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PA-6719-1  GENERAL VIEW, LOOKING SOUTHEAST FROM THE
INTERSECTION OF CECIL B. MOORE (FORMERLY COLUMBIA)
AVENUE AND FIFTEENTH STREET. THE PHILADELPHIA REAL
ESTATE RECORD AND BUILDERS” GUIDE OBSERVED IN ITS
JANUARY 3, 1887 ISSUE THAT “COLUMBIA AVENUE IN THE
PAST TWO YEARS HAS SHOWN CONSIDERABLE
IMPROVEMENT,” FURTHER ADDING, “WITHIN THE PAST 12
MONTIIS COLUMBIA AVENUE BETWEEN BROAD & 23%° TIAS
UNDERGONE SOME VERY GREAT CHANGES, AT LEAST 50 OF
THE PRIVATE DWELLINGS HAVE BEEN TURNED INTO STORES.”
THE THREE-STORY COMMERCIAL BLOCK ON THE SOUTHEAST
CORNER OF COLUMBIA AND FIFTEENTH WAS NOT A
CONVERSION; HOWEVER, I'T STILL CONTRIBUTED TO
COLUMBIA AVENUE’S 1880S TRANSFORMATION FROM
RESIDENTIAL THOROUGHFARE INTO NORTH PHILADELPHIA’S
PREMIER SHOPPING CORRIDOR.



