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Randolph Air Force Base is significant in the 
area of military history because of its role 
in the development of Army Air Corps training 
(1928-1941) and Army Air Corps and Air Force 
Training (1941-1950) . Established in 1928, 
Randolph Field was the first American flying 
field exclusively designed for training 
pilots. 

The single-family dwellings at Randolph Air 
Force Base comprise the largest historic 
property type at the base. These dwellings 
retain much of their original Spanish Revival 
form, plan, and materials. 
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PART I. PHYSICAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

This section places the historic Company Officers' Quarters at 
Randolph Air Force Base in physical and historical context, and 
then describes the history of flight training over the nearly 
seventy years of activity at the base. A location map is included, 
showing the location of the base in relation to the surrounding 
communities in the San Antonio community. 

Location: 

Randolph Air Force Base is located in Bexar County, Texas, 
approximately 18 miles northeast of downtown San Antonio. The base 
consists of 3,129 acres bounded on the north by the community of 
Universal City, on the west by the community of Converse, and on 
the east by the community of Schertz. First dedicated on June 20, 
1930, Randolph Field (Randolph Air Force Base after January, 1948) 
has served as a flight training base for more than seventy years 
northeast of the San Antonio, Texas metropolitan area. The base 
continues to serve as the Air Force's main Pilot-Instructor 
Training Wing and is the site of Headquarters Air Education 
Training Command. 

Historical Context: Brief History of Randolph Air Force, Texas 

Established in 1928, Randolph Field was the first American 
flying field exclusively designed for training pilots. When the 
field opened in 1931, it was the "world's largest primary flying 
school," conducting basic and primary flight training until 1941. 
During the 1930s, Randolph Field was nicknamed "West Point of the 
Air" for its role in pilot and instructor training. Renamed 
Randolph Air Force Base in 1948, it is presently the home of the 
12th Flying Training Wing. 

The organizational beginning of aviation in the Army occurred 
on August 1, 1907 with the establishment of the Aeronautical 
Division in the Signal Corps. This Division was redesignated the 
Aviation Section on July 18, 1914. With the coming of World War I, 
the number of pilots expanded from fewer than 100 to more than 
11,000, and flying fields were created across the country. During 
World War I, three major fields, Kelly No. 1, Kelly No. 2, and 
Brooks were established in the San Antonio vicinity as well as a 
balloon and airship school. By the end of the war, San Antonio was 
the country's center for military aviation operations. On May 24, 
1918, the Army created the Air Service. 

By the early 1920s, several Army officers wished to establish 
an air service which would be a separate entity from the United 
States Army. President Calvin Coolidge appointed a board to study 
the request. The board deemed that the best interest of national 
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defense indicated the formation of a separate unit, and this 
resulted in the Air Corps Act of 1926 and a five-year plan to 
strengthen the nation's aviation service and build its personnel 
and aircraft resources. 

The act also provided for the appointment of a brigadier 
general who would be in charge of Kelly and Duncan Fields in San 
Antonio. Brig. Gen. Frank P. Lahm was selected for this position. 
Trained by Wilbur Wright in 1909, Lahm had been the Army's first 
pilot and was the obvious choice for this position. In 1926, 
General Lahm's instructions were to coordinate and supervise flight 
training. Lahm was not satisfied with the San Antonio fields. 
They were inadequate for new training techniques introduced by the 
War Department, and additions or expansions threatened to interfere 
with the residential growth of the city. Additionally, the 
buildings on the bases that were constructed during World War I 
were temporary, built to last about five years. Living space was 
also limited. The federal government agreed with Lahm and began to 
search for a new site. San Antonio citizens did not want the base 
moved because of the potential negative economic impact a 
relocation might have on the city. The military also wanted to 
stay in San Antonio because weather there was stable and good for 
year round flying. The problem was acquiring enough land for the 
construction of a new facility. 

