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.3 j,c ~>"!r:i.tten from 8.n intervi.ew r:i th each of the following: 
",> 

George '.7 •........ _. 

lc~, Professor ~',r. s. :3cst of t.ne Lincoln ~igh Sch'Jol and Samuel Eell, 

IJ i):~ ;:;v~~msville, Indip.na. 

George '::. Arnolcl ~.·:~;,S born April 7,1861, in Be<lford County, Tel1l1eesee. 

VIC:S the }")rop81'ty of Oliver P. Arn:)ld, r/llo owned a ~,erge fu.Tm or plantation 

3eu.:ford Calm ty. -qis mother r:as a ::1a ti ve of nome, Georgia where she re-
. ) . 

:inea. until twe 1 ve ye~n's of aEIe, whell she ViHS sold a. t auction. 

011 vel' Arnold bonght her, a);.i he also p1..lrchu sed her three brothers and 

luc:le. The four negroes Were tf:.}:e:~ a,l"lt! v,'ith other slaves fro!!l Georgie. 

TemleE~see \vhe:l'e they were :;Jut to work on the Arnold. pl,;'-:.ntcltion. 

On this plantation G80rg8.1. Arnol<.t i'ias born a.nd the child, was' allowed 

in a ca.bin with his relatives and decla~es that he never heard one 

t}lem speak an un2:ind. word about l:aster Oliver Arnold. or any member of his 

,ily. "Eap~illess and contentment and a reasonable amount of food and clothes 

amed to be' a11 we neederl. Tt said the nOV! wlli.to-haired man. . , . 
Only a limited memory of Civil :-:ar da.ys is retained by the old man but 

few events recalled are vividly described. by him. T'llother t my young brother 

sister and I were wal~ing along one dey. '1 donlt remember where We had 

terted but We passed tL~der the fort at ~artrace. A battle was in progress -----cannon v!as fired above us and we watched the huge ball sail throne 

air and saw the smoke of the cam10n pass over our heads. ~e poor childre~ 

almost scared to death but our mother held us olose to her and tried to 

The next morning, afte:r ,w.~f were safelY: at honi~, t we were 
\'l 

proud 

that muoh of the great battle and our mother .told' us the war 'was . 
. , 
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TO ask Uncle George. 

AH UlnL':..'PPY. EXPERI?::lWE. 

I HI cannot say that the;,.' were haFny, as it broke up a lot of real friend- I 
! 

shills and scattered many f~!.rni1ieG. :~other had a great many pretty quilts f 

i 
and e.. lot of bec1.ding. After the negroes v/ere Bet free, Hars. Arnold told. us I 

I 
e could all go and malee ourselves homes, so ive st':trted out, each of the grown I 

I 
leaded '!lith great bundles of beclding, clothing and personal belong- i 

gs. ',Fe walked all the way to '.'fartrace to try to find a home and some way 

t 0 mr.:~ ke ali v ing. tf 

George ~:: ... ~rnolc1 reuembers sec ing many soldie:cs going to the pike road 

t'h . t 'U': f . ~~elr "v"ic"l.y 0 .1'i.ur reesooro. ULong lines of tireo. men passed through Guy's 

Gap on the ir way to l.lurfre esbaro. 1I said he, nOldar people sa id that th.ey 

ere sent out to pick up the dead frOln the battle fields after the bloody 

battle of stone's river that had lately been fought at Uurfreesboro. They 
t,;. 

ool.;: their comrads to bury thel'!l at tho Union Cer.:.letery near the town of HU1~-

" reesboro. H 

TT','lartrace \Jas a very nice pli:1.ce to make ,our home. It was located on 

e 1:'ashvil1e and Chattl:inoogE~ and st. Louis railroad, just fifty':one miles 

ill Nashville not many miles fron:. our 01(1 horne. n TYMother found w0rk and 

got along very well but as SOOl1 as we children were old enough ~o work, 

he went back to her old home in Georgia where a few years later she ·died. 

believe she lived to be seventy-five or seventy six years of age, but I 

her after she went baok: to Ge orgia. 11 

filly first werk vw.s done on a farm (there are manY,fine farme, i:il T.e.nnes.se.e) 

althOlJ.ghfa.r~ la.,~r wa~ not very profitable we were a;1ways f2<.l. 1Irhe:l;'llVer 

got somepges. 
, . , 

92 ~led~11Y~,:r,~:p:r ,~e;s. '~ ·.$,;~d:,UIl~le7 •• l}~;~l'~!~,~,,~a!l~' 

B!Q~~.e~iiL.':t1'o:tl.b.l:e.: : .. ,. ~~!:;*~i.~~,~:}ti<{~~~Ea.,~,,~~~'Et~~i~,"t:!~,Jt:$,;;~t,.,,.~ 'IJ" ;,1!!i;.~r.~Ji;iI! 
t, •. , .." ; .:~ "\" • '. """" _. ..,,:... i:, ',;:!,;1~;~'-':""" 

, ! 
; 
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Here the story teller pau.sed t:) collect his thoughts antl conquelr the nervous 

HI t we.s like tilis: Three of us boys worke o. toget.her. 

three brothers, always sharing our fortunes \vi th each other. We 

sho·I.~.ld never hc:.ve cloYle it, but we 11<:,d made a heb:tt of sending to Nashville 

>:'fter each !')D.yCLD.y ,':J.llll having a l{:eg of Eoll[:.nd rum sent in by ire igh t. This 

li:11l0r wes ho.ndi.d. out among our frienis 8-11(1 sOT.J.eti."nes rye drank too much and 

vvere unfit for worl':: f or a da~/ or t7JO. Our boss was a big strong Irishman, 

red 'l::rdred and friendly. TIe alwaJ~s got" drun}:: ... ·.~i th us and. all Vlou .. ld become 

sober enough to soon r~,;turn to our tns};:s. 

"The time I I ill tellihg you about, Y!e h20d 8.11 been invi ted to C CfIXldy pull 

ing in town and. could he.rdl:y wei t till tL18 to go, 8.3 all the young people of 

the valley would be there to !lull candy, talk, play games and ca.t the goodies' 

served. to us. The accursed keg of Holl[~nd. rum ha~, been brought in that morn-

ing DJld tlj- chum Jo1'.11 3ims had been e..rinkinG too !i.lueh. About th~:.t time our 130s 

came up and said, iY John, it is ti~:1e for you to get the Sup":':.er ready! I John 

, s our cook anc"L our meals Yiere served 011 'tlte oaboose where Vie li.ved wherever . , . 
we TIere side tracked. 

All the time Jobny Was preparing the:fo od he WHS drinking the I'um. IDlen 

went in he had many drinks insicle of him and a quart bottle filled to take 

candy pull. 'Hurry up boys and l~t' s'finish up and ·go.' he said impati­

'Don't take him' said the other boy, 'Dont you see he is drunk?" 

So I put my arms about his shoulders and tried to tell him he had better 

a Wh~le before we 'tarted. 

white, and h.iS father' vias a 

The, poor boy ,was. a ·breed. His mother wa.s almost· 

, ~ thorougUred 11j.d,i$nandthe 8lm had a 

-.,,. ............ '~~;~~~ H$, lD.a.4~:~.e .np.answer but running his 'h~~into his pocket, 

thrust,' cut a .deep .:Sll in r:tJ.Y·~~~k~~ . .;;c·.·. 
.: . '. , .. ~:. ',' i: .. ' '. ". '~. ".'" I:.' ,.-,-' .. ;:', 

,\~;r.e~m.eJnDe'r·· <lleirlg, krJ.Oli~~:ll "leT ;~n;4.·my 
~ "' I' r;'::·.~:.::);~ .~·t;:':::".-,~·~·:::.\::;:f~~:;; ~Dij;;~.~~i~::~:;'\~~i·;:~:·{ 
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so:;;ethiYle;. I reached out my hand and discovered it wa-s the ax. With this 

awful v!eapol1 I struc:: :rn~~ frie;ld, ;'1Y nore tlw,n brothsr. T'n€ thud of the ax 

'bl'ouf!l1t me to my senf-Jes as our 'blo'o;'}. l"::.in,~:led.. ~,7e Viere batt al~:1ost mort&lly 
'- r •• 

John said, "Oh, Georee;' i:ll:i:.~t an C,'.;'iful thi"'lg 'l.7e rl[:ve done~ ~7e hHve never 

S8.id~ a cross Y!ord to eLdlh other f;,ncl 110W, loo};:. nt us both .' 

morninc my boss o..nd. I follov18d t, tTtl.il of olooel d07iU by the sid.e of the 

tracks. From there he had tnr t'.lr~1ea. into the ':,roods. -. '::e eQuId fOllow him 

no further. '.7e went to all the nf!t:,r1)~l to·\';'.lS nne. 'Vi11~lge8 but \ve found no 

'Oerson iT/ho had ever seen 11im • ... ',[e Sup1iosed he had died in the' vioods Hnd 

watched for the buzzarcts, thinking thay would lead us to his body but he 

was never se en agf~ in. 

::'01' two years I never sat d.O\'1J1 to look inside 3. bool: nor to eat my 

• 

food th~.T t John Sirn.s \,l~.S 110 t be s iue me. ~Ie hS1Ulted my pillow and ';'lent beside 

me night sn,l clay. 'M" bl " ...,.,~ 00'-- i11~"l ... _..L._ .,. ~ ..... ~~ .... on my hanns J l1is ~-;resellce haunted me be-

yond endurance. '.7ha t could I do? Row could. I escape this awful p;resence? 

An ··old friend told me to put ~Y..E!:t~ .. :J:'_."be.twee.n JIly?elf ana. the plaQ6 Where the 

soene ooourred. So t I quit working on the' railrof-~.d p.nd. stgrted. work-

ing on the· river. People believed at tha~ time that the ghost of a par-

son you had wronged would not oross water to halL"1t you. ff 

Life on the river was diverting. Things Were consta*tly happening 

George Arnold put aside some of. his unhappiness by engag1-ng i~ river 

lIMy first job .on the river was as a roust-about oil the Bolliver R Cook .•. 

. 'fIheQlpa9ketlYllioh ca.rr-ied· freight and passa.ngers from 114tshville.; ~&l)li{ 
. "" '. . . .. ~ . ,- . . , . . , ,. . . . "' . .' " 

l'1. ,.,In:dia,na. '. IwoJ;ked IlL' roundtrip on:~~e~r. ;jhe,:t;l· went.'fr01l1: 
~' , . 

'; . \ " 

','~" "".':::. ,'. 
<' ",: : ..... 

HI:., ,":' " .. ':'.-. 
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:T.;.'l("<.:_r.l".v~:i.l1e "to Cail'o, Illinois on the B. ;,;. ~·:1::'0g. I °01"11'"1 /lec'l',!led to 0'0 to _ ~ _ '" ~ .L~, v,' u , 0' 

'>~iTO !:lllCL t~.:;.1-:e f: ~J.J'ee on thG ~lu.araa.o, a st. Lonis and Cinciny;nti l')acl::e~ 

·"~C(. C""":ClG-d ~-"().,, r;siro to 0"_:_',;'!C',:(lnr~t'_·. .l .. J. ,...... _ \...~.....- ,J.. ....... •• 
8n th(,t bO:·.t I norb:cl [IS a roust-

Qid the rou8t-~bout have ho'd come 

l!nl'he ro'u.r:.: t _c, 1) OIJt l' ~ 1'10 Q. e· t +'01"_ til ... ·) ... · t'}, p. rrl'!:' t e t1" "'t r" Ie ~ ·n· m __ _. c.;. ~ __ ." • c: • .d 1J.'J la:';, .~Cl v.,.....:.1_ 

di:rosei the roust-about liIe. 

neSTO€S hf~d Olll~r a fe\-] ~T88rs of freeu.o:,} /0.n(. resented cruelt;)'. If the rnate 

l:;eca:le too '1;\(;1.-),11, [l. TGgn.lc:r fi;2;ht viot.llo. folIo':; [::,nd perJ1fJps several roust-abouts 

:cu.1J oe In.lrt before it VWEJ ·ftnished." 

?assellgers 
. 

a. f:ro iCht were crowde cl to['et}~,eT on the ae c.:i:s. At ni£~t there would be sing-

riC B.Il(l dL'-nc~.ng and. fiddle m:J.si c. ~';e roust-a.boD. ts 'would s~"'t together c.nd 

d~~.nce or }) lc.y C[~rd8 un t :~,J. the c::~ll c~=:;:e to shuffle freigl1t, then 

Boula. [',11 z'et b1J.s;;~ !;lucl the rr.:".te'::- ":oiee l':i."lvinC or(lfTs c~~lld. be heard for 

~ long dist~nce. 
I I 

"I~spite of these few rloasures, the life of a reust-about is"the life of 

\ 
a .:JoCr" ; v_ t;: • I do not recall any unkindne sse 8 of s18ver~I' days. I was too YOtU1:g 

to realize What it VIas alI al)Ollt, but it could never no,ve eQ.uallecl the cru.el­

ty shown the 18.oorer on t118 river boats by cruel mates and overseers. n 

Another superstition adv&noed itself in the stor~r of e. boat, told byUnc1e 

George Arnold. The story follows: 11":;'11611 I was a rou.st-about on the Gold 

t We Were sailing out from New Orleans and as scon as we got well out on 

the broad stream the rats commenced. jumpiilg over bO~l.rd. I See these rats' said 

~ol<i.river'man,. 'This boat will never make a return .t·rip!! 

some 'Of our orew left the boat but the mate and the capta..:; 

fools ~n.d begged us to stay. So $. few of us etayedto 

...... , :':;.,. '. ~ . 
..'. ~. ..' 

I 
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. the necessa.ry work "rmt the r[:,ts l::e}Jt leaving as fast ftJ,S the y could. 

W:fhen the boat was neG-ring Hiclanan, Kent1.,~.cl:y, we smelled fire,and by 

6 

t}1,e time we VIere in the har:r)oT 2J2-ssengers were be inc: he 1d to keep them from 

and save ourselves. Two of, 11S l~:nulched n, "0,;1,18 of cotton over-Doerel and. jum:P-

ed onto it. As we :p t:::. delle C ~.~·,7:'::'~·- we harl to often go unJ.er to }')ut 'out the fires 

e,s OUT c10 thinE:' \70111(1b1[;1 ze uv under the fl~"'in[~ brands :-thet fell upon ourbodiel 

"The burning boat '.7D.S docked at Hiokman. The p2.ssengers wen; "put ashore 

but nons of the freight iV<.~S 8~~ved, anJ IrOl'!1 a ne8.rb~r willow thicket m~r matey 

anell \'/8. tohed tJ18 Gold Dv_st burn to the water's e:dge. 

"Always heed the r~':;Lrni:ngs of na tu.re, If seLid Uncle Geor ge, "If you see 

rats leaving (:> ship or a house })repare for a fire. 11 
c. 

'''OOTO''e ' ~~ Arnold. said the.. t Ev[;,nsville ~;:as quite a nice place and .8. 
\,) 'J ~ . i • 

steex;:bOt':! t port even j.n the 0 [rly O';2·YS of 11 i S DO[:,t ing expel' ienee s and he (le-

cHlec1 to T~12J~e his hOl:1e here. He locn ted in the torm in 1880. "The Cou.rt 

House Vias locEted. at Third and Hain streets. 3treet cars were mule drawn 

and. })eople thought it great fun to riCte them. n '. Ee 1"e calls the fir$t shovel 

f1111 of dirt be ing lifted vlhon the new Courthouse was be ing erected, and 

when it was finished two white men Him finishing the slate roof t fell to the 

death in the Court House yard. 

George Vi. Arnold procurred a job as porter in a wholesale feed store 

on May 10 t 1880. John Hubbard and Company did business at the plaae,at thiS 

place hOe" worked thirty seven years. F.W.Griese, former mayor of Evansville 

often befriended the negro man and is ready to speak e..,kindly war. in 11iS 

But the face of John Sims still presents itself when George Arnold 

"Retardo a.nything to hurt any other person, "says he, "The hurt 

back to .l9U!OH 
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George Arnold was marriecl to an Evensville Woman, but two years ago he 

wasame a widower When death clair~1ed his mate. TIe is now lonely, but were 

it not for a k.eg of ::Tollb.lld gin his old age would be spent in peace and 

ham~iness. 
~ .> 

"Ber!are of strong drink," s[~id 'Uncle George, HIt causes trouble. 

to .. " 
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References: 

REMINISCENCES Q! TWO EX-sLAVES. 

A. Thomas Ash, ex-slave, Mitchell, Ind. 

.Emery Turner 
Bedtord, . 100 iaaa h 

l 

B. Mrs. Mary Crane, ex-ala ve, ~iarren st., Mitchell, 100. 

I have no way of knowing exactly how old I am, as the old 

Bible containing a record of my birth was destroyed by tire, many 

years ago, but I believe I am about eighty-one years old. It so, 

I nms t have been born sometime during the year, 1856, tour years 

before the outbreak of the War Between The states. MY motr~r was 

a slave on the plantation, or farm of Charles Ash, in Anderson 

county, Kentucky. and it was there that I grew up. 

I remember playing with 01' ~ssa's (as he was called) boys, 

Charley, Jlm. and .uill. I also have an unpleasant memory of having 

seen other slaves on the place, tied up to the whipping post and 

flogged for disobeying some order although I have no recollection of 

ever having been whipped myself as I was only a boy. I can also 

remember how the grown-up negroes on the place left to join the 

Union Army as soon as they learned of Lincoln's proclamation making 

them free men. lA) 

Ed. Note --Mr. Ash was sick when interviewed and was not able to do 

much tal~1ng. He had no picture of ·himself but agreed to pose for 

one latel· on. 

8 
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I was born on the farm. of attie Williams, in 1855 and am 

eighty-two years old. I came to Mitchell, Indiana, about fifty years 

ago with my husband, who is now dead and four children and have lived 

here ever since. I was only a girl, about five or six years old when 

the Civil War broke out but I can remember very well, happenings 

of that time. 

My mother was owned by Hattie W1lli9lns, who had a large farm, 

located in Larue county, Kentucky. My father wasa slave on the farm 

of a Mr. Duret, nearby. 

In those days, slave owners, whenever one of their daughters 

would get married, would give her and her husband a slave as a 

wedding present, usually allowing the girl to pick the one she wishes 

to accompany her to her new home. ifuen ~~. Duret's eldest daughter 

married Zeke Samples, she choose my father to acoompany them to their 

home. 

Zeke Samples proved to be a man who loved his toddies far 

better than his bride and before lo~ he was "broke". Everything he 
C.r 

had or owned, including my father, was to b~ sold at auction to pay 

off his debts. 

In those days, there were men who made a business of buying 

up negroes at auction sales and shipping them down to New Orleans to 

be sold to owners of cotton and sugar cane plantations, just as men 

today, buy and ship cattle. These men were called~lgger-traders" 

and they would ship whole bo~·~ loads at a t 1me, buying them uP. two 

or three here, two or tbree there, and holding them in a jail Ulltil 

they had a boat load, This practice gave rise to the expression, 

"sold down the river." 
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MY father was to be sold at auction, along with all of the 

rest of Zeke Samples' property. Bob Cowherd, a neighbOl" of Matt 

Duret's owned my grandfather, and the old man, my grandfather, begged 

Col. Bob to buy my father trom Zeke Samples to keep him from being 

"sold down the river." Col. Bob offered what he thought was a fair 

price for my father and a "nigger-trader" raised his bid "25. Col. 

said he couldn't afford to pay that much and father was about to be 

sold to the "nigger-trader" when his father told Colo Bob that he had 

'25 saved up aDd that if he would buy my father from Samples and 
g 

keep the "nigger-trader" from gett1!!1h1m he would give him· the money. 

Col. Bob Cowherd took my grandfather's $25 and offered to meet the 

traders offer and so my father was sold to him. 

The negroes in and around where I was raised were not 

treated badly, as 8 rule, by their masters. There was one slave 

owner, a Mr. Heady, who lived nearby, who treated his slave worse 

than any of the other owners but I never heard of anytl:ing so aflUl-

ly bad, happening to his "niggers". He had one boy who used to come 

over to' our place and I can remember hearing Massa VI~lliams call to ~ 

grandmother, to cook "Christine, give "Heady's Doc something to eat. 

He looks hungry." Massa Williams always said "Heady's Doc" when 

speaking of him or any other slave, saying to call him, for instance, 

Doc Heady would sound as if he were Mr. Heady's own son and he said 

that wouldn't sound right. 

When Prea1dent Lincoln issued his proclamation, freeing the 

negroes, I remember that my father and most all of the other younger 
~ 

slave men left the farms to join the Union army. We had harif times 

then for awhile and had lots of work to do. I don't remember just· 

when I ... first regarded myself as "free" as many of the negroes 

. didn't understand just what it was all about. (B) 
Ed. Note: Mrs. Crane will also pose tor a picture. 

10 



Submitted by: 
William ~ebb Tuttle 
District No.2 
Muncie, Indiana 

SLAVES IN DELAWAHE COUNTY 
ROSA BARBER 

Reference: He~8 Ba~bGr, residine at 812 South Jefferson, 
Munc4e, Indiana. 

• 

.. 
in slavery on the Fox Ellison plantation -

11 

Rosa Barber was born 

at llorth Carden, In North 

years old when f~eed, but 

Carolina, in the year 1861. She was four? 

had not reached the ase to be of value 

. as a slave. Hel~ memory is confined to that short childhood there 

and her expe .. -iences of those day s and immediately after the Civil 

'liar must be taken from stories related to her by her parents in 

after years, and these are di~ly retained~ 

Her maiden name was Ross Fox Ellison, . taken a s was the custom, 

from the slave-holder who held her as a chattel. Her parents took 

her away from the plantaLion when they we2e freed and lived in 
\ 

different localities, supported by the f&rherwho was now paid 

American wages. Her parents died while she was quite young and she 

married J!'ox Ellison, an ex-slave of the Pox Ellison plantation. His 

name was taken .from the same maste:::-' as was hers. She and her husband 

lived together forty-three years, until his death. Nine children 

were born to them of which only one survives. After this ex-slave 

husband died Rosa Ellison married a second time, but this secQnd 

husband died some years ago and she now rerrains a widow at the age 

of seventy-six years. She recall s that the master of the Fox Ellison 

plantation was spoken of as practicing'no extreme discipline on his 

slaves._ Slaves, a s a prevailing business policy of the holder, were 

.. ' allowed .tolook into a book, or any printed matter, and Rosa ., 

reS<l)r pr1r.roedchartsgive.n 
::\,,·.~_;;b\i-~~.~;g,::::.,~,\·:' 'i:",~;,~t.: ~-': ·,,·,~:':,:':·:.~d>-<::";i:~;:.\;~ .',.; .. '.", 
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her rag dolls, or a ball of yarn, if' there ha~:;pened to be enought 

of old string t.o make one. Any toy or plaything vJasallowed. that 

did not point toward book-knowledge. :Hursery rhymes and folk-lore 
e 

stories were censured sever-Iy and }:l...ac1 to be confined to events that 
" 

conveyed as u~l!f't, culture or propaganda, or that conveyed no 

knowledge, directly or indirectly. Especially did t hey bar the 

-rnent81 poli shing of tIle t.;bree R r s. They could not prevent the 

vO:Calizing of mus.!l..c in tl:e fields and the slaves found consolation 

tlJ.ere in pouril1£ out tbeir souls in unison with the songs of' the 

birds. 

j2 

. .. 
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•. 

IIrs. Blakeley _s born, in OXford, Missouri, in 1968. (A) 

Her mother died when 1,1 tti. "8 a bab,., am she _s taken 

into the "big hOllae" . and brour,ht up with the white ohildren. She 

was always treated very kindly. (A) 

Her duties .. re the liy,ht ohorE's., whioh had to be _11 

done, or she was ohid;ad, the same a8 the white ohildren would have 

been. (A) 

Every evel'ling the ohildren had to oolleot the eggs. The 

ohild, who brought in the most eggs, would get a. g~'er oake. Mittie 

moat al_,.. got the oake. (A) 

Her older b.rothers and sisters 1IIIIN treated 'Ve17 rough, 

whipped otten and hard. She sa1d ahe hated to think, muoh le •• talk 

a.bout their awful treatment. (A) 

13 

When abe was old enough, sbe 'WOuld have to epin the wool tor 
, .. 
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her mistr68s, who wove the oloth to nake the family- olotheR. (A) 

She a1ao le&rned to knit, and atter supper would knit un1dl 

bedtiJoo. (A) 

She N .. hers ODCG ru1 old woan Blave had displeased her 

m&stor ubout something. He had a pit dur,. and boards placed owr the 

hole. The womn -.. _de to lie on the boarda, fa .. dOwn, and ahe 

.... beaten until the blood gushed from her bO~J she _. lett there 

and bled to death. (A) 

She also re~rs how the .lave. would to to some· cabin 

at night for their dances, if one went without a pass, whioh otten 

they did, they 'WOuld be beaten a.wrely. (A) 

The alaves could hear the over ... r., riding to..rd the 

cabin. Tho •• , who had oome withwt a paa •• would take 'the boarcla up 

trOll the floor" get und.r the cabin tloor $ and stay there until the 

o,,"l'"a.erl bad gone. (A) 

Mrs. Blakeley i. very serious and aaid sbe tel11 ao sorl"1 for 

thOle, who _re treated so lIIoh wor •• than an, huan would treat a 

beast. (D) 

She 11 wa in a "'17 oomtortabl. clean hous.. and said lb • 

•• doing ""'17 _11." CI) 

SUW1rlse4 J&rma.17 24, 1111 
IndianapoU .• , Incl1aDa 

B7'1 ADA PRITCDTT 
,m.lriSr 
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SLAVES IN IM.DISO~. COmITY 
CAFL BOONE 

Ref'erence: Personal interview with Carl Boone, Anderson, Indiana 

15 

This is a story of slavery, told by Carl Boone about his father, 

his mother and himself'. Carl is the last of eighteen children born 

to lirs. Stephen Boone, in Marion County, Kentucky, Sept .• 15, 1850. 

he now resides with his children at 801 West 13th street, Anderson, 

laadi son County, Indiana. At the ripe old age of' eighty- seven, he 

still ha s a keen rr16 mory and is able to do a hard day's work. 

Carl Boone was born a free man, fifteen years before the close 

of the Civil War, his father hating gained his freedol:l from slavery 

in 1829. He is a religious man, havir~ missed church service only 

twice in twenty years. He was treated Vlell during the time of 

slavery in the southland, but remembers well, the wrongs done to 

slaves on n4tghboring plantations, and in this story he relates some 

of the horrors which happened at that timel 

Like his f'ather, he is also the father of eighteen children, 

sixteen of whom are still living. He is grandfather of thirty-seven 

and great grandfather of one Child. His father was born in the 

slave state of lvlaryland, in 1800, and died in 1897. His mother was 

born in Marion County, Kentucky, in 1802, and died in 1917, at the 

age of one hundred and fifteen years. 

This story, wort by word, is related by Carl Boone as follows: 

"My name is Carl Boone, son of Stephen and'Rachel Boone, born in 

Marion County, Kentucky, in 1850. I am father of eighteen children 

sixteen are still living and I am grandfather of, thirty-seven and 
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2. j n 

t~l·tHl. t t:'rnndfnthor of ono chil d. I came vll th my wi fa, now decer: sed, 

to Indiana, in 1891" and now ros.l<.le at 801 West lZ>th streot in 

Ander son, 111dialw. I wn a born a free lLan, f iftoen yea r s before the 

closo of tho Civl1W)'ar. All tho eolOr"6d folk on pl011tUtl()ll8 and 

i'or1ll8 around our plar.tutJoll WOI'€) slf.lV€)s lllld m08t of them w"ro terribly 

·lHLJ·ouled by their nJastcrs. 

Aftel' comlnt:; Lo Indiana, I furmed for (} ro .. yea !'B, then moved 

to Anderson. I becamo conlledLed with the Co10r(,<.1 <':nthollc Church 

anel h£l,ve trIed to lIve n Christian life. I hl1vo ollly mlsBed church 

[Jorvle€) twlce In twenty yeurs. I lost my dear wlfe thirtoen yeurs 

Oi:;O and I now live wItr my son. 

My fntl l !,)!', Stephen !Joone , WEtS born in korylnad, in 1800. He 

was bought by a nigf~er buyer whl.le 8 boy And was eold to Miley Hoone 

in l"8r10n County, Kentucky. Father was what they used to cell "a 

picked slave, n wac e good worker and was neVor J:listreated by 11.18 

mnf.~tor. He married my motbor in 1025, and they hud eigbteen childrell~ 

Mastol' Miley .boone gnve fath:r and lOOther their freodom in 1029, 

and gnve thorn forty acres of land to tend as t}~ir own. He paid 

father for all the (o:Wrk he did for h1m aftor that, and was always 

vvry kind to them. 

My lllother was born 1n slavery, 1n rJ1arion County, Kentucky, 1n 

lU02. She was treated VEll'y mean unt1l ahe IDlu'I'led my father 1n 1825. 

W1th him she gained her freedom 1n 1829. I was the last born of h<r 

eighteen ohildren. She wasa good woman and joined church after 

coming to Indiana and died 1n 1917, living to be one hundred and 

fitteen years old. 

I havt' heard r.rry mother tell of a gitl slave who worked in the 

kitchen ot ~ mother', master. The girl was told to cook twelve eggs 
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for breakfast. When the eggs were served, it was discovered there 

were eleven eggs on the table and after beir~ ~uestioned, she 

admitted that she had eaten one. For this, she was beaten mercilessly, 

wbich was a CorrJrlon sight on that plantation. 

The most terrible treatment of any slave, is told by rrw father 

in a story of a slave on a neighboring plantation, owned by Daniel 

Thompson. "After committing a small wrong, liJ.aster 'l'hompson became 

angry, tied his slave to a whippihg post and beat hoLm terribly. Mrs. 
'.I,: hompson begged hill; to quit whipping, saying, 'you might kill him,' 

and the master replied that he aimed §o kill him. He then tied the 

slave behind a horse and dragged him over a fifty acre field until 

the slave was dead. As a punishment for this terrible deed, master 

Thompson was compelled to witness the execution of his own son, one 

year later. The story is as follows: 

A neighbor to l~r. :i'hompson, a slave o'mer by name of Kay Van­

Cleve, had been having some trouble with one of his young male slaves, 

and had promi sed the slave a whipping. The slave was a power f'ul man 

and Mr. Van Cleve was afraid to undertake the job of whipping him 

alone. lie called for help from ~is neighbors, Daniel Thompson and 
'11 his son DQnald. The slave, while the hompsons were coming, concealed 

himself in a horse-stall in the barn and hie a large knife in the 

manger. 

After the arrival of the 'l1hompsons, they and Mr. Van Cleve entered 

the stall in the barn. Together, the three white men made a grab for 

the slave, when the slave suddenly made a lunge at the elder Mr. 

Thompson with the lmife, but missed him and stabbed Donald Thompson, 

The slave was overpowered and tied~ but too late, young Donald 

was dead. 
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The slave was tried for murder and sentenced to be hanged. 

J8 

At the time of the hanging, the first and second ropes used broke 

when the trap was sprung. For a while the executioner considered f 

freeing the slave because of his second failure to hang him, but 

the law said, uHe shall hang by the neck until dead," and the third 

attempt was successful. » 
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Anna Pri1:obett 

(A) lfrs. Julia. Boln'l8D -Ex-sla"\,"e, 1210 !Iorth west .treet, 

Indianapolis, Indiana. 

to. 
~ 
:f" 

(B) Anna Pritohett, r'oderal Writer, 1200 Kentucky avenue,. 

Ind ianapolia, Indiana. 

Mrs. Bcrwman 'WaS born in ~'foodford County, Ken.tuo~ in 1869. (A) 

Her master, Joel VI. Twymn Vias kind flnd generous to allot 

his slaws, and he had ~ or them. (A) 

rho Twyman slaves were nlvays spoken o£, as the TWy.man 

ItKinfolka." (A) 

All slaves worked hard on the large .farm, as ewry ldn4 of 

vegetation __ n.iaed. They were given so~ of e'98ryth11lg that #'fIfI on 

the farm, therefore there 1I'8.S no stealing to got tood. (A) 

The .ster had his own slaves, and the mi.tresB had her own 

alaTeS, and all were tree. ted very kindly. (A) 

of aU:, to help the miatrea. :in a.r:q -1 ahe eould. She stayed in the 

bouae until slave1'7 _. abolished. (A) 

19 



Arter freedom. the old .ster •• taken 'V8f'Y sick and .~ of 

the torcJ.or slavo;: -nero aent tor, aa be ~tec 80me of' his -Y.intolb" 

around him when he died. (A) 

Yr.. Bmman. _0 riven the ~n fanlily ~lble where her b1rth 

is reoorded with the r,est ot the '!"Ir.'-.n tan-d .. q. She ,bon it 1t'1. pri4e. 

(B) 

.-•• Bowman said she no·v-er ~c," want in. slave time., aa •• 

has known it in these tiDes of depression. (n) 

Sulmitted January 10. 1988 
Dldianapol18. Indiana 

20 
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Dist 4 
JO:bnson C·:.. ANGIE BOYCE 

born in slavery, Mar.14,1861 on the 
Breeding Plantation, Adair Co, Ky. 

Mrs, Angie Boyce here makes mention of facts as outlined to her by 

her mother, Mrs. Margaret Elng, deceased. 

21 

r,,1rs. Angie Boyce was born in slavery, Mar. 14, 1861, on the 

Breeding Plantation, Adair County, Kentucky. Her parents ~ere Henry 

and Margaret King who belonged to James Breeding. a Methodist minister 

was kin4 to all his slaves and no remembrance of his having ever 

k one of themi 

It is .aid that the slaves were in constant dread of the Rebel 

oldiers and when they would hear of· their coming they:would hide the 

"Angie" and cover her over with leaves. 

The mother of Angie was married twice; the name of her first . .., 

was Stines and that of her second husband was Henry King, It was 

King who bought his and his wife's freedom. He sent his wife and 
. \ 

aby Angie to Indiana, but upon their arrival they were arrested and returnee 

Kentucky. They were placed in the Louisville jall:and lodged ln the 

ame cell with large Brutal and drun¥en Irish woman. The jail was so 

eated with bugs and fleas that the baby Angle cryed all ntght. The 
~. 

with drink became enraged at the cries of the child '''" .. ,; 

threatened to "bash its brains:.1Iht against the wall if it did not 

crying". The mother, Mrs. King was forced to stay awake all night 

keep the white woman from carrying out her threat. 

The next morning the Negro mother was tried in court and when she 

ad her free papers she was asked Why she did not show .these papers 

the arresting officers. She replied that she was afraid that they woq1d 

al them from her. She was e.xonera'~ed from all charges and sent back to 

with her babY'_ 

.. 
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Lite story ot Ex-Slave 

(l4rs. Edna Boysa,,) 

Personal interview by the writer. 

Walter R. Harris 

District 11= 3 

Mrs. Boysaw has been a citizen of this c~unity about sixt,y-tive years. 

She resides on a small farm, two miles east ot Brazil on what is known as 

the Pinkley Street Road. This has been her home tor the past fort,y years. 

Her youngest son and the Bon of one of her daughters lives with her. She 

is still very active, doing her housework and other chores about the tar.m. 

She 1S ver,y intelli~ent and aocording to statements made by other citizens 

has always been a respeoted oi tizen in the oommuni ty. as also has her entire 

family_ She is the mother of twelve ohildren. Mrs. Boysaw has always been 

an aotive churoh worker. spending muoh time in missionary 'Work for the co1-· 

ored people.' Her work was so outstanding that she has been often oa1led upon 

to speak, not only in the colored churohes, but also in white churches, where 

she was abtays well received. Many ot the most prominent people ot the 

community number :Mrs. Boysaw as one of their friends and her home is visited 

almost daily by citizens in all walks of life. Her many acts of kindness 

towards her neighbors and friends have endeared her to the people of Brazil, 

and because of her long residence in the oommuni. ty, she is looked upon as 

one of the pioneers. 

Mrs. Boysaw·. husband has been dead for thirt,y-five years. Her ohildren 

are located in va.rious oi ties throughout the country. She has a daughter 

who is a talented singer, and has appeared on programs with her daughter in 

~ churches. She is not certain about her age, but according to her 

memor,y ot events, ahe is about ei ghty-seven. 

Her story as told to the wri tar follows: 

"When the Ci Til War ended, I was living near Richmond, Virginia. I am 

22 



not sure just haw old I was, but I was a big. flat-footed woman, and had 

worked as a slave on a plantation. My master was a good one. but ~ ot 

th_ were not. In a way. we were happy and oontented. working from sun up 

to sun down. But when Lincoln f'reed us, we rejoiced, yet we knew we had 

to seek employment now and make our own way. Wages were low. You worked 

from morning until night for a dollar, but we did not complain. About 

1870 a Mr. Masten, who was a coal.operator, came to Richmond ~eeking labor­

ers for his mines in Clay County. He told us that men could make f'our to 

five dollars a day working in the mines, going to work at seven and quitting 

at 3:30 each day. That sounded like a Paradise to our men folks. Big 

money and you could get rich in little time. But he did not tell all, 

because he wanted the men folk to oome with him to Indiana. Three or four 

hundred oame with Mr. Masten. They were brought in bo~._c.ars. Mr. Masten 

paid their transportation, but was to keep it out of their wages. lq 

husband was in that bunoh, and the women folk stayed behind until their 

men could earn enough for thei r transpc' ~.'\ tiOD to Indiana. n 

"When they arrived about four miles east of Lrazil, or what was known 

as Harmony, the train was stopped and a crowd of white miners ordered them 

not to come any nearer Brazil. Then the trouble began. Our men did not 

know of the labor trouble, as they were Dot told of that part. Here they 

were fifteen hundred miles from hame, no mone.y. It was terrible. Many 

walked back to Virginia. Some went on foot to Illinois. Mr. Masten took 

some of them South of Brazil about three miles, where he had IL number of 

company houses, and they tried to work in his mine there. But ma.tJy' wer. 

shot at from the bushes and killed. Guards were plaoed about the mine 

by the owner, but still there was trouble all the time. The men did not 

make what Mr. Masten told them they could make, yet they had to s~ for they 

had no place to. go. .After about six months, '11I¥ husband who had be~n working 

in that mine, tell into the shatt and was injured. He was unable to work 

'J 4) 
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for over a year. I oame with JIT3 two children to take Oare of him. We had 

only a little furnitu~e. slept in what was called box beds. I walked to 

Brazil eacb morning and worked ~t whatever I could get to do. Often did 

three washings a day and then walked home each evening, a distance of two 

miles, and got a dollar a day. 

t1ivlany of the whi te folks I worked for were well to do and often I would 

ask the Mistress for small amounts of food whioh they would throw out if 

left over from a meal. They did not know what a hard time we were having, 

but they told me to take home any of such food that I cared to. I was sure 

glad to get it, for it helped to feed our family. Often the white folks 

would give me other artioles whioh I appreciated. I managed in this way 

to get the children enough to eat and later when my husband was able to work, 

we got along very well, and were thankful. After the strike was settled, things 

were better. My husband was not afraid to go out after dark. But the coal 

operators did not treat the colored folks very good. We had to trade at the 

Company store and often pay a big prioe for it. But I worked hard and am 

still alive today, while all the others are gone, who lived around here about 

that time. There has sure been a. ohange in the country. The country was 

almost a wilderness, and where my home is today, there were very few roads~ 

just what we oalled a pig path through the woods. We used lots of corn meal, 

oooked beans and raised all the food we could during them days. But we had 

many white friends and sure was thankful for them. Here I am, and still 

thankful for the many friends I have." 
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(A) ~ •• Callie Braoey -daugb:ter- 414 BlAke street. 

(I) Anna Pritchett -Fedenl V{ri~8tP!-o~'3t- 1200 KelrbuokF 

avenue. !ndianapolia, Indiam. 

Mrs. Callie Bracey'. mother, Loui •• Terrell, _s bouth1;, 

vdlen a child. by Andy Ramblct, a farmer, near Jaokson, Miss. She!a4 

to work very hard ill the fields fram early morning until ao late ill the 

evening, as they could potlsiblr •••• (A) 

No _tter how hard she had worked all dar after oam1Dg in 

trom the field, she would have to oook ~or the next day. pack:1.D« the 

lunch buents tor the field handa. It _de no d1f'terenoe how tired 

.he _s, when the horn wa, blown at 4 aem., she bad to go into the t1eK 

tor another day ot bard work. (A) 

The WQMn lad to split rails all day long, just l1ke the -.. 

Cnoe L~. got so cold" her teet .. ead to be t'POBet'lJ wben they ~cl .. 

11 ttl., they lad nolla 80" she could not l'Wi»II.r her shoe.. She had to 
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wrap her t .. " in burlap, 80 ahe would be able to go In~o the fie14 

the next day. (A) 

The Ra:mblet ... re lmonn tor their good butter. TheJ 1.1-.,. 

had more than they could use. The ma.ater w.nted the slaves 'to have 

SOIII8. but the lR1au-.l. w.n'bed to .ell 1t. aha did not believe in giving 

good butter 'to alawa and al_ys let it get strong before abe wulci 

let them have any. (.A) 

No slave. from n.ighbor~ te.rms 1II8re allowed on the Rambln 
~!"r 

farm, they would got whipped ott 0.8 )(ir. R&mblet d1~t ant anyone 
, .... 

tt;> put id0tJ.8 in hil alaveta heads. (A) 

On speoial oocasions, the older alaw8 .... 1"8 allowed to go to 

the ohurch of their -..1=8r, they had to .1t in the back of the ohuroh, 

and take no }Brt in the serv1oe. (It.) 

Loui •• __ gi-nm 'two dreases .. year, Iier' old dreas tram laat 

yeu, abe wore .. a an underskirt. She De"I'er had ... bat, alwe.ys 111»"8 a rag 

tied over her head. (A.) 

!drs. Bracey 1s .. widow and hal a grandohild living with her. 

She re.ls abe 1s do1rJ.g '"l"1 _11, her ~Nmta bad 80 little, &I1d abe 4oe8 

subD1tiJetl Deoember 10, 11M 
IDcUalJ&pol1a, IntU." 

' .... 
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A Slave, Ambassador and City Doctor. 

This paper was prepared after several interviews had been obtained 

with the subject of this sketch. 

Dr. George Wash1ngtin Buckner, tall, lean, whltehaired, gen1al 

and alert, answered the call of his door bell. Although anxious to 

oblige the writer and w1lling to grant an interview, the life of a 

city doctor is filled with anxious solicitation for others and he is 

always expecting a sunnnons to the bedside of a patient or a profes­

sional intervIew has been slated. 

Dr. Buckner is no exception and our interviews were often dis-

turbed by the jingle of the door bell or a telephone call. 

Dr. Buckner's conversation lead in ever widening circles, away from 

the topic under discussion when the events of his own life were discuse­

Bed, but he is a fluent speaker and a' student of psychology. Psychology 

as that philosophy relates to the mental and bodily tendencies of the 

African race has long since become one of the major ;~~i:;;SWith which 

this unusual man struggles. 

est concern~. 

~y is the negro?- is one of his deep-

Dr. Buckner's first recollections center within a slave cabin in 

Kentucky. The cabin was the home of his step-father" his invalid mother 

and several children. The cabin was of the crudest construction" its 

only windows being merely holes in the cabin wall with crude bark shut-

ters arranged to keep out ... snow and rain. The furnishings of this 

home consisted of a wood bedstead upon which a rough straw bed and 
''I patchwork ~ilts provided meager comforts for the invalid mother. A 

) 
straw bed that could be pushed under ~he bed-stead through the day was 

pulled into the middle of the cabin at night and the wearied children 

were put to bed by the impatient step-father. 

