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HiTHG oM SUELDON BUSINESS BUILDING

HABS
RT,
Jadrcgg: 372-381 South Main Street, soutimest coimer South L4-PROV,
Vedin and Guilder Strecis, Providence, frovidence 119~
County, Hhode lslend,
Plat 1o, 1ot 39,
Presem, (wnen. Yaurania Coropopabtion
Present Oocupant:  letop Company
Pregeni Usa: Offﬁcoq agrd shop for a fim building con-

gtruction and restorastion.

21k This is en example of cone of the early business
i{icance;: bulldings bulli on Souwth Main Siroeh following
tihe fire of 180L. It was &n eorly business place
of the prozinent firm of Carlos snd Joshue Mauran.

PART T, HISTORICAL INFORMATTON

, &, Physieal History

1. Original and subsequent owners:

1773 Joseph Sheldon built a Dwelling liouse here in 1728
and transferred it fto his son Christopher. There
wag also a shop, warehouse and a wharf 144' long.
- Motesg &t the HBhode Island ligiorical Soclieny
gathered by Henry K. Chace in preparstion of his
book, Ovmers and Occupsnts of tne Lots., Houses and
Shons in the Town of Providence, Rhode Island in
1798, Located on Maps of the Hishwavs of ithat Date
(Providence, 1914).

1803 In the division of the Estalte of Christopher
Sheldon Lot #2 is devised %to Bemington Sheldon.
Deed Book 27, pege 573, in Frovidence City Hall.

1809 Remingion Sheldcn, yeoman, sells for $1400 to
Joshua Mauran et al a certain lot of land with
store thereon on a private gangway 14' wide
Bounded E/1y by South Main Street 22'; $/1y by
a 12' gangway; %/ly by the Channel...being Lot
#2 that was set off to Reminghon Sheldon in the
division of the Estate of Christopher Sheldon.
Deed Book 34, page 55, in Providence City Hzll.
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1828 ¥For 13,500 Joshus wauran sells to Corlos lauren
now Going business under the fira of Garlos
and Joshua hauvran 172 of a cervain loi of land
with buildings, South Water Street passing thru
Yot it beiny #2 in the division ol the Estate
of © Sheldon and wasg bought of Rewminslon Sheldon
in 16809, - Dzed Book 55, ware 57, in Providence
City Zall.
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Properiy tnxed to Carlog Mauran helirs.

Sally Meuran et al sells for 310,000 this property
to James donford, G B Rarle, Williem if Bailey,
flbert S Gallup with buildings, Bounded E by

South Main Street 32'; &/1y by gangway leading
from South wein to Sowuth Water Streeil. - Deed

Book 145, vage 57, in Providence City Hall.
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18556 Property is btaxed to the Ferry Cosl Cowpany. .
{Jogepn QOlney et al)

1923 £ P Qlney et al gell the property 4o Jacob
Tannenbaim. ..belng the same properly conveyed
by Zally dhuran et al to James kunford et al in
1856, - Deed Book 641, page 4231, in Providence
City Hall.

This property changed omership several iimes and was.
taxed to the following persons in the vear desipgnated:

1926 Schneidel Tannenbsun 1940 Union Trust Company
1939 Pubnam Savings Bank 1940 Putnam Savings Bank
1944  Rhode Igland Covering Company

1681 Dana ¥ 3wan and Bernard E Pollocl, Co-receivprs
of the Rhode Isiand Covering Company, sell for
375,000 vo laursnis Corpovation, TWO certain
parcels of land;

