Library of Congress

Telegram from Mabel Hubbard Bell to Alexander
Graham Bell, May 28, 1888

Telegrams can be forwarded to Europe, Egypt, Turkey, India, China, Cochin China,
Manilla, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, South America, Zanzibar, Mozambique, Arabia,
Cape of Good Hope and the Canary Islands. TO PREVENT MISTAKES ATTENTION IS
CALLED TO THE IMPORTANCE OF LEGIBLE WRITING. Messages for transmission by
this Company will be received and transmitted ONLY on the CONDITIONS printed below.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

To guard against mistakes or delays every messages should be REPEATED: that is,
telegraphed back to the originating office for comparison. For such repeating an additional
charge of one-half the regular rate will be made.

This Company will not incur or accept any liability whatsoever, either for the due
transmission of messages, or for their safe delivery at their destinations; nor will it
accept any liability arising from delay or stoppage by reason of any accident to the
cables or instruments, or from errors in cypher or obscure messages or caused by
indistinct handwriting; nor will it consent to be liable under any circumstances, for any
sum whatever, as damages or otherwise, for loss resulting from errors, mistakes, delays,
mis-delivery, non-delivery, or other causes, in respect of any non-repeated message,
beyond the return of that portion of the charge which may accrue to this Company out of
the amount received from the sender for this and other Companies by whose lines such
message may pass to reach its destination: nor in case of a repeated message beyond
50 times the extra sum received by this Company from the sender for repeating such
message over its own lines; this sum being stipulated as the total amount which shall be
demanded from the Company for damages for any error, delay, mistake or non-delivery.
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This Company is not to be liable in any case where the claim is not presented in writing
within sixty days after the sending of the message.

This Company is hereby made the agent of the sender without liability, to forward any
message over the lines of any other Company to reach its destination. The Company may
decline to forward any message, though it has been received for transmission, but in case
of so doing shall refund to the sender the amount paid for its transmission.

The above terms and conditions shall also bind the parties to whom messages are
addressed.

28 May 1888 Mrs Bell

Sender's Name and Address:
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