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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

"1 don't know exactly how old 1 am. 1 was six or seven wban the 

war ended. I member dis - my mother said 1 was born on Christmas dal"'. 

Old master was goin' to war and he told her to take good care of that 

boy -- he was go in , to make a fine little man. 

"~d I live up to it? 1 reckon 1 was bout as smart a man as you 

could jump up_ The work didn't get 1;00 hard for!!!._ 1 farmed and I 

sawmilled a lot. Most of my time was farmin t • 

"I been in Jefferson County all my life. 1 went to school three 

or four sessions. 

"About the war, 1 member dis - 1 raember they carried us to Camden 

and I saw the guards. I'd say, 'Give me a pistol.' They'd say, 'Came 

back tomorrow and we'll give you one.' They had me runnin' back there 

every day and I never did get one. They was Yankee soldiers. 

"Our folks' master was William E. Johnson. Oh Lord, they was just 

as good to us as could be to be under slavery. 

"After they got free my people stayed there a year or two and then 

our master broke up and went back to South Carolina and the folks went 

in diff.erent directions. Db Lord, my parents sho was well treated. 

Yes ma'm. If he had a overseer, he wouldn't low him to whip the folks. 

He I d say, 'Just leave em till I come home.' Then he'd give em. a light 

breshin' 0 

1 
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~ father run off and stay in the woods one or two months. Old 

master say, 'Now, Jordan, why you run off? Now I'm go1n' to give you 

a light breshin' and don't you run off again. t Dlt he'd 1~1l off again 

after awhUe. 

"Be had one man named Miles Johnson just stayed in the woods so 

he put him on the blook and sold h1ln. 

"I seed the XU Klux. We oolored folks had to make it here to 

Pine Bluff to the oounty band. If the Rebels kotoh you, you was dead. 

"Ob Lord yes, I voted. I voted the Publioan tioket, they oalled 

it. You know they had this Australia ballot. You was sposed to go 

in the oaboose and vote. They like to soared me to death one ttma. 

I had °a desoription of the man I wanted to vote for in my pooket and 

I was lookin' at it so I'd be sure to vote for the right man and they 

caught me. They said, 'What you doin' there? We're goin' to turn you 

over to the sheriff after electionl' They had me soared to death. I 

hid out for a long time till I seed they wasn't goint to do nothin'. 

WoMy wife's brother was one of the judges of the eleotion. Same of 

the other oolored folks was oonstables and magistrates -- same of em 

are now -- down in the oountry. 

"I knew a lot about things but I knew I was in the United States 

and had to bow to the law. There was the compromise they give the 

oolored tolks _. half of the offioes and then they got em out after

wards. John M. Clayton was runnin' for the senate and say he gou' 

to see the oolored people had equal rights, but they killed him as he 

was gwine through the oountry speakin'. 

2 



"The 'lh1te people have treated _ Tel'T •• 11" but they don't pay us 

enough tor our work ... just enough to liv,. oa Q.d hardly that. I can 

say with a clear conscience that if it hadn't 'been for this reliet, I 

don't bow what I'd do - I'm not able to work~ Itm. ,proud that God 

Almighty put the spirit in the man (Roosevelt) to help u.~· 

3 



Intervle .. r ______________ Mr __ .~._Ba __ rn __ lo_e __ Bo __ wde __ n ____________ __ 

Person lnte~e .. 4 Lizzle McOloud 
1803 Short 13th street, Pine mutt, Arkansas 

Age lSO? 

- --- ~ - - - ---- ~ ---- - - - ~ --- - - ~ - - ~ - --- ~ 

"I was ODe ot 'em bless your heart. Yes mat.! yes ma'., I 

wouldn't tell you a l1e 'bout that. It I can't tell you the truth I'. 
not golD' tell you noth1n't 

"Oh yea, I c.s a young lady in slavery times - bred and born 111 

Tennessee. Miss Lizzle and Jlarse John Willlams - I belonged to them -

sho dldJ I was scared to death at the 1fhl te talks. )I1s8 Lizzle - ahe 

mean as the devil. She wouldn't step her toot on the grou.u4. ahe 80 

rich. No ma'm wouldn't put her toot on the ground. Bave her carrlage 

drive up to the door 8Dd have that sllk carpet put down tor her to walk 

on. Yes Lord. Wouldn't halt teed us and they _nt and nemed me atter 

her. 

"I know all about the stara tall1n'. I was out ln the tleld and 

just came in to get our dinner. Oot so dark and the stars begin to 

playaroun'. Mistress say, 'Lizzle, it's the ju~nt.' She was just 

a hollerin'. Yes ma'. I was a young woman. I been here a long ttma, 

yes ma '., I been here a long time. Worked and whlpped,. too. I l"Wl 

off many a time. Run ott to see lfr1 DIB1IIIDY three or tour miles trca where 

I was. 

"I never ftS sold but they took we young WCJDO:D. and brousht U8 401111 

"",", 

. / 
.-::;-/ 

in the country to another plantatioD where they raised corn, wheat, and he"'e 
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C'Veraeer whipped us too. Marse J' ohn had a brother n..d Marse .&Delrew 

and he was a good man. He'd say to the overseer, '1i01l don't whip the .. 

girls 80 much, they can't work.' Oh, he was fA good man. Oh t White 

tolks _s the devil in alavery tu.s. I REi.cared to death of t ... 

Tney'd have these long cow hide Whipa. Honey. I was treated bad. I 

seen a time in this world. 

·Oh Lord, yes, that was long t tore the are I _s right dom on my 

master's place when it started. !hey said it was to tree the nigger •• 

Jb. Lord, we was right under it in Davidson County where I cc.e trca. Ob. 

I..ord, yes, I mowed all about when the 'AI' s'tartecl. It se fA young _0, 
a young waman. We was treated just like dogs and hogs. We seed a hard 

t ima - I know what I'll! talk1n; about. 

ItOh God. I seed the Yankee.. I saw it all. We was 80 scared _ %'W1 

under the house and the Yankees called 'Caae out Dinah' (didn't call nODe 

~t us an.ything but Dinah). !hey said 'Dinah, we're tight in , to tree you 

e..!ld sst you out trCll'l under bondage.' I sure understood that but I didn't 

java no better sense than to go back to mistres •• 

·Oh Lord, yes, I seed the Ku Klux. 'rhey didn't bother me cause I 

iidn 1 t stay where they could; I was way under the hoWle. 

"Yankees burned up everything liar .. John had. I looked up tbe p1lra 

e.;-j.Q. seed the Yankees a camin'. They say ''Ie's a fight in ' tor JOU, Dinah! f 

-~ar.keeB walked in, chile, just wal.k:ed right in on us. I tell you Itft 

seed a time. You talkin' t bout 1IIU" - you better wish no more war cca.. 

: know when the war started. The Seces.ora on thia aide and the Yank ••• 

or. that side. Yea, J4i.S8, I seen enoup. My brother went and j1D.e4 the 

~ecessors and they killed htm time he got in the war. 



~o, Miasy, I never wen~ ~o no school. White tolks never learned 

me noth1n'. I believes in tellint white tolks the truth. 

-White tolks didn't 'low us to marry 80 I never married till I oame 

to Arkansas and that was one year atter surrender. 

"Firat place I landed on was john Clayton's place. Mr. lohn Clayton 

was a Yankee and he waa good to us. We worked in the tield and stayed 

there two years. I been all up and down the river and oh Lord, I had a 

good ttMe atter I was tree. I been treated right since I was tree. ., 

color is good to me and the white tolks t too. I ain f t go in ' to tell only 

the truth. Uncle Sam goin' sand me 'oross the water it I don't tell the 

truth. Better not tool with dat maul" --



Age· lG5 

-----------------~---------------------

"Welli where you been? I been wondarint 'bout you. Yes IA1nl. You sure 

"Yes, honey, I was bred aDd bawn in Davidson County, Tennessee. Come 

here one year ai't;er. surrender. 

"1(1 daughter there was ·a baby jus'" sittin' alone, now. sittint alODe 

when I came here to this Arka.nsaa. I linmr wbat I'm talkin' about. 

"Lizzie Williams, .. old mssis, was rich all cream. . Yes LatU I laI:ow 

all about it 'cause I worked for tem. 

tf I was a yoUDg masie when the War starte4 I was work:tnt for ... 

omara thaD. I knowed when they was tree--'IIha1 they' said they' was tree. 

"The Yankees wouldn't call azv- ot the colored women· anythiDg but; Dinah. 

I didn't know who they was till thq told us. Said, 'Dinah; 118' 8 ocsin' to 

free you.' 

"The white tolks didntt tr.r to scare us 'bout the Yankees tcause tluv' 

was too soared theirselves •. thaD. Y8.J3keea 1Iasnt t pl.,-int; they 118.8 f1tin1 • 

Yes, Jesus' 

"Had to work bard-and whipped too. waan'i; plqed with. liars Andr_ 

ao.me in the tield a heap a times aDd say,tDon't whip them WOl'I8D. 80 barc!i' 
they can't 1IOrk.' I thouglrb a heap of Jlars .AD.dr.-. 

HI used to see the Yankees rid:in' hos8es and th_ breastplates a sbinin'_ 

Yes la'lld. ltd run aDd thsytd sq, 'Dinah. we aintt gr.lne hurt you.t lAwd; 
thEln Y8llkees didn't oare tor nothin'. <>h. the,r... f:i.Dee 

( . 
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s. 11 

She said on ~b.e 1Ia7 they passed s_ chUdreD.. '!'hey was playiDa. .A. little 

white boy was up in a pers1Blon tree aettln t on a 11mb eating persimmons. 

He was so pretty and olean. Grandma. says, 'You think you is sane pumpkin, 

don t t you, honey child. t Be says, 'Some pumpkin and some t simmon too. t 

Grandma was a house girl. She got to keep her baby and brought him. He was 

my father. Uncle was born later. i'hen they was treed. Grandma lived to be 

:J.inety-ti va years old. lirs. Dolphy Wooly and .llrs. Shelton was her yoa,Dg 

mistresses. '!'hey kept her till she died. !'hey kept her well. 

"Grandma told us about freedCD. She was hired out to the Browns to 

make sausage and dry out lard. Five girls was in the field ,burn.iug brush. 

':'hey was white girls--Ifrs. Bro1lll t a girls. '!'hey oome to the house aDd said 

some Blue Coats cane by and said, 'You tree.' They told them back, 'That's 

no news, we was born tree. t Grandma. said that night ahe melted pewter and 

made dots on her beat dress. It .... s shiny. She wore it home un day 

'cause she was free, and ahe never left from about her own 'llhite folks till 

she died and lett them. 

"?im.es seem very good on black folks till hard cold winter and spring 

come, than times is mighty, mighty bad. It 1s so hard to keep ann tires 

and enough to eat" '.rimes ave been good. Black tolks in the YOlUlg gaura .. 

~ i on need more heart training and les8 book learning. Times is so rast 'the 

YOWlg set is too greedy. !l'hey is wastef'ul too. Same is hard workers and 

tries to live right" 

ttI wash and irons and keep a woman's little chUe so she can work. I 
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"w, said every now and then see somebo~ going baok to tbat man tried 

to get rid of theme They traveled by night and beg aloZlg from bla.ok folks. 

In ~ims they 'WOuld stq intha woods so the pebt;yroUers wouldnft run up 

on them. The pettyrollers would whoop t em if they catch t em. 

liMa told about one ~ the Y~es oom.e and made the white WOJIlEll oame 

help the nigger women cook up a big diDner. Ma was soared so bad she 

OOl.ildntt see nothing she -wanted. She said there was no talkiDg. They was 

too soared to Ba\Y a word. They sot the table and never 8. one of them told 

f om it was ree.ctr. 

flShe said bisouits so scarce after the War they took 'em 'round in 

their pockets to nibble on they taste so goode 

"I was eighteen years old when pa and ma took the notion to oome out 

hero. All of us come but one ~ister had Darried, and pa and one brother had 

a little difference. Fa had ohildren me. didntt have. They went together 

way after slavery. We got transportation to Memphis by train and took a 

steamboat to Pillowmount. That olose to Forrest City. Later on I oome to 

Biscoe. The,y final~ oame too. 

II I been pretty independent all lqV life till I getting so feeble. I 

work a sight llOWo I'm maJdng boards to kiver DW' house out at the lot now. 

I gainer get somebody to kiver it soon as I get lI\Y boards mde. 

"We dontt get no IWA aid toeptint for two orphant babies we got. They 

are my wife t s sister's little boys. 

"Well sir-ree, folks could do if' the young ones woulde Young folks 

don't. have no oonsideration for the old wore-out parents. They danoe and 

dr::x.k it bodac;,ous~ out on Satur~ ebening and about till S'W1I:1lW niglIbe 

may be vn-ong but I sees it thater W8\Y. When we get old we get helpless. 



I. 14 

lim getting teebler every year. I see that. Times goiner be bard ag t in . 

this whlter 8lld next; spring. llonBY' is soarce now tor sunner time and craps 

laid by. I teels that • own selt:now. Ever:r winter t1m.es get tough. n 



Person interv1e .. 4 .. B1~ha:rd Qa.,,*"!l. "~~l'.-".i. ;14 
~. ", ,"" ," ": ,.. ., ,;,;. .-: ... ~. . .:,.' . ' -',." .. ' .. ., .:. ,., -'~, ( .. ' . 

A__ '1S 
~-""("t_ 

-- - - ~ - -- - - - - - - - - - - - --- ~ - -- - - ~ - ------

-I .... born 1n lIewton eoua:t,., JI1a.1 •• 1pp1 the tiriri 1M%" ot the 

surrender. . I don t t th1ak JJJ7 mother •• 8014 u4 I know JIf tather was 

never sold. l1JaMcDu1el 1'8.i884 1IJ7 father and olle aiater an.r hi • .other 

diad. One sis.r lla."-.rriad whea aha tie4. ·1 he.rct h11l1.&7 when he got 

mad ha would quit work. He said old .star wouldn't let t,he mnresawhoop 

him and she woulliln'1; let h1JD whoop JJJy tather. .,. father was a black man 

but lD1 mother was lipt. Her tather waa • whit. man and her DIOther part 

Indian and 1fhl te mud, ao 1Iha1; _ It JI7 mother .. _ ODed }):r peeple __ 4 

Wash. Diok 'tub. was her 7OWL& most.r. .,. pareDt.' D8II8S was Wil11s u4 

Elsie MoDaniel. When i.. was tr •• i_ I ~ard the BQ' lionel' .Dudel te14 

them theY' was trea. He waa broke. It theY' could do _tter go Oil; he 

, . 

didn't blame them, he 'oouldn't promise them. milch now. !he:rllO.,.4 ott Oil' 

another man' 8 place to ahare orop. !hay had to work .. hard auddidn't ha .... 

no more than they had in slavel'7. ft.at 1s what theY" told _. The;y could' 

move around and visit aroUnd without aak1q. !he;y said it didn't 1igbte. 

the work none but it lightened the ratioD,. rlsh~ .amar1;, Moster KoDeni.l 1l0l' 

my father neither one went to war. 

"lr01ll the 1187 IatAYS heard 1t, the IU Ilux was the law 1tb Up" 

watohman. lhen I was • boy there _. a lot, of ateal1n& and 1M8hllhaok1q. 

FOlks meet ;you oUt and k11l you, rob you, whoop J'O'l.... tawet tM bl.ot ... 

wouldn't work u.c1 wanted 1;0 ateal. !hat lD1. nux ... the law watelt.1ns &rout. 

Folks was soared ot... I 4id ... tbeL I would l'Wl h14e. 
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"I tarmed u:p t1ll 19.,. ~"X.··" .. ""3&"'.'. J .•• :rlqi4 .ClA.:re11et . 

till they turned _ ott,R~d I ..... '1~"o14 · •••• ,,; ____ ,.l'q't "'ft _ 
. . ." . . 

the pens10n~ I beell trying to t1pre out what .1 • to 4o~ l.ild.T t coul4 7ft 
, 

tell DI8? Work at jobs when I CD pt them. 

ttl allus been votinl tnt late 78UB •. It they let acaetolks Tote in 

the :first lection, the,. would be putting in 8OlIlebody sot no busines •.. 1J1. tlle 

gover'/ment. All the tault I .e8.1n white tolks running the lOV8rt/~t 1. 

we colored tolks ain't sot work we can 40 all the tima 'So 11ft on. I thousht 

all the white tolks had jobs what ftl1t.a jobs. The oondit10ns is herd tor 

old men like ... I 'l'i3 ta tor a house every ilOD:Ill. . It i8 a co14 hou •• 

'''fhi.present generation 18 1iT1nS a ta.-t lih. 1ha1;811 don't tlley 

do?" 
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InterYi ... r, ________________ S~a~ •• 3~.~1--8_._~_'la;1_or ______________ ___ 

Person 1nterv1e .. 4 __ ~~~--~~._.t-e~r~.~.~MD~In~t~o-8h~·~~~~------
1100Bowart ;Street,L1ttleBoc1t; Arkan.a 

Age '16 

- -- - - ~ - - - ---- ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - -- - - -- ~ - - ~ - ~ --
"I was bon luly 4, 1861 at 2:08 in the moming at Lynchburg, saater 

County, South Carol1aa. 

".My mother was ~8IIl8d Lucy Bandera. 117 father ftS named SWater ~raJlt. 

OUr omer 'U.s Dr. 1. J4. Sandera, the son of 1Ir. Bartlett Sandera. ..ter 

Durant was a whi 1;e man. My moth~r 1Ias 10urteen years old when I was bora. 

I was her second chUd. !brant was in the Contederate army and was killed 

during the War in the same year I was born, and betore m::r birth. 

So14 

"lhen I was a year ol~, my mother was sold for tJ,500 in gold, and I 

was sold tor 1500 in gold to William Carter who lived about five mile. south 

ot Cartersville. !he PQDl8nt _s made in tine gold. I ftS Bold because a'7 

tolk realized that freedom waa coJaiDg and they wanted to obtain the cash 

value of their alavea. 

"My name is spelled 'Watera' wt it is pronounced 'Waiter •• ' When I 

was born, I was thought to be a very likely child and it was proposed that 

I should be a waiter. 'l'heret'ore I was called Watera (but it was pronounced 

Waiters). !hey did not spell it w-a-i-t-e-r-a, but they pronounced it that 

way. 

" ,. 
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Bow :rr.te4ca em. 
IIJ(y mother said that they had been wai tiDS a lOllS t1me to hear what 

had become ot the War, perhaps oae or two _eta~One dar when they Rft 

in the tield moulding corn, golng round the corn hoelng it and puttiaa a 

little hill around it, the conk sounded at about eleven o'clock, and theT 

knew that the long expected time had 00118. They dropped their boes and. 

went to the big house. They .. nt around to the back where the maste~ 

always met· the servants and he said to th_, 'You are all tree, tree a8 I 

am. You can go or oome as you please. I want you to star. If' you wUl 

stay, I will give you halt the crop. t That was the beg1Dn.ing ot the sbare 

cropping syst~ 

"J4y mother came at once to the quartera, and when she tound _ she 

pulled the end out ot a corn sack, stuck holes on tbe sld •• , pmt a cord 

through the top, pulled out the· end, put it on me, put on the only dresa 

she had, and made it back to the old ha.e (her tirst master's folk). 

Ihat the Slave. bpecte4 

"When the slave. were treed, tbe)" got what they expected. !hey were 

glad to get it and get away wlth lt, and that was what mother and tiL. d14. 

818ft 1f1me Preach1q 

"One tlll8 wben an old 1Ihl te man came along who wanted to preach, the 

white people gave bim a chance to preach to the niggers. !he substance ot 

his sermon was thl.: 

" 'Now when you servants are working tor your masters, you JIIlst be 

honest. When you go to the mill, don't carry along an extra saok and Plt 

some of the meal or the flour in tor yourself. .&ad when you women are cootlq 
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in the big house, don't make a big pocket under your dress and put a sack 

ot cortee and a sack ot sugar and other things you want in it.' . 

"They took him out· and hanged him tor corrupting the morals ot the 

slaves. 

Condi tions .\tter the War 

"Immediately atter the War, there was a great scarcity ot tood. 

Neither Begroes nor white tolk had anything to eat. The tew white 

people who did have something wouldn.' t let it be lm01lJ1. Jfy grandmother 

who was sixty-five years old and one of the old and respected inhabitant. 

of that time went out to find something for us to eat. A white WOJDBD. 

named Mrs. Burton gave her a sack of meal and told her not ta tell anybody 

where she got it. 

"My grandmother brought the meal home and cooked it in a large 

skillet in a big cake. When it got done, she cut it into slices in the 

way you would cut up a pie and divided it among us. That all we had to 

eat. 

House 

-The white people in those days built their houses back trom the 

front. In South Carolina, there were lota ot farms that had tour to 

twelve thousand acrea. lrrom what mother told me, )laster Bill's place set 

back trom the road. Then there was a great square place they called the 

yard. A fence divided the house and the yard adjOining it trom that part 

of the grounds which held the barn. The yard in tront and back ot the 

house held a grove. 
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"On the rear of the house, there was a porch from which the boss gave 

orders usually about four o'clock in the morning and at which they would 

disband in the evening between nine and ten--no certain time but more or 

lass not earlier than nine and not often later than ten. Back ot the 

house and beyond it was a fence extending clear across the yard. In one 

corner of this fence was a gate leading into the court. Leading out of 

the court was an opening surrounded by a semi-circular fence which en-

closed the Negro quarters. 

"The cabins were usually built on the ground--no floors. The roots 

were covered with clapboards. 

'~en I was a boy we used to sing, 'Rather be a nigger than a poor 

white man.' Even in slavery they used to sing that. It was the poor white 

n~n who was freed by the War, not the Negroes. 

',,-Furni ture 

"There wasn't any furniture. Beds were built with one post out and 

the other three sides fastened to the aides of the house. 
, ," '( 
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WI remember one night the people were gone to marry~ 'l'hat .. s whea 

all the people in the community married ~diately atter slavery. 

QIloa". 

had close on to three thousand acr.s. Ivery grown person had gone to the 

marrying, and r was at home 111 the bed I just described. 

"IIy [~dtath.r' a IlOthe~ had a chair and that was hers only_ She was 

named Senia and waa about eighty years old. ". We ,burned noth1q but p1u 

knots in the hearth. You would ptlt one or two ot those on the f'i1'8 aa4 

they would bilrn tor hours. •• were all in bed and had been tor an hour or 

two. There were some othera sleeping in the same roam. There came a 

peculiar knocking on@ran~ther' ~ chair. It' a hard to desoribe it. It 

was something like the distant beating ot a drua. Grandmother was dead, 

of course. 'fhe boys got up and ran out and brought in 80me ot the handa. 

When they came in, a little thing about three and a half' teet high with 

legs about six or eight inches long ran out ot the room. 

Xu nux nan 

"Whenever there was a man ot intluence, they terrorized h1Ja. '!'hey 

were at their height about the time of' Gran" t a election. 1IaI17 a time rq 

mother and' I have watched the. pass our door. !hey wore gowns and .~ 

kind ot helmet. The;y would be going to catch 80118 leading .egro and whip 

him. There was' scarcely a night they couldn't take a leadtas Ne~o 

out and whip him it they would catch him aloue On that account. the 

Negro men did not stay at home in Sumter ~t7, SouthCaroltDa at ailh.~ 

1 ? 
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The,. len home and .taye' together ~ !he Ii1 nux ver,-' selda 1nterfere4 

wlth a woman or a child. 

"1'11e,. otten scared colored people b,. drlnktnS lerse quantltiea ot 

water~ The,. had aaaethlns that held a lot ot water, and when they would 

raise the bucket to their mouths to drink~ they would sllp the water 1nto 

1.t. 

White Capa 

"The white caps .operated further to the northweat ot where I11ved. I 

never came in contact with them. i'bey were not the same thlng aa the XU 

Klux. 

Vot1Dg 

"In South Carol.iDa under the Recons~ruct1on, we vot~d right alcmg~ In 

1868 there were soldiers at allot the eleotion plaoea to aee that you d14 

vote. 

career Since the war 

r;: ~ 1 ? "In 1881 I married. !he year after that, ~ 't83~ I merchandiaecl • -

littlee !hen I got converted. I got it in ., head that it was wrong to 

take big profits tram busineaa, so I sold out. !hen I was asked to 88aist 

the keeper of the jaU. 

"In 1888 I went to school tor the first time. I·was then twenty-six 

years old. By' the end ot the tirst tera, I knew all that the teacher could 

teach, so he sent me to Claflin Univers1t,.. I lett there in the third ,-ear 

normal. 

"When I returned hcae, I taught school, at first in a private school 

and later in a public school tor tl5 a montll. 
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itA. man named Boyle told me that he had some ground to sell. I saved 

up $45, the price he asked tor it. nen I of'tered it to him, he said that 

he had decided ]lot to sell it. I went to town and'spent my t45. A. tew days 

later, he met me and ottered me the place asatn. I'told him I had spent., 

money_ He then ottered it to me on t1m8~ !here was' plenty ot timber on 

the place, so I got some contracts with a man named Boland and delivered 

wood to him. When I went to collect the money, he·said he would not p87 

me in money. 

itA. man named Pennington ottered me a<¥' a day tor labor. I asked it he 

would pay in money~ 

~e replied, 'It you're looking tor money, don't come.' 

ItI went home and said to my wit., t I am. going to leave here. f 

ItI came to Forrest City, Arkansas lanuary 28, 1888. I tumed in 

Forrest City, making one crop, and then I entered the ministry, and then I 

preached at Spring Park tor two years. 

"Then I entered Philander Smith College where I stayed tram 1891-

1897. I preached trom the time I lett Philander until 1913. 

"Then I studied law and completed the American Correspondence course 

in Law when I was f'itty years old. I am. still practicing. 

Wif'e and Family 

"In 1897, when I graduated tram Philander, my wl't"e and six children 

were Sitting on the tr~nt seat. 

ItI have eleven sons and daughters, ot whom six are llvinS. I had 

seven brothers and sisters. 

~ wite and I have been married titty-six years. I had to steal her away 

trom her parents, and she has never regretted coming to me nor I taking her. • 
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Interviewer's Comment 

"Brother Mack- as he is familiarly and affectionately known to hi. 

friends is a man keen and Vigorous, mentally and physically. He attend. 

Sunday school, church both in the morning and evening, and all departments 

of the Epworth Leaglle. He takes the B.pll'orth Herald, the Southwestern 

Christian Advocate, the Literary Digest, same poultry and far.m magazine., 

the Arkansas Gazette, and the St. Louis Democrat, and several other 

journals. He is an omnivorous reader and a clear thinker. He raise. 

chickens and goats and plants a garden as avocations. He has an invincible 

reputation for honesty as well as for thrift and thought. 

Nothing is pleasanter than to view the relationship between him and 

his wife. They have been married fitty-six years and seem to have achieved 

a perfect understanding. She is an excellent cook and is devoted to her 

home. She attends church regularly. Seems to be tour or tive years younger 

than her husband. Like h~, however, she seems to enjoy excellent health. 



Intervi.wer IIrs. Bernice Bowden 

Person interY1ewed Cresa Mack 
141., Short Indiana St., Pine Bluff, Ark • 

.Age 85 

~ _ _ ~ _ _ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ ~ _ _ ~ _ w 

WI can tell you someth1ng about slavery daY8~ I was born at 

South Bend, Arkansas on the old Joe Clay place~ I 'member they used to 

work 'em 8candalous. They used me at the house and I used to wait on 

old mistress' brother. He was a old man named Cal Fletcher. 

"I 'membar when they said the Yankees was comin' the boss man put 

us in wago~s and runned us to Texa.. They put the women and chillun in 

the wagons but the man had t~ walk. I know I was something over twelve 

years old. 

"Old miatress, I.I1s. Sarah Olay, took her chll1un and went to )fem-

phis. 

"MY white folks treated us very wall. I never seed ~em whip my 

mother but once, but I seen same whipped till they'a speechless. Yes 

ma'm I have. 

"I can 'member a lot 'bout the war. '!'he Lord have mercy, Pse old. 

I 'member they used to sing 

'Run nigger run, 

The paddyrollers'll ketch you, 

Run nigger run. t 

"Corse if they ketch you out without a pass they'd beat you nearly 

to death and tell you to go homa to your master. 
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"One time I was totin' water tor the woman what did the washin'. 

I was goin' along the road and seed somethin' up in a tree that look 

like a dog. I said 'Look at that dog.' The overseer was comin f from 

the house and said 'That ain't no dog, that's a panther. You better 

not stop' and he shot it out. Then I'Ve seen bears out in the cane 

brakes. I thought they was big black bulls. I was young then -- yes 

matIl, I was young. 

-when the Yankees came through they sot the house afire and the 

gin and burned up 'bout a hundred bales a cotton. They nevar bothered 

the niggers' quarters. That was the t~e the overseer carried us to 

Texas to get rid ot the Yankees. 

"Atter the surrender the Yankees told the overseer to bring us 

all up in the tront yard 80 he could read us the ceremony and he said 

we was as tree as any wh1te man that walked the ground. I didn't 

know what 'twas about much cause I was too busy playin'. 

"I d1dn't know what school was 'fore freedom, but I went about a 

month after peace was declared. Then papa died and mama took me out 

and put me in the field. 

"I was grown, 'bout twenty-four or five, when I married. Now my 

chillun and grand chillun takes care ot: me." 



Interviewer Mlsslrene Robertson 

Person interviewed Warren McKinney. Hazen. Arkansas 

Age 85 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I was born in Edgefield County, South Carolina. I am eighty-

five ye~rs old. I was born a slave of George Strauter. I remembers 

hearing them say ftThauk God Ize free as a jay bird." My ma was a 

slave in the field. I was eleven years old when freedom was declared. 

When I was littleJMr. Strauter whipped my mae It hurt me bad as it 

did her. I hated him. She was crying. I chunked him wi~h rocks. 

He run after me, but he didn't catch me. There was twenty-five or 

thirty hands that worked in the field. They raised wheat, corn, 

oats, barleyJand cotton. All the children that couldn't work stayed 

at one house. Aunt Mat kept the babies and anall children that 

couldn't go to the field. He had a gin and a shop. The shop was 

at the fork of the roads. When de war come on my papa went to build 

forts. He quit ma and took another woman. When de war closed ma 

t.J took her f~t children, bundled em up and went to Augusta. The govern-

ment give out rations there. MY ma washed and ironed. People died in 

piles. I don't know till yet what was de matter. They said it was 

the change of living. I seen five or six wooden, painted coffins piled 

up on wagons pass by our house. Loads passed every day lack you see 

cotton pass here. Some said it was cholorea and some took consumption. 



Lots of de colored people nearly starved. Not much to get to do and 

not much house roam. Several families had to live in one house. 

Lots of the colored talks went up north and froze to death. They 

couldn't stand the cold. They wrote back about them dieing. No they 

never sent them back. I heard some sent for money to came back. I 

heard plenty bout the Xu Klux. They scared the tolks to death. People 

left Augusta in droves. About a thousand would all meet and walk go-

ing to hunt work and new homes. Some of them died. I had a sister 

and brother lost that way. I had another sister come to Louisiana that 

way. She wrote back. 

I don't think the colored folks looked for a share of land. 

They never got nothing cause the white folks didn't have nothing 

but barren hills left. About all the mules was wore out hauling 

provisions in the army. Some folks say they ought to done more 

for de colored folks when dey left l but dey say dey was ~roke. 

Freeing all de slaves left em broke. 

That reconstruction was a mighty hard pull. Me and ma 

couldn't live. A man paid our ways to Carlisle, Arkansas and we 

come. We started working for Mr. Emenson. He had a big store, 

teams)and land. We liked it fine, and I been here fifty-six years 

now. There was so much wild game living was not so ?ard. If a 

fellow could get a little bread and a place to stay he was all right. 

After I come to dis state I voted some. I have farmed and worked 

at odd jobs. I farmed mostly. Ma went back to her old master. Be 

persuaded her to come back home. Me and her went back and run a 

farm four or five years before she died. Then I come back here. 



I first had 300 acres at Oarlisle. I sold it and bought 80 acres at , . 
Green Grove. I married in South Carolia. 'Ie had a fine weddill. 

':. :, 

home weddin. Each of our families furnished theweddin su~per. We 

had 24 waiters. That is all the wife I ever had. We lived, together 

57 years. It is hard for me to keep up with :my mind since she died. 

She been dead five years nearly now. I used to sing but I for~ot all 

the songs. Vie had son~books. I j01ned the church when I wast.elve 

years· old. 

I think the .times are worse than they use to be. The people 

is living mighty fast I tell you. I don't get no help from the 

government. They won't give me the pension. I oan't work and I 

can't pay taxes on m:r place. They just don't give me nothing but 

a little out of the store. I can't ~t no pension. 
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story - Informa tioD (If not enough space on this page, add page) 

YlarrenMcKinney 'WaS bomin ,Edgefield County,Sc)uthCarolbla. 
He was born a slave.' His .master was George Strauter. He ha4 
a big plantation a.nd worked twenty-five or thirty workhand8. 
There were 'twellty-fiveor thirty children too small to work in 
the field. 1Jb..y raised ootton,corn, oats, and lIheat. Hls 
mother W8.shedand ironed and cooked. He was small but well 
remembers onoe when his mother had been sick and had just gotten 
out. George Strauter Whipped her with a BWitoh on her legs. War
ren did not approve of it. Rooks "nre plentiful and he began 
throwing at him. He said Mr. George took out after him b~t didn't 
catch or whip him •.. 

George Strauter tried to tea.ohthem all how to be good. farmrs 
and be saving. Warren knew war was. going on but he didn't see 
any of it. His tather oame home several times. Be was oft 
building forts. He said he remembered a big "hurly-burly" and 
he heard 'em saying, "ThaDk God I' ze tree asa jay bird."He 
didn't know why they were fighting so hedldn'tllm.ow then why 
they were saying that. 

George Strauter had a shop at the tork ot the roads. H. had 
his.own gin. they sold ootton and bought provisions at Augusta, 
Georgia. They made some of their meal aDd tlour and raised all 
their meat and made enough lard to do the year around. 

He heard them talking about the "Yankees" burning up Augusta. 
but he saw where they had burned Ha:ai>urg. South Carolina or 
North Augusta they call it. 

After they were free he remembers his'mother bundling up her 
things and her family and them all going in en ox oart to 
Augusta to live. Warren' s mother washed, oooked and ironed 
for a living. Her husband went ott and lived with another 
woman after freedom. Warren was about eleven years old then. 
The Government furnished food tor them too. One thing that 
distressed Warren was t~~ __ !~~J,-e~p~~ di_~d!~!:._!!!.~r~_ than __ ~_~r., 

~is Information given by _____ Wi __ ar_r_8_n_._M_o_K_i_DD __ e~1 ________________________ *_*_* __ __ 

Pla oe 0 t Res ideno •. ____ H_a;;.;;.ze;..;n;;;,I...,;G~r...;e...;e;.;D;.....;Gr.;...;;;o~v.;;.e....;;.se ... t.;;..t.;;.;l;;.;e:;.;;me;;;:;.;D:;.;t~,_ • .:.r,;;;;ka:;;n::;.;.;sa;;;8=--______ _ 
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He saw five or six ooffins piled up on a wagon being taken out 
to .beburi~d. He thought it was changing houses .and ohanging 
ways o.f living. ' They didn't have shoes and warm cloth •• and 
weren't fed from white folks smoke house. Lots of the s 1& vea 

, h.!ld g~~s,Y1DptioD end di~-.:r!.gE~_"P.OW'. stout ~n~and'''''wo_n didl3. t t 
live two J'8 ars after they were freed. Lots of t hem. said they 
didn·t like that freedom and wanted to go baok but the masters 
were broke an"d oou~dn't keep many of them if they went baok. 

When warren was about fifteen years old. there was a 'White. man ' 
or two but oolored leaders mostly got about a thousand oolored. 
people'to start tor the We,st walking. Warren' had sisters and ' 
brothers who started on this trip. Warren had some:f'Ussy bro~ 
ers, his, mother was ,afraid would get in jail. They 'kept her un
easy." They -shippeCltneil·-·· .. stllff" by boat and train. He never 
saw them any mare but he heard from them in Louisiana. Louisiana 
had a bad nane in th 0 se days. 

When Warren wasebout fourteen and fifteen, his mother had them 
on a :farm, farming near Hamburg. 

When he was sixteen or seventeen, his mother an~e other 
ehi~ren e~me on the train to about where Carlisle naw is 
but it wasn't oalled by that name. There were very few 
houses of any kind. Mr. Emerson had a big store and lots 
of land. He worked blaok and white. Mt. Emerson let them 
have seven or eight mules and wagons and they farmed near 
there. He remembers pretty soon there was a depot where the 
depot now stands; a-bank. a post offioe, and two or three 
more stores, all small buildings. He liked ooming' to Arkansas 
because he got to ride on the train a long ways. It was easy 
to live here. There were lots of game and fish. 

Warren never shot anything in his life. He was no hunter. 
~ were awful. Warren made smoke to run the~:~y from the 
oows. Four or five deer would came to the smoke. Caws were 
afraid of t hem and would leave the smo:\ce. When he would go 
the deer would leap four or five feet in the air at the sight 
of him. ' 

~ben Warren lived in Augusta, Georgia, they had schools a month 
at a time but Warren never did get to go to any, so he ~antt 
read or write. But he learned to save his money. He joined a 
Churoh when he was twelve years old in South C&roli1l8. and belongs 
to the Baptist ohuroh at Green Grove now. . 

The old master in South Carolina persuaded his mother to oome baok. 
They all went baok four or five years before his mother died. While 
Warren was there he married a WaDan. on a joining farm. 
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.. 
"Both. Jq grandaoth.era and both sruc1tathera .. re ala...... __ tatUrfts 
., 

born in the __ year. as Jq Ilf)'ther al14 l1b rq IIOther taaw 1lO"h1Dc of 

slavery although both of thea mlgh1; have be_ born slave •• 

"! knew 'lIlT mother' 8 mother u4 father aa4 fill' tather' 8 mother, but I 

didnttknow'lllT tatherts father. 

"lIe was from Teus and he alw.,.. stayed there. lie never tid GOMOll" 

., 

to Lou1siua where I was born. _ mother lIa. bOrn :1Ji louisl_. but.,. 

father was born 1Jl Texas. I dontt 1mow what county or c1ty~ tather ..... 

born in. I just heard D17 grancbaother on his slde say he was born ill i'eDS~ 

"nlr1ng the War (he was born in t 65 when the liar ceased), Grandmother 
-

Katy-that liaS her n~, Katr, Xaty Klmore .... she wa_ in Lou1siaDa at tira:t-

she was l"UD. out in Texas, I suppose, to be hidclen from the Yanke •• ~ .,. 

father was born there and my grandtather st.,.4 there. Be died in Texas ancl 

then Grandma laty·cams baok to Louisiana with., tather and settled ~ , 

Ouachita Parish. 

"Grandma Kat)' was sold troll South Carolina into Louisiana to Bob .c-
Glendon, and she kept the name of Blmo1'8 1Iho was her f1rst O1Il18r 1D. South 

Carolina. It was Bob JlcClendOl1 who run h.er out.1n !exaa tct hide her tre. 

the Yankees. __ grandfather 1». !aDa kept tlla name of lud.8on~ That ... 

the name of his master in \\t%&8. ." grandma kept the l18DIt of I1IloN tr4a 

South Carol~ because he wa_ 10(',~ ·to her ..... better than Bob .oClea4q~ 
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'!'he eastern states sold their alaTes ~o the southern state. ud got all the 

money, then they treed ~ slaves and that . len theBou~ wl thout 8.D7thing. 

"Grandma lCaty had Creek Indlai& blood in her~ &he ft8 of medlum s1ze 

and height·, copper colored, hlgh cheek bones, -.11 squlncq 81811, blau . 

curly hair. Her hair was really pretty but she dldn't ourl 1t. It was j"st 

naturally curly~ She was a practical nurse as they call It, but she dld 

more of os" some people call a m1dwi~e. ~ey call 11; something else now. 
T.bey got a proper word tor 1t •. 

"They got It 1a these SOV8rnJllBnt agencies. !hat Is what abe was even 

in slavery times. She· worked tor oolored people and whlte people both. 

That was atter she was ~reed untl1 she went bl1lld. She went bl1lld three 

years bet~re she died. She d1ed at the age ot exactly one hundred yeera. 

She treated women and be.blea. 'l'he,. eaid she .. a real good doetorm her 

day. That is been ~l~ty-tour years 8S0. [ I Will be :tlfty .... tour years old 

tomorrow--september 18, 1938~ In slavery t1lles my gt"anc1JDe _8 almoat aa 

rree as she was in freedom because ot her work. 

~.\ // "She said that Bob McClendon was erael to her. Sometimes he'd set 
{;,," ' 

" 

angry and take the shovel and throw hot ashes on the slavea. .And then be' d 

see them with blisters on them and he would take a hQ.d ... or a ~lat plult 

and bust the blisters. Louisiana W88 a warm country and the,. wouldn't, have 

much clothes on. When the slaves were treed, he went caaplete17 broke. He 

had scarcely a Place to live. 

"I seen him once. Be look l1ke 8J1 old ~8tIIl. Be h&d a lOllS bear4 

down to his waist and he had lons side 1Mr.rl8 too~ lust a Ii tUe ot his t'ace 

showed. He' was tall and stooping and he wore his hair 10aa 84 ucu", do_ oa 

his neck. You know about what he looked like. Be had 011 blue jeans peats and. 

brogan shoes and a c--.on shirt-a. work shirt. lie wore vert c~a olothe.~ 
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When they freed the Negroes, it broke him up completely-. Be had been called 

a tbig-to-do' in his lite but he wasn't noth1l1g then. He owned Grandma 

Katy. 

"Grandma I&ty had a sister named Maria and a brother named Peter. Be 

owned all three ot them. I have seen allot them. Grandma Kat l' was the 

oldest. She and Uncle Peter stayed close together. He didn't have no wife 

and she didn't have no husband. But Aunt Maria had a husband. She lived 

off from them after freedom. It was about t.elv~ miles awayo ~ great-

aunt and great-uncle--they were Maria and PBter--that was What they were. 

Uncle Peter died first before I left Louisiana, but Aunt Maria and Grandma 

Katy died after I came to Arkansas. Grandma Katy lived four years after I 

came here. 

"After they was free and my father had gotten large enough to work and 

didntt have no horse, my grandma was going 'round waiting on women--that is 

all she did--all the rest of the people had gotten large and left home. 

Papa made a crop with a hoeo He made three bales of cotton and about twelve 

loads of corn with that hoe. He used to tell me, 'You don't know nothin' 

'bout work. You oughter see how I had to work.' After that he bought him a 

horse. Money was scarce then and it took something to buy the place and 

the horse both. They were turned loose from slavery wi thoutanyth1ng. 
, 

Hardly had a surname--just Kat 1', Maria, and Peter. 

"I knew more about the slave ... t1me history of my mother's folks than I 

did about my father's but I'll tell you that some other time. My grand-

mother on my mother's side was born in Richmond, Virginia. She was owned by 

a doctor but I can't call his nama. She gets her nama from her husband's 

owners. They came from Virginia. They d1dn t t take the n8Jlle of their owners 

in Louisiana •. They took the name of the owners in Virginia. She was a t1lin-
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her twin was a boy named IuDS and her name was Hetty_ Her master kept her 

brother to be a driver for him. She was sent f'rom Virginia to Louisiana to 

people that were related to her Virginia people. She called her Louisiana 

mistress 'White Ma;' she never did call her tmissis.' The white tolks and 

the colored folks too called her Indian because she was mixed with Choctaw. 

That's the Indian that has brown spots on the jaw. They're brownskin. It 

was an Indian trom. the Oklahoma reservation that said my mother belonged to 

the Choctaws. 

~She rode from. Virginia to Louisiana on a boat at the age of twelve 

years. She was separatsd from. her mother and brothers and sisters and never 

did see them again. She was kept in the house for a nurse. She was not a 

midwife. She nursed the white babies. That was what she was sent to 

Louisiana for-to nurse the babies. The Louisiana man that owned her was 

named George Dorkins. lht I think this white woman came trom Virginia. She 

married this Louisiana man)then sent back to her father's house and got grandw 

ma; she got her tor a nurse. She worked only a year and a half in the fi,eld 

before :peace was declared. Atter she got grown and married, my grandfather-

she had to stay with him and cook and keep house tor him. That was during 

slavery time but atter George Dorkins died. Dorkins went and got hisselt a 

barrel of whiskey--one of these great big old barrels--and set it up in his 

house, and put a faucet in it and didn't do nothin' but drink whiskey. He 
. !. 

said he was goin' to drink hisself to death. And he 4id. 

~He was young enough to go to war and he said he would drink hisself 

to death before he would go, and he dld. My grandma used to steal news-

papers out of his house and take them down to the quarters and leave them 

there where there were one or two slaves that could read and tell how 

the War was go in' on. I never did learn how the slaves learned to read. 
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Dlt she was in the house and she could ,teal the papers and send them 4_. 

Later she could slip off and,they would tell her the new., and then she 

could slip the papers back. 

"Her master drank so much he couldn't walle without falling and she 

would have to help him out. Bar mistress was' really good. She never 

allowed the overseer to whip her. She was only Whipped once in slav. time 

while my rather t s mother was whipped more times than you could 'count. 

"Her master of'ten said, 'I'll drink myself' to death before I'll go to 

war and be shot down like a damn target.' She said in living with them in 

the house, she learned to cuss rrom him. She said she was a cuss in ' soul 

until she became a Christian. She wasn t t 'f'raid of them because she was kin 

to them in some way.. There was another woman there who was some kin to them 

and she looked enough like my grandma for them to be kin to each other 0 We 

talked 1 t over several times and said we believed we were re1e.ted~ ,but none 

of us know for sure. 

"When the slaves wanted something .aid they would have my grandma say 

it because they knew she wouldn't be, whipped for 1t. 'White lfa'wouldn't 

let nobody whip her it she knew it. She cussed the overseer out that time 

for whipping her. 

"When gl"aDdma was fourteen or rirteen years old they locked her up in' 
, 

the seed house once or twice for not going to church. You see they let the 

whi te folks 'go to the church in the morning and the colored folks in the 

eVening, and my grandma didn't alw8.YS want to go. She would be locked up in 

the seed bin and she would cuss the preacher out so he could hear her. She 

Would say, 'Master, let us out. t And he would say. 'You want to go to 

church?' And she would say, 'li~, I don't want to hear that same old sermon: 

"Stay out of your missis' and master's hen house. Don't steal your missis' 
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and master's chickens. 8t87 out or your Il1sais t 8l1d master' 8 amo}teh01188, 

Don't steal your missis' and Jaas~er'8 bema." I dOll't steal :Q,othtn'. Don't 

need to tell me not to.' 

"She was tellin' the truth too. She didn't steal because she didn't 

have to. She had plenty without steal1n'1 She got plenty t!> eat in the 

house. Blt the other slaves didn't git noth1n' but tat meat and corn bread 

and molasses. And they got tired ot that same old thing. They 1I8llte,d SOlM'" 

thing else sometimes. 'they'd go to the hen house and get chickens. 'thel' 

would go to ,the smokehouse and get h8BlS and lard. And they would get tlour 

and anything else they 1I8Jlted and they w:ould eat someth1ng they wanted. 

There wasn't no way to keep them from it~ 

. "The reason aha got whipped that tillie, the overseer wanted her to help 

get a tree ott the tenee that had been blown down by a stom. She told h1JD 

that wasn t t her work and she _an' t gout to do it. Old miss 1Ia8 awaq' at 

that time. He hit her a tew licks and she told old miss when she came'baok. 

Old 'White Ma' told the overseer, 'Don't never ptlt your hands Oil her no more 

no matter what she does. That's more than I do. I dOI1't hit her and you got 

no business to do it.' 

"Her husband, my grandtather, 1f8.S a blacksmith, and he never did work 

in the field. Be made wagons, ploW's, plo.stocks, buzzard w1nga--they ca11 

them turning ploW'. now. ~y used to make and put t11_ 011 the stocks. Be 

made anything-handles, baaket.~ Be could till wagon wlieels. Be could 

sharpen tools. Anything that come under the line ot blackam1 th, that i8 

what he did. He used to tix 1I8.gODS all the t1JDe I kno •• d him. In harvest 

time in the tall he would drive trGlll J31env11le where the,. 1181"8 slaves to 

Monroe in Ouachita Parish. Be kept all the ploW'. and was 8harpel11ns and 

fixing anything ~hat got broke. Be said he aever did get no whipp1ng. 



,~, 38 

ltJ1is naDB ftS !om Bldridp. They c8lled Ilia 'Un,cle !cat. !hey W8S the 

mother and father ot twal ve children. Six lived and 8ix died~ ODe boy and 

five girls lived. And one girl and tive boys died-halt and halt. Be died 

at the age ot seventy-fi va to .1une 6, 1908. . She died January 1920. 

"I came out here in lanuary 190'1. I lived in Pine Bl~t. :rrca 

Louisiana I came to Pine Blutt in 1906. In 190'1 I went to JCerr in Lonoke 

County and lived there eight years and then I came to L1 tt1e Bock. I tarmd 

at Kerr and just worked t round t01l11 those tew DOnth. in Pine .Blutt. housing 

the time I was in Pine Blutt and L1 ttl8 Rock I tamed. I tarmed in OUachi 'be 

Parish, Louisiana." 
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Interviewer ________________ Ia_._8~s~I_re_· .De ___ B.obe_.rt.·.so.·.a ____________ ___ 

Person 1nternewed ............ 8_"_D_1 ... 8....," ....... _· .... · .... d_d._1l_ ............... e ... st_J(e ... · .... mpl1 .... ..,· · .... ls_._.U, ___ k ... an..,s .... a .... s ... ·_ 

.Age 69 

---------------------------------------------~-------------~------.---~--~--

WI am Martha Johnson's sister. I was born at Lake Village, 

Arkansas. . I am. 69 y~ars old. I was b()rD. on Mr. Ilee Wethington8 
. " 

place. Fa was renting. MOther died in 1876 on this far.m. We 

called it Red Leaf plantation. Father died at Martha Johnson's 

here in West Memphis when ,he ~as 88 y~ars old. 

~other was not counted a slave. Her master's Southern wite 
, , 

(white wife) disliked :qer ve,ry ~ch Qut ~ept her till her death~ 

Mother had three white children by ~r master. Arter freedom she 

married a black man and had four ch~ldren py h~. We ~e in the .. .. -... ... 

last set. 

"We was born atter s~avery an4 all ~ lql.ow ;s t,rom hearing our 

people talk. Father talked ~l ti:me sl?out slavery. He ~as ~ 801-

dier. I couldn't tell you str~ight. I ~ g1.ve you SQ1E bpoks on 
.... \" ! 

slavery: 

Booker If. Washington's Own Story of His Life and Work, 
64 page supplement, by Albon L. Holsey 

Authentic Edition--in off,ice Qt Li.brary. of Congres8, 
Washington, ;D •. C., ~9l5, copywrighted by J. L. Nichols 
Co. . 

!he Master llind ot • Child of Slavery-Booker' T. 
Washington, by Frederick E. nr1nker •.. ~ashingtoll, D. o. 

I have read them both. Yes, tp,ey.are my o.wn bOQJcs. 

WI farmed and cooked all m:y lite.-



lDterv1e .. r~ _______________ .~.I!!e===!~l~·~S~._.!!l~·~l~a.~r_. ~ __ ~ ________ ~I_--

Persoll htervie_4 PeFT )(addeD· 
!'h1rt ... th .. stree',aoa'tllsl4e. OM block ean 

A&e About" ot "7le Park Road 
Route 6, care L. G. Cottoa, L1 tt18 Bock, Arltanaae 

. - - ~ - - ------- - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - ~ - - - - - --
"I have been here qu1te a tew pare. !!lia lite is short. A ... oup1; 

to prepare for eternit7. 1 had aa unc1. who used to ..,. that a pereoa •• 

went to torment stayed a8 long .. there was a grain ot sand on the 8ea. 

"I was a little b07 wheD. sla .... ry broke. 1 used to gO out nth ID7 

brother. He watched saps. I did not have to do anything; I just went out 

with him to keep h1m compan7. I waa scaredot the old master. I use' to 

call him the 'Big Bear.' He was a great big old ~ 

"I was about six years old when tile War .. ded, I guesa. I don t t b.w 

how old I d. The insurance _n pIlt me dom as seventy-three. I mo. I was 

here in slavery time, and I was just about. six 78ars old when the War ended. 

School1q 

. "I got 11fT first learn1J.Lg in .Alabama. I didn't learn amything at all 111 

slavery t1Dl8a. I went to school. I would go to the house in slaver,. t •• 

and there woulda' t be nobody hOlJl8, aud I would go to the bed and set UDder 

it because 1 was scared. When I would walte up it would' be WQ' in the D1gllt 

and dark, and I would be in bed. 

ttl got Ill' schooling wa7 atter the mrrender. .e would make crope. !he 

third time we _ved, clad started _ to school~ 1 had colored teach.r.~ I 

was 1n !alldega Couat7. I made the tirth grade 'betore r stopped. __ father 

died and then r had to stop and take care ot rq mother. 

40 



B., 41 

.b -.&un' C&rol1lie- Story 

"I mow that ... peeple cail '.11 th1ap 1;hat are soill' 'to happell~ 014 

man lul.ka l1Y84 at PwIpk1a ... ~ Be ha4 a colt that 4:l.ppeare4~ Be Wli' 

to tJ.unt C&roliD.e'-.;.that'. CaroliD.. Dp~ •• to14 hill j •• t wilen the colt 

was and who had 1 t ad how he had to get 1 t back~ She cleaerlbe4 'the colt 

and told h11ll that .. what he cOIle to nD.4 _t about betore h. had a chance 

to ask her aTth1D&~ Sh. to14 h1a that whit. people had lt ad. told lda 

where the)' l1T.d and to14 h1a h. 1ICNl4 have to have a 1Ihl .... JI8Il go aa4 s11i 

it tor him. Be 1188 work1llg tor a 800d man and h. told hia about lt~ Be 

advertised tor the colt and ~ ••• zt ~, the ..a that atol. 1t came ... 

told hiJa that a colt had be.n tOWld over on his place and tor hill to c~ 

over and arranp to 81t 1t. Blt he 8814; 'Bo, rIve placed that matter ill 

the handa or 1q boaa •. ' He told hia boa. about 1t, 'but the tellow broupt 

the horse and give it to the boaa .ithout any araumeat. 

hmi17 and. .... t.r. 

"117 old _ater'. alave •• ere calle .. tree nisaer.. Be 81I.d Al. wlte 

never mistreated their alave.. When 8117 ot ... d.'. alave •• ere out 8Il4 the 

patel'oles got attar tha, it the7 couldll8ke 1t hella, that ende« i'~ Bob047 

beat Madden' s D1sger •• 

"M1 tather's Da8 _ Jl.len Jla44.n and ., aother'. ____ lIac1d_. 

I knew D11 graadtather and graacJmother on ., IIOther.'. 8148; .,. grandtather 

and grandmother never .ere 'round _ Uloup that I can ~ber~ 

"When the 014 _ 41e4, the •• sroe8 .ere dlYidecl out. !hi. boJ' got _ 

many and that ODe got 80 MIl7. !he old _, •• IIaclde.. hacl two sou;. 101m 

and Little llabe. IV aother and rather ... t to lolm. '!'hey are 1n falla .... 

because 100 .~qe4 theft~ 



"My father's mother and father tell to Little J4abe lIadden. They 

never did come to Alabama but I bave heard my fat.n.er ,.alk about them so 

much. My tather's father was named Harry. His last name must have been 

lJadden. 

"My grandfather on my mother's side was named Charlie Ball. He married 

in to the Madden tamily. He belonged to the Halls betore he married. Old 

man Charlie, his master, had a plantation that wasn't far trom the Madden's 

plantation. In those days, it you met a girl and fel). in love with her, you 

could git a pass and go to see her it you wanted to. You didn't have to be 

on the same plantation at all. And you could marry her and go to see her, 

and have children by her even though you belonged to difterent masters. The 

Maddens nevar did buy Hall. Grandma never would change her name to Hall. 

He stayed at my house after we married, stayed with me sometimes, and stayed 

with his other son sometimes. 

"My mother was born a Madden 0 She .as born right at Madden's place. 

iffien grandma married Hall, like it is now, she would have been called Hall. 

fu t she was born a Madden and stayed Madden and never did change to her 

hus~~d's name. So my mother was born a Madden although her father's name 

was Hall. 

"1 don't know what sort ot man blabs was,and I only know what my 

parents said about John. They said he was a good man and I have to say what 

they said. He didn't let nobody impose on his ni~rs. Pateroles did git 

after them and bring them in w1th the hounds, but when they got in, that 

settled it. Madden never would allow white people to beat on his niggers. 

"They tried to gi t my daddy out so that they could whip him, but they 

could.n't catch him. They shot h1m--the pateroles did--but he whipped them. 

;'~y daddy was a coon. I mean hs was a good ID8Jlq 



"141' brother was big enough to miDd gap.~ !'hat was 1.. slavery tille •• 

They had good tences aroud the tield. They dlb t t have gates like the)' do 

now _ '!'he;y had gaps. The tence would zipag, and tlle raUs could be llned 

down at one sect lon, and that would leave a gap_ It you lett a gaP. the 

stock would go into the tield. When there was ·a gap, .., 'brother would sta7 

in 1 t and keep the stock· trom paas1ng. When the folks would come to d1D.aer. 

he would go in and eat d1DJler 11'1 th th_ just as big as anybod7. When they . 

would leave, the gap would stay down t1ll nlght. It stayed clo1lD. fro. moraing 

till noon and from one o'clock t1ll the men came in at night. The gap was a 

place in the rails like I told you where they could take d01lD. the ralls to 

pass. It took t1ae to lay the rails dOD and more time to place th_ back 

up again. !hey wouldn't do It. !hey would leave th_ d01Ql till theT c" 

back during the work hours and a boy that was too small to do anythiBg e18e 

was put to mind them. My brother used to do that and I w011ld keep hm 

company_ When I heard old master coming there, I'd be gone, yea siree. I 

would see him when he lett the house and when he got to the gap, I would be 

home or at my grandtather's. 

Occupational Experiencea 

"I have tollowed farming all ., lite. That is the sweetest lite a man 

can lead. I have been farming all my life prlncipally~ JIy occupation is 
.. 

fanning. That is it was until I lost my health. I ain't done nothin' for 

about four years now. I would tallow Plblic work in the tall ot the year 

and make a crop every 7Mr~ lever tailed tll1 I got disabled. I used to 

make all I used and all I needed to teed my ~tock. fi even raised '61T 0_ 7 
L 

Wheat before I lett home in Alabama. ~at is a wheat country. '!hey don't 

raise it out ~ere.J 



"1 came here-... leDllle see, about how many years ago did 1 come here. I 

guess 1 have been in Arkansas about twenty-eight years since the first time 

I come here. I have gone in and out as I got a chance to work somewherea. 

I have been living in this house about three years. 

"I preached for about twenty or more years. I don't know that I call 

myself a preacher. I am a pretty good talker sometimes. I have never 

pastored a church; somehow or 'nother the word come to me to go and I go and 

talk. I ain't no pulpit chinch. I could have taken two or three men's 

churches out from under them, but I didn't. 

Freedom and Soldiers 

"I cant t remember just how my father got freed. Old folks then didn't 

let you stan' and listen when they talked. If you 414 it once, you didn't 

do it again. They would talk whUe they were together, but the children 

would have business outdoors •. Yes siree, I never heard them say much about 

how they got freedom. 

"I was there when the Yankees come through. '!'hat was in slave t1ma~ 

They marched right through old man Madden's grove. !'hey were playing the 

fites and beating the drums. .And they were playing the fiddle. Yes sir, 

they were playing the fiddle too. It must have been a fiddle; it sounded 

just like one. The soldiers were all just a singin t • They didn t t bother 

nobody at our house. If they bothered anything, nothing was told me about 

it. I heard my uncle say they took a horse from my ol.d manager. I didn't 

see it. They took the best horse in the lot my uncle said. Pardon_, 

they didn t t take him. A pec~erwood took him and let the Yankees get him. 

r have heard that they bothered plenty of other places. 'rook the best mules, 

and lett old broken down ones and things like that. Broke things up. I 

have heard that about other places, but I didn't see any of it. 

44 
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Bight atter the War 

"Right atter the War, my father went to t8.l'llling--rent1Jlg land. I mean 

he sharecropped and done around. '!'hillg is come way up trom then when the 

Negroes first started. They didn't have no stock nor nothin' then. They 

made a crop just for the third ot ito When they quit the third, they started 

givin' them two-fifths. That's more than a third, ain't it? Then they moved 

up from that, and give them half, and they are there yet. If' you :rumish, 

they give you two-thirds and take one-third. Or they give you so much per 

acre or give h~ produce in rent. 

J4arrlage 

"I was married in 1883. My wif'e's name was Mary Elston. Her mother 

died when she was an infant. Her grandmother was an Elston at first. Then 

she changed her name to Cunningham. But she always went in the name of 

Elston, and was an Elston when she married me. My wif'e I mean. I married on 

a Thursday in the Christmas week. This December I will be married f'if't1-

five years. This is the only wife I have ever had. We had three children 

and all of them are dead. All our birthed children are dead. One of' them 

was just three months old when he died. My baby girl had three children and 

she lived to see all of' them married. 

Opinions 

"Our own folks 1s about the worst enemies we have. They will come and 

sweet talk you and then work against you. I had a fellow in here not long 

ago who came here for a dollar, and I never did hear from him again after he 

!Sot it. He couldn't get another favor trCIII. me. No man can fool me more 

than one time. I have been beat out of' lots of money and I have got hurt 

trying to help people. 



7. '-10 

"The young folks now 1s Just gone astray. I tell you the truth, I 

wouldn't give you forty cents a dozen tor these young folks. They are sasay 

and disrespectful. Don't respect themselves and nobody el880 When they get 

off from home, they'll respect somebody else better 'n they will their own 

mothers. 

~If they would do away with this stock law, they would do better avery

wher90 If you would say fence up your place and raise what you want, I 

could get along. But you have to keep somebody to watch your stock. If 

you don't, you'll have to pay something out. It's a bad old thing this 

stock law. It's detrimental to the welfare of man." 



Interviewer lira. Bernice Bowden 

Person interviewed Lewis Mann 
1501 Bell Street. Pille Bluff, Arkansas 

Age 81 

- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

"As nigh as I can come at it, I was bout five or six time of the war. 

I remember when the war ceasted. I was a good-sized chap. 

"Durin' the war my mother's master sent us to Texas; western Texas is 

w.~.lt"ir they stopped me. We stayed there two years and then they brought us 

back after surrender. 

"I remember when the war ceasted and remember the soldiers refUgeein' 

through the country. I'm somewhar round eigllty-one. I'm tellin' you the 

truf. I ain't just now come here. 

"I was born right here in Arkansas. My mother' 8 master was old B. Do 

Williams of Tennessee and we worked for his son Mac H. Williams here in 

Arkansas. They was good to my mother. A.l.ways had nurses tor the colored 

childrun while the old folks was in the tield. 

"After the war I used to work in the house for my white talks - tor 

Dr. Bob Williams way up there in the country on the river. I stayed with 

his brother Mac Williams might near twanty-tive or thirty years. Worked 

around the house servin' and doin' arrands different placeso 

"I went to school a little bit a gpod piece atter the war and learned 

to read and write. 

"I've heard too much of the Xu Klux. I remember when they was Ku 

Kluxin t a.ll round through hereo 



"LordI I don't know how many ttmes I ever voted. I used to vote 

every time they had an election. I voted betore I could read. The white 

man showed me how to vote and asked me who I wanted to vote for. Oh Lord, 

I was might near grown when I learned to read. 

"I been married just one time in my lite and my wife's been dead 

thirteen years. 

"I tell you, Miss, I don't know hardly what to think of things now. 

Everything so ch~able I can't bring nothin' to remembrance to hold it. 

"I didn't do nothin' wben I was young but just knock around with the 

white folks. Oh Lord, when I was young I delighted in parties. Don't 

nothin' like that worry me now. Don't go to no parades or nothin'. Don't 

have that on my brain like I did wh6n I was young. I goes to church all 

the place I does go. 

"I ain't never had no accident. Don't get in the way to have no 

accident cause I kno~ the age I is it I injure these bones there ain't 

anything more to me. 

"My mother had eight childrun and just my sister and me left. I can't 

do a whole day's work to Bave my life. I own this place and my sister-in

law gives me a little somethin' to eat. I used to be on the bureau but they 

took me off that." 



IntervieW8r _______________ Mr~.~._Be __ r.n __ 1.ce ___ Bo_._d_e_n ____________ __ 

Person interv1e.d .Angeline Martin, Kansas ai tl, Missouri 
Visiting at ll05 Louisiana st., Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Age 80 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

"Well, I was 11 vin t then. I lias born in Georgia. Honey, I don't 

h-now what year. I was born before the war. I was about ten when freedom 

come. I don't remember when it started but I remember when 1 t ended. I 

think I'm in the 80's -- that's the way ! count it. 

