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Interviewer _____ .~i8~s~I_r~e_n~.e~.R~o_b~e_r_t_s_o_n ____ ___ 

Person Interviewed Silas Abbott 
----~~~~-----------R. F. D. 

Age 73 Brinkley, Ark. 

- - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- ~.- --
"I was born in Chickashaw County, Mississippi. Ely Abbott 

and Maggie Abbott was our owners. They had three girls and two 

boys - Eddie and Johnn7. We played together till I was grown. 

I loved em like if they was brothers. Papa and Mos Ely went to 

war t~gether in a two-horse top buggy. They both come back when 

they got through. 

"There was eight of us children and none was sold, none 

give way. My parents name Peter and Mahalay Abbott. My father 

never was sold but \my mother was sold into this Abbott family 

for a house girl. She cooked and washed and ironed. No'm, she 
-wa3n't a wet nurse, but she tended to Eddie and Johnny and me . , 

/ 
all alike. She whoop them when they neeqed, and Miss Maggie whoop 

me. That the way we grow'd up. Mos Ely was Iceptionly good I 

recken. No'm~ I never heard of him drinkin' whiskey. They made 

cider and 'simmon beer every year. 

"Grandpa was a· soldier in the war. He fought in a battle. 

r don't know the battle. He wasn't hurt. He come home and t9ld 

us how awful it was. 

"My parents stayed on at Mos Ely's and my uncle's family 

stayed on. He give my uncle a home and twenty ~cres of ground 

and my parents sarna mount to run a gin. r drove two mules, my 

brother drove two and we drove two more between us and run the 

fl 
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gin. My auntie seen somebody go in the gin one night but didn't 

think bout them settin' it on fire. They had a torch, I recken, 

in there. All I knowed, it burned up and Mos Ely had to take our 

land back and sell it to pay for four or five hundred bales of 

cotton got burned up that time. We stayed on and sharecropped 

. with him. We lived between Egypt and Okolona, Mississippi. 

Aberdeen was our tradin' point. 

Itr come to Arkansas railroading. I railroaded forty years. 

Worked on the section, then I belong to the extra gang. I help 

build this railroad to Memphis. 

til did own a home but I got in debt and had to sell it 

and let my money go. 

"Times is so changed and the young folks different. They 

won't work only nough to get by and they want you to give em all 

you got. They take it if they can. Nobody got time to work. I 
. 

think times is worse than they ever been, cause folks hate to 
/ 

work so bad. I'm talking bout hard work, field work. Jobs young 

folks want is scarce; jobs they could 'get they-don ' t want. They 

want to run about and fool around an get by. 

III get $8.00 and provisions from the govermnent." 
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In:terv1 •• r ______ .... -..... -_-·-_-.... ;;;o:;;.;:;.~_t ..... ;;;;;;d:;;::_ .1D;;"; .... I _____ - __ _ 

_ _ ~ _ _ ~ _ • w _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ~ _ _ _ _ ~ _ ~ ~ _ - _ _ _ _ ~ _ _ _ _ _ • _ 

-I was boned ill de 'at:rea. n.o~ pan ot 1I1881as1pp1 D.1gh de Tennaa_ 
I··· 

line. You mought BaY' dat 1t was 'bout straddle ot de atate 11M an.cl lt 
I 

wasn't no great piece trom where ua 11bed to IIosco. what 118.8 de .tat10n on de 

ole .lf8mt1. en Charaton BaUroad. ., *1 te tolks .. de Aberna'thys. You. 

nebar do hear 'bout manY' tolka w1d dat name these'tt.s, 1eutw1se not o'ber 

in d1a a·cate, but dere aure used to be heap ot de. A.berna:th78 back 110118 where 

I libed and I epect 4&t mabbe aome dere 1'1t en cose 1t' a bound to be aOlla ot 

the young UJl8 let' dar at111, lnt de ole una, liars blob en clea, dey 1s all 

go-a 

ltJIara Luch. he ... 11q young bosa. '!'hough he I18lI8 waa 1».c1811 ua aU 
". 

called hba 1».ch and dat _a who I 1a J18Ed tor. Ole .ar" he .aa __ Will 

and dat was llara blch t 8 pa and ~ ole lI1aa, she n.- JUa. Cynthia and Youn& 

m8a, her n8J18 1I18a Bllen. Ole _a an' ole ai.8, dey juat had de two 

ch11lun, llara :Wch and 11188 Bilen; 4&t 1s what 11be4 to be grown. Mar. 

Luch, he 'bout two year older dan _ and II1s. BUen, she 'bout two year 

older dan liar. 1».ch. Jlia. Bl1en, she marr1ed er pnau. trom. V1rg1.:nnJ' ad 

.. nt dar to 11 b and llara Luch, he marned 1I18a :ramue 181 ta. 

ItJI1ss laJm1e's tolka, de7 11bed r1ght nlgb. 11_ on. c1e 'j'1a1q pla_ 

and de •• _ rq ole 1II8J1' a peoplea. Yaa aah, boaa, dat ole man 10U see 

aettin' r1ght dar DO. 1D dat chere. She was Ills Ke1th, data zaoldy what 

3 



a. 

Ua ... r dl' l.a .... our tolkse •• bell a"ar 4e .81" oller Gd de alger. ,1" de,. 

f"reedca, 71" aa' a"lll a heap ot de aluer. d.ld leave 4e,. .arat and a heap 

ot clem dl4D tan' us nayed oa en ta:r.d. de lan' ju' l1.ka, us been do in ' , cep" 

dey gib us a coatrao"t tor pan de orop an' sell us our srub 'p1J:uJt us pari 

ot de crop 'and take de, mone,. aaten ua p~ ot de ootton ill de tall juat like 

de blzness is doDlt ;y1t and I :reokon cia" _ de startln' ot de sharecrop dat 

is still goa' on. 

-$OOa attar Mars :Web. good and gro1Dl an' h1a a' tiss J'azm1e dona 

married, ole JQarS and 01. Ilis., de,. bote died and )far. :Well S&7 he gW1De seU 

out ant lebe 'cau. de lu' gittlJl' 80 poor ad wore oat od it takin' thrH 

ant JDOl'8 acres to make a bale and he tell us all da"t when _ w1D4 up de crop 

eta, tall and say, 'You boys _1»be _ .'87 on wid whoever I 8811 out to ell' it 

not den :you oan tin' ,.au hOll8a Wid 8" one clo ... it J'O'l 1I.:'a to do dat.' 

.And den he 1181'8 dat he pine tint hill ... good lan' _blMt ill Arlamau d01lJl 

de riber trca Keatis. Ef,hV nigh all de ole tablTS let' c1e place when liar. 

Luch aole it out. 
I 

/ 

__ pappy and wr -BBl, 'de,. _nt to Me.ria and _ wid 'a. I ... 
, 

gro_d by den od was tixin' to marry Klla just ea SOOIl e. I could t1l1' a 
, , 

good ha.. I ft. a country I11cger ea liked de tam an' en co .. wasntt 

.atiat1ecl ill t01lD., ao 'hasn't long 'tore I heered 'bout hall t a bee in , ue4e' 

doft c1a riber in Eaal.sippi and data where I _at en .na,a4 tor 'two year. 

od boas. I sure 1I&S .truck wid 4&t lan' 1Ib.at you could make a bale to a acre 

on an' I just 1mowed dat I .s pille 8i" rich in a hurry an' ao I writ er 

l.tt.r to BU. ell her peoples tallh' d_ 'bout de rich laa' and 'vis1q daa 

to COM doD. d8re where ,I was and I wa. wantin' to marry Kl.la c1a.. Eou. 

an4 70U know what, 't __ 't loq fdo:re I sits ell' letter baok at de l.tter 

A7s dat :Ill. at her people. is cloD de r1ber ill Arku. ... tr_llaati8 

4 



at meclaoe 1I14~. lach an' 11188 :renDl. where Jrara r.ueh ha4 40 .. .oYed hm 
ant 11188 J'arml.to a \»1& plaatatloa ,.,. ha4 hcJa&1P.t 40a clere. 

ItJlat ... a tuD.a7 'thlq how 4&t hap,. .. 4 at Bladeoe, lt was :rlght 

'oroaa de r1 bar tr_ where I .. _ en had been tor two 78U8 ant ju." aoon •• I 

11t dat letwr I 'ranp wid a niger to take _ tOroS8 de r1ber 1a er akin 

to de plantation where d.,. all .... and 'bout fUn tolksea dat I ... i81Ua 

aD.' her peopl.. en lot. ot de t81llbl,.8 trOll 4e ole hOlE place back in !enaes .. 

aD. , I sure was proud to .. e :war_ Iau ell 111.. hml1e. Dey had buU" a... 

.. lfta a tine house at a p'int c1at ... aoner like a knoll where ae .... ter 

don' Ii t when 4e riber coma ou" OD. de 1_ t in case of obertl.w u4 11P c1e rode 

'bout halt mile trOll he hOll_. llara lrlch had ae 8tore en de gin. Day had de 

bop dell, 4&1; 18 llara laoh aa4 111 .. JfUUl1. tid, u4 .. e lao,.. ... .-4 01 .... 

u t Clarence atar lI1a. him1e t a no bmdder .. 

ItJ)aa .. _ de tiDea1; bOJ'8 4&" 0" .... r 414 _. .1t at tDe OlD •• he 

'bout bo rear 014 Qd Clarence, he 'bout tour .r _bbe 11 ttl. 1.... Kl la, 

abe worked in de house cook1Dg tor 111 .. :ramue an' nuaaill' de ch1llUD. u4 ah8 

plU1lb oraq 'bout de ch1l1un ant ay juat as .. t1afied ~4 her .. 48,. 11M 1114 

clere ... and nla tiloqht aora ... ob,l11ua dan ahe d14 UTb047. a. just 

eroy 'bout de. bOp. llara !Aeb, hell- _,'jo~ rip1; twq eon fiuk71D& 

tor hia aD4 honl1q a1; c1e lot IUlt bam ud'hun't loq c1elI. 'toa nla at 

_. ua gi1; -.nle4 an' 11. 1Jl a ca1tin 4&1; Man Luch had RUt 111 a. be.It ot 

,4. big hou._. 

-U alit 'loDg t1JUt tor aore daD a ,ear an4 -.ra moh. _ rd.. plenty 
~ 

cotton .. ' e" t __ U8 u4 take trip up to 1lat'1a OD. de boa", on .. PIlll Jll1a 

wha" waa 'bou~ de tiDalst 1M)at on de r111er in clea 4&,.. a4 4. ODe cIa" aon 

frequent put 111 at 118 lan41n t 1114 ,. trelpt tor liars Laoh ad •• he .at 

liaally •• t h. _'1;oa an' _84 ",0 -..ri. on 4i. __ Phil jU1Il. 

5 
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-I jut aa1d, •• s. 4&t us 81t '1_ fiDe tor _re daa a yau and us all 
.. 

aiPt,. happy tUl )(1.s l'aDa1e took siok .. ' d1ed anti t alpty alp killed liars 

lao and allot U8 aad liars Luch, he jus' droop tor .. eks tl11 us gl t auious 

'bou" h1Dl but atter lihUe he git better and S8. like .'be he p1De g1t oller 

he Sadne.s but he nebar •• 11ke he used to be atore 111 •• lannie cUed. 

-J.tter JU.s ~ie gone. Jlars Luch, he say, tBlla, yoa an' luell ... ' 

mobe in de blg h0118e ant make you a bed In de roOJl where de. boys sleep. 

ao's you can look atter t em good, t oause lots :aights I grine be out late at 

de gin aa t s1;ore an' I know. you gwine take plaab good care ot dam chUlun. t 

All t so us tixed us bed 1n de big house ant de boy., dey aleeped right dar ill 

cIat room on dere bed where us could take care ot t em. 

ItJlat Rnt on tor 'bout two years an' den Mara Iaeb, he I gun to get in 

'bad health 8ll' jus' wasted dom like and den one night 1Ihe.u he at de store 

he took down bad and de7 la1d hiD. down on de bed 1Jl 4e back room where he 

would sleep on sich Jdghts det he d1cln' com hOl8 1Ih8n he .s 80 bllzy an' he 

son & nigger on a lII11e tor _ to COII8 up dar an' I wnt in he Mea an' liars 
, / 

:Weh, he say, I Ll.sen, Luch, J'OU ill been a good taiti1t\1l' nigger an' .11& too, 

ant I i. gonna d1e ton1sh" and I WIUlt. you to senc1 er letter to 10.88 Kllen 1n 

Virgimq atter I 1s daid en tell her to co. aD.' g1 t de boys t cause ahe 18 all 

de kin peoples de1; ~y babe let' now cep co. you aa t :Illa an' i 1; JDOUSht be 

sa. t1M atore she gits here so YOIl all take good en ta1thtul care de t111 

ahe 'ri Yell an' tell her aha hebe to see 4&t' all de bimes8 wiDd up ancl take 

de boyS back 1I1d her u' keep de till de,. is growd.' 

.e11, bout us do_ just like liars Luch tell U8 to do ant us sure teel 

.0ft7 tor ~ two l1ttle bo,... ])a,. just 'bout tiTe an' _beD. year old cleJL 

and dey mre loved dere pal de,. was plab crazy 'boat 1lar8 Iach and h:1Ja 'bou.; 



.~ 

• 'Ioat "0 wet. h-ca tDe dat Mara Iaoh da1d.. 111 •• nla. COl8 OIl .. 

Doa" one Di&ht 8Jl' ahe ri&J84 .0118 day. wiaUll' up de 1t1D.888 u.d dea ahe 

lat' u' "ake cIa bo,.. '1hQ' wi4 her back "0 T1rg1mQ" where she 11'be4. Va 

aure did hate to 'pan troa da chUlu. Dat'a 'bee 1l1&h 011 to .btl' 

Jeera ago bl" U8 De ber torsi t dea bop aJl' U8 W1l.l allu. lo'be'" De7 

ua8ct to sen' ua presell". an' a1ch every Chr1 .... tor _.ral ,.ars 8114 de1l 

". 8tarted mova t t bout an' I reokon cle7 dOB' mo. where _ t. at BOW. I 

are would like to se8 clea bo,.s aSta. I betoha I'd know 4ea right tola7. 

)febbe I woulc11l't, 1t'. been 80 loq shoe I 8Ma t.., blt shuoka, I DOW 

ciat del' would DOW _.w 

/ 



Interv1ewer _______________ M1 __ a_a __ Ire~;B8~Bo __ be __ rt __ sO~A_· ____________ ___ 

Person interviewed Laura .lbromBC!la R.F.p., Bolly Grove. Arkansas 
Receives mail at Clarendon, Arkansas 

Age '14 

~ ~ - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - ~ - ~ - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ -
"Ky mama was named Eloise Rogers. She was born. in Missouri. She was 

sold and brought to th:ree or tour miles from Brownsville J 'l'ennes88e. Alex 

Rogers bought her and my papa. She had been a house girl and well cared 

tor. She never got in contact wid her tolks no more atter she was sold. 

She was a dark woman. Papa was a ginger cake colored man. Mama talked l~ 

.Alex Rogers had four or five hundred acres of land and lots at n~ggers to 

work it. She said he had a cotton factory at Brownsville. 

~istress Barbara Ann was his wife. They had two boys and three girls. 

One boy George went plumb crazy and outlived 'em all. The other boy died 

e!lrly. Alex Rogers got my papa in Ricbmond, Virg1n1a. He was took outer a 

gang. We had a big tamily. I have eight sisters and o~e brother. 
I 

tlPa say they strop 'em down at the carriage house and give 'em tive 

hundred lashes. He say they have salt and black pepper mixed up in er old 

bucket and put it all on flesh out up with a rag tied on a stick (mop). 

Alex Rogers had a nigger to :tnt it on the place they whooped. !he Lord puts 

up wid such wrong doings and den he comes and rectifies it. He does that 

very way. 

-Pa say they started to whoop him. at the gin house. He was a sorter 

favorite. He cut up abou~ it. '!'hat didn't makG no ditterence 'bout it. 

Somehow they scared him up but he didn't git whooped thater tiDllh 

~ -They fed good on Alex Rogers' place. 'rhey'd buy a barrel of aottee, a 

barrel molasses, a barrel sugar. Same great big barrels • 

.. ~. 

,-
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-Alex Rogers wasn't a good lDBll. Ha'. tell them to steal a hog and git 

home wid it. It they ketch you over there they'll whoop you. He'd help , 

eat hogs they'd steal. 

-One ttme papa was working on the roads. !be neighbor man and road 

man was tixing up their eating. Be purty nigh stan-ed on that road work. 

He was hired out. 

-Mama and papa spoke like they was mighty glad to get sat :tree. Some 

believed they'd git treedom and others didn't. They had places they met and 

prayed for freedom. They stole out in some of their houses and turned a 

waahpot down at the door. Another white man, not Alex Rogers, tole mama and 

papa and a heap others out in the field working. She say they quit and had 

a regular bawl in the field. They cried and laughed and hollered and danced. 

1.0-" of them run otfen the place soon as the man tole 'am. My folks stayed 

that year and another year. 

"What is I been doills' Ast me is I been doing? What ain't I been doing 

be more like it. I raised fifteen of my own children. I got tour living. 
/ 

I living wid one right here in dis house wid me now. I worked on the far.. 

purty nigh all my lite. I caue to dis place. Wild, . honey, it wast I coma 

in 1901. Heap of changes since then. 

-Present t1mes-Hot as much union tmongst young black and white as the 

old black and 1Ihi teft 'rhey growing apart. Nobody got~ nothin' to give. lio 

work. I used to could buy secon~-handed clothes to do my little children a 

year ro~ a little or nothin'. Won't sell tem now nor give 'em 'way neither. 

They don't work hard as they used to. They say they don't git nothin' outen 

it. They dontt want to work. 'rimes harder in winter 'cause it cold and 

things to eat killed out. I cans meat. We dry beet. In town this Nickel ... 

10d1an playing .Ud wid young colored tolks--these Sea Bird music boxes. 

9 



3. 

They play all kind th1nss. Folks used to stay home Saturday nights. Too 

lDllch running 'round, excitement, wickedness in the world now. !his genera .... 

tion is worst one. 'lhey trying to cut the Big Apple dance when 118 old folks 

used to be down singing and pray1ng. tCause dis is a wicked age times i8 

bad and hard.-

( .. /~-~.~.-' ... " 
" 

10.! 
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InterYi.W8r. ____________ ·~Mr~.~.~· ~Z1==ll=ah __ ~Cro~._. __ ,. __ .l ____________ _ 

Person interneW8d~ ____ -..... Au:;;;;;;:;:;.D-t...;A4;;;;;;;;.;.-l-i-------- .lp81 

HOJII8:......· __ -=l~Ol~B;;;;:o:;.;:c:;.::k;....;:;St~re;:;.:;;;.:,.;t ... ~hl!.::&O=_t~t_.;..;;.v_=i_ll_e_ ....... Ar;;;,:;:ka;;;;D_8;;o,;8 •• ______ _ 

------ - - - ~ - - - -- - ----- - - ~ ~ - - - ~ - - - -- - -
-I 1Ias born a slave about 1848, in Hickmon County, Tellllessee,-

said .Aunt Adeline who li vas as care taker in a house at 101 Bock 

Streett J'ayetteville, Arkansas, which i8 owned by the mu.ly-Hudgens 

estate. 

Aunt Adeline has been a slave and a servant in tive senera-

tions ot the Parks tamily. Her mother, Liza, with a group ot tift 

Negroes, was sold into slavery to lohn P. A. Parka, in Tennessee. about 

1840. 

"Ihen my mother's master came to !rkanau about 1849. 100k1ns tor 

- a oountry residenoe, he bought what .a~ mom as the old lCidd place 
. i 

on the Old Wire Road, -which was one ot the Stage Coach stops. I was 
. . 

about one year old when we came. We had a,big house and many ttmas 

passengers would stay several days and wait tor the next stage 'to come 

by. It was then that I earned my first money. I must have been about 

six or seven years old. One ot Mr. Parks' daughters _s about one and 

a halt years older than I waa. We had a play house back of the t1re-

place chimney. We didn't have many toya; maybe a doll made of 8 corn 

cob, with a dreas made trom scraps and a head made from a roll ot 

scraps. We were playing church. Miss l8nn1e was the preacher and I 

was the audience. We •• re s1nc1n& -18.8 my all to Heaven ia gone.-



When .e .-ere half way through with our song we discovered that the 

passengers trom the stage coach had stopped to listen. We were so 

frightened at our ~dience that we both ran. But we were coaxed to 

come back tor a diDle and sing our song over. I remember that Mias 

lannie used a big leat for a boo~. 

"I had always been told from the time I was a small child that I 

was a.Negro ot African stock. That it was no disgrace to be a Negro 

and had it not been for the white tolks who brought us over here trClll 

a. 12 

Africa as slaves, we would never have been here and would have been much 

better off. 

-We colored folks were not allowed to be taught to read or write. 

It was against the law. 1(y master's folks always treated me well. I 

had good clothes. Sometimes I was whipped for things I should not have 

done just as the white children were. 

"When a young girl os married her parents would always give her 

a slave. I was given by my master to his daughter, Kiss. Elizabeth. 
/ 

who married Mr. makely. I was just five years old. She moved into 

a new home at Fayetteville and I was taken 'along but she soon sent me 

back home to my master telling him that I was too little and not enough 

help to her. So I went back to the Parks home and stayed until I was 

over seven years old. ~ master made a bill ot sale for me to his 

daughter, in order to keep account of all settlements, so when he died 

and the estate settled each child would know helw he stood. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
~is statement can be verified by the will made by lohn P. A. Parks, 

and tiled in Probate Court in the clerk's office in Washington CoW1!z. 



-I wae about 15 years old when the Oivil War ended and was still 

living with Mrs. Blakely and helped care tor her little children. Her 

daughter, Miss Lanora, later married H. ll. Hu.dgens, and I then went to 

live with her and cared tor her children. ihenher daughter Kiss Belen 

married Protessor Wiggins, I took care ot her little daughter, and this 

made tive generations that I have cared tor. 

-lbring the Civil War, Mr. Parka took all hia alavea and allot 

his tine atock, horses and cattle and went South to. Louisiana tollow

ing the Squthern ar.my tor protection. Y8ny slave ownera lett the 

county taking with them their slave a and tollowed the army. 

"When the war waa over. 1Ir. Parks waa still in the South and gave 

to each one ot his slaves who did not want to came back to Arkansas so 

much money. 141' uncle George came back with 1Ir. Parka and was given a 

good mountain tarm ot torty acres, which he put in cultivation and one 

ot my uncle's descendents still lives on the place. MY mother did not 

return to Arkanaas but went on to Joplin, Missouri, ~d tor more than 

titty years, neither one of us knew where the other one waa until one 

day a man tram Jayetteville went into a restaurant in Joplin and ordered 

his breakfast, and my mother who was in there he~ him say he lived. in 

J'ayetteville, Arkansas. He lived just below the Hudgens home and when 

my mother enquired about the tamily he told her I was still alive and 

was with the tamily. While neither ot us could read nor write we cor

responded through ditterent people. lllt I Dever saw her atter I _s 

eleven years old. Later Mr. Bu.dpns went to loplin to see it she was 

well taken care ot. She owned her own little place and when she died 

there was enoush money tor her to be buried. 

13 
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ttOivil War daya are ViVid ~o _. TIle Counhouse which waa ~hen 

in the mlddl.e of the Square waa bu.rl1ed one nlght by a orazy Oont.d

erate 80ldier. i'he old men In the t01l11· saYed him and then put him in 

the county jail to keep him trom burnlng other houses, Bach tamily 

was to take tood to him and they turnished bedding. The morning I was 

to take his breakfast, he had rlpped open hls teather bed and crawled 

4. ' 

lnside to get warm. The room was so tull of feathers when I got there 

that his food nearly choked him. I had oarried him ham, hot blscul ts and 

a pot of oaf tee. 

"Atter the War many soldlers cams to Dl7 mistress, lira. Blakely. 

trying to make her tree me. I told them I was tree but I dld not want 

to go anywhere t that I wanted to stay ln the only home that I had ever 

known. In a way that placed me in a wrong attitude. I was pOinted out a8 

ditterent. Scm8t1mes I was threatened for not leaving but I stayed on. 

ttl had alRYs been well treated by my master's talks. Whlle we 

11ved at the old Kidd place~ there was a churoh a tew/miles from our 

home. My unole George was coachman and drove 1If1 master's tamily ln 

great splendor ,in a tine barouche to church. Atter the war, when he 

went to hls own pl.ce, Mr. Parks gave him the old carriage and bought 

a new one tor the tamily. 

ttl can remember the days of slavery as happY' ones. Ie alwa,.. had 

an abundance of tood. Old.Awlt Martha cooked and there was always 

plenty prepared tor all the white tolks as well as the colored tolks. 

There was a long table at the end ot the big kitchen tor the colored 

tolka. The vegetables were all prepared ot an evening by .I1mt Martha 

wlth someone to help her. 

14 
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~ mother seemed to have a gitt ot telling tortunes. She had a 

brass ring about the size ot a dollar with a handwoven knotted string 

that she used. I remember that she told many of the young people in 

the neighborhood many strange things. ~ney would come to her with 

their premonitions. 

·Yes, we were afraid of the patyroles. All colored folks were. 

They said that any Negroes that were caught away from their master's 

premises without a permit would be whipped by the patyroles. They used 

to sing a song: 

'Run nigger run, 

The patyroles 

Will get you.' 

·Ye$'m, the War separated lots of families. 1Ir. Parks' SOll, john 

C. Parks. enlisted in Colonel W. H. Brooks' regiment at Fayetteville as 

third lieutenant. Mr. j1m Parks was killed at the Ee.ttl. of Getys-

~~ ! 

WI do remember it was my mistress, )Irs. Blakely, who kept the 

Masonic Rli1ding trom being burned. The soldiers came to set it on 

fire. Mrs. Blakely knew that if it burned, our home would burn as it 

was just across the street. Mrs. Blakely had two small children who 

were very ill in upstairs rooms. She told the soldiers if they burned 

the Masonic Building that her house would burn and she would be unable 

to save her little children. They went away.w 

While Aunt Adeline 1s nearing ninety, She 18 still active, goes 

Gopping and also tends to the many crepe myrtle bushes as well a. 

many other flowers at the Hudgens place. 



r 

She attends to the renting of the apartment _ ~OU88, as.- oaretaker, 

and i8 taken oare o't b;y members of the Blakel;y-Budgens families. 

6. 16 

Junt Adeline talks ttwhi te folks lanauap,· as they- BaY, and seldom 

associates with the colored people ot the town. 

./ 
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Interviewer IIrs. :Bernice Bowden 
------------------.------~--~~-----------------

Person interviewed ________________ --B-o-se--Ad--~~y~-, ____________ __ 
. 405 ... Pullen, Pine Blutt', Arkansas 

Age 76 

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

"I was born three years 'fore surrender. That t s what my people told 

me. Born in Mississippi. Let me see what county I come out of. Sn1th 

County--that t s where I was bred and born. 

"I know I seen the Yankees but I didn't know what they W&s. My mama 

and papa and allot' t em talked about the War. 

~ papa was a water toter in durin' the War. No, he didn't serve the 

army--just on the far.m. 

~ was the cook for her missis in slavery times. 

"I think my folks went off after freedom and then come back. That was 

af'ter they had done been sot free. I can remember dat all right.· 
-. 

"I registered down here at the Welfare and I had to /,gi t my licenS$ from 

Mississippi and I didn't remem~r which courthouse I got my license, but I 

sont letters over there till I got it up. I got all my papers now, but I 

ain't never got no pension. 

"I been through 80 much I can't git much in my remembrance, but I was 

here--that ain't no joke--I bean here. - -
"l4:y tolks said their owners was all right. You know they was 'cause 

.-... ----" .. --- - - . 

they came back. I remember d.t all right. 

"I baen tar.m1n' till I got disabled. Af'ter I married I went to 

tarmin'. And I birthed fourteen head of chillun by dat one manl J'ourteen 

head by dat one manl Stayed at home and took care of 'em till I got ·'em up 

some size, too. .All dead but five out of the fourteen head. 

17 
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2. 18 

"IIy .m1ssist name was l4iss Catheri.n.e and har husband' named Abe Carr. 

"I want to school a little bit~ight7 little. I could read but I 

never could write. 

"And I'm about to go blind in my old age. I need help and I need it 

bad. Chillun ain't able to help me none 'cept give me a little bread and 

give me same medicine once in a while. But I'm thankful to the Lord I can 

get outdoors. 

"I don't know what to think of this young race. That baby there knows 

more than I do now, nearlyo Back there when I was born, I didn't know 

nothin' • 

"I know they said it was bad luck to bring a hoe or a ax in the house 

on your shoulder. I heard the old folks tell dat--sure did. 

"And I was told dat on old Christmtls night the cows gets down on their 

knees and gives thanks to the Lord. 

"I'm_bar one song: 

'I am climbin' Jacob's ladder 
I am cl.1abin' Jaoob's ladder 
I am climbin! Jaoob's ladder 
"lor the work.i s alJaoat dODls. 

':Ivery round goes higher mid higher 
Bvery round goes higher and higher 
Every round goes higher and higher 
70r my work is almost done. 

'Sister, now don't you get 'worried 
Sister, now don't you get worried 
Sister, now don't you get worried 
"lor the work is ~ost done.' 

My mother used to sing dat when she was spinnin' and cardin t • They'd spin 

and dye the thread with some kind of indigo. Oh, I 'member dat all right." 
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Interviewer __________________ M1 __ ss~I~r_e~n~$_R~o~b~e_r~t_s_o_n ______________ __ 

Person interviewed _________ L.1.dd.i_e .. A_i_k.en __ I.Ih __ e.a.t_l_e~y~,_Ar __ k_an __ sa_s~ ______ _ 

~ 62 

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - -

~Iy mother was born in southwest Georgia close to the Alabama line. Her 

mother come from Virginia. She was sold with her mother and two little 

brothers. Her mother had been sold and came in a wagon to southwest Georgia. 

They was all field hands. They cleaned out new ground. They was afraid ot 

hoop-snakes. She said they look like a hoop roll~ng and whatever·they stuck 

a horn or their tail in it died. They killed trees. 

".Mama said she druther plough than chop. She was a big woman and they 

let her plough right along by her two ~ittle brothers, Henry and Will Keller. 

Will et so many sweet potatoes they called h~ 'Tater Keller.' After he got 

grown we come out here. Folks called h~ 'Tate Keller.' Henry died. I 

recollect Uncle Tate. 
,.' 

"I was born close to Mobile, Alabama. Mama was named Sarah Keller, 

Grandma was called lfarish. Banks' Tillman sold' her the first time. Bill 

Keller bought them all the last time. His wife was named Ada Keller. They 

had a great big family but I forgot what they said about them. lIIack clem up 

in a persimmon tree one day and the old man hollered at h~, 'Get out ot that 

tree 'tore you fall.' 'Bout then the boy turned 'loose and tell. It knocked 

the breath out him. It didn't kUI him. Three or tour ot Kiss Ada's 

children died with congestive chills. Mama said the reason ,they had them 

chills they played dO\TIl at the gin pond all the time. It was shady and a 

pretty place and they was allowed to play in the pond. Three or four of them 

died nearly in a heap. 

19 
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·One of the boys had a pet billy-goat. It got up on top mama's house 

one time. It would bleat and look down at them. They was afraid it would 

jump down on them if they went out. It chewed up things Aunt Beanie washed. 

She had them put out on bushes and might had a line too. They fattened it 

and killed it. Mama said Mr. Bill Keller never had nothing too good to 

divide with his niggers. I reckon by that they got same of the Boat~ 

"They lived like \'la live now. Every f'amily done his own cooking. I 

don't know how DllinY families lived on the place. 

ItI know about the Yankees. " They come by and every one of the men and 

boys went with them but Uncle Cal. He was cr-ipple and they advised him not 

to start. Didn't none of the wamen go. Mama said she never seen but one 

ever come back. She thought" they got killed or went on some place elsa. 

"Mr. Keller died and Miss Ada went back to her folks. ihey lett 

everything in our care that they didn't move. She took all her house 

things. They sold or took all their stock. They left us a few cows and 

pigs. I don t t know how long they stayed after the old man died. His 

children was young; he might "not been so old. 
I.' 

ItI recollect grandma. She smoked a pipe nearly all the time. My papa 

was a livery stable man. HB was a fine man with stock. He was a little 

black man. Mama was too big. Grandma \tas taller but she was slick black. 

He lived at UobUe, Alabama. I was the onliest child mama had. Uncle" 'Tate 

Keller' took grandma and mama to Mobile. He never went to the War. He was 

a good carpenter and he worked out vmen he didn't have a lot to do in the 

field. He was of'f at work when all the black men and boys left Mr. Bill. 

He never went back after they left till freedan. 

"They didn't know when f'reedam took place. They was all 

scattering for two years about to get work and something to eat. 
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Tate come and got them. ~~ey went off in a wagon that Tate made for his 

master, Bill Keller. We coma to Tupelo, Mississippi from Mobile when I was 

a little bit of a girl. Then we made one crop and come to Helena. Uncle 

Tate died there and mama died at Crocketts Bluff. My papa died back in 

Mobile, Alabama. He was breaking a young horse and got throwed up side a 

tree. He didn't live long then. 

HI got three boys now and I had seben--all boys. They farms and do 

public work. Tom is in Mamphis. Pete is in Helena and I live wid !Aacon 

between here (\1heatley) and Cotton Plant. We farm. I done everything 

could be thought of on a farm. I ploughed soma less than five year ago. I 

liked to plough. My boy ploughs all he can now and vie do the chopping. We 

all pick cotton and get in the corn. We work day laborers now. 

"If' I was young the times wouldn't stand in my way. I could make it. 

I don't know what is the trouble lessen same wants too much. They can't 

get it. We has a living and thankful for it. I never 'plied for no help 

yet. 

"I still knits my winter stockings. I got knitting needles and cards 

my own mother had and used. I got use for them. I wears clothes on my 

body in cold weather. One reason you young folks ain't no 'count you don't 

wear enough clothes when it is cold. I wear flannel clothes if I can get 

holt of them. 

"Education done ~~int the world. I learnt to read a little. I never 

went to school. I learnt to work. I learnt my boys' to go \lith me to the 

field and not to be ashamed to sweat. It's healthy. They all works." 

/ 
I 
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Interviewer ______ M_i.s.s __ I_r_e_n.e __ R_o_b_e_r_t_B_o_n ____ __ 

Person" Interviewed _____ M_a_t_t_1_e __ A~I~dr __ i_dg __ e __ _ 

Age 60? Hazen, Arkansas 

" - - - - - ---- --- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ---
liMy mother's old owner named Master Sanders. She born 

somewhere in Tennessee. I heard her say she liyed in Mississippi. 

I was born in Tennessee. My pa was born in Mississippi. I know 

he b.elong to the Duncans. His name George Washington Duncan. 

There ain't nary drap white blood in none us. I got four broth

ers. I do remembers grandma. She set and tell us tales bout 

old times like you want to know. Been so long I forgotten. Ma 

was a house girl and pa a field hand. Way grandma talked it must 

of been hard to find out what white folks wanted em to do, cause 

she couldn't tell what you say some times. She never did talk 
-plain. 

"They was glad when freedom declared. They said they was 

hard on em. Whoop em. Fa was killed· in Crittenden County in 

Arkansas. He was clearin' new ground. A storm come up and a 

limb hit him. It killed him. Grandma and rna allua say like if 

you build a house you want to put all the winders in you ever 

goin' to want. It bad luck to cut in and put in nother one. 

Sign of a death. I ain't got no business tellin' you bout that. 

White folks don't believe in signs. 

"I been raisin' up childern - 'dopted childern, washin', 

ironin', scourin', hoein', gatherin' corn, pickin' cotton, patchin', 

cookin'. They ain't nothin' what I ain't done. 

22 
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"No'm, I sure ain't voted. I don't believe in women votin'. 

They don't know who to vote for. The men don't know neither. If 

folks visited they would care more bout the other an wouldn't be 

so much devilment goin' on." 

23 
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Interviewer Samuel S. Taylor 
----------------------------~.------------------------

Person Interviewed !msy O. Alexander 
2422 center Street, Little Rock, Ark811sas 

Age 74 

............ ..,' 

• 
).0 .... ../ ",.,~ "'r'~ ~ ...... ~';.'"-~ . -- - - - - - - - , .... 

~ ~ - - - - - - -- -------

"I was born in the country several miles from Charlotte in Macklenberg, 

County, North Carolina in 1854. 

"My fatherts name was John Alexander and my mother was Esther Mccolley. 

That was her maiden name of course. 

"MY father's master was named Silas Alexander and my mother belonged to 

Hugh Reed. I don't know just how she and my father happened to meet. These 

two slaveholders were adjoining neighbors, you might say. 

"My father and my mother married during the war. I was the first child. 

I had three half brothers and three half sisters from the fatherts side. I 

didntt have no whole brothers and sisters. I am the only one on my motherts 

side. IiJy father was not in the war. 

"I don't know that the pateroles bothered him very much. MY father and 

mother were well treated by our master and then both she and my father were 

quiet and their masters were good to them naturally. 

"During slavery times, my father was a farmer. MY mother farmed too. 

She was a hand in the field. They lived in a little log cabin, one room. 

They had a bed in there, a few chairs and a homemade table. They had a plank 

floor. I only know what I heard my people speak of. I don't know what was 

what for myself because I was too young. 

"From what I can underataDd they had a big room at the house and the 

slaves came there and ate there. They had ~ colored woman who prepared their 
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meals. The children mostly were raised on pot liquor. While the old folk 

were working the larger young uns mongst the c~il~ren would take care of 

the little ones. 

"Their masters never forced anw breeding. 1 have heard of that hap-

pening in other places but 1 never heard them speak of it in cor~ection with 

our master. 

"When the master came back from the war, they told the slaves they were 

free. After slavery my people stayed on and worked on the old plantation. 

They didn't get much. Something like fifty cents a day and one meal. Jq 

tolks didn't work on shares. 

"Back there in North Carolina times got tight and it seemed that there 

wasn't much doing. Agents came from Arkansas trying to get laborers. So 

about seven or eight families of us emigrated from North Carolina. Thatlis 

how my folks got here. \ 

"The Xu Klux Vlere bad in North Carolina too. JQ' people didn't have any 

trouble with them in Arkansas, though. They weren't bothered 80 much in 

North Carolina because of their owners. But they lVOuld come around and see 

them. They came at night. We came to Arkans~s in the winter of 1897. 

"1 went to public school after the war, in North Carolina. I didn't 

get an:y fUrther than the eighth grade. Jq father and mother didn't get any 

schooling till after the war. They could read a little but they picked it 

up themselves during slavery. I suppose their Master's children learned it 

to them. 

~ father never did see aDl army service. I hale heard him speak of 
. 

seeing soldiers come through though. They looted the place and took every-

thing they wanted and could carry. 

"When I first come to this state, I settled in Drew County and farmed. 

I farmed for three years. ])u"ing the time I was there, I got down sick 
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with slow fever. When I got over that I decided that I would move to higher 

ground. There was a man down there who recommended Little Rock and so I 

moved here. I have been here forty-nine years. That is quite a few days. 

"I belong to the Presbyterian Church and have been a member of that church 

for fifty-five years. I have. never gotten out publicly, but I even dO my 

little pre~ching round in the house here. 

"When I came to Little Rock, I came in a very dull season. There wasn't. 

even a house to be rente.~. It was in the winter. I had to rent a rOom at 

"Jones" hall on Ninth and Gaines streets and paid one dollar a day for it. 

I stayed there about a month. Finally there was a vacant house over on Nine

teenth street and Common and I mo ved there. Then. I commenced to look for 

work and I walked. the town over daily. No results whatever. Finally I struck 

a little job wi th the contractor here digging ditches,. grubbing stumps, grad

ing streets and so forth. I worked with him for three j~ars and finally I 

got a job with tte street car company, as laborer in the Parks. I worked at 

that job two years. Finally I got a job as track laborer. I worked there a 

year. ~en I was promoted to track foreman. I held that seven years. 

"I quit that then and went to the rbilroads. I helped to build the Choc

taw Oklahoma. and' Gulf hail way. When the road. was completed, I made the first 

trip over it as Porter. I remained there till August 9, 1928, During that 

time I was operated on for prostatitis and doctors rendered me unfit for work, 

totally disabled; so that is my condition today. 

"I thirJc the future looks bright. I think conditions win get better. 

I believe that all that is necessary for betterment is cooperation. 

"I believe the younger generation -- the way it looks -- is pretty bad. 

I think we haven't dane anything like as much as we could do in teaching 

the youngsters. We need to give them an idea of things. They don't know. 

26 
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Our future depends on our childrEn. If their minds aren't trained, the fu

ture will not be bright. Our leaders should lecture to these young people 

and teach them. We have young people who dodge voting because of the pOll 

tax. That is not the right attitude. I don't know what will become of us 

if our children are not better instructed. The white people are do ing more 

of this than we are. 

There was a time when children didn't know but what the foot was all 

there was of a chicken. The foot was all they had ever seen. Bu.t young 

folks nowaday should be taught everything. 

27 
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Interviewer _________________ M_i_s_s~I_r_e_n_e __ B_o_be_rt ___ soMn ________________ __ 

Person interviewed~ ____ D~1an __ a~Al~e_x_a~n_d_e~r~,~Br~1~n~k~l_eLy~I~Ar __ k_an __ s~a_s ____ ___ 

Age 74 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
"I was born in Mlssissip:pi close to Bihalia. Our owner was Myers (?) 

Bogan. He had I:i wife and children. Mama was a field woman. Her nanle was 

Sarah Bogan and papa's name was Hubbard Bogan. 

"I heard them talk about setting the pot at the doors and having 

singing and prayer services. They all SQng and prayed around the room. I 

forgot all the things they talked about. My parents lived on the same 

place after freedom a long time. They said he was good to them. 

"Dr. Bogan in Forrest City, Arkansas always said I was his brother's 

child. He was dead years ago, so I didn't have no other way of knowing. 

"The only thing I can recollect about the War was once my mistress 

took me and her own little girl upstairs in a kind of ceiling room (attic). 

They had their ham meat and jewelry locked up in there and other fine 

stuff. She told us to sit down and not move, not even grunt. Me and 

Fannie had to be locked up so long. It was dark. We both went to sleep 

but we was afraid to stir. The Yankees came then but I didn't get to see 

themo I didn't want to be took away by 'em. I was big enough to know that. 

I heard 'em say we was near 'bout eat out at the closing of the War. I 

thought ~t muster been the Yankees from what they was talking about, eating 

us out. 

"I been washing and ironing and still dOing it. All my life I been 

doing that 'ceptin' when I worked in the field. 



2. 

"Me and my daughter is paying on this house (a good house). I been 

making my own living--hard or easy. I dontt get no relief aid. Never have. 

I 'plied for the old people's pension. Don't get it." 

Interviewer's Comment 

This must be :Myers Bogan, yet she told me Bogan Myers. Later she said 

Dr. Bogan of Forrest City was thus and so. 

• 

29 



30788 

IntervieW8r ________________ M1 __ s_s __ Inma _____ R_obe_·.rt~8_Q_n ____________ ___ 

Person interviewed;.-. ___ .;;:;"»;;;;;tI;;;;;1;;,; ......... Al ..... 8 .. TB ... D_d;;;.;.;;r ........ Be.._l.e .. DIl ......... Ar .... ka.Bn __ S& ... s _____ _ 

~ 62 

- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -.- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
-I was an orphant chUd. My mother-in-law told me during slavery she 

was a tield hand. One day the overseer was going to whoop one ot the women 

'bout sompin or other "and all the women started with the hoes to him and run 
• 

him clear out of the field. They would kUled him if he haem't got out of 

the way. She said the master" hadn't ~t a overseer over them for a long 

time. Some of 'em wouldn't do their part and he put one of the men on the 

place over the women. He was a colored foreman. The women worked tosether -and the men worked together in different tields • .I1y mother-in-law was named 

Alice Drummond. She said they would cut the hoecake. in halt and put that 

in your pan, then pour the beet stew on top. She said on Christmas day' they 

had hot biscuits. !hey giva than flour and things to ~e biscuit at home 

on SUnday-s. When they got through eating they take their plate and say, 

'Thank: God tor w~t I received. f She said they had plenty milk. !he churns 

waa up high-ti va gallon churns. SaD8 churns 1Ia8 cedar wood. The children 

would churn atand~ on a little stool. It would take two to churn. !hay 
I 

would change about and one brushed away the flies. She lived. Clos4a to 

Meridian and Canton. 

"My mother talked the bright aide to her children. She was born 

in Tenneasee. She had two older sisters sold tram her. She never 

seen them no more. '!'hey was took to Missouri. Mother was never 

sold. She was real bright color. She died when I was" real little. 
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From what I know I think my parents _s industrious. Papa was a shoemaker. 

He worked on Sunday to make extra money'to buy things outside at what his 

master give them tor his tamil)". Now I can remamber that much. My papa was 

a bright color like I am- but not near as light as mmna. He had a shop when 

I was little but he wasn't ·'lowed to keep it open on Sunday. I heard him 

tell about working on Sundays during slavery and how much he made sometimes. 

He tanned his own leather. 

"I went to W.ss1ssippi and married. Polks got grown. earlier than they 

do now and I married when I was a young g~rl 'bout seventeen. We came to 

Arkansas. I sewed for white and coloredo I cooked some. I taught school 

in the public schoolso I taught opportunity school two years. I had a 

class at the church in day and at the schoolhouse at night. I had two 

classes. 

wJohn Hays was mama's owner in Tennessee." 
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IntervieW8r ________________ ~§!=n~3!~1~S~·~Tat~~1~or~ ______________ _ 

Person 1ntervie ... d~__.:~~~~Lu~o~1'8~t~ia~.Al~8~xae;m~d~e~r~~~----
1708 Hip Street, Li ttl. Rook, Arkansas 

A.&e 89 

- .. -
WI been married three times and my last ll8III8 was mcretia Alexander. 

I was twe1 va years old when the War began. My mother died at aevent:r-three 

or seventy-five. That _s in AuSUst 1865--Augu.st the ninth. She was 

buried August tweltth. The reason they kept her 1I8a they had retugeed her 

children off to different placea to keep them from the Yankees. Ther 

couldn't get tham back. Jay mother and her children were heir propertr. 

Her firat maater was 'roliftr. My mother _a named Agnes Toliver.. Shehad 

a boT and a girl both older than I were. II;y brother come haa. in '65. I 

never sot to see ~ sister till 1869. 

"J(y tather died in 1881 and SOlll8 say he waa one hundred tal ve and 

some 887 one hundred au. His D8JIle _a Baaaley, .Tohn Beasley, and he went 
/ 

by John Beasley till he died. 

"My IIOther died and left four living Children. I waa the roungen. 

"I got religion in 1865. I was baptized sevent7-three yeara ago thia 

August. 

ItI ain't sot nary living child.. IV oldest child would have been aixty... 

tour it he were liT1ns. The7 claim 7If1 baby boy ia living, ll1t I don't kno •• 

I have four children. 

"The firat OTer88er I l"8mamber was ~d lCurt 10hnaon. The Dext .s 
named lfack McKenzie. The next one waa n_d Pink lomack. And the nan 1fU 

namad 'loa Phippa. Keanl IJ.ked _anne .. ' Mean a man aa he could be. I've 

.. en him talce them dom and whip th8Dl till the blood 1'Wl out of til-. 
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"I got ten head ot ~andchild1"8n. .bd I been grandmother to eleftn 

head. I been greatwgrandmother to twel Ye head ot great-graadchUclren. I 

got one twnty .. three and another nineteen or t_nt,.. Bar tather's tather 

ftS in the &1'117. She is the oldeat •. Lo'tas Robinson, a'7 granddaugh'ter, has 

tour children that are 'IIrI great-grandchUdren. ae.,.den lenkins, .., grand

son, has two girla. I got a grandson named ·Dan lenkins. He is the tather 

ot 'three bo,.._ He liyes in Cleveland. Be go't a grandson named Mark 

lenkins in llamphis who has one bo,.. The JOUD&8st grtmddaughter-I don't 

remember her husband's ns.-has ODe bo,.. There are tour generations ot 

U8. 

-I been here. You see I took care ot l117aelt when I waa 70UJlg and 

tried to do right. The Lord baa helped me too. Yea, I _ going on no.. I 

been here a long tlll8 but I t17 to taka care ot :myself. I waa out viaiting 

the sick last time you come here. That' a the reason I aisaed ,.ou. I triea 

to do the best I can. 

"I aft stricken now with the rheumatiaa on ODe 8ide. !his hip. 

"II,. mother _a treated _ll in slave17 tu.a. 117 'tather _s sold tive 

t1mes.. Wouldn't take noth1n'. So the,.' sold 1I:1Il. The,. beat him and 

mocked hill about·. !he,. JRlt him on the block and they sold hill 'bout 

beatin' up his _ster. He wa8 a natiYe ot Virginia." 'fb.e last tiE the,. 

sold him the,. sold hill doe in Claiborne Count" Miasi88ippi. lust below 

where I was born ~t. I was born in Copiah Count,. near Hazlehurat, about 

tifteen miles tro:m Hazlehurst. My mother waa born in W.ah1ilgton Oount,., 

Virginia. Her tirst master was Qual]s Tolli ver. ~alls lIOyed to II1s ... 

issippi and married a WCID8.D. d01lJl there and he had one son, Peachy !oliver • 

.Atter he died, he willed her to Peach7. Then Peach,. .ent 'to the Be bel a1"ll7 

and got kUled. 
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"117 mother' a tather waa a tree IDdiu. named Washington. Her Blather 

was a slave. I don't know J1f1 tathEtr's tathero He moved about 80 lIlUell and 

was sold so many times he never did tell me his tather. He got his name 

trom the "hi te tolks. When you're a slave you have to go by your owner' 8 

Jl8III8. 

"117 mastert s mother took me to the house atter rq mother died. And 

the tirst thins I remember doing was cleaning up. Bring1ns water, putt1ns 

up mosquito-bars, cooking. _ Jll8.ster' 8 mother was SuSan Raa4. I have done 

'" everything but saw. I never sawed 111 my life. '!'he hardest work I did was 

after slavery. I never did no hard work during slavery. I used to pack 

water for the plow hands and all such a8 that. lilt when my mother died, 

my mistress took me to the house. 

"BIt La1ldl I've seen such brutish d01n's-runnint niggers With hOUD.C1s 

and :whipp1nt them till they was blo0d7. '!hey used to put 'em in stocka. 

When they didn't put 'em 1n stocks, used to be two people would whip tem-

the overseer and the driver. The ~erseer would be a ~ named Elijah at 

our house. He was just a poor white man. Be had a whip they called the 

BLACK SN.AD. 

"I remember one time they caught a man named George finaley. The,. 

P1t the dogs on him and they bit tim and tore all h1s clothes ott ot t 1m. 

Then they put ,~ in the stocks. The stocks ... a big piece ot timber with 

hinges 1n it. It had a hole 1n it for your head. They would lift 1 t up 

and Plt your head in it. 'rhere was holes for your head, hands and teet in 

it. Then they would shut it up and they would lay 'that whip on you and you 

couldn't do nothin' but wiggle and holler, 'Pra7. master, p1"a7I' lbt when 

they'd let that man out. he'd 1"Wl away &pin. 



"1b.ey would make the alave. work "t111 "twel.V8 o'clook on ~dqt and 

"then "they would le~ "tbaa 1* "to ~h. !be first time I wa. sprinkled, a 

white preacher did it; I think hi. name .... illiams. 

"The preacher would preach to the oi te folks in the forenoon 8J1d "to 

the oolored tolks in the evening. !he 1Ihi te tolks bad them hired. One ot 

them preachers was D81D8d Hackett; another, Williams; and another, Gowan. 

There was tive of them but I just remember them three. ane man used to . 

hold the slaves .0 ~ate that they had to go to the church dirty tram their 

work. !hey would be _aty and smelly. So the preacher 'l:R.lked hill 'bout 

it. That was old man Bi~ Rose. 

'"the niggers diu' t go to the churoh building; the preacher 0_ and 

preached to them in their quarters. Be' d just S87, 'Serve your Dlas"ters. 

Don't steal your master's turkey. Don'"t steal your master's chickens. 

Don't steal your master' 8 hawg.. Don't steal your master's meat. Do what

SQa8ever your master tell. you to do.' am. old thing all the tt.. 

"111 tather would have church in dw1ling houses and they had to 

whisper. My mother was dead and I would SO with h1a. I<IIIett.. they would 

have church at his house. That, would be when ~7 would want a real .eYin' 

with SC1D8 real preachin'. It would have to be durin' the _k nigh"t.. You 

couldn't tell the d1fterence between Baptists and Methodists then. They 

was all Christiana. I ~ver saw th_ turn nobod7 dOD at the ctI!W1D10llt 

but I have heard ot it. I never saw them turn no pots dOD neither; bit I 

have heard ot that. They used to s1D.g their SODSs in a whisper and pra7 in 

a whisper. That was a prayer __ et1ng tNa hOUM to house once or twi08-

once or twice a ... t. 

·Old Phipps whipped _ Ollce. Be a11led "to ktll .. but I got 10088. 

Ba 1Ihipped _ about a colored girl ot his'n that he had by a colored ~. 
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Phipps wnt with a colored 1fOII8IL betore he JI8.1'l'led his Wite. He had. a girl 

na.d Jlartha .lDn PhiPPS. I beat llartha 'bout a palr at stock1Dp. Jq, 

mistress bausht me a nice palr at a'tockiap troll tb8 atore. You 888, the,. 

used to lm11f the stoeklDp. I wore the stockings OD08; then I washed thea 

and PIt tha. on the t_ce to dr7. -Martha stole them and put them aD. I 

beat her and took th8ll ott ot her. She ran and told her tather and he ran 

_ hcae. He eouldn' t catch _ II and he told _ he'd get _. I dldn' t 1"Wl 

to 1111' tather. I run to Jq m18'treBB, and he lalew he'd better Dot do nothln' 
-,-

then. Ba sald, 'I'll pt 7OU, 1'OU 11 ttle old black aometh1D'. t 0nl7 he 

didn't say t sODBthln t • ' He cUdn t t get me then. 

-B.lt ODe day' he caught _ out b7 hlB hou._. I had &OD8 over that war 

on 8Jl errand I needn't have dODa. Be had two girls hold _. 'the,._ 
-, 

.lDpl1ne and Bancl_ Thel d1dn t t Blah want to hold me aQhow. ac.. niger. 

would catch you and k1ll you tor the whlte tolk. and then there ..... 

that wouldn't. I got 10088 from thea. He tried to hold _ hi •• lt but he 

COw.dn't. I got a-7 and Wllt back to my old metreas and she wrote h1m a 

note never to 1&7 hls d1rt7 handa aD. me again. .A. li ttl. later her brother t 

JobnsOD Chatman, came there and ran hta ott th4t place. 111 old llistre •• ' 

name 1188 &lsan ChatmaD betore she marr1ed. i'hen abe -.n1ed Tollver. !hen 

aha married Reed. She married Beed laat-a:tter Toll var died. 

-ODe old lady n.8d 111111' JIoorehead rwmad in and held II;J mother ODOII 
s 

tor Phlpps to whip her. .ADA rq mother _a d01lll with cODSUIlptlon too. I 

at.d to g1t old ~lpp. tor that. ~t then I got religion and I couldn't 

do it. Bellpoll make. 70Il torg1 t a heap of tb1np. 

ttalll8D Beed, rq old lI1.tre88, bought 117 tather and paid t'1fteu. 

huDdred dollara tor h1Il aD4 aha hadn t t Deftr aeeJl '1ae .AdTenl.iDee 

He had l'UIl --7 80 Ech that the7 had to uTertlae and .U t 111. 
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Be nevar would :run aft7 trom Ilia. SUsan.. She ~ good to hla "till she got 

that old niger beater--Ph~pp •• Her husballd, Beed, was called a niger 

apoUer. If;y tather ftS an 014 man when Phipps waa an overseer and waan't 

able to tight much than. 

"Phlppa aure ..as a bad man. He 1f8B1l't so bad nelther; but the 

niggera ftS scared ot h1a. You know in slave t.a, scaet1mea when a 

master would g1 t too bad, the n1gser~ would kill him-tole him ott out in 

the woods somewheres and git rid ot hill. !'Wo or thraeot them would git 

together and scheme 1 t out, and then two or three ot them would gl t hta ft7 

ou t and kUl '1m. Dlt they didn't no bodY' ever pul.l nothin' like that on 

Phipps~ i'hey ftS scared ot hu.. 

wOne tlll8 I saw the Yankees a long -1 ott. !hey had 011 blue 

unit01'll8 and was on coal black horsea. I'hol18~ OI1t, 'Oh, I .e scm.-

thin'.' _ aiatress said, '1Ihat?' I told her, and ahe said, 'Them's the 

Yankees. ' She went on in the house and I went with her. She sacked up all 

-
the valuablea in the house. She said, 'Here,' and ahe threw a sack ot 

aUver on me that was so heavy that I went right on down to the grouDd. 

'!'hen she took hold ot it and holp me up and holp me carry it out. I 

carried it out and hid It. She had three bdckskin sacka-all :tUll ot 

ail 'Y8r. '!'hat waSIl' t now; that was in slaver,. tu.s., D1ring the War, lett 

DaTia gave out Conte derate JIlOney_ It died out on the tolks' handa. AbOQt 

t .. lve hundred dollars ot it died out on my rather's handa. Blt theN 

wasn't nothin' but gold and silver in them Rcka. 

WI heard them tell the slaves they were tree. A JII8J1 naa.d Captain 

Barkus who had his ar.a ott at the elbow called tor the three near-b,r 

plantations to meet at our place. !'hen he got up on a plattol.'Bl With another 

man be aide him and declared peace and treedaa. Be p'inted to a colored man 
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and yelled, 'You're tree a8 I _.' Old colored tolks, 'old aa I em now, 

that was on sticka, tlirowd them sticka awa7 and shouted. 

-Right atter freedom I stayed with that white woman I told you ab~t. 

t waa with her about tour yeara. I worked for twlve dollars a month and 

my-. food and clothea. '!hen I figured that twelve dollars wasn't enough and 

I went to work in the field. It was a might7 nice woman. Never hit me in 

her life. I never have been whipped b7 a white woman. She was good to me 

till she ~ied. She'died after I had my second chlld--a girl child. 

-~ have been living in this city tifteen years. I come fraD Chicot 

County when I come here. We came to Arkansas in slavery times. The7 

brought me from Cop1ah County when I was six or eight years old. When lira. 

Toliver married she came up here and brought my mother. My mother belonged 

to her son and she sa1d, t~ea (that was mJmother's name), will you follow 
, , 

_ it I bu7 70ur husband?' Her husband's name was lohn Beasley. 'She said, 

'Yes. t Then her old mistress bought Beasle7 and paid fifteen hundred 

dollars to get my mother to come w1th her. Then Peachy went to war and was 

shot because he come home of a . furlough and stayed too l'ong. So wben he 

went back they killed him. My mother nursed h1,m when he was a baby. Old 

man Toliver said he didn't want none ot us to be sold; so they wasn't nODe 

ot us sold. Maybe there would have been if slavery had lasted longer; but 

there wasn't. 

"Mother really belongecl to Peachy, but when Peach7 died, then she fell 

to her mistresa. 

-I have been a widow now for thirty years. I washed and ironed and 

plowet and hoed--everything. How I am gittin' so I ain't able to do nothin' 

and the Relief keeps me alive. I worked and took care ot myself and JD7 last 

husband and he died, and I ain't married since. I used to take a little boy 

38 



8. 

and make ten bale8 ot cotton_ I can't do it now. I u8ed to be a woman in 

flrI' d8.7_ I 8Dl my .mother' s seventh chUd. 

ttl don't buy no hoodoo and I don't believe in none. but a seventh 

child can more or le8s tell you things that are a long w87 ott. It' you 

want to beat the devil you got to do right. Ood' 8 got to be in the plan. 

I tries to do right. I 8Dl not perfect but I do the best I can. I ain't 

got DO bottom teeth, rut my top ones are good. I haTe a t'ew bottom ones. 

The Lalfd' s leeepin' me here for somopin. I been with t 1m now seventy-three 

years." 

Interviewer's Comment 

I'll bet the grandest moment in the lite ot Siater Alexander' 8 mother 

was when her mistress said, -Agnes, will you tollow 1118 it' I buy your 

husband?· Jlifteen hundred dollars to bu.y a rebellious slan in order to 

un1 te a slave couple. It's epic. 
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Interviewar ______ ~M_i~s~s __ I_r~e_n_e __ R_o_b_e_r_t_s_on ________ ~ 

Person intervlewed _______ E_d~A_l~l_e~n~,_De __ s __ A_r_c~, __ Ar_k __ • 

Age ? 

- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.- - - - -- -

"I know that after freedom they took c~re of my pa 

and ma and gi va em a home long. as they 'li vade Ma diad wid 

young mistress here in Des Arc. 

uThe present generation is' going ,to the ba~. Have 

dealings wid em, not good t~ you. Young folks ain't nice 

to you like they used to be. 

~te boys and colored boys, whole crowd of us used 

to go in the river down here all together, one got in dan

ger help him out. ~ey don't do it no more. We used to 

play base ball together. All had a good time. We never 
, ./ 

had to buy ~ ball or a bat. Always had em. The white boys 

bought them. I don't know as who tO'blame but young folk 

changed." 
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Interviewer ________________ Ud~8_8 __ Ire __ ~_e __ Bo~ba __ rt_san~ ______________ __ 

Pers(I)n interviewed Lucindy Allison, lfarked Tree , Arkansas 
-------...:.::1~t~h...,;C~h~i:O::l:-;d:,,;;r,;;;;e ... n...,;a ... t~B~i:-s-c-o-e-,-A:r~k~an--s-a-a----

Age 61 

- - -- - - ~ - - --- ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - --
"Ma was a slave in Arkansas. She said she helped grade a hill and help 

pile up a road between Wicksburg and Wynne. They couldn't put the road 

over the hill, so they put all the slaves about to grade it down. They 

don't use the road but it's still there to show tor itself. 

"She was a tall rawbony woman. Me. was a Hillis and pa' s name was Adam 

Hillis. He learned to trap in slavery and atter treedom he tollowed that 

tor a living. Ma was a sure 'nough tield hand. Mama had three sets of 

children. I don't know how many she did have in all. I had eleven my 01lJ1 

self. Grandma was named Tempy and I heard them tell about when she was 801d. ---.--_. -_. - ~.-~ 

She and mama went together. They used to whoop the slaves when they didn't 

work up peart. 

"When the 'Old War' came on and the Yankees came they took everything 

and the black men folks too. They come by right often. '!'hey would drive up 

at Diaal time and come in and rake up every blessed thing _was cooked. Have to 

go work scrape about and find something else to eat. What they lcee£ "'bout 
~ , , 

you be ing white or black? Thing they was after was filling theirsel YeS up. 

