 
'-,7 

settlers lru.1ld. iDe kars wer r pulled by hoss es 

. ' , 
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Interview ~ Scott Martin - continued. 

2' 41 

en' mules. De whites'en blacks mixed tergedder en den de 

law made de whites rid' in frunt en the blacks ln de rear~. 

I think dat wuz rite, but sum db mah ~ace wuz mad 'bout hlt. 

I wuz on a kar ODe day and mules runlq 'way en de ole red 

mule got loose frum de kar en runtd ober a m11e Ifore dey 

ietched him en dey brot '1m ba 'k en de karl pas I on. I 

members de ole L & N Railroad on de East slde. VI'en my folks 

wud ride de t~a1n dey had 'ter hold me tite or I wuld g1t 

'way frum dem en run en hide 'hind sum logs.~ I wuz scarlet 

tel' rlde on de kars. ft 

"Attar freedum de slaves had'n no truble tel' go whar 

dey w~n'. Menny, left but menny stay wid del' ole marsters. 

I stay wid my marster tell he died. I den-kum ani 11b wld 

mah daddy on Lebanon_Road. Atter dat I 1ibed on Gallatin 

Road anI den I kum ter' Nas-hvl11e, an t WUlt wld -pie' and shovel 

on street$, .ewers an' udder jobs. I heered dam sez d~t de 

sla ves wud .-Sit lan', h~ss, money er sump in 'but I neber heerd 

ob nobody glttln nuthin I. Dere wuznot slave fra18ings eroun' 

~har I wuZ. It 

"De fallin' st'ars wuz 'fore mah time, but I'se heer'd 
, ~ 

mah,daddy tole 'bout hit. I 'seld de comet wld hlt shlnnln' 
- -

ta11 an' I .rust b'leevd sumbody put h1t up dere." 

"Good luck sign wuz w'en a stray cat kum ter yo' house 

an' stay ,de~e. Bad luck sign wuz a black kat crossin' yo' 

path in,txruntob yeJ!. _.' TeJ! ke 'p fl'Wn havln t ,de bad luck yot 

back up pas' Vlbar hit crossed yer path en den spit ani yeJ! 

h$.b 110 'bad luck. tt ,. 

, . 

',"', . 
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Interview, scott Marlin - continued. 

3. 42 

"Dem. air ships luk nice but dey ez spoke 'baud in de 

Holy Bible, dat sum day dere wud be fly in , things in de 

airth ani l' think dat dese things am it. be etomobeels kiver 

nuder passag l in de Bible which sez~ de peeple '11 rid' on 

de streets widout hosses en mules. t1 

"Mah fav'rite songs amuI Gwine to Jin6 de Gideon 

Band, fI and *':Ke.epy 0' Lits :Sunnin I. U 

"Ter ole now ter wuk an' mah ha id don' se' m ter' be 

tergedder ani lise gits helps frum de Welfare." 
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INTERVIEW 

ANN MATT HEW S 

719 9th Ave. South 

Nashville, Tennessee 

"I wuZ bawn in Murfreesboro on stones River. I dunno 

how ole I ez en hit meks me 'shamed ter tell peeple dat, but 

mah mammy would hit me in de mouth wten I'd ax how ole I 
, 

wuz. She say I WuZ jest tryin' ter be gro\"{n." 
"', 

nMah mammy! s name wuz Frankie en mah daddy wuz Henry Ken 

Kannon. Don' member much 'bout mah mammy tcept\sha wuz a shott 

fat Indian • oman wid a turrible tempah. She dIed, durin' de war, 

wid b lack me a s le s • It 

lIMah daddy wuz part Indian en c ould.n l t talk plain. W' en 

he go ter de store he'd hab ter put his han' on w'at he want 

ter buy. He d' ed eight months 'fore de Centennial." 

"ourmarster en mlssis wuz Landon en Sweenie Ken Kannon. 

Dey wuz good tar us, en we hadln good things ter eat.n 

"1 member de yankee en Southern soldiers. One day me 

en mah young missis, en sum chll1uns went up ter de road en we 

seted sum'yankee soldiers kumin', I clum'ed on de fence, de 

urthurs run 'way en hid. One ob de soldiers sezs ter me, 

'Lettle girl who wuz dat wid you,t en I sezs, 'Hit WUZ Miss Puss 

en sum ch111uns.' He laughed en sezs, 'You ez brave ain' you?'" 

"Our missis let us go ter chuch. I' long ter de chuch 

ob Christ.n 

"I dunno ob but one slave dat got lan' er nothinl WI en 

freedum wuz 1 clared. We didn't git nuthin at freedum. Mah 

da~dy went back in de woods· en built us a saplln house e,n 
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dobbed hit wid mud. Atter freedum mah daddy went Iway, en we 

chilluns staid in dat house in de woods by oursel's. Dere wuz 

two weeks we didn't see a bit :ob breld. I went up wtat ez called 

de nine mile cut neah Tullahoma, en axed a 'oman ef she would 

2 
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-.".-- ---- She gib me sum meat en bre'd, en tole me ~ let us hab sum breld. 

ter kuru back. I went back home en we et sump'in, en I went back 

ter de lomanls house, she gib me a sack ob flour en a big piece 

ob mid linl me'at. We 1."vUZ skeered, beinl dere I lone so I would 

set up Wile mah briers slept, den lid sleep ~n de daytime. One 

nite sumbody knocked at de ~r en hit wuz mah daddy en he had ..x 
~ 

two sacks ob food, en de urthur chi llunsgot up en we et a big 

meal. tt 

"I useter Iyer de folks talk Ibout de staIrs fallin', but 

dat _ happen' t fore I wuz bawn. tf . 

ttl dldn't go ter schul, mah daddy woulrl.in' let me. Said 

he needed me in de riel wors den I needed schul. I wuz allus 

sassy en -stubbun. I run tway fum mah daddy en kwn ter Nashville •. Y 
I stayed at &,-' SClhulc:ol'.i -Pranklin Pike, run by Mrs. McGatheyo I 

wuz de only CUll ed person dere. Dey wuz good ter me en evety 
• 
Chrismus I would git a big box ob clothes en things." 

"In Manchester de Klu Klux Klan wore' big high hats, red 

har.ttkerchiefs ondere faces en red covers on dere hosses. Dey 

tuk two niggersout ob jail en hung dem ter a chestnut tree.n 

"one nite wI_en I wuz gwine wid mah daddy fum de fiel l home, 

we met sum ob de K.K.K. en dey said, IAin't you out late Henry? 

En Who ezdat gal wid you?' - Mah daddy said, IWe ez gwine home 

fUm,wU:k, en dis eZ mah (.laughter.' Dey said, 'Whar has she bin, 

told dem, t I'd bin InNashville.' 

nita but we didn l t see demo tl 
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"W1 en I wuz in Manche ster I promus de Lawd I wouldint 

dance. But one nite I wuzon de ball floor, dancint fum one 

and ob de room ter de urthur en sumpl in seZs go tel' de dOl al1' 
, 

I didn't go right den en Igin hit' sezs you ez not keepin l yo 

promus. I went ter" de dOl e1' en you could pick a pin off de 

groun t bit WuZ so light. In de sky wuz de prettiest thing you 

ebber seled, so many culors, blue, white, green;, red en yellow." 
~~-

n Since freedum II se wuked wid diffl ent peeple, cookinl en 
• 1 I ~ 

keepinl house. l'se de mammy ob three chill~s. Two ob dem ez 

'way fum 'yer, en I live Iyer wid mall daughter." 

It 0 J.d. songs, I member ez: 

Dark ~ wuz de Ni te • 
I I 11 Live wid Gawd Forever, Bye en Bye. ~ ~ 
Fum dis Earth I go, Oh Lawd, Wla.t Will Ikum ob Me." 

"So yer wan l t me tel' tell you de truf? I think de young 

peeple . eZ nothin t • Dey think dey eZ smaht. Most ob de ex-slaves 

:J:' se knowed has cooked en nUB sed , done laundry wuk; wuked in 

fiells en difflent things." 

uI t se neber voted en hab neber paid any t tention tel' de 

niggers gittinl ter vote. Don t t bab any frena in political, 

office. Canlt member any ta.les er signs." 

ttl donlt bl leeve in dese mixed white and black families en 

bitshouldnlt be t lowed.n 

"Duri:r:lIS lavery de White folks didn't want de niggahs ter 

sing en pray', but dey would turn a pot down en meet. at ~ de pot 

in de nite en sing en pray en de white folks wouldnttlyer dam." 

nEt' a slave dIed de white folks woultinl t let no body set 

-de-body' cept de niggers ob datplantation, but urthur 

attar dark,,-'set uP en den slip ba,ek tar 
t ' f_ 



"Wten I useter go ter camp meetin' dey had big dinnahs en 

spreadh1t on de groun l • Dey preached, sung, shouted en 

eve I ybody had a good time. tt 

"Fum de camp meetin' s dey would go ter de wharf en baptize. 

Dey would tie handkerchiefs 'roun dare haids. WI en dey wuz 

dipped under de water sum ob dgm would kum up shoutin l • n 

, , , 
.it TALE 

One time de pr'eacher wuz in de river fixin' ter baptize a 

man. Eve l ybod:y WUZ singint ole time 'ligion. A loman sung, 

ttl don t lak dat thing t hind you." Bout dat time de pahson en 

de udder man se I d an' alligator. De parson seZ s, "-No-By-God 

I Donrt Either." He turned de man loose -en day both run tway. 

4 
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INTERVIEW 

REV. JOHl~ MOORE 

809 7th Avenue So. 