The City of San Antonio coordinated their efforts to find a 
suitable site with General Lahm. Lahm appointed a special 
committee to investigate drainage, soil, winds, and living 
conditions, and the search was extended to within thirty miles of 
the city. After nearly a year a tract of land was chosen near the 
community of Schertz, approximately eighteen miles from San 
Antonio. The area met all of Gen. Lahm's conditions and very few 
people lived in the area. On December 31, 1927, the Air Corps 
accepted a letter from the city and Chamber of Commerce officials 
in which 2,300 acres were offered as a gift to the government. 
Unfortunately, the land was owned by neither the city nor the 
Chamber, and neither had the funds to buy it. 

Acquisition of land for the new field was a complicated 
process. The site consisted of twenty-four farms, many of them 
owned by German-Americans. The San Antonio Airport Company was 
created to sell stock, and the San Antonio City Council passed an 
ordinance to raise taxes five cents to acquire funds for the 
purchase of the new site. Negotiations with the German farmers for 
the purchase of their land was facilitated by Chamber of Commerce 
member and local attorney Ernest J. Altgelt, whose German 
background enabled him to communicate with the German-speaking 
landowners. Assured of the site, Congress passed an Air Corps Bill 
which included the appropriation for building the field. This bill 
was signed by President Coolidge on February 19, 1928, and clearing 
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of the site began in October. Before the site was cleared, farmers 
were allowed to harvest their crops. 

Randolph Field was named in memory of Captain William M. 
Randolph, Post Adjutant at Kelly Field, who was killed when his AT-
4 crashed on takeoff from Gorman Field, Texas, on February 1 7, 
1928, while on a return flight to Kelly. The Field was officially 
dedicated on June 20, 1930. More than 15,000 people were in 
attendance to witness the ceremony as Captain Randolph's widow, 
Cornelia Randolph, raised the first flag. The ceremony culminated 
in a fly-by of 233 aircraft, the largest assembly of military 
aircraft in the world at the time. 

The importance of air power during World War II led to the 
designation of the Air Force as a separate service on September 18, 
1947. Randolph Field was officially renamed Randolph Air Force 
Base on January 13, 1948. 

Army Air Corps Training (1928-1941) 

Between 1928 and 1941, Randolph Field was the home of the 
Army's Basic and Primary flight training, and the field's 
innovative design was an integral part of the success of that 
program. Randolph Field was an essential part of the Army Air 
Corps' training program in the 1930s. Between 1931 and the summer 
of 1941 more than 6,800 cadets completed their basic training at 
Randolph. 

By the fall of 1931, construction was largely completed and 
the first group of cadets arrived at the base. Personnel began 
moving from Kelly Field to Randolph as early as February 1931. In 
October, officers and enlisted men moved from the training 
headquarters at Duncan Field, Texas. Brooks Field also began to 
transfer men from its base in October. On October 25, 1931, with 
a personnel of 162 officers and 1,432 enlisted men attached to 
thirteen organizations, Randolph Field officially opened as the Air 
Corps primary-basic flying school. 

From 1931 to 1939, Randolph Field was the only training field 
in the country for pilots learning basic and primary flight 
instruction. From civilian life and from the graduating classes of 
West Point, cadets came to Randolph to study the theory and 
practice of flight. Following completion of training at Randolph, 
they went on to Advanced training at Kelly Field. 

Civilians were contracted through the Air Force to teach 
flying. These new "civilian contract schools," were supervised by 
military personnel and were set up all over the country. Once the 
trainees graduated from the schools, they were transferred to 
Randolph where more specialized training took place. 
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Civilian school graduates began arriving in September, 1939. 
By 1939, the United States produced about 7,000 military pilots. 
Civilian flying centers were still being set up and Randolph Field 
was now the "Gulf Coast Training Center." The need for a central 
training center for instructors was evident and Randolph Field was 
chosen as the site because of its proximity to other bases and its 
proven record as an instructional school. The Ground School was 
the first portion of Randolph to employ civilian instructors in 
1940. 

Until 1939 the military and civilian population at Randolph 
Field totaled around 3,000. The training schools graduated between 
250 and 300 cadets annually to Advanced training at Kelly Field. 
In anticipation of the coming World War, more flying schools were 
added to the Air Corps in July of 1939. This resulted in 
reorganization at Randolph Field with the emphasis on basic rather 
than primary training. Throughout 1939 and 1940, training courses 
at Randolph Field were completely reconfigured to produce the 
largest number of pilots in the shortest amount of time. The first 
expansion program in the summer of 1939 called for 5,500 pilots to 
be trained by July 1, 1941, and an additional program called for 
7,000 pilots annually. 

