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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

TUCKAHOE 
HABS No. VA-712 

Location: 12601 River Road, Manakin Vicinity, Goochland County, Virginia. The center  
point of the house at Tuckahoe is located at latitude: 37.570036, longitude: 
-77.652782. The coordinate was obtained in August 2020 using Google Earth 
(WGS84); there is no restriction to the public for its use. 

Significance: Tuckahoe is perhaps the best known and best preserved colonial house in 
Virginia. It was begun by William Randolph ca. 1733, but was given its present 
form by his son, Thomas Mann Randolph in the 1750s. Randolph was at the top 
of the economic order in Goochland, which is demonstrated by Tuckahoe’s rich 
interior details, sheer size and complexity. In fact, with its H-shaped 
configuration, Tuckahoe is essentially two houses; a public dwelling in one 
section that faces the entrance drive or land side, and a private in another, facing 
the river. Acting as an intermediary space, the two sections are joined by a large 
saloon that was used occasionally as a ballroom. Thomas is also responsible for 
the remarkable collection of well-crafted, extant outbuildings, most of which are 
aligned along what is referred to as a “plantation street.”  

Description: Tuckahoe is a H-shaped building comprising essentially two houses joined by a 
large saloon to the center. One section faces the land, greeting and 
accommodating guests, while the other, facing the river, is reserved for family 
use. The principal river front section is a frame building with brick end walls and 
interior chimneys, set on a high brick basement. The five bay façade is 
symmetrically balanced, with the two bays to either side of the central entranced 
spaced together. A gable front portico covers the entrance. The windows are nine-
over-nine-light sash and slightly elongated. A dentiled cornice is viable beneath 
the overhanging eaves. The two-bay side elevation includes entrances into both 
the first floor and basement. The land section is near identical but lacks the brick 
end walls and has exterior brick chimneys. 

Adjacent to the house is a rare collection of early surviving outbuildings, most of 
which are found along a “plantation street” that runs north-south on the northwest 
side of the house. The street includes an office, a kitchen, two slave quarters, a 
smokehouse, and a storehouse. 

History: The Randolph family had a penchant for building dramatic mansions in wood, 
when in late colonial Virginia the loftiest gentry houses were generally rendered 
in masonry.  Peyton and Sir John Randolph’s Williamsburg houses come to mind, 
but the best known and the best preserved is Tuckahoe.  It was long believed that 
Thomas Randolph began building the H-shaped house soon after 1714, when he 
bought the site with between 600 and 700 acres from his brother John, adding it to 
property inherited from his father the previous year.  When Thomas patented 734 
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additional acres in 1723, the grant stated the new property adjoined land on which 
Randolph lived.1 
 
Dendrochronology undertaken in 1998 determined that Thomas did not, however, 
live in the present house, as the trees for the land-side (north) wing of the building 
were not cut until 1733.  Its richly decorated stair is remarkably similar to the 
larger (and now lost) stair probably installed at Rosewell in the 1730s. The walls 
and framing in the attic make it clear that the hyphen and river-side wing were 
built after the upper wing stood complete, two stories high and roofed, likely in 
the 1750s.  The house was begun, therefore, by Thomas Randolph’s son, William 
but given its present form, including its orderly arrangement of outbuildings, by 
William’s son, Thomas Mann Randolph, who lived there with his guardian Peter 
Jefferson and young Thomas Jefferson until Randolph reached his majority and 
thereafter until his death in 1793. 
 
As an adult, Thomas Mann Randolph followed in his father’s political footsteps.  
He was a vestryman, a burgess for Goochland in 1772, delegate to the Virginia 
convention in 1775, a delegate in the state assembly from 1784 to 1788, and a 
member of Congress in 1778.2  The 1782 Land and Personal Property Tax Lists 
indicate that Randolph was at the top of the economic order in Goochland.  He 
paid taxes on two Goochland plantations, Tuckahoe and a tract near Dover Creek, 
totaling 1,952 acres.  In 1787, he owned a total of 14,115 acres in Chesterfield, 
Goochland, Henrico, and Albemarle counties, 366 slaves, 122 horses, and 413 
head of cattle.  He easily maintained posthumous membership in the group that 
historian Jackson Turner Main called “The One Hundred” richest Virginians in 
the 1780s.3  Only merchant David Ross had more acres in Chesterfield County.4 
 
With its paired wings on either side of a two-story connector, Tuckahoe presents a 
singular appearance, looking like a pair of houses joined at the hip.  Following a 
1738 visit, Thomas Anburey explained the logic of this arrangement: 
 

[The] house seems to be built solely to answer the purposes 
of hospitality…It is in the form of an H, and has the 
appearance of two houses, joined by a large saloon…in one 

 
1 Henrico County Deeds (1710-1714) 287, dated 4 September 1714; Henrico Records [Deeds and Wills] 215-18, dated 6 
[illeg.] 17 [illeg.] and recorded 1 June 1713.  Nell H. Nugent, ed., Cavaliers and Pioneers.  Abstracts of Virginia Land 
Patents and Grants, 3 vols., (Richmond:  Virginia State Library, 1934-1979; reprint, (vol. 1), Baltimore:  Genealogical 
Publishing Company, Inc., 1963), III:  251, dated 5 Sept. 1723. 