Nashville, Tennessee 

"I Wuz bawn in Georgia (exact time not known) en mah 

mammy WtiZ half Indian en mah daddy a slave. Both ob dent 

owned by WiIll's1n Moore. Sum time atter dat Marster Moore 

sold mah daddy en den de Moore Sistuhs looked atter me en 

wuz allns good ter me. " Lawdy , dey wuz good white folks. n 

uDurin t slavery times de slaves would hab ter git f\m1 

dare marster a pasl 'fore dey could visit dare ownpeep1e on 

• !' 

de uther plantations. Efln you had no pass you would git in 

t~ouble_ef caUght-wid out one which a11us ment a go~ whuppin' 

wten dey returned. - At dat -time manny slaves would run -'way en 

bide in caves en m.enny- ob d em would go by de tt ondergroun I 

railroad" ter canada whar slavery wu~ not recognized. tt (The 

undex'ground ~a1l:road consisted of- hiding- places throughout the 

stata1!.:to Canada and the slaves would make the trip under cover 

from sts,tion to station.)' 

l'De slaves would slip out at nita ter private meetin's en 

_ turn a pot bottom up on de groun t en leave a little hole under 

hit so de sound ob dere talkin' would go onder de pet en no one 

wOUld 'year whut dey wu.z talkil'll I bout. 

t'tDeex-slaves ob de pet'tar 0 las s did vote en de white 

pe.ples't;u.ekWld de good OUll ad folks. I donI member now Ibout 

tBell1on." 
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"Atter freedum de: slaves wuZ 'lowed ter stay on de 

plantation en 'lowed tar farm en gib half dey made. Atter 

.. ,.slavery I useter wuk fer fifty cents en git a peck ob meal, 

three pounds ob bacon en a quart ob syrup~ which would last 

a week. 1I 

nDe Ku Klux Klan's plan wuz ter whup all white er 

cuI' ad peeple dat didn't stay at home en support dere 

fami lie s but would run 'roun en live a bad life. W' en de 

Klan .would be passin' through de slaves woulQ call dem 

ghost us." 

"one ni te mah br' er en me wuz s leepin t in de dining 

room. Sumpin woke us an we seed sumpin' dat kuru through 

de yard en got hold ob sum blocks. Dat thing didn l t hab 

no haid en didn t t hab no tale en looked lak hit wuz backin' 

uP. on all four legs. Nex mawnin' we could fin' no tracks 

ob whuteber hi twuz en de gate wuz also fasened." 

"Dis young peeples I cardin' tar de Bible ez on de broad. 

road ter ruin. Dey think dey eZ as good as de white peeple 

but dey eZ classed as niggahs in mah eye8.u 

tt Caint member any· ob de o1e song snow. It 

2 
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Andrew :Moss * 88 .Au-barn Streets 
Knoxville ,Tennessee 

, , , 

410OPw2 Page-I-' r 

tlOne tiug dat's all wroIlg wid diS. world toda,y," according to Andrew 

Moss,aged negro, as he sits through the winter days b~fore an OTIen grate fire 
~ 

in his cabin,with his long ,lean fingers clasped. over his crossed knees, "is 

dat dey sin no 'prayer ,grounds t. Do;"n in Georgia what I was 'born, -dat was 'way 

back in I852,- us colored folks had preyer groUtlds. Ml l-Iammy I S was a ole -
twisted thick-rooted musca.d.ine tush. She'd go in dar a.nd pra,y for deliveronce 

of de slaves. Some colored folks cleaned 'out kDee-spo~s in de cane breaks.Cane 

you know, grows high and thick, and colored folks co11ld hide de'seves in dar, 

an nolpd3" ·c·ouJ.d see an pe ster em. U 

"You see it was Jes like dii.. Durin' de war, an befo de war too, white 

folks make a heap 0 fun of de c,olored·folks for alitillle prayin. Sometime,sB.Y, 
, . 

you Was a sla~ en you git down to prE'Y in de field or lu de side of de road. 

ihite'Yarster come 'long and. see a slave on his knees.He say,kW'Aat you prliin l 

tbout?" An you say, 'Oh,Marster I'se jes prayin' to Jesus cause I wants to gc;> 
. . , '. }. . 

to Heaven when I dies.' .An Marster sa,y, I Youse my negro.I git ye to Heaven.Git 

up off'n.your kriees.' De white folks what owned slaves thought that when dey 

go to Heaven de collored folk's would be dar to wait on em. An ef 'n it· was 

.A.'~~,~~Dlet· rlO~t he say too.uihat you :0 rain , 'bout?' You gives de same 
'-'j, / 

's~~n;~. i;he ~,It WeIse gwine save you."eg~in' to set you free.You wants 
." " ~ ;' . : .' :" ': ," ,:-) " " 

'tCl btl' free ,dontyou1' 'Yes,s1r,:S.oss !f. twell den, Yank say t come go 'long \"lid ..... 
• '. ':~. . .;.': :'~.~~':. ~ I ' T ...;, 

lJle~ • 4in no use keep say-in' , please s£r :Bo&~ .r"ll hE\we to arsk my Master." 

lEUJk",:~;;~';;~~;;':;~ti ;et?.n IMa~~ter; You'/~~~tgot 'no Marster. We;' s set tin1 you 

." t'i : ,- \ .~ .' :" 
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~drew Moss-ex-slave Page-2-

" Sometintesdty takes 8\\ tie a rope 'round you, and they starts rim n' 

off but dey d~nt go too fast so you walks behind. Sometimes 'long comes 

ana ther Yank on ~J. har~e C'n he arsk. 'Boy ·ainyau tired?' 'Yessi r :Bos! J 'iell 

den you gi t ~ here behind me end ride some. t Den he wrap de ro~;e all t round 

de saddle horn.Wrops anc1.l'Jrops, but leaves some slack.But he keepe ~rou tied,sols 

you wont jump do~n and run a.way. An many I s de time a prayin' negro got took off 

like dat, and. want never seen no more. II 

, / . 
II ''-aurse ef In you goes wid em,you ' member your trainin' ~~.nd 'fore you 

leaves de field, you sta'cks your hoe nice. like you was qui ttin' de days work. 
, 

Dey learned the little 'uns to do dat, soon's dey hegins to work in de fields. 

Dey had little hoes, h.e..ndles 'bout (le size of my arm,for de little fellers. 

I 'V~ walked many a. mile, when I was a 1i ttle feller, up aDd down d.e rows, 

follow1n t· de grown folks, an chopping wid de hoe 'rourid de cornel'S whar de 

earth wa.s soft so de li ttle.J.Ils c01.Ud hoe easy. Whoopee 1 Let dat dinner horn 

blow, and ev-y body stacks dey hoes, nince,neat stacks standin up, and starts 

to rtm'~. Some eats in del. own caoins t but dam what eats at de big nouse, sets 

down ata long table, and. gets good grub tao.' Evy night, our Marster give 

uS~vyGlne a &la.eso whiskey ~Dat 's to keep off decease. Mornins I we bad. to 

all dri#,: 1;8.;r water. for de seme pur:90se .Dat want' so tasty.II 
, -j:\ ., ," 't\' ~ ... " '. .:,~ ," 

"14': Mal'ste.r' s n~e was George Hopper .Dat mau paid taxes on more In 
,'" ,--1" '" 

tW9'",'.thf:?)l.~;~e8.9:r."Pf land. in two c01,l.nties. I 11yed in 4em two counties. Was 
. •. y- ,;" _.' ,.",'" .' 

b;;-n"'JJ;I.,".~il~~.S ~$irat~edill,Lin;91n vounty,Georgia. We called it de middle-

