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BRICK HOUSE 
Edisto Island, Charleston County, South Carolina 

Owner: Jenkins Estate 

Date of erection: Early eighteenth century 

Present conditions Ruinous 

Description; 

Walls and chimneys now standing. Brick; two stories; for- 
merly covered by hipped roof; facade five bays, center door; 
side elevation and rear three bays. Exterior is noted for its 
fine brickwork and plastered decoration. The walls throughout 
are laid in Flemish bond, and quoins are blocked out at main 
corners of the building and plastered to represent stone. Win- 
dow openings were also treated with quoining, but this was small 
in scale, merely applied, and most of it has now disappeared* 
Windows had plastered bibs and flat arches with keystones. The 
arches over the upper windows had disappeared before the fire, 
but probably originally existed. The central feature of the 
end elevations is an arched panel on the first floor, with a 
blind window set in a rusticated field above. The keystone of 
the lower niche was modeled with a siask. On the rear elevation 
the central feature is a great arched window which occurred at 
the staircase landing. This was set in a plastered field, with 
arch stones incised in the plaster work at the head. The win- 
dow is flanked by rusticated piers, and the whole motif is capped 
by a plastered cornice. 

All exterior woodwork has now perished, and the sash and 
blinds before the fire were apparently modern. The original 
cornice and porch remain***. The former was fully moulded, without 
modillions or dentils, and the latter was pedimented with fluted 
Doric piers, the cornice enriched with triglyphs. 

In plan the front of the house was divided into two unequal 
rooms, the front door entering the end of the larger. There was 
a central stair hall in the rear flanked by two smaller rooms. 
The interior contained much fine paneling. 

Additional data: 

The date of the erection of the house has never been deter- 
mined. Some writers believe it to be seventeenth century, but 
it dates probably from about 1725* The first reference to it 
seems to be in an indenture dated February 3f  1746, between 
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Paul Hamilton and John MacLeod. This indenture recites that the 
land was granted to Thomas Sacheverel by the Lords Proprietors 
of the Province about May 10, 1703. As a house is referred to 
in this indenture it is sure that such was on the site by 174-6. 
The architectural elements would point to date of about 1725, 
which would be confirmed by the architectural style of Crow- 
field, built about 1730. In 1793 the Brick House became the 
property of the Jenkins family and has remained in it ever 
since. It was burned in 1929, but the wails were stabilized and 
are preserved. 

Reference: Stoney, Plantations of the Carolina Low Country 

m 
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BRICK HOUSE 

**■■■■ ... Additional Data 

An Indenture dated 1746 and now in possession of Edward John 
Jenkins, present owner of Brick House Plantation, records that on 
or about the "Tenth Day of May Anno Domini 1703," the Lords Propri- 
etors granted unto Thomas Sacheverell, of Colleton County, "all 
that Tract of Land containing Four Hundred and Thirty Acres English 
Measure,rt now known as Brick House Plantation. 

Sacheverell sold the tract to Paul Hamilton who according to 
tradition built Brick House. Ho record can be found bearing date 
of erection of edifice, but architects and authorities agree that 
the mansion was Dutch Colonial of the Georgian Period, and was prob- 
ably built between 1715 and 1720. 

Paul Hamilton died in 1735, and left his estate to his son 
Paul Hamilton, Jr., who in 1746 sold it to John McLood, for the 
"Sura of Three 'Thousand Pounds Current Money.n 

The property again changed hands in 1769 when Paul' Hamilton, 
acting as executor of the estate of John McLeod, sold it to Ytilllsm 
Maxwell for L 3,750. William Maxwell left the property to his son 
James Rivers Maxwell, 

In 1798 Joseph Jenkins of Beaufort County bought Brick House 
from James kivers Maxwell and Harriet Elliot Maxwell, his wife, for 
i,  750. From that date until the night when it was destroyed by fire, 
January 29, 1929, it has been in the hands of the Jenkins family. 

The fire could do but little damage to the stolidly built, 
thick brick walls and they were immediately repaired. Restoration 
can be perfected in minute detail, for data, measurements and photo- 
graphs in possession of the family, and of interested architects 
will facilitate rebuilding, perhaps some time in the near or distant 
future. 

—Furnished by Mrs. E. J. Jenkins, April, 1937. 

*» 
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Historic American Buildings Survey 

THE REAR OF THE BRICK HOUSE BEFORE BDRNIHG 

Copyright, 1901, by the American Architect and Building News Co* 
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THE BRICK HOUSE BIFGBE IT WAS BUEHED 

Copyright, 1901, by the American Architect and Building Hews Co* 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

PAUL HAMILTON HOUSE (RUINS) 
(Brick House) 

Location: Russell Creek, Edisto Island, Charleston County, South Carolina 

The Brick House Ruins are located at latitude: 32.601709, longitude: -80.325097. The 
coordinate was obtained in 2019 using Google Earth (WGS84). There is no restriction on 
its release to the public. 

