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"GREEN H3XL" LAUNDRY ,/A jt'M 

Address:        Virginia Road No. 728, Long Island Vicinity, 
Campbell County, Virginia 

Present Owner:   L. H. Holland and brothers 

Present Use:     Smokehouse. Presently used by the owners. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

"Green Hill" plantation was- built by Samuel Paimill who 
first bought 600 acres from William and Moses Fuqua in 
1797, and added to and developed the plantation 'til his 
death in 1864. 

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A. General Statement 

1. Architectural character; This is a simple, small stone 
building with a large chimney at one end. It remains 
much in its original state, retaining on one side the 
original shingles and much of the architectural wood- 
work. On the interior, the well has been modernized 
and the laundry room is no longer used as such but is 
now used as a smokehouse for curing meats. 

2. Condition of fabric: Stone walls and chimney in fair 
condition. Masonry work requires repointing. North 
roof still has original shingles almost weathered 
away allowing some deterioration of rafters and cor- 
nice boards. 

B. Technical Description of Exterior 

1. Overall dimensions: About 14f x 24' , 1 story. 

2. Foundations: Field stone. 

3. Wall construction: Reddish-brown fieldstone with 
lime mortar pointing. 

4. Chimneys: One centrally located end ehimney with 
two inside fireplaces built as an integral part of the 
east wall. Chimney cap, comprised of stone, is cor- 
beled out about 2". 

t 



nmm HILL1' UUHDRY ,,   u*> 
HABS No. VA-609 (Page 2)    } 

5. Openings: 

w 

a. Doorways and doors: One interior door opening with 
original board and "batten door, located between 
laundry room and well area. Well area is open 
on north side full length of room. 

b. Windows and shutters: No window openings as such; 
all openings are long narrow air vents containing 
vertical wooden bars 1" square spaced about 2" 
apart. These are located in the north and south 
walls of the laundry room and over the interior 
doorway between the laundry and well area. Open- 
ings are at eave level. No window sash or shutters 
evident. 

5. Roof: 

a. Shape, covering: Gable roof covered one side 
with original shingles; opposite side covered 
with sheet metal of modern origin*. 

b. Eaves: Boxed eave is formed by the extension of 
the ceiling joists past the stone wall about 14" 
and meeting the rafters, and enclosed by a fascia 
and soffit board (now missing). Gable ends have 
tapered and beaded verge boards that overlap the 
ends of the fascia. 

G. Technical Description of Interior 

1. Floor plans. The ground floor is divided into two parts; 
the west part of the building houses a well and is en- 
closed on three sides, the north side being open. Access 
into the laundry room is through a doorway off the well 
area, through a stone partition. A sh]a$ed stone trough 
is also located in this partition up about 16" from the 
floor and provides a fresh water connection between well 
and laundry. Another stone trough presumed to drain 
waste water from the interior of the laundry is located 
in the south wall. In the south wall of the well area 
is also another trough that permits fresh water to be 
caught at the rear of the building. The interior of 
the laundry room has two cut stone benches about 20" 
high and 41 long thought to be used fiar holding portable 
tubs and kettles. One bench is located on the north 
wall, the other on the west wall. The second floor is 
divided into two small rooms. 

2. Stairways: One stairway to the attic rooms is located 
on the west wall of the laundry room to right of entry 
door. Stairway is constructed of open treads notched 
into a stair stringer that has a beaded edge. 
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3. Flooring: Both areas have dirt floors. 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Walls are exposed field stone. 
Ceilings are exposed joists having a headed lower edge 
with attic floor boards showing. ALl of the studding 
and rafters in this building, confined to the attic 
structure, have beaded edges.  Whitewash was probably 
used on ceiling beams and ceiling boards for first floor 
finish. 

5. Doorways and doors: Only one exterior door opening 
from well area into laundry room. Contains original 
board and batten door. One door opening on second floor 
or attic level contains board and batten door. 

6. Trim: Original window frames and grilles. 

7. Hardware: Wooden latches. 

8. Lighting: None. 

9. Heating: Fireplaces, two located in laundry room in 
east wall. Also two small warming ovens. Both fire- 
places are spanned with a single stone of unusual 
shape. The sides of the fireplaces as well as the 
front and rear fa.sjes were constructed of cut stone. 
The remainder of the chimney is field stone. 

D. Site 

1. General setting and orientation: The longitudinal axis 
of the building is oriented east and west as are the 
axis of the kitchen, "duck house" and slave quarters 
nearby. 

2. Walks and drives: Cobblestone walk runs parallel to 
building on the north side about eight feet away. 

3. Enclosures: None. The building is situated north of 
the stone fence that enclosed a boxwood garden which 
has nearly disappeared. 

Prepared by Orville W. Carroll, Architect 
National Park Service 
October, I960. 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

GREEN HILL, LAUNDRY 
(Green Hill, Wash House) 

This is an addendum to a 3-page report previously transmitted to the Library of Congress. 

Location: 378 Pannills Road (State Route 728), Southwest of the town of Long Island, near 
the junction of Epsons and Pannills Roads, Long Island vicinity, Campbell 
County, Virginia. The Laundry is located close to latitude: 37.061605, longitude: 
-79.071847. The coordinate was obtained in 2019 using Google Earth (WGS84); 
there is no restriction to the public for its use. 

Significance: Equally out of the ordinary for a Chesapeake plantation as the kitchen building is 
the Green Hill laundry or wash house.  Like kitchens, even the most substantial 
early laundries were seldom more than a plain workroom with a fireplace.  Here 
there were four rooms, each with specialized fittings. 