WMy master was dead and my mistress was a w1dow -- Kiss Sarah Childs. 

She had a guardeen. 

"When the war came, old mistress and her daughter retugeed to )(ias-

1aslppi. The guardeen wouldn't let me go, said I was too young. 

~y parents stayed on the plantation. My white folks' house was 

vacant and the Yankees coms and used it for headquarters. They never had 

put ahoes on me and when the Yankees shot the chickens I'd run end get em. 

They didn't burn up nothin', just kill the hogs and chickens and give us 

plenty. 

"! dido' t know what the war was about. You know chillun in them 

days didn't have as moh sense as they got now. 

"Atter freedom, my folks stayed on the place and worked on the 

shares. I went to school right atter the war. I went every year till 

we left there. We come to this country in seventy something. We come 

here and stopped at the Cummins place. I worked in the field till I coma 

to town bout fifty years ago. Since then I cooked some and done laundry 

work. 



a. 

"I ma.:rrie4 .en I ... eventee.. Bad. .1x children. I beell livia' 

in KanSQ!l C1tT twenty-three year.. rollo_d my bo,. up there. I like it 

up there a lot better than I do here. Oh Lord, yea, there are a lot ot 

colored people in Kansas City.-

5() 
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Person Intervle_4~ ___ """'!i!o"''''''' .""!I:' ~ .• l0oli!ii.~i'ji!OIji.~, ...... ~. ,~, .... ~, •. ~i.'""', . .,..' ...... "'i"~ __ _ - i~p~D~.·.ii=;~kaiiU 
Age 86 

ItI was born up near Cotton Plant bllt took down near Helena to 11"1'8. 
, . 

My parents named Sallie and Bob 1lart1n. 1'hey had seven children. I heard 

mother say she was 80ld 011 a block in II1ss1.s1ppi when she •• twelve ,-ear. 

old. My father was & Creek Indian; he was dark. Mother was a Qhoct.w 

Indian; she was bright •. Mother died 'When I was but a girl and len a 1" ..... 

11y on my hands. I sent JD¥ baby brother aDd sister to school and I cooked 
, 

on a boarding train. 'lb.e railroad handa working on the tracks roODBd and . 

et on the train. They are all dead now and I'm t lone in the world. 

"My greatest pleasure WliUI independence--make DfJ' money. go and spend it 

as I see fit. I wun' t popular with men. I never danced. I dld .. U 

herbs for diarrhea and pUe. 8lld 'what ails you. t I don't sell no I1Ore. 

Folks too close to drug stores now. I had 10llg straight hair nearly to Jq 

knees. It come out after a spell 01" typhoid rever •. It never come in to do 

no good." (Baldhea.ded like a man and she shaves. She 18 a he1"llaphrodlte) 

reason for neVer marrying.) -I made and saved up at one tt. twenty .. three 

thousand dollars cooking and tield work. I let 1 t slip out 1"rca.. in 

dribs. 

ttl used to run from the Yankees. I've seen them go in drove. aloq 

the road. Thei 1"ound old colored cou.ple, went out, took their hOC and 

made them barbecue it. They drove up • stob, nailed a plece to a tree 

and stacked their guns. They reste .. around ~ill everythins was rea47. 

51~ 
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They at at one o'clock a~ n1&b.'taad atter 1Ihe' feaSt drove ea. i'hey 

wasntt so good to Negroes. Ifhe),,_ S004 to their 08 :r •• liap. !heyet 

up all that old couple bad to eat in their house and the pig they rai88d. 

I reckon their owners give them m.or8 to eat., i'lleY'lived oU alone and the 

soldiers stopped there and womed the old man and woman nearly to death. 

"OUr master told us about, treedcat His name was Ma.ter 1IartiD.. Be 

come here fran Mississ1pp1. ,I don't recollect his familYe 

"I get help from the We,trare. Ihed paralysis. I never, 'got over S7 

stroke. I sin t t no t oount to work.· 

Ii 
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Person interviewed ______ ~Be __ s_s __ Ma __ th __ i8~!_Ha __ ze __ n~! __ Ar __ k_an_s.a.8 ________ _ 

Age. 82 

- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -
"I was boI'J.l in De Sota County, Mississippi. My parents' owners was 

Mars Hanoock. Mama was a cook and field hand. Papa milked and worked in 

the field. Mama had jes' one child. that me. I had six childern. I got 

five livin'. They knowea they free. It went round from mouth to mouth. 

Mama said Mars Hancock was good er slave holder as ever lived she recken. I 

heard her COmB over that er good many twa. Blt they wanted to be tree. I 

jes' heard em talk bout the Ku Klux. They said the Xu Klux made lot ot em 

roamln' r~d gp get a place to live and start .orkin'. !hey tell how they 

would ride at night and how scarry l,ookin' they was. I heard em. say it Mars 

Hancock didn't want to give em meat they got tree a coon or posswn. Cut the 

tree down or climb it and then come home and cook it. They had no guns. 

They had dogs or could get one. Game helps c·ut lots. 

"The women chewed for their children after they weaned em. They don't 

none of em do that way now. Women wouldn t t cut the baby's finger nails. 

They bite em off. They said if you cut its nails off he would steal. They 

bite its toe nails off, too. And if they wanted the children to have long 

pretty hair t they would trim the ends otf on the new of the moon. That would 

cause the hair to grow long. White folks and darkies both done ~h8m thtngs. 

"I been do in ' whatever come to hand - farmin', cookin', washin t , 

ironin' • 

"I never expects to vote neither. I sure ain't voted. 



"Condition. prett,- bat sC818tu.-a. I do.''I; .lmo. _at oau_ 1"~ t'CM 

got beyond me no.. I don't bow What SOillJ be... ot th. J'O'U& tolka, .. 
, " , '" . .. 

they ain't study1nt 1'1;. !h.7a1~.ttk11\4. Got no :tal.in' Ioan1t. I 

tried to raise em to work and behave. !hey work ao_~ ., son 18 takin' oartt 

ot me now." 

• 

.... , ,',,>. 



Interv1ewer ______________ ~,~~~s~._ .• J8_·.-rn1~-c-e~ib~.·~Wda-·-. _n ____ k~· __________ __ 

Age '19 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
ttyes'm, I was born in slavery times in Mississip:pi. liow, the onlY' 

thing I remember was same soldiers came along on same ~ea. I ramamber ., 

mother and father was s1tt1n' on the gallery and they say, 'Look a there, 

them's soldiers.' 

".And I remember when my parents run off. I was with 'em. and I cried 

for 'em to tote me. 

"MY mother's first owner was named Ar.mstrong. She said she was about 

eleven years old when he bought her. I heard her say they just changed 

around a lot. 

"Freedom was camin' and her last owners had carried her to a state 

where it hadn't come yet. That t S righ't--1 t ,was !exas. 

"Her first owners 1I8.S good. She sa id they wouldn t t 'low the overseer 

to 'buke the women at all. 

"But her last owners was cruel. She said one day old missis 118.8 out in 

the yard and backed up and tell into a pan ot hot water and when her husband 

come she told him and he tried to 'buke my mother. You mow it same body 

tryin' to gat the best of you and you can help yourselt, you gwine do it~ 

So marna throwed up her arm and old master hit it with a stick and cut it 

bad. So my parents run ott. That was in Texas. i 

"She said we was a year comin' back and I know they stopped at the Dillard 

place and made a crop. And they lost one child on the way--:that was n tti •• 

.O,p ..... 



"I heard,1II8lU. say they got back here to Arkansas and got to the 

bureau and they :treed t em. I knOll' the War Ran' t over ;yet 'cause I know I 

heard mama say, 'lust listen to them. suns at,YicksburS_' 

a., 56 

"When I was little, I was so sieklT. I took down with the whoop1n' 

cough and 1 was sick so lons. B\i1;.- mama say to the old woman wbat stayecl 

with me, 'This gal gwine be hereto see many a winter 'cause she so stout in 

the jaws 1 can't give her no niedicine.' 

"When 1 commenced to relliember ailyth1l1g, I heered 'em talkin' 'bout 

Grant and Colfax. Used to wear buttons with Grant and Co].fax. 

"}bt I was liVin' in Abraham Lincoln's time. Ohillun them d&y's didn't 

know nothin t • Why, woman, 1 'was twel va years old t fore I kno.ed babiea 

didn't came out a hol~er log~ I used to go 'round lookin' in loga for a 

baby. 

"I had seven sisters and three brothers and they all dead but lD8. Had 

three younge~ than me. !hey was what they called f'reebom chillun. 

"After freedom lIfY parents worked tor Major Boss. I. know when malE fixed 

us up to go to Sunday-school we'd go by Major Ross fop him to see U8~ I 

know we'd go· so early, sometimes he'd still be in his drawers. 

ttl know one thing-when I waS. about sixteen years old things was. good 

here. Ever'body had a good living.-
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ItI waa born close to COIlO aJUl S8rdis, II1ssissipp1. _ master an4 

mistress was Sam Sha.a and 11188 Cornelia mum.. I waa born a al..,.. Thel' 

owned mama and llaster Rube Sandera owned pa. Rei thar o .... r 1IOUldn' t sall 

but they agreed to let 1il8. sad pa Mrr7. '!hey had a wIli te preacher and the, 

married out in the yard and had a big table full ot "add in t su:pper, and the 

whi te :talks at 1n the hou_. !he,. had a big supper too. JIa said the,. had 

a big crowd. The preaoher read the cer_0D7. 11188 Cornelia give her a 

white dress and white shoes and Kiss Cloa Willurn giva her a ftU~ llis. 

Cloe was some connect 10n of Rube Sanders. 

"They had seven children. I'm the olde8~". or us liV'1D5t 
, . e _.' . 

"Atter DIBllJipatioa 'bl •• tpabtua) p& _emt to sea about marr71na _ 

over agen and they told him that marriage would stand lOllS as ever he 

liVed. 

!'Mama was sold at twe1 va years old in .Atlanta, Georgia. Jfa and pa ... 
. , 

always tield hands. Grandma got to be one of lOhn Sanders 1ea41Bg hands to 

work mong the women folka. The,. sai4 lohn Sauders ... meanest DaD. ever 

11 ved or died. According to pa' a S8.7iD&. liars llu'bell was a po4 80rter _. 

Pa said John Sanders ..... too _an a man to haTe a wire. Be __ mea to 

Miss Sarah. Thal' said he beat her, hia wite, like he beat a Ill ... ,.. 

"',' 0 ••• ·., •• ':."';;-;-;1 

. ;: ." .. ' 
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"Miss Sarah say, 'Come get your rations earl)" Saturday morning, 

clean up your house, wash and iron, and we t 11 go to preaching tomorrow

Sunday. I want you to all C0.tn8 out clean Monday morning. t They go ask )(ars 

John Sanders if they could go to preaching. I recken from what they said 

they walked. Mars John, when they git their best clothes on, make them 

turn round and go to the field and work all day long. He was just that 

mean. Work all day long Swlday. 

"Miss Sarah was a Primi ti ve Baptist and that is what I am till this 

day. Some folks call us Hardshell Baptist. The colored folks set in the 

back of the church. The women all set on one side and the men on the 

other. If they had a middle row, there was a railing dividing mena' 

seats fram the womens' seats on the very same benches. 

"Miss Cloe, Miss Cornelia, and Kiss Sarah cook up a whole lot of good 

things to eat and go to camp meeting. Sometimes they would stay a week 

and longer. They would take time bout letting the colored folks go long. 

We had "big times. My grandpa took a gingercake cutter with him and sold 

gingercakes when they come out of the church. He could keep that money his 

own. 1 don't know how he sold them. ~ sister has the cutter now I expect. 

My girl has seen it. It was a foot long, this wide (5 inches). and fluted 

all around the edges, and had a handle like a biscuit cutter. They was 

abou t an inch thick. He made good ones and he sold all he could ever make. 

Grandpa took carpet sacks to carry his gingercakes in to sell them. I 

reMember that mighty well. (The shape of the cutter was like this: I' ~,.) 
..... " 

He purt nigh always got to go to all the camp meetings. Folks got hapPT 

and shouted in them days. It would be when somebody got religion. At aome 

big meetings they didn't shout. 
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"When I lias born they had a wJ?ite mid-wife, lIiss lIart1n. K1 m.tress 
. . 

was in the cabin when I was born. I ft. born toot tOl"8JaOst and had a veU 

on my face and do1lD. on my body a piece. They call it a 'caul.' Somet1JDea 

I see forms and they vanish. I can see same out 01' one eye now_ But I've 

always seen things when my sight was good. It 1s like when you are dreaming 

at night but I see them at times that plain in day. 
, ~ 

WI don't know how old I ~ but I was a good size girl when man.ipation 

,Hmi"'': 1pationr come on. tisa Cornelia had my age in her Bible. They done 

took me fran the cabin and I was staying at the house. I slept on a trundle 

bed under Miss Cornelia (s bed. Her bed was a teaster--way high up, had a 

-- big stool to step on to go up in there and she had it curtained ott. I had 

a good cotton bed and I slept good up under there. Her bed was corded with 

sea grass rope. It didn't have no slats like beds do now. 

WColored tolks slept on cotton beds and white tolks--same or em at 

least--picked geese and made feather beds and down pillows. They carded 

and washed sheep's wool and put in their quilts. Some of them, they'd be 

light and warm. Colored tolks' bed had one leg. Then it was holes hewed 

in the wall on the other three sides and wooden slats across it~ Now that 

wasn't no bad bed. Same 01' them was big enough for three to sleep on good. 

When the children was small four could sleep easy cross ways, and they 

slept that way. 

ftThey had shelves and tables and chairs. They made chests and put 

things in there and set on top 01' it too. White tolks had fine chests to 

keep their bed clothes in. Some of them was made of oak. and pine, and 

cypress. They would cook walnut hulls and bark and paint them dark with 

the tea. 
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WI recollect a right smart ot the ~iv11 War. We was c18se nou~ to 

hear the roar and rumble and the" big cannons shake the things in the hGUse. 

I don't know where they was figbting--& long ways off I guess. 

"I saw the soldiers scout1n,~ They come most any time. They go. tiL 

and take every drop of milk out of the churn. They took anything they 

could rind and went away with it. I seen the oavalry come through. I 

thought they looked so pretty •. Their. canteens was shining in the sun. 

Miss Cornelia told me to hide, the soldiers might take me on with th&m4 I 

didnft want ·to go. I was very well pleased there at I1ss Oor.nel~ata. 

ttl seen the cavalry come' through that raised the ·'white sheet. t I 

know now it must have been a white flag but they called it a white sheet to 

qui t fighting. It was raised a short time atter they passed and they said 

they was the ones raised it. I don't know where it waa. ,I reeken it was a 

big white flag they rared up. It was so they would stop fighting. 

"Mars Sam Shan didn't go to no war; he hid out. He said it was a 

useless war, he wasntt going to set shot up for no use a tall, and he never 

went a step. He hid out. I don't know where. I know Charles would take 

the baskets off. Charles tended to the stock and the carrlage~ He drove 

the wagon and carriage. He fetched water and wood. He was a black boy. 

Mars Sam Shan said he waantt goiner loose his life for nothing. 

"Miss Cornelia would cook corn light bread and muffins and anything 
, . 

else they had to cook. Bations got down mighty scaree before it was done 

wid. They put the big round basket nearly big as a split cotton. basket 

out on the back portico. ' Charles come and disappear with it. 

"Chess end Charles was oolored overseers. He didn't have whlte 

overseers. Miss Cornelia and lass 010e would walk the floor and cry 



li. 61 • 

and I would walk between. I would cry feeling sorry tor thea, but I d:l.dn't 

know why they cried so moh. I know now it was squally tiJles. War is 

horrible. 

"Mars Sam Shan come home, went dom to the cab1lla--they was scattered 

over the fields--aud told them the .ar ftS over, they wutree but that 

. "". they could stay. Then come same runners, white En. ~.y was Yankee men~ 

I know that nOli_ TheY' Bay yoU JlUst get pay or go off. We stayed that 
/ 

year. Another man went to pa and said he would give him half of what he 
. 

made. He got us all up and we went to Pleasant Hill. We done tolerable 

well. 

"Then he tried to buy a hlOllse and fi va acres and got beat out of it. 
- " 

The minor heirs came" and took it. 
<:t. 

I never l~t in books till I went to 

school. Seem like things was in a confUsion after I got big nough for 

that. ltd sweep and rake and. cook and wash the diSh~s, card, spin, hoe, 

scour the floors and tables. I would knit at night heap of times. We'd 

sing some at night. 

"Colored folks couldn't read so they couldn't Sing at church lesseD. 

they learnt the -- sG.llP by hearing them at hOll8. Colored tolks would meet and 

Sing and pray and preach at the cab1lls. 

"My first teacher was a white man, Mr. Babe .iUroy. I .ent to h1Dl 

several short sessions and on rainy days and cold Gays ~_couldn't work in 

the field. I worked in the field all my life. Cook out in the winte:1baCk 

to the field in the spring till fall again. 

"Well, I jest had this one girl. 
., 

I carried her along with me. She 

would play round and then she was a heap of help. She is mighty good to _ 

now. 



ttl never seen a Ku Klux in my life. Now, I eouldn't tell you about 

them. 

"My parents t names was Lou Sanders and Anthony Sanders. Ma' smother 

was a Rockmore and her husband was a Cherokee Indian. I recollect them 

well. He was a tree man and was fiXing to buy her treedom. Her YOWlg 

mistress marr1ed Mr. 10e Buss and she heired her. Mr. 10e Bues ~ her 

up and they come and got her and took her ott. 1b.ey run her to Memphis 

before his wife could wri te to her pa. He was liars Rockmore. 

"Grandma was put on a block and sold tore grandpa could cumerlate 

nough cash to buy her tor his wife. Grandma never seen her ma no more. 

Grandpa followed her and 1Ir. Sam Shans bought her and took her to )fias-

iSBippi with a lot more he bought. 

"My pa's ma b'long to John Sanders and grandpa b'long to Rube Sanders. 

They was brothers. Rube Sanders bought grandpa from Enoch Dobo down in 

Mississippi. The Bobo's had a heap of slaves and lan~ Now, he was the 

one that sold gingercakes. He was a blacksmith too. Both my grandpas was 

blacksmiths but my Indian grandpa could make wagons, trays, bowls, shoes, 

and things out of wood too. Him being a free man made his living that way. 

But he never could cumolate enough to buy grandma. 

"My other grandma was blacker than I am and grandpa too. When grandpa 

died he was carried back to the Babo graveyard and buried on Enoch Bobe's 

place. It was his request all his slaves be brought back and buried Oll his 

land. I went to the burying. I recollect that but ma and pa had to ask 

could we go. We all got to go--al.l who wanted to go. It was a big crowd. 

It was John Sanders let us go mean as he was. 
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"11188 Cornelia had the c1stem cleanad oUt and the,. packed up their 

pretty china dishes and silver in a big fiat sorter box. CIlarle8 took ~ 

dOG a ladder to the bottOlll ot the dark 01 stern and put dirt over 1 t all 

and then scattered some old rubbish round, took the ladder out~ The 

Yankees never much as peared to see that old open cistern. I don't know 

it they buried money or not. They packed up a lot of.nice thillp.lt 

waan 't touched till after the War was oTer~ 

Itl been farming and cooking ali my lite. I worked for Major Black, 

lIr. Ben Tolbert, Mr. W111i8Jll8 at Pleasant H1ll, tiss1ss1ppi. I lII8..lT1ed and 

long time atter come to Jrkanaaa. !hey said you could ra1se stock here--

no fence la •• 

"1 get ta and commod1ties because I 8Bl bl1D.d. I liTe nth JQ" daughter 

here.-
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\, 
"Mama waa lfarriett :a..ld1fllle She 1fU born ilL Vir&1»J.~ lIer ___ a 1fU 

Mistr~8s Mollie :lrisher ·'Ilncl .. tar Coon .lio.er. It waa ao 0014 0118 w1D.te:r· 

that they btlrned up thair turn1 tUre k8ep1a& a :tire. Se.1d aear8.ed like they 

would fraeze in apite ot Wkat all thay eould d •• 

ItGrandpa waa aoldaway trfIIl graad-. and three ch11drell~ Be dih' t _t 

to be 801d n&r7 bit. When they would be 'talking abGut aell1llg ll1a he &0 

h1de under thehouae. '!'hey ge oa ott. He'd CCB18 out. Ihu. he .. ao14 he 

went under there. Be coma out and went on ott when they touild h1Ilud told 

him he was sold to thia... Qrapt1ma said he .... obadiellt. !h.,. aevar hit 

him. Be waa her best husbaad. i'hey never .old grandma and ahe cGUlcbltt 

'count for him. being let go. QraadJDa had. another lluaband af"ter freed_ aIl4 

two more children. Thal" len tkerea a . crowd &ad all c_ to . .t.rkaD .... 
-~---~ : .. -

Grandma. was a oook tor the tield hads. She had charp ot rlllg1n& a btl 

dinner-bell hung up in a tree. Sha 1fU black as charcoal. .... 8lLd gr'u.'" 

said Master Coon and old ll1atreaa Mollie was good to til.. !hat the rea_ 

gl'8lI.dpa would go udal' the .hauae. He diclll't wmt to be .~lcl. He nevar waa 

seen no more by th8lll. 

"Grandma said aQ1D8t:1llea the meala was carried to th$ fielda and· tlley 

fed the children out ot trou&ha~ The,., took all the children to the apr1D& 

and set them in a row. 'lb.ey had a tubfUl. ot water ud thar __ ad ttl_ 

and dried them and put on their clean c1~tb.ea. !her uaed hoamade 178 aoap 
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and graaaed them with tallow 8lld _1ri __ e"~ !hat _de thea ahiDe. . They 

kept them graued .0 their knee. and kaueltie. would rt1tt up aild bleea; 

"Grandma and mama stopped at :r011rche Da.. 1!he;r was .. glad to be :tree 

and go about. Then it seared them to hear talk o~ be1D.g aold~ It divided 

them and aome ownera was mea. 

"In my time, it I done wrollf most any gro'lQ1 person lfl'lo,p JD8~ Thea mama , . 

find it out, she give me another cme. I got ~ double 1Ih.oop~ 

"'limea is powerf'U.l bad to raise up a tamily. Drinkiug aad pmblillg, 

and it takaa too much to teed a family :u.o.~ timea i8 ao Dnlcll harder that 

way then when I was grow1D&~· 

65 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - -- ~ - -- - - - - -,- ~ - -- - - -- --

ItI was born at Cabin. Creek (tamar now, lmt I stl11 caH. it Oab1a 

creek. I can't call 1i a.nythinC elae). I was so14 with m:r mother De. 

I was a llttle girl and llved wlth our Whit. tolks until an.r the 1181" 

and was treed. •• 11 ve~. on. a ~ara. _ tather belOl1& to anotller taa-

11y, a neighbor of oura. We all 11TH nih the whit. tol.ke. lq mot_r 

took care of all of theao !he,. was al.&ys as good a8 they could be 10 

us and after the war 118 stayed on 11'1 th the alt. folks who •• ed 'aT 

father and \lorked on the farm tor him. 1118 master &aft us halt ot 

everything we made unt U we cOQ],d set started our sel fta, the. eur 

whi te folks told lDf father to homestead a place near him, and he 414. 

Ie lived there untU atter father died. .e paid taD. and li ve4. just , 

like the whlte folks. We did what the white folks told us to do u.d 

never lost a thing by do1Dg It. Atter I married rq husband worked at 

the mill for yOur father and ma4e a li TinS for me ad I worked tor the 

white folks. Now I am too old to cook but I have a rew v.shin's tor 

the white folks and &Ill getting .,. old age pension that helpa me a 10'. 

ttl don tt know what I think about the young generation. I _ at rq 

stopping pla.ce. 

'Come 78 that love the Lord aa4 1.' yeur joys be lOlo1lJl' 
tlhan You and I Were Youaa,lIag:le' 
'lwmita' 

'" 
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t JUd :ae:rore ~ BatUe, Kotl181" 
'Dar1illi .111e Orq' 
'Carry. Back to Old Vir81a1at 

'Old mack loe' 
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Ot course n sang t Dixie' • We had to 8il1l that, 11 ft8 tl¥t 1 •• d1ng .DC-. 
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Interviewer _______________ ~ __ s_s~Ir~8~n~e~Bo~.~b~ert~s_o~n~ ____________ __ 

Person interviewed~ ______ l_oNe~Ma __ y~e_s_,~Ma~d~i_s_o_n~t __ Ar~k~8.n.sa_.s ______ ___ 

Age ? 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
"I was born a slave two years. I never will forget man come and told 

mother she was free. She cooked. She never worked in the field till after 

freedom, In a few days another man come and made them leave. They couldn't 

hold them in Kentucky. The owners give her provisions, meat, lasses, etc. 

They give her her clothes. She had four children and I was her youngest. 

The two oldest was girls. Father was dead. I don't remember him. Mother 

finally made arrangements to go to Will Bennett's place. 

ItAnother thing I remember: Frank Mayes sold mother to Isaac Tremble 

after sha was free. She didn't know she was free. Neither did Isaac 

'I'ramble. I don't know whether Frank Mayes was honest or not. The part I 

remember was that us boys stood on the block and never was parted fram her. 

We had to leave our sisters. One was sold to Miss Margaret Moxley, the 

other to Miss Almyra Winder. (He said ~isslt but they may have been widows. 

He didn't seem to know -- ed.) Father belong to a Master Mills. All our 

family got together after we found out we had been freed. 

"The Ku Klux: I went to the well little after dark. It was a good 

piece from our house. I looked up and saw a man with a robe and cap on. 

It scared me nearly to death. I nearly fell out. I had heard about the 

'booger man' and learned better then. But there he was. I had heard a lot 

about Ku Klux. 
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"There was a big gourd hanglaa up by the .eU. We kept it there'; 

There was a bucket fUll up. Be sald, 'Give me waM:r.· I hended over the 

gourd full. He done something with it. He kept me handing h~ water. Be 

said, 'Hold my crown and draw me up another bucket full.' I was so scared 

I lit out hard as I could run. It us dark enough to hide me when I got a 

piece out of his way. 

"The owners was pretty good to mother to be slavery. She had clothes 

and enough to eat all the time. I used to go back to see all our white 

folks in Kentucky. They are about all dead now I expect. Bother was glad 

to be free but for a long time her life was harder. 

"After we got up larger she got along better. I worked on a steamboat 

twelve or thirteen years. I was a roustabout and freight picker. I was on 

passenger boats mostly but they carried freight. I went to school some. I 

always had colored teachers. I farmed at Hughes and .d180n ever since 

excepting one year in Mississippi. 

"I live alone. I get ta and commodities from the Sociable Welfare. 

UThe young folks would do better, work better, if they could get work 

all time. It is hard at times to get work right now. The times 18 all 

right. Better everything but work. I know colored folks is bad manager •• 

That has been bad on us always. 

"1 worked on boats from Evansville, st. LoUis, llemphis to New Orleans 

mostly. It was hard work but a fine living. I was stout then.-



Intervie .. r. _____ -....;~iiiii ..... '!f;;;;;' ...... '. ~ __ ".;;;';' ....... ~-_ ............ _._ ......... ';;;,.' '_' _______ -

Person in 

A8e '16 

-I am seventy-six. t Oourae I wa. YOWlS 1D. slavery t1Jllea, .. 1mt I eaa 

remember seae th1l'lga. I re-.ber how the,. ued to :teed. U8. Pu.t aUk u4 

bread or poke salad. and cora .... al. d.u1It;pl1a t. 1Jl a 'troup u4 S1". )'011 a 

wooden spoon and all the ciUdrelL eat toptlaer; 

"'Ie stayed wl th our old _ter tounee.a 18ar8~ BAy w.re pod. tolka 

and treated us rls1lt. My old muter's n_ ... Sam Meet.-:tn laoJagrl •• t 

Dre .. CountY', Arlamaaa, doe here below IIont1ce110; 

"I got a letter here abOata aonth ago trca the clauglater ot ., J'01D.S 

mistress. I wrote to my J'01Dl& m.nre •• u4 .. was daad, 80 her clapter 

got the letter. She ar.unrere4 1 t and sea1; JU a dollar 8IL4 asked _ was I OD. 

the Old ~ Pension 11at. 

"As tar as I kIlow. I _ the ODl.ie.t one ot the 014 darkle. l1T1B8 tllat 

belonged to Sam "eka. 

ttl remember 1Ih.en the Dl nux ru. 1D. OD. ., old master. !hat _ atter 

the War. He was at the' break:taat table with his Wire. YOIl kaow in thea 

daY'S they didntt haTe locka ad k8ya. Had a hole bored thrcugb. • boart u4 

put a peg in 1t, and I know the III nux come up aad stuck a aU. thr~ the 

auger hole and shot at 014 .ner bat a1.-4 hJJa. lIe run to the door u4 

shot at the XU nux. I bow U8 cll1l4rea :tCNaCl au of t _ do_ at the spri.Jac 

bathin' his leg where old master had shot ~ 

·Ohl they were good tolks and. 1;reated 118 r1 .. t~· 
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Name ot interv1.e_r._. ______ Kr ...... S;;,;: ......... Ba._1"Jl;;;,;;;;;;1 .. C8-..Bo __ · ___ 8Jl _______ _ 

SUbject~ ________ ... SQ;iiOoiiiiIipe ....... rst __ l_t_l_OJl_. _________ _ 

Story - Information (It not enough apace on this page, add pap) . 

ttl remember there was an old man called BUll' lIaJm 11 Yed 

d01ll1 here at Noble Lake. Be said he could t give you a hand.' 

If' you and your wite wasn't gett1.n' along very _11 and 7011 

wanted to get sCIIBb~ el88, he said he could t give 70U a han4' 

and that would eaable you to get aJQ"bocl7 fOU wanted. 1'hat' 8 

what he said. 

-.4nd I've heard 'em sa:r the,. coal.d make a ring around J'OU 

and you couldn't get ou~. 

ttl don't belieTe in that though 'cause 1'. 1n the 

ministerial work and it don't pal' me to belie.,.. in things l1lte 

that. That is the work ot the devil.-

This information given b;r: 18888 JINks () 

Place ot residence '10'1 Bl.Ja Street. PiDe Blutt, .Arkansas 

Occupation IUnist8r A8e~'_6 __ _ 
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Age 73 

.. - - _ .. - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. --

"My mother's D.8lII£ waa lulia I4etcalf and Dl7 father's name waa 11m 

Metcalf. They belong to an old bachelor named Bill Metcalt. I thiDk I 

was born in Lee County, JUasissipp1. '!'hey did not leave when" the war waa 

over. They stayed on th3 'Bill Metcalf place till they died. 1 recken I 

do remember him. 

"1 can't tell you 'bout the war nor slavery. I don't know a thins 

'bout it. 1 heard but I couldn't tell you it been so long ago. They 

didn't expect nothing but freedOJll. They got along in the Reconstruction 

days about like they had been getting alons_ Seemed like they didn't 

know much about the war. They heard they was free. I don't remember the 

Ku Klux Klan. I heard old folks talk 'bout 1 t. 

"I don't know if' my father ever voted but I guess he did~ I have 

voted but I don't vote now. In part I 'proves of' the wamen votin'. I 

think the men outer vote and ""support' his family f'ur as he can. 

"I come here in 1914 f'rom Mississippi. I got busted fam1n '. I 

knowed a heap 0' people said they was doing so well I come too. I came 

on the train. 

ItI ain't got no home, no land. I got a hog. Ho garden. TIro 

times in the year now is hard -- winter and su:mmer. In ~cme "78 t~s 

is better~ In some ways they is worser. When a trade used to be made 
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to let you have provisions, you DO.,.. woUld.otstarve.. •• it10U 

can't get work yOU 'bout stan. end c~j1s~1i .0 01"841". Crops ~ •• 100d 

last 1"eil years and prices fair f'u.r it. Bu.t~ney won't buynoth1n' 110W. 

Everything is so high. Meat is so h1gb.~ Working man bave to eat _.t~ 

11" he don't he get weak. 

"The y~ung tolks do work~ 1'hey ,can't save ~ch tannin'. It tb,,. 

could do public work between times it be better. I had a har4 t~ in 

July and August. I got six children, they grown and gone. Ily wite 18 

72 years old. She ain't no 'count for work no more. The Government give 
< 

me an' her $10 a month between us two. Her name is Hannah lIetcalt. 

"I wish I did know someth1nt to tell you, lady, 'bout the Civil War 

and the slavery times. I done forgot 'bout all I heard 'em. talkin'. 

Vfuen you see Hannah she might know someth1n t •• 
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IntervieW8r, _______________ Mr __ 8~. __ Ba_r.n~i~oe~~Bo~._de __ D ______________ _ 

Person interviewed HeN Killer 
704 •• Second Avenue, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Age 85 Ocaupation Yardman 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
"Mistress, I'll tell you what my mother said. She said she birthed _ 

on Christmas morning in 1852 in Slmpter County, Georgia. It was on her old 

master's place. Brlgnt Herring was his name. Old mistress' name was Kiss 

Lizzie. My father belonged to a different owner. 

~c McClendon and John Mourning was two nigger traders and they 

brought my mother and sister Nancy and sister Liza and my sister Anna and 

Hardy Miller - that's me - out here on the train from Americus, Georgia 

to Memphis and put us on a steamboat and brought us here to Pine m.uft and 

sold me to Dr. Pope. He was a poor white man and he wanted a pair ot n1g-

gars. He bought me and Laura Beckw! the In them days a doctor examined 

you and if your heart was sound and your lungs os sound and you didn't 

have no broken bones -- have to pay one hundred dollars tor every year you 

was old. That was in 1862 and I was ten years old so they sold me for one 

thousand dollars and one thousand dollars for Laura cause ahe was sound too. 

Carried us down to Monticello and when I got free my JII8IDlDY came atter _. 

"Fore I lett Georgia, my daddy belonged to a man named Bill Ramsey_ 

You see niggers used the name of their masters. 

It! can remember when I was a boy Bill Ramsey set my father free and 

gi va him a free pass and anybody hire him have to pay just like they pay a 

nigger now. My daddy hired my maDIJlY from her master. My mammy was har 

masterts daughter by a colored woman. 
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ttMy daddy had a hoss named Salem and had a cart and he would take 

me and my IIl8IDrDY and my sister Liza end go to Americus and buy ratioD 

for the next week. 

ttI member when the war started in 1861 my lJl8DJIDY' hired me out to Mr.e 

Brewer and she used to gi t after me and say, 'You better do that good or 

Itll whip you. My husb~tnd gone to war now on account ot you nig~rs and 

it's a pity you niggers ever been cause he may get killed and I'll never 

see him again. ' 

"I member sesin t General 1h"agg' 8 men and General. Steele and General 

Marmaduke. Had a f'ight down at Mark' 8 Mill. We just lived six miles 

from there. Seen the Yankees comin' by along the big public road. The 

Yankees whipped and fought em so strong they didn It have time to bury the 

dead. We Gould see the buzzards and carrion crows. I used to hear old 

mistress say, 'There goes the buzzards, done et all the meat oft.' I 

used to go to mill and we could see the bones. Used to gGt out and look 

at their teeth. No ma'm, I wasn t t scared, the "hi te bOYR was w1 th me. 

"Dr. Pope was good to me, better to me than he was to Master Walter 

and Master Billy and my young MiS8, Aurelia. cause me and Laura was 

scared of' em and we tried to do everything they wanted. 

t'When the war ended in 1865 we was out in the field gettin' pump-

kina. Old master come out and said, 'Hardy, you and Laura is free now. 

You can stay or you can go and live with somebody else. f We stayed till 

1868 and then our mammies came after us. I was seventeen. 

WAfter freedom my mammy sent me to school. Teacher's name was W. H. 

Young. Name was William Young but he went under the head of W. H. 

Young. 



·. 
-I wnt to achoo1 tour 78C ___ tUn I lOt toe old. I 1euucl a 

whole lot. IAaru4 to read ... speU aD4 tiIProe I~ .. pretty • .,... 

I learned how to add and -.l t1pl7 and how to cu..e1 an4 how to work 

square root. 

"Ihat I've bee. loill' 4111 .., 11te la tUJl1J1' 40_ at J'a1:rfie14 _ tJae 

IItlrph1 place. 

-Vote" Go04 !.oral I 4._ more 'Vatu'. "V:ote. for all ~, Pre.lt ..... 
, 

Yukeea wouldn't let •• TOM :o..cr&t, llacl to Yote BelMbl1.... !be7'4'" 
• r • • 

the:' ag1tat1ll' •. 8tu4 r1p' tl1eft a:a4 ten _ tu ••• to YOM tu. I 

done quit vottn'. I yot.1 tu 000111p .. .. calle4 hSa Celle ..... "t'. 
the la8t l'otln' I til. on. ot Jq frie", :Levi .. tar. he ... oolored 

m&i1strate down at Yal:rflelcl. 

IIJCil 1lUX? What ,.. tal tiki abcMlt? Ita Ilux '-. te OU' l1oue. ., 

sister nlen'a hu.band Wllt to WU' oiL tile y .... a14e 4\u"1ll' '\1le -rar -

on the Republioan a1de and f_pt the ""erats. 

-.atter the war tu '" Ilu o~ a:a4 sot tu colore4 folk ..... 

toup" and kUle' _. I ... _ Jd" a n1ger np", ott hl. ~~ ,.U 

ott on his saok of cora en4 the old Blle "ke,' oa lOin'. 

"Ku nux used to weer. blB 014 1cmc robe with blmo1l •• of cottoa ..-.4 
~. 

all over It. I _bar one tme __ haT1at cJm.roh. an4 a 111 lQ.ux ... ll14 

up in the scattol4. !he preacher as rea41n' the Bible aD4 tel1'JI' .. 

tolka there .s a ... ·aent trca Oocl u4 ..,.. all ..... 1 be here 41Not1,.. 

Just then the I'u Ilux fell d08 and the D1IPra all thousht 't .. 1M 

angel and theY' sot up and fle •• 

ItIiJ. nux u_t to c_ to tile ollUoJl wll at uk tor a 41'iakaa4 sq, 

• I ain't had • bl t of _tar ablce I t-Ilt tlle .tU. .t ShU •• ' 



"Might as well tell the truth - had just as good a time when I DS a 

slave as when I was tree. Had all the hog meat and milk and everything 

else to eat. 

"I member one t~e when old master wasn't at home the Yankees come and 

say to old mistress, 'Madam, we is foragin'.' Old mistress su. 'My husband 

ain t t home; I can't let you.' Yankees say, 'Well, we're gain t to anyway.' 

They S~V, 'Where you keep your milk and butter?' Old mistress standin' up 

there, her face as red as blood and say, 'I haven't any milk or butter to 

spare.' :aJ.t the Yankees would hunt till they found it. 

"After a battle when the dead aoldiers was laym t around and dian tt 

have on no uniform cause some of the other soldiers took em, I'Ve heard the 

old folk what mowed say you could tell the Yankees from the Rebels cause 

the Yankees had blue veins on their belli6s and the Rebels didn't. 

~Now you want me to tell you bout this young nigger generation? I 

never thought I'd live to see this young generation come out and do as 

well as they is doin'. I'm goin t tell you the truth. When I was young, 

boys and girls used to wear long white shirt come down to their ankles, 

cause it would shrink, with a hole cut out for their head. I think they 

is doin' a whole lot better. Got better clothes. Almost look as well a8 

the white folks. I just say the Diggers dressin' better than the white 

fol.ks used to. 

~en I see some niggers got automobiles. Just been free bout 

seventy-two years and some ot em actin' just like white folk. now. 

WWell. good-bye -- it I don't see you again It11 meet you in 

Hea.ven." 
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Interviewer ____________ ~Be_ul_· _ah_·~Ih_._~~o-Q~d~H-agg~L-----------
~n<~ ~jyJl--

Person interviewed ______ B ......... X_._ti ......... l_l ..... -.r ____ Age 86 

1513 State Street, IJ. ttle Rock, Arkansas 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- ~ -'- -- ~ -- -- ~ ~ --- ~ - -
fiNo ma'am, it will not bother me one .bit it you want to haTe a 

long visit with me •••• Yes, I was a little busy, but 1t CaD. wait. 

I was getting my dishes ready tor a party tomorrow night. 

II Yes ma' am, I was born during slavery. I was born at a 11 ttle 

place called Fort Valley in Georgia, luly 25, 1851. Yort Valley is 

about 30 miles from )(acon. I came to Little Rock in 18'13. J4y old 

mistres3 was a widow. As well &S I can remember ,she did not have any 

slaves but my father and mother and the six children. No ma'., her 

name was not Miller, it was 'lade. • • • Ihere did I get JIly name, then? 

It came from my grandf'ather on. my father's side •••• Well, now, )(1sl, 

I can t t tell you where he got that D.8DJ8.. lrom some whi t8 master, I 

reckon. 

II We got tree in Georgia lune 15, 1865. I'll neTertorget 

that date. What I mean is, that was the day the big freedom c_. 

But we didn't know it and just worked on. JIy' tather was a shoe

maker for old mistress. Only one in town, tar as I r$~ollect. lie 

made a lot of money tor mistress. Mother was house worker tor her. 

As fast ~s us children got big enough to hire out, ahe leased us 

to anybody who would pay tor our hire. I was put out with another 

Widow woman who lived about 20 miles. She worked me on her cotton 

plantation. Old mistress sold one of my Sisters; took cotton for par. 
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I remember hearing the tell about the big price she brought because 

cotton was so high. O~d mistrel. BPt ~5 bales ot cotton tor sister; 

and it was only a tew days till treeds came and the man eo had 

traded all them bales of cotton lost my sister, but old mistress 

kept the. cotton. She was smart, wasn't she? She knew freedom was 

right there. Sister came right ba~k to my parents. 

tf lust give me time, :miaa, and I'll tell you the whole story. 

'Elis woman what had me hired tried to run away and take all her slavee 

along. I don' t remember just how D18DY, but a dozen or more. Lots ot 

white folks tried to run away and hide their slaves until atter the 

Yankee soldiers had been through the town searching for them what had 

not been set tree. She waa trying to get to the woods country. Bu. t 

she got nervous and scared and done the worst thing she could. She 

run right into a Yankee camp. Course they asked where we all belonpd 

and sent us where we belonged. ,They had always taught us to be scared 

of the Yankees. I remember just as wel~ when I got back to where my 

mother was she asked me: "Boy, why you come here? Don t t you know old 

mistress got you rented out? You're goin' be whipped tor sure." I 

told her, no, now we 80t freedom. !hat was the first they had heard. 

So then she had to tell my tather and mother. She tole them how they 

have no place to go, no money, - nothing to start life on; they bet

ter stay on with her. So my tather and mother kept on with her; she 

let them have a part ot what they made j she took some tor board, as 

was right. The white ladies what had me between them tixed it up 

that I would serve out the t~e I was rented out tor. It was about 

six montha more. JI;y parents saved money and we all went to a tarm. 
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I stayed with them till I was 19 years old •. Of course they sot all 

the money I made. I married 1Ih.en I .. a. 20, stlll llv1D6 in Georgia. 

We tried to tarm on shares. A man tram Arkansaa came there, get

ting lIP a colony of colored to go to Arkansas to tar.a. Told blS 

tales of fine land with nobody to work it. Not half 8S maD.7 Negroea 

in Arkansas as in Georgia. J(e and my wite joined up to go. 

1/ Well, matam, I didn't get enough education to be what you call 

a educated man. J(y tather paid tor a six month. night course tor 

me after peace. I learned to read and write and tigure a little. 

I have used my tablespoon full ot brains ever since, always adding 

to that start. I learned everything I could trom the many white 

friends I have had. J;:tJ.y way, miss, I have known enough to ma.ke a 

good living all these years. 

fiNow I'll get on with the story. Pirst work I got in Arkansas 

was working on a tam; me and her botli; we 81w&7. tried to stay 

together. We could not make anything on the Garner tar.a, and it 

was mighty unhealthy down in 70urche bottoms. I carried her back 

to Little Rock and I got work as house man in the lWlch hame. hom 

there I went to the hOlE ot ~dley 11. lones and stayed there 28 

years. That was the beginning of my catering. I just naturally 

took to cooking and serving. Whi te folks was at ill used to haviD& 

colored wait on them and they liked my style. Mr. lones was so kind. 

He told his friends about how I could plan big dinner. and banquets; 

then cook and serve them. Bight soon I was handling most ot the biC 

swell weddings tor the society tolks. Child, it I could call ott the 

names of the folks I have served, it would be mighty near everybody 
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ot any cODsequellce 111 Little Bock tor more than 55 yeara. Yea JIIl'_, 
I'm now being called onto serve the grandchildren ot Jq tirst cua-

Illhring the 28 years I lived in 1Ir. 10nea' tamily I was "nug 

banquets, big public dinners, all kinds ot big artaira. I have l:wd 

the spring and tall banquets tor the Scottish Rite Masons tor more 

than 41 years. I have served nearly all the Governor's banquets, 

college graduation and reunion parties; I took care ot President 

Roosevelt - not this one, but Teddy -. Served about 600 that day. 

my big parties tor colored people? ••• Yes IDa 'am! Don't you 

remember when Booker T. Washington ftS here? • • • No ma t am. 'lhi te 

folks didn't have a thing to do with it, excepting the city let us 

have the new fire station. It was just tinished but the tire engines 

ain't moved in yet. I served about 600 that time. Yes ma'am, there 

was a lot of white folks there. !han, I have been called to other 

places to do the catering. Lonoke, Benton, Malvern, Conway - a heap 

of places like that. 

!INo miss, I didn't always have all the catering business; oh, no. 

There was Mr. Rossner. He was a fine man. Ylhi te gentleman. I used 

to help h~ a lot. But when he sold out to Bott, I got a lot ot what 

buSiness Mr. Rossner had had" Mr. Bott waa a lew. 41;1 that time my 

wife was my best helper. I took a young colored fellow named l'reel1ng 

Alexander and taught h~ the business. He never been able to make it 

go on his own, but doea fine working on salary. He has a cafeteria no .... 

. '1 

Well thank you mias, speaking about my home like that. Yea 

ma'am, I sure do own it. Fitty-two years I been fiving right here. 



First I bought the lot; 1t took me two years to pay tor 1t. Next I 

build a little house. The big pin oak trees out tront was only 

saplings when I set them out. Coma out in the baok yard and see my 

pecan tree •••• It is a giant, ain't it? Yes ma'am, it was a tiny 

thing when I set it out titty-two years ago. oar only child was 

born in this house, - a dear daughter - and her three babies were 

born here too. Atter my wite and daughter died, me and the children 

kept on trying to keep the home together. I have taught them the 

catering business. , Both granddaughters are high school graduates. 

The boy is in Nexico. Betore he went he signed his name to a check 
1'\ 

and said: "Here, grand pa. You ain't going to want tor a thing 
v 

while I'm gone. It something happens to your catering business, or 

you get so you can't work, till this in tor whatever you need." But 

thank the good Lord, I'm still going strong. Nobody has ever had to 

take care ot H. K. Miller. Now let me tell you something else about 

this place. For more than ten years I have been paying t&4.64 every 

year for my part ot that asphalt paving you see out in tront. Yes 

ma'am, the lot is 50 toot trant, and I am paying tor only halt ot it; 

trom my curb line to the middle at the street. Maybe it I live long 
\ 

enough It 11 get it paid tor sometime., 

hI haven't tried to 'lay by much money. I don't suppose there is 

any other colored man - uneducated like me. - what has done more for 

his community. I have given as high as tao and tlOO at one time to 

help out on the church debt or when they wanted to build. I always 

help in times at tloods and things 11ke that. I've helped many wh1te 

persons in my 11fetime. 

Q2-,5. a 

," .' 



'IWell, now, I'll tell you what I think about the voting syat8Dl. I 

think thi8. Ot course we are still in subjection to the white people; 

they are in the majority and have mDst ot the government o¥ their side. 
,S 

aI.t I think that, er, - er, - well Itll tell you, while it all right 
,t 

for them to be at the head or things, they ought to do what i8 right. 

Being educated, they ougnt to know right tra. wrong. I believe in the 

Bible, miss. Look here. This little book - Gospel ot St. John - has 

been carried in my pocket every day tor years and years. And I never 

miss a day reading it. I don't see how same people can be so unju8t. 

I guess they never read their Bible. The reason I been able to make 

6. 

my three~score years and ten is because I obeys what the Good Book says. 

"Now, let me see. I can remember that I been voting mighty near 

ever since I been here. I never had any trouble voting. I haye never 

been objected tram voting that I remember ot. 

hNow you ask about what I think ot the young people. Well, I tell 

you. I think really that the young people ot today had better begin to 

cheek up, a little. They are going too taste They don't aeem to have, 

enough consideration. When I see so many killed in automobile accidents, 

and know that drinking is the cause ot so many car aCCidents, -well, 

yes ma'am, drinking sure does have a lot to do with it. I think they 

should more consider the way they going to make a livi~. Make a rule to 

look before they act. Another thing - the education being given them -

they are not taking advantage ot it. It they would protit by what they 

learn'they could benetit theirselves. A lot ot them now spend heap ot 

time trying to get to be doctors and lawyers and like that. !hat 1s a 

mistake. There is not enough work among colored people to support thea. 
, '" 
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I knOW. Negroes do not have confidence in their race for this kind 

of business. No ma'am. Colored will go for a white doctor and white 

~awyer 'cause they think they know more about that kind of business. 

I would recommend as the best means of making a li Ting tor colored 

young people is to select same kind of work that is absolutely nec

essary to be done and then do' it honestly. The trades, carpentering, 

paper hanging, painting, garage work. ~me work that white people 
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need to have done, and they just as soon colored do it as white. White 

folks ain't never going to have Negro doctors and lawyer., I reckon. 

That's the reason I took up catering - even that long ago. Fifty-five 

years ago I ,knew to look around and f1nd SCllle work that white folks 

would need done. There's where your living comes tram. 

IIYes, miss, my blsiness 1s slack - falling ott, as you say. 

Catering is not what it used to be. You see, 30 or 40 years ago, 

people's homes were grand and big; big dining roQ1l1S, built for partie. 

and banquets. Eut for the big affairs with 500 or 600 ~ests, they 

went to the hotels. Even the hotels had to rent my dishes, sU ver and 

linens •••• Oh, lord, yes, miss. I always had my own. It took .. 

ten years to save enough money to start out with my first 500 of every

thing. • • • You want to see them? • • • • Sure, I keep them here at 

home. • • • Look. Here t s my silver chests, all packed. ~o go. I have 

them divided into d1fferen t sizes. !his Olle has fifty ot every kind 

of Silver, so if fifty gUests are to be provided for. I keep my linens, 

plates of different Sizes, glasses and everything the same oy. J. 200-

guest outfit is packed in those chests over there. No, ma'sa, I don't 

have much trouble of lOSing silver. because it all ha.1I my in! tials 011; 



look: H.K.M. on every piece. Heap ot dishes are broken every time I 
Ii /I 

have a big catering. I tound one plate yesterday - the last of a full 

pattern I had fifteen years ago. About every ten years is a complete 

turnover of china. Glassware goes faster, and ot course, the linen is 

the greatest overhead. Yes ma'am, as I was telling you, catering is 
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slack because of clubs. So many women take their parties to clubs now. 

Another thing, the style ot tood has changed. In those old days, the 

table was loaded with three four meats, fish, half dozen vegetable 

dishes, entrees, ditterent kinds of wine, and an array of desserts. 

Now what do they have? Liquid punch, frozen punch and cakes. In june 

I had a wedding party for 400, and that's all they served. I had to 

have 30 punch bOWls, but borrowed about half trom my white friends. 

/'You have got that wrong about me living with my grandchildren. No 

ma'am! They are living with me. They make their home with me. I don't 

expect ever to marry again. I'm 86. In my w11l I am leaving everything 

I have to my three grandchildren. 

i'Well, miss, you're looking young and bloom:Jng. Guess your husband 

is right proud ot you? Say you're a widow? Well, now, 'lIlY' goodness. Some 

of these days a tine man going to find you and then, er - - er, lady, 

let me cater for the wedding? \\ 
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futerviewer __________________ Smm __ ~~e~l~S~. __ T_al~l~o~r ______________ ___ 

Person interviewed~~~~~~~Be--nry~"K~i~~~k~Ul--l~le-r~~~------__ 
/;::) t/ 1513 state Street, Little Rock, .Arkansas 

Age~Co 

----------~~~-----~-------~-~------

"I am eighty-six years old--eighty-six years and six months. I was 

born July 25, 1851. I ftS a slave. Didn't get tree till lune 1865. I 

was a boy fifteen years old when I got :tree. 

"I have been living in this house fifty years. I have been 11 villg in 

.Arkansas ever since 18'13. ~at makes about sixty-five years. 

"The engineer who got killed in that wreck the other da7 (& wreck 

which occurred February 7, 1938, Monday morning at three 8llc1 in which the 

engineer and five other people were killed) came right trom my t01lll, .Port 

Valley t Georgia. I came here trom there in 1873. I don't know 8D7body 

living in Fort Valley now unless it's DIY' own tolks. And I don't 'speot ltd 

know them now. When I got married and lett there, I was only twenty-one 

years old. 

Parents and Relatives 

"My mother and tather were born in South Carolina. Atter their master 

and missis married they came to Georgia. Back there I don't know. When I 

remember anything they were in Georgia. They said they came frClll South 

Carolina to Georgia. I don't know how they cameo Both ot my parents are 

Negroes. They came to Arkansas ahead of me. I have their p1ctures.- (He 

carried me into the parlor and showed me lite-sized bust portraits ot his 

mother and father.) 
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"There are eip""a ot us: .iz 'boys an4 t_l va girl.. !!ley are all 

dead now but myselt sad ODe a1ater. Ib.e live_ 1n At18l1t8, Georg1a. 1_ 

older than she 1a. 

00oupat1oa 

"I am a caterer. 

their annual reunion .""1"7 .ix JIlOnths tor tortyiooOlle rears.. are goiag to 

the Seventh Street Bntranoe this 1Pr1cla1. One ot the ordera Will have a 

dinner and I am going d01lD. to aerTe it. I served the diDaer tor 'letldT 

. Roosevelt there, thirty yeara ago. !'hi. Roosevelt ia a cousin ot his. 

llaster. 

"My parents' maate;r ... D8II8d Wade. When he died, I waa 80 l1ttle 

that they had to lift me up to let me see into theoott1n .0 I oould look 

at him. I went to his c1aupter. ~ nea is atter Jq ta.1;ller's tather. Il7 

grandfather was named lf111er. I took hi.~. Be 11&8 a white _. 
,"_ ... _"., _." "'--,. . . ----

"Wade's daughter .. s named Riley, but I keep., granc1tath.r'. _~ 

My mother and tather are then transterred to the Rileys too, and they toek 

the name ot Riley. It._ atter freedom that I took the name 1111181' frca 

my original people. Haftn BUey' a tather _s 1117 brother.- (1IaT8l1 RUey 

lives in Little Rock and .... formerly an instru.otor at Philander 8a1th 

College. Now he la a publio stenographer and a priYate teacher.) 

"'Nade owned allot Jq brothera and aistera and parenta and some ot 'lIlT 

kin-father's sister and brothel'. !here might have been soma more I can't 

remember. Wade was a tarmer. .. 
ttl remember once 1Ih.ell my mother and tather wre goag to the tleld to 

work, I went wl th th_ as usual. '!'hat was betore Wada dled an.cl his dauptar 

drew us. 
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"My wite died six years 880. It she had 1i Ted till tomorrow, she 

would have been married to me sixty years. She died on the tenth ot 

Fe bruary and we were married on the sixih. We just laoked ti va year. ot 

being married sixty years when she died.. 

I'ood 

"For rood, I don't kIlow anything more than bread and JJl8at. Ileal, 

meat. molasses were the only rations I aaw. In those times the white people· 

had what lias known aa the white people'" house and then what was kn01ll1 a. 

nigger quarters. The children that .eren· t bi8 enoup to work were ted at 

the white people' 8 house. We got m1lk and mu.sh tor breakfast. 1Ihen they 

boiled cabbage ... got bread and pot ""liquor., :lor supper .e got milk and 

bread. They had co.s cd the children were ted mostly on milk and _all or 

milk and bread. 'Ie used to bake a corn cake in the ashe. t ash cake, anel put 

it in the milk. 

"The chickens used to layout in the barn. It we children would tind 

the nests and bring the eggs in our mi.si" would give us a biSCUit, and _ 

always got biscuits tor ChristInas. 

Houses in the Negro 'luarters 

"In the nigger quarters there .ere nothing but log house.. I don'1; 

remember any house other than a log house. They'd just go out in the woods 

and get logs and put up a log house. Pu.t dirt and mud or clar in the 

cra.cks to seal it. Notch the logs in the end to hitch them at corner •• 

Nailed planks at the end ot the logs to make a door trame. 

"My people all ate and cooked and lived in the same room. Some ot the 

slaves had dirt tloors and acae ot them had plank: tloor •• 



"Food wal kept ill the houae .in a son of box or o~en, built in the' 

wall sanet1mea. Mostly it was kept; OIl tha table. 

"In cooking they had a 1'OUD.d OTen ma4e like a pot only the bottca 

would ·be flat. It had an ircm top. !he oven _s a bought oven. It ... 

shaped like a barrel. The top litted up. Coal was plaoed uilder the oven 

and a 1i ttle on top. 

'.rabl.e. and Chairs 
\ 

"Tables were just boards naUed topther. Bothing but planks naUed 

.&. ·89 

together. I don't remember nothing but homemade benohes tor chairs~ !h87 

scmetimes made plat~,e4 or apli t-bottom ohairs out ot 1Ihl te oak. StripJt ot 

oak were seven reet long. '!'hey put them. in water ao they would bend eaall7 

and wove them whl1e they were flexible and fresh. The whole c.hair bottOll 

was made out ot one strip just like 1J:L -ins. Those chairs are .tollier 

than the chairs they make now.· 

('fo be continued) 
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Interview6r __ ..... Kr;;;;; ..... ;:;.o.:....;Ai;;;;;D;;;;;n;;;;i ... e __ L;,;; ........ La ...... O-.o ... tt ....... _ .. ~., __ _ 

Parson intervle.ed ____ ~Ma~:t~i~l~da~.~._11r· l~.~r ______ _ 
Humphrey, Irk. 

Age 79 

.------ - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - --_ ... _--
The day of the interview Matilda, a nle~ clean-looking 

Negro woman, was in bed, suffering frODl someklnd of a -pain in 

her head. She lives in a little two-room unpainted boxed house 

beside the highway in Humphrey. Her house Is ·almost in the. 

shadow of the big tank which was put up reoently when the town 

acquired its water system. 

When told that the visitor .anted to talk with her about 

her early life, Matilda 8ald, "Well, honey, I III tell you all I 

can, but you see, I was just a little girl·when the war .as, 

but live heard my mother tell lots ot thing. about then. 

ttl was born a :slave; lIt1 mother and daddy both.ere owned 

by Judge Richard Gamble at Crockett's Bluff. I was born at 

BooneHill - about twelve miles north of DeWitt - and how come 

it named. Boone Hill, that farm was my You.ns mistress's. Her 

papa give it to her, just like he give me to her when I was lit

tle, and after ahe married Kr. 011 vel' Boone and 11 ved there the 

farm always went by the name of 'Boon., Hill. t !he house 1. 

right on top of ,a hill, you know, it shure was a pretty place 

m~n Miss Georgia lived there, with great big Magnolia tree. all 

in the front ,..,rd. I· belonged to Mis8 Georgia # my young mis

tress, and when the niggers·were freed J'l17 JDawma stald on with 

her. She was right there whenbotb of b1~ ch1.11unwere born, 



... 

Mr. John Boone and 1l1s8 Mal"J, too. I nursed .'bath of them chil

lun. You lmow who :Miss Mal7 ianow i don't 70111 Yes tum, she t 8 

Mr. Lester Black' a wite and be's good, too. 

HI was de oney child my mother had till twelve years af

ter the surrender. You see, my papa went off with Yankees and 

didn't come back till twelve yearsatter we was free, and then 

I had some brotherli and sisters. Exactly nine months from the 

day my daddy come home, I had a baby brother born. My mother 

said she knew my daddy bad been married or took up with some 

other woman~ but she hadn't got a divorce and still counted him 

her husband. They lived for a long time with our white folks, 

for they were good to us, but you know atter the boys and girls 

got grown and began to marry anti" live in different places, Jlt1 

parents wanted to be with them and left the white folks. 

"No mam, I didn't see any fighting, but w. could hear the 

big guns booming away off 1n the distance. I was married when 

I was 21 to Henry Miller and lived with him 51 years and ten 

months; he died .from old age and bard work. We had two chillun, 

both girls. One of them lives here with me in that other room. 

~ said the Yankees told the Negroes when they got em freed 

ther'd give em a mule and a farm or maybe a part of the planta

tion they'd been working on for their white folks. She thought' 

they just told em that to make them dissatisfied and to get more 

of them Ito join up with em' and they were dressed in pretty blue 

clothes and bad nice horses and tba t made lots of the Negro men 

go with them. None of em ever got anything but what their white 

folks give em, and just lots and lots of ea never come back after 

" )' 
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the war cause the Y8.llkees put them in front .haDe the shoot.ing 

was and they was killed..,. husband Henry MIller died four years 

ago. He followed public work and made plenty of money but he 
~ 

had lots of friends and his money went easy too. I don't spect 

I'll live long for this hnrtin' in my head 1s awful bad sometime." 

I 
t 
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Intervi ... r. ______ ......;lI1=8;,,;;a;,..Ire.ue::;:;;,.;;·;:;;;:;;..;Bo;;:;,;be;;,;· _n ___ ._oa ___ ~----
Person intervie.e4:-_-....:.:=:.;t:;::h:;::.:::,D ..;:E=:.=11::;e;:;:r .... r...;;;;;Ma;;::;d:::;;:1:;:80::;;:OD.;::;:z.' .,;;:: . .&r-.::;;k;::8J1::;aa;:;;;;::::8 ___ _ 

A8a Born in l868 

------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - -

"Lady. I'll teU.;you Qat I know rut it won't nigh till your book~ 

"I was born in 1862 south ot Lockeaba;~I • .Arkallsa8. M7 parenta _a 

Marther and lhrl tiller. 

"They told me their owners coma here trail I'orih Carolina in 1820. 

They owned lots ot slaves and lots ot land. )[other .as medium. light

about my oolor. See, I'm. mixed. _ hair is white. I heard mother s87 

she never worked in the 1'1eld. hther was a blackam1 th on the place. He 

wasn't a slave. His grandtather w111ed him tree at ten years ot age. It 

was tried in the SUpreme Court. !'hey set him tree. Said they couldn't 

break: the dead man's 11'111. 

"My father was a rv...l br1ght colored DJ8ll.. It caused aome dis-

turbanoe. Father went back and torth to Kansas. They tried to .ate him 

leave if' he was a tree..6.. They said I would have to be a slave several 

years or leave the State. Freedom. settled that tor me. 

"My great grandmother on rq mother' 8 side belong to Th(JD88 J'ef'tersOlL. 

He was good to h.r. She used to tell me stories on her lap. She ccae 

fran Virginia to 'rennessee. '!'hey all cried to go back to Virginia and 

their master got mad and sold them. He was a meaner man. Her ll8Ia .. 

Sarah J'ef'f'eraoD.. Kariah was her daughter and Marther was Jq mother. by 

was real dark f"olks but mother was JJf1 color t or a ahade darker. 



"Grandmother said she picked cotton tram the seed all day till her 

fin~rs nearly bled. That was fare gin day. They said the more hills ot 

to bacco you could cuI ti vate was how much you was worth. 

"I don't remember the Ku Klux. They was in my little boy days but 

they never bothered me. 

2. B4 

"All my life I been working hard-steamboat, railroad, farming. Wore 

clean out now. 

"Times is awf'ul hard. I am worn clean out.. I am not sick. I'm 

ashamed to say I can't do a good day's work but I couldn't. I am proud to 

own I get commodities and ts trom the Relief. 1t 



rntervlewer ________ !h;;;;;;;o.;QJ��;;;;;;;;;;8_S .... lo;;o;8 ... ;;o;;O;;,;;1'8_. _ IIliiiiiiiiioc .. I ... ___ - __ _ 

Person 1nterv1e1l8d:.-___ S.;;:;;;:;..;.;;;;;:;11;;1;;;;e_r;"zt...;;JIo;;:;."~i;:;;1_t;;,;o;,;;;D. .... ..;Ar;;;.;k:;;;a:;;D;;;;s;;,;a;::;s;...... __ 

.Age 98 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ... 

"I is ninety-eight years old, BUh. J4y name's Sam. Miller, and I was 

born in Texas in 184O--dont t know de month nor de day. JIy parents died 

when I was jes' • little chap, and we came to Conway County, Arkansas ~1tty 

years ago; been livin' here ever since. IIy wite's name was .Annie Williaa

son. We ain't got no chillun and never had none. I don t t belong to no 

chu'ch, but my wite is a Baptist. 

"Can't see to git around mu.ch 11011'. Ho, auk, I can't read or write, 

neither. MY memory ain't so good about th1ng~ when I was little, • .., back 

yonder, but I sure members dem Xu Klux Klans· and de militia. i'bey used to 

ketch people and take em out and whup em. 