The parents were slaves and served a master not wealthy enough to 
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provide adaquately for their comforts. The mother had become invalid­

ate'through the tn~k of bearing children each year and being deprived 

of medical and surgical attention. 

The master~ Mr. Buckner, along with several of bis relatives had 

purchased a large tnact of land in Green County, Kentucky and by a 

custom or tradition as Dr. Buckner remembers; land owners that owned 
.' no slaves were considered "Po' Wbite Trash· and were scarcely recognized 

as oi tizens wi thin the stateof r~entucky.' 

Another tradition prevailed, that slave children should be present-

ed to the master's young sons and daughters and be~ome their special 

property even in childhood. Adherring to that tradition the child, 

George WaShington Buckner became the slave of young 'Mars· Dickie Buck­

ner, and although the two children were nearly the srume age the little 

mulatto boy was obedient to the wishes of the little master. Indeed, 

the slave child cared' for the (Caucas/ian boy's clothing, polished his 

boots, put away bis toys and was his playmate and companion as well as 

his slave. 

Sickness and suffering and even death visits alike the just and the 

unjust, and the loving sympathetic slave boy witnessed the suffering and 

death of his little white friend. Then grief took possession of the 

little slave, he could not bear the sight of little Dick's toys nor 

books not clothing. He recalls one harrowing experience after the eeath 

of little Dick Buckner. George's grandmother was a housekeeper and 

kitchen maid for the white fiunily •. , She was in the kitchen one late af­

ternoon preparing the evening meal. The master had taken his family 

for a visit in the neighborhood and the mulatto child sat on the veranda . 
, I 

and recalled. plea.santer days. A sudden desire seized him to .look into 

the bed room where little Mars Dickie had lain in the bed. The even~~ 
.~ . l~, 
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shad_OWS had fallen, axagerated by the influence' of trees' and vines, 

and when he placed his pale face near the window pane he thought it was 

the face of littibe Dickie looking out at him. His nerves gave away 

and he ran around the house screaming to his grandmother that he had 

seen Diclde' s ghost. The old colored woman was sympathetic, dried his 

tears, then with tears coursing down her own cheeks she went about her 

duties. George firmly believed he had seen a ghost and~ever really 

convinced himself against the idea until he had reached the years of 

manhood. He ~emembers how the story reached the ears of the other slaves 

and they were terrorized at the suggestion of a ghost being in the mas­

ter's home. "That is the way superstitions always started" said the Doc­

tor, "Some nervous persons received a wrong impression and there were 

always others ready to embrace the error." 

Dr. Buckner remembers that when a young daughter of his master 

married, his sister was given to her for a brid~l gift and went away 

from her own mother to live in the young mistress' new home. "It alw'QW:s 

filled us with sorrow when we were separated either by circumstances of 

marriage or death. Although we were not properly housed, properly nour­

ished nor properly clothed we loved each other and loved ODr cabin homes 

and were unhappy when compelled to part." 

"There are many beautif~l spots near the Green River and our home 

was situated near Greensburgh, the county seat of Dreen County. The 

area occupied by Mr. Buckner and his relativps is located near the river 

and the meanderings of the stream almost formed a peninsula covered with 

rich soil. Buckner's hAll relieved the landscape and clepr springs bub­

led through crevices affording much water for household .se and near those 

springs white and negro children met to enjoy themselves. 
-= 

"Forty years atter I lett Greensburg I went back to visit the springs 

and try to meet my old triends.' The friends had passed away, only a tew 
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merchants and salespeople remembered my ancestors." 

4. 30 

A story told by Dr. Buckner relates an evening at the beginning of the 

Civil War. "I had heard my parents talk of the war but it did not seem 

real to me until one night when,mother came to the pallet where we slept 

and called to us to "Get up and tell our uncles good-bye." Then four 

startled little children arose, Mother was standing in the room with a 

candle or a sort of torch made from grease drippings and old pieces of 

cloth, (these rude candles were in common use and afforded but poor light) 

and there stood her· four brothers, Jacob, John, Bill,a~d Isaac all with 

the light of adventure shin~ing upon their mulatto countenances. They 

were starting away to fight for their liberties and we were greatly im-

pressed. " 

Dr. Buckner stated that' officials thought-Jacob entirely too aged 

to enter the service as he had a few scattered white hairs but he remem-

bers he was brawny and unafraid. Isaac was too young but the other two 

uncles were accepted. One never returned because he was killed in battle 

but one fought tbroughout the war and was never wounded. He remembers 

how the white men were indignant vecause the negroes were allqwed to 

6nlist and how Mars Stanton Buckner was forced to bide out in the woods 
J 

for many months because he.had met slave Frank Buckner and hae tried to 

kill him. 
, 

Frank returned to Greensburg, forgave his master and procurred 
- . 

a paper stating that he was at fault, aften which Stanton returned to 

active service. "Yes, the road has been long. Memory brings back those 

days and the love of my mother is still real to me, God bless herl" 

" 
Relating to the value of'an education Dr. Buckner hopes every 6au-

aassian and Afro-American youth and maiden will strive to attain great 

heights. His first ef,orts tb procure knowledge consisted of ~eciting 

A.B.S.s from the McGuftyls Blue backed speller with his unlettered sister 

tor a teacher. In later years he attended a school conducted by the 
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Freemen's Association. He t bought a grammar f9~ a white school boy 

and studied it at home. When sixteen years of age he was employed 

to teach negro children and grieves to recall how limited his ability 

was bound to have been. nWhen a father considers sending his son or 

daughter to school, today, he orders catalogues, consults his friends 

and considers the location and surroundings and the advice of those 

who have patronized the different schools. He finally dacides upon 

the school that promises the boy or girl the most attractive and com­

fortable aurroundings. When I taught the African children I boarded 

with an old man whose cabin was filled with his own fami31y. I climbed 

a ladder leading from the cabin into a dark uncomfortable loft where 

a comfort and a straw bed were my only conveniences." 

Leaving Greensburg the young mulatto made his way to Indianapolis 

where he became acquainted with the first educated negro he had ever 
~ 

met. The ~egro was Robert Bruce Bagby, then principal of the only 

~chool for Begroes in Indianapolis. nThe same old building is stand-
-;:::.. 

ing there today that housed Bagby's institution then," ha declares. 

Dr. Buckner recalls that when he left Bagby's school he was so 

low financially he had to procure a position in a privata relidence as 
I 

house boy. This position was followed by many jobs of sarviig tables 

at hotel,\s and eating houses, of any and all kinds. Wbile engaged in 

that work he met Colon~~ Albert Rohnson and his lovely wife, both nat­

ives of Arkansas and he remembers their congratulations when they learn­

ed that he was striving for an education. They advised his entering 

an educational institution at Terre Haute. His desire had been to 
. 

enter that institution of Normal Training but felt doubtful of succeed-

ing in the advanCed courses taught because his advantages had been so 

limited, but Mrs. Johnson told him that "God gives his talents to the 
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different s.pecies· and 1Ua he would love and protect the ~egro boy." 

After studying several years at the Terre Haute State Normal 

George W. Buckner felt assured that he was reasonably prepared to 

teach the negro youths and B.ccepted the professorship of I.. ·schools 

at Vincennes, Washington/and other Indiana Villages. "I was interested 

D in the young people and anxious for their advancemen·t but the suf­

fering endured by my invalid mother,Y{ho had passed into the great be-

yond, and the memory of little Mastel' Dickie's lingering illness and 

untimely death would not desert my consciousness. I determined to take 

up the study of medical practice and surger¥ which I did." 

Dr. Buckner graduated from the Indiana Electic Medical College in 

1890. His services were needed at Indianapolis so he practiced medicine 

in that city for a year, then located at Evansville where he has enjoy-

ed an ever increasing popularity on account of his sympathetic attitude 

among his people. 

~en I came to Evansville," says Dr~ Buckner, "there were seven-

ty wlrlte physicians practicing in the area, they are now among the de­

parted. Their task was streneous, roads were almost impossible to 

travel and those brave men soon sacrificed their lives for the good of 

suffering humanity." Dr. Buckner described several of the old doc-
~~ f}' ~ to,; ! i t ... ;. 

tors as "StridiD.g a horse and s&tting out through all kinds of weather.tt 
, 

Dr. Buckner is a veritable encyclopedia of ~egro lore. He stops 

at many points during an interview to relate stories :Il.e has gleaned 

here and there. He has forgotten where he first heard this one or 

that one but it helps to illustrate a pOint. One he heard near the 

end of the war follows, and although it has recently been retold it Ii 
holds the interest of the listener. "Andrew Jackson owned an old pegro 

slave, who stayed on at the old home when his beloved master went into 
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politics, became an American soldier and statesman and finally the 7th 

president of the United.States. The good slave still remained through 

the several years of the quiet uneventful last years of his master and 

witnessed his death, which occurred at his home near Nashville, Tennessee. 

After the master had been placed under the sod, Uncle Sammy was seen 

each eay visiting Jackson's grave. 

"Do you think President Jackson is in heaven?" an q acquaintance 

asked Uncle Sammy. 

"If .. n he wanted to go dar, he dar now," said the old man. "Ii'-n Mars 

Andy wanted to do any thing all Hell couldn r t keep him from doin r i tc " 

Dr. Buckner believes each ~~gro is confident that he will take him­

self with all hi8 peculiarities to the land of promise. Each physical 

feature and habitual idiosyncrasy will abide in his redeemed personality. 

Old Joe will be there in person with the wrinkle crossing the bridge of 

his nose and little ~tephen will wear his wool pulled back from his eyes 

and each will recognize his fellow man. ~hat fools we ail are." declar-

ed Dr. Buckner. 

Asked his views concerning the different books embraced in the 

Holy Bible, Dr. Buckner, who is a student of the Bible said, HI believe 

almost every story in the Bible is an allegory, composed to illustrate 

some fundemental truth that could otherwise never have/been clearly pre­

sented only through the medium of an allegory." 

"The most treacherous impulse of the human nat~e and the one to 

be most itreaded is jealousy." With these words the aged Negro )Soctor 

launched into the expression of' his political views. "I!m a Democrat." 

He then explained how he voted for the man but had confidence hbat his 

chosen party possesses ability in choosing proper candidates. He is 

an ardent follower of Franklin D. Roosevelt and speaks of WOQdrow Wilson , . 
with bated 'breath. 
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Through the influence of John W. Boehne, Sr., and the friendly 

advice of other influential citizens of Evansville Dr. Buckner was ap-
-----\ 

pointed minister to Liberia; __ ?n Woodrow Wilson I s cabinet!J in the year 

1913. Dr. Buckner appreciated the confidence of his friends in appoint-

ing him and cherishes the experineces gained while abroad. He noted 

the expressions of gratitude toward cabinet members by the citizens of 

that African coast. One Albino youth brought an offering.of luscious 

manGoes and desired to see the minister from the United States of America. 

Some natives presented palm oils. "The natives have been made to under-

stand that the United States has given aid to Liberia in a financial way 

and the customs - service of the republic is temporarIly administered 

headed by an American." "A thoroughly civilized ~egro state does not 

\ exist in Liberia nor do I believe in any part uf West Africa. Supersti.-­
? 

tion is the interpretation of their religion, their poritical views are 
-' 

a hodgepodge of unconnected ideas. Strength over rules knowledge and 

jealousy cro~ds out almost all hope of sympathetic achievement and ad­

justment." Dr. Buckner recounted incidents where jealousy was apparant 

in the behavior of men and women of higher civilizations than the Afri-

can natives. While voyaging to Spain on board a Spanish vessel, he 

witnessed a very refine~,polite Jewish woman being reduced to tears by 
r 

the taunts of a Spanish offIcer, on account of her nationality. "Jeal-I 
I 

ousy," he said, ·protrudes itself into politics, religion and prevents! 
I 

educational achievement. II 

"During a political campaign I was compelled to pay a robust neg-

ro man to follow me about my professional visits and my social evenings 

with my friends and family, to prevent meeting physical v:tolence to 

myself or family when political factions were virtually at war within 

the area of Evansville. The influence of political captains had brought 
.. 

about the dreadful condition and ignorant ~egroes responded to their 
,.=:;:::. 
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noli tical graft, Vii thout reullz1r16 who had befriended t~16m in need'. tt .. 
"The negro youths al'G especially subject to propaganda of the 

four-fl~lsherfor their home influence ls,to sny the least, negative. 

Their opportuni ties 11mi tad, tllelr educntlon neglected and they are 

., .-.) . .). 

tk-

easily aroused by the meddling 1nfluence of the vote-getter and tJ:le 

traitor. I would to God that t:leir eyes might be opened to .the light." 

Dr. Buckner's inf'luenco 109 mostly ex.h1bited in the sick room, where 

his presence is introduced in the effort to relleve pain. 

'l'he cradual rise from :31avery to prominence, the many trials encount-

ered along the road has ripened the always sympathetIc nature of Dr. Buck-

ner tnto a responsive suffer among a suffor'lng peoplo. He has hope that 

proper influences and. sympati:letlc adv1ce will mould the plastic character 

of the Afro-American youths of the Uni ted Sta tas into proper ci tizens 

and that their irrnnortal souls inherit the promised reward of' the redeeem-

ed tl1rough grace. 

"Receivers of emancipation from slavery and enjoyers of emanci-

pation from sin through tha sacrifice of Abraham Lincoln and Jesus Christ; 

Vfny should not the negroes be exalted and happy?" are the words of Dr. 

Bucl{ner. 

Note: G. W. Buclmer was born December 1st, 1852. The negroes in 

. Kentucky expressed it, "In fox hunt In r time" One brother was born in 

"Simmon time", one in "Sweet tater time,1t and another in "Plantin' time." 

-----Negro lore • 
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The Life Story of George Taylor Burna. 

(r~~~) 
Ox-carts and flat boats, and pioneer surroundings; crowds 

36 

of men and 

wiman croviding to the rails of river stee.mboats;gay ladies in holiday attire 

and gentleman in tall hats, low cut vestS and silk mufflers; for the excursion 

boats carried the gentry of every area. 

A little negro boy clung to the ragged skirts of a slave mother,both ?rere 
.' . 

engro~sed in watchine the great wheels that ploughed the kississippi river 

into ,oaming billovro. Many boats stopped at Gregery's Landing, Missouri to 

stowaway wood, for In.aD¥ engines were firec. with \'food 3.n the ee,rly ceys 0 

; 

T~le Burnis. br0t:thers operated a wood yard at the Landing and the wock of 
h£wla !:r 

cutting, ~and piling wood for the commerce was performed by slaves of the 

Burns plantation. 

George Taylor Burns was five years of age and helped his mother all day as 

she toiled in the wood yards. liThe colder the weather,the more hard work we 

had to do." declares Uncle George. 

George Taylor Burns, the child of Missouri slave parents, recalls the scenes 

enacted at the Burns.' wood yards so long ago. He is a resident of Evansville, 

Indiana and his snow white harr and beard beari testimony that his days ~ve 

been already long upon the earth. 

Uncle George remembers the time when his infant hands reached in vain for 

his mother, the kind and gentle Lucy Burns: Remembers a long cold winter of snow 

and ice when boats were tied up to their moorings. Old master died that winter 

and many slaves were sold by the heirs, among them was Lucy Burns. - . 
Little 

George clung tp his mother but strong"hands tore away his clasp. 'Then he watched 

her oross a distant hill, chained to a long line of departing slaves. George 

never saw his parents again and although the memory of his mother is vivid he 

sCaroely re~bers.hi8 father's face. He said, "Father was blaok' but m:t mother 

was a bright mulatto." 
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Nothing impressed the little boy with Buch unforgettable imagery as the 

cold which descended upon Greogery's Landing one winter. ];J:otherless, hungry, 

desolate and unloved, he often cried himself to sleep at night while each day 

he was compelled to carry wood. One morning he failed to come when the horn 

was sounded to call the slaves to breakfast. "Old Missus went to the negro 
= 

que.rters to see what 'was wrong. tt and "She was horrified when she found I was 

frozen to the bed.1t 
- -------_.- .. '''---'' .. 

She carried the s:ma.ll bundle of suffering humanity to the kitchen of her 

home and placed him near the big Oven. When the warmth tha'wed the frozen child 

the toes £'ell from his feet. "Old kissus told me I would never be strong 

enough to do hard work, and she had the neighborhood shoemaker fashion shoes 

too short for any body's feet but mine. tI said Uncle George. 

Uncle George doesn't remember why he left ldssouri but the sister of 

Greene Taylor brought him to Troy, Indiana. Here she learned that she could 

not own a slave within the State of Indiana so she indentured the child to a 

flat boat captai~ to wash dishes an~ tait on the crew of workers. 

"George was so small of stat~that the captain had a low tavle and stool 

made that he might work in comfort. George's mistress received $15,00 per 

month for the service of the boy for several years. 

From ~rking on the falat boats George became accustomed to the river and 

soon received employment as a cabin boy on a steam boat and from that time thrcllgh 

out the most active days of his life George Taylor Burns was a steam-boat man • 
• 

In fact he declares, "I know steamboats froIn wood box to stern wheel." 

"The life of a riverman is a good life and interesting things happen on 

the river."' says Uncle George. 

Uncle George has been imprisoned in the big D-ail at l~ew Orleans. lie has 

seen his fellow slaves beaten into insensibility while chained to the whipping 

post i.n Oongo Square at New Orleans. 

- I 
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lle was badl:,r trR~'.too "li/hile a slave but he has wi tnesse~ even more cruel 

treatment aUY'liBistered to his fellotl slaves. 

38 

AmcJll2.' other e;ccitin(:. occurrences rer~":)J'1bereL.. oy the ala ner:ro I,i.S.l1 when herecells 

-t 
early river advelltures is aIle in v;hC',;L:h a flat cc£.<;t SUI.l.k l1er.r .. -e'l ()rlee.ns. After 

clinrinf, for l:Ulny hours to the G.riftin;~: wr0ckc.[_.~ he 'Wl:':'> rescued l ha.lf dead frolJl 

exhaustion. 

in memory I ~jeor::e 'l'aylor ;':;urns stHnds in the sluve mart at !\~ef; Urleans and 

hears the Auctiuneers I he.TIUner, for ho vre.s sold like a bee.st of burden. by Greene 

'i.'aylor, brother of his mistress. (;r'3ene Taylor, hov~ever, had to refund the money 

and return the slave to his mistress when his' crippled feet were discovered. 

ttG-reene l'a;y"lor "/fI.S like Iilany other people I have knovm. n.e was alvinys ready 

to make life unhappy for a ne{ro. tt 

Uncle Georbe, al thouf;h possessin[ an ullusue.l amount of intellifence and 

ability to lee.rfll, hu.s a ver:{ limited educa.tion. ttThe neg;roes were not allowed 

an educa.tion," he relates. "It 'was dancerous for any person to be caucht eao.ch-

a ne,::ro and sever('.l ~eEl'oes vrer(;I put to deo.th 1ece.use they could read. 1I 
.:~.:.::. -::; 

uncle Ceorse recalls a few superstitions entertf:<.ineci by the ri7ennen. 

nIt was bad luck for n \\'hite (;t~t to coue aboard the bOt:~t." lIi~orsa shoes were 

carried for ;:;ood luck. II "If rats left the boat the crew- wns uneasy I for feHr of 

a wreck." 'Uncle Geor ~ e has -verJ -little faith in any supersti'cion but remem-

bers some of the crews he.cl. 

Arno-% other boats on which this old river man WEtS ~mployed are "The Atlantic" 

on which he was cabin boy. '1'he "BiG Gray Eagle" on which he assisted in many 

ways. He workeci where boats were being constructed while he lived at New Albany. 

12,any soldili:lrs were re l;urned to their homes by means of flat boats and steam 

boats vihen the Civilvwar had ended and many recruits "were sent by water during the 

war. Just after I'eace was declared George met Elizabeth Slye, a young slave 

girl who had just been set free. "Liza would come to see her mother who was 
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working on a boat." "People used to come down to the landings to see boats 

came in,Hsaid Unole George. George and Liza were free, they married and 

made New Albany their home, until 1881 when they came to Evansville. 

39 

Unole George said the Eclipse was a beautiful boat, he remembers the letter­

ing in gold and the bright lights and pollshetLrails of the longest steam boat 

ever built in the ~st. Measuring 365 feet in length and Uncle George deolares, 

"For speed she just up and hustled." 

HLouisville was one of the busiest towns in the Ohio Valley." says Uncle 

George, but he remembers New Orleans as the market plaoe where almost all the 

surpl~ products were marketed. 

Unole George has many friends along the ~~ter-front towns. He admires the 

Felker family of Tell City, Indiana. He is proud of his own raoe and rejoices' 

in their opportunities. He remembers his fear of the Ku Klu~, his horror of the 

latrol and other olans united to make life dangerous for newly emanoi.pated ~egroes 

George Taylor Burns draws no old . age pension. lie ow.ns a building located 

at Canal and Evans Streets that ak houses a number 'of· negro families. He is -=-

glad to say his credit is good in every market in the city. Although lamed 

by rhtmatic pains and hobbling on feet toeless from his young ohildhood he has led 

a useful life. "Don't forget I knew Pilot T.om. Ballard, and Aaron Ballard on the 

Big Eagle in 1858," warns Uncle George. "1Ke Negroes carried passes so we could 

save our skins if 'W8 were caught off the boats but we had plenty of good food 

on the boats.1t ~. 

Uncle George said the roustfabouts sang gay sODgs .... ~le loading boats with 

heavy freight and provi&ioDi but on account of his crippled feet he could not 
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(A) urs. Belle Futler -_u.f,h'bor-
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" ,K-, 

Belle Butler. the daughter or Chaney \1e.yer. tells of the 

hardships her mO'bher' endured clll"illr her days of ala".,.. (:8) 

Chaney was owned by Jesse Coffer, ttl. mean old devil." 

Ire 110Uld 'Whip his slaws tor the slich-at misdemeanor. and nany 

times for notb:irJ.g at all -ja!Jt enjcr.ved seeing them autter-. Jlany a 

time JesSE> would whip a alaw, throw him. down" and goup his flr-' out;. 

Such a cruel act' (A) 

Chaney's 81'-1" _a also e. ala"" em the Cotter plantation. 

One day their master dec~.ded to 'Whip tlia both. Arter whipping them 

very hard, he ~.d 'to thl-olr them c!~t to go after their e)"ea. 

Ohaney grabbed .,. ot his hands" her siater grabbed hi. othlJr band. 

each. girl bit a t~ entirely oN' ot .aoh hand of t.,"'.'r Daat.r. 

40 
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This, of course, hurt lim so very had he hB.d to t;top +..heir punishlent 

and never --' ttalllptad to whip them again. He told them h. lft)w.d aure17 

put there l.!1 his pooket (sell them) it they ever dared to ';ry an1m1ng 

like that again in 11fe. (A) 

Not so long after their fieht" Chaney _. Civen to a 

daur:hter of their master, and her sister _. gi'Wll to aaother (laughter 

.On the next farm to the Coffer taM;]." the overseers 1IOUld 

tie the slaves to the joists by their thumbs, whip them unmorci.tully. 

the;l1 ;;ialt their ba~ks to IlIlke them vary sore. (A) 

'fjhon a slave slowed down an his oorn hoeing, no matter if 

he lftlre siok, or just very tired, he would get llIllW lashes and a "'.li:ed 

baok. (.A) 

One WOlall le:ft the plantation without n pass. The owr8eer 

oaut"~t her and whipped her to death. (A) 

No slave _I 8'11er allowed to look at a book, for tear he 

mir)lt learn to read. One day the old ndstress caught a slaw boJ' with 

a book" ahe cursed him. and asked him. what he meant, and 'Y4lat he thought 

he could do with a book. She SAid he looked 111m a black dog with a 

bres.st pin on. and forba.de him to ever look into It book again. (A) 

All a1ave8 on the Co~~er plantation ware treated 5.n a zn 

inr for the theft. (A) 

tfrs. Butler livel with her daughters, has worked Wl7 hu-d 1n 
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fthe~ days." (n) 

yel\~S. 'because her oyesight has failed. Umlever. she is very cheerful 

and enjoys tell.int:: the "tales" her r.>.other would tell her. (n) 

, 

&~b'llitted Deceniber 28. 1981 
Ind~~apolis. Indiana 
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This inform2.tion VIas gained through an interview with Joseph William 

Carter and seve:ral of his daughters. The data was cheerfully given to the 

writer. Joseph ':;illiam Ci::rter has lived a long ancl , he declares, a happy 

life, ~J.,l though he VIas born and reared in bond.age,~his pleasing personality 
5-' 

has always me.cIe Ids lot an easy one £i,nd his yoke seemed en.sy to vvear. 

Joseph \';illiam Carter was born prior to the year 1836. His Li0 ther, ~iIal vina 

r was a slove in the home of ~,Ir. G:::~rdller un ti 1 a man named D. E. Smith 

her and noticing the physical verfection of the child at once purchased 

r from her master. 

vina was agrieved. at being cOID})elled to leave her old home, anG. her love-

y)'oung mistl'ess, Puss Gardner was fond of tf:e li.ttle mulJ.ato girl and had 

ught her to be a useful member of the G[:rdner famj.,ly; however, she VIas 

old to ~.:r. Smi th and. v-r8.S corrroelJ ed to accom})E'~ny him to his horne. 

Both the Gardner and Smith families lived near Gallatin, Terulessee, in 

Surr.ner County. The Smith plantation Vias situated ,on the Cumberland River 

con1ffi[ .. mded a befutiful view of river and valle;,,' acres but I.Ialvina was 

very unhap9Y. She did not enjoy the Smith family and longed for her old 

friends back in the Gardner home. 
• 

One night the little girl gathered together her few Dersonal belongings 

and started back to her old home. 

aid to travel the highway the child followed a path she knew through 

forest; but-alas, she found the way long and beset with perils. A 

_;0.1; .... ' ... /vr of uncivil Indians were encamped on the side of the Cumberlgnd moun­

a number of the young bra:tes were out hunting that night. Their 

approach was heard by the little fugitive gifl but too late for her 
. 

Aril~-India:n oalled "BuckTT oaptured her .and by all the laws 

!illlf!(,J:J,£J~I:1! was his ow:p. property(> She li vedfor almost 
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~.'lhell I,Ialvina iVgS miS::led from her new home, ;~r. ,G?}1ith went to the Gc~rdner 

plant~ti8n to report his loss, not finding hor there a wide search was 
.. ~., ...... _ .. ' A,f!'- • 

made fOT her but the IncliurlS kel)t her thoroug'lJlJ.'" con~eale d. 
....... .., .. -:- ," .. Hiss Puss, 

.. OVfever, the 8cc;rch • She };:new the IndiL1.l1S -;7ere enc2.m:pe cl on the 
~~.~ .. --......... ,,~ .. ' 

mountain and believed she would find the girl With them. Tl:e I11di2.11s 
-

finally bro~:G c:::.r:rp an<.l the T::1eL1bors of thA G:~ra.ner home watched them start 
•.... ~,..,. - .. " 

t · 1. .,..... "P on [~e ir Journey ane ~_1SS ... l":.S8 soon discovered 7:al v:.~na ,a;nong the other 

.aidens in the procession. 

he men of the Gcrdner :plfmt~lti::)]:l , white and bl:'::.ck, overtook the Inc1inns 

nel dew~:.nde d the rrirl be ;rtven u' .. ) to them. 
\",....' "-' .... T}:e I115.i:111S :relucta-:1tly Frs.ve 

·er to them. THss ?uss Gsrclner too~::: her ... becl:: a.nd :.::r. Gard.ner paid !Jr. 

Smi til the original ~lurchase -price and Unl vina Wes once more installed in 

.er old hone. 

ITalvirl8. Gardner was not yet twelve yeal's of ::~se \711e11 she was captured by the 

Indi,:::.ns end WEt.S scarcely thirteen years of age when she became the mother 

of JOBeph.','illiam, son of the uncivil Indian, "BuckTl. The chilcl was born 

in the Gc,rdner home and mother anCt child rel:lained there. The mother wa.s 

good slave anG. loved the members of the GO-rdner family and her son and she 

ere lOved by them in return. 

Puss Gardner married a 1.:1'. Hooney and rur • GLrdner 'allowed her to take 

Joseph William to her home. The I.Tooney estf.lte was s1t'uated. up on the Carth­

ridge road and some of Joseph ~7illiamf s most viVid memories of slavery and 
~.~ .. 

he curse of bondage embrace his life's span with the Mooneys. 

ne story that the aged man relates is of an encounter with an eagle and 

"George Irish, a white boy near my own age, was the son of the 

Hie tether o1)6'rated a sawmill on Bledsoe Creek near "where it empties 
. ... 

George and I often went fishing together and' 
. ;S.),")" ,~ 
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had a foOd dog called Hector. Eector ~as as good a coon dog as there 

as to be i01Jl1d in thet part of the country. That ijJ:.~y vIe boys clim'bed up 

11 the mill shea. to \7atch tho swans in BleCisoe Greek ancL we soon noticecl a 

reat big fish heTIk catchi115 the goslings. It msde us ~ad ancl we decided 

o ldll the hawk. I went bnc~ to th~ house and Got an old flint lock' rifle 

-
orbs vms, the big bird was still bus~; catching goslin2:s. The first shot 

fired broke its wing and I decided I would cat~h it and take it horne with 

e. The bird Tl1lt U-I) a terl~ible fiGht, cuttin~: me with its bill and talons. 

tr:i.eo. to help mo but the bird cut hir.:1 until hj.s 

w Is broup:ht hel'O from the field. ... ~ 

:.Ir. J·~1.cob Greene \'7as passing along and 

me to us. !-Ie tore me away frolil the bird but I conl(l not walk and the blood 

as running from my body in dozens of places. Poor old Rector, was criunled 
; .~ 

d bleeding for the bird was a big eagle and would have killed both of us 

f help had not come~ The olu. negro man still ShOVIS s igllS of his encounter 

th the eagle. He said it 'was C!f:i]Jtured anci lived El,bo,ut four months in cap-

vi ty but its wing never healed. The 'botl:" of the eaGle was stuffed with 

eat bran, by Greene HarriS t and ~)laced in the court yard in Su.nmer County. 

he Oi viI War changed things at the 1.10 on6 y plantation, n said the olel man. 

Before the ~r1a!' Mr. Hooney,never had been cruel to me. I was J.1istress Puss's 

roperty and she would never have allowed me to be abused, but some of the 

ther sle.ves endured the most cruel treatment and VJere worked nearly to death' 
Uncle Joe's memory of slavery em'braces the whole story of bondage and. 

e helpless position held 'by strong bodied men and 'Nomen' of a hardy race, 

verpowered by thenarroVi ideals of slave owners and cruel overseerers. 

When I was a little bitsy child and still lived with :Mr. Gardner," said 

he old man, "I saW many of the slaves beaten to death. Ma.ster' Gardner 

wh:!i.ppin I but every few months he sent to MiasissipP$ 
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for ne§;To rulers to corne to the plantation and rlhip all the: negroes that 

had not obe~'Ted the overseers. . b' i'. ::.g barrel ley near the barn and that 

was alviays the "\7hip,Jin place. IT Uncle Joe remembers two or three profession 

a1 slave whi:pl~,eTs and. recalls the dec~th of two of the Uississip·~ii whippers. 

He relates the star;),' as folloVls: ":LIars Gard.ner had Ol1e of the finest black 

sr;;iths that I ever saw. His arms Were strong, his muscles stood out on his 

est and shoulders and his legs were never tired. He stood there and shoed 

horses and repaired tools day after day and there was no work ever made him 

tired. !! 

ibel • ., 1 ~ . ., "'t t' . 1 bl ' , ""h o negro nan so VlVl.U y a.escrlOec. 11e non e ac.r.::Sn1ll" th~~ t he almost 

in :0e1"'so11, as the story advanced. "1 don't lmow what he had done 

rile up liars Gardner, but all of us knew that the :Blacksmith was going 

b . .01 ~ e J. ogee 0.. ',Then the whippers from tass iS81p:)i got to the plante.. tian. 

T11L b18cksrni th 1.'!orl:ecl on day and night. all day he was shaein horses and 

the snare tiEle he had he Vias makin a k..l1ife. ... ':Then the whippers got there 

of u.s were brought out to watch the whipuin but the ble,cksmi th, Jim 

to feel the lash, he jumped right into the bun4h of 

ve:rseers and negro \'!hip1)erS and knifed two whippers a.nd one overseer to 

th; then stuck the sharI) knife into his arm and bled to death. TT 

sEfemecl the only hope for this man of stl~ength. He could not humble 

to the brutal ordeal of being beaten by the slave whippers. 

When the \va1' started, we kept heaTing apout the sol;3,ier8 and finally they 

et up their camp in the forest near us. The corn was ready.to bring into 

barn and the soldiers told !,{r. Mooney to let the slaves gather it and 

into the barns. Some of the soldiers helped gather and crib the 

I Wtl1cted to hell!~t J£ii3s.fss. was afraid they would press ~e into •• 

.......... . .... . ~e h1.<1e .in the e~llar. Ther,e was a big keg of a:pple~e1d$',; 



n the celler ['~'Ja_ ever:.' dc,y :',!iss Puss handed do':::,'} 8. big 'pIate of fresh 

r snf',~'\s ri[ht out of the 1Jven, so 1 \','28 \'le11 fjo::,.~ed. 11 The old r:lan - ' 

that after tile cor::l 7lES 1.21 the crib the soldiers turned in their 

to e~t wh~t ~nd f~llen to the frouna. 

t116 Fl01 rlicl'S IJec:::me 81lcc.lTI})cd at the ::ooney -918.nt~,tion the~l had camp--

, '1' d C< 1'" ",1,..' r .... ··'.; c"", i" to, ,. <," 0'" ,o'-'rro d IT I J b th O. u':'on a 11], ~ an- .. ,0.,,8 O.l. ... l, ..... ,:d ... _~lt- .. !1(·~a. C:\';L~ c. l1C C oe :'crnem ers e 

The cannon balls 

1"8 cl1r:ined together and the sl"'ve children i70uld run c.fter the mi.ssils. 

OD6 t ~.::::e f.) i,7ould. c:ut rlovm tl'ees e.s the on.l1s rolled. throu.c?:h the 
~.' 

beli.eve i;1 \7:i.tchcraft?tT ':jas asked while interviewing the aged negro. 

t}j8 ansrIer. tTl hed a cousin that rJ['.s a fuJI blooded 

doctor. Ee got me to helll, hiC! ',71th his ~oo work. 

op1.e both whi te f.nd bl,p.c}: ~ent for the In.:.1. is.!1 r::hen the y \~tere 

Inclian and a 

A lot of 

sick. I told 

do the best I COUld, if }t ';lould hel"!" siclc -peojlle to r:et well. 

womo.n was sick ',',1ith rh1l~ne.tism a11c1 h~ ~ras foin[;' to s'ee her. He sent me in-

o the ,:loods to dirr un 'Oo1::e roots to boil. !~e then tool:: the brew to the 
~ ....... 

use where the sick \r..r0):1f.).21 lived. Hed her to put both feet in a tub filled 

into wtich he had })laced the poke root brew. He told 

e Woman she had lizards in her body enG. he 'VTaS go ing to ~ring them out of 
o 

He covered the woman 'VIi th a heavy b1an::et and made her sit for a ling 

pOssibly an honr, 'l,7i th her feet in the tub of noke root brew and water. 

slip a good many lizards into the bub and when' the woman removeQ 

feet, there 'were the li.?ards. She was soon well and believed the liz-

ds had CbIDe out of hel' legs. I was disgusted and would not practice with 
•. " .•. ". ". _..-,.t.' 

·Oousinagain." ~--

t in the Civil War." was asked Uhole Joe • 

... ,,... .. ,,,, . ...,,. ..... ~f·When I .got· o~d ;.en(ill.~b: I ent$red the .$e1',,10e and bEl.~ba.cued 
~... ." . 
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st unt~ 1 the rraT cl:)sed. II 3ar"bacueing hc~d 1)Oe1"2 1!ncle Joe's specialty 

G.nring el~~'VeT:T CLG..yS a::ld. h0 fo1J·1'!8d. t1:P, s[~r::.e professi:;n during his servtce 

. t' t'· A -P',,- ·de .('~' 1 ..., . ..,..,., ·;1-1;1: .. I.!.lt; .J,..t,::I ..... C~"_ c-1ILllJ.<.o. 

8.lId !.:1arried Sadie Scott, for-ner Slave of Mr. Scott, a ~emlessee 

tel'. SaCiie only lived 8. short tim.e after her f:'w.rriage,. He lo,ter 

Her father '.vas ngr"1ed GUl'muc 1. :~e i.vas a blacksmith 

-and f~fte:r he ',7as free, the conntrJ.':.lcn '.781'0 after hi"i~ to tc.3ce }:'is life. Ee 

was shot nine ti~es and finally ~il1ea h~~self to prevent meeting death at 

In 19~53 he fe:D .. ano. "brol::e his risht 

tlli,:)l- 'bone c .. n1 G i11ce tlKc.t t }.l.:e he nr.;.:::; we.Ike Q ',:j til 1:3. eru teh. Ee stays u-r: 

Ee possesses a noble 

character and is admired b;I 115.8 friends anCi heighbors. Tall, stra.ight, 
I 

lenn of body, his nose is aqutline; these physical characteristics he in-

herited fran his Indian ance~ters. good humor 

are characteristics handed to h~~ by his mother 9r~ fostared by the gentle 

rec:,ring 0f 11 is SOU tJ:ern mistro BS. 

11 'Gnc1e Joe G[;~rter celebrc:ted t:i1e lOO6.th aniversar~T 0:: 1:is birth a large 

cake Was presented to hi~. decorated ~ith 100 candles. The party was at-

tended b;\r child,ren ancl grandch'1-1dren, fri(3r~ds an(:-" l1ei.Eh"bors. l!~ih8.t. is ~our 

vieVlpo int?t1 was asl::e d. the 01& ::-:::;111. 

is my iin: love for my countryTl. "I vote for the rr:all, not th!.' 

religion is the religion of decency and vj.rtuci. "I don't want to 

hard in my judgement, ttsaid he, UBut I wish the iNhale VJorld would be decent. 

young man, women vlOre more clothes in bed than they noVi wear on 

street. n 

always been a lover of horeasbut he does not Clare for Automobiles 

a. d.auih~er of Uncle Joe. Uncle Joe has seven daug~ 
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he S::1YS they have always been obeclj.ent and attentive to their parents. 

mother JH18flec1 aVJ8.Y seven years ago. The sons £'J1U daughters of Uncle 

re!":',er'-:ber their grand-mother and recall stories recounted, by her of her 

tivity arnone the Indians. 

);)8 hf"cl no grf:Y hEttI'S until after mama died. His hair turned gray from 

'I • ., J.,~ '" 11 S . tt.. ef e,t heT loss.' sa].o. rs. lJB. a 'm]. l~. one of his d'?~ughters. Uncle Joe's 
-

1e reveals G. set of Ul1usuall:Y7 sound teeth fror.; \>7hic11 onl:),1' one" tooth is 

all f~:~thers and grC:'.l1(lf:::.thers, Uncle Joe recounts thE) cute deeds and fun-

sayings of the l:i.ttle childreE he }lf~8 been associated with: how his O\'V11 

Idren wit};. feather "bedecl:ed crO',711S enected the canture of their grandmother 

often Tlla~7ed "Voo-Doo Doctor. n ., 

stresses the vHlue of v!ork, not the enforced lEvor of the slave but 
.r"'';'';''p' .. 

e cheerfl).1 toil of free neo}Jle. He is gln.a. t118,t his sons nnc1. daughters 

1ndustrious cttizens ancl is rrouCl they maintain clean hor;;es for their fam-

He is ha"9T)~! because his, childreE h2.ve never 

bondage. and he respects the laws of 11is c01.mtry and ap"nrecia tes the 

terest that the citizens of Evansville have always showed, in the negro race. 

A.fter Uncle Joe became a young man he met many incliHns from the tribe 
::. 

t had held his mother captive. Through them he learned much about, h1.s 

ther which his mother had never tolc~ him. 

Though he was a f!araner sle.ve and would have been Joseph Gardner, he took 
is 

.name of Carter from a step father and WQS knovm as Joseph Carter. 
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OHIO COU£TTY Jill{- SLA.V1I:, 1ms. ELLEN CAVE, RI~_;,T£S lIER EXPERIENCES 

Ref. (A) Assistant edi tor of "The Rising SUn Recorder" furnished the,:. 

following story which had appeared in the pa:per, March 19, 1937. 

}.Iirs. Cave was in slavery for tVlelve years before she was freed by the 

Emancipation Proclamation. When she gave her story to Aubrey Robinson she 

was living in a temporary garage home back of the Ri sing Sun courthouse 

having lost everything in the 1937 flood'. 
-

WiTS. Cave was born on a plantation in Taylor County Kentucky. She 

was the property of a man who did not live up .to the popular idea of a 

SOlJ.thern gentleman, whose slaves refused to leave them, even aft~r their 

freedom was declared. 

Vlhen she was a ye~ old her mother was sold to soneone in Louisana 

and she did not see her again until 1867, when they were re-uni ted in . 

Carrol ton, Kentucky. Her father died when she was a baby. 

Mrs.' Cave told of seeing wagon loads of slaves sold down the river. 
-

She, herself was put on the block several times but never actually sold, 

although she would have preferred being sold rather than the,continuation 

of the ordeal of the block. 
) 

Rer master was a "mean man" who drank heavily, he had twenty slaves 
... 

that he fed now and then, and gave her her freedom after the war only when 

she would remain silent about it no longer. He 'was a Bout ,hern sympath~ -

lser but joi.ned the Union al'mY' where he became a ca.j)taip and was in charge 

of" a Union commdseary4 Finally he wa$ suspected and,charged with mustering 
. -

.;~pplies to the rebel ~ II He wa.s impri aoned for some time, then courtmartialel 

sentenced to die. He esca.Iied by bribing his negro guard • .... , , 

1Irs. Cave said tha.t her master's father had many young women slaves 

·'.old his own half-breedchildrendQ'Wn the river to Louisiana. plantations 
.... ' .... . - '. . ..',:, ' . .... '" . 

'. . ,.... ~ - ...... ~. .:: ~.' . . ~ 

'wo-rk .wasso'seTere:that th.e; $lave:''''''·soon 'di$d:. '':- >- ". ..•.. .... ." '.. -:." .. :. , '. -:' .• '.'- .' ' ...... - '. 



remembered sa.wing logs in, the snow a.~l clay. In thesu.mrtiershe "pttoh,ed hay 

or any other man's work in the field. She wa.s tr,ained to oarry three 

buckets of water at the same time, two in her ahands and one on her head 

and said she could still do 'i t. 

On this :plantation the chief artiole of food for the slaves wa.s bran­

bread, although the master's children were' kind and often slipped them out 
, ' 

meat or other food. 

1~:r6. Ca.ve, remembered seeing 'General Woolford a.nd Gener~l Morgan of the 

Southern f,orces when theYJ.nade friendly visi t's to the plantation. She saw 

General Grant twice ,during the war. She saw soldiers d,rilling, near the 

. plantation. Later' she was ca.ught and whipped by night riders, or ":pa.t-a­

. rollers" , as she tried to slip out to negro religious meetings. 

