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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
309-11 SOUTH FIFTH STREET (DOUBLE HOUSE)

HABS No. PA-6130

LOCATION: 309-11 South Fifth Street, Jeannette, Westmoreland County,
Pennsylvania

SIGNIFICANCE: A high concentration of window, tableware, bottle and specialty
glass plants distinguished Jeannette as “The Glass City” early in its
history. Significant housing stock consists of company-built row
and detached double houses, and several privately constructed
dwellings.

PART 1. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

McDonough Feree originally purchased the block in which this house sits, and his heirs
sold the property in 1913. The new owners held the property for only a year before
selling to Anna and Oscar Henry. Oscar was a blacksmith with the Jeannette Glass
Company. The Henrys lived at No. 309 and owned both units until the mid-1940s. In
1944, they sold No. 311 to mould maker Joseph Best and his wife Marguerite. Anna
Henry, then a widow, sold No. 309 in 1958.

While deed and city directory information provide a brief sketch of owners and residents
here beginning in the 1910s, fuller listings for early tenants in these units are found in the
1900 and 1910 census manuscripts. In 1900, the Cunningham and Gillelland families
shared No. 309. Harry Gillelland was 40 years old and employed in the glass works (in
1900, few specific occupations were listed). His wife Francis was at home with two
infant children. English immigrant James Cunningham and his 16-year old son Robert
were also glass workers. Martha Cunningham was at home with an infant daughter, and
a servant is also listed for the family. Servants were unusual for the neighborhood; only
five were listed for the entire study area in 1910.

A family headed by 33-year old James Evans, also a glass worker, lived in No. 311 in
1900. James, his father, his wife Elizabeth and young son shared the house with a single
boarder, glass worker Edward Smith. In 1910, the McComb family, headed by James
and his wife Clara, rented No. 311. James McComb was a sewing machine agent. His
daughter Roberta was a “saleslady” at a dry goods store, and she had two young sons at
home. A 19-year old glass cutter, Upton Palmer, roomed with the family. The Gault
family rented the adjacent unit in 1910. The Gaults were an extended family: Jesse
Gault, his wife and four children shared the house with Jesse’s parents: Adam and
Harriet. Jesse was a blacksmith in the window glass works. Harriet is the only other
household member listed as employed; she worked in the home as a dressmaker.
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PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A double house with typical reat/side extensions, this is a good overall example since
much of the exterior, aside from the shingle siding at the rear and the wrought iron porch
railing, appears to be original. One-story additions to the sides of the ells first appear on
the 1910 maps, but these may have been just enclosed rear porches. The full two-story
rear/side extensions to each half were built by 1916.

PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Insurance Maps of Jeannette, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. New York: Sanborn
Map Company, 1891, 1895, 1900, 1905, 1916, 1925, 1950.

Deed Books. Recorder of Deeds, Westmoreland County Courthouse, Greensburg,
Pennsylvania. For joint records, see 177/166, 534/193, 545/484, 554/195. For No. 309,
see 1173/336, 2898/65, 2906/338. For No. 311, see 1695/362.

City Directories, 1897, 1913, 1923, 1928, 1948, 1960.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 1900, 1910 census manuscripts
on microfilm.

PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION

In February 1987, the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) and the Historic
American Buildings Survey (HABS) began a multi-year historical and architectural
documentation project in southwestern Pennsylvania. Carried out in conjunction with
America’s Industrial Heritage Project (AIHP), HABS and HAER undertook a
comprehensive documentation of Jeannette, documenting industries, housing and cultural
institutions.

PART V. RELATED INFORMATION

For an overview of the double houses, see HABS No. PA-6090, Western Land &
Improvement Company Double Houses.
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