,,;!~,:o,;'¥M,~t;;,~.l16!er.;~~ ... rry,~ots of folks Q.idnt. dey jes took up wid I 
Que tmot~r;~ Mafs~rllppper had,fi V'~, .. children by my grandmother. ~he was his ., 
.,": ~'l. I(;~ ";.: :'.~~."{." ~ "'. I, .:;-., :~,- ",.' .:. '.' . . ", .' ~'-""'-l-~ ". 

~~~t.l~~~~<JH:,!!,:.~~~he 9f1tf~r\~; wll,en AS died he.wille~ ~ran all dem 

<'<it~~l;.ff.~~l!i~ e~tp.. d.Ea;War~lLt br~e, out .• 

~J,~~,·.:;t.l9(·G ount. 
',' '-:1";,.:: ~"'''''': ':":~ " ~'~' :j:_ I.t)·, . \ .. 
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Andrew Moss-ex-slave. Page-3-

He done broke den. One day my uncle, he was t~le colored overseer, he went to 

Danbury, six mles from whar we lived at, and he paid $5 for a pound of 

coffee •. Dat was befo de Nort1"l. whugped de South, and dey had 'n killed-down de 

money value for de South. 1I 

"Ta.lk about hard times! We see 'd em in dem days, durin' de war and 
:', 

7 

most spec ially after de ~urrender'rFoiks dese days dont know what trouble looks 
.-' . 

like. We wes glad to 
. :.P 

eat ash'¥-cakes and driak parched corn and rye 'stead a 

Vaffee.I've seed m.y grandmother ~o to de smoke house, al:d scrape up de dirt 

whar de meat had dre~ped, and take ~t to de house fer seasonin. You see, both 

armies fed off'n de white folks, and de;y ·cleaned out dey b~rns and cellers and 

smoke houses when dey come. One time l when de Yanks v:as on de way to Au~:usta, I 

was pick111g,~p chips to make tt ... e supper fire,when I see'o em comin'. I hit it 

out from dar and hide behind two little hills down by de big spring. After 

awhile my brother f.il.ld me and he tell me to COJle on ·back to the house and see 

dam white men.s~. dance. De Yanks kepi comin ' and dey. eat all ;light.By daylisht 

tt£.y was tp.rough marchin pa.st." 

II An den cOI:!e de liellils. irnen dey come we had five-thousand bushel of 

corn, one-hundred head 0 hogs, three-hundred and :fifty galons of sjrup 'en 

sech. I88n dey left, they took an set fire to evything, to keep it away 
y 

the Yanks, 'aimin to starve em out 0 dat country. Datls whet de/done. 
dam 

of~"M¢ Reb,S was mean as the Yanks. And dat was bein' mean. Some caLed 

f, de Yanke, 1(I.e Hornets I, 'cause ~ dey fight so. Take a Yank an he'd fight 

acrosta bl$z sa.w. and it circlin' fifty mile a minute." 

n Vat time when the Yanks was goin t to Augu~ta, an !. went to 'black r.cry 

,;~arsterls bpoJ,~h~'d give.us a two-cent'peice, big as a quarter- for boot 

.'\ ,bl~)rin,tI!:-8ay,Ip,~~~e,:r who is dem soldiers?' An he say to me, l.J.)ey's de Yankees, 

,;~:p~ tp, try tq,~e,l:O:t1i~$ from me~' ~ I sq,lILooks like to me Marster, efln 
.. :'~' ...:...·~, ... ,t .. : .. - :."'. :~'''.;.: " _,",\ .:.~.~~:{.:. ':,".;".''1.:'', t'; ",.; .. ' ." 

. . " . .. _ ~ t, fif 

to t~ us;Q.er'.d. ~rsklou fer us .. ' Marster lS1.l&hed and say, t]aylDem 
.. ,,\" 
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'all,,~e)'t~ltint wid ~a.nnons. I 
. . ' '"':',,.' ':.. . ..... :.: .. _ ...... _ .. ,":':'~"" ,:.. .. :' ............. ·.:...c.·.·,.·~.:·.·,::.·.,~,·,,:{·1: ~ .. ~.~ ;~3.rJiji·:'~.,~~·}~~;·;:-i;~·:,~i~ ":,~~/: .:',; >:;:" .;:-.. :-.- ,;~.;, :;~.!: ;:'.... ::::, ~ _ .. _ __ 



Andrew Moss-ex-slave. ·Page-4-

----, 
Did you know that a white woman shot de first cS.nnon dat was ever fired in de / 

S # A state 0 Georgia? he was e Yankee c.olonel's wife,dey say, named Miss nna,I 

dun no the rest 0 her name. She wants to be de first to fire a cannon she say, 
befo 

to set t11e negroes free. Da twas ,.f¢f,' de war, begin. De roar of dat cannon 

roas in folkes ears for more'n five days an! nights. " 

Uncle Andrew gave a litcle grunt as he lifted himself out of his chair. 
-

His little frame seemed lost in the broa,y,boUldered lumber jacket t~:lat he wore. 

He h~d laid aside the. Paper sack from which he had been eating, when the visitor 

came, and removed an old stocking cap from his head. When the visitor s1lgiested 

that he keep it on, as he might cr:tch cold he re'clied,III dont humor myself none. 1I 

The sunlight fell upon his he8.d and shoulders a.s he stood, to steady himself on 

hi s feet. Traces of his ancestry of Indis.n blood .-one of his grand.fat~lers was 

a Cherokee J.ndian,- were evident in his features. His skin is ,je'c-black, bu,t his 

forehead high and his nose straight. wi th nostrils only slightly full. There was 

dignity in his bearing and beauty in his face,V'lith its heIo of cotton-white 

hair and beard,cut short and neatly parted in the middle of his chin. 

, 
Walking about the rool1l,he called the visitors Rttention to family por-

i 

trai ts on the' walls. Some were colored crayons t and a few; ere cnlare::ed s:nR-P-

shots. Proudly he pointed to the photograph of a hUge-sized Negro IDan.apl)srently 

in his thirdes, and. said, "He was our first comins 1 .Reckon he took after his 

great granddaddy, mo was eight feet tall and weighed twe-hundred and. fifty 

pounds. That man's arms was so long, when dey hung down by his side. his fingers 

was below his knees. btis grandfather was free-l)orn.:w~ father,Dave Mos~, he was 

sold three times.l1e had twenty-five children. But he,hai two wives. As I 

aforesaid, folksdidnt always marry in dem days,jes took U) wid one another. 

My mother ':was histitle-wtfe. J3y her. he jeshad me and my two full-brothers 

an onesi'ster.: My'mother died two yearsa.f'ter -\e were My father give my 

mvgr~nibn,other.J'es gi va' ar te 'er." 



Andrew Moss,ex-sl~ve page-5- " ;: 

" How come I live in Knoxville. I was a young :t!lC'n. when I stcrted off 

from Georgia, aimin to go over de mountains to Kentucky whar I heard dey pay 

good wages. I stopped in Camp bell country, Tennessee wid another feller. an! I 

see'd a pretty g~.l workin' in de field. An I s8y's,I'm goin' to marry dat gal. 

Sho 'nough me an he!' was married in less dan six months. Her Marster buiH~ ~.1_~ 

[:. lab house £.nd we lived dar 'till we come to Knoxville,Tennessee. Now. all 0 

I<l. ~ 
ID¥ boys is dead.:Ev'Y one 0 em worked for Mr .peters ( Peters and Bradley 1i'lour 

Mills, of Knoxvi1le~- and. dey all died worin' fer" him. ~o Mister~'illie, he 

SE--Y he gwine let me live here. in de compalW house, the rest a my days." 

The four room frame house stands near A creek· at the dead end of a~ 

alley on which both whites and regloes live.The huge double bed ,neat~y made, 

stands between two v;indov!s from v:hich there is an uhobstr~cted view of the 

highway traversinlf; north and soutl1 thiough nort"nern Knoxville, several blocks 

away from Andrew's home. "I jes 18.y down on det -bed nights ann watch them 

autimobiles flyin by. Dey go Blipl Bliptalld Blip! Au I say to my self, ,W~tch 

them foolsl ' Folkes ain got de sense dey's born wid.Ain smart like dey used 

to be.An times ain'sood 1i1(e dey was. Ef'nit hadnt been for some of dem crazy 

fools, ac tin up and smarty I me an my "ife' d be gi t tin fuFybe F! hun' ered. ~n I 
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more dollars 8 month, 'stead 0 tIle fifteen we gits 'tweF'n us for ole' age help. 

They fd ought tc let Rosevelt ['llane.An its his own folks a,s is fitinl 'im.Re is 

a big man even ef he is a Democrat. I'm a Republican though. Voted my first 

time for Bla.ine." 

"Yes I votes sometimes now, when dey come 6it~§.,me. An befo I got sick, 

I would ride the stree.t car to town.An I goes down to de Court House, and when 
, 

I see dem cannons in deyard I cain keer from cryinl. My wife arsk me what lIlE'.ke 

me go look at dem cannon ef In dey mekes me cry.An I tells her I ¢,.If c!'Y'bout 

de good and de bad times dem can;;on bringed us.But no Cannms or nothin' else I 

seems like going to bring back de good old times.:su.t I dont worry 'bout all dese 

to de Good :Book's promise. weepin 1 may endu.re for a' night, 



Andrew Moss,ex-slave 

den come joy in de mornin. An I knows dat de day's soon come when I goes 

to meet my folks and my Lord an Marster in his Heaven, whar dey ain no more 

weepin. t 

1## 

.. I , 

.' ~. 



4100:24 

SUBJECT- EX-SLAVE STORIES 

Aunt Mollie Moss 
=11= 88- Auburn Street, 
Knoxville ,Tennessee 

page-I-

.... 

There is no street sign or a number om: Bny of the ra."11shackled frame 

cottages tnat seemingly lean with the breezes, first one direction, then an-

other, along the alley that wind's through the city's northernmost boundary 
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and stops its meanderings at the doorstep of "Uncle Andr~ Moss" and h.is "dfe, 