They done white folks worse than that. They burned their cribs and fences 

up and their houses too about if they got mad. Things didn't suit them. If 

they wanted a colored man to go in camp with them and he didn't go, they 

would shoot you down like a dog. Ma. told about some folks she mowd got 

shot in the yard of his own quarters. 
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"U s black folks don t t want war. They are not war kind of folks. 

Slavery wasn't right and that 'Old War' was~'t right neither. 

-when my children was all little I kept Aunt Mandy Buford till she 

died. She was a old slave WOlllllIl. Me and my husband and the biggest 

children worked in the field. She would ait about 'and snoke. MY boys made 

cob pipes and cut cane j'ints for 'er to draw through. Red cob pipes was 

the prettiest. Aunt Mandy said her master would be telling them what to do 

in the field and he say to her, 'I talking to you too.t She worked right 

amon& the men at the same kind of work. She was tall but not large. She 

carried children on her rignt hip when she was so young she drag&ed that 

foot when she walked. The reason she had to go with the men to the field 

like she did was 'cause she wasn't no multiplying waman. She never had a 

chile in all her lifetime. She said her mother nearly got in bad one ttme 

when her sister was carrying a baby. She didn't keep up. Said the riding 

boss got down, dug a hole with the hoe to lay her in it 'cause she was so 

big in front. Her mother told him if he put her daughter there in that hole 
i 

she'd cop him up in pieces wid her hoe. He found he had two to conquer and 

he let her be. But he had to leave 'cause he couldn't whoop the niggerso 

"If I could think of all she tole I'd soon have enough to fill up that 

book you're getting up. I can't recollect who she belong to, and her old 

talk comes back to me now and then. She talked so much we'd get up and go 

on off to keep from hearing her tell things over so many times. 

"Folks like me What got children think the way they do is all right. I 

don't like some of my children's ways but none of us perfect. I tells 'am 

right far as I knows. Times what makes folks no t count. Times gets stiff 

around Biscoe. Heap of folks has plenty. Some don't have much--not enough. 

S~e don't have nothing. 



Itl don't believe in women vot1J:l&. That ruined the country. We got 

along very well till they got to tinkering with the goverumant.-

• 
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Name .t Illte"iewer ____ .:.P.;;. • .;.rn=e;;.;l;;;;:la=-.;;AD~d.;;.e.;:;.r.;;.;o;.::J1:_ _______ _ 
. 

SubJect __________________ ~E~a_r~ll~D~a~y~.~in~.~C~al~.~d~.n=ia~_.~I:a~rl~l~da~Y_.-=ill 
11. Dtrade 

Ah WUI bo tn d. firlt year niggerl WUI tre.. Wuz. bern ill Cale· 

donia at de Primm place. Jlah ma belonged tuh George Thompson. Atter 

mah ,ms. diad ah atayed wid de 'l'oJDlDackl, a while. Aftuh dat IIBh pa taken 

me home. Pat. name WI J.sse ~ueur. A.h worked lat er alave. Ah out. 

wood, sawed 10g8, picked 400 pounds uv cotton evah day. An .peck ah 

marri:ed de fir.t time ah WUI about fo·teen year. ole. Ah b.en mahrid 

three time.. All mah hu.band-. i. daid. Ole man Bngland and 'le 

man Cullen. run bu.ine •• plac •• and 01. man .... l.y. Hi. name .ul 

reason WColey. D. WOoli.. ~t cemet.ry uv dey own right dar near de 

C.bb place. No body i. buried. in dar but d. tambly uv Wooley ... Ole 

man Allen Hale. he run er .tor. dar to.. H. i. y.t livin right dar. 

He i. real ,le. n. 01. larre. Mitchell Place whar ah u •• tub live il 

Guvant land. Warren Kitchell, h. home.teaded the place. We lived 

dar and mad. good crop.. De punie.t dar WUI ieround, but not hit t • 

gr •• ed up. DGn lived dar and made goed crop.. De purtie.t dar WUI 

around. Dar is whah all mah chillun WUI be'n. Ah us. tub take mah 

baby an walk tuh 11 Derado to .evice. Ah u.e tub come tuh n Dorad. 

wid a oman by de name .r Sue " • .t.r. NGthin but wod. when dey laid 

de'- tailroad -heah. Dey built dem widh he." ••• and ex... Ah laW em 

when dey whOlP de ho •••• and Gz.n till dey fallout working d .. when 

dey laid dat .teel. Ab WI at d. fir.t buryin uv de fu.t pu ••• n buried 

in Caledonia graveyard. Huh name WI Joe Ann Polk. We .~t up wid 

huh all night and .ing' and pray. .An when w. got nearly tuh de church de 

bells Ktirted tolling and de folk •• tarted tub 11ngin. 
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When evah any body died dey ring bell. tuh let yo knew lome body 

WU& daid. A 11\1& born on Cbri.tma. day, an ah had tw. chilluna 

born on Chriatma. Day. Dey WU& twin. and one uv em. had twe teeth 

and hi. hair hung dQwn on her .houlders when hit wu& born but hit did 

not live but er .ek. 

Name J •• ephine AIle. 

Occupation Do ... tic 

Re.ident r.rdvill. 

Age not given. 
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Interviewer Miss Irene Robertson 

----------------------------------------------------Person 1nterv1eW8d~ _____ Cb~_a~r_l~e_a~An~d_er_s_Q~n_.~Be~1_e~na~,_Ar .. ka_an __ s_a_s_. ____ __ 

~ ?? or ?8. not sure 

\. 

~ - ~ - - - -- ~ ------- ~ - - ~ - - ~ - ~ ~ - - - ~ - - ~ ~ - - ~ -
"I was born in Bloam:t1eld, Kentucky. I4y parents had the same owners. 

Mary and Elgin Anderson was their names~ '!'hey was owned by Isaac Stone. 

Davis Stone was their son. They belong to the Stones as far back as they 

coul.d remember. Mama was darker than I am. My father was brighter than I 

am. He likely had a white father. I never inquired. U8ma had colored 

parents. Master Stone walked with a big crooked stick. He nor his son 

never went to war. Masters in that country never went. Two soldiers were 

dratted oft our place. I saw the soldiers, plenty of them and plenty times. 
~ 

There never was no serious happenings. 

"The Federal soldiers would come by, sleep in the yard, take our best 

horses and leave the broken down ones. Very little money was handled. I 

never seen much. Master Stone would give us money like he give money to 

Davis. They pri~ed fine stock mostly. They needed money at wheat harvest 

time only. When a celebration or cir~s come through he give us all twenty-

five or thirty cents and told us to go. There wasn't many slaves up there 

like down in this country. The owners from all I've heard was crueler and 

sold them off oftener here. 

"Weaving was a thing the women prided in doing--being a fast weaver or 

a fine hand at weaving. They wove pretty coverlets fvr the beds. I see 

colored s~reads now makes me think about my baby days in Kentucky. 
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"Freedom was something mysterious. Ool9red felks didn't talk it. 

White folks didn't t~~ it. The first I realized something different, 

Master Stone was going to whip a older brother. He told mama something I 

was too small to know. She said, 'Don't leave' this year, son. I'm going 

to leave.' Master didn t t whip hiIll. 

~ster Stone's cousin kept house for htm. I remember her well. They 

were all very nice to us always. He had a large tam. He had twenty 

servants in his yard. We all lived there close'tosether. MY sister and 

mama cooked. We had plenty to eat. We had beet in spring and summer. 

Mutton and kid on special. occasions. We had,hog jn the tall and winter. We 

had geese, ducks. and chickens. We had them when we needed them. We had a 

field garden. He raised corn, wheat, oats, rye, and tobacco. 
" " 

·Once a year we got dressed up. We got shirts, a suit, pants and shoes, 

and what else we needed to wear. Then he told them to' take care 01' their 

clothes. They got plenty to do a year. We didn't have tine clothes no 

ttme. We didn't eat ham and chicken. I never seen biscuit--only same-
/ 

times. 

"I seen a woman sold. They had on her a 'short dress, no sleeves, so 

they could see her muscles, I reckon. They would buy them and put them with 

good healthy men to raise young slaves. I heard that. I was very small 

When I seen that young WemaIl sold and years later I heard that was what was 

done. 

"I don't know when freedom came on. I never did know. We was five or 

six years breaking up. Master Stone never torced any of us to leave. Be 

give same of them a horse when they lef't. I cried a year to go back. It 

was a dear place to me and the memories linger with me evel'y day. 



-There was no ~ecret society or order ot'XU Klux in reach of Ua aa I 

ever heard. 

-I voted Republican ticket. We would go to Jackson to vote. There 

would be a crowd. !he last I voted waa for Theodore Roosevelt. I voted 

here in Helena for years. I was on the petit jury for several years here 111 

Helena. 

-I farmed in your state scme (.Arkansas). I farmed all my young life. 

I been in Arkansas sixty years. I come here J'ebruary 1879 with distant 

relatives. ~ey cane south. When I come to Helena there was but ·one set 

of mechanics. _ I started to work. I learned to ~int and hang wall paper. 

1'va worked in nearly every house in Heleria. 
. , 

"The present times are gloomy. I tried to prepare for old age. I had 

a apartment house and lost it. I owned a home and lost it. They foreclosed 

me out. 

-The present generation is not doing as well as I have. 

"My health knocked me out. My limbs swell, they are stitt. I have a 

bad bladder trouble. 

-I asked for'help but never have got none'. If I could got a little 

relief I never would lost mf houae. They work my wife to death keeping us 

. "" from starving. She sewed till they cut off all but white ladies. Ihen she 

got sixty-five they let her go and She, got a little job cooking. They never 

give us no relief.- . , 
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lnterv1ewer, ______________ ~ __ s_a __ Ir __ en_e __ Bo __ be __ rt __ ao_B ______________ __ 

Person 1nterviewed ______ ~--~~-N~an~$Y~An~d-e~r~s-o-n~~-----------
Street H, West Ilemph1s, Arkansas 

A8e 66 

- - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - --- - - ~ 

-I was born at Sanitobia, Kississipp1. MOther died when I was a child. 

I was three months old, they said, when I lost her. :rather lived to be very 

old. My mother was Ella Gaeter and my stepnother was blcy Evans. My 

father's name was Si Hubbard. My parents marr1ed after the War. I 

remembers Grandma Harriett Hubbard. She said she was sold. She was a 

cook and she raised my papa up with, white folks. Her children was sold with 

her. Papa was sold too at the same time. Papa fired a steam gin. They 

ground corn and ginned cotton. 

WI stayed with Sam Hall's family. She was good to me. I had a amall 

bed by the fireplace. She kept me with two ot her am children. Some ot 

the girls and boys I was raised up with live at Sanitobla now and have tine 

hanes. When we would be playing they would take all the toys tram _. I41s8 

Fannie would s&)"J 'Poor Nancy ain't got no toys.' Then they would put them 

on the floor and we would all play. They had a little table. We all eat at 

it. irie had our own plates. We all eat out of tin plates and had tin cups. 

"They couldn't keep me at home when papa married. I slipped ott across 

the pasture. There was cows and hogs in there all the time. I wasn tt 

afraid ot them. I would get behind Kiss lannie and hide in her dress tail 

when they come after me. '!'hey let me stay most of the t1ma for about tive 

years. Sam Hall was good to my father and J41as Fannie about raised _ atter 

my mother died. She made me mind but she was good to _~ 
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-Grandma lived with papa. She was part Indian. .As long as papa lived 

he share cropped and ginned. He worked as long as he was able to hit a 

lick. He died four miles east out from Sani tobia on Mr. Hayshaws place. 

What I told you is what I know. He said he was sold that one time. Hubbards 

had plenty to eat and wear. He was a boy and they didn't want to stunt the 

children. Papa was a water boy and filed the hoes tor the chopping handse 

He carr,ied a file along with them hoeing and would sharpen their hoes and 

fetch 'am water in their jugs. Aunt Sallie, his sister, took keer of the 

children. 

"Papa went to the War. He could blow his bu~e and give all the war 

signals. He got the military training. Him. and his friend Charlie Grim 

used to step around and show us how they had to march to ordera. His bugle 

had tour joints. I don't know what 1I8nt with it. Prom what they said they 

didn't like the War and was 80 glad to get ~0DI8. 

-Between the big t~s they had worm tences (rail tences) and gate •• 

You had to get a pass trom your master to go visiting. The gates had big 

chains and locks on them. Same places was tollgates where they traveled 

over some man's land to ton. On them. roads the man owned the place 

charged. He kept some boy to open and shut the gate. They said the gates 

was tall. 

·Some ot the slaves that had hard masters run off and stay in the 

woods. They had nigger dogs and would run them--catch 'am. He said one 

man (Negro) was hollowing down back of the wo~ fence close to where they 

was working. They all run to him. A great long coachwhip snake waa 

wrapped 'round him, his arms and all, and whooping him with i.ts tail. 

It cut gashes like a knife and the blood poured. The overseer cut 
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the snake's head off with his. big knife and they carried h~ home bleeding. 

His master didn't whoop htm, said he had no business off in the woods. He 

had run off. His master rubbed salt in the gashes. It nearly killed htm. 

It burnt him so bad. That stopped the blood. They said aut (soot) would 

stopped the blood but it would left black mark. The salt left white marks 

on htm. The salt helped kill the pison (poison). Same masters and over

seers was cruel. When they was so bad marked they didn't bring a good 

price. They thought they was hard to handle. 

-Aunt Jane Peterson, old friend of mine, came to visit me nearly every 

year after she got so old. She told me things to~k place in slavery times. 

She was in Virginia till after freedom. She had two girls and a boy with a 

white daddy. She told me all about how that came. She sa.id no chance to 

run off or ever get oft, you had to stay and take what came. She never got 

to marry till after freedan. Then she had three more black children by her 

husband. She said she was the cook. Old master say, 'Jane, go to the lot 

and get the eggs.' She was scared to go and scared not to go. He'd beat 

her out there, put her head between the slip gap where they let the hogs 

into the pasture tram the lot down back of the' barn. Sb.e say. 'Old missis 

whip me. This ain't right. t He'd laugh. Said she bore three ot his 

children in a room in the same house his family lived in. She lived in 

the same house. She had a room so as she could build fires and cook break

fast by four o'clock samet~es, she said. She was so glad treedaa came on 

and soon as she heard it she took her children and was gone, she said. 

She had no use tor him. She was seared to death ot him. She learned to 

pray and prayed tor freedom. She died in Cold ilater, Mississippi. She was 

so glad freedom come on betore her children come on old enough to sell. 
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Part .1Ihi te children sold tor more than black children. 'fhey used them tor ..... ,

house girls. 

-I don tt know IW. Klux stories enough to tell one. These old' tales leave 

my mind. Itm 66 and all that was betore my time. 

~1mes is strange--hard, too. But the way I have heard they had to 

work and do and go I hardly ever do grumble. Itve heard so DDlch. I got 

children and I do the best I can by them. That is all I can do or say.-
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Interviewer. _________________ ·_Se~D:le~l~B~.~Ta~yl~o~r~ ______________ __ 

Person interviewed~ ___ ~~-~..;R;.:.-...::B~.~An~d=-e-r-s-on_=_~:_:__:_---
Route 4, Box 68 (near Granite) 

.Age 76 Little Rock, Arkansas 

- - - - .... 

"I was born in Little Rock along about Seventeenth and Arch Streets. 

There was a big plantation there then. Dr. Wright owned the plantation. 

He owned my mother and father. My father and mother told me that I was born 

in 1862. They didn't know the date exactly, so I put it the last day in the 

year and call it December 30, 1862. 

w.My fatherts name was William Anderson. He didn't go to the War 

because he was blind. He was ignorant too. He was colored. He was a 

pretty good old man when he die4. 

~ mother's name was Minerva Anderson. She was three-fourths IndiaA, 

hair way down to her waist. I was in Hot Springs blacking boots when my 

mother died. I was only about eight or ten years old th~no I always 

regretted I wasn't able to do anything for my mother betore she died. I 
, ' 

don't know to What tribe her people belonged. 

"Dr. Wright was awful good to his slaves. 

"I don't know just how freedall came to my folks. I never heard my 

father say. They \fere set free, I know. They were set free when the War 

ended. They never bought their freedom. 

"VIe lived on Tenth and near to Center in a one-roan log house. 

That is the earliest thing I remember. When they moved from there, my 

father had accumulated enough to buy a home. He bought it at Seventh 

and Broadway. He paid cash for it--five hundred and fifty dollars. 

53 



254 

That is where we all lived until it was sold. I couldn't name the date of 
the sale but it was sold for good money-about three thousand eight hundred 
dollars, or maybe around four thousand. I was a young man then. 

"1 remember the Brooks-Baxter War. 
"1 remember the King White fooled a lot of niggers and armed them and 
brought them up here. The niggers and Republicans here fought them and run 
them back where they come from. 
"1 know Hot Springs when the main street was a creek. I can't remember 
when I first went there. The government bath-house was called 'Ral Hole', 
because it was mostly people with bad diseases that went there. 
"After the War, my father worked for a rich man named Hunter. He was 
yardman and took care of the horse. My mother was living then. 
"Scipio Jones and I were boys together. We slept on pool tables many a 
time when we didn't have no other place to sleep. He was poor when he was a 
boy and glad to get hold of a dime, or a nickel. He and I don't speak today 
because he robbed me. I had a third interest in my place. I gave him money 
to buy my place in for me. It was up for sale and I wanted to get posses-
sion. He gave me some papers to sign and when I found out what was 
happening, he had all my property. My wife kept me from killing him." 

Interviewer's Comment 
Occupation: Grocer, bartender, porter, general work 
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Interv1e_r lIrs. Bam_ BowdeJ:L 

Perlon internead Sarah .Ander8OJl 
3815 •• Second A.venue, Pine Blutt, .Arkansa. 

Age 78? 

- - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

WI don't know wh8l1 I was born. When the 01vU War ended, I was bout 

four or f1ve years old. 

WI jes' remember when the people come back-the soldier_when the War 

ended. We ch111un :run under the house. That ftS the Yankeee. 

WI was born in B1bb County, Georgia. That's 'where I was bred and born. 

-I been in Arkansas ever since I was tourteen. !hat 118.8 shortly after 

the 01 vU War, I reckon. We come here when they _I ~grat1n' to Arkanaas. 

I'm tellin' you the truth, I been here a long t1llla. 

WI member when the soldiers went by and we ch111un run under the house. 

I"t was the Yankee cavalry, and they made so mch n0188. Dat' s what the old 

folks told us. I member dat we run under the house and' called ourself 

h1d1n' • 

• 1' master was Madison NeW8OlI8 and J1I'f DL1aeia was Sarah New.,.. IIalaed 

after her? Jmat a done it. 1la and he r ch11lun was aut wallowin' in the 

dirt when the Yankees CC1118 by. Sometimes I sta18d in the house with Jq 

wh1 te folks all night. 

~y mother and father say they was 11'811 treated. !hat's what they -.y. 
~---------------

·Old folka didn't low us ch111un round when they 118.8 talkin' bout 

the1r bus1ne •• , no ma' ... 

"e st&18d with old master a good while atter treedom--tUl they 

commenced em1gratin' trom Georg1a to .lrkansaa. Yes ma t ~ 
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-I'm :the mother ot fourteen chill un-two paira ot tw1D.a. I married 

youns--bout tifteen or sixteen, I reckon. I married a youDS tellow. I 

say we waa just chapa. .Atter he died, I married a old aettled man and 

noW' he's dead. 

-I baen livin' a prett,. good lite. Seems like the white tolka Jun 

didn't want me to get away tram their ch11luu. 

-JJ.l rsrr chillun dead cept one Bon. Be waa a tw1a. it 

a. 56 
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Interviewr iii .. Ire_ Robertaoa 

Person interviewed Selie ADderSOl1, Bolly Grove. A.1'kausaa 

Aae '18 

~ - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - ---- - - - - - - - - -
WI was born near Decatur, Alabama and lived there till I was fifteen 

Y'ears old. Course I members hearin t em talk bout Mars Nen. I named tur 

rq ma. t sold mstN" - Kiss Selie Thompson and liars Newt Thompson. Pa 

died when I was three years old. Ue was a soldier. )(a had seven 00114-

rene They have bigger families then than they have now. JIa nama 

Ermnal1ne Thompson. Pa name Sam Adairo I can't tell you about him. I 

heard _ saY' his pa was a whi ta man. Ue was light skinned. Old folks 

didn't taJ.k mch foe children so I don't know well nough to tell Y'ou bout 

him. Me. was a cook and a licensed midwife in .Alabama. She .ai ted on both 

black and white. Ifa never staid at hame DIllch. She worked out. I 0(118 to 
'-___ .";'4" 

)(18sissippi atter I married and had one child. :ua and' all CC.h )fa .. at 

to Tom McGehee t 8 to cook atter treedca. She married old mall naed Lewia 

Chase and theY' worked on where he had been raised. His name was Lewis 

Sprangle. Be 100ke4 after the stock and drove the carriage. Daniel 

Sprangl.e had a store and a big:tam.. Be had three gir)s and three boys. 

I was their house girl. llama lived on the place and gLve me to _ oa .. 

they could do better part bY'me than she could. I 1I&S six )"Mrs old .en 
• 

she give _ to em. They lernt me to sweep, knit. crochet, piece quilts. 

She le1'l1t her children thater 118.1 sOlll8t1maa. llias BancY' &preBle didn t t 

treat me no different tram her own girls. Iliss Dora married JIr. Pitt Loney 
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and I was dressed up and held. up her train (lema dress and veil). I 

stayed with lIi.a Dora after she married. One ot the girls married Mr. 

10hn Galbreth. I married and went home then come to Missiasippi. Mrs. 

Oe.bles, Jlr. Gables was old people bl.t they had t1l0 adopted bOTa. I took 

them boys to the field to work wid my children. She sewed for me and my 

children. Her girls cooked all we at in buay times. They done work at 

the house but they didn't work in the field. 

8. 58 

ItI been married five timea. Kvery time I married I married at home. 

Mighty little marryin' gain' on now..:.. mighty little. Mama stayed wid 1Ir. 

Sprangle till we all got grown. )fiss Nancy's girls married so that ell 

the 'VI8y I knowd how to do. I had a good time. I danced every chance I 

got. I been wall blessed all my life till I'm gettin' feeble now. 

"Papa run the gill on Mr. Sprangle' a place, then he went to war, ccae 

back foe he died. I recken he cane home sick cause he died pretty aoon. 

"1 jess can member this rn nux broke down our door wid hatchets. It 

scared us all to death. They didn't do nuth1n' to us. !hey was huntin' 
/ ,. 

Uncle lett. Be wasn't bout our house. He lias ox driver :ter Mr. SlJrangle. 

Him and a family ot pore white tolks @pt to fusain' bout a bridle. ~ 

of em was dressed up when they come to our house _ said. J.fter that 1Ir. 

Kirby killed him close to his home start in , out 0_ m.ornin' to .,rk. Hi. 

name lI&a Uncle lett Saxon. IIa knowd it was SCllB of the man r1gbt on Jh-. 

Sprangle'a place wbut come to our house. 

-I live wid 7q daupter. I get ta trom tbe Welfare. 

-It they vote tor better it be all right. I never _en no pole.. I 

don't know hOll they vote. I'll too old to atart up votin'. 



ItJ.alld you got me now. 'lb.e times changed and got 80 tast. It all 

beyond _. I jes' listens. I don't know 1Ihut goner bappen to this younl 

generation.-

/ 
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Inte"1e_:r~. ______ .18!~.!!!. !!.~lw· S=· .!!..' ~t~all~er~ _____ _ 

Person 1nt."1.wI4~~",~.p'.~.A_.~Aa~4_I~r __ ~~4~a_:rk~b_ro~_ ....... ~ __ 
• 18th Street. 1.1ttll Roct, .Ark .... 

Ap '18 

---__ -----L _.J~ICfjl_ it.~_~t~i:J-- -- ... ~--

-I 4OD't know no'th1J1' about alave1'7_ You know I wouldD.'tknow noth1a' 
. -

bout 1 t cause I W&8 only tour yeara old Den the war ende4. All I know 1. 

old tolka 41da' t talk betore chUun. 1'hey dldn' t haTe tt.. Be.lc1ea, 

rq mother an4 tather .. re.eparat .. 

-I .. born in ukaDau an4 have 11 ft4 here all .,. llt.. :a&t I 40.'" 
. . r 

goaalp and entertaa. I jun IIlOved in thl. house laat __ • ~ook a 1IhHl. 

barrow and brought all the.e th1Dss here lQ".elt. 

-
thought the hOll.e .. tal11q. I srk all dar aDd when nlght coa.a, I'. 

-I don't have no wite, no chlldren, nothta' J nobody to help _ out. 
~ . 

I dontt uk tbe ne1pbors noth1n' capt to clear out thls jUDk the1 len 

-I ain't goin' to talk aboa. t thl xu nux. I got other th1D.ga to 

thiDk about. It talc.s all IQ' time and .trenath to do ., work and 11 Te a 

Chrlstle. ~olk. got so nowadays the,. 4011' t care bout nothta t • I just 

11 ve here and serve the lAwd.-
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Ia"eni_r'a ec...1l1la 

Jnder801l i. aepara".' troa hl. wlfe 1dlo len hta. Be loat his heM • 

ahort tiM aso • .A te. month. ap, he ... 80 siet he .ae expected to dl.~ 

Be supports hilla.a through the trlenc1l1l1e.a ot a te. white people 1Iho 

&1 T8 h1m odd. and and. of work to do. 

I mad. three calls on htD, helped h1a aet up his stoves and hi. bed. 

ad olear up his house a 11ttle blt .1».08 he had just moved into 1t u.d 

had a pod deal of work to do. me miatortune. ha .... ~ h1a unwlll1q to 

talk just now. but he will gl .... a good 1I1ten1e. later I .. oerta1ae 
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IDtente .. r--., ____ ...... II1 ................ Ireu .......... _Bo ... be ....... " ....... - ...... ______ _ 

-~-~-~-~~------------------------~-

"1 wa. born at .Tacuon, lIonh. Carol1na. __ ater and m.tre •• 

.... el Bet.,. aDCl1aaoll W1111 ... blt Jrf pats name was Anthoay. _ 7OUD& 

.. tel' wa. a orderly seargent. Be took me w1el hila to return so. DlUe. 

aDel wagon.. Be showed me what he want do.e an I tolloweel hill 1"OW1C1 wid 

~n.. !he wagons hanled amun1t10n and prov1sion.. Fa worke4 tor the 

_ater aDd ma cooke4. !he,. got sold to Lau.e. Capen. nen treed_ 

ccae the,. went back and stayed a month or two, at W11li8J18 then .. all 
/ 

went back to 101m 04-. Ie stapel round clo.e and :t&lWtel &Del workeel 

t111 they d1ed. I married and when I had tour or t1Te ch11dren I heard 

ob d1. country. I came o~ t..1grat10a t1cket to Mr.~elott here at 

'Biscoe. Train fUll ot us got together ty1d COIle. One u1te DIaD. got us 

all up and. brought u. here to BiSCH. I :t&l'lled :tor 1Ir. qctelott tOU' 

or t1v. ,.ear., thea :tor 1Ir. Bland, Mr. ScrogiJl. 

\\ I ...... 1' .ent to school a clay 1D. JI1 11t.. I uae4 to Tote here 1ll 

B1.coe r1pt -n. I let the 70UDg tolk. do JQ' vot111. '!'he,. can t.ll 

more about it. I abo do not think 1t 1. the woman'. plac. to vote an 

holel all the job. :trca the _n. Itten you don't in the Prt..rr cause 

you don't kao. Illlt' tc p1ck out a man, you sho don't kIlow nuth111 81' tall 

bout TOt1D. 1D. the General 1.ot1011. In taot it a1n't no pod to our 

raoe Doho •• 
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Iftle whole world lOne pa •• .., judgment 10DC 8.&0. I je.s .et. 

rOWld to see what theY' 8ay aD do nen. It i8 bad when you oaint get 

work you able to do aD that's hard on the old tolks. I could saved. 

I did save right aaart. Sicknes. COJl8 on. SometiMs you have a bad 

crop rear. ake nuthin. wt 1ov. have to live ODe YOUD8 tolks don't 

.. e no hard tlJaes it they keep w.ll an able to work. 

,\ .~ I get commodities and 9V a month. I do a little it I can. 

One time my SOil bOllght a place to me 8.Dd him. He paid all cept 

"0. I don't know .nut it c08t DOW. It was .7 acre.. I worked oa 

it three year.. Ue sold it and went to the sawmill. Be 88.7 he C(IU 

II 
out aquare on it. I didn't wanter sell 1t 'b1t he 4id. 
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t~ :..... ... ___ ~_, ... '- j 

Intervienr ~ Bernie. Beri.en 

------------------------~--------------------

Age 80 

~----------------------------------~---

ItI am eighty years old. l(y:name t fore I was a Arbe17 was Baxber. __ 

mother was a Baxter. Born in Union County. 

It_ mother's tirst people was Baxter and Jq grandmother was a Baxter 

&lid they just went by that ll8.1DS J she ~ever did change her name. 

"The boss JII8Z1Io-that was 'what they oalled our master--his Dame _s Paul 

Mccall. He was married twice. His oldest son 'Was Jim KcCe.11. He was in 

the War. Yes malam, the Civil War. 

ItPaul )[co&ll raised me up with his chillUD. and I never d1cl oal1 h1m.

.. ster. just called him pappy, and Jm Jloo&l1, I oalled h5.m brother Jm. 

Just raised us all up there in the yarde ., grBlldmnther ... s the oo~ 

ItThere wasn't no tightint in Ullion County' but I 'manber 1Ihen the , 

Yankees was goin' through and singint 

'The Union forever i hurrah, boys. hurrah 
Wei 11 ra1:q t round the flag. bo78~ 
Shouting the battle or:! 01' freedom. t 

(She sang this-ede) 

And I 'member this one good: 

'Old buokwheat cakes and good strong butter 
To Eke your lips go !'lip, flip, nutter~ 
IPok a"W8¥, look away, look awa.y, Dixie laDd.1 

Itpappy used to p~ t~t on his fiddle and have us chillun tryiJlt 1;0 

dance. Used to oall us chillun and Stq', 'You little devils, come up here and 

dancel a:nd have us lIILrOhint • 

-·64. 
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" __ oouam used to be. a quill blower. Broiiher Jmwould oui; fishin l 

oanes and plat tem tog~ oa11ed 'em a paok-five in a row, just like 

lI\V' f:blgers·. Al\rbod;y that knowed how could ~e make musio on I em. Tam. 

Roll1ns~ that was lI\Y baby uno1e, he was a banjo picker. 

"loan remember a heap a things that happened, but 'bout slavery. I 

didn't lalow one ~ :tram. another. They treated us so nioe .that wben ther 

sa.id freedom come, I thought I was al~s fr~ 

"I heered m:I grandmother ta.lk about sel1inl tem, but I wa.s just 8. 

little ldd and I didn't know what they was talkint about. I heered Iem. say, 

tDid you know they sold A'unt Sally away from her baby?' I heered 'em talkin' , 

I laJow that muoh. 

"A:rber freedom, our folks ~ed right on pa.ul McCall's place. .,. 

grandmother cooked for the Mcca1ls till I was eight or nine years old, then 

she cooked for the llOCrl9's-they was all relati VGs-ti11 I 1I8.S twenty ___ • 

"paul JlcCe.ll first married in the Baxlier family and then he mrried 1lrbo 
l 

the MoCrq fami:q. I lived on the KcCe.11 place till I Was grown. They all 

come from Ala~ Yes'm, they come befot the. war was. 

"Chi11un in dem ~s paid attention. People raised oh11lun in dam davs. 

Folks just teeds tam now and lets tem. grow up. 

"1 100ka at the young 1"8.Oe now IU'ld they is 8.S wise as rabbits. 

"I never went to sohoo1 but three months, but I DeVer will forget that 

old blue baok MoGuffey's. Sam Porter 1I8.S our teacher and I was soared of 

hime I was so soared I oouldn't learn nothint • 

nAs far as I oan ramflliber I have been treated nice everywhere I been. 

Ainlt DOne of the white tolks ever mistreated .. 
• 



"Lord; ..... had plentY to eat in slavery dqa-and freedom dqa 

"one time when my mother 'Was cooidnt for Colonel :Morgan and m:f oldest 

brother was worldnl same 18.lld, m:f mother al~8 sent me over with a buoket 

of' milk for JUm. So one dq she sq, t Snooq, cOJlle carry your brother's 

milk and hurry so he can have it for dim1er.' I was gaint across a field, 

s. 

that was a awful deer oountry. I had on a red dress and was goin' on with 

D\Y' milk when I saw a old buck looldn' at me. All at ODCe he went ''Whu-u-ul , 

and then the 'Whole drove came up. There was mose~ trees (I think she must 

have meant mimosa-ed.) in the field and I run and olimbed up in one of 'an. 

A mose~ tree grows crookedJ I don't oare how straight you put it in the 

ground, it's goin' to grow crookede So I ol:bD.b up in the lDOseq tree am 

begin to yell. 1I\Y brother heard me and carne I ca.use he knowed what was up. He 

used to sq, ° 'Now, Snipe, when you came 'cross that mose~ field, don't you 

wear that old red drelJs I cause theylll get you dawn and tear that dress off 

YOUe' I liked the dress Icause he had give it to me. I had set the milk 
• .. 

down at the ° foot of the tree and itt s a wonder they didritt knook it over, but 

when 1!J3'0 brother heard me yell he come a nmnin', with a gun and shot ODe ot 

the deer. I got some of the venison and he give some to Colonel Morgan, his 

boss man.. Colonel Morgan had fought in the -.r. 
"The reason I cantt tell you no more is, sizJce I got old m:f mind goea 

this and that a 'WlW. 

"But I can tell you all the doctors that doctored on me. They give _ 

up to die ODOe. I had the chills from the first of ODe Jaml&.ry' to the next. 
; 

We had Dr. Chester and Dr. :MoCrq and Dr. Lewis-his name 1I8.S Perr,y-and Dr. 

Green and Dr. Smeade Took q1drdne till I oouldn't hear, and :f'1IIalq Dr. Green 

said, tWe'll just quit givint her medicine, looks like shels goint to die-8.l\VftY.1 
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And than Dr. Lewis ted me for three weeks stea.C\Y' on okra soup oooked with 

ohickene Just give me the broth.e Then I oommenced gettint bEJtter and here 

I am. 

"But I cantt work like I used to. When I was young I could work rig!xt; 

along with the men but I can't do it now. I wish I oould 'cause they! s a 

heap a things lid like that llW' ohillun and grandohillun can't get for ma. 

"Well, good-by'e, come ba.ok again sometime." 



lnterviewer __________________ Ba_~ __ le_l __ S_. __ !a~yl~o_r ________________ __ 

Person interviewed Clmpbell Armstrong 
802 Schiller Street, LittleRock, Arkansas 

Age 86 

.. ------

"I couldn't tell you when I was born. I was born a good wh1l.e before 

treedom. I was a boy about ten years old in the time of the Oivil War. 

That would make me about eighty-tive or six years old. 

WoMy father's name was Oy Armstrong. My mother's name was Gracie Arm-

strong. I don't know the names of my grandparents. They was gone when I 

got here. My sister died right there in the corner of the next roam. 

House and li'urni ture 

"I used to live in an old log house. Take dirt and dob the cracks. 

The floors were these here planks. We had two windows and one door. That 

was in Georgia, in Houston County, on old Dempsey Brown~.s place. I know 

h1m--know who dug his grave. 

~ey had beds nailed up to the side of the house. People had a 

terrible time you mow. ihite folks had it all. When I CC1D8 along they 

had it and they had it ever since I been here. You didn't have no chance 

like folks have nowaday's. lust made benches and stools to sit on. }.fade 

tables out of planks. I never saw any cupboards and things like that. Them 

things wasn't thought about then. The house was like a stable then. But 

them log houses was better than these 'cause the wind couldn't get throuSb 

them. 
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Work as a Boy 

"I wasn't doin' nothin' but totin' water. I toted water for a whole 

year When I was a boy about eight years old. I was the water boy for the 

field hands. Later I worked out in the fields myself. They would make me 

sit on my mammy's row to help keep her up. 

Free Negroes 

2. 69 

"You better not say you were free them days. If you did, they'd tell 

you to get out of there. You better not stop on this side of the Mason 

Dixie Line either. You better stop on .the other side. Whenever a nigger 

got so he couldn't mind, they'd take him 'down and· whip him. They'd whip the 

free niggers just the same as they did the slaves. 

Marriage 

"You see that broom there? They just lay that broom down and step over 

it. That was all the marriage they knowed about. 

Corn Shuckings 

"The boys used to just get down and raise a holler and shuck that corn. 

~~t they had fun! They sure liked to go to those corn shuckings. They 

danced and went on. They'd give t em whiskey too. That t s all I know about 

it. 

Rations 

"They'd weigh the stuff out and give it to you and you better not go 

back. They'd g1 ve you three pounds of meat and a quart of meal and molasses 

when they'd make it. Sometimes they would take a notion to give you some

thing like flour. But you had to take what they give you. They give out 

the rations every Saturday. That was to last you a week. 
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Patrollers 

"I was at a ball one night. They had f'ence rails in the f'ire. 

Patroller knocked at the door, stepped in and closed it behind h~. Nigger 

pulled a rail out of' the fire and stuck it 'gainst the patroller and that 

patroller stepped aside and let that nigger get by. Niggers used to tie 

ropes across the road so that the patrollers' horses would trip up. 

Mulattoes 

"I never seed any mulattoes then. That thing is something that just 

come up. Old Dempsey Brown, if' he seed a white man goin' 'round with the 

nigger women on his place, he run h~ away from there. But that's gwine on 

in the full now. 

"That ought not to be. If' God had wanted,them people to mix, he'd have 

mixed 'em. God made 'an red and white and black. And I'm goin' to stay 

black. I ain't climbed the fence yet and I won't climb it now. I don't 

,know. I don't believe in that. If' you are white be white, and if you are 

black be black. Children need to go out and play but tbese boys ought not 

to be 'lowed to run after these girls. 

Whippings 

"Your overseer carried their straps with them. They had 'em with 'em 

all the time. Just like them white f'olks de down to the County Farm. Used 

to use a man just like he was a beast. They'd make h~ lay down on the 

ground and whip him. They'd had to shoot me down. That is the reason I 

tend to my business. If he wouldn't lay down they'd call for help and strap 

him down and stretch him out. Put one man on one arm and another on the 

other. They'd pull his clothes down and whip the blood out of' h~. Them 

people didn't care what they done since they didn't do right. 
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Freedom 

"'When I first heard them talking about freedom, I didn't know what 

freedom was. I was there standin' right up and looking at 'eIll when they 

told us ue was free. And master said, 'You all free now. You can go where 

you want to.' 

"They never give you a thing when they freed you. They give you some 

work to do. They never looked for nothin' only to go to work. The white 

folks always had the best of it. 

rrJhen Abe Lincoln first freed 'em, they all stood together. If this 

one was ill the others went over wld sit up with h~. If he needed some

thing they'd carry it to h~. They don't do that now. They· done well then. 

as soon as they quit standing together then they had trouble. 

Wages Then 

"Fellow said to me, tOwmpbell, I want you to split up them blocks and 

pile 'em up for me. t I said, 'What you goin' to pay me?' He said, 'I'll pay 

you what 1s right.' I said, 'That won't do; you have to tell me what you 

go in , to giys ma before I start to work.' And'he said to me, 'You can git 

to hell out of here.' 

Selling and Buying Slaves 

"They'd put you up on the block and sell you. That is just what 

they'd do--sell you. These white folks will do anything,--anything they 

want to do. They'd take your clothes orf just like you was some kind of a 

beast. 

"You used to be worth a thousand dollars then, but you're not worth two 

bits now. You ain't worth nothin' When you're free. 
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Refugees -- Jeff Davis 

~ey used to came to my place in droves. Wagons would start coming in 

in the morning and they wouldn't stop coming in till two or three in the 

evening. They'd just be travelin' to keep out the way of the Yankees. They 

caught old Jeff Davis over in Twiggs County. That's in Georgia. Caught him 

in Buzzard's Roost. That was only about four or five uiles from where I was. 

I was right down yonder in Houston County. Twigg County and Houston County 

is adjoinin'. I never saw any of the soldiers but they wns following them 

though. 

Voters 

"I hava sean plenty of niggers voting. I wasn't old enough to vote in 

Georgia. I come in Arkansas and I found out how the folks used themselves 

and I come out that business. They was selling themselves just like cattle 

and I wouldn't have nothing to do with that. 

"I knew Jerry Lawson, who ';laS Justice of Peace. He was a nigger, a 

low-down devil. Man, them niggers done more dirt in t~s city. The 

Rapublicans had this city and state. I went to the polls and there was very 

few white folks ~here. I knew several of them niggers-~ck Armstrong, he 

was Justice of Peace. I can't call the rest of them. Nothing but old 

thieves. If they had been people, they'd baen honest. Vlouldn't sell their 

brother. It is bad yet. They still stealin' yet. 

Ku Klux 

"That's another davil. Man, I'll tell you we seen terrible times. I 

don't know nothing much about 'em myself. I know ana thing. Aba Lincoln 

said, 'Kill him wharever you see him.' 



Selr...support and Support of Aged Slaves 
in Slave Times 
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"A white man asked me how much they givin' me. I said, 'Eight dollars.' 

He said, 'You ought to be gittin' twenty-five.' I said, 'Maybe I ought to 

be but I ain ft. t 

"I ain't able to do no work now. I ain't able to tote that wood 

hardly. I don't git as much consideration as they give the slaves back 

yonder. They didn't make the old people in slavery work when they was my 

age. My daddy when he was my age, they turned him out. They give him a 

rice patch where he could make his rice. When he died, he had a whole lot 

of rice. They stopped putting all the slaves out at hard labor when they 

got old. That's one thing. White folks will take care of their old ones. 

Our folks won't do it. They'll take a stick and kill you. They don't 

recognize you're human. Their parents don't teach them. ~olks done quit 

teaching their children. They don't teach them the right thing no more. If 

they don't do, .then they ought to make them do. 

Little Rock 

"I been here about twenty years in Little Rock. I went and bought this 

place and paid for it. Somebody stole seventy-rive dollars from me right 

here in this house. And that got me down. I ain't never been able to git up 

since. 

"I paid a man for ~at he did for me. He said, 'Well, you owe me 

fifteen cents.' When he got done he said, 'You owe me fifty cents.' You 

can't trust a man in the city. 

"I was living down in England. That's a little old country town. I 

coma here to Little Rock where I could be in a oi ty. I done well. I bought 

this place. 
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ttl reckon I lived in: ArkansaS"'tlbout thirtY' years before I left and come 

here to Little Rock. When I left Georgia, I come to Arkansas and settled 

down in Lonoke County, made crops there. I couldn't tell you how long I 

stayed there. I didn't keep no record of it at all. I come out of Lonoke 

County and went into Jefferson. 

"Man, I was never in such shape as I am in now. That devilish stock 

law killed me. It killed all the people. Nobody ain't been able to do 

noth1n' since they passed the stock law. I had seventy-five hogs and twenty 

COWSo They made a law you had to keep them chickens up, keep them hogs up, 

keep them cows up. They shoots at every right thing, and the wrong things 

they don't shoot at. God don't uphold no man to set you up in the jail when 

you ain t t done nothin'. You didn't have no privilege then (sla.ve t line), and 

you ain't got none now." 



Illterviewer 
Pernella Anderson, oOlored. 

EX-SLAVE AND RIDDLES 

El DOrado Division 
Federal Writers' project 
Union County, Arkansas 

"I was born in the Junction city community and belonged to the cooks. I was ten 

years old at surrender. Mother and father had 12 children and we lived in a one room 

log cabin and cooked on a fireplace and oven. Mos and Miss Cook did not allow .. and 

pa to whip me. When ever 1 do something and I knew I was going to get a whipping I 

would make it to old Miss. She would keep me from getting that whipping. I was a 

devilish boy. I would do everything in the world I could think: of just for devilment. 

Old mo s was sure good to his slaves. I never went to school a day in my life. Old 

Miss would carry me to church sometimes when it was hot Et> we could fan for her. We 

used palmeter fan leaves for fans. We ate pretty good in slavery time, but we did 

not have all of this late stuff. Some of our dishes was possum stew, vegetables, per-

simmon pie and tato bread. J4a did not allow us to sit around grown folks. When tbay 

were. talking she always made us get under the bed. Our bed was made from pine poles. 

We children slept on pallets on the floor. The way slave~ married in slavery time 
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they jumped over the broom and when they separated they jumped backward over the broom. 

Times were better in Slavery time to my notion than they are now because they, did not 

go hungry, neither necked. They ate common am wore one kind of clothes." 

A duck, a bullfrog and a skunk went to a circus. the duck and the IUlfrog got in, 

why didn't the skunk get in?; 

(Answer). 'lbe dnck had a bill, the lnllfrog had a greenback but the skunk had nothing 

but a scent. 

If JOur father's sister is not your aunt what kin is she to you? (your mother). 

What is the difference between a four quart measure and a side saddle? 

(Aaswer). They both hold a gallon. ( a gal on) 

-Cora Armstrong, colored. 
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Age 73 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

"I'll tell you what I heard. I was too little to remember the Civil 

War. Mama's owner was Dillard. She called him 'Master' Dillard. ---
Papa t s owner was BIni the He called him. 'Master' fbi the Mama was 

named Ann and papa Arthur &l1 the I was born at West Point, Mississippi. I 

heard ma say she was sold. She said Pattick sold her. She had to leave 

her two children Cherry and Ann. Mama was a field hand. So was grandma 

yet she worked in the house same she said. Atter treedom Cherry and Ann 

came to mama. She was going to be sold agin but was treed betore sold. 

"Mama didn't live only till I was about three years old, 80 I don't 

)mow enough to tell you about her. Grandma raised U8. She was sold twice. 

She said she run out of the house to pick up a star when the stars tell. 

They showered down and disappeared. 

~e Yankees camped close to where they lived, close to West Point, 

Mississippi, but in the country close to an artesian well. The well was on 

their place. The Yankees stole grandma and kept her at their tent. Ther 

meant to take her on to wait on them and use but when they started to move 

old master spicioned they had her hid down there. He watched out and seen 

her when they was going to load her up. He went and got the head man to make them 

gi ve her up. ~'he was so glad to coma home. Glad to see him cause she 

wanted to see him. They watched her so close she was afraid they would 

shoot her leaving. She lived to be 101 years old. She raised me. 
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She used to tell how the overseer would whip her in the field. !her 

wasn't good to her in that way-

2.. 77 

ItI have three living children and eleven dead. I married twice. My 

first husband is living. ~ second husband is dead. I married in day 

time in the church the last time. Jll else ever took place in my lite was 

hard work. I worked in the field till I was too old to hit a tap. I live 

wid my children. I get ta and carmodi ties. 

ItX came to .Arkansas because they said money was easy to get-growed on 

bushes. I had tour little children to make a living tor and they said it 

was easier. 

Itr think people is better than they was long time ago. Times 1s 

harder. People have to buy everything they have as high as they is, makes 

money scarce nearly bout a place as hen's teeth. Hens ain't got no teeth. 

We don't have much money I tell you. The Weltare gives me te.-
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Interviewer Samuel S. Taylor 

Person interviewed 10seph Samuel Badeett 
1221 Wrigb. t Avenue, Little Rock, Arkansas 

Age 72 

liMy mother had Indian in her. She would fight. She was the pet at 

the :people. When she was out, the paterolea would whip her because she 

didn't have a pass. She has showed me scars that were on her even till the 

day that she died. She was whipped because she was out without a pass. 

She could have had a pass any time tor the asking, but she was too proud to 

ask. She never wanted to do things by per.mission. 

Birth 

"I was born in 1864. I was born right here in Dallas County. Some ot 

the most prominent :people in this state came tram there. I was born on 

Thursday, in the morning at three o'clock, May the twetttho MY mother has 

told me that so often, I have it memorized. 

Persistence of Slave Customs 

"While I was a slave and was born close to the end of the Civil Wart 

I remember see ing many of the soldiers down here. I remember IID.lch of the 

treatment given to the slaves. I used to say 'master' myself in my day. We 

had to do that till after '69 or t 70. I remember the time when I couldn't 

go nowhere without asking the 'white tolks.' I wasn't a slave then but I 

coul~~'t go ott without asking the white people. I didn't know no better. 

"I have known the time in the southern part at this state when it 

you wanted to giva an entertainment you would have to ask the white folks. 
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Didn't know no better. For years and years, most of the niggers just 

stayed with the white talks. Didn't want to leave them. Just took what 

they give tem and didntt ask for nothing different. 

"If I had known forty years ago what I know now' 

First Negro Doctor in Tulip, Arkansas 

"The first Negro doctor we ever seen come tram Little Rock down to 

Tulip, Arkansas. We were all excited. There were plenty of people who 

didn't have a doctor living with twenty miles of them. When I was fourteen 

years old, I was secretary of a conterence. 

Schooling 

WWhat little I know, an old white woman taught me. I started to sohool 

under this old woman because there werentt any colored teachers. There 

wasn't any school at Tulip where I lived. This old lady just wanted to 

help. I went to her about seven years. She taught us a little every year--

-'specially in the summer time. She was high class--a high class Christian 
./ 

woman--belonged to the Presbyterian church. Her name was lfrs. Gentry Wiley. 

"I went to school to SCipio Jones once. -Then they opened a public 

school at Tulip and J. C. Smith taught there two years in the summer time. 

Then Lula Baily taught there one year. She didn't know no more than I did. 

Then ScipiO came. He was there for a whUe. I don't remember just how 

long. 

"After that I went to Pine Blutt. The County Judge at that time had 

the right to name a stUdent fram each district. I was appointed and went up 

t~ere in '82 and '83 tram my district. It took about eight years to finish 

Branch Normal at that time. I stayed there two years. I roomed with old 

:.1UU John Young. 
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"You couldn't go to school without paying unless you were sent by the 

Board. We lived in the country and I would go hame in the winter and study 

in the swmmer. Professor J. C. Corbin was principal of the Pine Bluff 

Branch Normal at that time. Dr. A. H. Hill, Professor Booker, and quite a 

number of the people we consider distinguished were in school then. They 

finished, but I didntt. I had to go to my mother because she was ill. I 

don't claim to have no schooling at all. 

"Forty Acres and a YUle" 

"~ mother received forty acres of land when freedom came. Her master 

gave it to her. She was given forty acres of land and a colt. There is no 

more to tell about that. It was just that way--a gift of forty acres of 

land and a colt from her former master. 

"MY mother died. There is a woman living now that lost it (the home). 

Mother let Malinda live on it. Mother lived with the white folks meanwhile. 

~e didn't need the property for herselt. She kept it for us. She built a 

nice log house on it. Fifteen acres of it was under c~ltivation when it was 

g1 ven to her. My s1 ster lived on it for a long time. She mortgaged it in 

some way I don't know how. I rernember when the white people ran me down 

there some years back to get me to sign a title to it. I didn't have to 

sign the paper because the property had been deeded to Susan Badgett and 

HEIRS; lawyers advised me not to sign it. But I signed it for the sake ot 

my sister. 

Father and Master 

~y mother's master was named Badgett--Captain John Badgett. He was a 

Uethodist preacher. Some of the Badgetts still own property on Main Street. 

My mother's master's father was my daddy. 

80 



4. 

Marriage 

"I was married July 12, 1889. Next year I will have been married fifty 

years. My wife's name was Elizabeth Owens. She was born in Batesville, 

Mississippi. I met her at Brinkley when she was visiting her aunt. We 

married in Brinkley. Very few people in this city have lived together longer 

than we have. July 12, 1938, will make forty-nine years. By July 1939, we 

will have reached our fiftieth anniversary. 

. ..,..,.."... ..., 
~ 

Patrollers, Jayhawkers, Ku nux, and Ku Klux Klan 

"Pateroles, jayhawkers, and the Ku Klux came before the war. The Ku 

lQUX in slavery times were men who would catch Negroes out and keep them if 

they did not collect from their masters. The pateroles would catch Negroes 

out and return them if they did not have a pass. They whipped them same-

times if they did not have a pass. The jayhawkers were highway men or 

robbers who stole slaves &mong other things. At least, that is the way the 

people regarded them. The jayhawkers stole and pillaged, while the Ku Klux 

stole those Negroes they caught out. The word 'Klan t was never included in 

their name. 

"The Ku Klux Klan was an organization which arose after the Civil War. 

It was composed of men who believed in white supremacy and who regulated 

the morals of the neighborhood. They were not only after Jews and Negroes, 

but they were sworn to protect the better class of people. They took the 

law in their own hands. 

Sl,ave Work 

"I'm not so certain about the amount of work required of slaves. 

My mother says she picked four hundred pounds of cotton many a day. 
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The slaves were tasked and given certain amounts to accomplish. I don tt 

know the exact amount nor just how it was deter.m1ned. 

Opinions 

"It is too bad that the young Negroes don't know what the old Negroes 

think and what they have done. The young folks could be helped if they 

would take advice." 

Interviewer's Comment J 

5. 82 

Badgett's distinctions between jayhawkers, Ku Klux, patrollers, and Ku 

Klux Klan are most interesting. 

I have been slow to catch it. All my life, I have heard persons with 

ex-slave background refer to the activities of the Ku Klux among slaves 

:1.rior to 1865. I always thought that they had the Klux Klan and the 

patrollers confused. 

Badgett's definite and clear-cut msmori~s, however, lead me to believe 

that many of the· Negroes who were slaves used the word Ku Klux to denote a ' 

type of persons who stole slaves. It was evidently in use before it was 

ap1>lied to the Ku Klux Klan. 

The 'fiords "Xu Klux" and "Ku Klux Klan" are used indiscriminately in 

current conversation and literature. It is also true that many persons in 

the present do, and in the past did, refer to the Ku Klux Klan simply ai 

"Ku Klux." 

It is a matter of record that the organization did not at first 

bear the name "Ku Klux Klan" throughout the South. The nama "Ril Klux" 
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seams to have grown in application as the organization changed fram a moral 

association of the best citizens of the South and gradually cmne under the 

control of lawless persons with lawless methods--whipping and murdering. It 

is antecedently reasonable that the change in names accompanying a change in 

policy would be due to a fitness in the prior use of the name. 

The recent use of the name seems mos'tly 1mi tation and propaganda. 

Histories,encyclopedias, and dictionaries, in general, do not record a 

meaning of the term Ku Klux as prior to the Reconstruction period. 
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DATlli--December, 1938 

Su~EC~-Ex-s1ave 

1/=717 
FORM .l 

1. Name and address of infonnant--Jeff Bailey, 713 W. Ninth street, Little Rock. 

2. Date ani time 0 f interview-

3. Place of interview-713 W. Ninth Street, 1i ttl e Rock. 

4. Name ani a-idress 0 f per son, if any, who put you in 1x>uch wi th infonnarIt--

5. Name and add.ress of person, if any, accompanying you-

6. Description of room, t.ouse, rurrourJiings, etc. 

- .. ,. 
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Personal History of Informant 

S TA'IE--Ar karl sas 

l'tAME OF WORKER-Samuel S. Taylo r 

ADDRESS--1ittle Rock, Arkansas 

DATE--December, 1938 

SUBJECT--Ex-siave 

#717 
roRM B 

1~A.lVJB AND ADDRESS OF INFORMA.N~-Jeff Bailey, 713 W. Ninth Street, 1i ttl e Rock. 

1. .A.ncestry--father, Jeff We Us; roo ther, Tilda Bai ley. 

2. Place and date of birth--born in 1861 in Mbnticello, Arkansas. 

3. Family--

4. Places lived in, with dates--reared in Monticello. Lived in Pine Bluff 

thirty-two years, then moved to Little Rock and has lived here thirty-two 

years. 

5. Blucation, wi. th dates--

6. Uccupations and accomplishments, with dates--Hostler 

7. Special skills and interests--

8. Community and religious activities--

9. Description of informant--

10. Other points gained in interview--
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FOrm C 

Text of Interview (Unedited) 

STATE-A:rkans as 

NAME OF 'IiORKER--Sal'lllel S. Taylor 

ADDRESS--Little Rock, Arkansas 

DAT~-December, 1938 /a 
SUBJBCT--Ex-slave 

I~A.ME Ai'JD ADDRESS OF INFOIU:iiANT-Jeff .Bailey J 713 W. idnth street, Little Rock • 

••••••••••• *** •••••••••• * •••••••••••••• 

~I was born in MOnticello. I was raised there. Then I came up to 

Pine Bluff and stayed there thirty-two years. 'l!len I came up here and been 

here thirty-t\\O years. '!'hat is the reason the white fblks so ePod to me 

now. I been here so long. 1 been a hostler all my life. I am the best 

hostler in this State. 1 go down to the post office they give me money. 

These white folks he re is good to me. 

"What you writ in' down? Yes, that's wbat I said. These white folks 

like me and trey good to me. They give me anything I want. You want a 

drink? That's the best bonded whiskey money can buy. They gives it to me. 

Well, if you don't ~ant it now, come in when you do. 

"I 10 st my wife right there in that corner. 1 was married just once. 

Lived with her forty-three year's. She died here five months ago. Josie 

.Baileyl :!he whi te folks thought the world and all 0 f her. That is another 

reason they gi ve me so much. She was one of the best women I ever seen. 

"I gits ten dollars a month. 1~e check comes right up to the house. 

I used to 't1O rk with all them money men. Used to handle all them horses at 

the post office. The~ ought to give me sixty-five dollars but they don't. 

But I gits along. God is likely to lelILle live ten years longer. I worked 
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at the post office twenty-two years and don't git but ten dollars a month. 

They ought to giarne more. 

"1¥tY father's name was Jeff Wells. ivly IOOther's name was 'l'ilda Bailey. 

She was married twice. I took her master's name. Jeff Wells was my father's 

name. Governor Bailey ought to give me somethin'. I got tm same name he 

has. I know him. 

"~ father's master was Stanley--Jeff stanley. That was in slavery time. 

'l'hat was my slave time people. 1 was just a little bit of a boy. 1 am 

glad you are gittin' that to help the colored people out. Are they gain' to 

give the old slaves a pension? What t~ey want to ask all th~se questions 

for then? ~vell, 1 guess tr:eI'e's somethin' else' besides lOOIley that's worth 

while. 

"My father's master was a good man. Ee was good to him. Yes Babyl 

Jeffi/ells, that my faker's name. I was a little baby settin' in the 

basket 'round in the yard and they would put the cotton all 'round me • 

• 'l'hey carried me out where they worked and put me in the basket. 1 couldn't 

pick no cotton because I was too young. When the~ gat through they wou":'d 

:put me in that big old wagon and carry mE; home. There wasn't no trucks the:c.. 

Jeff Wells (th~t was my father), wherl they got through pickin' the: cotton, 

he would say, 'put them children in the wagon; pick 'em up and put 'em in 

the wagon.' I was a little bitt) old boy. 1 couldn't pick no cotton then. 

But 1 used to pick it after the surrender. 

"I remember what they said when they freed my father. 'l'bey said, 'You're 

free. You children a.re free. Go on back there and wO rk and let your chil

dren work. Don't VX)rk them children too long. You'll git pay fbr your work.' 

That was in the Monticello courthouse yard. They said, 'You're free! FreeS' 
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"Mr mstre.. said to me when I got back haae. 'You're tree. Go on 

out in the orchard and glt yo.elt soma peache •• t '!hey had a yard tull 

ot peach... Baby did I g1. t me SC1D8 peaches. I pulled a buahel ot ,_. 
Xu. nux nan 

-!he Xu. nux run ., tather out ot the tields ODce. ADd the white 

people went end got tUm 'bout it. Thay sald, 'T1.-s is hard, aDd _ 

ce l t have the.. people los1D.' t1M out ot the tields. You let the. 

people work.' .l .elt atter that, they didD' t do DO 110. !h8 XU nux 

s. 88 

didn't. aa.body laid them out. I used to go out to the tields and the7 

would ask: _. 'leU Baller, what you dolB' out here?' I .a •. a llttle bo7 

aDd you jus' ousht to .. en me littln' 'way:rrua. theft. Whooo.ee .. ' 

-I u_d to plck cottcm back yonder 1D. JIontlcello. I can't plck DO 

cotton DOW. lIall' Lawdl 1'. too old. I can't do that klBd ot work DOW. 0 

I need help. Carl !a1le7 knOll'S _. He'll help _. I,'a a ho.tler. I . . 

handle hor.... I used to pick cotton tonr ;years..,. __ IIOther _abed 

clothes right atter the War to glt us chlldren _thin' to eat. Sclit ... 

times .aI8bodr .ould g1 ve us BODI8thin' to help us out. 

"'l1lda Baller. that ... ollQP mother. She and 'WI father belempd to 

ditterent _stera. Balley _a her ._ter's~. She always called urw 

.elt BaUey 8Ild I call l17aelt Balle7. It Idle. I'll be Balley. __ 

inlUl'aDce ls in the n.- ot Bal1e7. .,. tather and mother had about elp' 

children. They rai .. d all thelr chl1dren ill 1Iontlcello. You e"l8r been te 

Montlcello? I had • good ts.- 111 Monticello. I .. a a baby when peaoe .as 

decland. luat t04cU1n& 'row:ut. 
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"My father drank too much. 1 us€d to tell him about it. ! used to 

say to him, 'I wouldn't drink so much whiskey.' ,ljut he drank it right on. 

He drank hisself to death. 

"I be lie ve liOosevelt' s goin' to be President again. 1 bel ieve he '8 

gOin' to run for a third term. He's goin' to be dictator. He's goin' to 

be king. He's goin' to be a good dictator. -;e do 11 't v:ant no more .iiepub

lie. 'llhe people are too h8Xd on tl:e poor people. .fresident Roosevelt lets 

everybody git somethin'. 1 hope he'll git it. 1 hope he'll be d.ictator. 

1 hope hetll be king. ruh git hold. uh some money wi th him. 

"You couldn't ever have a chance if Cook got to be governor. 1 believe 

Carl Bailey's gain' to be a good governor. I believe he tIl do better. They 

put Miz Garraway -back; 1 believe ah e'll do good too." 
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Extra Comment 

S~IATE -- Az kansas 

NAME UF It.ORKER -- Samuel S. Ta;ylor 

ADDRESS - Little Rock, Arkansas 

DATE -- December, 1938 

SU:BJECT - Ex-slave 

;717 
FORM D 

.NAME A..'JD AJDRESS OF HH'U.;1Iri.M:1..-Jeff Bai ley, 713 W. Ninth street, Li ttl e Rock. 

