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MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY ™S\ BUILDING . BA

IS
Logation: Northeast corner of Germentown Avenue and East  ©
School. House Lane, Germantowm, Philadelphia,

Philadelphia County, Pemnsylvania

Present Owner: Demolished July, 1959

Brief Statement The rich use of materiel, color, texture, and
of Significance:. cast terra cotta work mede this building an

‘exceptional exemple of late nineteenth century
srchitectural design. ;

A. Physicel History:

1,  Origingdl and subsequent owners: FErected on the site of
the eighteenth-century James De la Plaine House,[ﬁéyser,
Dr. Naamen H.; Kain, C. Henry; Garber, John Palmer;
McCann, Horace F., History of (0ld Germantown (Germesntown:
Horace F., McCenn, 1907), p. 330/, the building was con-
tinuously owned and cccupied by the Mubtual Fire Insurance
Company of Germentown until its demolition (in order to -
"reconstruct" the earlier house) in July, 1959. The com-
pany was incorporated April 15, 1843, with Henry S. Mallery
as president and Wyndham H. Stokes as secretary /Scherf
and Westeott, History of Philsdelphia (Philadelphia: 1884),
vol. 3,.p. 2119/. In 1884 a committee composed of Charles
W. Obtto, Charles Spencer, Cherles Weiss, Jabez Gates,
and Spencer Roberts approved the proposal submitted by
Architect George T. Pearson for the new bullding [ﬁbtchkin,
Rev. 3. ¥F., Ancient snd Modern Germantown Mount Alry and
Chestnut Hill (Philadelphia: 1889), p. 340/8nd demolition
of the De la Plaine House was accomplished during March
of that year /Germantown Telegraph, March 5, 1884, p. 3,
¢. 6, and March 19, 1884, p. 3, ¢. 5/. By June the build-
ing began to rise ebove its foundations /Cermantown
Telegraph, June 4, 1884, p. 3, c. 27, and the company
began occupancy of the first floor of its "palatlial new
Home Office (complete with lightning rods and gteam heat)"
on Jenusry 31, 1885 /Allen, Philip Meredith, The First
Bundred, Recording e Century of Growth and Service '
(Philadelphig: Mutual Fire Insurence Company of Germantown,
1943), p. 447. The building and furnishings hed not -
quite reached completion at that time Zﬁinuﬁes of the -
Mutbual Fire Insurance Company of Germantown, Februsry 4,
1885/. The second floor of the building was occupled for
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many yesrs (1885-after 1910) by the Germantown Library
and Historical Associstion /see Gopsill's Philadelphis
City Directory for ihese yearg?, predecessor to the
present Germaptown Historical Soeciety [ﬁgcker, Fdward W.,
Librarien, Germantown Historical Society/.

Date of erection: 1884, contrect price $34,390

Architect: George T. Pearson (1847-1920), A.I.A.
Bullder: Jemes Xinnier's Sons /Minutes of the Mutuel
Fire Insursnce Company of Germantown for February 18,
1884/. 8. Morris' Sons installed Steam 1_Heating System _
and "Dunning Patent” Boiler for $1425 ¢Nhnutes of the
Mutual Flre Insurance Company of Germantown for Sepbember
3, 1884/
Syppliers: The following information is recorded from .
observations made during demolition:

a. Pressed into the reverse of the blue ceramic tlle

used in the fireplace, first floor, middle room:

THENT TILE-
THENTON N J

b. Pressed into the reverse of the ceramic floor tlle
of main room, first floor, front ;

SINZIC
AM RHEIN

c. Pressed into the reverse of the exterior cast
terra coita panels of the gable:

2T O o |
Original plans, comstructien etc.: No originel drawings
have been found. :

Notes on alterations end additions: None known,

Important 0ld views and references:
- Q1d views: ' . .
a. Allen, Philip Meredlth - zgg First ggggzg__ Record-
ing a Century of Growth and Sexrviece (Philadelphia;:.
Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Germantown, 1943},
p. 441 Print of the building entitled
Mutuel Fire Insurance Building
Germantown, 1885
""The ‘new' building was erected in 1884 and the
next annual statement makes a proud display of
it.on the front cover, complete with borse and. _
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rider, one pr. ditio with carrisge and coachmen,
and various pedesirians with diminutive feet in

. the foreground? pr 43447 . :

b. Hotehkin, Rev. 3. F. - Ancient end Modern Germantown
Mount, Airv and Chegtnut Hill (Philadelphia: 1889),
opposite p. 340: Ancother print of zhove.

