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On the west slope of Centennial Ridgse in Medicine Bow
Nstional TFerest, mpproximstely 2.8 miles {in s direct
iline) southwest of Centennial, Albsny County, Wyoming

UTM: 13 A00790R,4569930N
Qued: Centennisl, Wyoming

c. 1926

United States TForest Service, Medicine Bow Netionsl
Forest

Abandomed; attrects rscrestionsal vigitors

The Cliff Mine appesars to be eligible for listing in
the Nationsl Regigter of Higtoric Pleceg under
Criteris A &and ¢, The site i3 assgocisted with events
thet have nade gignificent contributions to the broad
patterns of our history, i.e., esriy 20th century
miring for prscious metals in Wyoming snd the western
United Steteg. It retasins significent physicsl
feetures such as the millsite and stending log
bunkhousge, in addition to foundstions, building zitses,
adits and ore dumps which dafine the originel mining
layout snd level of mining technology., This mining
operation had to adapt te and utilize materials and
techniques suited to a remote, high country
environment. It retains sxceilent integrity of
setting due to its isolated logation., 1t also reteins
good physicsl integrity snd, therefore, zonveys
feeling and sgsociation with i1ts period of historicsl
gignificence, ALl gignificent cultural dumping sreas
hsve been thoroughly potted snd digturbed., Soil
depositiocn is poor on the remeinder of the gite and,
therefore, significant buried materiasls and deposits
are not sxpected.

Rovert G. Hosgenberg
Historicsl Consultsnt
55 Service Rosed East
Cheysnne, Wyoming 82007
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L. HISTORY

A. P, Lindsley et. al. located this 40 acre {3,000 feet x 600 feet)
plscer claim on May 29, 1911 (Albeny County {eurthouse, Book D,
ps 393). The C1iff Gold Mining Company was formed to develop this
claim snd ten others adjacent to the property. A drift was sunk into
the buse of the ghear eliff on the west glope of Centennisl Ridge for =
digtence of 775 feet. A crosscut was run north-northwest st the
700-foot mark for s distance of 325 feet, which cut at lesst four small
veing or fracturs zones. The first csrried sbout $12 to the ton in
gold. A short drift wse ruu sastwerd on vein Ko. 3 sbout 140 feet from
the mein drift. "Stroung trsces” of plastinum were found in this sres
but could not be relocsted by the U. 5. Geologicsl Survey in 1824. In
1926, the Cliff Gold Mining (ompeny instelled a 50-ton or a 100-ton
amalgamation mill on the property {Bertlett 1926:20 states thet it wes
a 100-ton mill; Knight 1942:13 states that it wss & 50-ton mill). By
1930, the Cliff Mine hzd & 90-foot verticel shaft, en 800-foot adit,
and 500 feet of drifts end waz 2till being desveloped by the Cliff Cold
Mining Compzny {Knight 1942:13). It is not known when active work

. cesaged on the property, but there is no record of amctusl production
fFrom the Ciliff Mine snd, judging from the physicsl remsins, it wes
probably only worked intermittently, if =t 211, after the 1930«,
Remnants of the smalgamation mill still exist cnoite in 2 pertislly
collapsed log mill.

Historical Significence of the Centennisl Ridge Mining District

Louis Coughlin, & former renger end smetsur historisn for the Medicine
Bow Nstioconsl Forest, bersely summed up the history of mining on the
forsat by stating, "Thug fer, the mining industry on the Medicine Bow
has just been s nuisance” {Comghlin 1936:3). Certainly from en
goonomic point of view, the mines in the Ceuntennisl Ridge District were
far from commercisl guccessez. With the posgible exception of the
Centennial Mine, which produced From $50,000 to $90,000 in eold during
ite farst yesr of operaticn, none of the mines in the district hed sny
gignificant or sugteined procduction. Plsced in a regionsl context, ths
Centennisl Ridge District is 5 mere footnots in the mining history of
the western United States, which included the greet Colorado and Montsna
gold snd ailver camps such sz Centrsl City, Leasdville, Cripple Creek,
and Virginis City. The so-celled mining rushes sxperienced on
fentenrnial Ridge in 1876, 1902, snd in 1923-1924 were largely based
"eo. on wighful thinking, irresponsible distortiou of the facts by the
medis, snd promotional schemes" (Thybony, Rosenbsrg snd Rosenberg
1982:24'7). It is perhsps more difficult to gsuge the historicsl
gignificance of s mining digtrict that feiled.
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Neverthelesg, ths search for precious metsls and basse metsals opened the
region to intensive exploitation snd development. It sided in the
crestion of & system of rosds and ws2 the chief impetus for the building
of ths Leramie, Hahns Pesak, snd Pacific Reilrosd. Mining camps were
esteblished, support settlements such sg Centennial grew up on the nearby
plaiune, ocut-of-state investors injected new capital inte the loecsl
sconomy, snd jobs were crested. Msny people who were initislly drewn

to the ares by mining leter settled there permenently, engsging in

other pursuits suech ss renching snd business.

