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ST.   LUKE'S PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL MISSION, PARISH HOUSE \\ * B" 
J HABSNo. 5856-B 

Location; 8th Avenue and 13th Street 

Date of Erection: 1915-17 

Architect: Julian Millard 

Description: This two-story stone building is vaguely Tudor in style.  The walls are brick, faced with 
random-coursed, rough-faced ashlar.  There is a parapet at the roofline and a small cornice below.  The windows are 
divided into three bays. On the end bays six windows are banded together under one hoodmold; the three windows 
in the second-floor center are banded together. 

History:  The cornerstone of this building is dated 1915, and a January 1916 article notes that the building is "now 
nearing completion."  The church history states that it was completed in 1917, and cost $40,000. The parish house 
contained a gymnasium as well as various classrooms.  From 1917 until 1925, all Altoona Senior High School 
basketball games were played here.  The YMCA also used the gym facilities, probably until it had taken over the 
Altoona Gymnasium in the First Ward in 1931. 

Sources:   "St. Luke's Episcopal Church," Altoona Tribune (January 15, 1916). 

Project Information:  This report was part of a larger project to document the city of Altoona, Pennsylvania. The 
project was undertaken by the Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record 
(HABS/HAER), Robert Kapsch, chief, at the request of America's Industrial Heritage Project (AJHP), Randy 
Cooley, director.  Overviews of the history of the city (HABS No. PA-5784) and the fourth ward neighborhood 
(HABS No. PA-5786) provide context for these buildings as well as a comprehensive list of sources.  See also 
additional HABS reports on buildings in the city and other neighborhoods. 

This report was prepared by Kim Hoagland, project supervisor and editor, in the summer of 1989.  Hoagland's and 
other project historians' work was published as Railroad City: Four Historic Neighborhoods in Altoona. 
Pennsylvania (Washington, D.C.: HABS/HAER, National Park Service, 1990), edited by Kim E. Wallace, 
supervisory historian, and Sara Amy Leach, HABS historian. 


