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UNICY REFCRMED AND LUTHERAX CHURCH [
FAPVALLOPEZN, FPEARNSYLVANIA
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This Church is in the custody of =
committee, composed of former neig-
bers of the congregation,

Date_of Zredtion

1833

Pregent Condition

P oor. Almost completely in the origil-
nal condition, but is not being nre-
gserved. '

Number of Stories

One floor and a balcony.

Materials of Construction

The building is built of wood on stone
foundations. Originzl slate roof.
¥alls are plastered, covered with wall
paper, which 1s tn very poor condition.
Floors are of wide, pine boards.
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URI0H REFCHLEL AXD LUTHERAL CHUXKCH

Wapwalloven, Luzerne County., renns¥lvania

Wavwallopen signifies "the place where the messengers
were murdered" and the plzce is situated on the first tract
of land vatented in the townshin, e tract called Campania,
veing on both sides of the creek, having teen granted fto
Daniel Grant in 1769, and patented by George Campbell in

Trhis ediface is located on a knoll facing the Korth
Braneh Swesuehanna and the hills across the river just
east of the town of Wavpwalloven., 1t is situated on the
sides or slowe of the valliey., which has a cup like forma-
tion with the river at the bDottom and the hills and dis-
tant mountains on hoth sides. An excellent view is granted
from this sgite.

When this church wzs erected in 1833, it was in a
snarsely settled community called Hellerstown., It was named
af ter 1ne Heller family. Issiac Heller had four sons and
bew ot mack laznd in the valley and built a mill, hotel,
store, and blacksmith shop. The first English school was
tanght in &n o0ld rouse belonging to Michael Weiss in 1811.
The first school house was erected on ithe site of the church
in 18&13%,

The Heformed Congregation at Conynghar begaa its his-
tory in 1820, In July, 1820, hev. John H. Zeizer visited
this and adjoining townships preaching trizl sermons with
2 view of becowing pasior. He was ordasined by the 8ynod of
Reading 1n Sevtember, 1821: fGhe congregaticn was immediate~
ly organized and remained under the pastoral czre of Rev, '
wr., 4elzer for 19 years. He died ian 1839 and was buried in
the churchyard where lie nearly all of the early settlers
of Conyngham,

To meet the spiritval need w©f the Community, the Reform-
ed and Iutheran adherents Jjoined in esteblishing this Church.
Previous to thet time, both societies had worshipped in the-
school house. In 1880, there were 115 communicants. The
officers of the church were: Joseph Hess and Phillip Welss,
elders; M.,J. Harter and A.D. Brader, deacons, .
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The history of the Lutheran Congregation is identioal with
.that of the Reformed Congregation, except that eaoh had its
own minister. :

The building is about 30x36, built of wood on stone foun-
dations with the original slate roof. It is almost complete-
ly in its originsl conaition and heas apparently suffersd more
from malicious mischief than from the elements. There have
been no real alterations nor additions, and only a few of the
interior furnishings ere comparatively new. The pews for ex-
ample, are zbout 80 years old, but are not the oripginal ones.

The weather boarded two-story bullaing is well lighted
with many windows on the {'irst floor whioh ars protected with
pacelled shutters of square pettern. The upstalrs windows
are not shuttered. There is a halcony on three sides and the
front panslling is exquisitely hand carved; the door and win-
dow trim is also hand carved.

The pulpit is not original. This is directly in front
of the door, and is in the front center of the church on a
small platform with four steps leading to it.

The original hana made locks wzre stlll on the doors, and
there is arn interesting Haltese Cross Window over one of the
doors on the east dide of the Church. The main or west en-
trance hus dslicately fluted pilasters and directly over these
arg some hand-carved sywbels of the holy articles used in the
vhurch in the Comeunion Service. The muntins in the transom
are carved from -ood and are half-round sections.

Inside the Church, there are 18} pews on the first floor.
There are 3% on ore side; the half pew being there because
of the small orgun, which is not old and 1s in the front cen-
ter ol the church. Thoare are four on the other side. The
front pews facing the pulpit directly, ure the same length,
but there are five on one side and six on the other. These
pews are extremely hard and stiff, the backs are wvery high
and are made of plain wood, stained brown. Thers iz a rather
steep stulrway leuding to ths balcony. In the back part of
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the balcony, 1t ig¢ impossible tc see the minister in the
pulrit, so high are the pews and balcony raziliang., fLhere
1s 2 communion ralling around the pulpit.

Quiside the church, and c¢lese %o the church yard, is

& burying ground for the church members znd local use.
Here, the memorialeg state residents of the Valley have heen
turiea since 1804, There were gseveral epnitaghs I particu-
larly liked and I have selected two of ihe oléer anc more
interesting ones. ©his one 1s on the tomb of a woman who
died at the zge of 76 in 1860,

"Look here, my friends, =2 you pass by,

As you are now, 8o once was I,

As I am now, so you rmust Dbe,

Prevare for death, and follow me,"
This, of her husband, who died in 1859, at the sge of 69,

"Farewell, my friends, do nct weep for me,

I am not dead, but sleeping here,

Until the resurrection day,

Then, witk my Jesus, I will stz=y,"
Socme o0f the veterans of the Civil ¥ar are buried in this
cemetiary. Many of the members of the Heller family are
buried here, also.

The iwo congregations each getiting theilr own building
in the town proper, has cesused the ceasing of use of this
building or the need of it. It remains, however, a good
exomple of the zrchitecture of that particular period, and
rick in nistoricsl asscciation. 4among those vhotogranhsof
the building, reproduced in this book, will be found a very
interesting reproduction of the original warrant to the land
on which thig bullding 1s situasted. If this old church were
“to be oreserved, it wvould be, 8 it is even now in 1its some-
what delapidated condition, of very great historical value.

Historical information obtalned from: PHistory of Luzerne,
Lackawanna, and %yoming Counties, Pennsylvaniaz, 1786-1880,%
Original warrant obtained from Mr. Cyrus Weils, Wilkes-Barre,
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