T™e short-lived platinum boom, while proving unsuccessful in the long
run, was 8 unique facet of the mining history of Wyoming. As a rars
metal, it was "the firat known discovery of the world of rich piatinum
in vein form." Previously, all commercisl pletinum gourcses had besen
obtained from placer operations (Bartlett 1924:9). It is also
interesting from the standpoint that nom-miners such ss students and
college professors becsme interested in the plstinum rush snd stsksd
their own ¢laimg in ths ares.

. Another higtoricel sidelight geldom mentioned in mining histories is
that large numbers of unsmployed citizens came to the sbandoned mining

digtricts during the Grest Depression yesrs, in sn sttenpt to sarn a
living by penning and mining precious metsls. This is a phenomenon
that was unique to this period of time and has uot been repes.ted.
Thus, meny of the 0ld lode mines snd placer claims on Centennisl Ridge
and slong the Middle Fork of the Little Lersmie River wsere reworked
during this tims.

Although the Centeunisl Mining District wes not succesgsful from s
commercial standpoint, the district retains fins integrity of setting
vecauge of i1tsg igelated locetion and primitive rosd system. Meny of
the component mines still retsin significsnt srchitectural festures,
such as log shalthouses, bunkhouses, offices, power houses, milleites,
end adits, shafta, prospsct pits and ors dumps. Thersfore, the
Centennial Mining District retsains s highsr degree of feeling and
essociation with its colorful mining pest then other districts which
wers much more economically succeggful. The Queen Mins retsinsg one of
the most interesting and besat preserved shafthouses snd hssdframes in

~the Medicins Bow Nationsal Forest. The Platinum City Mine still retains
8. large pletinum processing mill with s flotation meschine intsct.

- 'Thege sre rare resources thet represent early 20th century mining
tecknology.

© II. SITE DESCRIPTION

. © . This historic .gold snd pletinum mine and millsite is located at the
A wegtern bese of o prominemt cliff on the west slope of Cemtenniel Ridge
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snd to the east of the Middlise Fork of the Little leramie River. The
site is at sn elevetion of 8,960 feet and messures approximeately 66
meters eegt-wegt by 156 meters north-south.

Feature A (ses zite mep on page 9) is s conecrete foundation or pad
(10,7 feet north-south by 6.6 feet easgt-west) with two agsocisted
concrets piers. One pier wes located 11 feet north of the foundation
and measures 5 feet north-gouth by 2.1 feet ssst-wezt and hed four
mounting bolt=s, The other pier wag locatsd just off ths goutheast
corner of the foundation and messured 5 fset north-gouth by % fest
eagt-west., The mineral plet {(dated 1937) depicts a powerhouse at this
location.

Feeture B is = roofless log mill structure (ses HAER No. WY-18-B),
which has been pushed or has collepsed downslope a short digtence from
its originsl location on the large ors dump.

Feature C is s collepsed sdit whose entry way is lined with logs

Feature D i3 a collepsed woodframe outhouss messuring 8 feet square and
festened with round nails.

Festure E is a small trash dump measuring 15 feet east-west by 12 fest
north-gouth end congisting of metel powder kegs, cherred logs snd shset
netal fregments, The mineral plat depicts a blacksmith shop et this
spproximate location. '

Feature F is & building site measuring approximetsly 25 feet
north-south by 12 feet east-west with a concrete pier st the south
end, Itz funetién is unknown. :

Feature G 15 & building =its mesguring approximately 15 fsst
north-gouth by 13 feet eest-west with s concrete pier on ths south
end. The minersl plat of the property depicts ss agsay office at thi
locetion. -

Festure H congists of two log cabing built face to face and connscted .
by & T-fest wide breezeway (see HAER No. WY-18-4).

Feature I is e building site measuring 25 fest north-south by 20 feet
east-west with an addition on the northwest corner measuring 21 fest™ . .~
north~gouth by 12 feet east-west. There wae an associsted scatter of =

srtifacts, The minersl plet depicts the feature as a "house.” S

Feature J is a building site measuring 27 feet northstuﬁh by 2d-fee£ »
east-weet which eppears, by the remeins of charred logs, to have been. '
burnsd, & burned metal sink, three. sets of bedspringe, and melted .. -
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bottle glesa. Thig cabin sppears to have bean burned down within the
lest five years snd wsg probsbly used for informel cemping/recreational
purpoges long sfter mining opsrations had cessed., The mineral plat
depicty thig location sz an office.

Feature X consists of two trash dumps which heve been potted. The
larger concentration hed ceng, modsrn beer cens, aluminum sods cans,
and clear glass,

Artifacts congisted of window glsgs sherds, clesr, smber, coball,
bright green, snd a small amount of smethyst-colored bottle gless
gherds, round and wire neils, porcelsin slsctrical insulstors, & sink
and bedsprings, tin cens (svaporated milk, opentop, and coffse),
sluminum snd metsl soda snd besr cang, snd metal powder kegs.
Disgnogtic ertifects sppesr to be of 20th century origin, and
post-World War IX trash, such ss mebal beer cans, are intermixed with
older artifacts.
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