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D. Supplemerntal Material: The following copy was Drepared in
connection with 2 Gerden vVeek on Virginia pilgrimage about ten years
ago. This article is reasonably accurate bul the date 1745, for the
small dwelling on the wroperty is guestiongble:

4 grant of land on Folly Cwreek in lccomeack County was made 4o
Edignd Bowman in 1663, “here he buill a house and lived with his family,
He became Sheriff, Burgess and Justice in the Cclony. The death of
his son and the marricges of his doughters decided him fo return to
Englend, leaving ‘Bowmsn's Folly' %o his daughier, Gertrude, and
her husband, John Cropper. Successive generations of Croppers in~
herited the planitavion. John Cropper, born in 1755, owned it at

the outbreak of the Revolubtionsry Jar in which he fought under
Washington, atiaining the rank of Licubenant Colonel. During the
wer he became 2 close friend of Lafayette who, incidentally, on his -
last visii lo the Uaited States, was a guest a1 "Bowman's Folly.!

"puring the Yar of 1812 Colonel Cropper was appoinied a Brigadier
General, and commanded the militia of Accomack County. A British
gunboat sailed up Folly Creelk, the crew landed and burned down
‘Bowman's ¥Folly' on account of the prominence of the owner. The
present house was built in 1816 on the site of the earlier one.
Before building commenced, slaves hauled earth from the shore to form
a large mound on which the house stands high and safe from the storm
tides which occasionally flood the creek banks, In addition to the
elevation for his house, the Genersl created 3 roomy boat basin,
which must have been o great convenience; however, time has filled

in the basin until now it is only a shallow pool at high tide.

“The house iz typlcal of Zastern Shore architecture: "Big House,
ittle House, Colomnade and Kitchen;' all one room deep bo inmsure
free passage of the sea breeze in summer. The main house has three
floors, with ten unususlly pretty dormer windows ip the third floor
and a deep, wide cornice., The cuiside is identical whether approached

by water or by land. Beautiful 1little porches with brick steps and
brici floors, arched ceilings and intricaiely carved cornice, both

nside and out, lead to the matching doors at each end of the wide
central hall. Over each of these porches 18 an ornamental, triple
window, the casings of which repeat the elaborate carving of the
porches.

“The two rooms on the first floor of the main house are large and.well
proportioned, with cornices, paneling and handsome mantels. The gane
carving and paneling are repeated in the hall, and the staircase is

a really unique feature of the house. A long flight goes up by the
east wall to a landing which crosses above the north entrance, thence
e short flight reaches the second floor. Steps continue up by the
easl wall Lo a landing, which, as it crosses the large ornsmental
window, is guspended from the ends, and has railings along both- 81des
like a bridge. At the west end of this landing are a few more steps
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10 the third floor. Looklag up from bclor, the carving and many
turns. are striking, but it is the suspended landing which is the most
interesting festure of the stairway.

"In the story and a half "Little House,' the downsiairs room was a

bedroou} or perhaps an office, in the carly days. In interesting
accordian partition, which when folded back gives free circulation
of air, may be LRLOIQLQ dividing the room and forming 3 passage to

the colonnade. There is & guainl 1lititle bedroom abOVQ un¢s, reached
by winding stalrs, with four dormer windows and a tiny fireplace,

AL right angles to the 'Litile House! is the one story 'Colonnade!
leading to the old kitchen with a great fireplace, a brick floor and
& laodder~like stair to an upper room.

" 1ittle distance Lo the eacst of the main house is & charming smaller
house, also of the Baslern Shore type, which dates from aboult 1745,
and there are several old outbuildings.

In 1930 *Bowman's Folly' was left to General Beverly F. Browne by

Miss Catherine Cropper. General Browne i1s a great-great-grandson

of the Revolutionary General. It is unfortunsate that he has not been
able to mzke the place his home; a handsome house, so well preserved

and with such lovely surroundings, deserves a happler fate ‘than to
stand empty most of the time, although it is completely furnished, and
contains meny things of real interest, IT is being opened to the public
for the firsi time in meny years during Historic Garden Week.!

Prepared by Commender John A, Upshur
Conguliant, Colonial ¥Willilamsburg
January 1962.

PART X1, ARCHITECTURAT, INFORMATTION

A. General Statement
1. Architectural character: Mansion of the "Big House,
Little House, Colonnade and Kitchen' type with well-designed
exterior wood trim.
2. Condition of fabric: Good.
'B. Technical bDescription of Exterior

1. Over-all dimensions: Two-and-a-half gtoried main house
with one-story, L—Shapca wzng%.

2. Foundations: Brick._

3. Well construction: #ood frame covered with clapboards.
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4. Porches: Vood

5. Chimneys: Bric
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porches ot each end of ceniral hall,

¥k with corbeled czps,

6. Opcenings: Double-hung windows, eight over eight lightu

sagh with louvered shubters
of central hell.

7. Roof:

. clladian windous a2t second-floor level

a. shepe, covering: Gebled roofs covered with as-

phelt shingles,

b. Cornice:
angd carved bed mold

Ca Dormers:

tiolded cornice with pendant--iype consoles

Gebled dormers; circular-headed dorper

windows with cight over eight light sssh.

C. Interior: nob accessible.

D. &ite

1. General seiting and orientation: House faces Folly

Creek to south soubhwest.

Land has gradual slope to creek..

2. Enclosures: Fenced in with picket fence with house com-
plex forming southeast corner, '

3. Outbuildings:

4. Lendscaping:

Unusual privy, corn shed and dovecot.

Some formel plantings out not well kept.
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Prepared by Archie ¥. Franzen, frchitect
Natlonal Park Service
Merch 1960,
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