Army Air Corps Training (1941-1950) 

From 1941 to 1945 Randolph Field continued to be one of the 
Army's most important schools for Primary and Basic instruction, 
and after 1943 Randolph Field was the home of the Central 
Instructors School which trained instructor pilots for schools 
throughout Training command. As World War II came to a close, the 
base became an important center for bomber training. From 1945 to 
1950 it returned to its original role of Basic pilot training. 

During the period of 1941 to 1943, Randolph Field's assignment 
was to train 12,000 pilots annually. Facilities were increased to 
handle classes of 400 or more cadets in a ten-week training 
schedule. A new class entered the training program every five 
weeks. The Gulf Coast Training Center also graduated thousands of 
bombardiers, navigators, and aerial observers. 

In 1945, as World War II came to an end, the Central 
Instructors School was replaced by the Army Air Forces Pilot School 
which specialized in transition training for B-29 bomber pilots. 
After the war, activities at Randolph Field were greatly reduced. 
Bomber training ended, and many pilots left the service to return 
to civilian life. The mission of the Field returned to Primary and 
Basic pilot training, and this remained the major function of the 
base until March, 1948, when Primary training was deleted from the 
program. Basic pilot training was the central activity at Randolph 
Field until the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950. 
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Randolph Air Force Base (1948-Present) 

On 13 January 1948, Randolph Field was redesignated Randolph 
Air Force Base. This name change was the result of the 
establishment of the U. S. Air Force after World War II. The base 
served as a training facility during the Korean War and Vietnam 
War, especially for combat crew training, navigator training, and 
flying instructor training. The 1960s construction of the U. S. 
Air Force Academy near Colorado Springs replaced Randolph AFB as 
the showcase air training facility. Training at Randolph AFB, 
however, continues to the present. · 

Historical Context: Layout and Design of Randolph Air Force Base 

The layout of Randolph Field was revolutionary for its time. 
General Lahm appointed a Board of Officers to recommend designs for 
the base, and it suggested a design with the flight lines 
bracketing a central circular field. This recommendation became a 
reality due to Lt. Harold L. Clark who had trained as an architect 
at the Universities of Minnesota and Illinois prior to his career 
in the military. (It does not appear that he ever received his 
degree from either institution). Clark took these recommendations 
and worked independently on a design he called an "Air City." 
Clark's Air City concept had the building area centered in the 
field with streets laid concentrically, while the aircraft ramps 
and runways were located on three sides of the field. The field 
formed a square perimeter framing the interior wheel-like layout of 
the field. 

During the late 1920s the Army encouraged innovative designs 
for its installations. Aesthetics were also of concern in Army 
post design. Lt. Howard B. Nurse wrote in 1928 that Army posts 
should possess unity, consonance in design, diversity, and balance. 
Base functions should naturally radiate back and forth between 
common centers. Clark's design incorporated a number of planning 
tenets which were becoming common nationwide by the late 1920s. 
The functions of the base were separated with the central circular 
section devoted to housing and recreation. Warehouse and shop 
functions were concentrated in the northwest quadrant of the base 
while administrative and training functions were arranged on the 
perimeter of the housing area. Placed on the outside, hangar and 
flight lines bracketed interior base functions. 

In formulating his plans, Clark set out to correct some of 
what he considered to be serous design flaws at other bases, such 
as Kelly, where all landings had to be made over hangars due to the 
prevailing winds. On December 5, 1927, Lt. Clark was detailed to 
special duty in General Lahm' s office to devote full time to 
developing the design. The design of the Field was actually drawn 
up before a site was selected and, in fact, the site was selected 
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to fit the design, rather than the reverse. Clark felt that his 
circular arrangement had a number of benefits including: 

Flight lines long enough for the required number of 
planes, 
A clear field, regardless of wind direction, 
Safe movement of aircraft from hangars to the flight 
lines, 
Minimize taxiing, reducing maintenance and repair costs. 