• • • • • • • •• • '" •••••••••• * •••••• ' "'. • •••• '" • * '" 

Jeff Ba1le7 "alked like a man of ninety ins:tead of a man of seventy-six 

or seven. It was hard 'b) get him to stick to any kind of a sto ry. He had 

t\'tO or three things on his mind end he repeated those things over and over 

again--Governor Bailey, Hostler, Post Office. He had to be pried loose 

from them. And he always returned the next sentEnce. 
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Interviewer _....-.;M_"-.ar_Y-....D ............ B.'ll ___ d .... g"-i_n ... s ..... __ 

Person Interviewed J"ames Baker &;'ed 81 
-----------------------

Home With daughter who owns home at' 941 Wade-' st. 

The outskirts of eastern Hot springs reserilble a vast 

checkerboard----patterned in Black and White. Within two 

blocks of a house made of log-faced siding---painted a 

spotless white and prc,vided with blue shutters will be 

a shack which ap:gears to 128V8 teen made from the discard 

of e dozen generations of houses. 

Some of the yards are thick with rusting cans, .old tires 

and misealaneous rubbish. some of them are so gutted by 

gully vli2sh that any attempt at becutifice.tion would be VJorse 

than useless. SOille are swept---f"erm f~-,shion---free from 

surfcce dust and tvJigs. Some attempt---,others achieve 

grass and flovJe:!:'s. Vegetetle gardens are far less frequent 

then they should be, considering space left bare. 

The interviewer fra kly 10 st her way severel tiaes. 

One L,':proper direction took her fully :P-alf a mile beyond 

her destination. From a hilltop she could look down on 

less elev3ted hills and into narrow valleys. The impression 

was that of a cheaply ~8inted b~ck-drop designed for a 

"stock" present3ti . .;n of "Mrs. Wiggs of the cabbage Patch." 
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2 dame s Baker HUdgins. 

Moving along streets, alleys and paths backward 

"towerd town" the i~terviewer resched another hill~ Almost 

a quarter of a mile away she spied an old colored man 
. 

sUL'1r.ing h<tmlself on the front porch of a vJell kept cott.age. 

Somthing about his white hair and erectly-sllhnped bearing 

screamed ttEx-slave"' even at that distance. .A negro youth 

was passing. 

"I beg your pardon, can y01.l tell rle where to find 

~lade stl"eet and ,James Baker?" "Ya--ya--ya--- s me' am. 

Dat---dat----d&tfs d.e house over da----da---da---da-

r. Re---:t.e- -he lives at his daughteis· "Co'.ld that be 

he on the ~Qrch ?" ya---ya----yas ma'am. Dat-----

dat------dat t s right." 

I 

"Yes, ma'am I'm dames Baker. Yes mafam I remembers 

about the \:ar. You want to talk to me about it. Let me 

.get you a chair. You'd rather sit richt there on the step? 

I ?Jas born in Hot spring county, below Melvern it 

'was. I was borned on the farm. of a man named Hammonds. But 

I was pretty li ttle v~hen he sold me to some folks named Fenton. 

:lesntt with them so very lor..g. You know how it goes---back 

in them days. When a girl or a boy would marry, why they'd 
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3 J"am.es Baker Hudgins 

give.m them as many black folks as they could spare. I 'Was give 

to one ot the daughters when she married. She was Mrs. Samuel 

Gentry. 

I wasn't so very big before the war. So I didn't have to 

work in the fields. Just sort of played aro~~d. Can't 

remember very much about what hal;pened then. :7e never did see_ 

no fie;hting a:Jout. They was men wte.t passed through. They 

was soldiers. They come beckvvards and forewards 0 I was about 

as big as tl1 t boy you see tl1ere"--- --pointing to a lad about 

8 VeE:TS old .. ---- ttsome of the~'~ tb ev was dressed in blue---sort v v 

of blue. We W£tS told th·:t they was Federals. Then some of 

them. was in grey----them.. was the southerners. 

NO, we wasn f t SC:3 :red of them---ei t.her of t:-:.em. They didn t t 

never bother none of us. Didn't h&ve anything to be sea_ed ot 

not at all. It wasn't really ~alvern we was at----that was 
/ 

sort of before !'.lalvern come to be. 1\Ta1 vern didn't grow up 

until after the r ,3ilroad come through .• The town Was e.crosa the 

riVer, sort o~ this side. It wa s e&lled Rockport. Ma t am---

you k:"c7ri about i'{Jckport"----a delighted chuckle. "Yes, ma'am. 

don't many folks now-a-days know about Rockport. Yes mat~ 

the river is ~retty shoaly right there. Pretty shoaly. 

Yes ma ram there v:es lots of doings arolL.'1d Rockport. Yes 

ma'am. Datts rigr.:.t. Before Ge.rland county 'was made, Rockport 

'Nas the capitol O-----I ffiesn de county seat of Hot spring 

93 



James Baker HUdgins 

County. Hot springs was in that county at that time. There 

was big doings in tov~n 'when they held court. Real big doings. 

NO, ma'am I didn't do nothing much 'when the viler Vias 

over. No, I didn't go to be 'lJ i th my daddy. I m.ove d over to 

live viith a man I called Uncle Billy----Uncle Billy Bryant 

he was. He had 8.11 hi s family vd th him. I stayed with him 

and did v.Jh&t he told me to----, til I greYJ up. He was alvvays 

good to me---treated me like his ov~n children. 

Uncle Billy lived at Rockport. I liked living with him. 

I remember the court house burned down:"---or blowed down---

seems like to me it btlllIled down.. Uncle Billy go'~ the job of 

cleaning bricks. I helped him. That was v;hen they moved 

over to I\~alvern-----the court house I mean. No----no they 

didn't. Not tten, thet VJas later----ttey 'didn' t build the 

. railroad until later. They built it back---sort of simple 

like----built it down by Judse Kieth's. 

No ma'wn. I don't remember nothing about when they 

built the r.ailroad. You see VJe lived across the river--

and I guess----·well I just didn't know nothing about it. 

But Rockport wasn't no good after the railroad' come in. 

They moved the court house and most of the folks moved away. 

Thelre wasn't nothing much left. 

I starte4 farming around the~e some. I moved about 

qui te a bit. I Ii ved dovm sort of by Benton too for quite 

a spell. I worked around at most any kind of forming. 
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5 James :saker Hudgins 

tCour~e most of the time we Vj8S working at cotton 

and corn. I's spent most of roy life farming. I like 

it. Moved around pretty considerable. sometimes I 

hired out-----soI!l.etimes I share cropped-- sometimes 

I worked thirds and fourths. What does I mean by 

hired out----I means worked for vJaces. ~Vhich way 

did I like best----Itll take share-cropping. I sort 

of like share-cropping. 

I been in Hot $Prines for 7 years. Come to be 

wi th my daughter." (An interruption b~' 8 SII1:s.1l negro 

girl---nea-:-.ly dressed end brizht-eyed. Not content 

with we.tching from the sidelines she hcd edced closer 

and squatted co~ort9bly within a couple of feet of 

the interviewer • .do vJide, pearly Erin, a wee pointing 
'/ 

forefinger and, "Gr~nddaddy, that ladY'S got a taolet 

just like Aunt Ellen. see, Gra~ddaddy.") Wfou mustm't 

bother .the lady. Didn't your mother tell you not to 

stop folks when they is talking." ---t~e voice wes 

kindly and th9re was paternal pride in it. A nickle---

tendered the youngster by the il1terviev~er---and 

guaranteed to produce a similar tablet won a smile end 

childish silence. 
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6 James Baker Hudgins. 

Yes J rna' am, I Ii ves \-,i th my daughter- --her name is 

Lulu Mitchell. She Owr..s her house----yes ma f am it helps. 

But it's sure har-d to 2::et e16ng. Seems like it's lots 

harder now than it used to be v;hen I \vas gi tting st&rted. 

Lulu works----she irons. Another daughter lives right over 

there. Her name's Ellen. She works too---at what she can 

get to do. s..'1e OVJns her house too. 

Three of my dsughter$ is living. Been married twice-

I has. Didn't stay with the last one long. Yes ma'am I been 

corn;ing backwards and forer.;a:cds to Hot springs 8.11 my life-

you might say_ t~Nasn't far over and I kept a f com.in.g back. 

?een living all around here. It's pretty nice being vvith my 

daughter. She' s ~;ood to rue. I loves my granddaughter. We has 

• a pretty hard time----harder dan what-Or had vvhen I was young--
I 

but Den it do seem li-ke it's harder to eer:tl money dan wr~at 

it Wfl.S v:hen I ,,~e,s young. " 
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Interviewer R.S. Taylor 

Person Interviewed Uncle William Baltimore 

Resident Route #1, Pine Bluft", Arkar.sas, Jefferson County. Age 103. 

"You wants to know how old I is? Pse lived a long time. I'se 

goin' on 104. My gran'ma.mmy was over 100 yea!'S. My oomma. wes 100. My 

pappy was 96. They was twelve chilluns. I don't know if any of my sisters 

or brothers is livin'. Don't knOfl if one or my friends back in oy boy 

days is livin'. !faa like a poor old leaf left hangin' to a tree. 

ttyes - I sho do manber back befo' the war. I was borned on the 

Dr. 'daters pwce about twleve miles out o-r Pine Bluff on the east side 

of Noble Lake. My gran'mammy and gran 'pappy and my maJIDD8 and my pappy 

were slaves on de Walker plantation. I was not bought or sold- just lived 

on de old plantation. I wasn't whiPI8d nei ther but once I mi€p,ty near 

got a beatin'. Want to hear about it? I likes to tell. 

-Dr. ,"aters had a goud heart. He didn't call us 'slaves'. He call 

us 'servants'. He didn't want none of his nigg~rs whipped 'ceptin when 

there wasn't no other way. I was grown up pretty good size. Dr. Waters liked 

me cause I could make wagons and show mules. Once when he was going away 

to be gore all day, he tole me what to d::;) while he was gone. The overseer 

wasn't no Slch good man as old master. He mnted tobe boss am told me 

what to do. I tole him de big boss had tole me what to de- and I was goin' 

to do it. He got mad and said if I didn't do what he said I'd take a beating. 

I was a big nig,r3r and powerful stout. I tole the overseer fore he .:hipiB d me 

he's show himself' a better man than I was. 1ihem:. he 1bund he was to have a fight 
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"I ,-Jorked on de plantation till de war broke. Then I went into 

the army with them what called themselves secesh's. I didn't fight none, 

never give me a gun nor sword. I was a servant. I cooked and toted things. 

In 1863 I was captured by the Yankees and rmrched to Little Rock and 

sworn in as a Union Soldier. I was sure enou@l soldier now. I never did 

any fighting but I mrched with the !Dldiers and worked for them whatever 

they said. 

"We xmrched from Pine Blu ff on through Ft. &1i th and the Indian 

Territory of Okl~oma. Then we went to Leavenworth Kansas and back to 

.Tefferson County, Arkansas. And all that walking I did. on these same foots 

you see ri gh t be re no w. 

·On this long march 1Ie cemped thirty miles from Ft. Smith. We had 

gone without food three daya and was powerfUl hongry. I started out to 

get sanething to eat. I found a Sleep, I was t ickl:.ed. I laughed. I could 

~ 
turn the tas~ of that sheep ,meat under lD'1 tongue. Jhen I got to camp 

wi th the sheep I had to leave for p1cJset du.ty. Hungrier than ever, I 

I 

thought rt that sheep all the tillS. When I got" back I wanted Jq sunk 

of maat. It had been killed, cooked, eat up. Bever got a grease spot on 

my finger from my sheep. 

"When time come for breaking up the army I went back to Jefferson 

county and set to fannin'. I was tree now. I dit1n't do so well on the 

land as I didn't have mles and money to live on. I went to Derea County 

and opened up a blacltsmi th shop. I learned how to doth is work when I was 

wl th Dr. Waters. He had me tau€Jl t by a skilled man. I leal'D8d to bulld 

wagon a too. 

-I DBde my on tools. Who showed lI.e how? Nobody. When I I18eded a 

hack saw I DlB.d.it out at a file- that was all I had 1;& make it o~;. 

I had to bave it. Once I _de a cotton scraper out or a piece of hardwood. 
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I put a steel. edge on it. 0 yea I made everything. "Can I buUd a wagon-

ake all the part.? Every thing but the huba tor the wheela. 

"You 88Y' I don't Seem to see very well. Ha-h .. 1 I don't see nuthin' 

at all. 1'88 been plum blind for 23 years. I can't see noth1n'. DJ.t I 

patches my own clot~es. You don't know hOW I can t~read t~e needle? 

Look "ere. I asked 'him to let DIe see 'his needle t"'reader. He telt around 

in a drawer and pulled out a tiny little halt arrow whic" ~e ~ad made ot 

a bit ot tin wit" a pair ot scissora and tine tile. He pushed this t"rou~ 

t"e eye ot t'he needle. t~en "ooked t"e t"read on it and pulled it bact 

again t"readiDg 10Iia needle ~s tast as it 'he 'had good eyesight. r"is is 

a needle threader. I made it myself. Watc" me t'hread a needle. Can't I 

do it as tast as it I ~ad a 'head full ot teen eyea' My wite been gone 

twenty years. S". went blind too. I ".d to do sOIl.t'hing. Ify p&tc~es may 

not look 80 pretty but t~ey aure 'holt ("old). 

-rou wants to bOW W'h.t I t"ink ot t". way young tolks is doing 

t"ese daya' '1\,ey'a. goin' to taat. So is t'heir papa. and .. mmaa. Dey done 

torgot dey' •• God and a day ot settlin'. Den ~at dancea paYI de fid

dler. I got religion long time ago- j~ed de Baptiat c"urc'h in 1810 and 

'haven't never got away trom it. I'ae tried to tote tair wit" God and "e'8 

done fair by me. 

-noel I get a~~8iont I I"ure do. It wall. lucky day ~en de Yankee. 

got Dl8. It t'hey "adn't I don't know -"tat'd become of me. Atter I went 

blind I "ad "ard times. rolks, .-,ite tolka and all, brouS"tt me tood. But 

t'h.t wasn't any good way to get along. So .. t~es I ate, saDetimes I didn't. 

So 80me ot my ~ite, triends dug up my record wit" t~e Yankees and got 

me a pensioD •• 011 I'. settag pretty tor de rest ot rq lite • 

. 
, . 
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Yes - 0 yes I'se older dan most tolks get. st111 I _y be still tuin' 

my grub "ere .lIen some ot t"ese young ""1"81 drinkin ra&ain' around 

young c~ap8 is under t"e dirt. It pays to I don know ot any bad spots 

in me yet. It pays to live. 1,onest, work "ard, stay sober. God only 

knows What some ot t"ese lazy, tritlin' drinkin' young tolk8 i8 comin' 

to. 

,I 
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Intervi ... r~ ____________ P8_rD8ll_· __ ·_a __ ~ __ Aa __ 4_e_r_eoa ____________ __ 

.Ap 69 

- ~ - - ~ --- -- - - ----- -- --- - - - - --- - - ----- -
..,. na. 18 IIose Banks and I all sb:t1""'Jl1ne years old. I was born ill 

1869. I was born tour 78ars atter f"reedCliDl but a't1ll I waa a slave ln a 

W87. Mr papa stayed nth hls old mi •• 04 maater a:rter tnaedOll untU he 

dled and he just dled in 1918, so .. all stayed with hia too. I had ou 

ot the beat euiest times in 'Ifq llte. Jq master was name Bob Stevenson and 

he was a jewel. lIever meaned us, neTer dogpcl, never hit one ot us in his 

l~e. He bought us just like he bought 7q papa. He neTer made any ot the 

girls work in the tield. He said the work was too hard. IIe alRJs said 

splitting rails, bIlahinS, plowiDs and work llke that 8S tor _. !hat 

work makes no count wamen. 

'"lb.e girls nept yards,· cleaned the house, nursed, and washed and 

ironed, caabed old .us.' and the chlldren's hair and cut their tiDSer aDd 

toe nails and mended the clothes. !he wcaens' job wa. to cook, attend to 

the cow., knit all the socks tor the men and bo)"s, spin thread, card bat., 

weaTe cloth, quUt, ... , scrub and th1nga like that. 

-The little boys drove up the cow., slopped the hogs, got wood and piu 

tor light, go to the spring and get water. Atter a bo)" was twel va theD he 

let him work in the tield. _ main job wa. hi tohing the horse to the buur 

tor old JUsa SteveDson, and put the saddle on old master' a saddle horse. 

-1 1IU very ..:1.1 but when the tirst railroad CC1D8 throup 014 ... ter 

took us to 88e the train. I gue.. it was about tort)" or tift7 aU •• 

101 



were not 11ke they are now. !he engine ... -.ller aDd the,. bumed woocl 

and the,- had what the,- called a drua head aacl the,. dldn' t %'Wl very tan II 

and o01ll.d not carry lII81l7 car.. It was a narrow pup road and the raU. 

were _11 and the road was din. It as not crave1 an4 rooks 11ke 1 t 1. 

Ie 102 

now. It was a ereat ahow to me and .. all hac1 somethlns to talk about tor 

• long tt.. People all &rOWlcl went to .e it and we caaped out one nipt 

80iDg and cca1ng and camped one Dip", at the railroad ao we could .e the 

train the next d87_ .l man kept pu.tt1ng wood in the turnace In order to 

keep a tire. Smoke came out of the drwI head. - !'he drua head .. 8C118thlDI 
. . 

11ke a bil 1Rl8hpot or a bl1 old hophsad barrel. .An ox t •• was uaect tor 

1I1Ost all traftltng. You did not sea ver,- man,- horaes or JIIl1 ••• 

"'!ha wh1 te children taupt us how to read and I wnt to achool too. 

-I _nt to clD1rch too. We 4iet not haTe a church house; _ uucl a 
-

bruah arbor tor 8enica for a lcmc tt.. In the 1t'inter •• bIli1 t a big tire 

in the middle and .. sat all around the tire on "'1 :ad.. lOPe :r.:t;er 

they bu.Ut a log church.ao .e had sernce in there tor years •. 

.. e did not 11 Y8 near a 80hool, .0 old llietre.. and the cb.Uc1rell 

'taUSht us how to read and vi te and count. I never .ent 'to achool in rq 

lite and I bet J'O'l,l can't JlODe ot the .. children that lUb their heds 0Jl 

college wal18 beat me readins and cOWltiDie You call one aDCl ask thea to 

divlde ninety-nine cows and one bob-tailed bull by two, dd they can't 

answer 1t to sa.,.. th.ir l1.,.e. without a pencll and paper aucl two hour.' 

ti~1Da when it's nothing to S87 bat tltty. 

"asn't no cook .toft. ancl heater. untl1 about 1890 or 1900. It there 

•• I di4 not knowa'botlt thaL !'hey cooked 011 :t1replaee and tUe GIlt in the JUt 
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on 1Ihat the,. eel 1 eel 0.,.. u4 _ had pl.at,. ot plaiD. grv.b~ .W. stole esp 

frcID. -the bll hoa.. beoau_ 4_ :never pt aJV ... ~ 

"!h. oust. or marryiJll1lU jUat paek .p aDd ID ORaIl4 liY. nth Go 

JOU 1I8D.ted to; that i. the _eerMa 414 ... 1 clon't DO. how the white peo~ . 

.uri.. ft.i. lawf'lll arr'J'iq .... troll the law a1Dce .. ma4e law. 

"Ihen aDl'boq died e .. rybodJ atopped mrkina anc1 moeae4 u, pr&Je4 
., 

untU atter ,the b1r71a&. 

-loan..., there is as mob ditte1'8l1.C8 beheeD. now and sixt,. para ... 
-

as 1 t is in dq anel nipt.-

I 
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Interviewer ______ S __ ._S~.~T_a~I~l_o_r~ ____ __ 

Person interviewed Henry Banner 
C ountyHos pi tal 

Age ? Little Rock, Ark. 

[7(h.f'l (1 <'-~ &4.4' .... ~J 
"I was sold the third year of the war for fifteen years 

old. That would be in 1864. That would make my birthday come 

in 1849. I must have been 12 year old when the war started and 

sixteen when Lee surrendered. I was born and raised in RU8sell 

County, 01' Virginny. I was sold out of Russell County during 

the war. 01' Man Menefee refugeed me into Tennessee near Knox-

ville. They sold me down there to a man named Jim Maddison. 

He carried me down in Virginny near Lynchburg and sold me to 

Jim Alec Wright. He was the man I was with in the time of the 

surrender. Then I was in a town called Liberty. The last time 

I was sold, I sold for $2,300, -- more than ~'m worth now. 

"Police were for white folks. Patteroles were for nig

gers. If they caught nigge~s out without a pass they would whip 

them. The patteroles were for darkies, police for other people. 

1tThey run me once, and I ran home. I had a dog at home, 

and there wasn't no chance them gettin' by that dog. They 

caught me once in Liberty, and Mrs. Charlie Crenchaw, 01' John 

Crenchaw's daughter, came out and made them turn me loose. 

She said, 'They are our darklesj turn them loose.' 

"One of them got after me one night. I ran through a 

ga te and he couldn't get through. Every time I looked around, 

104 



I would see through the trees some bush or other and think it 

was him gaining on me. God knows J I ran myself to death and 

got home and fell down on the floor. 

"The slaves weren't expecting nothing. It got out some

how that they were going to give us forty acres and a mule. We 

all went up in town. They asked me who I belonged to and I told 

them my master was named Banner. One man said, 'Young man, I 

would go by my mama's name i£ I were you.' I told him my mother's 

name was Banner too. Then he opened a book and told me all the 

laws. He told me never to go by any name except Banner. That 

was all the mule they ever give me. v 

"I started home a year after I got free and made a crop. 

I had my gear what I had saved on the plantation and went to 

town to get my mule but there wasn't any mule.~ 

"Before the war you belonged to somebody. After the war 

you weren't notbin' but a nigger. The laws 9f the country were 

made for the white man. The laws of the North were made for man. 

"Freedom is better than slavery though. I done seed both 

sides. I seen darkies chained. If a good nigger killed a white 
--~ 

overseer, they wouldn't do nothin' to him. If he was a bad nig

ger, they'd sell him. They raised niggers to sell; they didn't 

want to lose them. It was just like a mule killing a man. 

"Yellow niggers didn't sell so well. There weren't so 

many of them as there are now. Black niggers stood the climate 

better. At least, everybody thought so. 

"If a woman didn't breed well, she was put in a gang and 

sold. They married just like they do now but they didn't have 
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no license. Some people say that they done this and that thing 

but it's no such a thlng. They married just like they do now, 

only they didn't have no license. 

"01' man came out on April 9, 1865, and said, 'General 

Lee's whipped now and dam badly whipped. The war is over. The 

Yankees done got the country. It is allover. Just go home 

and hide everything you got. General Lee's army is coming this 

way and stealing everything they can get their hands on.' But 

General Lee's army went the other way. 
. 

"I saw a sack of money setting near the store. I looked 

around and I didn't see nobody. So I took it and carried it 

home. Then I hid it. I heard in town that Jeff Davis was dead 

and his money was no good. I took out some of the money and 

went to the grocery and bought some bread and handed her five 

dollar bill. She said, 'My goodness, Henry, that money is no 

good; the Yankees have killed it.' And I had done gone allover 
/ 

/ 

the woods and hid that money out. There wasn't no money. No

body had anything. I worked for two bits a day. All our money 

was dead. 

"The Yankees fed the white people with hard tacks (at Lib

erty, Virginia). All around the country, them that didn't have 

no thin , had to go to the commissaryJand get hard tacks. 

t~ started home. I went to town and rambled all around but 

there wasn't nothin' for me. 

"I-was set free in Apr!l. About nine o'clock in the morn

ing when we went to see what work we 'would do, 01' man Wright 

called us all up and told us to come together. Then he told us 

we were free. I couldn't get no thin I to do; so I jus' stayed on 

and made a crop." 
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lnterrt ... r _______________ ~ __ ss __ Ire __ ;D8 __ Bo~·~be~rt~s~an ______________ __ 

Ap 81 

- - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - . - - - - ~ ~ - - - - ~ - - - - - ~ ~ - ~ 

"I was born at Clinton Parish, Louisiana. I'm eighty-one years old. 

My parents and four children was 801d and lett six children behind. 'l'h.ey 

kept the oldest chUdren. In that way I was aold but never alone. Our 

family was diVided and that brought griet to my parent.ao We was sold on a 

block at liew Orleans. J. J. Gambol (Gamble?) in north Louisiana bought us. 

Atter freedom I seen all but one of our family. I don't recollect why that 

was. 

"For three weeks steady atter the surrender people was passing trom the 

War and for two years oft and on somebody cane along going hClD8. BaDe rode 

and SQD8 had a cane or stick walking. I Mother was cooking a pot of shoulder 
I 

meat. Them blue soldiers c~ by and et it up. I d1~'t get any I know 

that. i'b.ey cleaned us out. Father was bom, at Eastern Shore, Maryland. He 

was about halt Indian. )(other's mother was a squaw. I'm more Indian than 
,,-. 

Nefgro. l!'ather said it _a a white man'a war. He didn't go to war. Ifothar 

was very dark. Be spoke a broken tongue. 

"Ie worked on atter freedom for the man we fta owned by. We worked 

crops and patches. I didn't see mch difference then. I see a big ohange 

came out of it. We had to work. !he work didn't slacken a bit. I ne.,.r 

owned land bl,lt my father ollDed eighty acres in Drew County. I don't know 

what became at it. I worked on the railroad section, lald crosstie., worked 

in atave mUls. I farmed a whole lot all along. I hauled and cut wood. 
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"I set ten dollars and I sella 8&aaatr.as and little thtnga along to 

help out. My trife died. My two sons lett just before the World War. I 

never hear from them. I marri ad since then. 

"Present times-wI can't figure it out. Beems like a stampede. )Jot 

much work to doo It I was yowng I reckon I could find something to do. 

2. 108 

"Present generation--Beam like they are more united. The old ones have 

to teach the young ODeS what to do. They don't listen all the time. !he -

times 1s strange. People's chUdren don't do them JIIIloh good no. se_ like. 

~ey waste most all they make same 1IB7. They don't make it regular like ... 

did famting. The work wasn't regular farming ~t Saturday waa ration dQ' 

and we got that.· 
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!ntern'~, ____________ !1 __ ._. __ ~ ____ Bo __ be~Jt~._oa~ __________ _ 

Peraoa iDt.rn .... 4~~!!!""!!!!~.1=:o~I .... ~:Il~ft.~4.'III~_~='t.!.~. ___ _ 
i.j .D., _':118 Blutt, .l:rbBaaa 

- --- -- -----~ - - --- -- ------- - ---- ----
-I do 110t kno •• '6lT exact aae. I ju4at I .~1Ih.1'8 bet ... D 75 aad 

80 ,..an old. I.s bom close to GeJ:maDtoa, !emLes_ ••• "'10" 

'that 1s Jq .ther t to Phil11p lIcNe1ll u4 Sall,. 1I~.111. II,y JIO~.:r .s 

a JI1lker. Be had a whole 11Mp ot hop, catt~. and atock. !hat ao. all 

rq lIlOther dOM. file plowd. Cll1ldern done the churn1D t • 

"'!he • ..,. 1t all come ·baa.' I was 'the oDl1est chUa WI moth.r had. 

H1a aad 111 .. 8all1. l.n her to help sath.r the crop and tlleT la-otlpt 

_ 1D the ... .,. .1d t~ I _t OIl a 11ttle lIox 1D tlle toot ot tU 

btl"'_ It had a wh1M uabrella stretche4 oYer It. anat b1s uab.rella 

NIl 1D be __ thea. It _ :tan.ned to the buur seat. 1h8D. ... sot to 
I 

Keapll1a theT l0ede4 the lit., OIl the alp. I llad a tiM tt. cow1 ... 

neD ... sot to Bloks LaadiDs .e rode to his plaoe ill tlI8 lIlIIJ. I. ls 

lS .ue. trca here ['J)I vaus m.utt1. III the tall aearlT all h1. ala.,.s 

I len baok ~ __ a.tGZiiiit. 117 tather beloBl to Boston Hacke 

Ue lfOuldn't sell aDd 1Ir. 11 .. 111 muldn't ..u and that how it C~. 

-I .ster •• D tl y. or six reus old 1Ihu I ca.e out here to 

.Arkansas. 117 grandma .s a al41f1r.. Sh. as alreacly oat he •• 

abe had to cc.e with the tint oro... caus. sa. wc..11 .... zpeot-

109 



a. 110 

rr.. :Iou of the alaft. litH 1 t but the,. as broqbt. 

'"!he war COll8 OD directl,. atter _ got here. SeTeral. t81l1l1e. had 

the al, ..... drove ott to !eDa to 8aTe thea. IC8ep _ trca toUowtns the 

YaDke, soldier8 right here at the m.utt ott. I remaaber eeeiD' thea 

ccae up to the gate • .,. JIOther u4 tw auat. _Dt. Hia 80D 'and __ 

IIOre me. droft.. .Aner treeclca thea what lett chl1clera c~ backe I 

.tQ8d w1~h rr srud- whl1e the,. sou. I te~ the chloke .. , sheU .. 

com, churned, _pt. I done 8DT 11 ttle turD, they sent _ to do. 

'ODe thiDl I rea_'ber happeae4 ._ the,." had a Icrf • ZSI 010 .. -
t 

<'-ie'\"'-
.1.11:. . lt -,reI' bee. the ODe on Lone Prairle - they b1'oupt a iounc boy allot 

throuP hla luns to 1Ir. Phillip lIcBel11' 8 hou.. He _ a atraDpr. Be 

dled. I telt so sorry for hbl. Be was right 7OUDI. He beloBi to the 

Southern aa,. !he Southern a1"II1 nearl,. macle his place thelr headquanera. 

-JDotMr thiq I rea.ber .... apnt ... ao1D& throqb. n. OotlDtI'T 

.. ttiD' tire to all 'Ule cotton. 1Ir. JlclIeUl had hi. cottOll - all oa.J:I 

tt~p ___ • that .... t it ati:.. It burnet _re tJum a .ek bse. 

Be bufte4 ... len at the SiD not 1Ir. IleJleUl' a. It.a fml to •• 

chl1clren but I mow., pwac1- oriec1 and all the balanoe of the ala.,. .. 

lOla. 

haT1a& • bil tS-. !her dldn't like the ala.,. •• !hey ateal tna tM 

ala.,.a too •. sc. poor toUI cl1da't haTe ala.,. .. 

Talla Blutt aDd I bee». heN e.,.r ltace. • YMbe 10141erl W bUlt 



ahaobl uc1 *, ian..... ., wulel 40. ___ o.e ~ loa, 

boD4 an4 all _na. !hey gift 118 • 11ttle to .. t to keep ua hca 

aanin'. It ab.o .. a 11ttle blt too • .,. .other 10' work aboat. 

il 

ana, two te.ohera .. at 40wa trca a •• onh to teach ua. It the,. had a 

whlte achool I 41u't know It. !he,. hac1 OM later· oa. I .. boat srowa. , 

1Ir. Prootor u4 111 .. 1l1ce ... the first teaohera. • l.pe4 bout .. 

!M,_ roqh looldq, 41a't look like *lte tolb 40n here _tel Mea 

u_4 to. ft8,. thought they sho _ san. &ot_:r teaoher cae 4OD. 

hen ... 1Ir. ~lmer. White tolks woul4nt t ha .... noth1D' to 40 with .. 

• e l.earae4. !he7 learned ua the .ABC'. and to vl tee I can na4. I 

learned. he.p ot lt since I sot p'01ID just trJ1Dc. !he,. st- a .tan. 

"!'mIe 1. harcI 1 •• WQ'. Price. so Up. I lkeftr had. • hart ts.. 
-

1a ., 11te. I .. t t60 • .oatll. It 1a cau .. ., .e ..... a 80141e:r 

heft at DI Tall. Bl\\ft. 

/ 
" , 

-I 4oa't Jaunr what .. as. or ... J01IDI .... :ra'101L. !My aN _ 

• I'oa4 to ra1a .... lib. I .:peat1B' of the real 70UI rolb. !lie, 

40 like they _ the 1dl1te aula u4 bo,.. ao1a.. I doll't bow .. t to 

beo~ ot.. !he _a _tel' atq at h... ad. let the _ taD cue ot 

.. !he...a .... 110 1;eJc1DI all the .10'.. !he colorel tolb oook1a' 

u4 .u1Jaa the 11Ylq tor the1:r _Jl folk.. It ua't ript - to _. lat 

I 40B't can how the, do. !'h1Dp a1D't lOt tlDd .1DO. that last .... 

l!or1t. ~ •. 
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IDterYle .. r _____________ ~ __ a_._Bo_·_ .. __ B_. __ IDIr!!~ ______________ _ 

Peraan iaterTiewe4 ____ Li __ z_z_l. __ Ba_--_r.a __ ._tt_i~CO~n_!!l~t~Jr __ k_8D_ .. __ a __ __ 

jp lOOt 

- - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
\\ 

Y.a) I was born a sla.,... JIy old ..-y was a ala.,.. betore _. 

She was oe.d b7 my old lI1.a, laJm.7 Pennington, of Naah"f'1Ue, Tea-

....... I ft. born on a plantatiOll near th.re. She i8 dead aow. I 

8hore dld love Kiss J'aDDr. p -Dld 70U have aD.7 brothera and aistera, 

Awlt 1.1z.?q(''whr, law re., hoae,., .., ·"7 and 111 •• 18.DJl,. rai.eel del 

chi110 together. !bre •• ach, and. w. was jes' like 'brothers &ad 

alater., all play.d in d. same yard. Bo, we did Dot eat toseth.r. ,.,\.. .. ~ h.r 
Da,. aot ua nigger8 out in d. 7ard to eat, but JD8.D1 a __ It s. al.pi 

wi th nas J'aJml. 

\\ 1Ir. Penninston up and took de old-time ¢ouwaptlol1. Day calla it 

1'. B. D.OW. .,. --7 BUrsed hila and took 1 t frca hila and dled betore 

1Ir • .Abe Lincoln ever sot her tree. 

\\. I have .. eD hard timea, tis., I shore haft. 

,'In dem days when a man owned a plantatlon and had children and 

the,. l1ked aD1 of the little slave Diggers, the,. were issued out te 

'em just llke a horae or cow. 

~ 'Member, h01181 t when de old-t:lae war happened between the 

Borth and South, !he Slaver,. War. It was 80 long ago I just caa 

'_ber it. De,. had us n1ggers scared to death of tAe Bluejacketa. 

One da7 a maD came to lI1as F~'a house and took a l1kins to ... 
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He ptlt _ up on a blook aD' he ." ""'Bow old ls dis 1l1S&8rt" .b' .. 
. , , 
.., .lftlft' WDen ahe know nll an' good I was tea. Ro, he didn't pt 

-. Ibt I thought 1ll!T t1Jle had come. 
,\ 

Yes, alree, I.s lI1.s )lanny'. chlld. Why lfOuldn't I love her 

when I sucked titty from her breast wh.n .., maJIIII1 wa. work1llg m the 

tield? I ahore did love Mla. J8Dny. 

a. 113 

"When de nigger war was over and d.y didn t t tl t [tight) U7 longer, _ 

Jbe Lincoln aot all de niggers tree and den got ' ... ainatea t.r dom it. 

\.'lI1aa, you don't mow what a hard lite ... alavea had, cause y_ 

ain't old enough to 'Il8IIber it. Jfan7 a tiDe I'Te heard the wll whipa 

a~tly1Dg, and heard the awtul criea of the alaTea. The flesh would be 

cut in great sap. and the JIIg1ts "fss .... e:t would get in ill. and tU7 

would aquim 1D aiaery. 

"I want you to mow I _ Dot an JrkaJlaaa born ailPr. I co. tra 

'r.nnea.... Be aur. to put that dOD. I .,Tea to Memphia atter 111 •• 

- J'aDn7 diea. 

,'lihUe I lived in -.aphls, de Y.llow :reT.r broke out. You haTe 
-(\ 

neTer seed the like. Everything was under, ~t1ne. !he tolks diea 
I 

In pile. and d. cottlna was plled as high .s a house. Th.1 buriea 

thea in trenches, and later they dug graTe. and buried th_. 1IMJl 

th.7 got to looklng into the cofflns, they dl.coTered some had turned 

over ln de, coftin. aDd some had claw.d dey e,e. out and aame had 

pawea hol.. in d., handa. Da, was burled all Tel 

~ 1I1.s, do 10U belleve in ha t nts' •• 11, lt 7011 had be.n in "'phl. 

den you would. Dey wa. je. t paradin' de streets at nite and 1O\1'd 

.et 4a cOllin at 1011 round de dark cornera aDd all ae houses eTel7-

where w .. be'nted. I'Te seed plenty ot '. wld wq own eyes, yes, slree. 



\,~ 
Y.a. the tme. wre awtul i. Jfaaphia endur1ll the pla... - ... 

, 
' ... 

d •• d lyi .. ar0u4 ad babi •• lI10kiq th.ir breast.. .Aa .OOD &I tlle 

troat came and the quaranti_ wa. litt.d, I came to Coa..,. 186'. BIlt 

I am a T.G ..... aiger. 

\\Wb.ea I CU18 to Conway there _re tew housea to live il.. Ho depot. 

I bought this piece ot land to bI1i14 JJtT shanty trOll Mr. 1111 Harkrider 

tor pr;.OO. I work.d hard tor whit. tolka and sav.d BY JIlOneY' and had 

this little two-roo. house built limd ch1lm.ey. and Mall porch and OM 

IMll WiD40!t. It 1. about to tall down on .. , but 1 twill laat .. 

10DB as I 11 ye. At tir.t, I lived and cooked under a bu,sh [bruaJJ 

")rUbor. Cooked on the coal. 1a IIIl 1roD akillet. Here it i •• Ki ••• 

s. 

", Pan 0 b d. t 1me atter d. A1sger 1Ia1" J:Di VilJ I li ve4 iJ1 Hot SpriDp. 

President 'Ilaley had a bi8 re18rYatioa oyer there and • b18 hospital 

tor the aick and wouaded soldi.rs. Den de war broke out iJ1 Cuba aa4 

dere waa a apatc~~~pa3 Dat de new. come over dat de -.r 

- fta oa. Den when dat war wa. oyer IJ1d 'Dale,. fta try1n to get u. 

nigers a alaTe pension de,. up and • laaainate4 hbl. 

,\Atter 1Ir. lJ.llcolD lOt de ala.,.ea tree" dey had lIorth.ra teacher. 

down South and th.Y' w.re call.d .,i •• aDd all lett the coantr,r. 

\\1 doatt mow '.otlr how old I... DIy..,. I _ 100. It tis. 

laDn7 _a livint she oould settle it. ~t I have JIacl • hard lite. 

Ye. _. Here I is liying in rq ahaDt7. 'pendin' on ~ good *iie 

neighbor~ to teed me and DO i1100118 'oept rq Old .Age Peuioa. !hank 

God tor Mr. Roosev.lt. I loye ., Southam whit. trlea4.. I - &la4 

the Borth and South done ahook haJul. and mad. trlea4.. .All I au to 

do DOW 1 •• it and look torward to de dar when I can •• t '&7 014 ....,. 

6' 
and 11:1 •• laJm7 in the 0101'7 Land. !hank Clod. 
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IDterr1 ... r _____________ M1 __ s. __ ~ __ .. _· __ Ro_be_·_rt_._~_· ____________ _ 

Person tnterY1end "'.1' larutt (bl1D4). Hollr Oro ..... Ark, 
/', 

.{' Age 81 

" C' 

-'I _ ....... _ _ _ ___________ .. _ .. _ .. __ .. ___ .. __ .. _ ... 

-I .as born AprU 50, 1856. It ftS wrote in a old Blble, I .. 81 

years old. I... born 3 aile. tro. 1l0r8nce. Al..... The tolta o1llle4 

us was Nanoy and liar. TOJI .1111_. 'fo rq reoolleetlon they had 1~ 

Wlll1a, alld T(D, bo,.., 18D.8, AIm, bley, alld ... , girl.. In 'IA7 temly 

there ft8 13 ch1ldren. ~ parenu nee Barr7 ancl Harrlett Barutt. 

~a ~aa W1l11... had • taDPins,.rd. Be baaBkt hlde. ~la ..,.: 

When a tellow bring hlde. he 1IOUl.d tan _ thea gl .... hill baok halt 1d:lat 

he brought. TheD he work up the reat 1ll shoe., harDe •• , aoopa, aad4l •• 

&J1cl sell thea. !he _n all worked wid hill and he bad a tara. Be 

. raised corn, ootton, wheat, end oat •• 
I 

'"that ala .... r,. as bad, liar. !fa. Wlll1_ ... " t clUel. Be MTe1' 

broke the alth. When the horn blowed they. better be tn place. 'lJaey 

uaed a tw1.ted cowhide whoop. It.as _t and t1ed, then lt mortally 

would hurt. One thinS you had to be a your place 01' aDd D1aht. It 

was contina'. 

-SUnday was vls1ttng ~. 

-0. un COllI to 41eer _ he hit a horse Wid a rock and rwa ...,.. 

He missed hi. diuer. Be c .. back to dark an4 went tole )(ar. Ifcaa. 

He dida't whoop hta. I _ Jligb.t1 I1ttle 1Ihu. that look place. 

"!hey worked on Sa'tlmlaT like &Il7 other ..,.. 0. Jan f1ad oat 

the ratio ... ' It diu't tate 10DC ter to 10 S1t ... 
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"!be W(88n plowed llke _n in plow tt.. Some .... _de rails. 

When 1 t was cold and ralning they aplJl and wove. In the hOUH. The_n 

cut wood under a ahed or side the barn 80 ltkDock ott the wind. Mara 

Tom Willlams had 12 grown men and women. I .. too little to count but 

I heard lIf1 tolks call .. over by n .. anc1 nUllber more times en I got 

tingers and toea. He would hlre em out to work same. 

"Ihen medea come on I was 011 Ba1dd.n 1.anktorcl S1lIlpson place. It 

... 3 or 5 miles trCIR toa. '!he,. ha4 a big (UDDer-picn1c clos. by. It 

... " 01'5 da7 ot Jupai. I. lot ot sold1ers co.. b7 there ana 8&14t 

'You nlggers all' tree.' I1; bout brote up the pleno. ~ lIbita tolta 

broke ott h~. !h. wanted to SO back Wilt, thaa dida't "Not ott 

gone wlld. tiss :Wcy and Mt-. Bob Barnett glTe all ot .. staJeCl a .. 

corn and a llttle .o_y. !hea _ pai4 ott at the eDd ot the,...r. !'llea 

7OW1S _ater ant and rented at M117 Bunt place. W. ata1'84 wid h:t.a 8 

or " 78ar. then _ .. nt to • plaoe he bough.. '1'CIIl Barnett c.. to clo_ 

to Little Rook. Mara Wi1l1_ stanec1 aD4 41H on t~. 1ra7 1n "mph1s. 

We came on wid the tamily. Otle.s the,. are all dea4 IlOW. W1all1; I mow 

or oould tind ea. ~ n8ysr marrled. Be .... soldier. One ot the bol's 

dled to the war started. 

IIJIJ brother loe married luvena Omsted and leWi. Omate4 lIU'1"ie4 

rq aiater :Bet.,. ac1 Jrars 'fOIl Wl11i_ s.ppM the W~" __ ._ • 

oook tor the 1Ih1te toUs how I ca. to DOW so lI10h bout lt all. Bo)"8 

wore 100.. shin_ till· th.,. .. Bins or tell "ears 014. !he mirt oa. 

to the calt ot the le,_ Bo belt • 

• e ha4 pleat,. O~ eat1Dae !he,. had a big &Ute. ad plelltl' 

JI1l.k. !be7 cooked 1114 the ... .,stll'. !ha7 wul4 k1ll • beet 



and haft a welt o~ hOI k1ll1q. They would kill the beet the hardes'll 

weather that came. T.ba tamdl1es cooked at night and on Sunday at the 

101 cabilla. They cook at night tor all naxt da7. '!'he old men hauled 

-whan I was a little bor I could hear men runnin' tha slave. w1d 

hounds in the mountaina. The landmen paid paddyrollers to keep track 

ot alaTe.. Xaep 8Dl hame day and n1pt. 

-Wa took turns bout soins to white church. .e go in .. shin' at tha 

creek and pIlt on clean clothe.. She learned me a prayer. Old mistre.s 

learned me to say it nights I slept up at the bouse. I still can s87 it: 

'llow I 1&7 me down to sleep 
I pray the Lord rq aoul to keep 
It I Should die to I wake 
I pray the .Lord my soul. to take.' 

-!he .laft. at our places had wheat straw beds. The white tolks 

had tine goose teather beds. We had no idle day.. Had. 1011& t1_ at 

diDner to rest and rest and water the te_. Sometime. we ted thea. Old 

mistress bad two peafowl. roosted in the Colonial poplar tree.. Sbe had 

a pigeon house and a turkey houaa. I recken chicken and goo_ hOll_, too. 

When C<Dpe.nJ come you take em to .ae the t&l'll, the garden, the .w l.ather 

thiDs. jes' mad. and to .e the little ducks, calves, and colts. lolka 

don't care bout 8881D.6 that now. 

'"!he girl. wnt to J'lorenc. to school. nl I can recollect 18 

them soiDs ot~ to school and I moweel it .. nonn_. 

"!he Yankees hlrned the big hou_. It 1IU a tine hou_. Old 

mi.tress mo'Yed in the oftrseer's hOll.. Be wa. a white man. Be movad 

samewhere el_. '!'he YlUlkea. made raid. and took 15 or ao cal '9'88 trca 

her at one tu.. Ther .at the tater hou_ at1re. '!'he7 took the corn. 

11 .... -1 , 



014 mi.tress cried more an one tu.. !he Yukees starved out more black 

taces thaD white at their stealias_ .Atter that war it ... hard tor the 

alaves to have a shelter and enough eatin' that winter. '!'hey died in 

piles bout atter that August I tole you bout. Xo. Innes was our overseer 

when the house burned. 

lIoIfhe Xu nux come to my bouse twice. Ther couldn't get filled up 

wid _ter. They scared us to death. I heard a lot of thiDg. th8r dODe. 

-I don't vote. I voted once in all '/Irf life fo 8OJD8 county officer •• 

-I been in Arkansas since hbru&rJ 5, 1880. I come to Little 

Cypress. I worked for 1Ir. Clark by the moDth" X. W. Crocton'. place, 

Mr. Kitchen's place. I waa brakeman on freight train aeUe. I worked 

on the .ection. I famed and worked in the timber. I don't have no 

Children; I never been married. I wanted to work by the month all .., 

lite. I sells _t. (shuck mat.) $1.00 and I bottom chair. 501. !he 

So01al Welfare giv •• ., tlO.OO. ~t is lC¥ a meal. '!'hat _ neD 

door boards _ - table board - for 30_ a cla7. I make all I oaa outer 

tust one thing and another.- (Be is bl1nd - cataract •• ) 
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Interviewer Miss Irene Robertson 
--------------------------~~~~~---------------

Person interviewed~ _______ Emme~;;~Ba~r_r~I_Ma~d;i~s~o_n~I~Ar~k~an~s~a_s ______ __ 

Age 65 

~ly parents belong to two people. Mama was born in M[ssissippi I 

think and papa come from North Carolina. Papa's master was Lark Hickerson. 

Mama was sold from Dr. Ware to Dr. Pope. She was grown when she was sold. 

She was the mother of twenty-seven children. She had twins three times. 

"During the Civil War she was run from the Yankees and had twins on 

the road. They died or was born dead and she nearly died. They was 

buried between twin trees close to Hernando, Mississippi. Her last owner 

was Dr. Pope, ten miles south of Augusta, Arkansas. I was born there and 

raised up three miles south of Augusta, Arkansas. 

~Vhen mama was sold she left her people in Mississippi but after 

freedom her sisters, Aunt Mariah and Aunt Mary, come .here to mama. Aunt 

Mariah had no children. Aunt Mary had four boys, two girls. She brought 

her children. Mama. said her husband when Dr. Ware m-med her was Maxwell 

but she married my papa after Dr. Pope bought her. 

"Dr. ware had a fine man he bred his colored house women to. They 

didn't plough and do heavy work. He was hostler, looked after the stock 

and got in wood. The woman hated him, and the men on the place done as 

well. They hated him too. My papa was a Hickerson. He was a shoemaker 

and waited on Dr. Pope. Dr. Pope and Miss Marie was good to my parents and 

to my auntees when they come out here. 
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-I am the onliest one of mama's children living. Mama was sold on the 

block and cried off I heard them say when they lived at Wares in Miss

issippi. Yama was a house girl, Aunt Mary cooked and my oldest sister put 

fire on the skillet and oven lids. That was her job. 

"Mama was lighter than I am. She had Indian blood in her. One auntee 

was half white. She was lighter than I am, had straight hair; the other 

auntee was real dark. She spun and wove and knit socks. Mama said they 

had plenty to eat at both homes. Dr. Pope was good to her. Mama went to 

the white folks church to look after the babies. They took the babies and 

all the little children to church in them days. 

"Mama said the preachers tol~ the slaves to be good and bedient. The 

colored folks would meet up wid one another at preaching same as the white 

folks. I heard my auntees say when the Yankees come to the house the mis

tress would run give the house women their money and jewelry and soon as 

the Yankees leave they would come get it. That Was at Wares in )lississippi. 

"1 heard them talk about slipping off and going to some house on the 

place and other places too and pray for freedom during the War. They 

turned an iron pot upside d01lll in the room •. When some menst slaves was 

caught on another man's place he was allowed to whoop them and send tham 

hame and they would git another whooping. Same man wouldn't allow that; 

they said they would tend to their own slaves. So many men had to leave 

home to go to war times got slack. 

"It was Ju~ Martin that owned my papa before he was freed. He lived 

close to Augusta, Arkansas. When he was freed he lived at Dr. Pope's. He 

was sold in North Carolina. Dr. Pope and Judge :Martin told them they was 

free. Mama stayed on with Dr. Pope and he paid her. He never did whoop her. 



Mama told me all this. She died a few years ago. She was old. I never 

heard much about the Ku Klux. Mama was a good speller. I was a good 

speller at school and she learned with us. I spelled in ~lebster' s Blue 

Back Speller. 

3. 121 

WWe children stayed around home till we married off. I nursed nearly 

all my life. Me and my husband farmed ten years. He died. I don I t have a 

child. I wish I did have a girl. My cousin married us in the church. His 

n~e was Andrew Baccus. 

"After my husband died I went to Coffeeville, Kansas and nursed an old 

invalid white woman three years, till she died. I come back here ~ere I 

was knowed. I'm keeping this house for some people @Dne off. Part of the 

house is rented out and I get $8 and commodities. I been sick with the 

chills." 



'" 1nterviewer ________ S_. __ S_. __ T~a~y~l_o_r ________ __ 

Person interviewed Robert Barr 
-=3~I~08~W~e~s~t~I~8~t~h~S~t-.--

Age 73 Little Rock, Ark. 

Occupation _________ Pr=-e~a~c_h_i_n~g~ ________ ___ 

'"' 
'"f=" (I J ' 
j »',:F" 1-1 v- J V, ',"",,- I 

-" :!-;,;r __ - - - - - - -) _:J-

"I am a minister of the Gospel. I have been preaching 

for the last thirty years. I am batching here. A man does bet

ter to live by himself. Young people got the devil in them now 

a days. Your own children don't want you around. 

ttl got one grand-daughter that ain't never stood on the 

floor. Her husband kicked her and hit her and she ain't never 

been able to stand up since. I got another daughter that ain't 

thinking about marrying. She just goes from one man to the 

other. 

tiThe government gives me a pension. /The white folks help 

me all along. Before I preached, I fiddled, danced, shot craps, 

did anything. 

"My mother was born in Chickasaw, Missi~sippi. She was 

born a slave. Old man Barr was her master. She was a Lucy 

Appelin and she married a Barr. I don't know whether she stood 

on the floor and married then as they do now or not. They tell 

me that they just gave them to them in those days. My mother 

said that they didn't know anything about marriage then. They 

had some sort of a way of doing. 01' Massa would call them up 

and say, 'You take that man, and go ahead. You are man and wife.' 

I don't care whether you liked it or didn't. You had to go 
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ahead. I heard em say: 'Nigger ain't no more'n a horse or cow.' 

But they got out from under that now. The world is growing ~ore 

and more civilized. But when a nigger thinks he is something, he 

ain't nothin'. lNhite folks got all the laws and regulations in 

their hands and they can do as they please. You surrender under 

em and go along and you ar~ all right. I~ they told a woman to 

go to a man and she didn't, they would whip her. You didn't have 

your own way. They would make you do what they wanted. They'd 

give you a good beating too. 

"My father was born in Mississippi. His name was Simon 

Barr. My mother and father both lived on the same plantation. 

In all groups of people they went by their master's name. Before 

she married, my mother r s master and mi~tress were Appelins. V'fuen 
< 

she got married - got ready to marry - the white folks agreed to 

let them go together. Old Man Barr must have paid something for 

her. According to ~y mother and father, that's the way it was. 
/ 

She had to leave her master and go with her husband's master. 

"According to myoId father and mother, the Patteroles 

went and got the niggers"when they did something wrong. They 
, 

lived during slave 'time. They had a rule and government over 

the "colored and there you are. When they caught niggers out, 

they would beat them. If you'd run away, they'd go and get you 

and beat you and put you back. When they'd get on a nigger and 

beat him, the col(red folks would holler, II pray, Massa.' They 

had to have a great war over it, before they.freed the nigger. 

The Bible says there is a time for all things. 

"My mother and father said they got a certain amount when 



they was freed. I don't know how much it was. It was only a 

small amount. After a short time it broke up and they didn't 

get any more. I get ten dollars pension now and that is more 

than they got then. 

"1 heard Old Brother Page in Mississippi say that the 

slaves had heard em say they were going to be free. His young 

mistress heard em say he was going to be fr~e and she walked up 

and hocked and spit in his face. When freedom came, old Massa 

came out and told them. 

"I have heard folks talk of buried treasure. I'll bet 

there's more money under the ground than there is on it. They 

didn't have banks then, and they put their money under the 

ground. For hundreds of years, there has been money put under 

the ground. 

"I heard my mother talk about their dances and frolics 

then. I never heard her speak of anything else. They di~n't 

have much freedom. They couldn't go and come as they pleased. 

You had to have a script to go and come. Niggers ain't free 

now. You can't do anything; you got nothin'. This whole town 

belongs to white folks, and you can't do nothin'. If nigger 

get to have anything, white folks will take it. 

"We raised our own food. We made our own flour. We wove 

our own cloth. We made our clothes. We made our meal. We made 

our sorghum cane molasses. Some of them made their shoes, made 

their own medicine, and went around and doctored on one another. 

They were more healthy then than they are now. This generation 

don't live hardly to get forty years old. They don't live long 

now. 
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HI came to Arkansas about thirty-five years ago. I got 

right into ditches. The first thing I did was farm. I farmed 

about ten years. I made about ten crops. Mississippi gave you 

more for your crops than Arkansas." 

. 



Interviewer Mrs. Bernice Eowden 
------------------~------------~----~----------

Parson interviewed Matilda Bass 
----~~~~~~--~~~~~~--~~-------1100 Palm Street, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

A8e 80 

ryes rna·am, 1 was eight years old when the Old War ceasted. 

~oney, I've lived here twenty years and I don't know what this 

street is. 

,,! was born in Greenville, Mississippi. They took my parents and 

carried 'em to Texas to keep 'em from the Yankees. 1 think they stayed 

three years 'cause 1 didn't know 'em when they come back. 

"1 'member the Yankees come and took us chillWl and the old folks 

to Vicksburg. 1 'member the old man that Reed after the chillun while 

their parents was gone, he said 1 was eight when freedom come. We 

didn't know nothin' 'bout our ages--didn't have 'nough sense. 

"My parents come back after surrender and stayed on my owner's 

plac8--john Scott's place. We had three mastera--three brothers. 

"1 been in Arkansas twenty years--right here. 1 bought this 

home. 

"1 married my husband in Mlss1ssipp1. We farmed. 

"The Lord uses me as a prophet and after my husband died, the Lord 

sent me to Arkansas to tell the people. He called me out of the church. 

I been out of the Chur~ now thirty-three years. Seems like all they 

think about in the churches now is money, so the Lord called me 

out." 
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InterT1e .. r. ______________ ~.a~S_s~Ire=_D_. __ B_o~be_rt __ ._an ______________ __ 

Person 1DterT1e1l8d ________ ....... " .. e_t ... "...,;;Be .... al ........ B ... 1 .. s .... co_e ............ Ar;;,;k .. 8_LD .. Ba ___ S ___ _ 

Age 78 

~ -- - . - ----- -- - - -- - - ---- --- - ---- ------ -
-I was born 1n Holloman County. Bo11var, 'leD.D.88S8e. Kaster Dr. J'1m 

)Ia,. oGed my set er tolks. He had two girls and two boys. I reckon he had 

a w1te 'tIllt I don't recollect see1ng her. lie. suckled 1118; W1ll1am)lay with 

me. n,. and Seley and SUs1e ftS h1s ch1ldren. 

-I churned for mama in slavery. She t1ed a cloth around the top so no 

f11es get in. I better hadn't let no fly get 1n the churn. She take lD8 out 

to a peach tree and learn me how to keep the t11es outen the churn neD t1l8. 

-..a. was Dr. May's cook. We et out the d1shes bu.t I don't kIlow how 

allot 'am done their eatiDg. '!'hey eat at the1r houses. Dr. IIfq had a good 

s1ze bunch of hands, not a b1g crowd. We had straw beds. )(ade new ones 

e'9'e17 .'IWMr. In. that country they d1dD.' t 'low you t~ beat '70' hands up. I 

heard my tolks say that more' n one t1me. 
6 

"Dr. IIa7 come tole 'am. 1t ftS treedca. They could get land and st81'-

all 'at wanted to. ~ h1s old ones kept on w1d him. '!'hey sharecropped and 

some ot them got a third. I recollect him and worked tor h1ll. 

'"!'he Xu. nU% d1dn' t bother none ot us. Dr. May wouldn't 'low them on 

h1s place. 

"llama COl8 out here in 1880. I t1gured there better land out here and 

I followed her in 1881. We pa1d our 01lD. ways. Seem like the owners ought: 

to g1ye the slayes 801118th1ng lut seem l1ke they was mad 'cause they set us 

tree. )fa was l18JI18d Viney llay and pa, N1ck May. 
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-Fa and tour or tive brothers was sold in lfemphls. He never seen hls 

brothers no more. 'l'hey come to Arkansas. 

tepa and Dr. llay went" to war. The Yankees drafted pa and he coma back 

to Dr. May atter he tit. He got his IIp spllt open in the War. Dr.)Iay 

come home and worked hls slaves. He dldn' t stay long 1n war. 

2. 128 

-I reckon they had plenty to eat at hOJll8. !hey didn't run to the 

stores every day 'bout starved to death like I has to do now. Ila sald thet 

didn't '10. the overseers to whoop too soh er Dr. Jlay would turn them ott. 

"lCr horse stomped on my toot elght years ago. I dldn' t pay 1 t soh 

'tentlon. It didn't hurt. Blood-p'lson coma ~ it and they took me to the 

horsepl tal and my leg had to come ott t (at the knee) • 

• 8 have to go back to .Atrlca to Tote all the 'lectlons. Voting br1ng8 

up more hard teel1ngs.-
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Interviewer 
Pernella Anderson, colored. 

EX-SLAVES 
I~ • 

! 

Yes I was born in slavery time. I was born September 2, 1862 in the field un~r 

a tree. I don't know nothing about slavery. I was too young to remember anything 

about slavery. But I tell you this much, times ain't like they used to be. There 

was easy living back in the 18 hundred years. People wore homemade clothes, what I 

mean homespun and lowell clothes. MY ma spun and weaved all of her cloth. We wore 

our dresses down to our ankles in length and my dresses was called mother hubcards. 

~ne skirts had about three yards circumference and we wore plenty of clothes under 

our dress. We did not go necked like these folks .do now. Folk did not know how we 

was made. We did not show our shape, we did not disgrace ourself back in 1800. We 

wore our hair wrapped and head rags tied on our head. I went barefooted until I waS 

a young missie then I wore shoes in the winter but I still went barefooted in the 

summer. My papa was a shoemaker sO he made our shoes. \Ve rai sed everything that we 

ate when I was a chap. We ate a plenty. We raised plenty of whippo.ell peas. Th&t 

was the only kind of peas there was then. We raised plenty ~odie sweet potatoes 

they call them nigger chokers now. We had cow~ so we had plenty of milk and butter. 

\Ve cooked on tm fireplace. The first stove I cooked on was a white woman's stove, 

that was 1890. 

I never chanced to go to school bec8l1se wbe re we lived there wasn't no school. I 

worked all of the time. In fact that was all we knew. White people did not see where 

negroes needed any learning so we had to work. We lived on a place with some white 

people by the name of Dunn. They were good people but they taken all that was made 

because we did not know. I ain't never been sick in my life and 1 have never had a 

doctor in my li fee I am in good health now. 

We traveled horseback in the years of 1800. We did not ride straddle the horM' s 

back we rode sideways. The old folks wore their dreses dragging the ground. We chapa 
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called everybody old that married. We respected them because they was considered 

as being old. IL'ime bas made a change. 

-Dina Beard, DOuglas Addition. 
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Interviewer ______________ M1~8~8~lre=_n_e~Bo~be~rt~8~Q~n ____________ ___ 

Person interviewed ____ ~4_n_n~1e __ Be __ c_k~._ •• e_8_t_!!mph1 __ ~ __ s~ •• Ar. .. X.aD.·.S8._8 __ ___ 

_ _ _ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ~ _ _ _ ~ _ _ _ _ • ~ _ _ _ _ _ w 

-I ft8 born in Kississippi. 

llama was bora in .Alabama and sold 

to Holcaab, Missis8ippi. Her owner 

was Kaster Beard. She was a field 

woman. !hey took her in a stage-

coach. !heir owner wanted to keep 

it a secret about treedca.. lklt he 

had a brother that fussed with him. 

all the time and he told the 

alave8 they 1I8.S all free. Mama 

said they was pretty good alway. 

to h8r tor it to be sl~very, bI1t 

papa said his owners waan' t 80 

good to hila. He was sold in Rich-

mond, Virginia to Master 'l'homaa at 

Grenada, )(i8sissippi. He was a 

plain faDming man.-
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Interviewer Bernice Bowden 

Person inte rviewed J. H. Beckwith 
619 North Spruce st re et, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Age 68 

"No ma'm I was not born in the time of slav€ry. I was sixty-eight last 

Fridoay. I was born November 18, 1870 in Johnson -';ounty, North Carolina. -

"My mother was born in Georgia and her name was Gracie 13arum. Father was 

born in North Carolina. His name was Rufus Beckwith. He belonged to Doctor 

Beckwi th ,and moth:: r, I think, belonged to Tom Barum. Barum was just an ordi-

nary farmer. He was just a second or third class farmer -- just peor white 

folks. I think my motter was the only slave he ownei. 

