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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. RI-301

WOONSOCKET COMPANYYS NO. 2 MILL

115 Front Street (west corner Front and Court
Streets, southwest of Woonsocket Company's No. 1
Mill), Woonsocket, Providence County, Rhode lsland.
Geographic Location Code: 38 - 0260 - 007
Latitude: 42° 00" 05" N Longitude: 71° 30' 45" W
(approximate location)

: Hemond Inc., 115 Front Street, Woonsocket, Rhode Island.

Present Occup

ant: First and second floors: Hemond, Inc. Third and

Present Use:

Statement of

fourth floors: Woonsocket Weaving Co.
The first and second floors are used for building
supply storage and office. The third and fourth

floors are used for custom woolen weaving.

Built in 1833, the Woonsocket Company's No. 2 Mill

Significance:

PART 1. HIST

is an unusually fine early cotton textile mill,
architecturally distinguished in its handsome
proportions and Greek Revival detailing. It
retains several rare features, such as the wheelpit
and original waterways. The building is somewhat
atypical in its construction, having wood joist
floor comstruction rather than slow-burning timber.
With the third and fourth floors still producing
textiles, it ranks as one of the oldest textile
mills in operation in Rhode Island.

ORICAL INFORMATION

A. Phys

1.

ical History:
Original and subsequent owners:
Woonsocket Company (chartered 1832): 1833 - April, 1833.

Trustees: Royal C. Taft (Providence), Joseph E. Cole and
John W. Willis {(Woomsocket): April, 1883 - June 1, 1883,

R. 1. Hospital Trust Company: June 1, 1883 - April, 1887.
John C. Wyman: April, 1887 - June 27, 1887.

Woonsocket Electiic Machine and Power Company (now
Blackstone Valley Electric Co.}: June 27, 1887 - 1963.

Gerard Hemond: 1963 - present.
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Date of erection: 1833,

Original plans, construction: The original plan, which
remains essentially unaltered, was a simple rectangle
placed perpendicular to the Blackstone River and with
the main entrance at the center of the southeast facade
of the building.

Alterations and additions:

Original breast wheel replaced by vertical turbines (date
uncertain),

Turbines removed c. 1910,
Elevator withwood penthouse, probably early 20th c.

Attic machinery service door, southeast facade, partially
blocked with recessed brick transformer vault c, 1920.

Brick office addition to south end of southeast facade,
c. 1950,

Loading door, second floor, southeast facade, e, 1966,

B. Sources of Information:

L,

Primary and unpublished sources:

Factory Mutual Insurance Company, Engineering Divisicn,
"Woonsocket Company's Mills Bernon, R. I.," (In-
surance plat and perspective of mills). Norwood,
Mass.: c¢. 1870, Sheet No. 449, bound in album,

Smithfield Town Records and Woonsocket City Records,
Woonsocket City Hall.

Secondary and published sources:

Ballou's Pictorial Drawing Room Companion. Vol. 9, No.
7 (18 Bugust 1855). pp. 104-105,
River view of Mills and brief description of the
Woonsocket Company.

Bayles, Richard M, History of Providence County Rhode
Island, New York: 1891, (2 Vols.). Vol II,
PP 305"3069

Charter of the Woonsocket Company. Providence: 1832, A4pp.
Copy in the Rhode Island collection, Providence
Public Library,
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Eyverts and Richards. New Topographical Atlas of Provi-
dence Gourtv, R, I. Philadelphia: 1895, pl. 156,

Keith, H. F. Map of the Town of Woonsocket and Its
Vicinity. 1869, (1" = 8007)

Newman, S, C., A Numbering of the Inhabitants: Together
With Statistical and Other Information Relative to
Woonsocket , R, 1., Woonsocket: 1846, (55 pp.). p. 4l.

Parsons, A. F. Ipdustries and Wealth of the Principle
Points in R, I. New York: 1892, p. 24l.

Pease and Niles. Gazebteer of Connecticut and Rhode
Island. 1819. ({(With additions, Woonsockst Map

c, 1835.)

Richardson, E. History of Woonsocket. Woonsocket: 1876,
pp. L55-157.

Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ablas of Woonsocket, Providence
County, R, I, New York: 1892 (pl. 15); 1892 (pl. 14);
1903 (pl. 27); 1911, (Scale: 1" = 5071)

Walling's Map of Providence Gounty, R. TI. 1851.
Copies at Library of Congress; Providence Public
Library.

