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The Main House is a component of the B. F. Forrester, 
Sr. Farmstead, which illustrates the legacy of one of 
the most prominent farming families in the community 
of Boz, Ellis County, Texas. 

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. General Statement: 

1. History: The main house was enlarged through three phases 
of construction. The original building form ca. 1870 was a 
single-pile with center passage plan, the limits of which 
are evident from the presence of 4" lapped wood siding, an 
exterior wall finish, on the south wall of the hall and 
storage room (102, 202). A similar condition exists on the 
opposite wall, which indicates that the kitchen ell (104, 
105, 203) was probably a detached outbuilding. The 
breezeway between the house and the ell was enclosed ca. 
1890. The porch was enclosed ca. 1920 to form a bathroom 
(I06), and both porches were screened. 

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 
A. General Statement: 

1. Architectural Character: The main house is a one-and-a-half 
story, single-pile I-house with a one-and-a-half story 
kitchen ell and two one-story porch additions. (See 
photographic documentation HABS No. TX-3377-A-I through HABS 
No. TX-3377-A-IO and HABS drawings, Sheets 1 and 2. Room 
numbers on the drawings are indicted in parentheses). 

B. Description of Exterior: 

1. Overall Dimensions: The building, including the front 
porch, ell and porch additions, measures 47'-11" across and 
46'-8" in depth. 
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2. Foundations: Piers are of dry-laid undressed stone and bois 
d'arc posts, located at regular intervals, and are covered 
with 1"x12" wood trim, capped with a horizontal drip mold. 
Battered, lapped wood skirts cover the foundation at the 
porch additions. 

3. Wall Construction: Exterior walls are typically 5 3/4" in 
thickness, and are covered with lapped wood siding, 3/B" 
thick and tapered, with a 4" exposure, trimmed at the 
corners with 3/4"x5 1/2" corner boards and 3/4" quarter 
round, and are capped by a crown molding and a 1"x9" frieze 
board. Wall finish beneath the front porch changes to 5 
1/4" shiplap siding instead of lapped wood siding. An 
enclosed portion of the west porch is covered in 3/4" 
novelty siding, with a 6 3/4" exposure. 

4. Structural System, Framing: The house is of braced frame 
construction, using circular-sawn sills, ranging from 7 
1/2"x5 1/2" to 6"xB", 4"x4" corner posts with 2"x4" diagonal 
tension braces, and full dimension 2"x4" studs. Roof 
framing consists of circular sawn, full dimension 2"x4" 
members. 

5. Porches: The entrance porch is 35'-9" x 7'-6" with a 3/4"x3 
1/4" tongue and groove wood floor. It is covered by a 
hipped roof, trimmed with a thick cornice and 9" frieze 
board and supported by six turned wood columns and two half 
columns. Each column had two scroll-sawn wood brackets, 
connected with scalloped wood trim, terminating in turned 
pendants. The east and west porch additions are 24'-4" x 7'-
9" and 22'-2" x 5'-10", respectively. They feature 
battered, lapped wood skirts, square columns, and have been 
screened. 

6. Chimneys: A chimney fall is located on the east elevation 
and indicates that it served a single fireplace (101) and 
was constructed of red brick on a limestone base. A second 
chimney is located on the north elevation and served flues 
for wood-burning stoves (105, 203). It is constructed of 
red brick, laid in running bond, with a typical mortar joint 
thickness of 3/16". Evidence for a third chimney which 
served flues for other wood-burning stoves (107, 204) is 
located on the west elevation. It was of similar dimension 
to the chimney at the kitchen ell, and its location is 
defined by a break in the soffit and siding infill at the 
first and second floors. 
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7. Openings: 

8. Roof: 

a. Doorways and Doors: The front doorway has two 
single-panelled sidelights, I-light each. The original 
jambs are simply cased and capped with a broken 
pediment, capped by heavy crown moulding. The front 
door is a four-panel, 3'-0" x 7'-0", and is obscured 
from view by a ca. 1930 screen door. A reused four
panel, 2'-6" x 6'-5", is located at the entry to the 
west porch. Glazed panel doors are located at the 
kitchen (104) and hall (102) and are two-panel, 2'-5 
3/4" x 6'-4 1/4", and three-panel, 2'-6" x 6'-4 1/4", 
respectively. All are simply cased in l"x3 1/2" or 
l"x4" trim with 1" wood drip caps. 

b. Windows: Original windows are double-hung, four
over-four wood sash, in two sizes: 2'-0 1/2" x 5'-3" 
and 2'-0 1/2" x 3'-9". A window located in the cross
gable at the north elevation (200), has been changed 
from four-over-four wood sash to one-over-one, 2'-6" x 
5'-3". First floor windows on the north, south and 
west elevations are cased in l"x4 1/2" trim and feature 
a broken pediment, capped by heavy crown moulding. 
Second floor windows at the south, east and west 
elevations are similarly cased but the heads feature a 
horizontal application of crown mould with a drip cap. 
Window jambs and heads at the kitchen ell are trimmed 
in l'x3 1/2" and do not have drip caps. 

