
WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA

HALS PA-21
HALS PA-21

GRAEME PARK
(Fountain Low)
859 County Line Road
Horsham
Montgomery County
Pennsylvania

HISTORIC AMERICAN LANDSCAPES SURVEY
National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20240-0001



HISTORIC AMERICAN LANDSCAPES SURVEY 
 

GRAEME PARK 
(Fountain Low) 
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Location: 859 County Line Road, Horsham, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania 

 
Lat: 40.216996 Long: -75.15099 (Center of park, Google Earth, Simple 
Cylindrical Projection, WGS84) 

  
Significance: Graeme Park’s significance stems from its use as the residence of a colonial 

governor of Pennsylvania, a Georgian-styled county retreat, and a hub for 
Revolutionary Era Republican ideology. Graeme Park exemplifies early 
Colonial American architecture and is the only surviving residence of a 
Pennsylvania Colonial Era governor. 

  
Description: Graeme Park was originally a working farm. An inventory of the appraisal of 

the personal estate of the late Thomas Graeme Esq. by James Paul and 
Abraham Lukens was conducted September to December 1772 and was 
officially filed December 1,1772. They identified that wheat, rye, barley, oats, 
hay and flax were found in varying amounts in addition to various ages and 
breeds of horses, steer, oxen, cows/calves, bulls, hogs, sheep, and numerous 
farm implements, household items and furniture.1 Successive history indicates 
that the property was used for farming or related agricultural activities until it 
was sold to the commonwealth in 1986.  
 
Today, the house, barn and landscape remain intact. The interiors as preserved 
to the original design as possible. The barn, which is larger than the house, has 
been converted into a museum for community education, a small sales area, and 
for the archives and offices of Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission 
(PHMC) who manages the site for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. A 
paved parking lot is situated between the pond, house and barn to accommodate 
the schools busses and visitor parking. The outside allows visitors to “picnic 
near a spring-fed creek that flows through the forty-two acre property.”2 The 
site can be toured free of charge, however there is an admission fee for Keith 
House, which can be viewed during the day on the weekends. The site also is 
rented out for special events such as weddings; a large tent is set up behind the 
barn. The part of the property that fronts County Line Road is farmed by an 
outside farmer and was observed to have been corn during the 2012 season.  
 

                                                            
1 Office of Wills, Philadelphia County. November 16, 1772. Will: 193/1772.  
2 Seitz, Ruth Hoover. “Graeme Park,” in Pennsylvania Historic Places. (Intercourse, PA: 
Goodbooks, 1989), 25. 
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The site is well maintained and representative more of a modern twentieth 
century landscape with regularly mowed lawns and ornamental plant beds 
punctuated by large canopy trees around the pond and house. Large sycamore, 
pin oaks and ash are the primary large trees, many of which are in the two to 
three foot caliper size and of specimen species stature.  

  
History: Graeme Park, which is forty-two acre historic park, featuring the Keith House, 

the only surviving residence of a Colonial Pennsylvania Governor, Sir William 
Keith. William Penn appointed William Keith just before Penn passed away in 
1717. The Governor was inspired to find a new position and territory after 
Queen Ann’s death in 1714. A few years after obtaining his new title, Sir 
William Keith purchased 1,700 acres at Horsham with the intention of 
constructing a malthouse to brew beer and whiskey. However instead he 
“erected several structures on the estate [which] he called Fountain Low."3  He 
named the estate Fountain Low and built a three-story house in 1722. Research 
indicates that the structure was constructed by John Kirk, “a master builder ... 
also responsible for the construction of ‘Stenton,’ James Logan’s landmark 
home in Philadelphia.”3 Sir William Keith suffered a tragically lonely death in 
1726 in debtor’s prison while trying to defend his benefactor, William Penn’s 
family in England. After his death, his wife, Lady Anne was left with the 
ownership of her late husband’s property and she lived there quite lavishly until 
she had expended her wealth and passed away in 1728.  
 
In mid-1739, property ownership transferred to Lady Anne’s daughter, Ann 
Diggs and her husband, Dr. Thomas Graeme, who bought over 800 acres of 
Fountain Low with the intention of creating a retreat from Philadelphia. Dr. 
Graeme “planted crops and raised livestock for income, in the style of English 
country manors… [and] developed a park with grasses under tall trees”.4 He 
named the revitalized landscape after himself (hence Graeme Park) and also 
renovated the interior of the mansion. His daughter, Elizabeth, who inherited the 
property and estate when Graeme died in 1772, later joined Dr. Graeme. She 
lived at Graeme Park with her husband, Henry Hugh Ferguson. Ferguson, who 
later served as the Commissioner of Prisoners during the 1777 revolution and 
occupation of England. Even though Elizabeth refused to pledge her allegiance 
to the rebels, her association with Ferguson was enough to raise suspicions and 
incriminate her; and so therefore she was considered a traitor and the new 
government confiscated Graeme Park. She fought to keep the property since she 
had inherited it prior to her marriage. Still, due to legal battles and formalities, it 

                                                            

 
3 Wilson, Jon Lamar, “Graeme Park. HABS PA-579.” Historic American Building Survey 
(HABS). Accessed December 17, 2012. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/pa0625/. 
4 Seitz, Ruth Hoover. “Graeme Park,” in Pennsylvania Historic Places. (Intercourse, PA: 
Goodbooks, 1989), 24. 
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took her three years to win the rights to her property back. After being estranged 
from her husband, she decided to sell the land she had fought so hard for in 
1791, since it had caused her so much pain in her life. 
 
