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HABRS
THE COLOHY HOUSE ﬁII:’ROV
157 North kain Street il

PROVIDEXCE, RFODE ISLAYND

owner:

Date of Erection:

Architect:
Milder:

Present Condition:

¥aterials of
Gonstruction:

Qther Existing Records:

-
@

State of Rhode Island
Avout 1760 to 1762
Unknown

Unknown

Good

Stone vasement--1-2 stories vrick,
browustone ouoins--weood trim,
niteched roof.

Hecorder of Deeds 0ffice, Tax
Aesessgors Plat & Records, City
Hall, Providenuce, k., I.

Owners & Occuvants of the Lots,
Houses and Bhowrs in the Town of Frov-
idence, R. I. 1792 also 1754, by
idenry R..nace, printed in 1914,

W.P.a. Guide to Hhode Island, Pages
57, Ws3--printed 1937, Heference.

karly Homeeg of Rhode Island-Downing.
Rererence P.95, drawing P.11Nn, from

a man of Providence County, 1%51,

oy Henry F.%Walling, Showing orizinal
exterior armesrance. From the Riode
Igland Historical Society Coliections.
Protograph-176%, P.118, interior
Judgee' Hoom., Reference P.157

Providence Journal, nhotogranh, May
2k, 1936-~exterior view.




AGditional Data:
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Tize Providence Plantation for 2%0
vears 1636-14%6 vy ¥lelcome A& Greene,
nrinted in 1#%%6.,  Heterences, pazee
52-53a5ha R gulnlnl.l 24,

id Providence, vnuclisned oy tne Mer-
chants Watlonal Bank. FP.30-pDhoto-
Zraoh, exterior view, Hei. PP.30-31.

rrovidence in Colonial Times, G.8,
“impall, reference Pr.211-212.
Fhotograph P.212, exterior view,from
1 photograpn taken in 1911, HRefer-
ences pages 213-215-213-220-221.

Jntil 1590 tne Genersl Asemply seems
to have had no fixed vlace for its
sesclons—--meetings were held: at the
homes of citizeus and in taverns,
‘rre first House for Legislative,
Jounty and Town uses wes finished in
1731, FRoger Wllliams nresided dur-
inz nis life, '"ne structure was ~
vurned on Zoristmas Eve, 1758,

Letter concerning additional data
recelved from Francis Chiaverini,
Jnilef, Division of Puplio Bulldings.
~uote: P7he Tirst Colony House was
vuilt in Providence 1729 and ocourled
in 17%1. Tois building was destroy-
ed by fire Decemier 2%, 1758. A new
Tolony House was ordered built, The
01ld State House! was pullt in 176l
and firet occupied 1iu L762. It was
in tnis buitlding vopularly kunown as
t:node Island's Indenendence Hall®
that 2 Declearation of Indevendence
was vassed on kay %, 1776, two
months before tipe Declaration nassed
in ¥hiladelpnia. The General Assem-—
L1y met in this bullding until the
completion of the Mew State House

on Japitol HiIL in 1901. The 3uilld.
ing is now more comvonly kaowa as
‘e 8ixtn Distric~ Court Housel."
(¥rom records in the State Liwrary)
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In 1762 tne vuildinz was finlshed
=t a2 cost of over 51,500 vmounds,
a gun far avove all estimates.

In 1351, tower on weet side ndded
Ly Tnomas Tefit, Architect.

Avout 1%73, adfition to the east
g8lde ware afded by Alfred Stone,
Arcultect.

After 1901, the pullding was re-
rmodeled for the Sixth Tistrict Court,
Small Claims Court, Juvenile Court,
the srciiitects were Banning and
Tpornton.

fhe eoriginal vuillding bullt in 17450-
1762 had a hip and ridge rocf with

a gavle towards thne west and the
whole building was vatterned aiter
the Colony House at Newport, R. I.

In the seccond story is the original
Council Chamoer, the only original
interior work left, the rect changed.

sphitosn)

Ppniiiv M. Creer
Distrlct Officger for
Rhiode Igland.

i Ll elm [thes
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COLONY HOUSE

155 North Mein Street, 150 Benefit Street,
Providence, Providence County, Rhode Island.

Plat 10, Lot 80.