"Don't rickolleck any ot de old songs but one or two--oh, yes, dey 

used to sing 'Old time religion t s good enough tor 1D8' 8Jld songs like at. 

"De young peoplel Lawzy, I jest dunno how to take em. Can't under-

stand em at all. Dey too much tor me!1t 

~: The old tellow chuckled and shook his head ~t said very little 

more. He could have told mch blt tor his taulty Dl8Dlory, no doubt. He ftS 

t-
almost non-commi ~ as to tacts ot slavery dflJ'S, the liar between the States, 

and Reconstruction period. Has the sense ot humor that' seems to be a char

acteristic ot most of the old-time Negroes, but aside f'rCD a whimsical chuckle 
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shoWS little ot the interest that il usually associated with the old 

generation ot Negroes. 
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rntervi811er. _______ lU;;;;:;;;;;ss;;:;;..,;;IreD;;;,;;;;;;; ........ B.o_be;,,;:;;;;;;," ... s .. o ... __. ______ _ 

Person interv1e1f84l-_...!.!.:.~J):!..~¥1!!:!:.:1!::!1:!e~r;a. • ...!.~.~.~t~I!eJaph~~~l~s~ • ..:Ar~k;~8~D~sa:!! .. ~. __ 

Age 65? 

---------- - - -- ---- - --- - - - - - .. - - - - ~ --- - - ~ 

-Grandpa was sold t1f1ce in Baleish, )Jorth Carol1Da. Be -'8 . 

sold twice to the same people, fr~ the JI111ers to the Robertson. 
\ 

(RobersolLS, RobilLSona, etc.?). He said the RobertsemS 1Iere Aot so 

very good to hm but the tillers _re. Grandma waa 1Iashing when a 

Yank come and told th_ they had been sot free. They quit washing 

and went trOlll house to house rejoicing. _ parents' D.a1I8S ... .. 
Jesse and IIar7 tiller, and Grand-. Agnes and Grandpa Peter K1ller. 

The HobertsoDS was hill wheat farmers. 1!J.e JlUlers had a cloth 

factory. Dan )filler oWlLed it and he raised 1Ib.eat. Kama 118.8 a puDJ' 

woman and they worked her in the factory. She made cl~th and yarn. 

WI 1I&S born in Baleigb., Jlorth Ceroli .. 01' clo .. bJ' there. Jr;r 

father's uncle lOhn House brought about OlLe hundred familie. fro. 

North Carolina to QJ1i ttendeD. County, tississippi. I was seYen 

years old. Be said they rode aules to pick cottOIl, it groo1f8d up 

l1ke trees. We COJDe ill car boxes. I CCD8 to H$ath and HeleDB. 

eleven years ago. Papa stayed with his master Dan Killer till 

my uncle tolled hla aft1'. lie died with SJDa1lpo% soon after _ 

come to II1ssissippl. 

WIt is a Tary good country but they: don't pick cotton rid1J&& 

on mules, at least I ain't 88ed nOlle that way.-
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E1 Dorado Distriot 

FOLKLORE SUBJECTS 

Nam3 of Interviewer. ____ ...;;.:p..;;.e.;.rne~-ll_a~A;..;D;;;.d~e;;.;r;;.;s;;.;o;.;;;n~------________ _ 

SUbjeot. ____________ ----~~~S~LA~"~~. ~ER~Y~:1~U~S~T~OMS~ ____________________________ __ 

story - Information (If not enough spaoe on this page add page) 

Ah use tp.r oould tawk: an tell a thing plum well bu t ah been broke up by a 

oah. Call run ovah mah haid an ah oouldn' tawk fuh 30 days. So now ah ." aint no 

good fu..l,. nothin. Ah rroollect one nif.ht ah dream a dream." De dream at ah 

dreamt, next morning dat dream come true. Jes like ah dreamt hit. Yes hit did. 

Ah wu:z heah in slavery time. Ah membuh men dey freed us niggers. Se here, a.h .. 
... ruz a purty rood size kid when dey free us. Ah kin membuh our house. Sot dis 

way. An ole Marster called all his niggers up. Dey all cone along roun in a 

squad on de poroh. Ah did not heah whut he said tuh em. But mah step-pa wuz 

dere an tole us we wuz free. An atter" dey freed mah step-pa ah recolle ot he 
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went on home and fried some aigs(eggs) in de ubben. Kpow we didn have no stove 

we cooked on de fiuhplace. As ah said cook dem aigs, gin"me some uv hit, an he 

lef' den. Vrent east and ah aint nevah seed dat man since. Ah membuhs once ah 

go~ a whoopin bout goin tuh de chinquepin tree. Some uv um tole me ole master 

wuz rwianter let us quit at dinnuh an so in plaoe uv me goin ter dinnuh ah 

went on b:,r de chinquepin tree tuh git some chanks. Ah had a brothuh wid :me. 

So ah corne tuh fine out dat dey gin tub callin us. Dey hollered tuh come on 

dat we ~lZ gointer pick cotton. So in Dlace uv us goin on tuh de house we 

went on baok tuh de fiel'. Our fiel WUZ" bout a mile fum. de house. Ole Moster 

waited down dere at de gate. He call me when ah got dere an wanted tub know 

Why' ah didn come and gi t nah dinnah sos a.h could pick ootton. So he taken ma.h 

britches down dat day. Mah ohinks all run out on de groun' an he tole mah 

brothah tuh piok um up. Ah knocked mah brothuh ovah fuh pickin urn up an aftuh 

M done dat ole master taken his red pocket han'cher out and tied hit ovah mah 

ees tuh keep me fum seein man brothuh pick un up. 

'Ibis Inforiila. tion given bY', ____ M;;;;.;;.o;;.se;.....;;M;;;,:i;,;;n;;;;s;.;;e;.;;;r_~-;....:FoJialla.r.ttiDlOllU.r_-;:::...,AIOW'i>le~-:.7u8"--_____ _ 

Place of Res idence ! mdles fram El Dorado - Seotion 8 

.. 
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So when he got through wid me and put !Dab britches back on me ah went on tub 

de riel and went tub pickin ootton. Dat evenin when us stop piokin ootton ah 

took mah brothah down and taken mab chinquapins. 

t : • 
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rntervieW8r ____________ ~M1~s_8~Ire __ D8~_R_o.b~e~rt~s~o=n~ ________ ___ 

Person 1nterviewed _____ G_i~p~~ __ n_t_o_n~; __ Da __ 8~Ar __ C_,~Ar __ ka_an __ 8.as ____ __ 

Age 84 

- ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - -
\ , 

I was born at Jackson. Alabama on the Tennessee River. It was 

aho a putty river. I never did know my grandfolks. I think my 

father was a soldier. My master was a soldier, I think. He was in 

de war. I do remember the Civil War. I remember the last battle at 

Scottsboro. There was several but one big battle and they got to 

Belfontain. That is where ~t seamed they were trying to go. I don't 

recollect who won the battle. I heard them fighting and saw the 

smoke and atter they went on saw the bodies dead and all that ... 

left was like a cyclone had swept by. There was a big regiment sta-

tioned at Scottsboro. It was just like any war taught with guns and 

they lived in tents. They took everything they could ftnd. Looked 

like starvation was upon de land. 

\1, r had two sisters and one brother and my mother died when I 

was a baby. I corne out here to Arkansas with my mothers old mdster 

and mi~tress and never did 3ee nor hear ~t none of them. No I never 

did hear trom none ot th~. I come out here when I was ten or 

twelve years old. It waSt it was right atter the war. I recken I 

was freed, but I was raised by white tolks and I stayed right on wid 

em. :oat treedom ain't never bothered m.. 

, " , ) '} I ;, .. 
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I.\My ~oster and mistress names was ~ter Alfred Minton. Day 

call me Gip for him.. Glp Minton is what they always called me. My 

mistress waa Miss Annie Minton. I stayed right wid em. They raised 

me and I come on here wid em. I don't know nothin about that free-

dom. 

" I recken 'they was good to me. I et in de kitchen when they got 

through or on a table out in de back yard sometimes. I slept in an 

outhouse they fiX6d up mostly, when I got up big. 

\ \ We come on the train to Memphis and they come on thater way to 

Lonoke ear we settled. Dow Shirley was the mall I come Oll horse-

back with from Memphis to Lonoke. He was a man what d~t in horses. 

&ure he was a white man. He's where we got some horses. I don't 

remember if he lived at Lonoke or not. 

\ 
\ I have voted, yes ma'am, a heap ot times. I don't remember 

what kind er ticket I votes. I'm a Democrat, I think so. I ain't 

voted fur sometime now. I don't know it I'll vote any more times or 

not. I don't know what is right bout votin and what ain't right. 

,'When I was a boy I helped tarm. We had what we made. I guess 

it was plenty. I had more to eat and I didn't have as many changes 

of clothes as folks has to have nowdays bout all de difference. 

They raised lots more. They bought things to do a year and didn't be 

~lus goin to town. It was hard to come to town. Yes mam it did taka 

B. long time, sometimes in a ox wagon. The oxen pulled more over muddy 

roads. Took three days to come to town and gi t backo I farmed one-

half-f'or-the-other and on shear crop. 
r 

Well one bout good as the other. 
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Bout all anybody can make tarmin is plenty to eat and a little to 

wear long time ago and nows the same way(. The most I recken I ever 

did make was on Surrounded Hill (Biscoe) when I farmed one-half-fur-

de-udder for Sheriff Reinhardt. The ground was new and rich and the 

seasons hit just fine. No maam I never owned no farm, no livestock, 

no home. The only thing I owned was a horse one time. I worked 16 

or 17 years for Mr. Brown and for Mr. Plunkett and Son. I drayed all 

de ti.'ll9 fur em. Hauled freight up from the old dvpot (whart) down ..)n 

the river. u>ng time fore a railroad was thougat of. I helped load 

cotton and hides on the boats__ We loaded all day and all night too 

heap o'nights. We worked till we got through and let em take the ship 

on. 

\' The times is critical for old tolks, wages low and everything 

is so high. The young tolks got heap better educations 1:ut seems 

like they can't use it. They don't know how to any avantage. I know 

they don't have as good chances at farmdn as de older folks had. I 

don't know why it is. My son lIOrks up a. t the lumber yard. Yes he owns 

this house. That t s all he owns. He make nough to get by on, I recken. 

He works hard, yes maam. He helps me if he can. I get $4 a month jan-

i tor at the Farmers and Merchants Bank (Des Arc). I works a little 

f,"arden and cleans ott yards. No maam 1 t hurts my rheumatism to run 

the yard mower. I works when I sho can't hardly go. Noth1n matter 

cept I'm bout w~'out. I plied for the old tolks p&~ but I ain't 

got nuthin yet. I signed up at the bank fur it agin not long ago. I 

has been allu8 self sportin. Didn't pend on no livin soul but ~self. 
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Interv1e .. er. ___ ..... ___ Jlr;:;,· .,B.:. .. ..r::1!r.;:;.;;,;ra.1::;;:ee;: .... 10;::;,;. :,;: ....... ;::01::.-..;.. ____ _ 

Person 1D.tervie.4 .&..1. 14i toheU 
419 I. 11th ..lvea\w, P1l1e nun, Arkansas 

!fJJ. '18 Occupat ionGarb!e hauler 

--------------------------------------

"I was 'bout seYeD. when they surrendered. I can. remember when 1IlI' 

old master sold .Aunt $lsan. She raised me. I seen old master when he waa 

tryin' to whip old .Aunt Su.aan. She was the cook. She said, t lain 't 

goin' let you whip me' and I hear~ Irf sister say next day he done sold 

Aunt Susan. I a1D.' t aeedher sinCe. I cal1ed her:M. Ib" mother die4 

when I was two years old. She was fUll. Injun. JQ" father was blaok but 

his hair was straight. His face was 80 black it abiDed. Looked like it 

was greased. IIr father said he was treeborn and I've seen stripes 011 hia 

back look like the veins on baok of my hand where they whipped hill tryin' 

to make him disown his freedom. 

"Old jack Clifton was 1117 master. Yes lila 'Il. that 1I'U his name. 

"I 'member when they had those old looms -- maktn' cloth and old 

shuttle to put the thread on. I can se8 'em now. 

"I can 'member when this used to be a Injun place. I've aeen old 

Injun mounds. White folks come and run 'em. out and give 'em Injun 

Territory. 

"I heered the @Wls in the war and seed the talks comin' home when the 

war broke. They said they was fitint 'bout freedca, try1.n' to tree the 

people. I 'member when they was ntin' at )(arks till. I know same of the 
;. 

people said that was 1Ihere the;y was sot :tree. 
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Rearm' 'bout 'em scared _. I have a lood recollection. I can 

remember the first dream I ever had and the first time I whistled. I cu 

remember when I was two or three years old. Remember when they had a b1g 

old conch shell. Old _tel' would blow it at twel T8 0' clock for 'em to 

come in. 

·Old master was good to us but I 'member he had a leather strap and if 

we chil1un had done anyth1D.s he t d make us younguns put our head 'tween his 

legs and put that strap on us. My goodness! Be called 111& Pat and called 

his own son Bug - his awn son Iunie. We played together. Old master had 

nicknames for everybody_ 
I 

"My first mistress was named IIias Mary but she died. I 'member when 

old master married and brought lIis. Becky home. 

"Marse John (he was old master's oldest SOD) he used to tote me about 

in his saddle bags, He &s the overseer. 

"I 'member old master's r1din I hoss - a little old bay POD:Y - called 

him Hardy. I never remember nob0d7 e1s8 bain' on 1t - that was his r1d1n' 

hoss. 

"Old master had dogs, One was Gus and one named Brute (he was a red 

bone hound). And one little dog they called Tr1gger. Old master's head as 

whi te as cotton. 

"I do remember the day they said the people was tree - after the war 

broke. My tather come and got ma. 

"Now I'm glvin' you a true statament. I've been stayln' by myself 

twenty-three year.. I been here in Pine Bluft -- well I jest had got here 

when the people was oomin t back !'rom. that German war. 



"My God, we had the finest time when we killed hogs -make sausage. 

We'd eat orackiin's .. oh, we thought they wasn't nothin. like crack1in's. 

The Lord have mercy, there was an old beech tree set there in Jq Diaa'Hr'. 

yard. You could hear that old tree pop ever' day bout the _ ti.me, bout 

tel ve o' clock. . W. used to eat beech mass. Oood? Yes Ina'm! I think about 

it often and wonder why it was right in old master's yard. 

"I've cast a many a vote. Kot a bit of trouble in the world. Hope 

elect most all the old officers here in town. I had a brother was a con-

stable under Squire Gaines. Well ot course, Jliss, I don't think it'. 
, 

right when they disfranchised the colored people. I tell you, MiSS, I 

read the Bible and the Bible says every man has his rights _ ... the poor and 

the free and the bound. I got good sense from the time I leaped in this 

world. I 'member well I used to go and cast my vote just that quick but 

they got so they .ouldn't let you vote unless you could read. 

"I've had 'em to otter me money to vote the Democrat ticket. I told 

him, no. I didn't think that was principle. !he colo~ man ain't got no 

representive now. Co10red:men used to be elected to the legislature and 

they'd go and sellout. Some of tem used to vote the Democrat ticket. Gocl 

wants every man to have his birthright. 

"I tell you one thing they did. !his here no fence la. was one of the 

lowest things they ever dld. I don't know what the governor was studyin' 

'bout. If they would. let the old people raise meat, they wouldn't have to 

get so much help tram the government. Ood don't like that, God wants the 

people to raise thins-. I could :make a linn' rut they won't le't me. 

"The first thing I remember bout stydy1n' ft_ Juie. old aster' _ son, 

atudyin' his book and I heard 'em spell the word 'baker'. !'hat was when 

they used the old Blue Back Speller. 
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"1 went to school. I'm goin t tell you as nearly as I can. That was, 

ma.d am , let me see, that was in sixty-nine as near as I can come at it. 

Miss, I don't mow how long I went. My father wouldn' t let me. I didn't 

knOW no thin ' but work. '" I weighed cotton ever since I was a little boy. I 

alwa.ys wanted to be weigb,in'. Looked like it. was my gift - weighin f 

cotton. 

"I'm a Missionary Baptist preacher, Got a license to preach. You go 

down and try to preach without a license and they put you up. 

"Madam, you asked me a question I think I can answer with knowledge 

and understanding. The young people is go in • too taste The peopie 1s 

growin' weaker and wiser. You take my folks -- goin' to school but not 

doin' anything. I don't think there's much to the younger generation. 

Don't think they're doin' much good. I was brought up with what they called 

fireside teachin'.· 
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S'l'ATE--Arkansas 

NAD OF '4ORKER-:aernlce :Bowden 

ADDRESS--1006 Oak: Street, Pine :Blutt, Arkansas 

DATE--November 2, 1938 

S~ECT--Exslaves 

Name and address of 1ntormant--Gracie )(i tchell 

Date and time of lntervl."-lloyember 1, 19Z8, 5:00 p.ll. 

5. Place of intervi ..... -ll? Worthen street 

lOBI( A. 

*'61 

4. Name and. address of person, if arq, who put you in touch with informant
Bernice Wilburn, 101 Mlller street, Pine Blutt, Arkans&8 

5. Name and address of person, if 8ZJ.l, accompan.ying 10U--101I8 

6. Description of room, house, aa.rroundiDg., etc.-A frame hou. (rented), 
bare floors, no window shades; a bed and. 80me boxes and three straight 
Chairs. In an adjoining roo. were another bM, heating stove, two truDks, 
one straight chair, one rocking chair. A third room the kitchen, con
tained cookstove and table and chairs. 

!ext ot Interview 

"They said I was born in Alab&Dl&: rq mother's name was Sallie and my 

fa.ther was Andrew Wheeler. I couldn't tell when I was born--ID1' folks never did 

tell me that. Belonged to ]k'. Koore and when hi8 daughter married he give rq 

mother to her and she went to _bile. Thel said I wa8n't weaned let. _ grand

mother told me that. 'She is dead now. Don't know nothin' ,beaut l1&l"y one 0' my 

white folks. I don't recollect nothin' bout a one of 'em 'cept mJ old bosa. 

He took us to Texas and 8tayed till the niggers was all tree and then he went 

back. Good to me? Xo .'Il--no good there. And if lOU didn't work he'd see.. 

what was the matter. Lived near COffelville in Upshaw county. That's wbar 

DIy huSband found me. I was liviDg with rAy au. .. t am uncle. 91ey 8aid the rea

Ion I had SUch a good gitt maldn t qui 1 ts was cau8e my mother was a •• amstress. 
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"1 cooked 'fore I married Uld I co"a,t make rq own dres •• s, piece quilts 

and quilt. Tha.t' s .IIlOstly what I done. No laundry work. I never did farm till 

I was married. After.e went to Ohicago in 1922, I "took care of other folks 

chillun, colored folks, while" they was working in laundries and factories. I 

sure has worked. I ain't nobody to what I was wben I was first married. I 

knowed how to tu.rn, bu.t I don't know wbar to turn now--I ain't able. 

"I use to could plow just as good a8 a.ny man, I cou.ld put that dirt up 

against that cotton and corn. I'd mold it ~p. 1ay it by? Yes ma'm I'd lay it 

"They didn't send me to school but they learned me how to work. 

"I had a quilt book wi"th a lot 0' different patterns but I loaned it to 

a woman and she carried it to Oklal).oma. :Mighty few people you can put confi-

dence in nowdays. 

tIl don't go out much 'capt to church--folks is so critical. 

"You have to mincl. how lOU walk on the cross; 
If you don't, lOur foot will slip, 
And your soul will be loat.-

"I was a. motherless chile but the Lord made up for it by givin' me a good 

hllsband and I don't want for anything." 
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Interviewer's Comment 

NAME OF,K)RKER--Bernice Bowden 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFORMAN'l'--Gra.cie Etchell, 117 Worthen Street, Pine Bluff 

According to her hQsband, Gracie spends every spare moment piecing qQilts. 

He said they use to go fishing and tha.t Gracie always took her qQilt pieces along 

and if the fish were not 'biting she would sew. She smwed me twenty-t'M> finished 

quilt tops, each of a different design and several of the same design, or a.bout 

thirty quil ts in all. Two were entirely of silk, two of appliqQe design which 

she called "laid 'AOrk". They were folded. up in a trQnk and as she took them 

out and spread them on the oed for me to see she 11;) ld me the name of the design. 

The following are the names of the disigns: 

1. Breakfast Dish 
2. Sawtooth (silk) 
5. fulip design (Laid work) 
4. "Prickl.~ Pear 
5. Little Boy's Breeches 
6. Birds AllOver tbe Elements 
7. Drunkard's Path 
8. Railroad CrossiDg 
9. Cocoanut Leat ,ttThat's Laid Work") 
10. Cotton Leaf 
11. Half an Orange 
12. Tree of Paradise 
15. Sunflower 
14. Ocean Wave (silk) 
15. DoQble Star 
16. Swan's Nest 
17. Log Cabin in the Lane 
18. Reel 
19. Lily in de Valley (Silk) 
20. Feathered star 
21. Fish Tai 1 
22. Whirligig 

Gracie showed me her winter coat bought in Chicago of fur fabric called 

moleskin, and with fur collar and CQffs. 

She sells the qQil t tops whenever she can. Many are made of new material 

Which they bu.y. 
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Personal History Of Infomant 

STATE--Arkansas 

NAME OF WORKER--Berni ce Bowden 

ADD£.ESS--lO06 Oak street 

DATE--J\ovember 2, 1938 

Su]JECT--EK-slaves 

FORM 13 
1764 

NA;~iE AND ADDRESS OF INFORMAN'l'--Gracie Mitchell, 117 Worthen Street, Pine Bluff 

1. Ancestry-Father, Andrew Wheeler; Sallie Wheeler, mother. 

2. Place and date of birth--Alabama. No date known, about 80 years old. 

3. Family--Husband and one grown son. 

4. Places lived. in, with da tes--Alabama, Texas till 1897, Ark:a.nsas 1897-1922, 
Chicago, 1922 to 1930. Arkansas 1930 to date. 

5. Edu.cation, with dates--No education. 

6. Occupations and accomplishments, with dates--Cooked before marriage at 16; 
farmed after marriage; home s.w~. 

7. Special skills and tnterests--Quilt making and knitting. 

8. Community and religiou8 activities--Assisted husband in ministry. 

9. Description of informant-Hair divided into lDaDl pigtails a.nd wrapped with 
rage. Skin, dark. Medium height, slender, clothing soiled. 

10. Other points gained in interview--Spends all her time piecing quilts, aside 
from housework. 
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Interv1e .. r. _______________ ~~s_a __ Ir_e_D8 ___ Bo __ be_rt __ a_QD ______________ __ 

Person interYie ... 4 _______ B_e_tt""!!i~e~K1~t~ch;;;;;:,;;e-=1~1~(&;:;Wl;;;;::;;;:1-a ... tt-o:;.:)~ __ _ 
BriDkl87, .Arkausas 

Ai;e 69 

.- - _ .. - _ .. - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ..... - - - - - - -,.-

"I am sixty-nine years old. I was rat sed in Dyersburg, Tennes..... I 

can tell you a tew thing. mother told U8. If1 01llJl. granda on mother'. s1ele 

was in South Carolina. She was stole when a child and brought to Tennessee 

in a covered wagon. Her mother d1ed trom the griet ot it. She was hired 

out to nurse tor these people. The people that .tole her was named Spence. 

She was a house waaan tor them till fraKen. She was DG9'er sold. Spenoe. 

was not cruel people. Mother was never sold. She waa the mother ot twelve 

and raised nine to a good ap -- more than. gr01rJ1o The Spence. seemed to 

always care tor her children. When I go to Dyersburg they alA,s want U8 

to come to aee them and they treat us mighty well. 

"Mother was light. She said she had Indian strain (blood) but father 

was very light and 1t was white blood but be never discussed it betore his 

children. So I can't tell you excepting he said he was owned by the 

Brittians in South Oarollna. He said his mother dl.d soon after he wa. 

sold. He was sold to a nigger trader and come in the gang to Memphis. 

~nnessee and was put on the block and auctioned ott to the highest bidder. 

He was a tarm hand. 

!!l~other married rather men ~he waa nine'teen year. old. She was a 

hOUSe girl. She 11 ved close to her old mistre.s. She was verr, very old 

and before she died she nearly stayed at my mother'. house. Her mind 

wean't right and mother understood how to take can ot her and was kind to her. 
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The Spences heard about grandma. They wrote and visited years after .. hell 

mother was a girl. 

"The way that father round out about his kin folks was this: One day 

a creek was named and he told the white man, 'I .. as bom close to that 

creek and played there in the .hi te sand and water when I was a 11 ttle boy.' 

The white man asked his ll8Dl8, said he knew the creek well too. lather told 

him he never was named till he was sold and they named him sam - Sam Bar-

nett. He was sold to Barnett in Memphis. But his dear own mother called 

him 'Candy.' The white man found out about his people for him and they 

found out his om dear mother died that same year he was taken fram South 

Carolina from griet. He heard trom some of his people from that time on 

till he died. 

"I worked on the tam in Tennessee till I married. I ironed, washed, 

and have kept my own house and done the work that goes along with raising 

a small family. We own our ho.. We have saTed all .. e could along. I 

have never had a real hard time like soma I know. I guess "tl1Y time is at 

hand now. I don't knOll which way to turn since my husband got down siok. 

"I don't vote. Seem like it used to not be a nice place tor women to 

go where vat ing was taking place. Now they go mix up and vote. That 18 

Oue big change. Time is changing and changing the people. Maybe it i. the 

Pflople is changing up the world as time goes by. We colored folks look to 

the white folks to know the WElY' to do. We have always done it.-
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Age 60 
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"I was born in Trenton, Tennessee. My 'parents had five 

children.. They were named' William and Charlotte Wells. My 

father ran away and lett my mother with all the children to , 

raise. By birth mother was a Mississippian. She had been a 

nurse and my father was a timber man and farmer. My mother 

said she had her hardest time raising her little childreno 

She was taken. from her parents when a small girl and put on 

a block and sold. She never said if' her owners was bad to 

her, but she said they was rough on Uncle Peter. He would 

fight. She said they would tie Uncle Peter and whoop him 

wi th a strap. From What she said there was a gang of' 

slaves on Mr. Wade t s place. He owned her. I never heard 

her mention freedom but she said they had a big :farm bell 

on a tall post in the back yard and they had a horn to 

blow. It was a whistle made of' a cow's horn. 

"She said they was all afraid of the Ku Kl~.-

They would ride across the field and they could see 

thut they was around, but they never come up close to 

then. " 



Circumstances of Interview 

STATE-- Arkansa.s 

NAIim: OF ',:.0ltKER-- Bernice Bowden 

ADDRESS-- 1006 Oak street, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

DATE-u November 3, 1938 

SUBJECT-- Exslaves 

1. Name and address of informant--MOses Mitohell, 117 Worthen street 

2. Date and time of interview--November 1, 1938, 1:00 p.m. 

3. Pla.ce of interview--l17 WOrthen Street, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

4. Name and addre ss of person, if any, who pu.t you in touch with informant-
Bernice wiil burn, 101 Miller Street, Pine Bluff, Arkar~as 

5. Name and address of person, if a.ny, accompanying you--None 

6. Description of room, house, surroundings, etc.-- A frame house (rented), 
bare floors, no window shades; a bed and sOme boxes and three straight 
chairs. In an adjoining room were another bed, heating stove, t\\O trunks, 
one straight chair, one rocking chair. A third room, the kitchen, oon
tained cookstove and table and chairs. 

Text of Interview 

"r was bo rn down here on Whi te River near Arkansas post, August, 1849. 

I belonged to Thomas Mitchel and when they (Yankees) took Arkansas post, our 
• 

cwners gathered us u.p and my young master took us to Texas and he sold me to 

an Irishman named John Molnish in Marshall for $1500. $500 in gold and the 

rest 1n Confederate money. They called it the new issue. 

»1 was twelve years old then and I stayed in Texas till I was forty

eight. I was at Tyler, Texas when they freed us. When they took us to Texas 

they left my mother and baby sister here in Arkansas, down here on Oak Log 

BaJ'ou. I ne ver sa.w her again and when I came back here to Arkansas, they said 

she had been dead twenty-eight years. Never did hear of my father again. 
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"I'm supposed to be part Creek Ind1aa. J)on'tkllow how IID1ch. We have 

one son, a farmer, lives across the river. Iarried this wife in 1875. 

"My wife and I left Texas forty-one years ago and came back here to Ar-

kansas and stayed till 1922. !Pb.en we went to Chicago and stayed till 1950, and 

then came back here. I'd like to go back up there, but I guess Itm gettin' too 

old. While I was there I preached and I worked. all the time. I worked on the 

streets and the dri~eways in Lincoln Park. I was in the brick and block depart

ment. Then I went from there to the asphalt department. There's where I coined 

the money. Made $6.60 in the br lck and block ani $7. m a day in the asphal t. 

])Jwn here they don't know no more about asphalt than a pig does about a holiday. 

A man that's from the South and never been nowhere, don't know nothin', a woman 

either. 

"Yes ma'm, I'm a preacher. Just a local preacher, wasn't orda~d. The 

reason for that was, in Texas a man over forty-five couldn't join the traveling 

connection. I was licensed, but of course I couldn't perform marriage cere

monies. I Was just wi thin one step of thAt. 

"I went to school two days in my li tee I was privileged to go to the 

first free school in Texas. Had a teacher named Goldman. Don't know what year 

that was but they found out me and another fellow was too old SO they.wouldn't 

l~t Us go no more. But I caught my alpha.bet in them two days. So I just caught 

w~t education I've got, here and there. I can read well--best on my Bible and 

i!estament and I read the newspapers. I can sorta scribble my name. 

"I've been a. farmer most of my life and a preacher for fifty-five years. 

I Can repair shoes and use to do common carpenter work. I can he lp build a 

hou.se. I only preach occasionally now, here and there. I belong to the Allen 

Temple in Hoboken Clast Pine Blllt). 

"I think the young generation is gone to naught. They're a different cut 

to what they was in my comill' up." 
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Intervl .... r's a._ant 

This man and his wife 11 ve in the outskirts of West Pine Blu.f~. They 

recei va a small awn of money and commodities from the County Welfare Depa.rt

ment. He has a very pleasant personality, a good memory and intelligence above 

the ordinary. Rea.ds the Daily Graphie and Arkansas Gazette. Age 89. He 

sa.id, "Here's the idea, freedom is worth it all."' 



Personal History of Informant 

STATE--Arkansas 

NAME OF WORKER-- :Bernice BowdeR 

ADDRESS--1006 Oak Street 

DATE--November 3, 1938 

SUBJECT-- Ex-slaves 

FOD B 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFORMAN'l'-- li>ses Mitchell, 117 Worthen Street, Pine Bluff' 

1 • ./L'1cestry--Father, Lewis Mitchell; lIother, Rhoda Mitchell 

2. Place and date of birth--Oak Log Bayou, White Hi ver, near Arkansas Post, Ark. 

3. Family--Wife and one grown son. 

4. Places lived in, with dates--Taken to Texas by his young master and sold in 
Marshall during the war. Lived. in Tyler, Texas until forty-eight years of 
age; came back to Ark8llsas in 1897 and stayed until 1922; went to Chicago 
and lived until 1950; back to Jefferson County. Arkansas. 

5. Education, with dst es--T\1O days after twenty-one years of age. No date. 

6. Occupations and accomplishments, with dates--Farmer, preacher, common car
penter, cobbler, public work on streets in Chicago. Farmed and preached 
until he went to Chicago in 1922. ftle he lIOrked in the maintenance depart
ment of city streets of Chicago ardi. of Lincoln Park, Chicago. 

7. Special skills and interests--Asphalt worker 

8. Community and religious activities--Licensed Methodist Preach... No as
signment now. 

9. Description of informant-five feet eight inches tall; weig~, 165 pounds, 
nearly bald. Ver" prominent cheek bones. Keen intell~ence. Neatly dressed. 

10. Other points gained in interview--Beada daily papers; knowledge of world 
affa.irs. 
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FOLKLORE SUBJECfS 
,;,. .. 

Name of Interview~r 
-------------------------------------------

Martin - Barker 

Subject _________ N_e~g_re __ C_u_8_t_am_._. ________ ~ ______________________ ___ 

story 

I was born on the W'alker place" in 1869. My father was a slave , - , 
to I.:r. Bob. I used to drive Miss Lelia (Eulalie) to the Catholic 

church here in Pine Bluff. She used to let me go barefooted. 

and bare headed. 

Hiss Lelia was the daughter of Col. Creed Taylor. All during 

slavery time I drove her gins. We had eight mules. Eight at a. 

tine hitched to each lever. they 'Would weave in an out but they 

,'las so hitched that they never got in any bodyts way. They just 

wa.lked around and round like they did in those. days. 

,fe had herds' of sheep, we sheared them and wove yarn for socks. 

Je raised wheat" when it was ripe we laid a canvas cloth on the 

groillid.and put wheat on it. then men and women on horse back rode 
'f j 

over it. and thrashed it that way •. They called it treading it. 

Then we took it to the mill and ground it and made it into flour. 
~" t .. 

For breakfast" (we ate awful soon in th6" morning) , about 4 AM" 

then 1,1e packed lunch in tin buckets and eat again at· daylight. 

Fat neat, cornbreadllnd molasses. Some would have tur~ip greens 
i 

for breakfast. 

SUIJ.:i1ertime. Miss Lelia would plant plenty of fruit, and we would 

have fried a.pples. stewed peaches and thing •• 
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Sunday mornings we would have bisouit, butter. molasses, ohicken, 

etc. 

For our work they paid us seventy-five oents a day and when come 

cotton pickingc.: .time old rule, seventy five oents for pickin ootton. 

CLristmas time, plenty of fireworks, plenty to eat, drink and 

everything. We would danoe all Christmas • 

. :.11 kind of game was plentiful. plenty of coon, possum, used up· 

everything that grew in the woodS. Plenty C?f oorn, we took it 

·co the grist mill every Saturday. 

Ark. rive boats passed the Walker place, and dey was a landing 
" -"} 

right at dere plaoe, and one ~t the Wright plaoe~ that is where 

the airport is now. \' 

;;.11 de white folks had plenty of cattle den and in de winter time 

dey was all turned in on the fields and with what us niggers 

had, that made a good many, and you know yorself dat was good for 

de ground. 

j~other was a slave on the Merriweather place, her marster was 

rick L::erriweather. My gramna was Gusta Merriweather, my 
. , ' I 

l;lother Lavina and lived on the Merriweather place in what was. 

then Dorsey oounty, near Edinburg, now Cleveland~o. 
-::::-

ry f,randfa ther was Louis Barnett, awned by N 1ck Barnett of· 

Cleveland co., then Dorsey 00. Fathers people was owned by Marse 

Bob (lalker. Miss Lelia (Eulalia) was mistis. 
/ 

Miss Maggie Benton 
\ ;"" . 

·;11', S young mistis. 

I dont believe in ghosts or spirits. 

Information by Ben Moon 
-----------------------------------------------

Ph.ce of residenoe 
--------------------------------------------



Interv1ewer_... ______ Mra.oiiiiiooiIi· .... ' ..... _. ioiiira1 __ • O ................... ..,Uiiiiii· .. _ .. ___ --__ 

Person interviewed .'. . . .... ... , '.. . ~ . 
aH5' Siion We •• leo_, Pine lllutt. .blamaaa 

Age 80 Go_pat!_ . ~ .. work 

--- - - - - ---- -.- - - - - .. - - --- - - ~ -- - - - - --- - --
"I'se born 1D. slavery times. . lIhan IQ' daddy come back trcaa the Wart he 

said I was gwine on seven or eigb.t~ 

"He stayw4 in. the War 'three years and a12: aontha. I know tha't. s what 

he always told us. He want with his master, loel£orton. TAoka like I cu 

see old Marse 10e now. Bad lons sandy 1Ih1sker.~ !he las' t1l8 I seed hill 

he come to IBT uncle' a house. We was all 11 Tin' in a row ot houses. Called 

em the quartera. I never 111.11 tergi't it~ 

"I was born OD. HortoD' s Island here in .ArJcaD __ ~ nat' 8 ... t they told 

Itl know when rq daddy went to war and men he come back, he put Oll hia 

crudiments (accoutrements) to let ua see hOll he looked~ 

"I seed the soldiers pille to war and cam1n' bact. Look like 'to .. 

I was glad to see em tUl I seed too ID8.U7 ot _~ 

"Yankees used to caae down and take prortsiona. Yea, 't .... the 

Yankees! 

"My granddaddy was the wh1ppin' boss. Had a white boas too DaII8Cl 

Massa Fred. 

"Massa J' oe used to come d01lll and plq 111 th US chillWL. His DaIII8 was 

10e Horton. IYer'body can tell 70U that as hia __ ~ Old at8aia ~ 
Miss Mary. She didn'1; plq With ua JlU.oh~ 

12() 
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"Yes mataa, th8.,. sure did take, us to ~:ma durin' at the War-ill a 

ox wagon. Stay-ed don there a long tima. 

"We d1dn't have plenty to eat but lie had to eat what we did have. I 

member they wouldn't give us chillun no meat., jus' grease my mout and make 

my mother think _ had .at. 

"Now 1q mother told., at night acae ot the tolka,used to steal one 

of old masaa' s shoats and cook it at night. I know when that pot was on 

the rack but you better not say noth1n' bout it. 

"All ua chillun stayed in a big 10llg log house.' Dar 1s where U8 

chillun stayed in"the dayt~t right clo88 to 11188 JIary~ 

ItI used to sit on the J.ever at the gin. You know that was glor,' to 

me to ride. I whipped the old D1l.e. Ever' Jl.OW and then I'd give him a 

tap. 

"When they pressed the cotton, they wet the preas 8l1d I member one 

time they wet 1 t too mu.ch. I dOD. 't say they sont it back bat I th1Dk ~,. 

made em pay tor it. And the,. used to put chunks in the bale to make it 

'1e1gb. heavy. Il1gb.t there on that lake where I was born. 

"Used to work in the tiel.d~ 'fhese wlUte tolks can tell 70U I l.-oved to 

work. I used to get as much as the men. II¥ MD''V was a worker and' as the 

sarin' is, I was a chip ott the old block. 

"The tirst teacher I went to school to was named Mr. Chsbwn. Didn't 

go only on rainy days. That was the tirst school and you'uSb:t ae:r the 

las' one cause I had to nuss them ch1llun. 

ttyou know old massa used to keep all our ages and JQ' dadq said I ... 

nineteen when I married, but I dontt know what year 'twaa--h.oll8at I 

don't. 
,,,, 

I 
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I 
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"I been married three time •• 
I' 

ItI member one time I *s goin' to a buryin'. I was hurry-in' to get 

dressedo I wanted to be ready when they came by for me cause they say it's 

bad luck to stop a corpse. It you don't know that I do-you know if they 

had done started :tram the house. 

"My mama and daddy said they was born in Tennessee and was bought and 

brought here. 

"I been goln' to one of these gov'ment achoo1s and got my eyes so weak 

I can't hardly see to thread a needle. 1'88 crazy bout it I'm tellin' you. 

I a1 t up here till God knows ho'll long. !ney give me a copy to practice 

and they'd brag on me and that turned me foolish. I jus' thought I was the 

teacher herself almos'. That's the truf now. 

ttl can't read much. I don't fool with no newspaper. I wish I could, 

w~--I sure do. 

"I keep tellin' these young folks they better learn sameth1n'. I te11 

em they better take this chance. This young generation-I don't know much 

bout the whites-I'm te1lin' you these co10red is a sight. 

"Well, I'm gwine away from here d'rect1y--aln't pine be here mch 

longer. If I don't see you again I'll meet you in heaTen.-

19 2" , ... '....,1 



Interviewer _________________ M1 __ .a __ Ire ___ D8 __ ~Bo_be __ rt __ a_o_n ______________ ___ 

Person interv1ewed~ _____ Pa __ t;:,!lIL...;IIo;.;::o_re~ • ..;IIa=d:::i:.:a::;.:::OD.=_.~J.r;:.:X=8=1D:::-= ______ _ 

Age_ 74 

.- .. --- - - -- - - -- - -- -- - ~ -- - - ~ - -- - - ~ - ---- --
"My mother .aa sold in lamestoD, Virginia to Daphney H1ll.l. Her white 

folks got in debt. My papa was born in Georgia. Folks named WilliaJ18 owned 

him. Ma never seen her. no more but William Hull. went to Virgini, and 

bought har two sisters. 

"1 was named Patsy atter grandma in Virginia. She had twenty-one 

children to ma t S knowing. lie. was a light color. Pa was a Molly GlasP7 man. 

That means he was Indian and .African. )Jolly Glaspy tolks 1f8.S near17 alwqa 

free folks. lIa was named Mattie. It they wou.ld have no ch1ldren they got 

trafficked about. 

ttDaphney Hull fta good bJ. t .illi_ Hull and his wite was both _alip 

They lived on the main road to Holly Spr1nga. Daphney Hull was a !4ethodiat 

man, kind-hearted and good. He _s a bachelor I think. He kept a WClll8J1 to 

cook and keep his house. Auntie said the Yankeea was mean to Mr. Willi_ 

Hull's wife. They took all their money and meat. '!'hey had their money hid 

and some of the black tolks let the Yankees tind out where 1 t waa, They got 

it. 

"Papa was a soldier. He sent tor us. We cane to llampb,is, Tennessee in 

a wagon. We 1i ved there t1 ve or six years, Pa got a pension till he died. 

Both my parents was tield hands in slavery. Ma took in washing and ironing 

in Memphis, 

"I was born in De Sota County, Jlississippi. I remember Forrest's battle 

in Memphis. I didn't have sense to be scared. I seen black and white dead 
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in the streets 'and alleys. We went to the maSlz1De house tor protectlon, and 

18 played and stayed there. They tried to open the magazine house bu.t 

couldn't. 

~fuen freedom come, tolks lett home, out in the streets, crying, 

praying, singing, shouting, yelling, and knocking down everything. Some shot 

off big guns. Den come the calm. It was sad then. So many folks done dead, 

things tore up and nowheres to go and nothIng to eat, nothing to do. It got 

squally. Folks got sick, so hungry. Some tolks starved nearly to death. 

Times got hard. We went to the washtub onliest way we all could live. )Ia 

was a cripple woman. Fa couldn't tind work tor so long when he mustered out. 

"I do recollect the Civil War well. 

"! live with my daughter. I have a cough since I had tlu and no. I have 

chills and tever. My daughter helps me all I get. She livas with _. 

"Some of the young tolks is mighty good. I reckon some is ;;00 loose 

acting. Times is hard. Harder in the winter than in summer time. We has 

our garden and chickens 'to help us out in. summer.-



. -------------~~~----------~~--~-~---~~ 
Itl was here ill alaYery timai!, hOU7, but I dou't know exact17 how 014 I 

am. I was born ill But.ville, 4la~ bitt 70U DOW ill thea dara old tolka 

didn't tell the 7OUJ1g tolks aoth1ll' 8114 I .. so SMll when the7 broupt 

me here. I don't kIlow what 78V I .. ])ora but I belie. I'. about e1ghtJ-

two. You know when a persoa aiD.' t able to work ud dabble out hia 08 

clothes, you mow he's SODa a 10ns WBJ'S. 

ItMy white tolks .... .Ad Illite whe:' 01l11ed _. Called Ilia liar. .14. 

Don'1; call folks marse JlUch no......,. •• 

"Il7 tather .... .01d • ..,. tram. ua 111 .&la~ and we heard he .a here 

in Pine Blutt so Jlmt hDD.y broUiht WI here. Sb.e. just he4 a road tW.l ot 

us and brought u. here to Ukan.... • walke4~ We.a. week Oil tlIe 

road. I know we started here on KoJJ.d.q _mlns and we got here to tlIe 

courthouse on the next Iloncla7 round about aoon. !hat .. that old coun-

house. I reckon that ground 18 in the river ao •• 

"When we got here 1_ 'IQ' ta:tl18r. lie took _ to hia .8iatw -

that was JIlT .lu:at -SagDnM - au4 droppe4 .. clo_~ 

"Krao l1e1J1olds ralae4 _. Sba ccae to .IWlt laTUDab'. house ... 

hired me the very .... 4&7 I lOt here. I _8se4 111 •• Iratie. She wa. lKJat 

a month old. You know - a l1ttle 10»& draM ba'bJ'. Don't wear tu. lema 

dresses no. -- pttta f .1_1". 

• '. "of 
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"Mrs. Reynolds sho was good to me. And since she's gone looks like I'm 

gone too - gone to the dogso Cause when )(rs. Reynolds got a dress for lliss 

Katie -- got one for me too. 

"My father was a sold1er in the war. Last time I heard from him I 

knOW he was hauling salt to the breastworks. Yes, I was here in the war. 

That was all r1ght to me wt I wished a man,. a time I wasn't here. 

"I went to school two or three days 1n a week tor about a term. BUt I 

didntt learn to read mch. Had to h1re out and help ra1self1'1' brother and 

sister. I'm goin' to this here government school now. I goes every atter ... 

noon. 

"Since I got old I can think bout the old time.. It comes to me. I 

didn 1 t pay attention to nothin' mu.ch when I was young. 

"Oh Lord, I don't know what's goin' to became ot us old tolks. Wasn't 

for the Welfare, I don't know what ltd do. 

"I was sixteen when I married. I sure did marry young. I JDarl'ied 

young so I could see :my cb.111un grown. I never married wt once and I 

stayed a. married woman torty-nine years to the very day l'IlY old an died. 

Lived with one man torty-nine years. I had lq hand and heart tull. I had 

a home of my own. How many chiUun? )fe? I had n1ne of my own and I raised 

other tolks' chillun. Oh, I been over this world right smart - first one 

thing and then another. I know 8. lot ot wh1te folks. !heY' all been pretty 

good to me.-



r" 303.IJi 

Pera. BterTiewe. 

lio" .{'tIt ... 

.'e Karl laDe (Ilattie) J4ooremaD. 

Age .0 

ttye •• aa·... I've be .. in 8t _rings. be_ 

h Rot Springs 57 rears. !be:t t 8 a long t1ae. lAts ot 

ohaag •• haTe ocae----It'Ye see 10". ot change. here--

chaagec1 tr .. wo04en.ldnalka and 1i ttl. wood 

lnlil41naa. 

Your naae t. lltt4si na' I Im_ _he Ii\ldgin ••• " 

!)lew Kiss Kora well.. What' a that ? i14 I kaow ,&,del.1D.. ? 

Did I bow .&c1ellne, :Do JOU .8eB to teU _ ahe- s .till 

aliYe' Adeline' ft7 )(ia.bude,· ( addre8sing .... 

:llae1e. tor whoa ahe worka---antl. who aat Mar..". to kelp 

in the interview) 111 •• DUD. I tell lOU A4el1ne t 8 

WB:IB, ahe t s white elaaa 1alt:ro1ll1l'- (se. intevi_ w1 th 

Adelin. »1 akele,.. WM incld_tally 1, •• 'blaek a8 -the 
". ace ot apades---iJl pipentatioa. J .ls8 _cte, IOU never 
-

knew aDJ''becl7 Uke .ldelhe. She boa .. ' thoee eh114rea 

and made thea m1n4---1uat 1ilte the,. lias hera. She took 
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Mattie Moorem.an HUdgina 

good care at the." (Turning to the interviewer) "You know 

hoVJ the HUdgins alwaY8 'Was about their chi:J,dren. Adeline 

thought ever7 one at 'em was made out ot eo1d----made out 

of pure GOLD. 

She made t em mind. I remember once, she was down on 

central Avenue 'W ith ROss and he tid soxnthlng or other that 

wasn't nioe. She walked over to the uabrella stand, fOU 

rem~ber how they used to have umbr.llaa for sale out in 

front ot the stor ••• She grabbed aD UIlbrella and she whipped 

Ross with it---she didn't hurt him. Then she put it back 

in the stand and said to the man who :run the store, • It 

that umbrellats hurt, just charge it toHarYe HUdgins.' 

That t s the WQ" Adeline lias. SO she t s still alive. Law 

how I'd like to see her. Bring me a picture ot her. Oh Miss 

Mary, I'd love to have it. 

Me' I was born on Green rl var near Hat."ttord t Kentucky. 

Guess I was about a yeer and a halt t trom what the!, told me 

when my mistress married. Don't know how she ever met 1117 

master. She was raised in a oonTent and his tOlka lived .: ... 

long way trOll hera. But anyhow she did. Sh. W8S just 13 

when she married. The man she married was namecl Charles 

I¥:ooreman M-o-O-R-]£-}4"A-N. 'lhey had a son called Gharl •• 

WJcliff' Mooreman. He was n_ed tor his mother's people. 

I got a son I oalled Charles Wycliff' too. He 'Works at the 



3 Mattia Mooreman HUdgin8 

Arlington. Heta a waiter. They say he looks just llke me. 

1tt'. Charles wycliff' Mooreman---back in Kentucky. I still 

gets letters from h1m.. 

Miss Mary I guess I had a pretty easy time in slavery 

days. They was good to us. Besides I was a house niggah." 

( Those who have been "house niggahs- never quibble at the 

word slave or negro. A subtle social distinction brewed in 

the black race to separate house servants from field hands 

as far as wealthy planters from "Poor white trash-.)I\ Once I 

heard a man say of .my mother t .You could put on a white boiled 

shirt and lie flat down on the floor in her kitchen and DOt 

get dirty •• 

Cook? No, matam&"{ with dignity and indignation) 

II never cooked until after I Was married, and I never we.shed, 

never washed so much as a rag. All I washed was the babi •• 

and maybe my mistress's teet. I was a lady's .Dl8id. I'd 

wait on my mistress and I'd knit sox for all the folks. 

'/t'ben they would sleep it was our duty·---us maids---to tan 

'em with feathers made out at turkey featJlers---teather f'ans. 

Pert of it was to keep 'em cool. Then they didn't have screens 

like we have today. So part of it was to keep the flies oft. 

I rerEember how we couldn' t stomp our feet to keep the flies 

fr'om biting tor fear of waking 'em up_ 
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lto, 1I1s8 lIarT. we ditbltt get 8Uell. sood tooa. Nobo4,. 

had all the kinc1s ot things we have tola7' We haa JIIOst.1T 

butterJrlllc aDd corabruti and tat _eat. Cake' IDeed. •• 

didntt. :r remember once tha:y bale_ a cake 84 n •• arle. 

W7~litf---he was just a 11 ttl. b<ly .. ---he got in and took • 

whole fistful out ot the cake. .e. Mias tount out about it, 

she g1 ve us all 40 ... of eal ta-... --enouglt to make us al1 

throw up. She gave 1 t to all the rdgga"a and the ch1lclren-

the whit. ehl1cl:r.... .And what did she find out, It was 

her own child who haa done i't_ 

Yes maf:"a ". learnecl to read and write. Oil, )(18e 

Maude nOw----l don't want to recite. I don't want to.w( llUt 

she did ttTw1nkle, 1'Winlcle Little star- aD. -!he Playtal 

KitttJitt--the latter all ot f.O line •• ) -1 think, I think the,

both come out o'l Kc01ttey t a aeeon4 Reader. Yes ... tea I 

remember t S McGufteyts and the Blueback speller too. 

Jio t )(iss Mar7. there waatt 80 muoll ot the war 

that was toupt around ue. I r __ 'ber that 014 Jlaster- used to 

go out in the trent yara -and stanl bJ' a locuet tree and put 

his ear against 1 t. He ea14 that .a1 he could hear the 

cannon down to Bowling Gre.. 1I0.:r cll4n t t neTer hear aQ' 

shooting trom the w81" JQ'selt. 
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Yes ma'am, the Gontederates used to come through lots. 

r reme~ber how we used to go to the spring for water tor 'em. 

Then we'd stand with the buckets on our heads while they 

drank----drank out at a big spurd. When the buckets was 

empty wetd go back to the spring for more water. 

Once the Yankees eome by the place. It was at night. 

They went out to the quarters and they tried to get tem to 

rise up. Told t em to oome on in the big house and take 

what they wanted. Told 'em to take anything thaT wanted to 

take, take .aster's silver spoons and Miss' silk dresa. 
o 

'If they don't like it, .e'll shot their brains out,. they 

said. Next morning they told Kaster. He sot scared and 

moved. At that time we was living at Cloverport. 

It was near the end of the war and we was already 

free, only we didn't know it. He moved on up to stephen8port~ 

That's on the Ohio too. He took me and a br.ther ot mine and 

another black boy. While we was there I rem~ber he took me 

to a oircus. I remember how the lady---she was dressed in 

pink come walking down a wire----stralght on down to the 

ground. She was carrying a long pole. I won't never tor get 

that. 

Not long afterwards I Was married. We was all free 

then. My husband asked my master it he could marry me. He 
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told him 'You're a good man. You can come and live on my farm 

and work for me, but you can't have Mattieo~· so we moved oft 

to his Master's farm.. 

A little while after that his Master bought a big farm 

in Arkansas. He wanted to hire as many people as he couldo 

SO we went with him. He started out well, but the first simmer 

he died. so everything ha.d to be sold. A man what come down 

to bid on some ot the farm tools and stook---come to the auction, 

he told us to come on up to Woodruff oounty and work for h~. 

·de was there 7 years and he worked the farm and I took care of 

myself and my babies. Then he went off and lett me. 

1 went in to Bot~on Plant and started working there. 

Finally he wrote me and tried to get me to say we hadn't never 

been married. said he wanted to marry another WOll1an. The 

white folks I worked for wouldn't let me. ltd been married 

rig..1t and they wouldn't let me disgrace myself by wri ting such 

a letter. 

Finally I came on to Hot springs. For a while I cooked 

and washed. Then I started working for folks. regular. For 

9 years, tho t I mostly washed and ironed. 

I c~e to Hot springs on the 7th of FebruarY---I think it 

was 57 years ago. You rem.ember Miss Maude---i t was just before 

that big hail storm. You was here, don't you remember---that 
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hail storm that took all the windows out of all the houses, 

tore off roofs and swept dishes and table-cloths right off 

the tables. can't nobody forget that whots seen it. 

Miss Mary, do you know 11iss Julia HUggins ? I worked 

for her a longtime. Worked for her befo~e she went away 

aad after she came back. Between times I cooked for Mrs. 

Button ( Burton--· but called Button by everyone) Housley. 

When Miss J"ulia come back she marches right down to Mrs. 

Housley'S and tells me she wants me to work for her asain. 

"Can't get her now,. says Mrs. Housley, ~attie's done found 

O'Jt she t s black. wi But anyhow I went to see her, and I 

went back to work for her, pretty foxy Miss Julia was. 

I beel working for Mrs. Eisele pretty near twenty five 

years. Saw her children grow up and the grand children. 

Lancing, he's my heart. Once when Mr. and Mrs. Eisele went to 

see 1~s. Brown, Lancingts mother, they took me with them. 

All the way to Watertown, Wisconsin. There wasn t t any more 

nie;gas in the town and all the children thought I was s.omthing 

to look at. They'd come to see me and they'd bring their friends 

w: th 'em. Once while we was there. a circus come to town. The 

children wanted me to see it. Told me there was a negro boy 

Ul it. Guess they thought it would be a treat to me to see 

another higgah. I told 'em, 'Law, don t you think I see lots, 

lot s more than I wants, everyday when I is at homef' 
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It used to scare me. The folks would go off to a 

party or a show and leave me alone with the baby. NO, Miss 

1:ary, I wasn't scared tor myselt. I thought somebody might 

come in and kidnap that baby. No matter how late they 

was If d sit on the top step of the stairs leading upstairs-

just outside the door where Lansing was asleep. NO matter 

what time they come home they'd find me there. '~by don't 

you go on in your bedroom and lie down l' they'd ask me. 

t NO,' r'd tell 'em, 'somebody might come in, and they 

\\Iould have to get that ba.by over my dead body. t 

donni., that's my daughter ( D's. D.G. ~rphy, 331 

Walnut street---a. large stucco house with wel.l cared tor 

lawn) she wants me to quit work. I told her, 'You put . 

that over on Mrs. Murphy---you made her quit work and took 

care of her. What happened to her? She died' You're not 

going to make me old. t 

TWice shets got me to quit work. Once, she told me 

it was against the law. Told me there was a law old 

folks couldn't work. I believed her and I quit. Then I 

come on down and I asked Mr. Eisele "( an important 
.:l"_e..l ~ 3 

business executive and prominent in civic affair~l" He 

rared back and he said. 'I'd like to see anybody stop me 

from working. t So t come on backo 



.Anoth.. t1me, it· was ..... __ ·.14· ... peaat.a ... la. 

They ttlea to .to~ •• qe1Jl. ,.U _ I ha-4 1ao talte 1'_ I .deI 

Mr. lisele 1~ I oould work just tlle .......' h. san t it 
.. . ~ - .. 

you take 1,., JOutll ave to .. 111" work.'. SO 1 .tampel ., teo", 
- ~ 

and I 8878. 'I won't take _boll". p_loa.-
.. .. ...... 

the other -7.oau1. oallel 1IP here and she a.nel te 

crying. 1,01;8 ot to ... write her note. _ 8a7 .~.t ..... ad ,_ 

let me work.SO_be.,. 1;014 he that 'Ute,. Itat a •• me goinS 'b7 

to work a-t " otoloek 1Il the aniBS. It. waSIl" .. __ • I 
- , .-" 

asked a mall whea I ... OB: the 1181' a4 l' was .DJdnut.a ·_"11 

5. Besid •• , a'7 ~O_ baa _teppe. ani , ooUu-.. ,''tell 'WIld 

time it was. Tea, 81. •• lIar7 ,I .. ea __ hfteaort ot earll'; 

but then I l1ke 1". :r J.st at, in tile t1 tche. 0"11. the 

tolks get UP. 

You ••• 1mat pioture OTer 'bhere, 1"t8 •• S1Nl. 0_ he 
,. 

was 17. It d 1a1~ that _l1ing faoe anJWhere. B t. a1wa~8 .04 W 
. - . 

me. When the7 go aW&7 ... nor14& 1 08Jl .. to the s'tere eat. 

get monel' whenever l •• e' 1". BUt Ite • alW.78 ,S004. to se. tb_ 

come back. lliaa .aucle 881'. Ita aura 'to .. ,. "aT.,· Ita no 
t good worker."t JIl.a ~, Ita Dei -. p1l1, t. ..111" work. 

Not until I get oU. • 

135 



mterriewer _________________ Sa __ ._I_el __ S_. __ !a .. ll_o._r~---------------

Person interviewed, XqliDa Morgan 
131'1 •• Si~GeeBth St~et, Li ttl. Bock, Arkansas 

Age App. 81 

--- - - - ... 

"I was six years old during ot the War. JIy ma to14 me my age, but I 

forgot it; I never did have it put down. 'l'.b.e only way I gits a pension, I 

just tells 'em I was six years old during ot the War, and they t1gures out 

the age. Sorta like that. lht I know I was six years old when the Rebels 

)nd the Yankees was fighting. 

Itl seed the Yankees come through. I seed that. They COBle in the t1a 

old master _s gone. He run ott--he rUn away. lie didn't let 'fIII. git hill. 

I was a little child. 'rIley stayed there all day breaking into things-

breaking into the molasMs and all like that. Old mistress .stayecl upstairs 

hiding. i'he soldiers went down in the basement and throwed things arout. 

Old master was a senator; they wanted to git his. Th.ey aura did CUS8 h1a: 

'The --, --, --, old senator, f; they would 88.'1'. lie took his tinest horses 

and all the gold and silver with h1m S<IIewherea. !hey couldn't git fia. 

They was a:f'ter senators and high-ups like that. 

"The soldiers tickled _. They sung. The white peop~.ts yard waa jus' 

full of' them playing 'Yankee Doodle' and 'Hang'lett DaTia on a Sour Apple 

Tree. t 

"All the 1hite people goneS 1Pw:J.ny how theyl.'U.n away like that. They 

had to save their selves. I 'member they took one old boas man and hung him 

up in a tree aero sa 8 drain ot water, jus' let his toot touch--and 8amebodT 

cut him down atter '1Ih1le. '!'hose white :rolks hael' to 1'W1 8lrlq. 

" / : 

136' 



2. 137 

i~e(i:' Iv 
, '\/ i ____ - r-

"I was born. in liedgeboro, North Carolina, on the plantation ot--let me 

see what that man's name was. He was an old lawyer. I done forgot that old 

white man's name. Old Tom Ash! Senator Ash--that's his name. He was good 

to his slaves. He had so many niggers he didn't know them all. 

WMY father's name was Alphonso Dorgens and my mother's name was Lizzie 

Dorgens. Both 01" them dead. I don't know what her name was betore she 

married. My pa belonged to the Dorgens t and he married my mae That is how 

she come to be a Dorgen. Old Man .Ash never did buy him. He just visited ID7 

mother. They all was in the same neighborhood. B~.g plantations. Both 01" 

them had masters that owned lots 01" land. I don't know how often he visited 

my mother after he married her. He was over there all the time. They were 

right adjoining plantations. 

"I was born in a frame house. I don't know nothin' about it no more 

than that. It was j tined to the kitchen. My mother had two rooms j tined to 

the kitchen. She was the old mistress' cook. She could come right out 01" 

the kitchen and go on in her room. 

"My father worked on the tam. They fed the slaves meat and bread. 

That is all I remember--meat and bread and potatoes. They made lots 01" 

potatoes. They gave 'em what they raised. You could raise stuff for your-

self if you wanted to. 

"My mother took care of her Children. We children was on the place 

there with her. She didn't have nooody's children to take care 01" but us. 

Patrollers 

rtI used to hear them all talk about the patrollers. I used to hear 

my mother talking about them. :My ma said my master wouldn't let the 

patrollers come on his place. They could go on anybody else's place 



, 
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l:A1t he never did let them ccme on his place. Some of the slaves were 

treated very bad. lbt my me. said he didn't allow a patroller on the place 

and he didn't allow no other white man to touch his niggers. He was a big 

white man-a senator. He didn't know all his Negroes but he didn't allow 

nobody to impose on them. He didn t t let no patroller and nobody else beat 

up his niggers. 

0 1 
~, .. I 

How Freedom Oame 
---_. 

"I don't know how freedom came. I know the Yankees came through and 

they'd pat we little niggers on the head and say, 'N1gger, you are just as 

free as I am.' And I would say, 'Yes 'me ' 

Right Arter J'reedca 

"Right after the liar my mother and father moved off the place and went 

on another plantation somewheres--I don't know where. They share cropped. 

I don't know how long.. Old mistress didn't want them to move at all. I 

never will forget that. 

Present Occupation and Opinions 

1t1 used to cook out all the time when I got grown. I couldn't tell you 

when I married. You got enough junk down there no... So I ain't giving you 

no more. My husband t s been dead about seven years. I goes to the Methodist 

church on Ninth and Broadway. lain' t able to do no work no... I gets a 

little penSion, and the Lord takes care of me. I have a hard time SOlll8-

time. 

ItI ain't bothered about these young folks. They is somethin~l.- It ---
Would be wonderf'ul to write a book from. that. They ought to gi t a history 

of these young people. You could git a wonderfUl book out of tha •• 

1aB 
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-The colored tolks have come a long..,. aince treeclOll. An4it the 

white folks didn't pin 'em down they'd goturther~ Old. lett llavis said when 

the niggers waa turned loose, 'Dive up your knives and torks with the •• ' 

JIlt the7~~~'t do n:!1Icmte Diggers was sharp I1ll4 got-";;;;;;'~~-';:d-:-the7 

'-lost it just like they gOt it. Look at lhah. I know two or three 'b1S 

niggers got a lot and ain't got ,nothin' lett DOW. lell, I ain't got no 

time for no more junk. You got enough down there. You take that and go 

on.-

Interviewer's Comm.ent 

, J!;l I , 

During the interview, a little "pickantnny- came in with his mother. His 

grandmother and a torlorn little dog were alao along. "'!'ell grandma what 

you want," his mother pr01i.pted. "Ia that your grandson?- I interrupted. 

"No,· she said, "He ain't no kin to me, but he calls me tma' and acts as it 

~e little tellow hung back. Be was just about twenty... 

two months old, but large and mature tor that age. 

"Tell 'mat what you want," hi s grandmother P1 t in. Finally, he made up 

his mind and stood in tront ot her and said, "Buh-er." His mother explained:, 

"I've done made him some corn bread, 'tAlt he aintt got no butter to put on it 

and he wants you to give him som." 

Sister Korsan sat silent awhile. !hen she rose deliberately and .ent 

slowly to the ancient ice .. box, opened it and took out a tin ot butter which 

she had evidently churned herselt in some 1II8DD.er and carefUlly cut OI1t a 

~l piece and wrapped it neatly and handed it 1;0 the little one. Atter a 

few amenities, they passed out. 



