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Address

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No, PA-1086
: - HARS
LELAND BUILDING : BAC
STEPHILA
7 -
37-3% South Third Street, Philadelrhia, Philadelphia
County, Pennsylvania, '

Present Owner: Mrs, Henry Sanft, 7602 Brocklehurst Streetl,

Present Use:

Philadelphia, Pemmsylvanis,

Dry gocds manufacturing and stores.

Statement of A handsome micd-19th century soluticn fto the archi-

Significance: tectural problem of the narrow commercial building

{ront, five bays wide by five glories high.

2aRT T, HISTORICAL INFORMATION

4. Physical Higtory

1.

e
471671835

6/26,31901

47121915

5/20/1915

117241915

5/11, 1920

{riginal and subseguent owners:

Grantor Grantes

V. Patton et gl Charles Leland
Txecutors

John Harrison Mary L. Dutler
Trustes wife of

Robert G. Butler
Alice W, Thorp
imily H. Thorp

Mary Leland Butler fmily Lelend Harrison
Allce 511ict Thorp
A1l est. right title & int.

Henry D. Whitfield Imily Lelend Harrison
Zmily Hardison Thorp his wife
all the righv title

Frederic J. Stimson imily Leland Harrison

Girard Trust Co. Catherine Norriz Israsl Chcrkasy
Barrison Patterson. John
Hampion Barnes & James F.
Hagen, Trustees under will of Zmily
L. Herrison dec'd

Israel Cherkasky Isaac Lewin
& Yette his wife
1/2 interest



LIT.:ND BUILDING
1 BS Mo. P, -1086 (Page 2)

6:1,/1920 i tlaxwall Pogteoe
3:7/,1921 Hawwell Pestene Isracl Cherkasky
Sallic hig wife
all 12 int.
1711926 Israel Cherkasky waxwell Pesteoo
174 int.
5221926  Isaac Ievin Samuel Lashner
Ida hiz wife Sarah hig wife
L7G/1927 Isranl Cherkusky Tgasc Levin

and Yetia his wile
One Hal? interest

being 1, 4 shars

7705/1029  Maxwell Pestbeoe Szllic Peaicoc

3,4.71930 Samuel Lashner and The Bank 3trezet
Sarah his wife and Realty Co.
Tzaae Levin and Ida all interest

his wife and
Maxwrell Pegteos= and
S5allie his wife

(Lots 123, 116, 117, 125, 119, 120, 121, 118, 122, 124).

7/10/193%9  The Bank Strect Rezaliy Co. The Phila. Saving Fund
Zoe.
8:10,1944  The Phila. Saving Henry Sanft and
rund Society Saranh, his wife

(Information from Records of Deeds Office, City Hall,
Philadelphia, Penna, Lot number L S2-116).

2. Date of erecticn: 1855,
3. architeet: Stephen D. Button (1803-97).

4. Dullders: Killgore and Hudders, builders, were the
"earpenters;®
5. K. Hoxie, mason, was responsible for the graniie fron

5. Original plang, construction: The siructurs was ons of
a complex of buildings around a central bassmeni court
with separate structures on South Third Street, Chestnut
Street, and Bank Strect, all owned and built for Charles
leland., The first fleor had three separate doorways
on South Third Strect. One docrway was for the siore
in the north portion of the fitst floor. . central



B.

7.
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doorway led to a vestibule which contained direct flighits
of steps up to the second and third stories. A third
doorway led to a store in the south portion of the build-
ing symmetrical with the north portion. A small stairway
in the rear 11 led from the third to the fourth and
fifth floors.

Notes on alterstions and additions: 4n electric elevator
was added off the central vestibule in the early twentieth
century and the left hoist on the center south wall from
sub-basement to basement was removed. Two steel tie bars
(north to south) were added to support the fifth floor
and & wide-flange beam (north to south) approximately

18" deep supports the middle of the fourth floor. The
original first-floor front doors were removed within the
last two years. A minor fire in the second floor c. 1959
caused the replacement of flooring and ceiling in a small
area of the scuth portion of the building.