Mrs. Cave wa.s driven from her plantation two years, after the wa.r· and . . 
., 

toca.rrQllton, Kentucky, where she found her mother 'and' soo~ married' 
" :; . _ _ . ', .. ~ ~ ... ' . . i ' . • ,-' ' 

s Cave, a former slave 01',1. a plantatio·n near hers· in Taylor oounty. , Yre. 
, , -

.. , •. C'nl!>,... ...... ha.d thi,rteen"children.. '.' 
~~'.,. ::" . ,'0-, ~ ': ~ •. ; : _. • 

For many yeal's, Nxs. 9aveh~,~ 'lived on a famabout two and one half' mi. 
,- " 

thof, Rising Sun. ~ 'E.veryt}ling' she ,;had was wasp.ed away: in the, floo~and, 

il,~~ in the 'court. ;hou:~&a.i.~e un;il~er ~~.c~tb,db~ reliqU t~ ('A} '. 
:' ',. • • ;.1 " ." _~.:::~~-., ~ : •. :.:.:/,.' .~.~.\ .. ' ..... :.:; ..... \--: .'" ~. '" ", >'. ," .'~. > ,:,"\ ' ...... ;~ : ,t" ; :,-. ': ';' . . ,~: ~';i: . 

","."' '. ,,' . . . .... "r, 
,; " . 

".,. 

,,' .. / ... , 
. .~ .... " .:. 

:/ ... , ',;" ,_0,., 

.~ .. " . . . 
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(A) Mrs. Harriet Cheatam -Ex",Sl&T8 6 816 Darnell .treet. 

CD) luma. Prltchltt. Federal Writer, 1200 Kentueky AYOlW&. 

Incidentu in the lite ot lIrs. Cbeatam as ahe told them 

to _. (B) 

"1 was born, in 1813, in Gallatin, Ton.nesaee, M yean 

ago this oonline (1917) Christmas dq." (A) 

"Our muter, Martin Henley, a farmer, waa hard on WI 

alaV81, but we were happy in spite ot our lack." (A) 

"rfben I WL"3 a child, I didn.t ha .... it u hard .. IIOBII8 ot 

the ehild.ren in the quarters, I e.l~!I stayed in the "big boUM~" 

slept on the floor, right neal" t:M t1rep1aoe. With Oll8 quilt tor ., 

bed and ODD quilt to oewer me. Then wbtn I growed up, I was 111 

the quarterl." (A) 

"After thB Civil war, I went to Ohio to oook tor aeXleral 

Payne. We had a nice lite in the gtul8ral' 8 house.ft (A) 

"I ;remembe r OM night, way bllCk be tore the CiTil war, 
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.. wanted 8. goose. I went out to steal one u.s that was tne only 

way we slaves would have 0118. I crept very qUiet-lika, put J'J!t1 

band in where thsy was and grabbed, and what do you suppose I ha.4' 

A great biS polo oat. hell, I dropped him. quiok, ent ba.ok. took ott 

all '1ltJI olothes, dug a. hole, and buried them. Thil nex0 night I 

went to the right place. g~Jled me a nice big ~~~. held hi. neck 

and teet 80 be oouldn't holler, put him under nr:/ arm. and ran with him, 

and did we eat 1" (11.) 

"We otten h.a.d. prayer meeting ou·t in the ql.larters, and to 

keep the folks in the "big house" from. hearing UB, ... would taD 

pots. turn them down, put 80athing under them, that let the 

sound r;o in tb3 pots, put the.m in a. row by the door. thBn our 

voices would not go out, and we oould alDg and pray to our heart t. 
content." (A) 

It At Thanksgiving t1ma we would. haTe pouud cab. That 

was tiM. We would ta.l:m our hands and beat and beat oW" oab 

dough, put the dough in a skillet, coyer it with the lid a.nd put it 

in the fireplace. (The oovered skillet would act our· ovens of 

toda.y." It would ta.lce all day to bph. but it sure would be good, 

not liD the caDs you ba.ve today.'" (A) 

"When we oooked our regular meal., we would put our 

food in pot., elide tham on an iron rod that hooked into thD tire­

place. (They we" oalled pot boob.) The pots hung ri,ht onr 
"<I ... 

the open fire and would boil until tl.£'ood was done." (A) 
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"~V8 otten made ash oake. (That is mad.e of biscuit 

dough.) m:en 'cile dough was ready. we Ervlept a olean place on the 

floor of the fireplace, smoothed tho dough out with our hands, took 

SGm8 aahe., put them on top of the dough, than put some hot coale 

011 top ot tm ashes, and ,just lett it. When it vms done, ~ 

brushed otf the ooals, took out -the bread, brushed orf the ashes, 

child, that was bread.ft CA) 

"Wbln we roasted a ohicken, ..... m eat :tt all nice a.nd. clean, 

stuffed hL.--n with drelsing, greased him a.U aver good, put a 

cabbage lea.f" on the floor of the fireplace, put the ohioan on 

the oabbage leaf, then oovored him good vTith a.."lOt~r cabbage leaf, 

and put hot ooalll allover and around him, and 1ert him to ro .... t. 

That ie the best 'way to oook ohicken." (A) 

~s. Chea.trun lives with e. daughter, :Mrs. Jones. She 

is a very amall old lady, plea.sant to talk with, has a very happy 

spare time. 

She baa beautiful white hair and is wry proud ot it. (B) 

submitted December 1, 191'1 
Ind1anapoli. ~ lnd.1ana 

By: ANNA PRITCHETT 
-----F~{~e~l~d~i~{r~!~ti-r------
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from an lnt.rv1cw with J .. a 0h11~ ••• and from John :Bell both l1v­
l!L': nt 312 S. E. 1111fth 8tl'tlet. l!.'vtlnsv1J.le, Indiana. 
. - . 

Kn.o\m as Unole J:t'nM1 by the- many chtldren that cluater about 

t:\0 a:?;ea :mn.n never tirinc; o.f htsstorlea of "When I WIlS Ii! ohile.« 

. "Yfl:l.Clfl I w~e a Chllf) 11Y dr.dd..y arlO mrurrn.e. WP.tt slp.vee ant1 1 was a 8 

sJ.: V{J, tf so he$j1!'.8 lr.tf!.ny recounted, tnles of the lon::: arc~o. 

Harr. at Nf;,shville, 'I'ennessee In. the :ve,,-l' lPOO, UneJ~ J:J.mmle 

::'o:''(':r11101>8 t~13 Civil Wf.tr (l.nys V:.,tth tile f)xclt1nc events as related. to 

L~.[l ()wn fl""~,ly c.nl' the fm"!1t of f:rf'~ma Ch.ildress .. his master. He re-

itA beautiful View oot;tld always bo enjoyed f'rom the hillsides an« 

tlw:r-e were mfJl1Y protty homes belong1n0 to the r:tch 01 t1zens, Slav" 

!r.c.pt tl~.e Inwne sm.ooth and tended the flowe~e fOT miles Q.:r>01:mo Nashville. 

J'Dcle 31:mmle Oh11dress hes no ltnowleliBtl of hie master-. ho,vIng 

pl"act1cet1, c:c*uelty towards an,,:! slsve. "Vie was all well fed~ well clotn.4 

~~d lived in ~ood eablna. I never got a cross word f~om Mcr. John 1n 

my llf'e, tt he declared. "When the $lnvee got thell' freedom the,. rejal .... 

stayt~::; 'up many- nlt,;hta to ain.\;;, clf'..nce and enjoy themselves, altbf)ugh 

·tbeiat111 depended on old-Mars John tor ~ood and bod, th~y telttoo 

exoited to wO'Pk In the tlela. or >oore for the Ito"It. 'they bated t() 

lea.ve their h.ome. but Mr. Ch.114re8. told them ttl) go out .and make' hom .. 

for theme.lft •• -

• ___ ~ p .......... __ .,.21 ... .,t _~1 ... __ • ~. 

~~:."_"~" ~ •. _ ...,. ........ )1"" ~ ... .., .... :J; '~""11,~ ,,' 
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...... 111. _iDee 1881.. _ft .or .. t •• * goo4 ...... 8ft4 .... ::1161.1 

will ,.11 lOU I haft bad 0817 ,.. .... lD. tM oit, Of ..... v1U •• • 

U'U~ 41"'., -.... ala l:loW the alaVU al.,. ,...,..4 to God. ,. fH_-' aDdUbe ............ alwap ......... "ebet\t fl •. ..,., ,... .. 

slav •• would. be 110 lGBpr au... "" ,,,...,..4 bapP1-

tl1I1 paopl.. lov ... 004. 'bhltf ................ ~ Lew ... .. 

Uhafttlo' .... _ of the be ••• oDgII t_, • ..,11-. .... -Ole 1bInS.. 

sang a .taaa 01 the ~'oas and .aid 1 t "1.~ .. Gofi -..' ••• 1fts fbi· 

negroea t .... 
, , 

tt'lM ..... at 1At-. ObllcllU. t plaee ... al.l.oW4 t;O 1 .... · .. 

muoh .. tibe" •• u14. ..".al. 0'1 'bbe -J'O\I1l8 ' .. ooul4 .... and WlM. 

110uI' __ tel' .... 800d. BUIll and 4lcl ..... M aJatbodr:t,tf 

J ... OblltlNM 1 •• ' ","It _~_Il td ..... ~th 01'1.,. 
wool¥4Wk iMd». Ie u 81- he 1 • ..,- • muI .... 1M.iti • Ub.o.fOup 

blooded ...... 

.. 

,. 

.... '. 

-:. ~.; ~: . 
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(A) Mr,. Sarah Colbert -Ex-Slave· 1605 N~rth capitol 

lin. Sarah Carpenter Colbert wu born in Alan County. 

Xen1naGJq' in 18&1. Sha ..... O1m8d by lAip carpenter, .. t&lwr. (A) 

lItr te.ther, I .... Carpesrter .... the CraraUoll of hi • 

.... ,., I..-1p caa,;eater, whe .... Tert kb4 to hSa. Iaaao ftrDc1 

OIl tbe tars lIJ1tl1 the old -..ter" cleatll. Be ..... tbe lold to Jill 

Kerarlazl4 in I'raakton Eentuoky. Jbl'. wife 1tU Tar,( mean t. the 

.1 .... , wh1ppe4 tha recu1ar11' eTll7 -ra1Dc 1;0 .tart the 4&7 n&ldJ. 
(.A) 

0- -J'IW:Ic a.tber ... .,..~ be .. tiDc. I.8M _t aa old .1 .... , 

who ... keel btJa W'b7 M let his mi.t,.. •• 'beat h1a 80 muoh. I ..... 

~, aDd. ... _4 h1a what be .. ulcl c10 abold 1t.. !bt 01( an. to14 

:tda 11 M would 'bite bel' toot, the _xt time a. knoeD4 b1la dea, 

I .... ,,14 atop Maid.DC h1a ad. perbapa _11 bta. (A) , 

!hi au:b -rsWta h8 1IU pttsb& hi. "pl.&%" b,.tiDe. -

w1111a&1)" tell w the tlIoJ', '''N4 h1.e ai.tre •• ' toot, bit .,. 



'"17 bard. 8_ trled "'17 baN to pull a;n;y ha. bla. bit _14 •• 

• till ~i~, .ha JI'IU1 &I"OU1I4 1a tlw room. I ..... till 11.0]41. ea. 

l1Dally, ahe ,topped beatiDC him arJ4 DeftI' attempted to atrilra 

h1a aca1Jl. (A) 

'. 
~ . 

fhe un ..... k he ..... put on thl blook, beiDe a nq COO4 

1IOrar u4 a .... 17 Itl'ODI aau., the h1dl ... ,. Jd.&h. (A) 

1U.a JOtIIIC ".1". Leip Jr., outb14 eTeJ'18- u4 

boU&ht him tor .1100.00. 

111. 70lIIJC mi.tre ....... '"17 _an to him. He -a aga1D. to 

hi, old. tri.e1l4 tor Uri ... !ida tbe .. wld him to pt ... 

yellow dun, 'prinkle it around. 11'1. hi. mistres.' room and it 

po. sible , pt .ome in her shoes. th1s be d14 and 1n ... bo .... tt. 

he wu .old .. ala to Jobuon Carpell'ter 1n the ... CO\IIl'ty. He .... 

not Nally' t",ated &Il71:uri;bel' there_ B1 th1a 1st. he .... '"17 

t1red of 'beiDe aUtreatecl. Be """'"4 bJ.a 014 .... ter tell1D& 

lda to "'1" let up_ be _L~ .. hiL Ba ru. ... '" hi. 014 

min,. •• , told. ... ot Ida ....,. bli.z'Qhipa. a.rad told bel' what the 

014 ... ,. bad. told. him, so Ibit ... him b&ek. At the .n sale 

I. boupt hla, aa4 be 11ft4 there ..... U llaftJ7 .... abolis.l.. (A) 

Btl" ,ruUatl»r, Bat Ca.r.Pe_r, ..... an ambitloua .1...,.. 
he 4,. .,. aa4 boupt hi, he ..... the. "1I&1It hil wite by pqbIc 

tsO.OO a 7"&1" .... .1' ".1' tor here Sbe ocmtd ... 4 to work Oil the 

tara .f ..... _ .. ~ tor a ftl'7 aall ..,.... (A) 

Bn" .u., JlLUl4&, 11....a on the farm. DDt fa,- ".. 

h1a, be .... al,1ew4" rtalt ber ""'17 svad.ltr. OM Sl.ID4." 
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it loobd l1k8 rain, h1a muter told h1m to gatlwr in tba Gilt., 

he refused to do this and lI'U beatel1wlt.h a raw h14e. Be Will 10 

ancry, he went to one of the witoh -er&.ttera for a oharm 80 hi 

oould fix hi. old ... ter. (A) 

The wl tch doctor told him to let five DIJW nail., &8 tt.N 

were £1..,. -.bert in his master' a family, walk to the bam, then 

walk baolararde a few steps. poUDd ou nail in the groUDd, giTiDe 

each nail the raatIl8 of til aoh member of th8 faa1ly. 'ta.rt1nc with tt. 

D1Nter, thin the mBtre •• , and so on throUih the tully. EMh 

time one nail wu poun.ded down 1n the groUDd, walk baoJDnuodJ and. naU 

the next one in until all were potmded .deep in tlw ,roUDd. BII 

did &I 1nItruoted and WU ne'YBr beaten e.ca.1D. (A) 

Jane Ga.rmen was the villap wi toh. Sbe disturbed. ~_ 

slave, with ber oat. Always at milking tt. the eat .,uld a.ppear, 

and a.t night would go hom one cabin to another, putt1.n& 0'" the 

crease lamps with hi, paw. No Jll&tter bow they tried to kill 

the oat II 1 t just Gould not be cWDI. 

An old witch dootor told them to melt a clime, tOtm a 

bullet with the ,ilver. and shoot the oat. He .aid a lead 'bullet 

would DeTer ldll a bnitehed animal. Tbe sUTOr 'bullet tized t_ 
oat. (.6.) 

JaDI also bewitohed the ob.1okens. they we" d.:yiJt& .. 

taat auvthi118 the,. did .... d UNlesS. Finally a. bie tire .,.. 

built azul the dea4 ohloke:na thrown iDto the tire. that b\U"D8d the 



Pap '" Tops.. #C<iO 
.AJma Pri:tohett 

ohara. aDd DO mGl"6 OhioDl18 died. (A) 

Mra. Colbert 11ft. with btl' c1&lI£ber in a "17 

oomtortable bo-.. S~ le8DUI vel7 happy a.nd...... glad to tl1.lk ot 

lwr early days. HaIr abe wvuld laugh when tflliD& of th8 ex-

perienoel of her tea11y. 

She baa reared a large family of her own, and toel. yery 

proud of them. (B) 

Subm1:tt.d Deoe.mber 1, 1917 
Ind,1ans.pol1a, Imliana. 

Byl .A'DA PRITCHETT 
----~~~~~----'leld WriGr 

uf) 
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SLAVERY DAYS OF JrflDY COOPER OF 
LDlCOLN coumy, KENTUCD 

Refa Frank Cooper, ns ott St •• Franklin, Ind. 

~ Cooper, an aged colored man of Franklin. relates same ver,y 

ixrteresting conditions that existed in slavery day'S as handed dawn to him by 

his mother. 

Huldy' Cooper, the mother ot Frank Cooper, \'I'8.S 115 years old when she 

died; s!te was owned by three different families I the Good's. the Burton's, and 

the Cooper's, all of LincoL'"l Co. Kentucky. 

"Well, All reckon .Ah am one of the oldest colored men hereabouts," 

confessed aged Frank Cooper. "What did y.ou all want to see me about?" Jq 

mission being stated, he related one of the strangest oategerleataii~ing to 

his mother's slave lite that I ~ve ever heard. 

. . .' . 

"One day while mah lDUIIO' was washing her baok ~ sistah noticed ugly 

disfigurillg soars on it. rnJ"""'\quiring about them. we found,much to our amazement, 

that the.ywere ~'a relics of the now gone, if not forgotten. slave days. -_ .... __ ...... 

"This was her first reference to her "misery days" that she had evah 

nad.e in '1.'1rj presence. Of course we a.Il thought she was tellin' us a big story 

and we made tun ot her. With eyes tlashin', she stopped bathing. dried her baok 

and reached tor the smelly ole black W'E~P that hung behind the ldtchen door. 

Biddin' UB to strip d01lD to our waists, trq little mB.1ml\V' with the boney bent-ovah 

back, struck eaoh ot us as hard as evah she could with that black-snake whip, each~ 

stroke of the whip drew blood trom our baoks. "Now", she said to UB, "you have a 

taste of slavery days." With three of her ohildren now having tasi.ed ot some ot 

her "misery days n all!' 'WaS in the mood to tell us' more ot her sutferings. still 

indelibly impressed in ~ mind. 
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'My ole 'baok is bent ovah from the quick-tempered blows feld by 

the red-headed Miss Burton. 

'At dinner time one day when the ohurnin t wasn't finished for the 

noonday meal'. she said with an angry look that must have been reborn in meh 

mammy's eyes -- eyes that were dimmed by years and hard livin', 'three white 

-~ women beat me from angNi because they hAd no butter for their bisouits and 

oornbread. Miss turton used a heavy board while the masua used a whip. 

While I was on my knees beggin' them to quit, Miss Burton hit the small of ma.h 

baok with the heavy board. All knew no more until kind Mr. Hamilton, who was 

62 

staying with the white folks, brought me ind.d8 the cabin and brought me around 

with the camphor b~le. Ah'll always thank him - God bless htm - he picked me 

up where they had left me like a dog to die in the b1azin' noonday sun • 

• After mah baok was broken it was doubted whether ah would evah be 

able to work again or not. Ah. was placed on the auotion block to be bidded .---
for so mall owner could see if ah was worth anything or not. One man bid $1700. 

after puttin' two dirty fingahs in m:t mouth to see rtr3' teeth. All bit him and his 

faoe showed angah. He then wanted to awn me so he could punish me. 

'Thinkin' his bid of $1700 was official he unstrapped his buggy whip 

to beat me, but nr; mastah saved me. ltW master declared the bid unofficial. 

'At this auction 7lI¥ sister was sold for 11900 and was never seen by 

us again.' 

":a,v mother related 80me experiences she had with the Paddy-Rollers, 

later called the "Kuklux", these Paddy-Rollers were a. oonstant dread to the 

Negroes. They would whip the poor da.rkoya unmercifully without any cause. 

One night while the Negroes were gathering for a big part,y aDd dance the,y got 
( 

Wind of the approaching Paddy.Rollers in large numbers on hataebaok. The Negro 

men did not knOW' what to do for protection, they became desperate and deoided 

to gather a qtant1qr of grapevines and tied them fast at a. dark place in the 



road. When the Paddy-Rollers came thundering dawn the road bent on deviltry 

and unaware of the trap 8et for them. plunged head-on into these strong 

grapevines and three of their number were killed and a soore was badly 

injured. Several horses had to be shot following injuries. 

"Wnen the news ot this happening 8pread it was many months before 

the Paddy.Rollers were again heard of." 
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.-SlAn 
R:mt'. Ii. 11. ~i!t1lnJl 

nev. n. n. ~ talC re814a4 at 408 Wen Hlok'ory 8tl'Get 

ln :TIlkbart tar the ptlst ton :7GAJ'S. Bo1'n in f;ynoll1.lt.lrS, V1rg1n1a. 

1n 1059, he 11.04 there fa. 'eYC'l!'nl ,.eerle later he waa taken to 

a:1,,".$slPl;ll by h1, !a"v, and ts.nall,. to IlIUtlY11le. Tennusoe. 

t~hero he Uy. until hi. 1'..-1 to T~lldlart. 

l~. 1~'" 18 • .."l'Gllsloua, nrd fer ~ 1-1'" 008 .... -

ed hi. poople as e nlnlater of the Qo8v~1. n. tools ciMply thGt 

the l'ellS1on of todAy hee gootly oha.."l6oU trox"l the hold tble );"0-

l1g1on. fY I!~ saver'! dAys, the oolored l)ooplO wero !jO tlubjusnted 

sl'Xi uneducated that be olaSJ:1. t1'lGJ' tiGre eopoo1ll11y euaooptlbl4t 

to l"ol1g1on, oDd potIPe.dout their ro11g1ourJ tcel1np ln the eo-

e.~llecl ne6l'O ap'lP1twlla. tIP. ~. 1. oonv.t.neac!tbat tho ,..... 

sup.at1 'lema or 1ile ooloNd poople find the1r ben.. 1n shoat. 

end sobbUna 1s due to the taet tbGt theUt eD)tlone fI"'. worked 

u.:pon by ala:,o c:h'1 .... to keep tha 1n tNbJUPt1on. o.ftentlmea 

whl'epeop1e ..... ad a. 61'108t., Mgh'ened the col.-.4 people 

1nto dolna srq t'hlnp \Ind .. PI'O''''. The f·f ~;holt," . wero feared 

fer MI'e tban the .lav~'." •• 
«J.lhe tfu of the fte'Hlll. 18 not ~ .... bJ't1r. liJmun4s, but 

be oleu'ly .......... the perl_ tollow1ns tho _r 1movn 8' tM 

RGo~lcm FerlDII. ~he _~ v •• yory Us.'}P7 ~hOJl tb., 
,..-:::-

learn. tb., ... fie .... a Hsul'ot the WI'. ::.\ t. took ... 

1llIl.p of tbe!Jt ,..... Ilae4SaMl7, but 1¥+l'I1. not know1n • 

.. , ole. '" de·, ...... 1d.tJb thelP foro .. tt(c1nen. SOme re­

_,~ .. tbe plaatats.ut1.e ,... aft .. tb., • .., tt-... 



(.ladUe 11:7 thoJ' 1.,PnOd, to _ .... l"or thedaC1YH. Oft()!l t~ in. 

struotiO!l.8 reoe1ved ".. .. " theU f'orIl1_ a-u,~, nnd then tt.., ~ 
glad to stan ou.t 1.11 tbe ~;O1"14 tor tbeqolyoa. of oouZ'8e, there 

\1~O GCG1*'.on8, to:- tho slave. dlo had baen a'bused b'· «Nel 1 ... &­

tors TlC1'e only too glad to leave their torr:m- 110':188. 

'rho tolltldns l"Eld.niHCl1M 18 to14 b;;r !l1'. rj~ 

~~tle; a bo7. 1: worked i.n Vlr~ fov :'r:J . 7nater, a Hr. 

~·'O!·L1$%'. :[? hnd ~ con. ~iO 8 ..... oa tit.) 1.>01000 on the £Ul15:1.'n 

old .. sister wno the head botts. ,httGl' '~:ho ";lfJ!' wna oVo!', tho 010-

ter Ct.!1.1cd thc! oolorod people toaetb(i1'1 fln;] told '~hC!l t:.,c.t. tt~o7 

'i;T,';!!"ono 10116Ctr slavGS, that tl:.ey t:d.(jlt leo.v<; U' tho:, ww.~Gd. 

"~be8lavoo ilo!!ld 'been _torlna (Q.tr __ G m:iuh hod bUfJfi 

pl!~nted uNWld btU!'l'Ola tillec1 tilth soil. ~i.Qles had t>e011 bored 

in tho b~1"1"918, {iOO lIh& _tutt \~S ~ In ,t';~la bet!'l"'olte, lt 

f~r.:1Wlll,. 8GOpett out t~ht'Ou.sh th<l ho loa thus fIG torinS tho cucuamora. 
f!.(ift. tho apeeob, one 80U told tbo swvea tOl"O«UlUO tholr 

~OCGt,*, Q ~U:tla }t~f)Id.ns. I mslttlll" l"'O'solYeQ to get even 80_ 

da".. YoaI'. ntt.-.r4, 1: lI$lt to tbb llQ"te or thts I~n t(1E!t the 

~.Pl'MG ptU'pt)IO at 80f\ktns H'9'enIe. Howev., 1': _~ :roocd.ve4 .. 

ld.:n41y, om ~,ftd so well, 'hot all tb.oili#d~8 of ~noG ~ 

lab_. For ., .... 0 ~ft_. 1118 t~ boae and I netted oaob oth_ 

1n ~ own hom,M.-

UI'. T&\bU., ..... tt»t ,be ~ people prCJt().lI' to be .... 

'.,...to 8. ooloJted people, oDd. 4eeplJ' H·l.'lfJllt t~ho t1t_ IllUa_.C: 
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Gary, Indian a 

John Eubanks &. Fami 1y 

Gary's only surviving Civil War veteran was born a sle.ve in 

Barren county, Kentucky, June 6, 1836. u 
His father "as e. I11flatto 

! 

uS 

and a free negro. Hia mother was a slave on the Everrett plantation 

and his grandparents were full-blooded African negroes. As a child 

he began work as soon as possible and was put to work hoeing and pick-

ing cotton and any other odd jobs tha.t would keep him busy. He was 

one of a family of several children, snd is the sale survivor, a 

brother living in Indianapolis, having died there in 1935. 

Following the custom of the south, when the children of the 

EVerrett family grew' up, they married ana. slaves were given them 

for 'wedding presents. John was given to a da.ughter who married a 

man of the name of Eubanks, hence his nruae, John Eubanks. John was 

one of the more fortunate slaves in that his mistress ani master 

were ki!ld and. they were in a state divided on the question of slavery. 

They favored the nortn. Th e rest of the chi ldren were given to 

other members of the EVerrett family upon their marr:1.age or sold 

down the river and never saw one another until after the close of 

the Civil War. 

Shortly after the beginning of the Civil Waxa , when the north 

seemed to be losing, someone conceived the idea of forming~egro 

regiments and as an inducement to the slaves, they offered them 

freedom ii' they would join the Union 1'orces .. Jobn 1 s mistress and 

master told him that if he wished to join the Union forces, he had 

their consent and would not ba ve to run a.way like other slaves were 



page 2 
Archie Koritz, Field Worker 
Federal Writers' Project ,: 
Lake County-Distr1ct #1 
Gary, Indiana 

doing. At the beginning of the war, John was twenty-one years of 

age. \Vhen Linco~ freed the siaves by his Emancipation Proc~-

tion, ~ohn was promptly given his freedom by his :master and mistress. 

Jolln dec1ded to join the northern army which was located at 

Bowling Green, KentUDky , a distance or thirty-five miles from 

Glasgow where John was Ii ving. He had to walk the entire thirty-

five miles. Although he fails to remember all the units tha t he 

was attached to, he does remember tha tit was ps.rt 01· Genera 1 Sher-

man's army. His regiment started with Sherman on his famous march 

through Georgia, but for some reason unknown to John, shortly after 

the campaign was on its way, his regiment was recalled and sent else-

where. 

His regime..TJ.t was near Vicksburg, Mississippi, at the time Lee 

surrendered • Since Lee was a proud southerner and did not want the 

.. ,negroes present when he surrendered, Grant probably for this reason 

as much as any other refused to accept Lee' 8 sword. Vfuen Lee 

surrendered there was much shouting among the troops and John was 

one o:r many put to work loading cannons on boats to be shipped up 

the river. His company returned on the steamboat "Indiana. tt Upon 

his returh to GlaSgow~·b.e saw for. the first time in six years, his 

mother ana other members of his fandly who had returned free. 

Shortly after he returned to Glasgow at the close of the Civil 

War, he saw several colored people walking down the highway and was 

attracted to a young colored girl in the group who yms wearing a 

yellow dress. Immediately he said to h1mself~ nlf she ain't married 

there goes my wife." Sometime later they met am were married 

Christmas day in 1866. To this union twelve children were born i'our 

of whom are living today~ two in Gary and the others in the south. 

CD 
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After his marriage he lived on a farm near Glasgow for several 

years, later moving to Louisville, where he worked in a lucbel' 

yeard. He came to Gary in 1924, two years after the death of his 

Vlife. 

President Grant was the first president for whom he cast his 

vote and he continued to vote until old age prevented him l~om walk~ 

ing to the polls. 

Although Lincoln is one 01' his favorite heroes, Teddy Roosevelt 

tops his list of great men and he neVer failed to vote for him. 

In 1926, he was the only one of three surviving memebers of the 

Grand Arrrry 01' the Republic in Gary and mighty proud of the fact that 

he was the only one in the parade. In 1937 he is the sole survi~or. 

He served in the army as a member of Company K of the lOath, 

. Kentucky Infantry (Negro Volunteers). 

vlnen General Morgan, the famous southern raider, crossed the 

Ohio on his raid across southern Indiana, John was one or the negro 
~-

fighters who after heavy fighting, forced Morgan to recross the 

river and retreat back to the south. He also partioipated in sever­

al skirmishes with the cavalry' troops commnnded by the famous Nathan 

Bedfored Forrest, and was a member of the~gro garrison at Fort 

Pillow, on the Mississippi whioh was assaulted ana captured. This 
\ 

resulted in a massacre of the negro sold1ers. John wa s in severa 1 

other fights, but as he says, "never onct got a skinhurt." 

At the present time, ~~. Eubanks is reSiding with his daughter, 

Mrs. Bertha Sloss and several grandchildren, in Gary, Indiana. He 

is badly crippled wi th rheumatism, ba s poor eyesight and his memory 

is failing. otherw1se his health is good. Most of his teeth are 

good and they are a source of wonder to his denti st. He 1s ninety. 

i4'() I. 

~.; 

T 
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eight years of age am his w1s h in lire now I is to live to be a 

hundred. Since his brother an d mother both died at ninety-eight 

and. his paternal grandfather at one hundred-ten years of age, he 

ijas a good chance to realize this ambition. 

Because of h13 cond1tion most of this interview was had from 

his grandchildren, who have taken notes in recent years 01' any 

incidents that he relates. He is proud that most of his !1f'ty 

grandchildren are high school graduates and that two are attending 

the Uni vers1 ty of Chicago. 

In 1935, he enjoyed a motor trip, when his family took him 

back to Glasgow for a visit. 

trip. 

'AD: DB 
10-5-31 

He suffered no ill effects from the 
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Jotm Eubanks, Gary's only negro Civil War survil1'or has lived 

to see the ninety-eighth anniversary of his birth and despine his 

advanced age, recalls with surprising clarity many interesting and 

sad events of his boyhood days when a slave on the Euerett plantation. 

He was born in Glasgow, Barron County, Kentucky, June 6, 1839, 

one of seven children of a ella 1;ticl l)f the 3veretti family. 
-

The old man retains most of his faculties, but bears the mark 

of 1:is extreme age in an obvious feebleness and failing sight and 

memory. He is physically large, says he once was a husky, weighing 

over two hundred pounds, bears no scars or deformities and despite 

the hardships am deprivations of his youth, presents a kindly and 

tolerant attitude. 

ttl remembah well, us young uns on the Everett plantation," 

he relates, "I worked since I can remembah, hoein', pickinl cotton 

and othah chohs 'round the fahm. We didden have much clothes, 

nevah no undahweah, no shoes, old ovahalls and a tattahed shirt, . 
wintah and summah. Come de wintah, it be so cold mah feet weah 

plumb numb most 0' de time and manya time - when we git a chanct­

we druve the hogs from outin the bogs anI. put ouah feet in the 

wahmed wet mud. They was cracked and the skin on the bottoms and 

in de toes weah cracked and bleedin' most 0' time, wit bloody scabs 

but de sumtnah healed them agin. It 

"Does yohall remembah, Granpap,tt his daughter prompted, tt 

Yoh mahstah - did he treat you mean?" 

"No," his tolerant acceptance apparent in his answer, 

nit weah done thatawa7. Slaves wesh whipt and punished and the 

younguns belonged to the mahstah to work foah him· oh to sell. When 
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I weah 'bout six yeahs old, Mohstah EVerett Give me to Tony 

EUbc.nks as a weddin' present when he married mahstoh's daughtsh 

Becky. Becky would' n let Tony whip her s laves who carne from 

her fathah's plantation. 'They ah my prophty, r .she say, 'en l 

you CD. int whip dem.' Tony whipt his othnh slaves but not Becky's." 

"I remembah" he continued, "how they tied de slave 'round a 

post, wit hands tied togedder 'round the post, then a hu-sky lash 

his back v'lid a. snakeskir. lash' til hisn back were cut and b10odened, 

the blood spattered lt gesticulating vlith his unusually large hands, 

flan' hisn back all cut up. Den they'd pouh salt watah on hem. Dat 

dry and hahden and stick to hem. He nevah take it off 'till it 

hes 1. Sometimes I see marhst:.:..h Everett hang a slave tip-toe. He 

tie him up so he sta.n' tip-toe an' leave him the. tawB.y. 

fll be twenty-one wehn 'wah broke out. Mahstah Eubanks say to 

me, 'Yohal1 doni need to run 'way ifn yohall want to jine up wid de 

shmy. t lIe say, 'Deh would be a fine effin slaves run off. Yob.al1 

doni haf to run off, go right on and I do not pay dat fine.' He 

say, "nlist in de ahroy but don' run off.' Now I walk thirty-five 

mile from Glasgow to Bowling Green to dis place - to de In1istin' 

place - from home fouh mile - to Glasgow - to Bowling ~reen, thirty-

five mile. On de road I meet up with two boys, so we go on. Dey 

run 'way from Kentucky, and we go together. Then same Bushwackers come 

dovm de road. We's scared and run to the woods and hid. As we run 

tru de woods, pretty soon we heerd chickens crowing. We fill ouah 

pockets wit stones. We goin'to kill chickens to eat. Pretty soon 

we heerd a man holler, 'You come 'round outta der'- and I see a white 
. -

man and come out. He say, I\Vhat yoh all do1n' heah?1 I turn 'round 

and say, 'We 11 boys, come on boys.' an' the boys cO]l1e out. The man 
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38Y, 'I'rl U~ion Soldier. :1hs.t yoh ell doin' henh?t I so.y, ":le goin' 

to 'nlist in de Dhmy.' ITe say, 'Dat's fine' onrl he 3DY, 'come 'lonG' 

:10 so.y, 'git right on ~"Jhite mon's s11e'- ':/e 20 to stution. Den he 

'You GO right dOVIl1 to de stf\tion and ~:ive info1""b~T?1!1 tion. ','Ie 

:;:ee2) on \'ltlIJ:in'. Den ":Ie co:::e to D ":ihite :louse "::it sto::e steps in fror::t 

~~o \[8 L:';O in. Ani ";';0 Got to 'nlistinf p~aco 'Dd jine up -:;it de nrllny. 

!/Den we go troinin' in d' camp ond Vi0 l:1.0Ve on. Cor!1C to D. 2.1ttle 

to'.'ll~ ••••• [) Ii t t Ie town. ".Ie cone to Dollin2~ 'Jreen •• den to Loui1iille. 

',;e co:::e to u rj. vah ••••• n 1'1 vail (pa1nfu lly reC1J 1ling) d' ;.;183 i ss ippi • 

fI',io ',"/eoh 'nfnntr7[ Dnd pett:r soon Vie sits lD plent~,:- ficLts, but 

r.ot :.:: sCI'o.tcll hit ne. '.10 chnse dem cavnlr:r • .:0 run cle~,l ~:ll ::liCht 

cnd !lext :.lohnin I d I c'Ciptain he so:r, I Dey done bI'oJ:e d 'J':m. t ",,'hen r/e 

rest, he say 'See dey don t trick you • f I sc;r, t ",Ie Got nIl d' tJ rml'y 

men toc;edder. ','/e ho ld dem bac~( I ti 1 he lp c O:Le • ' 

n'::e don' have no tey~ts. Sleep on nDl:ed croun' in r/et end co2.d 

~md ro in. 1,;0 s' d' time \'Ie's hungry Lu t ",ie '.lin d' rw r und 1.:[1 hsto;'1 

~bnn1:s tell us vIe no moah hisn prOIJerty, iNe' s free noVl. r 

The old man can tnll::: only in short sentence3 Gnd his voice dies 

to 8. i"lhisper ond soon tho strain bec8Tne evident. Ee WDS tir~ed. ',fhet 

he does renGl-:1ber is with surprising cleorness especially smnll detDiIs, 

but ~ith a helpless gesture, he dismisses names Dnd locations. TIe 

remembers the exact dcte of his discharge, MDrch 20, 1866, which his 

dGughter verified by producing his dischorge Fpers. lie remembers 

the plnce, Vicksburg, the Cor:1pany - K, and the Regiment, 180th. 

Drop')ing back once more to his chi ldhood he spol:e of OD incident rlhich 

his daughter SDYS ma.kes them all cry -'-/l1.en he relates it, although they 

have heard it many times. 
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fI~.1ahstah Everett \vhipt me onct and !nothah she cried. Then 

Mahstah Everett say, 'Why yoh all cry? - Yoh cry I whip anothah of 

these young uns. She try to stop. He whipt 'nother. He say, 'Ifn 

yoh all don' stop, yoh be whipt tool' and mothah she trien to stop 

but teahs rollout, so Mahstah Everett whp her too. 

1fI wanted to visit mothah when I belong to Mahst' Eu;banks, but 

Becky say, 'Yoh all best not see youh mothah, or yoh \van , to go 

all de time' then explaining, 'she wan' me to fohgit mothah, but I 

nevah could. When I em back from d t ahIny, I go horne to mothah 

and say 'don' yl lenov( me? t She say, 'No, I don' lmow you.' I say, 

'Yoh don' know me?' She say, 'No, ah don' lmow yoh.' I say, l'se 

John.' Den she cry and say how ahd growd Dnd she thought I'se daid 

dis long time. I done 'splain hovY the many fights I'se in wit no 

scratch and she bein' happy." 

Speaking of Abraham Lincoln's death, he remarked, "Sho nov" ah . 

remembah dat well. We all feelin' sad and all d l soldiers had v~eaths 

on der guns.1t 

Upon his return from the army he w~rried a young negress he had 

seen some time previous at which time he had vowed sone day to .make her 

his wife. He was married Christmas day, 1866. For a number of years 

he lived on a farm of his own near Glasgow. Iater he moved with his 

family to Louisville where he worked in a lumber yard. In 1923, two 

years after"the death of his wife, he came to Gary, when he retired. 

!e is now living with his daughter, Mrs. Sloss, 2713 Harrison Boulevard, 

Gary. 
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Ill'tervi.- with Mr. John Vi. Fields. Fk-Glave 
of Civil wnX" period. September 11. 1987 

John W. Fields, 2120 ~1orth 'Twentieth Stroet, La..f'ayette, Indiana. 

e. '~ino colored '. clrt!emel:, who, d.ef.pi to :.5.5 lowly "birth and adverse 
. 

circUDStanoos. has labored and 6('ollomezod \ultll he hAS a.oquiroo. a. 

rcslJ6cted plno0 in his hO::::'0 cvr')ZlLL."':li~;::r. lIo is the OWller of three 

properties, un-mortgaged. &nod. ls a t.lembor of 1~h.e oolored Baptist Church of 

Lafa.yette. AS will lator be soon his life has been one of oonstant 
e.-- ." 

effort to better himsil! spiri tua.lly and physically. He is a fine 
"\ . 

exv.:mple of a man who haD lived a laore.lly end physically olean lite. 

But, as for his life. I will let Mr.l"ielcls apeak for h1tlse1fl 
-~ 

\\ My nam~ is John Vf. Pi.lels and and Itm eighty-ntne(89) years old. I 

was born. March 21. 1848 in ~nsburg.~", .1ma.tfs 115 miles below 
Louisville, Ky. There was 11 other Ohild~en besides myself in '1ri¥ ramil,._ 

When I was six years ofd" all of us children were taken from my 

parents, because ~ I1ll.ster died Md his estate had to 'be settled. 

We slaves were di Tidedby' thi4 method. Three disintorested persons were 

ohosen to CQIl\(t to the plantation and together they wrote the ~ 

of the different h(~ir. on a f6fl Blips of paper. !hese slips were put ill 

a hat and pa8sed among us .laves. Each one took a slip 8nd tha ,~\M 

on the 811p we the new f.MImer'. I happened to dr4W the name of It 

relative of ., ._ter who ... a wldolr. I oatltt ••• ori.be tho he&l"'t .. 

break and hOl'r'Orot that qpAnt1on. I w. on1.7 •• ,eera otd. .am\ it 

..... the 1_ 1!lIoe :t ..... t~ tor ........ 10bIm ... JI1t1ht. _be 



ohildren taken trorn • rootLer in one clq. ftve aiatera and two broth_" 

want to Charleston, Virginia, one bJ"Other and one sister went to LeK1ngton, 

Xy •• one si.wr went to Hartford, Ky., and one brother and Myself' 

stayed in Qlrenaburg. IiY. !t" l'Jothe:r was later all0n4 to viai t UIOlltig 

us ohildren for one W3ek of e&oh year, 80 Ihe Gould only raaain a short 

ti:,e at eaoh plaoe. 

\ \ My lit. prior to that time wa. tilled with heart-aohea and de .. 

pair. We &:'oao tran to~,r to 1"1 vo o'clook in the morning and parents 

and ohild,.\:tn ........ i~iven hard work, lasting until nir)1ttall gaves U8 

. our ,-esp1 te. At"ter a meager supper, we gaaerally talked until 1Ite 

grew sleepy, we had to go to bed. SOt •• of us would read, if we were 

luoky e%lOl.1gh to know: howe 

", \ In most of ua co',ored tollca was th.G great desire to able to read. 

The ~ter part ot the P~& tat10n OIftlOl'S were wry harsh if we were 

caught iiJ71.ng to learn orrwrl tee It was ttl. 18 tn.t it a "hi .... man 
'~ r 8. aaught try to eduoat/. a neuo ,taw, he was liable to prosecution 
I' r 

entailing Q. tine of t1t't)t dollara and a jail sentenGe. We we,.. never all __ 
I 

to go to town qd it wa. fiiotuutil a.tte}' I FIn away that I kzle9r that they 
J 

told ~hil1t but slana ~ tobaeoo cd wi.key. Our 19no1"l.lWe was the 

greate.t hold the Southi had on us. We knew we could run 1l'lII1l7. but what 
( 

then' .An otfh4e,.. guility ot this on. .... IlUbjeet.e4 to very haI"8h 

puniebment. 

\\1fheu rq ... tera .rt.te had been settled. I was to go with the widowed 
I 

~.lat1 va to h~ ... PlaM,/ Ihe InNng flO up _ her hone beh1D4 her aDd pro-
, I 

rd.Hd .. all .anneS' ., r.' _t things 1£ I would ocae peaoetul,1y. t cU411t t 

tully .... 11.. 1Ibat ... bapPtlnin& aDd before I __ 1t .. I .s 01'1 .... 
)" 

... _ ....... h--. !-Upon amm Mr ....... ~ ..., ~l\&6h ..... took 
l 

at «wrl to wheN ,th.J ..... a 1Naoh .r Mn bund.ng bJ"Uh. .. a..s.el. - ... tbeat 
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! tte.rtod Jay lit. an an iDlepondent elave. Fl"om then OD rsr:; lit. 1.8 A slav8 

..... a ropeti ti :)n of hard work, pooJ' q~rs and board. We had no bed. 

at that tine, ...,. just "bu:nlced1t on the noor. I had one blanket N\Cl .. ny8 tl'-..e 

~~;,~:;ht I •• t by tho tireplaoe clurinr. the long oold 1;d,~ta1n the ~:r. 