Webb's New England Railway and Manufacturers! Statisbical
Gagetteer. Providence: 1869, p. 473.

PART 11, ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

4, General Statement:

1. Architectural character: 4n unusually fine early cobtton
textile mill, architecturally distinguished in its hand-
some proporbions and Greek Revival detaiiing.

2. Condition of fabric: Excellent.

B, Description of Exterior:

1, Over-all dimensions: -110'-10" x A8'-7"; thirteen (13)
bays, three (3) alsles; fowr (4) stories plus attic (not
a usable floor); rectangular in shape,

2. Foundations: Stone.

3. Wall construction: Load-bearing random course (broken
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range) ashlar (granite), with finished decorative quoins,
sills, lintels, jambs, capitals and moldings. Ochre
colored granite. Grey decorative stone work. Wood joists,
beams and square wood columng, interior framing.

Porches, stoops, bulkheads: None.
Chimneys: None,
Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: Wood frames sebt in fimished
masonry openings, wood panelled doors, southeast
elevation,

b. Windows and shutters: Wood frames in masonry openings,
wood double-hung sash, 6/6.

Roof':

a. Shape, covering: Gable roof, slate covering,
(modified king~post trusses support roof).

b, Cormice, eaves: OStone cornices and eaves; stone
pediments southeast and northwest elevations; stone
decorative parapets at corners southeast and north-
west elevations and also at pesk of northwest
elevation that rise above roof line,

¢, Dormers, cupolas, towers: Low wood elevabor pent-—
house south portion of roof, near southeast elevation,

Description of Interior:

1.

3.

b

Floor plans: Rectangular open plans (minor partitions),
with two rows of square wood columns on the first,
second and third floors and a clear span on the fourth
floor,

Stairways: Wood enclosed wood stair southeast elevation
off main entrance aisle and directly opposite the
enclosed elevator shaft.

Flooring: One inch wood wearing surface on sub-floors
of varying thicknesses,

Wall and ceiling findish: Walls: plaster on masonry.
Ceilings: plaster on wood lath.

Doorways and doors: None of interest.
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6. Decorative features, trim: None.
7. Notable hardwares: Forged strapping on roof trusses.

8. Mechanical equipment: Lighting: all recent fluorescent.
Heating: steam (recent), exposed pipes radiation.

D. Site and Surroundings:

1. General setting and orientation: The building is
oriented northwest-southeast on the steeply sloping east
bank of the Blackstone River. The main entrance is on
the southeast and the former headrace was on the southwest
with the tailrace on the northwest. The will is west of
Front Street and separated from the buildings along
Front Street by a wide parking lot. Woonsocket Company's
No. 1 Mill is to the northeast of this building.

2. Outbuildings: Former hydro-electric station west of mill,
along Blackstone River, No. 3 Mill {c. 1840) abuts the
northern corner of No. 2 Mill.

Prepared by Robert M. Vogel and
Ted Sande
National Park Service
August 1968, August 1971

PART III. PROJECT INFORMATION

This building was recorded as part of the New England Textile Mill
Survey I1; which was sponsored by the Historic American Buildings
Survey of the Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation of the
National Park Service, and the Smithsonian Institution. The project
was assisted by the Merrimack Valley Textile Museum, North Andover,
Mass.; the Fall River Historical Society; and the Bristol Community
College, Fall River, Mass. It was the second of two summer surveys
whose purpose was to record representative examples of the buildings
of the New England textile industry.

The field work, historical research and record drawings were dome in
the summer of 1968 under the direction of Robert M. Vogel {(Curator

of Mechanical and Civil Engineering, Museum of History and Technoloegy,
Smithsonian Institution),'Project Director; Professor Melvin M.
Rotsch (Architect, Texas A&M University), Project Supervisor; and
David L. Bouse {University of Nebraska), Peter §. Conrad (Yale
University), Eric N. DelLony (Ohic State University), and Dennis W.
Jacobs (University of Kansas), Student Assistant Architects.
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Historic decumentation and editing of the project data were done in

the summer of 1971 by Ted Sande (Architect, University of Pennsylvania),
under the auspices of the Historic American Engineering Record of the
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation of the National Park
Service.



