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HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD 

USS Turner Joy 
(DD 951) 

HAER No. WA-210 

Location: Bremerton Marina, Bremerton, Kitsap County, Washington 

Type of Craft: Forrest Sherman–class destroyer 

Navy Designation: DD 951 

Principal Measurements: Length (oa): 418'-5-5/8" 
 Length (bp): 406'-11-3/4" 
 Breadth (molded): 44'-11-1/2" 
 Draft (design): 14'-7-1/2"  
 Displacement (light ship): about 2,800 long tons 
 Displacement (full): about 4,900 long tons 
 Shaft horsepower (design): 70,000 
 Speed (design): 33 knots 
 Endurance 4,500 nm at 20 knots   
 
 (The listed dimensions are as-built, but it should be noted that 

draft and displacement were subject to alteration over time as 
well as variations in measurement.) 

Propulsion: Geared steam turbines driving twin screws 

Dates of Construction: Laid down: September 30, 1957 
 Launched: May 5, 1958 
 Commissioned: August 3, 1959 

Designer: U.S. Navy Bureau of Ships 

Builder: Puget Sound Bridge & Dredging Company, Seattle, Washington 

Original Owner: U.S. Navy 

Present Owner: Bremerton Historic Ships Association 

Disposition: Preserved as a museum 

Significance: USS Turner Joy is the last built of eighteen Forrest Sherman–class 
destroyers commissioned by the U.S. Navy between 1955 and 
1959. Designed as an all-gun warship for anti-aircraft and anti-
submarine warfare, the ship served predominantly in the 
Pacific. One of the two destroyers involved in the Tonkin Gulf 
Incident, the ship played a significant role in combat operations 
during the Vietnam War. Decommissioned in 1983, the Turner 
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Joy has been a museum ship in Bremerton, Washington, since 
1991.  

Author: Michael R. Harrison, 2012 

Project Information: This project is part of the Historic American Engineering Record 
(HAER), a long-range program to document historically 
significant engineering and industrial works in the United 
States. The Heritage Documentation Programs of the National 
Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, administers the 
HAER program. The project was sponsored by the U.S. Navy 
Inactive Ships Program within NAVSEA 21 (Glen Clark, Deputy 
Director). Todd Croteau, HAER Maritime Program Coordinator, 
directed the project, and historian Michael R. Harrison wrote the 
historical reports. Ryan Pierce and Todd Croteau prepared the 
measured drawings. Jet Lowe prepared the large-format 
photographs. 

Related 
Documentation: For additional information about the Forrest Sherman–class 

destroyers, see the following HAER documentation: 

 Forrest Sherman–class destroyers, HAER DC-69 
 USS Forrest Sherman (DD 931), HAER PA-648 
 USS Barry (DD 933), HAER DC-68 
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Description: 

The USS Turner Joy is the third of eighteen Forrest Sherman–class destroyers commissioned 
by the U.S. Navy between 1955 and 1959. It has a steel hull and an aluminum-alloy 
superstructure, and was propelled in service by two geared turbine engines driving twin 
screws. The ship’s two firerooms, one corresponding to each engine room, contain two 
boilers each, producing 1,200 psi steam to give the vessel a designed 70,000 shaft 
horsepower and a designed speed of 33 knots. 
 
The vessel’s original armament was designed for anti-aircraft and anti-submarine warfare 
and included:  

• Three 5"/54-caliber Mark 42 single-mount automatic rapid-fire guns 
• Two 3"/50-caliber twin-mount Mark 22 antiaircraft guns 
• Two ASW projectors (Hedgehogs) 
• Four 21" Mark 25 ASW torpedo tubes 
• Two triple 12.75" Mark 32 ASW torpedo tubes 

 
By the end of its service career, the vessel retained only:  

• Three 5"/54-caliber simple-mount automatic rapid fire guns 
• Two triple Mark 32 ASW torpedo tubes 

 

History: 

The Turner Joy was built by the Puget Sound Bridge & Dredging Company of Seattle, 
Washington built the Turner Joy. It was laid down September 30, 1957, launched May 5, 
1958, and commissioned August 3, 1959. It was sponsored at its launch by Martha Ann Joy, 
widow of Adm. C. Turner Joy (1895–1956), the ship’s namesake. Although originally 
scheduled to be USS Joy, the vessel’s name was changed to Turner Joy before construction 
began. 
 
The greater portion of the ship’s service career was spent in the Pacific, including a dozen 
deployments to the waters of southeast Asia. The ship saw extensive action in the Vietnam 
War, and, in fact, was one of two American destroyers involved in the Tonkin Gulf Incident 
that precipitated the escalation of American military involvement in Vietnam. Ordered to 
reinforce USS Maddox, which was attacked by North Vietnamese torpedo boats on August 2, 
1964, the crew of the Turner Joy vigorously opposed what they thought was another attack 
on the night of August 4. Their attackers turned out to be radar ghosts, but the reports of the 
attack prompted Congress to authorize deeper intervention in the region and President 
Johnson to order air strikes against North Vietnam. 
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The ship was scheduled to be converted into a guided-missile destroyer in the late 1960s—
as was done to four of its sisterships—but this work was cancelled because of cost, and the 
Turner Joy remained an all-gun warship for its entire career. 
 
The Turner Joy was decommissioned November 22, 1982. After seven years in reserve, it was 
struck from the Naval Vessel Register on February 13, 1990, and donated, in 1991, to the 
Bremerton Historic Ships Association. It is currently open to the public as a museum.  
 

Sources: 

Friedman, Norman. U.S. Destroyers: An Illustrated Design History. Annapolis, Md.: Naval 
Institute Press, 2004. 

Moïse, Edwin E. Tonkin Gulf and the Escalation of the Vietnam War. Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 1996. 

Moore, John, ed. Jane’s American Fighting Ships of the 20th Century. New York: Mallard Press, 
1991. 

Naval History and Heritage Command. Summary history of USS Turner Joy. 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-t/dd951.htm. 

“New Class of Large Destroyers Under Construction.” All Hands (November 1953), 36. 

Osborne, Eric W. Destroyers: An Illustrated History of their Impact. Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-
CLIO, 2005.  

U.S. Navy. Booklet of Plans for DD 951. Bureau of Ships plan no. DD951–845-17, corrected 
to Feb. 9, 1979. Copy preserved by Bremerton Historic Ships Association. 

“USS Turner Joy.” Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships. http://www.history.navy 
.mil/danfs/t9/turner_joy.htm. 

Venable, R. W. and R. F. ErkenBrack. “Navy’s Newest Destroyer.” Bureau of Ships Journal 2, 
no. 3 (July 1953): 2–4. 
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