2 Jefferson Randolph Anderson, “Tuckahoe and the Tuckahoe Randolphs,” in Genealogies of Kentucky Families, 2 vols. 
(Baltimore:  Genealogical Publishing Company, 1980), II:204-34. 

3 Jackson Turner Main, "The One Hundred,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd ser., XI (1954):380. 

4 See reports on Howard's Neck concerning Ross and his holdings. 
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the family reside, and the other is reserved solely for 
visitors.5 

 
Tuckahoe really was two houses, a public dwelling and a private one, connected 
by a generously proportioned living space.  Though the orientation of the stairs 
indicate that the house faced the river, there can be little doubt that most visitors 
entered the dwelling by its land-side door and the land-side wing was the public 
side of the house, being ideally situated for the reception and entertainment of 
company.  Like the state apartment of an English country house, this wing was 
finished in a manner superior to that employed in the part occupied by the family. 
Between the two wings stood the “saloon.”  As the meeting point between the 
separate domains of family and visitor, this unheated space assumed special 
importance in warmer weather, when doors at every quarter allowed cooling 
breezes to roll through the space.  In addition to functioning as a kind of summer 
sitting room, Anburey tells us that it served “as an occasional Ballroom” as well. 
 
All three spaces in the public wing are adorned with full-height walnut paneling, 
unusually rich for colonial Virginia.  Together with the fluted turning of the stair 
balusters, the carved newel, stair skirting and brackets are closely related to those 
at Rosewell in Gloucester County, completed by ca.1738 and to the brackets at 
Carter’s Grove, completed ca.1755.  The Rosewell connection may reflect family 
relationships, as William Randolph married Maria Judith Page from Rosewell.  
The ground-floor rooms of this land-side wing may have served as a hall and 
dining room, while those upstairs probably functioned as sleeping spaces. 
 
In the river-side wing, richly molded paneling and a “secret-nailed” floor seem to 
identify the left-hand room as a kind of parlor for the family’s use, with the 
simpler room opposite functioning as the principal sleeping space and the center 
from which the mistress of Tuckahoe administered her household.  The exterior 
door in this room, an added feature, would have afforded direct access to the 
service yard. 

 
Several details warrant special attention.  The river-front door may have been 
derived from a plate in William Salmon’s Palladio Londinensis.  Also worthy of 
notice are the paneled soffits of the door hoods and porch, as well as the fluted 
panels in the chamber, laid out with entasis to suggest the form of classical orders. 
In the front rooms early brass hinges are fabricated with detachable plates which 
hide the screws which mount them to the doors. 

 
Tuckahoe was employed for the opening scenes of Colonial Williamsburg’s long-
running film Story of a Patriot because of its unspoiled rural quality and the 
variety of its early outbuildings.  Two groups of buildings survive: one focused on 
the house and another forming what is often called a plantation street to one side. 

 
5 Thomas Anburey, Travels in the Interior Parts of America, 1789. 
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Well-finished outbuildings were increasingly used to embellish and mark the 
limits of genteel landscapes at the homes of “The One Hundred” as well as 
grandees elsewhere in broader European world.  Randolph anchored the southern 
corners of the land-side lawn with a pair of elevated frame ancillary buildings 
aligned with and facing the old wing of the house.  These were given a stylish 
outline by employing hipped roofs in spite of their square plans.  Their plastered 
rooms with fanciful interior domes above deep coves and heavy cornices make 
the traditional identities as office and schoolhouse entirely plausible. 
 
Virtually the same exterior encloses a base function to the north of the office, 
where a smokehouse with the identical hipped roof and exterior details faces away 
from the north end of the yard.6  A pair of more conventional-looking, two-room 
dwellings is located between the office and smokehouse.  These too suggest 
unrefined functions by turning their backs on the lawn and facing a second pair of 
two-room buildings across an 85-foot wide area popularly known as the 
plantation street.  The street is little changed from its appearance in early 
photographs, and each of the buildings looks similar to two-family slave houses 
with rooms sharing central chimneys.  Close inspection, however, shows that all 
four of the buildings were originally different from one another, and each evolved 
in a different manner. 
 
