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St. JOHN’Y CHURCH HABS No, VA-973

Harrison Ztreet at Bird Street {(norithwest
corner), Scottsville, Albemarle County,
Yirginia.

Latitude 37°47'57" North

Lonzitude 78°29'49" East

The trustees of St. John's Church,
Religious services and related activities.

This small Episccpal church, loczted in the
historiec James River town of Scotisville,

15 an exesllent ewxample of rural “Carpenter
Gothic" architecture. This style is somewhat
uncemimson in this area of Vlrgln;¢, where the
design of most public ouildings 1s derived

from the elements of Jeffersonian Neo-Classicism,

PART 1. HISTORICAL INFORMATTON

A, Physical History:

1

1849

1. QOriginal and subgeguent owners: The following is an

incomplete chain of titie to the land on which the
church stands, All transactions ares 3 matter of
public record in the office of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court of Albemarle County.

1863

Deed dated January 1, 1849: Peyton and Jane C,
Harrison sell to Mahala Dawson ‘or $1000 lots
169, 170, and 171 "in Harrison's Addition

to the itown of Scottsville,™ Deed Book 47,
page 393.

{Note: “"Harrison's Addition" was a
twenty-one acre plot owned by Peyton Harrison,
annexed by the town of Scottsville in 1831.
Lots 169, 170, and 171 madc up thic block
bounded bty Harrison, Bird, Page, and Lindgay
Streets, $S%. John's Church stands on Lot 169.)

Deed dated September 16, 1863: Mahala Dawson
"sells to Charles M. Ragland for $1500 lots
169, 170, and 171. Deed Book 61, page 38.
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Chancery Court hearing on May 25, 1875
the Sale of a “"part of lot 169 to Henry
Gantt and Themas A, Griffin at the price
of $125" by John B. Moon, receiver in the
eztate of C.,M, Ragland, is "in all reaspects
"upvoved, ratified, ond confirmbd...ﬁnd
voent the paymont of =11 ithe gurchas
meney by 3aid Gantt andg Grifiin, c_lQ
John B. Moon, who is hereuy aprointed a
special commissioner for that Durpese,
shall convey to them by proper deed...
the aforesaid part of lot 169 on the
corner of Harrison and Bird Streets in
the town of Scottsville." Chancery Order
Book 9, page 32.

Deed dated December 6, 1877: land “consisting
of a front of 50 feet upon the stree*t ¥nown...
as Harrison Street and running back 140 feet,
the same being a part cf the lot known in

the plan of the said tewn as 1ot number 159,
the southern boundary c<f the same being

Bird Street and being bounded on the Norih

and West by the lands of Georze S. Dawson...
and the shape of the same beirg a rectangle"
is conveyed to Henry Gantt, Thomas G, Griffin,
and W, Gordon Merick, trustees for St. John'®s
Chapel, by John B. Moon, Srecial Commissioner
of the Circuilt Court of Albemarle County.

Deed Book 73, page 96.

Date of erection: 1875

Avrchiteet: Unknecwn

Alterations and additions: In 1949 a one~story
addition was erected on the north and west sides
of the original church buillding. Construction

of

this addition n2cessitated the removal of the

original vestry at the west end of the church,
and the elimination of the windows in the north
wall of the sanctuary.

(This addition, hecause of the recentneoss

of its construction and tts lack of historical
or architectural interest, is not freated in the

archite

ctural description which follows.)

storical events and persons connected with the
”tiucture:

St. Anmels Parish was formed in 1745 {concurrently
with the formation of Albemarle County) from -

Q+

-

Janes*s.Parish in Goechland County, By 1777,

“
) A" we
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following the {ormation of Buckingham County

to the gouth, Amherst County to the southwest,
and Fluvanna County to the southeast, 3t, Anne’s
Parish had been reduced to its present size.
The northern boundary of the parish was the
Thrae Notched or Three Chopt Roead which ontered
alverarle County irom Zion®s Crossroads cn the
eact, crossed the Rivanra at Secretary’s Ford,
followed the present-day course of Main Street
in Charlottesville, and procecded westward to
Crozet and Jarman's Gap.

By the beginning of the American Revolution
at least four churches had been established in
St. Anne's Parish: the Broken~Backt Church, on
land cecded to Fluvanna County in 1777 Ballenger's
Church near Warren; Garden Church near North
Garden; and an unnamed church (later to be known
as the 014 Forge Church) near Carter's Bridge,

In the turmoil of the Revolution and the
Disestablishment of 1784, the parish f211 upon
hard times; in fact, frem 1784 +o zbvout 1820,
Tt. Amme's 21t but ceazed to functlion 23 an
active parish, Ry 1335, however, 5%t. Anne's
Parish was once again a2 flourishing sntity with
two established churches: the revived church
at North Garden, and the new Christ Church,
Glendower, built in 1832.

