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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

Location: 

Present ..Owner; 

Present Occupant; 

Present Use: 

Brief Statement 
of Significance: 

i 

Southwest corner of South Fourth and West Bruce 
Streets (Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4 in Block 31)? Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee County, Wisconsin. 

Roman Catholic Church, Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 

Holy Trinity Parish. 

Parish Church. 

This is the third oldest Roman Catholic Church in 
Milwaukee and was created to serve immigrants from 
southern Germany and Austria who had settled at 
Walker's Point, now South side Milwaukee. 
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PART I, HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. Physical History 

1. Original Building: The cornerstone of the original build- 
ing was laid July 8, 1849; the building was dedicated Septem- 
ber 22,. 1850 by Bishop Henni of Milwaukee. Architect, 
Victor Schulte. Lumber donated by John Boll; brick fur- 
nished by a Mr. Mlllraann. 

2. Steeple: The building was originally erected without a 
steeple which was added In 1862. Architect, Schfflidtner, 
the Baron von Kowalski. Builder, Horneman and Broennen, 
Cost, $3,397*87. 

3. Interior alterations and additions: The interior was reno- 
vated in 1863 and again in 18?4. The clock with three 
bells was installed in the tower in 1869. The pipe organ 
was installed in 1878. 

4. Altars: The three interior altars were installed in 1890 
snd were built by Aegidius Hackner of La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

5. Reference: W. G. Bruce, The Story ofjfoly JTrinity_Parish? 
1850^-1950 (Milwaukee: n.d.) 

PAH? II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A. General Statement 

1. Architectural character: This is a simple but by no means 
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unstudied brick church of the late l&4-0's. The detail on 
the main body of the church Is suggestive of the Italian 
Romanesque; the later octagonal tower and steeple suggest 
rather the English Renaissance.  The local brick, originally 
"Duff in color, has v/eaihered a dark tone and smsll stone 
accents appear in the Key-stones and impost of the arches, 

2-  Condition of the fabric: Well preservedf  rennovation efforts 
are no?/ under way. 

3. Technical Description of Exterior 

1, Overall dimensions: 71! x 1521. 

2. Foundations; Brick with stone water table, 

3* Wall construction:  Brick with brick pilasters. 

4, Chimneys:  One small chimney in rear for heating purposes. 

5. Openings 

a. Doorways and doors:  Three main entrances on the facade 
consist of doors, paneled, and with wood tracery in 
the lunettes. Service doors to sacristies In rear. 

b. Windows:  Single "bank of large arched windows on either 
side, filled with colored glass. 

o. Roof 

a. Shape:  Low pitched hipped roof, 

b. Cornice: Wood cornice three sides; brick panels formed 
by exterior pilasters have brick machicolations or cor- 
bel-table at top; front elevation has brick parapet 
above cornice line, 

c. Dormers: Small dormer roof vents each side, 

d. Three stage tower over center entrance. Firsttwo oc- 
tagonal stages of brick with various round headed 
openings, corbel-tables, and cornices. Third stage a 
shingled spire surmounted by a large cross. 

Technical Description of Interiors 

1. General description of Interiors;  Interior finish is plas- 
ter with decorative pilasters, pilaster caps, friezes, 
ceiling panels., etc., all painted either in solid color, 
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or frescoed in various overs11 patterns.     Ceiling  is  ellip - 
tioal  and suspended.    Chancel is simple half--circle with. 
chancel arch and two flanking shallow arches for side 
altars.     High altnr  and two side altars have elaborate wood re- 
redos of interesting Victorian Gothic design in natural 
wood finish touched with gold.     Pulpit likewise is of v/ood 
with touches of gold and color.     Choir loft and organ case 
at the front of the  church are relatively unchanged and 
are good examples of woodwork of the l870rs.    Two small 
sacristies   flank the chancel  in the rear, 

2. Stairs:     In front,  to organ loft.    Belfry accessible  from 
organ loft, 

3. Lighting;    Electric. 

4. Heating:     Central heoting now;  doubtful if original church 
was heated at all. 

D,     Site 

General setting and orientation: The building faces east. 
There is nothing remarkable about the site, it occupies a 
corner in a crowded industrial section. There is no formal 
landscaping except a narroY/ strip of lawn between the side 
of the church and the sidewalk. 

Prepared by Henry C, Edwards, 
Architect, National Park Servicet 

143 South Third Street, Phila. 6, 
Pa, ~ August 1960, 


