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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH Vr-    . 

location:        On the corner  of Church arid Main SGreets, Chester, 
Windsor County, Vermont 

Present Owner and Chester Congregational Church 
Occupant; 

Brief Statement   This building is representative of the large frajne 
of Significance:  meetinghouses of the area and has a notable facade 

and tower. 

PART I.  HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. Date of erection:  IS29 

B. Notes on alterations and additions: The stained glass windows 
on the sides of the church do not appear to he original and 
are in a style that would be associated with the mid-nineteenth 
century. Certain details on the frames of the windows over the 
entrance and on the top three stages of the tower appear to be 
from the second half of the nineteenth century. 

The tower clock was installed in 1916, A tablet to the left 
of the center entrance door reads:  "This tablet and the clock 
in the tower/ are presented in 1916 by/ Gilbert Asa Davis/ in 
memory of his father and mother/ Asa and Mary (Hosner) Davis/ ..." 

The interior of the building was redesigned in 1947 by Raymond 
Austin of We stem, Vemont. 

C. Reference:  Federal Writers' Project, Vermont^A Guide to the 
Green Mountain State (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1937), 
page 257. 

Prepared by Dr. Frank J. Roos, Jr., University of 
Illinois, for National Park Service 
July 1959 

PART II.  ARCHITECTURAL INEQUATION 

Layout:  Two-and-a-half story, rectangular building, seven bays 
long; an enclosed entrance porch projects fror-i one end and a 

e-stage tower is located over the entrance. .ft.; ;l- 

B. Foundations:  Granite. 

C. Wall construction:  Timber frame construction with clapboard 
siding. 

D. Entrance stoop: A wide platform, three steps high, made of 
large, cut blocks of granite. 
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E. Doorways:  Three entrance doors are located in the enclosed 
entrance porch, the center door being slightly wider and 
taller than the flanking doors. Each door is made up of two 
three-panel leafs. The doors are set in paneled frames with 
soiid-circular fanlights, which have reeded jambs and grooved 
ornament in the architraves. 

F. Roof: 

1. Shape, covering: Gahie roof on church and gable roof with 
pediment on entrance porch. Shingled covering. 

2. Cornice; Similar horizontal and raking cornices on  the 
entrance porch and the church go around the entire build- 
ing.  The cornice includes a cyma recta mold with a small 
bead moid directly under it and scroll-shaped KOdillions. 

G. Pilasters: Four fluted Doric pilasters on pedestals are 
located at both corners of the entrance porch and at hoth 
corners of the facade. 

H. Tower: The five-stage tower over the entrance straddles the 
ridges of the roofs of the church and the enclosed entrance 
porch. The first stage is square with flush, vertical hoard 
siding, and a cornice like that on the church and entrance 
porch. The second stage is square with flush, vertical board 
siding; it has one large, round-headed, louvered opening in each 
face and a molded cornice with a dentil range. The third stage, 
which contains the clock, is octagonal with the diagonal faces 
narrower than the main faces: an elaborate cornice made up of 
a cyma reversa, rope mold, jnodillion course, and beaded bed 
mold is arched over the clock faces on the four broad sides. 
The fourth stage repeats the octagonal form with narrower diag- 
onal sides; the narrower sides are paneled and the broad sides 
have large, round-headed, louvered openings: the cornice is 
siirpiy molded. The fifth stage is octagonal with solidly 
paneled sides and molded cornice; it is surmounted by a small, 
metal-clad dome, ball, and weathervane. 

I.  Orientation: The building faces southwest. 

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby, Architect 
National Park Service 
October i960 


