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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

CARPENTERS' COMPANY HALL HABS No. PA-1398 

Location: 

(Carpenters' Hall) 

Addendum to: 

Carpenters' Hall 
Philadelphia 
Philadelphia County 
Pennsylvania 

320 Chestnut Street and Carpenters' Court, Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania. 

The following quotation is an insurance survey for the Carpenters' Hall, 
issued April 1811 by the Mutual Assurance Company, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

"SURVEY, For·the Carpenters Company_of the City & County of Philadelphia. 
Their new four Story.Brick house, Situate on the Southwest Corner of Chestnut 
Street & Carpenters Court, between third & fourth Streets, -- Dimensions 
26 feet by 44 feet. First Story, 1 Room, occupied as a book store, neatly 
Shelv'd with a wood Cornice over d0

• plain mantle, washbds 7 windows cased, 
2 Arch head windows, A neat arch head Venetian door with fan & side lights, 
-- 2 walls lined. 

Second Story, 1 Room, washbds & windows cased. 2 walls lined, 
A part of the Second floor open with painted handRails & ballusters 
around, --

Third Story, 1 Room, plain mantles, washbds & windows Cased, -­
Fourth Story, 2 Rooms, finished Similar. 
Lo~ not plaistered, Trap door, Roof hipt & pitcht four ways. 
Back Building, 14 feet 6 inches by 27 feet, three stories high, 

In a part of this building are 3 flights open newell painted Rampt handRail 
Stairs, Close String, a neat Arch head Venetian door with fan & sidelights, 
Other part -- First Story, 1 Room, plain mantle, washbds & windows cased. 

Second Story, l Room, Similar with Closets. 
Third Story, l Room, Similar to Second Story 
Loft - not plaistered, Trap door, ---- 2 floors narrow heart pine, other 
floors heart pine bds. Glass 84 16ghts 13 by 20 - 72 d0

• 12 by 18 - 92 do 
l2 by 15 - 60 d0

• 18 by 16 - 84 d . 12 by 12 & 36 d0
• 10 by 12 inches, -­

party walls 9 inches. Board partitions, -- Materials good & well Built. 
Brick ash holes, -- West a three Story Brick house, South a two Story 
Brick Building, with which it Communicates & which is insured in the 
Contributionship Insurance Company, -- water plenty. 
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$2000 April l8ll Philip Justus 
Brick House 
Back buildings 

$1400 
600 $2000 @ 3 \ per Cent 

Policy & Incidental Expenses 

Sbove is a Gneral Survey of the Premises as now insured 
Philad. June ll. 1811 

for the Carpenters Company 
David Flickwir" 

$68 
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In 1912 the Carpenters' Company, owner of the Carpenters' Hall, 
hired a Philadelphia architect, Herbert C. Wise, to produce measured 
drawings of their building. Mr. Wise produced nine sheets of drawings 
and wrote a description of the building. The sheets included the following: 

Sheet No. 1: 
Sheet No. 2: 
Sheet No. 3: 
Sheet No. 4: 
Sheet No. 5: 
Sheet No. 6: 
Sheet No. 7: 
Sheet No. 8: 
Sheet No. 9: 

Plan of Cellar and Attic, 1/4" scale (linen tracing) 
Plan of First and Second Floors, l/ 4" s.cale (linen tracing) 
North and South Elevations, 1/4" scale (linen tracing) 
Portion of North Elevation, 3/4" scale (linen tracing) 
Cupola and South Gable, 3/4" scale (linen tracing) 
Stairway, 3/4" scale (linen tracing) 
Various Details, half-full size scale (bond paper) 
Various Details, half-full size scale (bond paper) 
Various Details, half-full size scale (bond paper) 

A copy of Mr. Wise's written description is reproduced below. 
The drawings are not included with the description, except fQr tw9 drawings 
which do not show sheet nu,m.bers. 

!l1e Cellar walls av~rage :t"Ull 1~" 1n thickness, a.nd a.re or atone, ex­
~ 

capt where brick ho• been empl079d in fOl"ming the 'Yault. eoal-blmksrs, and ch1a-

Whit8"•uh ha.a 'been ap~l1ed direct~ en 1tone and brick. 

caat lran col=ma have their baaea aet on atone, the top or which la l81'el wtth 

t:he 'brlax floor, which C0Ter11 the entire O~llal". . '!'h• 'baae courae at gn.d• 1• 

of aazi4atona set on edse and rluah with the brickwork blmediat•l~ abOTe it.· ~ 

Jirat Yl.801" dooraill• a:re of aandatpnfl with im.rble threahold8 added, outa14• rta-t-

totm Gld at9!'s are o~ granite. · 

fta bo&da of the Cellar 'Windows on the Worth :!leTaticm, and th&1: of the Cella?" 

1'1.ndaw below the window facing South from the Sc:ra.tho-eaat comer of A.aaem'bq 1?&!1• 

are '1t stoua heavily- rainted; elaewhere thq an aegmental arches or brick. In the 

tla2lkillg walls to th~ st~s entQrl~ t~ 'lell&r' on th.a 300.t.h a.re two stone \locka• 

cm• c.n .a.ch aide a.nd bearing the following 1nscriptian.si-

~And I haard a ~oice !rom neaven 
. u.ying unto m' 'l'rl tat zl&aaed 8l"9 the 
dead which die ln tr..e tard free 
hf.Alcef ortn; Yea.. saith the Spirit. that 
they ~ 1'"fl3t f:rC"!'! thei.r labours." 



