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Location: 

HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD 

SNOQUALMIE FALLS HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT, 
TRAIN DEPOT 

.5 miles north of Snoqualmie, King County, Washington 
USGS Quad-Snoqualmie, Washington 

UTM Coordinates: 587732E 5265675N 

Legal Description: T24N, R8E, Section 30 

Construction Date: ca. 1900 

Engineer: Unknown 

Builder: Seattle, Lake Shore, and Eastern Railroad 

Present Owner: Puget Sound Energy 

Historic Use: Depot for Seattle, Lake Shore, and Eastern Railway 

Present Use: Storage 

HAER No. WA-21-G 

I~ 

Significance: Construction of the Snoqualmie Falls hydroelectric project began in 1898 near 
the falls of the Snoqualmie River. It was the first power plant successfully 
constructed completely underground and one of the first plants in the northwest 
to transfer power to a distant market. The project has been in continuous 
operation since 1899. 

Report Prepared By: Ann Gillespie, Henry Kunowski, and Heather Lee Miller, Historians 
Historical Research Associates, Inc. 
1904 Third Ave, Suite 240 
Seattle, WA 98101 
and 
John Stamets, Photographer 
493 14th Avenue East 
Seattle, WA 98112 

Report Date: January 2008 

Physical Description 

The Seattle, Lake Shore, and Eastern Railroad reached Snoqualmie Falls in 1889. Though the railroad 
offered passenger service to the falls and there was a lodge on the south side of the river during the 1890s. 
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This one-story, wood-frame building, constructed about 1900, sits on wood piers. It has a steep gabled 
roof with a pent roof that extends around the building's perimeter, both with asphalt-shingled roofs. The 
building is approximately 37' long, 17' wide, and 20' tall.80 There are ocular windows in the gables at 
either end of the building. The mullions in these windows form "spider's web" tracery. Remaining 
fenestration consists of a four-light window centrally placed in the northwest elevation, a window in the 
northeast elevation consisting of two side-by-side four-light sashes, and two windows in the southwest 
elevation that were probably two-over-twos but have since been covered with wood. There is a set of 
double doors centrally located in the southwest elevation. Another set in the northeast elevation are 
located north of the window, and a single pedestrian door is centrally located in the southeast elevation. 
The first lodgings for Snoqualmie Falls visitors stood on the south bank of the river overlooking the 
falls.81 After it burned down or was demolished, the railroad or the power company constructed the depot. 
While Charles Banker owned the project, he welcomed visitors to the project. The completion of the 
Sunset Highway in 1919 brought about a decline in passenger traffic on the railway, but by then the 
plant's new owners had already discouraged visitors. In 1927, workers installed a partition inside the 
depot and new foundation posts. The roof was originally wood-shingled; the power company added the 
double doors in the northeast elevation in 1946. During the 1990s, they installed the railings at the 
northeast elevation and replaced the platform around the building.82 Workers installed heat in the depot in 
1946. They replaced the foundation under the building in 194 7. The maintenance log did not list the 
materials used. In 1963, they raised the platform around the depot to level and installed concrete blocks 
underneath to support it. 83 

80 BOLA, Snoqualmie Falls Historic Structures Report Draft, 24. 
81 Catton, Anthony, and Thompson, "Historical Resources Assessment," 41-42. 
82 BOLA, Snoqualmie Falls Historic Structures Report Draft, 24. 
83 Maintenance Log 1899-1972, Snoqualmie Falls, section B-1. 
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