Important 0ld views: None known.

Historical Events Connected with the Structure: Charles
Ieland purchased the 014 Congress Hall Hotel property, on
Third Street above Chestnut, in 1835. Twenty years later
the Philadelphia Public lLedger was to report on July 31
under "Local Affairs's

*More Improvemenis--The vieinity of Third and Chestnut
atreets, within a period of six years, has been improved
with more substantial and costly buildings than perhaps
any other portion of Philadelphia. From Second to Fourth
in Chestnut and [f]rom Dock to Market in Third, the
improvements have entirely changed the appearance of the
neighborhood, and instead of long rows of low and dilap-
idated two and three story buildings, we see huge piles

of granite, iron, marble, and brown stone, adorned in

the handsomest styles of architecture. The last valuable
improvement is now being completed on the site of 0ld
Congress Hall, on Third street, for Mr. Chas. lLeland, Jr.
I{t] is an imposing structure, and like the Chestnut sireet
gtore, erec[tled and owned by the same gentleman, it bears
upon its front all the evidences of neatness, taste, and
durability. There are other improvements in contemplation
for the same vicinity, which are to be commenced in a

few days, under the auspices of Col. S. K. Hoxie, the
granite worker, and Messrs. Xillgore & Hudders, builders,
who were intrusted [sic] with the construction of Mr.
Leland's other stores. The new buildings will front on
Bank street, extending from Elbow lane, South, 91-1/2 feet,
and be 4 stories high, with basement and aub cellars{.] Two
of the stores will be 117 feet, and the others 82 feet.
These edifices are to be finished in the same manner as

the Chestnut and Third street stores, and when completed,
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a hollow square will be formed in the rear, and afford
plenty of light during the day."

ieland Building, 39 South Third Street, Philadelphia.
Personal interview with Johm Jolmson, jenitor for many
years of the complex of buildings of which the Leland

Public ledger (Philadelphia). January 12, May 16,
May 24, 1855, p. 1; July 31, 1855, p. 2.

Webstcr, Richard J. "Stephen D. Button: Italianate
Stylist." Unpublished thesis "submitted to the faculty
of the Universiiy of Delaware in partial fulfillment of
the reguirement for the degree of Master of Arts,"

Architectural character: A fine commercial structure
which funciiens as part of a several-buillding complex,
and has a notable Quincy granite facade.

C. Sources of Information:
1. Primary and unpublished sources:
Building is a part.
2. Secondary and published sources:
June 1963,
PART 11. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION
A. Ceneral Stalementi:
1.
2. Condition of fabric: Fair.
B. Technical Descripiion of HExterior:

1.

Number of stories and bays, over-all dimensions, layouti:
Five stories (77! high) plus basement and sub-basement;
five-bay front approximstely 34' wide; &0' to 83' deep;
L-shaped plan.

Foundations: Granite rubble get in mortar.

Wall construction: Grenite froni (west facade); common
(header bond) red brick (north, east, and south walls).

Bulkheads: 10' x &' bulkhead now covered by concrete
walk on South Third Sireet extends down io sub-basement.

Balconies: First- and second-floor easgt facade (rear)
metal plank balconies approximately 3' wide on casi-iron
brackets have reticulsie metalwork railings decorated
with casi~iron flower moiifs.
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. 6. Chimneys: Drick with conerotioe covering.

V. O

Doorvays and deors: The threce original double
wooden doors in the wosit (front) facude wore
approximately 9' high. dach individuwl door had

a large ornate circular pabtera with cuanken rscion-
wu“wr punaels av wop and bottom, The HARS photlo-
raphs taken in Januvary 1963 indiecate the docora-
ive details of these original doors. Sometime
etwreen Janvary 1962 and the time of this written
report (Lugust 1904) these doors were covercd with
nlywood. 4 straight lintel with acanthus molding
vas wopped LY o round-arched overlight divided oy
molded semicirceles and drop-snuped csnter light.
Half-round granite moldings arch from six split
ud corbel blocks across the tops of lthe three
doorways and two store-~Lront windovs.