Even nth her p1t1f'ul and l118agre lot, the old la4y ev1dently means to 

share her bare necess1ties w1th others. 

o. 140 

The manner o't her calculation o:t her age 1s 1nterest1ng. She was six 

years old when the War was going on. She detin1 tely remambers seeing 

~ermants ar.my and Wheeler's cavalry a'tter she was six. Since they were in 

her neighborhood in 1864, she is undoubtedly more than e1ghty. lighty-one 

is a fair estimate. 
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Intervie .. r~ ______________ ~Samu~=e~l~S~·~TBt~l~o~r~ ______________ _ 

Person interv1e.ed:-_~~~_~ __ l_"'--..;::o...;IIo-.;;;riolilSB!r.:;:::; ________ _ 
819 Rice Street. Little Rock. Arkansas 

.\gB----

.. -- - --_ .. - --- - .. - - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - - - ~ - --
"ntring the slave t1llla. the pateroles used to go trca ODe plantat10n to 

the other hunt1Dg Negroea. '!'bey would catch tbaJll at tbe door and throw hot 

ashes in their faces. You could go to another plantat10n and steal or do 

anything you wanted it' you could manage to get back to your old master's 

place. ~t it' you got caught away trom your plantation, they would get ycu.. 

Sometimes a nigger didn't want to gat caught and beat, so be would throw a 

shovel or hot aabes in tbe pateroles' faces and beat it away. 

"My daddy used to tell lots ot stories about slavery t1m8s. He's beeD. 

dead forty-three years and my mother haa been dead torty-one years-fon1-

one years th1s Yay. I was quite young and lots of the things they told •• 

I remember, and some ot them, I don't. 

ItI was born in 18'15. That 1I'aa eight yeara after the War ended. 1_ .:- I . ~ .. , no" 
~ A 

father's name was Aaron and rq mother' 8 name was Rosa. "-"!oth- f3't them __ iJr---

~av~rJ. I got a brother that was a baby in her lap when the Yankee soldiers 

got after a chicken. !he chican flew up in her lap and they ne'ftr got that 

one. The wh1te folks lost 1t, but the Yankees didn't get it. I have beard 

my mother tell all sorts ot th1.nga. But they just caae to _ at times. 'fhe 

sold ~~rs would take chickens or anything 'they could get their hands on-those 

soldters would. 

"My mother marr1ed the first time in slavery. Her first husband 11&8 

sold in slavery. That is the onliest brother I'. got living now out of 

ten .. -tnat ODe that 11'88 aettin' in her lap when the soldiers co_ throu.gh. 
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JII'8 1n BoJdeU, Ark ........ ~It .... to be ea11e4MD:mtl.l. It -18 about 

0J18 htmdred t __ ,...... m1e. trc. _re, be __ .... t, 1 ... hua4ft4 alae 

and BoydeU i •• boa.t .... 1_ 1I11e. tunher _~ Itt. in Baahrtlle Ooaaty • .,. -brother was a great biS 014 baby In alaYeJ7 t_.. Be _ -WlID01;l1.er'. ch11d 

by her f'lrn hU8~ £1 'IJJe 1'88" ot thaa i8 cleat an4 he 18 t_olll1en 

one that is 11 v~ 

-I was a 88etioD tOreD8ll ~~ the K18aour1 Paeitic 'tor mn",.-two 18a:ra. 

Ilorked there a1top1iller tor th1n7-t1"t'8 ,.ears f 1Mt I _a .otioa tore.a 

tor twenty-two 78d'.~ Ifhere'a J87 card [! ... c_nt ....... 4rJ.ot. ot ... 

sta38d on the job tU1 It _18 theil out~ leWis Be •• 414 that_ It w0lll4 

take him two hour. to walk trca here to hl. ~-U he ever manapd it at 

-It t 8 11&1'11 tocJq IJ14 1" wm briDe a lot ot tl1e.~ a .. don't 41. 1a 

the winter. Lots or tolb th1Dt __ y do. !he,. go up 1a craw a4 little 

places like tbat under ,_ .. a:tharboard the~ Pl. ... where It 1 ....... 

and there they huctclle up aa4 ... tlll it .. "a.... !'Jtea they 00. out U4 

get sCIIlethlq to eat 04 go bact apia 1Ihea It oool. ott. !he1' 1118 rip, 

on through the w1D.ter in their hletlns pla .... 

-Both of J/II parent. eat4 they al1lia7. 414 their work 1Ihateftr the tuk 

might be. ADd rq 4a4dy salet he __ r sot DO wlllPP1lis at all. TOIl DOW t_" 

lould put • taak OD J'O'l a4 it 19'1 dldn't 4o1t, J'OU .",,14 pt a *lpp~ 

My daddy wouldn't ataa4 to be 1Ihlppe4 b7 a pate~lef aa4 he dlu't haft to 

be whipped by nobocJT elae, ___ he al_,.. d14 hie ~ 

"Be ... 0B8 of the 0". that the pate:role. eoal.c1a't cat.h. 1Ihea 

the patero1e. wor&l4 -be "r;r1Ds to· hl'eat 1D __ place wher. he .... UI4 

the o~her nl881r. woul4 be stu41q '1'01Ill4 msll.M4 to death a4 

londer1n' 1Iha't -to 40. he would ... pttln' up • ahOftltal ot .. ~ 

? 
It 



When the door wOl1l.d be opened. an4 they would be l'Usbin' in, he would scatter 

the ashes in their taces aa4 ftah ou.'. It' he couldD't tind no aahea, he 

lould always have a band:tul ot' pepper 1d.th hila, and he would throw that 1D. 

their faces and beat 1'. 

"He would t'ool dogs that 1187 too. _ daddy never did 1'Wl a.,.. Be 

said he didn't have no need to rUD awq. They treated hill all ript. Be 

did his work. Be wOQlcl get through with everyth.1ng and 8C118tt.S he W01ll.4 

be home betore six o'clock. IIy mother said that lots ot tiDIes abe 1IOUl.d 

pick cotton and g1. ve it to the others that couldn't keep up so that the,. 

louldn 't be punished. She had a brother the,. used to whip all the tme be

cause he didn't keep up. 

"My tather told _ that his old master told h1m he was tree. HI 

stayed with his master ttll he 1'8ti red and sold the ptaoe. Be worDd on 

shares with hta. His old mster &Old 'the place and _n' to Monticello aD4 

died. He stqed with hill about t'itteen or sixteen years attar he .s treed, 

stayed on that place till tbe OoT8:rm.at donated h1Jl one hunli'il"8d sixt;y aONS 

and charged him. OJll.y a dollar and sin;y cats tor it. Be lu1l. t a house on 

it and cleared it up. '!hat's what Jq dadd;y dld. Sella tolks don't belleve 

me when I teU ,_ the GoT8~nt gave him. a hundred and sin;y acres ot' 104 

and charged him only a dollar md s1n;y cents tor it-a peDJlJ' a aCN. 

"I am retire4 now. Been retind a1noe 19380 ~ Go'Y8~t took owr 

the railroad pension and 1t pqa _ now. !hat 'i8 under the Seeur1ty.ut. 

Each and every man on the railroad paJ'S ilL to the Oovenm.nt. 

"I have been married right around thirtY-D.iDe ,au .. 

"I ... '8ft ta Qlleet Cout". Arkan.... _ :rather _s born 1a Oeorg1a 

and brought here by his ma.Hr. Be 0C1D8 here in a old coT8red ox waeon. 

I dOll't know how 1ibey happened to deoide to C~ hen. IV mother waa bon 



1D south Cd'ol1Da. .. _t ., fa.el' heft 1». .Arta_~ 1M,. aell hezt 

hUsband and .. .s bl."01lP' Ilefte #tel' pa_ .... olan4 lIhe _t .,. . 

.• ~ 144· 

dad4,. Bel' fir" huII .... 4 .. _14 18 Sea. CUo1.1Da ea4 ah ...... 1' 41t Jaunr 

that be.- of hs.. ftey JIIlt Ida u, 0& the 1tlook 8JUl 8014 hill _t ahe _ftr 

did know wh1ch _ he _.t~ lie lett her 1IitJa .. hoJ1l r1pt ..... She hat 

a sister that etqe4 1a SoIlt11 0aJ.t0l1Da~ . "''bo~ Nasht her ther. ant kept; 

her and lomeb04y --slat 'lIT aother aDd brOllsht her heft~ .,. fathert s .... 1' 

11ke that. 

-I don't belona to aDJ' chu:roh. I have a11fQ'S 11~t 480ent u4 up' OIl. 
ot trouble.-

Padt1e 11nel 81_' 1»7 L. ... IIltwta, Ohief "~tl ... otneel'. 

Be 1s a pod .. .TeIl it he 1. not • Ghrist1_ .. to ohnroh __ ru1,. 
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lnterviewer ____ ~M_l __ ss~I_r_e~n_,e __ R_o_b_·.~~~_·t_8_0_n_· __ __ 

Person Intervlewed~. __ ~_~O~·1_·1_._1_a __ ._o_r.g~an ____ _ 

Age 62 Hazen, Ark. 

-- - - - - - - ---- - - - .. -- - - - - - - - - .... ----

"I am 62 years old. I was born in Laf'ayetteOounty close 

to New Lewisville. I heard mama say many a time she was named' 

after her state - North Oarolina. Her name was Oarolina Alexan

dria. They brought. her a slave girl to this new country. She 

and papa must .of' met up toreckly after freedom. She had some 

children and 11m one ~f my papa's oldest children. 

"Papa come here long fore the war started. The old master. 

in Atlanta, Georgia - Abe Smith - give his son three boys and one 

girl. He emigrated to Arkansas. 

"Mama said her first husband and the young master went off 

and he never come back as she lmowed of. Young master played 

wi th mama's second girl a whole heap. One day they was playing. hiding 

round. Just as she come running ,to the base from round the house, 

young master hit her on the forehead with arock. It killed her. 

Old master tried to school him but he worried so they sent him 

off - thought it would do his health good to travel. I don't 

think they ever come back. 

trAfter freedom mama married and went over to papa's master's. 

Papa stayed round there a long time. They got news some way they 

was to get forty acres land and a mule to start out with but they 

said they never got nothing. 

ttMy papa said he mowed it to be a tact, the Ku Klux ellt a 

.~ 
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colored woman I s breast off. I don t t reoollect why he said they 

got after her. The Jayhawkers was bad too. They all \'lent wild; 

some of em left men hanging up in trees. They needed a good mas

ter to protect em worse after the war than they needed em before. 

They said they had a Yankee government then was reason of the Ku 

Klux. They run the Jayhawkel's out and made the Yankees go on 

home. Everybody bad a hard time. Bread was mighty scarce when 

I was a child. Times was hard. Men that had land had to let it 

layout. They had nothin' to feed the hands on, no money to pay, 

no seed, no stock to work. The fences all went to rack and all 

the houses nearly doW7l. When I was a child they was havin' bard 

times. 

"I!m a country woman. I farm~d all my life. I been married 

two times; I married Holmes, then Morgan. They dead. I washed, 

ironed, cooked, all at Mr. Jim Buchannan's sawmill close to Lewis

ville two years and eight months; then I went back to farmin t up 

at Pine Bluff. My oldest sister washed and ironed for Mrs. Buchan

nan till she moved from the sawmill to Texarkana. He lived right 

at the sawmill ground. 

"My papa voted a Republican ticket. I don't vote. My hus

bands have voted along. If the women would let the men have the 

business I think times would be better. I don't believe in women 

voting. The men ought to make the livings for the families, but 

the women doing too much, They crowding the men out of work. 

"Some folks is sorry in all colors. Sf>emB like the young 

folks ain't got no use for quiet couD:try life. They buying tOoo 
. 

much. They say they have to buy everything. lain' t had no de-



> 

nression yet. I been at work and we had crop failures but I 

made it through. Some folks good and some ain't. Times is bout 

to run away with some of the folks. They all say times is better 

than they bee'n s inca 1928. I hope times is on the mend. It 



~t.~~. ______________ ~Ia .. "~~~:~}I_. __ BD_·le~~~ .. _ .. _ ••. ____ ----------

Person 1at.rrine4~· ~ __ :;:~~··· .• =·~z.,,!!·· ~ .. ~._~~ .. ~.~. ~;...! . .IZ~.=!!M=' !I!.L.,.' ..... ..;.... __ 

.. '71 

. . . 

.... -----------------------------------

. 
ft. 8arab. .. 4 B1~JIor __ 

.., great-srudtdMr .'loq to B1ll .ooc1a~ .07 ~ .'1088 to 

s.. 
ot thea stUl eae4 bT IIor&flJ'.~ 

"IfotJaer' a •• era ... ~s a:a4 Lucella 1Jarn.. . !.IleJ' hIlA • bo7 
. -

D8III8d Harle7 ·Harris 8114 a sirl. lie lla4 a -ell f'..e 

llJ(other sal4 her .nor _ 'to ba4. , bat rq f'ather aa14 ~a ODR 

n.a toup oa hia-toqll Oll all of'~.. 1fhe7 as all tield h .... ~ 

They had to gl t up IID4 .. 481q. Be aaicl th.,.. t .. b7 torell IIIO%'Jd.JiC ... 

night and reat04 1D. the ..... of' tU dq twe or tllne hoUr.~ .. tlIe 

oxen and .al.~ Ia tlwa flap atock ad f'olka all et tlIree tDea a _~ 

I does real ..u .. ow io pi two aaa1.a a dq, __ "mea lJai .. ~ Bel' 

done a~ JdJUt ot ark all the JMr t~ 118 aa14 tIlo,. luI4 'kaka~ 
-

!hey better glt the task dODe or thaT _1114 pt a 'beat~ 

-I haTea't TOted ill a. loas a t:t.. I. Tot ... KePllal10aL I 

thOUSht I dl~ 

-I worPacl at the rail.roacl i111 the7- pat _ oft. !heT pat _ ott 

on d1sablllt7. 2r71Ds" &1t Jq papers tiD4 up .. _:rt e:r .. " 

1OUIl8e-
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Name of Inte"'-"''' . Pernella Werso. 

Subjeot SlaTery Dill - - Crue1J1aater irurde~ By Slave •• 

Story - Intormati8 (If ..... 4:'~u;h. spa.e, 01l this pace add, page) 

All WUB bOrD in Caro1iD.a ub slaTe ' .. ah wUs ,de a1d •• t dauChtuh ot Christ~aDa 

Yiebb whose owner WUS' .ster Leida .Aw.es. lfah lI&lIIDV had lots UV, ohilllDt an she 

also mammied de white ohillu:a, ,.but WUZ, let' 1I&1IIiDyle8s. lIbea ah lNS,..., sma~l 

dey rented me out tub. SOlIe .. V!r'1' pel white tokes. DeJ 'WUZl1 use tllh sl ...... so mah 
L M-7tJ,: ... 

~ster made hi. promiseoA tub beat lIB or knook lIB 'bout. D~ promse dey 1I'0ul~,.,. 

Dey oahried me hoa an ah olare deywus s. _an tub _ till ah ruJl ott an tried 

tub fiD' de 'fI&Y' baok tub mah Jl8rster. Bight oaught me in de wood.. .Ala. •• ' ~s 

skeered. Ah wuz lkeered uv beara an panthers 10 ah oraw1ed up in a ,ole 8uld0JUKl. 

orib an orouohed dGWD. gainlt de loft. All .... nt ott tub. Ileep but wu woke by 

somethin soratch1Jl. on de wall belOw. Ah Itayed oloae as ah could tW1 de wall 

an 'gin er pray-in. Dat thing :oratched all night aa ah prayed all night. De 
, , .. 

next mawin dese white tokea aent lfOrd tuh Marater dat ah had let' a8 KarateI' 

foun' me an took ., home and let me stay dar to.. Jh dic1JL' .... rk 1a de fUll all 

worked Ua de houae. W. lind h uh log oabiD. BTU Sunda _WDin Karste!' Louis 

would haTe all us alavel tub de houae while he ... uld liag &1l prat &II. read de Bibl. 

tub us all. 

De people dat owned de plantati.. near ua had lots ot a1aTes. Dey OWD8d lots 

uv mah kin tokss. DpJ ~Iter would beat da at night when dey 00_ twa de tiel' 

an look em up. He'd whoop 1DI an se.' .. tub de ·tiell • ~ o01.&ldn' visit n8 slaTeS 

In no slaves ~ 'lowed tub visit e.. S. -.h oouam Sallie watohed hill hide de 

key so she lIlOTed dft a 11'1 further baok •• dat he had tub. lean on.h tu1l reaoh 

dem. nat _Win BOOl1 when he 0(118 tub let 8Jl out she oracked him in de haid w!4 de 

poker an made little Joe help put his hai~ in de t~uh plaoe. Dat day in de tiel' 

Little Joe _de er acme' -It "10 don' bleave Aunt Sallie kilt Marae J1a de bl..a 

ia on huh under dreslw• H. jas h~llered hit. 

'!his Inf'oratl_ clyea ~, ____ CJt._aiiiiiir_1V ..... __ JIo_rr;.;;..:;1a;;;.... ____________ _ 
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"Aunt Sallie kilt Marse Jim." Dey zamined Aunt Sallie' 8 under dress so dey put 

huh in jail till de baby oome den dey tried h~ an sentenoed huh tub be hung an 

she wuz. 

Our Marster use tub tell us it we lett de house de patarollera would oatch 

us. One night de patarollers rua mah two brothers home, Joe an Henr,y. 

Vfilen de ole baid died out dey chil1un got de property. Yo see we slaves "INS 

de property. Den we got separated. Some sent one way aD so_ nother. Hit je. 

happent dat Marse J:ilIl drawed _. 

When de Wah broke out we could heah li'l things belu said. We oouldn' make 

out. So we begin tuh moye erbout. Later we learnt we 1fUZ runnia tum. de wah. IJI. 

runnin we rUJl intuh a bunoh UT soldiers dat had got kilt. Oh dat wuz terri)l •• 

Aftuh mah brudders foun out dat dey 11111 fightin tub free us dey stole hosses an 

run amy tuh keep tua beia set free. Attuth we got tub Morris Creek hit If'U1 

bloody an dar lIUZ: one UT de hosses turnia roun an roun in de utah ... id his eye. 

shot out. We nevall saw nuthin else UT Joe nor Henry nor de othuh horse tra dat 

day tub d is one. But 11'8 went on an on till we oome tub a red house and da't red 

house represented free. De White fokes wouldn go dat way oause dey hated tuh 

give us up. Dey turnt an went de othuh way but hit wuz too late. De nEmS 00_ 

dat Mr. LlnoolJl. had signed de papuhs dat made us all free m dere wuz so_ 'j010-

ing ah tells yo. Ah wuz a grown woan at dat time. Ole Moster Amos brought us 

on as fur as Fo'dyce an turnt us a loose. Dat's what dey settled. Some UT de 

slaves stayed wid em an SOWle went tub othuh p1aoes. Me an Dah sistuh oom tuh 

Camden an settled. Ah mahried George Korris. 1.'- havn' seen our pa an ma si1'1oe 

we WUI 'vided and since we wuz chilla. When we gottuh Camden and settled down 

we went tuh work ,an sont baok tub de oleoountry attuh ma an pa. Enroute tuh dis 

country we oome through Tennessee, an ah meJlbuh comin through Memphis til Pine Bluff 

to Fordyce. 

As we lNZ comin we stopped at de Mississippl'RiTUh. Ah wuz standin on de 

bank: looldn at de great roll U'V watuh high in de air. Saebody snatched - baok 

and de watuh took in de bank wa ah wuz standia. Y. oound'. stand too olose, tub 

de rivuh I count UT de wavea. 
~ 
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Der WUI a oel' wintuh aad at night we ."GOld gather reUll a large .amp tire 

an play sioh games .a "Jaok-m-de-bush out him d~" an "01. gray lIIUle- out 

11 
ride him. Yaul mow de •. games ah know. All in de suamer times at night we 

played Julands. On our 'fI8.y tub. Arlcanaas we drove ox ;teama, jinnie tealU, don

key teams,. mule teams an horse teams. lie sho had a good ti •• 
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Age 71 ' 
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"My parents was tTane and Sam JicCaslin. They come from. close to 

Atlanta, Georgia to Hernando, lIississippl atter slavery_ JIa as helre4 and 

they bought pa bef'ore they lett Borth Carol1na. They bought pa out ot a 

nigger drove after he was gr01lJl.. Be raised tobacco and corn. Pa. helped 

farm and they raised hogs. He drove hogs to sell. He diem't say where 

they took the hogs, only they would have to stay up all night driving the 

hogs, and they rode horses and walked too and had shepherd dogs to keep 

them in a drove. 

"Fa was a BOwick (B( our) iok) l:N.t I never heard him sfl7 nothing bout . 

Master Bowick, so I don't know his other name. He said thaT,got ta a tight 

and had to sell SaD8 ot the slaves and he baing young would bring more than 

one of the older men. He was real black. »a was lighter but not very 

light. 
,. 

"McCaslin was a low heavy set man and he rented out hacks and horses in 

Atlanta and pa drove, greased the harness and curried and sheared the horses. 

Master McCaslin brought them in tom and rented -them out. He didn't have a 

livery stable. He just :furnished conveyances. I heard him tell abou~ a 

good hi tch1ng post Where he could more than. apt rent out his rig and how he 

uways stopped and red the horses when eating time came. Be took a reed box 

uong all the t:lma. Kaster llcCaslin would tell him to not drive too hard 

Ihen he had to make long drives. He nsver would let him take a whoop. 

152 
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"He had some girls I heard him s87. MaY' and Alice was their nama •• 

He didn't say muCh about the familY'. Be took a basket ot provision with 

him to eat lfiss May and Miss Alice tixed up. file basket was close wove and 

had a lid. The old man tarmed. lIe drove too. He drove a hack. )(a worked 

in the field. I heard. her tell about the cockleburs. lIell, she said theY' 

would stick on your dress and stiok your legs and you would have to pick 

them off and sometimes the begar's-lice would be thick on their elothes 

and they would pick them ott. 

~men they would clean out the fence corners (rail fence) they would 

leave every 'little wild plum tree and leave a whole lot of briers so they 

would have wild plums and berries. They raised ootton. Sometime duriD& 

the War old Master McC.slin took all his slaves and stock way back in the 

bottoms. The cane 1I8.S big as IDa' swrist she said. They put up SOIDS cabins 

to live in and she 1 ter the stook. Pa. said some of em went in the amy. He 

didn't want to go. TheY' worked a corn crop over in there. 

"They lett soon as they was freed. I don't know how they found it out. 

T'ney walked to way over in Alabama and pa made terms with a man to oome to 

Mississippi. Then they come in a wagon and walked too. She had three 
, {,-z,'V'"A/ 

little children. I was close to Montgomery, Alabama in September but I 

don't know how long it was after the War. I was the first girl. 'fhere was 

two more boys and three more girls after me. Me. had children born in three 

states. 

"Ma. died with the typhoid fever. Then two sisters and a brother died. 

Pa had it all S'UI1ID8r -and he got well. lIiss (lIrs.) Betty Chamlin took us 

children to a house and fed us away from ma and the sick girls and boy. We 

was on her place. She had two families then. We got water from a spr1.ng. 



It was a pretty spring under a biS hUl. We woul.d _de where the spring 

run oft. She moved us out ot that hoase. 
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"Kiss Betty- was a 1I1dow. She had several bora. ~ey worked in the 

field all the time. We stayed till the boys lett and she 801d her place. 

She went back to hal' tolka. I never did see her no more. We scattered out. 

h lived about wid us till he died. I got three girls living. I got tiTe 

children dead. I got one girl out here from town and one girl at Meridian 

and my oldest girl in Memphis. I takes it time around wid am. 

"I seen the RU Klux but they never bothered us. I seen them in 

Alabama, I recken it was~ I was 80 small I jest do remember seains th_~ 

I Vias the onliest child born in .Alabama. Pa made one crop. I don't know 

how they got along the rest ot the time there. We started share cropping 

in Mississippi. Pa. was always a good hand with stock. It they got sick 

they sent tor him to tell them what to do. He never owned no land, no home 

neither. 

"I farmed all my lite. I used to make a little money along during the 

year washing and ironing. I don't get no help. I live with the girls. _ 

girl in Memphis sends me a little change to buy my snutf and little thULgs 

I have to have. She cooks tor a lawyer now. She did. take eare at an lady. 

She died since I been :here and she moved. I rather war£( in the field than 

do what she done when that old lady lived. She was like a baby to tend to. 

She had to stay in that house all the time. 

"The young tolks don't learn manners now like tftet Used to. Times 1. 

better than I ever Men em. Poor tolks have a hard time any tu.. Some 

folks got a lot and some ain't got nothinS everywhere.-
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Interviewer Samuel S. T81lor 

Person interviewed Claiborne Moss 
1812 Marshall Street, L1 ttle Rock, Arkansas 

Age 81 
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"I was born in Washington County, Georgia, on Archie Duggins' 

plantation, fifteen miles from Sandersville, the county-seat, June 18, 

1857. 

"My mother's name was Ellen Moss. She was born in Georgia too, in 

Hancock County, near Sparta, the county-seat. My father was Fluellen Moss. 

He, too, was born in Hancock County. Bill Moss was his owner. Jesse 

Battle was my mother's owner before she married. My mother and father had 

ten Children, none 01' them Ii nng now but me, so far as I know.. I was the 

fifth in line. There were four older than I. The oldest was ten years 

older than I. 

"Bill Moss' and Jesse Battle's plantations were not far apart. I 

never heard my father say how he first met my mother. I was only eight 

years old when he died. They were all right there in the same neighbor-

hood, and they would go visiting. Battle and Moss and EVans all had 

plantations in the same neighborhood and they would go from one place to 

the other .. 

"Hhen Bill :Moss went to Texas, he gave my mother and father to Mrs. 

Beck. Mrs. Beck was Battle' 5 daughter and Mrs. Beck bought my father from 

Moss and that kept them together. He was that good. Moss sold out and went 

to Texas and all his slaves went walking while he went on the train. He 

had about a hundred of them. When he got there, he couldn't hear from them. 

;i 
Ii 
" 
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He didn't know where they was--they was walking and he had got on the train--

50 he killed hisself. When they got there, just walking along, they found 

him dead. 

"Moss t nephew, Whaley, got two parts of all he had. Another fellow--

I cantt call his nama--got one part. His sister, they sent her back five--

three of IllY uncles and two of my aunties. 

"i,illere I was raised, Duggins wasn't a mean:man. His slaves didn't get 

out to vJOrk till after sunup. His brother, who lived three miles out from 

us, r:lade his folks get up before sunup. But Duggins didn't do that. He 

seened to think something of his folks. Every Saturday, he' d give lard, 

flour, hog Meat, syrup. That was all he had to give. That was extra. War 

\'las going on and he couldn't get nothing else. On \iednesday night he'd 

give it to them again. Of course, they would get corn-meal and other 

things from the kitchen. They didn't eat in the kitchen or any place 

tot:;ether. Everybody got what there was on the place and cooked it in his 

cabin. 

"Before I was born, Beck sold my mother and father to Duggins. I 

don't blOW why he sold them. They had an auction block in the town, but 

out in the Cowltry they didn't have no block. If I had seen a nigger and 

wanted to buy him, I would just go up to the owner and do business with 

him. That was the way it was with Beck and Duggins. Selling my mother and 

I'ather was just a private transact ion between them. 

Rations 

"Twice a week, flour, syrup, meat, and lard were given to the slaves. 

'Iou. cot other food from the kitchen. Meat, vegetables, milk,--all· the milk 

you TIclll ted--bread. 
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A .Mean Owner 

nBeck, Moss, Battle, and Duggins, they was all good people. But 

Kenyon Morps, now talk about a mean man, there was one. He lived on a hill 

a little off from the Duggins plantation. His women never give birth to 

children in the house. He'd never let 'em quit work before the time. He 

wanted them to work--work right up to the last minute. Children were all 

born in the field and in fence corners. Then he had to let t em stay in 

about a week. .Last I seen him, he didn t t have nothin', and was ragged as a 

jay bird. 

Houses 

"OUr house was a log house. It had a large room, and then it had 

another room as large as that one or larger built on to it. Both 01' these 

rooms ilere for our use. My mother and father slept in the log cabin and 

the kids slept back in the other room. My sister stayed with :foe Duggins. 

Eer rlissis was a school-teacher, and she loved sister. My master gave my 

sister to Joe D~ggins. Mrs. Duggins taught my sister, Fannie, to read and 

spell but not to write. If there was a slave roan that knowed how to write, 

they used to cut off his thumb so that he couldn't write. 

"There was some white people wouldn't have the darkies eating butter; 

our :1hi te pe ople 1 et us have butter, bi scui t s, and ham every day. They 

would put it up for me. 

'tl had more sense than any kid on the plantation. I would do anything 

they uanted done no matter how hard it was. I walked five miles through the 

woods once on an errand. The old lady who I went to said: 

" 'You walk way down here by yourselt?t 

"I told her, 'yea'. 
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"She said, 'Well, you ain't going back by yo' self because you're too 

little,' and she sent her oldest son back with me. He was white. 

"My boss was sick once, and he wanted to get his mail. The post 

office was five miles away. He said to me: 

" 'Can't you get my mail if I let you ride on my horse?' 

"I said, 'Yes sir.' I rode up to the platform on the horse. They run 

out alld took me off the horse and filled up the saddle bags. Then they put 

me back on and told me not to get off until I reached my master. When I 

got back, everybody was standing out watching for me. When my boss heard 

Me coming, he jumped out the bed and ran out and took me off the horse and 

carried me and the sacks and all back into the house. 

Soldiers 

"I sawall of Wheeler's cavalry. Sherman come through first. He came 
. 

and stayed all night. Thousands and thousands of soldiers passed through 

during the night. Cooper Cuck was with them. He was a fellow that used to 

peddle around in all that country before the War. He went all through the 

::iouth and learned everything. Then he joined up with the Yankees. He come 

there. Nobody seen him that night. He knowed everybody knowed him. He 

went ~~d hid under something somewhere. He was under the hill at daybreak, 

but nobody seen him. When the last of the soldiers was going out in the 

morning, one fellow lagged behind and rounded a corner. Then he galloped a 

little uays and motioned with his arms. Cooper Cuck come out from under 

the hill, and he and Cooper Cuck both came back and stole everything that 

they cou.ld lay their hands on-all the gold and silver that was in the 

house, and everything they could carry. 

"llneeler's cavalry was about three days behind Sherman. They 

caught up with Sherman, but it would have been better if they hadn't, 



'cause he whipped 'em and drove 'em back and went right on. 'l'hey didn't 

have much fighting in my country. They had a little acrt.age once

thirty-six men was all they was in it. One of the Yankees got lost from. 

his company. He come back and inquired the way to LouisVille.. The old 

boss pointed the way with his left hand and while the fellow was looking 

that way, he drug him oft his horse and cut his throat and took his gu.n 

off' n him and killed him. 
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"Sherman's men stayed one night and lett. I mean, his otf'icers stayed. 

We had to feed them. They didn't pay nothing for what they os fed. 1'he 

other men cooked and ate their own grub. They took every horse and mule we 

had. I was sitting beside my old missis.. She said: 

" 'Please.don't let 'em take all our horses.' 

"The tellows she WIlS talking to never looked around. He just said: 

'Every damn horse goes .. ' 

"The Yankees took my Uncle Ben with them when they left. He didn't 

stay but a couple of days. i'hay got in a fight. They giva Uncle Ben five 

horses, five sacks of silverware, and five saddles.. The goods was taken in 

the fight. Uncle Ben brought it back with him. The boss took all that 

silver away from him. Uncle Ben didn't knOll what to do with it. The 

Yankees had taken all my master's and he took Ben's. Ben give it to him. 

He come back 'cauae he wanted to. 

"When Wheeler' a cavalry came through they didn't take nothing-

nothing but what they at, I heard a fellow say, 'Have you got anythb.g to 

eat?' 

"My mother said, 'I ain't got nothin' but same chitlins.' 

"He said, 'G1mme same of those; I love chitlins.' 
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"Mother gave 'em to me to carry to him.. I didntt get half way to him 

before the rest ot the men grabbed me and took 'em away trom me '!lIld et 'em 

up. The man that asked for them didn' t g~t 8. one. 

Slave Money 

1IThe slaves would sanetimes have f'i ve or six dollars. Mostly, they 

would make charcoal and sell it to get money_ 

Patrollers 

"I seen patrollers. !'hey came to our house. They dian't whip nobody. 

OUr folks didn't care no thin ' about 'em. They come looking for keys and 

whiskey. They couldn't whip nobody on my master's plantation. When they 

would come there, he would be s1 tting up with t em. He would sit there in 

his back door an.d look at 'em. Wouldn't let 'em hit nobody. 

"Them colored women had more ~ that enough--laughing at them 

patrollers. Fool 'em and then laugh at 'em. Make out like they was trying 

to hide sane thing and the patrollers would come running ~p. grab ' em and try' 

to see what it was. And the women would laugh and show they had noth,ins. 

Couldn't do nothin' about it. Never whipped anybody 'round there. Couldn't 

whip nobody on our place; couldn't whip nobody on lessie Mills' place; 

couldn't whip nobody on Stephen Mills' place; couldn't whip nobody on Betsy 

Geesleyts place; couldntt whip nobody on l-iancy Mi~s' place; couldn't whip 

nobody on Potter Du.ggins t place. Potter lll.ggias was a cousin to my master. 

Nobody run them peoples' plantations' but theirselV8s. 

Social Lite 

"Uhen slaVes wanted to, they would have dances. 'lhey would have 

dances fran one plantation to the other. The master didn't object. 

-i 



They had fiddle., banjo aDd quIDa, TheY' made the quilla and blowed tea 

to beat the band. Good msio, They wou1.d make the quills out or reeds.· 

Those reeds would sound just like a piano. They 4idn't have no piano. 

161 '1. 

They didn t t serve nothing, Nothing to eat and nothing to drink except them 

that brought wh1skey, The white folks made the whiskey, but the oolored 

folks would get it~ 

"We had church twice a month. !'he Union Church was three miles 811a7 

fran us. My father and I would go when they had a meeting. Bethlehem 

Church was five miles away. Everybody on the plantation belonged to that 

church. Both the oolored and the white belonged and went there. 'fhey had 

the same pastor tor Bethlehem, Union, and Dairy.AIm. His name was 'rom 

Adama. He was a white man. Colored folks would go to Dairy Ann sometimes. 

They would go to Union too. 

"Sometimes they would have meetings trom house to house, the colored 

folks. The colored talks .had those house to house meetillss ·any time they 

telt like it. The masters didl:ltt care, '!'hey didn't care how much theY' 

prayed. 

"Sometimes they had corn shuckings, That was where they did the 

serving, and that was where theY' had the big eatings, 'l'b.ey'd layout a 

big pile of corn. Everybody would get down and throw the corn out as th.ey 

shucked it. They would have a tellow there they would call. the general. 

He would walk rrom one person to another and trOlli 'one end .ot the pUe to 

the other and holler and the boys would 8nner. His idea was to keep them 

working, It they didn't do saneth.ing to keep them working, they wouldn't 

get that corn shucked that night. !hem people would be shucking corn! 

There would be a prize to the one who got the most done or who would 

be the tirst to get done. They would Sing 1fh.i1e they were ahuckiJJ&. 



They had one song they would sing ",hen they were ge'iting cloee. to the' 

finish. Part 01" it went like,this: 

'Red shirt, red shirt 
Nigger got a red shirt. t 

After the shucking was over, they would have pies, beet, biscuits, corn 

bread, whiskey it you wanted it. I believe that was the most ~hey had. 

They didn t t have any ice-cream. They didn t t use ice-cream much in those 

days. Didn't have no ice down there in the country. Not a bit 01" ice 

there. It they had anything they wanted to save, they would let it down 

8. 1(j2 

in the well with a rope and keep it cool down there. They used to do that 

here until they stopped them trom having the wellso 

"Ring plays too. Sometimes when they wanted to amuse themselves. they 

would play ring plays. They all take hands and form a ring and there would 

be one in the center of the ring. Now he is got to get out. He would come 

up and say ~ 'I am in this lady's garden, and 1'11 bet you ti ve dollars I 

can get out of here.' And d'reckl.y he would break somebody's hands apart 

and get out. 

How Freedom Came 

"The old boss called 'em up to the house and told 'em, 'You are tree 

as I am.' That waa one day in lune. I went on in the house and got some-

thing to eat. My mother and father, he hired them to stay and look atter 

the crop. Next year, my mother and father went to Ben Hook' a place and 

farmed on shares. Illt my father died there about May. Then it waan't 

nobody working but me and my sister and mother. 

What the Slaves Got 

"The slaves never got nothing. Alexander Stephens, the Vice-?resident 
.. 

of the Confederacy, divided his plantation up and gave it to his darkles 
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when he died. I knew him and his brother too.. Alexander never did welke 

He was deformed. Big headed rascal.. but he had senseS ~IIis brother was .. 
, named Leonard. He was a . lawyer • He really killed himselt. He was one ot 

(: .. 
these die-hard Southerners. He did something and they arrested him. It 

made him so mad. He'd bought him a horse. He got on that horse and tell 

off and broke his neck. That was right after the liar. They kept garrisons 

in all the counties right after the War. 

"I was in Hancock County when I knew Vice-President Stephens. I don't 
(""~ia+erro) 

mow where he was born but he had a plantation in Toliver County. Most __ 1\ 

of the Stephenses was lawyers. He was a lawyer too, and he would come to 

Sparta. That is where I was living then. There was more pol! tics and 

poli tical doings in Sparta than there was in Crawfordville where he lived. 

He lived between Montgomery and Richmond during the War, for the capital 

of the Confederacy was at Montganery one time and RiChmond another. 

"After the War, the Rel,lublicans nominated Alexander Stephens for 

governor. The Democrats knew they couldn't beat him, so they turned 'round 

and nominated him too. He had a lot of sense. He said, 'What we lost on 

the battle-field, we will get it back at the ballot box. t Seeb Reese, 

United States Senator from Hancock County, said, 'If you let the nigger 

l1ave four or five dollars in his pocket he never will steal.' 

Life Since Freedan 

"After my father died, my mother stayed where she was till Christmas. 

Then. she moved back to the place she came from. We went to fanning. 

!Jy brother and my uncle went and tarmed up in Hancock County; so the 

next year we moved up there. We stayed there and tarmed for a long 

whUe. My mother married three years afterwards. We still farmed. Atter 

aWhile, I got to be sixteen years old and I .ouldn't work with my stepfather. 
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I told my moth~ to hire me out;li' abe didn't I would be &0118. S1e hired. 

me out all right. BIlt the old man \lsad all 11f1 money. The next year I made 

it plain to her that I wanted her to hire me out again but that nobody .8 
to use a dollar o't my money. My mother could pt as much ot.i t as I ab.e 

wanted bUt he couldn't. i'he tirst year I bousht a buggy tor thera. The 014 

man didn't want me to use it at all. I said, 'Well then, he can't use my 

money no more.' But I didn't stop helping him and g1 ving him things. I 

would buy beet and give it to my mother. I knew they would all eat it. He 

asked me tor some wheat. I 1loul(ln't steal it like he wanted me to but I 

asked the man I \l8S working for for it. He said, 'Take just as mch as you 

want.' So I let him come up and get it. He would carry it to the m.1ll. 

Xu Klux nan 
"The Ku Klux got atter Uncl.e Will once. He was a brave man. He had a 

little mare that 1I8S a race horse. Will rode right through the bunch . 
before they ever realized that it was him. He got on the other side of 

them. She was gone! They kept on at'ter him. They went down to his house 
,J" 

one night. He would run for nothing. He shot two ot them and they went 
I' 

away. Then he was out 01' 8I1JDllDition. People urged him to leave, tor they 

knew he didn't have no more bu1.1ets; but he lIOuldD.'t end they came back and 

killed him. 

"They came dOD to Hancock C!->unty one night and the boys hid OD. both 

sides of the bridge. When they got· in t~e middle of the bridge, the boys 
. . 

commenced to fire on them trom both Sides, and they jumped into the river. 

The darkies went on home when they got through shooting at them; but there 

wasn't no more Ku Klux in Hancock County. The better thinking white fol.k8 

got together and stopped it. 



"The Ku Klux kept the niggers scared. They cowed them down so that 

they wouldn't go to the pollso I stood there one night when they were 

counting ballots. I belonged to the County Central Committee. I went in 

and stood and lookedo Our ballot was long; theirs was short. I stood and 

seen Clait Turner ealling their names from our ballots. I went out and got 

llube Turner and then we both went back. They couldn t t call the votes that 

they had put down they had. Rube saw it. 

HThen they said, tAre you going to test this?' 

"Rube said, tYes.' But he didn't because it would have cost too much 

money_ Rube was chairman of the committee. 

"The Ku Klux did a whole lot to keep the niggers away from the polls 

in ;Iashington and Baldwin counties. They killed a many a nigger down there. 

"They hanged a Ku Klux ror killing his wife and he said he didn't 

mind being hung but he didn't want a damIi nigger to see him die. 

"But they couldn't keep the niggers in Hancock County away fram the 

polls. There was too many or them. 

Work in Little Rock 

"I came to Li ttle Rock, November 1, 1903. I came here with surveyors. 

They wanted to send me to :Miami but I wouldn't go. Then I went to the 

mortar box and made mortar. Then I went to the school board. After that I 

ain't had no job. I was too oldo I get a little, help from the government. 

Opinions or the Present 

"1 think that the young folks ought to make great men and women. But 

I don't see that they are making that stride. Most of them is dropping 

belo'J the mark. I think we ought to have ·some powerful men and women but 

fron what I see they don't stand up like they should. 



Own Fem1ly 

"I have three daughters, no sons. These three daughters have twelve 

grandchildren. It 

.. 



InterT1e .. r, ______________ -=Ml=.=.~Ire~=n&.~B~o~be~rt .. IQI_· ______________ ___ 

Person inteniewel :r.ro.ie .s. (dark JIID.l.atto). Brinkley. Arkansas 

At/J 69 

.. -_ .. - - ~ - - - ~ ~ - - ~ - ~ - ~ - - - ~ ~ - - - - - - ~ - - - -

"When my grandma Gut raised _ got tree she and grandpa come to ... -

phis and didn't atay there long till the, went to Crittenden Couat,. 08 a 
. .. . 

man t s tarm. Mr grandma ftS bora in Alabama and my grandpa in Virginia.· I 

know he usn' t in the Nat Turner rebellion, tor II)" mother had nine children 

and all but me at Holl,.. GrOTe, lliaaiaaippi. I fta born up in Crittenden 

County. She d1ed. I rem_bar verT little about my tather. I je.' reDl8lIlHr 

father a little. He died too. Ill" granA parents lived at Holly GroTe all 

during the war. The,.. used to't61k about how the,.. did. She said hardest 

time she ever iived through was at Memphis. Nothing to do, nothing to eat 
. ' 

and no places to sta),. I don t t know why they lett and come on to Memphis. 

She said her master's name was Pig t ge. He waan' t married. He an4 his 

sisters lived together. My grandmother was a ~lav. ihirty years. She was 

a field hand. She aaid she would be right back in the tield when her bab, 

QS two weeks old. The,. d1dn't want the slaves to die, the, cost too DDch 

money, bu.t they give them JD1ghty hard work to do aomett.a. Grandma and 

grandpa was heap stronger I am at my ase. The,.. didn t t know how old they 

las. Her maater told her how long he had he~ when ihey lett h1Ja and his 

tather owned her betore he died. I think they had a heap easier tt. &tier 

they coma to Arkansas trom what she sa1d. I can't anawer yo question. 'because 

I'm just tellin t you what I remembers and I was li tt18 when they ueed to talk 

80 lIlUch. 

167 
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-It the )"OWl& .. aeration would aTe anything tor the tl_ when the7 

can't work I th1Dk the,. would be all right. I 4o.'t hear about th_ savla,. 

They buys too JIIIlch. !hat their onl,. trouble. '!'her don't know how to see 

ahead. 

-I owns this house is all. I been sick a whole heap. spent a lot 011 

~medic1ne8 and doctor bill. I worked on the farm till atter I oame to 

Brinkley. We bou&bt thi8 place here and I cook.. I cooked for JIi •• 11011,. 

Br1nk:kell, Mr. Adams and Mra. J'owler. I oshes ~ iroll8 80me when I can 

ge~ it. Washing and ironing 'bout gone out ot f'aahioD now. I don't get no 

money_ I get cOI!IIlodities from the Sociable .eltare. ..,. SOil works and the,. 

don t t give me no mone,..· 
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bterviewar~. ----________ ~!II!~. 'B···· •. ~.~·~J~1pn~re~~lR~Cl~_· ____________ _ 

Person interrte_4~_-=.::';::;se;::.,;:;.:::. ;:8::;:;:8a.,.,:1lu.;· ::8;:;:_::;;:' ;,;:ll;::' ;.;;.vl=l_l:;:e"'t..;.=4r_ka=LJ1::;;sa=.~ __ 

Age 65 

.------ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

tlMose Moss 1a rq name, suh. 8Jld I was born in 18'15 1n Yell County_ MY 

father was bora in old Virg1xmy in 1831 and died in Yell County, Arkansa8, 

eight miles from Dardanelle, in 1916. Yes suh, l'ft lived in Pope County a 

good many years. I recollects some things prett7 well and some not so good~ 

tlYes suh, my f'ather used to talk a heap about the Xu nux nan, and a 

lot of the Negroes were afraid of' am and would run when they heard they was 

comin' around. 

ItMy father's name waa Henry Moa8. He l."W3. awa.;sr from the plantation in 

Virginia before the liar had be,en go in , on very lema, and he j'ined the al'JI1 

in Tennessee-yes suh, the Conf'edr1r&rJQ" Bo sub, his l18lD8 was never f'01U14 

on the records, so didn't Dever draw no pension. 

ttAfter he was f'rsed. he al1Rl7s voted the Beplblican ticket till he died. 

ItAfter the liar he served as justice of' the Peace in his township in Yell 

County. Yes suh, that was the time they called the Re ... com-8tl"'t1c ... tion~ 

"I vote the Republican ticket, but somet1_s I don't vote at the rectler 

elections. Ho, Itve neTer had aJQ" trouble with. ~,votint. 

169 ' 

ttI works at first one thing and another but aiD. t t do in t _ch now. Work 1. 

hard to get. Used to work mostly at the mine.. Bot able to do muoh of' late 

·Oh, yes, I remember SOllIe of' the old soaga theYHed to sins when my' 

parents was livil1g: fOld-~1me Religion' was one of ea. and 'Sw1D.S Low. 

Sweet Chariot' was another one we liked to S111~. 
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IntervieW8r ______________ ~Mi==a~s~I~re-p-e~Be~. wbe~rt __ tga_· ____ ~------~-

Person intervie1fed~ __ ...;S;;.:.:,.;;O_.~JIQ;;;. 0;;:01 ... 1;;.; ... 11\::;;;· ;;;;:4 ... t_ ..... 0lere~·~·-...... n.d~o_n;;&*~-!""' •. ~ .. kp~ ....... u ........ __ _ 
lOitor fel'Jltaonicr!JaU 

Age 80 He wears a Masonic rine 

--- - - _ ..... - - - - _ .... - - - - - - - - - ... - - - - - - - - - - --

"My master waa B. .,. Wallace ...... BellJlIDl1n hankl1n Wallace end ktie 

Wallace. They had no children to my recollection. 

ItI was born at Brittv!lle, Alabama. My parents'nam.es was George W. 

Mullins and Millie. They had, to my recolleotion, one girl and three 

boys, Mr. Wallace moved to Arkansas before the Civil War. '!'hey moTed 

to Phillips County. My mother and father both farm. hands and when ~ 

~anfuaother was no longer able to do the aookin' my mother took her place. 

I Vias rally too little to recollect but they always praised Wallaoe. '!'hey 

said he never whipped one of his slaves in his life. Ria slaves was about 

free before freedom was declared. They said he was a good man. Well when 

freedom was declared all the white tolks knowed it first. He COl'Jle down to 

the cabins and told us. Be said you can stay and finish the orops •. I 

will feed and clothe you and give you men tlO and you women t5 apieoe 

Christmas. That was more money then than it is now. We all stayed on 

and worked on shares the next year. We stayed around Poplar Grove till 

he died. When I was nineteen I got a JOD, porter, on the railroad. I 

brought my mother to Clarendon to live with me. I was in the railroad sera 

vice at least fifteen years. I was 011 the pas8enger train. Then I went 

to a sawmill here and then I tarmed. I been doing every Ii ttle thil1l I 

Could find to do since I been old. All I owns is a little house and six 

lots in the new addition. I live with my wife. She is my second wite. 

, /" 

17,() . 



• • • 

Cause I am old they 1I0\1ldn't 1 ..... work on the le.,.. It I be.a YOlUll 

I could have got work. II)" ap Jmo~ks .. out or' _oUt all the jobs. 

Some ot ! t I. oould do. I 8\11"8 dem't pt no old age pension. I get.· t4 

every two months janitor ot the .sonic lfall. 

"I have a garden. No place for hog nor cow .. 

"My boys in Chicago. '!'hey need 'bout all they can get. They don't 

help. 

"The present condi ti01\8 Hem good. ~7 oan get cotton to piok 

and two sa1lllD1l1s run in the winter (100 men each) where tolks oan set 

work if they hire them. The stay (stave) 1&111 i8 sh1.tt down anct so 18 

the button raotor.y. !hat outs aut a lot ot work here. !he present 

generation is beyond me. Seems like they are gone hog .. ild." 

/~ ......... -.... ---"..--./ Interviewer' a Note :--~~.-~--'~--~-.~~'--~.~----.-~-.-----__ 
{ 
\ . 
'.".. The next attemoon he met me and told. .. the roll01l1ng atory:----- . ---------,_. ----

"One niaht the servants ~era was overtlo1f1n' wi4 Yakee 

soldiers. I was acared nearly to death. JI.y mother lett me and my 

little brother cause she didn't wanter sleep in the hoase where the 

soldiers was. We slept on the floor and they uaed our beds. The, 

left next mornin'. !hey cam pad in our yard under the tree.. ,Rext 

morning they waa rid1n' out when old l'datres8 sa. 'em. She sa1d 

they'd get it pretty aooa. When the,. croa_a. the creek - B1& Creek -

halt mile from our cabin a I haud the guns turn in on '8Dl. The 

neighbors all tell out wid my malter. Tn., say he orter go t1ght too. 

He was sick all tia. Course he Ran't sick. They o.cme and took ott 

25 mules and all the ohiokens and he never got up_ '!'hey ,took no tine 

carriage horses .. eighed 2,000 poUDda apiece I speok. ODe named lee 

-

jl 

, .,.. 



and one Stone Wall. He never went out there. .He clflimed he was sick 

all time. One of the carriage horses was a fine big white horse ud 

had a bay match. Folks didn'tt like him ...... said he was a coward. When 

I went over cross the creek after the figntin t was over, men just lay 

like dis* piled on top each other." 

-

(He use~, his fingers to show me how the soldiers were crossed.) 

. j. 
", 
j' 
i, 
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Intervie.er~ ____________ ~M1~~s~s~Ir~e~n~e~R_o_be_rt~s_o_n ______________ ___ 

Person interviewed~ ____ ~Al:;e~x~lU;;rd~o_ck~t~X~dm~o_n_d_80 __ n_,~Ar~k_an=-s_a_s ____ __ 

. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - ~ 

( :/ XI c',;y ) 

"My owner or least my folks was owned by Dr., Q!urdock) J11i~7Jiiii"'i'f. He 

had a big farm. He was a widower. He had no children as ever I knowed ot. 

~Dr.1Murdert raised my father's mother. He bought her at Tupelo, Kiss-

issippi. He raised mother too. She was bright color. I'm sure they 

stayed on after freedom t cause I stayed there till we come to Arkansas. 

Father was a teamster. He followed that till he died. He owned a dray and 

died at Brinkley. He was well-kn01lJl and honorable. 

ftI worked in the oil mill at Brinkley--American Oil Company. 

"!Mother was learned durin' slavery but I couldn't say who done it. She 

taught school t round J3u.ena Vista and Okolona, lUssissipp1. She learned me. 

I was born l874-·-November 25, 1874. I heard her say she worked in the field 

one year. They give her some land and ploughed it so she could have a patch. 

It was all she could work. I don't know how much. It was her patch. Our ( _ !" t .) 
>., t, l ~~\ ) ... ~{ i!" .~ 

depot was Prairie Station, MiSSissippi. My parents was Monroe", .pEieeIE(<7-
.\', ,;.,' 

~deiJ and Lucy Ann ·~i";;k. It is spelled M-u-r-d-o-c-k. 

ItI farmed all my whole life. Oil milling was the surest, quickest 

11 ving but I likes farmin" all right. 

ItI never contacted the XU Kluxes. They was 'bout gone when I came on. 

"1 voted off ant on. This is the white folks' country and they going 

to run their govtmint. The thing balls us up is, some tells us one way and 

some more tells us a different way to do. And we don't knOll the best way. 

! ' ' '~ , 

. , 

Ii, 
[ t : 



a. 1','4 

'fhat balls us .p. '!~s is better thaD. 8'1'81" I 88n thea. tor the JII8D. ~t 

wants to york. 

-I get te a month. I wark all I can.· 



mterviewer ________________ Ml_.8.8 .. I.r8.De ___ R.o.be._rt_.80.Il ________________ _ 

Berson 1nterTie .. d~ _____ Be~s_s_1e __ !r~8_r_.~. __ Br_aa __ af __ i_e_l.d~._Ar .. kB._n.s.a.s ____ ___ 

Age 50? • diu t t know 

... - - - - - - - - - - ... - - _ .. - - - - - - - - .. _ .. - - - .. - - - - - _ .. 

"My mother was named jennie Eell. She was born in North Ca'lina 

(Carolina). She worked about the house. She said there ftS others at the 

house working all the t 1me with her. 

"She said they darean't to cross th. rence on other tolta' land or SO 

otf up the road 'lessen you had a writing to show. One wanan could write. 

She got a pass and this woman made SODl8 more. She said couldn't tind nothing 

to make passes C!l. It happened they never got caught up. That woman didn't 

live very close by. She talked like she was tree but was one time a slave 

her om selt. 

"Mother said she would run hide ever,. t1l8 the Yankee men came. She 

said she felt sater in the dark. '-'hey took so many young wanen to .ai t on 

them and mother was afraid every time they would take her. 

"She said she had been at the end ot a corn row at d871i&b.t ready to 

start chopping it over, or pull todder, or pull ears either. She said they 

thought to lie in bed late made you weak. Said the early rresh air what 

made children strong. 

"On wash days they all met at a lake and washed. They had good times 

then. They Jll.t the clothes about on the bushes and briers and raU rences. 

S~e one or two had to stay about to keep the clothes tram a stray hog or 

goat till they dried. And they would forage about in the woods. It was 

Cool and pleasant. TheY' had to gather up the clothes in hamper baskets 



-." .' -' .-,'" ~. ',' ' .. 

and bring th_ up t. 1~ Mo"her· 8&1. thaT dida tt ida4 1I81"k -.~ '1'h.eT 

got used to lt~ 

"IIother tol4 ...... " .. ear.rie4 iDoDeT ill _cb. Who. they bOqIlt •.. 

slave, the1 opeD. 11, • aack end Ji&ll out sold arut .U .... r~ 

"!he 1f87 she talltecl she dlb't m1ad alaver.y ach. Papa l1ft4 till • 

rew years ago but he ]layer 1IOIll4 talk .boUt slaver, at al.l~ IUs D81Il8 1188 

JUlis Bell.-

. a. 176 
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.. --,-" _ ..... - - - - - - _ ...... _ ... - _ ... _ .. - - _ .. _ ..... -- - -- ....... 

ItJq !I.I8IIIIl1e died .en I ... a 11 tUe 811'1. She had. three ch11dren aa4 

our white tolks took us la, their houseaad ra1aed us. '.l'wo ot us had f'eftll 

and would haye died it the,. hadn t t got us a good doctor. The doctor the,. 

had f1rst was a quack and .. were ptt1as worse untll thel" ~ec1 the other 

doctor» then a oClllD8~ce to get all. I don't kno .. how 014 I... ou.r 

birthdays was d01ll1 1n tile lU.treaa' Blble and when the old war c_ up, tu 

house was bo.%'necl and 10at .ftrrth1D& lalt I laln I _ at leaat 85 or 84 J8U'a 

what they eat and 1Ihe:a the7 eat. I 1IU born 111 Whl te Count7, !aDa.... u4 

moved to lIis8OUl"1 but the tolks d14 not 11ke 1 t there 80 .. c.. to Benta 

Count;y. Arkansas. One side ot the road _a BentonCOUlJ:tT and the other slte, 

was Washington Count,- bu. t _ al_Y8 had to SO to Bentonv1lle. the coua'" 

seat, to tend to l:R1.ineaa. I wa- a 11 t"18 toct ot a a1r1 when the war coaa 

up. One day word came that the ':r&ds' wen comins throup and k111 all ot 

the old men and take all the boys wi t11 t~. eo master took rq brother .... 

a grandson ot hla and aartad South.. I 1fU so scared. I tollo" tua 
about a halt mile betore they touad _ and I .ge4 eo hard thel" took _ 

11 th tham. •• Dnt to 1'exu and was tlaere abOllt oae year when the Yt4a 

gave the wane». on our place orders 'to 1.aYe the1r h... 8&14 they 0 ... 4 1 t -• now. They ha4 just got to 1fe:raa .ere _ _ .e. tl\e South aurreJ1de1'e4 u4 

Ie all oome back h~. 



"We stayed with our white folks tor about twent7 years atter the WBro 

They shore was good to me. I worked for them in the house but never worked 

in the field. I came across the mountain to Clarksville with a Methodist 

preacher and his family and married here. My husband worked in a livery 

stable until he died, then I worked for the wili te folks until I fell and 

hurt my knee and got too old. I draws my old age pension. 

"I do not know about the young generation. I am old and crippled and 

don't go out none." 



Interv1ewer ______ ~----~Mr.J.S-.~--Ee~r.nM··-1-oe-... --Bo-·-.~de-n-·--__________ _ 

" 
~ 

' .. Person interviewed . . . . ()r1ttin ·HJrax 
915 lI1itsc)uri8treei. PU.etBlutt~ Arkansas . 

l;.. 
"'1 

!'.) 
1.;; 

Age 'l'l? 

'.~ 

.---------------_ .. _----------- .. _-_ .... 

Itl don t t know my age exactly. You know 1n them. days people . 

didn't take care of the1r ages like they do now. I couldn't g1ve yOu 

any trace ot the war, but I do remember when the Xu nux was rwm1D.' 

around. 

"Oh Lord, so much ot the time I heard my mother talk about the 

sravery. I was born 1n Oklahoma and my grandf"ather lias a f'ull-. 

blooded Crete Indian. He was very much ot a man and 11 ved to be one 

hundred thirty years old. .All Crete Indians named after some herb -

that's what the name Myru means. 

ItI heard my mother say that in slavery times the men worked all day 

with weights on their feet so when night came they take them off" and 

their feet feel so light they could outxun. the Xu nux. Now I heard her 

tell that. 

"My parents moved from Oklahoma to Texas alid I went to school in 

Marshall, Texas. All my $chool1n' "as in Texas - my people was tied 

up there. My last school in' lias in Blchanan, Texas. The professor 

. told my mother she would have to take me out of" school for awhile, I 

·studied too hard. I treasured my books. Ihen other children was out 

playin' I was studyin'. 



a. 

"'!'bere waa 8ClBlft folks 111 that count1Tthat didn t t88t along SO 

well. I remember there _ a b1ind woman that the tolks sent aomethiD& 

to eat by another colored woman. EUt abe eat 1t up and cooked & toad:tro& 

for the old blind woman. That didn t t occur on our place m t in the 

neighborhood~ When the people. round 1t out they whipped her sufficient. 

"When my grandfather died· he didn t t have a decayed tooth in h1s 

head. They was worn ott like a horse's teeth but he had allot theJa. 

ttl always tollowed sawm1ll work and atter I lett that I followed 

railroading. I l1ked railroading_ I more or leas kept that in ~ 

vieW. 

"About this slavery - I couldn't harcUy pass my sentiments on. 

it, The world is so tar gone, it would be the hardest thing to put 

the bridle on soDie of the people that's runn1n' wild now.-

180 
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Story - Information (If not enough spaoe on this" page add' page) . 
, ., -

Ilis father and moth~r belonged to Tom Neal at Calhoun" Georgia., 

::0 ::"J:.:r.bers the big battle at Atlanta Ga. ;lIe was eight years old,'" ·.He saw 

+'~ li;+,ts, ~aw the bu11~ts in the ai; at nigb.~and lieard the boom. bOOMQf 

;,;:~:-: ~."O cannons. T.hey passed along with loaded wagons and in uniforms. The 

'".~~-:c ~ "ere 'beautiful, and he saw lots of fine saddles and bridle.s. His mis

) 
t,',?S';; n:.·:B was U!.I's. Tom Neal. She had the property! and married Tp!tl<Nee,l.. She 

::'8.1' d. ad befor,·e an d her fir st husband died "but her first hu~band' s name "L .-: ~ "":"l ,"\ y"! 

. --:. '-'"- -" , , 

ca;," ,,co recalled. She had two ohildren- girls- .by her first husband. Her, 

:';.;A",':' : . .lsband just ma.rried her to proteot t.hem all he could •.. , He didn't. do 

:" .. .j.'~: .. ,g unless the old mistress told him to do it and how to do it. 'Wylie 

;;', raised. up with the old mistressJohildren. :.He.was born.a slave and 
-".\ 

() thirteen years.: "The family had some bett/3r to eat and lots ]1lore.,to 

"-C\ r. \'" 
,;·,0 .... .:.'~ they gave me plenty and never did mistreat ne. ~ey had a peafowl." 

tI 
,'s good luck, to keep some of them about on the plaoe. They had guineas, 

;':";':~3 !:l.':d turkeys. They never had a farm bell • He never saw one till he. 

J·:,:.c +-:: l~rkansas. They blew a big 
. ~ .' 

ttconoJ shell" instead. Mistress hadoaws'" -
:!~ 'J.' '::()uld pour milk or pot-liquor o'ut in a big ~er bowl on a stump and 

-::" ~·.·llren vmuld come up there from the oabins and eatEill thefie,ld hands 

~~: "::~"'f>' -to cook f\. meal:J,Wylie's mother' was a field hand. They d.rank out of' 

e.nd gourds. The master mate4 his hands. Some times he wO\J.ldask his 

'l" ,')r "Woman if they kn-ew anyb.ody they would like to !ll8.rry that he was· 

L.:. ~Juy more help and· if they knew anybody he would buy them if he eould. 

~ , 

I,: - ~··'>'!"matj.on given by ____ T_om._· _·_l)""'·y_l_i .... e_N_ea~ ..... l _____ ---__ - ...... - ___ --........ ---

~f :1Gsidence __ --,;..H;...a;...z-e .... n..ll,...,..:::A:...r-ka ........ n .... s .... a.,;;s;...·_.;.;....;...,~~e ... a..;;;r_.··· . .;..G,....r..,;;e..,;;e..;;.;li;..,.· · . ..,;;G.:;;.r..;;9..;.v..;.e __ -.;..;....;.-_---_ ...... ~-
-- . - " '-' " " ' " .:..' -,', - "~" ',: " ' ... , :', . ' 
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T~,e ';';0.";/ they met folks they would get asked to corn shuok1ngeand 

(;~d ::rs. 1-Teal always took some of her co l?r~dpeople to church 

the sto'~k, tie the horses and hitch up, maybe fee4 andtonurs$ her 

<r1" D.t church. The colored folks sat on the back seats' over in a corner 
c· 

-I:C(;,<)~··or. If they didn·t behave or talked out they got e. whipping or didn't 

<:::Jre. "They kept the colored people scared to be bad." 

The colored folks believed in 400doo and witohes. Heard them talking 

l:ts !).'v(")').t -ii tehes. They said if t hey :found anybody was a witch they would kill 
" . " -

.:..~~ 
'"itches took on other fOrTI1S and went out to do me~eu • 

. .--.- f\ . 
They said some-

-I::~",:;; S~~Y!1e of them got through latch holes. They. used buttons and door knobs 

';,llittLd out of wood, and door latches with strings. 

?eople married early in "Them days" - when MistresJ oldest girl married 

~. ;·:.'TJ her Suma.nthy .. 'Ny1ieR oldest sister when they come home ~hey would let 

::'3:' :':.::'~8:j They sent .the ir children to achoDl some but the 

l.(; ~ ~:':8.use it was upay school. It Every year they had 

!J ~»:1 like a thousand people come and stayed two or thre.e. weeks 

in '~·2(tS. '~'Ie had a big time then and 'some times we t d see a co1.oredgirlwe t d 

~:'~ L'.8 "n8.ster to buy.-1I" /TheY'd preaoh to the colored folks sorre days. .Tell 

:;:0::, J:L8 law. How to behave and serve the Lord~ji When Wylie was t-If{elve years 

':0 ':::0 r~C'lOO and tors up the farm. llIt was just like th .... cyclones· 

~.,.J... around here in Arka.nsas, exactly like that. t\ 

iUs mistress left and he never sa.w her again~General Hood WES the 

" .~.-t.:.~~~ ':20 thinks, but he ,was given to Captain Condennens to wait on him. They 

• ',r::-f~ ';n :~arietta, Ga.., and Kingston, Ga.'tnumors· came about that .ewere free 

~"":·;c:.:.rJ·",ody was drifting around. The U. S. Government gave us food then like 

+:C'C:',lO now and we hunted work. Ever-t.rbody nearly froze andstarved:~wore 
~ .. 