An addendum to .

Colony House

157 North Main Street
Providence, Rhode Island
in HABS Catelog (1941)

Pregent Owner: State of Rhode Isglend

Present, Occupant: Sixth District Court

Present Use:

Court house

Brief Statement This building is one of the itwo eighteenth century

of Significance: colony houses in Rhode Island, the other being in

Newport. It was one of the seats of Rhode Igland
govermment from 1762 until the erection of the
present State House which was put into use in 1901.
The Colony House is one of the early brick build-
ings in Providence, and preserves interesting in-
terior finish.

PART I, HISTORICAL INFORMATTON

A. Physical History

1.

Date of erection: "The erection of a fHew Colony House,
to replace that County House that had been destroyed by
fire in 1758, was undertaken in 1760. A lot was aequired
'northward of that whereon the meeting house of the péople
called Quakers, stands'(John Russell Baritlett, editor,
Records of the Colony of Bhode Islend and Providence
Plantetions in New Englend, (Providence, 1856-1.865)

VI, 207) extending from the Towne Street (N. Main) to
Benefit Street. A commitiee consisting of Allen Brown,
¥illiam Smith and David Harris, was appointed to procure
materials for a brick building with the understanding
that the timber required would be furnished by Obadish
Brown &t cost. (John Russell Bertlett, editor, Records

of the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
in New England, (Providence, 1856-1865), VI, 196, 209).
In June, 1762, the General Assembly appointed Daniel
Jenckeg and William Wheaton s commitiee 'to complete

the outside ...so far as to keep it from taking damsge,
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lay the floors, build the stairs, and complete two

rooms in the chamber, suitsble for the General Assembly
to sit in.' (John Russell Bartlett, editor, Record of
the Colony of Rhode Island and Prov ;ggngg ELgnLa&;Qns

in New Englend, (Providence, 1856-1865), VI, 327).

The Colony Hbuse (also known as the Court House) -]
completed late in 1762, was about 40' x 70' in area,
having two stories and a basement, with a hipped roof

and balustraded deck surmounted by a tower. (See:
Antoinette Forrester Downing, Early Homes of Rhode Island
(Richmond, Virginia; Garrett and Massie, 1937), p. 110,
for illustration of appearance before alterations). The
bagement walls were of coursed-stone and the walls above
were brick with rusticated stone trimmings. A new col-
lection of books was purchased and installed in replace-
ment of the library which had been burned. The building
was financed, partly by lotteries, partly by grants from
the general treasury. (John Russell Bartlett, editor,
Becord of the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations in New England, (Providence, 1856-1865),

VI, 215, 236, 237, 252, 270, 327). It was enlarged and
altered in 1850-1851 by the addition of a front project-
ing entrance and tower with & wood belfry and a long
flight of stone steps, designed by Thomas A. Tefft.

The interior elso was altered, except the northwest

room in the second story which retains its original .
character. An addition at the east end, facing Benefit
Street, was constructed later from plans by Alfred Stone.”
John Hutchins Cady, The Civic and Architectural Develop- .°
ment of Providence 1636-1950 (Providence, Rhode Island:
The Book Shop, 1957), pp.37-39.

Architect: Alfred Stone was born in East Machlag, Maine,
July 29, 1843, and died in Providence, September 8, 1908,
He received his early architectural training in Boston
offices and entered the office of Alpheus C. Morse in
1859. A few years later he commenced private practice,
and entered into partnership with Charles E. Carpenter
of Pawbucket in 1873. Edmund R. Willson was taken into
the firm in 1882. Mr. Stone was a fellow of the A.I.A.,
its secretary 1893-98 and president of the Rhode Island
Chapter for thirteen years. Thomas A. Tefft (1826-1859)
entered the office of Tallman and Bucklin in 1845, and |
retained his connection with that firm while a student
at Brown, from which he was gradusted in 1851. He main-
tained his own office during the next five years, then
went to Europe where he died, in Floremce, in 1859.