Significance:  Brick House Ruins, also known as the Paul Hamilton House, offers an architectural 
exploration of the cultural traditions of the elite plantation class in South Carolina during 
early eighteenth century. Owners purchased the land as early as 1703, but there was not a 
permanent structure on the property until 1725, when Paul Hamilton ordered construction 
of the Brick House.1 Despite reported similarities in construction to nearby Mulberry 
Plantation, Brick House is representative of the broader context of plantation homes in 
the area, as it fit the needs of a swath of land.2 The distinct evocation of wealth in the 
private plantation house offers significant depth to the portfolio of historic plantation 
architecture in the region. Brick House is distinct from other plantations, however, in that 
it is one of the earliest examples of plantation architecture, and the ruins maintain proof 
of the original floor joist patterns. Further, the quality and use of the building materials 
employed for this project signifies not only the lasting durability of the structure, but also 
the incredible capabilities, both financial and physical, of the family and the builders 
responsible for its constructions. By using a plethora of imported materials—brick from 
Boston, salt free sand from the Pon Pon, and timber aged seven years—Brick House 
ensured architectural distinction in part simply by the materials used that are unique to 
the South Carolina plantation landscape.3 The level of craftsmanship required to utilize 
these materials, and execute the English Colonial plantation house, with Flemish bond 
and stucco enrichment around windows and doors, flat key arches, false windows and 
corner quoin detailing, should be underscored. It is a dwelling of the utmost importance, 
because its construction reflects the wealth and command of construction knowledge that 
both the Hamilton family and builders possessed. 

Brick House Ruins’ remaining walls represent both scope of reach for the Hamilton 
family in terms of both their prominence, and the significance of their architecture as a 
defining feature of the Lowcountry plantation landscape. Passed from generation to 
generation, Brick House has stayed within two families, the Hamilton family and the 
Jenkins family, and represents the cultural significance of familial plantation ties in the 
Lowcountry. Recent owner Elizabeth Jenkins Young was not only on the board of the 
Preservation Society, but was also the first female licensed tour guide in the city, pushing 

1 Charleston County, Record of the Register Mesne Conveyance (RMC), Charleston, S.C, Deed Book HH, p. 35. 
2 Thomas T. Waterman, Colonial Dwellings of America, (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1950). 
3 Waterman, Colonial Dwellings of America. 

This is an addendum to a 5-page report previously transmitted to the Library of Congress.

ADDENDUM TO:
PAUL HAMILTON HOUSE (RUINS)

HABS No. SC-1
(Page 6)



PAUL HAMILTON HOUSE (RUINS) 
HABS No. SC-1 

(Page 7) 

the importance of preservation throughout all of Charleston, not only the Brick House 
which remains in her family today.4  

The nearly three-hundred-year-old ruins are the remnants of an architecturally and 
historically significant structure. The Brick House Ruins, heralded “a stately and 
picturesque ruin in its own right” are significant to historic American architecture 
because of its unique use of English architectural inspiration, and accessibility as an 
artifact to the age of plantation prominence in coastal South Carolina.5  

Description:  Upon its completion in the 1720s, Brick House was two stories tall with two chimneys, 
and sat on about 275 acres on Edisto Island. The bricks were imported from Boston, and 
were laid in a Flemish Bond with a tuckpoint joint. The timbers for the house were 
seasoned for 7 years before being used in the house’s construction. The origins and 
quality of the materials helped establish the craftsmanship and focus on detail and the 
desire for high quality products which governed construction decisions about the house. 
The house measured 40’x 36’ and had five bays on the south elevation, and three bays on 
the north, east, and west elevations. There were large brick quoins covered in stucco at 
each corner of the structure. The central entrance way was on the south side, closest to 
the water. This entrance opened to a hall with a staircase at the north end. The north wall 
had a compass head window which would have filled the stairhall with light. The east and 
west facades have false openings in the central bay that have been stuccoed-over, which 
adds to the overall detail of the house.6 The house had a high-pitched, hipped roof.7 The 
interior of the house is two rooms deep, all of an uneven size. The interior followed a 
four-room plan: a central stair hall divided the plan with two rooms on either side. Before 
the fire, the interior rooms were paneled with cypress and painted decoratively in oil. All 
four rooms had access to fireplace due to the location of the two chimneys which are 
freestanding a few feet off of the east and west walls. The front of the house still faces 
south with five bays around a central doorway. On either side of the central doorway, 
there are two window openings. On the second story there are five windows. The east and 
west elevations have two window bays, and the north (rear) elevation has a central door 
opening with a window on each side. Now lost, two small flankers once stood on either 
side of the front of the house. 