"Aunt Mollie~1I 

The City Directory of Knoxville,Tennessee officially lists the Moss 

residence as =11= 88 Auburn Street. It rests ~on its foundations more substan-

tially, and is in better ke:::-1t condition than its nei6hbors. In lieu of a 

II!regSlar" house number, the aged negro couple have placed a rusty automobile 

lisence tag of ancient vintage conspicuously over their door. It is tileir 

jesture of contempt for their nearest white neighbors whO tl dont seem to care 

whedder folkses know ,';har dey lib an ITlB_ybe don wants em to.1I 

As for Aunt Mollie, she holds herself superior to all of her neigh-

bors. She "Ain got no time for po white trash nO'l':ay." ,She shoo'ed two little 

tow-headed white girl s- from her doorstep with her broom as she -;tood in her 

door and watched a visitor ap'()roach. II G'wan way frum here now,can be bodder 

wid you chillun messin ups my front yerd.Take yo tinge an go on back to yo 

own place J 11 

"Date way dey do, II she mUlllmled as she lead the visitor inside the 

cott8€e,through the dining-room and kit~hen into the livine;-room end bedroom. 

IIDonkl1OW what I gWine do when come SUIDiller time.Keeps me all time lookin out 

for dem chilluns. Dey's dat troublesome. Brings trash in on my flo vdla.t I jes 

scoured, anmu.sses 'roun, maybe tryi'n' to' steal. su.nipin an me watchin em too. 

Dey wasl'l:tt~hed ~e:r:.s an 'l»ltioX' in oClder folkses houses like what!. I lJar." 
, ,;t;. ~' ' ., '.>; .~ < ,'. 

, _'- '.'~.:,.: .. ;.:" C,:-'. ., ~ ~:;'>''':,:,,_<i!'.~,t~~.<,::,,\ ,,'r 



EX-slave stories page-2- 5U 
Aunt Mollie Moss, 
#: 88 Auburn St,Knoxville, Tenn 

When Aunt Mollie learned that it was to henr her story of how she was 

trained in menners and behaviorism, that the visi tor had. come, and to hear 

something of her recollec tions of slave days, hel~ belligerent mood vani shed. 
()t:;. 

The satisfied rD8nner in which she drew up chairs before the fire, t~)-{~ a pinch 

of snuff ami settli'ner skirts, indicated that was going to be quite a session. 

She leaned her elboVJs on her lr ..... 'Ylees, held her hea.d between the palms of her 

hands and. fumbled in her cloudy memory to gather a few facts to relate. 

Ilnnle Andrew,tne more intelligent of the two, and qUick to seize Uljon 

his on1)ortunity,began his rt".JIliniscences immediately, saying "Honey, wait nor-," 

when his ,dfe tho"..l.ght herself -i':ell organized to talk, end frequently brol\:e into 

his ne.rrati ve .IIWait untell I gi ts througi: .Den jOU Can talk." Aunt Mollie would 

fro'Ml and grunt,mumble to herself as she rocked back and for·til in her chair. 

She pulled the two long braids of br07>l1 silky h,,':'r, stre:::ked i'.i th white, And 

tied at thE ends ,..-ith cotton strinfs. She slJat vigorolJ.sly into "he fire,k€;~ot 

mu.tteri rg and. shufflirit-~ her feet, :·.hich wer.Q'encased in men' E ::, [108S. 

At last it carne Aunt Hollie's turn to talk war-times.Ui:lcle Andrew,well 

pleased pith his recital, rG·~:.i..l'ed to his' corner by the hearth and. listened 

h-ardly" - <"...iter first vIa.ruing: the visitor in a gentle u .... ld8rtone, th&t"j·Jy 

wife she ain got IlIUCh mew1ry cUl she don heer good." Aunt !.Iollie1s rambling 

reminisct-;Hces backed uIJ his statement. She began. 

n Reckon I mus be f bout eighty-two, three year old. I dunno exac tl". 

Ef I knowed whar to find em, deys some my white foIkes lib in dis to~n.Sean like 

I can 'member dey names. I b1longed to Ma.rster Billy Cain, and was raised on 

his'fann in Campbell county,Tennessee. Oh,'1x:lut six,seven mile from Jacksboro. 

Wish I could go back dar some time. Ain been dar sence me an Hoss married an 
~'." . 

50:ne lOOre years it: a. log cabin he built for us. We was 

Cleveland wa..s ' lee ted pres i-dent • In 1885 did 



Aunt MollieSMoss- 'I 

188 ~lurn t ,Knoxville, :t;enn. 

you say ? Well, reckon you I re right. lain hPd no schoolin an I Can 'member 

lot sot ings I used to knoW."_. 

"Billy Cpin worked me in de fields. An his wife Miss·Nancy say she 
a 

gwine stop it. 'cause I was so pretty she fraid somebody came st~l me. 1I Aunt 

Mollie 1uried her face in her apron and. had a good laugh. "Jey ic"lid I was 

de prettie~ girl any~hars about.Had teeth jas like pearls.Whoops~Look at em 

now. Ain got" 'nuif left to chaw wid. You notices how right-complected I is? 

~!y own father was a full-blooded Cherokee indian. De Yanks captured him an 
~ 

killed him." 

n I was hoein in de field dat tinle Moss c om 'long and. see me rmd say 
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he grine marry me. An,jes like he tell you, we was married in less dan six months. 

We been liv1;n togedder evy 8ince and we gits along good.We have had blessins' 

and got a lot to be thankful for. Could have more to eat sometimes,but we gits 

along someways.1· am a good cook. Miss Ntmcy she teached me all kinds 0 c ookin, 

puttin up berri.es,Il18kin pickles andbpJcill bread a:""o. cake an evy'ting. Her ole 

man Cain give us good grub dem days .Monday mornins~ we' go to de CEins to git 

- rations for de week. Dey gib us three pounds whee.t, a :peck 0 meal, a galon 0 

molasses, two :pound 0 lard, two pound 0 brov,n sugar, rice an eVY'ting. I use to 

have plates an china whi te folks bib me. White woman corne one dc.y, say. she wan 

bajt 'em. Took plum night all I had.Did'n pay me rnu.ch 0 no thin , ei ther." 

"Yes ,Lord. I does 'member 'bout de war. I've see'd de blue an Itte seead 

_ de- grey. In 1862 I see' d de. soldiers formin' in 1 ine . I was a great big girl. 

Dam swords glieen' like stars. Can 'member whar dey was goin dat time .. But I 

~n !orgit de times soldiers come foragin .. Dey got all dey wanted, too ,Hep' 

dey sef.'san dontpay fqr it, never. Soldier see a chiqken go under de house, 

ltie.ploPclOJrn and shoot t a)'ld den call me to crawl und~r de house and fetch it. 

:.~~~ff .. f~~:.M"1!1f)bv-rietiher head •. j.nlleraprQnagail1 and laughed lik:e a child. , 

I 
I 



Aunt. ¥ollie Yoss-ex-slave 
11= 88 ~ lnrn St. t Knoxville, Tenn. 

!age-4- . 
" 

II IP-lly Cain, he was bruda.er-in-Ia\'; to Old Townslee, who lived on a 

plantation in Al fl.1:ema. Hov, come my mother was gi ve to C8.1n an COl:le, to 

Tennessee, WeS one mornin' Old Tovmslee rode his horse out under a tree to 

blow up de slaves .Blow de horn :lOU k:::10V'l, to call 'em to 'work. Some body shot lim. 

11.10g·ht off hl"S hor~eo It da k If' da I" 't "."1' t d a. - was so r. are y l~:!l , allll cm.l.Ldn see an ey 

never did find out who shot lim. Heap 0 white folks hE.ci enemies dem days. So 

de sla.ves he owned Wc:S divided munxt his chilluns. 11y mother was one of nine 

v 
dat come to l3:iny ein da,t way. II 

"Ta~k 'bout your shootin jes t for devil!i1ent. Lemme tell you I bout old 

man John Wynn.Hcllive do..,m dar 'bout ten mile fro;.]. whar Moss lived ..,:hen he ",reS 

1 
It 

a boy.I've heard em tell it many a time. Dey sey John Wynn hB"d 185 slaves. 

E ' " . t G W h' .. , b' ''''.::, 01..1 h h d f t d V'.f tlIIle 1 ~ome eo rge as lng 1.1011 S lrt.l.l.l.iJ;'y, (1 ynn e a a eas an 

invite all de slave!!He celebrate~l he say. He seta a long. to. Ql.e wid all 

kind good ticgs to ea.t. An he cOilllt de sla-ves,Bo's to' be sure dey all come. 

t . 
den he d take an pick out one and shoot him! Den he say,IINow youse &1 

can go'head an ea.t.Throw dBt niggertstElEl an we bury im in mornin'." Anci he 

we~ks off to de big nouse. No! He wesnt d,rubk. Jes de debil in tim. Well, 

he shot te~, twelve, maybe thirty dat wey.An den de mllte folks hanged lim to 

a tree.Hanged 1m ttwell he was good and dead,dey did." 

"Now foIkes can 'joy dey victuals wid sech gOiL'S on. De sleves sit so's 
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dey scared to hear de bell ring. I Don' know what it; iilean.h!aybe deatil,nla"be fire, I 

maybe nudder sale 0 some body. Gwi ne take 1 em way. BJ.t when de bell ring dey had 

to come .Let dat ole bell ring and de woods was full 0 negroes.Me., be 500 hundred 

.ceme from allover date county." 

Aunt Mollie WaS heginning to ramble emd bab ble inc ohe ren tly t her Jremories 

ewnand the experienc$,s of others all confused in her mind. When she had 

···f$~1shed a story about how one 'of the slave women,"bust de sk:o.ll" of the 

she was m..&s:1n a sick baby ail f he tell her she got 

\ 
I 

) 
i 
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Aunt Mollie Moss, 