A 
slept e.nY,-,where we oould find .. an old house or pie(Jeo~a nQ"~!~'. 

\~,i,~d )'), t of cons umpt ion in the sprin.g$lldpn$UInon,ie.<.,:J.l. Wi.ati$r~c.; 

r\ 



:'.llJ they used herbs 

Only: ~~~~s he , remembers::,~~"cU:~"" ....... ,., ... : ... ' .•. ' .. ' .. "" ~:;~., •. ?'1;,~i}>'igP.'}i~.?l'i.,~.,~.r. ,"~~;;: .. t~;,~,.·.,:.· .. $ , .~.', $.et·~i$·· ' .. . ,.:.,...0rl':' ';.-: '" ".,', , .. "':".' ,.'1_,';''"''''''''--' ",:j":'~~"".';:'!''''.'(':.~'J .~ ~-,: . .. ' . 

sick s ~orr~ch~~. ~t~;'·~.~~\ .. \~ t~~,!~~isor~~f!:V':~~~f~~" :~~~Pl~~;~:t:~omu()hlr~~~"" 
up fOGi" lot of them got sick. . ..." U . 

" ii"ylie Neal wande'red about and finally came to Chattanooga. They got 

cl~ li."'.L'orms and victuals from the "Yanks" about a year~ 

>~ .. L:::; on the train. From there they were put on 'the Molly Hamilton boat . and 
" , . n· 

;;;;"~~1;o Linden. Arkansas, on the st." ·Frarioi:~~B.iv~r~"·· Iflt~ f~~ed 'i-i.n::i"there.ln 

l;,Jo ::~ came "to'Hazen and since then he has owned small farms at Bisooe and 

1 :,rty acres near' Haz~n. . It irasj.oining" theola J~'~' P~~~y'·p"ia:g~~;'D.~i -.:.- got 

~" ::.ortgage· on it and took it. Wyl H~ Neal lives ~th h.'i~ nieo~'e::hc1. she is old. 

i,c,J :~o Lhey get relief and a pens ion~ 

!llie don' t believe in dteamsbut sbni{ dieam$"';lik~'lfh~'~"jcja~';'ariim'()f 

U,s :iettd there's ShO; goner be falling weather. tf He .Qdon'tdream mueh~~e/ •• i$.: 
A. . .,: .. ', . 

:ie has' ab1rtmnark on his leg.';'It·lo6k~'~ffic~'8.btiriS1i'~'6t':'b&~I-1.$~ 'a.." 
"_vv~r heard what caused {it. It has al:~tl.ys b~~'n thef~.·· 

".". 

. ' ~. 

- .. ~- '. . 

'.'. 

i/' 

. > .. 
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Interv1e .. r ____________ ~Mr~.~.~Be~rn=i~ce~~Bo~w~d~en=_ __________ __ 

Person interviewed Sally Heall 
105 JIul berry Street, Pine Bluff, Arkan ... 

~ 91 

-------~--~--------------------~---

"Yea JDam, I was a slavel I was autelln years old when the war 

begun. I was born in Texas. 

"My old master was John Hall and my young master was Marse Dick. 

Marse John _nt to war the 5th day ot May in 1861 and he was k11led 

in June. They wasn't noth1n' lett to bring home but his risht leg and 

his lett arm. They lm~wed it was him cause his name was tattooed on 

his leg. 

"He ... a :mean rasoal. He brought u. up tram the plantat10n and 

pat us on the head and give us a 1i ttle wh1sky and say 'Your name i. 

Sally or Mary or Mose' just l1ke we was dog8. 

"My old mistress, IUS8 Caroline, was a mean one too. She was the 

mother ot eight children - ti va g1rls and three boy.. When she ccmbed 

her hair down low on her neck she was all r1ght but when she cane d01lJl 

with it done up on the top ot her head -- look out. 

"It was my job to scrub the big cedar churns with brick dust and 

irish potato and polish the knives and torks the same way. Then every 

other day I had to mold twelve dozen oandles and sweep the yard with a 

dogwood bresh broom. 
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-SIw Ub't 11ft 11, no '1.-1" or ~ ' •• pt oaGhrl .... 1.n 
gOnl aU _1 ..... tel' our oott ... ' •• "la. Y __ '101ti,~ •. , ... 

thl'OUP 014 ai.,," •• l'1Ul pellt' •• 1a 'tile .. U~ .t ... t .... ..,. .. 

d01lll 1D tho oeUar "00 aD.cl took all 'he __ and hoM,. aa4 ltlU.41ed 

peach., ,he hd. 

"!he,. elida'" hay. no 400tor. tor the Diuer. thea. 014 lIlam •• 
. -

just give u •• _ nuo .. I aDd _tor oU u.cl they dldn't 11Tt 7ft 

noth1n t to taD the .. ". out 78V .. tll e1 tiler. 

Wah Lorcl, I kno. 'bout· ... Kt1 nu. .,. .ore tal .. face. u4 

nnt around whipp1Jl' people. 

-
good to _ .... I at.,. .ith AU' .111 .. ~.. She _.4 ,. tao •••• 

old I wal I. ,..,. tather _" ,. 111 •• Caroline u4 ell. ..,. I 'bR" '.-'1 

now. 

-sa. *1'0 tolk •• 1 goe4 to t1loit> ala..... I bo. one -. .ueo 

Yat." who. he tWe' hop he 11ft the usee. tift of 'ea. leur .. ,. 

took the beat .1; ~t .. all r1p". 

".uter trM4_ Qe 'laue •• 0... _, took the coloret tolka aW8T ... 
-

the muahal'. JUt D4 k.,t the. t1ll t_,. Itt Jo .... tor '-. !Jut,._at 

to tbe whl_ folk. 11 ..... u4 Wok -iDea t. te. the a1 .. ~ •• 
" 

-I aill' t ... 1UUT1e4 at oaoe. I tlleuPt ,I. .. ill loft _, I 

waan't. Loft i •• l'cIlia' .'1'GQ4 the heart ,._ ...... set at to lerat .. 

-I ' __ r OM ...... ,. ana AUla' tU WI' 

'ft. , ..... an ... ' tUoqtl 
. B.v tall ae. 1 

·"'U aU trial '''.U lalS. .. 1-.., till .J the lao1d. t " 
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Name ot tnterY1e .. r ________ Kr ......... s ........ Be __ rn10iiiii00000C8 .......... Bo ... 1Ide___.._D _____ _ 

~bjeot~ ____________ Sa __ !I!~~o~t"C_1_v_1l __ ._ar __ D!l~.~ __________ __ 

story - Information (It Dot enoUSh space on this P&Se, add ~) 

(1) 
·In elg1ltaeD hundre4 and s1xt,-..one 
J'ootball (?) aea Ii 
Ja aig1ltaR hUJlClrecl and slxt7-one 
i'hat's the year the war begun 
.e'll all dr1Dk atcme bl1l14, 
l'oblm7, C~ tUl up the bowl. 

(2) 
"In aighteeD hUDdrad and sixt7-two 
Jlootball (OP) sea I; 
In alght.8l1 hunclred and sixty-two 
1'hat t a the year .. pi1t t _ throup 
1fe t 11 all dr1Dk stone bl.1a4, 
l'oknny, come till up the bowl. 

(a) 
"In e1ghM.a hundred and a1xt7-three 
Yootball (t) sea I, 
In eighteen hlUlClr.d and slxty-three 
That's the year w. dldn' t agree 
Wa '11 all clr1nk stone bl1D4. 
l' 0lmD.7 • CQ1l8 tUl up the bowl. 

(4) 
"In .1ghteeD hudred and aixty-tour 
J'ootball (1) sea I; 
In ei ghteen hundred and Sixty-tour 
.e t 11 all go home and tlght no mo1'8 
We t 11 all dr1n.k stone bl1D4, 
lohDD7. came till up the bowl. 

(5) 
"In e1sht88n hundred and alxt7-tl ri 
:football (?) sez I; 
In elghte.n lnmdred and alxty-tlft 
We'll have the Babels dead or alive 
We'll all dr1Dk ateme bl1D4. 
l'ohnl17. co_ till up the bowl. 

This intormation g1 ftn bJ: ______ Sa ... al .. lz ...... JieiiiiiiOooOa ... 1 .... z: ..... ____ ( ) 

OcCUpatioJL~ ________ Jla_ .. __________ Age 90 
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(6) 
-ra eipteen luuulre4 an4 a1n,.-a1x 
1Poo~ball (?) aez Ij 
In elgh'teen hwld.r84 ancl a1n,.-a1x 
W.' 11 haft the Rebele ill a helaTa riX 
We'll all dr1Dk atOlle blind. 
ZohnDy, co_ rUl up the bowl. 

('1) 
-In eighteen lmadred and a1%1;y-ae .... 
lPootball (?) aez I;· 
In eiptee.n h1mdre4 and a1xt,.-se .... 
We'll haft the Rebela dead and at ~he de'Y1l 
We'll all drlDk atone b11:l'l4 • 
.Tohlmy, Come till up the 'bo-.1..-

Interviewer's "'-nt 

a. 

~e word -football- doe8ll't sound right ill this aODg, but I __ UJLable 

to find it in print, and Sally 88e_d to th1l'lk it was the right word. 

Sallyia a var,. wicked old WODl8ll and nears like a sailor, but she baa 

a remarkable memory-

She 1188 -bred aad born- in Husk Count,.. '!rema and says ahe came to 

Pine Blurt when It.. - juai a little pig.-

Saya ahe waa aixteen when the C1Y1l War began. 

I have preViously reported an internew witil her. 

I 

I 
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Interviewer~ ____________ Ml~s~s~·~Ir~e~n~e~.;R_Q~b~ert~8~o~n~· ____________ __ 

Person interviewed 1'llie Nealy ·f3ist oe. Itt/teaslI:) ? 

Age_ ..... 8 ... 5 __ 

-- - - -

I was born in 1852. I am 85 years old.' I was born in Gordon 

County. The closest town was Calhoun, South Carolina. MY sister 

died in t 59. That t s the first dead.,person I ever salle One, of mr 

sisters was give away and another one was sold before the Civil War 

started. Sister Mariah WaS give to the young mistress, Hiss Ella 

Conley. I didn't see her sold. I never seed nobody Bold but I 

heard tem talking about it. I had five sisters and one brother. Mr 

father was a free man always. He was a Ohoctaw Indian. Mother was 

part Cherokee Indian. My mother's mistress was Mrs. Martha Ohristian. 

He died and she married Tom Nealy, the one tlley call me fur, 'Wylie 

Nealy. 

Liberty and Freedom was all I ever heard any colored folks say 

dey expected to get out of de war, and rirlghty proud of dot. Nobody 

knowed they was goin to have a war till it was done broke out and they 

was fightin about it. Didn't nobody want land, they jess wanted free-
. . 

dome I remembers when Lincoln was made the President both times and 

when he was killed. I recollects all that like yesterday. 

The army had been through and swept out everythin&. There llflsn t t a 

chicken or hog nowhere to be had, t09k the stock and cattle and all the 

provisions. So de slaves jess had to scatter out and leave right now. 



.And after de army- coma through. I was goinback down to the old place 

and Bome soldiers passed riding along and one said -Boy where you 

go in? Said nothing up there.- I says, -I knows it.- Then he say -Oome 

on here, walk along back there- and I followed him. I was twelve. years 

old. He was Captain McClendenny. Then when I got to the camp wid him 

he say "You help around here. - I got sick and they let me go back home 

then to Resacca, Georgia and my mother died. When I went back they 

sent me to Chattanooga with Oaptain Story. I was in a colored·regi

ment nine months. I saw my father several times while I was at 

Chattanooga. We was in Shermans army till it went past Atlanta. They 

burned up the City. Two of my masters come out of the war alive and 

two dead. I was mustered out in August l8S5. I stayed in camp till 

my sisters round a cabin to move in. E.verybody got rations issued out. 

It was a hard time. I got hungry lots times. No plantations was 

divided and the masters didn't have no more than the slaves had when 

the war was done. After the Yankees come in and ripped them up old 

rnissus left and Mr. Tom Nealy was a Home Guard. He had a class ot 

old men. Never went back or seen any more of them. Everybody lef't 

and a heap of the colored folks went where rations could be issued to 

them and some followed on in the armies. After I was mustered out 

I stayed around the camps and went to my sister's cabin till we lef't 

there. Made anything we could pick up. Men cane in there getting 

people to go work for them. Some folks went to Chicago. A heap ot 

the slaves went to the northern cities. Colonel Stocker, a officer 

in the Yankee amy, got us to come to' a tam in Arkansas. We wanted 

to stay together is why we all went on the tarm. llay l86S, when we come 



to Arkansas is the first farmin I had seen 'done since I left Tom 

Nealy's place. Colonel Stocker is mighty well known in St .• Francis 

County. He brought lots of' families, brought me and my brother, rq 

two brothers and a nephew. We come on the train. It took four or 

five days. When we got to l4emphis we come to Linden on a boat "](0111 

Hamilton" they called it~ I heard it was sunk at Jfadieon long time 

after that. ,Oolonel Stocker promised to pay t6 a month and feed us. 

When Chri stmas come he said all I was due was tJ.2. 45. We made a gOod 

crop. That wasn t tit. Been there since May. Had to etay till got 

all the train and boat fare paid. There waen't no difference in that 

and slavery t cept they couldn t t sell us. 

I heard a heap ,about the 1W. nux but I nebbel" seed them. . lCvery-

body was scared of th~ 

The first votin I ever heard of was in'Orant's election. Both 

black and white voted. I voted Republican fer Grant. Lot ot the 

southern soldiers was franch1sed and couldn't vote. just the private 

soldiers could vote at tall. I don't know why it was. I was a slave 

for thirteen years from birth. Ivery slave could 'Vote after freedom. 

Some colored folks held office. ·1 knew several magistrates and 

sheriffs. There was one at Helena (Arkansas) and one at Marianna •. 

He was a High Sheriff. I voted some after that'but I never voted in 

the last Presidento election. I heard 'em say it wasn't no use, this 

man. would be elected anyhow. I sorter quit off long time -ago .. 

In 1874 and 1875 I worked for halves and made,neu.gh to buy 

a farm in St. Francis County. It cost t925. I bought it in 1887. 

&~ 19() 

i 
I 
i 
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Eighty acres to be cleared dOD in the bottoms. My family helped 

and when my help got shallow, the children leaving me, I sold it for 

~,OOOt in 1904. I was married jess once and had eight children; 

five livin and three dead. Me and the old woman went to Oklahoma. 

We went in Janu~ and come back to Biscoe (Arkansas) in Sept~ber. 

It wasn't no place for farming. I bought 40 acres trom Mr. Aydelott 

and paid him $500. I sold it and come to Mr. Joe Perry's place. paid 

$500 for 40 acres of timber land. We cleared it and I got way in 

4. 191 

debt and lost it. Clear lost it! Ize been working anywhere I could 

make a little since then. MY wife died and I been doing little jobs 

and stays about with my children. The Welfare gives me a little check 

and some supplies now and then. 

No maam, I can t t read much. 

a little before my eyes got bad. 

I was not learnt. I could fi~re 

The white talks did send their . 

children to pay schools but we colored children had to stay around 

the house and about in the field to work. I never got no-schoolin. 

I went with old missus to camp meeting down 1n Georgia one time and 

got to go to white church sometimes. At the camp meeting there was 

a big tent and all around it there was brush harbors and tents where 

people stayed to attend the meet ins. They had four meetins a day. 

Lots of folk got converted and shouted. They had a lot of Singing, 

They had a lots to eat and a big time. 

r don't think much about these young folks now. It seems lack 

everybody 1s having a hard time to live among us colored folks. Some 

white folks has got a heap and fine ears to get about in. I don't 

know what gain to become of t em. 
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People did sing more than I hear them now but I never oould 

sing. They sing a lot of foolish songs and mostly religious songs. 

I don't recolleot of any slave uprls1ns. I never heard of any. 

We didn't know they was going to have a war till they was fighting. 

Yes maam, they heard Lincoln was going to set 'em free, but they 

didn't know how he was going to do it. Iverybody wanted freedam. 

Mr. Hammond (white) ask me not long ago if I didn't think it best 

to bring us from Africa and be slaves than like wild animals in 

.Africa. He said we was taught about God and the Gospel over here 

if we was. slaves. I told him I thought dot freedom was de best any-

where. 

We had a pretty. hard time before freedom •. My mother was a field 

woman. When they didn't need her to work they hired her out and theY' 

got the pay. The master mated the colored people. I got fed fram 

the white folks table whenever I curried the horses. I was sorter 

raised up with Mr. Nealy's children. They didn't mistreat me. On 

Saturday the mistress would blow a cone Shell and they knowed to go 

and get the rations. We got plenty to eat. They had chickens and 

ducks and geese" and plenty milk. They did have hogs. They had seven 

or eight guineas and a lot of pe4fowls. I never heard a farm bell 

till I come to Arkansas. The children at from pewter bowls or earthen 

ware. Sometimes the¥, at greens or milk from the same bowl, all jess C 
~" 

dlp in. The Yankee~ took me to General Hood t s army and I was Cap-' ___ 2-
# 

tain McCondeflIlen' s helper at the camps. We went down through Marietta 

and Atlanta and through Kingston. Shells came over where we lived. 



I saw t em fight all the time. Saw the light and heard the roaring 

of de guns miles away. It looked like a storm where the army went 

along. They tramped the wheat and oats and cotton down and turned 

the horses in on the corn. The slaves show did hate to see the 

Yankees waste everything. They promised a lot and wasn't as good 

as the old masters. All dey wanted was to be waited on too. The 

colored folks was treed when the Yankees took all the stock and 

cattle and rations. Everybody had to leave and let the government 

issue them rations. Everybody was proud to be free. They shouted 

and sung. They all did pretty well till the war was about to end 

then they was told to scatter and no whars to go. Cabins all tore 

down or burned. No work to do. There was no money to pay. I wore 

old uniforms ,retty well till I come to Arkansas. I been here in 

Hazen since 1906. I come on a boat from Memphis to Linden. Colonel 

Stocker brought a lot of us on the train. The name of the boat was 

Molly Hamilton. It was a big boat and we about filled it. I show 

was glad to get back on a fam.. 

I don t t know what is gain to becolm of the young folks. Every

thing is so different now and when I was growin up I don't know what 

will become of the younger generation. 

6. iB3 
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~ \ \ Interv1ewer~ _____ ''''.J .... 111 .... 88:;.. . .,,;;.I_zoe..-H;;;;;· ;....,;;;B;;:;,o,,;;;;;be ... n;,.;;;;; .... · ;:;:;,.. ______ -

Person 1nterv1e.ed~ ___ 'lma;;;;;;;;;;;)_1D;;;;;;;; ............ el_an ___ d"" .... ;,o;;;;;;;o;r_1_8 ... DD. .. a ... r....,;;:;.l%';;;;,,;;;;okal1=8&8;o:;;; __ _ 

Age Bom '1859 

.--_ .. _--- - - .. ~ - .. ~ ---- ~ - ----- - .. - ~ .. - ---- -

-I was Don two yeU's betore the War. I ftS born 1D. lIu.rray cOunty t 

Tennessee. It was mddla 'feD.D8s.... When I oome to remambrance I lIU 1D. 

Grant CountT t Arkansa8. . nell I reDl8Jlber thaT raised wheat and corn &ad 

tobacco. Mother's master waa Dr. Harrison. Hia BOD. was married and JII8 ea4 

my brother Anderson was gift to hill. He CCIIl8 to Arkansas ttore ever I could 

remember. Be was a tamer but I never seeD him. hit a lick ot work ill Jq 

lite. He was good to me ani Jq broth.r. She was good too. I _s the 

nurse. They had two chUdraa. Brother was a house 'boT. .. and her girl ft. 

about the same size but I was the oldest. BeilLs with the other chi1drea I 

called her mother too. I didn't knOll no other mother till treed_. 

"Freedoml Well, here is the very a,. it all waa: Old master to14 her 

(mother) ahe 11&8 :tree. He say J 'Go get Tour children, you tree as I 1. 

no •• t Ain ttl heard her say 1 t Dl8Jl1' a time? Well J moth.r come 1n a ox wagem 

Ihat belong to h1a and got us. TheY' run :rae d01l11, caught me and got _ 1D. 

the wagon. They drove twenty-ti ve miles. Old Dr. Harrison had moved to 

Arkansas. Being wi th the other children I SOOD le~t to call her ma~ She 

had in all teD or eleven chilclr811. She &s real duk. 

"Pa was a slaTe too. Be was a 1011 JIIlIl. lie waa a real bright Ell. He 

named his selt atter treecl-. He took the n.am.e Brown 'stead or lfedtord.t I 

llever heard hill 1&7 1Ih7 he lIaan't aa'tlat1ed with hls 01Ill~. lIe 1188 a 

soldier. Be worked -ror the Yankees. 
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"Atter the War pa and Dla got kelt together and lived together till she 

died. There n.s tiTe days' ditterence in their death.s. ft.ey died of 

pneumonia. Be was 64 years old and she 118.8 54 years old. I was at home 

when pa come tram the War. .All Jq sisters was light, one sister had S8J1.d7 

hair like pa. She was real light. .. was a good all 'roUnd woman. She 

cooked more than anything e~se. She n.urse4. Dr. Harrison told her to stay 

till her husband come back or all the t1.lle it he didn't ever come back. .. 

never worked in the field. When pa come he moved us on a place to share 

crop. Ma never worked in the tield. He was buying a home in Grant County_ 

He started to Mississippi and stopped close to Helena and ten or twelve 

miles from Marianna. He had a soldier triend wouldn't let him go. He told 

him. this was a better country. He decided to stay down in here. 

ttI heard a whole heap about the XU IO.ux. One t1m.e when a crowd was 

going to church, we heard horse's teet coming; sound like they would run 

over us. We all got clear out ot reach so they wouldn't ru.n OTer us. ~ey 

had on funny caps was all I could see, they went so taste We give them the 

clear road and they went on. 1'hat is all I ever seen ot the Xu nux. 

WI seen Dr. Harrison's wite. She was a little old lady but we lett after 

I went there. 

ItI used to aew for the pQblic. Yes, white and colored to~ks. I learnt 

Wi own selt to sew. I never had but one boy in my .~ite. He died at seveD. 

weeks old. I raised a stepson. I married twice. I married at hame both 

times. Just a quiet marriage and a colored preacher married me both 

times. 

"The present conditions is hard. I want things and can't get 'em. It 

I had the strength to hold out to work I could get along. 
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"!f.'he present generat10ll-YOung wh1 te and blaek--blinda me. They tuna 

corners too tast. They going so tast they don 't ha.". t1Dle to take ad."ice. 

They promise to. do 'Detter but they don't. '!'hey do like they want to do aael 

don't tell nobody till they dOlle it. I say they just running way with their 

selves. 

ttl get ts and a little help alo:a.g. I'm thankful. for it. It is a 

blessing I tell you.· 
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Interviewer ________________ ~.S!!~. ~.~'e~l~S~.~·~!a~l~l~or~. ________________ _ 

Person intervi.-d __ ~~:o__'!:"!'"~~~Ba--.;nrz:-·~.~He~la~Q;;,;;Il~~ ___ ~---
904 B. J'itth Street, Little Rock, Arkansaa 

Age J.bou t 70 . 

-~-----~-.-------.---~----~-~---------

"My name is Henry Nelson. I was born in Arkansas--Cri ttenden County 

near Memphis, Tennessee. I was born not tar trom Memphis but on this slde. 

"My mother's name was Adeline !faylor. That was her old slavery tolks' 

Il81IS f She was a Taylor betore she marrled ~ tather ... ~elson. Jq tather's 

first name was Green. I dontt rst_ber none ot Jq' grandparents. IlJ 

father's mother died betore I come to remember and I know 'Ilf$ mother's 

mother died betore I could rEmalber. 

~ tather was born in ~sslssippl--sardls. Kississippl--and ~ 

i~},7 

~ ? 
mother was a Tennesseean--Cartersville, Tennessee, twenty-tive miles above • 

Memphis. 

"Atter peace was declared, they met in Tennessee. That was where ~ 

mother was born, you know. '!hey tell in love with one another in Shelby' 

County, and married there. Ky'mother had been married once betore during 

slavery timet She had been made to marry by her master. Her tirst husband 

was named Eli. He was my oldest slster's tather. Him and my mother had 

the same master and mlssis. She was made to marry him. She was only 

thirteen years old when she married him. She was fine and stout and her 

husband was fine and stout, and they wanted more trom that stock. I don't 

know how old he lias but he was a lot older than she was. He was a kind ot 

an elderly man. She had just one .chUd by h~ oldest sister, Georgia. 

She was only married a short time before treedOll C8D18. 



"My tather tu.d. Be was· always a f'~r-raiW cotton and corn. 

)(y mother lias a f'aJ."Er too. Both of' tbeJa-that 1s both of' her husbands-

rere farmers. 

"My mother and tather used to go ott to places to dance and the 

pateroles would get af'ter them. You had to have a pass to go ott your 

place and it you didn't have a pass, they lIould make you w~ Some 01" 

them would get caught sometimes and the pateroles would whip them. !hey 

would sure get whipped it they didn't have a pass. 

"The old master come out and told them they were tree when peace 11&8 

declared. He said, 'You are tree th1s mora1ns-tree as I g.' 

"Right a:rter the War, Jq mother came turther down in 'lenuessee, and 

that 1s how she met my tather where abe lias when she wa·s married. '!hey 

went farming. !hey f'armed on ahares--sharecropped. They were on a b11 

place called lCnsley place. The man that omed the place 1I'&S called Huck 

Ensley. 

"My mother and father didn't have no schooling. I neTer heard that 

they were bothered by the Ku Klux. 

a.1B8 

"She didn't live with her f'irst husband atter slavery-o She len him . 

when she was treed. She neTer did intend to marry him. She was forced to 

that." 

~ ('~IJ)ter, ;~ c.arter CDu",t~ .ab.v1 3S""hr. "h6rt! o~ Me~"",p~, ~ no 
l~Y~ ., -:'VI tie . 

Interviewer' a COl'1ID8nt 

Nelson eTidently rents rooms. A 18110. aall~faced, cadaveroUs, and 

dissat1sf'ied 10ok1ns It gentleman" went into the house eyeins me suspiciously 

as he passed. In a mmant he was out again interrupting the old JI8Jl. 



with pointless remarks. In-out again-stand1ll.g over me-peering on rq 

paper in the offensive way that ill-bred people have. He straightened up 

with a disgusted look on his face. He couldn't read shorthand. 

Wihat's that you're writin'?" 

"Shorthand." 

~lhat'8 that about?" 

"History,," 

~istory uv .nut?" 

"Slavery." 

"He don't know nothin' about slavery,," 

3. 1B9 

"Thank you. However', if he says he does, I'll just continue to listen 

to him if you don't mind,," 

"Humph," and the "yellow gentleman" passed in. 

Out again--eyeing both the old man and me with dis~st that was 

'lUconcealed. To him, -You don't know whutchutre doin'." 

Deep silence by all. Exit the yellow brother. 

To the old man, I said, "Is that your son?" 

"Lawd, no, that's just a roamer." 

Out came the yellow brother again. "See here, Uncle, if you want me 

to fix that fence you'd bettuh come awn out hesh now. It's gettin' dark." 

I closed my notebook and arose.. "Don't let 1118 interfere with your 

program, Brother Nelson." 

The old man settled back in his chair. His eyes inspected the Sky. 

his jaw Itsorta" set. The yellow brother looked at him a minute and passed on. 

Five minutes later. Enter, the )la.dam. IShe also was ot the yello1l' 

Variety with the suspiciou8 and spi tetul look of an undersized black 

Belgian police dog./ A. moment of silence-a word to him. 



"You don't know whutchu're doin'." Silence all around. To me, 

ItYou're upsettin' my worko," 

I arose. "Madam .. I'm sorry,," 

The old man spoke, "You ain't keepint me fram nothin'." 

~ell, I said, you've given me a nice start; I'll come again and get 

the rest 0" 

4. 200 
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Interviewer _______________ K __ i_ss __ I~r_e~n~e~R~o_be~rt~s~o_n~ ____________ ___ 

Person interviewed~ ____ ~H~e~nry~_·~H~e=l=s~on~I~E~dm~o~n~d~s_o=n.t~Ar~k_an~s~a_s~ __ __ 

Age '10 

... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

"My mother belong to the 'faylors close to Carterville, Tennessee. By 

father never was sold. He belong to the Nelsons. J4y parents married 

toreckly after the surrender and come on to this state. I was born ten 

miles from Edmondson. The ir names was Adeline and Green Nelson. Ther 

didn't get nothing after freedom like land or a horse. I'm seventy years 

old and I would have kn01lll. 

ItI was at .Alton, Illinois in the lead works thirteen years ago and I 

had a stroke. I been cripple ever since. 

"My folks never spoke of being nothing but tield handa. Yolks used to 

00 proud of their crops, gp look over thea on Sunday when company come. Now 
, 

if they got a garden they hide it and don't mention it.) Times is changed 

tha.t way. 

"Clothes ain't as lasty as they used to be. People has a heap more 

money to spend and don't raise and have much at home as they did when I was 

a chUd. Times is all turned around and folks too. I always had plenty 

till I couldn't do hard work. I farmed my early life. We didn't have much 

money but we had rations and warm clothes. I cleared new ground, hauled 

wood, big logs. I steamboated on the SUn, Kate Adams, and One .Arm 10hn. I 

helped with the freight. I railroaded with pick and shovel and in the lead 

mnes. I worked from Memphis to Helena on boats a good while. I come back 

here to farm. Time is changed and I'm changed. 
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"It has been so long since I heard my parents tell about slavery I 

couldn't tell you straight. She told till she died, talked about how the 

Yankees done when they cane through. '!'hey took axes and busted up good 

2. 202 

f'urni ture. '!'hey et up and wasted the rations, then humor up the black folks 

like they was in their favor when they was settin' out wasting their living. 

They done made it to live on. Some followed them. and some stayed on. '!'hey 

wanted freedom but it wasn't like they thought it would be. '!'hey didn't 

know how it would be. 'They didn tt knoll it meant _set out. Seem like they 

left. In some ways times was better and some ways 1 t was worse. 'rhey had 

to work or starve is what they told me. 'rhat' s the way I found freedom. 

'Course their owners made them. work and he looked out for the ration end in 

slavery. 

"I keeps up my own self all I can. I don't get help.-



Interviewer Mrs. Bemice Bowden 

Person interviewed Iran Nelson 
603 E. Fourteenth Ave., Pine muff, Ark. 

Age 77 

- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

"Yes IDa'm, they fotch me fram Mississippi to Arkansas on the 

steamboat ~ you know they didn't have railroads then. They fotch my 

mother and they went back after grandfather and grandmother too. 

"Dr. Noell was our master and he had us under mortgage to his 

brother-in-law. They fotched us here till he could get straight from 

that debt, but fore that could be, we got tree. 

"1 knowed slavery times. 1 member aeein' em lash some of the rest 

but you know 1 wasn't big enough to put in the field. Old mistress say 

when I got big enough, she goin' take me for a house girl. When they 

fotched mama and grandmother here they had eighty some -odd head at 

niggers. They was gwine carry em back home after they got that mortgage 

paid but the war come. 

"1 member when the Yankees come t my white folks would run and hide 

~~d hide us-colored folks too. Boss man had the colored folks get all 

the rooat out of the smokehouse and hide it in the peach orchard in the 

grass. 

~I used to play with old mistress daughter Addie. We would play 

in the parlor and after we moved to town some of the little girls would 

pick up and go home. You know these town folks didn t t believe in 

?layin' with the colored folks. 



2. 

-After mama was tree she staye~ .right· th81"8~l1 the place and .. made 

a crop. Baised eight hundred bales and the· .,verage was nine~ JIalDa 

plowed and hoed too. I bad to work r1Sht with her too. 

-I never went to school bu.t once. I learned my ABC's but couldn.' t 

read. My next ABC'.s was .a hoe in my hand. llama had a switch right 

under hel· belt. I worked rut I couldn't keep up. l'ust see1n' that 

swi tch was enough. I had a pretty good time when I was young, but I 

had to go all the time.· 
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ID.tervle_r~ _____ ..,..:;JI~r._ .... Be __ ra1;,;::: .. ;::;, ·.~o:e:::;...,;Bo_·w.i:i!iJ. , .. J!::io---.A ... _""'!""" __ 

Person 1ntervl"'d:"-_~l1=-=":-:OS~oraar" ........ l-;;:;;;!iOil~:.::-ia!~~.;.;;;F;:l:f:m:'"i~~.~l_~~Ji:-: ... !""6ii~ .. ~_",!"" .---
Age, sa Oocupatloa Gardaur 

__ ~ ________ ~ __________________ ~_a~~~ __ 

"I member all about tlle war - .,. ot 00_. I saddled mall7 a. C&val17 

hoss. I tell 10U how I mow how 014 I em. 014 _ter. Helu7 Staley of' 

Athena, Alabama, !lOved to Plllaakl, '1'eJU:l8a .. e IUld lett me with J'CNaI JIla

tress to take care of thlaga. One daT ... was dri v1ll' up 8OlIl8 stook aacl I 

said, '111.8 Nam11e, how old is you?' And she sald, 'I'm seventeeD.' I ft_ 
old enough to have the kno1dedp ahe would know how old I _. and I 11&14. 

'How old _ I?' Jad she .. 14, 'You 18 seveD. ,.eara 014.' i'h.a.t._ durat 

the war. 

"I remember the soldiers cClllin'and atopp1n' at our buUdilll .. Y&Dkeea 

and Southern soldiera, too. !he)' ttt all aroun4 our plantatlon. 

"The Yankees taken me when I was a llttle fellow. About two 78ara 

after the war started, young Marse HeDr7 went to war and took a colored 

man with him but he ran a_,. - he wouldn't stay with the Be"l 8rJQ'. So 

young Marse Henry took _. I reckon I _8 bout ten. I know I _8 btl 

enough to saddle a cavalry ho.a. ,We carrled three horse. - hta hoaa, Jq 

hoss and a paok hoas. You know ch1llu them da1a, they_de em do' a maa' a . 

work. I atudled bout rq mother durin' the war, 80 ther let _ go ao.. 

WOlle day I w.nt to JD1U. '!'hey didn't 10. the chUlun to 1.,. arou:ad, 

and while I _8 at the 11111 a Yankee soldler ridin' a *1 te hON eapw.recl _ 

and took _ to PulaSki, TeDJ18a ... uct then I was in the Yankee 8.1'Iq'. I 

wasIl't no size and I don't thlnk he would a took me it 1 t hadn't been tor the 

hose. 
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-we CODa baok ~o Athena and the Rebel I captured the 'Whole &n'Jf. 

Colonel Camp was ill charge and Oeural :r~rrest capt~4 us and I .. 

carried south. W. wa_ mareha' along th~ lbe and a Rebel soldier sa1,d t 

'Don't you WIlDt to 10 ben. and atay with 141 wite?' ~d 80 I _nt there, to 

Millville, .Al.abaula. Then he 'bound _ to a frIend of hi' an4 I stayed there 

till the war bout ended. I 1IU gettbli al()111 v,ery well bu.t a older boy 

I waded me to ran &1181 to Decatur. JJ.abula. 

"Oh I seen lota ot the war. Bot aidea was good to _. I've see. 

many a scout. The captain woul4 .&a7 'B,y Q....;...t do .. the ranks.' Captaill. 

ls right crabbed. I Raye4 back with the hoa .. a. 

It After the war I worke4 about tor this one and that 0118. Same paid 

me and scme didn't. 

"I can remember back to BreckurIctp; and I can remember hearin' _ 
, 

say 'Hurrah tor :aJ.ObUBD l' 1'. just aU in ' you to show how fur baok I 

can re1l'8mber. I usad to have a book 111 th a picture ot Drah_ Lincoln 

nth an aXe on his ahoulder and a picinre ot that 101 cabin, but somebc.dy 

stole my' book. 

"1 worked tor whoever w<K1ld take _ - I had no lDO'ther _en. If' I 

had had parents to make me go to achool, but I got along verr _11. !'he 

wh1 te tolks taught _ not to have no ba4 tallt. ~ey'. all dead ~ow ad it 

they wasn't ltd be With theB. 

"I'm a natural. bora tU'Jl8r ..... tAat t s all I lmow. !he bIB overtl .. 

dro1lllded .. out and 141 wit. died with pellacra in '87. She .. a soe4 

woman and nice to white folks. I'm just. bachin' here now. I did at., 
with my daughter but she is mean to _, so 1 just picked up my rap ad 

moved into thia ros where I can li va i. peace. I'm a ohristl .. .., 
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and I can't l1ve r1&11t 1l1.'tb her. nen colored tolka 18.ea, they's _ .. r 

thall wh1 te tolks. 

ttI'a "tt1n' alons very _11 now.. I been w1th 1Ih1t. folks all Jq da7 -

and 1 t '. hard tor me to get alone with my tolks. 

ttIn one war the world 1s crueler than they uaed to be. !hey doa't 

appreciate tA1ngs like they used to. !hay have no t •• lin'. and don't care 

nothin' bout the oldel1 people • 

• ell. good-bye, I'll. proud of you.-
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Intervie_r, _____ ~JU.--S-S...;Ire:;:;;:;.;:-D .. e...;! ..... o-be;:;,;,;;" __ S_OJl;:;.' _____ _ 
, . 

~( Person interviewed ',3'00 Nelson.. HoUl Orove, .Arkansas 

'A8e 76 

----------------------------------~-----------------~----~ 

..., parents was jazz Nelson and Mahaney 

Nelson. He come from Louisiana durin' 

slavery. She come tram. Richmond, Virginia. 

1 think fran what they said he cane to 

LoUisiana trom there too. They was plain 

field hands. 

It)(y tolks belong to )(iss Mary Ann 

Richardson and Massa Harve Richardson. 

They had five children and every one dead 

now. They lived at Duncan Station. 

"The white folks told em they was free. 

They had no place to go and they been workin' 

the crop. White folks glad for am to stay 

and work on. And tpe truth is they was glad 

to git to stay on cause they had no place to 

go. They kept stayin' on a long time. 

ttl was so smell I don't know if the XU 

Klux ever did coma bout our place at tall." 



hterv1 ... r ____________ ~~-.·~.~.~I-~~~~,~~~~Be~2~ .. ba~~-.. _.O.R ____________ ___ 

Age 55 01' 56? 

... - _ .. - _ .... - - _ .. - - - - - _ .. - - - - - - - - - _ .... - - _ .. --
"GrancJma waa Pa"ay Smith. She said in slavery they had a cenaa 

amount of cot tOil to plck. It they dlu' t have that .. ount they would put 

their heads "".een the rail. ot the tence. and wh.oop thea. fheY' whoope4 

them in the ebeniD.' when they welped up the cotton. Grandma __ rai.e4 in 

Virginia. She was lipt. llama was light. TheY' w .. carried trca Virgtala. 

to Louisiana ln _goa.. '!'hey tountl olothe. along the :road people had lon. 

She said several b.mdlea ot gooc1 clot... !hey thousht they h_ dropped ott 

ot wagona ahead ot th_. !hey waahe4 and wore the clothe.. ac.e ot f. tlt 
so they wore thea. .~ lett her huaDand and brother in YirsiD1a. Bd 1111 tll 

was her second husband. Be w .. a lipt.... .., pandpa ••• tlel4 _. I 

never heard lt srandpa waa ao14. J'1IB1e Staabem _ the JIIIUl that bou." 

or brought __ and grandma to Loai.1..... .. cooked and worke« ill the 

field both. Grandma did too. She cooked 1a Loui.iua more than aM. They 

belong to Lou and l1al1e Btu.alMtn, and they had two boy... !ke)" lived 01088 

to Endenr Loui.i.... I don't know 80 JIII10h about 111.7 parent. an4 graadM 

talked but we didn't pay enough attentto. to 1"8181_1' it all. 811. as 014 

and got th1a88 contused. 

"They '~a8 &lad .en rned_ coma but they 11 ved Oll With :n.d.e st_ 

berry. I re.aber th... GraDdma. ral .. me atter Jq parente dled. i'llen ahe 

lived nth _ tUl abe d1.4. She .. aWful old when she 4184_ !heywaal4 

talk abou.t how dittereat Yirs1aia aD4 I.o11111_.... It toek tll ••• 1_ 
t~ to make that trip.-
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.. , Interviewer _______________ Mr~s~._Be __ r_n_i_c_e __ Bo __ wde __ n ______________ _ 

Parson interviewed Mattie Belson 
710 B. :rourth Street, Pine Blutt, Arkansas 

Age '12 

---~----~---------------------------

"I was born in Chicot County, Arkansas in '65. They said 1 was 

born on the roadside while we was on our way here trom Texas. They had 

to camp they said. Some people called it emigrate. Now that's the. 

straightest way 1 can tell it. 

"OUr mistress and master was na.:msd Chapman. 1 member men 1 W8S 

a child mistress used to be so good to us. Atter surrender my parents 

stayed right on there with the Chapmans, stayed right on the place till 

they died. 

~ mudder and pappy neither one of em could read or write, but 1 

went to school. 1 always was apt. 1 am now. 1 always was one to work 

-- yes ma'm - rolled logs, hope clean up new ground - yes ma'm. When 

we was tot1nt logs, I'd say, "Put the big end on me- but they'd say, 

"No, you're a woman." Yes ma'm 1 been here a long time. I do believe 

in stirrin' work tor your li vin t II yes rna'm, that's what I believe in. 

"I been workin t ever since I was six years old. My daughter was 

just like me - ahe had a g1fi, but she died. 1 seen all '1.I!Y folks die 

and that lets me know 1 got to die too. 

"Whi te tolks used to come along in buggies, and hoss back too, 

and stop and watch me plow. Seem like the hotter the sun was the 

better I liked it. 
! 

"Yes ma'm, I done all kinds a work and I teels it now, too." 
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Interviewer _________________ Mr~s~.~Be~· _rn~1~c~e_Bo~wd~e~n~ ______________ __ 

Person interviewed~ __ ~~~~----~Dan~~N~e-w-b~o~rn~----~----------
1000 Louisiana, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Age 78 

.. -------------------------------------

"I was born in 1860. Born in Knoxville, Tennessee. I suppose it was 

in the country. 

"Solomon Walton was my mother's owner and my father belonged to the 

iiewborns. My grandmother belonged to the Buggs in Richmond, Virginia and 

she was sold .to the Wal tons~ When my mother died in t 65 my grandmother 

raised me. After she was freed she went to the Powell Clayton place. Her 

daughter lived there and she sent up the river and got her. I went too. 

l,ie and two more boys. 

"I never went to school but about thirty days. Hardly learned my 

alphabet. 

"In t .66, ray grandmother bound two of us to Powell Clayton for our 

'vi ttils' and clothes and schoolin' , but I di dn' t get no schoolin'. I 

waited iIi the house. Stayed there three years, then we come back to the 

~,j5.l ton place. 

"My grandmother said the Wal tons treated her mean. Beat her on the 

!lead and that was part of her death. Every spring her head would run. She 

said they didn't get much of somethin' to eat. 

"I was married 'fore my grandmother died--to this wife that died two 

[Qonths ago. Ue stayed together fift~-seven years. 

"To my idea, this younger generation is too wild--not near as settled 

down as when I was comin' up. They used to .obey. WhY,1 slept in the bed 

2tt 



with my grandmother til~ I was married. She whipped me 'the day before I was 

m~ried9 It was 'cause I had disobeyed her. Children will resist their 

mothers now. 

ttl think the colored people is better ott now 'cause they got more 

privilege, but the way some of 'em use their privilege, I think they ought 

to be slaves. 

"My grandmother taught me not to steal. My white folks here have 

trusted me with two and three hundred dollars. I don't want nothin' in the 

.Iorld but mine. 

"I been workin' here for Fox Brothers thirty-eight years and they'll 

tell you there's not a black mark against me. 

"I used to be a mortar maker and used to sample cotton. Then I worked 

at the Cotton Belt Shops eight years. 

"I've bought me a home that cost *780. 

ttl don't mind tellin' about myself 'cause I've been honest and you can 

go up the river and get my record. 

"Out of all' due respect to everybody, the Yankees is the ones I like. 

"Vote? Oh yes, Republican ticket. I like Roosevelt's administration. 

If I could vote now, I'd vote for him. He has done a whole lot of good." 
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Interviewer ____ ~M~i~s~s~I~r_e~n~e~R_o~b~e~r~t~s~o~n~ __ __ 

Person Interviewed Sallie Newsom 
------------~~--------

Age 75? Brinkley, Ark. 

...... - ... -_ ... _------- .. - ... - - ... - - - - - - - - - -
flMiss, I don't know my age, but I know I is old. I'm 

51.ck now. 

liMy grandma's mistress and mama's mistress and my mistress 

was kiss Jennie Brawner at Thomasville, Georgia. Me and my old

est sister was born in Atlanta. Then freedom come on. My own 

papa wanted mama to follow him to Mississippi. He had a wife 

there. She wouldn't go. She stayed on a while with Mr. Acy and 

1:iS3 Jennie. They come from Virginia. Her name was Catherine. 

"Grandma toted her big hoop dresses about and carried her 

trains u.p off the floor. Combed her long glossy hair. Mama was 

a house girl too, but then grandma took to the kitchen. She was 

the cook then. 

"Old Miss Jennie wanted mama to give her my oldest sister 

Lulu, so mama gave her to her. Then when we started to come to 

Eolly Grove, Mississippi, Miss Jennie still wanted her. Mama 

didn't want to part from her. She was married again and brought 

me but my aunts told mama to leave her there, she. would have a 

good home and be educated, so she 'greed to leave her two years. 

She sent back for her at the end of two years; she wrote and 

didn't want to come. She was still at Miss Jennie's. I haben 

seen her from the day we left Atlanta till this very day. A 

Woman, colored woman, was here in Brinkley once seen her. Said 

()1 '3 f.., t 



she was so fine and nice. Had nice soft. skin and was well to 

do. I have wrote but my letters come back. I know Miss Jennie 

is dead, and my sister may be by no .... 

liMy papa was Abe Brooks. His master was Mars Jonas Brooks. 

Old master give him to the young master. He was rich, "rich, and 

traveled all time. His pa give him a servant. He cooked for 

him, drove his carriage - they called it a brake in them days -

followed him to the hotels and bar-rooms. He drink and g1ve him 

a dram. When he was freed he come to MiSSissippi with the Brooks 

to farm for them. I went to see my papa at Waterford, MISS~ 

"When we was at Holly Springs, M1ssissippi my cousin was 

a railroad man so he helped me run away. He paid my way. I 

come to Clarendon. I cooked, washed and ironed. In two or three 

years I went back to see mama. They was glad to see me. They 

had eight children. 

"I couldn't guarantee you about the eight young~r children, 

but there a1n't a speck of no kind of blood about me and Lulu 

Violet but African. We are sl1ck blaok Negroes. (She is very 

black, large and bony.) 

"Miss Jennie Brawner had one son - Gus Brawner - and he may 

be living now in Atlanta. 

"My unole said he seen the Yankees come through Thomas

Ville, Georgia. I never seen an army of them. I seen soldiers, 

plenty of em. None of the Brooks or Brawners went to war that I 

heard of. I was kept close and too young to know much of what 

h~ppened. I heard about the XU Klux but I never seen them. 

"I know Miss Jennie Brawner oome from Virginia but I don't 
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knOTl if she brought grandma with her or bought her. Sbe never 

did say. 

"I don't vote. My husband voted. I don't know how he 

voted. 

"Since I been sick, I get a check and connnod1ties." 

"'1', I",; " ; 
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-_ .. - - - - - - - -_ .. - -- -. ..... _ .. -.- .. - - --_ .. - --- - .. -
"111' 1Ih1te tolka was as soocl to _ as they could be. I ain't sot no 

kick to make about my wh1te peopl.e. !'he 'bo7a •• all bra_. I •• ra1.4 

on the tam. I stai4 with Jq boaa till I •• nearly 11'0-. neD. the war 

got 80 hot my' bosa was a:t."raid the t )leds' would get ua. B. seat -.q - • ., 

to Texaa and· sent me in the army wi'th 8 BaahOll to take ~ar. ot his 
/...-.... 

horses. I .... about e1even or t_l .... year. old. ~ BUll- ~a alway-

good to _. Be al_Y8 tound a place tor me to aleep and .a'. S-tt;.a. 

atter the colonel len the tolks lIOUltl ru. _ ott and not let _ Btq bat 

I never told the coloul. I wnt to BoatOJL, TeD. nth tile 0010881 u4 _ 

his men and when he went on the btl raid into Jt1asoun. he len _ ill 

SeVier CoWLt)", Arkansas with his horses 'L1ttle Bel.47' and 'Orphan Boy'. 

They was race horae.. !he colcmel alwaJ'8 had race hor... Be ... ld.lled 
,-...., 

at Pilot Xnoib. JI1asour1. .Atter the col.onel was kUla' hi_ SOJl 0.01'18 (I 

shore did think a lot ot aeorp) OCIlla atter _ and the horae. and brough' . 

us home. 

"ihUe I was in .Arkadelphia wl.h 001. Bashca' a horses, I wen. 40wn 

to the spr111g to water the horaea. !he artillery was there olean1n& a 

big cannon the,. ca1.le4 '014 '1'CIIl'. at course I went up to watch theme 

One of ~he Mn saw me and hollered, 'stick his head 111 the cannon.' 

It liked to scared _ to death. I jUllped on that race horae and rua~ 
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I recoiled I would haw been kUla4 but Ifl¥ uncle ft8 there and ... _ aD4 

stopped the her_. 

a Anoth.er time _ went to a place and _ and another colored 007 waa 

:!~ 

a. 2171 

taking ~ ot the horses while our mastera eat d1Dur. 1 ... __ ter-· 

melons in the garden with a paling tence around i". I said it the other bo7 

,ould pull a paling ott I would crawl 'throu&ll and get us a _t8:rmeloa. Be 

did l:ut the man who owned the place saw me juat a8 I got the _loa and 

,hipped ~s and told ua if' we hollered he would kill ua. We didn't hoUer 

and we never told Col. Basham. either. 

ttAf'ter the war IDY' maw18 CC118 back troa 'reDS and took"me over to 

Dover to liTe but my old bo .. told her if' she lOuld let hila bave me he 

would raise and educate me like his 01lll children. When I got back the 

old boss already had a boy 80 I went to li va 111 th ODe ot his SOJUI. Be 

told me 1 t was time for me to learn hOlf to work. My boss was roup _tt he 

las good to _ and t&up" _ how to work. !be old boas had five 8Ol18 in 

the al"IQ' and all ... a lOunded except ODe. ODe of thea was shot through 

and throup in the battle of Oak Hill. He got a turlouab and ca. baok 

and died. I let'tlll¥ white folka in 1869 u4 wnt to taming tor .-ua up 

in Hartman. bottom. I married when I was about aevanteen year. 014. 

"'1'ha7 though' a house near ua .. hainte4. Hoboq wanted to live 1.Jl 

it so they ad to see what the noise was. i'hey toUDd a pet COOll With a 

piece of chain around his neck. '!he coon would run acro.s the floor and 

drag the chain. 

"The chUdren now are bad. ](0 'te1l1D.s mat will be in the nen twent7 

or thirty years 8veryth1n& 1s 80 changed now. 



-I learnt to sing the hJJm8 but laver sans 1J:L the choir. .. 8IID8 

'D1x1~' t 'lolUl Br01lJ1'. Body Ue., eto.' t '~ .. a' t 'IUD Bet"ore the 

Battle, )(other', 'Old m.aok loe t .-

3. 218 



Interv1e.er, ____________ ~~~·~ .. ~.~'~Be~.ZB~·:lce~~io~.wQ=ea~--__________ __ 

Age 81 

--------------_ .. _----_ .... ---------------

"Born in slavery t1m8s? That's JII8, I reckon. I was bon October 1. 

185'7 in Arkansas in Union Coun1;7. Tom Murpl'q was old master'. Jl8III8~ 

"Yes IDa' am, I remember the first regiment left Arkansas-...-.en.t to 

Virginia. I member our white folks had us pactin t grab out in the 11'0048 

cause they was spect1D.' the Yankees. 

"I member when the first regiment started out. i'he DDlsic boat come to 

the landin' and played 'Yankee Doodle. t They carried all us chillun out 

there. 

!tAtter they fit they just come by frca. daylight till dark to eat. 

They was death on bread. _ mother and SUsan. lAlrlJh7, that was the old 

lady herself, cooked bread for am. 

"I stayed with the Murphya--round on the plantation amongst em fo? 

five or six years atter freedam. Andrew Horris, my tather's old master. 

was the first sheritt' of Ouachl ta County. 

"'My mother belonged to the IInrph7s and my father belonged to the 

liorrises and atter freedom. the7 never did go back together~ 

ItMy mother told me that Susan JmrPh7 would suckle me when my mother 

was out workin' and then my mother would suckle her daughter~ 

Itl was raised up in the house you might say t1ll I was a big nigger. 

Had plenty to eat. That's one th1ng they d1d do. I lived right amongst a 

settlement of what they called free nigger. cause the7 was treated 80 we~ 

219. 
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-Sometimes &1san JIurplly got after me and whipped me and old Maree -rca 
-

would tell _ to mn and not let her 1Ih1p _. You 888, I was worth .,500 

to him and he thought a lot of us black ki4,. 

·Old JUIl ~CBll 1I1rphy ~1se4 _ up to a big nigger and never did whip 

me but twice and that was cause I got dl.'Wlk on tobacco and turned out his 

horse. 

·Yes matam, I voted .till bout two < or three years ago. Oh Le:wd. th, 

colored used to hold office down, in the country. I've voted tor white 

and black~ 

-Some of the colored tolks better off free and soma not~ That's what 

]. think but they don't.-
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Interviewer . Miss Irene Robertson 
------~--~------------------Personlnterviewed Emma Oats (Mulatto) 

Age 90 or older Holly Grove, Ark • 

.. - - - _ .... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ .... - - _ .. -

ttl was born in St. Louis. My mother died when I was little. 

I never knowed no father. (He was probably a white man.) Jack 

Oats raised me. Jim Oats at Helena was his son. He is still liv

ing. He come through here (Holly Grove) not long ago. I was 

raised on the Esque place. 

"I was fraid of my grandma. I wouldn't live with her. I 

know'd her. She was a big woman, big white eyes, big thick lips, 

and had 'Molly Glaspy hair,r long straight soft hair. She was a 

African woman. She .made my clothes. I was fraid of her. I never 

lived with her. My folks was all free folks. When my mother died 

my uncle took us - me and brother. He hired us out and. we got 

stole. Gene Oglesby stole us and,brought us to Memphis to Joe 

Nivers. I recken he sold us then. Then they stood me up in the 

parlor and sold me to Jack Oats. They said I was 'good pluck.' 

Joe Nivers sold me to Jack Oats for $1,150.00 when I was four 

years old. My brother was name Milton Smith. I ainrt seen him 

from that day till this. Joe Nivers kept him, I recken. I come 

here on a 'legal tender' - name of the boat I recken. I know 

that. I recken it was name of a boat. I got off and Thornton 

Walls, old colored man, toted me cross every mud hole we come to. 

He belong to Bud Walls r (white man at Holly Grove) daddy. When 

We got home Jack Oats and all of em was there. 



ttl slept on a pallet and lounge and took care of their 

children. I played round. Done bout as I pleased. They had a 

cook they called Aunt Joe - Joe Oats. We had plenty to eat .and 

wear. They dressed me like one their children. We had good 

flannel clothes. When she washed her children she washed me too. 

When she combed their hair she combed mine too. She kept working 

with it till I had pretty hair. Some of her ehildren died. It 

hurt me bad as 1 t did them. All I done was play with em and see 

after em. Their names was Sam, John, Dixie, Sallie, Jim. I 

went in the hack to church; if she took the children, she took me. 

I was a good size girl when she died. The last word she spoke 

was to me; she said,tEmma, take care of my children. I Dr. John 

Chester was her doctor. 

"Oats come here from North Alabama. Will Oats, Wyatt Oats; 

and Jack Oats - all brothers. 

"When mistress living we took a bath every Friday in a 
w 

sawed-into barrel (wooden tub). The cook done our washing. We 
~ 

had clean fresh clothes. We had to dress up every few days. If 

we get dirty she say she would give us lashes. She n~ver give me 

none. I never was sassy (saucy). That what most of em got 10 

lashes, 25, 50 lashes for. 

"When I was bout grown I went to school a little bit to 

James A. Kerr here at Holly Grove. I was good and grown too. 

"r was settin' on the gate post - they had a picket fence. 

r seen some folks coming to our house. I run in the house and 

says, 'Miss Mai Llza, the Yankees coming here!' She told her hus

band to get in the bed. He says, rOh God, what she know bout 
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YnW{ees?' Miss Mai Liza say, 'I don't know; shets one of em, I 

spec1\: she knows em.' One of the officers come in and asked him 

what was the mattero He said he was sick. He had boils bout on 

him. He had a Masonic pin on his shirt. He showed it to the· 

offj.cer. He asked Lou and Becky and all the servants if he hadn r t 

been bushw~~cking. They all said, INo.' He said he wanted some

thing to eat. They went to the well house and got him SODle milk. 

"They camped below the house. They went to their store 

house and brought more rations up there in a wagon. Lou cooked 

and she had help. She set a big table and they had the biggest 

dilmer. They had more hams. They had 'Lincoln Coffee' there 

that day. It was a jolly day. They never et up there no more or 

bothered round our house no more. The officer had something on 

his bare arm he showed. He said, when he went to leave, tAunt 

Lou, you shall not be hurt. I 

ttMr. Oats had taken long before that day all his slaves to 

Texas. He took all but Wash Martin. They went in wagons and 

none of them ever come back. 

tlMiss Callie Edwards was older than Miss Henrietta Jackson. 

They kept Wash Martin going through the bottoms nea!'ly all time 

from their houses at Golden-Hill to Indian Bay. They kept him 

from one place to the other to keep him out of the war. They 

hired him out to school Miss Henrietta. Miss Callie Edwards died 

then they give him to Miss Henrietta. 

"During the war Mrs. Keeps come up to our house. They 

heard a gun. She was jes visiting Mrs. Oats. Mrs. Keeps went 

home and the bushwhackers had killed him. He was dead. 



"I'never seen noKu Klu:x:ln my whole life. 

"I remember the stage coach that run every two or three 

davs from Helena to Clarendon. 
OJ 

"I don't remember bout freedom. Dr. Green, Hall Green's 

daddy, told bis colored folks they was free. They told our 

folks. I heard em talking bout it. I was kept quiet. It was 

done freedom, fore I knowed it. I stayed on and done like I 

been doin'. I stayed on and on. 

~en I was grown I come here to school and soon married. 

I washed and ironed and cooked allover Holly Grove. I was wait

ing on. the table at the boarding house here at Holly Grove. Mr. 

Oats was talking bout naming the town. They had put the railroad 

through. I ask em why didn't they name the town Holly Grove. It 

was thick with holly trees. They named it that, and put it up on 

the side of the depot. That way I named the t~~ 

"My folks give me five acres -of land and Julia Woolfolk 

give a blind woman on the place five acres. I didn't know what 

to do wid it. I didn't have no husband. I was young and foolish. 

I let it be. 

"My husband farmed. I raised,my family, chopped and picked 

cotton and done other things along with that. I have worked all 

my life till way after my husband died. 

trMy husband could jump up, knock heels together three times 

before he come down. He died May 12, 1909. He was 83 years old 

February 16, 1909. 

fl1 never voted. I never heard my husband say much bout 

voting. I know som~ colored folks sold their voting rights. 

That was wrong. 



s 

ItI lived at Baptist Bottoms two years, I'\; lack to killed 

me. " 

Wyatt Oats and Miss Callie Edwards owned the husband of Emma 

Oats. She was married once and had two girls and two boys - one 

boy dead now. Emma lives at one of her daughtersl homes. 

·2···o .t; ,".I...., 
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Age 50? 

.- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. _ .. - - - - - - -- _ _ _ _ _ ~ ~ a _ 

ItGreat-~dmother was part J.t'rican, Indian, and caucasian. She had 

two girls betore slavery ended bY' her G)1Ill master--lIaster '1'emple. He was 

also caucasian (white). She 118.8 cook and housamaid ~t his home. He was a 
'"" 

bachelor. Grandmother's nama was Bachael and her sister's name was &1117. 

Before f'reedcm )faster Temple had another .i1"e. By her he had one boY' 

and two ~rls. He never had a caucasian 1I11"e. In tact he 1I&.S always a 

bachelor. Grandmoth.er was a tield hand and so was her s1ster, 

Gilly. 

"But afier treedcm grandmother married a Union soldier. His took-ou 

name was George Washington Tomb. He 1J8.8 generally celled Parson· Tomb 

(preacher) • He met Grandmother Bachael 1D. Arkansas. 

ltWhen Master ~e tied his nearest relative was J"im JlcBeilly. He 

made a will leaTi.:n.g everything he possessed to )laster McHeUI,.. !'he estate 

had to be settled, so he brougb.t the two sisters to Little Rock .. thiDk to 

be sold. TheY' rode horseback and walked and brought wagons with bedding and 

prOVisions to camp along the road. The blankets were frozen and stood alone. 

rt was so cold. Grandmother was pUt up on the block to be auctioned off and 

freedom was declared! .Aunt Gilly never got to the block. Grandmother 

~ried and was separated tram her aister. 

"Whether the other three children were brought to .Arkansas then 

I don't know but this I know that they went by the name JlcNe1lly. 



.... 
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They changed their names or it was done for them. -r.b.ey are all dead now 

and my own mother is the only one now living. Their names were john, Tom, 

and Netline. Mother says they were sold to J'ohnson, and went by that name 

too as much as McNeilly. They remained with J'ohnson till freedom, in 

Tennessee. 

"My mother's name is Sarah. 

"They seem to think they were treated good tUl Master Temple died. 

They nearly froze coming to Arkansas to be soldo 

"I heard this told over and over so many, many times before grandmother 

died. Seemed it was the greatest event of her life. She told other smaller 

things I can't remember to tell with sense at all. Nothing so important as 

her master and own father's "death and being sold. 

"Times are good, very good with me. Our African race is advancing with 

the times." 

Interviewer's Comment 

Teacher in Biscoe school. Father was a graduate doctor of medicine 

and in about 1907, '08, '09 school director at Biscoe. 



Intervie .. r, ______________ ~~ __ ._. __ Be~r.n __ ic~e~Bo~w_d8~n ____________ ___ 

Person interviewed JaDe Oll .. r Boll". 4, near alrport, P1De Bluft, Arkansa8 
Age 81 

----------------------------------_ ... --

"I'm certa1nl,. one ot em, cause I was in the big house. When Ki.s 

Liza marr1ed they give sister to her and I stayed with lI1s. Netta. Her 

na'1e was Drunetta Rana. '!'hat was in Kississippi. We CCIIIJ to Arkansas 

when I was snall. 

"1 remember when they run us to TeDs, and we st~ed there till 

freedom CaD8. I remember hear 1». ' em read the tree papers. Mama died in 

Texas and they buried her the day they read the tree paper.. I know. I 

was out play1n' and II1ss Lucy, that was fll1 yoUllg mlstress, CC1D8 out and say, 

I Jane, ,.ou go ln and see your mother. she wanta ,.au.. t I was busy playin' 

and didn't want to go 111 and I member Klss Lucy say, 'Poor 11ttle f'ool 

nigger don't know her mother's dyin·.' I went 1n then and sald, 'llama, 11 

you dyin'?' She say, 'No, I ain't, I died wban you was a bab,.. t You know, 

she meant she had died in sin. She was a ~hr1stian. 

"14e and Lucy played together all the t _ - round about the house and 

in the kitchen. L1 ttle Marse Henry, that 118.8 big old llarse Henry's son, 

he was a captain in the~. We all called him Little Marse Henry. Old 

mistress was good to us. Us chillun called ber Kiss Netta. Best woman I 

ever seed. Me and Lucy growed up together. Looks like I can see just the 

way the house looked and how we used to go down to the big gate and play. 

r sits here and studies and wonders it I'd know that place today. That's 

, -", 



2. 

"1 uaed to hear .. 8ay we only sta)'8d in 'l'eD.8 nine month. and the 

,hi te tolks br~~t us baolt. 

"My Wlole Simon Bawls. he took _ atter the -.r. '!'hen I worked tor 

Mrs. Adkin8. 

"1 went to school a little and learned to read print. '!'he teacher 

tried to get me to write but I wouldn't do it. .And s1nce then I have 

wished 80 1ILlch I had leamed to u1a. Oh mercyl Old tolks would tell lII, 

'Well, when you get up the road, you'll wish you had.' I didn't know what 

they meant but I know now they meant when I got old. 

"1 was married when I .... young -- I don't think I was fifteen. 