\ \ My 1"131;"-'1$1' had eepl.l'flted me trOtl all Df family l'JUt one D2"'Ot.h.er 

wi t.'l sweet words. but that PORO WIle droppod att .... r altO l'Oaohed her plao~. 

Shortly altor I had been,. then, abe rnarriec1 a nort.hern r:;an 'by thf("I.IIlL16 or 

Y:avid 1::111. At firat. he was ":Tory nioe to us, but he eradua11y aoqulNd 

a !r~ean aDd owrbe., r1Jw.; lnarmfd' toward \18. I l"emtIf:lber one lno1d.mt that 

! don't like to l"8In.C!Jlitber. One of the wcaen slaws had been 'Very S10~ 
\ 
i 

she 1ft'lS unable to _ric j:..(.st as tut &8 b. tllOl!i~ht .}~e ought to. He hetd driv .. 

her all day with n()~ reaultl. That ni{jlt after oompletoine our work he 

called us all tefjethel". n. made 1114 hold a l1i:trt, while he .nipped h.-

and, t..h.en made one of ti • elaws pour ual t .,. tor on her bleod.inc baok. ~ 

broome tum yet at t,hat aiijht. 

,',. At t: At u.t;inuing of the 01 viI War 1 .. still at thi8 place 

110 a sl4\ft. It lOOk8t.1 at the first of the war' .. it tJ\8 8ou'th would 

win. a8 ~m)et of the bi t: battles were won by the South. This wu becauae 

we $lave8 stayed at home and tended the t~:l8 and. kept the!!' fl'lmil1_. 

'to elbdDA'bl this aoUd support of the South, the EtGanalpatlon 

Act was pa8sed., tr'oein!~ all .laws. ~ or t).-\. 810. .... wero ao iporant 

they did not NAll.. they were tNe. ibe planter8 knew +-..hie NJd as 

!entuek;:y .... er HOeedad :tl"Clli"l the um.on, they MJou1d semel a1aw8 ate 

le:xtueky h'ot1 oth4W etate. 1n. the eouth anu hiN tbIm out to plantations. 

IV t.lt ... ftIUOI18 I 414 IIO't Nal::. .. that I •• tree UJl,till 18M. I 1nned1atel;y 

_1","" to l'\1li. ~ IlA4 .10'" the 1Jrd ..... and t brother IW<I I _1; tC! 



onnabur~ I(y. and. t~ied to join. l.\Y brot..her a. ~aken. but I wu re­
~ 

" 

fl.lsed al be1nt; too you.ng. I "We at E't'an8v111e, Terre Haute and IDd1anapoU .• -
bllt wal unable to Get lJ1. I then tried. to riM work and .... tiDally 

~ 
hired by a mau at t1.00 a lIlonth. That WIlS IfrJ' first independent jo~. 

From then GIl I went t"/'Ol{l enG ~1ob to another 'WOrkin~ &8 ,;eneral labore!"iI 

,\ I trlarried at 24 rM1'8 at age &lld had toar ohlld~m. II¥ wite has 

been dead for 12 years. and 8 months. Mr. MS.ller, al1raf8 remanbere ~t. 
-The brightest man, the pNttl .. t now!-
lIa7 l>tt out down, and wi theNd in an hour. ~ 

\\ 
Today. I am the only survi Vh~t; tJ.e1nber wllO helped organ1 t:e the I.ooad 

Eaptist Church hON ill Lafayet"-e, 64 yearl ago. Itve tried to live 80-

oording to the way tha Lord would wilh, God me.1 you. f\ 

-The ~look of IJ.te il wound but ••• 
today 18 youra. tooon'OW 18 not. 
10 one know8 when the ha:ada will atop." 
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Mr. r'101da ~1'8 th.r;\t all '18gJ"O slaves were .. rod.n.t be15.eve:ra in ghost., 

supeX'·t18.tue.l po1nl%"a" tokens and "aiG18.1t The tollowiq; story ill';tf!rtre,tea the point. 

ft'A turkey .~H:;ler had lr\Y.torlonaq disappeared troJr. one ort;l. 

neighboring plantation' and tho local .l,woa W(ITe f.l.ceused oj~ OOVtr~inr. 

e. 
tLe fowl to a boil1~ pot. A .lave couV1(;ted of ~tt . {·<8 puniabed 

anorly. Aa all of the s;ta .... denied 8IJ¥ Jmowle4p or the tUJ'key's 

wi~'()r_l)(mta. they were lnatNOtec1 to tllake Cl .... JtOh of the entJ.ro 

plantation. -

"On one .part of the plaee therw 11m. 8\ hrgG penoh ol'"OhfU'd. .At 
~ 

the t~Jll8 the treos ",.. full or the u&on tnd t. ~ one of t1W 

tree. 11&8 a largo oab1aet or "sare" as t O'f we ... called. One of t'l. 

slave. accidently opened the ..t. Md, fJehold, there we :.11". 

Gobbl!' .. peacefully _."*' on ..... maber of groen poachea. 

w!M l1egl"O 1D*1ately ran baok 'am. notitle4 hi. r •• ter or 

the dlaoovttry. The 1lb.8tel'" NtUJl'llOCl to tho oJ"Ohard with the elave 

to find that the no,"'. wild tnl. __ tnaa. A tu.rk.eF gobY'lot 

Sitting on • neat of VMn l.ie&Oh .. .A.·bad _. 

-!he •• ter had .. lIOn who had been •• rl.oualr injunct •• le tfIIIIt 
1 ' 

. . 

1ri.th the turltey, 'the eon cUed. ~r hi. death.. the .-" of the 
i , 

~"'. ~ ... t.uN Q4 the dotlte ot the _wrta ... prea4 
! 

'to the tou, 1I'IJId4. ara4 to'l' ... tt.e atter tih1. atoJ'Y'.. ,..laW 

........ ~ we a publ1e ptherine with 'the white ptople .. 



All thr-ou·h tha south a horr;euLoe wars cons.\derecl an O!:lell of' 

nailed o'Ver the door. This insHrod the hO\~BGhold rmd &.11 who entered 

ftA 250 po ·.nd ho£~ had been truitlesfl. The planter. wae cort.ain 

that t.h$ oulpri't was aJ:lOng hie f;r<)Hp of :alaw8, ao he docided to 

personally conduot a cliUet investi l;ation. 

the nGO'0es Yltn~ Geat4Ki at a table in one of the cabins talkinr. of 

the expyrieno&. of. the day. A knock aounded on tho door. rlOth slaves 

jumped up and cautiou.ely ~ O\lt ot the winAo'W. Lot theN was the 

_at\~l'" pat: en1;ly ll1li tinr.: tor an an.8Wer., The V'lGl1;i!~b llegro decided 

that tl1.o Zl&ster f!ll.tat not aee both or the and },. uked t.b. other to 

olimb into tho .. ttl. and ~ perfectly quiet. WhGD. tJli8 was dono. the 

tenant ot the _bill. anaer~ the door. 

The -.tor at"t"Ode In e.nd ~ about the cabiu. He thea 

~. ff:· .•. 



turned 1.1)J"' .. lpt;ly to the slave a:n.l.i. growled. t.Alr·~,Gi,:t:, where :il that 

hOt: you at,)led& 'MAe"", rop11ed the negro, tI 1cnow nothine a't;-out no 

hor:. 7ft. rr ... ster WIUS oertain thAt t.J1:e alave was lY'.1.ni~ and t;old him 80 

in 1'10 uncertain terms. The terrified alave sud.... t~Sf\. I know nnthitlf,; 

or I!U~ ho~·. I l'1.8Ve)" eeod IdJn. TUe Good }!1m ttp !t'bo've l::nows I M"'{(~r 

seed him. HE knows 91for:y thinrc and 1m k.uowa I didn't steal hiraJ 

Th'ft man in the ft.ttl~ by t.his t,;~ was at"Quaod. at th,e %t:d.a~mder'8tood 

&o;(;,vuJ"sntlon l:.a.1d.nr; pli.\c6 bolow hh1. D181"'eg£\1"'l't1nc all. he rais()(\ hiB 

voioe c.nd ~''''llod, 'He's a liar. l~aa8a. ho k:n,0W'8 just as IllllOh nLo'Ut..1t 

0.6 ! ,:·~o, 

l'iOst of 'l,}-t$ strictly n.egro fol>lore has faded into ·i:.h(jl rmat. 

',:2:0 ;Y'ounga:r llG·l"O .o:nt':rations wilo have t'<Oall "Bored m::;.d educa'ted in the 

:i-YJr1:L haw lost this bea:d.ng a.rtd &lGOill'.,t'(,i tho lore of the 1,tCal whi 'be 

pop,latiorl through their daily oontact with the whitf#s. The older 

J:legl'"o nativ'0s o.f this section are ft)r ·the tlOst ptU"t employed. u 

·,Jo.G!Htics and +-..hroufh f..h.ia channel rap.idly uatmlated the .,ploy"" 

vievrpoint, in most of hi. 'Y,liofu and conversations. 
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Ex ... Slave Stories 
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INDIANS MADE SLA~S AMONG THE NEGROES 

Interviews with George Fortman. Cor. Bellemeade Ave. and Garvin St., 
Evansville, Indiana, and other interested oitizens. 

"The story of my life. I will te 11 to you with s inoerest respect to 

all and love to many. although reviewing the dark trail of my ohi1dhood aM 

early youth oauses me great pain." So spoke George Fortman, an aged man and 

former slave, although the history of his life reveals that no Negro blood 

runs through his veins. 

"}~ story necessarily begins by relating events 'Which occurred in 

1838, when hundreds of Indians were rounded up like oattle and driven away 

tram the valley of the Wabash. It is a well known fact recorded in the his-

tories of Indiana that the long journey from the beautiful Wabash Valley was 

a horrible experienoe for the fleeing Indians, but I have the tradition as 
-.-.. --. -

relating to my awn family, and from this enforoed flight ensued the tragedy 

of my birth." 

The aged ex-slave reviews tradition. "MY two ancestors, John Hawk, 
if' 

a Blaokhawk Indian brave, and Raoheal, a Chaokatau maiden had made themselves 

a home suoh as only Indians know, understand and enj oy. He was a hunter and 

a fighter but had professed faith in Christ through the influenoe of the 

mi~sionaries. ~ greatgrandmother passed the faots on to her ohildren and 

they have been handed down for four generations. I, in turn, have given the 
, 

traditions to my children and grandchildren. 

"No more peaceful home had ever offered itself to the red man than the 

beautiful valley of the Wabash river. Giant elms. sycamores' and maple tt'ees 

bordered the stre~ while the fertile valley was traversed with creeks and 

rills, furnishing water in abundanoe for use of the Indian campers. 
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"The Indians and the white settlers in the valley transacted bu.siness 

wi th eaoh other and were friendly towards eaoh other. as I have been told by 

my mother, Eliza. and my grandmother. Courtney Hawk_ 
, 

"The missionaries often oalled the Indian families together for the 

purpose of teaohing them and the Indians had been invite~ prior to being 

driven from the valley. to a sort of f~st"ival in the W"oods. They had prepared 

muoh food ror the oooasion. The braves had gone on a long hunt to provide 

W 
meat and the squars had prepared much corn and other grain to be used at the 

1\ 

feast. All the tribes had been invited to a counoil and the poor people 

were happy, not knowing they were being deceived. 

"The decoy worked, for while the Indians were worshiping God the meet­
I 

ing was rudely interrupted by orders of the Governor of the State. The Gov-

ernor, whose duty it was to give proteotion to the poor souls. oaused them to 

be taken captives and driven away at the point of swords and guns. 

"In vain. my grandmother said. the Indians prayed to be let return to 

their homes. Instead of being given their liberty, some several hundred 

horses and ponies were captured to be used in transporting the Indians away 

from the valley. ~Any of the aged Indians and many innooent ohildren died 

on the long journey and traditional stories speak of that journey as the 

'trail of death. t " 

"After long weeks of flight. when the hom~s of the Indians had been 

reduoed to ashes, the long trail still oarried them away from their beautiful 

valley. My great grandfather and his squaw beoame aoquainted with a ~ of 

Indians that were going to the oanebrakes or Alabama. The pilgrims were not 

well fed or well clothed ani they "were glad to travel towards the south, be-

lieving the climate would be favorable to their health. 

ttAf'ter a long and dreary journey, the Indians reaohed Alabama. Raohael 

had her youngest papoose strapped on to her baok while John had oared for the 

85 
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larger child, Luoy. Somet_1mes she had walked _ beside her father but' often she 

had beoome weary or sleepy and he had carried her ~ miles ot the jcurney, 

besides the weight of blankets and tood. An older daughter. couziney, also 

aooompanied her parents. 

"',Then they neared the' oane lands they-heard the songs of Negro slaves 

as they toiled in the oane.· S'oon they were in sight of' the slave quarters ot 

Patent Ge orge • s plantation.,_ _ TheNl9,groes made the Indians welcome and the 

slave dealer allowed them to ocoupy the cane house; thus the Indians became 

slaves of Patent George. 

""',Vorn out from his long journey John Hawk became too ill to work in 

the sugar cane. The kind.~:r-.disposed Negroes..helped care for the siok man but 

he lived only a few months. Rachel and her two children remained on the plan-

tation, working with the other slaves. She had nowhere to go. No home to 

oall her own. She had automatioally became a slave. Her children had beG0.m8 

ohatt&l. 

"So passed a year away, then unhappiness came to the Indian mother, 

for her daughter, Courtney, beoame the mother ot young Master For~ G~orget8 

ohild. The parents oalled the little half-breed "Eliza 11 and were very fond 

of her. The widow of John Hawk became the mother of Patent George's son. 

Patent Junior. 

liThe tradition of the family states t'hat in spite of these irregular 

oocurrences the people at the George's southern plantation were prosperous, 

I happy, and lived in peaoe each with the" others. Patent George wearied of the 
i 

/ Southern climate and brought his slaves into Kentucky Where their abili~ 

and strength would amass a fortune tor the master in the iron ore regions of 

Kentucky. 

"With the wagon trains of Patent and Ford George oame Raohel Hawk and 

her daughters, Courtney, Luoyand Raohel. Rachel died on the journey trom 

tlabQ)a but the ;.'· ... 1n1ng full blooded Indians entered Kentuoky as slaves. 

80 
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"The slave men soon became skilled workers in the Hillman Rolling 

Mills. Mr. Trigg was owner ot the vast iron works called the "Chimneys" in 

the region, but listed as the Hillman. Dixon, B~r, Kell~ and Lyons Furnaces. 

For more than a halt centur.y these chimneys smoked as the most valuable devel­

opment 1n the western area of Kentuck,y. Operated in 1810. these turnaces 

had refined iron ore to supply the United states llavy with cannon balls and 

grape shot,and the iron smelting industry continued until after the close of 

the Civil 'VVar. 

"No slaves were beaten at the George's plantation and old Mistress 

Hester Lam allowed no slave to be sold. She was a devoted friend to all. 

"As Eliza George, daughter of Ford George and Courtney Hawk, grew 

into young womanhood the young master Ford George went oftener and oftener 

to social functions. He was admired tor his skill with firearms and for 

his horsemanship. While Courtney and his child remained at the plantation 

Ford enjoyed the companship ot the beautiful women of the viaJnity. At last 

he brought hOl!e the beautifl1l Loraine, his young bride. Courtney was stoioal 

as only an Indian oan be. She showed no hurt but helped Mistress Hester and 

Mistress Loraine with the house work." 

Here George Fortman paused to let his blinded eyes look back into the 

long ago. Then he again continued with his story ot the dark trail. 

"Mistress Loraine beoame mother ot two SODS and a daughter and the 

big white two-story house facing the Cumberland River at Smith Landing, 

Kentucky, became a place of laughter and happy occasions, so 1.D'3' mother told 

me llI8.llY t imea. 

"Suddenly sorrow settled down over the home and the laughter turned 

into wailing. tor Ford George's body was found pierced through the heart and 

the halt-breed~ Eliza. was nowhere to be found. 

"The young master's body 1~ in state ma.ny days. 'Friends and neighbors 

-came bringing flowers. His mother, bowed with 'gief, looked on the still tace 
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of her son and understood -- understood why death had oame and why Eliza 

had gone away. 

"The beautif...ll home on the Cwnberland river with its more than 600 

acres of productive land was put into the hands of an administrator of estates 

to be readjustod in the interest of the George heirs. It was only then M~.s-

tress Hester went to Aunt Lucy and demanded of her to tell where Eliza oould 

be found. 

'''She has gone to Alabama, Ole Mistus', said Aunt Luoy, tEJiza was 

soared to stay here.' A party of searohers were sent out to look for EliJa. 

They found her seoreted in a oane brake in the law lands of Alabama nursing 

her baby ba,y at her breast. They took Eliza and the baby baok to Kentuoky. 

I am that baby, that ohild of unsatisfactory birth." 

The face of George Fo~ registered sorrow and pain, it had been 

hard for him to retell the story of the dark road to strange ears. 

"My white uno1es ~d to1a. Mistress Hester that if Eliza brought me 

baok they were going to build a fire and put me in it, my birth was so un­

satisfaotory to all of them, but Mistress Hester always did ~t she believed 

was right e.nd I WaS brought up by my own mother. 

"~ie lived in a oabin at the slave quarters and mother worked in the 

broam oane. Mistress Hester named me .Ford r~orge, in derision, but remained 
, 

my friend. She was never angry with my mother. She knew a slave had to submit . 
to her master and besides Eliza did not know she was Master Ford George's 

daughter." 

The truth had been told at last. The master was both the father. of 

Eliza and the father of Eliza's son. 

"Mistress Hester believed I would be feeble either in mind or body 

beoause ot ~ unsatisfaotory birth, but I developed as other ohi1dren did and 

was well treated by Mistress Hester, Mistress Lorainne ancl her ohi1dren. 
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"Uaster Patent C'reorge died and Mistress Hester married Mr. Lam. 

imile slaves kept working at the rolling mills and amassing greater wealth 

for the George families. 

"Five years before the outbreak: of the Civil War Mistress Hester called 

all the slaves together and gave us our freedom. Courtney, my grandmother, 

kept house for Mistress Lorainn$ and wanted to stay on, so I too was kept at 

the George home. There was a sinoere friendship as great as the tie of blood 

between the White family and th$ slaves. My mother married a negro"ex-slave 

of Ford George and bore ohildren for him. Her Eealth failed and when Mistress 

Puss, the only daughter of Mistress Lorainne, learned she was ill she persu8.ded. 

the Negro man to sell his property and bring Eliza baok to live with her." 

"~':Ihy are you oalled George Fordman when your name is Ford George?" 

was the question asked the old man. 

a "~'lhen the Freedsmen started teaching school in Kentucky the oensus 

taker oalled to enlist me as a pupil. 'V.'hat do you call this child? I he asked 

Mistress Lorainne. q1e call him the Little Captain because he carried himself 

like a soldier, t said Uistress Lorainne. 'He is the son of' my husband and a 

slave woman but we are rearing him. t Mistress Lorainne told the stranger that 

I had been nrumed Ford George in derision and he suggested she list me in the 

census as George Fordsman. whioh she did. but she never allowed me to attend 

the Freedmen's SohoQl, desiring to keep me with her own ohildren and let me be 

taught at home. My mother's half brother, Patent George allcrwed his name to 

be reversed to George Patent when he enlisted in the Union Servioe at the out­

break of the Civil War.:' 

Same oustoms prevalent in the earlier days were deaoribed by George 

Fordman. 'It was oustomary to conduot a funeral differently than it is con­

ducted now," he said. "I remember I was only six years old when old Mistress 

~ester Lam passed on to her eternal rest. She was kept out of her grave several 
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days in order to allow time for the relatives, friends and ex-slaves to be 

notified of her death. 

"The house and yard were full of grieving friends. Finally the lengthy 

procession started to the graveyard. Within the Q.e-Drge IS parlors there had 

been Bible passages read, prayers offered up and hymns S\L~, now the casket was 

olaced in a wagon drawn by two horses. The oasket was covered with flowers 

while the family and friends rode in ox carts, horse-drawn wagons,~ horseback, 

and vnth still many on foot they made their way towards the river. 

','Jhen we reached the river there were many canoes busy putting the 

people across, besides the ferry boat was in use to ferry vehicles over the 

strea~. The ex-slaves were crying and praying and telling how good granny had 

been to all of the~ and explaining how they knew she had gon~ straight to 

Heaven, beoause sha was so kind -- and a Christian. There ~re not nearly 

enough boats to take the orowd across if they crossed baok and forth all day, 

so my mother, Eliza. improvised a boat or 'gun...'1el", as the oraft was called, 

by plaoing a wooden soap box on top of a long pole, then she pulled off her 

shoes and, taking two of us small children in her arms, she paddled with her 

feet and put us safely a.oross the stream. We orossed directly above Iaka, 

Livingston county, three miles below Grand River. 

HAt the burying ground a great crowd had assembled frOllJ the neighbor-

hood aoross the river and there were more songs and prayers and much weeping. , 
The oasket was let dawn into the grave without the lid being put on and every-

body walked up and looked into the grave at the face of the dead woman. They 

called it the 'las'C look' and everybodY' dropped flowers on Mistress Hes'Cer as 

they passed by. A man then went down and nailed on the lid and the earth 'was 

thrown in with shovels. Tlj.e ex-slaves filled in the grave, taking turns with 

the shovel. Same of the men had worked at the smelting fUrnaees so long that 

their hands were twisted and hardened from contact with the heat. Their 
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shoulders were warped and their bodiee twisted but they were strong as iron 

men from their years of toil. When the funeral was over mother put us across 

the river on the gunnel and we went home, all miSSing r'~istress Hester. 

tilly cousin worked at Princeton, Kentucky, m.aking shoes. He had never 

been notified that he was free by the kind emancipation Mrs. Hester had given 

to her slaves, and he came loaded with money to give to his white folks. Mis-

tress Lorainne told him it was his own money to keep or to use, as he had been 

a free man several months. 

"As our people, white and bla~k and Indians, sat talking they related 

hOYT they had been warned of approaching trouble. Jack said the dogs had been 

howling around the place for many nights and that always presaged a death in 

the family. Jack had been compelled to take off his shoes and turn them soles 

up near the hearth to prevent the hawling of the dogs. Uncle Robert told how 

he believed some of ~Ustress Hester's enemies had planted a shrub near her 

door and planted it vrith a curse so that when the shrub bloomed the old woman 

passed away. Then another man told how a friend had been sf!e~ carz'ying a spade 

into his cousin'S cabin and the cousin had said, 'Daniel, what foh you brung 

that weapon into by cabin? That very spade will dig my grave,' and sure 

enough the cOURsin had died and)the same spade had been used in digging his 

grave. 

"How my childish nature quailed at hearing the superstitions dis-

cussed, I cannot explain. I have never believed in witbhorart nor spells, but 

i f I remember my Indian grandmother predicted a long, cold winter when she notioed 
i 

/ the pelts of the ooons and other furred creatures were exceedingly heavy. 1Vhen 
I J 

/ the breastbones of I the fowls were strong and hard to sever with the knit'e it was 

a sign of a hard, cold and snaw,y winter. Another superstition was this: 'A green 

winter, a new graveyard - a wili te winter,. a green graveyard.' 

I, George Fortman relates how, when he aooompanied two of his oousinS into 

I the lowlands ---there were very ,...".. Katy-dids bl the trees --- their voices 
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formed a nerve-raoking orohestra and his cousin told him to tiptoe to the 

trees and touch each tree with the tips of his fingers. This he did, and for 

the rest of the day there was quiet in the forest. 

"More than any other superstition entertained by the slave Negroes, 

tbe most harmful was the belief on oonjurors. C)ne old Negro woman boiled a 

bunch of leaves in an iron pot, boiled it with a curse and scattered the tea 

therein brewed, and fi~ly believed she was bringing destruction to her enemies • 
.. 

I ',j'herever that tee. is poured there will be toil and troubles,' said the old 

woman. 

"The religion. of many slaves 'ViaS mostly superstition. They feared to 

break the Sabbath, feared to violate any of the Commandments, believing that 

the wrath of God would follow in~ediateI1, blasting their lives. 

"Things chang8d at the George hOJl'lestead as they change everywhere," 

said George Fortman. "When the Civil War broke out many slaves enlisted in 

hopes of receiving fr&edam. The George Negroes were already free but many 

thought it their duty to enlist and fight for the emancipetion of their fellow 

slaves. My mother took her family and moved away from the ple.ntation and work-

ad in the broom oane. Soon she discovered she could not make enough to rear 

her children and we ~re turned over to the court to be bound out. 

ItI was bound out to David Varnell in Livingston County by order of 

Judge Busch and I stayed there until I was fifteen years of age. 1J!y sister 

learned that I was unhappy there and wanted to see my mother, so she influen-

oed James Wilson to take me into his home. Soon goodhearted Jimmy Wilson 

took me to see Mother and I went often to see her." 

Sometimes George would become stubborn and hard to control and thE9n 

!'fr. Wilson administered chastisement. His wife could not bear to he.ve the boy 

punished. 'Don't hit him, Jimmie, don't kick h~,' would say the good Sootoh 

woman. who was childless. I If he does not obey me I will whip him, t James 
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Wilson would answer. So the boy learned the lesson of obedience from the old 

couple and learned many lessons in thrift through their examples. 

"In 1883 I left the Wile on home and began working and trying to save 

som6 money. River trade was prosperous and I became a 'Roustabout. It The life 

of the roustabout varied some with the habits of the roustabout and the dis-

pod tion of the mate. We played cards, shot dice and talked to the girls who 

always met the boats. The ''Whistling Coon' was a popular song with the boatmen 

and one version of 'Dixie lAnd. t One song 1ft) orten sang when nearing a port 

'was worded 'Hear the trumpet Sound' --

Hear the trumpet sound, 
Stand up and don't sit dawn. 
Keep steppin' 'round and 'round, 
Came jine this elegant band. 

If you don't step up and jine the bout, 
Old r'~issus sure will fine it out, 
She'l ohop you in the head wid a golen ax, 

YO" never will have to pay de tax, 
COlIl8 jine the roust-a-bout band." 

From roust-~-bout George became a oabin boy, cook, pilot,and held a 

number of positions on boats, plowing different streamB. There was much wild 

game to be had and the hunting seas on was always open. He also remembers many 

wolves, wild turkeys_ oatamounts and deer inabundanoe near the Grand River. 

"Pet deer loa fed around the milking pens and ate the feed from the mangers" 

said he. 

George Fortman is a professor of faith in Christ. He was baptized in 

Conoord Lake, seven mile s from Clarksville, Tennessee, became a member of the 

Pleasant Greene Churoh at Callwell, Kentuoky and hter a member of the Liberty 

Baptist Church at EyanBville. 

"I have always kept in touoh with lI\Y white folks, the George family." 

said the man.now feeble and blind. "Four years ago Mistress Puss died and I 

was sent for but was not well enough to m.ake the trip home." 

(\ -"}, 
,-'t.J 
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.. 
Too young to fight ill the Civil "Nar, George was 8lllong those who watch-

ed the work go on. 'I lived at Smiths Landing and re~ember the b~ttle at 

Fort Donnelson. It was twelve miles away ~ld a long oinder walk reached from 

the fort for nearly thirty miles. The cinders were br01.1ght from the iron ore 

mills and my mother and I have walked the length of it many times." Still 

reviewing the long, dark trail he continued. "Boatloads of soldiers pa saed 

Smith fS Landing by dey and niJght and the reports of oe.nnon could ~ heard vmen 
" ; .' 

battles were fought. We ohildren oolleoted Mwmie' be,lls near the fort for a 

long time a.fter the war." 

Although t~ George family never sold slaves or separated Negro,tamiHes, 

George F'ortman has seen many boats loaded with slaves on the way to slave marts. 

?':nne of the C':reoTbe Negroes were employed as pilots on the boats. He also ro-

members slt".ve sales 'where Negroes were auctioned by auotioneers, the lTegroes 

stripped of olothes to exhibit their physique. 

Itr have always been befriended by three raoes of people, the Caucassian, 

the African, and the Negro, It declares George Fortman. 'I have worked as a 

f~er, a river man, and been employed by the Illinois Centrail Railroad Com-

,?any and in every pOSition I have l.sld I have made loyal friends of my fellow 

workmen." One friend, treasured in the memory of the aged ex-slave is Ollie 

James, who once defended George in ooUrt. 

George Fortman has friends at Dauson Springs, Grayson Springs, and 

other Kentucky resorts. He has been a oitizen of Evansville for thirty-five 

years and has had business conneotions here for sixty-two years. He janitor-

ed for eleven years for the Lookyear Business College, but his days of useful-
I 

ness are over •. He now ocoupies s. room at Bellemeade Ave. and Garvin st. and his 

only exercise oonsists of a stroll over to the Lincoln High Sohool. There he 

enjoys listening to the voices of the pupils as they play about the oampus. 

"They are free", he rejoices. "They can build their am destinies, they did 
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not arrive in this life by births of unsatisfacto~ oircumstances. They have 

the world before them and my grandsons and granddaughters are among them." 
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John Henry Gibson was born a slave, na.ny years ap;o, in 

soott County, lJ.C. (A) 

His old naster, John l10nry Didding, 'WaS a woalthy farner; 

he also owned the hotel, or roomint house. (A) 

When oourt was in session, the "hie)ler ups" woult1 come to 

this house, and stay until the oourt affairs wore settled. (A) 

Mr. Bidding, who was very kind to his slaves, died 'When 

Jom Gibson _~ very young. All slaws and other property J,assed on 

to the son, Joseph Bidding, who in tur.n was as kind as his father had 

been. (A) 

Gibson's father belonged to General Lee Gibson, who was a 

neighboring .f.armer. He g&W and met Miss Fliu.beth Bidding t 8 mid, 

they liked eaoh other so very muoh, Hiss Rlizabeth bour,ht him from General 

Gibson, and let him have her maid as his wife. The wife 1i vod only a 
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short tL""lle, leavine a. little boy. (A) 

A.1'ter the Civil 'War, a whitE' man, by the name 01' Ltlster, 

was cC~b tc Ohio, brought John r ihson with him. They came to 

Indianapolis, and GU'son ll1:cG it ~c Vlell, he decided to remini 

:,;r. l,ustc.r told him i£ he ever beoame dis8atisfied to oome on to 

Ohio to him, but he remained in Indianapoli8 until 1872, ~~hen went 

back south, narried. oe.mo back, and made Indianapolis his home. (A) 

Mr. Gibson is very old, but does not know his exact 

age. He foueht in the Civil vm.r, and said he could :::lot be very young to 

have done that. (B) 

Uis s1()1t iR very nearly F,one, oan only distinguish 

light and dark. (B) 

He is very proud of his name, having been named for his 

old JIll::ter. (B) 

Submitted January 24, 1938 
Indianapolis, Ind1ana 

By. ANNA PRITCHETT 
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NEGHO SLAVES IN DELJ1'.C!AH~~ COUnTY 
r.'R S. BET'l'Y GU1;,{N 

RefeI'ence: krs ...... attie Cas":~, daughter, :residein" at 1161 
East Second street, kuncic, lndiana. 

DR 

"'·rs. Betty Guwn was born i11arch 25, 1832, as a slave on a tobacco 

pla!:.tntion, near Canton, I:.entucky. It was a larGe plantation whose 

seco:nd largest product was corn. She Vias r:s.rried w11ile quite young 

b;{ the slave methdlEl which we s a form of union customary between the 

wIn to masters. If the contracting parties wer:~ of different plantations 

the lIlasters of the two estates bargained and tbe one sold his rights 

to the one on who se plantation they would live. lIer master bought 

hel' husband, brought him and set them up a shack. .detty was the 

personal attendabt of the ~istress. The home was a large Colonial. 

xansion and her duties were many and responsible. However, when 

her house duties were caught up her mistress sent her immediately to 

the fields. J.Jlscipline vias quite ster-n there and she w~:s "lined up" 

with the others on several occasions. 

Her cabin home began to fill up with children, fifteen in all. 

The ventilation was ample and the husband would shoot a prowling dog 

froFi any of the four sides of the room without opening the door. The 

cl'acks between t he logs would be used by cats w'ho could step in any­

where. The slaves had 'tmeetin r! some nights and her mi stress would 

call her and have her turn a tub against her mansion door to keep 

out the sound. 

Her master was very wealtny. he owned and managed a cotton farm 

of two thousand aCl"es down in Mississippi, not far from New Orleans. 

Once a year he spent three months there gat hering and I!larketing his 
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cotton. ".':hen he got ready to eo there he would cnll all his slaves 

about him and 8i ve them a c rence to volunteer. Thev had heard awfUl 
v 

tal's of the slave auction block at New Orleans, and the Easter would 

soibemnly promi se tl".'em trlB t tl:ey shoul'} not be sold if they went down 

0:' their own accord. "I.ly }'.istrees called me to her 2,nd privately told 

r:ie trot when I WHS asked that question I should say to him: "I will 

-, 0 1/ 
b • 

1'he 0' ltl8ster had to take much mone~T with Dim and \'If\S afraid of 
o· 

robbers. The day they w·;re to start my .i·l.istress took m€l into a pri',ate 

room and had me remove most of my clothing; she then opened a strong 

box and took out a great roll of money in bills; these sbe strapped 

to me in t isht bundle s, arranging tten: around my wai st in the circle 

0; rrry body. She put plenty of dresses O'ler this belt and when She 

VlBS through I wore a bustle of money clear around :rry belt. I made 

a funny "figger" but no one noticed my odd shape because I was a 

. slave and no one expect~d a slave to "know better". So always got 

through safely and I went dovm with my I\:istress every year. Of course 

my husband stayed at horne to see after tbe family, and took them to 

the fields when too young to Vlork under the task master, or over-soo r. 

~bree months was a long ti.,.e to be separated." 

n'~"Ihen the Civil 'iiar came on there was great excitement among 

we slaves. -iVe were watched sharply, especially soldier timber for 

either army. My husband ran away early and helped Grant to take 

Fort Donaldson. 11e said he would free himself, which he did; but .. 

when we were finally set free all our family prepared to leave. The 

Master begged us to stay and offered us five pounds of meal and two 

pounds of pork jowl each week if we would stay.and work. We all 

went to Burgard, hentucky, to live. At that time I was about 34 

years old. My husband has been dead a long time and I live with my 



Slaves in Delaware County 
I\lrs. Betty Guwn 

children. If the tlGood Lord u spares me until next March the 25th, 

I -~-iill be 106 yeRrs old. I walx all about lively without crutches 

a:1cl eye-gle. sses and I have never been sic};: until this year when a 

tooth gave me trouble; but I had it pulled. 1l 

100 
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;.~. lToola4a,. 'e t. d8~_ or on --.altlVi,? and ),2,::.0 00 :])01 

Ot!JeT'8 <.1000 not Ot'!.ftO to dlacu.88 tbo 4l'lrt' 8140 ot' ~;ltlVGf7 (iootho 

eruol ~tt':Wf1t .~h41' 80~ ~ tb0l'l l'ecct"ed. 

(,ft .. ttl-a 0Iv11,·'1A. the alnvee vA'X) tor tho LlOll' ~pt wore 

unel:1 'lled ond lQnOJ'Qnt, f'0UiltQ 1 t V~1J!Y difficult 1..0 a4jUet tb."'" 

Helve!} to tholl" new Ufo tl$ rPoe r_8Oll8. n.)~1-Y. t1.1~ 111''' 

ontbo lnril rJ't tlww _et._ hutl t~lt..~b O(:.Jilf>elled to tIOpk lone 

~::G\:lr$, their food nl'3Al lo46ins lite)" prov1d.ed for thea. f\.ft~ th.~ 

(~nolpEitl.on, ttd.a 111. _8 cllQll8e4. 1'h01 \t3!l'O ~ vr¥! hod to 

think COl' tllOmG()ly. tind I:anlto fj Uvtng. ~:1."?1f)U for 'i;,he PCIP'O then 

11va rJ.UOh the .&Jtl1ne Go. uus-:1liS tht) oowe'H.,lon. !';OVel1l&il or tile .la" .. 
stn1"t~ out to aeeure "ob8, but Qll fow1d it. tllffloult tond.lu..' 

th~aSt;lvea to tho 1ltYU llt" tilld dit.f1oult; 00 aocUor'O 0t;~p~,;(m'h 

~~ntW (laM book to tboAP old ()It7~ m.1d nnny t'/1Jf'O t:.ff'fi U1 to l~"e 

nlt! OOtltSnaecl on web ~c batuN_ 

1:vt'lO noV'tb oet ap atol"ee !.W fotullQf lfbtr,t:~or:o ~1~,Cl"O tl~e n~ 

~lho wile l.n~i'1bl$ to ~ ~~ont oou1tl oot010 food ~indGh.lt ... 

2~.H.YIOO~:; _,... lt WO$ mlOi'\ till:.) .tL;~; ~:.: t OO1-(li.tlo~J.1 l~lve boon tbe 

tbOtit ~ 11 cb$ Jl88I.'O vee a7!l:l ~~..u nt ~, .. $ ~;nt ~k ~ whe 

tb.,. QQ_ 11OJl'th, the., onc~ .. ed the .mao d1ttloultlee ~·8 M?~ 1 

of tho colo1tod foltte who, driv. br tbe tQllrlble 11v1f46 .1!41tlon. 

in tho QQUth fOUl} " ... ap. tNtDa to QaJT, ft~1'1t~ ~ tbe:r b.., 

l1thd tber 1f~ CI'Pfilblo t4 • .......,t .,.k. HoweY_ t1:te 1IGI'e. not 

..... t~ co '=-Oom .itlpl~u", em tounI 't.~ d1t;fiOGlt to C<l3Ut ..... 1.... % •• e ,_ .. eft. the "_'s-,an. 



HSn'J' own .. v.::re ldJ'.t olld Nl1g1ou. !;,nd bAd 8000018 tOl' 

their 014.8., vtlOl'O th07 could l • .lrr) to Z".'Hl f)l~a tIP1te. ~hOdO 

slJl.,.. were moPe muGOe8DlUl &n 8eotl1'"lnS Ot\i}loynoot}. 

)\ lthou[;h ~:he ~ lo9ot'l thO Dible f;.lOst ot n 11 'books, uri! 

VGrG ~:lOltl,. t1ethodl.tl 000 Dttptlets, their dltSr-ront rolls1oue 

bellefs 1s oaulMJd b7 the ,laYe 0';::0.." hflvlrfS ob.U'.PCbes. fClJ!' the 

sl.t.lvoa. 1JbatfNor ohurob the ~l stor belDnaed to. tt'lG sla". be. 

longed to. on-J oontlnued In the BOCO ol1U1"Oh otter the Wt;lr. 

:1,1nco ala.,. tOtlk the nut'lO of thair' Owtlel'S, chi ~ea 1n the 

Si:1~']O taustl,. wou14 b;l'V''' <lUforont nm::lU. til'J. n~'(~!7' 8 tuth. .. 

find his ~the" utld ~ ... fill had dstftrant notwa. ,)n tho 

plilntG!ts'on tn., were oelltd "Jon .. - JIm." 'ftIrown'. Jonoa,tt ete. 

Ha!l1' on belng fItee4 left the-1l' old hOtiM ~in1 c .. dopted fln:7 ntm1& that; 

the,.. took 0- taoo,. to. One 810ve tbat is ..... lIoola(kl;; ~beAt 

took tbo name of a..en Johnson tr.ntl stJ:ra he ott~ rcr1Drl~Gd tho t 

he tna-017 _ B sPetm to ftdOl't Mloll n ~1I.llilG. ~r1s Gl'!lht.1eon in 0flJ11 

1s ,011 fltrlDot (iOijJ)le te Clerk t1eble, .. oo,.t h.(~ 18 bl'OU11, PrKl (}Qble 

18 Wlte. 

It.nD\1 ela1l' O\1ll ... _ pte bbelJ' al.".. am 11 trilete of 1f~1¥l \1lh1Gb 
'" 

the,' .. 14 __ s,ft .. ~bo1.&It.. An,"tbL~ Jlalaed belortatd to 

th_ f:lnd tb., could _&l'l •• 11 the pJ'Oducta nnd tho ~ atS thebe. 

tiol'l1 $~ft"'. wOPe 01>18 to .Ye ~ from the.. tD1eotJ. to purcha •• 

their .~ ~ !Nto •• tbe aanolpatlon • 

• i\DOtl .. OOlldltioD ,~t"lfl' contNn,*, ,be .... if) tho ~ua •• 
'ba' ~ ftN .. t ........ WIre .-., we .. br t .. acNtheID people. 

1'1 ,be ....... "" tfteUd end eonaSd.., ...... ." br tll" 
..... _ ..... t:.be 0 ...... 1 "., 'ba7 Weft ..... v,. tIM 
,...._ , ... le, 1Ii __ ........ Ole ....... .., .. ..... 



b7, ~0Peft1 111 tile a~, _en tbouf~ th~ ~tho e1t.tyoa, thosr 

woul4 t'1ot'tNat th.lh F"O!' tb,i~t .. IOn r.:~~N'l7 otr;'lO C~'fN dla not 

U~~. the tlOPtboric1 t~OO9le fJilCi ~o. .. lnod {W "e'~nO(l to tilo nouttiAI"ID 

plante tlone. 

Tbo alav., Ot1nit1'1 tt~tlt t;ht;~t SlclV~1;7 l;1UC rlsut N1d noth11lg 

Wt.}$ Wl"01lC tl~~t ueiUng nr:}'j ~ft~£ t~n ~)ttlGS "' Ul'V W07e. 

colcl*ed. !:uoh 80 0 pes..,n ~,Jlc1 purei1t;;,M u tA)JIOG Qt1ilutcaobl'1o 

to(tQ!{. The 0 .. " ~~» tml,,\.ieY tbol:'.lefi~ uetWlly etJI1:,ped 
\ 

thet!l 00 tn.e wslst tlt\ll1 luehed t:~~ w!th u lont] l~t~~~::r 'tahlp, 

4008 not Ulte to dl8C'QtU1 ttl(:) ONel ~o o£ (;il,~vf)&'" i!1xl only M­

.~l= 10. ~ S~l _., ~t uLo !;;{1(j 1),~ o:.c1 ilk~VOtl d1ncu,sa. 
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(A) Robert Howard -Ex-slave. 1840 1JoulfJV8.rd Pla~. 

(D) .Alma Pritchett, Federal Writer, l~OO Kentuok;y AftnUQ. 

Robert IJo-ward, an ex-slave. was born in 1852. in Clara County, 

Kentuolq. (A) 

Hi. sster, Chelton Howard. was wry ldnd to him. (A) 

'The mother, with her five children, lived on the HO'VAU'"d farm 

in peaoe and h8.rmcnv. (A) 

Ri. father .. Beverly Iioward, _s owned by Bill Andersoll, who 

kept • saloon on the ri vel" front. (A) 

Be ..... rl)'" ... "hired outlt ill the house ot Bill.Anderscm. He 

105 

was allowd. to ge' ioo the !toward farm every Saturdllr night to vieit with h18 

wife and ch11~. Tbi. vieit ..... always looked forard to with great 

j07, a. thq were devoted tel the father. CA) 

The Hnard ramUy -.s 801d ~ once, being owned first by 

Dr. Page in JIem.7 COUIlt,.. 'eDtuoq-. the tudq •• DDt separated. the 

ent1J"e family.. bought &Dd kept together until ,lavery _8 abolished. (.1) 



Mr. Howard seems to be a "NI'f 1d.nd old DIUl. lives 111 the 

home tor af~ed colored people (The Alpha 11 .. ). (B) 

He he.s no relati ..... , except a brother. Xe .... wU 

satisfied living in the home. (I) 

Submitted Jant1IU'7 10. 1938 
Indianapolis. L~diaDa 
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Grace Konroe . 
Diet. 4, 18fferlSOn Count,. ~1011 n ,;¥. --:::Sl,=-ay--::.---=S7"to-'q-----"""!JIII! 