I 88 Auburn Street, 
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to git out in dat field an hoel! and the gory deta.ils of mat the shovel did to 

the t'ihite marster's head. it was time for the visitors to close the ,interview. 

:Both Uncle .Andx'ew and Aunt Mollie follolfJed the visdltor t() the front 

,door. and wished he'!, "All de luck in de world. An thank you for comin' An 

come see us agin.mdder time. 1I 
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INTERVIEW 

ANDY ODELL 

1313 Pear 1 street 

Nashville, Tennessee 

nI wuz bawn east ob Spring Hill, Tennessee. I dunno 

in VITI at 1" ar, but I wuz ~ full, grown man wl,en I wuz freed. 

(This will make him about 96 years olii.). I wuz an onlies t 
, , > 

chlle en I nebber knowed mah daddy. Mah mammy wuz sold tway 
-

fum me. She matied a man named Brown en dey had seven 

chillun. lI 

nAt rust I I longed ter MarsterJim Caruthers. WI en 

bis d,a,ughter mat ied Fount Odell, I wuz willed ter her en 

den mah marsters WUZ Fount en Albert Odell who wuZ brIers. 

Ma.b white fQUts let us go ter chuch. I b l leeves in de Baptist 

lliglon. I pebber knowed any slave dat had- ter hide ter sing 

er pray. I members de oomet en bit wuz a stat r wid a long 

tall en looked lak hit wuz burnin'. De sta I rs fell I fore I 

wuz bawn." (The stars fell in 1833). 

"We had ter bab_passes en if you didn't bab one, you 

.got whupped. Mah marster let me go ter chuch wid! out a 

pasa. I members de Klu Klux Klan but dey nebber bothered 

me, tho I 11e~tU a lot Ibout dam. Dey called damselves 

"whi te caps" en said d,ey wuz rl te fum de grave. W I en a slave 

got whupped hit wuz cose dey disobey dare white folks en de 

overseer wbu.pped dam. I though mah wbi te .folks wuz aWful mean 

tel' mes'tlll1tlme. t1 ' 

~l.lIl~b1Jer ,b 1 leeved ~n ghos l but bab lea rd lots 'bout dam. 

C::*'!j;;t;~,~ c.f:;)~ri"J·I'J;$ia ti'1db t;, le$ve Ih d.:em back 1 n d em times. u s~~ 

6() 



sing a lot but I dunno names ob dem now. I dunno w'at ez gwine 

ter 'kum ob dis young crowd. I aho don't think diff1ent culers 

oughter mal rie. De ]"awd didn't mean fer hit ter be dun. Dunn 0 

ob any slave 'risin' s in Virginia er any uther place. Don t t 

member now de tales en sa.yint ob de ole times." 

"Member well w' en de war broke out en how dey ha.d big 

dinners en marched 'round ovuh de fiells, gittint ready fer 

de war. I had a br' er kilt in de war' en mah mammy got a 

lettle money fum lim. Also member dat wlen_mah mammy got de 

money she bought me a hat. U 

"I doni t git nuthin at f'reedum en I dunno ob any slaves 

glttinl any land er money. I know dat Wi en we wuz freed Marster 

Albert called us slaves in en said, "You all ez as free as I ez, 

but you can stay tyer en wuk fer _me efl n you want ter.1I I stajd 

wid lim a good wIlle atter freedum. n 

1I Since freedum I hab plowed, hoed, cut wood, en wuk'd in 

quarries pecking rock. Hab nebber wukld in town fer I dunno 

de things. 1 bout town. I hab voted .almost evety elections·ince 

freedwn I ti 1 dese last few ye ars. I hab had two· frens in office 

but both ez da'd now. I uster think fomen shouldn't vote, but I 

guess hit ez a1ri 1 te. 

2 
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INTERVIEW 

LAURA RAMS~Y PARKER 

715 Gay st. 

Naaav1l1e, Tennessee 

UI'se 87 ylars ole. Wuz bawn in slavery. Wu.z freed 

wten de slavery stopped. Mack Ramsey wuz mah marster en 

he wuz sho good tel' his slaves. He treated dem as human 

bein's. Wren he turned his slaves 'loose"he S1b dam no 

moriey, ·but gib dem lands, clothin I en food I til dey could 

brang in dere fust crop. Ms. daddy rented a strip ob land 

'til he wuz able tel' buy de place. He lived- on de same fer 

menny Y'ars." 

"~Wren I wuz oleeI"nuff I wuz taught tel' spin en weaVe 

I bucum -de nuss tel' -de marster' s onlies t chile. - Soon atteI' 

I wuz fl'eed, I went tel' Wisconsin, but only wuz dere tel' 8 

yf 81', den I kum back tel' Tennessee en Nashville. I settled 

in di.s house en l'se bin livin' in hit tel' ovuh fifty y'ars. 

Dere wuz no utheI' houses 'round 'yeI' at de time. I own de 

place. Hab wuk'd all mah l1.fe seem tel' me. . At one time I 

wuz a chambermaid at de Nicholson House now de Tulane en 

later 'kum a sick nuss, a seamstress, dressmaker but now I 

pieces en sells bed quilts. I does mah own housekeepin l en 

wsshin I • tt 
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"I don't member now, very much f bout de Ku Klux Klan. I 
--

do member dat one nite dley passed OUI' home en I grab'ed a 

shotg ... en said de. t I wuz gwine tel' shoot dam af dey kum on 

place. I membera de Battle ob Murfreesboro, but I'se 



- 2 -

got no membrances ob any slave uprisin t • n 

HI think very lettle ob de younger ginerashon. Dere I s 

many things ter day dat should be changed., "but lise Iyer 

en canlt do nuthinl ter change hit. I's minrin mah own 

business. I puts mah faith en trust in Gawd's han's; en 

treats mah nabars right; en lives honest. I 'longs ter de 

Christian Chuch, but don't wanrter"be called a "Campbellite. tI 

"De songs I members ez: 

Am I a Soldier ob de Cross. 

Am I Bawn tar Die? 

'Tis rLlgion Dat Can Gib." 
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INTERVIEW 

NAISY REECE 

710 Overton st. 

Nashville, Tennessee 

If I wuz bawn in slavery, in Williamson County, guess 

lIse 'bout 80,y 1 ars ole. Think I wuz fou' w'en de wah 

stslIted. It 

ffMah ma.rnm:yen daddy wuz MallY en Ennock Brown." 

"Ma~,m1ss18 en marstar wuz Polly en Randall, Brown. It 

"Dunno ob any ob OUll fam'ly be in , sold. Wlen freedum 

wu.z df3clall I' we wuz tu'n loose wid nothin'. Mah daddy tuk us' I 

1,-

down in de kuntl'Y, raised crops en made us wuk in defial t • 

"t'se' cooked a lee-tIe fell urthell paeple, but mos t ob 

-mah wuk MS bin laundllY. I d1dn I t go tel' schul ~ch. I 
- -dunno w'st tel' say 'bout de younger gineratshun; dere ez sieh 

a diff'lunce now ta.r w'at hit wuz w-'an I wuz a gil"l. - Dunno 

any tales dat I usat~r 'Year. tt 

"Didn't see any Klu Klux Klan, but I alluz got skeered 

en hid wten weld 'year dey wuz kumin'. I 'long tel' de Baptist 

Ob:ulIch. I nebell want tel' menny camp-meetln 1St but went tel' 

- a·lot ob baptiz ins. tl 

"Mammy tole us how de staIrS fell en how skaered eb.ery-
'- . 

bodJ\got. I saw de long tail comet. tt 

'''Good ll1Ck tel' git up I fore day-lite efrn youer 

el' $ t8.l'·t sum wuk. ff '---
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Interview, Nai", Raece - continued. 

atte!' dark en sweep de di!'t out." 

Songs: III Cou1dn t t Haar Anybody pray." 
It Ole Tima 'Llg1on. tt 
It Cross De Ribar Jordan. rt 

If I f se neber voted, en hab neber had any frens in 

office. Nebel' knowed nothln' 'bout de slave ma!'t er de 

, s true tshun days." 

.... ,e,.;" 
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INTERVIEW 

MILLIE SIMPKINS 

11 BLACK MAMI E" 

1004 10th Avenue, No. 

Nashville, T.ennessee 

i I.claims I's 109 ye1ars ole en wuz bawn neah Winchester, 

Tennessee. Xah marster wuz Boyd Sims en mah missis wuz Sarah 

Ann Ewing Sims. M~ mammy wus named Judy Ewing. en mah daddy 
, I • 

wuz Moses Stephens en he wus "free bawn." He wuz de marster's 

-stable boy en followed d~ races. He run 'way ~n nebber kum 

baok. 

Mah fust miss1s wuz very rich. She had two slave 'omen ter 

dress her· ·evely mawnin' en I brouSht her breakfust ter her on a .... - , 

sllvah waitah •. She wuz ma'ied three times, her seoond hUSband 

wuz Joe Carter en de third wuz Judge Gork. 
- 'S'S 
-.Mah fu~~ m~ffis .. sold me ; kaze· I wuz· stub~orn. She sent·me ter 
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de. nsla~e y~d"aat Nashville.. De yaI'd WlIZ full ob slaves. I stayed 
.!f,', . 

..~-. -

dere two weeks 1 fore mars ter limps on bough.t m~·. I wuz· sold t w.ay f' 

fum mah husband eri 1- nebbsr se~ d l 1m '.gin. I had one chile whioh I 

tWt. wId.me. 

De .s.lave yard. wuz on Cedar Street. A 1lI'. Chandler would bid 

, de, ,slaves otf, b~t ':rere dey' started biddin' you had ter tek all ob 
, : ... ",' . '. .' .., 

,~e,(p;~()~pe$o.t~ en l"oll.tU>lfn de hIll so dey could see datrou dIdll't 
" ,.-.;. ,"', . " ," 

l!~P ~ol?()pe~ b~okell., ersqres on yer. ( I wouldin' tek mine otf). Ef , .. : '-.:' .,.~.' ",,' " . . . . .' , ' 

nobody . 'bid .on you, you, wust.1,lk tel' de slave m~t., en sold. I wuz sold 