Parishioners in the Scottsville area
continued to worship at Christ Church, sonc
six miles north of the town, until the early
1870's., The Parish Regisnter makes mention of
"Scottaville collections™ as early as 1872,
fadicating that a small congregation must have
been meeting in a private home in Scottsville
‘at that time, Finally, in 1875, the Scottsville
parishioners were able to erect their own chapel
on a hillside lot purchased from the estate of
Mr. C.M. Ragland. This 1875 structure has
continued in active use to the present day.

C. Sources of Informationt
1. Bibliography
Jofferson®s Albemarle. Compiled by Workers of

the Writers® Program of the WPA-in Virginia.
Charlottesville, 1941,

Moade, William. 01d Churches, Ministers and
famities. Philadelpnia, J.B. Lippincott, 1857.

Moore, Virginia, Scottsville on the James: an
Informal History. Charlottesville, The Jarman
Press,. 1969, )
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Woods, Rev. Edmrre.  Albemarle Countyv in
Yirzinia. Charlottesville, The Michie Company,
1901,

2. Intervisws

Mrz. [, REuzeell Moorm, Jr., Scottaville.
¥r., Renert J, Walls, Scotisvillo.
PART IT. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION
A, General Statement:

1. Architectural character: 35%t, John's Church is a
small, rectangular frame building with a steeply-
pitched roof, beard-and~-batten siding, and Gothic
Revival detailing, It reflects accurately the
styvlistic tendencies of its period--the 1870's--
and the occasional crudities to be expected in
rural workmanship.

oric: CGood

-ty
n

2. Conditicn of
Deseription of exterior:

1. ©Overall dimension: This building measures sixty-
seven feet, nine inches in length {(from the east
wall of the vestlbule to the west wall of the
1949 addition) and fifty-two feet, four inches
in width (from the north wall of the 1949 addition
to the south wall of the sanctuary.)

?. TFoundations: The foundations are of brick laid
in common bond, approximately thirteen inches in
thickness. In addition. there is a single row
of brick pilers running beneath the full 1enzth
of the sanctuary.

7. WwWall construction, finlshk and color: All exterior
walls are of woed in the form of vertical bozrd-
and-tatten siding. The plain battens, which rise
from a simple wooden water table with beveled
upver edfe, average two inches in width and are
spaced approximately eight inches apart, The
siding has been patched on the western wall of
the ulldrwr, providing a faint cutline of the
original vesiry. All exterior walls are painted
white.

&,  Strictural system and framinz: The f{loor rests
upon wooden jolsts spaced approximately fiffeen
irches apart, which in turn are supported by
B" x 9" beams resting on the brick foundation
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and on the ceriral row of brick piers. The
wialls appear to be of simple balloon~{rame
construction, with the studs spaced an
undetermined distance apart., In addition,
there are Tfour iron tie~rods spanning the
widih ¢f The sanctuary, their outer ends

I . At . . . . - X ek LU T, 1. -
boeited to Shoe eaxteriocor walle just below the

peint of juncture with the rocof.

Perches: A flight of five wooden sfteps leads
up from ground~level to the eastern docr of the
vestibule. There are very simple wooden
handrails.

Chimneyst There are two brick chimneys, one

on each slope of the roof. Both chimneys have
wind-caps. The chimneys are no longer used and
appear to be in poor condition.

Cpenings
2. Qoorw vc znd docrs:  The only snirsonce =0
Tthe original structure 135 a diublz doorway
at the eastern end of tne vestibule. The

doorway is in the shape of a2 pointed arch
and has a simple enframement with a2 chevron-
shaped keystcne. The doors, which are
identical on their interior and exterior
faces, are divided into two panels each:

a narrow oblong panel below and a fan-
shaped panel above which follows the curve
of the pointed arch. The hardware appbears
to be original; porcelaln doorknobs and,

on the interior face, an interesting keyhcle
cover of porcelain in the form of drooping
leaves or plumes.

b. Windows and blinds: The vestibule has two
windo~ys, one sach in the north and south
walls. The openings are in the shape of
a pointed arch and have enframements
identical to that ¢f the eastern doorway,
complete with chevron-shaped keystones.

The windows, which are fixed, consist of
six panes of what appears to be original
*lar,

Origincally, the sunctuary had eight
identical windows, four ecuch in the north
and south walls, Those in the north wall
were eliminated when the parish house was
built in 1949. The four remaining opening
arc in the shape of a pointed arch, with the
same enframement and keystone found in the

~vestibule windows and doorway. The windows
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are divided into three sashes, of which
only the lovaest is moveable., Each sash
contains six panes of what appears to be
original glass; the panes in the two lower
szshes are rectangular, while those in the
top sash are oddly-shaped so as to fit into
the po:n+“d arch.