• 

• 

·~ Soul. ot origin di'fine, 
.l«l'• glorious 1:-.ace, fl'eed from clq, 
Dl leaven'• eter?!&l sphere shall shin•, 

A atar or d.IQ'.• 
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911 •ier table, a short d1atance abo'f9 ti. Jirat Floor, cauiata or two 

OOU'Ha ot mcnild.ecl brick, and abo"fe thia level the exterior wall• or the wo 

been applied direct wt thout the 1nterveDt1cn or at?il"Ping or other mteri&l. The 

walla ot ~ roar gables are or brick 9" thielt. !he north gable la ent1"ly 

o'b~ bf a aign 81l?lOllDC1ng to pu1avs-b7 e Oheatl!:ut S'\Z'M't, the !!8IDe or the 

'buil.d1Jl8 sad. Q.e inat1tut1on or tha. car.p1D17_ !be br1Ck wall• behind the balu•t•:r• 

imQer the three Seccnd. ;t o-M7 Yihdm b&Te \een Jain tad wh1 te. !he a tr atelier br icka 

measure 8-l/4" •o 8-1/a- race, J-l/8" high, the 41.rlc glased J&eadera acai 4"t and 

th49 bond 1s aa ahawn 1n lovr•r right-hazui portion ot Sheet so. 4. J'1Te ccnr-.. a 

ot brlelc, lle&sured Tertica:.17, equal 1~7 /8". . ' 

~o·wooc! eiJ"d~rs, 14-l/2• wide 82ldapprox.imate4' 18" high run east and n•t 

OT•r the caat l?"Oll collmllla in the Oellar. SeoU'9Cl to the•• girder• are 3" z &• e&k 

jo1ata upan which. umnatahed noor boards tall l" thiclt are laid. Oil thaM boarda, 

1n tmi, c-nt has been ia.id and then the encauatic t ll•• tondng tbe enti.J'e f1n-

1ahed nrat floor. 

!he Qella.r windowa COl'lta1n dmble caaement aaah J,.1/4" thick. ni?'-81.l:lg in. 

Qitaid.• ot theae a.re ~•tillgs of l• x l" wrought iron tr81119d into 1-1/!11 z 3/8* • 

lrcm.and termed in tbtt deaig.n. shDwn cm Sbeet !o. a. 

!ha 71.Joat aZ'4 seocmd StGreT Window• are a"1 nq cased 111•14• md cateide. 

Ii. ~1~kWO!'k ca.talde 1a CO'fered 'b;y a architrave 5-1/%• wicia whoM OQter mortldag 

pzioJ•~• trom t:te 7all ?-1/Z•. 'l'he aaah are i-i/e• QJ.Ck. !he &J'Chi tl'aTe 1l:l.•14a 
' . ' ~ 

1a C...7/8"~ wide and proJeata. r:rcm tbe 1"1111shed plaster 4iatsnce• TU"Tbc tl'om 1-~/S" 

\o 1-13/16•. Side rail• of' aaah are I /4'' wide, 1""1" r&tl• a."f/8•, ..t1~ 

j 

l 
1 
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'rhe original doors an tm:cned thr~gh and pimied • 

The atairway is fully shown en 3heet wo. 6. ~e 8qllal"9 member of the bal-

utera 8PP8'19ing ll1 u.n)~ runa is &.beent on the fi:rat run upward tr~ the First 

Jlloor, this member here being round. The square member probabl.7 existed here• and 

inju.ey to sane of its 9X!'Oaed corr.are ~ ha~P. led to tbe member be1r.g deliberately 

cut round along thi• portion of the at.ail" meat exposed to th• public. 

1'.he • .Jntrance Lobby 1 and the Stair Hall thrcughOat la wainscot tad. ~ A.••em'bl.J' 

Room ill not, but a11 effect ot wainscot ha.a been produced by ~eaco1r.ig. Th• erect-

tan or modern book-caaea in the Libr&ry and Rall (2nd Floer) h&a pr9T81lted a elear 

observaticn o:t' original ecmd1 t.10?2.& in these rooma9 but cm examining the back or 

.the book-eaae ~oTe the the east aide or tbe L1b:r&J7 a trusa is obsen1!d cacnzpring 

the partition between the Ubrar:· ad tbe seco11cl Storq Corridor. It la likeJ.7 

that a •imilar truss ocaupies the Fartition between the Corridor (Hall) 8lld the 

Parlour and I.ivi~ Eoom ea.at thereof. 

There is l~O rl.&st<.r1ng aeywhere in the Cellar or the A.ttic. :.:atcl:.ed and b~~-

ed wood lining of 3" wid~hs covers the cellines ot Ralls and the eoffits or stair-

way. ";V1th the exception of these porticn! anci those co?Jeealed by book-eaa.1, where 

cond.itJona are not knO"''l'l, the buildi n& is plastered throughout. The wall of sta.ii--

'Ila::/ Hall ia pair.tad aLd frescoed a~cim +.he wainscot. !ha walls snd ~iling of the 

.lssembl7 Room are ~ere elo.borately· t'naeoed.,. OV.ir the South tcorwa: ar:pears the 

1:nac:ript1on:.-.. 

"'f!thin these 'laJ.ls. Beru,. H&llCOCk. 8: A.<iaJ!la nsapired. tha ~lO£'lltdti of ~h& 
ColCZliea With Jerve 411d S1new for the To1la at War.a 



• 
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In tbe ran- earners o! the frescoed ceiling aprear the portrai ta or 

<lark brown • . 
GA• or the columns or the .Assembly Room nae been fO"Ql'ld °b1' aM?l.71ng ca.11:pers 

to be allghtly el1ptical, !Uld th~re are man~ otber sma:l dlscrepa.ncies cetween 

portions or the bu1ld~e cbv1cusly ir.ter.ded to be alike. On the finished draw-

inga produced by this sn..-vey, an a.~eraee or aueh "fariations bas been adopted, 

dne of the distinctive fgntUres bf Carpenters' Hall. 
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