"Yes me. 'aDL, I've worked hard. I've always lived in the country. 

ttl can remem.ber when the 1Ihi te tolks refugee4 us to 'l'exa8. Oh we did 

hate the Yankeea. It I ever seed a Yanke. I didn't know it but I heard the 

\Yhi te tolks talk1n t bout em. 

"! used to hear em talk bout old J'ett DaTis and Abe Lincoln. 

"Bradley County was where w. lived tore we went to Texas and atter-

ward~ Colonel Id ~pton'e plantat10n j1ned the Rawls plantation on the 

Arkansas River Where ~ t overtlowed the land. I loved that better than any 

place I ever seed in my lit •• 

"I couldn't say what I think ot the young tolks now. '!'hey is 41tte1"8n1; 

trom What 11'8 was. Yes, Lord, they 1s different. Sometimes I think theY' 18 

better and sometimes wss. I just thanks the Lord that I'm here - haft 

Come this tar. 

~When I bought this plac6 :from ~. R. K. Knox he sald, 'When I'm. in DI7 

grave you. '11 thank me that you took DIY' advice and :put your savings in a 

hOIlle. ' I do thank him.. I been here thirty yeus and I get alons. God 

bless you.-



- - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
tt}Cnow about slavery? Sho I do - I was born in '52. Born in 

Arkansas? No ma'm, born in Texas. 

ItOh yes, indeed, I had a good master. Good to me, indeed. I was 

that high when the war started. I member everything. ~eke me trom 

now till dark to tell you everything I know bout slavery. 

ItI put in three years and five montha, choppin' cotton and corn.. 

I member the very day, on the 10th ot May. old mistress blowed the 

conk and told us we was tree. 

ItOh Lord, I had a good time. 

ItI never 1I8.S whipped. 

"Ku nux used to run me. Bun me clear from the pllllU orchard bout 

a mile from the house. Bun. to IDY' mistress at the big house. 

~ss Ann had eight darkies and told her stepmother, 'Don't you 

put your hand on ea.' She didn't either. 

ItI went to school since 'mancipation in Naci tosh. Learned to read 

and write. Was in the eighth grade when I left. Stood at tqe head ot 

every class. They couldn't get me down. I done got old and forgot now. 

ItI d1dn 1 t know the ditference betwen slavery and free, I never 

was whipped. . 

j.' ',,,"",' 
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"Did I ever vote? You know I voted, old' as I am. Ain't voted 

in over forty years. I ain't nobody. MY wife's eighty. I've had her 

forty years. Cose I voted the Republican ticket. You never seed a -
colored person a Democrat in your life. 

"In slavery days we killed seventy-five or eighty hogs every year. 

And I don't mean shoats, I mean hogs. I ain't lost my membrance." 



Interrt •• r ______ ........ llniiiiii'.·;.'.;:;;; .... · .. !i! ....... ·""' .... coi!ii .• ,.... ... ·· ··iiiiii·.·;;;;.<_! .... · _____ _ 

l'eracm int.rne .. d,' '.'..',' . J.a..al.oek '. . . 
ill i. ;iis'i ... te-.~'Ji.Bluttt~lam-. 

-------~-~--~~------~~--------------~ 

"Ye. ma'., I was lirtn' in alaTeXT daya. .I ... bo:r.aed 1n .&rlaul_ I 
. 

reckon. I waa bornec1 w1thia ~e mile. otea.ten bu~ I wasn't rat., 
there. We JIO'9'8d to Sali_ Cout,. directl,. atter peace was de claret. 

ItI doa't lolow lIhat ,..ar I ... bornbeoauae you see .I'. not e4ucat.4 

bUt I was ninet,. the 2'tll ot this len ,.. lIiIq. Yea mat., I'll a 014 boal-_ 

age wOlll8Jl. I C&Jl 8Q' wllat a heap ot .. cu' t M7 - I cu. tell the t1"'-t' 

bout it. I beli.... 1lJ. the tra~. I.s broupt up to tell the trutll. I'. 
no young girl. 

just like ller 01Il1 chilc1ren. She aa14 _had t •• 1i1l'. and t .. te.~ I 

vial ted her long atter the war. Wellt tllel'ta aud atQ'e4 all aipt. 

It! _bar when the, ha4 the t1." atl~aa "'rt'1. 014 8""18 hIA 

30,000 and he come dowa to teke ldtU8. Bock, Pine Blutt u.4 otMra. Oapta1l. 

Webb with 1,500 Rebel. 11&8 tollo1f1at h1a anc1 ~en theT got to Saline 111ftr 

they had a battle. 

'"!he next Sund., JI7 tather carried III U8 chUdren and. ... ot tlae 

Ihi te tolks to see the bat"le tle14. I _bar the 'eat .. a l71a' in 

grave a t juan one row atter another ad hadB' teTe. been eoftre4 uJ. 

ttQh 788, I cu. tell III 'bou.t tha". Bother tme there .. touz 

hundred t1ny colored 04 t1ft 1I1Ut. Yukee 11014181'1 GlOM u4 uk ., te.t1ler 



if old mistress treated us right. We told em we had good owners. I never 

was so scared in my life. Them colored soldiers was so tall and so black 

and had red eyes. Oh yes ma'm, they had on the blue uniforms. Oh, we sure 

was fraid of em - you know them eyes. 

ttThey said, 'Now uncle, we want you to tell the truth, does she feed 

you well?' My ma did all the cookin' and we had good livin'. I tole my 

daughter we fared ten thousand times better than now. 

"1 come up in the way of obedience. Any time I wanted to go, had to 

go to old mist.ress and she say, 'Don't let the sun go down on you.' .And 

when we come home the sun was in the trees. If you seed the sun was goin' 

down on you, you run. 

"I ain't goin' tell nothin' but the truth. Truth better to live with 

and better to die with. 

"Some of the folks said they never seed a biscuit from Christmas to 

~ristmas but we had em every day. Never seed no sodie till peace was 

'clared - used saleratus. 

"In my comin' up it was Whigs and Democrats. Never heard of no 

riepublicans till after the war. I've seed a man get upon that platfor.m 

and wipe the sweat from his brow. I'Ve seed em get to fightint too. That 

was done at our white folks house -- arguin' politics. 

"r never did go to school. I married right after the war you know. 

~nat you talkinf ' bout -- bein' married and gain' to school? I was house-

kee~in'! Standin' right in my own light and didn't know it.w 
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Person interviewed Annie F!Be 
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Age 86 

.- - - _ .. - - - - _ ... - - - - - - - - - _ .. - - - - - - - - - - - - _ .. ~ 

"I was born 1852, they tell 1118, on the fifteenth ot lfarch. I 

was workint a good while 'tore surrender. 

"Bill I1mm.arson was my old master. He was a captain in Marma-

duke t S al'IIly. Come home on thirty days turlougb. once and he and Daniel 

Cenma.ck got into sane kind of a argument t bout some whisky and Daniel 

Cammack stabbed him with a penknife. Stabbed him three times. He was 

black as tar when they brought him home. The blood had done settled. 

Oh Lawd, that was a t_. 
"My eyes been goin t blind 'bout six years till I got so I can't 

excern (di scem) anythingo 

"Old miss used to box me OTer the head mightily and the colored 

folks used to hit me over the head tUl seem like I could hear a bell 

for two or three days. Niggers aintt got no senae. Put tem in 

authority and they gits so uppity. 

~ brother brought me here and lett me here with a colored woman 

named Bachael Ross. And oh Lawd, she 'la8 hard on _. Never had to do 

in slavery times what I had to do then. 

"&t the devU got her and all her chi1lun now I reckon. They 

tell me when death struck her, they asked it the Lawd called her, and 

they say she just turned over and over in the bed like a wor.m in hot 

ashes.-
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Interne1rer.' _____ · .... biiiiii"~;;,;.: ••• 'i ..... Be-' .;:;;;;" ••. 'i-at." ......... ;;o,i ...... , ••• ' ............... ' .......... j .... ' ... ' ' ____ _ 

Person intafrl ••• « . . -. ....n •. ,.. " .... ,. ," .• 
400 BloOk.i.it Nuta.' Pine· Bl~:f'. I.rkarlsa • 

.a-. , 85 

.. --------_ .. --------- ------------_ .. _-
"Yea'. I '_~r the war~ I never knowed 1Iky tHY called it the 

"1 lfas born in Union County, Arkansas, t bout a mile traaBear 

Creek, in 1852. That's what rQ' old Dl1stress tole me the morn.1D& we 

was sot free. 

"M7 mtiStress was a DallOcrat. Old master was a captain in 

Marmaduk.' s al"DG'. 

"I used to hope (help) spin the thread to make the sold-1ers' 
, ',4) 

clothes~ Old mistress carcV-ror _. :Wcy limmerson - .... the Ol1lieai 

mistress I ever had. She wanted to send us away to '1'e:zas but old 

master say it want no use. Cause it the Yankees lIOn, they have to 

bring us back, 80 we didn't go. 

"Did they Dip us? Why I bet I can sholf you soars no .. ~ . Old Kias 
" , 

whip me when she reel like f'ightin'. Her granddaughter, llary- loe. 

tried to learn me my ABC's out' ot the old mue Back Speller. •• t d be 

out on the seesaw, but old Kias didn't know what we doin t • Law. she 

pull our hair. Directly she see us and say 'Ih&t you dOin'? Brine 

that book hare!' 

"One day old master oome home on a thirty-day fUrlough. He 

was awful hotMheaded and he got into a argamant with Daniel Car.maek 

/ 
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and 014 »Uiel stobbed him r1&1lt in the heart. :rore he 41e he say t. ~ 
\ 

bury him. by the 8i4e of the road 80 he ee.Jl see the nigger. goin' to \ 

work. 

WI :never sean no Jtu nux but I heard ot t. 'reetlyafter thtt 

ttl' se bl1n4~ I jest can see enough to get around. The Weltare 

gives me eight dollars a month. 

~y mother died soon atter the war ended and after that I waa 

jest knocked over the head. I went to Camblin and worked tor Mr.~ 

Petera. Then I runned away and married ay tirst husband Mlke'Samson. 

I been married twice and had two children but they all dead now. 

Wtaw, I jest scared of these young ones as I can be. I don't 

have no dealias. with 'em.· 

\ 
1 
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Name ot interviewer ____ ~--__ ~1~Mr~~~ ... ~-.~.Be~1~.~~:~i~y~.::~t~.Ie~~.·~ •. ~~~,~~~~-.. ~----------

SUbject_._· ________ .i'ii ...... ·.D!~ ...•..... ·;;., ·.;;,.;~~;;;.:i_=;;~ .. ;;;.~·;.-· ______ -~ 

story ... Information {It not enough space on this pap, add page} 

"I told 'bout old master's death. Jrama had done Bent me out 

to feed the chickens soon ot a mor:nillg. 

"Here was the smokehouse and there was a turkey in a coop. .and 

when I throwed it the teed I heard aamethint sounded just like you was 

draggin t a brwm over leaves. It ccme aroWld the corner ot the SlBC)ke-

house and look like a tall wauan. It kept OD. lOin t toward the house 

till it got to the hickory nut tree and stU! sound 11ke dragg1D.' a 

brush. When it got to the hickory nut tree it ch8llged end look like a 

man. I looked and I said, tIt's 01d master. t And the next day he got 

killed. I run to the house and to1d mama, 'Look at that man. t She 

said, 'Shut your mouth, you don't see no man.' Old miss heard and 

said J 'Who do you s' pose it could be?' Dlt mama wouldn t t let .. talk. 

"But I mow it was a sign that old master was goint to die," 

This information given bl': _____ ... A_DiiOOi._1e ..... l!eoiil: .... _____ ( ) 

Place ot resldellC8. ___ 41; ... !l .. " _~;';;" ._. ,;;;,l.;;,;;D. ....... !A .... ft ..... _._t .. , ..... !:!M_.~·;"..;;;;;;m_·Bf_. ;,;;;;t ....... Ar .... ka;ID;;;; ... -.-· __ _ 

OCCUpatiOll __________ H .... -....... 8 __________ Age 86 
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Name of hterT18_r ....... ~ ............... ~:''''''":. ;~'::"!iOooi ••• · .... ::'iIiij··"ioooii" • ..,..f!iio!o· .. 9! ... & .... "iiooiii .•• io-!ii._.,.: .. ··~:;·~:: ..... .' .............. " w....--._; .... ' "\'_-.!~ ...... ... 

SUbject . ....;· ................ ,: ................ -..-_ .............. -.,o;.! ... ,-;;:.;ar;_ .... :f;;.,;. ; "-', ... 9;;,;;t~"'~ ......... ~' .. __ ---."""',-"_. _ . .-. .... ~:....," i ... :·..,..\. 

Story - IntOl'mat 1011 (Ii" not eli011gb. apace oil thia page; e;dd pap) 

8 1 was born with a caul over 1JJ'¥ tace. Old mi •• 

said 1 t hung trom the t.oP at JJri' head ha1t way to Jq 

WShe kept 1 t and when I got b1g 8110UP she 

sa1d, 'Now that's JOur veil, you play with 1t~t 

-But I lost it out in the orchard one d87~ 

~ey sa1d 1 t would keep you tram. .eein t 

hatnt •• -

Th1s intormat1cm g1 '98n 'bl~--_-J:I4,~~!!~a~R.:l)A!i:;l·, .. , ... - '.' ~.! __ ;_: _. _. -:: i ( 

OCcupat10Jl~ _______ k .,;';.;;?;;;;o; •..... ~;., ipoo":~'" ;""",--,,,,,,. _ .. -----......,. ...... ~~i·~ i ~,. 

) 

288 
\ 



Name ot interviewer llr •• Jeruice Bcnrdea 
----~------~~j~~~~ .. --~------------

SUbject ______ --____________ ~B1 __ ~~.~~ts-.-------------------
.- ....... , 

Sto17'--- Intormation (It not enough space on this page, add page) 

WWUliam 1immerson t s wite had a daughter we-a born blind, and 

she said it was her husband's tault. She was delicate. you kno .. ~ 
and one afternoon she was layin' d01ll1 and I was sittin t there tan-

nin t her .i th a peatowl tan. lIerhtltibaD.d was layin t there toe and 

I guess I must a nodded and let the tan drop don in his tace. He 

jumped up and pressed his thumbs on my eyes till theY' was all 

bloodshot and when he let loose I tell down on the tioor. Diss 

Phenie said, lOh, William, don't do that.' I can remember it just 

as well~ 

"If1 eyes like to went O1lt and do you know, when her baby was 

born it was blind. It' 8 eyes just looked like two balls ot blood. 

It died though, just lived 'bout two weeks.- . 

This information given b:r _____ ..... 4;;;;!i013;;;;;D_ie ........ Pa~ ...... -.----( 
. ';. .. ' 

Occupation ________ .......... o ... D8 ............ bloiiii!iiii1Di ... 4 ________ A&e: 86 

) 



Intervie.er _______________ Mr __ 8_. __ Be_r.n1 ___ c_e __ Bo __ ._d._D~ ____________ _ 

Person interviewed Yannie Parker 
19O5 1f. Slxth Street t Pine Blutt t Arkansas 

Age gO? 

-------------.. -------------_-...-_---_ .. _-----.. ------------------------------.. -

"Yes, honey, this is old Yannie. I'se just a poor old nigger wait1n' 

for Jesus to come and take me to Heaven. 

ttl was just a young strip 01" a girl when the war ccme. Dr. M. C. 

Comer was my owner. His wife was Elizabeth Comer. 1 said Marse and 

Mistis in them days and when old mistress called me I went runnin' like 

a turkey. They called her I41ss Betsy. Yes Lord, 1 was in slavery days. 

Master and mistress was bossin t me then. We all come under the rules. We 

lived in Konticello -- right in the city 01" MOnticello. 

"All I can tell you is just what I remember. I seed the Yankeese I 

reruamber a whole host 01" 'em come to our house and wanted something to eat. 

They got it tool They cooked it them selves and then they burned every-

thin.g they could get their hands on. They said plenty to me. They sald so 

mJch 1 don't know what they said. I know one thing they said I belonged to 

the Yankees. Yes Lord, they wanted me to tell 'em if I was tree. I told 

'em I was free indeed and that 1 belonged to Miss Betsy. I didn't kno .. 

What else to say. We had plenty to eat, plenty 01" hog meat and buttermilk 

8l'.i.d cornbread. Yes IllS. 'm - don't talk about that now. 

"Don't tell me 'bout old lett Davis - he oughta been killed. Abraham 

Lincoln thought what was right was right and what was wrong was wrong. 
,,' 

Abraham was a great man cause he was the President. When the rebels ceded 

fro;:n the Union he made t em t1ght the North. Abraham L1ncoln studied that 

01{" 
f..l.J" ) 
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and he had it all in his mind. He 1Iasn' t no fighter Nt he carried his 

own and the North give 'em the devil. Grant was a good man too. '!'hey 

triad to kill h~ but he was just wrapped up in silver and gold. 

"I remember when the stars tell. Yes, honey. I know I was ironin' 

and it got so dark I had to light the lamp. Yes, I did! 

!tIt's been a long 'time and my mind's not so good now rot I remember 

old Comer put us through. Good-bye and God bless youl" 
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Interviewer ___ .;;;:Se=m;;u:;;,;el:;;..,,:S::.;· .:.-;T;,:;:8.:"LY,:.lo.:.,:r::...-____________ _ 

Subject. __ · ______ ~IX;.~~~8~1;av~e~!I~ ____________________________ ___ 

story. Birth, Parent s, llaster. 

-1 was born in South Carolina, ~.terloo. in [!"wrence]County, t ce~ Cc , 

in 1861, April 5th. Waterloo is a little town in South Carolina. 

I believe that tellow shot the first gun of the war .. hen I 1fa.S 

born. I knew then I was going to he. free. Of course that is just 

a lie~ I made that up. Anyway I was born in 1861. 

-Colonel Rice was our master. He was in the war too. The name 

parker came in by intermarriage, you see. Ky .other belonged to 
7 
Rice. She could have been a Simms hetore she married. lIy father's 

name was Edmund Parker. He belonged to the Rices a1800 That was 

his master; Colonel Rice and hill were boys together. He went down 

there to Charleston, South Carolina to build breast"."'worlts. While 
,.." '-" 

down there, he' slipped oft and brOUgh~hundred men away fro. Charles-

ton back to Lawrence County where the men was that owned thea. He 

was a businesa man, tather was. Brought tem all through the swamps. 

They were slaves and he brought tell all back home. They all followed 

his advice. 

"Ily mother's name was Rowena Parker alter she married. 

Person rnterview~. ______ ~J~.~K~._P~ar~k~e~r~J _____________ {~d_a_r_k __ b_ro_wn~) 

Address 1002 Ringo ~reet, Little Rock. Arkansas 

Cccupatioa _____ ~_o_rm __ e_rl~y~a __ c_a_rp .. en_t_e_r ______________ ~A_g_e __ 7~6_. __ __ 
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"Colonel Rice was a pretty fair man-- a pretty good fellow. 

He was a colonel in the war and stood pretty high. Bound to be that 

way by h~ being a colonel. Seemed like him and my father had about 

the same number of kids. He thought there was nobody like my mother. 

He never whipped the slaves hims.elf' but his ovel'eeer would some-

times Jump on them. The Rice family was very good to our people. The 

men being gone they were 1ert in the hand~ of the £Stress. She 

never touched anybody. She never had no reason too 

Pateroles 

~atterollers didn't bother us but we were in that country. 
) . 

During the war. most. of the men that amounted to anything were in 

the wear and the patrolers didn't bother you much. The overseer 

didn't have so much power over me th~n. That pretty well left the 

colored people to come up without being abu8'-ed during the war. The 

white folks was forced to go to t~e war. They dratted them just 

like they do now. They'd shoot a po' white man if he didn't come. 

Breeding. 

-My master didn't force men and women to marry. He didn't 

put 'em together just to get more slave. Some times other people 

would have women and men just for that purpose. But there wasn't 

much of it in my country. 

House, Stoak, Pa:,·ents' Occupations 

·Our house was a frame building, boxed in with one.by.twel'le 

like we have here irl the coun"'~ry" That was a good house with re-

gular flooring, tcngue and groove. We was raised up in a good 
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house. Old Golonel Rice had to protect his standing. He had good 

stock. Ky father was a carriage man. )Ie had to keep those horaes 

clean and they always 'looked good. '!.hat carriage had to shine too •. 

Colonel Rice was a high atepper. He'd take his handkerchief and 

rub it over the horses hait to ~ee if they w,ere really clean. 

He would always find tem clean though whell the old man got through 

with them~ . He would drive. fine stooke Had s.ome fine horses. Gould-

net trust 'ea with just anybodyo_ 

-My mother was cook. She helped f(rs. Rice take care of the 

kids, and cooked around the house. She took care of her kids, too. 

-The house we was born and bred in was built for a carriage 

house, but somehow or 'notherthey give it to us to live ino .y 

mother being a coo~, she got what she wanted. That was a good 

house too. It was sealed. It had good floors. It had two rooms. 

It had about three windows and good doors to each room. 

"'We had just common furniture. lUggers didn't have much then. 

My father was a good meohanic though and he would make anything he 

wanted. We didn't have much, just common things • But all my people 

Vlere mechanics, hal"n:e~s,lIlti,~_~r~...Q,~,- they eould make any

tb.ing. Young Sam Parker cO,u,ld make any kind of shoe. He made sho es 

for the white folks; Young Jacob was a blackSJdth; he made horse-

shoes and anything else out of iron. He may still be living. In 

fact, he made anything' he could get his hancla on. )(y young uncles 

on my mother's aide, I don't know much about them, because they 

were all mechanics. lIy grandfather 011 my mother's side could make 

baskets -- any kind--could make baskets that would hold water. 



jiiIP 

"Uyfather had thirteen children. Three o.t them are 11v-ing 

now. lly brother l1"e8 here in the city. He was born during the 

war and his mother was supposed to l:8 tltee when he was born. 

Right Af'ter t he War 

-rhatts what my mother told me. I can remember a long ways 

back myself'. After the liar, it waan tt long before they b egan to 

open up schools+ They used to run school three or four months a 

year. Both white and oolored in the country had about three or 

four months. That is all they had. There wer.ntt so very many 

white folks that took a.n interest in education during slave time. 

Colored people got jus·t about as much as they did right atter the 

war. What time we went to school we went the whole day. We 

would come home and work in the evening like. We had pretty fair 

teachers. All white then at first. They didntt have no colored 

till afterwards. It .they did. they had 80 few, I never heard ot 

them. 

*The first teacher I had was Katie Ihitetold (white). That 

was in waterloo. Kiss Richardson was our next teacher. She was 

white too. We went to school two terms under white women. Atter 

that we began to ~t tea.chers· f'ro. Columbia, South Carolina, where 

the normal school was. 

~e white teachers who taught us were people who had been 

'It 
raised right around waterloo. We never had no Northen teachers 

. '" 
as I knows ot. Our. first colored teacher was Murry ~ns. He 

was a preacher. He was one ot our leading preachers too. 

4. 245 
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After him our colored women began to c.ome in and stand examination 

wasnttso hard at that time, but they made a good showing- There 

were good scholars. 

-r went to school too mucho- I went to school at Philander 

Smith Goll~ge some, too. I went °a good piece in school. Come pretty 
~y' () 

near finishing the English course(high ,sQhool) • I finished Good ? 
.• ~ 5t'-

Brown's. wGrammer of Gr~rs t • Pro te scr Backensto (the spelling is ,. 
the interviewer'a) sent away and got it and sold it to us'. We was his 

students ~ He waS a white man from the North and a good scholar. We 

got in those grammars and got the same lessons they give hta when he 

was in school -- nine pages a lesson and we had to repeat that lessoD 

three times. When my mother died, I Waf! ott ill the normal school. 

-Right after the war, my parents farmed. He followed his trade. 

That always gave us something to eat you know. When we farmed, we 

sharecropped -- a third and a fourth--that is, we got a third of the 

cotton and a fourth of the corn. Potatoes and things like that went 

free. All women got an acre free. My mother always got an acre and 
S 

she worked it good too. ~e always had her bale of cotton. And if 

she didntt have a bale, she laid it, next to the white folks' and ~ade 

it out. They knew it and they didn't care. She stood well with the 

white people. Helped allot 'em raise their ohildren, and they all 

liked that. 

-I went along with my father whenever he had a big job and needed 

help. I got to be as good a carpenter as he was. 
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-I married out here. About eighty-five. People were emigrating 

to this country. There cas a boma to emigrating t~en. Emigrating was 

a little dangerous when a man was trying to get hands. White folks 

would lay traps and kill men that were taking away their hands-- they 

would kill white just as quick as they would black. I started out 

under a white man -- I can't remember his name. He turned me over to 

Madden, a colored man who was raised in waterloo. We came from there to 

GreenwoodJSouth Carolina where everything was straight. Atter that 

we had nothing to do but get on 'the train and keep coming. .e was with 

our agent then and we had no more trouble atter that. 

-I got oft at Brinkley over at Minor Gregory's farm. He needed 

hands then and was glad to 8't us. He is dea.d now. I stayed in Brinkley 

the space of about a year. Then he gave us transportation to Little 

Rock. The train came trom Memphis, and we struck out for Little Rock. 

I married atter I come to Little Rock. I forget what year. But any

wa.y my wife is dead and gone and all the children. So I'm single now. 

Opinions of t he Present 

-I think times are about dead now. Things ought toget better. 

I believe things are go ing to get better for all of us. People have 

got to think more. People have got to get together more. war doesn't 

always make thing better. It didn't atter the Civil War. And it 

didn't after the World \far. The young people are all right in their 

way. It would just take another war to learn tem a leeson. 

Support 



-I can't do any work now. I get a little help from the wel

fare. It doesn't coma regular. I need a check right now. I 

think it's due now. But they haven't sent it out yet. 'rhat ia, 

1 haven·t got i~. 

Itt tm a Ohristian. All W family were Kethodists. I be long 

to Vealey. 

7. 248 
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In t ervievv er Mary D.Hudgins 

Person Interviewed ___ 1U_d~'y~P~a_r_k_e_r __________ Aged 

Home _ .... 6;;...18.;;.....W.;.;.;;;8..;;;.d..;;.e.....;:;.S...;;;tr--.ee.;;;.t..;;.. ",,' ...;H;;;;.O_t~S .. ;p ... r .... l;;...n~g"""s_,,-!O._A:r __ k...;. ____ _ 

For l.ocation. of Wade street. see interview 

with Emma sanderson. 

AS the interviewer walked down Silver Street 

a saddle colored girl. came out on a porch for a 

loan of wood. 

"I beg your pardon," she began, pausing, 

"can you tell me where I will find Emma sanderson ,. 

ftI sure can." The girl left the porch and came 

out to the street. "I'll walk down with you and show 

you. ,That way it'll be easier. Kind of cold, ain't 

it' 1" 

"It surely is," this from the interviewer. 

"Isn't it too cold for you, can't you just tell me' I 

think I can find it.- The gir~ had expected to be on~y 

on the porch and didn't have a coat. 

"No, ma'am. It's all right. NOW we're far enough 

for you to see. You see those two houses j am up against 

one and 'tother ? Well Miz Parker lives in the one this 

way_ I goes down to look after her most every day. That.'s 

where youtll find her.---No matrun---ttwaren't no bother." 
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dudy Parker Hudgins 

The gate sagged slightly at the house "this way" 

of the "two jm up against one and ttother.- A large slab 

from an oak log in the front yard near a woodpile bore 

mute evidence of many an ax blow. (stove wood is generally 

split in the rural south ---one end of the"stick" resting 

against the ground, the other atop a small log.) 

up a couple of rickety steps the interviewer climbed. 

She knocked three times. Vlhen she was hadeto enter she opened 

the dOJ)r to find an old women si tting neE-I a wood stove 

co;nbing her long, white hair. 

Mrs. Parker was expecting the visit. A few days before 

the interviewer had bad 8. visit from a couple ot colored 

wO:Jen who had n heard tell how you is investigating the old 

people.----been trying to get on old age pension for a long 

time---glad you come to get us on.-------NO ? Oh , I see 

you is the Townsend woman." ( An explanation of her true 

capacity was almost impossible for the interviewer) 

Mrs. Parker, however, seemed to comprehend the idea 

perfectly. She expecteu nothing saYe the ehance to tell her 

story. Her joy at the gift of a qu~ter ( the amount the 

interviewer set aside from her salery for each interviewee) 

Was pitiful. Evidently it had been a long time since she had 

possessed a similar sum to spend exactly as she pleased. 

250 
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3 JUiy Parker mary D. Hl1dgin s 

wI don't rightly know how old I,is. Kf mother use4 to 

tell me'that I was a little babT. six months old when our 

master, 10e Potts was his name got ready to clear out 01' 
) , 

Florida~ You see he had heard tell or the war scare. SO 

he started drifting out of the way_ ht it didn't take him. 

long atter he made ap his mind. He was a right decided 

man, Mister ~oe was. 

HOW did we like him? Well. he was always good to us. 

He was wel1 thought 01'. Seemed to be a pretty elever ~DJ 

Ml'. J"oe did." ( .Clever" in plantation language like ·smart

refers m.ore to muscular than mental activity. They might 

alm.o st be used a.s synonJIllS for "hard working- on the ]a bor 

level.) 

So Mr. doe got re~dy to go to 'fexas. Law. M:i,ss, I 

don tt rightly mow whether he had a family or not. Never 
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heard my Mother say. .Anyhow he come through A;r.-k~nsas intending 

to drift on out into 'rexas. But when he got near the border 

'twix't and between Arkansas and Texas he stopped. The talk 

about war had about settled down~ So he stopped. He stopped 

near \'vher(c: the big bridge is. You know wltere Little River 

County is don't '10;11 He stopped a,nd he sta. ted to work'- started 

to m.ake a crop. 'tJourse I can't remember none about thet. ;rust 

what my Mother told me. But I remembers him from later. 



J'ud'g parker 

He went at it the gooci way. settled doWlt and tried te 

a home. They put in a crop and got along pretty good~ 

Ti:ne passed and. the war t.alk started fleating again. 'J!hat time 

he didn't pay mue:h a.ttention and it got h.1Jtt. It was on a sunday 

morning \'Vhen he went· awe.y. I never knew whether they'made him go 

But I kind of think they must ot. eause he ~]ouldn' t have 

from Florida if he had wanted to go to war. 

He took my daddy with him; Matam---did he take him ~o 

to wait on him----Ji)on't know ma'am, but I sort of think he 

to wait on him. B¢ he didn tt bring him. back. MY daddy 

got killed in the v;ar. "0 ma'am.. I don't rightly know how he got 

Never heard nobody say_ I was just a little girl---nobody 

to tell me much. 

Yes, tb& t we did. We stayed on on the farm:. and we made 

a crop----the old folks did. Mr. doe t 'when he went off t said "Now 

you stcy on here, you make a crop and you use all you need~ Then ycn 
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rest and save for me. He was a right d)ood mat, Mr. doe was. 
:=;, 

NO, we· didn't never see no ficl1ting. There wasn't nothi_.g 

scared of. Didn't see no Yankees until the war was thruugh. 

Then they stated passing. Lawsey, I couldn't tell now many of them the:ce 

We had all stayed on. I Wes· the oldest of my motherts 

ahildren. But she ha d two more after m.e. There was ouf family and 
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my two uneles and my grandmother. Then there was some other 

colored folks. But we wasn't scared of the Yankees. 

was th ere by that time~ They camped all around in the woods 

near us. They got us to do their washing. Laws8Y they was 

as filthy as hogs. I never see such folks. They asked Mr. 

Joe if we could do their washj, ng. Everythi g on the place 

that eome nee.r tho,se clothes got louse,.. Those men was covered 

with them. I never see nothig like it. We got covered with 

the.. NO, ma'am, we got rid of tem pretty easy_ '.Phey ain't 

so hard to get rid of t if you keep clean, 

.After it was allover Master Ioe got reacy to go back 

to Florida. He to:;k Warley and JenIlT with him.. They was 

children he had had by a black woman-----you know folks did 

such things in them days. Re asked the rest of us if they 

wanted to go back too. But my folks made up their minds they 

didn't. You see, they didn't know how theyti get along and 

how long it would taka them. to pay for the tr ip be.ck, 00 they 

stayed right Where they was. 

Lots of tem wen~ to Rondo and some of tiS worked for 

Herb Jeans----he lived farther up Red River~ After my mother 

died I was with my grandmother. She washed and cOt;ked for 

?i,erb J"eansts family. I stayed on with her, helped out until 

I got m.arried. I w'as about fifteen when that time come. 
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MY man owned his place. Sure he did" Owned it whell 

I ~arried h~. He owned it himself and farmed it good~ Yes 

mat~we stayed with the land. He made good e.reps--eorn and 

cotton, mostly. ,Course we raised potatoes and the t:nuek we 

needed----all stuff like that. Yes, rna t am we had thirte81!ll. 

children. Just three of them's living. All of them is boys. 

Yea ma t am we got along good. My husband made good 

crops and we got along just good. But 'bout eight years ago 

my husband he got sick. so he sold out the farm----sold 

out everything • Then he come here. 

Before he died he spent every last cent----every 

last cent~----left me to get along the very best way I kin. 

I stays vdth my son. He takes care of me. He don't make 

much, but he does the best he kin. 

No ma'am, I likes living down in the country. Down 

there near Red River it's' soft and sandy. Up he::'6 in Hot 
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Springs the rocks tear up your feet. If yout s country raised---

you like the country. Yes ma'run, you like the country." 

i!..S she left the interviewer handed her a quarter •. At 

f'irst the old woman t s far; e was expressionless. But she moved 

the coin nearer to her eyes and a smile broke and widened until 

her vihole fc;ce was a wrinkle of joy. 'When she turned in the 
ij..e h'1~J. 

dO::'irway, the intervievier noticed thatAb:tte jammed into an apron 

pocket 'Was clutched into a possessive fist, cradling the 

precious twenty five cents. 
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Interv1e_r, _________ lb_, .;;iii_ .... '" ,_-... - _ra~1 .. _" ........ Be_, "'-iOiii!.a_IL ... " ______ _ 

A.p ·7' 

----------~--~-~~----------~---~~~~~~-

"I was born in t 62. I reckon I was born in slavery times. Dom in. 

Ripley County, Missouri. Old man BillY' Parker was In7 master, and .., youna 

master was J1m Parker. 

"They bought my mother in Tennessee when she lias a chUd. I wasn't 

big enough to remember much about slavery btlt I was big enough to know whe. 

they turned my mother loose, 'and _ caae to I.a:.renee County, .Arkansas. 

ttl remember my mother sayin' ahe had to p101l· lihUe her YOWlS master t 

Jim Parker. was off to war, but I dOll' t lolow what side he was on. 

ttl remember seeint some soldiers ~idin' down the road, about seventy-, 

ti va of 'em. I knOll I run under a oorn pen and hid. I th~gb.t they was 

after me. They stopped right there and turned their horses 100_ 'round 

tha.t pen. I can remember that all' right. They went in the white t"olkat 

house a.nd took a shotgun. I knOll I remember hearin t mama. talk about it. I 

think they had on blUe clothes. 

ttl was goin' on seven lIheh.we came to Arkansas. I know ltd walk a 

While and she'd tote me a while. But we was lucky enough to get in w1 th 

some white people that was movin' to Arkansas. We was comin' to a place 

called 'The Promised Land.' W. stayed there till '92. 

ttI have ta1'm8d and dOll8 public work. I worked nine years at that 

heading t"actory in the east end (ot Pine Bluff). 
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"I used to vote. When I was in north Arkansas, I voted in all kinds 

ot eleotions. But after I oame down here to Jefferson Oounty, I oouldn't 

vote in nothin' but the presidential eleotions. 

ttl don't think the young people are goin' to amount to muoh. They are 

a heap wilder than when I was young. They got a ohance to graduate now-

sor.lsthing I didn't get to do. 

"I never went to school a day in my life, but the white people where I 

worked learned me to read and write." 

Interviewer's Oomment 

This man could easily pass for a white person. 



Interviewer Samuel S. Tallor 

person interviewed .Alm1e Parks 
'1Ib PuJisB §Grad, il"Etie foo1C. Ark8ii8as 

Age About 80 Oooupation Former.., house and field work 

-----~-~--------------------------~----

"I was born and raised in Mer Rouge, Louisiana. That is between here 

and Monroe. I bave been here in Little Rook more than twenty-five years. 

"~ mother's mune was Sarah Mitchell. That was her married name. I 

don't la.:low what her fa.ther's name was. ~ father's name was Willis ClapP. 

He was killed in the first war-the Civil War. 14Y father went to the war 

from Mer Rouge, Louisiane:. I dontt remember him at all. But that is what 

nr.f mother told me aboU'b ~ Jq mother said he had very good people. After 

he married my mother, old man Offord bought hime Offordts name was Warren 

Offord. They buried lWn. while I was still there in Mer Rouge. He was a 

old-time JliUOlle Tllat was lIW' mother· s m9.stel'-in ol~ days. 

"His grandmother took lIV mother across the seas with her. She (his 

grandmother) died on shipboard, and they throwed' her bot\?" into the water. 

There's people denies it, but my mother told me it was SOe Young Davenport; 

is still livil:Jg. He is a relative of Offords. :r.tr mother never did get no 

pension for lI\V father. 

Slave House and. Ocoupation 

If I was born in a log house. There were two doors--a front and a. baok-

and there were two w1nd.owa. It'' mother had no furniture 'oept an old-t1me 

wooden bed-big bed. She was a. nurse all the time in the house. I heard 

her say she milked aDd waited on the in the bouse. ~ fathert s occupation 

was fa.rming during slavery times. 



"Ltv'mother al,YaYs said she didn't have no master to beat on her. I 

liko to tell" the truthe Jq mother's master never let no overseer beat his 

sla.ves around. She didn't s8¥ just what we had to eat. But they always 

give us aplenty, and there wasn't none of us mistreated. 

"!ItY father oould have an extra patoh and make a bale of ootton or what-

ever he wanted to on it. That was so that he could make a. little money to 

buy things for hisself and his family. And if' he raised a bale of ootton on 

his patoh and wanted to sell it to the agent" that was all right. .... 

FamiJ~-""""-"·" " 

"I have a brother named Manuel Clayton. If he's living still, he is 

Y01.t.1.ger than I EllIl4 He is the baby' boy. I doesn't remember his father at 

e,ll. I ha.-d five sisters with ~self and two brothers. All of them were 

oEer than me exoept Manuel. }q mother had one brother and two sisters. 

Her brother's name was Lin urb1n. We always called him Big Bud<\r. He 

hasntt been so long died. ),(y older brother is named Willis Clayton--if' 

he's still living. Willis has a half dozen sons, He is ~ oldest brother. 

He lives \VB:y out in the oountry t round Mer Rouge, 

Freedom 

lilt" mother said they promised to them money when they were freed.e Some 

of JGhem gave them something, and Bome of them didn't. 1tr mother's folks 

d1.ur..1t give her nothin'. The Government didn't give her llothinf either. I 

do:,'t know just vtho told her she was free nor how". I don't remember lI\Yself. 

Patrollers and Ku Klux 

"I never heard muoh about pateroles. ~ mother said they used to whip 

~"OU if they vTOuld oatoh you out without a pass. I heard her talk about the 

Ku Klux a.fter freedom.. 



Sla.ve Worship 

"Ltf mother could al~s go iio ohurch on~. Her slave-time 

preacher W8.S Tam Johnson. Helll."'Y Soates and watt T8¥'lor were slAvery-t1:me 

preachers too. Old man Jaoob Anderson too was a great preacher in slaw 

t:ilIl.e. There was a big arbor where they held churche That was outdoors. --
There was just a wood freme and green leaves laid over it. Hundreds of 

people sat under there and heard the Gospel preached. The Offorde didn!{; 

care how Imlch you worshipped. If I was with them, I wouldn't bave no 

trouble. 

"In the winter time they had a e~ll place to meet ine They built a 

ohurch after the war. When I went; home, eight or nine years ago, I walked 

all 'round and looked at all the old. places. 

Health 
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"You lalow'11J3' remembrance comes s.nd goes. I ain't had no good 

relrtambranoe since I been sicko I been mighty siok with high blood pressure. 

I can't work and I oan't even go out. 11m' fre.id II1l fall dawn. and get 

nwself hurl or run over. 

support; 

"I dontt get no help toept what Ir19' daughter gives me. I can't get no 

Old Age PensiOll.e I never did get nothin! for·llW' faiiher. ~ mother didn't 

either. He 'WaS killed in the war, but they didn't give nobo~ nothint for 

his deathe They told me they'd give me something and then they told me they 

wouldn't. 11m dependent on what llW' daughter does for me. If I was back in 

Mer Rouge. I wouldnlt have no trouble gettint a pension, nor nothinl 

else. 



Slave ~ges on the Offord Plantation 

tllIU mother said they just read t Em together, slavery t:bnes. I th:iJlk 

she said that the preacher married them on the Offord plantatione They 

didn't get no lioense. 

.Amusements 

tlThey had quiltings end corn shucldngs. I dontt know vmat other 8Zmlse-

mer-ts they had, but I lalmv everything was pleasant on the Offord plantation. 

"If slaves went out without a pass, II\Y' mother said her master wouldn.t 

allow them. to beat on them. when they came in. They had plenty to eat, and 

th~' had substantial clothes, and they had a good fire. 

Age 

"I don't know how old I amo I was born before the war. My father went 

to the war when it begun. I had another brother tha. t was born before the 

vrar. He don't rElllember nothint about 1!!3" father. I dontt neither. I was 

too young." 

InterviEJW"er t s Comment 

Allowing for a yearfs difference between the two youngest children~ and 

RllO'\rlng that the boy vms born mn.ediately before the War, the girl oould 

not be younger than seventy-eight. She could be older. She states all 

facts as through her mother, but she seems to have experienced same of the 

thillgS she relates. Her memory is fading. Failure to get pension or old 

age a.ssistanoe fr>resses her mind. She comes back to it again and again. She 

" oarries her card and her commodity order with her in her pocketbook. 
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She had asked me to write some letters for her when. her daughter 

int6rfered and said that she didn-t want it done. She said that she had 

told the case worker that her husband worked at the Missouri Paoifio Shop 

and that the case worker had asmd her if she 'WOuldn't Pl"Ovide for her 

mother. They live in a neat rented house. The mother weighs abouti a. 

hundred and ten pounds and is tall. The daught;er is about the same height 

but weighs about two hundred and fif'by. Tm.e and again. the old la.dy tried 

to convey to me a message that she didn't want her daughter to hear, but I 

could not m.ake it out. The daughter was belligeren:b, as is sometimes the 

cases end it was onl¥ by walking in the very middle of the straight and 

narrow path that I l1'I8ll8ged to get my story. 
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lnterT1ewar _________________ sam ___ u_._l_S_. __ ,.,~·_l_Gr ________________ __ 

Person inteniewd Auatia Pen Parnell 
4Sl.4 11. Seventeenth Street, Little Rock, Arkansas 

Age ?3 Occupation Carpenter 

----------~~~-~-----------------------

Birth and General Pact About Lite 

"I was born April fitteenth, 1865, the dBl" Lincoln was assassinated, in 

Garroll County, Mississippi, about ten mles :trOll. Grenada. It's about halt 

the distance between Grenada and Carrollton. Carrollton is our county seat, 

but we went to Grenada more than we went to Carrollton. L When I got older, I 

moved to Grenada and I come fran there here. I was about thirty-tive years 

old when I moved to Grenada. Abou t 160 acres ot land in Grenada was mine. 

I bought it, but heirs claimed the place and I had to leave. I had no lud 

then I only a lot here and I came over here to look it over. A lady had COlll8 

to Mississippi selling propertT and she had a plat which ahe said was in 

Little Rock not far from the capitol. Her name was IIrs. Pu.tman. The place 

was on the other side of' the !fourche. But I didn't know that until I came 

here. She misguided me. I came to Arkansas and looked at the lot and didn't 

want it. I made a trip over here twice before I settled on living in Little 

Rock. I told the others who had bought property tran her the truth about its 

location. '!'hey asked me and I hate to lie. I didn't ~ock; I just answered 

questions and .didn't volunteer nothing. !hey all quit making their PBT-

menta, just like I did. My land had a rock on it as big aa a bale ot cotton. 

"Mr. Herring thought hard of me because I told the others the truth. I 

went into the otfi.ce one day and Mr. Herring said, 'Parnell, I understand 

you have been knocking on JII8.' I said, 'Well, I'll tell you, Mr. Herring, 
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it telling the truth about things is knocking on them, I certainly did. t He 

never said anyth1l1g more about it, and I didn't either. 

-I rented a place on !Welfth and Maple and then rented aroand there two 

or three times, and finally bought a place at 3704 'l'est 1'welfth Street. I 

moved to L1 ttle Rock lIarch 18, 1911. That was twenty-seven years ago. 

Parents 

"My father was I18JD8d Henry- Parnell. He died in the year 1917 in the 

time of the great war. He was ninety-five years old when he died. His 

master had the same Il8IIl8. My mother's name was Priscilla Parnell. Sb.e 

belonged to the same family a8 he did. They married before freed<a. JQ' 

father was a farmer and my mother was a housewife and she'd work in the 

field too. 

~ gr.andmother on ., mother's side was named Hester ~ell. I don't 

know what her husband's name was. Ily mother, father, and grandmother were 

all from North Carolina. My grandmother did house and field work. 

House 

~ mot~er and father lived in a two-roaa house hewed out of big logs-

great big logs. '!'he logs were about four inches 'thick and tal ve inches 

Wide. It ciidn't take maD.7 ot them to build a wall--about ten or twelve ot 

them on a side. They were .notched d01lI1 so as to almost come together. 

They chinked up the cracks with mud and covered it with a board. 

-I laid in bed many a night and looked up through the cracks in the 

roof' • Suow would come through there when it snowed and cover the bed 

covers •. We thought you Qouldn't mild a root so that it lIOuld keep out rain 

and snow, but we were mistaken. Betore you would make a :f."1re in them d8)"s, 

y-ou had to snep out the snow 80 that it wouldn't melt up in the hou_ 
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and make a mess. lllt we kept heal thy just the 88IIl8. Didn t t have no 

pneumonia in those days. 

"The house had two rooms about eight feet apart. The rooms were 

connected by a hall which we called a gallery in those days. The hall was 

covered by the same root as the house and it had the same floor. The house 

v' sot east and west and had a chimney in each end. The chimneys were made out -
of sticks and lll\ld. I can build a chimney now like that. 

"It was large at the bottom and tapered at the top. It was about six 

or seven teet square at the bottom. It grew smaller as it went toward the 

top. You could get a piece of wood three and a halt or four feet long in 

the boddom of it. Sometimes the wood would be too large to carry and you 

would just have to roll it in. 

"The floors was boards about one by twelve. There were two doors in 

each room--one leading outside and the other to the hall. If there were any 

windows, I can't remember thsm. We didn't need no windows for ventilation. 

"This was the house that I remember first af'ter -freedom. I remember 

living in it. That was about seven or eight years after freedom. My father 

rented it from. the big man named Alf George for whom he worked. JIr. George 
~-----.---. 

used to come out and eat breakfast with us. We'd get that hoecake out of 

the ashes and wash it ott until it looked ,like it was as clean as bread 

cooked in a skillet. I have seen my grandmother cook a many a one in the 

fire ill We didn't use no skillet for corn bread. The bread would have a good 

firm crust on it. But it didn't get too hard to eat and enjoy .. 

!lShe'd take a poker before she put the bread in and rake the ashes off the 

hearth down to the solid stone or earth bottan, and the ashes would be banked 

in two hills to one side and the other. Then she would put the batter don 

on it; the batter would be about an inch thick and about nine inches across. 



She'd put ,down three cakes at a t~9 and let 'em stay there till the cakes 

were firm--about five minutes on the bare hot hearth. They would almost 

bake before she covered them up. Sometimes she would lay down as many a8 

four at a time. The cakes had to be dry before they were covered up, 
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oocause if the ashes ever stuck to them while they were wet, there would be 

ashes in them when you would take them out to eat. She'd take her poker 

then and rake the ashes back on the top of the cakes and let 'em stay there 

till the cakes were done. I don't know just how long--maybe about ten or 

twelve minutes. She knew how long to cook them. Then she'd rake down the 

hearth gently, backward and forward, with the poker till she got down to 

them and then she'd put the poker under them and lift them out. That poker 

was a kind of flat iron. It wasn't a r~d one. Then we'd wash 'em off like 

I told you and they be ready to eat. 

"Mr. George would eat the ash cake and drink sweet milk. 'Auntie, I 

want some of that ash cake and some of that good sweet milk.' We had plenty 

of cows. 

"Two-thirds of the water used in the ash cake was hot water, and that 

made the batter stick together like it was biscuit dough. She could put it 

together and take it in her hand and pat it out flat and lay it on the 

hearth. It would be just as round! That was the art of it! 

"When I go back to Mississippi, I'm gping back to that house again. I 

don't rem~ber seeing the house I was born in. But I was told it was an 

ordinary log house just like those all the other slaves had,--juat a one

room log house. 



heetoa 

"M7 father went to the War. lie was on the Confederate side. !'he,. 

carried him. there as a worker. i'b.ey cut dom all the timber 'round the 

place whe~ they wer.e to keep the Yankee gunboats tr. shelling the. and 

knocking the logs down on them. But them Yankees were sharp. They stayed 

away till everything got dry, as a chip. !hen they cQIIle down and set all 
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that wood atire with their shells, and the wind seemed to be in their taTor~ 

The Rebels had to get away trau. there. 

!tHe got sick before the War closed and he had to come hCll8. His YOWlg 

master and the other folks stayed there f'our or five months lonser. Hi. 

young master was named Tom. When 'fom. came home, he Ai ted about five, or six 

months before he would tell them. they was free. Then he said, 'You all tree 

as I am. You can stay here if' you want or you can go. You are tree.' The,. 

all got together and told him that it he would treat th_ right he wouldn't 

have to do no work. Ifhey would stay and do his work and theirs too. Ifhey 

would work the land and he would give them. their part. I don't know just 

what the agreement was. I think 1t was about a third. .Anyway, they worked 

on shares. When the landlord turnished a team usually it .aa halvea. Bl1; 

when the worker furnished his own team, it 11&8 usually two-thirds or 'three .. 

fourths that the worker got. )ht none of th_ owned teams at that time. 

They were just turned loose. We stayedthers with them people a good while. 

I don t t know just how',long, bu. tit was several years. 

Catching a Hog 

-One time a slave went to ateal a hog. I don't know the name of' the 

manj I just hear rq tather tell what happened, and I'm. repeating 1t. 

It was a great big hog and kind of wild. His plan to catch the hoa 
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was to climb a tree and carry a yeer of corn up the tree and at the same -
time he'd carry a long rope. He had pu.t a ru.nning noose in the end of the 

rope and laid it on the ground and shelled the corn into the ring. He had 

the other end of the rope tied around himself'; he was up the tree. About 

the time he got the noose pulled up around the hog so that he could tighten 

up on itt he dropped his hat and scared the hog. !he hog didn't know he was 

around until the hat fell, and the falling ot the hat scared it so that it 

made a big jump and ran a little ways off. T.hat jerked the man out ot the 

tree. Him falling scared the hog a second time and got him to running right. 

He was a b.ig ~, and the man's weight didn't hold him back DIlch. '!he 

man didn't know what to do to stop the hog. !he hog 1I8.S running draggin' 

him along, snatching him over logs. There was no thin t else he could do, so 

he tried prayer. l3ut the hog didn't stop. Seemed like even the Lord 

couldn • t stop him. '!'hen he questioned the Lord; he said, 'lawd, what sallt .. A 

of a Lawd is you? You can stop the wind; you can stop the rain; you can stop 

the ocean; bu t you can. , t stop this hog. t 

"The hog ran till he came to a big ditch. He jumped the ditch, but the 

man fell in it, and that compelled the hog to stop. The man's hollering 

made samebody hear him and coma and git him. loose from. the hog. He was so 

glad to git loose, he didn't mind losdng the hog and gettin' pu.nianed. He 

didn't get the hog. He just got a lot of bruises. I don't remember just 

how they punished him. 

Ku Klux Klan 

"Once af'ter the liar there was 8. lot of colored people at 8. prayer 

meeting. It was in th.e 1Ii.nter and theY' had a tire. 'fhe Ku nux come up. 

l 
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They ju"t stood outside the door, w:t the people thought they wre com1ag in 

and they got scare4. ~ey diu' t know hardly how to get out. One maD. got a 

big shoveU'Ul o-r hot coals and ashes out o-r the fireplace and threw it out 

over them, and while they 1I8.S dusting ott the ashes and coals, the niggers 

all got away. 

Patrollers 

ttl remember 1117 tather telling tales about 1;)1e patrollera, but I can't 

remElllber them juat now. There was an old song about th_. Part of it went 

like this: 

'Bun, nigger, run 
The paterales t 11 get J'OI1-

'!'hat niger run 
'fhat nigger -rln 
!.hat niger bust 
His Smday shoe. 

Bun, nigger, run 
The pateroles' 11 get you- t 

Thatts all I know ot that. !here is more to 1t. I used to hear the boys 

sing it. and I used to hear 'em. pick it out on the banjo and the gnitar. 

Old Massa Goes 'Way 

·Old DIIl.sa went ott one tiE and lett the Diggers. He told 'am that he 

was 8Oia' to New York. He just 1J8Jlted to see what they would do it they 

thought he was away. '!'he niggers couldn't call the Jl8ID8 New York, and they 

said, 'Old _saa f s gone to PhUa:meYawk.' 

"They went in the pantry- and got everything they wanted to eat. ad 

they had a big feast. 1Ih11e they were feasting, the old man came"1D. dis

guised as a tr81llp.-tace 8DI1tty and clothes all dirty and raggedy. 'l'hey 

eouldn't tell who he was. He walked up just as though. he 1I8Ilted to eat 

,,"" 
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and begged the boys tor sanethillg to eat. '!he boys said toh1Ja, 'Stan' back, 

you shabby rascal, you; i~'n they's anything lett, you get B<lD8j it'n they 

ain't none lett, you get nons. This is our time~ Old_ssa dOJ18 gone to 

PhilameYawk and we're having a big time.' 

tt After they were -through, they did g1 ve him a .li ttle something bu.t theY' 

still didD' t mOl( him. I never did l~arn the details' about what happened 

after they found out who the tramP. was. My father told me about it~ 

1Ihipp1llg a Slave 

ttl heard my tather say his old master giye him two licks with a whip 

once. Him and another man had been otf and they came in. )laster drove up 

in a double surrey. He had been to town and had bought the boys a pair ot 

boots apieCe. He told them. as he got out at the surrey to take his horaea 

ou t and feed them. J(y tather's ::rriend was there with him. and he said: t La t 8 

get our boots betore we feed the horses.' Atter that the master walked ~t 

on the porch and he had on crying boots. The horses heard the squeald.ng 

and they nickered. 

"Master said, tHenry, I thought I told you to teed them horses. Henry 

was so taken aback that he couldn't say a thing. Henry was my tathe~, you 

know. Master went and got his co1fh.ide. He said, tAre you going to obey 1A7 

orders?' About the time he said that, he hit my ::rather twice with the cow

hide, and my father said, tOh pray, master, oh pray,' and he let ~im go. lIe 

beat the other fellow pretty bad because he told him to 'I.e's get the boots 

first. t 

·Old master would get chunk sometimes and get on the niggers and 

beat them up. lIe would have them stark naked and would be beating them. 



Then old lIliaais wau.l.d COJIIe right out there and stop hila. She would a&T, t I 

didn't come all the way here traa Borth Carolina to have BY niggera beat up 

for nothin' .. t She'd take hold of the cowhide, and he would have to quit. 

:My father had both her picture and the old DliUl' s. 

ttl CaD. remember how rq mother uaecl to pray out in the tield. lie' d be 

picking cotton. She would BP otf out there in the ditch a little ways. It 

wouldn't be far, and I would listen to her. She would say to DB: 'Prq. 

son,' and I would say, 'Ilother, I don't know how to pray, t and ahe would say, 

'Well, just say Lord have mercy_' That gave me religious inclinat10ns. I 

cultivated religion from that time on. I would try to pray and finally I 

learned. One day I was out in the field and it was pouring d01lJl rain, and I 

was standing up with tears in my eyes trying to pray as she taught me to~ 

We weren't picking cotton then. I was just walking out. Jq BOther 1I8.S dead. 

I would be walking out and whenever I would get the notion I would stop right 

there and go to pray1n8. 

ttIn slave times, they would have a prayer meeting out i.l'l some of the 

places and they would tarn a pot down out in front of the door. It WOUld 

be on a stick or S<IIlething and raised up a short distance from the ground 80 

that it wouldn't set flat on the grouacl. It seems that that would catch tlle 

sound and keep it right around there. ~ey would sing that old soag: 

'We 1I1l1 cap a1lh1le in the wilderness 
And then 1'. gOing home. t 

I dontt mow any more ot the words of that song. 

: II ;i 
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Karl)" Sollooling 

WI started to school when I was about six or seven years old. I didJL'i; 

get to school regular because J1I.7 father had Plent)" of work anc1 ~e had a 

habit ot taking me out to help him when he needed me in his work. 

~ tirst teacher was a white man named rones. I don't remmaber his 

first name. He was a northerner and a .Bepablican. ne taught in the publlc 

school with us. Hia boy, .Tohn, and his glrl, Louisa, weni; to the __ 

school, and were in clasHs with us. !'he kias would beat them. up sometimes 

r but he didn' t cut up about it. lie 1I8S pratt)" good JI8IL • 

. -Atter hla, I had a colored man naed Il. B. Davis as a teacher. He 

would say to my tather, 'Henry, that 1s a bright bo)"; he wUl be a credlt to 

you if you will keep him at school and give him a chance. Don't make him. 

lose so much time.' My tather would say, 'Yes, that is right.' &t as soon 

as another job came up, he would keep me out again. 

-I soon got so my learning was a help to him in his work. Whenever 8Jl7 

figuring was to be done, I had to do it it it was done right. He never haa 

a chance to get any schooling and he couldn't figure well. So they used to 

beat him out ot plenty when he muld work tor them. One day we had picked 

cotton tor a white man and when the time came to pay ott, the man paid 

father, but I noticed that he didn't give him all he should have. I didn't 

Bay anything while we was standing there but atter we got a....,. I said, 'Papa, 

he didn't give you the right maney.' 

-Papa said, 'How :much should he have given me?' 

WI told him, and he said to me, 'Will you say that to him?' 

WI sald, tYes, papa.' 

-He turned t round and we "ent on back to the place and pa said, 'U7 bo7 

says you didn't pay me all that was comn' to me. t 



WtJhe white man turned to me at once ani Aiel, 'How meh was coming to 

him?' 

ttl told him. 

-He said, 'What makes you thiDk that?' 
" 

ttl said, 'We picked so many pounds of cotton at so much per hundred 

pounds, and that would amount to so many dollars 8lld so many cents.' 

mahen I said that, he fell over on the ground and like to killed his 
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self laushing. He counted out the right money to my father and said, 'Henry , 

you better watch that 11 ttle akilmT-eyed nigger; he knows some1ihiD.g~ y 

Pre .... t Support 

ttl don't get anything from the govermneJlt. I live by eat 11 ttl. I 

make at odd joba.-

Note: In thiS interview this man used correct English most of the time and 
the interview is given in his own words. Lapses into dialect will be 
notieed. 



Interviewar. _______________ M1_._8 __ IZe __ =D8 __ B_o_be~rt_8~on ______________ __ 

Person interv1e_d:-___ .;;:Be=n~Parr __ ::.=.I.I",.;;Br-=' n=k=1=.;:e:.iY~tloo..i::J:r=k8;;;:;Jl::.:s::;;;a:;::8:-__ _ 

Ail!. 85 next March (1938) 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
ttl was born in Tennessee ~lose to Riple7. 1fy master was Charles Warpoo 

and Catherine Warpoo. They had three boys and two girls. They owned my 

mama and me and Gentry was the oldest child. He died last year. 117 mama 

raised twelve children. My papa belong to people over on the Mississippi 

River. Their n.ame _8 Parr but I couldn't tell a thing about them. When I 

come to know about them was after treedom. There was 11m Parr, Dick Parr, 
I 

Columbus Parr. We lived on their place. Both my parents was farm h~ds, 

and all twelve children wid them. 

Wlell, the first I recollect is that we lived on the five acre lot, 

the big house. and some ot the slaves lived in houseB around the big yard all 

fenced with pailings and nice pickett fence in front ot Charlie Warpeo's 

house. We played around under the trees all da;y. The soldiers ccme near17 

every day and nearly et us out ot house and home. The blue coats seemed 

the hungriest or greediest pear lack. The7 both come. Kaster didn't go to 

war; his boys was too young to go, 80 we was all at hama. My papa shunned 

the war. He said he didn't give a piokayune whether he be tree or not, it 

wouldn't do no good it he be dead nohow. He didn't live with us doe 

(though). They kept papa pretty well hid out with stock in the MiSSissippi 

River bottama. He wasn't scared cept in , when he come over to see my mama 

and us. When we come to know anything we was free, 

.1: 
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• 1 never seen nobody 8014. None of 'I.'JQ' folks A. 8014. ft. •. tolka 

raised rq mama and they dida' t want her to leave. The tolks raised papa 

what had him at tJoeedoa. He 81.14 him and mama .s married long betore the 

Vlar sprung up. I don't knOll' how they marrieel nor where. Slle ... YG'UIl& 

when they manied. 

a. 

"I remember hearing mama say when you went to preachiag you sit in the 

back ot the church and sit still till the preaching was allover. They had 

no leavilll_ 

"I know whea 1 was a child people raised children, now the, let tho 

grow up. Children was sent ott or out to play, not sit and li8t~ to What 

grown. tolks had to 8Q". No. the children is educated and too smart to 

listen to good advice. fhey are going to ruination. / llama used to have our 

girls 1m1 t at night and she apin, weave, sa.. '!hey wouli tell us how to be 

polite and hOlleat and hoW' to .ort./YOUll8 tolks too smart to take advice now. 

"Mama... was cookiDs at the Warpoo t s hou .. ; she cooked breUt"a8t. ODe 

morn1llg I woke up aad here was a yard :tu.l1 ot 'Feds.' I wu hungry. I 

went through the whole regiment -- a yard tul.l - to mama hard as I could 

split. They didn't bother mae 1 W&a afraid they would carry me ott ao .. ~ 

times. They was great hands to tease and worry the little Negro children. 

"OVer at Dyersburg, Tennessee the Iil nux lias bad. :ratf'erie Segreas 

was pretty prosperous, owned hi. own home. lohn earson whooped him, cut 

his ear ott, treated him bad. H1gh Sheritf' they said was a 'J'eel.' He put 

twenty-tour buck shots in lohn Carson. That was the last ot the KU. nux 

at Dyersburg. !he Nap-oes all lett Dyersburg. They kept leavins. The 

'Feds' was meaner to them than the owners. In 1886, three weeks betore 

Christmas, one hundred head ot Negroes got ott the train hare at Brinkley. 
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The Ku nu 0.8 the 'ta1l. ena at the war, whoop1ng around. It was a tight 

between the ':reda' and the old O1Illers- both .ides telling the Hegee. 

s. 

what to do~ The beat "7 .... 8tay' at home anel work to keep out ot trouble. 

-The buill. hackers kUled Ba;yJllOl1d lone. (black: man) betore the war 
.. 

closed. Wall. I don't know what they ambushe4 tor • 
. . 

-I pa1d Jq 01Q'l _y to .Arkansas. I brought my rite. .... 1'18.5 dead. 
4 • 

-It the Negro i8 a taxpaJ8r he oupt to Tot. like 1Ihi 1:e tol.lca~ IMt 

they can't run the govermaent. That._ 1:r184 out anal' that war .. bee. 

tal.ld.ng about. OUr color has taith in whit. folks and .this is their 

country- I vote some. We got a good ript to vat.. ... helped clear out 

the country. It 1s our home now. 

-The present tt.. 1s too fast. I can't place this 1OWI8 gen.ration. 

"This 1s 'lIlY second wl:te I'm 11 viD& w1d DO.. She' a got chil.clren. I 
'" '. -

never had a chUd. •• geta ti0 ott ot the W.l.tare and I work arn.act at 

pick-up jobs. I tarmed all ., whole lite.-

.. 

" , . 
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Interview~ Samuel S. !Bylor 
< 

Person interviewed Frank .A. Patterson 
906 Chester Street. Little Rock, Arkansas 

Age 88 

-------------------~------------------

"I was born in Raleigh, North Oarolina in 1850. My father was born in 

Baltimore, Maryland. My mother and father was sold into Bibb Oounty, 

Georgia. I don't know how much they sold for. I don't know how much they 

paid for them. I don't know how much the speculator asked for them. Used 

to have them in droves and you would go in and pick tem out and pay dif-

ferent amounts tor them. 

"I was never sold. MyoId boss didn't believe in selling slaves. He 

would buy , em bJ. t he wouldn't sell 'em. It 11 say that much for him. 

Kaster 

"I belonged to a man named Thomas Johnson Cater. 
\ 

Houses 

"1'hey lived in log houses. Some of them had weatherboard houses but 

the majority of them was log houses. Two doors and one window. Some ot 

them had plank: floors. Some of them had floors what was hewed, you know, 

sills. They had stick and dirt ch~eys. Same of them had brick chimneys. 