¢. King, Moses - Fhilaedelphia and Notable Philadelphians
(New York, 1901), Part II, p. 54: Pholograph from
southwast.

References:
‘a., AMllen, Philip Meredith - The Firgt Hundred, Recording
& Century of Growth snd Service (Philadelphia:
Mitual Fire Insurance Company of Germantown, 1943).
b, Germantown Telegraph, 1884 (Free Library of Philadelphia,
' Logan Square).

¢. Hocker, Edward W. - Librarian, Germantown Historical
Soclety

‘d. Hotehkin, Rev. S. F ~ fneient and Modern Germentown
Mownt Airy snd Chestnub Hill (Philadelphia: 1889).

e. Keyser, Dr. Nasman H.; Kain, C. Henry; Garbeir, John

- Palmer; McCann, Horace F. - History of 0Qld Germentown
(Germantown: Horace F. MeCamn, 1907).

f. Minutes of the Mutual Fire Insurgnce Company of
Germantown /for 1883, 1884, 1885/. 1In the Company
Tecords, Market Square, Germentown. |

e, Hosenlund Arthur 0., President, Mutual Flre Insurance

- Company of Germantown, ‘Market Square Germaniown,

_h. Scharf and Westeott - History of Philadelphia (Phlla-—
delph;a 1884),

B. Historical Events Conzlected w1th the Structure: fNone of'
.1mportanee Imown.

G. Likely Sources Not Yet Investlgated Coliection of the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Thirteenth and Locust
Streets Phlladelphla, Pa., has not been researched.

D. _Supplemental Material:

'1. The- fellowing 1s quoted from the g anto Ielegrqg
' Philadelphia, February 3, 1884, D. 3, c. 7 (Vol 54,
No. 49): '

;g?;gg_ §gg_jgmggl Flre ;gl ance Qomp x § lding

< . We have been furnlshed by Mr Pearson the arehztec+ oz the new
-~ Mutuel Fire Insurance Company's - building; - the erection” of" which w111
o shortly oegln, the fellgw1ng descrlptlon of the same. :

. The bulldlng will have & froatage en Main street of- Thirty feet
ﬁan& en Market Square of sevenxwaour feet. The Maln street front ef
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the first story is in the form of an elliptieal arch, rising in the
center to eighteen feet from the grade line, and composed of large
arch stones; within the arch are three openings, the corner one having .
a large wrought iron gate, opening into a porch, through which enirance’
rm; be had to the vestibule; the two other openings are compariment
windows, one for the vestibule, the other for front of secretary's
wroom. Two red granite pilesters divide the openings. Abhove the arch
the front is extended upwards in two bays with gable ends reaching %o
fifty feet from the grade line, and ornamented with terra cotta panels
and colwms. The Market Sguasre fromt is boldly ireated, with large
openings in each of the two stories. The generel make up of walls is
in brick lasid in Flemish bond work and derk blue stone, and all the
detail of ormasmentation will be so far as practicable a reproduction
of the quaint siyle so much seen on Germantown's oldegt buildings.
The roof will be of red tile with copper guitiers. .