Elizabeth’s nephew, Dr. William Smith, helped her to sell the estate (Graeme 
Park and Keith House), and in 1801 it became the property of Samuel Penrose 
and his family, all of whom were active members of the Quaker society in 
Horsham. In 1810, Samuel Penrose built a farmhouse, on the land he 
purchased, for his son, William, and his daughter in law, Anne Lukens Larrett. 
However, in 1820, Mr. Penrose senior decided to buy a farm for himself in 
Warminster, a neighborhood nearby. In 1821, he sold Graeme Park to his son. 
William, the new owner, then died in 1863 and so in 1865 the property was 
transferred to Abel Penrose, William’s third son. When Abel died in 1893, his 
son, Morris Penrose, took over the property and he continued his father and 
mother’s parents’ tradition of farming and giving tours of the place to students 
of local schools and to members of the nearby historical societies.5 And so the 
transition of Keith Mansion and Graeme Park to the ownership of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania evolved after its sale to Mr. Welsh 
Strawbridge in 1920, making it property of the PHMC, which was not difficult 
or unforeseen.6  Since then, the Keith Mansion has received numerous 
restorations in an ongoing effort to return it to its mid-eighteenth century 
appearance. 
 
In 1986, Dr. Susan Kardos and Dr. Edward Larrabee conducted ‘landscape 
archeology’ or garden archeology to reveal indicators of buried features and 
clues to early land use to determine the ‘cultural patterns for use of land 
adjacent to or surrounding the residences in the late seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries.7  Multiple landscape features were revealed: a walking running near 
the central yard axis; secondary paths and gardens beds indicated by change in 
soil; a second walk on the northeast side of the house; a third walk on the 
southwestern side of the house; and strong evidence of a stone wall on the east 
and north sides of the house. 

  

                                                            
5 Seitz, Ruth Hoover. “Graeme Park,” in Pennsylvania Historic Places. (Intercourse, PA: 
Goodbooks, 1989), 22. 
6 "MG-366. Graeme Park Collection, 1743-1918." Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission. Accessed June 7, 2011. http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/aaGuide/AA-MG-
366.html. 
7 Kardas, Dr Susan, Larrabee, Dr. Edward, Exploratory Garden Archeology at Three Historic 
Sites, Graeme Park, Pennsbury Manor, Moon Williamson House Report. (Princeton, New Jersey: 
Historic Sites Research, 1986). 
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Sources: Anonymous. “Colony to Commonwealth.” Graeme Park Pamphlet.  
            Administered by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. 
             
Anonymous. "Graeme Park.” Accessed June 7, 2011.   

http://www.ushistory.org/graeme/. 
 
Anonymous. "The Penrose Family." Friends of Graeme Park Home. Accessed 

June 24, 2011.http://www.graemepark.org/_People/PenroseFamily.html. 
 
Cotter, John L., “Graeme Park: From Malt House to Georgian Mansion,” in The 

Buried Past: An Archaeological History of Philadelphia. (Philadelphia: 
University of Penn Press, 1992), 383 – 388.  

 
Hotchkin, Rev. S.F., The York Road, Old and New. Philadelphia: Binder and 

Kelly, 1892. 
 
Wilson, Jon Lamar, “Graeme Park. HABS PA-579.” Historic American 

Building Survey (HABS). Accessed December 17, 2012. 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/pa0625/. 

 
Kocher, Lawrence A., “The Early Architecture of Pennsylvania.” Architectural 

Record, Volume 49 (1921).  
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Museum Commission. Accessed June 7, 2011. 
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/aaGuide/AA-MG-366.html. 

 
Kardas, Dr Susan, Larrabee, Dr. Edward, Exploratory Garden Archeology at 

Three Historic Sites, Graeme Park, Pennsbury Manor, Moon 
Williamson House Report. (Princeton, New Jersey: Historic Sites 
Research, 1986). 

 
Office of Wills, Philadelphia County. November 16, 1772. Will: 193/1772. 
 
Reinberger, Mark, “Graeme Park and the Three-Cell Plan: A Lost Type in 

Colonial Architecture.” Perspect Vernacular Architecture, Volume 4. 
(1991). 

 
Seitz, Ruth Hoover. “Graeme Park,” in Pennsylvania Historic Places. 

(Intercourse, PA: Goodbooks, 1989), 22 – 25.  
  
Historian: Lauren Kramer. Report produced as part of the Independent Study Course 

“Documenting HALS” taught by Nancy Minich & Susan Mattison at 
Philadelphia University, Summer Session 1& 2, 2010. 
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Nancy Minich, HTR, RLA, ASLA 
Adjunct Faculty Member 
Philadelphia University 
College of Architecture and the Built Environment.  
3460 School House Lane 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 
December 7, 2012 
(NAM Planning & Design, LLC, 6575 Greenhill Road, Lumberville, PA 18933  
215.297.0681, 267.471.2622) 
 
December 17, 2012 

  

 
Front of Keith Mansion. (PHMC Archives) 
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Side of Keith Mansion with wisteria attached to the structure. (PHMC Archives)  
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1772 to 1791. Land held and sold by Ferguson.  
(PHMC Archives)  
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1920 to 1986 Strawbridge (PHMC Archives) 
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Front of house and surrounding landscape. (Nancy Minich,12/10/12) 
 

 
Front of house with pond in the foreground. (Nancy Minich,12/10/12)  
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Side of house with mature trees. (Nancy Minich,12/10/12)  
 

 
Vegetable garden adjacent to house. Corn fields in the background. (Nancy  
Minich,12/10/12) 
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Barn and visitor center. (Nancy Minich,12/10/12) 
 

 
View toward parking lot, facing away from the house. (Nancy Minich, 
12/10/12) 
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