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“QLEN FERN" (Residence)
YWissahickon Creek, F irmount Park .
Philadelphia, Phila uelphla County, Penngvlvonis

Omers - Commissicners of Fairmount Park,City n.Ll PlidewlphLu.-

Date of FErection - Criginal house between 1733-39; enlarged about 1765.

Present Condition - Fair state of présorv"tion. Bo material departure

from original appearance ag regards exterior. Some pgrtlulons have
been removed znd there are obther minor changes in the interior.

Humber of Stories ~ Varying from one to fwo and o half,

“¥aperiale of Comgtruction - Foundations, stong; {loore, wood; exterior

walls, stone; interior wills, frame and stone; roofl, wood shingles.

Addditional Dats -« "0len Fern' stands on the bank of the ¥issahicken

Creek at the fool of Liverey's Lane, which runs down from flien
Lane {(formerly Livezey's Xill Roazd} nesr its Junction with Wissahick-
on fvenue (formerly Township Line). Surrounding the house are the

nurercus remains of the mill, barn, s¢runaries, cooper shop, etc.

ich once fleurished here,

T

in 1708. IFrow B

g 1t ¢a

he land cn which the house stands has had ninny ovners since
it wsa fMirast patented in 1683 by James Claypoole, ons of Villian
Penn's resicent land commissionsrs.

to Hugh Hoberis Jn 1886. His helirs

Claypoole's cxecubors scold it
in turn sold it to George Evans

& into the possession successively of
Join Cunrads, 1709, Johnnes Gumree,

171g, benry Sellen, 1733, John

Namier, 173¢2, Thomoes Shoemaler, 1746 =znd finally to Thomas Livezey

in 1747.

The records do not show to what use the lsnd was pul dating

these years, but sites whore water
demund even in that early day, snd
of o mill run Ly the waters of the
this time on the zite where Thonmasg

p0wef could be daveloped were in

it iz not improbable that some sort
“dssabhickon wre in operation during
Shoemnker built his srist mill.

is interesting *o note that 2 gtone dated L71Y stands in the north

L
well of the rulned Livezey mill. Until aboul 1805 this stone was purd
of the eapt abut mcnt cf tHQ bridse which spanned the ﬂ“eek Just below
the mili., Since the bridge was not buillt tiil 1852 it is possible
that this dated gtone comes from s demelished tnilding of an earliler
.
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rhe deed from Hellien Lo Hemn

nention of & house appesrs

own to 1739,

in sny of the Jdeedp
L ouse and

vear speaks of o

ol &



garden. Ve therefore ssoume thal the originel house dates from 1733~3
£ drawing made in 17680 shows the middle sscticn of the house in sub-
shantinlly ite present fory and the west ssction 1 1/2 stories hizh.
L few yoars luter a story vas added to the west or main part of the house

L 4.

rocms a2t the resr or norith sids, and bringinﬂ a new reof line

the roof of the 1 1/2 story ulliing- The joinlure between
se ane the additlion is ”l'iul vigib O. ;ne ona shory

dons not ﬂpnqu in the
disposes of local heliel
and built about 1586.

sad Lhis

in no record of

v ownen Thomog Liv

#izme or appearance of the
b ¢ *, B ShﬂvuaﬁO“ in
it #Glen TFern-. T lo c imunlév at one
ﬁenﬁ LJOL a pen snd ink uk 5 wa be
ml]l, a corn. Wlil ol ﬁ; b %i uuu,‘ﬂ a 1ar§o

L

L, and on Lhe - conide of § ; :a‘ the bors srrisge house
si:oke house and sprir 1
of the house and the creek. Undar _hOMau Livezey's guldance tne
mill prospered. It ig said that in the autumn, when the farmers %rcuﬁdt

in their g?ain, the line of wagons extended all the way to Lle "main reosd®

nbown Avenue). The propﬁx ~remained in the family until 1888

vhen 1t wns bousht for Failrmount Parx, and & few yoars later the will wag
torn down. The house is nov occupled by the Valley Green Cance Club,.

Chesber, Ingland -
Thomas besides being.
being a founder of
he Peace snd member
of the Society of

Thomaz Livezey's grouzt E
about 1880, and settls ”ub’in To
# sucecessful miller wagd 2 man of mark in o
4 U' ion Spt \3_ Yas oy Ao - T
the Usion Schoo Germantown Acadeny), Justh:
Y Provincial Comeltiee of 1765. Being
ke toek no part in the -

iy

walla of Penngylvanin ledg tone construction and

nresents ter rrangenant of bhree ac ing gable roofed _

structures im di' ins ﬁlﬂ” order with cuaint fen T In front of the“

houne is the remsins of 2 tervace with stone ste 1= up Lo the i
A f Iy i b1

front door. story balcony runs the fu
side of the main portion of the house. Was fhis
there n small balcowy seb intc a pent esave, 4s :
refore the alterations of 18087 Yo can find ne answer to the guery Trom

seur in ail the prinei- -

reccrds. Fanelled walnscots snd firveplaces o
The kitechen firspisce of hun

O-l g vo

TOOMS .
zith 2 alhio beside tone
note the presence of & garden.
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