Currently the ruins sit on about one-quarter of an acre of land due to the parcel being 
divided and sold over the years. The house has gone through many changes, including a 
fire in 1929. In addition, some interventions have been conducted to help keep the ruins 
standing up, including the removal of the upper parts of the chimney at the roof line so 
that feature would not collapse and cause irreparable damage to the structure and 
endanger visitors. The footprint of brick house and its grandeur remains, enabling visitors 
to witness the remnants its splendor.   

On the south elevation, five bays are still clearly visible, while the north, west, and east 
elevations maintain evidence of three bays. There were at one time, as evidenced in 

4 Jason Hardin, “Long-time tour guide Young is honored,” (Charleston Post and Courier, January 27, 2003 from a 
vertical file at the South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library). 
5 Hardin, “Long-time tour guide Young is honored.” 
6 Robert Behre, “Brick House not as solid as its name implies,” Charleston Post. 
7 James Dillon, “Brick House Ruins,” National Register of Historic Inventory/Nomination Form, (National Historic 
Landmarks. OAHP: Washington D.C., 1978). 
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/charleston/S10817710013/S10817710013.pdf. 
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photographs, two chimneys central to the plan. Today, though little to nothing 
architecturally remains on the interior, it was at one time a four room plan with two 
stories. The south elevation hosts a center bay that was once the main entrance, which 
had a pediment above the door, and the interior consisted on a drawing room, two smaller 
square rooms (on the first floor), and two pairs of bedrooms that opened from the central 
stairwell. The exterior Flemish bond, brick walls still maintain their original bond pattern, 
and the remaining brick, in tandem with the stucco quoins on the corners of the wall and 
the arches above the windows, lend themselves to some level of integrity of the French, 
architecturally elite air that the Brick House Ruins once exuded. 

History: Originally, Edisto Island was home to the Native American Edistow Tribe. By 1674, the 
island came into the possession of the Earl of Shaftesbury. The Earl of Shaftesbury 
became the Lords Proprietor of the territory and, under the representation of Andrew 
Percival, began selling the land on Edisto Island to prospective families and colonists. 
While Edisto Island and its new inhabitants endured Spanish raids throughout the first 
years of their occupation of the land, eventually they were successful in bringing stability 
and wealth to the island. They produced rice and indigo initially, however, sea cotton was 
ultimately the most profitable.8  

Paul Grimball settled on Edisto Island the same year that the Earl of Shaftesbury 
purchased it from the Native Americans. Paul Grimball purchased six to eight hundred 
acres from the Lord Proprietor on Edisto Island. Grimball was the Secretary to the 
Governor and built for himself, his wife and his six daughters, a house made out of tabby. 
Unfortunately, the house was destroyed during a Spanish raid not long after its 
construction.9One of Paul Grimball’s daughters was named Mary Grimball. Mary had a 
son, who was named Paul Hamilton. Paul Hamilton was a wealthy South Carolinian and 
he spared no expense for the construction of the house.10 Hamilton built Brick House in 
1725, and it was once one building on a plantation of over four hundred acres, with 
structures conducive to the agricultural practices of the era. There were stables, pastures, 
outhouses, barns, orchards, and many more features that deemed this property fruitful. 
Not only were Spanish raids a concern of the time, but pirate raids were also an 
occurrence that colonists prepared for. Paul Hamilton built Brick House on Grimball’s 
land, on a peninsula of land surrounded on two sides by water. Brick House is surrounded 
by marshland and Russell’s Creek, perhaps in part for the defensive posture the 
geography sets up.11  

Paul Hamilton Jr. was granted the land when his father, Paul Hamilton, died in 1738. On 
February 2nd, 1746 Paul Hamilton Jr. leased Brick House, and all the additional 
buildings and parts on the property, to John Mcleod. At this time, the property consisted 
of 430 acres of land and 181 acres of marsh land. The lease was enacted with the 
payment of ten shillings and a peppercorn on the last day of the term of the lease.12 The 
next day, on February 3rd, 1746 Paul Hamilton Jr. Released the property to John Mcleod. 

