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UT behind the heralds and the gentle-
men of the chamber, in the crona-
tlon proceslton from the Tower to
Whitehall after King Ja mes aem*

i to the Engaih throne In 108 walked
llam hakespeae. chief among his
Jlety'i ervant", the King's Company of

r, clad in a splendid red uniform pro.
ed for the occaslon. BY a shift of
unea n, no we remarkable, hi Royal

jety mut now be content to appear
i'etho not uritereutlng

In the train of hi loyal subit
r' reconstruct the'environment in which
*ik eare lived-his theatre, hti audi.

hi persol life, and the London life
the time- one of the wye by whloch
may pay tribute to the poet and at the

ne time come to a better appreciatlon
his work Important elements In this
ironment, and elements that have per.
PS received le attention thn they de.
,we. ar the Court before whom hi plays
fe produced, and the monarch who wa
royal patron. In days when Klawg were

d about by more divinity than now,
character and tatee of royalty, re-

ted by the nobility and Court society,
i a good deal to do with changes in
Orary fthlons and the general temper
the ag. The draa In particular tood
the shadow of the Court. A large part
ts revenue--n plague years Its only

enue a derived from Court per-
ances; and It relidl on royal protection
t frequent quarrels with municipal

thorty, shkespeare wrote for hie
ences; and it it not too much to asume

t the Court and the King had 'rmetin
do with the character of his plays

The wlset tool In Christendom," that
cinrct and pungent epithet applied by
nry of France, ha* stuck In popular
mory as an apt characteriation of the
'*eitln who ruled over England during

last thirten years of Shakespeare'
So, too, the good Whig Macaulay'

tkng caricature o a slobbering, trem-
g, wibh-baltin, cowardly pedant, has

lord-r dsor -or modern con-
ton of the first of the English Ituart,
ite of the soberer and more kindly
ments of such historian as von Ranke,

dner, 8pedng, and Andrew Lang. The
ithis that Mcaulay, and Scott, also, in

Fortuns of NOiel," took their evi-
ce unquetloninly from those " caper

tied" writers, as a contemporary called
m, who in the day of James and
arlei fed the ers of credulous Puritans
h the dregs of Court candal.
it b hrd to believe that a Kng o fond
reckleu riding that on one occalon he
I thrown head first from hls horse
'ough the Ie of the frozen Thames, was
ogether a coward, even though he ob-
ed to naked swords about his Court; or

at the monarch who propoe the meth.
and supervised the transiation of our

dern version of the Scriptures, and who
* so ardent a devotee o poetry and
ron of the drama, was altogether the

pedant Macaulay would have u be-
. Many of his own verse, ntimately
onal in chaater, have come to light

ly rntly; and, whatever their Intrinsic
t, they show his character In a more

orable ase The son of Mary Queen
ots had Indeed some ot the Intelligence

t wtt, It ttle/ o the diguty, ot him royal
; and most f his fult may be traced
the love of pleaure and lack of elf-

ntrol which were common Stuart failinag
t was at least with a well-justifed hope

a more regard to the present condition
our writings In respect of our soever

e's happy Inclination that way," that
·l lifted up their voices In mingled
ef and rejoicing at the change trom
abeth to Jamei " Sorroe' Joys and

ouriafl Dittui to a Pleasant New Note "
eted the Cing on hiislei urely progress
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In "Ai's Well That Bndl Well," written
not long after 108, levels hi *hafts at
both " young Chrbon the Puritan and old
Poyam the Papist" in a manner that
Pust have Pleased a King who had learned

btter experence that Presbytran Krk
Assemblies could threaten hi sovereignty
quite as dangerously as Papal bulls and
legates The theme of "Measure or
Measure," another play of the same perod
is the downfall of a'stratl d and hypo-
critical censor of morals.

However Justified this choice of id,
It Is quite true that the Jacobean drama
was weakened by Its more complete sub.
servience to the tastes of the Court. On
the other hand, to assert that thse
were conspicuously lower than In the day
of " good Queen Bees," or that King James
himself was, to quote Professor Courthope,
"no genuine lover of the drama," I to
Indulge n unwarranted conjecture The
King was devoted to the drama long be-
ore his coming to ngland; and through.

out hi. life bhi pleasure In theatril en-
tertainment seems to have been second
only to hei delight In hunting and da-

Regarding the King' early fondnes tor
one form of such entertainment, the Court
masque, which rehed Its highest devel.
opment In the course of hie reign and to
which, nciodentally, may be attributed the
increasing element of spetale an fantasy
in Shakespere's later play, the bet of
evidenoe Is furnished by a curious enter-
tainment which he himself composed In
188 for the marriage of his ward, the
daughter of tte irst Duke of Lennox d
the Earl of Huntly. The piece, first pub-
lshed In this century and only recently
connected with the marriag It celebrates,
in erude enough. and irraikhblIe chiaflv u
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King got into a squabble with the Kirk
esslon of Edinburgh over an oder they

Issued forbiddin church memberi to at-
tend the play, in Pts of the ftat that
the actor had already received the iheg'r

ncton and given warnig by dum and
trumpet of performance In The Black-
rr Wnd" itimty the play went

forward, The oincdent i noteworthy
chiefly Indicating the ettled hostility
ot the Church, nd, on the other hand
Jme' fendly attitude d eage to
give the drama a foothold in hi capital.

Lawrence Fletcher, who s mentioned a
head o the company In Scotland. mem

In 1 he heard that Fletcher had been
hanged In Elnd, nd took the matter
up with Roger Aston, the Englth envoy,

eaying "in mery word not believin t,
that If It were true he wor th h i
also," Fletcher was not at this time in

hakespeare's company of players, nor
have we evidence that haepea accor

But whes the Lord Chamberlain' Men be
came the King's Company by royal patent
of May 1, 160, Fletcher's name appear
frst in the list of shareholder, followed
by those o hakespeare ad Burbg.
Either the IQng wu respondble for thi «
addition or the players themselvem thought
it expedent to Join Flteber to their fellow.
ship.

monopoly o rt E .e

Within a hort time after the acoeueon
all the Important London companie were
taken, like the Lord Chamberlain's, under
royal protecton-the Lord Admiral's am
the Prince's Plaer, the Earl of Woroes-
ter's a the Queen's, and the Children of
th h Quen' Children of the '

eavels, This not only establshed a royal
monopol of patronage but brought the
draa more closely under the influence of
the Court, Players became In a en e
members of the repective royal house-
holde; If the oKin gavea play e would
ordiarily el on his own compay o
atow r

Court perormances were also more fre-
quent ohn in the preceding rean. With
out entering at all fully into this vexed
9ueatlon, made more difficult by the in-
eoouracmies or forgeries of early Investl.
gator, one may gather from the accounts
of the MaRter of the Revels and * lar
source. a good general idea of the extent
and cha ter of sueh performance, Dur
tMr ten year be:tween 1068 and t1614 (there
is a gap In the Revels accounts from 1614
to 162), excluding the plague year 1909-10,.
the writer ha figured that there were I
al 92 Court performances, or an average
of nearly twenty-three a year. Of thie,
146 were given before the ing an 149
by the King'W Company. In 1006 ther
mr, twrntr.twe nmrrnmtanf In li inmven
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