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CThe original vame of this iake was fcbhiagon's Lake or
Long Fong, s0 named from a nunter by the nome ¢f no~inson,
who it is said had 2 cabin at the urper end ia the early
daoys of . 1800. In 1881, the late Sensteor Cuarles i, Lucalew,
of Zlcomsburg, suggested to wmy iaitner the name c©i Ganoga,
an Indizn name in the Gsneca indian Laugu@ge, s ning
"water on the mountain® and sc this lake was nared. This
lake perched at the toyr ¢of the main riige cr vlatzzu of the
Allzpheny dountains is roally a large syring, as it nas conly
2 small syring ialet 50 1it. from the urper end, and is fed
by underground srring thrcughcut its surface. he lake is
about one mile long, lacking 60C to 700 ft. and an average
width of 700 to SGO ft. of covering abcecul 70 acres. Deing
22568 rt. aveve tide 1t is the nighest lske cast c¢i the Hocky
Mecuntains and is the source of two sir:zams, the Iond Branch
cf Kitchen's Creek and by an underground cutlet the begin-
ning oi MehgGopany Sréek.

In 1811 when the Iennsylvania Legislature created the
different Stete hoeads, the Derwick and Towandua Yurnpike
Head was born, bul actual building of the road cver the
‘ mountsin was net vegun until 18282, and wmust Lave bsen ¢owm-
. pletad by 1327, as 1t is knowa $that the Derwick and Towandsz
o Turnylse Co. began running siages that year. This road ran
from Zerwick, Fa. to the 80's ullQ stone in pradiord County.
The toll gate Tor this part of ihe road stood at the Watson
piace at the top of fthe mountsin, named for ths first and
oniy keeper Watscn, describved gs man © It. 4 in. in stature
and a dessrter from the dnglish army during Frerry's victory
on Lake urie, Here he married, rcared a family, cenducitzd
a small farm and died avoul 1w92. 3Steges con this turnpike
ran twice dally, leaviang Berwick in the morning and stopring
at the Long ¥ond Tavern, a lop htuse, stasiding a few feet
aerth of the stoneg hwouse, ioy lunch, and changing herses,
for the lcng eight mile ride anead called for wmany yesars
road of hell on account of poor constructicn and very had
country it traverses, where stood Schriicgel's Hotsl, whore
the passengers srent ihie night belore preceeding on their
Jjourney, the siage south leaving 3ehrifogel's in the morn-
ing, lunciing at Long Fond arnd arriving at Berwick in the
evening.
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This Long Fond Yavern was icr many years the meccs ior
“hunters and fisherman. Senator Bucalew visited the Long
Pond Tavern and ¢ulrt*ﬁ°.

“T with a varty of friends i1ished for trout up the West
‘.‘F Brancn of Fishing Creex and towards evenicg climbed the
mountain at a pcint (vow known as CLIiff View) one nmile 3.V.
oI the heuse, and spent the night. We found here g party
of tishermen and some Germans then at work on the Lee Koad,




Trhese Germans were part c¢f the coleny brought from Fhiladelphis
censisting of 50 families and were constructing a road from

the Turnp.ike, 1/3 mile N., known as the Lee Ruad and &nding

=zt the Busquehanns Kiver. Four miles cl this road was com-
rleted at the time, June 1849, and coantinued three miles fur-
ther where the first 1smily setilud and sc on to the end,

about twenty miles. This is stiil called the Lee Settlement.

"AtL supper that nignt my jarty was scezied at cone end of
a long taile and ciner fishermen at the cther. During ihe
meal, ncticing that they were having otiher fish than trout,
I had our trout passed to them and they alil declined. Zur-
triged, I asked tlhem why they declined the trout and was
teid to try some cof their fish, bull-heads caught in the
lake tliat aiternocn. Ve did and from that moment the trout
were neglected. The bull-hieads were caught by bobbing--a
mass of worms tied tc the end o1 & swmall stick, which placed
in the water the bull-hesds being so plentitul wouid grab it
and then be shaken off in the beat. 1t is szid that in a
very short time a becat load could be had."