The new field constituted the largest construction project for 
the Army Corps of Engineers since the Panama Canal. One hundred 
eighty acres of timber, mostly scrub and mesquite, were cleared, 
and seventeen farm houses were razed to make way for the new field. 
Construction of the Field was put in charge of Captain Arthur W. 
Parker, the Construction Quartermaster for San Antonio and 
vicinity. The first construction contract, totaling $1.28 million, 
was awarded to the Murch Brothers Construction Company of St. 
Louis. In addition to the Murch Brothers, over a dozen contracting 
firms were hired to build Randolph Field. The firms of Bellows
Maclay of Dallas, George E. Wieland of Austin, and Kenneth L. 
Colborn of Pasadena, California, were assigned major roles in 
constructing the housing units. 

For both aesthetic and practical reasons, especially to reduce 
flying hazards for the cadets, all of Randolph Field's 
communication and power lines were placed in underground conduits. 
The use of underground cable was a relatively new concept and 
Randolph Field's total application of such a system may be the 
earliest in the country for any facility or town of similar size or 
larger. 

The buildings at Randolph Field were designed and constructed 
under the supervision of Capt. Arthur W. Parker of the 
Quartermaster Corps. Because the project was so large, the Corps 
enlisted the help of almost a dozen San Antonio architects to 
design specific buildings. San Antonio architects Atlee B. Ayres, 
Raymond Phelps, and Emmett T. Jackson were selected as members of 
the Architects Advisory Committee. A tentative list of design 
assignments was drawn up by the committee for twenty-three local 
architects or architectural firms. The architectural firm of Ayres 
and Ayres designed the Administration Building, nicknamed the Taj 
Mahal. 

The dominant theme chosen for the base was the Spanish Revival 
style which the Corps preferred for its buildings in the South and 
Southwest. Many of the traditions that have influenced American 
domestic architecture are of Spanish or Spanish Colonial origin. 
Spanish colonists blended the adobe building traditions of the 
Native Americans with similar Spanish housing traditions originally 
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brought to Spain from North Africa. The majority of the buildings 
were constructed with stuccoed hollow clay walls, red clay tile 
roofs, steel casement windows, and ornamental tile in the arches 
and doorways. 

Randolph's landscape design was another major undertaking. In 
Lt. Clark's plan, ample room was left for landscaped open space and 
vistas such as along North Park and South Park. This emphasis on 
landscaping and vistas was in keeping with the influential Garden 
City movement of the period. The Garden City movement promoted 
extensive landscaping and communal parks as part of overall 
community design. A base nursery was established, as well as 
several greenhouses. This project was undertaken by Capt. Norfleet 
G. Bone who used plants that were indigenous to the area and would 
survive the dry climate. In 1932, during the George Washington 
Bicentennial, 120 oak trees were planted, a gift from the San 
Antonio de Bexar chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. These were the first trees to be planted on the base 
and now line present day Washington Circle, Military Plaza, North 
Park, and South Park. 

Historical Context: Architectural Style 

During the 1920s upgrading of the Army's housing facilities 
for its officers and non-commissioned officers was an important 
concern. Over one-half of the entire Army in the continental 
United States was living in temporary structures built in 1917, or 
in buildings dating as far back as the Civil War. Very little 
construction of modern quarters took place from 1921 to 1926 and 
complaints concerning housing were widespread. The Army's housing 
situation finally reached such a critical stage that in March, 
1926, Congress enacted Public Law No. 45 to allocate $110 million 
over a ten year period for permanent building construction at Army 
posts. The first money was made available in 1927 and hundreds of 
new dwellings were built over the next few years. As a 
demonstration of the willingness of Air Corps leaders to change 
this condition, the Garden City concept was implemented in the 
planning of air fields after that date. 