My father had 1l:> walk seven miles every Saturday night to see my mother, 

and be back be for e s unri se M> nday • 

"My parents had. at least three or four children born in slavery. I know 

my father said he worked at night and made shoes for his family. 

"M3 father was a. mulatto. He had a negro mother and a white father. He 

had a mechanical talent. He seemed to be somewhat of a genius. He had a pro-

ductive mind. He could do blacksmithing, carpenter work, brick work and shoe 

work. 

t'Father was marri~ twice. He raised ten children by each wife. I think 

my mother had fifteen children and I was the the thirteenth child. I am the 

only boy among the first set, called to the ministry. Mm there was one in the 

second set. Father learned to read and write after freedom. 

11 After freedom he sent my oldest brother and 8 ister to Hampton, Virginia 

and they were graduated from Hampton Institute and later taught 8chool. They 

were graduated from the same s~hvol Booker T. Washington was. He got his idea 

of vocational education there. 
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"I haven't had much education. r went as far as the eighth grade. The 

biggest education& I have had was in the Conference. 

"I joined the Little iiock General t;onference at 'l'exarkana in 1914. This 

was the Methodist Episcopal, North, and I was ordained as a deacon and later 

an elder by white bishops. Th81 in 1930 I joined the African Methodist. 

"By trade I am a carpenter and bricklayer. I served. an apprentice under 

my father and under a German contractor. 

t'I used to be call ad the best negro journeyman carpenter between Ivionroe, 

Louisiana and Little ROck, Arkansas. 

"I made quite a success in my trade. I have a couple·o f United states 

Patent Rights. One is a brick mold holdiDg ten bricks and used to make bricks 

of concrete. The other is a sliding door. (See attached drawin~) 

"I was in the mercantile business two and one-half years in Sevier (Jounty. 

I sold that because it was too a:> nfining and returned to the ca.rpenter's 

trade. I still practice my trade some now. 

"I have not had to ask help from anyone. I have helped otners. I own 

my home and I sent. my daughter to Fisk University where she was graduated. 

',,'hile there she met a young man and they were later married and now live in 

Chicago. They O'A'l'l their home and are doing well. 

"In my work in the ministry I am trying to teach my people to have higher 

ideals. We have to bring our race to that high ideal of race integrity. I am 

trying to keep the negro from thinking he is hated by the upper class of white 

people. ~at the negro needs is self-consciousness to the extent that he 

aspires to the higher principles in order to stand on a~ equal plane in attain

ment but not in a social way. 

"At present, the negro's ideals are too low for him to visualize the evils 

involved in race mixture. He needs to be lifted in his own estimation and 
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learn that a race cannot be estimated by other races - by anything else but 
their own ideals. 
"The younger generation is off on a tangent. They'll have to hit something 
before they stop. 
"The salvation of our people -- of all people-white and colored, is 
leadership. We've got to have vision and try to give the people vision. 
Not to live for ourselves but for all. The present generation is selfish. 
The life should flow out and as it flows out it makes room for more life. If 
It does not flow out, it congeals and ferments. Selfishness is just like dam
ming a stream. 
"I think Woodrow Wilson won the World War with his fourteen points of 
democracy. If the people of foreign countries had not that old imperialism 
sentiment, the Jew would not be where he is today." 

Interviewer's Comment 

This man is the best informed and most sensible negro I have interviewed. 
In the room where I interviewed him, were a piano, a radio, many ferns, a 
wool rug, chairs, divan, and a table on which were books including a set of the 
Standard History of the World. I asked if he had read the history and he re
plied, "Not all of it but I have read the volumes pertaining to the neolithic 
age." 
On the walls were several pictures and two tapestries. 
The house was a good frame one and electric current was used. 
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Intervie.er, _______ JI1;;:;;:o;;.::;;:.~Ire __ ne __ ,;;;;Bo~be;;,;:;,;:;rt;.;;;.:::;80.:.:A ______ _ 

PerIOD ate"i •••• Baooll Beel; Green GrOft. Hazen • .Arkansas 

J.p '19 

-- - - - - ~ ~ - ---- ~ - - -- ----- . -- -------- --

\.'Ye. __ I wa. borD a .1aft, born in slavery t1lle.. I •• r born 

in Hardman County. T.D...... IIr on daddy waa a Union soldi.r and rq 

_ wa. a cook ter the mistress. We belonged to Misa Viney and Dr. 11m 

Ma... ~ daddy drawed a peDsion ter bain a soldier till he die. Be 

_nt ott to w81 t on some men he know. Then he .".t same Dl8n wanted hill 

to join the arJI7. !hey said then he get paid and get a bounty-. »0 ilia 

he never sot a red cent. Be CC1118 back broke as he went ott. Be 8ay he 

turned loose 800n as he could and ma.tered out and let thaa riSbt now, 

He had no time to ax _ no que8tions. That what he .aidJ We ata1'8d on 

that plaoe till I ... big nut to do a d&1a work. 'We had no other plaoe 

to ge. There was plentY' land and no .to,ct. Housea to stay in got 

.carce. It a t~ had a place to stay- at when that war ended he 

(~ 

cO\Ulted hi8selt luclq I tell you, He~p ot black an white jes raml1D 

round through the wood8 an over the roads huntin a little to eat or 

a little swapin to do. It y-ou stay in the tield .orkin about putt1D 

back the tence8 an round yo own house y-ou wouldn't be hurt. 

\'-'1'he Xu nUDS war not hunt1n work theiraelvea. '!'he,. w .. leeepin 

order at the gatheriDs and down the ~blic roads. 'olks had came toted 
1 

otf all the folk. mad. in the crops till they don't call Dllth1n atealia. 
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~y whooped all and _da em rida o. raU.. I do.'" know all the car

rl... on did taka place. I aho wo\1ld bee. acared lt I .. ed em o-u to 

1118. Wa lett Dr. 1Ia.. and went to Orain, 'raDlL8s .. e. I had three .1atera 

aDd halt-brothera. I don't rem.aber how JD8D1, 801118 d •• d. I tu.4 all 

my l1te. Bftrybody said tha land was so much better and newar out 1a 

Arkansa.. When I marrled I come to Tomberlln and worked ter Baa ~ 

bout twel T8 years. !hen I rented trOll .Tim Hloks at England. I rented 

trCII one at the CulleY' boys and J'im Neelam. When I .,.a17 tust coma here 

I worked at Helena on a tarm one year. When I got my leg taken ott it 

coat bout all I ever had cualated. I live. on 'IJt3' slster's place. Henry 

Bratcher's w1te out at Green Grove. The Welltare g1 va .. te cause I 

calnt get bout. 

" I don t t know bout the t!mea. It is 80 UDsettled. 'olks want work 

caint get 1 t and 8OlD8 won't work that could. You caint get help ao you 

can make a crop ot your own DO JDOre, ter sometiMs 18 clo ... ~ 



Interviewer Miss Irene Robertson 
----------------.-----------------~---------------, 

Person interviewed~ __ ~S~o_p~h~i~e~D~.~Be~l_l_e~, ___ For~ __ re_s_t __ C_i_t~y~,_Ar ___ kan ___ s __ as __ __ 

.Age 77 

"I was born near Knoxville, Georgia. Lly mother was a l)roi'essional 

:Xlstry cook. She was a house woman during slavery. blle was ovmed by Lewis 

Hicks and Ann Hicks. They had Saluda, llilary, Lewis, and Oscar. 

"Mother was never sold. IJr. Hicks reared her. She was three-fourths 

Indian. Her father was George Hicks. Gordon carried him to Texas. Mr. 

Bob Gordon was mean. He asl:ed lhl'o Hicks to kee,? mother and auntie while he 

\lent to Texas. LIr. Gordon ViUS so mean. r,Iy mother had two little girls but 

c'ny si star eli ed :ihile S!!lall. 

"I never SQV; anyone sold. I never sa.':. a sold.ier. But I noticed the 

- Grown peopl'j wllisparinG nany tiDes. !.lother eX'.;>lained it to me, they had 

30me news fran the tlar. Aunt Jane said she saw them pass in gangs. I 

~_ea.rd her say, 'Did you see the soldiers pass early this tlorning?' I was 

iJsleep. Some-l;'imes I was out at play Huen they passed. 

"Master Hicks called us all up at dinner one day to the big house. He 

told us, 'You are free as I am. t I never had worked any then. No, they 

eried and 'Alent on to tlleir homes. Aunt Jane was bad to speak out, she was 

so rJUch Indian. She had three children. She Vlen t to ancther place to live. 

She was in search of her husband Lnd thought h9 nibht be there at Ft. 

'Ielley. 

":.lother stayed on another year. Mr. Hicl{s \Ias Good to us. None 

of the children ever worked till they was ten or twelve years old. 
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He had a lot of slaves and about twenty-five children on the place growing. 

He had just a big plantation. He had a special cook, Aunt :Mariah, 1;0 cook 

for the field hands. Tlley eat like he did. Amster Hicks would examine 

their buckets and a great big split basket. If they didn't [lave enough to 

eat he would have her cook more and send to them. They had nice victuals to 

Gat. He had a bell to ring for all the children to be put to bed at sundown 

and they slept late. He said, 'Let them grow. t Their diet "faS milk and -

'oread and eggs. Ue had duck eggs, bUlnea eggs, goose eggs, and turkey eggs. 

"I don't know what all the slaves had but mother had feather beds. 

They saved all kind of feathers to make pil10,;[6 una bed and chair cushions. 

',ie always h~;.d u pet pig about our place.. 1i.;.aster Ricks l:ept a drove of pea

fowls. He had cows, goats, sheep. We children loved the lambs. Elvira 

:.!ttended to the milk. She had SOI'"...e of the girls and boys to milk. Uncle 

Dick, mother's brother, was Mr. Hicks' coachrn.an. He was raised on the 

',-;lace too. 

"I think I.iaster Hic!cs [mel his fa.'1lily "'.:a[tS French, but, though they were 

light-skin people. They had lic;ht :'lair too, I think. 

"One day a Frenchman (white) that lias ':1 <.loctor come to call. Uy Allnt 

Jane said to rrie, 'He is your papa. That is your papa. t I saw hin nany 

tines after that. I aLl considered ei~t-ninth white race. Ont; little girl 

Ll] :it the cOLlrthouse asked IJe a c;.uestion und I told her she was too young to 

imm'l about s'J.ch sin. (This Girl ~iUS twenty-four years old unci the case 

',10 rker 's s tenoc;rapIler. ) 

"lJaster Ilicl(s had Uncle ~)atrick bury his silver anci C;old in the woods. 

:t U:J.S in a trunk. The ~iair f.nd hide.las still on the trunk when the \1e.r 

'~Gased. He used his tlOn6Y to pay the slaves that worked on his plc1ce after 

:reeclom. 
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ttl went to school ·to a white man from January till !.Lay and m.other paid 

him one dollar a month tuition. After I married I went to school three 

terms. I married qui t;3 young. Everyone did that fur back. 

"I married at ..I~unt Jane's home. "lle Got married and had diIlller at one 

or two o'clock .. Very quiet. Only a fevi friends [;nd ray relatives. I VlOre 

a g:reen \1001 traveling dress. It "\-;0.8 tri...rm.!led in black vel vet Wld black 

"o8ads. I married in C:l. hat. At abo"J.t seven o'cloc~-c Vie went to my lr..lsband's 

horue at :)er.:';)', Georgia. he o",med a Il8VV buggy. He rode tl1irty miles. iJe 

had a colored minister to Harry us. He vIas a-!:~in~er c:r:c. a :Line 2Jrovider. 

:;1e died. I had l10 children. 

"I ccllJ.e to Forrest City 1874. Tl.J.ere was three dry-goods and grocery 

stores .;:.:::d t"ilO saloom, here--fi ve stores in all. I cone alone. .Aunt Jane 

and Uncle Sol h&.d migrated here. t1y mother come with me. Tnere was one 

railroad throue;h here. I belont: to the i3aptist church. 

"I married the second tirae at L.uslwgce, Olde....1.OIna. r .... y husband lived 

O'..l.t there. He lias Indian-African. He ,'las a Baptist" r:linister. lie never 

]~ad allY children. I never had il child. They tell ue IlO\1 if' I had married 

'~larf.: tJ.'9l} I ",lOuld ;aaybe :lad children. I raarl'ieu. very 1 it)'" t men both 

tines. 

"I ·'lashed ond ironed, cooked aIld ~,e)t house. I sewed :'or the yublic, 

;)lac:-;: and white 0 1. washed and ironed for tIrs. Grahar:1 at Crockettsville 

tn3nt:/-thrae ~'8ars <lIld tll:;."ee ltionths. I inherited I:i hooe here. O'..Tled a 

hOLle :~ere in iorrest City once. I live wi til my cousin here. He uses that 

~louse 1'or his study. He is a Baptist ninister. (The churC~l i3 in front of 

'C",eir home--a very nice new bricl{ church -- ed.) I'n blind no';; or I could 

at ill sew, \'lash emd iron some maybe. 
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"I get eight dollars from the Social We.lfare. I do my own cooking in 

the kitchen. I aD seventy-seven years old. I try to live as good as my 

a@9o Every year I try to live a little better, t~ little sweeter as the 

years go by. t " 

.. " -.f'Y'" . .;!.J .• ~ •• "": ",:" ••• ". 
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Interviewer~ ______________ ~~~~le~l~S~.~T~ay~lo~r~ ______________ __ 

Person interviewed __ ~~~~~~~Qyru~~8~Be~1~~~s~~~~~ ____ ___ 
1320 Pulaski Street,- Little Rock, Arkansas 

Age 73 

r ftc tA.L d1/Jt <-( Ii Ii J -L. - - - _ - - - - - - _, .. iIOo - ... ,"'_ _ _ _ - _ _ _ 

"I was born in Mississippi in 1865 in Jefferson C~ty. It was on the 

tenth or March. :My rather's nane was Cyrus BelluB, the same as mine. My 

mother's name was Matilda Bellua. 

"My father's master was David Hunt. My rather and mother both 

belonged to him. They had the same master. I don't know the names at my 

grandfather and mother. 1 think they were Jordana. No, I know my grand-

mother's name was Annie Hall, and my grandratherts name waa Stephen Ball. 

Those were my mother's grandparents. My rather'. father was named J'ohn 

Major and his mother was named Dinah Major. They belonged to the Hunt.. I 

_ don't know why the names was difterent. I guess he wasn't their tir8t 

master. 

Slave Sales, Whippings, Work 

"1 have heard my tolks talk about how they were traded oft and how 

they used to have to work. Their master wouldn't allow them to whip his 

handa. No, it was the mistress that wouldntt allow them to be whipped. 

They had hot words about that sometimes. 

"The slaves had to weave cotton and knit sox. Sanet1mas they would 

work all night, weaving cloth, and spinning thread. '!'he sp1Dn1ng would be 

done first. They would make cloth tor all the hands on the place. 

"They used to have tanning vats to make ahoes with too. Old master 

didn't knOll' what it was to buy shoe8. Had a man there to make thea. 
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"K7 tather and mother were both tield hands. They didn t t weave or 

spin. lI1 grandmother on urr mother's side d1d that. They were supposed to 

p1ck--the man, tour hundred poWlds ot cotton, and the woman three hundred. 

And that was gittin' same cotton. It they d1dn't came up to the task, they 

was took out and give a whipping. The overseer would do the thrashing. 

The old mistress and master wouldn't agree on that wh1pping. 

:run 

-The slaves were allowed to get out and have their tun and play and 

tlDllsement tor so many hours. Outside ot tho~e hours, they had to be tOWld 

in their house. They had to use tiddles. They had dancing just l1ke the 

boys do now. They had knockin t and rasslin t and all such like now. 

Church 

·So tar as serVing God _s concerned, they had to take a kettle and 

turn. it dOD bottCID upward and then old master couldn't hear the singiDg 

and prayin t • I don t t know just how they turned the·' kettle to keep the 

noise tram goin' out. But I heard my tather and mother say they did 1t. 

The kettle would be on the inside ot the cabin, not on the outside. 

House, JUrn1 ture, Jood 

"!he slaves 11 ved in log houses instead ot Ones like now with weather

boardiD8. The two ends dutted in. ~ey always had them so they would hold 

a nice tamily_ Never had any partitions to make roams. It was just a 

straight long house with one window and one door. 

-Provisions were weighed out to them. They were al10_4 

tour pounds ot meat and a peck ot meal tor each workiDg persOll. 



!hey only provided tor the worldllg tollca. It I had eisht in a ta11y, I 

would just get the ... amouat. !'here was no proT18ioaa tor child-

3. 

-But all the ohildren on the plaoe _re g1 ven 8ameth1ng tram the big 

houae. 'rhe working tolks ate their breaktast batore day11ght in the log 

cabin where ther lived. They ate their supper at hQ1D8 too. '!'hey was 

allowed to get back home by seven or eight o'clock. The alaves on my place 

never ate together. I don't know anything about that kind ot teeding. 

-They had nurses, old tolks that weren't able to work any longer. All 

the children would go to the same place to be cared tor and the old people 

would look atter them. They sam' t able to work, you know. They ted the 

children during the day. 

How !'reedca eaa. 

~ tather and mother and ~dmother 8aid the overseer told thsm that 

ther were tree, I guess that _s in 1865, the same year I was born. 1'he 

overseer told them that they didn't haft any owner now. They was tree 

tolks. The boss man told the. too--had thea to ccae up to the b1g hou_ 

and told them they had to look out tor themaelve8 now because they were 

tree a8 he was. 

Bight .Atter the War 

"R1ght atter emanCipation, rrrr tolks were treed. The boss man told 

them they could work by the dar or Sharecrop or ther could work by groups. 

A group ot tollc:s could go together and work and the boss man would PIl7 thea 

80 Bloh a day. I believe ther worked tor h1m a good whUe--about se.,.en or 

eight years at least. !'hey was 1n one at the groups. 
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Earliest Recollections 

"'Ky OD earliest recollections was ot picking cotton in one of those 

squads--the groups I ftS telling you about. Atter that, the people go't 'to 

renting land and renting stock tor themselves. Tbey sharecropped then. It 

seems to me that everybody was satisfied. I don't ranember anyone sa71ng 

that he was cheated or beat out of anythtng. 

Schooling 

-We had a public school to open in lefterson County, Y1ssissipp1. We 

called it Dobbins Bridge. There _s a bridge about a mile long built 

across the creek. We had two colored waman tor teachers. Their namas 

was Ilary Howard and Hester Harris. They only used two teachers in that 

school. I attended there three years to those same two wameno 

"We had a large tam1ly and I quit to help take care ot it. 

Ku nux 

"1 don't th1l1k there was much disturbance tr<lll.the Ku Klux on that 

plantation. The colored tolks didn't take much part in politic •• 

Later Lite 

"1 stopped school and want to work tor good at about fifteen years. 1 

worked at the field on that same plantation I told you about. I worked 

there tor just about ten years. Then I farmed at the same place on shares. 

I stayed there till 1 was 'bout twenty-six years old. Then 1 moved to 

Wilderness Place in the Cotton Belt in Mississippi. I tarmed there tor two 

years. 

"I tal'lll8d around Greel1ville, Mississippi tor a whUe. '!'hen I 

lett Greenville and came to Arkansas. I came straight to Little Bock. 
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The t1rst thing I did I went into the lumber gradiDg. I waan't tra1Ded to 

1t. but I 1I8nt into it at the 1"8queat ot the lDII!tn who employed _. I ata,ad 

in that e1ght yeara. I learned the lumber grading and checking. Check1ns 

1s seeing the a1ze and w1dth and length and kind ot lumber and seeing how 

much ot it there 1s in a car without tak1ng it out, you know. 

"I married about 1932. ~ wite is dead. Ie neT8r had any children. 

"I haven t t worked any now in ti va years. I have been to the hospital. 

in the east end. I set old age ass1stance--eight dollars and commodities." 
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Interviewer Mrs. Bernice Bowden 

Person interviewed Bob Benford 
209 N. Yaple Street, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

A8e 79 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
"Slavery-tUne folks? Here's one of~. Near as I can get at it, I'se 

seventy-nine. I was born in Alabama. My white folks said I come trom Perry 
- -

County t Alabama, but I come here to this Arkansas country when I was small. 

"My old master was Jim .Ad Benford. He was good to us. I'm go in ' to 

tell you we was better off then than now. Yes ma'am, they treated us right. 

We didn't have to worry bout pay in , the doctor and had plenty to eat. 

"I recollect the shoemaker come and measured my feet and directly he'd 

bring me old red russet shoes. I thought they was the prettiest things I 

ever saw in my life. 

"Old mistress would say, 'Came on here, you little niggerst and she'd 

sprinkle sugar on the meat block and we'd just lick-sugar. 

"I remember the soldiers good, had on blue suits with brass buttons. 

"I'se big enough to ride old master's hOBS to water. He'd say, 'Now, 

Bob, don't you run that hoss' but 'ilhen I got out of sight, I was bound to 

run that hoss a little. 

"I didn't have to work, just stayed in the house with my mammy. She 

was a seamstress. I'm tellin' you the tr~th now. I can tell it at night as 

well as dayt ime. 

·We lived in Union County. Old master had a lot of hands. Old 

mistress' name was Miss Sallie Benford. She just as good as she could 

be. She'd come out to the quarters to see how we was gettin' along. 
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It d be so glad when Chri stmas come. We t d have hog kill in t and It d get the 

bladders and blow em up to make noise - you know. Yes, lady, we'd have a 

WI recollect when Marse Jim broke up and went to Texas. Stayed there 

bout a year and come back. 

WWhen the war was over I recollect they said we was free but I didn't 

know what that meant. I was always free. 

~Atter tree dam mammy stayed there on the place and worked on the shares. 

I don't know nothin' bout my father. They said he was a white man. 

~I remember I was out in the field with mammy and had a old mule. I 

punched htm with a stick and he come back with them hoofs and kicked me 

right in the jaw -- knocked me dead. Lord. lady, I had to eat mush till I 

don't like mush today. That was old Moss - he was a saddle mule. 

"I.fe? I ain't been to school a day in my life. If I had a chance to go 

I didn't know it. I had to help mammy work. I recollect one time when she 

• was sick I got into a fight and she cried and said, 'That's the way you does 

my child' and I know she died next week. 

"After that I worked here and there. ' I remember the first man I worked 

for was Kinch McKinney of El Dorado. 

~I remember when I was just learnin' to plow, old mule knew five hundred 

times more than I did. He was graduated and he learnt me. 

WI made fifty-seven crops in my lifetime. Me and Hance Chapman -- he 

was my witness when I married - we made four bales that year. That was in 

1879. His father got two bales and Hance and me got twa. I made money every 

yea:r. Yes rna t am, I have made some money in my day. When I moved fran 

louisiana to Arkansas I sold one hundred eighty acres of land and three 

hundred head of hogs. I came up here cause my chillun was here and my wife 
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wanted to came here. You know how people will stroll when they get grown. 

Lost everything I had. Bought a little tum here and they wouldn't let me 

raise but two acres of cotton the last year I farmed and I couldn't make my 

payments with that. Made me plow up same of the prettiest cotton I ever saw 

and I never got a cent for it. 

ftLady, nobody don't know how old people is treated nowdays. But I'm 

livin' and I thank the Lord. I'm so glad the Lord sent you here, lady. - I 

been once a man and twice a childo You know when you're tellin' the truth, 

you can tell it all the time. 

"Klu Klux? The Lord have mercy' In '74 and '75 saw em but never was 

bothered by a white man in my life. Never been arrested and never had a 

lawsuit in my life. I can go down here and talk to these officers any time. 

"Yes ma'am, I used to vote. Never had no trouble. I don't know what 

ticket I voted. We just voted for the man we wanted. Used to have c010red 

men on the grand jury -- half and halt -- and then got down to one and then 

knocked em all out. 

"I never done no public work in my life but when you said farm in , you 

hit me then" 

ftNotherthtng T never done. I bought two counterp1ns once in my life on 

the stallments and ain't never bought nothin' since that way. Yes ma'am, I 

got a bait of that atallment buying. That's been forty years ago. 

"T know one tbne when I was livin' in LoUisiana. we had a teacher named 

Arvin Nichols. He taught there seventeen years and one time he passed SCJne 

white ladies and tipped his hat and went on and fore sundown they had him 

arrested. Same of the white men who knew him went to court and said what had 

he done, and they cleared him right away. That was in the t80's in Marion, 

Louisiana, in Union Parish." 



Interviewer Miss Irene Robertson 
----------------------------------~~-------------------

Person interviewed Carrie Bradley Logan Bennet, Helena, Arkansas 

Age 79 plus 

"I was born not a great piece from Mobile but it was in Mississippi in 

the country. My mother b'long to Massa Tom Logan. He was a horse trader. 

He got drowned in 1863-durin' of the War, the old war. His wife was Miss 

Liza Jane. They had several children and some gone from home I just seed 

when they be on visits home. The ones at home I can recollect was Tiney, 

John, Bill, and Alex. I played wid Tiney and nursed Bill and Alex was a 

baby when Massa Tom got drowned. 

"Vie never knowed how Ma.ssa Tom got drowned. They brought him home and 

buried him. His horse come home. He had been in the water, water was froze 

on the saddle. They said it was water soaked. They thought he swum the 
t 

branch. Massa Tom drunk some. tie never did know what did happen. I 

didn't know much 'bout 'am. 

"He had· two or three families of slaves. Ma cooked, washed and ironed 

for all on the place. She went to the field in busy tines. Three 'of the 

m.en drove horses, tended to 'em. They .fed 'em alld curried and sheared 'em. 

LIn said lJassa Tom sure thought a heal) of his niggers and fine stock. They'd 

bring in three or four droves of horses and mules, care fer 'ern, take 'em 

out sell 'em. They go out and get droves, feed 'em up till they looked like 

different from what you see come there. He'd sell 'am in the early part of 

the year. lie did make money. I know he muster. My pa vias the head black-

smi th on Mas::Ja Tom's place, them other Den helped him along. 

149 



2. 150 

ttl heard rna say no better hearted man ever live than Massa Tom if you 

ketch him sober. He give his men a drink: whiskey 'round every once in 

awhile. I don't know what Miss Liza Jane could do 'bout it. She never 

done nothin' as ever I knowed. They sent apples off to the press and all of 

us drunk much cider when it come home as we could hold and had some long as 

it lasts. It turn to vinegar. I heard my pa laughing 'bout the time }~ssa 

Tom had the Blue Devils. He was p'isoned well us I understood it. It -

Imlster been on 'whiskey and something else. I never knowed it. His men had 

to take keer of 'em. He acted so much like he be crazy the~r laughed 'bout 

things he do. He got over it. 

"Old mistress-:-we all called her Miss Liza Jane--whooped us when she 

wanted to. She brush us all out wid the broam, tell us go build a play 

house 0 Children made the prettie'st kinds of play houses them days. We 

made the walls outer bark sometimes. We jus' oarked it off on the ground 

out back of the snokebouse. Ye'd ride and bring up the cows. Ue'd take the 

meal to u mill. It was the best hoecake bread can be n~de. It was water 

bJZound meal. 

"We had a plenty to eat, jus' cocmon'eatiu'. ~e had good cane molasses 

all the ttoe. The clothes was thin 'bout all time 'ceptin' when they be new 

and stubby. iie eot new clothes in the fall of the year. They last till 

next year. 

"I never seed Massa Tom whoop nobody. I seen Miss Liza Jane turn up 

the little children's dresses and whoop 'am with a little switch, and 

straws, ~~d her hand. She 'most blister you wid her bare hand. Plenty 

things we done to get whoopin's. i1e leave the bates open; we'd run the 

calves and try to ride 'em; ue'd chunk at the geese. One thing that make 
• 

her so ltlad was tor us to climb up in her fruit trees and break off a limb • .. 
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She wouldn't let us be eating the green fruit mostly 'cause it would make us 

sick. They had plenty trees. We had plenty fruit to eat when it was ripe. 

I.fassa Tom's little colored boys have big ears. He'd pull 'em every time he 

pass one of 'em. He didn't hurt 'em but it might have made their ears stick 

out. They all had big ears. He never slapped nobody as ever I heard 'bout. 

"I don't know how my parents was sold. I'm sure they was sold. Pa's 

name was Jim. Bradley (Bradly). He come from one of the Carolinas. Ma was 

brought to Uississippi from Georgia. All the name I heard fer her was Ella 

Logan. When freedom come on, I heard pa say he thought he stand a chance to 

find his folks and them to find him if he be called Bradley. He did find 

some of his brothers, and ma had seme of her folks out in Mississippi. They 

come out here hunting places to do better. They wasn't no Bradleys. I was 

little and I don't recollect their names. Seem lack one family we called 

Aunt Mandy Thornton. One was Aunt Tillie and Uncle Mack. They wasn t t 

Thorntons. I knows that. 

ItMy folks was black, black as I is. Fa was stocky, guinea man. Ma was 

heap the biggest. She was rawbony and tall. I love to see her wash. She 

could bend 'round the easier ever I seed anybody_ She could beat the clothes 

in a hurry. °She put out big washings, on the bushes and a cord they wove 

and on the fences. They had paling fence 'round the garden. 

"~~ssa Tom didn't have a big farm. He had a lot of mules and horses at 

times. They raised some cotton but mostly corn and oats. Miss Liza Jane 

left b'fore us. .~e all cried when she left. She shut up the house and give 

the women folks all the keys. Vie lived on what she left there and went on 

raising more hogs and tending to the cows. We left everything. We come to 

liernando, Mississippi. Fa farmed up there and run his blacka~1th shop on 

the side. My parents died close to Horn Lake. Mama. was the mother of ten 
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and I am the mother of eight. I got two living, one here and one in Memphis. 

I lives wid 'em and one niece in Natchez I live with some. 

"I was scared to death of the Ku Klux Klan. They coma to our house one 

night and I took my little brother and we crawled under the house and got up 

in the fireplace. It was big 'nough fer us to sit. We went to sleep. We 

crawled out next day. We seen 'em coming, run behind the house and crawled 

under there. They knocked about there a pretty good while. Re told the

folks about it. I don't know where they could er been. I forgot it been 

so long. I was 'fraider of the Ell Klux Klan den I ever been 'bout snakes. 

No snakes 'bout our house. Too many of USo 

"I tried to get scme aid whell it first come 'bout but I quit. My 

children and my niece take keer er me. I ain't wantin' fer nothin' but 

good health. I never do feel good. I done wore out. I worked in the field 

all my life. 

"A heap of dis young generation is triflin' as they can be. They don't 

half work. Some do work hard and no 'pendence to be put in same 'em. 

'Course they steal 'fo' dey work. I say soma of 'em work. T~es done got 

so fer 'head of me I never 'speck to ketch'up. I never was scared of horses. 

I sure is dese automobiles. I ain't plannin' no rides on them airplanes. 

Sure you born I ain't. Folks aintt acting lack they used to. They say so 

I got all I can get you can do dout. It didn't used to be no sich way. 

Times is heap better but heap of folks is worse 'an ever folks been before." 
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.~. Interviewer~ ____________ ~Mr~s~.~Be~r.n~i_c~e~Bo_._d_e~n ______________ _ 

Person interviewed George Benson 
Rull 'luarters, Pille m.uff, Arkansas 

Ag$ 80 Occupation Cotton Far.mer 

---- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -'- - - - -- - - - - -- - - - ~ -
"I was here in slavery- days - yes ma'm, I was here. When I came here, 

colored people didn't have their a@8S. The boss man had it. Atter surrender, 
. 

boss man told me I ought to keep up with my age, it'd be a use to me some day, 

~t I didn't do it. 

"I member the soldiers would play with me when they waan't on duty. 

That was the Yankees. 

ItI was born down here on Dr. Waters' place. Born right here ill .Arkansas 

and ain't been ou ta Arkansas since I was born. So far as I know, Dr. Waters 

was good to us. I don't know how old I was. I know I used to go to the 

- house with my mother and piddle around. 

~Y father jined the Yankees and he died 1n the &DaY. I heered the 

old people talkill', sayin t we was go in ' to be tree. You know I didn t t have -
much sense cause I was down on the river baDk and the Yankees was shootill' 

across the river and I said, 'john, you quit that shoot1n'1' So you know 

I didn't have much sense. 

"I can remember old man Curtaindall had these nigger dogs. Bad to go 

up a tree to keep em from bi tin' you. Dr. Waters would have us take the 

cotton ahd hide it in the ~p to keep the Yankees traa burnin' it but 

they'd find it same .87-



.ever went to school over two months in all my go in ' s. We al'ft)"S 

lived in a place ld.nda unbandy to go to school. :first teacher I had ... s 

named 1Ir. Bell. I think he was a northern man. 

2. 

"All my life I been farmin' - still do. Been many (1 day since I sold 

a bale a cotton my'self. Whi te man does the g1nnin t and pack in t • All I do 

is raise it. I'm tann1n' on the shares and I think if' I raise four bales I 

ought to have two bales to sell and boss man two bales, but it ain't that '\ 

way. 

"I voted ever since I got to be a man grown. That is - as long as I 

could vote. You know -- got so now they won't let you vote. I don't think 

a person is free unless he can vote, do you? 'l'he way this thing is gain t, I 

don't think the white man wants the colored maD. to have as mch as the white 

man. 

"When I could vote, I jus' voted what they told me to vote. Oh Lord, 

yes, I voted tor Garfield. I'se quatnted with hba -- I knowed his name. 

Let's see -- Powell Clayton -- was he one of the presidents' I voted for h~. 

And I voted f'or MCKinley. I think he was the last one I voted tor. 

-I been tarmin t all my lite and what have I got? Nothin'. Old age 

pension? I may be in glory time I get it and then what would become ot my 

wite'" 
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Interviewer IIrse Bernice Bowden 
------------------~------~-----------------------

Person interviewed~ ______ ~ __ ~~_Ka~t_o~Be~n_t_Q_n~ __ ~~ ________ _ 
Creed Taylor Place, Tamo Pike 

Age 78 Pine muff, Arkansas 

- - ~ - - - - ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - -

-I was born in South Carolina before the War. I ain't no baby. I 

wasn't rai sed here. No IDa. , amo 

-My daddy' 8 name was Chance .Ayers and my mammy's name was Mary Ayers. 

So I guess the white folks was named Ayers. 

-white folks was good to us. Had plenty to eat, plenty to wear, plenty 

to drink. That was water. Didn't have no whisky. Might a had some but 

they didn't give us none. 

-Oh, yes ma'am, I got plenty kin folks. Oh, yes ma'am, I wish I was 

back there but I can't get back. I been here so long I likes Arkansas now. 

~ mammy give me away after freedom and I ain't seed her since. She 

give me to a colored man and I tell you he was a devil untied. He was 80 

mean I run away to a white man' shouse. 111 t he ccme and got me and nearly 

bea t me to death. Then I run away again and I ain't seed him since. 

-I had a hard ttme comin' up in this world but I'm livin' yet, somehow 

or other. 

-r didn't work in no field much. I washed and ironed and cleaned up 

the house for the white folks. Yes ma'amt 

"No ma'am, I ain't never been married in my life. I been ba'chin'. I 

gat along so fine and nice without marryin'. I never did care anything 'bout 

that. I treat the wanen nice-speak to 'em, but just let 'em pass on 



"I never went to school in my life. Never learned to read or write. 

If I had went to school, maybe I'd know more than I know now. 

"These young folks camin' on is pretty rough. I don't have nothin' to 

do with t em--they is too rough for me. They is a heap WU88 than they was in 

my day-some of 'em. 

"I gets along pretty well. The Welfare gives me eight dollars a montho" 
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Interviewer Sap'!l S. Taylor 

Person interviewed J'ames Bertrand 
1501 Maple Street, Little Rock, Arkansas 

A8e_,.;;,68 ___ _ 

"I have heard my father tell about slavery and about the Ku nux nan 

bunch and about the paterol. bunch and things like that. I am sixty-eight 

years old now. Sixty-eigb.t years oldl That would be about five years 

af'ter the War that I was born. That would be about 18'10, wouldn't it? I 

was born in J'efferson County, Arkansas, near Pine mut~. 

"My father's name was Mack Bertrand. My mother t s name was Lucretia. 

Her name betore she married was Jackson. Jq father's owners were named 

Bert rands. I don't know the Jl8.DI8 of my mother's owners. I don't know the 

names of any of my grandparents. J(y tather' somers were tal"lllerso 

-I never saw the old plantation they used to live on. l(y father 

never told me how it looked. lht he told me he wa$ a farmer-that's all. 

He knew farming. He used to tell me that the slaves worked from sunup 

till sundown. His overseers were very good to him. They never did whip 

h~. I don't know that he was ever sold. I don't know how he met ., 

mother. 

"OUt in the field, the man had to pick three hundred pounds ot cotton. 

and the women had to pick two hundred pounds. I used to hear my mother 

talk about weaving the yarn and making the cloth and making clothes out ot 

the cloth that had been woven. They used to make everything they wore-

clothes and socks and Shoes. 

"I am the youngest chUd in the bunch and all the older ones are dead. 

My mother was the mother ot about thirteen children. 'len or more of thea 



were born in slavery. If1 mother worked practically all the time in the 

house. She was a house worker mostly. 

2. 

~ tather was bothered by the pateroles. You see they wouldn't let 

you go about it' you didn't have a pass. Father would otten get out and go 

'round to see h1s friends. The pateroles would catch him and lash him a 

Ii ttle and let him go. They never would whip him mch. My mother's 

people were good to her. She never did have any canpla1nt about them. 

"lror 8DBlsement the slaves used to dance and go to balls. Piddle and 

danceS I never heard my father speak ot any other type ot amusement. 

"1 don't remember what the old man said about freedom coming. Right 

after the War, he tarmed. He stayed right on with his master. He len 

there before I was born and moved up near Pine Bluff Where 1 was born. 

The place my father was brought up on was near P1Jl.e Blutt too. It was 

about twenty miles from. Pine Blutt. 

"I remember hearing him say that the Ku Klux Klan used to come to see 

us at night. But father was always orderly and they never had no clue 

against him. He never was whipped by the Ku nux. 

"My father never got any schooling •. He never could read or write. 

He said that they treated him pretty fair though on the ta.rms where he 

worked after freedcm. .As far as he could figure, they didn't cheat him. 

I never had any personal experience with the Xu Klux. I neTer did do anr 

sharecropping. I em a shoemaker. I learned rq trade traa rq tather. M1 

father was a shoemaker as well as a farmer. He used to tell me that he 

made shoes tor the Negroes and for the old master too in slavery 

times. 

"I have lived in Little Rock thirty years. I was born right down 

hera in Pine Blutt like I told you. This is the biggest t01lJl-

if)8 



a little bigger than Pille Blutt. I l"Wl around on the railroad a great 

deal. So atter a whUe I just come here to this town and made it my 

home." 
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Interviewer Miss Irene Robertson 
--------~~------~~---------

Person Interviewed ______ A~l~i~c~e~B~i~g~g~s~ ____ __ 

Age "Bout 70" Holly Grovel. Ark. 

- - ~ - ~ - ~ - ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
"My mother come from Kentucky and my father from Virginia. 

'j 
That where they born and I born close to Bkhalia, Mississippi. 

My father was Louis Anthony and mama name Oharlotte Anthony. 

ttGrandma and her children was sold in a lump. They wasn't 

separated. Grandpa was a waiter on the Confederate side. He 

never come back. He died in' Pennsylvania, another man come back 

reported that. He was a colored waitin' man too. Grandma been 

dead 49 years now. 

"Mama was a wash woman and a cook. 11hey liked her. I 

don't remember my father; he went off with Anthony. They lived 

close to Nashville, Termessee. He never come back. Mama lived 

at Nashville a while. The master they had at the closin' of the 
" 

war was good to grandma and mama.' It was Barnie Hardy and Old 

l~:iss, all I ever heard her called. They stayed on a while. They 

liked us. He'd run us off if he'd had any bother, 

ttThe Ku Klux never come bout Barnie Hardy's place. He told 

em at town not to bother his place. 

II I never wanted to vote. I don't knovi how. I am too old 

to try tricks new as that now. 

"Honey, I been workin' in the fi'eld all my life. I'm what 

you call a COl~try nigger. I is a widow - just me an my son in 
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family. Our home is fair. We got two hundred acres of land, 

one cow and five hogs - pigs and all. 

"The present conditions is kind of strange. With us it 

2. 1.61 

is just up-and-down-hill times. I ain't had no dealins with the 

young generationo Course my son would tell you about em, but I 

can't. He goes out a heap more an'I do. 

ttl don't get no pension. I never signed up. I gets long 

best I can." 

.. 
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Intervie.er _______________ Mr __ s~.~Ba __ rn __ i~c_e~Bo~.d_e~n~ ____________ __ 

Person interviewed Mandy Billings 
3101 W. 14th Highland Add., Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Age 84 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - ~ - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - -

-Now I was born in 1854. That was in slavery times. That wasn't 

yistiday was it? Born in Louisiana, in Sparta--that was the county seat. 

-Bill Otta was my last owner. You see, how come me sold my mother 

was my grandfather's baby chile and his owner promised not to separate 

him nary time again. It was in the time ot' the Old War. Charles 14c-

Laugblin--that was my old master--he was my father and Bill Otts, he 

bought my mother, and she was sold on that account. Old Master Charles~ 

wife wouldn't 'low her to stay. I'm tellin' it just like they told it to 

me. 

WWe stayed with Bill Otts till we was free, and after too. My grand-

father had to steal me away. My stepfather had me made over to Bill Otta. 

You know they didn't have no sheriff in them days--had a provost marshal. 

"As near aa I can come at it, Miss, I was thirteen or fourteen. I 

know I was eighteen years and four days old when I married. That was in 

t74, wasn't it? '72? Well, I knowed I was strikin' it kinda close. 

"My white folks lived in town. When they bought my mother, Miss 

Katie took me in the house. My mother died durin' of the War--yes ma'am. 

"I member when the bloodhounds used to run em and tree em up. 

"Yes'm, niggers used to run away in slavery times. Same of em was 

treated so mean they couldn tt help it. 
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"Yea me. , am, I'va seen the Kil nux. Seen em tak1n t the niggers out 

and Whip em and kick em around. I'm talkin' bout Ku nux. I know bout 

the patrollers too. Ku nux come since freedom but the patrollers was ill 

slavery times. Had to get a pass. I used to hear the niggers talkin' 

bout when the patrollers got after em and they was close to old master's 

field they'd jump over the fence and say, 'I'm at home now, don't you come 

in here.' 

"I tarmed in Louisiana atter I was married, but since I been here I 

mostly washed and ironed. 

1tWhen I worked tor the white talks, I f'ound em a cook cause I didn't 

like to be bound down s~ tight 01' a Sunday. 

"I been treated ~retty well. Look like the hardest treatment I had 

was my gJ:u.ndtather's, Jake Nabors. Look like he hated me cause I was 

white--and I couldn't help it. It he'd a done the right thing by me, he 

could at sent me to school. He had stepchillun and sent them to school, but 

he kep' me workin' and plowin'." 



Interviewer _______________ M_i_s_s __ I_re __ n_e~R~o~be~rt~s_o_n~ ____________ __ 

, , Farson interviewed~ ______ 1_an __ e~B_1_rMch~I_Br~i;n;k;]_e~y~I~Ar~k_an __ s.a_s ______ _ 

Age 74 

"I was three years old when the Yankees come through. I can t t 

recollect a thing about them. Ma told us children if we don't be quiet the 

Ku Kluck come take us clean off but I never seed none. When we be working 

She say if we don't work the grass out pretty soon the Ku Kluck be taking 

us out whooping us. So many of us she have-to scare us up to get us to do 

right. There was fifteen children, nearly all girls. Me said she had good 

white folks. She was Floy Sellers. She belong to Mistress Mary Sellers. 

She was a widow. Had four boys and a girl, I think we lived in Chester 

County, South Carolina. I am darky to the bone. Pa was black. All our 

family is black. My fo~ks_~~eto Arkansas when I was so young I jes' can. 't 

tell nothing about it. We farmed. I lived with ~ husband forty years and 

never had a child. 

"Black folks used to vote more than I believe they do now, The men 

used to feel big to vote. They voted but I don't know how. No ma'am, 

reckon I don't vote! 

"The times been changing since I was born and they going to keep chang-
o 

ing. Times is improving. That is all right. 

"I think the young generation is coming down to destruction. You 

can't believe a wo rd they speak. I think they do get married some, They 

have a colored preacher and have jes' a witness or so at home. Most 

of them marry at night, They fuss mongst theiraelves and quit sometimes. 
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I don't know much about young folks. You can't believe what they tell you. 

Same work and some don't work. Some of them will steal.~ 
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Interviewer l41ss Irene Robertson 
--------------------------~--.. -----------------

Person interviewed ________ Be __ aMtr_i_c_e~~~a_c_k~ •• B_i_s_c_o_e~ •• Ar __ k.Bn._s.Ba ______ __ 

Age 48 Occupation Store and "eating joint" 

"1 was born below the city pump here in Biscoe. My husband is a twin 

and the youngest of thirteen children. His twin brother is' li ving. They 

are fifty years old today (August 6, 1938). His mother lived back and forth 

wi th the twins. She died year before last. She was so good. She was sure 

good to me. She helped me raise my three cbildren. 1 misses her till this 

very day. Her name was Dedonia Black when she died. 

"She said master brougnt her, her father and mother and two siaters, 

Martha and Ida, from Brownsville~ Tennessee at the commencement of the old 

war to Memphis in a covered ox wagon, 8lld from there on a ship to Cavalry 

Depot at De Valls Bluff. They was all sold. Her father was sold and had to 

go to Texas. Her mother was sold and had to go back to Tennesil8e t and the 

girls all sold in Arkansas. Master Mann bougnt my mother-in-law (Dedonia). 

She was eighteen years old. i'hey sold them off on Cavalry Depot where the 

ship landed. They put her up to stand on a barrel and auctioned them ott 

at public auction. 

"Her father got with the soldiers in Texas and went to war. He 

enlisted and when the war was over he come on hunt of my mother-in-law. 

He found her married and had three children. He had some money he made in 

the war and bought forty acres of' land. It was school land (Govermnent 

land) • She raised all her thirteen children there. They brought grandma 

back out here with them. tram Tennessee. They all died and buried out here. 
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My mother-tn-law was married three timell. She had a slavery husband named 

Nathan Moseby. After he died she married A.be Ware. Then he died. She 

married ~tchell Black and he died long betore ahe died. She was ninety

two years old when she died and could outdo me till not but a tew years ago. 

Her strength lett her all at once. She lived on then a tew years. 

"She always told me Master Mann' s folks was very good to her. She said 

she never remembered getting a whooping. But then she was the best old 

thing I ever seen in my lite. She was really good. 

"One story she tole more than othera fta: Up at Des Arc country the 

Yankees come and made them give up their something-to-eat. Took and wasted 

together. Drunk up their milk and it turning, (blinky--ed. ) • She t d laugh 

at that. They kept their groceriea in holes in the ground. The Yankees 

jumped on the colored folks to make them tell Where was their provision. 

Same of them had to tell mere some of it wallo They was scared. They 

didn't tell where it all waa. 

"When they went to Des Arc and the gates was closed they had to wait 

till next day to get their provisions. They had to start early to get back 

out ot the pickets 'before they closed. It , 
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INTERVIEW wrrn: EX-SLAVES 

Name of Interviewer ______ ~Be __ u_l_ah~_Sh_e_rw __ o_o_d~H_a.g~g~ ____ __ 

Name of EX-Slave ____ Bo;.;;,.;;;s..;,t.;;.,;on-.....B1=.;;a;,;;c;,;;;kw-.-el_l;;:.-. __ Age 98 

Residence ________ 3_2~O~P~1;,;;;um~!~N_o_r_th~L_i~t~t~1~e~R~o~c~k~ ______ _ 

Story told by Boston Blackwell 

Make yourself confoble, miss. I can't see you much 'cause my eyes, 

they is dim. My voice, it kinder dim too. I knows my age, good. 

Old Miss, she told me when I got sold -' "Boss, you is 13 - borned 

Christmas. Be sure to tell your new misses and she put you dovT.n in 

her book." My borned name was Pruitt 'cause I got borned on Robert 

Pruitt's plantation in Georgia, - Franklin County, Georgia. But 

Blackwell, it my freed name. You see, miss, after my mammy got sold 

down to ,AuGusta - I ',;isht I could tell you the man what bought her, I 

ain't never seed him since, - I was sold to go to ~kansas; Jefferson 

county, Arkansas. Then was when olel Miss telled me I am 13. It was 

before the Civil ~ar I come here. The onliest auction of slaves I 

ever seed was in Memphis, coming on to Arkansas. I heerd a girl bid 

off for ~OO. She was about fifteen, I reckon. I heerd a woman - a 

breeding woman, bid off for ~1500. They always brought good money. 

I'm telling you, it was when we was coming from Atlanta. 

Do you want to hear how I runned away and jined the Yankees? You know 

Abrah~ Lincoln 'claired freedom in '63, first day of January. In 

October '63, I runned away and went to Pine Bluff to get to the Yankees. 



I was on the Blackwell plantation south of Pine Bluff in '63. They 

was building a new house; I wanted to feel some putty in my hand. 

One early morning I clim a ladder to get a little chunk and the over

seer man, he seed me. Here he come, yelling me to 6et down; he §~ine 

whip me 'cause It se a thief, he say. He call a slave boy and tell 

him cut ten willer whips; he gvdne v;ear everyone out on me. When 

he's gone to eat breakfas', I runs to my cabin and tells my sister, 

"I'se leaving this here place for good." She cry and say, "Oversesr 

man, he kill you." I says, ~He kill me anyhow." The young boy what 

cu t the whips - he na.'1led Jerry - he come a.long wif me, and we wade 

the stream for long piece. Heerd the hounds a-howling, getting ready 

for to chase after us. Then we hide in dark woods. It was cold, 

frosty weather. Two days and two nights we traveled. That boy, he 

so cold and hongry, he want to fallout by the way, but I drug him on. 

i'ihen we gets to the Yankee camp all our troubles was over. T~ie gets 

all the contraband we could eat. ',Jas they more run-aways there? Oh, 

Lerdy, yessum. Hundreds, I reckon. Yessum, the Yankees feeds all 

them refugees on contraband. They rnad.e me a driver of a team in the 

quatemasters department. I was always keerf.'ul to do everything they 

telled me. They telled me I was free when I gets to the Yankee camp, 

but I couldn't go outside much. Yessum, iffen you could get to the 

Yankee's camp you was free right now. 

That old story 'bout 40 acres and a lIlllle, it make me laugh. Yes sum, 

they sure did tell us that, but I never knowed fu'lY pusson wbich 

got it. The officers telled us \Ie would all get slave pension .• 
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That just exactly what they tell. They sure did tell rae I would get 

a passel (parcel) of ground to farm. Nothing ever hatched out of 

that, neither. 

\Ulen I got to Pine Bluff I stayed contraband. W11en the battle come, 

Captain :Manly carried me down to the battle ground and I stay there 

till fighting was over. I "HaS a soldier that de.y. No'um, I didn't 

shoot no bun nor cannon. I carried nater from the river for to put 

out the fire in the cotton bales what made the breas'works. Every 

time the 'Federates shoot, the cotton, it come on fire; so after 

the battle, they transfer De back to quartemaster for driver. Captain 

Dodridge \itlS his nE:Jlle. I served in Little Rock under Captain Haskell. 

I was swored in for during the war (Boston held up his right hand and 

repeated the words of allegiance). It was on the corner of l~in and 

lJarkharn street in Little Rock I we.s swored in. Year of '64. I was 

5 feet, 8 inches hie~. You says did I like living in the arL1Y? Yes

sum, it 17&8 purty good. Il'fen you obeyed them 'yankee officers they 

treated you purty good, but iffen you,didn't, they oure went rough on 

you. 

You says you wants to know how I live after soldiers all go away? 

-iJell, firstes thing, I work on the railroad. They 'has just beginning 

to come here. I digged pits out, going along front of where the tracks 

was to go. How much I get? I get ';;1. 00 a day. You axes me how it seem 

to earn money'? Lady, I felt like the ri C1:1eSS 1:18n in the world! I boarded 

with a ".hite fambly. Always I was a watching for my slave pension to 

begin coming. 'Fore I left the army my captain, he telled me to file. 
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My file number, it is 1,115,857. After I keeped them papers for so 

many years, white and black folks bofe telled me it ain't never com

ing - my slave pension - and I reckon the chilren tored up the papers. 

Lady, that number for me is filed in Washington. Iffen you go there, 

see can you get roy pension. 

After the railroad I went steamboating. First one was a little one) 

they call her JI'ort Smith 'cause she go frwn Little Rock to Fort 

Smith. It was funny, too, her captain was name Smith. Captain 

Eugene Smith was his name. He '18S good, but the :nate was sure rough. 

What did I do on that boat? Missy, ',ias you ever on a river boat? 

Lordy, they's plenty to do. Never is no time for rest. Load, onload, 

scrub. Just you do whatever you is told to do and do it right now, 

and you'll keep outen trouble, on a steamboat, or a railroad, or in 

the army, or Vlhe!'9ver you is. That's what I knows. 

Yessum, I reckon they was right &'1lart old musters what didn't want to 

let they slaves go after freedom. They hated to turn them loose. Just 

let them work on. Heap of them didn t t know freedom come. I used to 

hear tell how the govoint had to send soldiers away down in the far 

back country to make them turn the slaves loose. I can't tell you how 

all them free niggers \iaS living; I lias too busy looking out for myself. 

E:eaps of them went to farming. They was share croppers. 

Yessum, miss, them Ku-Kluxers ;J8S turri ble, - \ihat they done to people. 
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Oh, God, they rlaS bad. They come sneaking up and runned you outen your 

house and take everything you had. They liwas rough on the 'lowmen and chilren. 



People all wanted to stay close by where soldiers was. I sure knowad 

they was my friend. 

Lady, lemme tell you the rest about when I runned away. After peace, 

I got with my sister. She's the onliest of all my people I ever seed 

again. Sbe telled me she VitiS skeered all that day, she couldn't 

,-lOrk, she shake so bad. She heerd overseer man Getting ready to 

chase ::ie and Jerry. He sadd.le his horse, take his gun and pistol, 

bofe. He gwine kill me on sight, but Jerry, he say t~ bring him back, 

dead er alive, tied to his horse's tail • .But he didn't get us, Ra, 

rIa, Hu. Yankees 2;ot us. 

Now you ~i·ants to kno';; about this votL1t; business. I voted for 

Genral Grant. Army men come arounc and reGistered you before voting 

time. It wasn't no trouble to vote them duys; white and black all 

voted together. All you had to do was tell who you was vote for and 

they 6ive you a colored ticket. All the men ~p had different colored 

tickets. Iffen you're voting for GrHnt, you get his color. It was 

easy. Yes Maru! Gol 'er mighty. Tney ii8.S colored men in o':-:'ice, 

plenty. Colored legislaturs, and colored circuit clerks, and colored 

county clerks. 7ney sure ·,[as some big officers colored in them times. 

They \Ias all my friends. This here used to be a !Soed county, but I 

tell yeu it sure is tough now. I think it's wrong - exactly wrong 

that 'Ne can't vote noVi. The Jim Crow 1m], it put us out. The -Constitu

tion of the United States, it give us the right to vote; it made us 

citizens, it did. 



You just keeps on asking about me, lady. I aintt never been axed 

about myself in my whole life: Now you wants to know after rail

roading and steamboating what. They Vias still work the Yankee army 

wanted done. The war had been gone for long time. Allover every 

place was bodies buried. They was bringing them to Little Rock to 

put in Govraint graveyard. They sent me allover the state to help 

bring them here. Haj or Forsythe ,ias my quartemaster then. After 

that IKtS clone, they Pllt me to rwrk at St. John's hospital. The work 

I done there liked to rU.in me for life. I cleaned out the voiater 

closets. After a while r took down sick from the !"Iork - the scent, 

you know - but I keep on till I get so fOT gone I can't stay on my 

feets no more. .A misery e:;ot Ele in the chest, l'ight here, and it 

been 1;lith me all througl life; it with me now. I filed for a pension 

on this diL.11ent. I never cii d bet it. Tne Govmint neveJ' took care of 

me like it did some soldiers. They said I was not a 'listed men; that 

I ,laS a eIJ.ployed man., so I couldn't get no pension. fut I filed, like 

they told me. I telled you my numbe:;-, didn't I? 1,115,827, Boston 

Blackwell. I give roy whole tille to the Govmint for many years. White 

and black bofe always telling L18 I shoul.d have 8. pension. I stood on 

the battlefield just like other soldiers. My number is in Washington. 

:':ajor Forsythe ';Jas the one what signed it, right in his office. I seed 

him write it. 

Then "'Jlw.t did I do? You always asking me that. I was ImJ er long 

time. 'Iwhen I finally bet up I went to farming ri bht here in Pulaski 

county. Lordy, no, miSS, I didrl't buy no land. Nothing to buy with. 
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I went share cropping with a white man, Col. Baucum. You asking me 

what was the shares? Worked on halvers. I done all 'the work and fed 

myself. Notura, I wasn't illal'ried yit. I took the rheumatiz in my 

legs, and got short winded. 'rhen I '(las good for nothing but picking 

cotton. I kept on with that till my eyes, they got so dim I couldn't 

see to pick the rows clean. Heap o'times I needed medicine - heap 

o'times I needed lots of things I never could get. Iffen I could of 

had some help when I been sick, I mought not be so no account now. 

My daughter has taked keer of me ever since I not been able to work 

no more. 

I never did live in no town; always been a country nigger. I always 

worked for white folks, nearly. Never mixed up in big crowds of 

colored; stayed to myself. I never been arrested in my whole life; 

I never got jailed for nothing. What else you want to know, 1;liss? 

About these days, and the young folksl Well,' I ain't saying about 

the young folks; but they -- no, I wouldn't say. (He eyed a boy 

working. wi th a saw.) Well, I will say, they don't bel ieve in hard 

work. Iffen they can make a living easy, they will. In old days, 

I was young and didn't have nothing to worry about. These days you 

have to keep studying where you going to ~et enough to eat. 
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Interviewer~ ______________ ~ft!m~~J.~l~S~._T!Y~~l~er~ ______________ __ 

Person inteniead Hem m.ake 
Bear ot 1300 Soott stree", Little Rock, Arkal1aaa 

Age 80. or .ore Occupation hraing and Junk. when able 

-I wa. born March 16, 1865. they tell me. I was born in Arkansas r1ght 

down here on Tenth and Spring Streets in L1 ttle Rock. '!'hat was all wood. 

then. We children had to go in at D1pt. You could hear the wolves and the 

bears and th1Dga. We had to make a big tire at night to keep the wol vas and 

varmints away. 

"My tather was a skiff:l.DaJl. Be used to cross the Arkansas River in a 

teny-boat. Jq tather's nae wa. Doc m.ake. ad my mother's JlSI:. ... 

Hannah WU1i811.8 betore she marr1ed. 

"II,y tather's mother' 8 naae was &1sie someth1n'; I dODe torgot. That is 

too tar back tor u.. My mother' 8 mother was n_d aus1e-su.sie W1111_. 

"IV tather's master was Damed 1m Pat7. _father was a slavery an. 

I .... too. I uaed to dri va a horaepo-.r gin wagon in slaTer,. tt.. !bat 

was at Pastoria just this aiele ot Pine mutt __ bout three or tQlr miles this 

.1de. Paty had two placee--oDe abQlt taur 1I11es troIIl Pine m.utt and the 

other about tour mile. trc:a :lnglaud OD the rtftr. 

"Ihen I was drivin& tbat horsepower gin wagon, I ft8 about .. Yen or 

eigbt 18U. old. i'here ... n't noth1n' hard about it. lust hitch the lIll.es 

to one another' 8 tail and drt ve thelll 'round and 'rowul. 'ftlere waan' t no 

lin... lust hitch tham to one another's tail aDd tell the. to git up. 

You'd pull a lever when you wanted thea to stop. '!'he mule waan t t hard to 
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.. e ginned two or three bales ot cotton a day. We ginned all the summer. 

It would be June betore _ got that cotton all gilUl8d. Cotton brought 

thirty-tive or tony cents a pound then. 

-I was, treated nicely. ~ tather and mother were too. Others were not 

treated 80 well. Dlt you know how lfegroes is. They would slip ott and go 

out. It they caught them. he would put them in a 10. hut they had tor a 

jail. It TOU wanted to be with a woman. TOU would have to go to Tour »oss 

man and ask him and he would let you go. 

It)Iy daddy was sold tor tive hundred dollar ..... pu.t on the block, up on a 

stumpo-they called it a block. Jim Pat l' sold him. I target the Il8E ot the 

man he was sold t~atts, I think it .... 

-Atter slavery .. had to get in betore nig:t too. It you d1dn ft, I.U 

Klux woul.d drive you ill. 1'hey would come and visit you aD)'1IaY. !hey had 

something on that they could pour a lot ot water in. '!hey wouJ.d seem to be 

drinking the water and it would all be going in this thing. !hey was glttill' 

it to water the horses with, and when theT got away trail you they would stop 

and g1 ve it to the horses. 1Ihen he got you good' and scared he would dri va 

on aWQ'. !hey would whip fOU it they would catch you out 111 the night tme. 

__ daddy had a horae they couldn't catch. It would run right awQ' 

trom you. My daddy traiD8d it 80 that it would run awQ' trCID anyone who 

.oud come near it. He wouJ.d take me up on that horse and _ would sail 

away. Those Xu nux couldn't catch hiDl. They never did catch hiDl. !hey 

caught many another one and whipped him. 111 dadd;, was a pretty mean -.n. 

Be carried a gun and he had shot two or three _n. !hose ore bad 

t1lll8a. I got soared to go out wi. th hill. I hated that bu.siDea.. :.t 

directly it got over with. It got over with when a lot ot the Xu nux 

was killed up. 
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-In slave17 time the), wO&1ld raise children just like J'OU would raise 

col ts to a Ere or calves to a cow or p1p to a sow. It was just a 'bu..iDeas. 

It was a bad th1Dg. Dlt it _s better than the COUJ1t,. tara. !he,. d1dn't 

wh1p you it you worked. cu.t there at the county tarm, the,. bust 1011 open. 

They bust J'OU up t1l1 J'OU can't work. !berets a lot ot people down at tile 

state tam at CtlDlDin_that' s where the tarm. ls aiD' t 1 t-that' s raw and 

bloody. !hey wouldn't let you ccme d01ll1 there and wr1te no histo17. .0 
Lawen You bettar not t17 1t. ODe halt the world don't know how the other 

halt 11ves. I'll tall J'OU one th1D&. it those Catholica could pt control 

there would be a good t11lle all oYer this world. '!he cathollcs are pod 

tolka. 