Yetal pintles arz prezent on all
;ter*ow window frames, indicating tThat
linds sence hung there,

c. Miscellaneous openings: There is a circular
lecuvered opening in the eastern gable of the
sanctuary, above the vestibule,

There are several small ventilation
openings in the brickwork of the foundation;
a large opening which provides access to
the crawlspace 1s located in the foundation
below the south wall of the vestibule,

8. Roof

a. Shave, coverinz, z2nd maierisls: Beih the
vestitule and the sanctuary have steeply=-
pitched zable roofs, Both roofs are covered
with slate 1aid so that the uppermoct course
of slate on the north slope of the roof
extends approximately two inches above the
ridge.

b. Bell tower: There is a2 small two-stage
Hell tower at the eastern end of the sanctuary
roof, The tower is faced with vertical bvoard-
and~tatten siding and has 2 slate-covered
gable roof, In the east and west walls are
louvered cpenings in the shape of z pointed
arch with enframements and chevron-shaped
keystenes identical to thosce used on the
ground-~level doorways and windows, Atop
the tower is a wooden cross with chamfered
COTNars.,

0

. Decorative trim: Scroll-saw panels follow the
rocflines on all three parts of the building:
vestitule, sanctuary, and bhell tower. Dcecorative
cutcuts are .in six different patterns: (1) zlong
the east and west gables of thz bell tower, a
simole trefoil with sharply pointed lotes;

{(2) along the norih and south eaves of the bell
tover, the same trefoll alterrating with small
circular custouts; (3) along the north and scuth
eaves of the vestibule, a larger varsion of the
tr:f01l with pointed lobes {(#) in the east gable
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ot the ventibule, » trefoil wlth more rounded
Loben, alternating with clrculnr cutout::;

(5) along the nor:h and gouth eaves of the

sanc tuary, a pattorn concisting roughly of

three triangles, each having cusps which divide
the Iriangles into three unequal lotes; and

(6) in *ha east and went gables of tne sanctuary,
2 narrower and wore elongated version of (5).

C. Begoription of ‘nverior:
1. Floor plans

a. Easement: The church has no basement.
There is an unfinished crawlspace, averaging
thres feet in height, neneath the vestibule
and the sanctuary,

b. First floer: Entry to the first floor of the
building is gained by means of a doukle door
in the center of the east wall of the vesti-
bule. The vestibule itself is almost square
in plan., There are windows in the canter of
beth the north and seouih walls., Directly
cpprosite the east entry deor, in the center
of *he west wall of the vestibule, is a
double door which opens into the sanciuary.

The sanctuary is rectangular in plan,
The east wall is unbroken except for the
door leading from the vestibule. The south
wall is pierced by four regularly~spaced
lancet windows; between the first and second
windows from the east is a flue which projects
into the room and runs from floor to ceiling.
Tn the north wall, near the east end, is a
single door which opens into the 1949 parish
house addition: to the west of this door,
opposite the flue on the south wall, is
another flue running the full height of the
wall, In the west wall, near the southwest
corner, is a single door which opens inte the
parish house.

Approximately three~fourtihs of the sanc-
tuary is gziven over 1o seating: ten rows cof
pews arranged in twe sections =0 as to form
a center aisle with narrower side aisles

along the north and south walls. The remaining

one-fourth of the sanctuary, at the west end,
in occupied by a raised platform which rizes
approximately ten inches above the sanctuary
floor. Atop this platform, centered against
the west wall, 2 smaller second platferm
rises an additional eight inches. These two
platforms support altar furnishings, nost of
which are not fixed {c¢ the floor.
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€. Attic: The sttic space above the sanctuary
is unfinished, Entry is via a ladder through
a trapdoor in the parish house.

Stairways: There are no interior stalirways
Y

Flooering: The vestibule floor is ceversd with
lincleum. The Uancuu"“” iz Fleored wiih randonm-
widih ni sinted.  The 2iarks

anks, waxed Rhey

average five inches in wiﬂtn, The platicrm at

the west end of the sanctiuary is also flecred with
random~-width planks, the average width in this

area being only two inches,

Wall and ceiling finish: Walls throughout the
structure are finished in white~painted plaster.