In 1928, the Quartermaster General developed housing designs 
that provided various quarters based upon rank. Wherever funds 
would allow, field and general officers were to be provided 
dwellings with a living room, dining room, kitchen, four bedrooms, 
and two baths. For off ice rs of the grade of captain or below, 
similar dwellings with three bedrooms would be provided. For non
commissioned officers, dwellings with a living room, kitchen, two 
bedrooms, and a bath would become standard. From 1927 to 1929, 
Congress appropriated funds for the construction of quarters of 238 
commissioned officers' families and 181 non-commissioned officers' 
families. Porches were provided for most dwellings as were 
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automobile garages. Two-story quarters were preferred over one
story quarters due to lower costs per square foot. Appropriations 
for individual officer dwellings were increased in l928 from a 
maximum of $l2, 000 to $l4, 500. This additional funding enabled 
designers to plan for larger and more comfortable quarters and was 
available for the officers' quarters at Randolph Field. 

San Antonio architect John M. Marriott, of the firm of Jno. M. 
Marriott and Wallis J. Wade, Associates, was selected to design the 
Officers' Quarters in the Octagon. Marriott was educated at Ohio 
Wesleyan University in Delaware, Ohio, Ohio State University at 
Columbus, and the University of Illinois. Notable among the San 
Antonio buildings he designed were the St. Anthony Hotel and the 
Kelly Medical Building. 

Spanish Colonial architecture was the dominant style of 
military construction at Randolph Field with the exception of the 
hangars which reflected Art Moderne detailing. Army officials felt 
that Spanish Colonial reflected the national character which was 
easily recognized by a majority of the American public. On bases 
in the northern United States, Colonial or Georgian Revival 
performed the same function. 

Some of the distinctive elements of the Spanish Colonial or 
Revival motif include ceramic tile accents, wrought iron railings, 
red clay tile roofs, thick stucco walls, arcades, light colored 
exteriors, cut stone accents, and strong fenestration. The Spanish 
Colonial style has tended to dominate in parts of Mexico and 
adjacent Hispanic areas of the United States, especially 
California, Florida and Texas. This style of architecture is a 
response to the hot dry climate. Shelter from the harsh summer sun 
is achieved through such devices as broad overhangs, thick walls, 
covered walks, and shaded courts. Numerous windows provide the 
structures with cross ventilation. 

Terminology for the Spanish Colonial Revival style varies 
according to architectural sources. The Spanish Colonial Revival 
style is distinguished by its ornate low relief carvings 
highlighting arches, columns, window surrounds, cornices, and 
parapets. The architecture at Randolph Air Force Base is primarily 
a mixture of both the Mission and Spanish Colonial Revival (or 
Spanish Renaissance Revival) styles. Mission houses feature 
curvilinear gables at the roof line. While a number of the 
buildings at Randolph Air Force Base have Mission detailing, the 
overall architecture of the base suggests the proper terminology is 
Spanish Colonial Revival. 

Many of the industrial and service buildings at Randolph Air 
Force Base have curvilinear or mission style gables or parapet 
walls in addition to ornate cast-stone detailing with arcaded 
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loggias. To provide for greater variety, the Quartermaster Corps 
reversed floor plans and varied entrance designs. Interiors were 
designed with hardwood floors, plaster walls, and plaster ceilings. 
Fireplaces were installed in each unit with varied designs 
including ceramic tile surrounds. Staircases were built with 
wrought.iron balusters and newel posts. Openings between rooms are 
both rectangular and arched in design. 

PART II. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

Building 526-Company Officers' Quarters 

South of the Administration Area, within the ring of Main 
Circle, are the married Company Officers' Quarters. Because of the 
many directions in which the roadways in this part of the Field 
run, the effect of the buildings fronting the streets is 
automatically to set the houses at irregular angles along the wide
angled roadways called Outer Octagon and Inner Octagon, and the 
eight spoke-like streets that extend from Military Plaza. 

The majority of these residences were two-story, single-family 
dwellings. Three primary designs were standardized from the 
Quartermaster Corps. The Company Officers' Quarters were designed 
by San Antonio architect John M. Marriott and the Field Officers' 
Quarters were designed by Herbert S. Green, also of San Antonio. 