'"!hat sang that sot aner J'OU lt you let the 8I1D go dOD 1Ih1le J'OIl _1'8 

out-that's called the Pateroles. Salle tolks call '. the IU nux. It .. s 

all the ... old poor 11111 te traah. The,. kept up that buaiDess tor about ten 

yeara attar the War. !he,. kept 1t up t111 tolka besan to ldll up a lot ot 

'em. i'hat' 8 the Ou,. thina that stopped tbaa. IV claM,. used to make hia 

om bullets. 

-It.,. torso' who it is that told us that _ •• tree. BcaebodJ OeD 

and told u8 _, re tree now. I done torsot who 1 t .... 

-Risht atter the War. Jq tather tamed a whUe and attar that he 

pulled a sk1tt. You mow 111l taW.Jl t S place. Be ataJe4 on 1 t t_nt,. 

:reara. Be "Qltd at the Perguson place about ten years. !be,.'1'8 adjoining 

places. Be stayed at the Churchill plaoe. Wldow Scott place, the Bojean 

place. 1hat'a all. Bave J'OIl been d01lD in .Arpnta to the RowIdhOl1.' 

Churchill's place runs way d01lll to then. It wasn't noth1Ds but t81'll8 

in L1ttle Rock then. !he river road _s the only one there at that 

tt.. It would take a day to ccae down trca Olear Lake with the cottono 



You would stan 'rawul about alu1pt and 70U would aet to £'pnta at nw 

o t clock the Den mom'DI. !he roads •• alW878 beet. 
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wAner treecl-. _ worked on ehare. a aUe. !hen _ rented. IheD_ 

worked OD ehares, we oouldn't make noth1Dge-jun oYeralls and .-th1Dg to 

eat. Halt went to the other JII8Il and :fOIl would destroy 7GUr halt 1t JOU 

weren't oaretul. A man that didn't know how to COWlt wOl1l.d alw.,.. 10_. Be 

misht 1088 eJ11how. They didn't gi .... no itemized atat_nt. 110. JOU ju~ had 

to take their wo~. 'l'b.ey never si T8 you no details. '!'hey juat 8&7 JOIl 0_ 

so mch. Bo matter how good account 70'1 kept, 70U had to go by their aOOOUJlt 

and now, Brother, It. tellin' )"OU the t:ra.th about this. It' a been that wq 

for a long t_. You had to take the white man's work on notes and eV8ry

th1D&e &J1;htng you wanted. you oould git it 70U were a good hand. You 

could sit anything you wanted as long aa you worked. It you didn't make DO 

money. that' a all right; they 1IOUl.d advance you .,re. Bit you better not 

leave hiB-you better not try to leave and get caught. !bay'd keep you in 

debt. !hey.ere sharp. Chri ..... CeBe, you oould take up twnt7 dollar. in 

sOIII8thin' to eat and Bleb a8 70U wanted in 1Ihi1lk87. You oould bIl7 a pllon 

of whiw7. An71;htng that kept JOU a ~ve because he _8 alwaY8 risht and 

you were always 1I1'OJLg it there wa. ditterence. It theft •• all argument, he 

would get mad and there would be a shooting take place. 

w.And )"OU know how __ Besroes 1a. Lons &8 the;, could git sm.thin'. 

they didn't care. You _. it' the wh1te man cae out behind. he would 

feed 7O'l. let 701l haTe what 70U wante4. Ba'd just keep JOU on. help J'O'l 

get on JOU" t'eet--that ia, it' 70U wre a aoo4 haJul. :&1t it' 70U wren't a 

good hand. he'd juat let 1011 have enough to keep you. alive. A soo4 hand 

could take care ot torty or tifty acres ot' land and would haye a larae ta

i17. A good band could glt clothe.t tood, _lakey. wheneyer he wanted 1t, 
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My" father had nine chUdren and took care o-r them. Bot all of thea b7 ODe 

wife. He was married tw1ce. He ftS married to one in slavery time and to 

another after the War. I was a child of the first one. I got a sister 

still living down hera in Gelloway station that is mighty n1gh ninet7 years 

old. No, she mst be a hundred. Her name is !Prances Dobb1ns. When you 

git ready to SO down there, I'll tell you how to find that place jus' like I 

told you how to fin' th1s one. Oal.lo_ay is only 'bout four miles frcm Rose 

City. 

"I been married twice 1n my life. IIy first woman, she died. i!le 

second lady t abe 1s st11l li vingo We dis801 ved friendship 1n 1913. Least

wise, I walked out and give her my hcae. I used to own a hOl18 at t_nty

first and PUlaSki. 

"I belong to the Baptist Church at Wrightsville. I used to belong to 

Arch Street. Was a deacon there tor about twelve years. ll1t they had too 

mch splitt in , and gain' on and I got out. I'll tell you more 8t'118t1Dll." 

Interviewer's Oamment 

Henry Blake's age appears in excess of eipty. His idea of seventy... 

fi va is based on what 8Cl88one told h1Jll. He 1s certain that he drove a 

"Horsepower Gin Wagon" during "slavery tu..", and that he was seven or 

eight when he drove it. 1lven if that are in '65, he would be at least 

eighty years old-seventy-thme years since the War plus seven years of his 

life. His lD8JlDer of narration would indicate that he drove earlier. 

'!'he interview was held in a dark 1"00II, and for the first time in Jq 

lif. I took notes without seeing the paper on which I was writing. 



In t ervi e~:,ler ____ rv. .... ra_r-=y-......;;D.;.....;... • ...,;;H;;;;;._u_d_'€Ioo.:.'l ... · n....;;.s _______ _ 

Person Interviev\,;ed Miss Adeline Blakeley Age 87 

EO!:le 101 Hock street, Fa) etteville, i~.rt&nsa8. 

---------------------------------------------------

rfllere is no hint of elision in the s~e6ch 

of .&'ldeline Blakeley, scarcely a trace of vernacular • 

.All of her life her associations have been with 

white ~~er8ons. She occupies a position, rare in 

,ost-slavery d&ys, of necro servant, c!)r!fid3.nt 

and friend. j.fter the deeth of L:rs. Eudgins, 

family intiu!ates, v.iives of ,l:yslcians, bankers t 

Vii ves and other Fayettev:ille dowagers continued 

.p eriodically to come to see Adeline. They oame 

not in the syiri t of Lady f3ou~ltifuls condesoending 

to a hireling, but because they wanted to chat 

VJi th an old time friend. 

Interviewer's note. 
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2 Adeline Blakeley -i' D pud';""'s ~..:... • ...... t..:.~..J,.,. J.~ 

As told by: 

Adeline Blakeley 

"Honey, look in tl-:e ci ble to get the dc.te v;ten 

I vw;; born. ,e V:e. 1.1t tor Gve it just r5.€l1t. Yes. here's 

the place, re~d it to me. July 10. 1850? Yes, I 

remember now, tllc:t' s v;Lat -::;r.1.ey've £(lvie.:,-8 tola. me. I 

wanted to oe ;:;'_lre, thOUJ1. I was born in Z;ickmo.n 

count y , ... ·eLn. and v~a.,:, a "CtO'_~ t a ~7e:::.r '"Len -L,Ley brouGht me 

to ~k9.ns6.;:o l,'y metter a::lcl Ler :;eople h8.Q beeE bought 

by =~r. John P. I'arks \\ben tiley V:eTe j'~~st children---

J0hn and Leam1a a~d :arthn. I we.s tL G first It t·.;le nIDtrO 

in -c"~e P&r~\:s kitchen. F::'o.!1l the first they [0.a6.e 3. pet 

out of meo I was little li~e a doll'Bne they tre~ted hle 

Ii 1(e a pleytlling-----spoiled I;le----rotten. 

v'hat is n01>v :?rarie Grove, but \'JL.at do ~TOU -~hink It ';·ID';:) 

calTed t~_en-----110t; Eye. Late:r on they Gamed it 

2:.illiEssley for a . 'an viho settled tl!ere. ',:e \'~ere tV'iO miles 

Oll, ~_oney, .. :J.Jl~O st ev G:::~r CO~:.li.;:uni t y 112 ci a '·:iiI'e ROC.d'. 



3 Adeline ~lakeley M.D. HUdgins. 

It 'Was the custom to give a girl a slave \~lhen she 
was married. When Miss Parks became Mrs. Blakeley she 

moved to Fayetteville and ohose me to take with her. She 

said since I Was only 5 she oould raise me as she wanted 

me to be. But I must have been a lot at trouble and 

after she had her· baby she had to send me back to her 

father to grow up a little. For you might say she had 

two baLies to tekeoare of since I was too little to take 

care of hers. They sent a woman in my plaoe. 

Honey t when I got back. I was awf'ull r had been 

with the negroes down in the oountry and said thitt and 

thain'tt and words like that. Of course all the children 

in the house took it up from me. Mrs. Blakeley had to 

teach me to talk right. Your Aunt Nora was born 'while I 

was away. I ~ae too little to t~ full cherge of her, 

but I could sit in a ohair, and hold her on my lap. 

Mrs. Blakeley taught her ohildren at home. Her 

teaching was almost all they had before they entered the 

University. When I was little I wanted to learn, learn 

all I could, but there was a law against teaching a slave 

to read and Brite. One wOllian----she was from the North 

did it anyway. But when folks can read and write its going 

to be found out. It was made pretty hard for that wo~ 



4 Adeline Blakeley Mary D. Hudgins 

Atter the war they tried to get me to learn, but I tossed 

my head and wouldn't let them teach me. I was about 15 

and thought I was grown and vJOuldn' t need to know any more. 

Mary, it sounds funny, but if I had a million dollars I 

would give it gladly to be able to read and write letters 

to my friends. 

I remember well when the war started. Mr • Blakeley, 

he was a cabin'et maker and not very well, was not considered 

strong enough to go. But if the war hao. kept up much I 

longer they viould have called him. Mr. parks didn't 

believe in seceding. He held out as long as it was safe 

to do so. If you didn't 'go with the popular side they 

called you 'abolitionist' or I:laybe ' SUbmissionist t • But' 
/ 

when Arkansas' did go over he was loyal. He had two sons, 

and a son-in-law in the Qonfederate army. One fought 

at 'Richmond and one was killed at Ge{YSburg. 
" --The Ii ttle Blak~ley boy had always liked to play 

with the American flag. Hetd march with it and carry it 

out on the porch and hang it up. But after the trouble 

began to brew his mother told him he would have to stay 

in the house when he played with the flag. Even then 

somebody saw him and soolded h~ and said 'Either burn it 



5 Adeline Blakeley tI.D. HudeJns 

or wesh it. t The child thought they meant it and he ·criea. 

to wesh it. Dyes TIeren't so good in those dbYs and it ran 

terriblyo It Vias tlJe avdul8st tllint you. evel' sa'l~. 

Fayetteville suffel'ed all thru the wsr. You s.ee we:; 

we:!:'e not very far from. the ciividing line and· both armies v;ere 

about here a lot. The Fe' ere,ls were in ch&rge me st af the 

tirr..e. They he d 8. Pc st here, set Ul) bre 8.E't vvorks and 

fortified tl18 square. '1'he court houE'e was i:J. tte Lliddle of 

it then. It ~as f~n~y th~t there wasn't more reel 

fig.."l1ting 8bol!.t he. e. i.2here: V~9re several battles but they 

VJere more like sJ:(irmishes----just a fe'.i men killed each 

time. ':;.'hey vvere terri·ble just t~~e S3.me. .At first tl:ey 

buried the Union soldier s where tLe confederE.. te ·.emetery 

is now. The Joutherners Viera placed. just any'where. Lat"3r 

on tl-:ey moved the r;orthern caskets over to v~here the 

Fede::.'al Cemetery is nOVJ and tl!.ey t00k up the .southern men 

~/vhen t~:ey 1-."21C wllere to find then: 3ud placed them over on 

tl.!.e lJill ·where they are today. 

Jnce an officer cerne i:J.to f),.;r home a~ld liked a t.able 

. t k· + Gone 00. 1 .... :~s. Blakeley followed his horse as 

far E~ 8he could pleeding with hin to [iva it beck because 

her husband had IDE: de it. :';:llJ.e ne!i:t day a neighbor returned it. 

Fe L.nd fou.r..d it 5.n the road 3nd recognized it. The l::.o.n who 

stole it hEd been killed e~d dropped it as he fell. 
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6 Adeline Blakeley .~ I' D T- d" ... \~ • • l.!. U il ns 

• 
l 

cTust before the Battle of Prarie Grove the Fe().eral 
A 

Gen ce.me tLru. $01:1e officers stopped f:nd '.,8l"ted us to cook 

for them. Paid us vJell, too. One L_en to:.,k Ii t·t.le Hora on 1"d.s 

lap ClEO. almost cried. He sa:.i.cl ~he remil~ded hirrl of l;is ovm 

li t tIe cirl he' d. IJl}iY~· e 118Ver see 8.ge in. l=e :;e.ve '. er a cute 

li.ttle 'vory handled pen Lnife. He asked Lrs. Blakeley if 

:~e couldn't leave hisl)istols \':i tb her ur:til ~':e cs.me be.ck tllru 

F3yetteville. She told h':"m =.t ':iBS askirs too much, w!~et "\'iOuJ.d 

i~appen to her aeo. :' er f 3.ffiily if they fou:::1d tho se "J8alJonS in 

i.1e:r possession? But lle ars~ed tl1fit it V;8S only for a few days. 

-'re hl'd +"hem under a t"b l'i') +ne b8se~··ont Dnd ,,-"J.. er ···al· .... irr. a \.)-~ - ~~1 ... _ c '-"- __ U _ t... • .• ~ ..... ell L \, L_. -'.':'0 

~rec."<1 .. S[, e ~l:..e.ffi to her brother lihen he came thrllU€;:h. The Ya:r,J::.::;es 
t 

~:let. tLe 30utherners at :-Frarie~~-rove. The shots sou-Jed jl.st like 
1\ 

~QPccrn from ~ere in Fayetteville. ~Ve c:.l Vi 6. Y E 

~ot killed there. 

The scldiers caIUIJed all arOUi.1U everyv;here. L,Jt s 

of them I'vers in tents ano. SOlf1e of the officers W6re in }'lOuses. 

Larracks. for ·;~l1.e men of uprie,ht logs. s· e tl-:.et build.:ng across 
IL-'" 

-c.l-ie street. It's been lots of tfLLngs, a l.':'very stal.2.e, Ve\~:1ary 

':J:-..:.rn, ap8rtwent house. 5ut it ',IEts 'Jile cf~he oldest ov.':' o.':'ngs in 

.11' lcansc,s. I'I- ey t ve i-;:-e.?t on r8i"0deline it. The Yankees n:aG.e a 
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commissary out of' it. Later on they moved the food up on 

the squ@l'e and ~ed it for a hospital. I can remember 

lots of times seeing the feet of dead men sticking out 

of the \lJindows. 

Your Aunt Nora's mother saved that build~ng 

from being burned. How did it happen ? Well you see 

both sides were firing buildings----the Oonfederates 

to keep the Yankees from getting them, and the other 

way about. But the Southerners did most of the 

burning. M:rs. Blakeley's 1i tt Ie boy was si ok with fever. 

She and a friend went up, because they feared burnlngs~ 

They sat there almost all night. Parties of men iNould corne 

along an d they i'lould :glead with them. One sat in one doorway 

and the other in the building next. :Mrs. Blakely v~as 
/ 

a Southerner. the "ot,her woman a No'rtherner. Between them 

they kept the buildings from being burned~ saved their 

own homes thereby and possibly the lite of the little 

sick boy. 

It was like that in Fayetteville. There were so 

many folks on both sides and they lived so close ~~ether 

that they got to know one another and were friends. Things 

like this would happen. One day a Northern officer came 

over to our house to talk to his wife who was visiting. 

He said he would be away all day.' He was to go doWn to 
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8 M.D. Hudgins 

Prarie Grove to get .Old Man Parks, dead or alive'. 

Not until he was on his ·way did somebody tell him that he 

v~as talking about the father of his wife's hostess. Next 
-

day he came over to apologize. Said he never would have 

made such a cruel remark if he had known. But he didn't 

find his man. A.s the officers VJent in the front door, 

Mr. parks went out of the back end the warren surrounded 

him until he got av;ay. 

There was another time when the North and South 

took refuge together. During the war' even the little 

children were te.ught to listen for bugle calls and know 

what they In .. ,ant. :'7e had to know----ar...d l'1.'JW to act wben 

we heard them. One day, I rememb,r we were to have peas 

for dinner, Vii th ham hock and corn bread. I was hungry 

that day and everything smelled so good. But just as the 

peas were pert of them out of the pot and in a dish on the 

table the signal came 'To Arms'. Cannon follcwed almost 

immediately. We all ran for the cellar, leaving the food 

as it was. 

The cellar 'was dug out only a little way down. It 

had been raining and snOWing all day---melted as It fell. 

It was about noon and the seep water had fillp.d a pool 
in the middle of the cellar. They placed e. tub in the water 
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9 Adeline Blakeley M.D. Hudc:.ins 

and it floated lil{e a Ii ttle boat. They put Nora and a Ii ttle 

c:'r1 who we s visi ting. her~ and lae in it. The grown folkc clung 

to the damp sides of the cell[,r floor and well. As.fter the 

worst bombing was over we hesrd so~eone upstairs in the house 

cE,lling. It was the \'iife r:;f a ~:orthern (;ff1cer. He had 

e;:)~ten &way sO fest be hsd forgotten lois pis~ols. She hed 

~ried to fcll')v' him, but t.te ~hots :tad fr1t..:hteneo. her. ·'.fe 

celled to her to cO:.1le to tt~e baserr~ent. She came, but in trying 

to climb up the slick sides she sliCe down and al:nost into 

our tub. ete looked so i'u~:r:y 'fJ i th her big fs t legs ths t I 

: .. ~rs. Elakeley slapped me---- it vvas or .. e of the fev. 

times she struck me. I was [:1 ad ste did J f or I would have 

2.altgted OL.:.t • .A;.d it d2.dn't do ta laugh at i:ortherners. 

It wes night ~e 'ore the fie;hting was ave:::,. An old 

man v~ho Vias in the b3f?e~nent v.Ith us went upstairs because 

he heb °d someone [roan. sure encugh 8 viounded 1":",,8n hod drB gged 

hi:lself t::) our door. E€. laid ,the ;;18n, Gilr::ost faLnting dovvn 

b8for~ t e firepla~e. It was all ~e c~uld do. ~he man died. 

','hen v;e fj.nally C8.IT'e up ther'7.: v';8sn't a pea, nor 0 ~it of 

l:am, not a crum of corntre:,d. Flog.ters ~:cd clee,nec:;. the pot 

un til it 8t 0 n e • 

~~ hsd a terrible tiES Lettin[ alent during those yesrs. 

I don't believe we c,)l1ld lS'.e dC::1€' it exceDt f"or tte i!orthern 

soldiers. You ni[ht s~y tbe Confederacy ~8S ~ept up b: private 

subscription, but the ,nkeec had the whole Federf.l government 
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back of them. They had good rations which were issued 

uncooked. They could get them prepared anywhere they 

liked. We were 2~,oo(1 cooks SO that is the way v.je got our 

food-----preparing it for soldit't's and eating it with 

them. They had quite a ve,r~ety and a lot of everythi-ng. 

They 'Were given baaon and coffee and sugar and flour and 

beans and sorething they called tmixed vegetables-. Those 

beans 'were little and sweet---not like tli e big ones we 

have'today. The mixed vegetables were liked by lots of 

folks---I didntt care for them. Ever~~hing was ground 

up together and tten dried~ You had to soak it like 

dried pess before c00king • 

.Atter the war they carne to Ihrs. Blal::eley, the 

soldiers did and aocused her of keeping me agains t my 
) ~ 

will. I told them t at I stayed because I wanted to, the 

Blakeleys were my people. They .le t me alone, the \~hi tes did, 

but' the negroes didn't like it. They tried to fight me and 

called me names. There was a well near the square from which 

everybody got water. Bet~een it and our house was a ~egro 

cabin. The little negroes would rock me. I stood it as 

long as I could. Then I told Mrs. Blakeley. She said to 

get some, rocks in m~Ucket and it they rocked me to heave 

back. I was a good shot end they ran. Their mother aame to 

M;rs. Bkalceley to oo-:;pile.1n. but she told her J after bearing 

her thru that I had stood all I could and the only reason I 
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.hadn't been seriously hurt was because her children weren't 

good shots. They never bothered me aga1n~ 

It was hard after the war. The Federals stayed on 

for a lorig time. Fences were down. houses were burned, stock 

was gone. but we got along somehow. When Nora Blakeley was 

14 a lady was teaching a subscription sohool in the hall 

across the street----the same hall Mrs. Blakely had saved 

from burning. She wanted Nora to teach for her. so, child 

that she was~she went over and ,pretty soon she was teaching 

up to the fourth grade. I went over every morning and bt.il t 

a fire for her before she arrived. 

That tall she went over to the Universit7. but the 

next year she had to stay out to earn moneJ'. She wanted to' 

finish so badly that we deoided to take boarders. They would 

oome to us trom way over on the oampus. There were always :lots 
/ 

more who wanted to stay than we could take. We bought silver 

and dishes just as we could ~ay for them. and we added to the 

house in the summer time. I used to cook their breakfasts 

and dinners and pack baskets of lunch for them to takeover 

to the Campus. We had lots of interesting people with us. 

One was Jeff Davi8----later he was governor and then 

senator. He and. a Creek Indian boy named S~ Rice were 

great friends. There were lots of Indians in sohool aG th.e. 

University then. They didn't have sO many Ind~ schools 

and tribes \"Jould make up money and send a brlght boy here. 

·1.90 
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Ten years after she graduated from the university 

Nora married Harvey M. Hudgins. They moved to Hot springs 

and finally r~n a hotel. It burned the night of Washington's 

birthday in l891S. It was terrible, we saved nothi',g but the 

night clothes we were in. Next morniEg it was worse for 

we saw small pox flags allover town. Our friends came to 

our rescue and gave us clothes and we went with friends out 

into the country to escape the epidemic. There were tr~ee or 

four families in one little house. It was crowded, but 

we were .all friends so it was ni ce after all. 

About ten years before 1'ir.· Hudgins had buiat a 

building in Fayetteville. They used the second floor for 

an Opera House. When we came back here after the fire we 

took i t ~ver to. run. lYtr. Hudgins had that and all the 

billboards in town. }Ie sawall the shows. Several years 

later the tv~ins, Helen and Wade were born. I always went 

to see the shows and took th~ with me. Folks watched 

them more than the shows. I kept them neat and clean and 

they were sO cute. 

We saw the circuses too. I remember once Barnum and 

Bailey were coming to Fort SIni th. We were going down. I didn tt 

tell anybody, but I put $45 in IIrt purse. I made money then. 

Mr. Hudgins got me a cow and I sold milk and butte'"1 and kept 

all I made. Why the first evening dress Helen had and the 

first long pants BUd ( Wade) had I bought. Vlell, we VJere 
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going down to Fort smith, but Bud got sick and we couldntt go. 

You know,- Mary, it seemed so queer. When Helen and I went to 

California, we all saw the same oircus together. Ye., I've 

been to California with her twice. ~fuenever the train would 

stop she would oome from the pullman to the coach weere the 

colored persons had to ride to see about me. We went ou~ 

to visit sister ( Bess Hudgins Clayton) and Bud. W~ile we 

were there, Barnum and Bailey came to Los Angeles. It seemed 

so funny. There w, were---away out in California---all the 

children grown up and off to themselves. There we were---all 

of us----seeing the show we had planned to see way back in 

Arkansas, years and years before. 

You know, Honey, that doll Ann has---she got it for 

her seventh birthday ( Ilisabeth .Ann Wiggans---daughter of 

Belen Hudgins Wiggans). It was restrung for her, and was 
// 

once before for he-r mother. But it's the same doll Baby DeBJ1 

( Dean BUdgins ) carried out of.that fire in Eot Springs in 

1895. Everybody loves Ann. She makes t e fifth generation 

I've cared for. When Helen i~ going out she brings .Ann down 

here or I go up there. It's usually down here tho. Because 

since we turned the old. home into apartments I t.ake care of 

them, and it's best for me to be here most of the time. 

All tr:e people in the apartments are mighty nice to 

me. Often for days at a time they bring me sO muoh to eat that 

I don't have to oook for myself. A boy going to the University 

has a room here and tends to the furnace. H~ts a nioe boy. 

I like him. 
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11y life's been a full one, Honey, :::nd an interest ir.g 

oneo I can't re~lly say v,hich :'Sirt of it i~ test. I can't 

~ecide ~h$ther it's a better ~orld now or then. I've hod 

l8ts of heT.'d r,Qrk, er.d lots of friends, lots cf fun a';'ld I've 

go~e lots of places. Life ~s interesting. 
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Intervie1l8r IUss Irene Robertson 
'--------------~--~----------~-------------

Person interviewed~_Vi:.;:e_ra;.::...;B:;,;o:;,i7~Bo~bo~~(~1I_1_1 a::.;t_t~o •• ~A=l=m=o_s_t...:"_h-=l:.:.tMe"",) _ 
Holly Grove t Arkansas 

A8e 62 

- - - ~ - - ~ - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ItJq' parents came :from. Macon, Georgia. My mother was Margaret 

Cobb. Her people were owned by the Cobbs. They reared her. She 

was a house girl and a seamstress. She sewed for both white and 

black. She was light color. 

~y father was st. Roy Holmes. He was a C.M.E. preacher in 

Georgia and later in Arkansas. He cam on the train to Forrest 

City, 1885. He crossed the Mississippi River on a ferry boat. 

Later he preached at Wynne. He was light color. 

"1 never heard thElll say very much about slavery. This was 

their own home. 

"My husband's father was th e son of Ii white man also -

Randall Babo. He used to visit us from Babo, Ilississippi. The 

Babos owned that town and were considered rich people. My 

husband was sane darker and was born at Indian Bay, Arkansas. 

He was William Babo. I never knew him till two months betore 

I married him. We had a home wedding and a wedding supper in 

this house." 

(This may be continued) 
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Interviewer, ________________ M1~s;s~I~re~D_e~R~o~b~ert~s~Q~a ______________ __ 

Person interviewed~ __ .;:L1=dd.:::1::::e~Boe~;;;cb;;u::::.::;Itt.-l.(=;:;-=ic:;.;o::Dd=-.=1n=t_e~rv;;.;.::1_e_w.l.) ___ _ 
)(adison, Arkansas 

Age '13 

- - -- - ~ - -- - - - ~ - ~ - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - --
-I was born in lIest Point, II1ss1ss1pp1. Jq own dear mother's 01lJler was 

Pool. His wite was Kiatress Patty Pool. Old man Pool raised our set. He 

was an old soldier. I th1Dlt. Be was old when I CC1118 to know hm. 

"IQ' om papa's pa was Sa1 the Atter he come back :frca the Oi Til War he 

took back his Sa1 th ll8ID8. He changed 1 t back treD Pool to Sa1 the 

-I was a small child when J1J.7 01111 dear mother died. IV stepnother had 

saue children of her 01111. 80 papa hired me out by the year to nurse tor 1If1' 

board and clothes. Jly stepnother didn't oare tor _ right. 1Ihite tolk. 

raised _. 

-I married when I was tifteen years old to a man twent7 years old or 

1Il0re. White tollcs was good to _ but I didn't have no sanae. I let' '-. I 

married too YO'lng. I lived wid him little over twelve years, and I had twelve 

children by h1a. Then I mani ad a preacher. .e had two more children. Jq 

first husband was trifling. I ploughed, hoed, split wood to raise BT babi ••• 

"Jq' daughter O<D8 :frClll Louiz1ana to stay with .. last Winter when I was 

sick. I got eight dollars, no. I gets six dollars trClll the .e!tare. IIJ 

daughter here now. 

-I went to one white teaoher a tew daya-ll1S8 Perkina. I never got to go 

enough to learn. I took up reading end wr1 t1l1g trClll my children. I wi te 

mighty poor I tell you. 



-I used to be a midwite and got ten dollar. a case. They won't P81' 

ott now. I do a little ot that work. but I don't get nothing tor it. 'l'he,. 

have a doctor or won't par. 

"Jq husband liaS a good DI8J1. He was a preacher. I'm a Baptist. 

2. 196 

-I don't know what to thiDk about young tolks. Every tellar is tor hi. 

01lll selt. 1'1me. is hard with old tolks. I had a stroke they said. This new 

generation ain't got no strength. I think it i. because they set around 80 

much. 1Ibat would a heap ot them do? .l long day' a work in the field would 

kill S<1118 ot them. It would: ao. tolks don't work 'nough to be health,-. I 

don't know, but though, I really believea education and autClllOb1le. is the 

whole cause.-
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Interviewer __________________ M.i.s.s __ I.r.e._.n_8_R_o.be __ rt __ s.o_n ________________ _ 

Person in terview8d:..-._..;;Ma;;;;:;;ligg;a;;c1;,;;;,e....;a,;{ft;;,;;;;;1D;;;;n;,w;1..:.>.....;;;,Bo.;,;n;;.;;,d;;ol ....... Ma=d_i.so.;;.;n;;.;;.2i1.,.,.;;Ar~k;,;.;an--.sa.-.s ____ _ 

Age Well up in 80's 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

"~I was born at Magnolia, North Carolina. Lou Nash named me Ma.~ie 

,!t3I;1'Y:'11:istress. That was her name. They had a rabbit they called Bunny. 

It:. d1',d. They started calling me Bunny. Our old mistress was a Mallory 

from Virginia. She was the old head of all these at Forrest City. (A big 

family of people are descendfi-~ta at Forrest City.) 

School lhr1ng the War 

~s. Eddy Williams said to my mother, 'Let her go to school and play 

with the childr8n.' I was young. I don't know how old I was. I was 

washed, my hair combed, and clean dresses put on me. I went to school 

four or five days. I set by different ones. They used slates. It was a 

log schoolhouse. It had a platform the teacher sat on. They preached in 

it on Sunday. Where Mt. Vernon Cemetery now stands. The teacher was Mrs. 

r~cCallis. She rode horseback from out of the bottoms# The families of 

children that cane there were: ~mllorys, Izards, Nashs, Dawsons, Kittrells, 

and Pruitts. 

"There was a big oak tree in front. The boys played on one side, the 

girls on the other. Cake and pie was a fortune then. If the children had 

any they would give me part of it. Times was so hard then people had plain 

victuals every day at school. 

"The children tried to learn ~ at recess under the tree. They used Mc

Guffey's and E[ue Back books. One day I said out loud, 'I want to go home.' 



The ohildren all laughed. One day I went to sleep and the teacher sent me 

out doors to play. Mrs. McCallis said, 'Bunny, you mustn't talk out loud 

in school. t I was nodding one day. The teacher woke me up. She wrapped 

her long switch across the table. She sent me to play. The house set up on 

high blocks. I got under it and found some doodle holes. Mrs. McCallis 

come to the door and said, 'Bunny, don't call so loud. You must keep 

quiet.' I would say: 'Doodle, doodle, your house on fire. Come ~t same 

bread and butter.' They would came up. 

dAtter the War I had a White lady teacher rrom the North. I went a 

little bit to colored school but I didntt care about books. I learned to 

sew for my dolls. The children would give me a doll all along. 

"The happiest year of my whole life was the first year of my married 

life. I hardly had a change of clothes. I had lots of friends. I went to 

the field with Scott. I pressed cotton with two horses, one going around 

and the other coming. Scott could go upstairs in the gin and look over at 

us. We had two young cows. They had to be three years old then before they 

were any service. I fed hogs. I couldn't cook but I learned. I had been a 

house gir.l and nurse. 

"I was nursing for Mrs. Pierce at Goodwin. I wanted to go home. She 

didn't want me to leave. I wouldn't tell her why. She said, 'I speok you 

going to get married.' She gave me a nice white silk dress. Mrs. Drennand 

made it. MY owner, Miss Leila Nash, lend me one of her chemisette, a corset 

cover, and a dress had ruffles around the bottom. It was wide. She never 

married. I borrowed my veil fran a colored woman that had used it. Mr. 

Rollwa~ (dead now but was a lawyer at Forrest City) gave Scott a tie and 

white vest and lend him his watch and chain to be married in. They was friend •• 
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Miss Leila made my oake. She wanted my gold band ring to go in it. I 

wouldn't let her have it for that. Not my ring! She put a dime in it. 

Miss Maggie Barrow and Mrs. Maggie Hatoher made two baskets full of maple 

biscuits for my wedding. They was the best cake. Made in big layers and 

cut and iced. Two laundry baskets full to the brim." 

She showed us a white cedar three-gallon ohurn, brass hoops hold the 

staves in place, fifty-seven years old and a castor with seven cruits 

patented December 27, 1859. It was a silver castor and was fixed to ring 

for the meal. 

She showed us the place under a oedar tree where there are four 

unmarked graves--Mr. and Mrs. McMurray and their son and daughter and one 

nieoe. The graves are being ploughed over now. 

WMrs. MUrray's son gave her five hundred dollars. She hid it. Atter 

she died no one knew where to tind it." 

Scott Bond bought the place. Bunny was fixing the hearth (she showed 

us the very spot) brick and tound a briok. Dora threw it out. The can 

could never be found and soon Dora went home near Chattanooga, Terulessee. 

Dora was a Negro servant in the Bond h.ome. It seems the money was in the 

old can that Bunny found but thought it was just a prop for the brick. 

Maggie (Bunny) Bond has given two of her white friends coftins, One 

was to a man and two years ago one was to a woman, Mrs. Evans' daughter. 

She wanted to do something, the nicest thing she could do for them, for they 

had been good to her. People who raised them and had owned them. They 

gratefully accepted her present. In her life she has given beautiful and 

expensive wedding presents to her white friends who raised her and owned 

her. She told us about giving one and someone else said she gave two. 

Thea Bond's wife said this about the second one. 



4. 

The Yankees passed along in front of the Scott Bond hame fram Hunter, 

Arkansas to Madison, Arkansas. It was an old military road. The Yankees 

burnt up Mt. Vernon, Arkansas. Madison was a big town but it overflowed so 

bad. There were pretty hames at Madison. Levies were not known, so the 

courthouse was moved to Forrest City. Yankees camped at Madison. A lot of 

them died there. A cemetery was made in sight of the Scott Bond yard. The 

markings were white and black letters wId the pailings were white with black 

pointed tips. They were moved to the north. Madison grew to be large 

because it was on a river. 

Inter"viewer's Comment 

Maggie (Bunny) Bond is eight-ninth white. 
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Interviewer ______________ ~Th~oma:=~8~E=]=m;o;re~~Lu~oy~ __________ __ 

Person 1nterviewed~ ________ ~~0ar~~o~l~1n~e~Bo~n~d~s-------------
Russellville, Arkansas 

Age '10 

~ - - - ~ - ~ - -- - ~ ~ ~ - - - ~ - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ - - - - - -
"What's all dis info'mation you askin' about go in , to be 

tor? Wtil it help us along any or make t 1mes any better? All 

right. then. My name's Caroline Bonds. I don't know jist 

exactly when I was born t but I think it was on de twentieth of 

March about-abou't-yes. in 1866, in Anderson County, North 

Carolina. 

·So you was a 'Tarheel' too? Bless my soul! 

-My old master was named Hubbard, and dat was my name at 

first. MY parents belonged to Marse Hubbard and worked on his 

big plantation till dey was freed. 

-I was too little to remember much about what happened 

atter de War. My tolks moved to Arkansas County, in Arkansas, 

soon after de War and lived down dare a long time. 

-I joined de Missionary Baptis' Church when I was t1t-

teen and has belonged to it ever' since. 

~o sir, I never got in de habit at votin' and never did 

vote, never thought it was necessary.-
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1nterviewer __________________ Bamu ___ e~l __ S_. __ Ta_y~i_o.r ________________ __ 

Person interviewed BeT. lfrank T. Boone 
1410 W. Seventeenth Street, ~ttle Rock, Arkansas 

Age 80 

- ~ - -- - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

"I was born in Nansamond County, Virginia on my father's place near 

the center of the County. I was born tree. We were members of the 

colonies. You know there were what is known as Free Colonies. They were 

Negroes that had always been free. The first landing of the Negroes in 

America, they claimed, formed a colony. The Negro men who came over, it is 

said, could buy their freedom and a number of them did. 

"But I didn't become tree that way. My ancestors were a white man and 

an Indian woman. He was my great-grandfather. None of my tamily have been 

slaves as far back as I know. 

~ere was one set of white people in Virginia called Quakers. Their 

rule was to free all slaves at the age of twenty-one. So we got same free 

Negroes under that rule. My mother who was a Negro woman was freed under . . 
this rule. My father was always free. 

"My grandmother on my father's side owned slaves. The law was that 

colored people could own slaves but they were not allowed to buy them. I 

don't know how many slaves my grandmother owned. I didn't know they were 

slaves until the War was over. I saw the colored people living in the 

little houses on the place but I didn't know they was slaves. 

"One morning my grandmother went down to the quarters and when she came 

back she said to my aunt, 'Well, the slaves lett last night.' And that was 

the first I knew ot their being slaves. 
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"My father's nama was Frank Boone. I was named for him. My mother's 

name was Phoebe Chalk. I don't know who her mother and father were. She 

said that her mother died when she was a child. She was raised by ~aker 

people. I presume that her mother belonged to these Quaker people. 

"On our place no grown person was ever whipped. They was just like one 

family. They called grandmother's house the big house. They farmed. They 

didn't raise cotton though. They raised corn, peas, wheat, potatoes~ and 

all things for the table. Hogs, cows, and all such like was raised. I 

never saw a pound of' meat or a peck of flour or a bucket of lard or any

thing like that bought. We rendered our,own lard, pickled our own fish, 

smoked our own meat and cured it, ground our own sausage, ground our own 

flour and meal fram our own wheat and corn we raised on our place, spun and 

wove our own cloth. The first suit of clothes I ever wore, my mother spun 

the cotton and wool, wove the cloth and made the clothes. It was a mixed 

8teel gray suit. She dyed the thread so as to @at the pattern. One loam 

carried the black thread througn and the other carried the white thread to 

weave the cloth into the mixed pattern. 

"I don't know how large our place was. Maybe it was about a hundred 

acres. Everyone that married out of the family had a home. They called 

it a free Negro colony. Nothing but Negroes in it. 

~y father volunteered and went to the army in 1862. He served with~ 

the Yankees. You know Negroes didn't fight in the Confederate ar.mies. 

They was in the armies, but they were servants. My father enrolled as a 

soldier. I think it was in Company F. I don't know the regiment or the 

division. He was a sergeant last time I saw him. I remember that well. I 

remember the stripes on his arm. He was mustered out in Galveston, Tens, 

in 1865. 
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"The house I was born in was a log house, sealed inside. The cracks 

were chinked with dirt and mud, and it was weather boarded on the outside. 

You couldn't tell it was a log house. It had two rooms. In them times you 

didntt cook in the house you lived in. You had a kitchen built off fram 

the house you lived in just like you have servant quarters now. You went 

across the yard to do your cooking. The smokehouse was off by itself. Milk 

was off by itself too. The dairy house was where you kept the flour and 

sugar and preserves and fruit and pickles and all those kind-of things. No 

food was kept in the house. The milk house had shelves all up in it and 

when you milked the cows the pans and bowls and crocks were put up on the 

shelves. Where it was possible the milk house was built on a branch or 

spring where you could get plenty of cold water. You didntt milk in the 

milk house. You milked in the co. pen right out in the weather. Then you 

carried it down to the milk house and strained it. It was poured out in 

vessels. When the cream rose it was skimmed off to churn for butter. 

"Feed for the stock was kept in the corn crib. We would call it 

a barn no.~ That barn was for corn and oft'times we had overhead a 

place where we kept fodder. Bins were kept in the barn for wheat and 

peas. 

Slaves on Other Places 

"I seen the slaves outside the colonies. I was little and didn't pay 

any attention to them. Slaves would run away. They had a class of white 

people known as pa.trollers. They would catch the slaves and whip them. I 

never saw that done. I heard them talking about it. I was only a child 

and never got a chance to see the slaves on the places of other people, but 

just heard the folks talking about them. 
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Within the Yankee Lines 

-when the War broke out, the free colored people became fearful. There 

was a great deal of stuff taken away tran them by the Confederate soldiers. 

They moved into the Yankee lines tor protection. My family moved also. 

They lost live stock and feed. ~ey lost only one horse and then they came 

back home. I can see that old horse right now. He was a sorrel horse, 

with a spot in his forehead, and his name was John. My father was inside 

the Yankee lines when he volunteered for the service. I don't know how 

much he got or anything about it except that I know the Yankees were hold

ing Portsmouth, Norfolk, Hampton Roads, and all that country. 

Expectations of the Slaves 

ttl could hear my mother and uncle talk about what the slaves expected. 

I know they was expecting to get .something. ~ey weren't supposed to be 

turned out like wild animals like they were. I think it was forty acres 

and a mule. I am not sure but I know they expected something to be settled 

on them. 

What They Got 

"If .any of them got anything in Virginia, I don't know anything about 

it. They might have been some slaves that did get something--just like 

they was here in Arkansas. 

·Old Man Wilfong, when he treed Andy Wilfong in Bradley County, 

Arkansas, gave Andy plenty. He did get forty acres ot land. That is 

right down here out fram Warren. Wilfong owned that land and a heap more 

when he died. He hasn't been dead more th8n six or seven years. I 

pastored him. in 1904 and 1905. There were others who expected to get 

something, but I don't know any others that got it. Land was cheap then. 



Andy bought land at twenty-five and fifty cants an acre, and sold the 

t~ber ott of it at the rate of' one thousand dollars fOr each f'orty acres. 

He bought hundreds of' acres. He owned a section and a section and one-half' 

of land when he was my member. He had seven boys and two girls and he gave 

them all forty acres apiece when they married. Then he sold the timber otf 

of four forties. Whenever a boy or girl was married he'd give him a house. 

He'd tell him to go out and pick himself out a place. 

Wffe sold one hundred and sixty acres of timber for four thousand 

dollars, but if he had kept it for two years longer, he would have got ten 

thousand dollars for it. The Bradley Lumber Company went in there and cut 

the timber all through. 

"Wilfong's master's name was Andrew Wilfong, same as Andy's. His 

master came f'rom Georgia, but he was Ii vmg in Arkansas when freedom came. 

Later on Andy bought the farm his master was living on when freedom came. 

His master was then dead. 

Right Atter the War 

"My mother came back home and we ,went on f'a:rm1ng just like we did 

before, raising stuff to eat. You know I can't rElIlember much that they did 

before the War but I can rElllember what they did during the War and after 

the War,-when they came back home. My folks still own the old place but I 

have been away from there sixty-one years. A whole generation has been 

raised up and died since I lett. 

WI came out with one of I'IJY cousins and went to Georgia (Dl Pont) 

following turpentine work. It was turpentine farming. You could cut a 

hole in the tree known as the box. It will hold a quart. Rosin runs 

out ot that tree into the box. Once a week, they gp by and chip a tree 
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to keep the rosin running. 'rhen the dippers dip the rosin out and put it 

in barrels. Them barrels is hauled to the still. Then it is distilled 

just like whiskey would be. The evaporation o~ it makes turpentine; the 

rosin is barreled and shipped to make glass. '!'he turpentine is barreled 

and sold. 1 have dipped thousands of gallons of turpentine. 

"1 came to South Carolina in 1880 and married. 1 stayed there seven 

years and came to Arkansas in 1888. I came right to North Little Rock and 

then moved out into the country around Lonoke County,--on a farm. 1 farmed 

there for five years. Then I went to pastoring. 1 started pastoring one 

year betore 1 quit making cotton. 1 entered the ministry in 1892 and 

continued in the active service until November 1937. 1 put in forty-five 

years in the active ministry. 

Schooling 

"1 first went to school at a little log school in Su~folk, Virginia. 

From there I went to Hampton, Virginia. 1 got my theological training in 

Shorter College under Dr. T. H. Jackson. 

Xu. Klux 

ItI never had any experience with the Ku Klux Klan. I seen wbi te men 

riding horses and my mother said they was Ku Kluxes, but they never bothered 

us as 1 remember. They had tllC sets of white folks like that. The 

patrollers were before and during the War and the Ku Klux Klan came after 

the liar. I cantt reIilember how the Ku Klux I saw were dressed. The 

patrollers I remember. They would just be three or four white men riding 

in bunches. 



Nat Turner Rebellion 

"I have heard the 'Nat TUrner Rebellion t spoken of, but I don't know 

what was said. I think the old people called it the 'Nat Turner War.' 

Reconstruction Days 

7. 208 

"Lawyer Whipper was one of the best criminal lawyers in the state. He 

was a Negro. The Republican party had the state then and the Negroes were 

strong. Robert Small was a noted politician and was elected to go to 

Congress twice. The last time he ran, he was elected but had a hard fignt. 

The election was so close it was contested but Small won out. He was the 

last nigger congressman. I heard that there were one or two more, but I 

don't remember them. 

"'When I first went to South Carolina, them niggers was bad. They 

organized. They used to have an association known as the Union Laborers, I 

think. The organization was like the fraternal order. I don't know's they 

ever had any trouble but they were always in readiness to protect them

selves if any conflict arose. It was a secret order carried on just like 

any other fraternal order. They had ~istress calls. Every member has an 

old horn which he blew in time of trouble. I think that same kind of 

organization or something like it was active here when I came. The Eagles 

(a big family of white people in Lonoke County) had a fight with members of 

it once and some of the Eagles were killed a year or two before I came to 

this state. 

Voting and Political Activities 

"I voted in South Carolina, but I wasn't old enough to vote in Georgia. 

However, I stumped Taliaferro County for Garfield when I was in Georgia. 
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I lived in a little town by the name ot McCray. The town! was in, they had 

never had more than fifteen or twenty Republican votes polled. But I polled 

between two hundred and three hundred votes. I was one of the re~ar 

speakers. The tickets were in my care too. You see, they had tickets in 

them days and not the long ballots. They didn't have long ballots like they 

have now. The tickets were sent to me and I took care of them until the 

election. In the campaign I was regularly employed through the Repu~11can 

Campaign Committee Managers. 

"According to preparation and conditions there were less corruption 

then than there is now. In them days, they had to learn the tricks. But 

now they know them. Now you find the man and he already knows what to do. 

Songs 

"Back in that period, nearly all the songs the Negro sang considerably 

were the spirituals: 'I'm Going Down to Jordan,' 'Roll Jordan Roll.' " 
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Interviewer __________________ Smm_~1~e1 __ S~.~~_8l~I~or~ ______________ __ 

Person interviewed j. P. Boone 
------~~~--~~~~~~~--~-----------1502 Izard, Little Rock, Arkansas 

Age 66 

[({ ItJlIem Y..Lc/74kj 
-~ --. --- --- --- - - - - --- ~ --- --- - ~ ~ - - - -- - ~ 

~ ~ather's name was Arthur Boone and my mother's name was Eliza 

Boone. I am goin' to tell you about my ~ather.. Now be sure you put down 

there that this is Arthur Boone's son. I am J. F. Boone, and I am go in ' 

to tell you about my ~ather, .Arthur Boone. 

"My ~ather' s old master was Henry Boone. .My mother came frClll 

Virginia--north Virginia--and my father came from North Carolina. The 

Boones bought them. I have heard that my father. Arthur Boone. was bought 

by the Boones. They wasn't his first masters. I have heard my ~ather say 

that it was more than a thousand dollars they paid for him. 

"He said that they used to put up niggers on the block and auction 

them oft. They auctioned oft nigg$rs accordin' to the breed of them. Like 

they auction off dogs and horses. Th~ better the breed, the more they'd 

pay. My-father was in the first-class rating as a good healthy Negro and 

those kind sold ~or Bood money. I have heard him say that niggers some-

times brought as high as five thousand dollars. 

~ father don't know much about his first boss man. But the Boones 

were very good to them. Tbey got biscuits once a week. The overseer was 

pretty cruel to them in a way. J4y father has seen them whipped till they 

couldn't stand up and then salt and things that hurt poured in their 

wounds. NY father said that he seen that done; I don't know whether it was 

his boss man or the overseer that done it. 
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~ father said that they breeded good niggers--stud tem like horses 

and cattle. Good healthy man and woman that would breed fast, they would 

keep stalled up. Wouldn't let them get out and work. Keep them to raise 

. young niggers from. I don't know for certain that my father was used that 

way or not. I don't suppose he would have told me that, but he was a 

mighty fine man and he sold for a lot of' money. The slaves weren't to 

blame for that. 

-My father said that in about two or three months after the War ended, 

his young master told them that they were free. They came home from the 

War about that time. He told them that they could continue living on with 

them or that they could go to some one else it they wanted to 'cause they 

were f'ree and there wasn't any more slavery. 

"I was born atter slavery. Peace was declared in 1865, wasn't it? 

When the War ended I don't know where my father was living, but I was bred 

and born in Woodruff near .Augusta in Arkansas. .All the Booneses were there 

when I knew anything about ito They owned hundreds and hundreds of' acres 

of ground. I was born on old Captain Boone's f~. 

~ father was always a far.mer. 'He f'ar.med till he died. They were 

supposed to give him a penSion, but he never did get it. They wrote to us 

once or twice and asked for his number and things like that, but they never 

did do nothing. You see he fit in the Civil War. Wait a minute. We had 

his old gull for years. My oldest brother had that gun. He kept that gun 

and them old blue uniforms with big brass buttons. 141 old master had a 

horn he blowed to call the slaves with, and my brother had that too. He 

k~pt them things as particular as you would keep victuals. 

"Yes, my father fit in the Civil War. I have seen his war 

clothes as many times as you have hairs on your head I reckon. 



He had his old sword and allv They had a hard battle down in Mlssissippi 

once he told me. Our house got burnt up and we lost his honorable dis

charge, But he was legally discharged. But he didn't git nothin' for it. 

and we didn't neither. 

"My father was whipped by the pateroles severa! times. They run him 

and whipped him. My daddy slipped out many a time. &It they never caught 

him when he slipped out. They never whipped him for slippin' out. That 

was during the time he was a slave v The slaves wasn't allowed to go from 

one master to another without a pass. My father said that sometimes, his 

young master would playa joke on him. My father couldn't reado His young 

master would give him a pass and the pass would say, 'Whip Arthur Boone's 

-- and pass him out. When he comes back, whip his -- again and pass him 

back.' His young master called hisself playln' a joke on him. They 

wouldn't hit him more than half a dozen licks, but they would make him take 

his pants down and they would give them to him just where the pass said. 

They wouldn't hurt him much. It was more devilment "than anything else. He 

would say, 'Whut you h1ttin' me for when I got a pass?' and they would say, 

'Yes, you got a pass, but it says whip your ___ .t And they would show it 

to him, and then they would say, 'You'll gi t the res' when you come back.' 

My father couldn't read nothin' else, but that's one word he learnt to 

read right well. 

"MY father was quite a young man in his day. He died in 1891. He 

was just fifty-six years ,~ld. I'm older now than he was when he died. 

My occupation when I was well was janitor. I have been sick now for three 

years and ain't done nothin' in all that time. If it wasn't for my wife, 

r don't know whut I would do. 
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"I was born in 1872, on December the eighth, and I am sixty-six years 

old now. Tbat is, I 11'111 be if the Lord lets "me live till December the 

eighth, this y&aro 

"Now whose story are you saying this is? You say this is the story 

of Arthur Boone, father of J. -g. Boone? lell, that's all right; but you 

better mention that J. -g. Boone is Arthur Boone's son. I rent this house 

from Mr. Lindeman. He has the drug store right there. If anybody comes 

lookin' tor me, I might be moved, but Mr. Lindeman will still be there.-

Interviewer's Comment 

If you have read this interview hastily and have missed the patroller 

joke on page three, turn back and read it now. The interviewer considers 

it the choicest thing in the story. 

That and the story of an unpe!l.sioned Union veteran and the 

insistence on the word -son" setmted to me to set this story oft as a 

little out of the ordinary. 
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Ilost any day in at. Charl.. you can ae. an old N.gro man cOlling 

down the stre.t with a &mell sack made ot bed tickin, hanging shot-pouch 

tashion trom his shoulder. 1'his is old lIncle 10na. BoOD. who by the aid 

ot his hesTY cane walks.to town and aekes the round ot his whit. tolks 

hOll8. to be given some old shoes, clothes, or possibly a meaa ot gr.el18 

or .ome .... t potatoea -- in tact what.ver he may find. 

-lona., CD you remember 8l'lY'th1ng about the war 01' slav.XT time?

"Yea mam I was a gr.at big boy when the slaves were sot tree.· 

"Do 70U know how old you are?" 

"Yea _ I will be 8' ;rears old OD March 15th. I was born in lI1a .. 

iasippi at CornervUle. IIr IIOth.r belonged to 1Ir. L. D. Bewitt'. wit •• 

She didn't have many alav •• - just.D17 parent. and my' two unole. and 

their tamilies. JIy daddy and two uncles went to the w.r but our mistre.s' 

husband 1Ir. Hewitt _s too old to SO. I gwtss Jq daddy •• killed in de 

war, tor he nev.r CC1118 home when JIf1 uncles did.. 'e lived here in Ark:auaa 

C1088 to St. Charl.s. Our mistress .s good to her alav.s bot when they 

•• re tree h.r husband had got h1maelt drowned in big LaGrue when d. water 

wa. hip all ov.r the bottoms and low ground; h. was tXT1nB to cros. in • 

boat, what you oall a dug out. You know it's a big log soooped out till 

it fioata like a boat. 'l'hen att.r that our aistress Wllted to &0 baok 
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to her old home in llis.issippi and ooulc!n' t take us wi til her cau.. she 

didn't haTe any JIIOIleY, so we stayed hene Ily IMDIIIJ cri.d days and nights 

when she kn.. h.r mistre.. was going to leave her here in Arkansas_ .e 

moved d0101 Oil de Schut. and worked tor Mr. )(ack Prioe. You know he wa. 

Mr. Arthur'. and Iliss loe'. tather." 

"lonas, it your 0101ers were Hewitts why is your name Boone'- _ 

"Well you se., mias, my daddy's daddy belonpd to 1Ir. Daniel :Boone, 

1Ir. 10hn Boone's and Kis. 1Iary lUack's grandpa, and I was named Boone tor 

him, my granddaddy_ I been married twi ce _ )(y last wite 01Ol8 her home 

out close to d. ohurch west ot st. Charlea. I haven't been able to work 

any tor over two years but my wite makee us a liviJlI. She's 42 or 45 

yeara old and a good worker and a good waum. I've been all de tt. ant

inS some at this help other tolks been getting but dey won't g1 ve _ 

nothing. !he woman what goea to your house to .. e it you needs reliet 

told me I was better ott den most tolks an' ot caur .. I mow I'd rather 

have my wite and home than have to be like lot. ot dese niggers who' a old 

and oan't work and got nothing but what de Govermaent give ' ... 
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-I .. 8 born .t Baldwyn, llia.iasippi not tar troa ,Corinth. nen ~ 

moth.r fta last .. en abe w.a going .w&7 with. bunch ot yank.... I don't 

know what 1 t fta. She waa a dark: woaan. Pa w.. light. I &a born in 1865. 

I was lett when I fta two or three aoatha old. I neTer seen no pa. by 

len _ with m7 uncl. what raised _. & waa a alaye but too yOUDS to go to 

war. Hia ma.ter .a Jl.UI84 Porter. )faat.r Stev.nson had 80ld h1ae Be l1ked 

Port.r the beat. Be took the name ot Stantield Port.r at treed~ Portera 

had a ordinary tal'Jl. Be waan't rich. He had. tew ala'9'8.. SteTenaon had a 

lot ot alaft.. Qrandtather _a in Charl •• .,_, South 0e.r011aa. II1a and "a7 

uncle corresponded. ~ Ullcla 1earnet to read and writ. bu.t I ga.e ••• 0D8bod7 

don. hi. writing tor hta at the oth.r end • 

..., 'UJlOle 8t~ie1.d .. n a heap ot the War. He .. en th._ tish., coae 

by in drOft. a lI1le lons. !hey ••• ted th.ir teed and liT1Dg too. 

-.At :rreedca Master Porter to1.d thea abou.t it and he 1iTed on there a 

t.w year. till I C~ into recoU •• tioa. I tound out about.., pa aad mother. 

Th.y had th1'ee .. t. ot ohUdl'en 1n the house. They ft. better to tu.. .All 

ot thea got better tre ... nt t en I did. One day I ~8n. It d been makiDs up 

rq aind to 1e • .,.. I wa. thirt.en ye.r. old. Soared ot 8T.r,.th1Da. I wal.ked 

tw.nty mile. to Ilid41.eton. lfenne.... I sl.pt at the state l1ne at .~ 

stranger'. but at blaok: tolks' house. I walked all da1 two clq.. I sot a 

job at .ex. white tolk. ,004 u my parenta. Hi. __ waa 1. D. PaJ..er. 
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Be was a Dig ~~r. I slept 1n a serYant's house and etiD hi. own k1tchea. 

He 80at _ to school ""0 two- lIOath Wl'JU. :rotlr ]IOaths all I go1;. I got BT 

boarcl them .tour JIlontha. I got Jq. boar4 and e1ght dollars a moath the other 

months in the 18ar. Be d1ecI. 

-I oome to J'o:rreat 01 t:1 whan I was twenty years olcle 

-I been marr1ed. I got a g1rl l1na .14 _ here. _ girl, she marr1ed. 

-I .1a't got no ccapla1Dt again' the t.a. IV 11~e baa bee. tair. I 

worked Dlight7 hard.-
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Jaok Boyd was bO.rn a slave. Miss Ester's mother was a Boyd and 

married a Donnahoo. Miss Ester Donnahoo married Jim Shed. The Boyd's 

lived in Riohmond, Virginia. They sold Jaok Boyd's grandmother, grand-

father, mother, and father a number of times. One time they were down I 

in Georgia not far from Atalnta. They were being ill treated. The new 

master had promised to be good to them so he wasn't and the news had got-

ten baok to Virginia as it had a time or two before so the Boyds sent to 

Georgia and brought them back and took them back home to Virginia. The 

Boyds always asked the new masters to be good to them but no one was 

never 50 good to them as the Boyds were,_and they would buy them baok 

again. When freedom was deolared three of the Boyd brothers and Miss 

Ester's husband Jim Shed, was the last master of Charlie Boyd. Jaok's 

father oame to Viaoo, Texas. They may have been there before for they 

were "big ranohmen" but that is when Jaok Boyds whole family oa~ to 

Texas.' There were thirty six in his family. The fami lie s then were 

large.When Jaok grew up to be about ten years old there wasn't anything 

much at Waco exoeDt a butoher shop and a blacksmith shop. Jim Shed alone 

had 1800 acres of land his own. He used nine oowboys,same white and some 

blaok. The first of January every year the oattle was ready to be driven 

to Kansas City to market. They all rode broncos. It would rain, some-

times hail and sometimes they would get into thunder storms. The oattle 

would stampede, get lost and have to be found. 

~ " j 
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They slept in the open plains at night. They had good clothes. They would 

ride two or three weeks and oouldn't get a switch. Finally in about June 

or July they would get into Kansas City. The m. ite masters were the re wait

ing and bought fooa and supplies to take back horne. They would have started 

another troop of cowboys with cattle about June and meet them in Kansas 

City just before Christmas. Jack liked this life except it was a hard life 

jn bad weather. They had a good living and the Masters made ttbig money~ 

Jack said he always had his own money then. His peo')le are' soattered 

around Waco now, "the Boyd negroesV He hasn't been back since he carne to 

Arkansas when he was about eighteen. He married here and had ftraised" a 

big family. The ;)lains were full of rattle snakes, rabbits, wild cats md 

lots of other wild animals. They never started out with less than 400 

head of cattle. They pioked cattle that would travel about together. It 

would all be grown or about the same age. The worst thing they had to oon

tend with was a lack of water. '!hey had to carry water along and catch 

rainwater and hunt places to water the oattle. His father's and grand

father's rnasters names were Gillis, ~awkins,e:nd Sam Boyd. They were the 

three who came to Texas and looated ,the ranoh at ~\aco. Jack thinks they 

have been dead a long time but they have heirs arcund Waco now. Jack Boyd 

left Waco in ISel. 
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Circ~tances Of Interview 

STATE--Arlamsaa 

l-lAME OF 'M)RKER--Bernice Bowden 

ADDRESS-I006 Oak Street, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

DATE--November 2, 1938 

SUBJECT--Ex-slaves 

1. Name and address of informant--Mal Boyd, son of slaves ------------ . 

2. Date and time of interview--November 1, 1938, 9:45 a.m. 

3. Place of interview--10l Miller street 

FORIl A 
#765 

4. Name and address of person, if any, W40 put you in touch wi th informant-
None. I saw him sitting on porch as I walked along. 

5. Name and address of person, if any, accompanying you~-None 

6. Description of room, house, surroundings, etc.--Frame house. Sat on porch. 
Yard clean--everything neat. Near fbundry on graveled street in suburbs of 
west Pine Bluff. 

Text of Interview 

"Papa belonged to Bill :Boyd. Papa said he was his father and treated.,him 

just' like the rest of his children., He said Bill Boyd was an Irishman. I know 

papa looked kinda like an Iriahm.a.n--face was red. Mama was abOut my color. 

Papa was born in Texas, but he came to Arkansas. I inember Marin' him say he 

sa, 'em fight six months in one r~ace, down here at Marks' Mill. He said Bill 

Boyd had three sons, Urk and Tom and. Nat. They was in the Civil War. I heered 

Tom Boyd say he was in behind a crew of men in the war and a Jankee started 

shoot in' and when he shot down the last one next to Tom, he seen who it was 

dain' the shootin' and he shot him and saved his life. He was the hind one. 

"I've farmed mostly and sa.milled. 

"I use to get as high as three and five dollars callin' figgers for the 

white folks.-
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Interviewer's Comment 

NAME OF WORKER--Bernice :Bowden 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF INroRMAN T--Mal Boyd, 101 Miller Street, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Subscribes to the Daily Graphic and reads of world affairs. Goes to a 

friend's house and listens to the radio. Lives with daughter and is supported 

by her. House belongs to a son-in-law. lOre good clothing and was very clean. 

He hoped that the United States would not become involved in a war 0 



personal History of Informant 

S TA'l'E--Ark: ansae 

NAME OF WORKEB--Bernice Bowden 

ADDRmS--l006 Oak street 

DATE--November 2, 1938 

SUBJECT--E%~alave8 

:!roW B 
1765 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFO~~T--M8l Boyd, 101 Miller Street, Pine Bluff, Ark. 