Ref. (A) lIr. lLatthew Hume, a former alaTe 

1223 Words 
~ 10'~ 

Yr. Hume had many' interesting experiences to tell conoerning ae part 

slavery had played in his famlly. On the whole the,. .. ere fortunate in 

having a good master who would not keep an overa.er 1Iho whiJ)ped hi. -blacks-. 

\ His father, Luke Hume, lived in Trimble County Xentucq and was 

~lowed to raise for htms81t ~ne acre of tobacco. one acre of corn, garden 

stuff, chickens and have the milk and l.mtter from one cow. He was advised 

to eave hie monel' bJr the overseer, but a~lwa.y. drank it up. I Cn this pi __ 

tation all the slaves were free from Sa.turday noon until Monday morning 

and on Christmas and the Fourth of luly. A major! ty of them would go to 

Bedford or Mil ton and drink, gamble and fight., On the neighborifl8 f&1'm the 

slaves were treated cruelly. llr. Hume had a. brother-in-la.w, steve r.ewis, 

she carried ma.rks on hi" b~ck. For years he had a. sore tha.t wou~d. not heal 

where his master had struck him with a. bla.ckenake whip. 

Three good overseers were Jake M&ck and Mr. Crafton, Mr. Daniel. Payne 

wa.s the owner who. a.sked hie people to report i;"ny mistrea.tment to him •. He 

expected obedience however. 

When l!r. Hume wa.$ a small boy he was placed in the fields to hoe. 

lIe al so wilted a n~w iml>l ement. He was sO small he was unable to keep near 

enough to the men a-nd boys to hear what they were .kinl about, he remember­

ed. b:r:inging up the rea.r one day, when he saw a lars_ rock he ca.reful.ly 

COTered it wi th ~irt, then came down hasel on 1 t breakins hi. hoe. Xe 

missed a whip'Ping and. recel"ed a. new tool to replace the old one, aft er 

this he could .keep near enough to hear what the other workers ... ere talld.ng 

&'bout. 

Another of his duties was to go for the oat'le, he had to walJt-~aroun4 

the road a.bou' a. mile, 'but wal petmitte4 to oome back thrwgh the fields '.t a qu.art.~ of a. aile. Oneatte11lO •• h.1 $ .rd. au... told him t 0 briq 

,.i"&4 Of ...... 'Wha he . c.. ,-. In the SWIll.,.. it .. a the .at .. to hayt .. 
" . . . . "". "-'~''''''''''-
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str ••• wa. &1lgl7 thi. pee .. ed him, 110 that he .talked into the hall UId. 

.18lIllDlEla his woo,':;' into the box. About this time hi. mi.tr ..... Ted. Jd.a lnw 

small closet ad locked the door. lle .... moh a howl t hat he broup,t 

8 mot.her aa4 1'athe:r to thea re.Cl18 and was 800n rele .... d troa hie prl80D. 

A. aoOD &8 the children .ere old eDoush the,. were placed 1a the flelc1. 

prepare ~e ground for .etting tobacoo plants. T.bia waa a ~er.r compli­

ed procedure. The ground was made into hills, each requ1ring a.bout four 

The child had to get all the clods broken fine. n:J. •• place 

s foot in the center and leaT. hi. track. ~. plant 8 were to be •• t out 

in the center and woe to the youngster who had failed to pulverize his hill • 

.A:fte~~ one plowiDg the tobacoo was hand tended. It was lol'l8 green and 

divided into two Irad.... It was pre •• ed 1>7 beirJg placed in large hogaheada 

and weighted don. One one ooe.alon the,.. were told their tobacco was .. 

eaten up that the worms .. ere a1 tting on the fenoe wa.1 tina for tJt,e leav •• to 

grow but DeTerthel.ea .• 1n 80me malU'lU' hi. maste%' hid the Aefeet, and received. . 

the beat price paid in the c~n1 ty. 

!he Dd.tre •• on a neighboring plantation was a devout Oa~o~lc. an4 

had. all the chil4r81'l come each S\1nd.,- &tier-BOon to stud.7 the catechia aDd 

repeat the I.o:r4'. Pr •• r. She was not verT sucoe •• ful in traiJl1llg th_ at 
U&e Cat'h.o-l:l.c 1'a1'Ul aa whc the7 pe .. ,up .at of them were either Bapt 1ate 

or .. thetilt.. Jb'.:m.e eali •• 414 a lot of g804 in lea41ag th_ to. Chr1J11 

lMt,Ja.. did Boil.am .-.oh crt the catechi_ as he onlT att81'1ded for t h. 

treat. Af~el.' the ""1ce th$Y al'IftI\Yl had. ca&lC!y oX' a cup of ausu. 
OIl t!he PH_.- »lao. ~.r.. ftt. a. biS aii'app!AsneP'O of eight een ..... 

ill, overa.,.. at'temp'" " whip re •• 1 TiDg the worat of it. He then w •• t. t.. ' 
Ii ....... _~ aa4 aPM for help \).'\ w .. w1d h. would haTe to •• ~ e18~ 

*be for help. J'1aa117 ••• oae ..... te\Uld t. ael1.". Sld1ill w.a tie' to- a·: 

........... "'"17 ••• t .... then ~el wer, a:f:rai4 to uti. him, whea the OT.~ 
'. . . . . 

'''tlU1l¥~''''''li.J ... 1,., __ then» •••• _ld~ lda &. :";:rlll' 

.. '~'111&4 r.,. .. ill. ~" .... " ~.t..l .. - .. -,.~ '~'''''4. , ... 
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h.lper here where he reeeiT'" ki_ treatment. 

A bad over.eer was discharged once by Kr. P8f11e Homa. of hi. oruel't7 

to llr. Illlt. Hu.me. The corncrib was a tiny affair where a aaa had to cl1JalJ 

out one leg at a tiJlle, one morning Just as Jlr. :awae'. fa.ther was cl1mbing 

out with his feed, he was struck over the head with a. larse club, the nut 

morning he broke the 1000P off an i ron shovel and fastened the iroD haD4.1e 

to his body. This time he .-w.ng himself from the door of the orib and 

... ing the overseer hiding to strlk him he threw- his bar, which made Ii\. 

wound on the man'a )read which did not lm.eek him out. Ai soon &s lIr. P...,-ne 

hea.rd of the disturbance the overseer was . di .charged 8I1d Mr. uack placed 

In charge of the slaves. 

One ~ of .xacting obedience was to ~eaten to send offenders South 

to work in the fielde. The slavea around Lexington, Kentucky, came ou.t 

hea.d on one ocoa.sion. lhe col~eotor was Shrader. He had the uavea hand-

cuffed to a large log chain and forced on s. fla.t boat. ntere were &e many 

that the boat was grounel.d, so some 0'1 the daTes were rele&'15ed to .pual1 

the boat o-rt. .Among the "black." was one mo could read and. wr! tee ::Before 

Shrader could ~n them up again, he was se1 ze4 and chained, taken to bel.tll 

Itmphi s TeDJleS8ee and forced to work in the cotton fields until he was able 

to get word from Richmond ldentlt)'1ng him. In the meantime the educated. 

a.gro lleue4- fretlldom papers t~ hi. oompU11ona. ~ of them came back to 

LexiDgton,Xentuclq' where they were eraployed • 

.... Hull. tho~ the ltaa.ncipatlon Proclamation waa the greateat 'Work 

that Draham Linooln eTer did. The colored people on hi fJ p1at at1en did 

lOt lea.rn of it until the following August. Thell·Xr.· PaJ118 ad his sone ott... to let them liTe on their around with (ioDdl tioJla sllll11a.:r to oar . 

. rtlilngqatem., giving a. ahare of the erGp. Thq .. eaa1ned here until Zau. 

1,1865 wha they eros.eel the Ohio at Kd1aoa. Thq had. a en "hi_ JaN 

·.iVG th., 'before the lIaIanei,at.1 •• hoe1aaat1ou- .a1 •• - -, tJtta 

'ale- &wq:rr_ th.~ 80 • .,. o._to Ia4 •. llOIte1 ••• , trleadl ....... 

• 



pemU1esa• 110 
Mr. Rume and his aged Viife have been married 62 years and resided 1n 

the same C011lll1Di ty for 55 years 'V.·here they are highly respected by all their 

Ileighbors. 

He could not understand ~~e attitude of his race who preferred to 

remain in slavery reeei ving only food and mel ter, rather than to be free 

citizens lVhere they could have the right to develop their individualism. (A) 

#i 



Virginia Tulley 
3)i s t ric t ;1/2 
Fort 71ayne, Indiana 

Refere~f?: A. Ft. 'Yayne News Sentinel November 21, 1931 

:3. Fer s anal intervi ew 

. 
!Irs. Henrietta Jack~on, ]'ort ':!ayne resident, is distinguished 

1.11 

for t""IO reaans; me is a centennariar~nd an ex-slave. Hesiding .:krrk;.',tJ ... ··· 

her daughter, Mrs •. Tackson is very active and helps her dnughter, who 

operates a restaurant, do some of the lighter work. At the time I cE1.lled, 

an nucwt afternoon af over 90 degrees temperature, Hrs. Jackson was 

bllSY sweeping the floor. A Ii ttle, ra th er stooped, shrllnken body, Mrs • 

.Tackson gets around slowly bu t wi thou t~he aid of a cane or support of 

any kind. Sl].e wears a long dar- k cotton dress wi th <1 bnndana on her 

heauwi1his now quite g:~ay. Her skin is walnut broym her eyes peering 

brightly through the wrinkles. She is intelligent, alert, cordial, very 

much interested in all tha t goes on about her. 

Just how old Mrs •. Tack'on is, she hereelf doesn't know, but she 

thinksshe is about 105 years old. She looks much younger. Her youngest 

child. is '13 and s he had nine, two of vhom were twins. Born a slave in 

Virginia, record of her birth was kept by the master. She cannot re-

member her father as he was soon sold after Mrs. Jackson's death. 

When still a ch ild she was taken from l:E r mother and sold. She remem-

bers the auction block and that she brought a good price as she was 

strong and heal-thy. Her new mster, Tom Robinson, treated her well and 

never beat ber. At first S1e was a plough hand, working in the cotton 
, 

fields, ·out then she was taken into the house to be amaid. While there 
I\. 



--Virginia Tulley 
Ft. WE.Wne" Ind:lal'R 
"Dis t r1ct ,,2 

(2) 

112 

.r;:. 

the Civil ~7ar,~roke out. Mrs. Ja.ckson remenbers the exei t,emen~and 
Ii; 

Grad ally the f emily los t its weal tf. the home tre cnming anigoing. 

" was broken up. everything was destroyedby the annies. Then e rune free-

dom forth e sla ves. But Mrs •• Tackoo n a tayed on wi th the master fa r a-

o;11ile. After 1eavi.r.g she Vlent to "~labama where she obtained work ina 

-
laundry lIironing white folks' collars and cuffs." Then she got married 

andin 1917 she came to live wi th her d aught er in ..b'ort Wayne. Her 

husband. Levy Jackson, has been dead 50 years. Of her children, only 

two ar e left. Mrs •. Tackso n is sometillE s very lonesome for her old 

home in "Alabamy". wl:ere her friends lived, but for the moe t part, 

sheis happy and contented. 

~, ,'-. 
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.Alma Pri tobett 

(A) »ra. Li •• i. JolmeCll'l, ?08 North S .. t. awrme, Apt. 1. 

(B) Anna Pritchett, Federal Writer, 1200 1eJ1'tucq avenue. 

:Mrs. J'olmaon" father. Arthur Looklear, .a born in Wilm'ng-

ton, N.C. in 1822. He lived in the South and endured DallY' hardship8 

until 1852. He was very forinmate in having a TJhite man befriend him --_.-..• 

in maay _ys. This rIIU1 taught him to read and write. M~ nightl a.f'ter 

a hard day. work, he would 11e on the floor in front of the fireplace, 

trying to study by the light from the blasing wood, ao he might i .. ave 

his reading and writing. (A) 

He uarried very young, and a8 his family increaaed. be 

beC8.lDft ambi tioua tor thea. bOIling their fUture would be vary dal-k 

if they remaiDed South. (A) 

Be then .tarted • ~ 1:0 00. north. There ..... &bau't 

twnt,-a1x or twnty-elgh't _11 Uld ..... Jl, who had the s_ thoughta 

about their ohl1c11'en, banded together, and 1Js 1882 the7 started tor 

aomnhere. Nol1h. (A) 

:11 :~~ 



The people selected, had to be loyal to the cause of tb81r 

ohildren' a tuture lives, morally clean, truthful, and bard-.rorld.ng. (A) 

Some had oxen, same bad cart.. They pooled all of their 

scant belonging., and staM;ed on their long h,Qr4 jo\U"11e7. (A) 

The 'WtIDI831 and children rode in the ox-oe.rta. the .. walked. 

1.'hey'WOuld travel a few daya, then stop on the roadside to relt. The 

Women would ssh their fCfff aloth.a, cook enough food to last a few da)"S 

more, then they would start out again. ~hey _re six .. eka neJd.ng the 

trip. (A) 

Some settled in !~di.on, Indiana. TWo brothers and their 

families _n1: on to Ohio, and the rest came to Indi.e.ne.PQliJe (A) 

John Soott, one of their nmnber Vola. a hod carrier. He earned 

$2.60 a day, knowing that would not aooumulate fast enough, he was Itrong 

and thrifty. A£ter he had worked hard all day. he would spend h1a 

evenings putting new bottoms in ohair., and knitting gloves tor ~ 

who -.nted that kind of wark. In the B\ll!IDI&r he DJ1de a garden, .014 h1a 

vegetable.. Ueworked 'Very har-d, da7 and night, and ft8 able to aaT8 .CIIIII 

He oould not read or write, but be taught his children the _lue 

ot truthfulne.s, clee.nliDess ot m.1Dd and body, loya11ty, and thrift. 

The father and his sona all worked together and bought Game grOUDd, 

built a little hOWle where the faJa11,y 11,"d d.lI7 yearle (A) 

BetON old Mr. Soott died, he bad saved enough money to g1_ 

q 



each son $200.00. Hi. bank 1n1.8 tin aans hidden around in hie houae. (A) 

Will soot't, the artist, 1. a gre.n4sQJl of th1. Jolm soott. (A) 

!he thing theae early •• ttl ... wanted mo.t, _8 tor 'the1l" 

children to learn to read and vi te. So ~ ot 'them had been Gaught 

trying to learn to write, and had had their thumb. _shed, 80 they 110\114 

not b. able to hold a penoil. (A) 

Mra. Johnson i8 e. very interesting old woman a.nd relll8lllbera 

80 well the things her parents told her. She deplores tM "1008. living," 

as ahe calls it of th1. generation. (B) 

She is very deliberate. but se01ll8 very JUre of the story of 

he,%" early life. ( B) 

Submitted De06JDber 9, 198., 
Indianapolis, Indiana 



Slave Stories 
ic:t ITo. 5. 

cerbur[h County 
e"uana Creel The Star;l of 3etty Jones. 

1·11G 

un L.lterview vIi th J~~lizabcth Jones at 429 Oak street, EV[::.l1sville, Ind. 

nYes I=ol1e~)', I WEtS H slt:lvA. I rms born at ~Ie~lderson, r:entuck;/ and my 

born ther0. Our home was 

011 .Uvis's ==i11 1.'.11:1 a lonE' }Jl,rnlk 'd(~lk hno. been built fron the be.uk of the 

river to tbe llvis ~ome. ''7e all lil:ed the long :planl: l7alk ancl the big 

'+:"1 f t'l'" J1"" 1"nr-< n nr~tt~'r 1"c9 IT ouse on 'J'-]) 0 1 <;; .1 ... J, ,I,.L.::' r.;;. ~ <:i, 'J P (l. '. 

Bcety Jones sEd.a her master vias a. rich [nan and had made his money by 

's'n~ '~YJ'"! 1.1.1. b (...~ \... selling sluviJs. only reca1le two house servan.ts iNere mulat-

All the other slsves were blsck as they could be. 

:Bett;;,r alvis lived r.rit}l her l}(lrents in a cabill near her master's home 
"I;:,.. ..... 

the hill. 3he recalls no ll..'1}cind. treatment. HOur only sorrow was When 

of our sIt:. ve fr lends VI QuId be s old off, then the mo the r8, bro thers , 

friends always cried a lot and we children would ~r1eve to see ., t: -

"'.,~ l' ef ~ f 0".-1." "Op r""1: + s • II 0.1. ,I.,I ,1 _ ~ _ ~ v 

The mother of Betty was tl. slave of John Alvis anc.. r:J.Hrried a slave of 
. 

The famil~i' livea. at tile slave qu[;,rters and were never parted. 

kept us al1 together until we got sot free a.fter the war.H declares 

l!any of the alvis negroes decided to make their homes at Henderson = 
TTIt was a nice town and work was plentiful." 

Betty alvis was brought to Evansville b~T her parents. The climate did. .. 
ot agree with the mother so she went to Princeton, Kentucky'to live With her 

ied daughter and died there. 

Betty Alvis married Jo1m R. Jones, a na.tive of Tennessee, a former slave 

of. John Jones, a Tennessee planter. He died twelve years ago. 

recalls when Evansville was a small town. She remembers when 

them for pleasure. 



J. c<t. 1f"'nllSlave ;) arles 
;.;.J .... ;t- t l'T ... Distric , .l, a. o. 
Vanderburgh Cov.nty 

,"'\ 1 buena .,J r e e 
The story af Betty Jones. 

11~ 

inE; prett:7 ruffled ares~e.s arul ever~T body would rit~Ve to t 1-,8 bo[~t men and 

st?~r d.o;·;n at the river's e dg'o TUlt il tho bo.';t 'l;vas out of 8i gn.t. 11 Betty 

Jones rE';;;~e~c\bers \vhen the new Court I-Tollse Ws,s stgrted and hori glf:d the men 

of the citJ-~ ':lere to erect the nice bujlding. She recoIls when the old 

Tuzed and new structures VTere 

errctcc"! LJ '\?hich to vlorsl;ip ;'}o::,l. She does not bolieve ~Yl evil spirits, i 
nor charES as do many former slaves, but she re~embers hearing her 

frienllf~ e}0Jress sunen:::titions concernin§!:' blB.c};: CLtS. It was also a belief 

t~t to build a new kitchen onto jour old horne ~as always followed by t}e 

it }'1['(1 come to bring a call to the fEtr away lend aEd. soma member of the 

Betty Jones was not scared when the recent ~lood carne to within a block 

of her door. She had lived through a fleod. while living at Lawrence Station 

at ~~c~Yi on 80Ull ty, IndiEna. "'.:e was all mE~roon eO. in our 11 orne s for two weeks 

and E~11 the food we had W8.S brought to 01:1' door by boats. '.Tnite river Vh?,S 

flooded then and our hODe rms in the ':rhilbe River Flatso II tr'.lhat Goo. \vills 

must 11Cl}:'J;)en to us, and 1.78 d.o not save ourselves by trying to run I:nvay. Just 

8S WeI] stE.Y and face it as to try to ge t away. n 

The old negro ~70man is cared for by her Ullmarried daughter since her 

hu.sband I S dea th • The ~ld woman is lonely and was ha:p-oy to recieve a caller.;· 

She is alone much of the time as her daughter is cOY:l}!elled to do house work I. 

to provid,s for her mother and herself. "Of course 11m a Christian, IT said 

the aged negross. "I'm a religious Woman and hope to meet my friends in 

"I would like to go back to Henderson, Kentucky once more, 

been there for more than twenty years. I'd live to wAlk the old 

Mr. Alvis' home but. I(m afra.id I'll never get to go. 
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Page #1 
Topio 1/:240 
.Anna Pr1 tohett 

(A) Nathan Jones -Ex-slave- 409 Blake street. 

(:8) Anna Pritchett -1".4era1 Writer- 1200 Kentuoky Avenue. 

Nathan Jones _8 born in Gib80n County', Tenne.l_ in l{~68. 

the son of Caroline Powell, one of Parker Crimm'. slaves. (A) 

11aster crimm was very abusive and oruel to his slaves. He 

would bee. t them tor any little offenae. He took pleasure in taking 

Ii ttle children trom their mother. and selling them, sending them as 

fa.r away as possible. (A) 

Na.than'. stepfather, Wi1li8 Jones, -.IS a very strong nan, 

0. very good ,.,orlcer. and knew just enough to be resentful of his master' 8 

cruel treatment, deoided to run a-.y. liTing in the woods for daya. His 

master sent out searohers for him, who al-1a came in without him. The 

dar ot the 8a1e, Willis _de his appearanoe and WAil the first slave 

tt:; "ue put en the block. (A) 

His new master. a Mr. Jones of Tipton. Tennessee, _. very 

kind to him. Ife said it was a real pleasure to work for Mr. Jon.a. as 

-.11 Q C) 



he bad suoh a kind heart and respected hi' slaws. (A) 

Nathan remembers aesiD(; alaws, both :men and women, with 

their hands anti feet staked to the f)"ound, ,their faces down, gl'ring 

them no ohanoe to resist the ove~.eer., 1'Ihipped with cow hides until 

the b100dguahed from their backs. "A very cruel way to treat hluIan 

beings." (A) 

Nathan narried very young, worked very hard, started buying 

a s_ll orcbard_ but liaS "f1ggerE!d" out of 1t, and loet all he. had put 

into it. He then went to Missouri, stayed there until the death of hi. 

wii~e. He then came to Indiana. brinr;ing his 8 ix children with him. (A) 

F'orty-fiw yeare ago h. married the seoond time J to that 

union wre four children. He 18 very proud of his ten ohildren and 

one stepchild. (A) 

His ehildren have all been very helpful to h1m until times 

"got bad" ldth them, and could barely exist themselves. (A) 

Jlr. and Mr.. .lODeI room with a fandly by the ll8lD8 of 

Jame., they have e. comfortable, clean room and are con'tent. (B) 

They are both members of the Free Will Baptist Church, 

get the old age penlion, awl "do very well. ft (B) 

Submitted Deoeaber 15, 11" 
Indianapolll, Inc!! .. _ 

lID 
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1400 south Sixth street 
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.30079 Albert strope, Field. Workel' 
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ADELINE ROSE LEnNOX - EX-SLAVE 
r ..... 

Adeline Rose Lennox was born ot' slave parents at Middle -

5~metilnes known as Paris - Tennessee, October 25, 1849. She 

lived with her parents in slave quarters on the ple.ntat1on 01' 

a ?vir. Rose l'or whom her parents worked. These quarters \Vere 

log houses, a distance from the master's manslon. 

At the age of' seven years, Adoline 'was taken from her par­

~nt~ ,0 wo:rkat the home 01' a son of' Hr. Rose who had recently 

been r~rried. She remembers well being taken away, for she said 

she cried, out her new mistress said she vms going to have a new 

ho~ne so she had to go with her. 

At the age 01' fourteen years she dld the work ot: a man in 

the field, dr1v1:1g a team, plowing, harrowing and seeding. "We 

all th.ought a great deal of Mr. Rose, ft said Mrs. Lennox, uror he 

was good to us.n She said that they w,'}re well fed, hav1ng plenty 

of corn, peas, beans, and pork to eat, more pork then than now. 

As Adeline Rose, the subject of' this sketch was married to 

Mr. Steward, af'ter she was g1ven her freedom at the close 01' the 

C1vil War. At this time sho was living with her parents who 

stayed with Mr. Rose for about rive years al'tar the liar. To the 

steward family was bOl'n one son, Johnny. Mr. stewar~led 

in. life, i~d"'his widol' married a second time, this time~one 

Lennox whose name she now bears • 
. ., . ::, .. ~,: .... 

early 

George 

Joh..l1.11Y married young and d1ed young, leaving her alone in tl1e 
. . . . 

~~ .",.. -' ,- .~ ~.' 

world with the exception of her daughter-ln--~w. After her second 

husband's death. she remained near Middle, Tennessee, until 19~4, 

when" she removed to Elkhart to spend the remainder of her life 11 vlng 
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Albert strope, Field. W'Drker 
B8~ral Writers' Project 
st. Joseph County - District 
Mishawaka, Indiana 

wi til her daughter-in-Law, who had remarried and is now living 

at 1400 South Sixth street, Elkhart, Indiana • 

In the neighborhood she is known only as "Grurmy.tI While 

I was having this interview, a colored lady passed and. this con­

versa t10n fOllowed: 

"Good morning Granny, how a.re you this morning?" 

"OnJ.y to.lerab.le, thank you," rep.lied Gr~nmy. 

The health of Mrs. Lennox has been failing i'or tho past three 
-. --.'.-.. ~-"-'----' 

years but ahe gets aro1lnd quite well !'or a lady who will be eight-

eight years old the tw~nty-fifth day of this October. 
i 

old age pension of about thirteen dollars per month. 

She gets an 

A peculiar thing about t~s. LennOr's life is that she says 
\ 

# 1 

that she never knew that she was a slave until she was set free. Her 

mistress th4~n told her that she was free and could go back to her 

father's home which she did rather reluctantly. 

Mrs. Lennox smokes, enjoys corn bread and boiled potatoes as 

food, but does not enjoy automobiles as "they are too bumpy and they 

gather too much air," she says. ItI do not eat sweets,tI she remarks 

limy one ambition in .life is to Jive so that I may claim Heaven as 

my home when I die." 

Tr~re 1s a newspaper picture in the orfice along with an article 

published by the Elkhart Truth. 

today. 

AD:DB 
9-7-37 

This is being sent to Indianapolis 
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SUbmi t ted bY': 
Estolla R.nodson, 
Bloomington,Ind. 

INTERVIDi ~:rITII 7HOiriV3 ]J~.'TIB,COI..ORt""m. 

RGf'oreTICo: 

(.\) --._- ---Thor-m.B 1Je..,./is ,north SUr1l':li t stroet ,B1oo:::1in(';ton, Ind. 

"I was born in Spenc~r C0lU1ty,J:entuc1'=Y,ln IG57.I was 

P01'"!.1 f:;l, slave.Thoro was slav'c}ry al: around on all the adjoin-

Ing places.I was seven years old when! was set f"ree.ny 

:rathel' W~1l3 ~'::illecl in t:le northern army.Hy mothar,step-f'ather 

and my nother's .four living children Ca'l'Tl6 to Indiana w}len T 

was twolve years old.Hy gra:r.d.:fathHr VTas set :free and Given a 

littlo plaoo of' about si::::toen acres.A gang of" white men wGnt 

to T'1Y grandmot;ler' s place and ordered tile colored people out 

to work.The co101'",:)(1. poople had worked beforo for white men, 

on shares. Vlhen the whoa t was all in and the corn laid by, the 

white f"aT"Mors would tell the colored people to get out,and 

would givo them nothing. The colorocl poo})le did not wa.nt to 

work tht),t way,and re:fnsod.This 'W'as the causo of the raids by 

wlli te :raY'T'lerS .Hy mothor reco[91.ized one of the men in the 

gang and report(;)d him to the standing soldiers in Louisville. 

He was caueht .s~nd made to tell who the others ware wltil 

they had 360 men.AII were fined and nona allowed to leave 

ill1til all the fineH were paid.So tIlo rich ones had to pay 

for the. poor onea .Hany of them loft beCaU139 all were T'Jad.e 

responsi1Jle it» such an event ovel" occurred again. " 

Our family left because we did not want to worle that 

way.I was hired out to a family for ~~20 a year.! was sent for. 

12:3 
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:'Ty T'1otheI~ put hersal!' lUlder t~le protection of" the police 

until vie coul,l ;:,;et away. rJe OaJJ0 in a wa.gon from 01Jr home to 

TJouisville. I was arLxioUH to see Louisville, and t:lOught it 

':Ta.S very YTondorlul. I wa'Ylted to atay t:lere, but we came on 

across the Ohio Rivt)r on a ferry boat and stayed all nir)lt 

In New Al:ga.n~l· .next r!10rning t:le "lagon returned home and '.16 

Oar:10 to Bloomington on the t~rain. It took us f"rom got clock 

'mtil t:1!'ee in the evenin<:; to get hore. There were big slabs 

of wood on t:lO siclas of the track to hold the rails ~'together. 

Strips of' iron wer'o bolted to t~e rails on t:10 inside to 

braoe them apa.rt. There \lore no '\'lirea at the joints of' the 

raU,s to c?rr'y elaotrici ty, as ilO havo novl,:for there vms no 

oleotricity in t~o8e days. 

I have lived in Dloonington OYer' HinGe I C8J:1El here. 

I r1st a :raJ'lily naned Dor'sett a.fter I ca.rlO here. rrhey canIe 

f'rom Je:rf'erson COlmt;r,'Centuc1cy.Two of' their dmlf')lters had 

been sold bef'ore the VTar .!-d'tor the vrar, when tile blac1( people 

'.'lore f'roe, the daughters hoa.rd smnG way t!la t their people 

were in Bloonington.It WEl,S a ha.ppy time when they met their 

parents. 

Once when I was a little boy,I was sitting on the 

f'ence wbile my mother plowed to get the field ready to put 

in wheat. The white rl1al1 who ovmed her was plowing too.Some 

Ya.n]{ea soldiers on horses ca},€) alonr.::;.One rode u.p to the fence 

and when my mother came to th() end of" the furrow,he said to 

her, "Lady, could you tell me where .Tim DoW!1.B' still house is,'tt 

Hy mother sta.rted to ansvrer, but the T'lat1 vrho O\med her told 
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her to r'lo>.ro on. The 8ol('li{~rs told 11im to keep quiet, or they 

'w'ould maJ~G him SOI"ry.After ho 'Wont 8.'\7o.y,my nother told the 

soldiers w~1ere the hO'l130 YVas. The reason ht31~ master d.id not 

'1.'rant her to tell wh0re the house vras, was that SOTlle c~ his 

Rebel friends vrere hiding there.Spies haO. reported them to 

the Yan]ree soldiers. They went to tJle house and captured the 

nobels. 

Next soldiors oane vral]cing.I had n:) cap.One. soldier 

asked me why I did not wear a oa.po!sa.id :r had no cap.The 

soldiBr said,"You tell your mistress I said to buy you a 

cap or I'll con~ bD..cl{ and Jrill tll0 whole :fanily."Thay 

bouGht me a co.p,the first one I evar had. 

The soldiers passed for tiu"eo days and a hal? They 

wore getting roady :for a battle.ThQ battle was close.We 

could hear the ca.nnon.After it was over, a whf te man went to 

the battle 1~ield.He said th?~t for a mile and a half one 

could. walJc on dead TIlen and dead horses.1!y mother wanted to 

go and see it,but they wouldn't let her,f'or it was too awf'Ul. 

I don t t ]mow what town we were nea.r. The only tmm I 

mow about had only about :four or :five houses a.-.,.d a mill.I 

thin..1r the nane was Pairi'ield.T11.8.t :may not be t:16 n8J'le,and 

the tovm may not be there any more. Once they sent my mother 

there in the forenoon.Sha saw a :rlash,and something bit a 

big barn. The timbers ~lew every wo.Y'~""d I suppose killed 

men and horses that were in the barn. There ,vere Robels 

hidden in the barn and in the houaes,and a Yanlcee spy had 

found out where they were. They bombed the barn and ~lrrotU1ded 
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the tmm.No one was able to leave. The Yankees cane and cap-

tured the Rebela. 

I h.a.d a cousin named Jerry.,J'rlst a little while before 

the barn was struck a white man asked Jerry how he would 

lll{e to be :free. Jerry Ela.id that ho would like it a.ll right. 

The white nen took him into the barn and were going to put 

him over a barrel and beat him hal:f to death. Just as t~ey 
ready 

w'ere about Ito beat him, tho bomb strucJr the ba.rn and_lerry 

e8caped.T~e man who ovnled us said f'or us to say that we wor"e 

well enough off' ,a.'Yld did not care to be f'roa, just to avoid 

beatines.There was no suoh thine as beine good to slaves. 

!!any pt}ople were better' than others, but a slave belonged to 

21is Jllaster an.d ther-o was no way to get out of it.A strong 

man was hard to 1Jlalce work.He would fie;.ht so that the white 

nen trying to hold him would be breathless. Then ther"e was 

nothing to do but kill him.If a slave resistGd,and his ma.ster 

l·dlled him, it was the sane as self-defenso today.lf a cruel 

master I"hipped a s la~le to death, it put the :rear into the 

other slaves.The brother o'f the man who ovn1ed my mother had 

many blaoJc people.He was too mea..'tJ to live, but he made it. 

Onoe I'le was threshing wheat with a t gr01.uld-hog' threshing 

maohlne,rul1 by horse povrer.He oalled to a woman slave.She 

did not hear him because of the noise of the maohine,and did 

not answer.He leaped off the !!laohine to whip her.He caught 

his foot in some cogs and injured it so that it had to be 

talcen off. 

They tell me that today there ia a plaoe where there 
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is a rligh fenc9.If' 8omeone eats near,he can hear the cries 

of the spirits of" black people who ,yero beaten to death •. It 

is l{ept secret so that people won't f'i:ncl it out.Such p~l.<~ea 

are alvTays fenced to keep theM secret • Once a. man was out 

with a friend,}1Ur1ting.'l'he dog chased sometJ1ing back of a 

high :rence.One man stBBted to go in.The other aaid,"V!hat 

are you goirlh to do?" The other one said,"I want to see wha.t 

the dog Ch~i.8ed back in there."Hie friend. told him,"You'd 

better stay out of" tJJ.ore.Th.at place is hantod by 8piri ts of" 
. J) 

blac]{ people who vrero beaten to death. U 

•• i ••• T '" ,. •. ~,. •• t (: r •. t ..... ·. 

-30-
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F.4enl "1"1-' ... , Projeot 
ot tt. W. l'. A. 
D1 .... 1" .,.. 
Jlarl_ CoUll'ty 
Fil. #6ti-A 

Ret.raM. 

Folkl ... . , 

(A) Mra. Sarah H. Loalr:e -dauP ...... 

(;) A:ma ITt tehe1Jt -Federal Wri'Mr- 1200 Kmt.u0k7 A ...... 

Vr •• Locke. the daughter of wa. A. and Prlaoilla Ta,.101", .s 

bom in Wooclf'ord COUB'tJ'. It--okJ'' 1D 1... She wnt OVW' her early 

day. with great interest. (A) 

JaM" , .. phart, her .ater. __ 'Yttl'y' ld.Dd w hi. .la ..... 

would Deft!" .811 thea 1;0 "nigger tradeJ' •• " Hia tam117 •• "fV1 large, . 

• 0 they boug.ht NUl 8o1d their alaw. with1ll the tbili.s qd D81ghbora. 

(A) 

..... Leoket. tather, 'brother., _d ~ bel0ap4 _ 

the ... _.tar bl1feDr7 Coat" X ........... Be .. motIaer aa4 the .. 

• iatera belcmged to another 'braMh of the Keephar't tam.1l7. a'bOais ...... 

mil •• ..-.,.. (A) 

ler father __ to ... her l801lher ... Wedna..., ad Ba'tuZ"dq 

nigkba. fhe7 W01l14 law bil ,t,.. __ 'the.- ugh_ in "'11" _bm. (.l) 

Her father endl.4 all the gra1a t .. the J185.&h'bGr ...... .. 

•• • ...,. hip t..pwe4 ...... 1I8lll4 .. _ work ...... UIl'7' ilIl ... t ... . 



....., ettort .. __ to bep Ida in a pod ....... th8 _Pk ._ 

liM."._ (.1) 

~ Mther 41_ whIIIt. the ohll.dreD .... ....., JOUIlI. sarah •• 

g1". to 'the I .. phart da~ a. a wddlDc pre .... aDd taka to .r ... 
hCllDlt _ She...,..,.. tr_ted l1te the oth... 1a tb8' taa1~. (.1) 

Atter the a'bollt1ca of .la....,.. JfJ". Keephart p_ b. • 

hor.. and ratiou to last tflr .iz mon1;ha, .. the ohl1drei would DOt 

.tane. (A) 

C1tarl •• and LJd1a Fraoh, tellow 1IIOI"ker. with tM ft71or •• 

WJrt to C,1noilmatt1 ad in 1"' lent tw the Mrl. 1,0. aDd .... l.ter, 

10 they OGUld go 1:0 lobool, aa 'there wre :DO 'Iobooll 1D ~ tha. 

The gull .. ,.. .. year 1d1lh the Ji'NDOh ta.lll'. that 1. 1dIe l.age8'h 

t1me the7 ..,.. WJrt to aebeol. .A.tWr idat, they would .. to .ehool tor 

three _ntha au ditt8l'_ u. ....... Loeb reada aDd write. ftI7 wU. 

(.1) 

.beep. (A.) 

!he 1ft III Jd1k ....... 1 ....... azafl Jm1t a -.18 look !a 

0_ day- '!'bar 1.1 .................. 1&1 ,. their' dn •••• , 1" •• oalle. 

ttl1u.,..- (.1) 

............. n1~ the .law • .,.. baY1llc a claD .. 1a .. 

ot tbe .1Itu, a bU.4 ~ Xu nuaer. __ , took all tinaNa ...., • ..u 
t1n4. but .. ~ •• hurt, aU 1IIOJl4eNd 'IIh7. hne'VV, it d1el an taD 

1011g fer __ .. t1M CMt.,.. ~ Dip __ 'WheB the n .......... ri4 .. ... 

the llaWI .... opt. .. d the ... 1 .. of their ,.....-. 1'bat •• t_ .... _ 
.. 



why the KeephArt slaves ... re De'V8r mol •• ted. (A) 

Chris"s .... a jolly tu. tor the Keep.,rt lla..... !My 

would have a whole _ek to oe1ebrate. eatlJsg. claM1J:ac. aad _ktac 

.rrr. (A) 

the slawi. (A.) 

'Mr •• Locke Le an 1ntelllr;ent 014 ladJ', hal bee a goo4 

drea8llllLker. and 1 .. 4 tar a great number of tho "firA taa111ea" of 

Indianapolis. (B) 

130 

She b&8 ben narried twice, her t1ra'b husblnd died shortl,. after 

their arrap. and she ... a w14cnr tor bIJea'trot1ve y-.rs 'betON abe 

took hoI' second -',ezs:tuN." <B> 

She gets the old age penal_ and 18 VfIl7 baPJ1¥. (B) 

..,.tte4 DeoeIrber 17. 11" 
IaU,aDapol1a. India_ 
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(I) J.ma Pritchett -Federal Writer- 1200 Kentuoq 

ave.aue, Ind1anapolia, IndiaDa. 

lobert JIolClnle7 .. a born in Stanl..,. QOUII't7, • .c., in IM9, 

a .1ave ot Arnold Parker. (A) 

Hia .ater was a wry onel -.za.. buis _8 al .. ,.. kind to 

hila, because he had gl ven him (Job) a8 a preaent to his favorite 

daughter, Jane Alioe, and aha 1ft)uld never perml t ar.t¥0J1e to Diiatreat 

Bob. (.1) 

Ki.8 Jane Alioe •• ""'17 toDd ot . little lob, &114 taupt 

him to read aDd 1I1"1te. (A) 

1.31 

Bi,8._te .. C7D8d a large tara, but Jau All" would DOt let little 

Bob -.rork on the farm. lutead. he helped hi ••• ter in the blaoklJD1th 

lhop. (A) 

)(1- _ater a1-.,.. prepared hiueU 1:0 whip hi •• laWI bJ' 

driatSng ~.~p glass ot wh1lb~ 1:0 ,;1," him 8tr.ngth 1:0 bea1: his 

.la ..... (A) 



Robert r8Dll8Jlbers s"1n& his •• ter beat his Jmther UDtil she 

would tall to the ground, and he 'Was helpless to protect her. He woa.ld 

just han to .tand aDd watoh. (A) 

•• has s •• n slaws tied to trees and beaten until the .ster 

could beat no longer. then he would salt and pepper their baob. (.1) 

Once when the CoDf'edera te 801diers came to their tara. 

Robert told tha where the liquor -.. kept and where the stook had 

been hidden. For this the soldiers gave him a handful of mon87, bd 

it did him no good tor his .ster took it a"MLy1'rom him. (A) 

The lIoKinl.,. f'am1l.y', of oourse. were Parkers and after the 

Civil war, they took the Jl&D8 ot their father who _8 a slave ot John 

l4oKinley. (J.) 

A :neighbor ta.raer, Jesse lJayden, was very kind to his .la ..... 

gave th .. B.DJthlng they -wanted to eat, because he said they had 1R)rked harel, 

and made it poslibl, tor him to have all he had, and it was part theirs. 

(A) 

The Parker slaves wre Dot allO'Rd to assooiate with the 

Bayden .la ... 8. ~h.,. wre lr::Dcnm &8 the "rioh niggers, who oould eat 

meat without stea1ine it. (A) 

When the "nisger traders" __ to the Parlatr farm, the old 

mistress 1IOU1d take .at .kina and grease the moutlul of the slaw ohi1dren 

1:0 Dab it appear abe had ,i'1'8D thea aat to eat. (A) 

WI". JIoXWey 11 an "herb dootor" and 11 vee .".ry poorl,- 1D. a dirty 

little houaeJ he -.. ftry ,lad to teU ot hil early lite. (D) 

...... r·· 

.. ""., 



pap fa 
!op1e 1240 
.Alma Pri'tohett 

He th~ people live too fast these da~. and don't 

remember there is a. atoppins plaoe. (B) 

SUbm1 tted J8.J1118.l'7 10. 1938 
Indianapolis. IndialS 



130156 

Federal wr1tera' Project 
of the W. P. A. 
Distriot f6 
Itlrion Coun'tJ' 
ri1. f!1-tl 

!eterenoel. 

row ... 

page 11 
Top1olUO 
Alula Pri teh.1rt 

6; 134 

(A) lliohard Kl11er .... old aoldier- 1109 Worth Weat etren. 

(I) Alma Pritohet'b -Federal Wl"1te .... 1200 XentUoky a ....... 

Riohard :Miller -.. born January 1J, 1M3 in Danville. Itmtuoq. 

His mother .a an En&11sh subject, bon1 111 Bomba7, India aad _8 brough1s 
, 

into America by a group of people who dic1not _nt to be under the Engli_h 

gOTerDm8D. The,. laaded in CaJl&da. oame on to Detroit, .. ,ed there a 

short tia, then wen1s to JJu.rri1le, ItnmaelQr. there ahe arried a alave' 

named nllv. ~he7 ,wn the paren1;. of t1 .... ehi1.4:reJl. (A) 

After .1aft17 __ abolahed, 'the7 bought & 11ttle farm a fflfl 

mile. tl"CIIl DanviU,e. lIm'tuokT •. (.1. 

The JWt;her .... VfIr'T _ltiou. tor herohil4ren. &ad _.t thea 

to the OOi1J1" •• bool. (I.) 

