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TIMOTHY PICKERING HBOUSE

#ilkes-Barre, Luzerne County, Feannsylvania

Custodian

Miner Eztate.

Date _of Brection_

1787.

Present Condition

Tora down, but good Colonial detail has
been saved, All well preserved,

¥umber of Stories

Formerly had two stories.

Vaterials of Construction

W¥oovd siding, slate roof, mantels, stairs,
panelling, etc. ¢t good Colonial detail,
411 of wood. Some of the faces of the
firenlaces of brick, others of tile.
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TIHCTHY PICKERING HOUSE
#ilkes=Barre, Luzerne County, Pennsylvanie.

The most valuable historic landmark in the city of Wilkes-
Barre, ana one which was a very fine example of Colonial or
Georgian architecture, was torn downs in 1931. For many years,
this was known as the Ross House; it should rather be called
the Pickering House,

At one time, it was planned to remove this iistoric old
buileing fto Kirby Park, in Wilkes-Barre, in three sections,
which was the only possible way. The city expected to use
it as a museum and f£ill it with historic relics and mementoes,
but eventually, the pilan was discarded, and the building forn
downe Howevear, the mantels, aoors, staircase, wall panelling.
and weinscoting has been preservad and photographs, taken be-
fore the house was razed, so that we have a fairly deiinite
plan of this once-famous old home.

The home was built in 1787, by Colonel Timothy Pickering,
after brilliant service under Washington, when he-came home
witn bis family, to undertake the settlement of a discord
which cost many lives and no end of bitterness in the strug-
sle 1or tas soil for this Valley, waged between the Yankees
of Connecticut, and the Pennamites, and as is known, the
grants to the Uonnecticut settlers by one munarch of Bngland,
whicl: prants extendea from "“sea to sea®, included ftnis sec~
tion. Later grants to Willlam Penn, conflicted with this aene
to Connecticut. Pickering was also sent here to organize
the first County of Luzerne.

Pickering underwent many hardships, in his struggle to
introuuce the Pennsylvania laws here, among them was his ab-
duction by the radical Yankees. '

John Franklin, the hero of Wyoming had been seized by
saveral of the friends of the government and brought on to
the city. Immediate measures were adopted by the partizans of
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the Yankee Leaders to seize (olonel Pickering and corry hinm
off as a hostage for ithe safeiy of ¥Franklin. A guard had been
detached for the protection of his femily. Colonel Butler
volunteered to taxe command. Iune wild Yankees surrounded the
house and demanded admittance, threatening to set fire to the
house, if they were refused. 7The fire was actually kindled
when Colonel Butler intervened znd allowed them to semrch the
hougse for Colonel Pilckering., Ee, anprised of theilr approach,
had escaped to the fields, Ee finelly escaved to Philadelphia,
after mach hardship, and returned to within 25 miles of %Hilkes-
Barre, some moenths later, but finding it was not safe to re-
turn as yet, returned to Fhiladelphia, and did not come back
to ¥Wilkes-Barre until Janualy, 1788. During his honorabdle

exile to Pniladelphis, he performed the acceptable service of
a delegate to ratify the Federal Constitution.

It was not until June, 1788, that another attempt was
made to abduct Colonel Y¥ickering, snd this time, the Radicals
succeeded, He wss taken from his home, his srms pinioned and
hurried through the streets of Wilkes-Bsrre, tec Flttston, and
then, a little further ur the river. Captain Hoss marched
his company ito release Colonel Pickering, and arrest the rioters
Engagement ensued, and Cavntaln Ross received a severe wound
in the body, which was at first, resarded as mortal, Hecover~
ing, the gallant services he had performed, were so highly
estimated that the EZxecutive Council of the State, presented
him with an elegant sword with an aporopriate inscription.

When Colonel Pickering left the Valley, he sold his
piantation to Captain Hoss, on easy terms of vayment, which
by improvemenis and the rise of property had advanced in
value to $80,000.00. Captain Ross purchased this house in
1796, and resided nere for & period of 46 years.