Although the same basic plans were used on all the Officers' 
Quarters, many measures were taken to ensure variety within the 
housing area. One- and two-story structures are interspersed 
throughout the area with wings placed sometimes on one side of a 
house and sometimes on the other side. The two-story Company 
Officers' Quarters designed by Marriott have standard tile details 
in various combinations; individual tiles flank the attic vent in 
the front or rear gables. Other variations in outer decoration 
were also used, such as tinting the exterior stucco in slightly 
different shades. Contemporary references suggest that the stucco 
exteriors were originally colored in II soft colors. 11 Probing on 
Building 526 substantiates the references; the original stucco 
finish coat of this dwelling is tinted green. 

Building 526 is one of ten dwellings designated as Company 
Officers' Quarters. Planned, built, and used in support of the 
1930s and 1940s Air Corps flight training mission, it was completed 
in 1931 at a cost of $12,134.40. 

Building 526: Architectural Design 

Officers' Quarters were located in the central circular 
section of the base known as Military Circle. A majority of these 
quarters were two-story, single-family dwellings designed by San 
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Antonio architects Herbert S. Green and John M. Marriott. Three 
primary designs were utilized, each with variations in floor plans 
and primary entrance detailing. 

The buildings constructed during the 1930s have a remarkable 
degree of similarity in their use of materials. Over 95 per cent 
are of hollow core tile construction with the remaining 5 per cent 
of concrete block construction. Walls on almost all of the masonry 
buildings are finished with a stucco surface. Hollow core tile 
known as the "Heath Cube" was manufactured by the Fraser Brick 
Company in Seguin, Texas, sixteen miles east of Randolph Field. 
The blocks measure 8 x 8 x 8. 

Dwellings are at least 50 feet apart with communal garages. 
Most two-story dwellings follow floor plans reflective of 
vernacular Gable Front and Wing, and I-House designs. This 
building is one of ten identical plan dwellings in the Spanish 
Colonial style designed by San Antonio architect, John M. Marriott, 
and is a variation of the Quartermaster Corps's Plan No. OQ,-5 9. 
These dwellings have a two-story projecting gable roof bay and a 
lateral one-story wing. Rectangular in plan, the dwelling is of 
clay tile construction with a stucco exterior, clay tile gable 
roof, and poured concrete foundation. Marriott also designed ten 
similar plan dwellings with one-story arcaded porches on the 
primary facade. 

The main facade has three bays with a one-story shed roof 
porch with clay tile roof. The three rounded bays were enclosed 
with glass and metal panels around 1983. The original door in the 
central porch bay was replaced with a solid wood door around 1983. 
The roofline of the main facade has gable wall dormers with small 
vent openings and a stuccoed chimney. 

Three bedrooms are located on the second floor. The central 
second story window has a ceramic tile surround. Original steel 
casement windows were replaced in 1983 with one-over-one sash 
aluminum windows. 

The rear of the building is a one-story, shed roof wing with 
clay tile roof. The original double, multi-light glass and wood 
doors remain. 

Building 526: Physical History 

Date of erection: Constructed 1931 

Architect: Standard designs (Plan No. OQ-59) by Quartermaster 
General in cooperation with a committee of San Antonio architects. 
John M. Marriott was the architect selected to design the Officers' 
Quarters in the Octagon. 
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Original and subsequent owners: U.S. Army (1931-1948), U.S. Air 
Force (1948-present). 

Builder, Contractor, Suppliers: Quartermaster Corps. 

Original plans and construction: Quartermaster Corps under the 
supervision of Capt. Arthur W. Parker and a committee of San 
Antonio architects chaired by Atlee Ayres. The consulting engineer 
for construction was Willard E. Simpson of San Antonio. 

Building 526: Alterations and Additions 

Ca. 1938 Due to faulty roof construction the majority of Officers' 
Quarters leaked during wet weather. The Hot-Kold Heating 
units were also criticized for their noise and for the 
location of the outlets near the ceiling which resulted 
in uneven heat. New gas and steam radiators were 
installed to provide additional heat. Most of this work 
was completed by the WPA. 

Ca. 1983 Three rounded porch arch bays enclosed with glass and 
metal panels. 

Ca. 1983 Central porch bay addition of solid wood door. 

Ca. 1983 Original steel casement windows replaced with one-over
one sash aluminum windows. 
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