1. Ancestry--Father, Tol BOyd; MOther, Julia Dangerfield. 

2. Place aDd date of birtb--Cleveland County, August 4, 1873 

3. Family--Lives wi th daughter. Has one other daughter. M:>ther one-half 
Indian, born in Alabama, he thinks. 

4. Places lived in, with dates--Ouachita County, Dallas County. Bradley County, 
Jefferson County. 

5. Edu.cat ion, with dates--Began schooling in 1880 and went until twelve or 
thirteen. 

6. Occupations ani accomplishments, with dates--Farmed till 21, public work? 
Sawmill work. 

7. Special skills and interests--None 

8. Community and religious activities--Ward Chapel on West Sixth. 

9. Description of informant--Gray hair, height 5 ft. 9 in., high cheekbones. 
Gray hair-practically straight says like father. 

10. otller points gained in interview--S&ys father was part Irish. Belonged to 
Bill Boyd. Stayed there for years after freedom. 
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FOLKLORE SUBJECTS 

. Name of I llterviewer. _____ --:I:!:.:r:..e::.;n::.e:::....;R:.:;.o::..::;b.:::;e.:.r..::t~s:.:o:::n:.../~--------____ _ 

Subject. ________ ~E~~~-~S~U~~~V~E ____ ~:~I~S~~~"(B~Y------~O~L~D_S~A~Y~I~N~G~S _____________ ___ 

Story - Information (If not enoufh spaoe on this pe.f,e add ~.ge) 

George Braddox was born a slave but his mother being freed when he 

was eight years old they want to themselves - r;·eorga had one sister and 

ona brother. He doesn't know anythinE'= about them but thinks they·are dead 

as he is the younEest of the three. His father's name was ?eter Calloway 

Se went with Gus Taylor to the war and never came back to his family. George 

sa id he had been to Chioapo several times to see his father ,'v"her) he was 1 i.v-

ing. But his mother let her ohildren ;-0 by that name. She rave them a name 

3raddox when they were freed. Calloways lived on a jliining plantation w 

John and Dave Gemes. John Gemes was the old master and Dave the young. George 

said t}~ey were mean to him. He oan remember tl1at Gus Taylor wes overseer 

for the Gemes .till he went to WB.r. The James 1 ived in a. brick house and the 

slayes I ived in lor hO'.lses. They h~,.d a. big ~arm and raised cotton and CDrn. 

The ootton was six feet tall and had big leaves. They ha.d to :mll the leaves 

to 19 t the .owls ;~et t:he sun to open. ~ey to!)ped the ootton too. They 

rr:ade lots 0' ootton and oorn to an acre. Dave (,emes had several children 

"\'!I-len Geor[e moved away, their names were ltuben, Johr, l!;ar[aret, Susie and 

Betty. They went to sohoo1 at J.b~.rshall, Texas. 

John Gomes had fine oarriages, horses and mu1es.,ia had one old slave 

'nho .lust milked and churned. She d.idn't do anythin€-' else. ~':hen younr-: oalves 

had tl) be 9.ttended to somebody e1 se had to ~el~) her and one :rr.an did all -the 

feed in!,". They had lets of peafoVlles, ducks, reese and chickens. 

This information r.iven by ________ G_e_o_r~g~e~B~r_a_\_)d __ ox ____________________________ ~ 

?laoe of Residence ______________ ~H~a~z~e~n~.~A~r~k=a=n~s=a~s ___________________________ __ 

O·cupat ion Farmer AGE 80 
------------------~~~--------------------------~ ~--~-
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They had mixed stook of ohiokens and guineas - always had a d rove of 

turkeys. Someti:nes the turkeys wonld fO off with wild turkeys. There were 

wild hog:s and turkeys in the woods. Georp.c never learned to read or write. 

He !"'eIlt3mbers they built a sohool for white ohildren on the Calloway pla.ce 

joining the Gemes Dlaae but he thoup:ht it was tuitiori school. George said 

he thought the names and all his "kin" folks came from Alabama to Texas, but 

he is not sure but he does know this. Dr. Hazen came from Tennessed to Texas 

ac:d back to Hazen, Arkansas and settled. :1is cousin Jane Hodre (colored) was 

warkin/! out near he."e and he came here to deer hunt and just stayed with them. 

[fe· said deer was plentiful here. It was not cleered a.nd so close to Yjhite 

Cache, St. Franois and ~3ssissippi rivers. 

George said his mother cookec {'or the ('emes the first he could remember 

of her. That was all she had time" to do. It was five miles to llarshall. 

i'hey lived in Ha!-rison County and they could buy somethings to eat there if 

they didn't raise enouph. They bou{'"ht cheese by the oases in ro~md bo~es and 

flo'..!r in 'oarrels and su[ar in barrels. They had fine clothes for S,mcay. 

After his mother left the Gemes they worked in the field or did anything she 

0o~ld for a livini. 

~eorge ;!lB.rried after he Cf'.me to Arkansas and bO'lfht a farm 140 acres of 

Innd 4 miles north of Hazen and a white man, -- --- closed a mortrage out on 

and took it. He Daid,300.00 for a house in town in which he now lives. ... 
:tis son was killed in the ~';orld Yiar ar d he rets his son's insuranct3 every 

:Tonth. 

George said when he Cf:l.me to Arkansas it was easy to live if you liked to 

hunt. Ship the skins and fet some money when you couldn't be farminr. Gould 

I!et all the wood you ',vould 011 t and then olear out land and farm. He hunted 

7 or 8 years with Colonel A. F. Yopp and fed Colonel's dogs. 
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He hunted with Mr. YopP but he didn't think Colonel was a very food man. I 

gathered from George that he didn't approve of wickedness. 

It is bad luok to dig a grave the day before a person is burtied, or 

any time before the day of the burying. Uncle George has dug or helped to 

die: lots of graves. It is bad luck to the family of the deadoerson. The 

grave ought not to be ·'left opentt it is cr-:tlled. He has ablays heard this 

~.nd beUeves it, yet he CI3.n' t remembAr when he first heard it. 

He thinks there are s?irits that direct your life and if you do wrong 

the evil fates let you be punished. He bel' eves in good a.nd evil spirits. 

Spirits right here among us. He says there is "bound to be spirits" or 

" s orne th ing- like 'em." 



Interviewer ____________ ~Mi~s~a~Ir~e=n~e_R~o~be~r~t~s~o~n~ __________ __ 

Person interviewed~ __ ~Ge~o~r~g~e~Br~a~d~d~o~x~,_=H~a~z~en:La~Ar~k~an~s~a~s ____ __ 

Age 81 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Most of the old songs were religious. I don't remember none much. 

Wnen the war broke out my papa jess left and went on off with some 

people and joined the Yankee army. I went to see him since I been 

at Hazen. He lived in Chicago. Yes roam he's been dead a long time 

ago. Gus Taylor and Peter Calloway (White) took my papa with them 

for their helper. He left them and went with the Yankee army soon as 

he heard what they was fighting about. Peter Calloway lived on a big 

track of land joining Dave Genes land. It show was a big farm. Peter 

Calloway owned my papa and Dave Genes my mama. Gus Taylor was Dave 

Genes overseer. Peter Calloway never come back from the war. ~~ folks 

come from Alabama with Dave Genes and his son John Genes. I was born 

in Harrison county, Texas. Gus Taylor was a great big man, He was mean 

to us all. The Yankees camped there. It was near Marshall. I had some 

good friends among the Yankees. They kept me posted all time the war 

went on. Nobody never learnt me nothing. I can ;iPher a little and 

count money. I took that up. I learned after I was grown a few things. 

Just learned it myself. I never went to school a day in my life. The 

Genes had a brick, big red brick house. They sent their children to 

sc~ools. They had stock, peafowls, cows, guineas, geese, ducks and 

chickens, hogs and everything. Old woman on the place just milked and 

churned. That is all she done. 
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I never heard of no plantations being divided. They never give 

us nothing, not nothing. Right after the war was the worse times we 

ever have had. We ain't had no sich hard times since then. The white 

folks got all was made. It was best we could do. The Yankees what 

camped down there told us about the surrender. If the colored folks 

had started an uprisin the white folks would have set the hounds on us 

and killed us. 

I never heard of the Ku IG.ux Klan ever being in Texas. Gus 

Taylor was the ridin boss and he was Ku Klux enough. Everybody ~as 

scared not to mind h~. He rode over three or four hundred acres 

of ground. He could beat any fellow under him. I never did see any-

body sold. I never was sold. We was glad to be set free. I didn't 

know what it would be like. It was just like opening the door and 

lettin the bird fly out. He might starve, or freeze, or be killed 

pretty soon but he just felt good because he was free. ite show did 

have a hard time getting along right after we was set free. The 

white folks what had money wouldn't pay nothing much for work. All 

the slaves was in confusion. 

A cousin of mine saw Dr. Hazen down in Texas and they all come 

back to work his land. They wrote to us about it being so fine for 

hunting. I always liked to hunt so I rode a pony and come to them. 

The white folks in Texas told the Yankees what to do a.fter the surren-

der; get off the land. We didn't never vote there but I voted in 

Arkansas. Mr. Abel Rinehardt always hope me. I could trust him. I 

don't vote now. No colored people held office in Texas or here that 

I heard of. 



I got nothing to say bout the way the young generation is doing. 

I farmed around Hazen nearly ever sinee the Civil War. I 

saved $300 and bought this here house. My son was killed in the 

World ~ar arid I get his insurance every month. I hunted with Colonel 

Yapp and fed his dogs. He never paid me a cent for taking care of 

the dogs. His widow never as much as give me a dog. She never give 

me nothing! 

I'm too old to worry bout the present conditions. They ain't 

gettin no better. I sees dot. 
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Interviewer Bernice Bowden 
-----------------------------------------------------

Per::;on Interviewed Edward Bradley 
115 South Plum Street, pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Age 70 

---------------------------------------

"I was seventy years old this last past June, the sixth day. Lots of people 

say I don't look that old but I'm sure seventy and l'vIS done a lot of bard work 

in my day. one thing, I've taken good care of myself. I never did lose much 

sleep. 

"I faraed forty years of my life. Been in this 3tate thirty-seven years. 

I was born in Hardin County, TeI1Jlessee. I disremember what age I '-'18S when I 

left Tennessee. 

n;},y mother was named Mary Bradley and my father was named Hilliard Bradley. 

They originated in Alabama and waf! sold there, and they was free when they come 

to Tennessee. 

"Bradley was the last man owned 'em. I think Bea.umont sold 'em to Bradley. 

That's the way I always heared 'em talk. 1 think they claimed their owrers was 

pretty good to 'em·. I know I heered'my fatber say he never did ,~et 8 ";bil'rie-,' 

from either one of 'eQ'le 

"Of course my motl:er wasn't a Eradley fore sre married. She was a ;iIurphy. 

"I had one brother four years older than I w&s.. He was my half-brother 

and I had a whole bro ther was two years older than I. 

":V'irst place I lived in Arkansas was near Blytheville. I lived. there four 

years. I was married and farmin' for myself. 

"1 went from Hardin COW1ty, Tennessee to Blytheville, Arkansas by land. 

Drove a team and two cows. I think we was on the road four days. ::y wife went 

"by train. You know the. t was too vreari some for her to go by land. 
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"I had been runnin a five-horse crop in Tennessee and I carried three boys. 

that I used to work with me. 

"l'he last year I was there I cleared ;H660 .44. I never Jill foreet it. I 

made a hundred and ten bales of cotton and left 2000 pounds of see.'!. cotton in 

the field cause I was goin' to move. 

' ... lIly :ol~(s was sicle all the time. ,Jasn't any canals in that country, and 

my wife had malaria every year. 

"After I got my crop finished I'd get out e.!J.d log. I was raised in a poor 

county and you take a man like that, he's always a good worker. I rented the 
; 

land -- 365 acres and I had seven families workin for me. I was responsible 

for everything. I told 'em that last year that if I cleared. over a~lOOO, I'd 

give 'em ten dollars a piece. And I give it to 'em too. You see they was under 

my jurisdiction. 

~ext place 1 lived was Forrest City. They all went with me. Had to 

charter a car to move 'em. It was loaded too. 

Itl had 35 hogs, 17 head of cattle, 13 head of mules and horses. And I had 

~illed 1500 pounds of hogs. You see besides my family I had two-month-hands -

worked by the month. 

"1 own a home in :F'orrest City now. I'm goin bc?ck right after Christmas. 

J~ children had it fixed up. Had the waterworks and electric lights put in. 

"Two of my daughters married big school teachers. One handles a big school 

in Augusta ana the other in Forrest City. One of 'em is in the Smith-HUghes 

work too. 

"I've done something no other man has -,one. I've educated four of my 

brothers and sisters after my father died and four of my wife's brothers and 

sisters and one adopted boy and my own six children -- fifteen in all. A man 

said to me once, "Why any man that's done that much for education ought to get 

q pension from the educator people. tf 



-3-

"I never went to school six months in my life but I can read and write. 

I'm not extra good. in spelling -- that's my hindrance, but I can figger very 

well. 

"We always got our children started 'fore they went to s0hool and then I 

could help 'eo in school till they got to United states ~one.y. 

"Another thing I always would do, I would buy these blo ck A, B, C' s. L'very

one learned their A, B, C' s for e they went to school. 

"I reckon I'm a self-made man in a lot of things. 1 learnt my own self ho.,v 

to blacksmith. I worked for a man for nothin' just so I could learn and after 

that for about a year I was the best plow sharpener. And. then I learned how 

to carpent ere 

''My mother was awful good on head count in ' and she learnt rne when I was a 

little fellow. NIy oldest brother use to help me. We'd sit by the fire, so 

you see you might say I got a fireside education. 

"When I left Forrest City I moved. to England and made one crop ruld moved 

to Baucum and made one crop and then I moved on the Sheridan Pike three miles 

the other side of Dew Drop. I got the oil fever. They was sellin' land under 

that headin'. Sold it to the colored folks ana. lots 0' these Bohemians. They 

sho is fine people to live by -- so accommodatin'. 

"Then I came here to Pine Bluff in 1921. I haulei wood for two :)'ears. 

Then I put in my application at the Cotton Belt Shops. That was in 1923 and 

I worked there fifteen years. I retired from the shops this year and took a 

half pension. I think I'll get about fifteen dollars a month. That's my 

thoughts. 

"I have two daughters iil Camden. One teaches school and one operates a 

beauty parlor. 

"All six of my children finished high school and three graduated from col

lege. 
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"1 think the younger generation is livin' tQO fast. I know one thing, 

they has done -- they 'bout wore out the old folks. Old folks educate tern 

and can't accumulate anything. 

nPhey don't settle much now til.l they marry. Seems like the young folks 

don't have much accommodation. 

"I'll tell you another thing, the children aren't carryin t out things 

like they use to. I think when us old folks plays out this world is goin' 

to be in a bad shape. 

"l belong out here to the Catholic Church -- the oldest church in the 

world. I use to belong to the ~~thodist Church, but they got along so bad 

I got tired, so I went to the Catholic. I like it out there -- everthing 

so quiet and nice." 
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Name ot rnt.rYi •• r, _______ ..;:1Ir;.;.:8:,::._Be=.;:l"Il;,;;:1:.;;,o.;.:;....,:Bo:;;::;,;:;fte;,;· ::;,:n ________ _ 

Person intenl ... d Raollel BracU'l. nos stat. str.et. P1De Blutt • .&rkarulu 

~ 10?? 

- - - -- - - - - ~ ~ - ~ - - ~ - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - ~ -

Upon anl Tine at the lL1uabl.e unpainted home ot Rachel Bradley I toUll4 

her sittil18 in the doo~ on a t7.Pical spllt-oak bottomed chair watohiDS 

the trattic ot Stat. Stre.t, on. ot our buslest streets out of the high 

rent district. It ls a Bdxtura ot white and N.gro stores and homes. 

Att.r aaldng her nama to be aure I waa really talklng to Baohel 

Bra41.1' t I eaid I had been told she AS a t01'll8r sl.ft. "Y.8 'JIl, I used to 

be a alave.- Sh • ..tled broadly displaying nearly a tull s.t ot teeth. 

She is ot a che.rful, happy disposition and .... d clad to anner .., quea-

tiona. As to h.r age, ahe said she was -. little sirl on the tloor when 

the stars tell,- I look.d this up at the ~blio librar,y and tound that 

talling stars or showers ot _teors occur in cycl.s ot thirty-three years. 

One such Mspl..,. w.s recorded in 1833 and another in 1866. So it Bachel 

Bracll.Y' i& real11' 10'1 ,..ara old, abe ftS born in 1830, It ia a question 1n 

my IIlind wh.th.r or not she could haTe r __ bere4 talll.. stars at the ap 

ot three, bQt on the other hand it 8h8 was -. little girl on the tloor- ta 

1866 ahe would be onlY' acaewhere bet .. ell .eY8lltY'-tl Ttl and eipty 78ar& ot 

lIer muter and mstres. wre iii tcheU 88d ni.beth Su.on. and the1' 

had two SODa and two daughtera. They lived OD. a plantation about t_lve 

mil.s tram. J'arMrs.,ille, Louisiana. 



Raohel was a hou.e sirl and her mother was 'the oook. Beside. 

doms hou .. work, ahe ft. nursemaid and a. she grew older did her JI1a-

tres.' sewing and could alao w.ave and 1mit. :rroa the way ahe 8Jld.led 

and rolled her e7e. I could see that this wa. the happiest time ot ker 

lite. "117 *i te tolks wa. 110 good to _. I sat right down to the __ -
table atter they was thru.-

While a child in the hama ot her white tolks She played with her 

mistress' children. In her om word. -My m.tre.. g1 ft us a task to -
do and when we got 1 t done, _ went to our playhouse in the yard.

When the war came alons, her master •• too old to go but his two 

.ons went and both lived through the war. 

Qa1eationed about the Yankee. during the war she said., -I .eo 

right amart ot the Yankees. I .een the 'Calvary' &0 by. '!'bey didn't 

bother Jq white tolks aone.-

Rachel said the ,ABC'. tor me bu.t oannot read or write. She aid 

her mi.tress' ohildren wanted to teaoh her but ahe would rather play so 

grew up in ignorance • 

. .Atter the war Raohel' a white tolka JIlOved to '1'exaa and Raohel went 

to live with her mistre •• ' aarried daughter IBrtha. lor her work she 

was paid six dollar. a JIlOnth. She ftS not gi ,.en IUl7 JIlOney by her t01'll8r 

oGera atter being treed, bu.t was paid tor her work. Later on Bachel 

went to work ln the field making a crop with her brother, turnlng lt 

over to the owner ot the land tor groceries and other supplies and when 

the cotton waa welghed -de white tolks taken out part ot our halt. I 

mond they done it but we couldn't do Bothin bout it.-
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Bachel had tour huabaads and e1eTen children. Her Hcond husbaD4 

abandoned her, taking the three oldest and leaving fiye with her. ODe 

boy aDd one girl were old enOQgn to help their mother in the field 

and one stayed in the house with the babie., so she manased to make a 

1i ving working by the day tor the white people. 

The only claah with the Ku nux nan was when they came to get 

an army gun her husband had bought. 

Being a woman, Bachel did not know lDlch about politics during 

the Reconstruction period. She had heard the words "Democrat," 

"Radical" and "Republican" and that was about all ahe remembered. 

Concerning the younger seneration Rachel 8aid: "I don't know 

what goin' come ot 'e.. 'rhe most of 'em is on the beat" (trying to 

get all they can from others) • 

.A.tter moVing to Arkansas, she made a living working in the :tie1d 

by the day and as she grew older, washing and ironing, sewinl, house-

cleaninl and cooking. 

Ber long association with white people shows in her speech whiCh 

is quite plain with only a tew typical Negro expressiona, such as the 

following: 

"She died this last lone 5attlday and I hope (help) shroud 

her." 

"When whIte lady fInd baby t I used to go hep draw the 

breas'." 

"Heap a people." 

"Ban." 



Ifhe 'eltare Depe.r1;ant give8 Rachel •• 00 a DlOnth. She PG78 

18.00 a month tor two rooms with no drlnking water. With the help ot 

says ahe i. wpendiD on the 

LordW to help her get along. 

She sang tor me in a quavering volce the tollowiDg sonp 

reminisoent ot the war: 

"H~.pm eire .... plain I know, 

And the hat palm8tto too. 

HurrahS Hurrah! 

We cheer tor the Sou~h we love so clear, 

.e cheer tor the homespun clres •• 

The Southern ladie. war I-

"Iho is Price • ti&htln '? 

Be ls • ti&htiD', I do know. 

I think it ls old Qati., 

I hear the OIUlDona 1"Oa t •• 
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Inten1e .. r. _______ 1U...;;;;;;;;;;;;;8._8...;Irene==...;Bo:;.:'be=rt.:;:80 .. Dn:;;: ________ _ 

Person interv1ewed':-___ Bl....,.1eza_be~th~'"l"Br_ .. _D_n::;;:Q;;;;I1;&,...;B_1-8-C~oe-...,...;J.r';;;;;;.;:ka:__n"'isa_as __ -_ 
(Packed to move sa.1dlere else) 

Age 40 glu8 

~ ---- - ~ - -- -- ~ --- - - - ~ ~ - - - - - - -- -- - ~ - --- ~ 

WI was born 1n Helena, Arkansas. Grandma raised me mostly. She fta 

born up in Virginla. Her name was Marlah Bell. 

-Grandmother _s sold more than once. When she waa small ahe 8D.Cl her 

mother were sold together to dltterent 'tuyers. !he morning she _s sold 

she could see her mother crying through the crowd. and the last ahe ever 

seen her IIC'Ither ahe was crying and waving to her. She never could torget 

that. We all used to slt around her and 118 would all 'be cry1llg wlth her 

when she told that so many, JII8llY times. Grandmother said ahe was t1 va 

years old then and was sold to a doctor in V1rglD1a. Be made a house girl 

ot her and leamed her to be a midw1te. 

-She told us about a time 1Ihen the stars . tell or a time about like 1t. 

Her master got scared in Vlrginia. His niece killed herself 'cause she 

thought the world was com1 ng to an end. lfamaot the baby was wallting. 

crying and praying. Grandmame had the baby. She said it was a terrible 

morniDs. 

"Ihe11 grandmama was Bold away from. her 01lJ1 mother she took the new 

master's cook tor her mother. I li va to see her. Her name _a Cllarl ty 

Walker. She was awful old. GraDcJmama didn't :remember it her mother had 

other children or not. She waa the youngest. 

·GrancJmama was sold again. Her second master wasn't good as her doctor 

master. He didn't teed them good, d1dn't teed the children good neither. 



2. 

He told his slaves to steal. Grandmama had two children there. She was 

pregnant again. Grandpa stole a shoat. She craved meat. )(eat was scarce 

then and the War was on. Grandpa had it cut up and put aQ7. Grandmama 

had the oldest baby in the box under her bed and th:l youngest child asleep 

in her bed. She was trying the meat. She seen the overseer across the 

field stepping that way. Grandpa left and grandmema put the Skillet of 

meat in the bed with the baby and threw a big roll of cotton in the fire. 

The overseer come in and looked around, asked what he smelled burniDg. She 

told him it was a sack of motes (cotton lumps). Grandpa was J'1m Bell. His 

master learnet him to steal and lie. He got better after f'reedCllle 

-Qrandmama never would let us have pockets in our aprons and dresses. 

Said it was a temptation tor us to learn to steal. She thought that was 

awtul and to lie too. 

-Grandmama and grandpa and mama and her sister, the baby, died. Come 

with soldiers trom Virginia to Helena, Arkansas on a big boat. They nursed 

soldiers in the hospital in the last of the War. Grandpapa died in 1895. 

He had heart trouble. He was seventy-five years old then. Grandmama died 

in 1913. She was awtul., awtul old., Grandmame. said they put her ott on 

College and Perry streets but that wasn't the names of the streets then. 

She wore a bagg1n dress and brogan shoes. Brass-toed shoes and brass 

eyelets. She would taka grease and soot and make shoe polish for them. 

We all wore that dress and the shoes at times. I wore them to Pea'body 

School in Helena and the children made so mch f'u.n ot their cry (squeaking) 

till I begged them to get me some better looking shoes for ~old rainy" 

spells of weather. I wore the dress. It was strong nearly as leather. 

-when she was sold the last time she got a marble box and it had a 

small lock and key. It was square and thick, size of four ments shoe boxes. 



When she COJII8 to Arkanaaa she brought it tilled with rice on the boat. She 

kept her Taluable papers in it. Our house bIlrned and the shoes and box 

both got a...,. trom me. Her oldest girl died atter the sunender and 1IIUI 

never married. llever had chil4l"en. 

-an College and Pe:rry streets the hospital was cleared away and grandpa 

bought the spot. It haa had two house a rot down ot hia own on it. It has 

been graded down and a big brick house stands there now. 

-She used to tell how when meat was so scarce she'd be cooking. She'd 

wipe her girls' facea with the diShrag. One of them would lick her lips. 

Make other children hungrJ' tor meat to see them ao greasy. 1'hey hadD.' t had 

any meat. 

ItGrandnvnna told me her doctor master bou.ght thelll shoes tor her, and I 

th1nlt they gave her the marble box. The children teased ma so JIIl.ch grand

mama bought me SOll8 limber sole shoes. 

-Auntie was good they said and ... was maan so they said. .tuntie 

died aner surreJ1Cler. We'd tell sr-ruJmeme she ought to put the skillet on 

mama. She said the· good Lord took care ot her baby that t:lma. llama would 

get so mad. She would whoop us tor.saying she ought to put the hot skillet 

on her. 

ItGranifmama was a midwite with black and 1Ihi te tor forty-fi va :rears in 

Helena. She worked tor J'oe Horner, 1Ir. Leiter, IIrs. E. II • .Allen. )faa had 

•• ven children, and grancJmama raised WUl Marshal (colored). He. works at 

D. T. Hargraves & Sons store now in Helena. He started a delivery boy blt 

now he is their _in repair man. 

-Gran"mema was a strong 1IOIIIUL. Jfama worked out at SOJll8 places I told 

you. Grandwma worked. Grandlll8JllA alwaya had a pretty flower yard. She 

did love pretty flowers. 



"llama minded grandmama like one of us. She was a good woman. None of 

us, not even the boys, ever had pockets in our clothes. Grandmama made them 

for us. She taught us not to lie and steal. She thought it was the worse 

thing you could do. She was loved and respected by white and black till she 

died down at Helena in 1913. !hey are all buried down there~· 
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Interviewer Miss Irene Robertson 
----------------~~~~~~~--~~---------------

l'erson in tervi ewed _____ ]_:Ja--...;ck ........ Br __ aIl __ t_l_e .. y~.I...,,;;Br __ i_n_k_] -.e ... y.." _.A: ... I_'k_a_n_s_a_s ___ _ 

Age 80 

"I was born in Dallas County close to Selma, Alabama. My mother's 

owners was Miss Mary .Ann Roscoe and her husband was :Master Ephriam Roscoe. 

They had a good size gin and farm. We would gather 'round and tell ha 'nt 

tales till we would be scared to go home in the dark. The wind would turn 

the old-fashioned screw and make a noise like packing cotton. We older 

ctildren would run and make out we thought it was the spirits. W~ mowed 

better but the little children was afraid. 

~y parents was Lucindy Roscoe. My pa belong to Warren Brantley. His 

na~e was Silica Brantley. 

"I was a stole chile. Ma had a husband the master give her and had 

c~ildren. My pa lived on a joining farm. She wasn't supposen to have 

children by my pa, That is why I'm celled Mack Brantley now. Mama died and 

Green Roscoe, my older brother, took me to Howell's so they would raise me, 

They was all kin. I was six months old when lUll died. My sister nursed me 

but Miss :Mary Ann Roscoe suckled me wid Miss Iliinnie. When Miss Minnie got 

Grown and married she went to Mobile, Alabama to live. Later Brother Silica 

Give me to lUaster Henry Harrell. They sent me to school. I never went to 

colored school. We went to Blunt Springs three months every year in the 

summer time. When we come home one year Mr. Hankton was gone and he never 

come back. He was my only teacher. The white populati on didn't like him 

and they finally got him a.way. 



"They .as good white people. I had a pallet in the room and in the 

morning I took it up and put it away in a little room. I slept in the house 

till I was good and grown. I made fires for them in the winter time. Mr. 

Walter died three years ago. He was their son. He had a big store there. 

Miss Carrie married Charlie Hooper. He courted her five years. I bring her 

a letter and she tore it up before she read it. He kept coming. He lived 

in Kentucky. The last I heard they lived in Birmingham. Miss Kitty Avery 

Harrell was my mistress at freedom and after, and after boss died. I had 

four -children when I lett. If Mr. Walter was living I'd go to him now. Mr. 

Hooper would cuss. Old boss didn't cuss. I never liked Mr. Hooper's ways. 

Old boss was kinder. All my sisters dead. I reckon I got two brothers. 

Charles Roscoe was where boss left him. He was grown when I was a child. 

Jack Roscoe lives at Forrest, Mississippi. Brother Silica Roscoe had a wife 

aIld children when freedom come on. He lett that wife and got married to 

another one and went off to Mississippi. Preachers quit their slavery wives 

and children and married other wives. It wasn't right. No ma'am, it wasn't 

right. Awful lot of it was done. Then is when I got took to my Miss Kitty. 

After freedom is right. 

"I tole you I was a stole chile. I never seen my own pa but a few 

times. He lived on a joining farm. lJa. had a husband her master give 

her the first time they had been at a big log rolling and came up for 

dinner. They put the planks out and the dinner on it. They kept saying, 

'Uack, shake hands with your papa.' He was standing off to one side. 

It was sorter shame. They kept on. I was little. I went over there. He 

shook hands with me. I said, 'Hi, papa! Give me a nickel.' He reached 

in his pocket a~d give me a nickel. Then they stopped teasing me. 



He went ott on Alabama Hi ver eighteen miles fran us to Oaholba, Alabama. I 

never seen him much more. Ma had been dead then several years. 

"Green, my brother, took me to Miss Mary .Ann Roscoe when mama died. She 

was my mats owner. I stayed there till Green died. A whole lot ot boys was 

standing around and bet Green he couldn't tote that barrel ot molasses a 

certain piece. They helped it up and was to help him put it down and give 

h~ five dollars. That was late in the ebenin'. He let the barrei down and 

a ball as big as a goose egg of blood come out of his mouth. The next day 

he diedo Master got Dr. Blevins quick as he could ride there. He was mad 

as he could be. ~. Blevins said it weighed eight hundred pounds. It was 

a hogshead of molasses. Green was much of a man. He was a giant. ~. 

Blevins said they had killed a good man. Green was good and so strong. I 

never could forget it. Green vas my standby. 

"The Yankees burnt Boss Henry's father's fine house, his gin, his grist 

mill, and fifty or sixty bales of cotton and took several fine horses. They 

took h~ out in his shirt tail and beat him, and whooped his Wife, trying to 

make them tell where the money was. He told her to tell. He had it buried 

in a pot in the garden. They went and dug it up. Forty thousand dollars in 

gold and silver. Out they lit then. I seen that. He lived to be eighty 

and she lived to be seventy-eight years old. He had owned seven or eight or 

ten miles of road land at Howell Crossroads. Road land is like highway land, 

it is more costly. He had Henry and Finas married and moved off. Miss 

tlelia was his daughter and her husband e.nd the overseer was there but they 

couldntt save the money. I waited on Miss Melia when she got sick and died. 

She was fine a woman as ever I seen. Every colored person on the place 

knowed where the pot was buried. Same of them planted it. They wouldn t t tell. 
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We could hear the battles at Selma, .Alabama. It was a roar and like an 

earthquake. 

4. 2-14 

"Freedam--I was a little boy. I cried to go with the bigger children. 

They had to tote water. One day I heard somebody crying over 'crosB a 

ditch and fence covered with vines and small trees. I heard, 'Do pray 

master.' I run hid under the house. I was snoring when they found me. I 

heard somebody say, 'Slave day is over.' That is all I ever knowed about 

freedom. The way I knowed, a Yankee. We was in the road piling up sand and 

a lot of blue coats on horses was coming. We got out of the road and went 

to tell our white folks. They said, 'Get out of their way, they are 

Yankees.' 

"When I left Alabama I went to Mississippi. I worked my \'iay on a 

steamboat. I had been trained to do whatever I was commanded. The man, my 

b03s, said, 'Mack, get the rope behind the boiler and tie it to the stab 

and 'dead man'. I tied it to the stab and I was looking for a dead man. He 

showed rae what it was. Then I tied it. I went to Vicksburg then. I had 

'got mixed up with a woman and run off. 

"I been married once in my life. I had eighteen children. Nine lived. 

I got a boy here and a girl in Pine Bluff. My son's wife is t~an to me. I 

don't want to stay here. If I can get my :parlsion started, I want to live 

with my daughter. 

"I used to vote Republican. They claimed it made times better for my 

race. I found out better. I don't vote now. Wilson was good as Mr. 

rtoosevelt, I think. I voted about eight years ago, I reckon. I didn't vote 

for Mr. Roosevelt. 

"I wish I was young and had the chance this generation has got. Ttmea 

is better every way for a good man unless he is unable to work like I ~ now. 



(This old man tends his garden, a large nice one--ed.) My son supports me 

now." 
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~~ Interviewer Samuel S. Taylor 

~rson interviewed Ellen Brass 
1427 W. Eighth Street, Little Rock, Arkansas 

Age About 82 

[ jr{ I'-'L '" ':J iJ. (~ 1/1/ II. ,J I, We, ~ 1 
- - - - - - - -1- - ~~ - 1~~ - j~ -7, -~ 

"I was born in Alabama in Green County. I was about four years old 

when I came from there; so I don't know much about it. I growed up in 

Catahoula, Louisiana. My mother's name was Caroline Butler and my father's 

name was Lee Butler. One of my father's brothers was named Smn Butler. I 

used to be a Butler myself, but I married. My father and mother were both 

slaves. They never did any slave work. 

Father Free Raised 

~ father was free raised. The white folks raised him. I don't know 

how he became free. All that I know is that he was raised right in the 

house with the white folks and was free. His mother and father were both 

slaves. I was quite small at the time and didn't know much. They bought 

us like cattle and carried us from place to place. 

Slave Houses 

"The slaves lived in log cabins with one roam. I don't know what kind 

of house the white folks lived in. They, the colored folks, ate corn 

bread, wheat bread (they raised wheat in those times), pickled pork. They 

made the flour right on the plantation. George Harris, a white man, was 

the one who brought me out of Louisiana into this State. We traveled in 

wagons in those days. George Harris owned us in Louiaiana. 



Slave Sales 

"We were sold from George Ha~is to Ben Hickinbottam. They bought us 

then like cattle. I don't know whether it was a auction sale or a private 

sale. I am telling it as near as I know it, and I am telling the truth. 

IIickinbottam brought us to Catahoula Parish in Louisiana. Did I say Harris 

brought us? aell, Hickinbottom brought us to Louisiana. I don't know why 

they went from one place to the other like that. The soldiers were bad 

about freeing the slaves. From Catahoula Parish, Hickinbottam carried us 

to Alexandria, Louisiana, and in Alexandria, we was set free. 

How Freedom Came 

"According to my remembrance the Yankees come around and told the 

people they was free. I was in Alexandria, Louisiana. They told the 

colored folks they was free and to go and take wha~ they wanted fram the 

whi te folks. They had us all out in the yard dancing and playing. They 

sang the song: 

t~ey hung leff DaVis on a sour apple tree 
While we all go marching on. t 

It wasnft the white folks on the plantat10n that told us we was free. It was 

the soldiers their selves that came around and told us. We called 'em Yankees. 

Right Atter the War 

"Right after the War, my folks far.med--raised cotton and corn. My 

mother had died before I left Alabama. They claimed I was four years old 

when my mother died in Alabama. My father died after freedom. 

Occupation 

~ first occupation was far.ming--you know, field work. Sometimes I 

used to work around the white people too--clean house and like that. 



3. 2.1.8 

Random Opinions 

-The white tolks aintt got no reason to mistreat the colored people. 

They need us all the time. They dontt want no food unless a nigger oooks 

it. They want niggers to do all their washing and' ironing. They want 

niggers to do their sweeping and cleaning and everything around their 

houses. T.b.e niggers handle everything they wears and hands them everything 

they eat and drink. Ain't nobody can get closer to a white person than a 

colored person. If we'd a wan ted to kill 'em, theyt d a all done be.en dead. 

They ain't no reason for white people mistreating colored people." 
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Interviewer Miss Irene Robertson 
----------------~------------~---------------------

Person interviewed ________ Al~1~c~e __ Br __ a~t~t~0~n~a~Wh~e~a_t~le~y~._Ar~k~an~s~a~s~ ____ _ 

Age 56 

- - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
"I was born a few miles from Martin, Tennessee. :Mama was born in 

Virginia. She and her sister was carried off from the Witherspoon place and 

sold. She was Betty and her sister was named Addie. 

"Their mama had died and some folks said they would raise them and then 

they sold them. She said they never did know who it was that carried them 

off in a big carriage. They brought them to Nashville, Tennessee and sold 

them under a big oak tree. They was tied with a hame string to a hitching 

ring. Addie wanted to set down and couldn't. She said, 'Betty, wouldn't 

our mama cry if she could see us off like this?' Mama said they both cried 

and cried and when the man come to look at the.tll he said he would buy them. 

They felt better and quit crying. He was such a kina looking young man. 

"They lived out f~om Nashville a piece then. He took them home with 

him, on a plank across the wagon bed. He was Master Davy Fuller. He had a 

young wife and a little baby. Her name was Mistress Maude and the baby was 

Carrie. She was proud of Betty and Addie. They told her their mama died. 

Uama said she was good to them. She died the year of the surrender and 

Llaster Davy took .them all to his mother's and his papa put them out to live 

','ii th a family that worked on his place. 

"They went to see Carrie and played with her till Addie married and mama 

come close to ~~rtin to live with them. Addie took consumption and died, 

then mama ~~ried Frank Bane and he died and I was born. 

249 



2. 250 

~ pa was a white man. He was a baohelor, had a little store, and he 

overoome mama. She never did marry no more. I was her only ohUd. I don't 

remember the man but mama told me how she got tripped up and nearly died and 

for me never to let nobody trip me up that way. I sorter reoolleot the 

store. It burned down one night. We lived around over there till I was 

sixteen years old. We moved to a few miles of Corinth, Mississippi on a 

farm. Mr. Cat Medford was the manager. I got married. I married Will 

Bratton. We had a hame wedding on Sunday evening. It was cold and freezing 

and the freeze lasted over a week. Will Bratton was black as night. I had 

one little boy. After mama died Will Bratton went off with another woman. 

He come back but the place was mine. Mama left it to mae I wouldn't let 

him stay there. I let him go on where he pleased. 

"Times been growing slacker for a long time. People live,slack. Young 

folks coming on slacker and slacker every day. Don't know how to do, don't 

want to know. They get by better 'en I did. I work in the field and I 

can't hardly get by. I see folks do nothing all the ttme. Seem like they 

happy. Times is hard for some, easy for some. I want to live in the 

country like I is 'cause I belongs there. I can work and be satisfied! I 
I 

did own my hame. I reckon I still do. I got a little cow end some 

chickens." 
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Interviewer ___________________ Sa_mm;;le_l .. S_.~Ta~Z~i~o_r~ ______________ __ 

Person 1nterviewed _____ ~~~--~~~Fr~a=D=k~Br~i~l~e~a~~~~---------
817 Gross Street, Little Rock, Arkansas 

A l7ID About 82 or 83 ~w ____________ ~~ 

"1 was born right here in Arkansas. My father's name was M088S Briles. 

My mother's name was Judy BrUes. Her name befor& she was married- 1 don't 

know. They belonged to the Briles. I don't know their first name either. 

"My father was under slavery. He chopped cotton and plowed and scraped 

cotton. That is where I got my part frame He would carry two rows along at 

once. 1 was little and couldn't take care of a row by myself. I was born 

down there along the t1m9 of the War, and my father didn't live long after-

wards. He died when they was settint them all free. He was a choppin' for 

the boss man and they would set them up on blocks and sell them. I don't 

know who the ma.n. was that did the selling, but they tell me they would sell 

them and buy them. 

"1 am sick no.. My head looks like itt s go in ' to bust open. 

ttl have heard them tell about the pateroleso I didn't know them but I 

heard about them. Them and the Ku Klux was about the same thing. Neither 

one of them never did bother my folks. It was just like we now, nobody was 

'round us and there wasn't no one to bother you at all at Briles' plantation. 

Briles' plantation I can't remember exactly where it was. It was way down 

in the west part ot Arkansas. Yes, 1 was born way back south--east--way 

back. I don't know what the name of the place was but it was in Arkansas. 

I know that. I don't know nothing about that. My father and mother came 

fram Virginia, they said. My father used to drive cattle there, my mother 

said. I don't know nothin' except what they told me. 



2. 

-I learnt a little something from l'l17 tolks. I think at more things 

every time I talk to samebody~ I know one thing. '!'he woman that bossed me, 

she died. !hat was about--Lord I was a little bltty at a fellow, dldn't 

know nothin' then. She made clothes tor me. She kept me in the house all 

the time. She was a white woman. I know when 'they was sett1ng them tree. 

I was goin' down to @at a drink of water. M¥'father sald, 'Stop, you'll be 

drowned.' And I said, 'What nmst I do?' And he said, 'Go back and set down 

till I come back.' I don't know what my father was dOing or where he was 

going. There was a man-I don't know who-he come 'round and said, 'You're 

all f'ree.' My mama said, 'Thank God for that. Thank God for that. t Tha:t 

is all I know about that. 

-when I got old enough to work they put me in the woods splitting rails 

and plowing. When I grew up I scraped cotton and worked on the f'arm. That 

is where my father would come and say, 'Now, son, if' anybody asks you how 

you feel, tell them the truth.' 

"I went to school one session and then the man give down. He got sick 

and couldn't carry it no longer. His pupilS were catching up with him I 

reckon. It was time to get sick or' somethin' • 

"I never did marry. I was promised to marry a woman and she died. So 

I sald, 'Well, I w1l1 give up the ghost. I won't marry at all.' 

"I ain't able to do no work now 'capt a little plttllng here and there. 

I get a pension, Itts been cut a whole lot.-
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5. S. 181101' • 

-', 

I was onl1 three years old when peace ( 1865 ) was de

clared. I was born iD 1862. Peace was declared 1a 1865. I r ... m-

ber seeing plenty e.r men thai they said the white folks never whipped. 

I remember seeiDS plenil of mea ~t thel said bought ihelr own tree-

dome 

I remember a woman that the7 said fought with the ovel-seer 

far a whole d8J aDd stripped him naked 8S the d&7 he was borDe She 

was N aDCl ward. Bar owner was Damed Billie -'lard. He had aD overseer 

named Boper. Her husballd ran away trom the white tolb alld st&7ed 

three 7ear8. He was in the :Ba,o. in a boat and thec.;ottoa dropped lhat 

of it. He elia'" a tree and hollered for someone to tel his i-,ssier 

to oome and get him 1f he wanted him. 

)lATaR 

My father'. aaster was John !. Williams. He went into the army -- the 

rebel army .- and taken ~ father with him. I don't know how long ., 

father 8t&1ed 1n the a~ but I was only 6 moDths old .heD he d1e4. 

He had some kind of stomach t-'o\tble and died a natural death. 

KOTDR 

MY mother and father both b.longed to Joe lard ... at tirB~ 

but Ward died and his widow .arrled Williams. lr mother told me and 

nat only ~old me but sbowed me knots ae oss her shoulder where the, whipped . 
her fro. seTen iD the morD1ng until nine at mdgh~. She went into 

th 
Wa tera Dr ook. 
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s. S. Taylor 

the smoke houlse to get some meat a.nd they olosed in on her and 

shut the door and Htrung her k. by her hands ( her arm. were 

crossed and a rope run from ller Mists t) the hook in the ceil

ing on which aeat ':Jaa hung ~. There were three of them. One 

would whip until he was tir€d. and the' the other would take it 

up. 

Some yea.rs after she got tha.t whipping. ber master 'a 

child was down to the balou playing 1n the water. She told the 

ohild to atop pl8l1ns in the .a'er, and it did 18~. Instead it 

threw dirt into the water that had the bluing in It. Then she 

took the child and threw it 1n,~ the Bayou. ~ •• Some way or 

()ther the child managed to soramble out. When the child'8 aunt 

herd it from the ch: 1d, she questt oned my m')t~er ~d a ,ked her if tl 

ahe did it. ~ly mother told ,bel" "Y.~~. Then she a~1.id. "Well 

mat do you want to own 1 t for"l DOIl't lOU know if they find 1 t 

out9 they will kill you1 

HO''1 FREEDOM CAD 

My mother a.aid th~t an old whl te man came through the 

quarters on e morning qnd said that they were all free -- that 

they could '0 away or stay where they WE're or do v.hat they 

wanted to. If you wili go there. I can send you to an old man 



S • 8. ,a110l' 

8lahtl-six ,ears old who was in General SlleruD'1 anq. lie ••• 

trom Kia.ie.ipp!. I do.'tkaow where ~, was a slay,. lat _ .... 
. 

tell 70U whe. peac)a was declarEd •• d w)aat the, .aid a~ e,.el7tial ... 

BAt Ta SI.AVFS DPlCf.ID 

The ala,.,. we'" not eXPlotiq .ucla _.t they .ere upeott .. 

more than th., ,et. I am not telling ,0. anr~i .. Ire .. i. ~.

tor1but I have heard that there was a bountl in thl tr ••• ur, fer 

thl ex-ala"I., aDd th •• alone. ADd.oll. 1'la.on or otber ih"d14 • 

not pal It.ett. nt the time ... comins wbeD tb.e~ woald,., i'eft. 

ADd 8,.er7 maD or w.maD li_laa ~at waa bora a 81ay. w •• 1. -" •• tlt 

'roa it. the, s., that A~rah .. LiD •• la priaclpal17 was kl11.4 _.

oa... he was ,oins to pay this .0nll to t~. ex-Il •• ,. .ad bet.l" 

th., would peniit it tile, kille4 _1 ••. Old .aa IIllt, ... 11 ••• 

oat 111 the -.. et part at t .... ·.aa aa .... t tor ..... SeDateI' .. _ 

was 18 Washi .. to., and he ehar.e' a 41.. and , •• t 10Rr .... ... 

.,. and the plaoe wIl.n 'ot1Ye4. 
n nvx-1Iad 

!h~.l1ecl the Jr. Jr. Jr. ·'111" ...... RtF' thee 18 ., 
, ~ 

neigbbGrhoo4. there was a ~dlere. maD Wk. had at, 1 • ., 00" 1. 

The c o~ored ma_ •• lUe cOillas 1.to the 1." io ,." tile _1. t.r the 

wht i. -a.4 .Del ._. he was wort!q f.~. ft. *1 t .... Ill" Ilia 

Watere B .... a 
181' ,.l.akl Su •• ,. U\tl. Reek. Ark. ,. 
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8' I. !qlor 
w 

Th. _.,ro knocked the wbite ... down and .. aj acias ~o kill 

hi. whea the white man _ •• , •• hi. ott, tel11ns h~. taat ke "tal4 a" 
-

let anJbodl Ill •• art ~.. .. ( th •• ,,1'0) .ea\ oa ott .ad " ..... :.-

ca •• nok. 'fIlat at., tllere ... r. two hundred .1'.' Calli looJd ... . 
t.r,l lila _t 'h., didn't tlft4l hla. 

An ;'ther __ got tnto aa ar .... '. the, wot to work ucJ It .. 

• ".rteclto .. _in. 'Dl ••• po tllChlSh' tllat the, woald .'.p "or.l .. M 

.... of the ratn; 80 III .tarted hom.. !he _n h. wa. "..-s .. t •• 

•• , hi. aa ••• k ... Iti •• ere be ..... 01q. ft •• he '.ld Ili. he 

etaJtufl to hi t hta wi til the ,.t t eDel of 'he .... h. -_ ... n88. 
Th, .qro kno.ked bi .... liP, took it • ...,. trOJl al., ... dr.net 

I 

dOft aad startecl ,. kill hla .en ••• thel' ... r. kaMk~d til .... . 

u4 ...... 4 tta. white .ua'. llf,. Bttt 'Ute .ta.r 111 __ ..... 11 ••• 

kill .. hi. b .... u. 'that nish' •••• n".ti ..... k ...... , .. hill 

Be ft. hid ."''', hla tri.n4. a.tl1 he lot • oha •• to '" ....,. 

'l1a18 all ........ _tth ... a.111 ... 

There fta aaoQer .asi. !Ill •• _. ,'11'11&1 o.e.Da, ,.101'''' 

MD .... nt.d te r •• tor rl,r •• en,.t1", .f .oa. It!·... •• ad .... 

s tuap 1.».&k1_. Be 11..... on & a1 te .ra'. plao. • and the .. n.1' 

Gam., to hi .... to14 hi. he .4 'e·'ter ,et ...., b.eau .... , ... 

oom. .. attO' hi. (rao' ~ •• , )t. X. 1[.). •• '.14 )lla wit, t. " .., 

and • t., .. 1 th 1118 ltrtthlr byt ell. -.14 .'''. lie Idt 1l1 •• U ia • 

..... _ .In •• 

1114 .. lalk! Sv,._. 'Llttle ... lE , .., ..... 

i .. ~b .. ' ... I~ .... ·,..,.. ,. 
• J 



S. S !a,lor 

trllak aacl 111. rif. waa udor tae fl •• r with lila twe ohtUna. 

!lie .1 te .ell fired. lato ,the h. .... &ad Uaat 41d ." .e IUVWac. 

so ihe, tllrowed a ball of ttro tllte Qe 'la_e au IMne4 hi. wi,. 
and ohl1clr... fta .. Ia. re.a, .p .... 0_ oat of 'Ute V .. aadll.l

lere4 • "I.... .at I's 0 .. 1 .. -. aad Ita tired a 1.... .t 1mu aJa., 
aDd .. tw. ..e JI&Jl aear17 1. tw. aM raa aWQ 1a Uk •• ..,..1... !Ite 

Dut clal he .... t to tile ..... *oao place ll. It.od, ht lao '814 

him he 0 •• 14 .t, .4. all7thlD8 aHa' It. 

Aaother _ .. tile .a. .t h_ s~_ JaM _ tana ... ., 

ho. alld ... ,u% tara ....... ar Jfa&taV·., ]tlao.. .. •• 1'-.. 'Ua .... 

___ tl''' ... lana t. ~o •••• 

HI. ", .... ld .ri40 18 trent wl'Ul a .. Ul .... Jut •• 14 __ la U. 

r.al' .. lth a ld, Ill .... 1 .. 1 ...... ~r_ lila 1l1p. !bee .. ' ..... 

,er 1Ihe .ot oat aad .. e.t d ... te Ala.uclrla (Louls1_) •. Be ftO"-

~ . 
to the eftie.r. and \l1q _upt the .1 .. er &ad lMl' lata lat. tlae 

Itoeke and bro., Ili. Itaok. _4 tlle _ 11M .t, clone a th1ll8 'WItt 

naB a.,- Atter tJiat'~' work" lala wl'Ul •• _1. lloid11tll hta 

1 ... ' ... ther •• that ho ••• ,ld eal7 aka 811er" au,.. 
Do, had- an old *1 t ... DO wwk •• ave &Drl ua. vea'--' 

aia •• _aa lie r&D aa, aDd let~ ilia -it.. Thq ~ ..... 'Ute ,.. 

wh1t .. a .. ' .. lad .. *7 u •• ~ ~ 001_ •• 

It Bob m.~ a •• lI'e .&1'17.1 .... 't"'_ ,. Uae .... Jae -.1 ... k 
. 

"1Il.e cotto. 1. tIaa*,-, ad It ta ......... 14 1'& ... _ wldM 

waters It/neb 

1114 hlaaki Strut. ",u.. " ........ q .... 

'I 
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_t .. he woald let hi. al.... Blat it he .. 1d. ... .. -, Job w..w 
t.ll hi. to tat. ii to .... 01& .ere he .. ied. 1\ tak... .. .... 
~e ktDd of _ 'Ulat it 10 •••• hl. t1r.', ,. weald .f,· JIM't lid-. 

0., a18b' be .llpp,d 1lJ Oil a SlU'1' an that had 1.t, hi8 

pla •• aad kill •• hi. as h. sa' ai •• pper. I lIa4 all uat with ~l .. 

or ala .hl1dr .. *0 worker wl\1l 1l1a. •• aarrl· ... .., 7-........ 

• tt.r I waa Ir .... 

I ea. Ilia •• tJll.. The wlalte tolb 1wl • f •• eral at tile OMnIl. 

don 'Ulu.' 0., S ... .,.. • ..... ale .. aDIi , .... :&1111, .... (Wldw 

_) •• alitt .. ill a -.u arl.1 .. wltll Ua .te· •• lae ._ 

Billi., Ile J ......... _, of his ....., aM hu ... *lppd Jt.1a ..u.1 , 

1M na a..,.. All the *11 •• sa"'J" •• e'Ul.u-la-l ..... allU .. III 

Us .. ., u.1~1 .... t, ·Sla.e' Ida. .... • ••• lda.· ala.. M-

oa ... Bl111, .. _o'Ul .... _ .......... talk aMllt ... . 

1100 
I __ ,. Br1aklQ'. 4* __ ••• :.roll 4. 1_.. ... .ft ..... ,. 

Arkaa.u • .,.81.e • .., I 0 ..... peat.8ur.en ! .. real .. -. , 
tara .. 1Ih18 I wa. tUJI1... I .... ~."' hallda 1 • .,. tiel. ,. t 

plot JIll 08"_. All that ... 111 tile ~1.1. .. .... ·1 an ... , 
I ... ld .t, t. &lQ'tialJ18 a~o.t l' •• I letl. .l ... Pl- . ., , ... H 

fore ~t I rea'" fl •• ur •• of 1 ... fr_ JdII t. 



aere ('Verbal ....... ) .__ It do.. 1. oot ... _. It _ .. 80 _11 

I _de tiy. ltal •• of ~t~oa on it. •• aa. the prospeou •• re ...... 

that he went to the as 1110 furalsked _ .'appli_ aad \014 Jitia tJaat 

I Jaad agr.ed to do 1117 work GIl a 'Ullrd a1Id to\lr'UI. (oD .. Wn of U. 

• e_ and oae-teur'Ul at the cotten to .. to the .... 1' l. .. S., w. 
&1 Ul-sh It he !lad .' •• k W Ute 88ft-.' It. ....l~ •• , b ..... etc. 
'a' tttt •••• 011ars. So he dealt ••• '1 •• \hel'e • 'a' I •• , oye. 

t t •. 

Betore 'till. I Jtacl lI..pi • pl .... f \1 ... 1' 1 ... 1. ____ _ 

pariah (L •• la1aaa) ..... up.ott .. , ... t tlM .oaq ,. tlalala 

parl88 tor It. a • ., "0"''. ft. co.t 11&8 .00.00. 58 whee .. 

Pit' haDd. 111 trfI ttel., It _d •• e .... aDd I lttt. (Ir .... -_. 

Uy. 10.' ... ,. 'Jt Ili. o.,t •• 11 Ule' .... lIM pl._ 1'.) 

A't,'·Brtakl.,. I fUlled .D Jaai.e. wi til .~11 Carter .... • t tile 

1'1 ••• ' •• in .oar .. COIdI\J (~k_ .. ), .1'" .'.10 .... of 

.ork tor Carter &lid h. pa14 _ ter It. !beD- u ', .... u ... ... 

ohar •• « ••• , wltll 1'. WIle ....... t ••• 'tlo ap •••• ..u a't 

•• "1.. s. tl .. 111. he .all, '718"' •• doa-' Ite. We ~al I aald. 

-••• tipI''' d .. ·t lie ~.t .e. cl ... • \fh .. I •• 4 ~ I -"PPM 
.. , . aBel dlt .-, I.' .oareel _'11 I ft. halt wq h_. .., •• ....., 

dtd • .,ual... •• sea' t er __ t I ... lel a't ,. _0): Noaao I 
W.~.r. JlltMb 

1.14 PtIlaaki Sa-•• '_ "'U .... ,. 



S. 8. taylor 

til." ... t Ile _. do las-

At'ter that I •• nt to ft.'l.,. Arkaaaaa. aboat tl.e all_ ... , 

. or :Br1atle7. I aa4. a crop tor Gold-'.r.. _ke BeadllB ...... 14-

hl"stl agent. t-he 1'ona had told the 1dl1te loU. I ••• " •• 

acc6uat. I. I oealcl at' ,., aot1a1_ 0Ill1 Jut a little ta' _, 

04 ".ad • aDd I ,.t as aake. &. a .1&7'011'4. A'_' tlae laB .. ,..n 

of Augut. wlla I Iaa4 done laid '111 aDd e ... el'J'tll1lt8. Jake Re_ • 
• 

oaae _ aDel 'olel .. what the - .. era bad •• 1e1 ad .... he tao._ 

It ... & lie 'eo&88e I had , •• 'es\ orop •• the plaoe. 

n.. o.old'.rg .eat to P&7 .. tttt. be told. Dr. lIeaar..-rcl '0 _._ 
aDd get his a .. el. I •• 141,- Yea glye •• .., .... ,; I ,., ., ... 

, 4.".. Tn bay. DOt.lt1q to de wlth 1t.· .... I eatd tha't 7- 0 .... 

JIa.e heard a pia drop. ht la, .a .... ' 1t ,. ••• !It. I oalled 'Ute 

Doctor aJI4 p •• Ilia ilia .... , uad he r.ceipt .. _. I ae.er • ..,_ . -. 

U .... nt ••• "u. 
I ....... 'til .. 4_ to - .. I. Slo1llh Oil Dr. ...t l • place. I ... 

•• to r.nt ltat Dr. .e.l ... 14 .'" &el ..... _ aD.J~D6 aal... he 

to ..... "\cac' .. .., plaa. : •• I .Gald III t .u, 'tiler. e. I cUrt

ere •• car .... ,ook rq Vl1 ... "ok t. Brlu1., at a ooat .t t.a del 

lara. t .'qed ar ... Jld WrlulQ all the wtater. 

nil. I Wa.8 at ne.t1.,. there .. a .. " tile .... ot fill 

S.ltla who ..rrie4 the daap"er or Dr. Past.r, cirllAtat at lIr1laJ1q. 

• ew 3111 Sldth • po. whl'e V". at' .... '" t ... _1' WiU !Ia~ 
, ".\en ·~o.b 

la, ~ukl Str •• t. 1.1 t ~1. Book • Ark 

,. 
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4a'Wh'er.( ••• &11'1 •• · neD 'ftlo-.a lIearel it. Jae 1m.'eet 11. witll a 

1fi.olae.t.r. Whea that .e' oat. De"'7 waerltt an •• ..,et WIll aDd 

Ule7 •• ld 'Uaa\ he .... chalDed ft_. 11e ... fhIIb' ,. '1'1&1.. .. 
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,ot an, ira.' th ___ a .. aDd _., to 30 ... '.1' •. I , •• ., h .... aDtl 

rid Beye. or .lP' all. ,. earr1 lat. cl.th.... .Aa.~r :I1aer 'ilia

Ila4 \1Uata" t. u.ke a crop ••• lie lie let , Jaacl tile .1 .... Hat -, 

of ht- ha_k ........ 11. did at, do It. 

The wla:tcsr. I work .. at til. Gin sad m.ad saw .11.. ..., 

apr1 .. t pall. up aad IH8 to :ki •••• !ba' .... la \Ile ,ear 1101. 
I 

I ' .... a crop .. lt1a 8141 IlaD "11., Wol'll1e, ••• e:r tile Idues ' "'8 
ther.. I t.ll ahor'. G •• r,. Walker tVll18he4 what I ... 

. . 
alslD. 'lhat was 18 1'04. I weDt to JOB.boto. J bad .f •• ' son.,. 

-•• 01I8h to ,80 to l ... a~or.. aqi • II.t a • ..,le .r 401-

lara' o.er • . -, I Jar.,. DeY.r Ite •• out betore that; 80 I .P •• ' t.lat ... 

did.. .e'.~ work. 

at' get &D1thlDC t. eat. LlYe i in a Itax oar. Then I .eDt ". wuk 
"C~ . 

with the ,"tt08 Je1t-

~ 'oardias ais'r ••••• 014.d to So up". ~1~' ••• dollar8t.~ 

Mar", I iold her I oGtllcl .'t P&I her tltt ••• 401lars t_ Utat 

meath. tat .eald lte"l. next month. Slle _ .. ld at, laava \It.t _d 

8.' tile .ttleera ,. look for., ... ., 80 1 Ga.' the v-alD ... 

... t ltack to DrtBl87 alld wort .. OD Ule railroad ... 1. t1"_ t_ 
W.tera BrHb 

181.~ l'Ialaatt. Sweet. 1.1ttle lIOOk. Ark __ 
Betired lallnd __ lie!:' .,. 



0.1,1,08 Belt to tae Rook I81a84. 

I 'lo'a s gettine; aloas all right aDd I do •• ., "0" .... t .... 

the toremaD wanted ae to \Jerk 011 tlle root &ad I to14 Il1a It Usa, 
waa all he had for 118 to d~ he cou14 pq e o:~t 1»eoa"8- that .

ort the 'p'Ollud all') I ... trald Gt fall 1118 • •• aalel Ulat I was 

a good hand aDd. that. he hated to lose ... 

In Karch, t. 190'. I csa. here (J.1ttle Reek) aDtl at tln't 

roll .. oOllara". in lfleJH7."I' ..... ~a' $1.10 a 4&1 where tbe otllu .. 

were S.t1,1q from 1,.0 to tw. aDd. halt dollars. 1'1\., qui' tel' ••• 

..... aD·, I }aad to qlll t, .1'Ul thea. !hen I .-k.' ooalld till ... 

24 when I was hired at the Mouat.l. SIlo .... Sqiae up. tQ~ _,_, 

81x or elth.oftt~ • then pal.~ •• fla .. tor ~ ••• r t-.r .o.~. 

then.as .ood hauler tor aboat ~\ee. or aer. , ..... thea ,.et 
care of the 811,_t,108 w1'Ul _.-.1_ &Del oil. til ••• ,.,. 18 .... 

1'0_ au or ••••• J.-r. ut,11 I '_ ret.un. 1.-' c_trol 

of the lce h .... '00. 

y .... , ... 1. ,are J-t, ,.1,.. 'sot t. 01. AIlte-Bell • ..,.. 

Tbe, are aoias to MaV-l.ie.. tth., 8 0 t aL .. .., .t u..iz ...... 

108 eall l 1, 'tell tag aqUai... ~ cto.' t, ..... b ..,.Ulbc-~ tIlelr 

heads. The .eart 18 a C' eel ... o.'" alii it ., Ilean 1. ~l~ .. ., 

hat. 0 •• t ••• .,tlltq t.r Qet, 'f'.U 014 , .... aN _, •• ~tl ... 

