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HISTORICAL AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

STILES-PIGG FARMSTEAD, SMOKEHOUSE 

HABS NO. TX 3382-D 

Location: 20' North of the Stiles-Pigg Farmstead, Main House 

Present Owner: Texas National Research Laboratory Commission 
(TNRLC) 
1801 N. Hampton Road, Suite 400 
DeSoto, Texas 75115 

Present Occupant: None 

Present Use: Vacant 

Statement of 
Significance: The Smokehouse is a component of the Stiles-Pigg Farmstead 

dates to the late nineteenth century when Ellis County farms 
were among the most productive sources of cotton in the 
nation and played key roles in the local cotton trade. 

HISITORICAL INFORMATION 

A. General Statement: 

1. History: This building appears to date from the fourth and 
first quarters of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It 
was identified by John Edwin Welch as having been used as a 
smokehouse, but there was no evidence for that function 
visible from the building's interior. Originally constructed 
as a single-crib outbuilding, it was later enlarged with the 
add ition of a second crib. 

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

1. Architectural Character: The smokehouse is located 20.0' 
north of the main house. It is a one-story, single-pile, 
double-crib outbuilding. (See photographic documentation 
HABS No. TX-3382-D-1 through HABS No. TX-3382-D-4 and HABS 
drawings, Sheet 4. Room numbers on the drawings are 
indicated in parentheses). 

2. Condition of Fabric: The building is in fair to poor 
condition. 



B. Description of Exterior: 
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1. Overall Dimensions: The smokehouse measures 18'-4" x 12'-5". 

2. Foundations: None. Wood sills are laid on grade. 

3. Walls: The walls are covered in a mixture of materials. The 
original crib (100) is covered in full-dimension 1"x12" 
boards with 1 "x4" battens. The second crib (101) is covered 
to the eaves in lapped wood siding, 5/8" in thickness, with a 
5" exposure, and trimmed at the corners with 1 "x5" corner 
boards. 1 "x12" boards are laid vertically from the plate to 
the ridge at the gable ends. Random-sized pressed, vee 
groove, corrugated and plain metal sheets have been used as 
skirt material as well as a covering for small openings. 

4. Structural System, Framing: The smokehouse cribs (100, 101) 
are of plank and balloon frame construction. Wood sills and 
sleepers in the west crib (100) are of indeterminate size, 
while top plates and tie-beams are circular-sawn 3 1/2"x5 
1 /2" and 3 1 /2"x3 1 /2", respectively. Studs and rafters in 
the east crib (1 01) are nominal-sized 2"x4" members. 

5. Openings: The building is entered through two severely 
deteriorated five-panel doors, located in the gable end on 
the south side of the building, providing access to both 
cribs. They are simply cased in 1 "x5" wood trim, without 
drip caps. A reused single-light wood sash is located in the 
west wall of the original crib (100) and a board and batten 
door is located in the adjacent crib's (101) east wall. 

6. Roof: The roof is gabled with a slope of 7 in 12 and is 
covered in vee groove metal. At the north gable end, wire 
tie-downs are attached to the leading edge of the metal roof 
to resist wind loads. 

C. Description of Interior: 

1. Floor Plan: The interior of the smokehouse is divided into 
east and west cribs (100, 101) 

2. Flooring: Both cribs are floored in 1 "x8" wood planks, laid 
north-south. 