A few of this German coleny, inding the mountalin un-
attrauctive scloled at the foot of the mountain, and clesred
the farms n.w kncwn as Freedly, Wwickam, Adsm Kale, etc.

¥y grandfather, Zlijah Green Ricketts, cf Orangeville,
and hiis brcther Clemel Ricketts, of Roarsburg, }ra.,
Colwmbia Co., were very ifond of hunting and fishing and for
waiy years had gone to Schrifogel'™s Hotel in the Spring and
Fall for this purpuvse. In the Fall of 1850 they went there
as usual and found the hotel full and had to be accomcdated
by having mattresses plao:d in the so~called parlcur on the
tloor where they spent a very unpleasant night. On their
jeurney home frem this trip they decided that they shculd
nave a fishing and shcoting lodge of their cwn, and being
very much taken with the site arcund Long Fond, purchased
during the following winter 5,000 acres, on which they began
censtruction of the sicne hcuse in 18501 and completed in
18b2. This wes known ifor years as the nhiecketts lolly, for
the reason that no one of those days would uncersiand why
anyone would construct a stone house in such a wilderness.
Clemel Ricketts was a great lover of Colcnial Architecture
and was the author of book publighed in the early forties,
"Ricketts Notes on Travel", in which he tried to show every-
thing concerning the origin ot our Colonial Architecture
that came from Zngland or the Continent. So the sténe hcuse
was built on Colcenial lines. The walls are entirely cone
structed of blocks of field sandsione about 17 inches sqguare
of various thickness, the building is "L" shaped, main part
being 60 x 38 ft., with a 40 x 26 {t. addition to the rooms
cn the right side. First floor is divided by a hall 32 x 11
{t., two rooms on the left and two on the right 16 x 22.6
each and the addition had two rooms, the second flcor being




cut upr into bed-rooms. This building finished in the Sununer
of 1802, was cpened as a tavern and continued so through
all the year.

Svon after the return of my fathsr Colcnel Hobert Bruce
Ricketts, from the Civil War, he purchased irom his father
and uncle their iunterezts, stone house and tie £,000 acres
and began buying additional warrants until in 1873 he had
outright or controlled 66,00C zcres (abeut 100 sg. miles).
In 1872 he entered inte partnership with ikr. William Curtain
of Fhitadelphia and Cecl. Wilscn ol Trenton, and staried a
lumber tusiness, the will being situated about cne-kali
mile §.8. ¢f the houge. From this miil came imcst ¢f the
luwnbver used in building an addition to the hetel tegun also
in 1872, a three story building, built on the lines of a
child's Noah's ark with a shed roof focrming o dark garret
on the fcurth floor iighted only by a swmall window &t each
end. With the exception oif a lobby, billard-rocm, dcuble
paricr and siorage room, the entire buiiding was given up
t¢ bed-rooms.

In the summer of 1873 this was cpened as the North
kicuntain House catering to both summer and winter guests,
and continued for thirty years or until November, 1603, when
it was closed and became the summer residence of the Ricketts
iamily. During these thirty years, 1 think it was quite
unigue for it catered to the relations and friends of Col.
Ricketts and they with their families would come as soon as
schotl was over in June and remain until September first,
when school opened again, and it was lixe one big family.
koust of the patrons came from Wilkes-Barre, but it enter-
tained many other people from Fuiladelphia, New York,
Scrunion, Harristurg, Willismsport besides many cther places.

In 1863 the Lehigh Valley Hailroad built a branch of
the sowmans Creek Branch from Ricketts to the upper end of
Ganoga Lake, four miles, and beginning on Sunday tenth, 1883,
we had a daily train in esch direction, wmorning to Wilkes-
Barre, evening to Towanda. These trains continued tu run
for ten years or until we closed the hotel in 1902.