.  Important old views: Marginal drawing from & Map of

- Providence County, 1851, by Henry F. Walling, in the

‘Hhode Island Historical Society Collections, reproduced

in Antoinette Forrester Downing, EL_;Q;gguggijg;jgggy;

Iglend (Richmond, Virginia: Garrett and Massie, 1937},
“p. 110.
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4. Sources of information: Antoinette Forregter Downing,
Early Homeg of Rhode Island (Richmond, Virginia: Gerrett
and Massie, 1937), pp. 95, 110, 118, 157.

John Hutchins Cady, The Civic and Architectural Develop-
ment of Providence 1636-1950 (Providence, Rhode Island:
The Book Shop, 1957), pp. 37-39, 41, 100, 194.

Likely Sources Not Yet Investigated: Allan Forbes and Paul
F. Cadman, France and New England, 3 vols. (Boston: State
Street Trust Company, 1925-1929).

Supplemental Material: The following 1s Trom Qld Providence,
A Collection of Facts and Traditions Relating to Various
Buildings and Sites of Historic Interegt in Providence,
{Providence, Rhode Island: The Merchants National Bank

of Providence, 1918), pp. 30, 31:

THE QLD STATE HOUSE
Known as the Independence Hall of Providence

The 01d State House on North Main Street wag built in 1761,
wes first occupied the following year, and was used as a
"Court and State House by the Colony and State of Rhode

Island and Providence Plantations’ until 1900. In the
historic old building--appropriately called the Independence
Hell of Providence~-an act was passed on May 4, 1776, "on-
stituting Fhode Island the first free and independent Republic
in America and asserting her absolute independence of England,
two months before the Declaration of Independence in
Philadelphia.”

Memorable events have occurred in this Hall of Independence,
the history of which is so closely woven with that of thig
nation, Washington probably visited the (ld State House on
each of hig trips to Providence. When he came in Msrch 1781,
en route from Newport, where he went to consult General
Hochambeau on military affairg, he was given a dinner at the
01d State House, at which thirteen toasts were drunk. It
was during this visit that the men, women, and children, who
thronged the streets, pressed so close to his carriage thati
he was obliged to stop every few minutes.

Count Dumas, who accompanied General Washington to Providence,
gays in hig memoirs that Washington was very much affected by
these demonstrations, and that, pressing Count Dumas' hand,
he said, "We may be beateén by the English: it is the chence
of war; but behold an army which they can never congmuerd!’
The army referred to was & group of children carrying torches,
and eagerly calling out to the Father of the Country, whose
coach they completely surrounded.

Again, in Avgust, 1790, in the 0ld State House a dinner was
served in honor of Washington. There were two hundred plates
laid; and, as nine years before, thirteen toasts were drunk,



COLONY HOUSE
HABS No. RI-18 (Page 4)

"The Congress of the United States! was the f{irst; "The
President of the United States,'" the second; "The Governor

of the State," the third; "The King and National Assembly

of France," "Lafayette,” "The Fair Daughters of America,’

and “The Town of Providence" followed. When the town of
Providence had been pledged in "Good 0ld Providence Rum,"

the President and his party left the State House and hastened
to the New York boat, on which they sailed at four o'clock.

Lafayette was received at the State House, August 23, 1824.
The gallant Frenchman was met several miles out of Providence
by a delegation of citizens, and was at once escorted to the
State House, where, bowing low to the people who had gathered
outgide to greelt him, with tear-dimmed eycs he paused at the
door. Just as he was about to enter, he saw near him Captain
Stephen Olney, who had gserved with him during the Revolution.
Lafayette folded the o0ld soldier in his arms, and pressed a
kiss on either cheek.

After meeting Governor Femner and the guests assembled in the
State House, Lafayette came out of the building, and shook
hands with hundreds of persons who had waitéd to meet him,
and among them were many women and children who had waved
handkerchiefs and scattered roses when he entered the town.