• •• aare ... 1. So_ or tll_ are HI. hel,.. 
W.ter. lIrooaa 

1114 PRlaa:tl S", .... t. Little .... .Ark_u 

aetire' Ballr... wortew ,. 
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s. S. 1'&11or 

SOllOOLUO 

I aid Dot •• ~ much aOhoollng. Betwe.n 'be t1a. I.wa. old en • .,h 

togo t. 80hool aDd t!ie t1ae I ... nt t. th. tte14. t •• t a 11 ttl •• 

I would go to 80hool from July to Se,\,.lt.r. an. ala. ab •• t .lx 

.. eeke In Zan..ry. 

They had p."11. aohool ts.' It, SOIl. o~ tile peopl.. t wea' 

to a white Mil onoe. AD old white "_aD ~t there b.tor. Ilia, 

I .ent to a .'.1'0 womaJl. Old Lad1 AID'l. Llndeq. She 11 v.s her. 

nowjown on Stat. Stre.t. She i8 .... t nlnet7 ,.ara old. I ftnt 

to lube Wl111 ... (wbit.). Ourrent Lewl., A~bl. Lia ... ,. aDd A. O. 
\ 

!tertln. nel did a't pasa. lOU b1 crades then. I aot throq'h the 

tourth reader. It IOU got through, th., would 10 baok aad oarr, 

yO'1 throqh ea.la. Th" had the old 11\1. Baok Speller. I ,ot 

read, tor the tltth r.ad.r but I ,ult. I had Jue, _elUD to olpbtr. 

1 n art tbaetle, ltut I bad to quit b •• aue \he, Gould"., -par ••• 

out ot ~b. fl.1d. Ia tact thel p.' .. tnto the tle14 when I wa. 
r 

eight 7ears old. 'ut I _ .... ed ,~ go to a~ll.o1 tlDtl1 I was a'eta. 
twel'Y.,eart,i old o:r ._.tll~D8 lUre thai. I •• v.r •• t • ,.ar'. 
ach.oll .. all ,.t "'.ether. 117 .etaer •• a wid ... alltl had tt •• 

or aix ohl14reD, no •• • t the •• _1. or bi, enoup to wOl'k"8.t .. , 
" 

.t.wax olt •• t _later. She ra1s.d tlve .f us. 

It I had doae ... ah. 'told a •• I mlsht hay. been a ,OOcl aohola 

ft t.ra Bro •• 

Retire. ra1lroad .orker 



8. S. !aller 

are But I pla.1ed aroWld and a ••• weat fltt wi til tbe other ohl1'r ••• 

I learnt. Vlq afterwards when I was grown how to wi'l'. ~ .., 

name. I could lIO.':')( addltloD ancl I c.:,uld work some in JIllltlrl1oa.- -

S .. tloa. but I ooulei nt t "Work di vialoB and could flt t work •• b

traction. Come around aDJ time. speclall1 Of. Suada1 atter •• ou. 

'fa ~.r. :sr ... 

1814 :r.laskl SUe&\, Little Book, Ark ..... ,. 
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Little Rock Distriot 

FOLKLORE SUBJECTS 

Name of Interviewer ____________ V_e~l~ma~_S_am~p_l_e ______________________________ _ 

Subjeot ________ ~NE~.~G~R~O~LO~R~E~--~m~E_S~T~OR __ Y_O~F_'~C~A~SI_E __ J_O_NE_S __ B_R_~_'N __________ __ 

Stor,y - Information (If not enough spaoe on this page add page) 

Casie Jones Brown was a dearly loved Uerrro servant. He was known 

for his loving kindness toward children, both black and white. Lots of 

the white ohildren would say, "Casie sure is smart lt beCQ 11Se Casie was a 

funny a.nd witty old darkie, Casie has a log house close to his master, 

Mr. Brown. They live on what is called the Brown Plantation. The yard 

had large old cedars planted all ar04nd it. They were ~lanted almost a 

century a[.o. The plantation is about six mil~s from ~aragould, Arkansas, 

where the hills are almost mountains. There have-been four generations 

living in the old house. They have the big sand stone fireplaoes. Casie 

has a spiritual power that make s him see and hear thine:s. He says that 

sometimes he c~ hear sweet voices somewhere in his fireplace. In the 

winter time he does all of his cooking in a big black kettle with three 

legs on it, or a big iron skillet. And when he first settled there he 

did not have a stove to cook on except the f~reple.oe. IIe 56.:=1"5 the sing-

inr that comes from sO~lewhere about th(~ fireplace is c,.od having his angels 

entertain him in his lonely hours. Casie is 91 years old and has been in 

that settlement as lon[ as he can remember. 

The little white boys and ~irls like to be entertained by Casie. 

He tells them stories about the hear and peter rabbit. Also he has sub-.. -- , 
..... 

jects for them to ask questions about and he answers them in a olever way. 

He was kind enourh to let me see the list and the answers. He oannot write 

but he has little kids to write them for him. He cannot read, but they 

apDoint one to read for hiln, end he has looked at the list so much that he 

has it memorized. 

• 



CASIE JONES BROWN 
-2-

Casie, what does hat mean or use hat for a subjeot. 

"D . b h t . It d dj b b'" e pr~oe 0 your a al.n e me er 0 your run. 

Coat -- "Ef your coat tail catch afire don't wait till you kin see de 

bla ze 'fo' you put it out." 

n » 
Graveyard -- De graveyard is de oheapest boardin' house. 

Mules -- "Dar's a fam'ly ooolness 'twixt de mule an' de singJe-tree. 

Y-ad -- "It pesters a man dreadful when he git mad an' dont know who to ouss. 1t 

" Crop ~- ttBuyin' on credit is robbin' next fer's crop. 

" Christmas -- Christmas without holiday is like a oandle without a wick." 

Crawfish -- tiDe orav..i'ish in a hurry look like he tryin' to git dar yastiddy." 

Lean houn t -- It Lean ho~m' lead de paok when de rabbit in sight. It 

Snow Flakes -- "little flakes make de deepest snow." 

Whitewash "Knot in de plank will show free de whitewash." 

Yardstiok "A short yardstick is a po' thing to fight de debbul wid." 

Cotton -- "Dirt sho de quickest on de oleanes' ootton." 

Candy "De candy-pullin' din oall louder dan de log-rollin'." 

Apple "De bes' apple float on de top 0' ,iigion heaps de l1alf-bushel. It 

" De steel hoe dat laughs at de iron one is like de man dat is shamed 

0' his grand-daddy." 

t;:ule -- 'tA mule kin tote so muoh goodness in his faoe dat he don't hab 

none lef' for his hind legs." 

Its n \';alks -- ome grabble walks may lead to ,de jail. 

Cow bell -- "De cow bell oan' t keep a seoret. It 

Tree "Ripe appl as make de tree look taller." 

.i~ose "De red rose don't brag in de dark." 

Billy-goat -- "De billy-goat gits in his hardes' lioks when he looks like 

he pdne to baok out 0' de fight. n 
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Good luok -- "Tis hard for de bes' an' smartest fakes in de wul f to git 

'long widout a little teoh 0' good luok." 

B.lind horse -- IIBlind horse knows when de trough empty. n 

Wagon -- "De noise ot de wheels don't medjer de load in de wagon.' ·_ 

Hot -- "Las' 'ear's hot spell oools off mighty fast." 

Hole -- "Little hoie in your pooket is wusser'n a big one at de knee." 

" Tim ot day -- Appetite don't regerlate de time 0' day." 

Quagmire -- "De quagmire don't hang out no sign." 

Needle -- "One pusson kin th t ead a needle better than two." 

?en-- "De pint 0' de pin is de easier in' to find." 

Turnip 
u 

De green top don't medjer de prioe 0' de turnip." 

Dog -- "Muzzle on de yard dog unlocks de smokehouse." 

EQUAL TO THE EMERGENCY 

Hebe~ "Uno Isrul, mammy says, hoooume de milk so watery on top in de mornin'." 

Patriaroh: Tell you' ~ dat's de best sort 0' mi~, dat's de dew on it, 

de oows been layin' in de dew." 

Hebe:; "An'she tell me to ax you what meok it so blue·." 

Patriarch! "You ax your mammy what meck she so blaok." 

Here are some of Casie's little rhymes tlRt he entertained the 

neighbor children with: 

Look at dat possum in dat hollar log. He hidin' he know dis 

nigger eat pos sum laik a hog. . 

Hear dat hOOt' owl in dat tre.e. Dat old hoot owl gwine hoot right 

out at yew. .,. 
Rabbit, rabbit, do you know; I can traok you in de snow. 
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One young man lingdred at the gate after a long visit, but a 
II 

lots ob sweethearts do dQt. His lady love started to ory. He said, Dear, 

don't ory; I "II t " " W~ oome 0 see you ata1n. But she oried on. "Oh, darling 

don't ory so; I will oom baok ae;ain, r' sure will. "Still she cried. At 

last he said: "Love, did r not tell you that I would soon oome again to see 

you?" And through her tears. she re'9lied: IIYes, but I am a1"'raid you will 

::lever go; thapt is what is the matter with me. 'We must all go." 

Unole Joshua was onoe asked a rrea.t question. It was: "If you had 

to be blo~~ up which would you ohoose, to be blovrn up on the railroad or the 

steamboat?" n'Well," said Uncle Joshua, "r don't want to be blowed up no 

way; but if I had to be blowed up I W9u1d rather be blowed up on de railroad, 

beoause, you see, if' you is blowod up on de railroad, dar you is, but if 

you js blowed up on de stf)amboat, whar is you'l" 

Casie tells me of same of his superstitions: 

I 

If you are the first person a cat le·oks at after he has licked 

,dsself, you are f,oing to be married. 

If you out a kitten under the cover of your bed and leave it 

u!:til it crawls out by itself, it will never leave home. 

If you walk throtl[.'h !I. ple.co where e. horse '!fe.llows, yeu ,;ill have 

a. headaohe. 

If a woodpecker raps on the house, someoneis going to die. 

If an owl soreeohes, turn the pooket of your apron inside out, 

tie a knot in your apron string, and l-e will stone 

If B. rahbi t runs aoross the road in front of you, to the left, it 

:"5 e. sign oi' bad luok; if it goes to the right, it is a sigh of good luok. 

If you out a ohild's finger nails before it is a year old, it will 

steal 'when it grows up. 
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If you put your hand on tho head of a dead man, you will never 

w'Jrry about him; he will never haunt you, Bud you vrill never fear death. 

If the piotures are not turned toward the wall after e. death, 

some other member of the family will die. 

If you see 8. dead man in the mirror, you will be unl';loky the rest 

of ~'our life. 
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THE ATTAr:'K THE YANKEES .:'.1ADE ON JOHNiHE REAVES PLACE GIVEN 
BY AUNT ELCIE BROliVN 

A'Wlt Elcie Brown (a negro girl age nine years old) was liv1.ne; 

in the clay hills of Arkansas close to Centerville, and Clinton in 

Amid County on Johnnie Reeves Place. Johnnie Reeves was old and had 

a son named Henry L. Reeves Voilo wa.s married. Youn;r Reeves got the 

news that they were to be attacked by the Yan~:e es at a certain time 

and he took his family and all the best stock such as horses, cattle, 

and sheep to a cave in a. bluff which was hid from the spy-glasses of 

the Yankees, by woods all around it. Johnnie Reeves was left to be 

attacked by the soldiers. He W'lS blind and allnost paralyzed. He had 

to eat dried beef shaved real fine and the negro children fed him. 

They ate a.s much of it as he did. Aunt Eleie and her brother fed him 

most of the time. They would g:et on each s ide of him and l3ad him for 

a walk most every day. The nativQs thourht they would bluff the 501-

diers and cut the bridre int<? and thought that the soldiers would be 

unable to cross Beevers Creek, but the Yankees was ?repared. They 

had made a long bridge for t~e sblctiers to come marching right over. 

This bridge was just a mile from Reeves farm. "Uhen the soldiers 

came they were so me.ny that they could not all coroo up the big road 

but part of them carne over the hill by the sheeps spring and through 

the pasture. 
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All the negroes came out of their shacks and watched them march toward 

their houses. Eleie and her brother got scared and ran in the house, 

crawled in bed and thouEht they were hid, as they had scrutc~ed dovm in 

the middle of the bed with the door locked. But the soldiers b\~sted 

in and moved the bed from the corner. One stood over the bed and laughed, 

then asked the other ITAn to look, then threw the covers off of them. He 

first took her brother by one arm and one leg and stood him on his feet, 

patted his head and told him not to be afraid, that they would not hurt 

them. Then took Blcia and stood her up. He reached in a bar lined with 

fur which was strapped on them and gave them both a stick of candy. 

Elcie sl'lys she thinks tl1at is why she ~HlS always liked stick ce.ndy. She 

. also says that that day has steon. out to her and she can see everything 

just like it was yest~rday. All the negro homes were close together 

and the soldiers raided them in small btmches. They were kind to the 

negro chilt:'ren. 'jiben they started. to the bif: house ",mere Johnnie Reeves 

l:ived all the nerro children followed them. iihen they entered the house 

Nlr. Reeves was sittin~ by tllE) side of the fire-pIece s.nd evsl"Y one that 

?assed him kicked him brutely. They ransacked the pI ace allover and 

when they got up stairs they kicked out all the window pains and tore off 

all the window-shutters. They took all the thin[s they wanted out of the 

hause, such as silver-ware, and jewelry. The sIOOke-house, milk-house and 

store-house we.s three separate buildinrs in a row. The first one they 

entered was the milk-ho:lse. It had seven shelves of milk, cream end but-

ter in it. There was eleven croJks of sweet r:.ilk larger than a waterbucket. 

They h~d forty we.llons of butter mil~ and over three vallons of' butter in 

a larp:e fla t crock. They also had over five fallons of cream. The Yankee 

soldiers ate all the butter and cream and set the milk in the yard and ask 

the negrc kids to finish the milk. 
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They drank it like pigs without a oup, just stuck their heads down and 

drank like pirs. 'When they were full the balance of the milk was so 

dirty it looked like pigs had been in it. 

The soldiers entered the next building whL~h was the store-room 

where they stored rice, flour, sugar J coffee, and such like, B.nd they 

took what they wanted,then destroyed the rest. Mr. Reeves had just 

been to to'Vm and bought a hOfshead of sugar and they took it out and 

burst it and invited the negro children to help themselves. Elcie says 

that when the kids all go';-, full there was not a half bushel left. The 

last raid was the smoke-hol1se where stuffed sallsare was hanf"ing by the 

hundred and hmr.s by the dozens. They didn't leave a thing, took lard 

and everything-. It took over two vmfons to hold everythinG. Then 

they orossed over to. the next place owned by Bill GQ~ley. 

***~**************** 

Dr. Levy tells me of' his father being partial to the southerners 

although he lived in Evansville, Indiana, and fourht as a Yankfe. He 

was accused of being partial and they would turn over his .wag:ons and 

c~.use him trouble. ::-le had fine wagons and sometimes when he would be 

turning his wa~ons back up after them beiny turned over to oontrary him, 

he would. curse Gen. Gr8n t and ce.11 him that G. j). Old Tobacco sp i tter. 

A1 though Henry Levy seldom did swear as he was French, sometimes they 

would make hir!'l mad a.nd he would do so. 



#741 275 

Interviewer ________________ ~Sa~~~~le~l~S~.~Ta~yl~o~r~ ______________ __ 

Person interviewed l!'. H. Brown 
701 Hickory street. North Little Rock, Arkansas 

Age 75 

r 
i..- .... ,_., •. 

"I was born in Marion County, Mississippi. Columbus is the county-seat. 

My father's name was Haxard Brown, and my mother's name was Willie Brown. 

She was a Rankin before she married. My mother was born in Lawrence County, 

Mississippi, and married father there. My father was born in Tangipahoa 

Parish, Louisiana. I was born in three feet of the line in Louisiana. I was 

born in the old slave quarters. The house was just across the line between 

Mississippi and Louisiana. The lower room was in Louisiana and the other was 

in MiSSissippi. There was a three foot hall between the rooms. It was a 

matter of convenience that I was born in MiSSiSSippi. I might have been just 

as well born in Louisiana. The house was in both states. 

~ father's master was Black Bill Warren. Black Bill was just a title 

they give him. I think that his nama was Joe Warren, but they nicknamed h~ 

Black. Bill, and everybody called him that. My mother belonged to the 

Rankinses. 

~ mother's mother was named Dolly Ware. My father's mother was named 

Maria. Their papa's father was named Thomas, and I forget my mother's 

father's name. I know it but I forget it just now. I haven't thougnt over 

it for a long time. 

"yY father when he died was eighty-five years old. He was treated 

pretty good in slavery time 0 He did farm.ork. His mars had about 

ninety slaves, that is, counting children and all. When I was a boy, 
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I was in those quarters and saw them. I went back there and though it was 

some time afterward, taught in them. And later on, I preached in them, since 

I have been a preacher, of course. I have a cousin there now. He is about a 

hundred years old. He belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

"My t'ather lived to see treedom. He has been dead more than twelve 

years. He died at my home. 

"He was so close to the fighting that he could hear the guns .and the 

firing. When they was treed, some white people told him, 'You are just as 

free as we are.' I was born after the Emancipation proclamation. The proc

lamation was issued in September and I was born in October. It didn't 

became effective till January first. So I was born a slave any way you take 

it. 

"The farm lIlY' father worked on was on the Pearl River. It was very 

fertile. It was in MiSSissippi. A very big road runs beside the f~ The 

road is called the Big Road.. !he nigger quarters were across the road on the 

south side. 

"lIy mother's folks treated her nicely too. 1Ir. Rankins didn't have Bll7 

slaves bu.t Mrs. Rankins had 8ODI8 •• Her people gave them to her. My grancJma 

who belonged to her had twenty-six childreJl~ She got her start oft of the 

slaves her parents gave her, and finally she had about seventy-five. She ran 

a tarm. JIy mother's work was house woman. She worked in the house. Her mis

tress wa~ good to her. The overseer couldn't whip the niggers, except in her 

presence, so that she could see that it wasn't brutal. She didn't allow the 

women to be whipped at all. When an overseer got rough, she would tire hill. 

Slaves would run away sometimes and stay in the woods it they thought that 

they. would get a whipping tor It. But she would send word for them to CaE 

on back and they wouldn't be whlpped. .And she would keep her word about It. 



The slaves on her place were treated so good that they were called free 

niggers by the other white people. When they were whipped, they would go to 

the woods. 

ttl have heard them speak of the pa.teroles otten. They had to get a 

pass and then the pateroles wouldn't bother them. They would whip you and 

beat you if you didn't have a pass. Slavery was an awful low thing. It was 

a bad system. You had to get a pass to gp to see your wite. It you didn't , 

have that pass, they would whip you. !he pateroles carried on their work for 

a good while atter slavery was over, and the Oi vil War had ended. 

-I was pretty good when I was a boy. So I never had any trouble then. 

I was right smart size when I saw the Ku nux. They would whip men and women 

that weren't married and were living together. On the first day of January, 

they would whip men and boys that didn't have a job. They kept the Negroes 

trom voting. They would whip them.. They put up notices, 'No niggers to come 

out to the polls tomorrow.' They would run them off ot government land which 

they had homesteaded. 50met~es they would just persuade them not to vote. 

A Negro like my father, they would say to him, 'Now, BrOlin, you are too good 

to get messed up. Them other niggers t round here aiD' t worth nothing, but 

you are, and we don't want to see you get hurt. So you stay 'way from the 

polls tomorrow.' And tomorrow, my father would stay away, under the cir-

cumstances. !hey had to depend on the white people for counsel. They didn't 

know what to do themselves. The other niggers they would threaten them and 

tell them if they came out they would kill them. 

ttRight after the war t we tarmed on shares. When we made our last share-

crop, father farmed on Senator Bilbo's mother's tarm on the State line. I 

nursed Senator Bilbo when he was a baby. Theoda Bilbo. He 1s the one who 

says Negroes should be sent to A:f'rica. Then there wouldn't be nobody here 
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to raise people like h1Da. He tell into the mill pond one dq and I JW.l.ed 

him out and kept h1Jll from drowning. If it weren't tor that, he wouldn't be 

here to say, 'Send all the Negroes to Af'rica.' It I'd see him right now, 

he'd give me ten dollars. 

-..rs. Bilbo's tirst husband was a Crane. He killed himself. He didn't 

intend to. It was in a horae race. 1'he horse ran away with him and kUled 

him. Then Tb.eoda' s tather married her. He _s a poor man. Be married that 

widow and got up in the world. They had a gin mill, and a grist mill, and a 

sawmill. They got 'business trail everybody. That was Theoda's dac1d:r-old man 

Bilbo. 

-In 1870, _ stayed on Elisha IIcGhee'a tarm. We called him :nisha wt 

his name was Elijah. I began to remember thea. The next year, we tarad tor 

old man William BUbo. Blt _ didn't get along 80 _11 there because daddy 

wouldn't let anybody beat him out ot anything that was his. That was Theoda's 

gran'daddy. Then we want to (Mississippi) I41.ss Crana's. The next year abe 

married Theoda Bilbo's daddy and in 1874, my dadd:r moved up on his own place 

at Hurricane Creek~ '!'here he built a cburch and bllUt a school, and I went 

to the school on our own place. He stayed there tlll 1880. In 1880, we moved 
. , 

to Holl:r Springs. 'lhat was right atter the yellow tever epidemic. I went to 

school there at Shaw Universit:r. I stayed in that school a good whUe. It's 

called Bust College now. It's named atter the Secretary ot the JTeedman's 

Aid Society. Bust was the greatest donor and they named the school atter 

him. I went to the state school in my last year because they would give :rou 

a llfetime certificate when you finished there. I mean a lifetime teachins 

certificate for Mississippi. I finished the course and got the certif

icate. There is the diploma up there Oll the wall. 1. H. Henderson was the 

princi~ and he ft8 one ot my teachers too. HendersOll _s a wonderf'ul. man. 



5. 279 

y~ know he died out here in the county hospital sometime ago. Sometime I'll 

tell y~ all about him. He was a remarkable man. He taught there behind 

Highgate, a Northern maD. I'll tell you all about him sometime. 

"I farmed with my father in the early part of my lit80 When I went to 

Holly Springs in 1881, I worked tor Dr. T. J. Malone, a banker there, and a 

big farmer-President of the Holly Springs Bank. I worked for him mornings 

and evenings and slept at home of nights. I would work in vacation times too 

at whatever I could find to do till I got about able to teach. When I first 

coomenced to teach, I taught in several counties-Lincoln, Simpson, Pike, 

Marion (the place I went to school), and Copiah. I bull t the school at 

Lawrence County. I organized the Folsom High School there. It was named 

after President Cleveland's wife. I taught there nine years. I married 

there. JIy w1te's name was Narcis88 Davis. She was a teacher and graduated 

from the same school I did. She lived in Calhoun County. She died in 1896, 

in Conway. 

"I taught school at Conway in J'aulkner County t and joined the ministry 

as a local preacher, in 1896. I moved trom there to White County and taught 

in Searcy one term. Taught at Beebe ten years. Married again in 1898--.Annie 

Day. I taught at Beebe and lived in White County. Then I bought me a home 

at Higginson, and went into the ministry solely. I left Higginson and taught 

and pastored seven years at Des Arc. I know practically everybody in Des 

Arc. I was thinking today about writing Brick Williams. He is the son of 

old man Williams, the one you know I think. Then I come to what 1s called 

Sixteen Section three miles tram Galloway and taught there seven years and 

pastored. I presided too as Elder some ot those years--North L1 ttle Rock 

District. Then I went back and pastored there and taught at West Point, Arkan

sas tour years. Then I pastored at Prescott and was on the Magnolia District 



as Presiding Elder two years. Then I presided over the North Little Rock 

District again. Pastored St. LukB Circuit in southwest part ot Arkansas 

below Washington. Then I built a church at Jonesboro. I pastored twenty

nine years altogether, built five churches, and have been responsible for 

five hundred conversions. 
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WI think the prospects of the country and the race are good. I don't 

see much dark days ahead. It is just a new era. You are doing s~th1Dg 

right now I never saw done before in my life. Even when they had the census, 

I didn't see any colored people taking it. 

~I don't get any assistance in the for.m of money tram the government. I 

have been trying to get it rut I can't. Looks like they cut off a lot of 

them and can't reach it. Won't let me teach school. Say I am too old tor 

VlPA teachingo Superannuate me in the church, and say I'm too old to preach, 

and still I haven't gotten anything from my church since last January. I @Bt 

some commodities from the state. I belong to the C. M. E. Church. I have 

lived in this community twenty-five years.-

Interviewer's Comment 

Hanging on the wall was the old man's diploma tram the Mississippi State 

Normal School tor colored persons. It was dated May 50, 1888, and it bore 

the signatures ot J. R. Preston, State SUperintendent; B. D. 1I1.ller, CountY' 

SUperintendent (both members of the Board of Directors); J. H. Hend~rson. 

Principal; Narcissa Hill and Maria Rabb, faoul ty members. 
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Person interviewed~ __ ~~----~--~Ge~o~r~m~e~Br--o~w.n~.~~~~-------
Route 4, Box 159, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Age 84 

1714 

- - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ 

"Yes'm, I was born in slavery times. I was born in 1854. How old does 

that leave me? 

"No ma' am, I wasn t t born in Arkansas, born in Alabama. 

"Jim Hart was my white folks. Good to me? I'd rather let that alone. 

Plenty to eat? I'll have to let that alone too. I used to say my old missis 

was 'Hell a mile.' Her name was Sarah. She was a Williams but she married 

Jim Hart. They had about a hundred and seventy head) little and big together, 

"Me? I was a servant at the house. I didn't do any field work till 

after surrender. 

·Some women was pretty mean and old miss was one of 'em. 

-You'll get the truth now--I ain't told you halfo 

WWe lived in Marengo County. The Tombigbee River divided it and Sumter 

County. The War didn't get down that far. It just got as tar as Mobile. 

·Oh yes'm, I knowed they was a war gwine on. I'd be waitln' on the 

table and I'd hear the white tolks talkio'. I ~ouldntt keep all 1 heard. 

"1 know I heard 'em say General Grant went up in a balloon and counted 

all the horses and mules they had in Vicksburg. 

"1 seen them gunboats gwine down the Tombigbee River. And I seen a 

string of cotton bales as long as trom here to there floatin' down the river 

to Mobile. 1 reckon they was gettin' it away from the Yankees. You see we 

was a hundred and fifty miles north of MObile. 
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"I wish you'd a caught me with my mind runnin t that way. I could open 

your eyes. 

"They had a overseer named Sothern. One Sunday my ~ slipped off and 

went to church. Some of 'em told Sothern and he told Miss Sarah. And she 

had mammy called out and they had a strop 'bout as lTide as my hand and had 

holes in it, and they started whippin' her. I was runnin' around there with 

my shirt tail full of bricks and I was chunkin' 'em at that overseer. He 

would a caught me and whipped me too but Tom Kelly--that was old miss' son-

in-law-said, t A calf' loves the cow,' so he wouldn't let old miss whip me .. 

ItI come away from Alabama in '75. I lived in Tallulah. Louisiana eight 

years and the rest of the time I been here in Arkansas. 

"I've farmed most of the time. I owned one farm, forty-nine acres, but 

my boy got into trouble and I had to sell it. 

"Then I've been a engineer in saWIlllls and at gins. I used to be a round 

p~--I could work any ~lace. 
, 

"Me? Vote? No, I never did believe in votin'. I couldn't see no senae 

in it. They was mobbin' and killin' too much for George Brown. I was a 

preacher--Baptist. I was a ordained preacher. I could marry 'em. Oh Lord, 

I ain tOt preached in a long time. I got so I couldn t t stand on my feet. 

"I been in the Church of God sixty-one years. Never been in any lawsuit 

or anything like that in my life.. I always tried to keep out of' trouble. 

"I 'member one time I come nearest to gettin' drowned in the Tombigbee 

River. We boys was in washin' and we got to divin' and I div where it wa~ 

too deep. When I come up, look like a world of water. A boy in a skift 

come and broke right to me. I reckon I was unconscious, I didn't know what. 

But them boys wasn't unconscious. 
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"I think the yo~r @Bneration is mighty bad. There's soma exceptions 

but the @enaral run is bad. I've seen the time you could go to a white man 

and he would help you but these young white folks, they turn from you." 



Interviewer Bernice Bowden 
----~~-----------

Person interviewed J. N. Brown 
--~3~5=OO~W·e~s~t~7~t~h--A-v-e. 

Age 79 Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Occupation Sells peanuts from wagon 

- - - -' - - ~ ~ - - - - - - ~ ~ - ~ ~ - - ~ ~ ~ - - - - ~ -
"Yes'm, I was livin' in slavery times - musta been - I 

was born in 1858, near Natchez, Mississippi - in town. 

"Old Daniel Virdin was my first master. I can halfway 

remember him. Oh Lord, I remember that shootinl. Used to clap 

my hands - called it foolishness. We kids didn't know no better. 

"I was in Camden, Arkansas when we was freed. Colored 

folks in them days was sold and run. My father was in Camden 

when we got free - he was sold. ~y mother was sold too. 

"I heared em say they had a good master and mistis. Man 

what bought em was named Brown. They runned us to Texas durin' 

the war and then come back here to Camden. 

"I never went to school. I was the oldest chile my fath

er had out a sixteen and I had to work. We had a kinda hard time. 

I stayed in Camden till I was eighteen and then I runned off from 

my folks and went to Texas. Times was so tight in Arkansas, and 

a cattleman come there and said they'd give me twenty-five dollars 

a month in Texas. I thought that would beat just something to 

eat. I been workin' for the white folks and just gettin' a little 

grub and not makin' any money. 

"In Texas I worked for some good white folks. John Worth 

BeIll1et was the man who owned the ranch. I stayed there seven 



years and saved my money. I was just nacher1y a good nigger. 

That was in Hopkins County, Texas. 
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"I've got a good memory. That's all I got to study bout 

is how to take care of the situation. I was livin' there in that 

country in 1882, fore the Spanish-American War~ 

HI come back here to Arkansas in 1900. My father was 

named Nelson Brown. He preached. My mother's name was Sally 

Brown. 

frLong in that time we tried to vote but we didn't know 

'zactly what we was doin. I think I voted once or twice, but if 

a man can't read or write and have to have somebody make out his 

ticket, he don't know what he's votin', so I just quit tryin' to 

vote. 

"Now about this younger generation, you've asked me a ques

tion it's hard for me to answer. With all these nineteenth cen

tury niggers, the more education they got, the bigger crooks they 

is. 

"We colored people are livin' under the law, but we don't 

make no laws. You take a one-armed man and he can't do what a 

two-armed man can. The colored man in the south is a one-armed 

man, but of course the colored man can't get along without the 

white folks. But I've lived in this world long enough to know 

what the cause is - I know why the colored man is a one-armed man." 



~; "~I , • '''''''{"'' 
r(..J,~, ..... .F' ~ ~t.J: 

Interviewer Mrs. Bernice Bowden 
----------------~--------------------------

Person interviewed Lewis Brown 
--~~~--~----~----~--------------708 Oak Street, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Age 83 

"Yes'm my name is Brown - Lewis Brown. Yes'm I lived durin' 

slavery times. I \iaS born in 1854. 

"I been workin' this mornin'. I been diggin' up the ground to 

bed up same onions. No I don't work every day. Sometimes I teel 

ailin' -- don't teel like doin' nothin'. 

ItI wasn't big enough to 'member 'bout the war. All I 'member 

is seein' the soldiers retirin' from the war. They come by my old 

master's plantation. The Yankees was in tront -- they was the 

horse backers. Then came the wagons and then the southern soldiers 

camin' along in droves. 

ttl was born in Arkansas. My mother and father belonged to Dr. 

Jordan. He was the biggest slaveholder in Arkansas. He was called 

the 'Nigger Ruler'. If the overseer couldn't make a slave behave. 

the old doctor went out with a gun and shot him. When the slaves on 

other plantations couldn't be ruled, they was sold to Dr. Jordan and 

he ruled 'em or killed 'em. 

ItI don't 'member much else 'bout my old master but I 'member my 

old mistress. The last crop she made before freed~t she had two 

plantations with overseers on 'em and on one plantation they didntt 'low 

no kind a slave 'cept South Carl1nans. But on the other plantation the 

slaves came trom different places. 
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1tAtter the war we went to Texas and I 'member my old mistress 

came down there to get her old colored folks to came back to Arkansas. 

Lots of tem went back with her. She oalled herself givin' '~a home. 

I don't know what she paid -- I never heard a breath of that but she 

hoped 'em to gat back. I didn't go -- I stayed in Texas and growed up 

and married there and then came back to Arkansas in 1882. 

"Oh yes'm -- the Ku Klux was plentiful after peace. They went 

about robbin' people. 

"Same of the colored tolks thought they was better oft when they 

was slaves. They was the ones that had good masters. Some of the 

masters didn't 'low the overseers to 'buke the slaves and some wouldn't 

have overseers. 

"I never did vote for no President, just for home officers. I 

don't know what to say 'bout not letting the colored folks vote now. 

They have to pay taxes and 'spenses and I think they ought to have 

something to say 'bout things. 

" 'How did you lose your arm?' It was shot off. I got into a 

~gwment with a fellow what owed me twenty-four dollars. He decided 

to pay me off that way. That was when I was 'bout seventy. He's 

dead now. 

"I think the people is more wickeder now. The devil got more 

chances than he used to have and the people can't do right if they 

want to." 



Name ot 1nterT1ewr )(rae Bernice Bowden 

Su.bjec"t Humorous 'faleB ot Slave" para 

Story .. Information (If not enough space on this page, add pap) 

ttl was born in 1854 and ' co' sa I wasn't big enough to work 

much in slavery times, but one thing I did do and that was to tote 

watermelons tor the overseer and pile 'em on the porCh. 

ItI 'member he said it we dropped one and broke it, we t d have to 

stop right there and eat the whole thing. I know I broke one on 

purpose 80 I could eat it and I 'member he made me scrape the rind 

and drink the juice. I know I eat till I was tired of that wate~ 

malone 

ItADd then there waB a lake old master told us to stay out ot. 

It he caught you in itt he'd take you by the shirt collar and your 

heals and throw you back in. 

ItI know he nearly drowned me once.-

'this infomation g1 van b1 Lewia Bro1m () 

Place ot residence 808 •• Eighth. Pine Blutt. Arkan ... 

Occupation Retired mdnister ~ 84 
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FOLKLORE aTBJECTS 

Name ot interviewer Mrs. Bernice Bowden 

Subject Child Rearm, Customs ot Early Days 

Story - MOrIna t ion (If not enough space on this page, add page) 

-In them days, folks raised one 

another's chillun. It a child was at your 

house and misbehaved, you wh1pped him and 

sent him home and his mother give him another 

wh1ppin'. 

-And you better .as?! 'spute your parents1-

This information given by Lena Brown ( 

Place of residence 802 •• Eighth. Pine Blutt. Arlaffi&aa 

Occupation None I retired minister Age 84 



Circumstances of Interview 

STATi::--Al'kansas 

riLlE OF VJORKE£t--Samuel S. Taylor 

ADDRESS--Little Rock. Arkansas 

DATE--December. 1938 

SUBJECT--Ex-sla ve 

1721 
FORM A 290 

1. Na~ and addre ss of informant--Lewis Brown, 2100 Pu.laski street. 1i ttle Rock 

2. Date and time of intervi.ew--

3. Place of interview--2100 Pu.laski Stree t, Little Rock, Arkansas 

4. Name and address of person, if any, who put you in touch with informant--

5. Name and aidress of person, if any, accompar,ying you--

6. Description of room, house, au rroundings, etc.--
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Personal History of Informant 

STATE--Arkansas 

NAME OF NORKEB.--Samuel S. Taylor 

ADDRESS--Little Rock, Arkansas 

DATE--December, 1938 

SUBJECT--Ex-slave 

[,A.ME ,A;:D AD.JEE.3S OF I.NJ!'O':::~,ilil~T--Lewis Brown, 2100 Pulaski street, Little Rock. 

1 •. Ancestry-father, Lewis Bronson; mother,:::illie Bronson. 

2. Place and date of birth-Born April 14, 1855 in Kemper County, Mississippi. 

3. Family--Five children. 

4. Places lived in, with dates-- Lived in Mis sissippi until the eighties, then 

moved to Helena, Arkansas. IiIoved from Helena to Little Rock, 

5. Educat ion, with date s--

6. Occupations and accomplishments, wi th dates--Farming. 

7. Special. skills aim interests--

B. Community and religious activities--Belongs to Baptist Church. 

9. Description of infonnant--

10. Uther points gained in interview--Facts concerning child life, status of 

colored. girls, patrollers, marriage and sex relationships, churches and arouse-

ment s. 



Text of Interview (Unedited) 

STATE--Arkansas 

NA1rE OF WORKER--Samuel S. Taylor 

ADDRESS--Little Rock, Arkansas 

DATE--December, 1938 

3UBJECT--Ex-slave 

1'121 
FORM C • 292. 

NAME AND ADDliESS OF INFOIGlI1J1!T--Lewis Bro\m, 2100 Pulaski Street, Littl e Rock. 

* * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * *** * * 

"I was born in 1855, APril 14, in Kemper County, 11ississippi, close to 

.iieridian. I drove gin wagons in the time of the war in a horse-power gin. 

I carried matches and candles do ~"n to weigh cott on wi th in 51 avery times. 

"They had. to pick cotton ti 11 dark. They had to tote thei r weight hun-

dred pounds, two pounds, whatever it was down io the we ighing place and they 

had to we igh it. Whatever you lacked of having your weight, you would get a 

lick for. On down till they called us out for the war, that '';Jas the.'.Jay it 

was. They were goin' to give my brother fifty la.3hes but trey come and took 

him to the army, and. they didn't git to whip him. 

"My father ',.as Lewis 15ronson. He come from South Carolina. i.'f;f mother 

waS stole. The sfe..;u.li..ltol':$ stole n(;l' and ihey l)l'ought her to Kemper County, 

Mississippi, and sold her. My mother's name was Idllie. J/1y father's o,·ner 

was Elijah I.icCoy. Old Elijah McCOy was the owner, but they didn't take his 

name. They went back to the old standard mark after the si.lrrender. They 

went back to the people where they come from, and they changed their nacres 

they chang€d off 0 f them old names. !:LCCOyS was my maste rs, but mJi fa ther went 

back to tre n~ of thE: people way back over in there in South Carolina, where 

he come from. I do nt t know not bin 'bOU.t them. He was the father of nine chi 1-

dren. He had two wives. One of than he had nine by, and the other one he had 

none by. so he went back to the one he had the nine children by. 
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Ea.rly Life 

ttl was ten years old when war was ended. I had to carry ma.tches and 

candles to the cotton pickers. It 1A<)uld be too dark for th em to we igh up. 

The.v couldn't see. They had tasks and the.v would be picking till 1 ate to 

git their tasks done. Matches and candles come from the big house, and I 

had to bring it down to them. That wa.s tlAO years before the war. 

nI wasn't big enough to do nothing else, only drive to the gin. I 

drove horse-power to the gin.--drove mules to the gin. I would dri ve the 

cows out to the pasture too. The milk women would milk them. Lawd, I could 

not do no milking. I was too small. The milk women would milk them and I 

would drive the cows one way and the calves another so that they couldn't 

mix. And at night I would go git them and they 'MJuld milk them again. The 

milk women milked them. What VlJuld I know bout milkin. 

"I never did any playin', 'cept plain marbles and gain' in swimmin'. 

Schooling 

"The Ythi te girls ani boys learned us our A-B-C's after the war. They 

had a free school in Kemper COunty there. My children I learnt them myself 

or bad it done~ You couldn't hardly ever find one in Kemper Country that 

could spell and go on. They didn't have no time for that. Some few of them 

learned their A-B-C's before the war. But that is all. They learned what 

they learned after the war in the free goverIlllEllt schools mostly. They would 

not do nothin' to you if they cwght you leamin' in slave time. Sometimes 

the '.Vlite children would teach you your A-B-C's. 

sta.tus of COlored Girls 

"They had mighty mean ways in that country. They would catch young col

ored girls and whip them and make them do what they wanted. There wasn't but 

29J 
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one mean one on our place. He was ordered to go to war and he didn't; so they. 

pressed him. He was the ona that promised my brother a whipping. He left like 

this IIDrning and come back a. week from today dead. The rest of them was pretty 

good. The mean one was Elijah. 

Master's Sons 

"Old man McCoy had four sons: Elijah, that was the merm one, Redder, 

Nelson, Cl83. 

Pa.trollers 

ttSometimes the pateroles would do tre devil with you if they caught you 

out without a pass. You could go anywhere you pleased if you had a pass. But 

if you didn't have a pass, the,y'd give you the devil. 

Marriage and sex Relationships 

"You could have one wife over here and another one over there if you 

wanted to. My daddy had t'ioO women. And he quit the one that didn't have no 

children. People weren't no more 'n dogs then daj'S ,--weren't as much as dogs. 

Motrer and Father's Work 

"In slavery time, my father worked at the field. Plowed and hoed am 

made cotton and corn -- what else was he goin' t.o do. J(y mother was a cook. 

Sustenance 

"My master fed us EIld clothed us and gi va us something to eat. Some of 

them was hell a mile. Some of 1hem was all kinds of ways. Our people was goai. 

One of them was !man. 

Father's Brother 

".My father's brother belonged to Elijah. I had an auntie over in there 

too. I don't know what become of them all. They were all in Kemper county, 

11i8sis sippi. 
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Churches 

"The white people had churches in slavery times just like they have now. 

The white pa:>ple would have service one a month. But like these street cars. 

'lbli te people would be at the front and co lored would fill up back. They'll 

quit that after a while. Sometimes the,y would have church in the morning for 

the white folks and church in the evening for the colored. They would baptize 

you just like they would anybody else. 

ItPll tall you what was done in slave time. They'd sing and pray. The 

whi te folks would take you to tbe creek and baptize you like anybody else. 

"Somet imes the s laves would be off and have prayer meetirlZ's of the ir own--

[lothing bu t co lored people th ere. They soon fJJ tout uh that. 

"Sometimes they would turn ,'). tu b or pot dOwn. Tha t wo uld be '[men they 

were making a lot of fuss and didn't want to bother nObody. The ¥hite people 

wouldn't be against the meeting. But they wouldn't want to be disturbed. If 

you wanted 10 sing at night and didn't want nobody to he ax it, you co uld just 

take an old wash pot and t urn it down-leave a little s IRce for the air, ani 

nobody could hear it. 

Amus emen t 

"The grown folks did.n't have much amusement in They had 

banjo, fiddle, melodian. and things like that. There wasn't no baseball in 

those days. I never seed none. They could dance all they wanted to their way. 

They dareed the dotillions and. the waltzes and. brea.kdown steps, all such as that. 

Pick banjo I U-umphl They would give corn huskins; they would go and shuck corn 

and shuck so much. Get through shucking. trey ';\QuId give J"ou dinner. Sometimes 

big rich white people would give dances out in the yard a.nd look at their way 

of dancing. and doing. Violin players would be colored. 
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"Have cotton pickirlg too sometimes at night, moonshiney nights. That's 

when they'd give the cot1i.on pickings. Say you didn't have many hands. Then 

they'd go ani SEnd you one hand from this place and one from that place. l\nd 

so on. Your friends would do all that for you. Between 'em they'd gi t up a 

big bunch of hands. Then they'd give the cotton picking, and git your field 

clared up. They'd give you something to eat and v.hiskey to drink. 

How Freedom Came 

"Notice was given to my father that he was free. White people in that 

country gi ve it to him. I don't know what t.hey said 1:0 my father. Then the 

last gwn was fired. I don't know \~ere peace was declared. Notice come how 

that everybody was free. Told my daddy, 'You're just as free as I am. t Some 

went back to their daddy's name. Some went back to the:ir master's name •. My 

daddy went back to his 0 ld lllI. st er 's name. 

Right after the War 

"First year after the war, they planted a crop. Didn't raise no cotton 

during the war, from the time the war started t ill it 8lded, they didn't raise 

no ootton. 

"After the war, they give the colored people corn and co tton, one-third 

and one-fourth. They \1Ould haul a load of it up during the war I mean, during 

the time before the war, am give it to the colored people. 

"They had two crops. No cotton in the time of the war, nothing but corn 

and peas and potatoes and so on. All tha t wen t to the white people. But they 

divided it. They give all so much rouDi. Had a bin for the white and a biL for 

the colored. The next yea r they commenced v.d th the third and fo l).l't:t business-

third of the cotton and fourth of the corn. You could have all the peanuts you 

wanted. You could sell your com but they would only give you fifty cents for 

it -- fifty cents a bushel. 
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"My father farmed and sharecropped for a while after the war. He 

changed from his master's place the second year and went on another place. 

Re fa.rmed all his life. He ra.i sed all his children and got wore out and 

pore. He died in Kemper County, Mississippi. All his children and everything 

was raised there. 

Life Since the War 

"I came to Arkansas in the eighties. COme to Helena. I did carpenter 

and farm work in Helena. I ma.de three crops J one for Phil M:l.ddox, two with 

Mis. Hobbs. I come from Helena here. 

"I married in Mississ'ippi in Roland FOrks, sixty miles this side of 

Vicksburg. I had two loys and three gir,ls. Two girls diEtd in Helena. One 

died in Roland FOrks before I come in Helena. Nary one of the boys didn't 

die. 

"I don't do no work now. This rhewnatism 'a got me down. I call that 

age. If I could \\Ork, I couldn't git nothing worth while. These niggers here 

won't ray you nothing they promise you. My boy's got me to feed a.s long as I 

live row. I did a ba.tch of work for the color,ed people round here in the 

spring of the year and I ain't got no lOOney for it yit. 

"I belong to the Mount Zion :Baptist Church; I reckon I do. I got down 

sick so I couldn't go and I don't know Yihether they turned me OUT OR NO. I 

tell you, people don't care nothin about you when you get old or stricken down. 

Th.ey pretend they do J but they don't. My mind is good and I got just a.s much 

ambition as I ever had. But I don't have the strength. 

I haven't got 1:u t a ffNI more days to lag round in this world. When you 

get old and stricken, nobody cares, children nor nobody else. 
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IA~errleW8r ____________ ~I! __ .. _·_Se __ ll_1a .. _C_._._l_l_l._r ____________ __ 

--------------------~----------------------------~----------------------

-I •• bO:rJl 1a Borth Carolina and C~ South with ., white tolka. 

!'hey .. tryiq to Sit 01l~ ot the war and run right into it. II:r 

_ther died when I ftS a 'baby'. 1 dOll' t remember rq IlOther ~at 18 ... t 

alaklM.J=I.iiil~l;g.R •••• _=_-=~ •• I;+. + no more thaD. you do. 1 len Jq 1Ih1 'te tona. When I 

_a~yeara old, we lived out 1J1 the'· countr,. ".rb.eY''' willing to keep 

_ but aner the -.r they waa so poor. '!'he ,irla to14 _ it I ooald c .. 

to to'IID. and tind work I had better do 1~. '1'1ro ot tlla coile uarlJ to toa 

with _. !ha7 told me I .. trea to c~ to towa and l1ve with ne 
colored tolia. I diu' t know what It DlNJlt to be tree. I _8 jUlt .. 

tree as I wanted to be with rq whi t~ folk.. When I got to to'IID. I at~1i 
, ~ 

wi th Jour aWlt _while than aha unt me 

white sirl who lived with them, like oae ot the taa1ly, learned _ h01t to 

cook and iron. I kne. how to .ah. 
-I don't k11o. 8D1th1DS about the preaent generation. I ain't beea 

able to pt out tor the lan year or two. I thiDk I broke Jq toot, tor 

I had to go on crutches _ lons t_. 
'"!he *1 te tolka &11f81'8 mDC bu.t I don't know what theY' 8UD&. I 

didn't paJ no tentlon to It than.-
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b:t;.l"Tl._r_· ___ .... __ ..;;;!! ............. IreiiiOo·,;;ii .. ___ Bo_be~ .... """" .... -__.. __ -_---

Person 1a~."1e_4~ __ -· =!FT~. ~BrG~~-=a.' ...:Cl.=:. =are~~n4=OJl~.uM:~!5~.~!=!'=s=-__ -

.Ap Bora ill 1860 

-- - - - - - - - - ~ - - ~ - - - ~ - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - --

sold aad bruni .1aT811 clliclren to Or7stal 8pr1ncs. !'.be,. ... sold '0 lfr. 
JlmkU .. ll. I _a bora there. QrandJlla was born 1n V1r&1n1a. Bar .ok .. _ 

cut all to pl •• es where ahe had been beat by her _swr. Both ot them ... 

whooPld. Be _ a hostler and blaclatmlth. 

80 her 

_tar thought sue ahe .. harrell. lie sold her to !aylors. Here C~ 

'long .leven ohU4re".. _lor aold ta-. J.ner :rreadcna aha had. aaotUr. 

Be ... h.r oDllaat bor. !hat .. 80 tunD7 to hear her tell It. I D8ver 

not long aso at Qarpendal.. laaataslppl. I sot the lett.r two .. eks ago. 

Blt. aha had be ... dead. &. uUe 'tore' ther wr~t ~o~. Her xuu. .. s Jua" 
K1nJ' £IS U.... She dlb't haft no children. 

.-
pu.t her 1a a trader yard 1D. V1rginla. She wa. crylq ana A7II, '!aD_ 
back to rq _.' .AD old WOJI&ll aald, 'You are up to be 8014.' 

~ .. -Jun" Balen, h.r slater, _ taklDg her lmaban4 8OI8th.1ng in the tlel'" 
.. 

!hey tooled her ._,. rr_ her t1ft l1ttl. ohildren. , 
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-Siaoe trH4_ ~ people tr1.' 'to ateal Jq M-. &be •••• ~ ... 

rwmer and could ctance~ !he,. wanta .. to aka __ ,. out o~ her. !be1' .ould 

bet on her ra.... .At Lamet School the1' took .bout thlrty-slx chU4ren ott 

1a wagona. .eTer oOGld pt 'traee otthaa. Bever seen nor heard o~ a 0Jl8 

o~ 1;haa _1».. !hat _ 1a thi. nate at Ierne" School year. ago .1Mt _bee 

treed .. 

-I was born durlDg the War soon .ner "'1' )lunkilwll took ... 0'9'81'. 

-
hundred 18ara ·014. She teld _ all I mo. aboat real olden t_ .. 

aI J~n looks. oa 1Jl '. __ at at this 70QDS geuratlo.. !hay 1. happy 
~ -

all rlgh"_ !Dea not hard 'tor tha. gllh lUll _11 a. they ...... !De. haft 

changed a .1sh" sinoe I was born in thl. wor14 ancl atl11 chuslng. a..ts._ 

It __ like tbeyare all r1sh". Ag'1JL times 1. toup on old 'tolks lite _. 

!hl. 1s all 1n the Bibla-abollt tbe tu.s and. tolb ohaapD,.-
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Interviewer ________________ =Ml~s=s_=Ire~n;e~R~o~be=r_lIt~s~o;n~ ____________ __ 

Person interviewed _________ Ma __ t~ti_e~B~ro __ wn~._B_e_l_e~na~!_Ar __ k_8_m_sa-=s~ ____ ___ 

Age '15 

~ - - -- -- - - - -- -- - - - - ~ - - ~ -- - ~ - - ~ - - - - - ~ - - -
WI heard mother say t iDle and ag'in I was a year and two months old t~e 

year 'of the surrender. I was born in Montgomery, Alabama. Mother was a 

milker and a house waman. ~ather died when I was a baby. Mother never 

married. There was three of us to raise. I'm the youngest. 

·Sister was the regalar little n~r88 girl for mother's mistress. I 

don't recollect her name. The baby was sickly and fretful. My sister set 

and rocked that baby all night long in a homemade cradle. Mother said ahe' d 

nod and go on. Mother thought she was too young to have to do that way. 

Mother stole her away the first year of the Oivil War and let her go with 

some acquaintarLces of hers. They was colored folks. Mother said she had 

good owners. They was so good it didn't seem like slavery. The plantation 

belong to the woman. He was a preacher. He rode a circuit and was gone. 

They had a colored overseer or foreman like. She wanted a overseer just to 

be said she had one but he never agreed to it. He was a good man. 

~other said over in sight on a joining far.m the overseers whooped 

somebody every day and more than that sanet1mes. She said some of the white 

men overseers was cruel. 

~other quilted tor people and washed and ironed to raise us. After 

freedom mother sent for ~ sister. I don't recollect this but mother said 

when she heard of freedom she took me in her arms and lett. The first I can 

recollect she was cooking tor soldiers at the camps at Montgomery, Alabama. 



i'hey bad several cooka. We lived in our own house and mother washed and 

ironed tor them same too. !hey paid her wall tor her work. 
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-I recollect some ot tbe good eating. We had big white rice and big 

soda crackers and the best meat I ever 8t. It was pickled pork. It was 

preserved in brine and shipped to the soldiers in hogneads (barrels). We 

lived there till mother died and I can recollect that much. When mother 

died we had a hard time. I look back now and don't see how we made it 

througn. We washed and ironed mostly and had a mighty little bit to eat and 

nearly nothing to wear. It was hard times tor us three chUdren. I was the 

baby child. My brother hired out When he could. We s~ok together t111 we 

all married ott.-



. 
Intervlewer ______ M1~s~s __ I~r~en_e~R_o~b~e_r~t~s~o~n~ __ __ 

r.::, 

Person Interviewed ______ M_o_I~I~l~B_r~o~wn~ ____ _ 

Age 90 or over B~inkle:y, Ark. 
[. 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - --
One morning early I (Irene Robertson) got off the bus and 

started up Main street. I hadn't gone far before I notioed a 

small form of a woman. She wore menls heavy shoes, an old dark 

dress and a large fringed woolen shawli the fringe was well gone 

and the shawl, once black, was now brown with age. I passed her 

and looked back into her face. I saw she was a Negro, dark brown. 

Her face was small with unusually nice features for a woman of 

her race. She carried a slick, knotted, heavy walking stick - a 

very nice-looking one. On the other arm was a rectangular split 

basket with wires run through for a handle and wrapped with a 

dirty white rag to keep the wire from cutting into her hand or 

arm. 

I stopped and said, "Auntie, could you direct me to Molly 

Brown,' s hous e?" 

"I'm her," she replied. 

»Well, I want to go home with you." 

mwhat you want to go out there for?" 

If I want you to tell me about times when you were'a girl," 

I said. 

"lIm not going home yet. I got to get s ome thin , for dinner." 

"Well, you go aheaq and I'll follow along." 

"Very well," she said. 
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I window shopped outside, and I noticed she had a box of 

candy, but it was a 25¢ box and had been opened, so I thought it 

may be nearly anything just put in the box. The next store sbe 

went into was a nice-looking meat market and grocery combined. 

I followed in behind her. A nice-looking middle-aged man gave 

her a bundle that was large enough to hold a 50¢meat roast. It 

was neatly tied, and the wrapping paper was white, I observed. 

She thanked him. She turned to me and said, "Give me a nickel." 

I said, til don't have one." Then I said teasingly, "Why 

you think I have a ntckel?" 

She said, "You look like it." 

I opened my purse and gave her a dime. She went over to 

the bread and picked up a loaf or two, feeling it. The same man 

said, "Let that alone." 

The old woman slowly went on out. I was amazed at his scold

ing. Then he said to me, "She begs up and down this street every 

day, cold or hot, rain or shine, and 'I have to watch her from the 

time she enters that door till she leaves. I give her scrap meat," 

he added. 

"How old is she?" 

"She was about fifty years old sixty years ago when she came 

to Brinkley. She is close to a hundred years. People say she has 

been here since soon after the town started." He remarked, "She 

won't spend that dime you gave her." 

"Vie 11 , I wll1 go tell her what to buy with it," I replied. 

I hurried out lest I loose her. She had gained time on me 

and was crossing the Cotton Belt Ry. tracks. I caught up with 

her before she went into a small country grocery store on #70 



highway. She had passed several Negro stores, restaurants, etc. 

"I want a nickel's worth of meal, please, sir. n 

I said, "Auntie, buy a dime's worth of meal." 

"I don't want but a nickel's worth." The man handed it to 

her to put in the basket. tlGive me a piece candy." The merohant 

gave her a nice hard stick. She broke it half in to and offered 

me a pieoe. 

I said, "No, th.ank you, Auntie." She really.wanted me to 

have it, but I refused it. 

She blowed her nose on her soiled old white underskirt. 

She wor.med and went on out. 

I asked the merchant "Howald is she?" 

"Bless her heart, I expect she is ninety years old or more. 

I give her some hard oandy every time she oomes in here. I give 

her a lot of things. She spends her money with me." 

Then I asked if she drew an Old Age Pension. 

He said, til think she does, but· that is about 30¢ and it 

runs out before she gets another one. She begs a great deal." 

. I lagged behind. The way she made her way aoross the Broad

way of America made me scringe. I crossed and oaught up with her 

as she turned off to a path between a garage and blaoksmith shop. 

I said, "Auntie, let me take your basket. 1t She refused me. 

I said, t'May I carry your meal or your meat?" 

"1 donlt know you," she said shortly. 

A jolly man at the side of the garage heard me. I said, 

"I'm all right, am 1 not" to the man. 

He said, ItAunt Molly, let her help you home. She is all 
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right, I'm sure." 

I followed the path ahead of her. When we turned off 

across a grassy mesa the old woman said, trHere,tI and handed over 

her basket. I carried it. When we got to her house across a 

section of hay land at least a mile from town, she said, "Push 

that door open and go to the fire." 

An old Negro man, not her husband and no relation, got a 

very respectable rocking chair for me. He had a good fire in 

the fireplace. The old woman sat on a tall footstool. Shewas 

so cold. 

She said, t'Bring me some water, please. n 

A young yellow boy stepped out and gave her a cup of water. 

She drank it all. She put the meat bones and~rap meat on the 

coals in an iron pot in some water. She had the boy scald the 

meal, sprinkle salt in it and add a little cold water to it. He 

put it in an iron pan and put a heavy iron lid over it. The ket

tle was iron. The boy set it aside and put the bread on hot em-

bers. She Bat down and said, ~Ifm hungry. 

I said, "Auntie, what have you in that box?" 

She reached to her basket, untied some coins from the corner 

of the soiled rag - three pennies and a nickel. She untied her 

ragged hose - she wore two pairs - tied above the knee with a 

string, and slipped the money to the foot and in her heavy shoes. 

It looked safe. Then the old Negro man came in with an armfUll 

of scrub wood and plaoed it by -the fireplace on the floor. 

He said, "The Government sent me here to live and take care 

of Aunt Mol17. She been sick. I build her fires, and me and that 

boy wait on her." 
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I asked, 'IIs the boy kin?tf 

He said, "Norm., she's all alone." 

He went away and the boy went away. The old woman called 

them and offered them candy. She had twelve hard pieces of 

whitish, stale chocolate candy in the box. The boy refused and 

went away, but the old man took three pieces. I observed it well, 

when she passed it to me, for worms. I refused it. It seemed 

free from bugs though. She ate greedily and the old man went away. 

We were alone and she was warm. She talked freely till the 

old Negro man returned at one o'clock for dinner. Notwith

standing the fact the meal hadn't been sifted and the meat not 

washed, it looked so brown and nice in two pones and the meat 

smelled so good I left hurriedly before I weakened, for I was 

getting hungry from the aroma. 

"I was born at Edgefield County, South Carolina, and lived 

there till after 1 married. It 

"Did you have a wedding?" 

"I sure did." 

"Tell me about it." 

"I married at home, at night, had a supper, had a nice 

dance." 

"You did?" 

"1 did." 

flDid a colored man marry you?" 

"Colored preacher - Jim Woods." 

"Did he say the ceremony?" 

tlHe read it out of a little book." 



"Did you have a nice supper?" 

"Course I did I Wh1 te folks helped fix my weddin' supper. 

Had turkey, chickens, baked shoat, pies and cake- a table piled 

up ~lll. Mama helped cook it. It was all cooked on fireplace. 

ttHow were you dressed?" 

"Dressed like folks dressed to marry." 

ttHow was that?" 

ttl wore three or four starched underskirts trinnned in ruf

fles and a white dress over em. I wore a long lacy vail of net." 

"Did you go away?" 
, 

til lived close to my rna and always lived close bout her. 

I was called a first class lady then." 

"You were." 

"My parents name Tempy Harris and Albert Harris. She was 

a cook. He was a farmer. They had five children. The reason I 

come to Arkansas was cause brother Albert and Caroline come here 

and kept writin' for us to come. My 'folks belong to the Harrises. 

I donlt know nothinl, bout em - been too long - and I never fooled 

round their houses. Some my folks belong to the Joneses. They 

kinfolks of the Harrises. 

"No, I never saw no one sold nor hung neither. 

"Remember grandpa. His daddy was a white man. His wife was 

a black woman. Mama was a brown woman like I is. 

"I ain't had narry child. My mother died here in this house. 

Way me an my husband paid for the house, he farmed for Jim Black 

and Mr. Gunn. I cooked for Jim Woodfin. Then I run a roomin' house 

till four years ago. Four years ago I went to South Carolina to 

see my auntie. Her name Julia. They all had more In I had. She'd 
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dead now. All of em dead bout it. She was a light woman - Julia. 

Her pa was a white man; her rna a light woman. Julia considered 

wealthy. 

"1 don't know no thin , bout freedom. I seen the soldiers. 

I seen both kinds. The white folks was good to us. We stayed on. 

Then we went to Albany, Georgia. We lived there a long time -

lived in Florida a long time, then come here. 
-

"The Joneses and Harrises had two or three families all I 

know. They didn't have no big sight of land. They was good to 

us. I picked up chips, put em in the boxes. Picked em up in my 

dress, course; I fetched up water. We had rocked wells and 

springs, too. We lived with man named Holman in Georgia. We 

farmed. I used to be called a smart woman, till I done got not 

able. My grandpa was a white man; mama's pa. 

tlWhat 1 been doin' from 1864 - 1937? What ain't I doneJ 

F'armin', I told you. Buildin' fences was common. Feedin' hogs, 

milkinl cows, churnin'. We raised hogs and cows and kept some

thin' to eat at home. I knit sox. I spin. I never weaved. 

Folks wore clothes then. They don't wear none now. Pieced quilts. 

Could I sew? Course I didl Got a machine there now. (pointed to 

an old one.) 

"I never seen no Ku Klux. I hid if they was about. I 

sure did hear bout em. They didn't never come on our place. 

ItI told you I never knowed when freedom come on. 

"! went to school in South Carolina. I went a little four 

or five years. I could read, spell, cipher on a slate. Course 

I learned to write. Course I got whoopins; got a heap Of whoopins. 

People tended to chi1dern then. What kind books did we have? I 
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read and spelled out of the Blue Back Speller. We had numbers 

on our slates. The teacher set us copies. We wrote with soap

stone. Some teachers white and some colored. 

ttWell, course I got a Bible. (disgusted at the question). 

