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SURVEY 

THE BOONFITRULY RANCH 
HORSE BARN 

Location: 11119 NE 185th Street 
Bothell, King County, Washington 98011 

U.S.G.S. Bothell, Wash. 15' Quadrangle, 

HABS No. WA-218-H 

Universal Transverse Mercator Coodrinates: 10.560700.5289705 

Present Owner: Multiple Owners - The University of Washington and Richard Truly 

Present Occupant Richard Truly 

Present Use: Horse Barn 

Significance: 

The Boone/Truly Ranch, located near the city of Bothell, Washington, approximately 31 miles north of 
Seattle, is associated with early settlement in the Sammamish Slough area, and with the general 
pattern of economic development in King County, Washington. The ranch property has been owned 
since 1916 by the Benjamin Boone and Richard Truly families. The buildings, which were constructed in 
1924, embody the physical features that characterize a family-operated cattle ranch. 

Several generations of the Boone/Truly family have resided on the property since the early 1920s, 
operating the ranch until the mid-1980s. Horses were used on the ranch for herding and ranching 
activities, and also for pleasure riding and rodeos. The Horse Barn was an important structure designed 
specifically to house the horses, saddles and other equipment, and feed. 
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Significant Features: • Single-wall, wood frame and post and beam construction with wood pier 
and concrete footings 

• Vaulted gable main roof and small shed roof addition 
• Board and batten siding, and composition shingle and corrugated metal 

roofing 
• Interior stable with second floor and stalls 

Date of Construction: 1924 

Architect/Builder: Unknown 

Architectural Description: 

The Horse Barn is a rectangular, one and one-half story, gabled, frame building situated 110 yards 
south of the Main House uphill from the Machine Shop and Storage Shed. The long axis aligns east
west. All facades are clad in board and batten siding painted in an alternating dark and light pattern. 

Construction of the barn is post and beam, with joists spanning between the beams. The building's roof 
form is a graceful vaulted gable. Principal rafters of the vaulted roof are comprised of straight 
members, which have been cut and assembled into 10" deep, 6" wide curved supports. Rafters and 
purlins carry the shiplapped, horizontal board roof deck. The roof is currently composite shingles. 1939 
photos on King County Tax Department records show the original roof as six-sided, with wood shingles 
alternating in a light/dark striped pattern. This original roof cladding and the vaulted roof shape 
were the most significant architectural features of this building. 

The west facade has two sliding, board and batten-dad doors covering an opening that extends from 
grade to the loft floor. Above and off center in the gable is a hole in the facade. The hole was made 
sometime during the life of the building. High in the facade are two small framed openings left and 
right of center. There is no glazing in these openings. 

The east facade has one door opening and two window openings below the loft level. The door opening 
has no door and is untrimmed. The single sash, hopper type windows, flanking the door opening, have 
plain lintels and side trim and 2:2 glazing pattern. The barrel-vaulted roof of the barn flares outward 
at the cornice to form a shall open eave. 

The south facade is similar to the north facade except a shed lean-to has been attached to the original 
building at the roof-wall junction point. The lean-to is constructed of dimensioned lumber framing, 
supported on poles, and roofed with corrugated metal. 

A ten foot wide, centrally located corridor separates bays at the north and south of the plan. Three 
equally-sized horse stalls are situated in the south half of the interior, with a fourth, larger stall at 
the northeast corner. Posts are regularly spaced, with five foot high walls and hinged gates enclosing 
the stalls. An enclosed tack room and saddle area occupy the remaining interior space. 

The second floor is accessed by a ladder and 4'x4' opening between ceiling joists near the northwest 
comer of the building. Using a hoist and track system that extends out the opening at the east wall, 
hay or straw was stacked and stored on the second floor for use as feed and bedding. Morning daylight 
pours into the eastern side of the second floor through the hay doors, illuminating the second floor. 



Figure 1. 
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The Horse Barn, Plan. Source: Boyle •Wagoner Architects, January 1997. 
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