4~;~.t . . ~,.'b,~o,P;, q1:)d;em,wu~. s~nt "tel' Mississippi en dey had dere ankles 

'.tasl'endx,$~g~,a.d:e:r;en; ~~".h ... d>.~e:r., ~~. w' 11es de tradahs rid. 
'.: \i!f ".,~~(:::';\t·.:::~ ~3.~'· ..... "';' ".:'_ ' .... ;'.. " <", " .. ;. . , , 

",:!, ,:~: .-:-\ 

.:" '. . , . 
". ,', . '{ " 

,'.. , 

'. ' ; ~ ", ,: .. 
"N. 
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W'en I wuz sold ter marster Simpkins, mah second mistress 

made me a house slave en I wuked only at de big house en mah wuk 

WU8 ter nuss en dress de chilluns en helps mah missis in her dressin'. 

De 'young slaves wUz hired out ter nuss de white chilluns. I wuz 

hired as nuss girl at seven y'ars ole en started cookin' at ten. 

I nebber had a chance ter go ter schul. 

I'm de mammy ob 14 chilluns, seven boys en seven gals. I wuz 

next ter de olest ob four chillun. Mah missis useter hire me out 

ter hotels en taverns. 

Sum marsters fed dere slaves meat en sum wouldin t let dem hab 

a bite. One marster we useter 'yer 'bout would grease his slaves 

mouth on Sunday mawnin', en tell dem ef any body axed ef dey had 

meat ter say "yes, lots ob hit". 

W'en dey got ready tar whup dam dey'd put dem down on a pit 

widout any clothes, stand back wid a bull whlllpen cut debllood out. 

I member de niggers would run 'way en hide out. 

De only fun de young folks had wuz ""en de ole folks had 

a quiltin'. W'ile de ole folks wuz wukin' on de quilt de young 

one~ -"In,,) '.d git in 'nuther room, dance en hab a good time. Dey'd 

hab a pot turned down at de do'er ter keep de white folks fum 

tyearint demo De white folks didn't want us ter l'arn nothin' en ef 

a slave picked up a lettle piece ob papah, dey would yell "put dat down 

you - you wan' t ter gi t in our busines·s. " 

De white folks wouldin' let de slaves pray, ef dey got ter pray 

hit WU8 w'iles walkin ' 'hind de plow .--White folks would whup de 

slaves ef dey 'yeard dem sing er pray. 

I wuz a big girl w'en dey build de Capitol. I played on de 

hill 'fore hit wuz built en I toted blocks fum dere w'en hit wuz 
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bein' built. I wuz livint in Dickson County w'en Fort Donelson 

Wuz ttik. I seed. de rust gun boat dat kum up de Cumberland River. 

I wuz standin' in de Doter wten I setd hit kumin t , but hit didn't 

tek me long ter git back in de back ob de house. I wuz skeered 

dey would shoot. 
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Mah marster run a ferty en atter de gun boat kum up de ribar, 

he got skeered en gib mah ola man de fer'y, en w'en de soldiers 

kum ter tek Fort Negley he set dem 'cross ae river. 
f t , 

A man at Ashland City dat made whiskty would hab Mr.Simpkins 

bring a load ob logs up ter Ashland City en den bring a load ob 

whiskey down en hide hit so de Yankeewwould'nt git hit. 

Mah marster had a fish trap at de mouth ob Harper en w'en de 

gun boat pass~d dey shot throt de trap. 
, . 

I wuz right 'yerw'en de Civil wah wuz gwin on, en de-soldiers 

wuz dressed up .en be~tin' de dDlUD.8. 

t'\ 
. No hOf\leYJ we didn'.t git nothin'w t en we wuz freed. Jes druv 

'wSf: widout nothin'. t er do wid. We got in a waggj nen druv t er 

nuther man's plantashun. Mah ole man made -a crap dere.. Sum ob· de 

slaves might hab got sump'in but I dunno nobody dat did. I wuz 

skeered ter op'n man do'er ~tter dark on 'count ob Ku Klux Klan, 

dey wuz red hot. 

I member w'en de statrs fell. I wuz small but de ole folks run 
6. 

dey th1-ot hit out en lokeq at dem, kum back set down en cried, 
1\ 

me'nt de worlt 'wuz kumin t ter an end. 

De peeple wuz skeered w'endey se'd de comet wid de long tail. 
) 

Dey th~,t hit wuz a sign ob wah. 

I'se oOQk.ed evety since I wu~ freed. I stayed in Henry Galbles 

five. long y'ars, en ~inoe t t se had desestrokes hit's broke 

:t}t:tn'Q;onothin' • I 'long tel' de' Methodist OtL.urch.· - I 
., . ". 
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think de young peeples ez turrible, en'dis white en black: mar l 1ags not 

be I lowed. 

De songs I member ez:: 

" Dark wuz de Night".· 

~ Good Ole Daniel". 

lise nebber ~oted but I'se electioneered fer dem. Hab nebber 

had any frens In'office. 

I wuz 'yer w'en Henry Clay en James K. P~lk wuz runnin l • 

I wuz hired at de ole City Hotel ovuh on de river. I wuz d~nlin 

room servant dere. .Mah marster wou~d hab me sing a. song fer him 

'·bout de Dempcrats. . "Hooray de kuntry ez risin'.; rise up en' 

-drown 'ol'e Clay en his pizen~ n I guess ole Clay wuz a right ·go~d 

fellow but he played cards wid de niggers in de c~llar. 
:, . )' '. .. " -

De only thing I ~ber "bout de IS truct-~h~ -time WUz S}llD 
1 -

ob de whi t.esdidn t t wan' I ,de nigge±-,s ter vote. 

I stays'yer: wid mah daughter. Dat_ ez de onlysupp'ort I hab 
-

,since I haP. d.ez·e strokes -en. bin unable ter d'G fer mahse' r. 

t: .; . 

. . ,',.:': 

; . , 
'. . 

.. ~ " . .' 

" .... ;, :.:., '.' . .,.: .. ,"". 
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EX-Slave Stories. 

Subject: Jose,h LLeonidas Star,#: 133 Quebec Place, Knoxville,Tennessee 

If the poetic strain in the Dunbar Negroes of the south is RIl inheri-

tance'and not If just a gift from On Highl] Knoxville,Tennessee's aged negro 

Poet ,-born Joseph 1Jeonidas Star,-but prow,inently known in the communi ty as 

"Lee"Ster,poet,Politician B:id Lodge Man,""'thinks that Georgia's poetiC genius 

paul Lawrence 'uunbar,"maybe took his writinl !=\pells" from him. 

H My grandfather and Paul Lawrence D,mbar'~ lP.§.ndfa;;her was cousins. 

'[e were a much younger man than I am, for I W8.S eighty-one years old the 

twenty-sixth of December,!937. Sol reckon I give it down to my kin-man. But 
I 

it seem to I.ile.t~'1at Poets is just born thataway. poltry is nothint but Truth 
· . .(Y-) 

anyway, f3-nd it' s Truth. ~~ sets us free. .<\nd the. t makes me a free - bo·rn cit izen 

bothways and every ways. T were born free. I were always ha:?p.y-natured· and I 

... expect to die thataway. One ·of my poems is nRmed, "j13e Satis:fied! I and I say in 
- . 

it that if a manls got some thin , to eat, and teeth to bite. he should be 
s 

sa.tfsfied. You ,cant take your good/with you. Old m~n Rockefel,le:x,V'then he died 

-... here aWhile back, went awpy from here 'thout his hat and. shoes. That's the way 

its gofn'tobe with all us, no matter what our color is. u 

tiThe people. 'round here calls me "Lee H Start Etnd I want to tell you, 

··LeeStar is a. free-born man. But of course, thi~J.gs bein l as they ;''Were, both 

my- motherendfe,ther were slaves.That is for a few years. They lived in 

Greenville,Tennessee. My mother-tMaria Guess, WEtS free'd before the arnancination, 

-tlleg6od words of her yoUIl€ white mistress, who told I .u:;.e all when she WaS 

she waiAted • em to set Marie free , 'Cause she didnrt want her 
I -

els'$'s slave-They was )lra,yme.tes you see.My mother 

Was:tr~ed .ff 
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.Joseph Leonidas ,star. 

H When she was a,bout fourteen and my father Henry Dunbar wanted to 

marry he had to first buy his freedom.In them times a slave couldnt ~arry a 

free Id person. So he bought his freedom from his Marster LLoyd Bullen, ~nd ,::) 

good friend of Andrew Jobnson,the presi-dent. My father anI him WG.S friends 

too. So he b9ught his freedom, for just a little of somethinf I disremanber 

what, I cause they didnt a1m to make him b~ his freedom high. He made, good 
, / 

money though.He waS a, carpenter, blacksmit"h, shoe maker and knowed a lot more 

71 

trades. His Master WaS broadhearted, and good to his slAves, and he let fem work 

at anything they want tOt wll.en t.ney was done their part of white folks chore-

. work." 

It Both 1D¥ father end mother was learned in tile shoe makin I trade. uhen 

. they come- to Xmxville to live, and where I was bo-rn, they had -a great big -
". . , 

- -
shoe shop Out thez:e c los~ to where Gover~or Brownlow lived. Knoxville jlust had 

- '., -. '. .... '" .. '.' . 

.. t:tlree stre_ets,two runninfeast ~d -west and one run -north and south. I Jrell 

r~ember whe.n Gelleral B.lrnside come to Xnoxville.T-hat was endurin l the siege of 

' .. ICno~ville. -. :Before- llernarChed his men out to the Bat tIe of fort- Saunders, he 

st-opped his solider 'b.and in front of our Shoe shop and 1iJerenaded my mother 

.. lind fa~~,,;r.I Was a little boy and I climed up on the porch bE'.nnisters and 

