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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

MERION CRICKET CLUB 
HABS NO. PA-6037 

Location: Montgomery Avenue and Grays Lane, Haverford, Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania. 

Significance: Architecturally, the clubhouse is one of the few 
surviving works of Philadelphia's premier Victorian-era 
architect, Frank Furness. The club represents one of a few 
surviving properties to continue the traditional English sport of 
Cricket, regionally significant to the Philadelphia area. 

Description: The clubhouse of the Merion Cricket Club is a 
Victorian-styled building, three stories high over a raised 
basement. The front facade is highly symmetrical with a sixteen 
bay facade, eight of which are projected slightly forward along 
with a four bay arcade below. A large stone veranda runs the 
full length of the first level's central portion and continues in 
wood to both sides with open porches on the second level, both 
levels supported by balustrades. Ornamented fleur-de-lis 
keystones are found above all the central bays with decorated 
panels bearing sport motifs of the club below the second level 
bays. The northeast section is asymmetrical, but follows the 
same motifs and materials as the main building. 

History: Merion Cricket Club was founded in 1865 by William W. 
Montgomery and Maskell Ewing to foster the English game. It was 
first located on the Wynnewood Estate and then it moved to a 
rented location in Haverford Township where a clubhouse and 
grounds were prepared. In 1892, the club moved to its present 
site on Montgomery Avenue and Grays Lane, where a clubhouse went 
up that same year. After a fire destroyed the building in 1896, 
a decision was made to have Frank Furness design the new 
clubhouse. The Victorian structure completed in 1897 still 
exists today. 

The original main building has remained intact with little 
exterior changes made. The additions over the years reflect 
members' needs and the introduction of new sports. Besides 
cricket, Merion introduced lawn tennis to its members in 1879, 
just five years after its arrival to the United States, and to 
this day is one of the few clubs that still has grass tennis 
courts. A tract of land was leased in 1896 until its purchase in 
1910, to include golf for the members. In 1942, because of 
financial reasons, the golf club became a separate identity known 
as the Merion Golf Club. Three squash racquets singles courts 
were added in 1900 and doubles courts in 1923. 

By the 1970s, thirteen hard-surface tennis courts had been 
added with the addition of the indoor tennis building completed 
in 1974; it is located near the northeast of the complex. 
Facilities for the ladies were updated at this time. Merion 
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became well-known in all sports played here and is still renowned 
and foremost in the traditional English game of cricket. 

Sources: James H. Charleton, "National Register nomination: 
Merion Cricket Club," National Park Service, 1985. 
This building has been declared a National 
Historic Landmark and the complete nomination is 
located in the History Division, National Park 
Service. 

Carol Seraydarian, "Merion Cricket Club", Main Line 
Times, December 8, 1983. 

Historian:Terra K. Klugh, HABS Historian, 1994. 
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