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Location: Township Road 364, Spanning Jacobs Creek

Masontown vicinity

Fayette County, Pennsylvania

UTM: 17.595460.4401520

Quad: Masontown, PA 1:24 000
Date of Construction: 1903
Builder: York Bridge Company
Present Owner:; Fayette County
Present Use: Vehicular bridge
Significance: The bridge is a significant example of a local metal truss bridge

with important engineering characteristics evident in the metal
truss and stone masonry abutments.

Project Information: The Pennsylvamia Department of Transportation proposed to
replace this structure after a Bridge Inspection Report, completed
in 1994, stated that the superstructure was in poor to serious
condition. To mitigate the adverse effect, the State Historic
Preservation Officer stipulated documentation.

Christine Davis

Christine Davis Consultants, Inc.
560 Penn Street

Verona, PA 15147
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DESCRIPTION

County Bridge No. 103, carries Township Road 364 (T-364) over Jacobs Creek in Nicholson
Township, Fayette County, Pennsylvania. The structure is located in a rural environment near the
Masontown and adjacent to an extensively modified 19" century farmstead. Jacobs Creek flows
into the Monongahela River approximately 2.4 kilometers (1.5 miles) west of the bridge.

This single-span, pony truss was built in 1903 and measures 13 4 meters (44 feet) in length and
4.0 meters (13 feet) in width. The steel structure has riveted connections, a lattice railing, and
die-forged eyebars. The wood deck 1s not original, having been replaced during renovations.
The sandstone masonry wing abutments have been repaired with new mortar. Steel girder
railings constructed on concrete bases parallel the bridge approaches.

Three bridge plates on County Bridge No. 103 document the construction date, the bridge company,
and the county officials who authorized the structure. The metal bridge plate on the southwest side
of the truss documents the bridge company and date of construction while a small rectangular plate
above it is impressed with the county bridge number. A bridge plate on the northeast side contains
the names of the 1903 county clerk, O.G. Chick, and the county commissioners - A. J. Stentz, M.E.
Townsend, and S. Graham.

Currently, County Bridge No. 103 is in deteriorating condition, and a weight limit has been posted.
The Bridge Inspection Report of January 29, 1954 states that the bridge's deck received a
"Condition Rating of 3" indicating the deck is in serious condition with rotting, holes, splits, and
surface checks. The superstructure received a "Condition Rating of 4" based on the heavy scaling,
rust, and loose anchor bolts. In addition, the truss is leaning upstream, and the stone masonry
substructure has deteriorated. Other changes include a non-standard repair to the plate and changes
in the stringers.

HISTORY

Masontown Road, now known as Township Road 364, opened in 1781 when Fayette County was
still part of Westmoreland County. The road provided important local access to a small frontier fort,
known as Fort Riffle located one-half mile northeast of Bridge 103. Nicholas Riffle built this fort
between 1779 and 1780 as a refuge for local citizens following the Revolutionary War when Indian
raids continued to plague southwestern Pennsylvania. The log fort also functioned as a voting place
and as a court room for sessions held in 1782. ' Using fords and small wood bridges to span the
region’s streams, 2 travelers on the Masontown Road accessed the fort and later transported grains
to the Union and Washington grist mills for processing over this route. > Through the 19™ century,
the road served local farmers and residents.
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When the existing metal truss bridge over Jacobs Creek was constructed in 1903, it was during a
time of unprecedented industrial expansion in Fayette County relating with the bituminous coal and

coke industry. As aresult, the county’s population rapidly increased resulting in the need for new
schools such as the Willow Grove School located north of Bridge 103. In June of 1901, citizens of
Nicholson Township petitioned the county for a bridge across Jacob’s Creek to access Willow
Grove School. On October 31, 1901, the bridge viewers met at the proposed bridge site and
determined that the bridge was necessary but too expensive for the township to build. On March 6,
1903, the county commissioners approved the viewer’s report to build the bridge.*

In the following month, as a result of the Sproul Good Roads Law, the State Highway
Department was created and state funding became available for two-thirds of the cost for
permanent highways outside the boundaries of cities or boroughs. ° County Bridge 103 was one
of the bridges selected by the county for construction in that year. This bridge was one of two
bridges to span Jacobs Creek in Nicholson Township. The other structure was a girder structure
known as County Bridge No. 99. ¢

The York Bridge Company built the skewed pony truss for Bridge 103 in the company’s small
bridge fabrication shop in York, Pennsylvania. At the time, the bridge company consisted of a forge
and machine shop with an attached engine room, an open crane runway and a small detached
carpenter shop. * The York Bridge Company’s work on Bridge 103 was accepted by the county
bridge inspectors on January 11, 1904. The inspectors stated that the bridge was completed in a
“good and substantial and workmanlike manner in accordance with the plans and specifications”. ®
The bridge continues to serve a rural population in Nicholson Township.

SIGNIFICANCE OF HISTORIC PROPERTY

County Bridge No. 103 was determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as
stated in a letter dated December 13, 1994 from Brenda Barrett, Director of the Bureau for Historic
Preservation. The structure is a significant example of a local metal truss bridge and meets
Criterion C for the significant engineering characteristics evident in the metal truss and the stone
masonry abutments.
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION/BIBLIOGRAPHY

A. ENGINEERING DRAWINGS: No engineering drawings for the Fayette County Bridge
No. 103 were found in the repositories.

B. HISTORIC VIEWS: No photographs of the Fayette County Bridge No. 103 were found in
any of the repositories.

C. INTERVIEWS: Not applicable.
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E. LIKELY SOURCES NOT YET INVESTIGATED: There are no other sources known or
thought to contain further or related information other than those listed in the Bibliography
section of this document.

F. SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION: Not applicable.