SECOND PARCEL: Thet certain lot or parcel of

land at the S%ly corner of Guilder and South

Main Streets. Beginning et the ¥/Ely corner

of said parcel at the S Wly corner of (uilder

and South iein Streets thence 8.1y bounding B/ /1y

on South Main Street 37.456" to land of Ira and

Rose Rifken, thence ¥W/ly bounding S/1y 6n Rifken
land 24.02' for & corner, thence $/ly bounding E .
on 88id Rifrep land 2.61" for a corner thence %flyj'
bounding 3/1y in part on said land and part on land
of Sedie Silverstein 19.93' for a corner, thenee
N/1ly bounding ¥/ly on last named land 3.22' more
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' . : B ' or less for a corner thence ¥/ly bounding &/ly on
- ' last named land 15.67' more or less to land now

or lately of Bertrand L Hornby thence N/ly bounding
/1y on said Hormby land 37.78!' to Guilder Street,
thence E/ly bounding N/1y on Guilder Street 59.54!
more or less to South Main Street or place of
beginning.. .being same conveyed to Rhode Island
Covering Company Inc by Isidore Shectman in 1953
(Deed Book 1013, page 310). - Deed Book 1110, page
684, in Providence City Hall.

2. Date of erection: Between 1803 and 1809,
Prepared by fntoinette F. Downing and Elvira Gowdey

for the Providence Preservetion Society
Lpril 1962.

DART TE, ARCHITECTURAT, TNFORMATTON

A. General Statement

1. Architectural charsecter: This is an example of one of
the early business buildings built on South Main Street
following the fire of 180L. It is 2 small brick building
with business offices on the first floor and an apartment

._ _ on the second floor.

2. Condition of fabric: Failr.
B. Techniczl Descripiion of Ixterior
1., Oversll dimensions: About 27! wide x 45" deep, facing

east. Two-and-one-half stories hiph on sloping lot
with cellar at ground level in rear.

48]

Foundations and wall construction: Brick, common bond;
slightly projecting belt courses, four courses high,
between stories. rick sre 1-3/4" x 3-1/2% x 7-1/2",

3. Chimneys: Four brick chimmeys, one at the cenher of
each wall.

4. Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: Most of first floor front
taken up Ly later glazed shop front with iron
posts. Door o stair hall to second floor -
apartment at one side of front, brick opening
with semicircular hesd, surrounded by a very simple, very
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flat, stone freme. 3ix-panel deoor probably later
with £lat sunk panels, Greek Revival moldings.

b, Yindows and shutters: %YWood, double hung, two over
two lignt, with stone sills and splayed lintels,
Shutter h apdware but no shutters.

Rooi:

a, Shape,covering: Hip roof, asphalt shinzles.

b, Cornice: Stepped brick corniece with brick dentils.
c. Dormers: Gabled dormers with double hung windows,

two on front, one on ezch side.

Technical Descripiion of Iwterior

1.

Floor plaens; Unfinished hasement with rear door at
ground level. izin floor business area now divided
into front and back rooms, hallway with front and back
stairs vo second floor zpartment on south side. Four
large rooms and three small rooms on second floor.
Three very small rooms on third floor.

Stailrweys: HMain gtair in entranee nall to second floor,
{~shape with landing and short leg at top, open well,
open sgtring, three slender rectangular velusters per
step, molded rail, secroll step end ornamenis, band of
reeding along outside string, slender turned newels,
finclosed back stair continues to atile. :

Flooring: Wide hoard floors.
Well and ceiling finish: Plaster,

Doorways and doors; Sﬁbpmwld.me raised panels,
simple moldings. Hiolded architr '

Trim; olded window frames, some windows have band of
reeding mder the sills, Large wmolded cornice in stair
hall with bend of reeding., NMolded cornice in one room,

Hardware: Bultt hinges. AMiscellaneous lster knobs.
Lighting: Zilectric.

Heating; Four chimmeve with {ireploces. | Kostly simple
wood mantels, One msntel on second iicor with reoeded
fagcie on mantel shelf., Later marble mantel in front

room on second £loor,
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S8 BULLDING

Site
General setiing: Ihe building is at the southwess corner,
of South Tein and Guilder Streets, bHuilding on the side-
18 P oaoreh siaes, lot slopes

on south 2nd vest sides,

Qsmund B. Overby, kAechitect
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