Description: The laundry building is built of rubble stone walls shielded by unusually deep 
eaves.  There are two rooms on each floor.  On the ground floor the outer room is 
entirely open on the side facing the farmyard, and it houses a turn-of-the century 
pump, presumably located over an original well.  The inner room, accessible only 
from the pump room, through a doorway with a viewing hole and, above, a 
transom that, like windows in both rooms, is placed high and is barred rather than 
glazed.  Water for washing was heated in a pair of fireplaces similar to the three 
cooking fireplaces in the kitchen.  Here too there is an iron trammel bar, set into 
ashlar masonry behind an 8’-long stone lintel with a ramped form suggesting 
Greek Revival influence in an unlikely setting.  Stone chutes set into the walls 
carried water from the pump room into the washroom (above a brick-lined sump) 
and allowed it to be discarded from both rooms toward the garden.  There is a 
stone bench on the opposite wall of the washroom, presumably to support 
washtubs.  Recesses in the stonework beside the fireplaces are similar to those 
over the fireplaces in the kitchen. 

An original ladder stair rises from a large squared stone next to the interior 
doorway in the washroom.  The stair opening is closed off in the loft by a 
doorway and framed partitions on either side, which form two unheated rooms.  
The partition sheathing is carried up to the ridge and is spaced, presumably to 
improve circulation of air for drying clothes there. 

There is unusual manipulation of the floor and eaves framing.  The loft over the 
washroom is framed by framing members that alternate in both length and depth.  
Long joists 8” deep extend beyond the walls to support the overhanging room, 
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while intermediate joists 6” deep stop at the outside edge of the wall.  Here the 
spaces between the long joists are sealed by horizontal boards nailed to the ends 
of the smaller joists.  The loft above the pump room is supported only by long 
joists, placed closer together to compensate for the lack of intermediates.  Rafters 
are placed only above the long joists, resulting in different spacing in the two 
sections. Again, the careful finishing of framing members and sheathing is 
evident.  The joists, rafters, collars, attic studs, partition boards, and stair stringer 
are all beaded. 

History: The laundry or wash house is one of a number of outbuildings erected by Samuel 
Pannill as part of his extensive Green Hill plantation, beginning after his initial 
land purchase in 1797. Pannill rose to become the richest man in post-
Revolutionary Virginia, yet despite his wealth he built a relatively modest house, 
focusing instead on farm operations. As part of that effort, Pannill assemble one 
of the most extensive and costly plantation complexes known from the early 
Chesapeake, including many exceptional outbuildings. Built somewhat later than 
the kitchen is the wash house, ca.1820-1840. This date is based on material 
evidence such as the hewn and sawn wood, with the saw marks planed off, small 
headed cut nails, wrought nails in door, and the Greek Revival-inspired fireplace 
lintel. It is a remarkable building for its type, possessing four rooms, rather than 
the usual single room. 

Sources: Campbell County, Virginia, Land Records. 

  _____________________, Register of Wills. 

Early, R. H. Campbell Chronicles and Family Sketches Embracing the History of 
Campbell County, Virginia 1782-1926 (Lynchburg, Virginia:  J. P. Bell 
Company, 1927), 473-74. 

Historian: Edward A. Chappell, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, using documentary 
research by Julie Richter, 1982. 
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Project 
Information: The documentation of Green Hill was undertaken by the Architectural Research 

Department of the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, in 1982. Beginning in 
1980, the Architectural Research Department conducted intensive recording of 
early buildings in the Chesapeake region. A primary purpose of the work was to 
capture evidence through buildings, often endangered, for the lives of eighteenth 
and early nineteenth century residents, ranging from enslaved workers to wealthy 
property-owning Virginians and Marylanders. The department’s director Edward 
A. Chappell initiated and managed the project, while Willie Graham served as 
chief recorder. The particular character of the drawings reflects the architectural 
historians’ interest in how buildings evolved and were used over time. Although 
begun as the “Agricultural Buildings Survey,” the scope of the project expanded 
to become a more comprehensive examination of domestic and agricultural sites, 
often including the dwelling house and its associated outbuildings along with 
structures related directly with farming. The buildings were measured and drawn 
by Ed Chappell, Willie Graham, Mark Schara, Douglas Taylor, Donna Hole and 
Charles (see individual sheets). The historical report was written by Edward A. 
Chappell using documentary research by Julie Richter. Catherine C. Lavoie edited 
and transferred them into HABS format. The drawings were scanned onto HABS 
title block by HABS architect, Robert Arzola. This undertaking was part of a 
larger effort to incorporate the documentation produced by the Architectural 
Research Department at Colonial Williamsburg (now the Grainger Department of 
Architectural Preservation and Research) into the HABS collection, begun in 
2017 under the direction of Jeff Klee, the Shirley and Richard Roberts 
Architectural Historian, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation and Catherine C. 
Lavoie, HABS Chief. 
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Figure 1: Exterior of Laundry; Edward Chappell, photographer, June 19, 2008. 
 

 
 
Figure 2: Rear façade of Laundry; Willie Graham, photographer, June 19, 2008. 
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Figure 3: Laundry chimney; Edward Chappell, photographer, June 19, 2008. 
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Figure 4: Detail of Laundry chimney; Willie Graham, photographer, June 19, 2008. 
 

 

Figure 5: Detail of exterior stone trough; Willie Graham, photographer, June 19, 2008. 
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Figure 6: Detail of Laundry fireplaces; Edward Chappell, photographer, June 19, 2008. 
 

 

Figure 7:  Detail of handing shelf, interior; Willie Graham, photographer, June 19, 2008. 
 

 


