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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDING SURVEY

ELLSWORTH AIR FORCE BASE
AIRMEN'’S DORMITORY

(Building No. 1111)
HABS No. SD-21-1

Location: Ellsworth Air Force Base, 1470 Luke Street, Black Hawk Vicinity, Meade
County, South Dakota.

Significance: The Airmen’s Dormitory (Building No. 1111) was one of seventeen
dormitories built in 1951 to house seventy-four men each. It represents Ellsworth’s
significant growth in both size and function during the Cold War era. Ellsworth, one
of the Air Force’s major bomber bases at that time, served as a repository of a large
portion of the nation’s nuclear weapons arsenal, and became home to a nuclear

missile wing.

Description: The Airmen’s Dormitory, 181" - 8” x 30" - 0”, is a two-story, wood-frame
structure over a partial basement, and heating pipe tunnels.

The basement space was constructed of concrete block wall with standard metal
basement windows located about the perimeter. The floor is a concrete slab. The
boiler room ceiling had a plaster ceiling as a fire resistive separation to the lounge

space above.

The upper levels were constructed of wood frame for walls, floor, and roof. The
original asbestos siding was replaced with metal horizontal beveled lap siding. The
soffits and facia were also replaced with metal components. A pair of double hung
windows were centered in the exterior wall of each dormitory resident room and
toilet/lavatory space. The roof was flat with a short overhang.

The main floor provided for a control lounge at the center of the building. The
lounge was flanked to the north and south by a mirror imaged game storage, linen
storage, and exit stair towers. Beyond that, to each end of the building, eight rooms
were arranged equally on both sides of a double loaded corridor which ended at an
exit door. The rooms were approximately 16' x 13!, seven of which were dormitory
rooms. The eighth served as toilet, shower, and lavatory space. The second floor is
virtually identical, with the exit door opening onto a fire escape.
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The Airmen’s Dormitory has a first floor meeting room addition enclosing the
courtyard between the stair towers. It also has an enclosed glass and aluminum
vestibule off the center lounge area of first floor.

History: The Airmen’s Dormitory was completed on December 19, 1951. This was
one of seventeen wood-framed, two-story airmen’s barracks constructed on the base
in late 1951. Construction work was contracted to the South West Town
Construction Company of Chicago, which employed local subcontractors for portions
of the work. These double occupancy dormitories provided the base with its first
new enlisted men’s housing since the base’s initial construction in 1942, and reflected
the growing military workforce at the base.

The Airmen’s Dormitory was based on a plan modified from earlier prototype plans
generated by the Strategic Air Command. The modifications were a result of the
need to create new housing quickly and inexpensively due to pressures of expansion
during the Korean Conflict.

The construction cost of Airmen’s Dormitory was $104,345.00. It was built from
plans done by the Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha, Nebraska.

Sources: File of blueprints and construction drawings, maintained at the Ellsworth
AFB Maintenance Engineering Office.

Hufstetler, Mark and McCormick, Mary, et al., draft, “Ellsworth Air Force
Base, South Dakota: Statement of Historic Contexts”, Renewable Technologies Inc.,
Butte Montana, November, 1996.

Johnson, Lon, “Ellsworth AFB History Sites Inventory”, July, 1994.

“Projects Piling Up for Expansion of RC Air Base,” Rapid City Daily Journal, 20
April, 1951

“Real Property Records-Building 1111, Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota”
Manuscript Records on file at the Real Property Office, Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota.

Historian: Wayne Rosby and Lee Geiger, Geiger Architecture, 1996
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Site Location: «{1}»

ELLSWORTH AIR FORCE BASE, SOUTH DAKOTA

USAF Nomenclature: TGT INTEL TNG

Site Number: MD-EL-EL-00012
Historic Name: Airmen's Dormitory
USAF Facility Number: 1111
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