U'r%GG

tindows and shutbers: West (front) facade-~first
floor: One onc-light store front window and one

double-hung sash which is a replacement; both windows
have wooden surrounds similar to doorvays.

wast clevation~--gub~basement and basement: Six-over-
six lights, wooden double-hung gash.

Bast elevation~--firat floor: Siz-over-nine lights,
voaden double-hung sash.

Second and fifth floors: Six-over-six lights, double-

hung sash. All windows on east facade Trom sub-
basement to fifth floor have 1L/8" metal plate
shutters with metal reinforeing frame 2" Lfrom edge
and riveted to plate.

Shape, covering: Tar and gravel roof slopes dovm
from west to east,

Cornice: West (main) facade has a granite cornice
on granite brackets and is crovmed by a granite name
block which iz inscribed with "Leland 1855" and
flanked by granite serolls and topped by a graniie
antefix. Stele-type blocks with sunken anthemions
are placed &t north and gouth ernds of cornice.

fast elevation hag a brick cornice on brick corbels,

Skylight: Skylight, approximately 8' square (possibly

a later addition), is located in center of roof,
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C. Teehnieal Deseripsion of Intorior

1.

i
.

4.

Floor plans; sub-bdscment: L-shaped wi ¢ rectan~
gular portlion divided by masonry pGLULDiQn'ﬂluh nearly
gguare area Lo the west and largsr rectanzls o the easti,
The west portlon has an copening {for the bulkhead under

present gldowalk pavement. Two casi-iron columns having
cross soctiong of four parts al rizht onglzs and with
gimpliflad Corinthlan capitvals are zpucnd along ghe eastm
west contuer iine of the weet portion. windows In

- - -t

zasv facade o bo Light~rall in eoauxr court, oodon
tﬂmmyintﬁzmuﬁwmwcandmﬁM‘NIWHddu?tO

Bagsement:
Tour windows and door in {
cobblestons court,

ded by later partitions,
urch bay from norih leads 1o

First f{loor: IL-shaped space; two bays on north is one
gtore, cne central buy contains entry vestitbule and
stalrs in dlrect flight to second flcor, and two bay
to gouth is one gitore. One large wooden doox in the
middle interior wzll of csch gtore formerly led to the
entry vegtibule., Gach store had z large vault in the
rear portion.

Second and third flocrs: L-shaped spaces with central
sta?rﬁay'ln direct £lights. Vault in second {loor, south-.
eagt extension of ell, Third floor extension contzins

o

ns

mall enclosed stairs to fourth and fifth {Joors,

2]

Fourth and £i1fth flocrs: L-shaped epace:
rectangular space parhaps formerly parti X
sion containing small wooden gitalrway., & jl'g + in r
cenver of fifth~floor ceiling.

Flooring: Sub-~bagement has drick fleoring; vasement

oS

through fifth floor have nayrog oak flooring,

v“all and ceiling finish: Sub-basement has rubble walls
set in mortar and whitowashed; basemend has plasteor walls

and cciling; first floor has plaster walls with molided
plaster CO?nzce and plaster ceiling; second o fifth
floors have nlagler walls and sheet-metal panel ceilings

and cornices,

Heating: Sleam heat from furnace in sub-basement of
Bank Street building furnished by main pipe at basement
level to large tube radistors.
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nsion at southeast corner which runs gouth.

inelosuras: 4t the vear of the Leland Building is an
cnclosed cobblestone courd at bascoment level which hag
& ramped drive extending eastvard und'r the Dank Street
buildings up to Dank Street (which is parallel to Third
Street and extends north from Chestnutb).

CJ fi
ot &
(¥s)

ral
on
2m

Prepared by Hilliam B, Basseli
Architectural Historian
Naticnal Park Service
August 1964

ction: Main structure runs cast to west with small