It depended on the master--on the situation ot the master. 

J!'urn1 tuN 

WThey just had bunks built up side the wall. The best experienced 

colored people had these teester beds. Didn't have no slats. Had ropes. -



They called t em cord beds sometimes. They ~ad tables just like we have now 

what they made themselves. Chairs were lone; benches lllI1de out of planks. 

Little kids had big blocks to sit on where they sawed off- tfmber. 

'".rhey- had what they called a cupboard to keep the tood in~ Some at 

them had chests made out of planks J you kno.. That is the way they kepi; it. 

They put a hasp and steeple on it so as to keep the chUdren out when they 

was gone to the field. 

1'ood 

"'!'hey g1 va t em three pounds ot meat a week; peck of meal, plnt ot 

molasses; some of them give 'em. three to tive pounds of tlour on a Su.ud8.7 

momag according to the size of the family. The majority ot them had 

shorts trom the wheat. Some at the slaves would clean up a flat iD. tu 
bottoms and plant rice ia it. That was where they would allow the slaves to 

have truck patches. 

·Some tew of them had chickens that was allowed to have the. Same ot 

them had o'llllers that wouldn't allow their slaves to own chickens. They 

never allowed them to have hogs or cows. Wherever there was a family- that 

had a whole lot of children they would allow them to have a cow to Bdlk tor 

to get mil~ for their children. They c.laimed the cow, but the master was 
-

the owner ot it. It belonged to hiDi. He would just, let them milk it. He 

would just let them raise their children oft at the milk it gave. 

Clothes 

"There was no child ever had a pair ot shoes until he got old enough to 

go lnthe field. That was when he was twelve years old. That is about all 

I know about It. 
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echool1D& 

'It! never "ent to schoo~ in rqllt.. I got hold ot one ot them old blue, 

back s;pe1l1l1~ book8~ My youn, boss gaTelt tome atter I _sf'ree~ Be told 

me that I, was tree now and I had to thlnk and act tor m.yse~t. 

Sips ot War 

ItBetore the War I sa .. the elements all red as blood and I saw atter 

that a great comet; and they said there was going to be a war. 

Jlemories ot the Pre.;.war Campalgn 

"Ihen Fillmore J Buchanan,' and Lincoln ran tor President one ot" my 014 
. i . 

bosses said t 'Hurrah tor Buchanan,' and I sald" 'Hurrah tor L1ncoln~' One 

of I'II'f mistresses said. '1b.7 do you s8.7, 'Hurrah tor Lincoln?' And, 'I aaid.. 

'Because he's gain' to set me tree.' 

"na-ing that campa1gn,Lincoln came to Borth Carolina and ate brealc-

fast, with my master. In those days, the kitchen was ott trcm the houae. 

They had tor breakfast ham w1 th cream gravy made out ot sweet milk and theT 

had biscults, poached egga on toast, cotf'ee and tea, and grits. !'hey had 

waffles and honey and maple s~p. !nat was what they had tor break a 

fa.st. 

"He told my old boss, that our sons are ' eel vin ' chlldren by slaves and 

buyin t and sellin t our own bl.ood and" it will have to be stopped. .And, that 

is what I know about that~ 

Betugeeing 

-At the close ot the War, we had retugeed down in Houston Oounty in 

Georgi~ 

·{. 



, War Memories 

"Sherman's 8.l'.'my' came through there looking tor Jett Davis, and they 
i 
i 

told me that they wasn't rifjltin' any mere,--that I was tree. 

~ey said, 'You ain't got no master and no mistress.' Theyet dinner 

there. All the old t'olks went upstaira and turned the house over to me and 

the cook. .And they at di.nner. One or them said, 'My little man, bring 

your hat 'round now and we are going to pay you, t and they passed the hat 

'round and give me a hat full ot' money. I thought it wasn't no good and I 

carried it' and give it to my old mistress, but it was good. 

"They asked me it I had eVer seen Jerr Davis. I said 'No.' Then they 

said, 'That's h~ sittin' there.' He had ona black dress and a pair ot 

boots and :\ mantilla over his shoulders and a Qllaker bonnet aI;l.d a black 

veil. 

"They got up :tram the dining table and Sherman ordered them to 'Re-

cover arms. t He had on a big black hat f'tlll or eagles and he had stars and 

stripes all 9ver him. That was Sherman's artillerr. They had mules with 

pots and skillets, andtry1ng pans, and axes, and p1cks, grubbing hoes. and 

spades, and so OUt aJ.l strapped on those mules. And the mules didn tt have 

no bridlesJbut they went on just as though they had bridles. One or the 

Yanks started a song when he picked up his gun. 

'Here t s my little gun 
Ris name 1& number one 
Four and ti ve re bela 
W. t 11 slay ,'em as they oome 
loin the ban t 
~e rebel.a understan' 
Gl va up all the lent 
To my brother Abraham 
Old Gent 1. Lee 
Who is he? 
He' s not SIloh a man 
As our' Gen' 1 Grant 



Snap Poo, Snap Peter 
Real rebel eater 
I left my ply stock 
Stand in ' in the mGUld 
I left my family 
And silver and gold 
Snap Poo, Snap Peter 
Real rebel eater 
Snap Poo, Snap Peter.' 
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".And General Sherman gave the CODlll8D.', 'Silence', and 'Silence' roared 

one man, and it rolled all down the line, 'Silence, silence, silence, 

silence.' And they all got silent. 

How Freedom Came 

"They had a notification for a big speaking and that was in ~rry, 

Georgia. Everybody that was able throughout the State went to that conven-

tion where that speaking was. And that is where peace was declared. Every 

man. was his own free agent. 'No more master, no more mistress. You are 

your own free moral agent. '.rhink and act for yourself. t That is how it 

was declared. I didn't go to the meeting. I was right there in the town. 

Thera was too many people there. You couldn t t stir them with hot fire. But 

r~ mother and father went. 

What the Slaves Expected 

"They didn't expect anything but freedan. Some of them didn't have 

sensa enough to secure a home for themselves. They didn't have no sense. 

Some of them wasn't eligible to speak for themsel vea. They wanted somebody 

to speak for them. 

What They Got 

"1 don't know that they got anything. 
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ItrIIledlately Mter tbe'iar . 

"BIght atter the Wat, I stayed with the people that omed .. and 

worke4~ ~ey' si ve 118 two dollars a month and JJ1'1 toad and 01.othe8. I stayed 

wi th them. tive years $D.d thea r quit.· I had sense enough to quit and I went 

to work .for wa~s. I got t1. ve dollars a m.onth. And I thought that was a 

big salary. I didn't know no better. I learnt better by experience~ 

liegoes in Po~i t1cs 

-lust atter the War, the Republicans used to have representati vea at 

the at~te convention.' After the Democrats got in, power, theT knoCked all 

that in the head. Colored people used to be on juries; But they won't let 

them serve now. (Negroes served on local. grand jury last year.) 

Itl knew one nigger poli tlcian 1D., GeorSla nemed I. B. S1DaollS. He was 

a school-~eacher. He never held eaT ott1ee. I knond a nigger politieiaa 

here by the name ot. john Bush. He had the United States Land Otfice. 1IhQ 

the Democrats got in power they put hiJa out~ I Qowed another tellow use4 

to be here named Crockett Broa.. He Ii ved in Lee County, .Arkansas. .ije was 

a Congressman. I dontt know whether he ever got to the White House or Dot~ 

I ain't never seen no account ot It. I cantt tell you all any more now. 

JIemories.o~ Ired Douglass 

ItI knowed hed Douglass. I shook hands with him.. and ~8l.ked with h1m 

here in Little Rock. 'rhey give him the opera houae~ We had the first 

floor~ The w.b1te tolks had the gallery. That was when the Republicans lIere 

in power • 

. "He said: '~el' all. seem to be ~ed and dumbfounded over me .haviag 

a white waoan :for a wi:fe. t He sa1d, tyou all don't knOll tllat my fa.ther ... 

my mo"ther's master and she was as black as a crow. Dontt it seem natural 

·.J 
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that h1s~ory' should repeat it.-ln! he"', otteniwolld,red whT he 11l£e4 -ell. 
. ", .' '." " . ; .. '...... ' . 

a black wanan as .'Bl"T mq1her. I wall .jus'achip otf the old block.' 

Votillg 

ttl voted tor U. S. Gran't. He was the f'lrst.,?resldent we had atter the 

Civil liar. I shook hands with him twice in Little Roek. He put up at the 

Capi'tol Hot'el and I was a-cooking there~ 

ttl voted for McKinley~ I saw him too. I had a walking calie with his 

head on it. That is about all I remamber right now. He was the one that 

got up this gold standard. He liked to put this state under bayonet laws 

when he was working under that gold standard. ,The South was bitterly against 

him. 

OccupatlOJl 
'. 

Itl f'ollowedcooking all my 1i:te. 1 have had the white peoples' lives 

in my hand all m:r 1ite. I worked on the Government l;t, .ichita~ -~, wen't 

out ot season and they built a boat called the Arkansas. I cooked on It. 
'-. 

Captain Griffin was the master ot 1t. When it went out of' serTice,,' Captain 

Newcoma trom the War Department transferred me over to the Xississippi Hi ver 
. . 

on the Arthur Hider (?). My headqu.arters were in Greenvill.e t tissi.ssippi • . 
It was f'ar f'rClll home, so atter nine months I quit an~ came home (Little 

Rock). Captain Van Frank give me a position on a~edge ~at and the 
. . 

people were so bad on there I wouldn't st8Y-. I came away. I lIOuldn't stay 

'mongst 'em. 

Religion 

"1 want you to know that I am a christian and 1 want you to mow I --
ain't got no campranise with nobody on God's word. I ain't got but one way 

and that is the. way Jesus said: 
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Come uato me all ye that are hea'Vyladen, and I w11l give you. reat. 

Be that believeth on me shal.l be saved. 

You all fix a.ytbing anyway you lII'8JL't. I aintt bothered 'bout you •. 

~ people were good ~hr18t1an people.
=: -. 
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.. 
IntervieW8r. ______________ ~M1~s~s~I_re __ n_e __ R_o_be_rt __ a~o~n~ ______________ __ 

Person 1ntarviewed ______ ~X~o~hn~_Pa __ t_te_r_s_Q_n~.~B8 __ l_e_na~._Ar __ k_an __ s~a_8~~----

Age 74 

-----_ .. _-- - ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - ~ 

"I was born near Padu.Hh, Kentucky. Mother was never sold. She belong 

to ~~ster Arthur Patterson. MOther was what folks called black folks. I 

never seen a father to know. I never heard mother say a thing about my 

father if I had one. He never was no use to me nor her neither. Mother 

brought me here in time of the Civil War. I was four years old. We came 

here to be kept from the Yankee soldiers. We was sent with some of the 

Pattersons. At the end of the war mother cooked for Nick Rightor (?) and 

his wife here in North Helena. He was a farmer but his son is a ear, eye, 

nose specialist. 

"I farmed, cleaned house and yards for these Helena people. I was 

jani tor at the Episcopal church in Helena sixteen years and four months. 

7ney paid me forty-five dollars a month. 

"Yes mat am, I have heard about the Ku Klux. Heard talk but never seen 

orre. 

"I never been in jail. I never been drunk. Folks in Helena will tell 

you John Patterson can be trusted. 

"I saved up one thousand dollars, just let it slip. !he present tbnes 

are hard. Times are hard. I get ten dollars and conmissary hetpa. I got 

ens in family. 

"I think mother said she was treated very good in slavery. She didn't 

tell me much about it. 
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"I own a home. It ocme through a will from my aunt. My uncle was a 

drayman here in Helena and a olose liver. I want to hold to it if I oan. 

"It you'd ask me what all ain't took place since I been here I could 

come nigh telling you. We had colored officers here. Austin Barrer was 

sheriff. Half of the offioers was colored at one time. John Jones was 

police. No, they wasn't friends of mine. I seen these levies built. One 

Vias here in 1897. It was rebuilt then. 

"It seems to me the country is going down. When they put in the stock 

Law people had to sell so muoh stock. Milch cows sold f9r six dollars a 

head. People that want and need stock have no place to raise it. People 

are not as industrious as they was and theyaccumolate more it seems to me. 

-"/e used to make our living at home. I think that is the best way. 

"I voted a Republican ticket years ago. I don't believe in women 

voting. The Lord don't believe in that. I belong to the Baptist church. 

"Young folks don't act on education principles. Folks used to tight 

with fist" Now one shoots the other down. Times are not improving morally. 

Folks don't even think it is wrong to take things; that is stealing. They 

drink up all the money they can get. I don't see no colored folks ever save 

a dollar. They did long time ago. Times worse in some wayso 

"I forgot our plough songs: 

'I wonder where my darling is.' 

'Nigger makes de cotton and de 
Whi te man gets the money.' 

Everybody used to sing. fie worked fran sun to BUn; we courted and was happy. 

l1eople not happy now. They are craving now. About four 0' clock we all 

start up singing. Sing till dark." 
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Intervie.er, ________________ ~Sa~~_l_e_l~S_.~Ta~y~l~o~r ________________ _ 

Person interviewed sarah lane Patterson 
2611 Orange Street. North Little Rock, Arkansas 

Age 90 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

"! was born in Bartow County, Georgia, lanuary 17, 1848. You can go 

there and look in that Bible over there and you will tind it all written 

down. My mama kept a record of all our ages. Her old mistress kept the 

record and gave it to my mother after treedan. 

Parents 

"My parents were 10e Patterson and Jlary Adeline Patterson. My 

mother's name before she married was Mary Adeline Hutt. My grandfather on 

my mother's side os named Hutt. My mother's Sisters were Mahala, and 

Sallie. And them's the onl1est two I remember. She had two brothers but I 

don't remember their names. 

How Freedom Came 

ItI was living in Bartow County in north Georgia when freedCBl1 caD,. I 

don't remember how the slaves found it out. I remember them saying, 'Well, 

theyY s all free. t And that is all I remember. .And I remember some one 

saying--asking a question, 'You got to say master?' And somebody answered 

and said, I Naw. , But they said it all the same. They said it tor a long 

time. But they learned better though. 

Family 

"1 have brother Willis, Lizzie, Mary, Maud, and myself. There 

was four sisters and one brother. I had just one child--a boy. 



He lived to be a grom man and raised a tamUy. His wite had three ohildren 

and all or them is gone. 'l'he father, the mother, and the ohildren. Iwas 

a woaul. I wasn't no man. I just had one chUd, but the Lord blessed me. 

I have three sisters and a brother dead. 

liaster 

~ old master's name was John Patterson and ~ old mistress was named 

Lucy Patterson. She had a son named B1ll and a son named Tammy and a son 

named Charles, and a boy named Bob, and a girl named Marion. We are so far 

apart they can't help me none. I know Bob's bo7S are dead because they got 

killed in a tight in 'rexas. 

Crippled in Slave Time 

ItI been crippled all my l1te. We was on the lawn playins and the 

wh1 te boy had been to the pond to water the horses. He came baok and said 

he was going to run over us. We all ran and climbed up on the top ot a ten 

rail. fence. The tence gave 'way and broke and tell down with us. I caught 

the load. They all tell on me. It mocked the knee out of place. 'l'he, 

carried me to Stilesboro to Dr. Jeffrey, a white doctor in slavery time. I 

don t t know what he did, but he left me with :my knee out of joint atter he 

treated 1t. I can't work my toes and I have to walk with that stick. 

Soldiers 

ItI was a tot when I seen the soldiers coming dressed in blue, and I 

run. They was very nice to the colored people, never beat 'em or noth1n'. 

I was in Bartow County when they come through. They took a lot of thingS, 

but I can't remember exactly wha-t it was. I 'tended to the ch1ldren 

then--both the white and col.ored children, but most17 the white. 



Good Masters 

"My' old master, John Patterson, never beat up the women and men he 

Patrollers 

"1 have heard people talk about the pateroles raising sand with the 

niggers. Same ot the Diggers would say they got whipped. I was small. 1 

would hear 'em say, 'The pateroles is out tonight.' 

Ku Klux Klan 

"! have seed the old Ku Klux. That was atter treedom. They came 

'round to my old master where my mama stayed. They were just atter 

whipping folks. Same of them they couldn't whip. 

&lpport 

"I used to get a little money tram Mr. Dent long as he was living. I 

would go over there and he would give me a dollar or two. Since he t S been 

dead, his wite don't have much to give me. She gives me something to eat 

sometimes but she doesn't have any money now that her husband is dead. 

"! can't get up to the Vleltare. Crippled as I am, 1 can't walk up and 

down those stairs, and I can't git there nohow. I been tryin' to git same 

one to take me up there. 

"Mr. Pratt helps me trom time to time, but he ain't sent me nothint 

now in a good whUe. He's right smart 'busy, but it I go to him, I spect 

he'll stir up somethin' tor me. 

iTavels 

"I wouldn't never a lett Bartow County, but the white people mad. 

out that this was a rich country and you could make 80 much out here, 



and we moved out here. We was young then. We came out on the train. It 

was a long time back but it was too far to came on a wagon. I don't 

remember just how long ago it was. 

Occupation 

"1 used to quilt untll my fingers got too stiff. I got some patterns 

in there now if you want to see them." 

Interviewer's Comment 

The old lady took me in the house and showed me about a dozen quilts, 

beautifully patterned and made. She had also same unfinished tops. She 

says that she does not have much ot a sale for them now because the "quality 

of tolks" who liked such things well enough to buy them "is just about gone." 

She 1s crippled and unable to walk with facility. She has a great 

deal ot difficulty in getting off and on her porch. stll1 she does not 

impress one as feeble so much as just disabled in one or two particulars. 

She haa a crippled knee, and both of her hands are peculiarly stift in the 

finger joints, one more so than the other. If it were not for the dis

abilities, as old as she is, I believe that she could give a good account 

of herself. 

I didn't hava the heart to tell the old lady that her Bible record 

is not what ahe thinks it ls. It is not the old original record which 

ller mistress possessed. Neither is it the copy of the record of her 

mistress which her mother kept. From questioning, I gather that the old 

nistress dictated the original record to same one connected with her mother, 
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might have written it out herself on a sheet ot paper. From time to time, 

as new deaths and births occurred, scraps ot paper containin~ them were 

added to the first paper, and as the papers got worn, blurred, and dog-

eared, they were copied--probably not without errors. Time came when the 

grandchildren up in the grades and with sami-.modern ideas copied the scraps 

into the family Bible. By that time aging and blurring of the original 

lead pencil notes,together with recopying1had inValidated the record till 

it 1s no longer altogether reliable. 

The births recorded in the Bible are as follows and in the exact order 

given below: 

Mary Patterson 10-11-1866 
Harris Donesson 3-13- 72 
Lilley Donesson 7-21- 85 
Pearly Donesson 3-29- 92 
Silvay Willi~8 8-29- 84 
Baney Willi~ 11-24- 85 
.Millia A. Williams 12-30- 88 
Joe Patterson 10- 3- 77 
H. Patterson 7-29- 79 
Maria E. Patterson 11-19- 81 
Jennie Patterson 12-24- 84 
Alex Patterson 7- 5- 86 
James Patterson 6-20- 90 
Janie Patterson 1-27- 60 
Amanda Patterson 1-28- 63 
James Rafield Walker 8-11- 99 
Cornelius Walker 7-21 .. 1902 
Willie Walker 11-20- 03 
Elias Walker 7-21- 11 
Elmnat Broe 1-23- 22 
Leon Harris 12-13- 21 

'llie following marriages were given: 

Way Lee Brown 
James Walker Br01lJ'1 

Jennie Walker 
Lillie Jean Walker 

2-26-1926 
2-21- 35 
6-20- 15 

12- 6- 36 

~e name of Sarah Jane Patterson is not in the list. The list itself 

is not chronological. It is written in ink but in the stiff cramped hand 

7 
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to be expecte« ot • ",001 ellUd net yet~horou.PlY i_llar 111 th .. he pe .. 

The eJ8 tixee on the 118M otl.1. Pattersoa. 14' .. 18$0. It doe. not _. 

probable that thia 1- oorrect it 1t la.meant to be ~ 1 .... s.r.h:..
coul.4- giTe no help IXcept to ua.er queetloa' about the .. nper 111 whlOla t. 
record .a. mad •• 

Th ••• cona14eratloas le4 .. to eet the record .e14e In.1ri on 1II1a4 ao 

tar .s Sarah lane PatteraGD.'. aae 18 cODoeraed and to "eke her won. .. 

has a .. ry clear conoeptlon of the ellaDse troa l1ave1'1 to freed.. ,,1' 
mamorie. are blUrred an4 lDdlatlnct, bat ahe recollecta t-.t th1a .. tter 

waa dur1lls alavery' times ud that durlq treedcae It..... that .. hat 

the care ot the 81I81ler ohlldreJl durlaS alaverytd ..... t the t1M ahe ... 

the 801dlera -.rohbg thr.". This ... not durias the tt. ot tree_ .. 

because ab.e 41st1apllhed o1ear17 tJae IU nux tDle. ae would have to be 

at la .. t elghty to ha."f8 carec1 tor ohlld:r'8lU Ker tenaoiou. --r ot a1ut7 

may ha .... 80M foundatlon, theretore. 

)Joreover where writ1ns 1. done 11'1 lead penol1 and hurrledlT, slx 1s 

otten made to look 11ke four and a part ot elibi may became blurred tl11 1'0, 

looka 11ke a zero. !bat.euld acoount for lS4S being transoribed 8a 1860. 
. . 

There would be nothiq unUatal, however, in a Sarah lane and a 18M. I 

neilacted to cOYer that point in a questloD.. 



Interviewer~ ______ ~ _______ Sa~B~le~1~.~S~.~T~!l~l2or~ ____________ __ 

Person interviewed Solomon P. Pattillo (4¥k eown) 
~ .. --

1502 Martin Street, Little Roele, Arkansas 
A9 '16 

Ocoupation ____ ~_o_rme ___ r_=l~l_.....o:t-a-r;:;;--r ...... _t...,\1;.;' 8..,c"!,h",!,e",:,r"",,,:,"",aDiiiiiod __ _ 
small dealer--now blind 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

"I was born November 1862. I was three years old at the time ot the 

surrender. I was born right here in Arkansas -- right down here in Tulip, 

Dallas County, Arkansas. I have never been out of the state but twice. 

Refugeeing 

"My daddy carried me out onoe when they took him to Tous during the 

war to keep the Yanks fram setting h~ tree. 

"Then I went out once lo:u.g after slavery to get a load ot sand. On 

the way back, my boat nearly sank. Those are the only two times I ever 

lett the state. 

Parents 

"14y father's name was Thomas Snith, but the Pattillos bought him and 

he took the name of Pattillo. I don't know how muoh he sold tor. That was 

the only time he was ever sold. I believe that my father was born in North 

Carolina. It seams like to me I recollect that is where he said he was 

born. 

~y mother was born in Virginia. I don't know how she got here unle8s 

she was sold like my tather was. I don't know her name before she got 

married. Yes, I do; her name was Fannie &lith, I believe. 



Houses 

"e lived in old log cabins. We had bedsteads nailed to the wall. 

Then we had them old fashioned cardboard springs. They had ropes made into 

springs. That was a high class bed. People who had those cord springs 

felt themselves. They made good sleeping. My father had one. Ropes were 

woven back and forth across the bed frame. 

ttWe had those old spinning wheels. Three cuts was a day' s wo::~k. A 

cu t was so many threads. It was qui te a day to make them. They had hanka 

too. The threads were all linked together. 

"My mother was a spinner. I4y father was a farmer. Both of them 

worked for their master, -- old »assa, they called him, or Me.8M, Mass 

Tom, Mass J olm or Massia. 

War Recollections 

Itl remember during the war when I &s in Texas with a t8lll11y at 

Moody's how old W.atiaa had me packing rocks out of the yard in a basket 

and cleaning the yard. I didn't know it th8ll. but my daddy told me later 

that that was when I was in Tems, - during the war. I remember that I 

used to work in my shirt tail. 

1tThe soldiers used to coma in the house somewhere and take anything 

they could get or wanted to take. 

Patero18a 

-when I was a boy they had 8. song, 'Run, Nigger. run; '!'he Pateroles 

will get you. f They would IUD you in and I have been told they would whip 

you. It you overstayed your time whell your master had let you go out, 

he would notify the pateroles and they would hunt you up and turn you over 

to himo 



Church Meet 1J:1gs 

"Way long then, my father and mother used to say that man doe en 't 

serve the Lord - the true and 11 vine; God and let it be known. A bunch 

of them got together and resolved to serve Him any way. First they sa.ng 

in a whisper. t Oome ye that lovs the Lord.' Finally they got bold and 

bepn to sing in tones that could be heal-ii everywhere, 'Oh for a thousand 

tongues to Sing my Great Redeemer's praise.' 

.After t"-e War 

It After the war my father f'armed - made share crops,. I remember once 

how S'~ one took his horse and left an old tired horse in the stable. 

She looked like a nag. When she got rested up she was better than the 

one that was took. 

"His first farm was down here in Dallas ~ty. He made a share 

crop with his former master, Pattillo. He never had no trouble with him. 

Ku. nux 

"I heard a g-ood deal. of talk about the Ku Klux Klau, bu t I don't know 

anything much about it. They never bothered my father and mother. My 

father was given the name of being an obedient servant -- smong the best 

help they had. 

~ father farmed all his life. He died at the age of' seventy-twe in 

lfulip, near the year 1885, just before Cleveland t S inauguration. He died 

of TYPhold~e~onia. MY mother was ninety-six years old when she died in 

1909. 

Little Rock 

"1 came to Little Rock in 1894. I came up here to teaoh in Fourche 

Dam. Then I moved here. I taught my first school in this county at Catoe 



I quit te •• hine 'Mea1i .. my aal&r7 _ 80 poor Del the. I want 111. tu 

. butcher' 8 bu.la •••• · an4 1D. thew04 1N.1ne"~ I tamael all the 1Ih.Ue; 
aI' taush" •• h_l tor tw •• t,...... ,..ar8~ I always lias a aucee.aflIl 

teach.r~ I dld., best. It,.ea co.tract to do a job tor teD dollar.~ 
" . 

do as _cb. as though YOll .ere g.tting a huac1i'e4. That w1ll always help 

you to get a better job~ 

aI have tu.4 all "IrI 11te la cormectlon 111 th II¥ teaahiBa. I •• t 
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ato other bua1ne_. 11ke I sa14 • _t ace. I ... a caretaker at the 

Havea ot .eat O ... 'e17 for ... tl_. 
/ . / .. 

val ".postmaster from 1904 to 1'11 at SWet B ... At one t1lle I _ 

employed on theUaited Stat •• Census. 

wI get • 11ttle bl1ll4 penaleD :ao.. I have no otJler _ • • t lllippert. 

:to •• of -788 
-

"The donor sq_ I lon Jq .,.al." OR •• ooant .t .. tara.t.. I ut 

an operatloa aud When I __ h_, I got to .tlrr1n& arGWlel aa4 1 t cau .. 4 
. 

me to haYe • hamorrhap ot the .,.. You 8M I couldD' t atay at 1;M hoapl tal 

because it __ c08tag _ IS a da7 and I dlda t t have 1t. Tlle,. hac1tG take 

one e3"8 01_ oat. Bothl.q cu be done tor th.. bat ... how I toel that 

the laord'. golD8 to let I'le .. e apin. !'hatt. the 'Ir87 I teel abeNt 1t. 

aI have 11 .... 4 hore in this _rld this loqand ."'1' had a tipt Ia 

lQ'llte. I have DeTer .en Idatreatocl b, a white man ill 'aT 11te. I 81.,.. 

kne. Jq pla.. ... telloll. pt mistreated beeauae they get out of theU 

place. 

-I was told I couldll't atay 1a Bat_ .oause that ._ • 1IJt.1te 
.. .~ eo 

1IaJl'. t...... 1 wat there aId the,. treate' "lIh1te. I tr1e4 t. at., 
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111" •• oetlan« taU, ~ _t. ._,.._ -.n4 .... MD _~ I 1Ia4 .... 

th ••. ,. at ... to ..... ta....fte. I "At to. the aher1.tt .... he telA 
. '..' - . ~ 

.. tJul' 1r the,. "re soared to han _ atlQ' at their luae t I COtIld atq at , . 

the hoW u4 Pl"'" hor .. 1D. the 11ftr,r na~. I.~ out 111 the __ . . ~ . 

~ .t I .... 1AT1 teA into 'lui 11..".1. !he, took ea:re ot ., horae u4 , 

teA it oa theT 'nush' .. .,. _al.. !he lUlU _raiag, that 01 ...... aa4 

aunl.a and h1 t0he4 .,. horae tor _. 

WI haft TOW all ., lite. I •• ftr hacl 8Q' VOtiUa abeat 1"~ 

"!U .. nu .... r ' .... n4_ •• obe4y a1 .. e .. r 414~ It .. 11 ..... 
p 

-~ . .. ~ . 
that e-rr'b041 Will ft.,..' ••. the _"ter olaa- rill al..,.. try to help 

u.-
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Interviewer Miss Irene Robertson 

Persot. interviewed Carry Allen Patton, Forrest 01 ty, Arkansas 

Age 71 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ttl was born in Shelby County, Tennessee. My parents was Tillie Watts 

and Pierce Allen. He come fram Lo~isiana reckly (directly) after the 

surrender. ~ mother come from Virginia. She was sold in Virginia and 

brought to middle Tennessee close to ~furfreesboro and then brought to Mem

phis and sold. She was dark and my father was too. They was living close 

to Wilmar,Arkansas when the yellow fever was so bad. I don't remember it. 

Heard them talk about it. 

"I heard my mother say how Mr. Jake Watts saved his money from the 

Yankees. They had a great big rock flat on both sides. They put on the 

joints of big meat to weight it down when they salted it down in a barrel. 

Tney didn't unjoint the meat and in the joint is where it started to spoil. 

Well, he put his silver and gold in a pot. It was a big round pot and was " 

smaller around the top. He dug a hole after midnight. He and his two boys 

James and Dock put the money in this hole in the back yard. They covered 

the pot with the big flat rock and put dirt on that and next morning they 

planted a good big cedar tree over the rock, money and all. 

"Old Mas"ter Jake died during the War and their house was burned but 

Jmaes lived in one of the cabins in the yard. Dock went to the War. MY 

mother said when they left, that tree was standing. 

~ mother run off. She thought she would go cook for the men in the 

camps but before she got to the camps a wagon overtook her and they stole her. 
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The,. broush" her to "phis and sold her on a block. !hey guard •• · her. 
, 

She never did know who they 118.8 nor what .become of them. '!'hey kept her 1Jl 

the wagon on the outskirts of the City nearly a month. One man alway. . 

stayed to watch her. She was scared to death ot both of thea. One ot the 

men kept a jug of whiskey in the wagon and drunk it bUt he neTer would get 

dead drunk .so she could slip oU. 

-.ar. Johnson bought her and when the surrender come on, )laster lousoD. 

took his family and went to Texas. She begged him to take her to nurse but 

he said if it wasn't freedom he would send her back to Master Tames Watt. 

and he would let her go back then. He give her some money but she never 

went back. She was afraid to start walking and before her money give clear 

out she met up with my father and he talked her out of going back. 

ftShe had a baby pretty soon. It was by them men that stole her. B8 

was light. He died when he got nearly grown. I recollect him good. I was 

born close to Memphis. !he boy died ot dysentery. 

"When Jq mother was sold in Virginia she was carried in a wagon to the 

block and thought she was going to market. She never seen her tolks no 

more. ~e1' let them go along to market somet~s and set in the 1Iagon~ 

She had a little pair of gloves she wore when she was sold her grandma had 

knit tor her. ~ey was white, had halt thumb and no fingers. thell she 

died I put them in her coftin. She had twins born dead besides me. !hey 

was born close to Wilmar • .ArktUUS8S. 

-We. tarmed all my lite in Arkansas and .Mississippi. I married in 

MiSSissippi and we come back here before J'08 died. I live out here ud ill 

Memphis. My son is a janitor at the Sellers BrotheraStore in Jfemphi.. JIy 

daughter cooks about hera in town and I keep her children. I rather far.. 

it I was able. 



s. 

-I thlDk YOUD.&tolks, botheolo,: •• shuns work; .. ·l'imes is ruDD!.1 &1111)" 

with itselt. :rolk. is living too fast. '!'hey ride too fast and drinks and 

do all kiadsof meanness. 

".My tather was a mighty poor hand at talking •. He said he was sold in 

a gang shipped to Memphis from New Orleans. Kaster .&lIen bought him. Be 

was a boy. i don't know how biS. Be cleaned tish--scaled them. He 

butchered and ill 8. tew months Mr • .Allen set him. tree. It was Sllrrender 

When he was sold but Mr. .Allen didn't know 1 t or else he meant to keep hu. 

on 8. tew years. When he got loose he started farming and tarmed till he 

died. He tarmed in Tennessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas. He oned a place 

but a drouth come alons. Be got 111 debt and white tolks took 1'1. 

-1 ~ried in )Ussiasipp1. JIy husbaJul immigrated rraaSouthCaroliDa. 

He was loe Patton. I washed and ironed and farmed. I rather tar.anow it I 

was able. 

-I never got no gOT'ment.help. I ain't posing it. It is a tine thinse 

I was in Tennessee when it come on. They said I fd have to staT here six. 

months •. I never do stay.-
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Person interviewed Harr!ett,."~l.~DPa:me 
DiWitt, &iiiisas 

Age . 83 

-- - ~ - - - - ~ - - - ~ - - - ~ - - - ~ - - ~ ~ - - - - - -
"Aunt Harriett, were you borniB ~ve1}'1t1me?" 

"Yes, mam' I was big enough; to rem.ember well, us com-

ing back trom. Texas after weretugeed there whenthefightiDg 

of the war was so bad at St. Charles. We stayed in Texas till 

the 8urr.ender, then we all come back in lots of wagons. I was 

sick bat they put me on a little bed and me and all the little 

ehillllll rode in a 'Jersey , that one of the old' Kegrolll.8.llmlea 

drove ,along behind the wag one , and our young master. Colonel,' 

Bob Chaney rode a great big black horse. Ohl he ,niee-leoking 

on dat horse 1 Every ones and awhile he'd ride back to the 
~ 

last wagon to see if everything was al~rigbt. I remember how 

scared us chillun was when we crossed the Red river. Aunt 
;; 

Mandy said, 'Weerossin' you old Red river today, but we not 
;:J. . 

going to eross you any more I eause we are going home noll' I back 

to Arkansas.' That day when we stopped to cook our dinner I 

picked up a lot little blackjack acorns and 'when my mamm.'1S&W 

them she said, 'Thrawthem things down, ehile. They'll make 

you wormy. 1 ~ criedbecau.se I thought they were' ch1llquap1ns. \ 
. . . t· , . .---

I begged m7 dacid7 to le,s go back tQ Texas, but he said, 'No J 
' ... ~ 

No 1 We going w1ta our white folb.·. I ./ M1 mama and dadd.,. belonged 
.. 

to Col. Jesse Cbane'1,lIDlch of a gentlemtm, and hiawife Miss 

Sallie was the best mistress aaybod,. ever bad., She 11'&8 a 



Christian. I can hear her praying yet! She wouldn't let one 

of her slaves hit a tap on Sunday. They must rest and go to 

church. They had preaching at the cabin of some one of the. 

slaves, and in the ~ertime sometimes they had it out in the 

shade under the trees. Yes, and the slave~ on each plantation 

had their own church. They di.dn't go galavanting over the neigh

borhood or country like niggers do now. Col. Chaney had lots 

and lots of slaves and all their houses were in a row, all one

room cabins. Everything happened in that one room,--b:l.rt)a, 

sickness, death and everything, but 1& them days niggers kept 

their houses clean and their door yards too. These houses where 

they lived was called 'the ,iuarters'. I used to love to wal.k 

down by that row of houses. It looked like a town and l.ate of 

an ev~ng as you'd go by the doors you could smell meat. a fry

ing, coffee making and good things cooking. We were fed good 

and ba4 plenty clothes to keep us dry and warm. 

"Along about time for de surrender, Col. Jesse,. our mas

ter, took sick and died with some kind of head trouble. Then 

Col. Bob ,our young master I took care of his mau, and the slaves. 

All the grown folks went to the field to work and the little 

chillun would be left at a big room called the nursing home. 

All us 1i ttle ones would be nursed and fed by an old mammy ~ Aunt 

Mandy_ She was too old to go to the field, you know. We wouldn't 

see our mammy ~.nd daddy from early in the morning till night when 

their work was done, then they'd go by Aunt Mandy's and g~t their 

chillun and go home till work time in the morning. 

---- ftSome of the slaves were house negroes. They didn't go 



to work in the fields, they each one had their own job around 

the house, barn, orchard, milk house, and things like that. 

"When washday come, Lord, the pretty white clothesl . It 

would take three or four women a washing all day. 

~en two of de slaves wanted to get married, theyld 

dress up nice as they could and go up to the big house and the 

master would marry them. They'd stand up before him and held 

read out of a book called the 'discipline' and say, IThou shalt 

love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, all thy strength, 

with all thy might and thy neighbor as thyself.' Then he'd say 

they were man and wife and tell them to live right and be hon

est and kind to each other. All the slaves would be there too, 

seeing the 'wedden.' 

"Our Miss Sallie was the sweetest best thing in the 

world! She was so good and kind to everybody and she loved her 

slaves, too. I can remember when Uncle Tony died how she cried! 

Uncle Tony Wadd was Miss Sallie's favorite servant. He stayed 

in a little house in the yard and made fires for her, brought in 

wood and water and just waited on the house. He was a little 

black man and white-headed as cotton, when he died. Miss Sallie 

told the niggers when they come to take him to the grave yard, 

to let her know when they got him in his coffin, and when they 

sent and told her she come out with all the little white chillun, 

her little grandchillun, to see Uncle Tony. She just cried and 

stood for a long time looking at him, then she said, 'Tony, you 

have been a good and faithful servant.' Then the Negro men walk

ed and carried him to the graveyard out in a big grove in de 



field. Every plantation had its own graveyard and buried its 

own folks '. and slaves right on the place. 

Itlf all slaves had belonged to white folks, like Otll'S, 

there wouldn't been any freedom wanted." 

• 
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Person interviewed ____ ~wJG-,b~n~·MPra~yn~.-e~·~·-------
Brinkley, '.;rk. 

~e 74 

- - - - - - - - -.- - - - - - - ~ - - - -- - - - ~ - - ~ -
"I was born in Georgia, close to Bowles Spring, in 

Franklin County. My mama's master was Reverend David Payne. 

He was a Baptist preacher. My DWmA said my father was Mon

roe G1assby. He was a youngster on a nei$hboring. plantation. 

He was white. His father was a landowner. I think sbe said 

it was 70 miles east of Atlanta where they went to trade. 

They went to town two or three times a year. It took about 

a week to go and coma. .', 

"From what Mama said they didn't know it was freedoDLfor 

s. long time. They worked on I know till that crop was made and 

gathered. Somebody sent word_to the master, Rev. David, he 

better turn them slaves loose. Some of th.e..,.hands heard the 

message. That was the first they knowed it wa~ freedom. My 

mama said she seen soldiers and heard fighting. She had heard 

that if the Yankees won the war all the slaves be free. She 

set to studyinf what she would do. She didn't know what to do. 

So when she heard it she asked if she had to be free. She told 

Rev. David she wanted to stay like she had been staying. After 

I was up a good size boy we went to Banks County. She done 

house work and field work too and I done farm York. All kinds 

and from sun-up till dark every day. Sometimes I get in so 

late I have to make a torch light to see how to put the feed in 



--

the troughs. We had plenty l1tard - pine mots - they was 

rich to burn. 

"1 uaed to vote but.I quit since I come to Arkansas.-

I come in 1902. I paid my own way and wrote back for mJ 

family. I paid their way too. I got one little grandaughter, 

20 years old. She is off trying to make her way through col-

lege. My wife had a stroke and she can't do much no more. I 

got a piece of a house. It need repairs. I can't hardly pay 

my taxes. I can't work much. I got two cows and six little 

pigs. I got eighty acres land. I worked fourteen years for 

John Gazolla and that is when I made enough to buy my place. 

I am in debt but I am still working. Seems like one old-man 

can't make much.· 
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Interviewer ____ ~M1~a:8_:Ir~8~n=e~R~o~b~e~r~t~s~o~n ____ ___ 

Person Interviewed~ __ ~Lar __ k_i_n~P_a~yn~,_e ______ _ 

Age 85 Brinkley, Ark. 

- - - -- - - - - - -- -- - " - - - - - ~ ~ - - - - - ~ - - -
"I was born in North Carolina. I don't recall my moster's 

name. My parents was Sarah Badyn and John Payne. They had seven 

children. None of them was sold. My pa was sold. He had three 

sons in the Civil War. None of em was killed. One was in the 

war four years, the others a good portion of two years. They was 

helpers. 

ttGrandma bought grandpa's. freedom. My great grandma was 

an Indian woman. My mother was dark brown. My father was toler-
. 

able light. When I was 'small ohild they come in and tell bout 

people being sold. I heard a whole lot about it that way. It 

was great grandma Hadyn that was the Indian. My folks worked in 

the field or anywhere as well as I reoolleot. 

"When freedom come on my folks moved to East Tennessee. I 

don't know whether they got good treatment or not. They was free

dom loving folks. The Ku nux never bothered us at home. I 

heard a lot of em. They was pretty hot further south. I had two 

brothers soared pretty bad. They went wid some white men to 

South Carolina and drove hogs. The white men oome back in bug

gies or on the train - left them to walk baok. The KU Klux got 

after them. They had a hard time getting home. I heard the Ku 

Klux was bad down in Alabama. They had settled down fore I went 

to Alabama. I owned a home in Alabama. I took stook for lot. 

. ',,. 
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Sold the stook and come to Arkansas. I bad seven ohildren. We 

raised three. 

"When my folks was set free they never got nothing. The' 

mountain folks raised corn and made whiskey. They made red corn 

cob molasses; it was good. They put lye in the whiskey; it would 

kill you. They raised hogs plenty. My folks raised hogs and 

corn. They didn't make no whiskey. I seen em make it and sell 

it too. 

flI heard folks say they rether be under the home men over

seers than Northern overseers. They was kinder to em it seem 

like. I was jes beginnint to go to the field when freedom come 

on. I helped pile brush to be burned before freedom. I farmed 

when I was a boy; pulled fodder and bundled it. I shucked corn, 

slopped pigs, milked, plowed a mule over them rocks, thinned out 

corn. I worked twenty days in East Tennessee on the section. I 

cut and haul wood all winter. 

"My parents both died in Arkansas. We oome here to get to 

a fine farmint country. We did like it fine. I'm still here. 

ItI have voted. I vote if 11m needed. The white folks coun

try and they been runnint it. I don't want no enemies. They been 

good to me. I got no egercation much. I sorter follows bout vo

tin'. We look to the white folks to look after our welfare. 

"I get $8.00 and connnodities. I work all I oan glt to do. 1t 
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Iate"lMU'. ______ - __ ' .. ~iiiiii,· ........... l!W .... 'iiiiiii1iiIiiii.' ... • .. iiiiiiiiiiiJ .... · ri.· .;;;,;; ...... ii!ilii' . ______ -'.-:.-

Per .. 

.&p ," 

-I .. bora 010.. to Maooa, Qaorpa....'. old Jlietre •• , 111 •• liar! . 
(Ifaree) Beth .ooUt bruq her 'there tr_ tine. aUe.outer A.tlan~ 

-.Attar amaJic1pat1oa 1I1 .. ·1far1 .a's hubaa4 go1; k111"'~ A. hone 

kleDA 11111 to death. It aQa4 at .""'»1 ad 1t raa 1D. troat ot tile 

hor_. Be hel.4 the hor_ 80 lt oaal4D't ~ It ldCkecl the toot boaN 

cle. ott, ld.te4 hill 1. the _tOllllCh. Hi. boT crawled out ot the bqgy~ 

That t. the ~ .. lalo-.cl !low 1 t happeu4. She di8' 1; hun the 'bo7~lt1. 

~ .. Bu.j-.1a Wooc1a. 

ttpa _at to war wlth hi_ .. tar and he DeTer oame back to _~ .. 

ne.,.r heard trca h1a a:rter rreea.. Be got captured and got to be a 

sold1er and ... t 'WIQ' ott. She didn't _war kIlow it he got kUl.e4 or lon 

hl_ 1fII7 back ll._ • 

.... co0b4 ad kept up the hoaae. 111_ Marl Beth kept a boar41q· 

house 1Ja. KaCOD. tUl WQ' attar I ... a b1g girl. I .tood on a box ad 

washed diahea and drled thaa for _. 

"IIr. Bea .. graD when .e CClllll8 to .ArkaDea.. He got hi. _ to 80 to 

Kentuclq with him. aD4 I heard about Arka"; ... ; .. aa4 __ come to Palen1Da. 

We ooa. in a crowd. A maD. gl .... us ticket. u.d _ C~ bJ' our lone .. 1.,.. 

till _ got to If_..... A b11 crowd came frca DJer.bu.:tg, !relUle._. Me. 

got to talk1q aud found oat we waa hea4ed fo' the __ place 1a J.rta-
, 

188. 

jll'<i 
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IIJfa ta1ke4 a whole heap d 1;_ • .ore 'a other. (1;s...) a~t .1aT8~ 

t1me.~ Dr •• ter d14a'1;taka on oYer her_ch Wheil he tOlUld O11t a'b.e was • 

bal'T81l WCIID. '!he old Dan CrwaptOD. 81.,. her to h1s 1'OlIJlPBt, daughter,_ •• 

Mar1 :Beth. She al .. ,.. had to do ell kiJlds ot work and house turu • 
. -.Attar mama's slavery husband didn't coile back ed she was llv!l1g 1a 

MaCOJl. she teU 111 loft with 8.D.other IIfU1 aDd I __ a pickecl-up 'baD7 ~ .... 

said tiss Marl Beta 108t :tat th 111 her 1Ilaea I .... Dom -but ahe needed her ad 

kept her oa. Said 88_ lU:a ahe thousht .e __ too old to start up de. 

she never had children when her papa 01l11e4 her. ftby dlu't lib _. She 

said ahe could t1"l1st --. but she diuft know l1fT stock. Ua 1fIl8 a black ~ 

Mama was black as I 1s. 

"lI188 1lar1 :Be"th. had a roUDd doubl.. table. Tb.e top table tuma4 with 
-, 

the victuals em 1t. I lalooltad :nlea three t_8 a dirt OTer that tan.. 

-I neTar had a atore-boagllt dress 111 -.y lite till __ boIlgllt _ ODe 

at )fadisoll, ..&rhnaaB. I 1ftU1ted a pure 1Ih1 t8 dress. She sa14 1t _ made a 

good crop she wa_ goiD.g to giye .. a dre~ All the dreSse8 I eVer ha4 ... I 

made out ot Kias Jfar1 :Beth t s dresses bllt I naTer had a pure 8i te ODe. I 

neTer had one bOllght tor me till I 8S nearly gr01lll. I was 80 proud of it. 

When I would go and CClll8 back. I would pull 1t ott and put it d8T. I wore 

1t on. summer whlte and the next summer I blued it and had a new dre8.~ I 

had a white dreas nearly eyery year till I got too old to dress up IIJ.T D.Ow~ 

\1 got a whlte bonnet and apron I weara r1ght now. 

~ ........ sa14 Jfaater Crumpton bought llP bab18s to raise. She was takaa 

away trail her tolks &0 soon ahe Itever heard of tn-. Aunt llat ra1ae4 her 

up 111 A.tlanta aud out on hi. place. He had a place ill to ... lRlt kept thea 

011 a place 111 the cOWlt17. Be had a drove of t~. He hired t18& .". 



\ He hired __ once to a doctor, Dr. lIUlbaD.ks. llama said old master 
., I 

thousht ahe would learn how to have chUdren troa h1a the reason he sent her 

there so much. When they had big t~os 014 lIUter sent _ over there. 

She never seen no money till about treedom. Sb.e loved to get hired out to 

be ott trom h1ae '!heT all had JOUD8 babies about bIlt her. Be ftS cross and 

her husband .. s croas. She had pleasure hired out. She said he didn't 

Whoop much. He stamped his toot. !hey lett risht no •• 

-I hab three girls liv1nS; one here (Palestine), ou at ~ll, aB4 

one in st. Louis. Jly youngest girl teaches music at a big colored school. 

She sends me JJtT JIlOney and I li vea with these g1rls~ I been up there and I 

sure don't aim to live in no oi ty old as I is. It t s too dangerous sloW' as 

I got to be and 80 much racket I never slept a night I was there. I ... 

there a month. She bruns me home and I dis' t go back. 

-I cooked aDd washed end ironed and worked 1D. the field. I do s~ 

work yet. I helps out where I .. 

-!he times is better I think :tram. accounts I hear. !his generation all { 

living too fast er lives. !hey don't never be still a minute.-
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Pine Bluff Distriot8:l1 

FOLKLORE SUBJECTS 

Name of Inteniewer Jlarti. &: Barker 

------------~------------~--------~------. Subject Ex-Slaves - Slavery Times 

stor.y - Information (If n~ enough space on this page add page) 

JIy folks lived in S. Carolina and belonged to Col. Bob Baty and 

his family. 

If I should lay dawn. tonight I could tell when rrr:I folks were 

going to die. because the Lawd would tell me in a vision. 

Just before rrr:I grandmother died. I got up one morning and told 

rrr:I aunt that granma was aead.Aunt said she did not 'Want me telling 

lies. 

Blen I saw another ·aunt laying on the bed. and she bad her hand 

under her jaw. She was smiling. The house was full of people. After 

awhile they heard that her aunt was dead too. and after that they paid 

attention to me when I told them somebody was going to die. 

I'se a member of the Holiness ChurCh. I believes step up right 

and keep the faith. 

I seen ray aunt walking up and down on a glass. The Lawd tells 

me in a vision to step right up and see the faith. 

I ~ living in Jesus. He is coming to Pine Bluff soon. He is 

going to separate the lions fram the sheep. 

I was born in slavery times. I melnber folks riding around on 

horses. 

This Information given by. ....... ___ .....;Ma..;;...;.5lg"",gie Perkins 

Place of Residenoe W. 6th. st. 
-----------------------"------------------------
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Them: days I 'used 'to wash my mistis teet and legs, and sODBtimes 

I would fall asleep against my mistis knees. I tells the young fry 

to give honor to the white folks, and my preacher tell'em to ob~ the 

wbdte folks, dat dey are our best friends, dey is our dependence and 

it would be hard getting on if we didn't have em to help us. 

Spirits - VB and ~ husband moved into a house that a man, "uncle 

Bill" Hearn died in, and. we wanted dat house so bad we moved right in 

as soon as he was taken out, we at~ supper and went -co bed. 

By the time we got to sleep we heard sounds like someone was· 

emptying shelled corn. and I hunched up under my husband scared to 

death and then moved out the next day. The dead haven't gone to Heaven. 

When death comes, he comes to your heart. He has your nmnber and 

knaws where to find you. He wontt let you off, he has the key. 

Death oomes and unlocks the heart and twists the breath out of 

that heart and carries it back to God. 

Nobody has gone to Heaven, no one can get pass Jesus mtil the day 

of his redemption, which is judgement day. 

We can't pass the door without being judged. On the day ot res

sureotion the trumpet will sound and us will wake up out of he gr8.ve

yard, and come forth to be judged. The sea shall give up its dead. 

Every nation will have to appear before God and be judged in a twinklin 

of an eye. If' you aren't prepared before Jesus OOlDeS, it will be iXJ 0 

late. God is everywhere, he is the a1might. God is a nice God, he is 

a clean God, he is a good God. I would be afraid to t ell you a lie fer 

God would strike me dawn. 

Eight years ago I oouldn't see, I wore specs 3 years. I forgot ~ 

specs one- ,morning, I prayed f'or my eye.sight and it was restored that 

mornibg. 

Our marster was a good man. De overseers sometimes 1mZ bad, but 

dey did not let marsters know hOW' dey treated their girl slaves. 
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MY grandmother was whipped by de overseers one time, it made welts 

on her baok. ~ sister Mary had a ohild by a white man. 

To get joy in de morning, get up and pray and ask Him to bless 

you. God will feed all alike, he is no respeotor of persons. He 

shows no extra favors twixt de rioh and de poor. 
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Interviewer Bernice Bowden 
-----------------------------------------------------

Person interviewed Marguerite Perkins 
west Sixth and Catalpa streets, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

.Age 81 

... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - ..;., - - - - - - - - - - --

"I was born in slavery times, Miss. I was born in South Carolina, Union 

County. I was born in MB1. 

"I know I 'member old Missy. I just been washin' her feet and legs when 

they said the Yankees was comin. Old Miss' name was .Miss Sally. Her husband 

was a colonel. What is a colonel? 

"1 got some white cousins. They tell me they was the boss man's chillun. 

"Yes'm, 1 reckon Miss Sally was good to me. I'm a old nigger. All us 

niggers belonged to Colonel Beatty. 

"1 went to school a. little while but I didn't learn nothin'. 

"I use to be a nurse girl and sleep right upstairs. 

"Missus, you know people just walkin along the street droppin dead wi th 

heart trouble and white WOlnen killin men. I tell JOu lady it's awful. 

"I been mar'ried just once. The Lord took him out 0' my house one Sunday 

morning 'fore day. 

tiThe thing about it is I got that high blood pressure. Well, MiSSUB, I 

had it five years ago and I went to Memphis and the Lord healed me. All we 

got to do is believe in the Lord and He will put you on your feet. 

"1 had four sisters and three 'brothers and all of 'em dead but me, darlin. 

"Now let me tell you somethin'. Old as I is, I ain't never been to but 

one picture show in my life. Old as I is, I never was on a base ball ground 

in my life. The onliest place I go now is to church." 
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Interviewer 1I18S Irene Robertson 
--------------~~--~~~~~~~,~---------------

Person interviewed Bachel Perkin., Goodwin. Arkansas 
------~~~--.. ~~~~~---~~-=;;=------

Age ? Baby during the 
Civil War 

- ~ - - - - - ~ - - ~ ~ - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - ~ --
-I was born in Greensboro, Alabama. Sallie liouston and Peter Houston 

was my parents. They had two girls and a boy. They died when they was 

smell but mae ~ey always told me mother died when I was three days old in 

the cradle. I dontt fUr a f'act know Imlch about my own people. Miss Agnes 

took me to raise me :f'ur a house, girl. She nursed me wid her )(ary. :My 

mother's and father's owners was Alonzo Brown and Miss Agnes Br01lIl. Their 

two girls was Jrary and luey and their three boys was Bobby, .Tesse, and Frank. 

Miss Agnes rocked the babies to sleep in a big chair out on the gallery. We 

slept there all night. Company come and say, 'Where the babies?' )(1ss 

Agnes take them back and show us off', They say t 'Where the little blsvk 

chile?' They'd try to get me to come go live wid tham. They say they be 

good to me. I'd tell 'em, 'No, I stay here,' It was good a home as I 

wanted. We slept on the front gallery till Lucy coma on, then we had sheep 

skin pallets. She got the big chair. She put us out there because it was 

cool. 

-I lef't Miss Agnes when I got to be my Olin woman. Didn't nobody toll 

ma of'f'. I knowed I ought to go to my 01lIl race at people. They come atter 

me once. Then they sent the baby boy after me what I 'had nursed. I wanted 

to go but I never went. JI1as lllcy and Miss Mary both in college. It was 

lonesome fo'r me. I wanted to go to my color. I just picked up and walked 

on off'. 
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-.y girl is halt Indian. Itm fifteen years olde):" ~ 11.1Y girl. Then 
--

I married Wesley Perkins, my husband. He is black fur' a fact. lie died last 

fall. I married at rq husband fa brotller's by a colored preacher. -~an 

Screws was his name. He was a Baptist preacher. 

"I never went to school a day in my lit~. I can't read. I can count 

money. Seem lack it jus' come natural. I never learned it at 110 one time. 

It just came-to me. 

"In W~ weather I slept on the gallery and in cold weathe~ I slept by 

the fire. I made down my Olill bed. I cleaned the house. I took the cows 

off to the pasture. I nursed the babies, washed and dried the dishes. I 

made up the beds and cleaned the yards. 

tlJlaster Brown owned two f8l.'lll.$. lIB had plenty handa on his farms. I 

did never go dOG to the farms Dn1ch but I knowed the hands. On Saturday 

little later than other days they brought the stock to the house and fed. 

Then they went to the smokehouse for their rations. He had a great big 

garden~ strawberries, and grape arbors. 

"One thing I had to do was worm the plants. I put the worms ill a 

bottle and leave it in the row where the sun would dry the worms up. When a 

light frost come I would water the plants that would wilt before the sun riz 

and agtin at night. Then the plants never felt the frost. Certainly it 

didn't kill 'am. It didn't hurt 'em. 

"lulane was the regular milk WanaD.. She milked and strained the milk. 

I churned and ttended to the chickens. ties Agnes aot the hens her own 

self'. She marked the eggs with a piece of charcoal to see it other hens 

laid by the setting hen. If they did she t d take the new egg out of the 

nest. 
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"We. had flower gardens. Vie had mint, msemary, tansy, sage, mu.llen, 

catnip, horseradish, artichokes, hoarhound--a1lgood hame remedies. 

"I never knowed when we moved to that tar.m. I was so small~ I heard 

Miss Agnes Brown say I was a baby when they moved to Bolden depot, not fur 

from Clinton, Mississippi • 

. -when I left Miss .Agnes I went to sane folks my own color on another 

3,317 

farm 'joining to thair t~. Of course I took my baby. I took Anna and I 

been living with Alma ever since. What ltd do now Without her. (Anna is an I 

Indian and very proud of being half' Indian.) My husband done dead. 

"I get eight dollars welfare help. And I do get some eammoditiea~ 

Anna does all right but she got hit on the shoulder and about lost use e:e 

her arm. One of the railroad handa up here got mad and hit her. I had 

doctors. They done it a little good. It's been hurt three years or more 

now. 

"1 wiaht I knowd where to find a bed of mullen. BOil it down to a 

syrup and add some molasses, boil that down. It makes a good syrup for 

coughs and colds. 

"I never went to white folks' church none hardly. Miss .Agnes sent me 

along with her cook to my own color's church. 

"lAy husband aure was gocxl to me. lie never had but one fight. Neither 

one whooped. 

~is young generation is going backward. They tired of training. 

i'b.ey don't want no advice. They don't want to work out no more. They don't 

know what they want. I think folks is trifling than they was when I come 

on. The times is all right and soma of the people. Itm talking about mine 

and yo' color both." 
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htenlewr,_. ______ ..:J(r::;: .. :;:.::: ... ~~J::::;;le. ·::W:,::· ::;:. :,;,e8;;....;.;;,;;;;.;,::Ie;::;,;:.;:;..... _____ _ 

Per.a lllterviewecl .11iI.6 Pem 
l.800 eue ~, P1ae ·Jlurt' , kkan ... 

-- ~ - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ - - ~ - ~ - - - ~ - ~ - - - ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - -
.ye. ma' •• I 11ve4 in .lavery t1l1e.~ !hey br0U&u;t _ :troa .na~ 

a ba'DT. riga" here to tllia pla .... re I s at; 1Ir~ Sterliq CoekrU. 

-I don t t kn01l zaekl.r 1fh.en I 1hUI born at I maber baat tlae { slave 
.... ' 

times. Ye ... '.t I do. .After I gre.e. up.... I member the OY.J:_e~ 

I do. I can remember JIr. lJt1ma. I member when he took the haD4. to !'eDS. 

Lan the chUla 8l1d the old tolk. here. 

" .. Lerd, thl. __ a b18 ,1 .. ta"10a • 
.. 

head ot JUsgera • 

.,. mother dOH the milkin' cd the "eavia·. .After tree .1ae.. I wove 

me a eire... Jq JIOther f'1:m4 it for me and I 110ft It. ~.T'd knit stock-
, 

in t s too. Bu.. .011 theY' WMr aUk. Boa't keep Jq lep 'R'III. 

1t1: meaber whe. they tit here ill Pine murt. X II8Ilber 1Ihen 'Jiu'ma

juke' sent word he ... pill' to taka brMk::f'aa1; 111 th Claytoa that .draa' 

and the,. j.8t 1'1 t. I cu. remember that ... '''l'ID&juke.' It certa1al.7.-

'Mumajuke. ' The Bebela tried to carry .. away bu.t the wagon was 80 tD1l 

I dldn' t get in Del I was glad they dida' t. 

the Bebel. and she hid under the cotehouae. I.f'ter the battle was over she 

come back here to the plantati" 

-X had three brothers an4 three aistera ant to ~ and I lDln I 

dldn' t know _ when they c~ lMleke 

I 
I 
I 
I' 
I 

I 
j 
! 
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.. bi, aroQ.4 &8 ~h1s novepipe and was all :rul.lot chains and th1np. 

".&tter tree t1M my tolks ."&)'84 rip" l1eft en4 worked OIl the s~ •• 
~ 

I _ the baltJ chUe 8Jl4 UTer done no .,rk "ill I aniea. lIhd I ... tit-

"..trter the War I W8l1t to •• 001 to white teachers tto_ the Bonk. I 

neTer· .. nt to Dethin' but thea. I ._t till I .... in the tinh grac1'h~ 

WKr datlly' learned .e to spell 'lady" and 'baker' and.' 8ha4y' ton' I . 
I 

went to school. I learned a1.11ll7 ..&JlO'. too. I got oat ot the first reader 

the second day. I coull. just read it right OD. through. I could spell ad 

just stand at the head ot the class till the teacher sent me to theteot 

all the tt.. 

"M7 daddy .as his old mietrau' pet. lie uaec1 ~o carry her to school r 

~ ~ 

all the t1Dle and I gttes8 that's where he got his le8l"Jlia'. 

-A.tter I was DI&lT'ied I worked in the tiel~ Bolled lop, wt .,ruah., 

chopped ant p1cked cotton. 

"1 _ber when they had "hat 'Bachelor' (Broo][s..&Barter~ War up here at 
, 

Li ttle Root. 

"Atter Jq chillun died, I neftr lIent to the tield no more. I just 
., 

stayed round moagst the whit~ tolks nussin'. All the chll1ua I DDS .. d 1. 

married and gro1lJ1 Jlo.~ 

-All this you,apr generation--white and colored-l don't know what's 
. 

gwine co_ ot ...~e poet 8IQ'8: 

'Bach pine a ditt.:t.nt 'AT 
.And all the 40Dwarcl road.' " 
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Interviewer . Mrs. Bernice BOW'den 
----------------~------------------------------... 

Person i!lterviewed Dinah ~ 
--~iOO""'2"""'ifii~"'dl ..... it""iii~,-":!'Pi""·D-8'""'11"'Blii!~;r,fr-,-:Ar:-'-6iiS ....... a-s---

Age 78 

- -- --- - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - ~ - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -
"It se bawn in Alabama and brougltt; here to Arkansas a baby. I couldn't 

tell what year I '\'laS ba:wn 'oause I was a baby. A ohile can't tell what year. 

he was balm. t less they tells him and they sure didn.t tell me. 

"When I'd wa.ke up in the mawnint lIU mother would be gone to the field. 

tlSo:me things I can rEDember good but you know old folks didntt flow 

chillun to stand around when they was talkin' in dam days. They had to go 

play. They had to be mighty parlioular or theytd get a lIhippinf • 

"Chillun was better in the da3rs 'cause the old folks was striot on feme 

Chillun is raisint theirselves to~. 

tI I 'member one song they used to sing 

~etll land over shore 
We'll land over shore; 
.And we f 11 live forever more.' 

They called ita Ivmne They'd sing it in church, then th~f d. all get; to 

shoutin' • 

"Superstitions? Well, I seen a engineer goin' to 'WOrk the oi;her day and 

a black ca.t run in front of him, and he went back toause he said he would 

have a. wreck with his train if he didn't. So you see, the white folks 

believes in things like that too. 

"I never was s.zv hand to play ar:v games teept 'Chiok, Chioket You'd 

ketoh 'hold a hama aa4 ring up. BJ,d one outside was the hawk and some 

inside was the hen and ohickens. The old mother hen would say 



fChiclo-a-ma. ch1ck-a-ma. •. oraaey , erQW'~ 
,want to ·the 11811 to ,wash. IV toe, 
1Ihen I OOJD.e back JII8 ol:dOk.n..... go-. 
'lbat time is it. old witoh? . 
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One chieken was .'posed to get out; aDd then the halrk would trr to ketch· Mm. 

"We -.s more 'ligious than the chillun nonday's.We used to plq 

prea.chint and baptisin'. Wetd put tam down in the water and souse ta and 



rnterviewer ____ ------Ifr;;,. ',;;;s,:;._ ..;;;;,;;;;;.;;; __ ~;:;;.;.;;.;;~ ___ -----

Parson intervie.ed~ __ ~~~~~~-Jl_·~fr-.-.~d~: .. -'-te~,~r-8~--~~-------
1518 Bell Street, Pine Blut"t, Arkansas 

Age '18 

~ - ~ - ----- - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - ~ ~ ~ --

"I waa born seven miles trom Cam4en. 