The most distant of the two-unit buildings is later, perhaps built as late as 1850, 
when Joseph Allen purchased the property.7  Allen may likewise have added a 
new brick kitchen behind the office, and a storehouse beyond the smokehouse and 
built to resemble it. Very similar to the office, schoolhouse, and smokehouse in 
form and details are two additional square buildings moved and altered for use as 
corncribs in the second half of the nineteenth century.  It is very tempting to 
imagine these as also lining the lawn, perhaps opposite the smokehouse or another 
front-stage element, but there is no above-ground evidence for their original 
locations. 

 
Sources: Anderson, Jefferson Randolph, “Tuckahoe and the Tuckahoe Randolphs,” in  

Genealogies of Kentucky Families, 2 vols. Baltimore:  Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 1980. 
 
Anburey, Thomas. Travels in the Interior Parts of America, 1789. 
 
Henrico County, Land Records.  
 

 
6 Those interested in the geometry of gentry house planning should note that the distance across the lawn between the 
outer walls of office and schoolhouse is the same as the length of the lawn measured between inner walls of office and 
smokehouse. 

7 Deeds (36) 41-42, dated 8 May 1850 and recorded 22 April 1851. 
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Henrico County, Register of Wills. 
 
Main, Jackson Turner, "The One Hundred,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd 
ser., XI (1954). 
 
Nugent, Nell H., ed. Cavaliers and Pioneers.   
 
Virginia State Library, Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents and Grants, 3 vols., 
(Richmond:  Virginia State Library, 1934-1979; reprint, (vol. 1), Baltimore:  
Genealogical Publishing Company, Inc., 1963. 

 
Historian: Edward A. Chappell, June 4, 1994; edited Jeffrey E. Klee, August 17, 2020 
 
Project 
  Information: The documentation of Tuckahoe was undertaken by the Architectural Research 

 Department of the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, in 1985 (returning in 1987 
and 1992). Beginning in 1980, the Architectural Research Department conducted 
intensive recording of early buildings in the Chesapeake region. A primary 
purpose of the work was to capture evidence through buildings, often endangered, 
for the lives of eighteenth and early nineteenth century residents, ranging from 
enslaved workers to wealthy property-owning Virginians and Marylanders. The 
department’s director Edward A. Chappell initiated and managed the project, 
while Willie Graham served as chief recorder. The particular character of the 
drawings reflects the architectural historians’ interest in how buildings evolved 
and were used over time. Although begun as the "Agricultural Buildings Survey," 
the scope of the project expanded to become a more comprehensive examination 
of domestic and agricultural sites, often including the dwelling house and its 
associated outbuildings along with structures related directly with farming. The 
historical report was written by Edward A. Chappell and edited by Jeffrey E. 
Klee. Catherine C. Lavoie edited and transferred them into HABS format. The 
drawings were scanned onto HABS title block by HABS architect, Robert Arzola. 
This undertaking was part of a larger effort to incorporate the documentation 
produced by the Architectural Research Department at Colonial Williamsburg 
(now the Grainger Department of Architectural Preservation and Research) into 
the HABS collection, begun in 2017 under the direction of Jeffrey E. Klee, the 
Shirley and Richard Roberts Architectural Historian, Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation and Catherine C. Lavoie, HABS Chief. 
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Figure 1: Perspective view of house; Willie Graham, photographer, 1992. 
 

 
 
Figure 2: Perspective detail to show relationship between the two parts; Willie Graham, photographer, 1992 
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 Figure 3: Detail of cornice; Colonial Williamsburg. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4: Detail of porch; Colonial Williamsburg. 
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Figure 5: Detail of cellar window, river-front facade; Edward Chappell, photographer, 1982. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 6: Interior, parlor door (burnt room), land side; Willie Graham, photographer, 1987. 
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Figure 7: Interior, saloon doors, center section; Willie Graham, 1985. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 8: Interior, river side exterior door in stair passage, possibly derived from a plate in William Salmon’s 
Palladio Londinensis; Willie Graham, 1985. 
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Figure 9: General view of outbuildings, kitchen to center, plantation office to right; Colonial Williamsburg. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 10: General view of outbuildings as seen from inside the grouping, Outbuilding C to the right, kitchen to the 
center rear, and slave houses to the right; Edward Chappell, photographer, 1982.  
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Figure 11: View of Slave House D in foreground, with Outbuilding C in the background; Edward Chappell, 
photographer, July 1982. 
 
 

 
 

 
         