4 word about Pickering, the man, his career, and am=-
pitions, might be of interest at this point.
Pickxering was born in Salem, Massachusetts,of puritan stock.
While a youth of 30, he was made commander of the Salem
Kinute ken. He wazs graduvated from Harvav¥d in 1783, became
one of leaders of his section, and 1776, with adbout 700
Massachusetts militia, he Joined Washington in Hew Jersey.
The great chieftain noted Pickering's quality at the outset,
and he becrmme Washington's adjutant general., He was present
at Brandywine, and at Germantown, and was with Washington at
Yorktown. He was elected oy Congress a member of the Board
‘of War with Gates and Miffiin. For four years, he served at
the appointment of Washinztrn on Indian matters, and ne be-
came the sole arbiter in dis~utes of the Six Eations.
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He served in Washington's Cabinet as Fostmaster General,
became Secretary of War on XKnox's resignation, and Secre-
tary of State after Randelph resignea, but was removed by
President Adams. Pickering was United States Senator until
1811 and was even, after that electsd to serve a constituency
of lassachusetis in the House of Representatives.

He was deeply interested in American History and plan-
ned extansive literary workse He published several rather
japortant things, but his more ambitious literary efforts
failed to materialize. His interests were broad and varied,
but he hau too large a share of the Furitan temperament to
make him an attractive figure. However, he was perhaps, the
only man who could have introduced tne laws, and averted the
calamity of & new anc more disastrous civil war in Wyoming.

The beautif'ul old homs whioh Fiskering built and lived
in, was Colonial in design, bullt perfectly square, with the
kitchen and terrace extending out on the rear. It was a
frame structure with a very small Colonlal poren with square
colwins. Windows were glazed wit: small lights, proteeted by
woondan shutiers.

Tiie main stairway was of wood, Colonial desizgn. The en~
tire hall nad about three foot wainscoting. Floor hoards are
rendom widths. There were four rooms leading off +the main
entrance hall, and a door to the rear terrace, under the stair
landings ©On the first floor were the parlor, sitting-room,
and dining-room, and a small office.

In the sitting-room, is a wood nantel wita a fireplacs
of tile face2. The doors are panellea, with the original locks,
and in all the first {loor rooms, there is a chalr rall about
2 foot, 6 incues highe In the sitting-room, is a wood cornioes
whics was typleal of this period.

In the parlor, which is cne of the newer parts of the house
is an ¢ld, Colonial fireplace wit~ a brick face and natursl
finish wood mantel, and narrow iron bars for grate. In this
room, were full-lenzth, panelled natural finish wood cup-
boards, with the original latches.

The dining-room is also in the lef't portion of the house,
which is considered the newer part. It was papered instead
of being panellea as the right portion of the house. The.
dining-room also had a fine example of Colonial fireplacs.
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The face was of tlle with a metal front, and narrow bars
for the grate, with a stone hearth. The mantel was wood,
The doors were the same as in the other downstalrs rooms.

The offioce In ths rear, also had a firesplace, but
this was destroyed. The mantel was of wood, and panelled.
T.e full«length oupboaras also had the original locks and
latches on the doors.

There waes an open grate fireplaoe in the kitchen, but
this was destroyed wnen the house was razed, and thsere is no
record o1 it.

On the second {'loor, thers was a mein hall with four
badrooms leading from it; the bath wes in the front of the
hall opposite the stalrs. There were only two fireplaces on
the second floor. In bedroom Nes. 1, the fireplace has a brick
face, with a weod mantel, This room also has a chair rail '
around the wail. Bedroom, No. 2, is tihe room from which
Pickering was abducted. Thls has white panellsd walls on
one entire side, part of it forming a cupboard. This has =&
fireplace, with a mantel shelf and e brick facing, with a
small stone hearth. '

Historic material obtained from: ®Miner's History of Wyoming
Valley® Wilkes-Barre Record, (newspaper) 1921, also, Wilkes~
Barre Newspaper of 1931.
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