"I was'leven months old wlutn they carried us to i'exas. 

First thing I remember I was in ~:ms. 

":Wc~us GriDm was old master" He's been dead a long time. 

His wite died 'bout two years ,a£ter the Civil War and he died 

twenty-tive years attar. 

"I 'member durin f of the war he buried his stuft .... -sUverware 

and stuf't--and he never took it up. And attar he died his 

brotherts son lived in California, and he came back and dug it up. 

,"The Yankees burned up tour hundred bales of cotton and taken 

the meat and two cribs of corn. 

"I heerd t am talk t bout the Ku nux but I never did see 'em. 

WJI;y mother said old liars mcius was good to his folks. She 

said he first bought her and then she worried so tbout rq tather, 

he paid twenty-five hundred dollars tar him. 

"Biggest part of my lite I tarmed, and then I done carpenter 

work. 

ttl been blind four years. '!'he doct or says itt S cataracts. 

-x think the younger generation goin t to cause another war. 

They ain t t studyin t nothill' but pleasure." 
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lat.rYi ... r ________ --______ '_· .. =S~.~8~.~,~·!!t=·~1~~=~~ .. -----------------
Person interviewed' . '. . J!.u .• ate. Peter. .,' 

5115 W. l'1th street, Little ,'!lock, ..Irlmnaas 

. _____ ~ ___ ~~ ___ a ________ - ______ ~ ______ _ 

Biographical 

IIar7 Bates feters was born a alave 1&m1alT 50, 1860 in II1ssourl 

s .. where. Her JIOther was colored 8Il.d her father whla, the white parent-

age bauS very evident 1J1 her color sa4 features and hair. She i8 very 

reticent about the tacts ot bar birth. ~e subject had to be approached 

trOll JIIIUl.7 angles and in many ways and by two ditterent persoDB betore tllat 

part ot the story could be go'tten. 

Although she was born 1ll1li8BOl1ri, she was -refUgeed- tirst to II1s .... 

issippi and then here, Arkansas. She is convinced that her mother was so1d 

at least twice aner treecl-.-once in,o MiSSissippi, once into Helena, aa4 

probably- Oll08 lIOn atter reaching Alitansas, JIary herself beiDg still a veJ!'y 

small child. 

I thiDk aha i. mistalts. em. this pOint. I did not debate with her bat 

I croaa-exemined her caref'ully- aDd 1t appears to me tbat there ... PrGba'bl7 

in her aother's m1Bd a confUsed lm01lledp ot the i881W1C8 ot the J'maBcIpa-

tion Proclamat10ll ill lS6I. L1n.coh t S CcapeasatiOD. Imanclpa.tiOll pla 

advocated in lfarch 1862, the Aboli tioll in the District ot Coluabla ia 1868 -----
in April, the armouncoent ot LincolB' 8 Emaucipatl_ intention in JUl.7 1862. 

the prohlbl tiOll or slavery in present and future terri tori •• , JU:ae ltt 186&, 

together wi th the actual issuance ot the -.anelpe.tlon in September 1861. 
3-

and til. ettectiYeJleas ot the proclalatiOll in J'aJmar'7.l, lS., 1IOUJ.d _11 

~;~!~~ 
_~';'''''.~_,A. 
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give rise to 8%1 impression acmg JDaJ17 slaves that emancipatiOll ha4been 

campl.tea. 

-----~------------~ 

J.B a matter ot tact. llissouri did not secede; the .ivl1 War which 

nevertheleas ensued would tind some slaveholders exposea to the full torce 

ot the 1862 proclamation in 186S at the time ot ita tirst ettectiveD8sa. 

lIa:turally it did not become .tfective in many other places till 1865. It 

would very naturally lla})peI!. then that a sale in Jl1ssouri in the latter part 

ot 1862 or any time thereafter might be well construed by ex-slavas as a 

sale atter emancipation. especially since they do not as a rule pay as much 

attention to the dates or occurrences as to their sequence. !his lnter-

pretatlon accords with the story. Only such an explanation could make 

probable a narrative which places the subject as a newborn babe in 1860 

and sol.d attar slavery had ceased while stUl too young to remember. Her 

earliest recollections are recollections or Arkansas. 

She has lived ill Arkansas ever since the Oi Til War and in L1 ttle Bqck 

ever since 1879. She made a l.iV1ng as a seamstress for aWhile but is now 

unable to sew because 01" tadi.ng eyesight. She married ill 1879 and led a 

l.ong and contented married lite until the recent death ot her husband. 

She lives with her husband's nephew and ekes out a living by trammentarr 

jobs. She has a good memory and a clear mind for her age. 

------------------
Slave Atter !Pre.cla 

"117 mother AS sold atter treedca. It waa the young folks. d 1d all tJaat 

devilmant. '!'hey toWld they could get seas money out 01" her and they d14 it. 
" 

She 1'faS pu.t OD the block in ~. Louis end sold d01l11 into Vicksburg.' JI18siasipp~ 
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!Ilea the,. 8014 her ill'o .18Dll, .eJam_. .lnertilat the,. carried _:I' 40D 

..I 1Jlto !fran". (~), bbnsaa. I doD.' t bow whether they so14 her that tu. 

or aot, but I reckon the,. d1d~ Leaat'a7.,".' carried her dcnm th~ze~ .&ll 

th1a .... clone aner treed. .,. mother was oDly tifteen ;yeara old when she 

... sold the first tiDa, and I waa a baby in her ama. I don't know DOth-

1Dg about it :myselt, but I ha .... heard her tell about it iIIaD7 and JDaII1 a 

t1l'lle. It was atter rreedea. Of' course, she didn't know ahe was tree'l 

-It was a good wh1le 'betore '1111' mother realized she was:tree. Ibe. 

noticed the other colored people going to alld tro ad she wondered allou.t 

1t. !hey dida't allow you to go rouact 1D. slaft times. She aalted t .. 

about 1t and they told her, 'Don't you know you are tree?' .ScBe or tlle 

white people too, told her that she wa.:tree. Uter that, tr_ the ..,.} abe 

talked, I aue.s she stayed around there until she could ·so 80lIl8 place ana. 

get wapa tor her work. She waa a good cook. ----
.... 1I18tre88 

Sbe had one big scar on the side ot her hea4. '1'JI.e hair BeYer did grow baok 

on that place. She used to ccab her hair oYer it so that'1t woulda't uow. 

!he 1ra7 she got 1 t was this: 

ItQae cla7 her mistresa 1f8D.t to hi. mas. uc1 len a lot ot work tor 

at mother to do. She .... 0Dl..7 a girl and it waa too Balch. !here was _re 

work than she could pt doae. Sbe bad too big a task tor a child to set 

dcme~ When her old lliatreas came baok an4 her work: was not all do", abe 
, , 

beat WIT JIOther clown to the grOUDd, and then she took one' ot the .killet • ..:.. 

and bust her ove~_,!~!J~."ad with 1 "t-'tr)'ing to kill her, I recko!l. I baw 

.. ell the scar wi til Jq own e,ea. ' It _ an awtul thiDg. 



"M1' IlOther was a house se~ant iD. II1ssourl and Mississippi. lIever 

done no hard worle till she, came here (.Arkansas). When they brought her 

here they tried to make a field hand out Qf her. She hadn't been used" to 

chopping cotton. When she ~1dn't chop 1t fast as the others did, thay 

would beat her. She d1~'t know not~1ng about no tarawork. She had all 

kinds ot trouble. '!'hey just d1dn' t treat her good. She '\lsed to have good 

times in Kissouri and II1ssi~sippi but n()t in £kan.sas. They just dida't 

treat her good. In them days, they'd whip anybody. They'd tie you to the 

bed or have somebod)" hold you d0101 on the tloor and whip you. till the blood 

-Ba.t, Lawd, rq mother never had no use tor Catholics because 1t was a 

Catholic that hit her over the head with tb4t skl11et--right atter abe came , . 

:rood 

"Jry mother said that they used to pour the tood into troughs and g1 ve 

it to the slaTeS. !hey'd glve them an old ,wooden spoon or aomethiq and 

they all eat out ot the same dish or troup. '!'hey wouldn't let the slaves 

eat out ot the things they let out ot. :red them just like they would hogs. 

"When I ftS llttle, she used to come to teed me about twelve o'clock 

every day. She hurrr in, give me a little bowl of something, and then 

hurry right on out because she had to go right back to her 'l'OJ:'k. She 

didn't have time to stay and see hOlf I et. It I had enough, it was all 

right. It I didn't have enough, it was all right. It might be pot 

liquor or it might be just anything. 

-One da7 she lett me alone and I ftS lying on the floor in 

front ot the fireplace asleep. I didn't have no bed nor nothing then. 



The tire must have popped out and set me on tire. You see they,done a whole 

lot ot weaving in them days. And they pIlt some sort of lint on the child-

rene 

"I don't reckon children them days knowed what a biscuit waa. They 

just raked up whatever was left oft the table and brung it to you. Child-

ren have a good time nowadays. 

"People go in , to work heard me hollering and came in and put out the 

tire. I go~ scars all round my waist today I could show you. 

"Another time my mother had to go otf and leave me. I was older then. 
I 

I guess I must have gotten hungry and wanted to get somethin t to eat. So 

I got up and wandered oft into the woods. There weren't many people living 

round there then. ('!'hiS was in Trenton (?), Arkansas, 'a small place not te:r 
.' ""t'\lt . . -

trClll Helena.) And the place was built up much then and they had lots of 
)\ 

wolves. Wolves make a lot of noise when they get to trail in , anything. I 

got about a halt mile from the road and the wolves got after me. I guess 

they would have eat me up but a man heard them howling, and he knew there 

wasn't no house around there but ours, and he came to see what was up, and 

he beat ott the wolves and carried me back hcae. There wasn't nare another 

house round there but ours and he knew I mst have come trom there. 

")(other was working then. It was night though. They brung the news 

to her and they wouldn't let her come to me. Mother said she felt like 

getting a gun and kll1in' them. Her child out like that and they wouldn't 

let her go heme •. \ 

"i'hat must have happened atter freedom, because it was the last Dds .. 

tress she had. Almost all her beatings and trouble came trClll her last 

mistress. i'hat woman sure gave her a lot ot trouble. 
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.Age, Good Masters 

-All I know about my age is what Diy mother told me. 

-The first people that raised my mother had her age in the B1 ble. She 
..R 

said she was about fifteen years old When ~~was born. From what she told 

me, I must be about seventy-eight years old. She taught me that I was born 

on SUnday, on the thirtieth of January, in the year before the War. 

w.My mother's name was Myles. I don't know what her first master's 

name was. She told me I vias born in Phelps. County, Missouri; I guess you'd 

call it St. Louis now. I am giving you th~ straight truth just as she gave 

it to me. 

"Fram the way she talked, the people what raised her fram a child were 

good to her. They raised her with their children. Them people fed her 

just like they ted their own children. 

Color and Birth 

tt«fhere was a light brownskin boy around there and they giTe him any .... 

thing that he wanted. But they didn't like my mother and me-on account of 

my color. They would talk about it. They tell their children that when I 
1 

got big enough, I would think I was good as they was. I . couldn. 't help my 

color. My mother co~ttntt either. 

~ mother's mdstress had three boys, one twenty-one, one nineteen, and 

one seventeen.'- Old mistress had gone away to spend the day one day. lfother 

always worked in the house. She didn't work on the farm in Missouri. While 

she was alone, the boys came in and threw her down on the floor and tied 

her down so she couldn't struggle. and one after the other used her as long 

as they wanted for the whole afternoon. Mother was sick when her mistress 

came home. When old mistress wanted to know what was the matter with her. 
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she told her wh-.t the boys had do_. She oipped th_ &ad that's the wa7 I 

came to be here. 

Sales and Separations 

"My mother was separated from her mother when she was three years old. 
'-

They sold D1Y mother away f'ram JIJ':1' grandmother. She don't know nothing about 

her people. She never did see her mother's tolks. She heard from them. 

It must haTe been atter freedca. ]ht she never did get· no full understanding 

about, thea. Some of' thea os in ICansas Oity, Rimsaa. 1fT grandmother, I 

don't know what became of' her. 

"Ih.en my mother was sold into st. louis, they would have sold_ 

away trom her wt she cried and went on so that they bought 118 too. I 

don't know nothing about it myself', bu.t my mother told me. I ftS just nine 

months old then. !hey would call it ref'l1geeing. ifhese people that had 

raised her wanted to get something out of her because they found out that 

the colored people was going to be tree. !hose white people in lasaouri 

didn t t have many slaves. !hey just had tour SlaTea-lllY' mother, JIJ':1'selt. 

another woman and an. old colored man caUed Uncle loe~ !hey didn't get I 

to sell him because he bought hisself'. Be made a 11 ttle money worlcing 

on people with rheumati~ T.hey would ran the niggers traa state to state 

about that time to keep them from gettingf'ree and to get something out o~ 

thelia. My mother was sold into llississippi atter freedom. !hen she waa 

refugeed from one place to Gother through Helena to Trenton (t) t 

Arkansas. 

"117- mother used to laugh at that. !'he maswrwould do all the 

marryint. I haTe heard her Bay that many a t1Jll8. !hey would call theaaelY88 

, 
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jUDlPiD t ,he brooa. I dOD t t kno. what they did. Whatever the master satl 

pttt th8Jll together~ I don't know just how it was fixed up, but they helt 
--,. 

the brOCllll ud master would say, 'I pronounce you man end rite' or some ... 

thing like that. 

blO.ux 

"lay mother talked about the Kil Klux but I don' t know much about thea. 

She talked about how they would 'ride and how they would SO in and de,troy 

ditterent people's things. Co in the smoke house and eat the people's 

stuff. She said that they didn't give the colored people much trouble. 

SclDetimas they would giTe them something to eat. 
I 

" 
-when they ent to a place where they didn t t give the colored people 

lIII1ch to eat, what they didn't destroy they would say, 'Oo<get it.·· I 

dontt know how it was but the Ku. nux didn't haTe JIllch use for certa1.n 

White people and they would destroy everything they had. 

WI have Ii Ted in Arkansas about all Jq lite. I· haTe been in I.i tu. 

Bock ever since J"anuary 30, 18'19. I don't know how I· happened to JIOve em 

my b1rthdaY'_ )(y husband brought me here for my rheumatla.. 

WI married in 18'19 and moved here frCl.'l'l MariaJUlB.. I had lived in 

Helena before' Marianna. 

Voting 

ItThe niggers voted in Marianna 8lld in Be1ellB.. They voted in L1 ttle Bock 

too. I didn t t know any of thea. It seems l1ke soma of the people d1dn'1; 

make so mu.ch talk about 1t. !heY' Aid, I guess, thOU&h. Ifan7 of the fal'!ll8ra 

would tell their hands wHo they wanted them to vote for, and they would do it. 
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"Them was critical times. A man would kill you if he got beat. They 

would say, 'So and so lost the lection, f and then somebody would go to 

Jud~nt. I remember once they had a big barbecue in Helena just atter the 

'lection. They had it for the white and for the colored alike. We didn't 
A 

know there was any trouble. 1'he shooting started on a hill where everybody 

could see. First thing you know, one man rell dead. Another dropped down 

on all fours bleeding, but he retch in under him and dragged out a pistol 

and. shot down the man that shot him. That was a sad t1m8. Higgers and 
, 

whi te folks were all mixed up together and shooting. It was the first time 

I had ever been out. My mother never would let me go out before that. 

Seamstress 

ItI aiD. t t able to do much ot anything now. I used to make a good 

11 ving as a dressmaker. I cant t sew now 'because ot lDY' eyes. I used to make 

many a dollar before my eyes got to tailing me. Make pants, dresses, 8llY'-

thing. When you get old, you fail in what you been doing. I don't get 

anything f'ran the government. 'lb.ey don t t give me any kind ot help. It 
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lnterv1ewer ________________ ~Kr~s~.~Be~rn~i_c_e~Bo~._d~e_n ________________ __ 

Farson intervie.ed~ __ ~~~--~~~I-o-hI~n~-Pe~t-e-r-s~on~~--~---------
1810 Eureka Street, Pine mutt, Arkansas 

Age 80 

- -- - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

-I was small but I can reInl9mber some tbout slavery days. I was born 

down here in Louisiana. 

-r seed dam Yankees come through. Dey stopped dere and broke up all 

de bee gums. J'list tore tem up. And took what dey could eat and went on. 

Dey was doin' all dey could do. No tellin' what dey didn't do. People what 

owned de place just run off and le1't. Yankees come dere in de night. I 

'member date Had everYthing excited, so my white folks just skipped out. 

Oh, yes, dey come back after the Yankees had gwine on. 

"You could hear dem guns shoot in' around. I heered my mother and 

father say de Yankees was figbtin' to free slavery. 

"Run off? Oh Lawd, yes ma'am, I heered 'em say dey was plenty of 'em 

run off. 

-George Swapsy was our owner. I know one thing, dey beat me enough. 

Had me watchin' 4e garden to keep de chickens out. And sometimes 1'd git to 

playint and fergit and de chickens would gi t in de garden, and I'd pay tor 

it too. I can 'member date Yes'm, dat was betore freedom. Dey lias whippin' 

all de colored people-and me too. 

-Yes'm, dey give us plenty to eat, but dey didn't give us no clothes. 

I was naked halt my time. Dat was when I was a little tellow. 

"We all belonged to de same man. Dey never did t part us. But my mother 

was sold away tram her people--and my tather, too. He come fran Virginia. 
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·No ma'am, dey didn't have a big plantation--just a little place 

cleared up in the woods. 

~e didn't have no wife--just two grown sons and dey bof went to the 

flar. 

-Mars Geor@e died 'fore peace declared. He was a old fellow--and mean 

u.s he could be. 

"I never went to school till I was sixteen or seventeen years old. 

Dare was a colored fellow had a little learnint and we hired him two nights 

in de week for three dollars a month. Did it for three years.. I can read a 

little and write my own name and sort of 'tend to my own business. 

·Yestm, I used to vote after I got grown. Yes'm, I did vote 

Republican. But de white people stopped us fram votin'. Dat was when 

Seymour and Blair was runnin', and I ain't voted none since--I just quit. 

I'Ve known white people to go to the polls wif der guns and keep de colored 

folks tram votin t • 

·Oh, dey was plenty of Ku Klux. I've known 'em to ketch people and 

whip 'em and kill 'am. Dey didn't bother ma--I didn't give 'em a chance. 

Ku Klux-I sure 'member dam. 

"Younger generation? Well, Miss, you're a little too hard for mae Hard 

to tell what'll become of 'em. I know one thing--dey is wiser. Oh, IllY 

Lawd! A chile a year old know more'n I did \men r was ten. We didn't have 

no chance. Didn't have nobody to learn us nothin'. People is just gittin' 

nuss ever' day. Killin' 'em up ever' day. Wuss now than dey was ten years 

ago. n 
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Interviewer Miss Irene Robertson 
--------------------------------------------------

Person intervie\V"ed ____ Lou __ i_s_e_p ... ett __ i_s ..... ,:-B_r_5_D_k_J_ff'I1:.0.0':".' .... A_r_ka_n._s_a_s __ _ 

Age 59 

~ ------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - --
"~ :mama. 1mS born at Aiken, South Caroline.. She was 'FTtUlCes Roten. I 

was born at Elba, South Carolina, forty miles below Augusta,. Georgis.. ~ 

papa was born at Maoon, Georgia. Both nw parents was slaves. He farmed and 

was a Baptist preacher. Mama vms a cook. 

"Mama was owned by some of the Willis. There was threeJ Mike, Bill, 

and Legie Willis, all brothers, and she lived with them all but who owned her 

I don't know. She never was sold. Papa wasn't either. Mama lived at Aiken 

till papa. m.rried her. She belong to some of the Willis. They married after 

freedom. She had three lrusbands and fifteen children. 

tlMtu'Ja had a soldier husband. He took her to JaJTl..es Island. She runned 

o~f from him. Got back across the sea to Charleston to Aunt Anette's. She 

was 1IlB.l1W. t S sister. Mmna sent back to Aiken and they got her 1:e.ok to her 

folks. A1.U1t Anette had been sold to folks at Charleston. 

ItGrandI!Ja ViaS Rachel Willis. She suokled some of the Willis children. 

Mama suckled me and Mike Willis together. His mama got siok and r:ry mama. 

took him and N.ised ~ She got well but their names have left; me. Y#hen 

we got sick the Willis vromen i\'Quld send a hamper basket full of provisions; 

some cooked and some to be oooked. I used to sweep their Jra.rds. They was 

white sand end not a sprig of gre.ss nor a weed in there. 

"MEun,a and papa was both slavery niggers and they spoke mighty well of 

their ovr.ners. 



"papa said in slavery times about two nights in a week they would have 

a dance. He. would slip off and go. Sometimes he 'WOuld get a. pass. He_s . . 

a figger caller till he t fessed religion. One time the patty-rollers come 1u. 

They said, tAll got passes tonight.- When they had about danced down D\V' 

dadC\v got a shovelful of live coals and. nm about scattering it on the floor. 

All the niggers run out and he VI8.S gone too. It was a dark night. A orowd 

went up the road and here come the pattyrollerse One run into grapevines 

&cross the road and tumbled off his horse. The niggers took 'to theWood8 

th~ Fa tole us about haw' he studied up a ~ to get himself and several 

others outer showing their passes that night. Master never found that out 

on lUme 

"Durillg the War they sent a lot of the meat to feed the soldiers on UId 

kept the skins and sides. They tole them if 'the Yankees ask them. if they' 

had enough to eat sq, tSee how greasy and slick I is.tThey greased their 

legs and arms to make them shine and look fat. The dust made the chapa look 

'- "Papa saved his young mistress t life. His 1II1ster was gone to war. He 

had promised with others to 'take care of her. The Yankees come and didntt 

find meat. It 'Was buried. They oouldn't find mucbe They got mad 81ld 

bumed the house. Fa was a boy. lie run up there and begged folks not to 

bum the house, they promised to take care of everything. Papa begged to 

let him get his mistress and three-dAy-old bab.r. They cursed h1m but he run 

in and got her and the baby. The house fell :in before the.v gab out of the 

yard. Be took her to the quarters. Papa was overstrained carrYing a log 

and limped as long as he liv~ 

1IFa was hired out and they 'Wl\S goner whoop him and he run off and get 

back to the master. Jla llDr pa was never 8014 



"We had a reason to came ou1i here to Arlaulsu. A 1'lOl2I8Z1 had. a white 

lmsband and a blaok one too. The blaok lmsband told the white h:usband not 

oome about there :DO more. lie c .. ~ The black man killed the White man 

at his door. They J;ynohed six or seven nigger.. They sure did kill ~ 

That dissatistied all the niggers. That took place 1n Barmrell C ...... ~ 

South CarolinAe Three train loads at us lere. There was fifteen in our 

f'amil¥. We was doing well. )(y pa had oattle a:hd money. They stopped the 

train betol and behind us-the tram we was on. Put the Arkansas white mtm 

in Augusta jai4 They stopped us all there. We got to come on. We was 

headed for Pine Bluff. We got down there 'bOut Althehner and they was 

living in tents. Fa said he wasn't gainer tent. he didn.t run a"fl'q from. 

South Carolina and he t d go straight baoJc. Yr. Aydelott got eight families 

on traok at Rob Roy to oome to Biscoe. We got a house here. Pa was old and 

the,r would listen at what he said. He made a speech at Rob Ro.r and told 

them letts came to Biscoe. Eleven families came. He had two hundred or 
I 

three' hundred dollars then in his pocket _ to rattle. He could get mOre. He 
- .-,--~'-~".' ,. - ." - .. -

grieved for South carolina, so he went back and took us but me. 'WB2!I;ed to 

oome baoke They stayed back there a year or two. We made a crap. Fa. was 

the oldest boss in his crOmie We all oome backe There was more room out 

here and so ~. of us. 

"The sohools was better out there. I went to Miss Sootie,ldt s College. 

All the teachers but three was oolored. There was eight or ten colored 

teaohers. It was at Aiken, South carol1nae Jliss Criley was our sewixlg 

mistress. Kiss Criley was white and Kiss Soofield was too. I didntt baTe 

to pe:y. Rich folks in the North run the schoole No white children went; 

there. I think the teachers 'W8.S seut there. 



ttl taught school out here a.t Blackton and Moro and in Prairie Coun1;y 

a.bout. I got tired of it. I mrried and settled down. 

"We OWDIJ JJV home here. __ husband was a railroad man. We liTes by the 

hardest. 

"I don't laJ.ow what becoming of the young generation. They shuns the 

field work. Times is faster than I ever seen them. I liked the way times 

was before 'that last 1IIU' (World war). Reckon when will they get back like 

tbat?n 

.' 
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IntervieW8r, _________________ Ia~s~8~I~re~ne ___ R~o~be_r~t~s~o~n ______________ __ 

Person interviewed:.... ___ ..::;He;:.::P!l::::.. ,,,-C..,o:-.;;Pe...;;.;;t..;,tu __ s ....... M;;;:8::;r;;.:i;;.:8;:;;:D;:;;:D.a ........ Ar;;;;.:k;;;;;E1;;;n;;;;;s ... B..,s ___ _ 

Age 80 

- - ~ ~ -- - - --- - ~ - - ~ ~ - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - ~ 

"I was born in Wilkes County, near Washington) Georgia. My mother's 

owners was Dr. Palmer and Sarah Palmer. They had three boys; Steve, 

George, and Johnie. They lived in Washington and the farm I lived on was 

five miles southeast of' town. It was fifty miles from Augusta, Georgia. He 

had another f'am. on the Augusta Road. He had a white man overseer. His 

name was Tom Newsom and his nephew, Jimmie Newsom, helped. He was pretty 

smooth most of the time. He got rough sometimes. Tom' a wife was named 

SUsie Newsom. 

"Dick Gilbert had a place over back of ours. They sent things to the 

still at Dick Gilbert's. Sent peaches and apples and surplus corn. The 

still was across the -hill trom Dr. Palmer's tarm. He didn't seem to drink 

much but the boys did. All three did. Dr. Palmer died in 1861. People 

kept brandy and whiskey in a closet and some had fancy bottles they kept, 

one brandy, one whiskey, on their mantel. Some owners passed drinks around 

like on SUnday morning. Dr. Palmer didn't do that but it was done on some 

places before the Civil War. It wasn't against the law to make spirits f'or 

their own use. That is the way it was made. Meal and flour was made the 

same way then. 

~other lived in Dr. Palmer's otfice in Warren County. It was a very 

nice log house and had a fenoe to make the front on the road and the back 

enclosed like. Inside the fence was a tanyard and house at some distance 

338 
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and a very -nice log house where Mr. Hudson lived. Dr. Palmer and Mr. Hudson 

had that plaoe together. The shoemaker lived in Washington in Dr. Palmer's 

back yard. He had his office and home all in the same. Mr. Anthony made 

all the shoes for Dr. Palmer's slaves and for white folks in town. He made 

fine nice shoes. He was considered a high class shoemaker. 

~other was a field hand. She wasn't real blaok. My father never did 

do much. He was a sort of a foreman. He rode around. He was lighter than 

I am. He was old man Pettus t son. Old man Pettus had a great big farm--

land! land! land! Wiley and Milton Roberts had fams between Dr. Palmer and 

old man Pettus' taxm. Mother originally belong to old man Pettus. He give 

Miss Sarah Palmer her place on the Augusta Road and his son the place on 

which his own. hane waa. They was his white children. He had two. Mother 
/\ 

was htired by her young mistress, Dr. Palmer's Wife, Mias Sarah. Father 
\.:/ 

rode around, upheld by the old man Pettus. He never worked hard. I don't 

know if old man Pettus raised grandma or not; he never grandpa. He was a 

Terral. He died when I was small. Grand/- was a field hand. He waa the 

only colored man on the place allowed to have a dog. He was Dr. Palmer's 

stock man. They raised their own stock; sheep, goats, cows, hogs, mules, 

and horses. 

"None ot us was ever sold that I know of. Mother had three boys and 

three girls. One sister died in intancy. One sister was married and 

remained in Georgia, Two of my brothers and one sister came to Arkansas. 

Mother brought us boys to a new country. Father got shot and died from. the 

womb. He was a oaptain in the war. He was shot aCCidentally. Some of them 

was drinking and prank1 ne; Wi. th the guns. We 1.1 ved on at Dr. Palmer's place 

till 1866. T'nat was our first year in Arkansas. That was nearly two years. 

We never was abused. My early life was very favorable. 



"The quarters was houses milton each side of the road. Some set otf 

in the tield. They must have had stock law. We had pastures. The houses 

was joining the pasture. Mr. Pope had a sawmill on his place. The saw run 

perpendicularly up and down. He had a grist mill there too. I like to go 

to mill. It was dangerous tor young boys. Mr. Pope t s tarm joined us on one 

side. Oxen was used as team tor heavy loads. Suoh a contrast in less than 

a century as trucks are in use now. I learned about oxen. They didn't go 

fast 'cept1n' when they ran away. They would run at the sight of water in 

hot weather. They was dangerous it they saw the river and had to go down a 

steep bank, load or no load the way they went. If it was shallow they would 

wade but if it was deep they would swim unless the load was heavy enough to 

pull them down. Oxen was interesting to me always. 

"Children didn't stay- in town like they do now. They was lett to think 

more for themselves. They hardly ever got to go to town. 

"We raised a pet pig. Nearly every year we raised a pet pig. When 

mother would be out that pig would get my supper in spite of all I could do. 

The pig was nearly as large as I was. I couldn't do anything. We had a 

watermelon patoh and sometimes sold Dr. Palmer melons. He let us have a 

melon patch and a cotton patch our own to work. Mother worked in moonliSbt 

and at odd ttmes. They give that to her extra. We helped her work it. 

They give old people potato patches and let the children have goober rows. 

Land was plentiful. Dr. Palmer wasn't stingy with his slaves--very liberal. 

He was a man willing to live and let live so tar as I can know of him. 

-IUring the Ci vU War things was quiet like where I was. The soldiers 

didn't came through till atter the war was over. Then the Union soldiers 

took Washington. They came there atter the surrender. 



Freedom 

-The Union soldiers came in a gang out from WaShington allover the 

surrounding country, scouting about, and notified all the black folks ot 

freedom. My folks made arrangenent s to stay on. Two colored men went 

through the country g$tting folks to move to southwest Georgia but before 

mother decided to move anywhere along come two men and they had a helper. 

Mr. Allen. It was Mr .. William H. Wood and Mr. Peters over here on Cat 

Island. They worked from Washington, Georgia. We consented to leave and 

come to Arkansas. We started and went to Barnetts station to Augusta, t. 

Atlanta. There was so many tracks out of order, bridges been burnt. We 

crossed the river at Chattanooga, then to Nashville, then to Johnsonville. 

We took a boat to Cairo, then to Memphis, then on to SCIIle landing out here. 

Wall, I never heard. We went to the Woods' place and made a crop here in 

Arkansas in 1866. I worked with John I .. Foreman till 1870 and went back to 

the Woods' farm till 1880. Then I went to the Bush place (now McCullough 

farm). I farmed all along through life till tha last twelve years. I 

started preaching in 1875. I preach yet occasionally. I preached here 

thirty-six years in the Marianna Baptist church. I quit last year. My 

health broke down. 

-Chilli was my worst worry in thase swamps. We made fine crops. In 

1875 yellow fever came on. Black folks didn't have yellow fever at first 

but they later come to have it. Some diad of it. White folks had died in 

piles. It was hard times for some reason then. It was hard to get sane

thing to eat. We couldn't get nothing from )4emphis. Arrangements was made 

to get supplies from St. Louis to Little Rock and we could go get them and 

send boats out here. 
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"In 1875 was the tightest, hardest time in all my life. A chew of 

tobacco coat ten cents. In 1894-' 95 hard times struck me again. Cotton was 

four and five cents a pound, flour three dollars a barrel, and meat four and 

five cents a pound. We raised so much of our meat that didn't make much 

difference. Money was so scarce. 

"Ku Klux-I never was in the midst of them. They was pretty bad in 

Georgia and in northeast part of this county. They was bad so I heard. 

They sent for troops at Helena to settle things up at about Marion, Arkansas 

now. I heard more of the Ku Klux in Georgia than I heard after we come 

here. And as time went on and law was organized the Ku Klux disbanded 

everywhere. 

-Traveling conditions was bad when we came to Arkansas. We rode in box 

cars, shabby passenger coaches. The boats was the beat riding, As I told 

yOl1 we went way around on account of burnt out and torn up bridges, The 

South looked shabby. 

"I haven't voted since 1927 except I voted in favor of the Cotton 

Control Saturday before last, 

·TL~es has come up to a most deplorable condition. Craving exists. 

Ungratefulness. People want more than they can make. Some don't work hard 

and same won't work at all. I don't know how to improve conditions except 

by work except economical living. Some would work if they could. Some can 

work but won't. Same do work hard. I believe in bread by the sweat of the 

brow, and all work. 

"The slaves didn't expect anything. They didn't expeot war. 

It was going on a while before my parents heard of it, I was a 

little boy •. They didn't know what it was for except their freedan. 



They didn't know what freedom was. They oouldn't read. They never seen a 

newspaper like I take the Commercial Appeal now. I went to school a little 

in Arkansas. My father being old man Pettus' son as he was may have been 

given something by Miss Sarah or Dr. Palmer or by his white son, but the old 

man was dead and I doubt that. Father was killed and mother left. Mother 

knew she had a home on Dr. Palmer t s land as long as she needed one but she 

left to do better. In same ways we have done better but it was hard to live 

in these bottoms. It is a tine country now. 

ItI own eighty acres of land and this house. (Good house and tumlsbed 

well.) We made six bales 01' cotton last year. My son lives here and his 

wife--a Chicago reared mulatto, a cook. He runs my far-m. I live very 

well.1t 

--;-'! 



Intervie.er ______________ ~~~s~s __ Ir_e_ne ___ R_o_be~r_t_8an~ ____________ __ 

Person in tervie.ed:-.._..:Do=l:.lIIllo.-.:Ph:.=i=ll==-ip~s::.JI'I.,...;;Cl=ar;;.;e;:;:n::;:d::;:o=n;,.t .....;Ar=k:;::an=sa;::,s::;..... __ 

Age 67 

-- - - - - - - - - ~ ~ - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

"I ain't no ex-slave. I am 67 years old. I was born out 

here on the JIullins place. My mother's master was Mr. Ricks and 

Miss Imma Ricks. 

"IIy mother named Diana and rq father Henry J&illlins. I never 

sa. my grand fathers and I seen. one grandma I remembers. My 

mother had ten children. 1Iy father said he never owned nu thin t 

in his life but six horses. When they was treed they got ott to 

their selves and started farming. See they belong to different 

tolks. My father's'master was a captain of a mixed regiment. 

They was in the war four yeara. I heard 'em say they went to 

Galveston. Texas. The Yankees was atter 'em. But I don't know 

how it was, 

"I heard 'em say they put their heads under big black pot 

to pray. They say sing easy, pray easy, I forgot .hut all she 

say._ 

"I lives wid my daughter. I gets commodities fram the 

Welfare some. The young folks drinks a heap no.. It look lack 

a waste of money to me." 



Interviewer Miss Irene Robertson 
----~--~---------------------

Person Interviewed~ ____ T_o_n~y __ P_i.g~g~y ______ __ 

Age '75 Brinkley, Ark. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - -
"I was born near Selma, Alabama, but I was raised in Miss

issippi. My grandpa was sold from South Carolina to Moster Alex

ander Piggy. He didn't talk plain but my papa didn't nother. 
'. ' 

Moster Piggy bought a gang of black folks in South Carolina and 

brought em into the state of Alabama. My papa was mighty near 

full-blood African, I'll tell you. Now rna was mixed. 

"I'm most too YOlmg to recollect the war. Right after the 

war we had small pox. My uncle died and there was seven children 

had em at one time. The bushwhackers come in and kicked us around 

- kicked my uncle around. We lived at Union Town, Alabama then. 

It Aunt Connie used to whip us. Mama had no time; she was a 

chambermaid (housewoman). The only thing I recollect bout slav

ery time to tell is Old Mistress pour out a bushell of penders 

(peanuts) on the grass to see us pick em up and set out eating 

em. When they went to town they would bring back things like 

cheese good to eat. We got some of what they had most generally. 

She wasn't so good; she whoop me with a cow whip. She'd make 

pull candy for us too. I got a right smart of raisin' in a way 

but I growed up to be a wild young man. I been converted since 

then. 

"Well" one day pa come to our house and told mama" 'We free, 

don't have to go to the house no more, git ready, we all goin' to 



Mississippi. Moster Piggy goiner go. He goner rent us twenty 

acres and we goner take two cows and a mule. r We was all happy 

to be free and goin' off somewhere. Moster Piggy bought land in 

Mississippi and put families renters on it. Moster Piggy was 

rough on the grown folks but good to the children. The work 

didnft let up. We railly had more clearin' and fences to make. 

His place in Alabama was pore "and that was new ground. 

"There was all toll nine children in my family. Ma was 

named Matty Piggy. Papa was named Ezra Piggy. Moster Alexander 

Piggy's wife named Harriett. I knowed Ed, Charley, Bowls, Ells, 

and Liza. That's all I ever knowd. 

"I have done so IP..any things. I run on a steamboat from 
I 

Cairo to New Orleans - Kate Adams and May F. Carter. They called 

me a Rouster - that means a working man. I run on a boat from 

Newport to Memphis. Then I farmed, done track work on the rail-

road, and farmed some more. 

ttThe young genel1¥tion ain't got respect for old people and 

they tryin' to live withput work. I ain't got no fault to find 

with the times if I was bout forty years younger than I is now I 

could work right ahead." 
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Interviewer Bernice Bowden --------------------------------------------------
Person interviewed Ella Pittman 

2409 West Eleventh street, pine .Bluff, Arkansas 
Age 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - -.- - - .. - - - - -

"Yes ma'm. I was born in slavery days. 1 tell you I never had no nm:1G. 

~,Ty old master named me -- just called me 'PuIS' and said I could name myself 

when I got big enough. 

"My old master was named Mac Williams. But where I got free at was at 

stricklands. Mac Williams' daughter married a Strickland and she drawed me. 

She was tOllable good to me but her husband wa tnt. 

"In slavery times 1 cl eaned up the house and worked in the house. I 

worked in the field a little but she kept me busy in the house. ·1 was busy 

night and day. 

"No maim, 1 never did go to school -- never did go to school. 

ttAfter I got grown I worked in the farm. When I wasn't farmin l I was 

doh' othe r kinds of war k. 1 used to cut and sew and knit and crochet. I 

st~ed around the white folks so much they learned me to do all kinds of work. 

I never did buy my children any stockins -- I knit 'em myself. 

"After Old Master died old Miss hired us out to Ben Deans, but he was so 

cruel mama run away and went back to old Miss. I know we stayed at Ben Deans 

till they was lay1n the crop by and. I think he whippei mama. that morning so 

she run away. 

"Yes ma'm, I sho do member bout the Klu Klux -- sho do. They looked dread.-

ful nearly scare you to death. The Inu Klux was bad, and tb9 paddyrollers 

too. 



-2-

"1 ca.n't think of nothin' m?-ch to tell you now but I know all about 

slavery. They used to build 'little hell', made something like a barbecue 

pi t and men the niggers didn't do like they wantEd they'd lay him over that 

f li tt le hell'. 

"I've clone ever kind of work -- maulin rails, clearin up new ground. 

They was just one kind of 'M) rk I didn't do and that was v.Qrkin' with a grub-

bin' hoe. I tell you I just worked myself to death till now I ain't able to 

do nothin'. tt 

Interviewer's Comment 

Ella Pittman's son, Almira Pittman was present when I interviewed his 

mother. He was born in 1084. He acided thi s information to what Ella to ld 

me: 

"She is the mother of nine children -- three living. 1 use to hear mama 

tell about how they did in slavery times. If she could hear good now she 

could ma.p it out to you." 

I asked him w~ be diin't teach his mother to read and write and he said, 

"Well, I tell you, mama is high strung. She didn't have no real name till 

she went ·to Louisiana." 

'Ittlese people live in a well-furnished home. The living room had a rug, 

overstuffed furniture and an organ. Ella was clean. 

')/1'8-U·_jt 
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Iaterv1e .. r~ ____________ Mr __ a~.~· _Be __ r.a __ 1ae~_Bo~··_"' __ .~ __________ ___ 

Person interviewed m.la Pit ..... 
24l'l •• Eleventh street t Pine m.utt, Arkansaa 

. --- ~ - ~ - ~ - -- ---- -~ ~ - ~ - - - - --- - - - ~ - - -- --
"Here's one that lived then. I can· remember fore the 01 vil War 

started. That was in the State ot )Jorth caro11na where I was bred and 

born in March 1853. Jlac .i111aDl8, he was rq tirst owner and 10D Str10klaael 

was 1Q' last oa.er. '!'hat _s durin' ot the war. 147 white tolks told me I 

was thirteen when peace 118.& declared. TheY' told me in April if" I make no 

mistake. ~t was in North Carolina. I greweel up there and tound my 

childUIL there. That is -- seven ot thea. And then I tound two since I beeD 

down in here. I lxten in Arkansaa about torty years. 

"When the war come I heard em say theY' was atter freein' the people. 

"Ify mother worked in the field and old mistress kep' _ in the house. 

She married a w1dow-4D8J1 and he had tour childun and theD abe had one so 

there was plenty tor me to do. Yea ma'm! 

-I ain't never been to school a dIq in rq lU.. They didn t t try to 

send .. atter f'reedca. I had a very, very bad, 01'\181 steptather and he 

sent all his ohildun to school but wouldn't send _. I stayeel there till I 

wa& grown. I aho d1d. Then. I married. Beell married just once. )Jever had 

but that one man ill rrr:y lite. He was a very good man, too. Oose he was a 

poor man but he was good to me •. 

"Yes ma'm, I aho did see the Ku :nux and the pacldyrollera, too. Thel 
, 

done em bad I tell you. 
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"I know they was a white man they called Old )(an :rord. He dug a pit 

just like a barbecue pit 0 and he would burn coals just like you was goin' 

to barbecue. Then he pu"" sticka across the top and wheD any of his niggers 

didn't do right, he laid em across that pit. I member they called it Old 

Ford's Hell. 

"I had a bad time tore freedom and a bad time atter :tJreedom till after 

I married. I'm doin' tollab11 well now. I lives with my son and his wite 

and she treats me very well. I can't live alone cause 1'se subject to 

inagest1n' and I takes sick right sudden. 

ItI'm just as thankf'Ul as I can. be that I'm gettin' along as well as I 

is. 

"I stayed in the North in Detroit one year. I liked it very well. I 

liked the white people very well. '!'hey was so sociable. )(y Bon lives the1'e 

and works tor Henry Ford. My oldest son stays in Indiana. 

-It was so cold I come back dom 11ere. It sa gett1n' old and I needs to 

be war.m. Good-bye." 

n~() . '-.. h) 

... 
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Interviewer SamIlel S. Tarlor 

Farson interviewed Barah Pittman 
1320 W. Twentieth Street. Little Rock, Arkansas 

Age About 82 

_ ~ ~ w ~ _ _ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - ~ ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ ~ - ~ -
"I never saw nothing between white folks and colored folks. My white 

tolks were good to us. My' daddy's white folks were named lorden-31m, 

Jordan-and my mama's tolks were J'1m Underwood. .And they were good. IIy -----
mama's and tather's tolks both were good to the colored folks. As the song 

goes, 'I can tell it everywhere I go.' And thank the Lord, I'm here to tell 

it too. I raised children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren you see 

there. That is my great-grandson playing there. He is having the time of 

his lite. I raised him right too. You see how good he minds me. He better 

not do nothin' different. He's about two years old. 

"! was born in Union Parish, Louisiana way up yonder in them hills, me 

and my folks, and they come down here. 

"Jim J'ordan. married one of the Taylor girls--.Tim Taylor' a daughter. 

The old folks gave mama to them to do their housework. My' father and mama 

didn't belong to the same masters. Be died the first year of the surrender. 

He was a wonderful man. He waa a Jackson. On Saturday night he would stay 

with us till Sunday. On Sunday night he would go home. He would play with 

us. Now he and mama both are dead. They are gone homa and I am waiting to 

g09 They're waiting for me in the kingdom there. As the song says, 'I am 

waiting on the promises of God.' 

"My mama did housework in slave time. I don't know what my father did. 

In them days you done same working from plantation to plantation. Them 

tolks is all gone in now near about. Guess mine wUl be the next time. 
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Rarly Childhood 

"First thing I remember is staying at the house.. We et at the white 

tolks t house. We would go there in the evening before sundown and git our 

su.pper. One time lim Underwood made me mad. !lama said something he didn't 

like. And he tied her thumbs together and tied them to a limb. Her feet 

could touch the ground--they waren' t otf the ground. He said she could stay 

there till she thought better of it. 

"Before the surrender I didn't do nothing in the line of work tcept 

t tend to my mother's children. I didn't do no work at all t cept that. Ify 

whi te folks were good to me. All my folks 'cept me are gone. My grandmas 

and uncles and things all settin' up yonder. .All my children what is dead, 

they're up yonder. I ain't gpt but three living, and they're on their way. 

Minnie and Mamie and Annie, that is all I got. l.fam1e's the youngest and 

she's got gr.andchildren. 

How Freedom Came 

"The way we learned that freedom had come, my ~Et_ con1e to the fence 

and told my mama we were free and I went with her. Sure he'd been to the 

War. He come back with his budget. Don't you know what a budget is? You 

ain't never been to war, have you? Well, you oughter know what a budget 1s. 

That's a knapsack. It had a pocket on each side and a water can on each 

shoulder. He come home with his budget on his back, and he coma to the 

fence and told mama we was free and I heered him. 

. Right After Freedom 

"Right after freedom my mama and them stayed with the same people 

they had been with. The rest of' the people scattered wherever they wanted to 

go. Bu t my uncle come there and got mama. They moved back to the Taylors then 



where mw grandme was. Wouldn't care ir I had same of that good old spring 

water now where my grandma li vedS 

Klux. 

WNone or my people were ever bothered by the pateroles or the Ku 

,,-... 
"We come to Arkansas because we had kin folks down here. Just picked 

V 

up and come on. I been here a long time. I don't know how long, I don't 

keep up with nothing like that. When my husband was living I just tollowed 

h~. He said that this was a good place and we could make a good living. 

So I just come on. When he died, those gravediggers dug his grave deep 

enough to put another man on top of him, But that don't hurt him none. 

He's settin' in the kingdom. He was a deacon in the church and his word 

went. The whole plantation would listen to him and do what he said. Every-

body respected him because he was right. I was just married once and no man 

can take his placeo He was the first one and the best one and the last one. 

He was heaven bound and he went on there. I don't know just how long I was 

married. It is in the Bible. It is in there in big letters. I can't get 

that right now. It's so big and heavy, But it's in there. I think we lert 

it in Detroit when I was there, and it ain't come back here yet. D.lt I know 

we lived together a long time. 

WI remember the old slave-tiE songs but I can't think or them just 

now. t Come to Jesus' is one ot them. 'Where shall I be when the first 

trumpet sounds?' t that t s another one. .Another one i8: 'Ir I could, I 

surely would; Set on the rock where Moses stood-first verse or stanza. 

Allor my sins been taken away, taken away-chorus. Ilary wept and Martha 

moaned, Mary's gone to a world unknown-second verse or stanza. All of my 

sins are taken away, taken away--chorus.' 



-I don't think nothing 'bout these young tolka. When they was turned 

loose a lot ot them went wild and the young tolks tollowed their leaders. 

lht mine tollowed me and my daddy. 

"My grandmother had a big old bay' horse and she was midwite tor the 

white and the colored folks. She would put her side saddle on the old horse 

and get up and go, bless her heart; and me and my cousin had to stay there 

and take care of things. She t a gone now. The Lord lett me here tor some 

reason. And I'm enjoyin' it too. I have got my tirst cuss1n' to do. I 

don't like to hear nobody cuss. I belong to the church. I belong to the 

Baptist church and I go to the Arch Street Church." 
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Interviewer ________________ Ml __ 8.s .. I.r.e_n_e __ R.ob_e.r.t.s.o.n ______________ ___ 

Parson interviewed~ ____ ~.Ma~;r~_P_oe~a_F_o_rr __ e_s_t~C_i_t~y~._Ar~k_an __ s_a_s~ ____ _ 

. Age 60 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

~ papa used to tell about two men he. knowd stealing a hog. He was 

Wyatt Alexander. He was feeding one evening and the master was out there 

too that evening. They overheard two colored men inside the crib lot 

house. They was looking at the hogs. They planned to came back after 

dark and get a hog. The way it turned out master dressed up ra~d and got 

inside that night. The first man come. They got a shoat and killed it, 

knocked it in the head. The master took it on his back to the log cabin. 

When he knocked, his wife opened the door. She seen who it was. She 

nearly fell out and when he Been who it was he r~ off. The master throwed 

the hog down. They all got the hot water and went to work. He left a 

third there and took part to the other man. ~e done gone to bed and he 

took a third on home. He said he wanted to see if they needed meat or 

wanted to keep in stealing practice. He didn't want them to waste his big 

hog meat neither. Said that man never coma hoes for two weeks, 'fraid he'd 

get a whooping. No, they said he never got a whooping but the meat was 

near by gone. 

"Seem lack hog stealing was cammon in North Carolina in them days tram 

the way he talked. 

"Papa said he went down in the pasture one night to @at a shoat. He 

said they had a fine big drove. He got one knocked over an' was carrying it 

out across the fence to the field. He Been another man, He couldn't see. 

355 



It was dark. He throwed the hog over on him. The man took the Shoat on to 

his house and papa was afraid to say muoh about it. He said way 'long 

towards day this man came bringing about half of that hog cleaned and ready 

to salt away. They got up and packed it away out of sight. 

~ mother was named Lucy Alexander, too." 
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Interviewer _______ M~i~s~s~I~r.en~e_R-o-b-e-r~t-e~o~n~--------

Pereon interviewed~ ____ W~.~L~.~Po-l~l~a~c~k~s~--------
Brinkley, Arkansae 

Age 68 

- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -
"I was born in Shelby County Tennessee. My folks all 

come from Richmond, Virginia. They come to Kentucky and then 

on to Tennessee. I am 68 years old. My father's master was 

Joe Rollacks and Mrs. Chicky they called hi! wife. My mother'! 

master was Joe Ricks and they all called his wife Miss Fee. I 

guess it was Pheobe or Josephine but they never called her by 

them names. Seemed like they was all kin folks. I heard my 

mother say she dress up in some of the white folks dresses and 

hitch up the buggy, take dinner and carry two girls nearly 

grown out to church and to big picnics. She liked that. The 

servante would set the table and help the white folke plates 

at the table. Said they had a heap good eating. She had a 

plenty work to do but she got to take the girls place! where 

the parents didn't want to go. She said they didn't know what 

to do wid freedom. She said it was like weening a child what 

never learned to eat yet. I forgot what they did do. She said 

work was hard to find and money scarce. They find same white 

folks feed em to do a little work. She said a nickle looked 

big as a dollar now. They couldn't buy a little bit. They 

like never get nough money to buy a barrel of flour. It was so 

high. Seem like she say I was walking when they got a barrel of 

flour. So many colored folks died right after freedom. They 
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caught consumption. My mother said they was exposed mo than 

they been used to and mixing up in living quarters t~o much 

,what caused it. My father voted a Republican ticket. I ain't 

voted much since I come to Arkansas. I been here 32 years. 

My farm failed over in Tennessee. I was out lookin' round for . 
farmin' land, lookin' round for good work. I farmed then I 

worked seven or eight years on the section, then I helped do 

brick work till now I can't do but a mighty littl~. I had three 

children but they all dead. I got sugar dibeates. 

"The present t~es are tough on sick people. It is hard 

for me to get a living. I find the young folks all for their 

own selves. If I was well I could get by easy. If a man is 

strong he can get a little work along. 

"The times and young generation both bout to run away wid 

themBelves, and the rest of the folks can't stop em 'pears to 

me like. 1t 



Interviewer ____________ ~Mi~s~s~Ir~e~n~e~B~o~b~er~t~s~o~n~ ________ __ 

Person intern ewed~ ___ tt.::.Do;;:.;;:;c;...tt....;;r;:;.o~hn=_.;;.Po:.:;.cp;.:.e..La ....:B::;.:i::.;:s;;.;:c;.;;o_eo&.a....:A:r=.;ka=~:;;;sa;,;;:;;;;.s_ 

Age 87 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I am 87 years old for a fact. I was born in De Boto County, 

Mississippi, eight miles south of Memphis, Tennessee. No I didn't 

serve in de War but my tat her Gus Pope did. He served in de War 

three years and never came home. He served in 63rd Regiment Inf'antry 

ot de Yankee army. He died right at the surrender. I stayed on de 

farm till the surrender. We scattered around den. My father was 

promised $300.00 bounty and 160 acres of land. Dey was promised dat 

by the Constitution of the United States. Every soldier was promised 

date No he never got nary penny nor nary acre of land. We ain't got 

nuthin. De masters down in Mississippi did help 'em where they stayed 

on. I never stayed on. I left soon as de fightin was gpne. I was 

roamin round in Memphis and man asked me if I wanted to go to college. 

He sent a train load to Fitz (lisk) University. I stayed there till 

I graduated. I studied medicine generally. Sandy OdODl, the preacher 

at Brinkley, was there same time as I was. He show is old. He's up 

in ninety now. He had a brother here till he died. He was a tine 

doctor. He got more practice around here than any white doctor in 

this portion of de county. ritz Uniyersity was a fine college. It 

was run by rich folks up north. I don't know how long I stayed there. 

It was a good while. I went to Isaac Pope, my uncle. He was tarm1ng. 



Briscoe owned the Pope niggers at my first recollection. He brought 

my uncle and a lot more over here where he owned a heap of dis land. 

It was all woods. Dats how I came here. 

Atter de Civil War? Dey had to -Root hog or die". From 1860-

1870 the tiIiles was mighty hard. People rode through the county and 

killed both white and black. De carpet bagger was bout as bad as de 

Ku Kluck. 

I came here I said wid ;rohn Briscoe. They all called him ;rack 

Briscoe, in 1881. I been here ever since cept W. T. Edmonds and P. H. 

Conn sent me back home to get hands. I wrote 'em how many I had. 

They wired tickets to Memphis. I fetched 52 families back. I been 

fannin and practlcin all my life put near. 

I show do vote. I voted the last time for President Hoover. 

The first time I voted was at the General Grant election. I am a 

Repu blican, because it i8" handed down to me. That's the party at my 

race. I ain't going to change. That's my party till I dies. We has 

our leader what instructs us how to vote. 

Dey say dey goiner pay 60 cents a hundred but I ain't able to 

pick no cotton. No I don't get no help fram de reliet. I think the 

pora class of folks in a mighty bad fix. Is what I think. The nigger 

is hard hit and the pore trash dey call 'em is too. I don't know what 

de cause is. It's been jess this way ever since I can recollect. No 

times show ain't one bit better. I owns dis house and dats all. I 

got one daughter. 

I went to Fi tz (Fisk) Uni versi ty in 1872. The folks I told you 

about was there then too. Their names was Dr. E. B. Odam of Biscoe 



and his brother Sandy Odom. He preaches at Brinkley now. Doc Odam 

is dead. He served on the Biscoe School Board a long time wid two 

white men. 

I don't know much about the young generation. They done gpt too 

smart for me to advise. The young ones is gettin fine educations but 

it ain't doin 'em no good. Some go north and cook. It don't do the 

balance of 'em no good. If they got education they don't lack de 

farm. De sun too hot. No times ain't no better an de nigger ain't 

no better off en he used to be. A little salary dun run 'em wild. 
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Interviewer, ______________ Kr~s_. __ Be~rn1 ___ ce __ ~Bo~wd~e_n ____________ ___ 

Person interviewed !U1i8lll Porter 
1218 Louisiana Street, Pine Bluff', Arkansas 

.Age 81 Occupation janitor ot church 

- - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

"Yestm I lived in slavery times. I was born in 1856. I was 

borned in Tennessee bl t the most ot my life has been in Arkansas. 

"I remember When Hoodt s raid was. That was the last tight ot the 

war. I recollect seeint the soldiers marchln' night and day for two 

days. I saw the cavalry men and the infant men walking. I heard em 

say the North was flghtin' the South. They called the North Yankees 

and the South Rebels. 

"Some of the Tennessee niggers was called free niggers. There was 

a colored man in Pulaski, Tennessee who owned slaves. 

"My father was workln' to buy his freedom and had just one more 

year to work when peace come. His master gave him a chance to buy his 

freedom. He worked for old master in the daytime and at night he. 

worked for himself. He split rails and raised watermelons. 

~ father's master was ngmed Tom Gray at that ttme. Considering 

the times he was a very fair man. 

"When the war broke up I was workin' around a barber shop in Nash-

Ville, Tennessee. 

"The Q.ueen of England offered to buy the slaves and raise them tUl 

they were grown, then g1 ve them a horse, a plow and so many acres of 

ground but the South wouldn't accept this offer. 



"It was the rule of the South to keep the people as ignorant as 

possible, but my mother had a little advantasa over some. The White 

children learned her to read and write, and when freedom came she could 

write her name and even scribble out a l.etter. She gave me my first 

. lesson, and I started to school in t 67. The North sent teachers down 

here after the war. They were government schools. 

"I was pretty apt in tiggers - ... studied Bay's Ari tbmetic through 

the third book. I was getting along in school, bllt I slipped away 

from my people and was goin' to get a pocket fUll of money and then go 

back. First man I worked for was a colored ~~ and I kept his books for 

him and was to get one-fourth of the crop. The first year he settled 

with me I had $165 clear after I paid all my debts. I done very well. 

I tarmed one more year t then I came to Pine m.utt and did government 

work along the Arkansas River. 

"I've done carpenter work and concrete work. I learned it by 

doing it. I tollowed concrete work for a long time. I've hoped to 

build several houses here in Pine Bluff and a lot of these streets. 

"I have a brother and sister who graduated tram Fisk University. 

"I think one thing about the younger generation is they need to 

be more educated in the way of manners and to have race pride and to 

be subject to the la1ls." 



Interviewer __ ~ ___________ !h~ama ___ a_l_lmo __ Mre __ Lu __ o~l ______________ _ 

Person interviewed~_..,;Bo;;;.;;.;b~Po.-.;;.t ... te_r .. ,~Ru=s_s_el_l_v_i_l_l_e ..... _A:r--...k_8ll=s;,;;;a;;;;;s __ _ 

Age 65 

. --- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
"Sure, you oughter remember me-Bob Potter. Used to know you when 

you was a boy passin' de house every day goin' down to de old Damocrat 

printin' office. Knowed yo' brother and all y?' folks. Knowed yot pappy 

mighty well. Is yo' ma and pa livin' now? No suh, I reckin not •. 

"I was born de seventeenth of September, 1873 right here in Bussell-

ville. Daddy's name was Dick, and mudder's was Ann Potter. Daddy died 

before I was born, and I never seed hUn. MUdder's been dedd about 

eighteen yeahs. Dey master was named Hale, and he lived up around Dover 

samewheres on his f&r.m, but I dunno how dey came by de name Potter. Well. 

now, lemme see--oh, yes, dey was freed at DoVer after dey came dere from 

North Ca'liIlY'. I think my pa was born in West Virginia, and den dey went 

to North Ca'liny and den to South Ca'liny, and den came to Arkansas. 

"I raised seven boys and lost five chillen. Dare was three girls and 

nine boys. All dat's livin' is hera except one in Fresno, California. MY 

old woman hers, she tells fortunes for de white folks and belongs to de 

. Holiness church but I don't ~long to none; I let her look after de 

religion tor de f'ambly." (Interjection from Mrs. Potter: "Yes sub, you 

bet I belongs to de Holiness chu'ch·. You got to walk in de light to be 

saved, and if you do walk in de light you can't sin. I been saved for a 

good many yeahs and am go in t on in de faith. Frai se de Lawd!") 
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~ madder was sold once for a hundud dollahs and once as'in for 

thlrty-e1ght hundud dollahs. Perhaps dis wa.s jist before dey left West 

Virginia and was Shipped to North Ca'liny. De master put her upon a box, 

she said, made her jump up and pop her heels together three times and den 

turn around and pop her heels again to show how strong she was. She sure 

was strong and a hard worker$ She could cut wood, tote logs, plow, hoe 

cotton, and do ever'thing on de place, and lived to be about ninety-five 

yeahs old. Yas sub, she was as old or older dan Aunt Joan is when she 

died. 

"No suh, I used to vote but I quit votin', for votin' never did git 

me nothin'j I quit two yeahs ago. You see, my politics didn't suit em. 

Maybe I shouldntt be tellin' you but I was a Socialist, and I was runnlnt 

a mine and wotkin' fifteen men, and dey was all SoCialists, and de 

Republicans and Democrats sure put me out of business--dey put me to de 

bad. 

"Dat was about twelve yeahs ago when I run de mine. I been tryin' to 

git me a penSion but maybe dat's one reason I can't git it. Oh yes, I 

owns my home--dat is, I did own it, but-

·Oh Lawd, yes, I knows a lot of dem old songs like 'Let Our Light 

Shine, t and 'De Good Old Gospel Way,' and 'Hark .. From de Tomb.' Listen. 

you oughter hear Elder Beem sing dat one. He's de pastor or de Baptist 

Chu'ch at Fort &n1th. He can sure make it ringl 

"De young folks of today compa ted to dem when we was boys? Huh' You 

jist can't compaih em--can't be done. Why, a fo'-yeah-old young'un knows 

mot today dan our grandmammies knowed. And in dem days de boys and gals 

could go out and play and swing togedder and behave deyselves. We went 
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in our shu' ttails and hit was all right; we had two shu' ts to weah--one 

for every day and one for Sunday--and went in our shu'ttails both every 

day and SUnday and was respected. And if you didn't behave you sure got 

whupped. Day didn't put dey arms around you ,and hug you and den put you 

off to sleep. Dey whupped you, and it was real whuppin'. 

"Used to hear my mudder talk about de Ku nux lO..an puttin' cotton 

between her toes and whuppin' her, and dat's de way dey done us young'uns 

when we didn't behave. And we used to have manners den, both whites and 

blacks. I wish times was like dem days, but dey's gone. 

"Yes, we used to have our tasks to do beto' goin' to bed. We'd have 

a little basket of cotton and had to pick de seeds all out of dat cotton 

befo' we went to bed. And we could all ca'd and spin--yes suh-~e dat 

old spinnin' wheel go Z-z-z-z as you walked back and fo't a-drawin' out de 

spool of ya'n. And you could weave cloth and make all yo' own britches, 

too. (Here his wife interpolated a homely illustration of the movement of 

tide shettle" in the loom weaving--ed.) 

(~es, I mind my mudder tellin' many a time about dem lO..an--men, and 

how dey whupped white women to make em give up de money dey had hid, and 

how dey used to burn dey feet. Yes sUh, ain't no times like dem old days, 
"-

and I wish we had times like em now. ': Yes suh. I'll sure come to see you 
_/ 

in town one of dese days. Good mornin'." 

NOTE: Bob Potter is a most interesting Negro character--one of the 

most genial personalities of the Old South that the interviewer has met 

anywhere. His humor is infectious, his voice bOisterous, but delightful, 

and his uproarious laugh just such as one delights to listen to. And his 

narrations seem to ring with veracity. 
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Interviewer Mrs. Bernice Bowden 

Person interviewed ~1se Prayer 
3401 Short West Third, Pine Bluff', Arkansas 

Af)e 80 

- - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ 

-I can member seein' the Yankees. MY mother died when I was a baby 

and my grandmother raised me. Pse goin' on eighty. 

"'When the Yankees cane we piled boxes and trunks in front of' the 

doors and windows. She'd say, 'You chillun get in the house; the Yankees 

are camin'.' I didn't know what' twas about--I sure didn't. 

"I'm honest in mind. You know the Yankees used to come in and whip 

the folks. I know they cons in and whipped my grandma. and when they' come 

in we chillun went under the bed. Didn't know no better. Why did they 

whip her? Oh my God, I don't know bout date You know vmen we chillun saw 

em ridin' in a hurry we went in "the house and under the bed. I specks 

they'd a killed me if they come up to me cause they'd a scared me to death. 

~e lived on the Williams' place. All belonged to the same people. 

They gi. ve us plenty to eat such as 'twas. But in them days they fed the 

chillun mostly on bread and syrup. Somat~es we had greens and dumplin'se 

Jus t scald some meal and roll up in a ball and drop in with the greens. 

Just a very few chickens we had. I don't love chicken though. If I can 

jus' get the liver I'm through with the chicken. 

"When I got big enough my grandmother had me in the field. I went to 

school a little bit but I didn't learn nothin'. Didn't go long enoagh. 

That I didn't cause the old man had us in the field. 



"If we chillun in them days had had the sense these got now, I could 

remember more bout things. 

"I was a young missy when I married. 

"I told you the best I could--that's all I know. I been treated pretty 

good." 
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