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Letter from Mabel Hubbard Bell to Alexander Graham

Bell, November 11, 1904, with transcript

Letter from Mrs. Alexander Graham Bell to Dr. Alexander Graham Bell. The Lorraine Fifth

Avenue and Forty-fifth Street, New York. Friday, November 11,(1904.) Dear Alec:

We leave this morning for Washington—I hope—I'm never sure until things are done.

Daisy is bright and doing well, but I know her brightness is forced, that she feels terribly

the disappointment of having had only two weeks instead of six here and it seems to her

that there is nothing ahead since Alice Hill is leaving her. It means taking so much of her

stimulus to work.

Now I know also that she feels deeply her obligation to Mr. Borglum for all he has done

to help her in her work and interest her in the artistic life, and I want very much to remove

this feeling of obligation just as soon as possible. It is inevitable so long as we are under

obligation to him — never having paid him at all. I could pay him, of course, only I do

not know exact amount of his account, its over six hundred dollars for the Smithson

Status. I think that it would be advisable also to pay for her lessons so that they should

be absolutely on a business basis. Daisy says she wants to take some pottery lessons

somewhere and they are fifty dollars for six lessons. She was in the studio six weeks last

spring and two weeks this fall. At this rate it would make $364.00 which I think absurd

— for the six lessons are supposed to graduate one in the art, and I can not think Mr.

Borglum would accept it, especially as he was away the last part of the six weeks. Eight

weeks is forty eight days, deduct the eight, 2 and call it five dollars for forty lessons, this

makes $200.00 which it seems to me is such handsome pay that there can certainly be no

longer any question of pecuniary obligation. Please pay this at once and telegraph me that

the cheques have gone. You should get this certainly Tuesday evening, the mail leaves

Wednesday morning and he should get it Friday morning. Now this is most important and I
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will explain more fully if this needs it, but please don't delay. I thought of telegraphing, but

do not see how you would understand, Mr. Borglum is hard up and it is worrying Daisy. I

enclose a draft of a letter to save you time and thought and insure the cheques going.

Dear Mr. Borglum:

Enclosed please find cheque for amount of your account for the James Smithson statue

plans. It should have been settled earlier, but in the press of other matters the account

escaped my attention,, for which I apologize. I have augmented the cheque by $200.00 in

settlement of account for my daughter's lessons.

As you have not sent in an account and no arrangement was made and I do not know

just what is customary in these cases, I have made the amount such as I hope will be

satisfactory.

My daughter has enjoyed her work in your studio and Mrs. Bell and I are much pleased

with the progress she has made in her art.

I think this is about right. In case Mr. Mitchell is not 3 there to give you the studio address,

Mr. Borglum's home address is—Art Club, 35th Street and 5th Avenue, but the studio is

best. Only send it.

In haste, Your loving Mabel. I enclose four cheques.