,laatthere and liesen' to that music." 

'. " . I remeQib~r= another big man comel.lere ollce when I was a boy and I 

:?!~r;:y,ed 1ih.:e, tran$~e~t t,rade at a little ea,tin I place right where the Atkin Ho-tel 

"~;S;,~O.1V. Jeff, Davis come there to eat, when he stopped over bet~een trains • That 
.), '".\ ... ,.".. '-,. 1.-·, .. ' _':.' • . • ~ 

,:.,'Wa,i\:~:I:8~9.~ ,No, 1. disremem.per what he eat or how'~ behave .He didnt -seem no 
.... ~ .• " i" .".... ','; ".... :,'. :< '... ". 

'. _,". '.... ',' 1 1 _r'.' •• l;' •• n'tI,d~dPt kno'fl. 

:," 
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IIYe~ t I've seen many B. slave in my day. One of my boy playmates was a 

sla ve child. His name is Sam Rogan and he Ii vesnow at the COUll ty p09' "'·ann. 
I' 

I make it a point no", to dwell too much on ::;:icl.ve times.I wes le2,rned different. 

I've had cOiisiderable schoolinl,went to my first scho~l in the old ]'irst 

presbyterian church.My teachers was white folks from the Nor,.h. They give us 

our education and g~ v,e us clothes and tilings sent down here from 'llhe North. 

That wa:s just after the surrender. I did see a terribee 2ight once. A slave 

with cha.ins on him as long as from here to the streeLHe was in an ole I buggy, 

settinl between two white men and they wa~ pasan l through Knoxville. W~ mother 

ana father wouldnt lissen l to me tell' em about it when I got home. And r hope 

I forget everything I ever knowed or heard about salves, cwci sle.ve times." 

Joseph Leoja.idas O;jtar, no louger works at t·i.1e shoemakers trade .He 

writes ,~It-t poetry-and lives leisueely in a three room frame. shanty,i_n a 

row of shabijier ones that face ea.ch other disco":solately on a tynical ):legro .... . .:..;:::::: .. 

alleyway, that bas 110· shade trees and no pa~ng. "Leelsll house is tile only 
L..I 

one that does not wabble tineasily,flush with the~ muddy alley. His stands 

. on a small orick foundatlon,afew feet behind a priv8t~ KK«.XX hedge in front, 

wi th a brick wall along the side in which he has cemented a few huge conch 

shells. 

After fifty-fou.r years residence here, a political boss in his w~rd, 

and the only Negro member of the Young White Men's Repu~lican Leag~, Star's 

influence in his comnrJ.nity is attested by the fact that when he "destructed", 

. tae KnOXVille Oi ty vouncll to "u lease do somethin' about it ,Knoxville being 

too big a, city to keep callin' street's alleys,the CityvoUllCil promptly and 
- I 

'IlD.a%liuloualy voted to change the name of Xing's~~# J!ley to ~uebec ~;f;~; 

+ • 
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Joseph Leonidas Star. 

When the interviewer called, Star I s door was padlocked. But he appeared 

soon,having~ received word by the grape-viYle system that some one it was to 

see him" ,_nThey told. me it was the Sherriff" he laughed. He ·came down the 

long muddy alley B.t a lively clip. He claimeshe:is able to walk aoout 20 miles 

each day. just to keep in coudi tion. He wore~ a broad-brimmed black" derby-ha,II', 

a neatly pressed' se'rge suit in two tOi,es, a soiled White pleated shirt and a 

frazzled-edged black bow tie. His coat lapels and vest:-front were a.dorlled 'Yl,,~,~h 

badges and emblems,including his Masonic pins, a Friendship Medal, his .l."epubli-

can button and a $11 ve I' crucifix. The CathJlie church,according to Le'e t is 

the only one in Knoxville which per.mits the black man to worshin under the same 

roof wi th. his white brothers. 

Maxv of Starls poems have been published in the local and state papers • 

. He keep.s -a. record of deaths of all citizens, and has done so for s.ixty years •. 

-

He calls; the one, which records murders end hanging, his "Doomsday B.ook" , 

I.A... . 
and" ~encoached" in it he claims is an a.ccrate date record of all such events -of 

. ~ - . 

importa~lce in his lifetime. His records are neatly inscribed in aprintine; 

form add very legible .His conversation is marlced by grammatical incongruities J 

~ 

but he doee'not speak the !!;egro dialect. 
-;::.. 
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INTERVIEW 

DAN THOMAS 

941 Jefferson street 

Nashville, Tennessee 

~: 

"I WUZ bawn in slavery in 1847 at Memphis, Tennessee en 

mahmarster wuz De~con Allays. Mahmammy wuz de cook at de 

big house ~ · 'Mah mammy d' ed soon atter I wuz bawn, en de 

Missis had me raised on a bottle. Marste:;to en Missis treatus 
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all dere slaves kindly en plenty tel' eat en every one WuZ happy. 

I d unno nuthin t bout mah daddy er whar he went! I hab no kin 

in dis' worl'. All ,I sber yeard Wuz dat all mah folks kum fum 

M:raica. ' },tah M1ssis would tell me dat I mus' be good en mine en 

eberbod.,. willlak t 'you.en ef she died, dey would.tek keel' ob me. 

Bat;, ez \'IJat', dey., hab don.1t , 

t1l wllked t-l'oundde,house I tel I WUZ 'bout ten yt $.rs ole en 

de, Marster put me t'er wuk in his big whiskey house. WI en I .got 

Ibout 21y f ars ole, I would go out ter collect bills fum 

Marster l s customers en hlttuk me 1 bout a week tel' git all t round. 

! wU,Zn't tlowed ter 't$k money but had tel' git dere checks. I also 

wuked 18 ylEirs as bar :tender. Marster en Mistress dIed 'bout four 

.yf at-s 'fore whiskey went out ob de Un1 ted states. I stay wid (lam 

I til dt,. d'led." 

'''Atterde Mal"ster ehMlssis dt ad de doctor seZs' I would hab 

tar 'j:~;s.v'e:·Memph18 on' t eou.ntob my'health. I kum tel' NashvillEt en 

g~~,'e:{:jbb 'at'de'Upowder PlIlnt" durin' de War 11 war, en stayed 

\:.LSX".' 'n,,'.'t)ll, hit Vlu.zj:Ylih~ I denge'tsWuk:: at Foster :EJ'n Oreighton , 
'''''_, __ ~' d--i' t~~;';Dt~~lil :r:;~z : t'~o' 0 lei' tier' w~. ,'I:, 



white folks throw in dere trash pile en surn ob hit I sell ter;' 

de papah en junk dealers. De white peeple he l p me now also." 

"1 seld dem sell a lot ob slaves in Mississippi,' jest lak 

hosses en hogs, one time wlen de Marst~n Mistress made a 

,trip down dere. Lot a ob times dey made trips I round de l;<:untry. 
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-en dey allus tuk me 'long. I seld surn cru'l Marsters dat hitched 

up dere slaves ter plows en made dem plow lak hosses en mules did.n 

"Atter de slaves got dere freedum, dey had ter look atter 

demselves ',SO dey Would wuk on plantation,s till dey got so dey 

could rent a place, lak you rant houses en farms terday. Sum 

got places whar dey wuk l d fer wages." 

Itr voted three times in mah life but J.a.wdy dat Wuz a long 

time ago. I ,voted fer Teddy Roosevelt en Woodrow Wilson, en 

mah_la~t vote wuz Ibout two y1ars pas t • n 

"flab no -tale s handed down by mahpeeple. W' en I would 

tryter sit info l ma tion, atter I got 0' ler, all dey would say 

wuz, "You wuz raised 'on a bottle en hab n-o peeple ob 7ol'own." 

nOh ruah goodnessL Hitjes pa r 1 lises me tar s~e how dem 

young peeple eZ doin' terday. Lawdy hab !llercy but dere ez as 
-

much dIrf' ent -fum ole times as day en nite en hit looks lak 

things hab gone astray. Wuz tole lots Ibout de Ku Klux Klan 

en how dey Would catch enwh~p de culled peeple, but mah white 

felks made me stay in en dey neber got me." 

III mell1be~ seein' Artlrew Jackson, General Grant en Abraham 

Lincoln, member seein' GeIleralAnd:rew Jackson gitlln ready 

fer war by marchin' his soldiers erroun'! I se'd lim ride his 

b~g ,wbi tehosa up en down tel' see'-ho'W dey marched. U 

song I lackl~ be~t ,ob al1wuz, 'Mah Ole MamItIY ez De1d 

,I Let me Sit B·tnea.th de"""! 1 low Tree.' Don't member .. ( ,-'-' , "':'", - " ,-. " .,.-, . 
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410013 INTERVIEW 

Sylvia Watkins 

411 14th Avenue N. 

Nashville, Tennessee. 

I'se said ter be 91 yfars ole. I wuz young w'en de War wuz goin' 

on. I wuz bawn in Bedford County. Mah mammy wuz named Mariah. She 

had six chillun by mah daddy en thnee by. her fust husban~. 

Mah missis wuz named Emlly Hatchet en de young missises wuz Mittie 

en Bettie, dey wuz twins. We had good clothes ter w'ar en w'en we went 

ter de table hit wuz loaded wid good food en we could set down en eat 

oar stomachs full. Oh Lawd I wish dem days wuz now so ltd hab sum good 

food. Ob ~ourse, we bad ter wuk in de fiel's en mek w'at we eta 
J 

W'en we'd finish our days wut our missis would let us go out en 

play hide en seek, Puss in de corner, en diff'ent games. 

Mah mammy wuzsold in Virginia w'en she wuz a gurl. She sezs 