The interior of the first floor contains a general office,
finished in cherry wood with panecled ceiling and wainscoit and & large:
terre cotla fireplace for ventilation. The secretary's office is to
left of entrance and enclosed by a screen partition; to the rear of
the main office are a president's room and director's room, and in
the rear of these & washroom. A stasirway of ash wood lesds to the
second story, which is in one large room, with washroom at the rear
end . :

It is the purpose of the committee to make the building as neer
flre-proof a5 possible, and {o this end two floors will be made with
iron beams and fire-proof teal arches. It is intended o begin the
work as soon as practicable, and to have the new building ready for
occupancy about January 1, 1885,

gﬁbcording to Mr. Arthur 0. Rosenlund, President, Mutual Fire Insurance
Company, in telephone counversation with Jemes T. O'Gorman, September 3,
1959, the cast terra coita decorative panels mentioned above and shown ..
in photographs, both from interior end exterior, were preserved during
demolition., The Company is planning 10 re-use then in 1ts new loca-
tion on Market Square, Germantown,

2. The following is quoted from Allen, Philip Meredith -
The Firsti Hundred, Recording 2 Century of Growth and
Seryice (Philadelphia: Mutual Fire Insurence Company of
Germaniown, 1943), PP. 43-44:

An interesting feature of the 'mew" (1885) home office was the
vault ~ a historie relic of early Americen history. During the

virulent epidemic of yellow fever that swept and decimated Phlladelphla?.:

- dn 1793, when the city was ithe seat of Federal Govermment, Germantown .
" became the nation's Capitel for several months, all department“ moving .
here to escape the plague, and centering around the present site of

Gﬁf&m&ntowg?pmfftualf F/ire Insurance Companx7 headquarters, ... -
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A ponderous vault was built into the temporary treasury with
heavy, hand-wrought doors and a welghty key, full six inches long.
This was the vault, these are the doors, this is the original key,
once used to protect the U. S. Treasury, that have served GMF for
60 years and are gtill in dally use..

éﬁccording to Mr. Arthur 0. Rosenlund, president of the company, in
telephone conversation with James F. O'Gorman on September 3, 1959,
the vault doors described above were removed from the 1384 building
before demolition, restored, and are at present bejng used at the
Company's new locatlon on Mﬁrket Square, Germantown./

Prepared by James F. O'Gorman, Architect
_ National Park Service - September 1959

HITECT FORMAT TON
A. General Statement:
1. Architectural character: The rich use of materials,
"~ color, texture, and cast terra cotta work make this
C e -structure an exceptional example of late nineteenth
. s - century architectural design.
2. Condition of fsbric: Demolished July 1959

B. Technical Descripiion of Exterior:

1. -Overall dimensions: Two-and-a-hslf stories -
dimensions unknown.

2. Toundations: Stone (orig. cut stone)
3. Wall construction: Flemish bond brick; stone; terra cotta.
'4. Porches, stoops, bulkheads efc.: Recessed entrance porch

- at southwest corner. of bulldlng enclosed by wrought-iron
. gate. :

WU A ' 5. Chimneys: Three original of brick and terra cotta.

6. Openings: : _ .
- 8. Doorways and doors: No information.
b. - Windows and shutters: Original.

: 7..-Roof*'-- - L o o '
&, Shape 'coverlng' Many-g#bled roof, covered with tile.
© "b. Cornice, eaves: (riginal terra cotta cornice

-~ .¢. Dormers, cupolas: Cne origingl low, broad, shed-
roofed dormer faced south. :




. Technicel Description of Interi@rsr'

1.

o WS )
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west side of ihe building.
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Floor plans: See supplemental matérial, Pafﬁ'z;;ﬁ of
this report. :

Heating (fireplaces, stoves etc. ): Two originel terra
cotta and tile fireplaces on first flaor, front; one’

original blue tile fireplace on first floor, mlddle
room. :

Orientation and general setting: The long axis af ﬁhe
building ran Zast-West; the building stood &t the n@rthwast”
corner of Market Sguare, Germantown, SR el

Enclosures: An iron fence enclosed the yard at the[L 

Qutbuildings: HNone
Walks, driveways, etc.; HNone
Landscaping, gardens, etc.: None of interest

Prepared by James F. 0'Gorman, Archltect o
Netional Park Service - September 19594'-