OM dI.7, 1rh8n' 'the oh11dren came ha. trea .obool, their _ther 

.- geMJ the7 kDn' _1; ....... (.1) 

It •• lee.rne4, -l;ut ._ ... cU.Dg her ehUc!Na. .. Ichool, u.4 

that •• aot wmted. She 1IU talaIn to ,.... aad noth1D&.-- heard. t .... 

her lUltil 1871. CA) 
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Topio :jf240 
.Anna Pritohett 

Sho wrote her brother she 1IIiLI oomming to Bee thGlJl, and try 

to find her children, 1f any ot them ware left. (A) 

The boy, Riohard, was in the a.nw. He 'WIlS so a.nx1OU8 to aee 

his r:tother, to see what she would look like. The last ti.mr8 he BaTt her, 

she wal washing clothes n t the branch, and was wearing a blue ootton 

dress. All he could remember about her -rm.e her beautiful blaok h&1r, and 

the cotton dress. ~ihen be saw her. he didnot rocoGZlize her, but she 

'told him of things he could re:tnember -chat had happened, o.nd that Dade 

him think she 'WllS his mother. (A) 

Rioh&rd •• told who had taken the mother fram the ohildrem, 

vront to the rran, shot and killed him, noth:l.ng Tfaa don~ to him. to,r hi. 

deed. (A) 

He remembora a slave by the name of Brorm., in Texas, who 

V'18.8 chained hand and teet to a. woodpile, oil thrown over him, and the 

'WOod, then fire set to the 'Wood, and he _s burned to death. (l\) 

Ai'ter the fire smoldered down, tht., wMte w<aem and children 

took his ashes for souvenirs. (A) 

When slavery was abolished, a group of them started down to the 

far south, to buy farms, to try for theroselves, got as tar as 'Uad1s011 

County, Kentucky and _ro told if' they 'fIBI1t ~ farther south, they 

would be _de elaves again, not l~owing if that was 'the truth or nat, 

they .tayed there, and worked on the Madison County tarms for a very 

anall _ge. This separated families. and ther never heard irs each 

otm,~r ever again. (A) 



Page II 
fopl0 #240 
Alma Pritchett 

These separat1on!l are the cawse of ao -llf ot the alave 

raoe not being able to traoe families back for generQ~lon.. aa do 

the 1'thiw faniliea. (A) 

George Band VAS a very ponrful slave. a.lways ready' to tight, 
1 

never losing a ~ihht, a1we~a able to defend himself until ene night & 

band of ru Kluxers oame to his hOWle. took his wife. hunf,-her to n troee, 

13() 

haoked her to death with mina. Then 1ront to the house, got George, took 

him to see what they had done to hi. wife. He asked them to let him go 

ba.ek to the house to get something to wrap h:h wife inJ thinking he •• 

sinoere in his roquest. they allowed hin to e;o. Instead of Getting 

a. wrapping for his wife, he got his rlinohester rifle •• hot and killed 

fourteerl of tho Yluxero. The oounty was never 'bothered with the Klan 

BE;I\in. Fowever. George 10ft ilm:1ediately for the North. (A) 

The i'irst ~:onday of the month '1.'m.S sale day. rho slaves 

'Were ohained together and sent down in }JiBs., often soparating mothers 

from ohildren, husb!!.nds from wive, •• never to hear of each other Agala. (A) 

T·~r. Miller Ihres with his f'aT.1ily in a very camtortable h~. (I) 

He bas only OTJ.i, eye, vroara e. pe.toh over the bad one. (B) 

He does not like to talk of hi. early lite a. he 8.1d It .s 
IUGh .. ftnJ.gJrtmare" to himJ however. he Sllnved aU questions wry 

pl .... antq. (n) 

SUbmii:ted l)eoember g, 18S'1 
In4ia.131lpeUa. lJt41ua 
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HENRY CLAY MOORMAN 
Born in Slavery in Kentucky 

Reference: Henry Clay Moorman 
427 W. King St., Franklin, Ind. 

1178 words 

Henry Clay Moorman has resided in Franklin 34 years, he 

was born Oct. 1, 1854 in slavery on the Moorman plantation in 

Breclrenridge County I Kentucky'. 

Mr. Moorman relates his own personal expsriences as well 

as those handed down from his mother. He was a boy about 12 years 

old when fre4dom was declared. His father's nrume was Dorah Moorman 

who was a cooper by trade, and had a wife and seven children. They 

belonged to James Moorman, who owned about 20 slaves, he was kind to 

his slaves and never whipped any of them. These slaves loved their 

master and was as loyal to him as his own family. 

Kr. Moorman says that when a boy he did small jobs around 

the plantation such _s tobacco planting and going to the mill. One 

day he was placed upon a horse with a sack of grain containing 

about two bushels/after the sack of grain was balanced upon the 

back of the horse he was started to the mill which was a distance of 

about flve miles, when about half the distance of the journey the 

sack of grain became unbalanced and fell from the horse being too 

small to lift the sack of gr!in he could only cry ODer the misfortune. 

There he was, powerless to do any thing about it. After about two 

hours there was a white man riding by and seeing the predicament he 

was in., kindly lifted the sa(~k up on the horse and after ascertaining 

his master's nOODe bade him to continue to the mill. It Was the ., 

custom at the mill that each await their turn, and do their own 

grinding. Aft$r the miller had taken his toll, he returned to his master 

and told of his experience. Thereafter precautions were taken so he 
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would not again have the same experience. 

The slave owners had so poisoned the minds of the slavex, 

they were in constant fear of the soldiers. One day when toe 

zmtdt •• slaves were alone at the plantation they sighted the 

Union soldiers approaching, they all went to the woods and bid 

in the bushes. The smaller children were covered with leav~s. 

There they remained all night, as the soldiers (about 200 in number) 

oamped all night in the horse lot. ~hese soldiers were very orderly; 

however, th~jappropriated for their own use all the food they could 

find. 

The slave owners would hide all their silverware and other 
io 

a~es of worth under the mattresses that were in the negro oabins 

for safe keeping. 

There were three white children in the master's family. 

Wickliff, the oldest boy and Bob was the second child in age. The 

younger Child, a girl, was named Sally and was about the same age 

as the subject of this article. Both Children, being babies about 

the srune age, the black mother served as a wet nurse for the white 

ohild, sometimes both the black child and the white child were upon 

the black mammies l_p Which frequently was the cause of battles between 

the two babies. 

Some of the White mistresses acted as midwife for the black 

mothers. 

There were two graveyards mn the plantation, one for the white 

folks and one for the blacks. ~here is no knowledge ot any deaths 

among the white folks during the time he lived on the plan_tion. One 

ot this black boysl sisters married just before slavery was abolished. 
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He remembers this wedding. In connection with the marriages or the 

slaves in slavery days, it is recalled that slaves seldom married 

among themselves on the same plantation but instead the unions were 

made by some negro boy from some other plantation courting a negro 

girl on a distant plantation. As was the custom in slavery days the 

black boy would have to get the consent of three people before h~ 

was allowed to enter upon wedlock; first, he would get the consent 

of the negro girls' mother, theD he would get the conse~t of his own 

master as well as the black girl's master. This required time and dipla. 

macy. When all bad. given their consent the marriage would take place 

usually on Saturday night, when a great time was had with slaves cOming 

.... from other plantations with a generous supply of fried chicken, 

hams, cakes and pies a great feast and a good time generally with musio 

and dancing. The new husband had to return to his nn master after 

5hw wedding but it was understood by all thdt the new husband could visit} 

his wife every Saturday night and stay until Monday morning. He would 

return every Monday to his master and work as mmsual indefinetely 

unless by chance one or the other of the t~ masters would buy the 

husband or wife, in such event they would live together as man and wife. 

Unless this purchase did occur it was the l;'Ule in slavery days that 

any children born to the slave wife would be the property of the girlls 

master. 

When the required consent could not be had from all parties 

conoerned it sometimes oaused friotion and instances have oocured when 

attempts at elopament was made oausing no end of trouble. This con-
• 

ditlon was very rare, as in most all cases of this kind the masters 

were quite willing for this marriage and would encourage the young 

couple. It is remembered that there were no illegitimate children born on 



/ 

Henry Clay Moor.man - Page 4 ·140 

the Moo:flman plantation. 

The slaves would have their parties and dances. Slaves would 

gather from various plantations and these parties would sometimes 

last all night. It was customary for the slaves to get passes from 

their masters permitting them to attend, but sometimes passes were 
} 

not given for reasons, In line with these parties it is remember~. 

that there existed at that time what was knovr.n as the Paddle-Rollers, 

these so called ~addy-Rollers was made up of a bunch or white boys 

who would sneak up on these defenseless negroes UL1Bwares late in the 

night and demand that all show their passes, Those that could not 

show passes were whipped, both the negro boys and girls alike. The 

loyalty of these poor black bo¥s was shown when they would volunteer 

to take an extra flogging to protect their girl friends. The Paddy­

Rollers were a mean bunch of white boys who reviled in this shame­

ful practice. 

After slavery was abolished, this colored slave family re­

mained on the same plantation for one year. They left the plantation 

via Cloverport by boat for Evansville, Ind., where they remained until 

the subject of this sketch removed to Franklin, ~nd. in 1903 where 

he took pastorate with the African Methodist Episcopal Church where 

he served for 12 years. He is now a retired minister residing at 

427 W. King st. 

-so-
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(.iI.) Mrs. America Morgan -Ex-sla"... 816 Ca.r:1P street. 

(B) Anna r'ritohett -Fodera.l ':triter- 1200 Kentu~ky ,Avenue. 

Americe. Horgan wns born in fl lor; house, duubed with dirt. 

ill Ballard COtUi'by, Kontucky". in 1852, t.he (lnu;.;ht~r of ~·fe.ndc. and Jordon 

Rudd. ~;ho rememhers "t'ttry olca.rly tho hnpponin[;s of' her early 11£'80 (A) 

Jier mother. Mnnda J~dd, wafl awned by Clark J?udd, c.nrl the 

IIdevil has oure fjot him." U.) 

to his slaves. Jordon bec~.me Q rrudd. bccmUBO he was :married to Manda 

OIl the Rudd planta tion~ (A) 

There were siX ohildren in the f&:m.ily. and t.ll vrent well 

until the death of the mother, ClArt Rudd 1Ih1ppee her to deuth when 

Amortoa .e .ti.,. year. aU. (A) 

Six I1ttle ohildren were lett motherless to face a "frowning 

wvld.tt (A) 

.bWrlea .. giwn 1;0 her ."1"'. Clau.ch'fler. Mi.8 Meda, to.tt 

.. her, a. her per ... l pJ"Opel'ty. She 11,," w1'bb her tor ODe )'8&1"', thMl 



••• old. fOl" .600.00 to Mr. and lira. utterback: stayed with them U!Ltil 

the end of the Civil oar. (A) 

The new mi.trels 'WaS not 80 kind, Miss },~da. 1dlo knew her 

reputa. tion, ·told her if' BIle abuaod }..ITlerioa. she ,vould come for her. 

and ahe woul~ 10080 the ~600.00 she had pnid tor her. 'l'heJ.efore, 

Amerioa _8 treated very kindly. (A) 

Aunt ";a.therine, who looked after all tho chi'lch:e on the 

plantation, ''fa& wry Ul'U'"!l1~(, no one oould whip her. Onoe At18rica 'Wa • 

• ent tor two men to con~ and tio Aunt cather ina. Silo :COUf)'lt 80 hat'd, 

it was a8 il1U.oh aa the men oould do to tie her. They tied her handa, 

then lJl.mf~ her to tho joist and la.shea hc;r Hith a CO'i'f h:'Lde. It " ... 

In 1865 her father came aud tool, her int'J l'adu(}8., Kentu.q, 

tt a. land of freedom. II (A) 

\¥ben thirteen ~ar8 old, j,merioa did not knOW' A rr. B, 

then. I1g1ory to God," A liTr. G.l-eeleat'. a white -..n, from t.."1o north, oaJII) 

dClllrl to Kentuoky' and opened a 80ho01 for' !!.8VO o}l..!ldren. That_. 

Amerioa' 8 first ohanoe to lMr.:l. Eo _8 very k1nd and very elJ2IIP8theUo. 

She _nt to school tor a wry short whU.·. (A) 

lier tatlwr ._'"187:71 poor. had noth1r1g at all to g1ve h1I 

AaJ"1oa'. 1D18'tre •• would not gi .... .,. Ut¥ of her olothea. 

-AU aha had 1a Ws .... 14, ... what abe had _ her .... k~1t !t. she --

-hUM _1,;" . t. 11.00 ·a .. k. (A) 

!he white people 'er ... ahe ...... wn·.,..,. JdDd.-i;O her aDd 



1IO\l1d try to teaoh her 1I2wD her .... k -.s d0D8. She •• r;1ftn en 014 

ta.,hio_d spelling book and • rirst reader. She .... tba "1a1a&k' __ 

and began to la:LoIr lite. It (A) 

She _a sent regularl)' to churoh and Suadq sohool. !bat •• 

when ahe began to "wake up" to her du'ty •• a tree girl. (A) 

The Rev. D.W. Dupee •• her SUllday sohool teacher. rr. hia 

.he learned muoh she had never known before. (A) 

At seventeen years of age, she narried and "fa~d a froownlDe 

world right." She had a good husband and ten children, three ot whoa 

are l1TinL todaJ', one aan·and two dau~hter.. (A) 

She remembers one slave, who had been given fiw huDb-ed lallhea 

on hi. back. tbrmm in bis cabin to die. He laid on the floor &11 nigb:b. 

at df._ he came to himself. and there are blood hounds 110king hi. 

baok. (A) 

WhIm the overseers lashed a alave to death, the,. would turn 

the blooclh01:D:1de out to amell the blood, so they lfOUld know "nigger blood." 

that would help trace runaway slaves. (A) 

A1U1t J,.. su-i:nger -.. givell tift huadred la.he. aDd throwa 

in her _bin. The next morning when the Oft!"seer came. he klabd her . 

and _lel her to ~ up. and 1m.nted to know 1£ abe .... going to 11M» 

there all c1a7. Whfn:l aha did not a.nner him. he :roUed her owr anA 'bhe 

poor ....-.n ..... dead. lea'riDg •• 'Veral motherl ••• ohUciren. (A) 

10IeD the 8la".. _1"8 pl"ttJllAr1q to l"U2l .. ~. thq walt! put 

1t.ot peppel' on their teetJ th1a WO\lld oaue the b.cnmds to be ~ ott 

their tra11. (A) 



AUD.t Mar".,.." NIl ott, but the hound. traoed her -to a tre., 
( 

.he •• Jed up in the tree for two days and would not oome down wrtl1 ". 

\ they praad .. d not to whip her any more, &lid they kept their promis.. (A) I. 

014 mi.tre •• ' mother .... sick a long time, and little 

America had to keep the tll •• ott of her by _vinr; a paper fly bruah 

over her bed. She._ 80 .-n, America _a afraid to go too near the 

bed tor tear _he might try to grab her ad .halc:e her. A1'ter ahe cl1ed, 

lhe haunted Amerl_. .AJJTtJ.. ahe would go iD1:0 the roan; ahe oould 

hear her )mocking on the .U with her oaDe. Some night. they WDU14 

hear her _lking up and down the stairs for long periods at a tt.. (A) 

Aunt Catherine ran ott, 'beoaWl. "01. m1.asler. haUn'ted her •• 

bad. (A) 

The 014 _ster came back attar his death and would ride hi_ 

taftrite hor .. , 014 Pomp, all night long. once....,. .ek. vnten the 

b07 would go in to teed the hor.ea, old Pomp would have his .ars hangiilg,' 

down, and he would be "just 110m out," afier hi. night ride. (A) 

Alm-ioa belih'e. firmly in haunts, and aid she had 1i.,.4 

in ...,.N1 _ated houa •• a1ue ooming up north. (B) 

lira. Jlergan 11"". 111 th .her bab7 boJ and hia w1.t'e. She i. 

rather 1Dtellgeut • .,..cl. and writes, and trie. to do all ahe can t. 

help 1;hoae who ar. le •• tortuDate than abe •. (B) 

SUbJai'bted Deoember 21, 1937' 
lDd,a.poli •• IDdiua 



~':'::,\; t . 

Iris Cook 
Distriot 4 
Floyd County 

Slave Story 

850 words 

STORY OF GEORGE MORRISON 

Referencel George Morrison, 25 East 5th St •• New Albany, Ind. 

Observation of the writer. 

(This old negro .. known as "Unole George" by the neighbors, is very 

partioular about propeiety. He allows no woman in his house unless 
t)le -

aooompanied by a man. He says It It jest a tnt/proper thing to' do". but he 

came to a neighbors for a little talk.) 

It! lVaS bawn in Union COlUlty, Kentuoky" near Morganfield. MY 

master was Mr. Ray I he made me oall him Mr. Ray .. wouldent let me call him 

1~ster. He said I was his little free negro." 

When asked 1£ there were many slaves on Mr. Ray's farm, he said, 

"Yes tm. they was seven cabin of us. I was the oldes I child in our family. 

Mr. Ray said "He didn't want me in the tobaoco tI, so I stayed at the house 

and waited on the women folk and went after the cows when I was big enough. 

I carried my stick over my shoulder for I wuz afraid of snakes." 

"Mr. Ray was always very good to me, he liked to play with me, 

cause I was so .full o.f tricks an' so misohuvus. He give me a pair of boots 

with brass toes. I shined them up ever day, til you oould see your £aoe in 

r em. It 

"There 'WUZ two ladies ix at the house, the Missus and her 

daughter, who was old enough to keep company when I was a little boy. They 

used to have me to drive 'em to churoh. I'd drive the horses. They'd say, 

'George, you oome in here to ohuroh. t Bpt I always slipped off with the 

other boys who was standing around outside waitin' for they folks, and 

played marbles." 



"Yes. ma'am, the Vlar shodid affect my famb1y. ~ father, ne 

fought for the north. He got shot in his side. but it finally got all 

right. He saved his money and came north after the war and got a good 

job. But, I sall them .fellows .from the south take my Uncle. They put 
....... .. .-- .... . .... - ... ,',...-

his olothes on him right in the yard and took him with them to fight. 

And even the white folks, they all oried. But he came back, he wasnt 

hurt but he wasent happy in his mind like my pe.ppy was." 

"Yes ma'am, I would rather live in the North. The South's 

all right but someways I just don't feel down there like 1: does up here." 

"No rna 'a.m, I was never married. I don 't believe in getting 

married unless yO'.l got plenty of money. So many married folks dont do 

nuthin but fuss and fight. Even my father and mother always spatted 

and I never liked that and so I says to ll\Yself what do I want to get 

married for. 11m happier just living by myself." 

"Yes Ma'am. I remember when people used to take wagon loads 

of corn to the market in Louisville, and they would bring back home lots 

of grooeries and things. A colored man told me he had oome north to the 

market in Louisville with his mMier, and was working hard unloading the 

corn when a whiteman walks up to him, shows h1lll s orne money and asks him 

if he wanted to be free 1 He sa.id he stopped right then and went wi tb the 

man, who hid him in his wagon under the provisions and they oroesed the 
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Ohio River right on the ferry. That's the way lots of tem got across here." 

"Did I ever hear of a~ ghosts. Yes me. tll."7l. I have. I hear noises 

and I seed something onoe that I never could figger out. I was goinft 

thru the woods one day, and come up sudden in a I)lear patoh of ground. 

There sat a little bo,y on a stump, all by his-self, there in the woods. 

I asks him who he 'WUZ &: wuz he lost, a.nd he. never answered me. Jest sat 

there, looldn at me. All of a sudden he ups and runs, and I took out atter 
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him. He run behind B. big tree, and when I got up to where I last 

seed hiD, he wuz gone. .And there sits a great big brown man twioe 

as big a.s me, on another stump.- He never seys a word, jest looks at 
. 

me. And then I got away tram there, yes ma'am I really did." 

"A man I knew saw a ghost onoe and he hit at it. He al~s said 

he vrasn't afraid of no ghost, but that ghost hit h13, and hit him so hard 

it knooked his faoe to one side and the last time I saw him it was still 

tr.at way. No lm.'Il."l1., I don't really believe in ghosts, bUt you know hav 

it is, 1 lives by mfself and I don't like to talk about them for you 

never oan tell what they micht do. 

"Lady you ought to hear me rattle bones, when I was YOWlg. I 

ouint do it muoh novr for my wrists are too stiff. 'When they played 

Turkey in the Straw how we all used to danoe and out up. Weled out the 

pigeon "ring, and buok the win4. and all. But I got rewmaytism in rrrJ feet 
[ 

r 
now and ant muoh good a.ny mor;~, but I sure has done lots of things and· had 

lots of run in my time 0 " 



13014f, 

re.r&1 Writfra' Proje" 
of the Yf. P. A. 
Diatriet #6 

Pap #1 
fopi. #240 
.Alma Pri tobett 

Karan CoU11V 
rilo t!2-A 

folklore . 

(A) Joseph )(o8le7. Ex-Slan. 2617 Bou1eTa.rd Place. 

(B) .Anna Prltobett. Federal Writers'. 1100 Kentuoky 

avenue. India.napeli. • Indiana. 

Joseph Mo.1ey_ om ot twelTe ohi1dren. wei born Maroh 

15. 1853. fourteen miles from HopkinaTi11e. ICentuolq. (A) 

Hi. master. tim )(0 1 1e7 • waa a 8l~ trader. He was 

suppo.ed to have bought and .old 10,000 .1 ... 8. Be would go 

from one state to another b~ al&'hs, bringing in as many &a 

75 or 80 slaves at one time. (A) 

The alaves would be handouffed to a ohain, eaoh ohain 

would link 16 a laTe a • Th# alaves would walk trom Virginia to 

Kentuoky. and 8a. trom Mis.issippi to Virginia. 

In front of the ohained slave8 would be an O'9'era •• r 

on. herseback with a gun and do,s. In baok ot the ohained • lave I 

would be anothBr over.eer on horaebaok With a gun and do,.. fbe7 

would .ee that no e1ave ••• aped. (A) 

Joa.ph'. father ...... the IhMaabr tor all the tara 

... 1,1' ..... __ t' 
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hands and all adult worbrs. H8 would start in September 

making shoes for the year. First the shoes for the tolks in the 

house, then the workers. (A) 

No slaTe ohild eTer wore shoes, Bummer or winter. (A) 

The father. mother, and all t}l..e ohildren were slaves in 

the same family, but not in the same house. Some with the daughters" 

soma with the 8ona, and so on. No one brother or siater \9'~uld b. 

allowed to visit with the other.. (A) 

Atter the death of Tim Moseley, little Joseph was given 

to a daughter. He was 8e~en years old. he r~ to piok up chips. 

tend the cowe" and do small jobs around the house. 'he wore no 

olothing except a. shirt. (A) 

Little Joseph did not see his mother &f'ter he was taken 

to the home of the daughter until he was set free at the age of lS. 

(A) 

The master ""8.8 very unld.n.d to the slaves) they sometimes 

would have :nothing to eat, and would eat from the garbage. (A) 

On Christmas morning Joseph was told he could go see hie 
t;, 

mother. he did not know he was fre,. and oouldn't understa.nd vrhy 

he was given -the first suit ot clothe. he had ever owned, and a 

pair of 8hoea. He ~':"e8sed in hie new finery and was sta.rted out on 

his .ix mile journey to rd. mother. (A) 

He ...... 0 proud of his new shoes 1 after !-J8 .had gotten 

out of sight, he stopped and took his shves Oi.:! 8.8 he did not want 



them dirty before hi, mother had •• en thea. and walked the l'8n 
of the wa.y ill his bare teet. (A) 

105. CA) 

After their treed_. the hai1y oame to Indiana. (A) 

The mother died here, in Indianapolis. at the ace of 

Mr. Moae1ey. who baa been in Indianapoli. tor 16 yeara. 

baa been paralysed tor the last tour yearl. He and a ~auchter 

room with a Mrl. Turner.' (I) 

He hAl a very nioe olean room, a Tery pleasant old man 

was ve ry glad to talk ot hi. past 1if'e. (B) 

He gets a pension of t18.oo a month. and laid it was 

not easy to get along on that little amount. and wondered it the 

govermoent was e"l'er going to inorease his pension. (B) 

Submitted Deceaber 1. 19S1 
Indianapoli •• Indiana 

BYI ___ AlDTA~ .. ' ... PRI ..... 1'rCBE~ft ___ _ 
fleid Wr1G7 

1-1~J 
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N~mories of Slaver,y and the Life Sto~ of Amy Elizabeth Pattersoh. 

Referenoes. Interview vrlth Amy Elizabeth Patterson. 
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The slave mart, separation from a dearly beloved mother and little sis-

ters are among the earliest memories reoalled by Amy El~zabeth Patterson, a 

resident of Evansville, Indiana. 

Amy Elizabeth, now known as "Grandmother Patterson" resides with her daugh-

tar Lula B. 1,;orton at 512 Linwood Avenue near Charry Street. Her birth ooourred 

July 12, 1850 at Cadiz~ Trigg COuntYI Kentuoky. Her mother was Louisa Street, 

slave of John Street, e. merchant of Cadez. 

"John Street was never unkind to his slaveslt is the testimony of ~other 

Patterson, as she reoalls and relates stories of the long ago. "Our sorrow be-

gan 'When slave t~_adE?S_~ oame to Cadiz and bought suoh sle.ves as~, took 9. fanoy to 

and syParated us from our families 1 n 

John Street ran a sort of agenoy where he collected sle,ves and yearly sold 

them to dealers in human flesh • Those he did not sell he hired out to other.s 

• 
families. Some were h~red or indentured to farmers, some to stock raisers, some 

to merohants and sorr~ to captains of boats and the hire of al~ these slaves went 

into the ooffers of John Street, yearly inoreasing his wealth. 

Louisa Street, mother of Amy Elizabeth Patterson, was house maid at the 

Street home and her first born daughter was fair with gold brown hair and amber 

eyes. Mr. and lllrs. Street always promised Louisa they would never sell her 

as they did not ~~t to part ~~th the child, so Louisa was given a small oabin 

near the master's house. The mistress had a ohild near the age of the little 

mulatto and Louisa was wet nurse for both ohildren as well as maid to Mrs. 

Street. Two years after the birth of J:m::t Elizabet\1, Louisa bec~ mother of 

twin daughters, Fannie and Martha Street, then John Street decided to sell all 

his slaves as he oontemplated moving into another territory. 

The slaves were auctioned to the highest bidder and Louisa and the twins 

were boug~t by a man living near Cadiz but Mr. Street refused,to sell ~ 
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Memories of Slaver.y and the Life Story of Amy Elizabeth Patterson. 

Elizabeth. She sho~d promise of growing into an excellant house-maid and 

151 

seamstress and was already a splendid playmate and nurse to the little Street 

boy and girl. So Louisa lost her child but such grief was sho~ by both 

mother and child that the mother was unable to perform her tasks and the child 

cried continuallye Then fur. Street consented to sell the little girl to the 

mother's new master. 

Louisa Street became mother of seventeen children. Three were almost 

white. Amy Elizabeth was the daughter of John Street and half sister of his 

children by his lawful wife. Mrs. Street knew the facts and respected Louisa 

and her child and,says grandmother Patterson, "That ~~s the greatest crime ever 

visited on the United States. It was worse than the cruelty of the overseers, 

worse than hunger, for many slaves were well fed and well cared for; but when 

a father oan sell his Olm child, humiliate his Olm daughter by auctioning her 

on the slave block, what good could be expected where such practices were allow-

ed'in 
v 

Grandmother Patterson remembers superstitions of slavery days and how 

many slaves were afraid of ghosts and evil spirits but she never believed in 

supernatural appearances until three years ago when she received a message, ~ 

through a medium, from the spirit land. now she is a firm believer, not in 

ghosts and evil visitations, but in true communication with the departed ones 

who still love and long to protect those who remain on earth. 

Several years ago a young grandson of the old waman was drowned. The 

little boy was Stokes MOrton, a ver,y popular child rating high averages in 

school stUdies "and beloved.by his teaohers and friends. The mother, Lulu 

B. Morton and the grt\D.dmother both gave up to grief, infaot they both' gave 

deClined in health .~were. )~able to carryon their regular duties. 
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Grandmother Patterson began sufferin~ from a dental ailment and was co~ 

pelled to visit a dental surgeon. The dental surgeon suggested that she visit 

a medium and seek some comforting message from the child. 

She at once visited a medium and rec~ived a messa~e. "Stokes ans~red me. 

In fact he was waiting to communioate with. us. He said 'Grandmother 1 you and 

mothe~ must stop staying at the cemetary and grieving for me. Send the flowers 

to your siok friends and put in more time with the other children. I am happy 

here, I am in a beautiful field, The sky is blue and the fi~ld is full of beauti-

fulwhite lambs that play with me."' 

The message comfort~d the aged waman, She began ocoupying her time with 

other members of the family and again began to visit with her neighbors. 

She felt a oall two years later and again consulted the medium. That 

time she received a message from the child" his father and a little girl that 

had died in infancy. Grandmother Pattersrm sa,id she would not reoall the 

ones who had gone on to the land of promise. She is a christian and a oeliever 

in the Word of God. 

Grandmother Patterson, in spite of her 87 years of life (fifteen of which 

were passed in slavery) is useful in her daughter's home. Her children ,and 

grand children are fond of her as indeed they W&ll may be. She is a refined 

woman, gracious to every person she encounters. She is hoping for better oppor-

tunities for her race. She &4monishes the younger relatives to live in the fear 

and love of ,the Lord that no evil days overtake them. 

"Yes, slavery was a curse to this nation" she declares, NA curse which still 

shows itself in hundreds 

sin and proof that there 

othomo. where mulatto face. are evidence of a ~u. 
has been a time when American fathers sold their child-

ren at the slave marts of .America.'" She is glad the curse has been erased even 

if by the bloodshed of heroes. 
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l:xs. rl'>~sto·n lean old,lagy, 83 years old, very c.harm1ng and hospitable . 

f:'J1£ li YeS on ;;ortll blm street. !radi son Indiana. ller first r~colleotloaa of 

sl;:'Vt,j.'Y WC1',-, of· al'eep1ng on the foot of her mistress' bed, where she could. 

get 'Lt.:' (~ul'in~.~ l.he nit.~ht to Jtfeed ll the i irE:. wi th eh1ps she h""'~ [;j;~t.hered batons : 

dtll'Y.. or ~:n C:.'·t I •• drinl. or .::;.~"th.tl'lG cli':G her uietresB mig.ht \'runt in tIl.e n1~t., 

:';:el' ':.~arsiC.: :;::',rOVJll 1, resided in }lrw:J.<fort huv.lng taken hi 5 best hor.eli 

and hOGD, ,JJ1Q lcavi.nt; his fa.mily in tl:H-: c~c 01 I.;.n overeeer on a. farm. . 

He ,,·.;"S ~;i'raid the tnion solCliers liOl;.ld 1:111 him, 'but thoue)lt his wife would. 

be ~':i..fe. 'Jli:3 oJ;/inion proveC!. to 1.;t; true. IJJle overseer c~:..lled the slaves to 

work ~",t four o. cleck. '->nd t.hey ~;orked until six ill the evening • 

. ,'hen 1:!;,re. PrGston WaS a 11 t tIe older, part oi' her \10rk wae to driVEl 

about t~ (~02ion CO\'iU to and :Crom. thi': s'ta'bla. r:;:any a time she wa.rmed her bare 

feot in the cattle be·ddine. She saJ,d they did not, ulwaua go barefoote4 but 

Her next .>l"oGotion W[.ion to 1mr}: 1n~he fieldB haul il1i; shocks of com on 

~ ball~y mle v;-hicil VIa. wbj eet· to ~juoki~ ~.tnd thl'owing its rider ovex' 1 te 

he~. ~ihe W~::3 a.ided by <..;. Ii ttl€) ,iJY on " ... nother luule. Thero wtU'e men to tie 

the shock21 ~nd place them. on '~he mule. 

S1.e remembered eeeine l"l1ion and. COl1fedorate soldiers shooting aero •• a 

tiTer near her home. Her uT.ule foucht tliO year6, anti retur-ned safely at 

the end of the Wd.r. 

She did not feel that her 1.It:l.ster and }J.iatreslI h&.d rdstreated their 

alaTers. At the close of' the VHi.l', her f.::.ther wan Given a 1.LOU8e, land. te. 

lad enough to start farming :r or hl.rnself. 

Several year. later the Ri.t Klux nan ga.ve them a. ten dqts notioe_ . 

s.., one of tilt _sked 'J.)l:i1Jl4 interceded for them 07 pointing out tba-t they i. i< 

. ; Q.\liet ..... ,_""'b18, -4 a. :man. wi th ~ crop ~ ,,- chJ.14rea MUla't 
#); ~.'. 

, . 
! ' , , 

1 ...... _ .... n a ... U .... t.1W \.1a ........... ·, ... t.hN- . ,!.: 
, . . '.. . '.' ... , ~.~~ :" ~.:·:.,~~:y;i;. ,~_:.: ,"., ......... ..... . . . ,; ' ... ' '. '. .., .. ,....... '., ," .... ' , ... ·.·.·l!:., ... ·.·.·,-l~ . , '. '. "c.";". _ ;0 •.. . i, . ·,.;·i,.'!:;:·~,Li'.~;,~ " .. ,.;.~ .. :; ... :.,>:;,;,.~.:~.: .. ->,' .. .'. .B 
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~eJ1 d~8. when the7too.k Wh(lt the, n. Pa14 tll __ 4 t}~CQ north.. ~ 

~dmd In tl1e north W'ltil they had, to bu7 t.b:air ~l"OG.r1Iie 1:1& 11 tUo ,pi ... 

o! this aad ~ little l>1ece of tlt.at, lik. they do :no~t. '\iilben h~l<' iather re-. 

turned to ;~entucl(y. Urs. ?restonrWll&lMct ill lnd.1aaa. l"'$r .. at..her w .. a bur_ 

out, tile f1.6.udly .10~1'!Jl8 to thevJQOd.., in th6ir night clQ 'tll.tiitii, l~t.el' 'be.f'r1e .. 

eLl '~)y ,:.\ \\111 to nelhbor. !row thfr.l a,ppe4illed. to theil' t o:mer OWlle:' vd1.O i.,..uU" 

thim ~~, nev? hau.a,pro vided lleceaa1 tit. a.nd flU&ras lor ... fe'ti. weeks \U1t11 1ib.eJ' 
were r:;k~;f(l), :f':rn:~ the i".\1 }:'].ux }'~a.n. 

Krill. PrfH':' ton Buid she Wf'Ji.$ the l:'JOi..he:t' 01' ten ehiltll'(:in. btl t :UO~\ liYfilS atou 

tince til'] death of ht;r huaL·.md three yOf4rti 'i.t-;'o. lier \!IDi t(j nel~:"l.1ox. ~~ he 

is so (; 1 .• ;':11, OlH;: could ~al'ii.'H$t eat of:! tlu.!l .t loor. 
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431 Bright street, Indianapolis, Ind. 
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William M. Quinn, 431 Bright street, was a slave 

up to ten years ot age ."when the sold1ers come back home, 

and the war was over, and we wasn't slaves anymore". Mr. 

~inn was born in Hardin County, Kentucky, on a farm be­

longing to steve stone. He and a brother and his mother 

were slaves of "Old Master stone", but his father was owned 
~ 

by another man, Mr. Quinn, who had an adjoining farm. When 

they were all freed, they took the surname at Quinn. 

Mr. ~inn said that they were what was called 

"gitt slaves". They were never to be sold trom the stone 

farm and were given to stone's daughter as a gift with that 
~ understanding. He said that his ·Old mastar pa1d him and 

his brother ten cents a day for ~~ting down corn and shuck­

ing it.it 

It was very unusual for. a slave. to reoeiveany 

money whatsoever for working. He s~~.d· .that ___ his master had 

a son about his age, and the son and he and his brother 



Page #2 
Topic #240 
Harry Jackson 

Vlorked around the farm together J and I'Master stone" gave all 

three of them ten cents a day when they worked. Sometimes they 

wouldnftJ they would play instead. And whenever "Master stone" 

would catch them playing when they ought to have been at work, 

he would whip them -"and that meant his own boy would get a 

11 cking too. If 

"Old Master stone was a good man to -all us colored 

folks J we loved him. He waan' t one of those mean devils that 

was always beating up his slaves like some of the rest of them." 

He had a colored overseer and one day this overseer ran off and 

hid for two days "cause he whipped one of old Mas l stone's 

slaves and he heard that Mas' stone was mad and he didn't like 

it." 

"we didn l t know that we were slaves, hardly. Well, 

my bra ther and I didn f t know anyhow 'oaus e we were too young to 

know J but we knew that we had been when we got older." 

~After emancipation we stayed at the stone family for 

some time, 'cause they were good to us and we had no place to 

go." Mr. Quinn meant by emancipation that his master freed his 

slaves, and, as he said, "emancipated them a year before Linooln 

did." 

Mr. ~inn said that his father was not freed when his 

mother and he and his brother were freed, because his father's 

master "didn't think the Nort..~ would win the waro" stone's 

slaves fared well and ate good food and "his own children didn't 



treat us like we were slaves." He said some of the slaves on 

surrounding planta.tions and farms had i t "aYl.t'u~ hard and bad. il 

Som6 times slaves would run away during the night, and he said 

that "we would give them something to eat.·· He said his mother 

did the cooking for the stone family and that she was good to 

rune.way slaves. 

Submitted September 9, 1937 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

By: HARRY W. JACKSON 
--~P~i~e~l~d~w~rTI~t~er~~--
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Bx.,Sl.a.,. S,~£1 <S~ ~~) 
Mra. Oandus Riohardlon, ot 2710 BoUlevard Plaoe, 

was 18 7ear8 o~ age when the 01 vil War was over. She was born~ 

a slave on Jim Scott's plantation on the *Haaer Ch1tter river" 

10 PraDkl1n oownt7, Misslssippi. Scott was the heir at ·Old 

Jake Soott". "Old Jim Scott- had about titt,. slaves, who 

ralled crops, cotton, tobacco, and boSS- Oandaa cooked for 

Scott md his wlte, Kiss Elizabeth. !he,. were both cruel., 

accord1ng to 14rs. Richardson. She said that at one time her 

Mas ter struck her over the head w1 th the batt end ot a cow-

hide, that made a hole 1n her head, the scar ot 1IIh1oh she 

still carri... Be 8truok her down because he cm~t her 

giv1Dg a h'unsr7 8~ave ac.aethins to eat at the baok door of the 

tlbig house". The MbiS house" was Scott'. hou8e. 

Soott beat her husband a lot of t1Jae8. beOAUse he 

caught h1m praJ1ns. aat -beatlnga didn-t atop -7 huaband fit. 

praJ1ns. Ue Just kept on praJ1n8. He'd steal ott to the wooda 

and pra,., but he pra,-ed 80 loud that anJ'bod7 oloae around coul4 

hear, 'c_ae he had such a loud TOlee. I praJ'ed too, but I 

'" ~ a1-.1' praJe4 toa,..eU. One thins, J11I sc~tt beat her m.-
band. .0 UDJI81'olfll1 tor praJ1ns that hi. shirt was &8 red frOII 

blood atam -as It J'OU' 4 pain 'Ii it wi tl3. a brttah-. Bel' •• bead 

.J ... ~'" . ",. 
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was very religious, and she olaimed that it was hi. pra,.era 

and "a whole lot of other slaves' that cause 'IOU 70ung tolks 

to be tree toda,.". 

The,. didn't have any Bible on the Soott plantation 

she 8ud, tor 1 t meant a beating or tea killing 1t ,.cutd be 

caught w1 th one te • Blt there were a lot 01' good slaves snd 

they kne. how to pray and. some 01' the whi te tolke loved to 

hear the pray too, • cause there was no pat-on about It. That' a 

why we .folks know how to sing and pray, 'cause we have gone 

through 80 much, bUt the Lord 1s with us, the Lord's w1th us, 

he 18". 

IIrs. Richardson said that the slaves, that worked 

in the Masterts house, ate the same tood that the master and 

his tamily ate, 'tnt those out on the plantation dldn t t tare 

ao well; the,. ate tat meats and parte ot the hog that the 

tolks at the "big house- d1du't eat. All the alaves had to 

caJ.l Scott and hi. wit. iiKuter and Kias Elizabeth", or the,. 

would get punished It the,. didntt. 

Whenever the s~ave8 would leave the plantation. 

the,- •• re aupposed to have a permit trom Scott, and 11' they 

were caught Galt b,. the ·pad,rollers", the,. would whip them it 

the)' utot have a note .trQll their .as ter. When the .laves 

went to church, tho,' went to a Baptlst ohurch that the S90tu 

beloqed to and sat 1n the rear of the church. The ....... · 

nev ... preached to 1;he81a"... fffb_l Jl"'r ~r.ached the Lo~ to 
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US, It Mrs. Richardson 8a1d, "The,. would just tell us to not 

steal, don t t steal .trcm your master". A weeki a ration of food 

was given each slave, but if he ate it up before the week, 

he had to eat salt pork until the next rations. He cOl1ldn.t 

eat much of it, because it was too salt1 to eat any quan1ty of 

it. "We had to make our own clothes out ot a cloth like fOU 

use, called canvass". "We walked to church !11th our shoes on 

our arms to keep from wearing them out". 

They walked six miles to reach the church, and had 

to wade across a stream ot water. The women were carried 

across on the men I s backs. They did all of this to hear the 

minister tell them "don't steal tram ,our Master". 

T.hel didn't have an overseer to whip the slaves 

on the Scott plantation, Scott did the Whipping himselt. Mrs. 

Richardson said he knocked her down once jus t lJetore she gave 

birth to a daughter, all because she didn't plck cotton as 

fast as he thought she should have. 

160 

Her husband went to the war to be "what 10U call a 

valet tor Uaster Jim's son, samw• Atter the war, he ·came to 

me and my daughter-. "Then in July, we could tell by the crops 

and other things grown, old Master Jim told us everyone we 

was tree, and that waa almost a lear atter the other slaves on 

the other plantations around were freed-. She said scott, in 

freeing (1') then said that "he d1dn't have to give us an,. th1ng 

to eat and that he didn't have to give us a place to sta,-, but 
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we could .ta~ and work tor h1a and he would pa7 us. Eut we 

lett that night and walked tor m11.a through the rain to m7 

husbanfa brother and. then told them that the,- all were tr ••• 

Then we all came up to KentuckJ' in a wagon and lived there. 

Then I came up Horth when -7 husband died". 

Mrs. Richardson sala that she 18 "so happy to know 

that I have l1ved to see the da7 when 10U 7OUll8 people can 

aerve God without slipping aroand to serve him lllce .e 014 

tolks had to do". "You see that pencll that JOU have in JOUr 

hand ther~, wh7, tha t would COl t me 111 lite 'lt o~d Ma. t J1m 

would see me with a pencll 1n lilY hand.. Blt I li"ed to •• e both 

him and M1 •• Elizabeth die a h~ death. Tobey both hated to 

die, although the,. belol1se4 to clm.rch. Thank Ood tor 111e 

"'7 mother pral ed tor me and I am pra11ns 

tor 10U 7OUll8 tolks M• 

lira. RlchardsOD, de.pite her 90 years ot age, can 

walk a distance ot a m1le and a halt to her churCh. 

SUbl1 tted August 31, 19S'1 
In41anapolla, ID41ana 
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(A) Joe Robinson -Fx-slave- 1132 Cornell Avenue. 

(n) Anno. Pritohett -FEdoral \·,'ritor .... 1200 Y.entuo}:y Avenue • 
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• 10e Robinson \'$.6 born in :Ma.son county. Kentuoky ill 1854. (A) 

His master, Gus Ha.rgill, was wry kind to him and all his 

slaws. He owned a lar1.:e farm ann raised every kind or w{;etation. 