- Cellings in both the vestibule and the sanctuary

are of tongue=and-groove planks averaging five
inches in width. The ceiling in the vestibule is
painted white; that in the sanctuary is stained

a dark brown. '

Doorways and dcors T! *Gcrwaj leadi

vegtibule to the odnct_a“y 18 in the shape of 2
pointed arch. The enframement with che vronecha ped
kKeystone is identical to that used around the
other docrs and windows in the building. The
double doore are identical on their twe faces,
each door being divided into four panels: three
rectangular panels of varying sizes and a fan-
shaped upper panel whose curve follows that of

the arched doorframe. The hardware on these doors
is of recent manufacture.

The two doorways leading from the sanctuary
to the parish house are identical. Each i3 rec=
tangular in shape, framed with modern stock
moldings. Each door if divided inte four panels:
two square panels above and two narrow oblong
panels below,

Windows: Window enframements on the interior of
the two vestibule windows and the four sanctuary
windows are almost identical to those on the
xterior, the only differsnce being a slight
variation in the design of the sills and aprons.

Trim and details: The interior of the churech is
aimost entirely dev01a cf ornamental trim. There
is no ccrnice, and cnly a very simple Paseboard
with beveled upper edge .

A bell rope hangs irom the bell tower througn
the ¢eiling of the san¢tuary, passing into the
vestibule through a woocd-framed hole in the east
wull just above and to the left of the vestibule:



PR

R

pagae 9

HABS No. VA-973

On the scuth wall of the vestibule, to the
rizht ot the window, is a shield-zhaped white
marble plaque wi+h a black-painted carved inserip-
tion memorializing Rev. Thomas E. Locke,

The sanctu

!
““ut’Oﬂ lS
turn baino

. . . .
whinh ’,(3 NG Al T2Enh rows TaE!

The end of each row is a single board, appr

ary pews are arranged in
ns and are fixed to the flioor. Each
made up of ten rows, eich row in

My g
oo Oy

thirty inches high and one and one~-half inches
thick, the top cut in a simple S-curve, The pews
are gstained a dark reddish-~brovm and are devoid

of any applied ornament,

There is an interesting
baptismal font of carved and
basin is lined with tin, and
brass fittings.

free~standing
turned wood. The.
the cover has heavy

Four pews identicazl to those used for congre-

gational

seating have been placed on the raised

pTatIorn for use by the choire The remainder of

the furni turA on the platf
r, kns tenches, tom
to
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altar
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9. Lighting:
fixtures

1y Al N
munion rai

oe cf recent manuta

rm--pulpit, lectern,
» and
Ture.

1
b
~
e

There are five suspended electrical
in the building: four in the sanciuary

and one in the vestibule. Additional lighting
is provided by six brass kerosene lamps {(now
eloctrified) which rest in wrourht-iron brackets
affixed to elongated wooden plates on the north

and south sanctuary walls.

1¢, Heating: Apparently the manctuury was originally
heated by ceal- or woed-burning stoves which were
vented throuch the still~extunt flues and chimneys,
The church 1s now hesated by means of a central
furnace located in the crawlsvace beneath the
sanctuary, with hot-air registers placed along the

sanctuary baseboards.

Site: St, Johnt's Church stands on a part of lot 169,

at the corner of Harrison and Bir

Streets, Lot 169

originally extended from Harrison Street all the way
bpack to Page Street, but only the portion of the lot
froniine on Harrison St. wac purchased by the churce?

trustees.

The original 1ot was only fifty feet wide,

put was expanded nerthward to accommodate the parish

house buili in 19493 the boxwood

hedge on the north

side of the churchyard protably marks the original

boundary, of the lot,

Thé site, which contains several mature evergresn

and deciduous trees and shrubs,

is a hillside sloping
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gradually downward in two directions: southward
toward the James River, and eastward tcward Valley 5t.,
one of Scottsville's tvo main business streets.

The immediate nelghborhood is reﬂldential, made
up mostly of itwo=story or story-and-a~-half houses of
varying age, all seemingly in good condition and
wellﬂcqréd for. Next door to the church on the north
is "'*ﬂﬂcws", z large wnite frame bhouse da“ing from

1

e}y P . e, L .
The o i mrastepnth oor ul.’"“/ The oouth ~ A
-

Fige e Soutn Tor
Bird Sﬁreetg stands "0id Hali", a fine brie ; nous
built in 1830. A half-block to the east, on the
south side of Bird Street, is the Pregbyterlan Church,
the oldest church building in the town of Scottsville,

g
-
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PART III. PROJECT INFORMATION

This documentation was developed by students in the School of
Architecture, at the University of Virginia, under the direction
of K. Edward fﬁss:Lstant Dean, in 1974, It was donated to the
Historic Amerlcan Buildings Survey, and was not completed under
HABS supervision, nor edited by HABS staff.