I go to church and preachin' every Sunday. Yes, ma'am, now. 

"I don't study votin'. I don't vote. (disgusted). I rec-

kon my husband and pa did vote. I ain't voted. 

"Course I go to town. I go to keep from gettin' hungry. 

liMe and this old man get demodities and I get some money. 

"I told you I don't bother young folks business. I thought 

I told you I don't. If I young I could raise somethin' at home 

that the reason I go hungry. I give down. I know I do get hun

gry. 

frOne thing I didn't tell you. I made tallow candles when 

I was a young woman. 

If I don't know no thin , bout that Civil War." 
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Interviewer Kiss Irene Hobertso. 
------------------~~~~~~~---------------

PersoD interviewed ________ Pe __ t_e_r~Br __ o .. ~.~B_e_le_na_· ~! __ JrMk~a=~~s~a=. ________ _ 

Age 8& 

~ ~ - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - ~ - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - --
-I was born on the Woodlawn place. It was owned b,.. David and Ann Hunt. 

I was born a slave bo,... Yaster Hunt had two sons and one girl. BiS1' and 

IUnbar was the bo,..s' names. Annie was the girl's name. 

"My parents' ll8lIl8S was lane and .1l11am BroD. Papa said he was a 

li ttle shirt tail boy when the stars tell. Grandma Sota and Grandpa Peter 

Bane lived on the same place. I'm ll8Dl8d after him. JIy papa come trcm 

Tennessee 1;0 Mississippi. I never heard ma say whera she come trem. 

tI)(y remembrance ot slavery is not at tall tavorable. I heard the 

master and overseers .hooping the slaves b'tors da,... They had stakes tixed 

in the ground and tied tham down on their stomachs stretched out and the,.. 

beat them with a bull whoop (cowhide woven)., . They would break the blisters 

on them with white oak paddles that had holes in it so it would suck. The,.. 

be sayiq, t Oh prq, master.' He' d say, 'Better pray ter ,..ourselt.' I 

heard that going on when I was a chUd mom1llg atter morning. I wasn't big 

enough to go to the tield. I d1dn' t have a hard time then. Me. had to work 

when she waSll t table. Pa. stole her out and 0118 night a small panther 

smelled th_ and co. on a log up over where they slept in a canebrake. Pa 

killed it with a bo.e lm1te. )fa had a bab,.. out there in the canebrake. Pa 

had stole her out. They went back and the,.. never made her work DO aore. 

She was a tast breeder; she had three sets ot twins. They told h~ it 

he would st.,.. out ot the woods they wouldn't make her work no more, 
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take care ot her chUdren. '!heY' prlzed tast breeders. '!'heY' would come to 

see her and brlng her things then. She had. ten Children, three pairs ot 

twins. Jonas and Sota, Peter and Allce, Isaac and 1acob. 

"When I was tifteeD. years old, mother sald, 'Peter, you are tltteen 

year. old to4Q'; Y'ou was bon Karch 1, 1852.' She told .. that two or three 

times and I kept up_wid It. I am glad I dld; she dled right atter that • 

... and pa et diDD8r, well as could be. Took cholera, was d~ad at 

twelve o'clock that nlght. It was OD. YOnd.,. Ike aDd Jake took It. !hey 

got over It. I walted on the 11ttle thlngs. ODe ot thea sald, 'Pater, 1'. 

llungry'. t I brol1ed aome meat, made a ash cake and put the .at in where I 

split the aan cake. He et it and went to sleep. He started mendlng. 

Slater come and got the chlldren and took thea to Lake Provldence. I tell 111 

the baads the.ot aaaa oruel'people. !hey had a doctor Daa84 Dr. Colaman 

came to Me ma aDCl pe. He said, 'Don't eat no frult, no veptan ••• t lie 

sald, 'Bat..at and bread.' I et green plu.a and peaehea like a boy tlt1een 

,.ears old then would .do. I Dever dld have cholera. 1. boY' tlfte.n 78ara 014 

dldn't kno .. as DIIlch as boY'a 40 now that.... !he _ater dled b'tore the 

cholera dl.eaae CODl8 011. We had mC?vecl :tram the hU! place to a place 1D til. 

bott<IU. It _a on the .... place. Bone ot hls tamll,. bad cholera Nt 

nelghbor. had 1t. • burled .. and pa on the nelp.bor'a place. .e ha4 Jd.Jl 

tolks 011 the Barris place. Whlle .. was at the graveJBrt word oa. to dl. 

t .. o or three more 81"&ft8. 

"ster' a houae was sot on tire, the IIIIOlaIhouae aptlecl, the ala burDecl 

1 
and the cotton. !he .u ...... clroft out ot the lot. 1'hat tuned _ q' in' 

the Y8Dkee.. W. helped ral .. 'that .... t theyatole. '!'he,. l.n u. to .'tarft 

and ted th.ir tat .. 1ft. on what •• our l1vlq. I do not ball • .,. in pu1;. 

" 
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of alaftr,-. i'.b.a" lIhoop1q ... cruel. but I know that the white man helpetl 

the slaft in ways. 'lb.e alaves .... worked too hard. lien was BO better thlm 

.7 owner had two tine black horaes J1IUD8 Hlght ud Shade. Clem _8 • 

whlte drlftr. We lived cloae to nat where they had horae racea. Be told 

Clem to get )light reaq to win S0JD8 money. Be told Clem not to let nobOclJ" 

haye their hand on the horae. Clsa slept iB the stable with the hor"~ 

!rhey had three horae a on the traok. They made three rouada. Nlght 108t 

three times, but on Yrlday Kight came in and won the monel"_ He made t.o or 

three thousand dollars and pald Clem... - I D.eyer heard how DIlch. 

-Some _B COJDa to our houae aearch1Ds tor araa. We ha4 a cheat. They 

threw th1Dgs windiDg. Said it ft. :f'reedam. We dldn't thiBk JEoh ot suoh 

treedca. Had to take It. We dldn't have BO arms in the hOl188. We never 

Men tree 11.me8 and didn't know what to look tor nohow. We never felt t1mas 

as good. Ie moved to the bottoms and I loat rq parents. 

-I teU in the baD4a ot sama ~an people. They worked me on the frozen 

ground barefooted. 117 teet troatbl t. I wore a shirt dress and a britches 

leg cap on Jq head and ear8. I had BO shoes, no underwear. I slept OIl a 

bed made in the corner ot a room call.. a bwIk. It had bagging OYer straw 
v'-' . 

and I covered 1f1 th baggiq. Jlmt .JUl,. (J'ull.) and. Uncle llass Harria c ... 

tor _. 818ter brought rq horae pa left tor _. !'be7 took _ trOll th_ 

tolka to IRQ' at )Ir. W. C. Willter8. He was 8004 to 118. He give _ finT 

dollar8 and ted lII8 and ., hor_. Be g1 ve me good clothe8 and a houae 1B. 

h18 yard. I was hv.agry. Be tattened 118 and my hor .. both. 
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"'!hey 'b1"eke the Xu nux up by Pltt1as grapeviDas aero sa the roads. I 

know about· that. I never .. en 0" of them in my life. 

~ection days years goae by was big ttmes. I dld vote. I vote' 

regular a long t1mB. !he last President I voted tor was Wll80n. 

-I farmed and worked on steamboats on the Misalssippi Biver. I ... 

what they called rousterbout. I loaded and unloaded freight. I worked on 

the Choctaw. lane White, 18.te .Adams. and o'tb.erlittle boats a fe. 4aya at a 

tiDe. late .Adams burnt at lloou Lan41J1C. I stopped off here at Relena tor 

Chriatmaa. Some people got drownect and a.. 'burned· to death. The -.d clerk 

got lost. He went in and got two bags of ailver I1Oney, put them 1a hi. 

pocket •• The stave plank broke and he nnt down and never c~ up. He .. 

at the shore nearly but nobed,. mew he had that sUver in Ilis poetet.. & 

never COll8 up and he iroDed. People .. en hia SO in but U.e ethers 81NIl 

out. He never a .. up. ft.ey Ilia .. d him and found hia dead and the two bap 

of sUver. I was due to be on there but I wanted to spend Christmaa with 

gran .... a.n4 JIl3' wife. '!he Choataw carriec1 ten thousu4 bales ot aottoll at 

tt.s. I workec1 at the 011 JD1ll sixt ... or, · .. Tent .. n year.. I ni&ht 

watched oa the transter tanty-two year.. I cae to Helena when I was 

thirty years old. I'. eighty-su now. !he worst thinS I ever done ... 

drink .niskey same. I done quit it. I have asthma. !he doctors 8aJ 

whiskey i. bad on that disea... I don't tetoll it now. 

-I think the present generation 1s cr&Z7. I wlab I ha4 the chance 

they have now. !'he present times is gett1a& better. I ask the lord to 

spare me to be one hUDdred years old. I'm strong in the tat the I PbT 

every day_ He will open the w81'_ 1'he times have chanpc1 in my life.-

.,. 
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Interviewer ~S8 Irene Robertson 

------------~~----------~---------------
Person interviewed-:-_-..;;.;,;1:::1:::1:,::i:Bm::::...;Br::;:::;.;:o;.;;1IJ1;::.a • ...;Ha=Z8=n:;,l!1,..::;J:r;.;;kan;::;;:;;;Ba=s;....._ 

Age 67 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I was born in Virginia but I was born atter slavery. I heard my 

folks talk a heap about oldern times. The way I coma here was Dr. 

Hill brought bout 75 families down to Mississippi to work on farms. 

I come to Deer Creek close to Sunflower, Mississippi. I lived there 

11 years and I drifted to ArkanBaB~ 

I don't remember if they was in any uprisings or not. If they 

was ~ rebellion eept the big rebellion I don't recall it. MY 

whole families was in de heat of the war. 
• 

My mother and father's owner was john Smith. I recollects 

hearin them talk bout h~ well as if it was yesterday - we worked on 

Melowell place close to Petersburg, Virginia when I was little. Then 

I worked for Miss Bessie and Mr. john Stewart last fore I come with 

Dr. Hill. I had lived up there but he came and settled down in Ylss-

issippi. 

The first place I worked on in Arkansas was the John Reeds bout 

3 miles from Danville. I stayed there 3 years. My folks stayed on 

there but I rambled to L1ttle Rock. I worked with Mr. L. C. Merrill. 

I milked cows and cut grass, fed cows. He has a automobile company in 

Little Rock now. I farmed bout all my life. Now I don't own nothing. 

I stays at my daughters. I been married twice. Both my wives dead. 



The times change so JIl11ch I don't know whether theY' any better or 

not. The black race ain't never had nuthin - same few gets a little 

~hea~ay once in a while. 

I used to vote some - didn't care nuthin bout it much. Bever 

seed no good come of it. Heap ot them vote tickets like somebody 

tell em or don't know how dey vote. 

The young generations better oft than the old folks now. The 

things change so fast I don't know how they w11l get by. 
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\ 
IDterv1e .. r~~_j ______________ s.. __ ~I_el __ S~ ... ~~az~1~o_r~ ______________ _ 

Person 1nten1ewed W1111_ Br01lJl 
--------~~~~--~~~~~--~---------409 •• 'l'wenty-fttth Street 

Age 78 Horth L1 ttle Bock, Arkansas 

Itl was born in Arkansas in Croas County at the toot ot Crowley's Ridge 

on the eaat side ot the Ridge and just about twel ve miles :trOll Old Wi tta-

burg, on May 3, 1861. 1 got the date treD my mother. She kept dates by 

the old tamily Bible. 1 don't know where abe got her leamiDs. She had a 

knowledge ot reading. I am about her sixth child. She was the mother ot 

th1rteen. 

IIJq mother's master was named Bill Neely. Her IIdstress waa named lias 

"Iq mother was one ot the laadins plow hands on Bill Neely's ta1'!ll. 

She had a old lIDlle :named J"ane. When the Yankees would come dOD, Bill 

Neely and all his friends would leave hClll8. They would leave when they 

would hear the c8lUlon, because they said that meant the Yankees were cOIling. 

When Neely went away, he would carry my mother to do his cooking. 

ItShe would leave the children there and carry just the baby when she 

went. Old Aunt Malinda--ahe wasn't our aunt; she was just an old lady we 

called Aunt Malinda who cooked for the kitchen--would cook tor ua while she 

was gone. When the Yankees had paased through, my mother and the master 

would all come be.ck. 

"My original name was not Br01lJl. It was Pope. 1 became Brown. atter 

the War was over. I moved on the old Barnes' farm. When the soldiers were 

mustered out in the end ot the War, a lot of soldiers worked on that place. 



i~ 318 

Peter :sto.. u. old colore4 .0141er .. atere' oat tr_ llaphl.~ _t ., _t.r' 
courte4 her. u.4 manle' Qr. ..lll tile other chU4rea 'that .. re born to ur 

_re oalle' Broa, ad the people oalle' her :ana. aa4 juat oalle4 all tM 

other ohUdren BroD too. 1nclud1q _. a4 I jan let 1t 10 th.at war. 

~t rq 'lather ...... Ba.rr18OJl Pope_ Be dled 111 ihe Contederate UJI;J OIl' 
tiLere a .. 1Iherea aroud IJ. "le Bock. Be had nolatea .~ of the .s.11~ 

, 

law., and the7 PIt hla III that th1Jl& the,. W to pal. thea 'b7 • .p4 .... 

he ls burled. I 1Iould to Qocl I 41" You tao. 1Ihea tl\e- Sou1;UrA araie. 

Wllt aloJl& the,. carried co10r,4 atevedores to do the work tor tMae 

PatroUers 
< 

-I _. little fellow ill the time ot the paterole •• It ~ al. .... 

want .. to go out 1U'Q1IIut:re. tiLey had to pt a pan an4 ~.1' hacl to lie back 

at a certaiJL t1me. It the,. d1dn't pt baok, lt 1Iould be __ ldlI4 of 

pudam.Jlt. !'he paterole •••• m1ghi7 bad tbips_ u they capt yoa 

when J'DU ... ft out 1I1thout a pau, the,. 1Ioul~ whip J'OU uaerol1Ul.l7. 8lL4 U 

10U are wi too la,e the,. 1ICRUd 1Ih1p 7Oll. Wherever colore4 people ba4 • 

gathenq, t!lea pate"l •• would be there loold.n& ... to .e lt the,. cCRllcl 

t1D4 1Ill7b047 without • paM. It ~J 414 tid D7Mcly ~at coulc1n't ahow a 

pua, they wulcl take h1a rlght out ad whlp h1ll then and theft. 

-I la10w tlle Iil nux _at h .... __ 1a 11M betore ~ War be .... I 

rill_bel' the ._b ... 1Ihea I .. a little bl t ot a teUow. !he,. .. a pla. 
r 

out 'there on Crowle,.' a B1. the,. u. to -, at. !he,. tried. to ... .. 

1IIpreaaioJl that tlle,. .oal4 be 014 Cat.__ 80141.1'. that ha4 ... kUl.a 



in the battle ot Shiloh, and they used to ride down trcm the Ridge holler1n&, 

'Ohl Lordy, :L.ordy, Lord"l' They would have on those old unU'orma and would 

call tor water. And they would have some way ot pouring the water down 1n 

a bag or something underneath their unitorms so that it would look like they 

could drink tour or ti ve gallons. 

-One night when they come galloping down on their horses hollering 

'Ohl Lordy, Lordy' like they used to, some Yankee soldiers stationed 

nearby tied ropes acrosa the road and killed about twenty-tive ot the 

horaes and broke legs and arms ot about ten or titteen. They never used 

the ridge any more atter that. 

Parents 

"My tather's master was Shep Pope and his wite was named Julia Pope. 

I can't remember where my tather was born but my mother _s born 1n 

'l\1acalooaa County, Alabama. I don't know the names ot my grandfather and 

granmaother on either slde. 

Slave Houses 

"The old slave house was a log house bu1lt out ot hewed logs. The 

logs were sc811'\8d on each s ide to g1 ve it the appearance ot a box house. 

And they said the logs would tit together better, too. They would chink up 

the cracks with grass and dirt--what they called 'dob'. That is what they 

called chinking to keep the wind and rain out. 

-I was born in a one-room hut with a clapboard room on one side tor 

the kitchen and storeroom. They would go out in the woods and spllt 

out the clapboards. MY mother had eight ot we children in that rOaD at one 

time. 



FurnIture 

-As to turn1ture, well, we had benches for chairs. They were made out 

ot punching tour holes in a board and putting sticks in there tor legs. 

That is what we sat on. Tables generally were nailed up with two legs out 

and with the wall to support the other side. The beds were made in a corner 

with one leg out and the two walls supporting the other sides. They called 

that bed the t Georgia Horse'. We had an old cupboard made up ina corner. 

Food 

-Food was generally kept in the old <npboard my mother had. When she 

had too much tor the CIlpboard, she put it in an old chiat. 

Right Atter the War 

-~ mother had eight children to teed. Atter the emancipation she had 

to hustle tor all ot th~ She would go up to work--pick cotton, pull corn, 

or what not, and when she came home at night she had an old dog she called 

'Ooldy' • She would go out and say, 'Ooldy, Ooldy, put him up. • .And a 

little later, we would hear Ooldy bark and she would go out and Ooldy would 

have something treed. .b.d she -at+ld take whatever he had-- f POSSWll, coon, 

or what not--and she would cook it, and we would have it for breakfast the 

next morning. 

~other used to go out on neighboring farms and they would give her 

the scraps when they killed hogs and 80 on. One night she 1I8S cOming hC1118 

with same meat when she was attacked by wolves. Old Ooldy was along and a 

little yellow dog. The dogs fought the wolves and While they were fIghting, 

ahe slipped haDe. Next morning old Ooldy ahowed up cut almost in two where 

the wolves had bitten him. We bandaged him up and took care ot him. 

\ 
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Aa4 U 11 ft4 tor ... or "1'8 7H1'-. !h.e 11ttle ,.11_ 408 neftr 414 ... 

u» ao _1'8.""_ • .-14 tb .. the -1 ...... t ha .. kUle4 aD4 .. t •• , 

Schoollq 

-I pa" 1a aboat OM aonth sohooling .... n I .. a boy about sSX or 

-
to a subserlptlon .chool a te. mil •• below Pones' Clty. Later I .. nt .ok 

aD4 took the ..,..SnatlOll lJ1 Cro •• CountyaJUt pu .. ' lt, ant tausht t01: • 

1881'. I lOt the bulk ot 7q .ducatlon DY l_p licht rea41q. 1,._ 4_ 

... nucl71n1 la other p].ao ..... thrM -rear. 1a Shorter Coll •• 'where I SO' 

the decree. ot B. D. and D. D. at the ace ot tlft,.-tlY8. I haft p1:eaehec1 

tollo .... tan l D I ~ 117 earl,. clap. When I tint 1IIIftie4 Ill' ure, .. 
tu.4 there tor tea or _11'8 year. betore I entered. the a1n1su,-. I 

ha ....... anled tlft:r-ae'f8ll T'tU •• 

ot ..nlap. ., wite _ ~ .. ~ BUell a""ba. She •• ,rr. 1&1.4.,.. 

1I1 •• 1aalppl. !he,. _YeCl :rr. ma.l .. 1p»1 abou, tlle wlAta1' ot 1880 ad tile,. 

made eae erop 1a ArkaD .. a .to:N~ - .urled. ..,. a"oppe4 1& our e_",. 
, 

8:D.4 atta"4 our ehurch. I _t he" ia *'~. '!he ..,a' 1"aarkable 

thiDa .. a ihat 4uriaS the t_ I - aoqua1ate4 Wi til liar oar putor be ... 

ia.paeltate ea .. I toot oharp ot the chUNll. I ru a reTtftl and. ... _ 

eon .... n.4 4ur1qthe reTlval •• t ahe jo1u4 the C. M. K. Chu1'ell. I Hl_ 

to tlae A. L I. 



·8la1'e·w •• 

-I ri.a)eJ' 117 _t~J' ~ the oh1lclrea tr_ the BUl "'17 pl •• 

to the Po,. pl.... ftat satur4ar eTelluganer we .. ' ~ere. there ... 

doag ... ala .... t~c1eJ'.. !'he,. had. 111 th th_ as I re.alter a.e ten OJ' 

twelve b.,.. an' girl. and .cae 014 tolks that _re able. to .oft. !he,. hat 

th.. ohabet. I aaked Dl1 mother what the,. .ere goine to clo .i th th_ .. 4 

ahe sai4 theY' were earry1Dg thea to :Louisiana. to .orle OIl a can. rua. ODe 

bo,. crle4 a 10'. !he nen momag theY' pllt tho .. alayea in the rea4 uul 

bOTe thea towa '0 W1 tt_._ the ..... aa ,.OU would dr1Y8 a drOft ot oattle • 

• 1tt.~1 ... where th.,. aausbt the ~oat to go 40wn to Louiai.... !hat ... 

the ben aoc1e ot trawl 111 those daJa. 

Op1a1ou 

Daaoorat. an4 Bepllbll .... i. about pl..,.d oat. 

-If 1Ir. BOOMTelt is e1eetM tor a third te •• I th1Dk .. will SO illto 

a diatatorahip just aa ... 1a, Ge1"llall,., u.4' ltel,. haye alreatl7 tOIle. I 

thiDk we are nearer to that no. tbaa we haye eYer beea betore. I 40 a..-

th1Dt that :Mr. Boo.eftlt will become a dictator, but. I 40 bell ..... ~t Jlls 

be1ll1 .le.".a a th1r4 tiM 11111 oau_ 8aJ11.8 Olle 81_ to bee .. dictator. _ 

op1.1li_ i8 that he is nei tller DaIIocrat nor BeplbllcaJl. 

-Our ,.oUBS people are adYallo1ne troll a literary point ot n •• , lNt I 

claill that the,. are 1081ng out along moral 11M.. I don't balley. that _ 

ftlu. morals a. _11 as the people 414 ,.ears &SO who diu t t bo. so • __ 

I bell • ..,. that th. whole nation, wh1 te an4 blaok, 18 lo.iDa aoral .MR1 .. ~ 
-

!he,. 40 not thiDk 1 t 1s be.cl to leUl a ma, take another .. '. Wita .. n' a 

buk, or ~llf.q el... fta7 cJa ... n~ the church •• l»7' ouqS.aa UTUlIaa 



iaM •• ehUell •. "IN 1 •• e .... :pl'" ..... CUatftla .... ewl'1tll1aa 

e1. an .. I .. "0 the ~ .. 

-It 1Ir. B ........ 1' 1 •. no" welecte4 .pin, the ooun"l7 1. colas te Jaaw 

one of the blo041eat wua it has ."'1' ha4 beoau __ haTe 8. maQ' Buropt. 

4oouln.. o_la. ta"o the Un te4 State.. I ha.,. been 11 T1a& .. .,.n"""1." 
,ear.; 04 I ""'1' tho up" that I would 11ve ~o .. e the 4q .. a .. 

1O'1'e1'D8nt would re •• h O\\t a4 talca 1lol4 ot 1Jhi ,. like lt hal 4 .. ..... 

VA, tlw BU., .. the _0.' u4 o~ Work .. 10 iDS oa t04a7. .. are h .. .. 

tor OJ . qal_ 84 _ are IOtas to pt 1a a 1»l00tJr..... !hen .. hlm.UeU 

of _ pinS 'road who belle.... 1a .... 'Dla bu." *0 4oa'" _" 1" to be 

mOD DOW.-
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;Age J.bout 8O? 

- - ~ - ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ 

"I was born in Decatur t TeJlll.essee. Mother was sold on the block at 

publio auotion in st. Louis. Master Bob Young bought a boy and a -girl. My' 

father was a full-blood Irishman. His na.me was Lassiter. She didn't have 

no more children by him. He was hired help on Bob Young's plaoe. 

"Bob YoUllg had one thousand five .hundred aores of land. He had 

several fams. Li ttle HUI and Creek farms. They had a rook walk hom the 

kitchen to the house. I slept in a little trunnel bed under my mother's 

mistress t bed, The bed was oorded and had a crank. '!'hey used no slats.1n 

them days. We called Kaster Bob Youngt s wite Miss Nippy; her name was 

Per/nel/i/py. They was good old people. His boys was rough. They drunk 

and wasted the property. 

"'!'he white folks had feather beds and the slaves had grass beds~ Wetd 

pull grass and cure it. It made a' good bed. tiss Nippy le$.l"Jlt us to work. 

I mow how to do near 'bout anything now. She kept an ash hopper dripp!nB 

all the time. We made all our soap and lye hominy by the washpots tull. 

Mother oooked and washed and kept house. She took the lead w1d the house

work. Miss Nippy ride off when she got ready. Mother went right on wid 

the work. I took care of the chickens and took the cows to the pasture. I 

helped to wash clothes. I stood on a block to turn meat. We had a ,briok 

stove and a grill to fry meat on. We had good clothes and good to eat. 

Atter I was grown ltd go baok to see Mias Nippy. She raised _. She say, 



'I thought so much of your mama. I love you. I. hope you It va a long 

time.' llama had a hard time and Mias .Ntpp1' knowd all about it. 

-..uteI' Bob Young bought mother he went back and bought Aunt Sarah. 
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They &rOwed up together. They could dance with a glass ot water on their 

heads and never spill a drape 

"IIa said when she married they had a corn shucking and a big dinner 

tour 0 t clook in the morning. Her name was !uia. She had two children 

by him. Aunt Jane on Welches place took him away trom her. He quit 

mother cold to go wid her. ~er treedom She married Ben Pitts. The way 

ahe married at the corn shucking, they jumped over the broom backtards and 

Master Bob Young 'nounoed it~ She was killed no time atter :freedom, but 

she had had six children. Miss Nippy kept me. She was good to me and 

trained me to read. We all never lett atter treedom. I never lett till I 

was good and grown. 

"I always thought )laster Bob Young buried his money during the War. 

Children wasntt allowed to watch and ask questions. I was atQd1Dg in the 

chimney corner and seen him bury a box ot something in the flower garden. 

I was in l41ss Nippy's room. I never did know it it was money or what. lie 

had a old yaller dog tollowed him all the time. Truman was a speckled dog 

set about on the tront porch to bark. 

-Sam, the boy that was bought when I was in St. LoUis, was hard to 

control. Bob Young beat him. Be died. They said he killed him. TheT 

buried him in the White tolka' cemetery. 

~ey celebrated Chri~s visiting and big parties. We would have 

eggnog and ten or fifteen cakes. llaster Bob Young was a conaum~ 

tive. He had it thirty-tive years. i'.b.ey all died out with 11;. 



• 

They kept a big ten or fifteen sallon demijohn with willow woven around 

the bottom f'u.ll ot whiskey, all the t1me upstairs. 'fhey kept the door 

locked. 

81 stole miny ah drink. :rind the door unlocked. I got too mch one 

time. It made me sick. I thought I had a chill. She thought I been 

upstairs. They was particular with the children, both black and white 

then. They pu.t the children to bed by sundown and they would set ~ound 

the tire and talk. She raised Elnora and the baby Altona atter mother got 

killed. She give them good clothes and good to eat. Their papa took· the 

boy. He left atter mother got ~ille~. We took a pride in the place like 

it was our own. I'e didn't know but what it was our very own. 

"We had a acre in garden. lie raised everything. We had three or 

tour thousand pounds ot meat and three cribs of corn. I ketched it when 

I left them. I made thirty-three crops in my lite. My children all 

grown and gons. My son-tn-law died. He had dropsy eight months. He had 

a dead liver. I've wanted since he diad. I've had a hard t~ since he 

died. He was a worker and so good to us all. 

~other worked With a white woman. Mother was full-blood Indian her

selt. The woman's husband got to dealing with his daughter. She had 

three babies in all. They said they pu.t them up in the ceiling, up in a 

loft. This old man got mad with Bob YOWlg and burnt his gin. JIother seen 

him slipping around. They ask her but she wouldn't tell on him, tor she 

didntt see him set it on fire. They measured the tracks. He got sc~d 

mother would tell on him. One niglit a colored man on the place came over. 

Her husband was gone somewhere and hadn't got hcee. She was cooking 

supper. They heard somebody but thought it was a pig come around. 



4. 

Hogs run out all time. The step was a big limestone rock. She opened the 

door and put the hot lid of the skillet on it to cool. Stood it up side-

ways. Then they heard a noise at that door. It was pegged. So she went 

along with the cooking. It wasn't late. He found a crack at the side of 

the stick and dirt chimney, put the muzzle of the gun in there and shot her 

through her heart. The man flew. She struggled to the edge of the bed and 

fell. The children was asleep and I was afraid to move. The moon came up. 

I couldn't get her on the bed. I put a pillow under her head and a quilt 

over her, but I didn't think she was dead. The baby cried in the night. I 

was so scared I put the eight-months-old baby down under there to nurse. It 

nursed. She was dead then, I think now. When four o'clock come it was 

daylight. The little brother said, 'I know what's the matter, our mama's 

dead.' I went up to Mr. Bob Young's. He brought the coroners. I was so 

young I was afraid they was going to take us to jail. I asked little 

brother what they said they was going to do. He said, 'They are going to 

bury mama in a heep (deep) hole. They set out after her husband and chased 

him clear off. They thought he shot her by him not coming home that night 

and her cooking supper for him • 

. "This white man left and went to Texas. His wife said the best woman 

in Decatur had been killed. They put him on the gallows for killing his 

daughter's babies, three of them and put them in the loft. He told how he 

killed mother. He had murdered four. He was afraid mother would tell 

about him. She knowd so much. She didn't tell. Indians don't tell. She 

waa with his girl when the first baby was born, but she thought it died and 

she thought the girl come home ViSiting, so his wife said she had told her 

to keep her from telling. It was a bad disgrace. His wife was a good, 

humble, kind woman. 



~ster Bob Young sent tor Ben Pitts atter they'd run h~ ott, and 

he let him have his pick ot us. He took the boy and lived on the place. 

Her other husband cane and got his two children. Miss Nippy took our 

baby girl and the other little girl. I was raised up at her house, so 

she kept me on. Kept us all till we married ott. 

-I'd feel foolish to go try to vote. I'm too old now. 

"I don't get help from the government yet. We are having a-hard tUna 

to scratch around and not go hungry.-
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Intervienr Miss Irene Robertson 

--------------------------~~~------------
Person interviewed ______ ~I~da---B;l~an=-t~.~Ha--ze~n~ ... Ar--k-an-s-a-s~-----

(Very very black Jiegro woman) 
~ 61 

- ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

"Ily mother 118.8 Hulda Williams. Grandpa was .Tack Williams. Her 

mdstresswas a Widow woman in slavery ttmes. They lived in Louisiana. 

I was born close to Bastrop in Korehouse Parish. My father died when I 

was ten years old. He was old. I was a chUd. Things look different 

to you then you know. Grandpa was Hansen Terry, grandma Aggie Terry. 

They called pa Major Terry but he belong to Bill 'l'albot. Hansen Terry 

was a tree man. He molded his own DIOnel. He died in South Carolina. 

Pa come trail Edgefield, South Carolina to Alabama. Stayed there 

awhUe then CODle on to Louisiana. He slipped off from his master. 

Between South Carol1D.a and Louisiana he walked torty miles. He rode 

all the other t 1m. My tolks always tarmed. 

"Times have been getting same better all along since I _s a 

chile. Times is a heap better now than I ever seen in my lite. The 

young men depends on their wives to cook and make a living. They 

don't work much -- none ot em. We old niggers doin' the waallin' and 

the young women doin' Dookin' and easy jobs. None of the men ain't 

.orkin' to do no good. A tew months in the year ain't no workin'. 

-I get commodities. I owns this house now. I bout paid it out. 

I washes three washln' s a week. The rest of the time I pieces up 

quilts tor myself. I need cover.-
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Intervie.er Miss Irene Robertson 
----------------~~--~----~--~--------------

Person interviewed~ __ ,.;;.Be-=ll=e....;D::;Illl;::.;t:;,:in=.a • ...;Va;;;;;· ::;r::.;i::;:ft=D;D;::80& • ...;.Ir=.;k:;:;;an::;;;;;;;;;Ba;,;;;;;8 ____ _ 

~ Up in 80's 

- - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ 

-I never was sold. I was born in Qakland, Mississippi. Ky master 

said he wanted all he raised. He never sold one. He bought my mother in 

Lexington County. She was a field hand. OUr owners was Master lohnson 

Buntin and lI.istress SUe :amtin. They had two children-Bob and Fannie. He 

had a big plantation and four famili~s of slaves. Charlotte was the cook. 

Myra worked at the house and in the field. He had seven little colored 
.. 

boys and two little colored girls. I spent most ot 1lfY time up at the house 

playing with Bob and Fannie. When mistress whooped one she whooped all 

three. She would whoop us for stealing her riding horse out. We would 

bridle it and all three ride and ride. We got several whoopings about that. 

-I have seen colored tolks sold at Oakland. They had a block and 

nigger traders cane. One trader would (!JJ and see a tine baby. He keep on 

till he got it. I'Ve seen thea take babies !rem the mother's arm and if the 

mother dare cry. they would git a baatin'. They look like they bust over 

thei r griet. 

-It you was out after seven o'clock the patrollers git you. They would 

beat and take you home. Some masters say to them, 'You done right,' and 

some say, tyou bring rq hands home t It 11 whoop them myself.' 

"The patrollers caught OD.e of Qaddises wanen and whooped her awtul. 

tor ccm1ng to t01lJl on Sundfl1. I never did know why she went to town that 

way. 

330 



"1'hall aellhs .. awtul and crOllda CCIU to .8 how they sell. !hey 

acted like it ftS a picnic. Same 1IOmen was always there, ccae with their 

husbands. ScIme WClD8ll. sold slaves and some bought thea. 
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-I never did see none sell naked. I seen men took from their wives an4 

mothers and chilc1ren. Let me tell you they didn't have no squalling around 
I 

or they would get took off and a beating. 

IIJIaster Alex lmLtin was Dr. amtin. lie said, 'I worked like ODe ot "IIfI' 

slaves and bought my slaves with what I made and I am not going to have them 

'bused by the patrollers. George and Kit and .rohnson was his cousin.. nt 

. nsn' t so good to his slave •• 

-·It was my job to brush the tlfes ott the table. I had a tly brush. I 

would eat out ot Bob's and FaDnie's plate.. 1I1ss &1e say, 'Bell, I'm going 

to whoop you.' I say, 'Kiss &le, please don''t, I'm hungry- too.' She .S87. 

tyou stop playing and eat tirst next time. t i'hen she'd put SCDS more on 

their plate.. We sot 011 a bench at the table. Ie et the same the white 

tolks did all cooked up together. 

-One time Dr. Dmtin got awful mad. .2.'.b.e dogs tound same whiskey in a 

cave one ot his slaves had hid there. !hey would steal and hide it in a 

ca~. Be got a bea'ting 3d they washed it in salt water to keep them trca 

getting 80re and stitt. 

-Same tolks kept dogs trained to bwnt ~way ni888r.. !hey was tat, 

and you better not hit one or hurt it it it did bite or you would git a 

awf\1l beat1q. 

wtfaster -'lex was a legislator. He had to leave when the Yankees coae 

through. Tlley killed all the legislator.. I loved hill. He run a store 

and we three children .ent to the store 1;0 see him nearly every dq. 

He took us all three on hi. knee. at the same t1ma. I loved him. 



s. 

When he was gOl18, I said, 'IU.S8 Bu.e, where is )(aster Alex?' She say, 'lIa7be 

he be back pretty soon.' While he _s gone they had a battle in a little 

akirt ot woods c1.ose by_ We huDg to Jliaa fhe's skirt taU. I see the 

Yankees lUD. by on horses and same 1f8.1king. 1Ir. J"ordan, a southern soldier. 

waa shot in his ribs. 1Ir. Blt'ord was shot 1n his knee. Some ot the other 

southern soldiers drug them up to our houae. Kiss &1e nursed thea. I thiDlt 

they got well and went home. 

-!hree days betore Master JJax lett they sent all the stock ott and put 

the turkeys and geese under the house, and chickens too. It was dark so 

they kept pretty quiet. When the Yankees got there they stripped the amoke-

house. We had a lots ot meat and they busted the storehouse open and strowed 

( strewed) meat and tlour all along the road. i'lley hired 1laDmy' (Charlotte) to 

cook a big meal tor them. She told the man she was 'f'raid Kiss Bu.e whoop 

her. He sa1d, 'Whooping time near 'bout out.' lie asked her 'bout sa. 

chickens but she wasn't goin' to tell l;11m 'cause it was her living too tor 

them to waste up. 1'heT never tound the geese, turkeys ~ and chicDU. They 

rambled all through the house looking tor Master Alex and went through every 

drawer and closet upstairs and dQ1ID.. It was scandalous. '!'hey had 1(1ss Sl.e 

walking and crying and us three children clinging to her skirt tail scared 

to death and crying too. Ihen they lett, the big lieutenant rode ott ahead 

on a tine gray hor.. They cClJle back 1IIhen we just got the table sot and et 

every crumb ot our dlnller. They was a lively gang. I hate t em. I 118.8 

hungry. Bations was scarce. i'lley wasted the best we had. lIaster Alex had 

three stores ud he kept the middle one. 

3' '")9 
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]'reed_ 

"II1at~.s told al+ )faster .&lex' a alaves they had beeD. 1"reed. The r men 

all le:rt. My mother le:rt and took _. I got mad and went back and lived 

there till I married. lraster Alex come back atter two weeks. Ily'mother soon 

died atter the surrender. She died at BatesVille, MiSsissippi. Lots ot the 

slaves died. Their change ot living killed lots ot 'em. ~ father lived on 

Sam Bronoy's (Branought s) place. :Kaster Alex wanted to wy him_but he took 

him on to TeDs betore I was born. I never did see hilL 

-I been tarming, cooking, wash and iron dong. I been in Arkanaa8 

twelve or fourteen years. 

"How am I support"? I'm not much su.pported. Jq boy don't have work 

JIllch of the tia. I don't get the pension. I trusts in the Lord. I belong 

to New Bethel Baptist Church down here. 

1tIf1mea--1 don't know what to think. \ Ky race is the under tolks and I 

don't never say nothing to harm t em., I'm one of 'em. '" Times is hardest in 

my lite. I have to sit. I can't walk a step--creepiDg paralysis.-
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-I 1I8.S born 1D Granville, 'reu.. . JIy ma.ter w&a Strathera :Barge.s 

and mltresa Polly Burges.. My master died 'tore I lias born. He died 

on the way to TeDs, trying to save his slave.. JCeep them trom leaTins 

him and trom going 1nto the war. ~ey didn't want to t1ght. Bis son 

waa k1lled in the nr. My tolks didn't kIlow they 1I&S tree till three 

years atter the war was over. They come back to Oe.loehe Bay. the old 

home place. '!'here was a bureau at De Valla mutt. '!hey had to let 'the 

slaves go and they was cit1zens then. My tolka wasn't vary anxious to 

leave the white owners because times waa ao tunny and they didn't have 

nowhere to go. The courts was torn up powerful here in Arkansas. 

WU8ap ot meannes. golDg on right a~ier the war. One man tell you 

do this and another man say you better not do that you .ho get in 

trouble. It w •• hard to go stra1gb:t. Th.y said our master w •• a good 

man but awtul rough wid hi. .l~and the hands overs •• ing too. au ••• 
he w.. rough wid his tcm1ly too. 

'"1'11118. i. hard with.. I get tIo pension every 1IOnth. I got no 

home now. I got :me thl'ae hOI'. I live. three miles trom here (Clarelldoa). 

-It I wa.n't .0 old and no aocount I'd think the times the be., 
ever. It'. bad when you get old. I je.s .e •• thtt Yow:Li tolk.. I dentt 

know muoh about them. See .. lack they talk a lot ot toolish chat',to _. 



I got a lot and a halt in t01lJ1. They tore doe my house and . toted it 

ott tor tire wo04. It ftS rented. Then they moved out and wouldn't 

pay no rent. They kept doing that way. I never had a tar.m 01' my own. 

-I ... a~ good with a saw and axe. I oleared land and fumed. Once 
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I worked on the railroad they was building. I drove pile mostly. Jar.m

ing is the best job and the best plage to make a living. I found out 

that myselt.-
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Interviewer Bernice Bowden 
----------------~--~~--~~---------------------

Person interviewed Norman Burkes 
~305 West Eleventh Street, Pine 13iuff, Arkansas 

Age 'II 

----- ------------------------- --------

ttl didn't quite make slavery_ Me and freedom came here together. 

"I was born in Union County, Arkansas. My mother was born in Virginia 

and my father was an Alabamian. 

!tI've heered 'em say how they done in slavery times. Whupped 'em and 

worked 'em and didn't feed 'em mUCh. Said they'd average &)out three pounds 

of meat a week and a peck of meal, a half gallon 0' mOlasses. That was "&1-

lowed the hands for a week. No sugar and no coffee. .And they'd issue flour 

on Saturday so they could have Sunday morning biscuits. 

"111 father was sold to Virginia and he and my mother was marri ad there. 

and they moved with their white people here to Arkansas. 

"They called their owner old Master. Yes'm, I can remein"ber him. Many 

times 808 he whipped me I o~ht to remember him. I never will forget that old 

man. They claimed he was prett3 good to 'em. He didn't whup 'em much, I 

don't think. 

"If ~ mother was livin' she could tell you everything about Virginia. 

She was one hundred and two men she died. My folks is long livers. 

"My oldest brother was sold in Virginia and shipped down into Texas about 

ten years before I was born and I ain't never seen him. 

""They sold wives from their husbands and children from their parents and 

they couldn't help it. Just like this war business. Come and draft 'em and 

they couldn't help it. 

QyQ6 "qo-
.~' .IF- .":: i 



ttl think the way things is now. they're go in to bu.ild up anotmr war." 

Extra OonmEllt 

I was interviewing this man on the front porch ani at this pOint. he got 

up and went into the house, so the interview was ended as far as be was con

cerned. 
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Interviewer Miss Irene Robertson 
------~~--~--------~~~.---------

Person interviewed Will BUrk8~srl~ 
Pine C1ty, Irk. - m ~ from ROllY' Grove 

Age 75 

- - - - - - - ~ - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - -
ftM,. parents names was Katherine Hill and Bill Burks. 

The,. had five boys and three girls. Their owners fur as I 

knows was Frank and Polly Burks. TheY' had a heap of slaves. --
~ey ~as good "hi te tolks. My fo~s stayed on two or three 

years. They was both field hands. They had to go to the house 

and Master Frank Burks told em they was free. In 1880 Judge 

Scott paid their way and I come wid them to Forrest City. There 

was a crowd. He bought em out ~ere to tarm. We come Christmas 

1880. I never will torgit that. It was jes different in a new 

country and left 80me of our folks an all that. 

"I was born close to Columbia, Tenne88ee. I u8ed to see 

the soldier.s pass long the big road, both 8ides. Seem lack 

the7d be in strings a ml~e long. I never heard much bout the 

war. They wouldn't let white nor black children set round.and 

hear what they was talkin' bout. Why they send em off to play -

build playhouses outer rocks and haY', leaves, any little thing 

they throw way we take it to play house. Wh1 te children pla,.ed 

together then cause it .. a8 a long .. ays between. white folk8 house, 

and colored children rai8ed up wid em. I don't 8ee none that 

now. 

Wane thing I done a long time wa~ stay at the toll gate. 

They bad a heap of em when I was ~ boy. The tences was rock or 

rail and big old wooden gates round and on it marked, U!oll Gate.· 

lid OpeD and shut the gate. Walkere go free. Horseback riders _ 



2. 339 

fifteen cents. Buggies - twenty-five cents. Wagons - fifty 

cents. The state broke that up and made new roads. Some they 

changed a little and used. After that I stand 'bout on roads 

through fields - short ways folks went but where the farmers had 

to keep closed up on count of the crops. I open and shut the 

gate. They'd throw me a nickel. That was first money I made -

stayin' at toll gates about Columbia, Tennessee. 

"Ell Klux come to our house and took my papa off wid em. 

Mama was cryin', she told us children they was goiner hurt him. 

I recollect all bout it. They thought my papa knowed about some 

man bein' killed. My papa died wid knots on his neck where they 

hung him up wid ropes. It hurt him all his life after that. It 

made him sick what all they done to him tryinl to make him tell 

who killed somebody. He was laid up a long time. I recollect 

that. When they found out papa didn't know nothin' bout it, they 

said they was sorry they done him so mean. 

"I vote a Republican ticket lack my papa till I cluded it 

not the party, it is the 'man that rules right. I voted fur Mr. 

Roosevelt. I know he is. (A Democrat) I know'd it when I voted 

for him. Times is tough but they was worse 'fo he got elected. 

Things you buy gets higher and higher that makes it bad. We got 

two hogs, one cow, few chickens and a home. I owns my home for 

a fact. My wife is 73. I am purty nigh 75 years old. What 

make it hard on us, we is bout wore out. 

"I been far.min l and carpenterin' all my life. Last years 

I been farmin' wid Mr. L. M. Osborne at Osborne. We work forty 

acres and made 57 bales. I had a team and he bad a team. So I 

worked it on halves. That was long time ago. In 1929 I believe. 

Best farmin' I ever done. We got twenty cents pound.-
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Interv1e .. r ____________ ~Mra~~. __ M_D;l_e_L_. __ La __ Oo_t_t_a ____________ _ 

Ale 91 

- - - - --- - - - ~ ~ - ~ - - - - - - ~ - - - - - ~ - - - - - - ~ - - -
Adelima Burri. i. a little old wh1te.haired wr1nkle~faced mulatto 

or yellow Negro WOll8J1 who _ya she waa old enough to be working 111 the 

fielda when the war bepn. Accordina to her story ahe .at have been 

about 1" then, whioh would make her at least 90 years old now. She looks ~c Il-q'J\t' 

l.a8'" ahe might be a hundred. She -is atooped and very teeble but oan get 
4c-t c,-H~ ~t~ () ~ C,"4n ~ <tr 

around sClDe days by the help ot a stout walking stick/ad tileD ~'. ao*; 

at] • .. leave her bed tor days at a ttme. She owns nothing and ia living 
~,)....f.., 

in the home ot her daughter-in-law who is kind to and cares tor her a • 
.-'\ 

beat she can. She says ahe was born in J6lrry County, !'erme.... Oolumbla 
'" f:.h. ~ ~ 

was the oounty aite. When asked it ahe was born during slavery time she 

said, ·Y •• , honey, 1If1 maDB7 was one ot de alaves what belonged to 1Ir. 

I1l1ie and lI1.s Liza Bentree. Lord ble •• her heart she wa. good to JI7 

~ and her ohillunl I had two 11 ttle 'rother.. twins, and when dey 

oome to dls world I can remember how OIlr old Jliatres. would ccae every 0 

day to .. e about dem and my MIIaY. She'd brlng th1Dsa to eat, clothes 

tor the bab1e. and everyth1n& el.e. Yea .1rl .,. mother diu t t want tor 

anrthiy as long .. she stayed with )lla. Llza, not even atter de aegoe. 

... treed. When I was a li ttl. girl I was g1 V8 to JQ' YOUD.S mi.tresa, 

and I stayed with her t1ll rq tolks _. cClllAS to ~kansa. anct I 0 .. 

too.-



"'11, you s •• w. h.art thi. was a good cOW1try and there •• a 

whl te maD 0cm18 theN to get a lot ot nlg.rs to tarm tor him d01ll1 on the 

riT8r aDd .. oame wlth h~ R. brougbt a lot ot ta.11i.s on a big boat 

oalled a tlatboat. W. w.r. days and nights tloating d01ll1 the r1ftr • 

•• landed at st. Charl.s. I married in about two year. and haven't ever 

lived anywhere els8 but Arkansas County and I'ft always been around good 

whit. tolks. ltd been oold and hunsrY a lot ot times it it wasn't tor 

some ot clew\le.sed white tolk.s' ohillen; d.,. oanes to see me and brings 

me things to eat and clothes too, scmet1mes." .0. man7 times did you marry, Aunt Add.?" 

-lust ODe t1a; and I just had tour ohill.n, twins, two times. ODe 

ohl1d died out ot each slt - just lett _ and Beoky and Bob. Bob and 

DoTer, his wlte, oouldn't get along but I thlnk most ot It's hls tault, 

tor Dover' s Just as good to _ as she CaD be. Jq own ohild couldD' t be 

better to me den she ls. 

-I dOA't mow. hon.7. but looks to _ like niger •• s better ott in 

d .. 4&78 den they are now. I know d.y was lt d.y had good white tolks 

l1ke we dld. Dey d1dn't hava to worry about rent, clothes, nor aumpin 

to eat. DBt ... there tor thea. ~l they had to do was work and do ript. 

Course I guess our master might not ot been so good and kind et .e had been 

_an and laS7, but you know none ot us • .,er got a 1Ihlppin' in our llte. 

~ney, came back to sa. Junt Add. samattme. I l1kes to talk to 

you.-
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IntervieW8r ______________ ~Sa~;um;l~e:l~S~.~~~ay~l:o~r~ ____________ ___ 

Person interviewed lennie Butler 
3012 Short Main Street, Little Rock, Arkansas 

Age Between 103 and 107 

.. 
" .;, /\0: - - - -

I 

"I was born J"ebruary 10, 1831 in Richmond, Virginia. I was a nurse 

raised by our white tolks in the house with the Adamses. SUe Stanley 

(white and Indian) was my godmother, or 'nursemother' they called em then. 

She was a sister-in-law to Jay Goold's wite. She married an Adams. I 

wasn't raised a little nigger child like they is in the South. I was raised 

like people. I wasn't no bastard. My tather was Henry Crittenden, an 

Indian full blooded Creek. He was named atter his tather, Henry Crittenden. 

Mt mother's name was Louisa Virginia. Her parents were the Gibsons, same 

nationality as her husband. My 'nursemother' was a white woman, but she 

had English and Indian blood in her. My mother and tather were married to 

each other just like young people are nowadays. None ot my people were 

slaves and none ot them owned any slaves. 

House 

"In Richmond, they lived in a little log cabin. Eatore I had so much 

trouble I could tell you all about it, but I never torget that little log 

cabin. That is near oak Grove where Lincoln and Gartield and Nat TUrner 

met and talked about slavery. 

J.l'urni ture 

"We had oak turn1 tUN. We had a tall bed with a looking glass in the 

back ot it, long bolsters, long pillow cases just like we used to make 



long intant dresses. There were tour roCllls in the cabin. It was in the 

city. The kitchen was a little ott fram the house. You reached it by going 

through a little portico. 

Pood 

.. e ate ba1l8D.as, oranges, hazelnuts, apples, fNi t tor every month in 

the year tor breakfast, batter cakes, egg bread. !he mornings we ~ad e. 

bread we had flesh. Por dinner and supper we had milk and butter and some 

kind ot sweetness, and bread, of course. Ie had a boiled di1Uler. We 

raised everything--even peanuts. 

Clothes 

. "I'e made everything we wore. Raised and made the cloth and the 

leather, and the clothes and the shoes. 

Contacts with Slaves and Slave Owners 

"I don't know nothin' about slavery. I didn't have nothin' to do with 

them folks. We picked em up on our way in our travels and they had been 

treated like dogs and hadn't been told they were free. Yle'd tell em they 

was free and let em go. 

Leaving Richmond 

"All I can tell you is that we come on down and never stopped until we 

got to MemphiS, and we tarried there twenty-five yeara. We came through 

Louisiana and Georgia on our way out here and picked up many slaves who dIU't 

know they waa tree. They was using these little ·~ts when we came out here. 

In Louisiana and Georgia when we came out here, they weren't thinkin' bout 

telling the ni~rs they were tree. And they weren't In Clarksville 

either. We landed in Little Bock and made it our headquarters. 



Occupations 

"Christian work has been the banner of my 1ife--labor work, giving 

messalBs about the Bible, teaching. Mostly they kept me riding--I mean 

with the doctors. When we were riding, the doctors didn't go in a 

mother's roam; he sent the rider in. They call em nurses now and handle 

them indifferently. The doctor jus' stopped in the parlor and made his 

money jus' sitting there and we women did all the work. In 1~12, I gave up 

my riding license. It was too rough for me in Arkansas. And then they 

wouldn't allow me anything either. 

"How I have a poor way of making a living because they have taken away 

everything fram me. I prays and lives by the Bible. I can't get nothin' 

from my husband's endowment. He was an old soldier in the Civil War on the 

Contederate side and I used to get $30 a month fram Pine Blurt. He was 

freed there. Wilson was President at the time I put in for an increase for 

him iL the days of his sicknes~. He was down sick thirty years and only 

got ~ a month. The pension was increased to $60 for about one year. He 

died in 1917, March 10, and was in his ninetieth year or more tram what he 

told me. The picture shows it ,too. 

Voting 

"Paying my taxes was the votin' I ever done. They never could get me 

to see nor haw •. !here wasn't any use voting when you can see what's on the 

future before you. I never had many colored friends. None that voted. And 

very few Indians and just a few others. And them that stood by me all the 

While, they're sleeping. 
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Thoughts ot Young People 

~n't know nothin' bout these young folks today. Don't nothin' 

spoil a duck but his bill. I have had a hard time. I am heavy and I'm 

jus' walkin' bout. A little talk with Jesus is all I have. I'll fallon 

my knees and I'll walk as Jesus says. My heart's bleeding. I know I'm not 

no more welcome than a dog. 

"I pays for this little shack and when you come to see me, you might 

as well come to that kitchen door. I ain't going to use no deceit with 

nobody. I'll show you the hole I have to go in." 

Interviewer's Comment 

I understand that Sister Butler gets a pension of t5 a month. 

Although her voice is Vigorous, her mental powers are somewhat weak. She 

cannot remember the details of anything at all. 

She evidently had heard something about Nat Turner, but it would be 

hard to tell what. The Nat Turner Rebellion, so called, a fanatical affair 

which was as much opposed by the Negroes as by the whites, took place in 

Southampton County, Virginia, in August and September 1831, the same year 

in which Jennie Butler claims birth. She would naturally hear something 

about it, but she does not remember what. 

She had a newspaper clipping undated and minus the reading matter 

showing her husband's picture, and wlother showing herself, February 10, 

1938, The Arkansas Democrat. 
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Interviewer Mrs. Bernice Bowden 
--------------------~----~~~~------------------

Person interviewed ______ ~~~~~~E~.~L~.~Byrd~~~~~-----------
618 N. Cedar, Pine Bl.utt. Arkansas 

Age 76 

- - - - ~ - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

"I was born in 1862. I just can remember the Yankees. They come 

through there and got horses and money and anything else they wan~edo To my 

reasoning that's the reason the North has got more now. They got all the 

money they could find. And they took one fellow belo~d to the ~e man I 

did. 

"My o1lller' B name was Jack Byrd. Vie stayed with him about a year and 

then we tarmed tor ourselves. 

"I never went to school much. 

"My mother was a widow woman and I ha.d to work. That was in South 

Carolina. 

ttl come to Arkansas in 1890. I didn' t marry till I was about thirty-

seven. I got one child living. That's my daughter; I live with her. She's 

a bookkeeper for Perry's Undertaking Company. 

"When I cane to Arkansas I stopped down here in Ashley County. I 

farmed till I come to Pine Bluff. I been here torty years. I worked at the 

stave mills. I just worked tor three ditferent firms in forty years. 

ttl used to own this place, but I had to let it go on account of taxes. 

Then my daughter bought it in. 

"I been tryin' to get a pension but don't look like I'm goin' to @at it. 

"I have to stay here with these children while my daughter works. It 

takes all she makes to keep things gain'." 



~:-
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! Interviewer Kiss Irene Robertson 
--------------~~~~~~~~------------------

Person 1nterviewed __ -..;1Cnn;;;;;;;;;;;:e~t.:.t..;:J.u=-$~st.:.;a-..;:B;;.cyrd.::.::::&. • ..;Ma=r:.::i_e_nn_a::o.l!r.-;;:::Ar;;::.::;;ke;;;;;ll1_s;;;,;;a:;;s~_ 

Age 83 

- -- - -- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

WI was born in Washington County, Missouri. I'm eighty-three years old. 

MOther's owner was William Byrd. He got killed in a dispute over a horse. 

A horse trader shot him. His name was Cal DO'ny. Father's owner was Byrd 

too. Mother was Iliss Harriett Byrd' a cook. Yes, I mowed her very well. I 

waa nine years old when I was stole. 

"Me and my older brother was both stole. His name was Hugh Byrd. 'Ie 

was just out. It was in September. A gang out stealing horses stole us. 

It was when Price made his last raid to I4issouri. It was same of the 

soldiers trCD his gang. We was playing about. They overtook us and let us 

ride, then they wouldn't let us git ott. They would shot us if we had. In 

a tew days we lias ao tar ott. We cried and worried a heap. 

"It was eighteen years betore I see ~ mother. The old snag I was 

riding give out and they was leading so they changed me. I cried two or 

three days. They didn't pay my crying no t tention. They had a string ot 

nigger men and boys, no women, tar as tram me 'cross to that bank. I judge 

it is three hundred yards over there. 

"Atter the battle ot Big Blue River my man gpt killed and another man 

had charge ot me and somebody else went ott with my brother. I never seen 

him. '!'hat battle was awfUl, awtul, awtull Well, I certainly was scared to 

death. They never got out ot K1ssouri with my brother. In 18'12 he went 

to at. Louis to my mother. She was cooking there. J(y tather went 



with the Yankees and was at Jefferson Barracks in the army during the War. 

He was there when we got stole but she went later on before he died. He 

was there three months. He took pneumonia. They brought me in to Kansas 

and back by Ft. &1i th. 

"Talking about hard times, war times is all the hard times I ever seen. 

No foolin'! It was really hard ttmes. We had no bread, shoot down a cow 

and cut out what we wanted, take it on. We et it raw. Sometimes we would 

cook it but we et mora raw than cooked. When we got to Ft. Smith wa struck 

good times. Folks was living on parched corn and sorghum molasses. They 

had no mills to grind up the corn. Times was hard they thought. Further 

south we come better times got. When we landed at Arkadelphia we stayed all 

night and I was sold next day. Mr. Spence was the hotel keeper. He bought 

me. He give one hundred fifty dollars and a fine saddle horse for me. I 

never heard the trade but that is what I heard 'em say afterwards. JIr. 

Spence was a cripple man. John Marrican left me. He been mean to me. He 

was rough. Hit me over the head, beat me. He was mean. He lived down 

'bout Warren, down somewhere in the southern part of the state. I never seen 

him no more. Mr. Spence was good to me since I come to think about it but 

then I didn't think so. ie had plenty plain victuals at the hotel. He 

meant to be good to me but I expected too much I reckon. Then it being a 

public place I heard lots what was said around. I ccme to think I ought to 

be treated good as the boarders. Now I see it different. Mr. Spence walked 

on a stick and a crutch. He couldn't be very cruel to me if he had wanted to. 

He wasn't mean a bit. I was the bellboy and swept 'round some and gardened. 

"In 1866, in May, I run oft. I went to Dallas County across OUachita 

River. I stayed there with Matlocks and Russells and Welches till I was 

good and grown. Mr. Spence neVer tried to find me. I hoped he would. 



They .am' t so bad bu.t I had to work harder. They never give me nothing. I 

seen Mr. Spence twice atter I left but he never seen me. If he did he never 

let on. I never seen his wife no more after I left her. I didn't see him 

for four years after I lett, then in three more years I seen h~ ~t the 

hotel had burned. 

Freedom 

"Mr. Spence told me I was tree. I didn't leave. I didn'-t have sense 

to know where to go. I didn t t know what freedom was. So he went to the 

free mens' bureau and had me bound to him till I was twenty-one years old. 

He told me what he had done. He was to clothe me, feed me, send me to 

school so many months a year, give me a horse and bridle and saddle and 

one hundred fifty dollars when I was twenty-one years old. That would have 

been eight or nine years. Seemed too long a time to wait. I thought I 

could do better than that. I never done half that good. I never went to 

school a day in my life. I was sorry I run off after it was too late. 

"I heard too much talking at the hotel. They argued a whole heap more 

than they do now. They set around and talk about slavery and freedom and 

everything else. It made me restless and I run off. I was ashamed to be 

seen much less go back. Folks used to have shame. 

Ku Klux 

"In 1868 I lived with John Welch one year. I seen the going out and 

caning in. I heard what they was doing. I wasn't afraid of them then. I 

lived with one of 'em and I wasn't afraid of t~. I learned a good deal 

about it. They called it uprising and I found out their purpose was to 

hold down the nigger. They said they wanted to make them submissive. 



They catch t em and beat 'em. half to death. I heard they hung some ot 'am .. 

No, I didn't see it. I knew one or two they beat. They took some ot the 

niggers right out ot the cotton patch and dressed them up and drilled 'em. 

When they cane back they was boastful. ~en they had to beat it out ot 'em. 

Some ot 'am didn't want to go back to work. Since I growed up I thought it 

out that Mr. Spence was reasonably good to me but I didn't think so then. 

It was a restlessness then like it is now 'mons the young class ot tolks. 

The truth is they don't know what they want nor what to do and they don't do 

nothing much no time. 

-I went to see my mother. I wrote and wrote, had my white tolks write 

ttll I tound my tolks. I went back several times. )(other died in 1902. We 

used to could beat rides on treight trains-that was mighty dangerous. We 

could work our way on the boats. I got to rambling trying to do better. I 

come to Phillips County. They cut it up, named it Lee. I got dOG in here 

and married. I was jus' rambling 'round. I been in Lee County sixty-one 

years_ I married toreckly atter I come here. I been married tWice, both' 

wives dead. I was about twenty-three years old when I married. I had tour 

children. My last child got killed. A l~b tell on h~ twenty years ago in 

April. He was grown and at work in the timber. 

ItI farmed all my life-seventy years of it. I like it now and it I was 

able I would not set up here in to1lIl a minute. Jus' till I could get out 

there is all time it would take for me to get back to farming. I owned two 

little places. I sold the first fifty acres when my wife was sick so I could 

do for her. She died. My last wife got sick. I was no 'count and had to 

quit work. lIr. lllpree built that little house for me, he said for all I had 

done for 'im. He said it would be rq home long as I live. He keeps another 

old man living out there the same way. Mr. Jhpree is sick--in bad health-

i' 



skin disease of some sort. We lives back behind this house. Mr. Inpree is 

in this house now. (Mr. Dupree has eczema.) I used to work for h~ on the 

farm and in the store. 

"I never was a drunkard. That is ruining this country. It is every 

Saturday night trade and every day trade with some of them. No, but I set 

here and see plenty. 

"The present times is better than it used to be 'cause pe.ople are 

cleverer and considerate in way of living. A sixteen-year-old boy knows a 

heap now. Five-year-old boy knows much as a ten-year-old boy used to know. 

I don't think the world is going to pieces. It is advancing way I see it. 

The Bible says we are to get weaker and wiser. Young folks not llDlch 'count 

now to do hard work. Same can. 

"I get eight dollars and I work about this place all I am able. It keeps 

us both gOing.1t 
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