Be always cave his slaves plenty to eat. They never had to steal 

food. Fe said his slaves had worked hard to pe1"'lnit him to hnve 

plenty, therefore thoy should have their share. (A) 

Joe, his Mother, a. brother, and a sister were all on the 

same plantation. 'l'hey were never sold, lived with the same master 

unti J. they were set free. (A) 

Joe's fathor was owned by Hube Black, 'Yd.o was very oruel to 

his slaves, beat them severely for the least offense. One de.y he tried 

to beat Joe's father, who was a larf~e. stron€: nan, he resisted his 

master and tried to kill him. After' that he never tried to whip 

him again. However, at the first opportunity, Hube sold him. (A) 



page 4;2 
Topic ,(240 

Anna Pritchett 

The Ro1~in8on family learned the father had been sold to some-

one down in Louisiana. They never heard from, or of h1m. again. (A) 

!'r. Robinson lives with his wife, he receives a pension. 

~~ich he said was 1arely enour,h for them to live on. and hoped it 

would he increased. (n) 

lIe attends one of the 'Vi .T'.A. olaSSEls. trying to learn to 

read and write. (B) 

They have two ohildr&n who live in Chicaco. (B) 

Submitted January 24. 1938 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
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Folklore 

(A) IIrs. Ro.aline Rogers -Ex-slaw- 110 years old, 

910 North capitol A~e. Ind~po11s. Indiana. 

(I) Am!a Pritohett -Federal 'Writer- 1200 Kentuolq 

»ra. Rogers was born in South CaroliD&, in 1827, a slave ot 

Dr. Rice Rogers, "'Mas. Rogers," we 08.11.4 him, was the youngest son of 

a familr of eleftn ohi'dren. He was 80 very mean. (A) 

Mrs. Rogers was sold and taken to Tennessee at the age ot 

eleven for .900.00 to a man by the name of carter. Soon after her 

arrival at the Carter plantation, she .. s resold to a nan by the name 

of Belby Moore with whom she lived until the beginrl.1nt of the Civil 

w.r. (A.) 

)(en and women were herded into a siIl!1e cabin, no matter 

how -r:l\Y there were. She remembers a time when there .. re twell'tT 
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slaTeI in a small cabin. There 1ft)re holes between the logs ot t,~. 

cabin, large enough for ~ogs and oat. to orawl through. The only _an. 



Pap II 
fopio 1240 165 
.AmIa Pri~ 

of heat, being a wood fireplace, which, of course, was used tor 

cooking their food. (.1) 

'l'he .laves' food was oorn cakes, side pork, and bean8J 

•• 1dom any neet. except molasse.. (.1) 

The a1aves wre ~iven a pair of Ihoe. at OhriatJzas time 

and it they were worn out before 8UD11D8r, the7 were forced to go bare-

toot. (A) 

E.r second DBster would not bUJ' shoes tor hia slaw.. When 

they had to plow, their t.et would crack and bleed, from _lking on the 

hard clod., and if one complained. they would be whippedJ theretore. 

very few oomplaints 1I8re made. (.1) 

The slaws were allowed to go to their Ulster'8 church, and 

allowed to sit in the aeven baok benohesJ .hould thoee benches be 

filled, they were not allowed to 8it in ILD1' other benches. (A) 

The walthy slave cnm.er never allowed hi •• laves to pay a.ny 

attention to the poor "White folks," a8 he knew they bad been free 

all their lives and should be slave owners themselves. The poor whites 

wre hired by' tho.e who didnot believe in .1aTery. or could not afford 

ala~.. (A) 

At the beginning ot the Civil _I', I had & family of 

fourteen children. At the c10ae ot the ar, I was giwn DW choice 

of staying on the same plantation, worldng on ahares, or taking ... tamily 

a..,., letting them. out for their food and olothe.. I deoided to ._,. 

em. that -'7' I could have Jq children with _. The7 were not allowed 
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to ';0 to sohool. tney ... re taught only to work. (j,) 

8la'98 mother. ware alluwd to .tay in bed onl,. two or t~ee 

days arter childbirth. then 1ntre forced to go into the fields to work. 

as if nothillg had happened. (A) 

The .adde.t JDOmI!tnt ot 'III¥ l11'e was when I 18s 80ld --7 trom 

rq tamily. I otten wonder what happened to tha, I haven't .een or 

heard from thea s1noe. I only hope God .... as good to them aa He has 

been to me. (A) 

-I am 110 years old. IV b11"th 1. reoorded in the slave book. 

I have ,;ood health. fairly good ep.iPlt. and a ~ood memol7. allot 

whioh I sa7 is because ot Jtr¥ love tor God. (A) 

Mrs. Rogers is oertain17 a "17 old 1fODIaD. very pleasant, 

and .e ... very tond ot her granddaughters, with whom sbe lives. (B) 

SUbmitted December 29. 1931 
Indianapoli., Indiana 

1(;tJ 
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(A) Mrs. Parthem Roll1u, 848 Camp strM1J (lear). 

(B) Alma Pr1tohe1Jt -Federal Writer- lJ!OO leniuoq A ...... 

Mrl. Parthena RolliDa .s born in Soott Coun1sy, If)JI~. 

in 1868, .. slave ot 1'~d Duftlle. who .. s al ... ys 'Very ld.nd 'to aU ot ld.8 

,lawa, never whipping 8.1'J7 of the adults, 1::JtttJ otten whipped the 

ohi1dren to correot them. newr beating them. i'be7 all !!ad to work, but 

M'V8r oft!"'WO!"k, and al_ya had pl.n1Jy w eat. CA) 

She remembers 80 ..,. alaw8, ""0 ,... not .. s ~01""t:Lmate a. the)" 

were. (A) 

Onoe when. the "niger trader." __ itlrough, there •• • 

girl, the mother of a young baby, the traders wntec1 the girl, bu.t 

Rllld not 'buT he!" because ahe had iihe child. EW".,..r took htr .-", 

took the baby tr_ her, and beat it to dea'bh riFt 'betore the IIlOtber'_ 

.,.., then brought the girl baok to the ... 1. W!1;h.oat the •• , _4 .. 

•• betapt blmrMtia1:e17. (A) 

Her nMr .. ter •• .0 pl ... a to get .wah • .tJ:teag ,1rl11ho 

eoul4 work 80 _11 and 80 ta.1;. (A.) 

• 
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The thoughts of the ol"Uel ve.y or pu'ttinr; her baby 'to 4eath 

preyed on her mind to such an extent, she developed epilepl!IY. Th1a 

angered her new ~ster, and he aen't her buok to her old. mster, and 

foreed him to refund the jooney he had paid for ber. (A) 

Another slave had displeased his ma,.ter for aoms rea.on, 

he was taken to the barn and killed, and was buried rir,h't in the barn. 

nn one t'l1e1'J' of thia until they _re set tree, as the slaves who kIlew 

1.08 

about it ware afraid to tell for rear of the Uamf,l rate befa,llin,; on tJ.&. 

(A) 

Parthena also remembers slaves being bttaten Wltil their backs 

'Were b11s1»red. The overseers wuld then open the lJlisters and sprinkle 

aalt and pepper in the open blisters, so their backs would SBl.rt and 

hurt all the more. (A) 

YIlDY til1lea, alavea "Prollld be beaten to death, thrown 1nto s18k 

holes. and lett for the bu&u.l"da to narm aDd fHst on their bo4i ••• (A) 

no ~ of the slaves ahe knew were hel£ red and halt olothed, 

and treated 80 oruel1y, 'that it "wou.ld make your hair stand on enclB.1t (A) 

'Mr8. Rollins is in pcKlr health. all broken up with "rheuatl&.· 

(9) 

She l1ft8 with a daughter and grandson. and said ahe could 

hardly talk of the happenings of the earq daya. be_us. of the awful 

thW1~' bel' tofu had to go through. (13) 

SU'bDll1:tMtd Deoember 21. 1I3T 
InCl1aaapolls. IndiaDa 
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"Yes, I was e.. sla.ve," said John B.udd, "And I'll se.y this to the whole world, 

Slavery' vms the worst curse ever visited on the people of the United States." 

John Rudd is a neGro" dark and svre.rthy as to complexion but his nose is 

straight and ague-line" for his mother v~as half Indiana 

The memory of his mother" Lize. Rudd" is se.cred to John Rudd tode.y and 

her many disadvante.ges are still a source of Erief to the old man of 83 years. 

John Rudd V.'B.S born on Christmas day 1854 in the home of Benjamin Simms, at 

Springfield" Kentuc.bJ. The mother of the young c~ild wa.s house maid for Ids-

tress Sirr:ms and Uncle John re:nembers tha.t mother a.nd child received only the 

kindliest consid.ere.tion from all members of the Simms frunily. 

Vfuile John was yet a sll1lill boy Benjrullin SirrJlls died and the Simms slaves 

were auctioned to the highest bidders. nIf'n you wants to know what unhappiness 

rJ1.ee.ns,1t said Uncle Jolm Rudd, "Jess 'n you stand on the Sle.ve Block and hear the 

Auctioneer's voice selling you away from the folks you love. 1t ,Uncle John 

explained how mothers and fathers were often separated from their dearly loved 

children, at the auction block, but John and his J-'ounger brother Thomas were 

fortunate and were bought by the same master alont~ with Liza Rudd, their mother. 

An elder brother" lJ.enry, "'ias sepatated from his mother and brothers and became 

the property of George Snyder and vms thereafter knO'WIl as llenry Snyder. 

~hen Liza Rudd and her two little sons left the slave block they were the 

property of Henry ~oore who lived a few miles away from Springfieltl. Uncle 

John declares that unhappiness met them at the threshold of the moore's estateo 
~ .. 

Liza was given the position of cook, housemaid and plough-hand while her 

little poys were made to hoe, carry wood and oare for the small children of 

the Moore feP.dly. 

John had only been at the fuoore home a few months when he witnessed several 

slaves being badly beaten. HenT'J Jl:l.oore kept a white overseer and several ,,{hite 

men were employed to whip slaves. A large barrel stood near the slave quarters 



E~Slave Stories 
District #6 
Vanderburgh County Told by John Rudd, an Ex-Slave. 

page 2.170 

and the little boy disoovered that the barrel was a whipping post. The 

slaves would be strapped across the side of the parrel and tllo strong men would 

~eld the "cat of nine tails" until blood flowed from gashed flesh, end the 

cries and prayers of the unfortunate culprits availed them nothing until the 

strength of the floggers became exhausted. 

One day, when several negroes had just recovered from an unusual amount of 
~ 

chastisement" the little ,g..egro, John Rudd" was playing in the front yard of the 

11oore's house when he heard a soft voice calling him. He knew the V"oice belong-

ed to Shell Moore, one of his best friends at the 'Oore estate. Shell had been 

among those severely beaten and little John had been grieving over his misfor­

tunes. I'Shel1 had been in the habbit of whittling out whistles for me and pettin' 

of me." said the now aged negro. t1 I 'W9ut to see l'IM.t he wanted wif me and he 

said tGooBy Johnnie, you'll never see Shellie alive after today." Shell made 

his ~~y toward the cornfield but the little ~egro boy" l'mtchiug him go, did not 
7' 

realize what situation confronted him. That night the master announced that 

Shell had run away again and the slaves were started searchinr, fields and woods 

but Shell' 5 body was found three days later by Rhoder lli.cQuirk, dangling from 

a rafter of Moore's corn crib where the unhappy negro had hanged himself with a -:::- . 

leather halter. 

Shell was a splendid worker and was well worth a thousand dollars. If he 

had been fairly treated he would have been happy and glad to repay kindness by 

toil. "Ma.sHHenry 'WOuld have been better to all of us, only l1istress Jane was 

always rilin' him Up.1f declared John Rudd as he sat in his rooking chair under 

a shade tree. 

Jane Moore, was the daughter of Old Thomas Rakin, one of the meanest men, 

where slaves were concerned, and she had learnt the slave drivin' business 

from her daddy." 

Uncle J olm related a story concerning his mother as fOllClws:'" Mama had 

in the cornfield all day 'till time to oook supper •. She wasjes t 
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Told By John Rudd, an Ex-slave. 

standin' in tha smoke house that was built back of the big kitchen when Mistress 

walks in. She had a long whip hid under her e.pron and began whippin Mama across 

the shoulders. 'thout tellin' her why. Mama wheeled around fromT.Whar she was 

slicin' ham and started runnin' after old Missus Ja~e. Ole Missus run so fas' 

f.:.am.a couldA It catch up wif her so she throwed the butcher knife and stuck it 

in the "raIl up to the hilt,.1t "I ~-a.s scared. I was fraid when :f1[;arse HenT"lJ come 

in I believed he would haveMaIllawhippedtodeath. tt 

Vf.har Jane?" said 16ars Henry.tI "She up stairs with the door locked." said 

Mama." "Then she tole old Mars Henry the truth abo".t how mistress Jane whip 

her and show him the marks of th9 'Whip. She showed him the butcher knife stick­

in' in the wall." Get yer clothe~ together,lt said :Marse llene-;i. 
(Moore) 

John then had to be' parted from his mother. Henry Rudd believed that the 

Negroes were going to be set fre9. War had been declared and his desire was 

higher than in Kentucky. When he reached Loiisville he was offered a good price 

for her service and hired her out to cook at a hotel. J olm grieved over the 
, , 

loss of his mother but afterwards learned she had been well treated at Louis-

ville. J olm Rudd continued to work for Henry Moore until the Civil lVar ended. 

Then Henry Snyder came to the MOore hams and demanded his brothers be given into 

his charge. 

Henry Snyder had enlisted in the Federal Armw and had fought throughout the 

war. He had entered or leased seven acres of good land. seven miles below Owens-

bora. Kentucky, and on those good acres of Davies COUIlty farm land the mother and 

her three sons -were reunited. 

John Rudd had never seen a river until he made the trip to Owensboro ,with 

his brother Henry. The trip was made on the big Gray Eagle and Uncle John 

• 

declares ttl was sure thrilled to get that boat, ride." He relates many incidents of 

r:u!l-aRY negroes. Remembers his fear of the Xu Klucles, and remembers seeing 
. '~ 

'\ 
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Seven ex-slaves hanging from one tree near the top o£ Grimes-Hill, just after 

the close of the war. 

Vihen John grew to young manhood he worked on farms in Davis County near 

Owensboro for several years, then precured the jOb~ or pD~ering for John 

Sporree, a hotel keeper at Owensboro. and io this position John worked for 

fifteen years. 

~le at Owensboro he met the trains and boats. He recalls the boats; 

Morning Star,' and Guiding Star; both exoursion boats that oarried gay men 

and women on pleasure trips up and down the Ohio river. 

Uncle John married Teena Queen his beloved first wife,at Owensboro. 

To this union was born one son but he has not been to see his fa.ther lIor has 

he heard from him for thirty years~ and his father balieves him to have died. 
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The seoond wife was Minnie Dixon 'Who still lives with Uncle John at EvansviI'le. 

When asked what his political ideas were~ Uncle John said his politics is 

his love for his government. He draws an 'old age oompensation of 14". dollars 

a month. 

Uncle John had some trouble proving his age but met the situation by having 

a friend write to the Catholic Church authorities at Springfield. Mrs. Simms 

had taken the .position of God Mother to the baby and his birth and christening 

had been recorded in the church records. He is a devout Catholic and believes 

that religion and freedam are the two richest blessi~s ever given to mankind. _. 
Unole John worked aa/anitor .. t the Boelme Tuberoulosis Hospital for eight 

years. lbile working there he received a fall which crippled him. He ~lks by 

the aid of a cane but is able to visit 'With his friends and do a small 8Jllount 

of work in his home. . 

... ,.' ,: ",. ',' , ..... ,; .. '. 
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(A) .Amanda Elizabeth Samuels, 1121 Park avenue. 

" 

(B) Anna Pritohett, Federal Writer, 1200 Kentuoky Avenue, 

Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Lizzie was a child in the home of grandma and grandpa. 

MoJLurry. TM)" were tal"2l'li9rs in Robinaon County, Tenne.le.. CA) 

Her mother, a slaTe hand, worked on the farm until her 

young master, Robert McMurry was marribd. She was then sold to 

Rev. Carter Plaster a.nd taken to Logan County, Kentucky. (A) 

The child, Lizzi~ .. wa.a given to young Robert. She 

lived in the house to help the 1Ol.lDC mi::tNSil who was not so 

kind to her. Lizzie was forced to eat chioken heads, fish heads, 

pig tail., and parsnips. The child disliked this Tery much, and 

was very unhappy with her young mistress, beoause in Robert·s 

father's home all slave ohildren were trea.ted just like his own 

ohildren. They had plent,. of good substantial tood, and we" 
proteoted in every w~. (A) 

The old JD8.8ter felt they were the bands of the next 

generation and it they were strong and heal'tlV, they would bring in 



u. l~.rger amount of money when sold. (A) 

Page #2 
Xopio 1240 
Anna. Pritchett 

Lizzie's hardships didnot last long as thay ~re sot 

free soon atter young Robert's marriage. He took hBr in a wagon to 

Keysburg, Kentuoky to be with her mother. (A) 

Lizzie learned this song from the soldiers. 

Old Saul Crawford is dead, 

.And the last word is said. 

They we re fond of looking back 

Till they heard the bushes crack 

Aad sent them to their happy hOlll8 

In Cannan. 

Some wears worsted 

Some wears lawn 

~nat they go~~ do 

When that' 9 all gone. 

(A) 

:Hrs. Samuels is an amusing little woman, she must be 

about 80 years old, but holds to the a.ge of 60. Had she given her 

ri&ht ace, the people for whom she works would have helped her to get 

her pension. (I) 

They are amused, yet provoked beoause Lizzie wants to be 

younger than she really 1.3 II (B) 

Submitted Deoelilber 1, 193'1 
Indianapoli., Indiana 
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Ur. s~t wa., l;orn &no. l'td._ ... 141.1 CrMk Xeu:tl1ck)r. a&1Cil'lO'W uTe. 
in If,aC.i "on IJld1a.na. oa POl/lv z treet ,U.4iCGauUy 1I'or'th w •• t of tU _ap1 tel. 

He \~{af'J SO young he; (.\1d no r __ ber ,ve1:'1 ~oh a})ovt how tAe 4aT' .... 
. ' . 
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. .' '. '. ., , 
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, . . 

M 'lp1" lietter".'J.bAm his d.i4.t~t.r conv®7eO. thi. infcn~t,l.n Kl". sA_' . ' 

. ,. 
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BILLY SLAUGIrrER 

Referenoe: Billy Sle,ughter. 1123 Watt St., Jeffersonville 

Billy Slaur;hter ms born Sept. 15, 1858, on the Linooln Farm 

near Hodgenville, Ky. The SlauGhters who now live between the Dixie 

'-"'{' 1 , ) 

Highvtay and Hodgenville on the right of the road drivinG toward Hodgenville 

about four miles off the state higmvay are the de~endar~s of the old 

slavers master. This old slave was sold onoe and was given away onoe be-

fore he was Ci ven his freedom. 

The spring on the Linooln Farm that falls from a c1 iff was a 

place associated with Indian oruelty. It was here in the pool of water be-

low the cliff that the Indians would throw babies of the settlers. If the 

little ohildren could swim or the settlers could resoue them they esoaped, 

otherwise they were drownt3d. The L"'ldians would gather around the soene of 

the tragedy and rejoice in their fashion. The old slave when he was a baby 

was thrown in this pool but ws.s resoued by vlhite people. lie remembers having 

seen several Indians but not l'JlanY. 

The most interestinc subjeot that Billy Slaughter disoussed was 

the Civil War. This was ordinarily believed to be fought over slavery, but 

it really was not, aooording to his interpretation, whioh is unusual for an 

old slave to state. The real reason was that the South withdrevr from the 

union and elected Jefferson Davis President of the Confederacy. In ,his own 

dialect he narrated these events acourately. The southerners or Demoorats 

were oalled "Rebels" and "Seoess" and the Republioans lIrere oe.lled "Abolitionists.n 

Another point of interest was John Brown and Harpers Ferry. When 

Harper's Ferry was fired upon, that was firing upon the United States. It was 
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here and through John Brown's Raid that war was virtually declared. The 

old neGro e:oq>lained that Brawn was an Abolitionist. and was oaptured here 

and later killed. While the old slave had the utmost respect for the 

Federal Government he rega.rded J olm Brown as a martyr for the oause of 

freedom. and inoluded him amolll; the heroes he 'Worshipped. Among his prized 

possessions is an old book written about John Brawn's Raid. 

j'('i' 

The old slave's real hero was Abraham Lincoln. He plans a.nother 

pilgri:oaGe to the Linooln Farm to look again at the c:abin in whioh his 

Emancipator was born. He s.sked me if I read history very much. I assured 

him that I read it to some extent. After that he asked me if I recalled 

reading about Linooln durinG the Civil War walking the White House floor one 

nieht and a Negro named DouGlas remained in his presenoe. 10 the beginning 

of the War the Negroes who enlisted in the Union ~r '''lere given freedom. a.lso 

the wives, and the children who were not IT'.arried. 

Another problem. that was faoing the }Iorth s.t this time was that 

the men who '''{ere taken from the farm and faotory to tm army could not be re-

pla.oed by the slaves and producti on oontinued in the North as was being done in 

the south. Not all Negroes who wanted to join the union foroes were able to 

do so beoause of the striot watohfulness of their msters. The slaves were 

made to fight in the southern ~ whether they wanted to or not. This less­

ened the number or free Negroes in the Northern al"D\Y. As a reaul t Lincoln 

decided to free ali Negroes. That was the decision he made the night he walked 

the ¥1hite House floor. This was the old da~~e.1'S stOT,1 of the conditions that 
, "".' 

brought about the Emanoipation Proolamation. Freeing the Negroes was brought 

about during the CivU War but it was not the reason that the war was fought. 

was the unusual opinion o:r fhis Negro. 
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"unole Billy's" father joined the Union a.rm;y at the Taylor 

Barraoks, near Louisville, Ky., which was the Camp Taylor during the 1'forld 

Wfl,T. U1lcle Billy's father and mother and their children who were not 

married were given freedom. The old slave has kept the papers that were 

drm~ up for this act. 

The old darkey expla.ined that the Negro soldiers never .fought 

in ~ decisive battles. There must alvlaYS be someone to clean and polish 

the harness, oare for the horses, dig ditches, an~ construct parapets. This 

slavets father was at Memphis during the battle there. 

The Slaughter family migrated to Jeffersonville in '65. Billy 

was then seven years old. At that time there was only one depot here - a 

freight and passenger depot at Court and Wall Streets. What is nOW" knC1Nll 

as Eleventh St. was then a hickory:p.f4 erove - a paradise .for squirrel hunters. 

On the ridge beginning at 7th and Meohanio Sts. were persimmon trees. This 

was a splendid hunting haven for the Negroes .for their favorite wild animal -

the o'possume The ridge is kn~ today as t~~ssum ~idge. The section east 

o.f St.Anthony's Cemetery was o overed, in woods. Sinoe there were a number 

of beeohnuts, pigeons frequented this plaoe and were sought here. One could 

catoh tham faster than he could shoot them. 

At this time there were two shipyards in Jeffersonville - Barmorets 

and Howard's. Barmore's shipyard location was first the looation of a big 

mea.t-paoking oo~pa.ny. The old darkey called it a "pork house". 

The old slave had seen several boats launohed f'rOlll these yards. 

Great orowds would gat.."1er for this eVent. After the hull was oompleted in 

the docks the boat was ready to la.unoh. The blooks that served a.s props were 

knooked down one at a time. One man would knook down eaoh prop. There were 

s.veral men employed in this lVork on the appointed day of the launohing of' 
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the boat. The boat vrould be christened with a bottle of ohampagne on its 

fray to the river. 

"Unole Billy" worked on a steamboat in his earlier days. This 

boat traveled from Louisville to new Orleans. People tra.veled on the river 

for ·there weJ"e f'ew railroads. The first work the old darkey did Vias to olean 

the decks. Later he cleaned up inside the boat, ~,~ mopped up the 

noors and nw.de the berths. The next job he held vIas ladias' cabin man. Later 

he took care or the quarters where the officials of. the boat slept. The 

darkey also worked as a second pantry man. This work consisted of' waiting 

on the tables in the dininG roam. ~e men's clothes had to be spotless. 

SO!.'let:imes it would beoome necessary for hi.11 to change his shirt three times 

a day. 

The meats on the menu would include piGeon, duckJ turkey, chicken, 

q\ail, beef, pork, and mutton. Veeetables of the season were served,as well 

as desserts. It was nothinG unusual for a half dollar to be left under a 

plate as a tip for tho waiter. Those who vrorked in the oa.bins never set a 

price for a shoe shine. Fifteen oents vms the lowest they ever reoeived. 

Durinr; a yellow fever epidemio before a quarantine could be de-

clared a boatload of threo hundred people left Louisville at night to go to 

M~his, Tonn. During the same time this boat went to New Orleans where 

yellow fever was rar:;inc. The capta.in warned thm of it. In two rArrmv streets 

the old dark8.1 recalled h~, ho had seen the people fall over dead. These 

streets were orowded and there were no sidewalks, only room for a wagon. Here 

the victims would be sitting in the doorways" a.pparontly asleep .. only to fall 

over dead. 

When the boa.t returned, one of the crew was strioken with this 

disease. Uncle Billy nursed htm until they roached his home at Cairo, Ill. 
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Ho one else took the yellow fever and this I:1all recovered. 

Another job tlUncle Billy" held was helping to lMke the brick 

used in the U.S. Quarter Master Depot. Colonel James Keigwin operated 

a brick kiln in what is now a oolored settlement between loth and 14th 

and -aa.tt and Spring Sts. The olay was obtained from this field. It \'v'"8.S 

his task to off-bare the briok after they were taken from the mold~and 

to place them in the eyes to be burned. Hood was used as fuel. 

180 

"Uncle Billy" reads his Bible quite often. He sonetimes wonders 

\'{hy he is still left here - all of his friends are eone; all his brothers 

and sisters are gone. DutThis he believes is the solution - that there must 

be someone left to tell about old times. 

"The Bible,," he quotes" "says that bro shall be working in the 

field wgether and one shall be taken and the other left. I am the one who 

is left," he concludes. 
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IiII'. and IIIrs. Alex Smith, an eighty-three year old negro coup..le 

were slaves in Kentu.cky nenr Paris, Termessee, as children. They 

now reside a,t 127 North Lake street, on the V'restern limit s 01' South 

Bend. Thi s couple lives in a Ii ttle sho.ck patched up with tar 

paper, tin, and wood. 

Mrs. Elizabeth SIni th, the tflllm ti ve member 01' the 1'arnily is a 

smell woman, very "vrinlcled, with a stocl::ine; cap pulled oVer her grfJ.Y 

ho 11 .... She VJore a dres s made of three diff orent pI'int rna. teriD Is,; 

sleeves of one kind, collar of another Dnd body of [l third. Her 

front teeth were discolored, brorm stubs, r/hich suggested that she 

chews tobacco. 

T,Ir. Alex Snitl1, the husb8nc1 is tall, though probscly he vms a 

well built man at one time. He gets around "by means of a cane. 

Hrs. Smith said that he is not at 011 well, Dnd he was in the 

hospital for six weeks last vlinter. 

The wife, Elizabeth or Betty, as her husband calls her, was a 

slave on the Peter StUbblefield plante tion in Kentuclcy, the nearcs t 

town being Paris, TeMessee, while Mr. Smith was n slave 011 the Hobert 

stubbe¥ield plant[;1 t ion ne8rby. 

Although only a child of five, Smith remembers the Civil War, 

especia,lly the marching of thousands 01' soldiers, and the hOl .... se-drwwn 

artillery wagons. The Stubblefields freed their slaves the i'irst 

winter after the war. 

On the Peter stubb\elfield pla.ntstion the slaves were treated 
\ 

very well and had plenty to eat, while on the Robert Stubbelfield 
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plantation Mr. Smith went hungry many times, and said, uO:rten, I 

",(lould see a dog with a bit of bread, and I Vlould have been willing 

to take it from him if I had not been afraid the dog would bite me. n 

Hrs. Smith was nruned after Eliza.beth Stubbl~field, a rels.tive 

of Peter Stubb:elfield. As a child of five years or le1!s, Elizabeth 

had to spin "long reels five cuts a day," pick seed from cotton, and 

cockle burrs from wool, ond per.form the duties of 0. house girl. 

Unlike the chores of Elizabeth, r.-Ir. Smith had to chop wood, 

carry water, chop weeds, care for cows, pick bugs .from tobacco 

plants. This little boy hDd to go bare1'oot both sUTnrner and vlinter, 

and ref.1embers the cracking of ice under hi s bare feet. 

The day the mistress and master cume ~nd told. the sluves they 

were free to go any place they desired, Urs. Smi tht s mother told 

her later that she VlSS gla.d to be free but she b;;d no pIece to go 

or any money to go wi th. Many of the slaves rlOulCl not· leave and 

she never witnessed such crying as went on. I.e. t e1" l.Tr s. Smi th wa s 

pa.id for working G She worked in the fields for"wi t telS' a rrl clothes. 

A few years later she nursed children for twenty-five cents a. week 

and tt\vdttels,U but a.fter a t1nb she l"eceived fifty cents a week, 

board and two dresses. She married Mr. Smith at the age of tV/enty .. 

Mr. Smith's father rented 9. :farm and Mr. Smith has been a farmer 

all his life. The Smith couple have been married sixty-four years. 

Mrs. Smith says, nand never a cross word excha.nged. Mr. Smith and I 

had no children. tI 

The room the writer was invited into was a conbination bed-room 

and living room wi th a large heftting stove in the centre of the small 

room. A bed 011 one side, • :few chairs about the room. The :floor was 
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covered with an old pa tched rug. The only other room beside this 

roon:. ViaS a very small kitchen. The whole home was shabby and poor. 

The only means of support the farl1ily has is n government old 

age pension which amounts to about fourteen dolls.rs a month. 

Their Ii ttle shack is situated in the. the center of a large 

lot around which a very nice vegetable garden is planted. The 

property belongs to Mr. Harry Brazy, and the old couple does not 

pay rent or taxes Dnd they rIlay stay there os long os they live, 

ltvlhich is good enough for us," says l,lrs. Smith. 

As the writer W8S leaving I',irs .. Smith said, flI like to talk Dnd 

meet people. Come again." 

AD:DB 

9-10-37 



obert C. Irvin 
oblesville, Ind. 
istrict #2 

RefereDilc~ 

EX-SLAVE, LIFE STORY 

OF 

BARN:.BN STONE 

Personal interview with former slave, Hamilton eo. 

This is the life story of Barney Stone, a highly respected 

colored gentleman of Noblesville, Hamilton County seat,i Mr. Stone 

is near nintey-one years old, is in sound phy~ical condition and 

still has a remarkable manory. He was a slave in the state of Ken-

tacky for more than sixteen years and a soldier in the Union army 

for nearly two years. He educated himself and taught school ~o col­

ored children four years following the Civil War. He studied in 

1868, and has baen a preacher in the Colored Ba,tiat Faith for six-
.-

ty nine years, having been instrumental in the building of seven 

churches in 1hat time. Mr. stone joined the K. of P. Lodge, the 

I.D.O.F. and Masonic Lodge and is still a member of the latter. 

This fi ne old co lored man haa al ways worked hard for the uplift and 

advancement of the co lored r ace and has accomplished much in this 

effort in the states of Tennessee, Kentucky and Indiana. He, to­

gether with his preaching of the gos~el, and his lecturing, has fol­

lowed farming. He now bas a field of sweet corn and a fine, large 

garden, which he plowed, planted ani tended himself and not a weed 

can be found ineither. He is the only ex-slave now living in Hamilton 

County, the others all deceased, and is one of three living members 

],f Hamil ton county G.A.R. the othe r two members ieing white. 

Mr. Stone has given to the writer "MY Life's Story", Which he 

desires to call it, and in this stor,y he pictures to the reader, 
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"sixteen years of hell as a slave on a plantation,· a story which will 

con"Vince the reader tmt, even though much blood was shed in our Civil 

Ylat, the war was a Godsend to the .American Nation. This story is told 

just as given qy Mr. Stone. 

lIT LIFE'S STORY 

"My name is Barney Stone, I waS bom in slavery, May 17, 184'7, 

in Spencer County, Kentucky. I was a slave ori the plantation of Lem­

uel Stone )all slaves bore the last name of their master) for nearly 

seventeen years end was considered a leader among the young slaves 

on our planta.tion. M{; Marmny was mother to ten children, all slaves, 

~nd my Pappy, Buck Grant, was a buck slave on the plantation of John 

Grant, his Mastah; my pappy was used much as a male cow i6 used on 

th:! 6 to ck farm and was hired out to other plantation owners for that 

pUIl>0se and was regarded as a valuable slave. His Mastah permitted 

him ~o visit my mother each week-end on our plantation. 

My Mas tab was a ha rd man w hen be was angry, drinking or not feel­

ing well, 1h~n at times he WaS kim to us. I Was compelled to pick cot-
A 

to n and d a other work men I was a very snall boy. Mastah would never 

s ell me b ecaus e I w as regarded as the b est young 61 ave on the planta­

tion. Different from mmy other slaves, I was kept on the plantation 

from the day I was born un ti. 1 the day I ran away t '-

Slaves were sold in two ways, BometiIles at private sale to a. man 

who went about the Southland buying slaves until he has many in his 

possession, then he would have a big auct! on sale and would re-sell 

them to the highewt bidder, much in t he same manner as our live-stock 

are sold now in aUC tion sales. Professional slave buyers in those 
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days were called "nigger buyers". He ca/te to the plantation with a 

doctor. He would point out two or three slaves which l()oked good to 

him and which could be spared by the owner, and would have the doctort 

examine the sl ave's re art. If tlE doctor prenounced the slave as sound, 

then the nigger royer would make an offer to the owner and if the amount 

was satisfacto ry. t IE slave was sold. SC)Jne large plantation owners, 'hav­

ing a large number of slaves, VDuld hold a public auction and dispose 

of some of them, then he v.ould attend another sale and buy new Slaves, 

this was done sorretimes to get better slaves aDd sometimes to make money 

on the sale of them.' 

Many times, as I have said before, our treatment on our plantation 

was hor r ible. When I was jus t a small boy, I witnessed my s1 ster aold 

an1 taken away. One day one of horses came into the barn am Mastah 

not ic ed tha t sre was caripped. He flew in to a rage and thought I had 

hurt tile horse, eitrer that, or that I knew who djd it. I told him 

that I did not do it and ~ demanied that I tell him who did it, if 
• 

I didn't. I did not know and when I told him so, he secured a whip 

tied me to a poe t anl whipped me until I was covered wi th blood. I 

begged him, "Mastah, Mastah, please don't whip me, I do not know who 

did it." He t hen took ou t his pocket knife and I would have been 

killed if Mlssus (his dear wife) had not make him quit. She untied 

me and cared for me. 

Many has been the ti..me, I have seen my mammy beaten mercilessly 

and far no go ad reason. One day, not long before the out-break of the 

Civil War. a nigger royer came and I witnessed my dear Mammy and my 

one year old baby brother, sold. I seen er taken away, never to see 

her again unt£l I f()und her twenty-seven years later at Clarksburg. 

Tennessee. My baby brother was with her, but I did not know him until 

Mammy told me who he was, he had grown into a large man. That was a 
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happy meeting. After those experiences of ·sixteen long years in 

hell, as a slave, I was very bi tter againe t t he white man, until 

after I Ian away and joined the Union army. 

At the out-break of the Civil War and when the Northern army 

was marching into the Southland, humreds of male slaves were shot 

down by the Rebels, rather thLn see them join with the Yankees. One 

day when I lea.lllled tbJ.t the Northern troops were very close to our 

plantation, I ran away and hid in a culvert, but was founi and I would 

bave been shot had the Yanke e troops not scat.tered them ani t.bat saved 

me. I joined tha" Union army and served one year, ejght months and 

twenty-two days, md fought wi th them ih the battle of Fort Wagn~r. 

and also in tl:e battle of Milikin's Bend. When I went into the army, 

I could ~a read or write. The white soldiers took an interest in me 

and taught me to wri te and read, alli when the war was over 1 could 

writ e a very go ad le tter. I taught what little I knew to colored 

chilaen after tha .ar. 

I studied day and night for the next three years at the home of 

a lawyer, educat&ng myself and in 1868, I started preaching the gospel 

of Jesus Christ and have continued to do so for sixty-nine years. In 

that time I have been ins trumental in the. buidling of s even churches 

in Kentucky. Tennessee and 1m ia m. I d:id this go od work through grate­

fulness to God for my deliverance and my salvation. During my life, 

I have joined the K. of P. Lodge, and I.O.O.F. and Masonic Lodge. I 

have preached for the up-life and advancement of the colored race. I 

have accomplished much good in this life and have raised a family of 

eight child rene I love and am loyal to my co untry and have received 

great compensalim from my government for my services. I am in good 

health and still able to work, and I·am thankful to my God and my 

country." 
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Esoape from Bondage of !dah Isabelle Suggs. 

Among the interesting stories oonneoted with former slaves one of the most 

outstanding ones is the life story of Adah Isabelle Suggs~ indeed her escape from 

slavery plarmed and executed by her a.meious mother; Harriott MoClain, bes.rs the 

earmarks of fiction, but the truth of all related,oocurenoes has been ~~ablished 

by the aged negro woman and her daughter lirs. Harriott liollovvay, both oitizens of 

Evansville, Indiana. 
before 

Born in slavery/January the twenty-Geco~d, 1852 the child !dah McClain KXm was 

the property of Colonel Jackson McClain and Louisa; hiB wife. 

Aooording to the oustomary praotice of raising slave children, Adah ~.S left 

B.t the negro quarters of the 1':,cClain plantation, a large esta"ce located in Hender-

Bcn oounty; three and one half wiles from the village of Henderson, Kentucky. 

There she we.S os.red for by her mother. She retains many impressions gained in 

early ohildhood of the slave quarters; she remembers the slaves singing and danc-

in£ together after the day of toil. Their voices were strong and their songs were 

svreet. "master 1mS good to his slaves and never beat them. n wer'e her words concern-

ing her master. 

~ben Adah was not yet five years of age the mistress, Louisa McClain, made a 

trip to the slave qu&rters to review conditions of,the negroes. _ It was there she 

discovered. that one little girl there had been developing ideas and ideals; the 

mother had taught the little one to knit tiny stockings, using wheat stra~ for 

knitting needles. 

Mrs. MoClain at onoe took oharge of the child, taking her from her mother's 

oare and establishing her room at the residenoe of the McClain famdly. 

Today the aged iLegro woman recalls the ~rds of praise and enoouragement accor­

ded her acoomplishments, for the ohi1d was apt, aotive, responsive to influence and 

soon learned to fetoh any needed volv~ from the librar,y shelves of the ~Clain 

home. 
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She was contented and he.ppy but the mother knew that much unhappiness "WaS 

in store for her young daughter if she remained as she was situated. 

A custom prevailed throu6hout the southern states that the first born of each 

slave maiden should be the son or de.ughter of her master and the girls were forced 

into mate·rnity at puberty_ The mothers naturally resisted this terrible 

pt£l.otice and }1arriott ?m.S detendned to prevent her child bliline victimized_ 

One planned escape was thwarted;when the girl was about t~lve years of age 

the mother tried to take her to e. plaoe of se.fety but they vrere overte.ken. on the r 

road to the ferry where they hoped to be put across the Ohio river. They were car-

ricd be. ok to the plantation and the mother was I!1.ildly punished and. imprJ.soned in 

an upsteir room. 

The little girl knew her mother ~s ~rrisoned Rnd often climbed up to a 

~~ndow where the two could telk together. 

One night the mother reoeived directions through a dree~ in Whioh her escape 

'Was plfl.nned. She told the ohild about the dream and instructed her to I oarry out 

orders that thejP might esoape together. 

The girl brought a large knife fro:!!!. ltirs. 1.cClain t S pE'.ntry and by the aid of 

that tool the look we.s pried from the prison door and the :mother IrAde her we.y into 

the open world about midnight. 

A large tobacco barn beee~e her refuge where she waited for her child. 

The firl had some trouble making her escape; she had beoome a useful and necessa~ 

member of her mistress' household and her services were hourly in de~~nd. The 

Daughter "young missas" Annie MoClain was afflicted from birth havinge. cleft 

palate and later developing heart dropsy 'Which ~.ade regular sl,lrgery imperative. 

The negro girl had lear.ned to care for the young white woman and could draw the 

bandages for the surgeon ~~y "Young la~sus" underwent surgical treatment. 

The memor,y of one trip to Louisville is vivid in the mind of the old negress 

today for she was taken to the city and' the party stoppe~ at the Gault Bouse and 

"lItt; 



Stories from Ex- Slaves 
5th District 
Ve.nderburgh County 
Lauana Creel 

Escape of Adah Is~.bel1e Suggs. page 3. 

"It was a grand place," she declares, as she describes the surroundings; 

the handsome draperies and the vdnding stairway and other artistic objects seen 

at the gre.nd hotel. 

The child loved her young mistress e.nd the young mistress desired the good 

slfl.ve should be always nee.r her; so I patj.ent waiting was required by the negro 

!p..other before her daught.er fine.lly ref.ched their rendezvous. 

191 

Under cover of night the two HUGi t:h"es tre.veled the three miles to henderson, 
~ 

there the~' secreted themselves under the house of 1J.rs • IV!9.rga.ret Bentley until 

darkness fell over the world to cover their retreat. Imagine the frightened 

negroes step-.l thily creeping: through the woods in eonste,nt fear of bei~1.~ 
y 

re-

ce.ptured. Federal soldiers put them across the river at Henderson and from tr..at 

point they ce't.utiously adva.nced toy,"e.rd Evansville. The husband of Harriott, Kil-

ton McCla.in e.nd her son JeroL-.e Vlere 'tolunteers in a negro regiment. The opere.tion 

of ~he Federal Statute providing for the enliBt~ent of slaves made enlisted negroes 

free as well as their wives and children, so, by that s'l:;o,tute Harriott keClain and 

her daughter should have been given their freedom. 

lilien the refugees arrived in Evansville they were ~efriended by free negroes 

of the area. Harriott obtained a position as :rraid with the ?arvine family ~ "Kiss 

Hallie and Nass Genevieve Parvine ~re real good folks," declares the aged negro 

Ade.h when repeating her story. After working for the Ifiisses Ps.rvine for e.bout two 

years, the negro mother had snved. enough money to place her child in "pay school" 

there she learned rapidly. 

Adah 1~cClain was married to 'l'home.s Suggs January 18, 1872. ThoI!l9.s was e slave 

of Bill McClain and it is believed he adopted the name Suges because a ~r. Suggs 

had !efriended him in time of trouble. Of this fact neither the wife nor daughter 

have positive proof. The father has departed this life but !dah Suggs lives on with 

her memories. 
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Varied experiences have attended her way. Wifehood and devotionj motherhood 

and care she bas known for she has given fifteen children to the world. 

Among them were one set of twins, daughters and trj.plets tI two sons and a 

daughter. She is a belov,d mother to those of her children who remain near 

her and says she is happy in her belief in God and Christ and hopes for a 

glorious hereafter where she can serve the Lord Jesus Christ and praise him 

eternally. 

Vihat greater hope can be given to the mortal than the hope cherished by 

!dah Isabelle Suggs? 