'bou60 ob-em wuz put in de road en druv down'yer by a slave trader, 

lak a bunch ob cattle. Mah mammy en two ob mail sistahs wuz put on a 

block, sold en carried ter Alabama. We neber 'yeard fum dem nomo', 

'. en dunno whar dey ez. 

I wuz willed ter mah young missis w'en she matried. I wuz young 

en, ob course, she whuped me, but she wasnrt mean ter me. I needed 

eve'y whupin' she eber gib me, cause I wuz allus f'ightin'. MRh missis 

alIne 'called me her lettle nig. 

Mall daddy could only see mah mammy Weda9sday ,en Saturday nites, 

et'n he kum wid'out a pass tie pat-rollers would whup 'im er run 

1 til his tongue hung out. on dem ni tes lfEJ wouldsi t up en look 

lots ob times he W'uz out ob brefeose he had run so much • 

.... hi te folks had a loom. en we wove our own clothes • I wuz nuss 

Hit. Mab young misais 'wUz 
~.} H" 
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blind 'fore she died. I useter visit her once a YaIr an she1d 10ad 

me down wid things ter tek home, a I1nsay petticoat, ham bones, cracklins 

en diff'ent things. She died 18 years ago almost a 100 ye'r ole. 

De white folks wouldn't let de slaves hab a book er papah fer fear 

dey'd llarn sumpin', en ef dey wanted ter pray dey'd turn a kettle down 

at dare cabin dot er. I member /earint mah mammy pray ItOh Father opt n 

up de do' ers en sho us Ii te." f I'd look up ter de ceiling ter see ef 

he wuz gonnaop'n up sumpin'; s111y, silly me, thinkin' such. I's 

'locngs ter de Missionary Baptist chuch but I don't git ter go very off'n. 

I wuz tole 'fore freedurn dat de slaves would. git a. mule, land en 

a new suit, but our missis didn't gib us a thing. She promis' me, mah 

br'rer, en three sistahs eftn we would stay wid her a ye'r, en help 

her mek a crop she would gib us sump'in ter start us a crop on wren 

we left he~. 

Mah daddy's marster wus named Bob Rankin, he gib mah daddy a hog, 

sum chickens, let 'him hab a cow Der milk en land ter raise a crop on. 
"':l'f. 

He wan' ed mah daddy t,~j git us tergedder te+e' p daddy raise a crop /' 
I 

but since mah missis had promised us so mucH, daddy let us stay wid 

her aye1r. On de nite mah daddy kum fer us, mah missis sezs I've not 

got nuthin ter gib you, fer I won't hab mobody ter do nutrlin fer me. 

We went wid our u}f1dy.. We lived dere on Marster Rankin's farm fer 

ye'rs in fact so long we.tho't de place 'longed ter mah daddy. We 

had a house wid big cracks in hit, had a big fier place, a big pot dat 

. hong on de fier en a skillet dat we cooked corn bread in. Had a hill 

ob taters under de house, ~ould raise up a plank, rake down in de dirt 

git tateDs, put dam -in de fier ter roast. We had meat ter eat in de 

middle ob de day lout none at mawninl er nite. We got one pair ob shoes ~ 
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lamps. A thing 18k a goose neck wid platted rag wick in hit. Would 

put grease in hit. 

Durin' slavery if one marster had a big boy en 'nuther had a big 

gal de marsters made dem libe tergedder. Ef'n de 'oman didn't hab any -
chilluris, she wuz put on de block en sold en 'nuther 'oman bought. You 

see dey raised de chilluns tel' mek money oh~'.jjes 18k we raise pigs tel' 

sell. 

Mah mammy tole me 'bout de sta'rs fallin' en den I se'ed de second 

fallin' ob sta'rs'. Dey didn" t hi t de groun' lak de fust did. I member 

de comet hit had a long tail. lIef' mah daddy ~ kum tel' Nashville 

wid missis Nellie Rankin, (daddy's young missus( in 1882; hab bin 'yer 

eber since. l'se dun house wuk fer a lot ob peeples. Kephouse fer 

a 'oman in Belle Meade fer 14 ye'rs. Now I'se aint able tel' do nothin. 

I'se bin ma'ried twice. Ma'ried Jimm Ferguson, libed wid 'im 20 ye'ars 

Two ye'ars later I mar'ed George Watkins, lived wid him 8 

ye'ars; two ye~ars ago he died,I'se neber had any chilluns. I kep 

wan'in tel' 'dopt a lettle -gal, de fust. }lusban l wouldn':t do hit. 'Bout 

5t ye'ars ago de second husban' george kum in wid a tiny baby, sezs 

t yer ez a boy baby I t dopted. I se~a dat ez you lDwn baby cose hits 

jes like yare He' denied hit, but eb-~:m now de boy ez e t zackly 18k George. 

yetI's ole en gwine tel' school. I'se got mah hands full try-In' 

tel' raise'im 'lone. W'en George died he had a small inshorance pibllicy. 
"J~.'",~ 

paid ma.h taxes, I owns dis hom.e, en bought mahself three hogs. I 

en kilt one. Den I got three mol" jest a short time ago. 

obzeeze got among dem en dey all d'ed~ 

Yas I' se voted four er £i ve·· times, but neber had any frens in 

I don' think dis white-black mar'iage should be 'lowed. Dey 

d>o.whuppedwlda. bull whup. 
, ' 

know de eX-l:IlaY'~~ ,hah wuked at dif'f'ent klnsob jobs 
, -'.". . 

sum gl t' in :belie:tt orde:r en urthel's .. 
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eZ lak mahself', hab dere homes en gettin~ 'long best liey kin. I needs 

milk en cod liver oil fer dis lettle boy but can't buy it. 

I dunno noth1n' 'bout slave uprisin's. De songs I member ez: 

nAl1 Gawds Chilluns up Yonder," 

"I want ter Shout Salvation." 

"Down by de River Side." 
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INTERVIEN 

NARCISSUS YOUNG 

Rear 532 1st street No'. 

Nashville, Tennessee 

nI'se 96 yl arB ole. Bawn in slavery en mah marster 

WUZ Isham Lamb en mah missis WUZ Martha Lamb. Mah mammy 

dIed WI en 1:' WUZ three y' ars ole en I WUZ raised in de 

house 'til I wuz big 'nuff tel' wuk out io de riels wid de 

uthers. Mah missls llarn me ter sew, weav en spin. I also 
, 

he'lped ter cook en wuk in de house. Atter I· got big' er I 

went ter chucb. wid mah white folks en had ter set wid urther 

sl~ves in dat part ob de chuch whar nobody but slaves would 

be 'lowed. In slavery I I se git :no money fer wuk' n but- I· don' 

steal as mah white folks sho gib mean de uther sla.ves p.lenty 

good -things tel' eat. Clothes good 1 nutt fer anybody, card¥, en 

we went tel' pa.rtie s en urther places, en w' at else could I' se 

wan"" 

ilMah misllis 11 arned me tar pray, t1 Now I lay me down ter 

sleep. I pray, de Lawdman soul tar keep, but it I should 

dl,.;.,:Ji.fo-r,e I wake, I pray de Lawd mah soul tel' tek. n., Ijlned 

de'rim:itive Baptist Chuch WIlle young en 10 1 en dere ebe"Y sinee.n 

80 

,1"1: m,m~e:r de ole, soag back dere, "Rock a Bye Baby, Yo Daddy's 

g.,,~,.a HuntlnJ tar gj.taRIl'bbit Skint.erput de:6aby in. It 

.;;~;:t;'~~ whtlp1d byma~ missis fer things dat I ougiat I n,dun .. 

but,?,'.at:~;;,"t1.~i?:~te .J)e .. ha.bd~$,t W'huplln. she 8'ber gib me. wu~ ~'bout 
"'~;"";""'" :""~"':"': :-",:::'i.,"" ,,(-'--·,:.'~)'i.·.·."~.:t~'.':t!:!,,':I:'" '-' '''_ .'; ,", 

hadga~!~:r;r~.)de,~lg8 l.-n.abucket en, tuk Q;enl t.r 

t1er-place sol,t \lkou-t:tYi.tl 

Maq:'1Il1.s $i$,,~fd 
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de aigs en axed who put dem dere. I tole her I didunt do hit, 

but she knowed I did. So she" tole me she don'lreer 'bout de 

two aigs, but dat she WUZ gwine ter whup me fer tellin' a lie. 

Dey donlt l~aise chilluns lak dat noVi," 

"I don't b' leeve in l~iggers en whites ma'rin' en I wuz 

rai sed by de "q US Ii ty" en I' se b' leeve seber one shou Id ma' rie 

in dere c ulor.lI 

I1I think de young peeples ob te::c day ez dogs en sluts, en 

yer kin guess de rest.1I 

110ne day 'bout 12 o'clock we seld de ya.nkee soJdiers pa.s' 

our house. De missus hid her fine things, but dey don' kum on 

de place. All us Niggers run ter de cellar en hid. We found 

de .sugah barre Is en we scracht I round fer sum sugah ter eat. tt 

"nne time de Ku Klux Klan kum ter our house but dey harm 

nobody_ Guess day WUZ lookinl fer sum slave er sum one fum 

• nother plantation widout dere marster l s pass.n 

1II seld a lot ob stairs fall one time but dey neber teched 

de groun'. En I members seeinl a comet wid a long bright shinin' 

tail." 

ltAtter freedum all de slaves left de plantation but I 

stayed dere a long time. I kuru ter Nashville ovah thurty 

ylars ago en lise wuk'd as cook en house.wuklr twenty ylars fer 

one party; eleben ylars fer Inother, en menny ylars fer 'nother. 

I knows you won't b' leave me but at one time I weigh ovuh 400 

pounds, but now lim notbin l but skin en bon l • (She weighs at 

least 200 pounds now) 0 I bekum feeble en couJdnl t wuk out, 

en ebar since den II se bl.n kum l up a mountain, but now I glt hal ps 

by de Socia 1 Security. 
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