Prepared by Antoinette P, Downing and Elvira Gowdey
for the Frovidence Preservation Society

1. JArchitectural character: Bullt 1760-1762, the Colony
House is one of the early brick buildings in Providence.
Previously, most buildings, public and private, had heen
bullt of wood. The judge's chamber, second floor south-
west room, 1s little changed, and shows a late use of
full bolection paneling from floor to ceiling with Ionic

July, 196L.
PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFQRIATION
A, QGeneral Statement
pilasters and modillion cornice.
2. Condition of fabric: Good.
B. Technical Descripbtion of Exterior

1. QOverall dimensions: The original building was rectangu~
lar, two stories, five bays wide (about 65') x three bays
deep (about 36'), on a gloping lot with an elevated base-
ment on the west side. The tower, added in 1850-1851,
projects about 12' from the west side of the building
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and 1s about 15' wide. The east wing, added c. 1875,
is two stories high, about 30' x 50',

2. Foundations: Dressed aghlar granite.

3. Wall construection: Red brick laid in common bond;
brownstone rusticated quoins, window openings, and
belt course between stories, and browngtone water
table.

4. Chimneys: Three brick chimneys: in the end walls of
the main block and in the eagt wing.

5. Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: The mein entrance in the
1850-1851 tower approached by & flight of fifteen
steps of dressed stone with a wrought-iron rail
with casi~iron newels. Brownstone Doric frontis-
piece vith full entgblature with modillion cornice,
and with rusticated eolumns. 7Two stage, wood,
square tower above the second story, roof cornice
line,

¢ b,  Windows and shutters: Windows in original build-
ing are double hung, six light over six light sash,
16" x 22" lights. Window openings have low seg-
mental arches with keystones with molded faces.

6. Roof:

a, Shape, covering: Original roof visible in the
attic: hipped gambrel with sawn shingles. The
upper part of this roof which was originally sur-
rounded by a balustrade is 16' wide. This upper
part of the roof was apparenily rebuilt at some
time with a slightly steeper pitch, parts of the
original lower roof show under this with sawn wood
shingles. The present roof, which covers the earlier
roof and presumdbly dates from the addition of the
east wing c¢. 1875, is a wood-framed, T-shaped, gem-
brel roof, shingled.

b. Cornice: dpdillion eornice

e. Dormers: Dormers in later east wing only.
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C. Technical Description of Interior

1.

Floor plans: Most of the first floor of the original
building is one large assembly room, now used &s a

court room; a narrow section, one bay deep, at the

north end of the first floor is dlvided into three

small offices and is sepsrated from the assembly room
by lighted partitions. Second floor: the north three-
bay section 1s a large assembly room, the southwest room
is & large judge's chamber, the southeast corner is di-
vided into three small offices. The cellar has been re-
bullt with men's and women's cell blocks and a furnace
room. The later east wing has court rooms and several
offices.

Stairways: Location of the original stairs is not known.
Main stairs in 1850-1851 tower: H-shaped, open string,
with turned balusters. Other metal stairs in later east
wing. ' :

Flooring: Floors covered with modern asphalt tile or
linoleum.

Wall and ceiling finish: plaster.

Doorways and doors: Original doors are eight panel with
molded, dog-ear trim.

Trim: Original interior windows have paneled jambs, in-
gide louvered shutters, window seats, and molded, dog-
ear architraves. Tower window trim is similar but with-
out paneled jambs or shutters. Wood pews or benches in
the assembly rooms have board seats 15 deep x 18" high,
and paneled backs 42" high. . The deeply coffered ceiling
of the first floor assembly room is divided into twelve
large panels with a full Ionic entablature, with dentic-
ulated modillion cornice, and with the soffits of the
beams enframed with a beaded molding; the three main cross
beams are supported by serolled brackets heavily carved
with enfoliated ornaement. The second floor assembly room
has a coved ceiling with large modillion cornice. The
judge's chamber, second floor southwest room, has full
bolection paneling from floor to ceiling on all four
walls, with Ionic pilasters, and with a modillion cor-
nice.

Hardwere: There does not appear to be any original
hardware . . :

Lighting: Combination gas and electric fixtures.

‘Heating: Modern central hot air hesting with both an .
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. oil furnace and earlier coal furnsces in the basement.
The fireplace in the Jjudge's chamber has apparently
been rebuilt.

D. GSite

1. General setting and orientation: The building faces west
ot the east end of a narrow lot the full length of the
block between North Main and Benefit Streets.

2. Enclosures: Iarly simple iron fence surrounds the yard
west of the building.

3. lLandscaping: The yard on the west side of the bullding
glopes down toward North Main Street, and is planted
with lawn and trees.

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby, Architect
National Park Service
July 1961.