8 Laylon Wayne Jordan and Elizabeth H. Stringfellow, A Place Called St. John’s: The Story of John’s, Edisto, 
Wadmalaw, Kiawah, and Seabrook Islands of South Carolina, (Charleston: Reprint Co., 1998). 
9 Clara Childs, Edisto A Sea Island Principality, (Charleston: Seaforth Publications, 1978). 
10 Dillon, “Brick House Ruins.” 
11 Harriette K. Leiding, Historic Houses of South Carolina, (Philadelphia: J.P. Lippencott Company, 1921). 
12 Charleston County, RMC, Deed Book HH, p. 33 
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John Mcleod payed 3,000 pounds for the property and all its acreage and additional 
buildings and features.13  

It is unclear how William Maxwell received the land originally. James Rivers Maxwell 
was granted the land from his father William Maxwell. On June 25th, 1798, James Rivers 
Maxwell (and his wife Harriett Elliott Maxwell) sold the property, in its entirety, to 
Joseph Jenkins for seven hundred and fifty pounds. The deed is titled as a Release in Fees 
and Renunciation of Dower.14 The next deed found is a deed for Renunciation of Dower. 
It takes place on August 13th, 1798. Mrs. Sarah Chisholm is renouncing her dower for 
the property to Joseph Jenkins. Sarah was married to William Maxwell; James Rivers 
Maxwell’s father. When William Maxwell passed, Sarah was entitled to a dower from the 
property. However, she remarried (Alexander Chisholm) and therefore renounced her 
dower. Joseph Jenkins payed her two hundred and fifty pounds to discharge and satisfy 
her dower.15 Once the property came into the possession of the Jenkins family, it was run 
as an extensive and successful plantation of the Lowcountry. Accounts tell that Brick 
House saw turmoil during the Civil War when it was occupied by Union Soldiers and that 
the soldiers did damage to the building.16  

As the Civil War arrived at Edisto Island, it was left unprotected by the Confederate 
Troops. This lack of protection allowed the Union Soldiers to infiltrate and the residents 
of Edisto Island left. When they returned home after the war, their livelihoods based on 
growing sea cotton were over due to the emancipation of their formerly enslaved labor. 
The Jenkins Family was among the residents that experienced that time of change and 
turmoil.17 In 1929 a fire destroyed Brick House.18 In the 1940s and 1950s the property 
was used for agriculture and as a summer camp.19 The Jenkins family owned the property 
until 1984. In 1984 Mrs. Elizabeth Jenkins Young was named the owner.20 Young was a 
prominent preservationist in Charleston. She was the first registered female tour guide in 
Charleston and was known for her devotion and efforts toward saving the historic fabric 
of the region. Her relative, Simons Young, has taken over her efforts and has been 
heavily involved in the work surrounding Brick House.21 The property that Brick House 
sits on has been reduced over the years and currently encompasses less than one acre. 
Even though the house is in ruins and the property has all but vanished, the Jenkins 
Family continues to lovingly work to preserve Brick House and their two-hundred-year 
history on the property.22 In 1970 Brick House was listed as a National Historic 
Landmark with the National Park Service, Department of the Interior, and was also listed 

13 Charleston County, RMC, Deed Book HH, p. 34. 
14 Charleston County, RMC, Deed Book T6, p. 495. 
15 Charleston County, RMC, Deed Book T6, p. 496. 
16 E. Milby Burton, The Siege of Charleston, 1861-1865, (University of South Carolina Press, 1970). 
17 Margaret M.R. Eastman, Old Charleston Originals: From Scoundrels to Celebrities, (Charleston, History Press, 
2011). 
18 Lauren Nivens and Mary Jo Fairchild, “From the Archives: Records of the Brick House Plantation,” (Carologue: 
Winter (2014): 28-30, From the South Carolina Room, Charleston Public Library). 
19 SCIWAY, “Brick House Plantation,” (South Carolina Plantations. 2018. https://south-carolina-
plantations.com/charleston/brick-house.html). 
20 Dillon, “Brick House Ruins.” 
21 Brick House, South Carolina Room Vertical Files, Charleston County Public Library. 
22 Amy S. Connor and Sheila L. Beardsley, Edisto Island: A Family Affair, (Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 1998). 
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as one of the properties to be saved on the Preservation Society of Charleston’s 2014 list 
of “Seven to Save.”23 
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Historians:  Kimberly Hlavin, Katherine Howard, Rucha Kamath, Dana Marks, Chelsea Payne, Kerri 
Ross, Sada Stewart, Christopher Tenny, Kendra Waters and Kyunhea West. Members of 
the Class of 2019 Masters of Science in Historic Preservation program with Clemson 
University and College of Charleston. Under the supervision of Professor Amalia 
Leifeste and Dr. Carter Hudgins. Report completed in February 2018. 

Project  
Information:  Members of the Class of 2019 Masters of Science in Historic Preservation program with 

Clemson University and College of Charleston completed historical research, 
documentation drawings, conditions reporting, treatment recommendations and 
interpretations, as well as reconstruction drawings. The HABS documentation was 
submitted to the 2019 Holland Prize measured drawing competition.  




