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CARPENTERS' COMPANY HALL , HABS No. PA-1398
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Addendum to:
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Philadelphia
Philadelphia County
Pennsylvania
Location: 320 Chestnut Street and Carpenters' Court, Philadelphia,

Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania.

The following quotation is an insurance survey for the Carpenters' Hall,
issued April 1811 by the Mutual Assurance Company, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

"SURVEY, For:.the Carpenters Company. of the City & County of Philadelphia.
Their new four Story .Brick house, Situate on the Southwest Corner of Chestnut
Street & Carpenters Court, between third & fourth Streets, -- Dimensions
26 feet by 44 feet. First Story, 1 Room, occupied as a book store, neatly
Shelv'd with a wood Cornice over d°. plain mantle, washbd® 7 windows cased,
2 Arch head windows, A neat arch head Venetian door with fan & side lights,
-~ 2 walls lined.

Second Story, 1 Room, washbd® & windows cased. 2 walls lined, --
A part of the Second floor open with painted handRails & ballusters
around, --

Third Story, 1 Room, plain mantles, washbd® & windows Cased, —-=-

Fourth Story, 2 Rooms, finished Similar.

Loft not plaistered, Trap door, Roof hipt & pitcht four ways.

Back Building, 14 feet 6 inches by 27 feet, three stories high, --
In a part of this building are 3 flights open newell painted Rampt handRail
Stairs, Close String, a neat Arch head Venetian door with fan & sidelights,
Other part -- First Story, 1 Room, plain mantle, washbd® & windows cased.

Second Story, 1 Room, Similar with Closets.

Third Story, 1 Room, Similar to Second Story

Loft - not plaistered, Trap door, —--- 2 floors narrow heart pine, other
floors heart pine bd®. Glass 8k lights 13 by 20 - 72 d°. 12 vy 18 - 92 a°.
12 by 15 - 60 @°. 18 by 16 - 84 d . 12 by 12 & 36 d°. 10 by 12 inches, --
party walls 9 inches. Board partitions, -- Materials good & well Built.
Brick ash holes, -- West a three Story Brick house, South a two Story
Brick Building, with which it Communicates & which is insured in the
Contributionship Insurance Company, -- water plenty.
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$2000 April 1811 Philip Justus
Brick House $1400
Backbuildings 600  $2000 @ 3 % per Cent $68
Policy & Incidental Expenses 6
$Th

Sbove is a Gneral Survey of the Premises as now insured
Philad. June 11. 1811
for the Carpenters Company
David Flickwir"
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In 1912 the Carpenters' Company, owner of the Carpenters' Hall,
hired a Philadelphia architect, Herbert C. Wise, to produce measured
drawings of their building. Mr. Wise produced nine sheets of drawings
and wrote a description of the building. The sheets included the following:

Sheet No. 1: Plan of Cellar and Attic, 1/4" scale (linen tracing)

Sheet No. 2: Plan of First and Second Floors, 1/L4" scale (linen tracing)
Sheet No. 3: North and South Elevations, 1/4" scale (linen tracing)
Sheet No. L4: Portion of North Elevation, 3/L" scale (linen tracing)
Sheet No. 5: Cupola and South Gable, 3/4" scale (linen tracing)

Sheet No. 6: Stairway, 3/4" scale (linen tracing)

Sheet No. T: Various Details, half-full size scale (bond paper)

Sheet No. 8: Various Details, half-full size scale (bond paper)

Sheet No. 9: Various Details, half-full size scale (bond paper)

A copy of Mr. Wise's written description is reproduced below.
The drawings are not included with the descrlptlon, except for two drawings
which do net show sheet numhers. ' o

The c:llar walls average full 19~ in thickress, ard are of stone, ox-
cept whare 'brick has Yeen employed in forming the vault, coal-bunkers, and chime
neyp tmdgtiona. Whiteww.sh has been applied direetly cm stome and bdrick, su '
cast iron colmms have their bases set on atcme, the top of which is level with
the briek floor, which covers ths entire Gellar, .The base course at grade is
of sandatome set on edge and fluah with the brickwork immediatsly above 1%, The
Tirst Plear doorsills are of sandstpne with marble threaholds added, cutside plate
fam and ateps are of granits, -

Ths hoads of the Cellar windows on the North ¥lavation, snd that of the Gollar
windo' below the window facing South from the Scutheeast cormer of Assemdly Hall,
are of stone heavily painted; slsewhere they are segmental arches of briok. In the
flanking walls to the staps ontaring the Jallar on the 3outh are gwa stone Ylocks,
ane om sach alde and bearing the following inscriptions:-

fn the Zaate

"And 1 heard a voice from Ileaven

.4aying unto me, Trite, Ilesased ars the Co
dead which die in the Lord fram

Renceforth: Yea, salth the 3pirit, that
thoy may rest from their labours.®
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o the Vest—e

‘e Soul, of origin divine,

.@ed*'s gloriocus i=age, freed from clay,

In Neaven's sterral sphere shall shine,

A star of dav.