a. Shape, covering:' Roofs are gabled and hipped, and 
slopes vary. The I-house roof is gabled and has a 
pitch of 11 in 12~ The cross gable, at the front 
elevation, is 12 in 12 and the entry porch roof is 
hipped with a pitch of 1 in 12. The roof of the ell is 
gabled, has a slope of 10 in 12, and has an engaged 
shed roof over the west porch, which is 6 in 12. The 
east porch has a hipped roof and a slope of 4 in 12. 
Roofs have been covered in corrugated metal over 
circular-sawn wood shingle, with a 5" exposure. The 
entry porch roof has been covered in flat seam metal. 

b. Cornice: A simple boxed soffit with crown 
moulding serves as the bed mould and cornice 
for the house and kitchen ell. 

C. Description of Interior: 

1. Floor Plans: 
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a. First floor: Entry is made from the porch 
directly into the stair hall (100), oriented north
south, and flanked by one room on the east (101) and 
west (106). At the north end of the stair hall is a 
second hall with a closet (102), oriented east-west. 
The hall provides access to a bathroom (105), a kitchen 
(103) and the east porch. Access to the west porch is 
made through the bath (105) or from the kitchen (103) 
through a storage room (104). 

b. Second floor: To the east and west of the hall 
(200) are bedrooms (201, 204). A storage room (202), 
equal in dimension to the hall below (102), is located 
to the north of the southeast bedroom (201) and 
provides entry to a third bedroom (203). 

2. Stairway: Access to the second floor of both the I-house 
and the ell addition is provided by a simple straight run 
stair with 11" treads and a return. The stair features 
simple, chamfered and tapered newel posts and balusters 
which are rectangular 3/4" x 1 1/4" wood slats. The 
stringer has a simple molding supporting each tread and 
spanning the height of each riser. Space beneath the stair 
is utilized as a closet for the stair hall (100) on the 
first floor. 

3. Flooring: The flooring is laid east-west in the I-house 
(100, 101, 106, 200, 201, 204), hall (102), storage room 
(202), and the east and west porches, but it is north-south 
in the kitchen ell (103, 104, 203). The floor boards used 
are of two widths: 3/4"x5" and 3/4"x3 1/4" tongue and 
groove. The 5" width is used in the stair hall (100), west 
room (106) and storage room (104) on the first floor, and in 
all rooms on the second floor (200, 201, 202, 203). The 3 
1/4" width has been laid in the hall (102), kitchen (103), 
bathroom (105), and both porches. 

4. Wall and Ceiling Finish: Interior wall thickness averages 
at 4 3/4" but ranges from 2" to 4" for closets (west porch, 
102). Walls have been covered with horizontally-laid, 
1/2"x5" shiplap sheathing (100, 101, 106). Sheathing boards 
have been painted and covered with a layer of cheesecloth 
and. wallpaper. The walls of the ell are covered in two 
widths of beaded wall board, 3/4"x3 1/2" and 3/4"x5 1/2", 
for the kitchen (103) and the storage room (104). The bath 
has a faux tile finish to wainscot height and 3/4"x3 1/2" 
beaded wall board throughout. The ceilings are typically 
wallpapered. The walls of the second floor rooms (200, 201, 
204) are covered in horizontally-laid, 3/4"x5 1/2" tongue 
and groove sheathing. The north and south walls of the 
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storage room (202) are covered with 31B" tapered, lapped 
siding, with a 4" exposure. The east and west walls as well 
as the ceiling are unsheathed and have exposed full 
dimension 2"x4" studs and rafters. The ceiling of the stair 
hall (200) and the walls and ceiling of bedroom (201) are 
covered in 3/4"x3 1/2" beaded wall board and have been 
painted. A painted 5 1/2" width beaded wall board has been 
applied to the walls and ceiling of the bedroom in the ell 
addition (203). The ceiling of the southwest bedroom (204) 
has been sheathed in 3/4"x5 1/2" tongue and groove 
sheathing, laid east-west. Baseboards include 3/4"xll 1/2" 
with a molded upper edge and shoe mold, 3/4"xB" with panel 
and shoe molds, and plain 3/4"xB" and 3/4"x4" with quarter 
round used as a shoe mold. 

5. Doorways and Doors: Original doors are four panel, 
measuring 6'-5 1/2" x 2'-6", with replacement five-panel, 6'-
5 3/4" x 2'-6", and three-panel, 6'-6 3/4" x 2'-0 1/2", 
doors occurring in the stair hall (100). The closet door in 
the hall (102) as well as the door to the storage room (202) 
are beaded wall board and batten. All doors are simply 
cased in wood trim of varying thickness, ranging from 3 SIB" 
to 4 1/2". 

6. Decorative Features: The mantel in the southeast room (100) 
has been removed. 

7. Lighting Fixtures: All period light fixtures have been 
removed. 

B. Heating: A fireplace provided heat for two rooms (101, 
201). Wood-burning stoves provided heat for other rooms in 
the house (106, 104, 203, 204). 