Lauana Creel 
1415 S. Barker Avenue 
Evansville Indie.na. 
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" rJb1te folko tjee na~ different fnn dar kios." oa1d Aunt Katie 

Suttc.m ._ -slave. as she tiiJltened bol' bo!met strt.nGe taler her wr'.t.n­

kled oh1D. • 

., TIe's dl£forent in color .1n talk end in l1Glcm aDd bollof, •• 

W.'.. du~rerent in wo't"'-J 't'nt;r 8l'¥1 onn MVOf' be epeoted to th1nk OCt to 

live alike.· 

" rhen I 'WU a little gal I lived v4th !T mother in on old leg oabSn. 

Hy mG.n'1fI .us Good to me but she had to spcncl so !1Iloh. of her ttae at 

hunorl.n(; the 'VIhl to tabl88 rwd t-ak:i.nG oare of them th.o.t she hardly .". 

Lot to even e1r.g ber own babies to sleep." 

• 01. t11sllUs and YOODG l·jisSU8 told the little dave children that 

the owrk bJ'OUGllt the 11111 to oobles to their mothers but thnt tho slave 

children won all hntoh«1. out fraa b'dSIBl'd8 e(£& and vJl.'t hollovod. it .. 

• Y08. t-. .1 bel1cmt8 in wi1 spiritD nnl tho.i¥ theN p.re rm-{{ 
, 

folks that cam put apoll8 on·yw .and it'a you Jont bellove it you had. 

better be co.retul for there ere folks riGht here in t ie tom thrit have 

tho flower to bof4toh you and then you tdU never be haPP"'J D.;.;uin .-

AUnt Katie lloolared that the seventh 8m pt a seventh son • 

01' the eevcth se.udr'l#eI" ot 6 swent.~ dau(;htor p088G08OS the 1;0 WI" to 

heal. dl~ and that Q. ohild bom af1ser the death or lts fnther poe-

S08 .. a etnqe and ~ Ii"-. 
" 
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Attet the new nelc;hbor lert , Aunt Knt10 Bald ." She jes arbout Tl8!lted 

dat shovel so she could 'hax'me. A wornan:'orrowed a poker from fY mn...-:a:v 

and hexed 11W~ h"J bandill[; the poker and !!1l1'T:l,Y [;ot all twisted up wid 

rhUrBti. 'twill her Wlele straiGhtened de poker und U4IJll ma..'1J11;Y C01i ao 

str&icht CiJl a.r:wbody ." 

" I'fo.r,'Jaom, nO/lady vll;inter take ru-vt;hint; of mille outfn thia houae." 

Aunt Katie SuttOl'l IS voioe \vus tJdn arld her tune uncertuin but she rononoer-

ad aone of tho BOIli;8 she heHN in elc\vor"'.1 days • One waI fl. lulla.1J'\J Bung 

by hel' rot her and the aClnr; is Given on sepa.n..te paCes of this artice.1. 

Three yeurs ,;0 Aunt Katie wnB oalled away on her last journey 

althouGh she hwl s.lWEl¥s enmerced the baok und f'ront' steps of her oot-

tflCEJ l'11th ohamber lye da11y to keep u.~ ovil spirits death orept in 

and derrmxled the prioe eaoh of us :must P~/ and Katie a.nswored tho oa1l. 

Aunt Katie aprillklad salt in the foot printc of departil'lt~ ::~uostl 

II Vat' 0 BO <ley r..a1.n leave no Ul'fJ111 behind em nnd oan llever come ncin 

'thout an invitation ." ahe oxplaiI'loo. 

She sud aho cmo time plElllted a tree with a ourse £u1d. tha.t her worst 

enerrw dial that Stm18 year • 

.. . lvl1 spir1 te creep. around all niGht lone; and evil people til a.lways 

able to hex you ,So. you had best be cnretul how you 'tallal to strancer •• 

Alwyu spit on &. ool.t;\ before Yau tJ. ves it to a }Jegger fI.lld dont pass too 

olose to a hunohbaoked person unless you oan rub the hunp or you will 

have bed luok &8 sure as e,nything." 

Aunt Katie deolaeed .. n.bbl t t a ;t;oot only brought r;ood luck i£ the 

rabblt I~ been ld.Ued "'. a oroe. e)"«l negro in a obUntra' grave yard 

in the dark ot the rOOOIl aI¥l sM eaU 1Wt.t me believed one of that d.eor-

lptltA. aou~ be tClW14 ~ once lrl a. iltetl.a .. p._lbly a huulre4 Yea .... . . , 



olld-ore • 
, ictrlt·t ~:. 5. • A 818ft ~t8 LII)JabJ.-
\" i .... ~el1· rurch CounW. 
J,.aua.nB Creel • 

Sung by .... ~. Suttaa • bw81ave at Evn.narl.Ue. Im1ana • 

... ..... • an. __ ...... • 

" A SLlOW,v.N. te stork florr demo fran the sJq. 
R~k a ~~ • ry baby bye • 

'ro toke a IIab:r gal fiO fair, 
';:0 :/-QUl'.IG !1iaaua ,was. tin thore J 

\ !ll$n nll \'4UJ quiet as e. Toctus., 
In 010 ?"S88a' s hie f'1ne . ht.:t1se. 

..--...........,.. ..... _- . 

Refrain I Pat little b-al1llU bomod rioh an r .... , 
She' 8 do fI.6p f'roi'1 out a SUtJt.ll tree J 
nut YCtl are jos fW b't700t to El,) ; 

LV l1t"tlo colored chile. 

To f.loabin in a \\JOCXl1an1 uree.r • 

JOG la.y yo head upon ny hroG • 
An, rea , fUltl rea • Wl l"'OS , an rea, 
t~ little oolored chil •• 

¥Q\; 'va C(!!1e W a ~'8 heart to choezt. 
In 'U:io 010 slaw's aabln. 
100,U" hands rv heart strinGs G1"&bbll1J 
'fW lay your h08Ll upon =iW brae. 
,., sntl(i;le aJose en rei 0Zl 1"98 • 
. J 11 ttlo oolored chlle. - Repeat l~ei'ra1n. 

Yo dudcly plouGhs ole tBSa t S 00ftl, 
'/0 "~.rrw l100s the coold.r.tg J 
Sl1e'11 elve di:nt'ler to hOI' hunGry ohile .. 
rJ1@n :nohoo.y is a looV'..in, 
Don't; be ashar::OO,fi!' ohile. I beg. 
CtlBO ;;'O'U TJQ.t:\l hatohe<l fror.'l n buzzard '0 eu; J 
:y l:t~.;tlo colored chile. 
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SLAVERY DAYS OF GEORGE '£liOliPSOU 
As Told by him to the W'ri ter. 

1 DC 
Slav&ry 
471 words 

ltv name is George Thompson, I was born in lJ'onroe County, Kent51ck;y 

near the Cumberland river Oct. 8, 1854:, on the 1Tanfred, Furgeson plantation, 

who mnned about 50 slaves. Mister Furgerson was a preacher and had three 

daughters and was kind to his slaves. 

I was quite a small boy when our family, which included an older 

sister, was sold to Ed. Thompson in M~cal.f Co. Ken~ucky, who ovmed about 50 

other slaves, and as l'laS t.he custom then VTe was t;iven the na.m.e of our new 

master, "Thompson". 

I vms hardly twelve years old when slavery was abolished, yet I can 

reme.mber at this late date most of the happenings as they existed at that time. 

I vms so youne SJ1d unexperienced when freed I remained on the Thompson 

plantation .for four years after the war and worked ror mw board and clothes 

as ooaoh boy and any other odd jobs around the plantation. 

I have no educ~d;ion, I can neither read nor writef. as a slave I VlaS 

not allowed to have books. On Sundays I would ec ilIbo the woods and gather 

ginseng which I would sell to the doctors for from lOt to 15fl a pound and with 

this money I vlould buy a book that was oalled the Blue Back Speller. Our master 

vrould not allow us to have any books and when we were lucky enough to own a book 

we .. {ould he. ve to keep it hid. for if our r.a ster would find us with a book he 

would whip us and take the book from' us. A:rter recei vine; three severe l"rhippings 

I gave up and never again tried for any learning, and to this day I can neither 

read nor write. 

Slaves were never allowed off of their plantation without a written 

pass, and if caught away from their plantation without a pass by the Pady-Rollers 



'~:, . . :, 
or Gorillars ~'ho were a band of ruffians) they were wh~~ped. 

. '.li" 

\ 

.l\s there were no oil lanps or ce.ndles~ another bl'a,ck boy and myself \ 

Vlore st.tioned at the dininG table to hold Crease lamp. ror' the vrhite rolks to \ 

see to e~ t • And 'we ,",ould us e brushe s to shoo away the fl ie s • \ 

In 1869 1 left the plantation to GO on lIIY' own. I landed in Hearl 

County" Kyo and went to vlOrk for Nr. GeorGe Parish in the tobacco fields at 

tj25 0 00 per year and two suits of' clothes;after "{orkin£; two years for Hr. Parish 

I left. I drifted from pluce to place in Alabru::w. and l1ississippi~ working first 

at one place and then another~ and finally drifted into Franilin in 1912 and 

went to work on the Fred I,~urry fam on Xla::K Hurricane road for 10 years" I 

e.rterwnrc.s wc!'"ked for Ashy FurGerson" a house mover. 

I have lived at my present address, 651 North YOU!l£ St. sinoe coninz 

(Can furnish photograph if wanted) 
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Rev. Wamb le, Gary, Indiana 

Rev. W8IIlble was born a slave in Monroe County, Mississippi, in 

1859. The Westbrook family owned many slaves in charge of over-

seers who managed the farm, on which there were usus lly two hun­

dred or more slaves. One of the Westbroo~ daughters marr1ed a 1~. 

Wamble, a wagon-maker. The Westbrook fami~y gave the newly-weds 

two slaves, as did the Wamble family. One of the two slaves com­

ing from the Westbrook family was ReV. Wamble's gx-andfather. It 

seems that the slaves took the name of' their master, hence Rev. 

Wanible's grandfather was named Wamble. 

Families owning only a few slaves and in moderate circum­

stances usually treated their slaves kindly since like a farmer 

with only a few horses, it was to their best interest to see that 

their slaves were well provided for. The slaves were valuable, 

and there was no funds to buy others, whereas the large slave 

owneri were wealthy am one slave more or less made little diff­

erence. The Reverend's father and his brothers were children of 

original African slaves and were of the same age as the Wamble 

boys and grew up together. The Heve:t-end's grandfather was manager 

of the farm and the three Wamble boys worked under him the snme 

as the slaves. Mr. Wamble never permitted any of his slaves to 

be whipped, nor were they mistreated. 

Mr. Westb~ook was a deacon in the Methodist Church and had two 

slave over-seers to manage the farm and the slaves. He was very 

severe with his slaves and none we~e ever permitted to leave the 

farm. If the7 dtileave the farm and were found outside, they were 
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arrested and whipped. Then Viestbrook was mot1i'ied and one o~ the 

200 

oVer-seers would come and take the slave horne where he would again 

be whipped. The slave was t1ed to a cedar tree or post and lash-

ed with a snake whip • 
' •. S,,-~ "Tl~'{' '. ':<_: 

Rev. Wamble's mother was a Deerbrook slave and when the 
-'\ 

and was two years of age, his IIlOther died from a miscarriage 
ReVer-( 

caus-
I 
! 

ed by a whipping. Vfuen the w~en siaves were in an advanced stag4 

of pregnancy they were made to lie face aown in a speci~lly dug 

depression in the ground and were whipped. Other\"1~ they were 

treated like the men. Their arms were tied around a cedar tree 

or post, and they were lashed. 

Since the Reverend appeared to be a promising slave, both the 

Westbrooks and the Wambles wanted him, much like one Vlould wB,nt a 

valuable colt today. Since the Reverend's grandmother was a West­

brook and the Wambles treated the slaves much better, she wanted 

him to become a Wamble. She hid the child in a shed, what would 

probably be a poor dog-house today, and fed the child during the 

night time. 

During this period of his life the Reverend remembers what 

happened to one of the Westbrook slaves who had run away. One 

evening he came to the Waitlb.le home and asked for some supper. 

Wamble toolt: the slave into his home and after feeding him, placed 

I 
j 

) 
I 
\ ,. 

a log chain which was hanging above the fire-place, around the slave's 

waist, iert him to sleep on a bench in front of the fire-place. The 

next morning after the slave was given breakfast by the Wambles, 

Westbrook, his son and over-seer appeared. Rev. Wamble in his 

hide-out remembers being awakened by. the sound of the slave being 
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whipped and the moaning of the slave. After the whipping, the 

slave was turned loose. After he had gone about a mile through 

the bottom-land toward the river, Westbrook turn&d his hounds loose 

on the s lave l s tracks. The hounds treed the slaV'e before he had 

gone another mile, much like a dog would tree a cat. 

201 

The Westbrooks pulled the slave down from the tree and the dogs 

slashed his foot. The slave was then whipped and long ropes plac-

ed around him. He was driven back to the Wamble place with whips 

where he was once again whipped. They they drove him two miles to 

the westbrook place where he was whipped once more. \~natever be­

came of the slave, whether he died or recovered, 1s unknown. One 

unusual feature of this story is that Westbrook who permitted his 

slaves to be whipped, was a church deacon, whereas Vlamble, who 

never attended church, never whipped or mistreated hi s slaves. 

The Reverend states that in the community where he resided 

the slaves were well treated except for the whippings they re­

cei veda They were well-fed, and 11' injured 0.1:' siok, were attend­

ed by a doctor on the same principal that 8 person would care for 

on injured horse or sick cow. The slaves were valuable, and it 

was to the best interest of the owner to see that they were able 

to work. 

In case 01" slaves having children, the children became the 

property of the mother's owner. If the south had won the war, 

Wamble would ha va been a Westbrook since his mother was a Westbrook 

slave, and if it lost, he would go to live with his father and take 

the name of his father, a Wamble slave. So until the war was over 

he was hid out much like a small child would br1ng a stray dog home 

and hide it somewhere for fear tbat if his parents discovered it, 



it would be taken away. 
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The living quarters of the slaves Were made of logs covered 

with mud, and the roof was covered with coarse boards upon which 

dirt about a foot in depth was placed. There were no floors ex-

cept dirt or the bare ground. The furniture consisted of a small , 

stove and the beds were two boards extending from two walls~ the 

extending ends resting on a peg driven into the ground. This 

would make a one~legged bed. The two boards were covered across 

ways with more boards and the slaves slept on these boards or 

upon the dirt floor. There were no blankets provided for them. 

For food the slaves received plenty of meat, potatoes, and what-

ever could be raised. If the master had plenty to eat, so did 

the slaves, but if food was not plentiful for the rna ster, the slaves 

had less to eat. 

Only one of the three Wa~ble boys joined the southern army. 

Until the war was over, the other two boys who refused to go to 

war hid out in the surrounding woods a.nd hills. The only time 

the Reverend's father left the farm was to attend his ~~ster Billy, 

when he was in a hospital recovering from wounds received in battle. 

Wamble was a wagon-maker, and he made two or three wagons which 

usually took about six monthS a Then he hitched teams to them and 

went north to Missouri, Kansas and Arkansas and kept going until 

he had sold the wagons and teams, keeping one wagon and team, with 

which to return home. Some times the master would be gone £cr a 

period or nine to twelve months. During his absence the Reverend's 

gra.ndi'ather was in charge of the farm. 

The grandmother of Rev. Wamble was a full-blooded African 

negro, brought to this country as a slave at seventeen years or 
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age. She was a very large and strong woman and was often hired out 

to do a man's work. Slaves were forb1dden to have papers in thei~ 

possession and s1nce they were forbidden to read papers, hardly 

any slaves could read or write. There never was any occasion or 

need to do these things. It was not known tp~t the ReveDendts 

grandmother could read and wr1te until after the aivil War. The 

Reverend remembers his grandmother bringing an 0 ld newspaper to his 

hide-out during the Civil War, late at nigh~, after the Wamble 

family had retired, and making a candle fram fried meat grease and 

a cord string, which made a very tiny light. She placed some old 

blankets oval' the walls so that no light could be seen through the j 

cracks in the hut. She would then place the paper as near as ( 

possible to the light, without burning it, and read the paper. It 

was neVer d1sco'vered where or how she learned to read and write. 

If a young, good .. looking, husky negro was trustworthy, the 

family would make him the driver of the family carriage. They 

would dress him in the best clothes obtainable and with a siIk-
'. 
" 

fin1shed beaver skin' hat. 'The driver sat on a seat on the top 

and towards the front of the carriage. lIe was compelled to stay 

on this seet when waiting for any of the family that he might be 

driving, regardless of the weather or the length of time What he 

had to wait. 

The mail was carrled in the same kind of vehicle with negro 

drivers. In each town there was a certain rack at which this mail 

carr1age would stop in each village or wherever the designated stop 

was made. Upon nearing the rack and c()tn1ng to a stop, the driver 

would blow a bugle call which could be heard for miles around, and 

people hearing this bugle would come and get their meil. The 

I 
I 
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Reverend remembers that several of these drivers froze to death 

during the cold weather, and that in the winter, many times the 

! , 
i 

I 
i 
I 
! 
I 

horses on the mail carriage upon coming to this rack would stop,! 

and the dr1ver would be sitting frozen to death in his seat. 

Men would take him down, carefully saving the silk beaver-
i 
I 

skin ha t for some other dri V'er. j 

, .... (-) -~ 
~ ":1 

Since the slaves had no votes, they had no interest in politics 

when they became free and knew nothing about political conditions 

other than that after the Civil War they were free and b~d a vote. 

As a boy the Reverend remembers seeing the vrh.ite and blacl: soldiers 

marching on election day. 

The politicians would always tell the negroes what was good 

for them and making it appear that it was for their best interest, 

and they should vote for him, always gi v1ng them the desert first 

and making them think that they were on the level no matter what 

the meal might be or what hardships they were causing the negro to 

suffer. On one instance after the negroes were forbidden to vote 

they marched in a body to the polls and demanded D, Democratic 

ballot and were then permitted to vote. 

Rev. Wamble was twenty-seven yea,rs of age before he saw and 

read his first newspaper. He lived with the Wambles for twenty 

years after the war, when his father. then in partnership with another 

man, purchased forty acres of land. He attended his i'irst school 

for a period of two months only in 1871. In 1872 the government 

built a school on his father's farm and it was taught by a mission­

ary. The school term was for a period of three months each year. 

The Reverend attended this school for seVen years. 

In 1880 he married the first time. His first wife died in 
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Memphis, Tamassee, in 1888. By this marriage there were four 

children. On Felrruary 1, 1892, the Reverend with his two surviv- I 
ing children all entered school at a collage in Little Rock, Arkan- ) 

sase One of his daughters died in the third year of her school 

year, but the other graduated i'rom the NOI'Ill8l School and was f:l 

teacher tor several years. At the present time she is married to 

a minister in Louisiana and is the mother of ten children and is 

a nurse. The three oldest children have degrees and the others 

are expected to do the same. 

The Reverend married his second wife in 1894. She died in 

1907. By this marriage nine children were born. 

The Reverend has been in the ministry for thirty-seven years. 

Seeing the need ot making more money, two of his sons came to Gary, 

Indiana, to work in 1924. Now both are working in the post-office. 

Two years later he come to Gary for the same reason and after work­

ing two years in the coke plant, VlSS laid off due to the depression. 

The youngest daughter of the RelLTerend by his second marr1age grad­

uated from a college in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, and 1s now teaching 

in New York City. 

Although the Reverend 1s advanced in years, he is quite active 

and healthy. He says he has a small pension and 1s just waiting 

until 1t'1s time to pass on to the next world. 

and seventeen grandchildren living. 

He has six children 

As the Reverend remamber&d the south, none of the white people 

worked at manual .labor, but usually sat under 8 shade tree. TheY' 

were usually olerks, bookkeepers or tradesmen. 

AD:DB 
9-21-37 
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The Biograp~ of a Child Born in Slavery. 

Samllel Watson, a citizen of Evansville" Indiana, was born in Webster County, 

Kentucky, Februar.! 14,1862. His master's home was located two and one half miles 

from ClaYI Kentucky on Cr~borchard Creek. 

ItUncle Sa:mmy" as the negro children living near his home on South East Fifth 

Street co.11 the old man, posseeses an unu8uaf'rclear memory. In fact he remembers 
~ . 

seoing the .oldie ... and hearing the report of /annon while he ..... yet an, infant. 

One story told by the old ne:sro relates 'hol': "old missus" saved "old massa's 

:r..orses". The story folloW'S: 

The mistress accompanied bye, rnnr.ber of sle.ves 'WaS walking out one mcrn:'r,g 

f 
,$ ( 

and all were startled by the sound of hurryins horses. Soon me.ny mounted soldiers 

couln be sl?cn comins over a hill in the distance. The child Sarr.uel was later 

tole that the soldiers vrere mcking their way to Fort Donelson and were pressing 
!).." .. ~;!\" ..... """~ 

~10rses into service. The~r were a1 so enlisting negroes into .osrvice whe~) possible. 

Old master, Thomas Watson, owned many good able-bodied. slaves and :many splen-

did horses. The mistress realized the de.nser of loss and cpenine; the "big gate" 
·,r 

that s6'lJarated the cGrfd~ fro:t;l the forest Itmc.s I furs. Watson ran into the midst of 
.. f\ ' 

the horses shouting and frailing them. The frightened horses ran into the for-

est off the highv/ay and to?mrd the river. 

When the soldiers stopped at the lyatson plantation they found only a few old 

work horses standing under a tree and not desiring these they want on their way. 

The little negro boy ran and h:i,d himself in the corner made bye. zreat outside 

chinL~eYI where he WaS found later, by his frightened mother. Uncle Se,n.uel re-

members that the horses c~~e home the follov.ing afternoon, none missing • 

. Uncle Samuel remembers when the ~r ended and the slaves ware emancipated. 

"Some were happy t' and some were sad t" Many dree.ded leaving their old homes and 

their mesterst families. 

Unole Samuel t s mother and three ohildren. were told that they 'VIere free people 

and "the master asked the mother to take her little ones and go a:way. 

~oomp~1ed and took·her family to the plantation of Jourdain James, hoping 

l 
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to work and keep her frurdly" together. Wages reoeived for her work failed to sup­

port the mother and children so she left the employ of Mr. James and worked from 

place to pIe.ce until her children became he.lf starved and without clothing. 

The older children, rememberin~ better and happier days, ran away from their 

~x mother and went back to their old mster. 

Thomas Watson.v~nt to Dixon, Kentucky and had an article of inden~ure dra~ 

up binding both Thomas and Laurah to his service for a long number o~ years, 

Little S&lnuel onl~/ remained. with his mother 'Who took hin!. to the home of Willi8l!l. 

Allen Price. Mr. Price's plantation 'WaS situated~in Webster Cou..Tlty, Kentucky about 

half-v.'F.y between Providence and Clay on Craborchard Creek. Mr. Price had the 

little boy indentured to his service for a period of eighteen years. There the boy 

lived and ~~rked on the ple~tation. 

He said he had a good home among good people. His ~Aster gave him five real 

whippings within a period of fourteen years but Unole Samuel believes he deserved 

every lash administered. 

Uncle Se~uel loved his mester's f~~ly, he speaks of 1ass Lena, Miss Lula~ 

Master Jefferson and Master JolUl and believes they are still' alive. Their 

presen.t home is at Cebra" Kentucky • 
....... 

It was the custom for a slave indentured to a master to be given a fair 

education, a good horse, bridle, saddle and a suit of olothes for his years of 

t1lJ, but Mr. Price did not believe the boy deserved the pay and refused to ~pay 
, him. A 'f."'Ye~ friend sued in behe.lf of the ~gro and reoeived a judgement of 

$115.00 (one hundred. and fifteen dollars). Eighteen dollars repaid the laWyea for 

his. service and Samuel started out with $95.00 and his freedom. 

Evansville becaine the home of Samuel Watson in 1882. The trip was made by 

train to Henderson then on transfer boat along the Ohio to Evansville. 
, 

The young negro· -.n' DS fmpressed by the boat and orew and.:39.idhe loved the 

, , .to'WIlfr()]ll the first glimpse. 
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Dr. BacoD,e. prominent citizen living at Chandler Avenue and Second Street" 

employed Samuel as coachman. His Ilext service '1;1).8 e.s house-m~.n fer Levi Igle-

heart, 1010 Upper Second Street. Mr. Izleheert grew to trust Samuel and gave him 

me.ny privileges allowing him to Care for horses and to lII&nage busi.ness for the 

family. 

Samuel "WaS married in 1890, His wife 'was born in Eve.nsville B.nd knew nothing 

of slaver;{ by birth or indenture. 

Uncle Sanuel ¥''"e.S given a job at the Trinity Church" corner of Third and Che.st-

nut Streets. Mr. Iglehee.rt recoInmended him for the· position • He received $30.00 
. 1 

pper month for his services for e. :;:>eriod of six yeE'.!~s. 

l'r. licNeely employed him for severe.l ye(\rs as janitor for lodges and secret 

orders. The old ne~;ro 'WP.S also a :?e.:r;er hanger e.nd -w.1l cle!.'1.ner c.ne. did 'well un-

till the pe.nic seized him as it did others. 

Uncle Samuel 'was entitled to an old c..se pension 'V!hich he recieved from· 

1834 until 1935 but January 15th, 1S'56 something went wron/; and the money was 

with held. Then uncle Samuel was· sent to the poor house. Still he we.a not unhappy 

and did what he could. to make others happy_ 

In 1936 he age.in applied· and rectived the pension. $17.00 per month is paid 

for his upkeep, his only b.bor consists of tending a little garden e.nd doine; light 

chores. He lives v.dth-Williem Crosby on S. E. Firth Street. 

La ua.'1'\8. ere e I 
1415 S. Barker Avenue 
Evansville, Indie~a. 
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r'cft:ronee. J\.. Nancy \i'.hallen, 924 ,t"earl i:Jt ... New j~lbany • .Lnd. 

8. vbaervation of the writer. 

Nanoy Whallen it) now about 81 years of age. Jhe doesn't know 

exaotly_ She was about 5 year of age when f"reedom wasdecl:H"ed. 

20U 

was born and raised in Hart County near Ha.rdinsburg, i\.entucky. Lihe 

is very hard to talk to o.s her momory 1s fai.ling and she On not hear 

venwy well. 

The little negro girl lived the usual life 'of a rlll"nl negro in 

. Civil r.ar T1me and a.fterwar>els. aha ~om.embcrB the t!Bojers fl coming 

t ;':ru the place and asking for food. ~)ome of them crunped on the 

j'arm and talked to her and teased her. 

She tells about one big nigger c&11ed f/;:;'cott" on the pltlce who 

could outwork all the others. Hevtould ha.ng his hat and shirt on 

a tree 11mb and work all day long in the bla~ingsun on the hottest 

da,.. 

:rhe oolored fo l ks used to have reviva18, out in the woods. Thoy 

would sometimes build a sort of brush shelter with leQvos for a 

root and •• Mioe • would be held bere. Pl"'oO<lb1n t and shouting' 

lometlm •• lasted all day SundaY's. Colored .fo:Lks came r~om. miles 

around .hen the,. pOt'i slbl.,. could ,et fl" .. ,._ Tho •• attairs were 

111WlI1J" h4tld aW&J tr. the ""hiu. folka" who aeldom it eveX' 

••• ,he.. pthert.naa-
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NJi.NCY WIiALLEN 

1'he old woman remembers the Big Eolipso of the sun or the 

"Day of Dark" as she culled it. The ohickens all went to roos'tl 

and the darkies all thought the end of the world had come. ~l"he 

cattle lowed and everyone 'Nae soared to death. 

01H;) 11 vad dovln ill L.cntuc ky atter the War until she was quite a 

young Y{oman and then cume to Indiana ,1here ahe has lived ever sinoe. 

She lives now with her daughter in Ne" Albany. 



. '-. 

.~ _..., 
.l~ .• . .~ .. ) 

/ ' .-f \ . , : "," ) 
." .' iii. 

ParD count}" 
'Special J~81gnment 

::nt.Gl~io'.-1 w'i-:;h l..ndOr"SOll 'i/hi tted, 
colored oo~Msl&ve, of Roc~~lle, 
Indiana. 

~1Y' UObSOIl 
::.list. 1/4. 

loir. ',.'hi ttod will be 89 yea.r::: old, ,: l.;·~~t :..lontil, Ootober 1931. He was 

born 1n ·Jru..."1i~e l:OlUlty, North Carolilla.. His nother took oare of' the white , 

.;nildren ao h~r lUne children \.'(ert~ v~ry well treated. The master was a 
. '" 

Doctor. '1'110 f'fln~ ... ly were Hiokory '~uakors and did not believe in mistreating 

wear to church on !..:undaj. Deap! t(~ a lU'I.'j" thnt proh1bi ted books to !!e~es. 
=-

hls .faMily Ln(1 &. Bi1:;le. (~:..;.d an e13!.lo.u.tal."Y spelling book. 1il". )"vhitted.'s 

father 1.':.1011$0;1 to hie :U'!f~Sb01"S i:""li'-'urothor end. lived fourteen miles 

away. He w:;s allowed 0. horso to GO see them O'tlcry tIro weeks. The .f&ther 

could read, anJ. Gpell vory w011, so would. teacl:. them on his visits. Mr. 

Whitted lCfJ.rnGJ. -:':;0 :C0aJ. t:i.(;; 13:tb10 j~il'st. tll.on i.i~ lator years has learned 

fhe DootoX' o:'ten too::~ :.il'. ~-;}d.tt;ed' S grfllidmotl,.er with him to help oare 

for- the sick. Wll'...cm tho war broke out the L.aater I s son joined the southern 

...t tor the boy_ On tho way homo tJle Dootor died bpt the '1 -nndtnother 

got the boy home and nuruedhiln back to health. Lit"e for 'hl!e ,!.l8groes was 
e 4 ' 

d:1ff'erent a.tter the "on bOYU:l running the place, he was not good to theta. 

_. Whitted was then 10 yG&l"S old, r"[J.d the older brother- wa, the overSNr. 

!he .. ptoee hnd beenallowad a ahe.re' of tho o~pa but the IWW ... ate,. ~ 

tu.ecl ... auyth1ng to lin on. I.n tha.t reGion the wh-.t was }t"\M' _ated 

9jl ,... - . 

.. 1d.dtU.. of June. fhere wa.. a t.l, orop thAt year. but the en1;lN t-17 '\ 

.. ~ out ""rON 'btl. ban'fn. 'iQ1;b uthlD&. lit:r. Whit ... 14lft Ill • 

.... ...... _till ", .... and ... oht~ .i*-, ..". ..... ,.., ... 1. 
': ,. " " ..... ' , 
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La rn~~ the 14 miles tor his father to ftlld out .. ~ha.t to dQ. The 

rather borl"oued ~10 toar~3 Il..wl "agons, rented e. hOUGO in the edge 

vf town. and movod tHO frut'.J.ly .Ln. 

Tho slaves were froad nbo;;.t t.Li..l.t tir;~e, {I.ud for t~lE~ first 

The fath.er Vfe~lt to the bo"tternor for food. The goverllmont TillS allow-

in~ hard tuck ~lld piokled beef ror tllo E6croes. They racoiv(;kl t}qe1r 
-~~-

allotrlollt. u.nd \76r6 well satic:'iou. with hard taok l-eoau8o t.'I1ey were 

~'::(~ l:'eo:f' ::.: .. :.00 .':!'lu·:; lookeJ like it; ho 'ueltcrvo8cho.t it W<.:..8 horse 

on the-tr littl'l pluce. 

his firs"c fl'oedon. 

llT. ~.hittf.ld 5S nover sold, but he oi'ten CEtW procestiolls go 

avm.y from their m()tl1ers.· a.nd sold them. So.m~ old WOll1.G.%l. too old 

to work. wuu)..d them care tor th.e little ones WIt!l they were old 

. enough to 1'10$. At au Y'oe.ra old \hey _"' put to work thimling 
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:", 

earn" wo:r:odnJ; the tobaoco .. and pulling weeds. At BaTen tbq were 

taught to use a hoe.. At Ie they were full hands, working aleng 

with the older mou. j '. 

In april 1880 Hr.'ihl ttod left Oran;~e (;Qunty, it was so very 

rough it ,vas hard to make e. 11 ving. He just started. out in SMl"eh 

of .. bettGllr plaoG. leaving his wife Q.Ild sev~n ohildren there. In. 

Nover,ioer he sellt for" them, he 'W-US workin& at tho In''1ok yards in \ 

Rock-ville.. They were i'inishi1l6 the OQurt house. Ue was So anxious 

to mD.ke a l1vl.n& he often did as mllc]1 as two me11. One amld was 

born here. ~.i6 wifs di~d SOO11. aftQr COlllJ.:;'1&...to Rocmlle. ITe stay­

ed single i'or thrae years. but found he co"ld not care for his 

faraily and married a.bain. lli~ oeooli.d wire died e. number of yeara 

"&'0. He llOW spends the winters with hi$ three Ii ving de.ugt~ter8, 

and during the SU1 .. lmcr Lloni..b.s. fa. tla1..;.ghter O(.')llleS to ::'ockvil1e to 

&njoy'his hame. 

~r. 'VJhl tted' S wlcle 'belonged to a. meaJl master. The slaves 

vforked ha.rci all d.Q.y. thCll w;::re chAineCi together at night. Th. 

unele ran away in the oarly l:J8.rt of the war, Qlld after "t;iO years 

broke through the 1:.. Utt t; • a;;.iu jOillea. the northern ._~rLJy _ GOi2).g back 

&\tter ema:n.oipati on • 

/ 
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'( Alex :;':'Mt.-1.on 18 an 014 11t~1' '1I1nr1e4 dark_. n. ltJOka " llft 
be_ .. _ eo and. 85, it. 1. hfd'4 to ul1 hi ••• aM 001 ... gODe 
har4l.y ... .-do know t.het,. ._Nottage_ r y181-.84 h18 1. h1a lit--tole 
eo\·\&':oo $n4 "J).tZ. A lOf\G talk -1\11 bl aAd htl wlf. ( bl • ....,.) 

"Pl~"te4 thO fUl tone. tt J:M1 I"Wl .. ll' tle ~roee1'7 1n tAt \ frQ.' roo 

of t.be oott.f¥;e. ". ut. t.he atook "". flatUr run 4own. 1 .. "e ... ltab lh' 

11'1',1. store fi.M hla upln'hun:~ (old ~ pentU.n) th ... 014 

folk. ~nQge to get along. 

-. r.lU WOl£)t't8cm ~~~ bOrn at ~'ood.onvl11.. 1n ,i_t.-!unt1.~.n'Ue!tl. 

3u.' uroae ~n Llver trom fhmr{)"~111e. He ~a.. 6 ~o~d .1:,"~ b:1J". 

;:<o~.tbl3'1 ,eara or r.ION when ·tt~Offt wwe f:~ •• 1are4·. Ht! me-a ..... 

waa tOld '9aPM"t-tBr"r.tt who had about. Q toO &eN place en4 W'bG_ 

80ft 1n 1_ 'j,. ····1111au rim a .tore on thta Pl. .... When Willi ... 

ur:rlfld t~tA .... tt. da.u,'t";h,*r he was fr.lft1"\ Uncl. t"lex a.n4 111e raot.her 

.,(ltl bHthe,.. u a l.lNHnt.. ~11111_. willa t.ben lmo!rrn ae ~ ;i'.}Uftg ~t;..p" 
, 

~jben ~t ... OMie Old t.!a'hr ga" hie (!~')048ona) .'>\001' a big H11 

of billa. a~~onbaok' _blg &. liG t arm", forO keep tor bill. and wu 

tOft" to lea". the fUtlf!:hborho04. Alte. ttM t'f. the 014 dar~ 
-----".~' . 

"'UJ'IAed t,:he l\:)ne, t,.o h.i. , n"'. 

Uncal. lex ~bef" bie "",'llftf' taltlns hi. and o\b@r Obl1dftn 

.e.nI rumlng 4!)Wn \b$ rl .. r ~"'* a.nd,l41ng 1:1 trb.e ,,3M. 811 nigh, 

when ,,~ ee14te.. ..... fbt:,"" t~ors_t. MM ~ , .... aU, ... &1. 

at4 ••• ,,1." ~. 11l \be vle,tal', aM. blat, \be 1110048100II1_ 

Ie ~ .oldi-.. _ ... ,. AI. .... 14 be _ ft ..... , • 41.' .... 

.. ttl.bt. ...... am .. "we ..... a .1p" fl. It) .... • 
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a~tl... 'l'" :""' ... ~141$N ",jul.4 GOUla r141ng alo. ..,. 1 

\l'ley. 1t \oOJl \1\11'181 ..... . 

""n ,be \'JUt ... e ov.,. tilt l,,~.e"'r CltarM baok bOIl_ and '1M M-

_~. t: )ftltlnued \0 1' .. eM. a\ the pl.- .. ·.leYA1 •• ltc.p\ to • .. 

tow 'hot. "&Qt.4td to go ~P\h. 014~\er llved In 0 ~J'.a' big bou .. 

w1 'h all hl. fetidly aM \h9~~~ llftd in aMthers~(J4 81'" hO\AM 

O' "'uartoe,.a, nll t.oget.h"'", l~h." 'f'H't't B t. earlna. 

"olkl f'I:JtJ14 co~ror .118_ arotm4. "'··)u1d ,.·.jnat. whol. hatJe- and 

owe, aM follte 'f.!'ould ling. ert<t ~nt a,~. (lrink whlal~.7. Jf;M wh1-.. 

t~,lk. "~~d en but .. Mlp.d and had run too. :SOMtt .. 1 'if • ., Jul" 

tt rJMd to have ft11 ef;l1 ttln '" and wOOd choppine. n..fJ.Mtft w)ud 

work all ~s,. and ~.t a plle .t wooo. Af4 i.'lg 6$ a h!u... I' "'"iOft 

,he,. '4 at.op and .at "l)l meld t~at tM w1.-0 folk. ha4 t'1U4 liP 

"I ~be' w. u~.d t·G~O to revtft1e .~m.tlfM •• down n ... 

. HQP" . aft_ ~rtb047 got "ltl$lon en4 ". .bore tlad 80M \1,. .. 

~. d~n·t ~laft f,l .. klt\.1 of tiMe &.n1 MM_ ! rt'MlI.r i wtWt' ~. 

down Ito one otU).ftH revl"aI8:1"" e.f\e"nr4e. !,k)It. of t.be tolt. 

I .uM(l. to .~ ft" 4eatt ~Jl eont. :'he pre6CMf" ... ~ MAt, up 

f'nft\ wi \b ht4, aM. ne M~.4 me to ~a.ob to the tollila. :!u' t 8M 

\.bat *_. (Jo4 1\Ma'\ ...... t.haft .~·:a,. and I wou14n"'. It.· 
I . 

I *.. •• Abr ... "Ml.a ttnollna o_ln 1IIJtn1 • \1_. wh4M'l t ... yOUftl). 

It ., Ui,1 ott .. '\~h.ll1f and 1. ' .. 1Me1l to tS'l. 8~lng una ... u-
htll loU of tl_.:~h. b u" ... Oft Ule ·014 MatloMl ft0a4 tb ... 

I __ thfIF ... · flx~-4 " all up ... _ t ....... , M. \bit" ,., ..... 

AI,. u.~ .. flba t ....... G, I ......... eM .ttt,,14lt4 on a.. 

-14 P...... I .,."." .... MIl, ". I __ ""Ia •. "'" ...... 
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A _neHin' f)lB(~.'" fr_ down near HorN ell" .014 .. a .ule. ~~ba' 

'1~ul. we.. J.'~ na'ohll!jrly no coun\_ Ue ,,~}uld 1ar rl€;:bt. down 1" "'. 

tt) ""3ft "l~~ht,. I r~f)t ~nn4. 1 &Aye to m, wi te. Balle. I'll, ro1a t 

to p,e' rid of t'nflt mulG tt I htlve too trM~~ hlll tel, fA oat.. n· I 1 ~'4 

hi. ott. },·1 .... n 1 O~ b~'l()k t had nnothOy' r.1lule and ",15 I. boot;_ 

hie male ib. W\~Z a!l~r;r; gttl ,ny L'ut when ¥ f~t.t~ned her up .you 

1"!z')uldn', h.a.n knoon h~r. n 

tt:lnally 1 let' the old i.Jloo~ Mel we cotae not-tll to .I n41ana., 

~\'. eittt.le<1 here Dud "'".. beAn b"r~ tor' 50 yao.rr. nbGurt. 1 .orlte4 

'n thft old ., o111n;·',!.111.'n<'i :'t" t~en nn i,fflcer '.n the 'E~ptl., 

<~hurrh at. 'I'd nnd. '~61n for 41 ··'~.nrtl. 11 

'':.11 ma'_, I donft believe tn ~hoet6 but 1: r.10 in s~)lrl". (andother 

dler,U8\ftd .nt tt' r..."rn the B~·H3()nd t1~ fe) l' J'leMmber- 1M time J.8t 

ntt.~r my f1"~' ~J't. dted "~ wan a e1ttln f'l("l"~t In that cl';.sir your 

at t tin ~ n n.)W .'h;- tront. c1'lOr 0: ~ood ~.I.i 1.0 come e. tllr; ':")14 grey 

"~iul., .and 1 ,U,dn t , !ltl.,e no or-'1 mule. tn otle C)iU3 Just aD ea., 
like, t>ut. OM t'oot d~J'l slori, &J~ t.hen the ()t!'~or. am then t.ho o\her 

I eay. ':,;tule B',t:)Ut. (tf :~ere •. '()U 18 t;:>ln thrt)Uf'il t-hn\ floQr. sure 

0.8 ItlUl'e hom. Oet out. t.lillt. do")!'. t ~~u1e lool'ted Qt me ead-l1ke 

and then J uat dlsa .' .aNd. l¥1 1. n 1. te ,1t\Cct .atJ .., ttrot 'fItte. 1ft 

,Nt clothe. ,he 1}748 !:'urledln. -'he oome U:;l 'to e» ~nd 'i. pt&t''1, .... 

ANund I-:.r.hotI couldn't t~ftl nothln' (ooottber enlff fPOlJ \!10 ... 

'. OoM wlt.) and t ~fi'y'. !iabe. what. you r'tlntt' 

Then,the started \0 ~l' 11\'1 .. nnd 11'\1&r and law •• and 

"Ml1, "ra' pl,~h' .. , thrc)'lf!l'b \he tlOfW. It wU bop .p1nt, the' • 

.. ba'lt .... ~, ( .. F! ...... la,. tbe .. e<m4 "tt •• ) 

-AftO\ber'''' ... _ .. , ... bJ ... it ....... aM Mt\a .. glt. up 
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.... 1 .. 1' 011 aMth .... ~ "he" l' HI be" .. al .. pl"t.-
-217\ 

III 11_ M IJO ..... 4Mfn 1n K.,,'uok, Oft .1.'" •• V» rolltt 
lb ...... , ,~ • 'bln~ fop beG and v1\'1... H... th., ... • • 
•• lrials -Oft' ••• n f~l .. a 4rlnk ot •• , ..... wa,." 

tlna'lI ,he ~'l~ F!,ct' ua. r.J~ an4 rq .,1t. ~.", w. whel .., 

e8II 8tl1,.4 two mont,h.8. ~.8 5 'N' In\hll b:n .... &Ad. it l' .... 1" 
I' 

eete In hO,. •• ':-~'n. w. tN ~~oln 401Vfn 1ft iZen\uctq aa4 never 00.1. t 

bMlt no 1:\13" ... 

'the 014 ~ and hi. :;;;It. Ntted tne.Hl\ the front, ,door :".04 .... 

• 4 me to O~ oneil tlt,';aln and •• tlH1 talk 8"rae aON about, old \1H •• 

. w 
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