!h water table, a short dilt&nco above the Pirst Floor, consists of two
acurses of mldod brick, und akove this level the axtarior walls of the two
atoreys are of brick 137 thick, on the irside of which plastering has arparently
been applied direct without the interverticnm of stripping or other material., The
walls of the four gables are of brick 9« thick, The morth geble is emtirsly
~ obscured by a sign anncuncing to passers-ty en Chestnut Street, the rame of the
building and the institu‘:'%q_n of tha Comrany. ‘The brick walls behind the balusters
under the three Second Storyy windows have been peinted white, The stretcher bricke
measure 8-1/4" to 8-1/2% face, 3-1/9;- high, the Gark glazed hesders scant 47} and
the bond 1s as shown in lower right-hand portica of Sheet Xo., 4. Five coxrses
of drick, messured vertically, equal 12-7/8%,

Two wood giﬂsrs, 14-1/2" wide and spproximately 13" high run eazst and west
over the cast ircm columms in the Qellar. Secured to these girders are 3;: &" oak
Joists uwpom @a'mtmed floor boards full 1" thick are laid, On these boards,
in turn, cement has been laid and them the encaustic tiles forming the entire fir-
{skhed first flcor.

The Callar windows contain double casement sash 11/4» thick, swirging in,
Qutside of these are gratings of 1 x 1* wronght ircn framed inmto 1-1/2+ x 3/8» -
non,an:d formed irn the deaign shown an Sheet Xo. 8,

_The Pirat azd Secand Storey windows ars entirely cased instde and cutside,
The \rickwork cutaide is covered bty aun architrave 6«1/2* wide whose suter moulding
mjoctl from the zall 2-1/2%, The sash are 1-3/8% thick. The srchitrave inaide
‘ic- 6-1/8'11410 and prodactav from the finished plaster diztances varying tron 1-1/8"

to 1—13/16=,  Side rails of sash are /4" vide, lower rails 57/3=, zesting
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rails 1.3/8" high, and wmrting 1% wije. Shutters are of sOlid type 'bnilf up of
three thicknesses, and area mculded as shown on ac~cmpanying sheet.

The original doors are tencned ithr-ugh and pinned ,

The atairway 1s.fu11y shown on Sheet Ko, 6, The lqu#ro member of the bal-
usters appeqring in upper runs is absent on the first run upward from the Pirat
Plaor; this member hers being round. The square member probably exlated hrers, end
injury tc; scme of 1ts exrposed corzers rey have lad to ﬁxe membver beirg dellberately
cut round ﬁong this portion of tha stair mcat exposed tc the public.

The .Entrance Lobdy, end the Stair Hall throughdut 1is vainsco&ed.' The sssembly

Room is not, but an effect of wairscot has dbeen produced by frascoing, The erect-

fon of modern book-cases in the Library and Fall (2nd Flocr) has prevented a clear
observaticn of origiral comditions in these rooms, dbut on examining the dback of

sthe book-cage aliove the the east side of the Library a truss is cbserved ocoeupyinpg

the partition DbDetwesan the Lidrary and the Second Storey COrriﬁor. It ls likely
that a similar truss occupios the partition betwaen the Corridor (Hall) and the
Parlour and Livirg Room sast thereof.

There is o plastcring anywhere in the Cellar or the Attic, lmtched and baad-
ad wood lining of 3" widths covers the cellings of Halls and the soffits of Stair-
way. Tith the exception of these porticne and those concealed by book-casas, where
conditicns are not known, *the build ng is plastered throughout, The well aof Stair-
way Fall is paintad and freacoed abows *he wainscot, The walls and ceiling of the

Assemtly Room are rcre elaborately frescced, Over the 3outh Lcorway arpears the

Inacrirtionie=

"jithin thess ¥Walls, Nenry, Hancock, & Adams Inspired tha Dslegatss of ihe
Colcnles Tith Yerve and Jirew for the Toils of War,"
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In the four co'rn.ers of the freacced ceiling aprear the poriralits of
Faahington, Adamé, Benry and Fancock. | Joodworx is grained yellow relieved with
m.brm. ' |
| Gne of the columns of the Assembly Room has been found by applying calipers
to be sallghtly elviptical, and there are many c;t'r;er small discrepancies tetwesn
portions of the btuilding obvicusly interded to be aliks, On the finished drave
ings produced by this s'q;"ve;.r, an average of such variations ﬁas been adopted,
the dimensions standair.izad, and that symmetry obtaired which has ever besn

¢ne of the distinctive features of Carpenters®' Hall,
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