In the Summer of 1876 there was oypened a Summer Scheol
for boys conducted by Dr. Jokn W. Rotherock of Wilkes-Barre
(Later head of FPennsylvania Yorestry), Dr. Howard Kelley of
Fhiladelphia {later head of John Hepkins}, Dr. Lewis H.
Taylor oi Wilkes~Barre (Fhysician), and Bugene C. Franck of
Wilkes-Barre (artist). This was the {irst Summer School
for woys or girls ever held, either in this country or
acroad. The first year there were 26 scholars, 1 believe,
The schicol was a great success and continued for two moenths.
1t ccnsisted of two small one story houses and a tent
colony for the beys and some cf their masters, also there
was & dining tent. In 1897 it was continued by the same
Yieads but without Dr. Bothercck. There were 1€ scholars the
second year. This was located in the field S.&. of the .
house. Regular schocl work was conducted with drawing or



rainting lecked after by Mr. Franck. Aalsc, tiey had _
acquatic spurts, having a camp landing on the ghore of the b
lake, with boats for fisking or rowing and a raft with -

¢iving board for swimming. And frem this small beginning

has grown the great Summer Schools of today.

In 18%7 the frame house was torn down and the debris
remeved to make way for the iandscape garden we have at
nerthh of the house. In 1913, lir. Henry Atnerton c¢f Wilkes-
Farre Wag asked to prepare ylans to rencvete the stone
house and during that summer and :all this was carried out
with an addition tc the nerth side puilf.

Aniother item oi histcery was the "iWheeler & Wwilscn" Gil
Speculaticn. During the summer cf 1865, a man named Hadley
salted the springs witi: ¢il balls sc it would appear on the
suriace and got the Wheeler & Wilscn Sewing kachine people
interested. They furnisghuvd the money and during 1665 and
1866 put down two driil holes, (1) at the old Dodscn Kill
{now Luke Rose) 2100 ft. deeyr znd (2) on the Farm 1800 ft.
deep. It iz saild that wWheeler & Wilscn sypent about
$40,000.00. Hadley escaped to Canada and was never caught.

The Trexler & Turrell Lumber Co. hegan crerztions by
building a mill and creating the town c¢f Ricketts, four
miles KN.&. ¢f the sicne hcuse, in 1860, the Lehigh Valley
H. R. extending its line from Lopez lor tliis purpoese. This
#:111 kad a capacity of 75,000 ft. per dey and contained a
circular, band and gang saw and was undoubtedly the largest
in this part of the country. The lumber operaticng con- :
tinued for twenty-three years, or to 1¢13. They manufdctured
uemloek, svruce, maple, birch, cherry and beech lumber for
all purposes. The spruce was considered one c¢f the finest
varieties ever sawed in this country,.

The town of Ricketts icunded in 1890, of course, died
when the mill operati.ns ceased in 191%¢ and existed about 24
years. At its height it had about 300 inhabitants. Also
they harvested 100 acres of original pine forest that
Dr. Jchn W. Rotherock claimed was the finest pine standlng in.
Tennsylvania.,

In the 183C's s man by the name of Siclar settled on
the mountain and built a small mill on the site ¢f Lake
Leigh {Ccncrete Dam) and turned out cherry bedsteads. 4And
in 1842 a man named Dodscn also built a mill to turn ocutb
cherry bedsteads on the site of the Rose Lake dam. IBoth ¢f
these were squatters and stcle the timber. These vedsteads
were sold in FPhiladelrhia and were very much in demand at
the time. -

The discovery ol the falls on Eitchen's Creek and its o
branches was made by a man and his son avout 186L, when they . -




iighed down the Fond RBranch and reported what a hard trip
ti:ey nad Lad getling arcund fglls on the stream. Trie Lakes
«Elgh, Jean and icse were created during 1805 to 1607 fcor
~tcctric Fower purposes, but the derression of 1507 and the
world war kiiled the picject and saved thls stream for pos-

terity.
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